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PREFACE
TO THE THIRTEENTH VOLUME.

ISl EVER, since we first went out of Dock, in the

year 1799, have we witnessed so tremendous a Gale,

as that which has continued, nearly throughout the

whole of our thirteenth Cruise ; and, as the old song

gays,
HARDER YET, IT YET BLOWS HARDER!

Now again the BOATSAVAIN calls.

It has indeed been dirty weather : but we have endea-

voured that it should not blind our eyes : whilst the

good old Ship the BRITANNIA strained in every

timber, and gave some awkward roils, we strove to

keep our little Packet steady, and to preserve what-

ever of value was thrown out, during the Tempest.
1

Our Vessel was hardly large enough to stow it all

away, though we removed many of our Bulk-heads
;

which brought on us angry and threatening words

from Some of our Passengers. Who must forgive u*,

if amidst the bustle and anxiety that has prevailed,

we have lost something of our usual courtesy and

condescension,



The NAVAL CHRONICLE, like all other Periodical

Works, that have the smallest connection with the

Political World, must sometimes vary the limits of,

the different suhjects it embraces. And as, from its

very name, it undertakes to chronicle the Naval

Events of the Year, it must have a reference to the

Naval Columns of the Public Prints, and to the

Naval Debates of the British Senate. Nor does it

follow from this, that we are negligent in procuring

Philosophical Papers, Naval Literature, or Hydrogra-

phical Information. All of these in their turn, and

due season, have their proper place allotted : if they

occasionally are passed by, their omission arises from

the Tide of historical Events; many of which, if not

noticed in our pages, may probably never reach the

future Historian : for as we have already said, on

our Wrapper, we must, in some respects, look towards

Posterity.

In a former Preface we promised to insert the late

" Admiral Knowles's Correspondence on Ship Build-

ing." Th&, with some other similar declarations, may
seem to have been neglected : but our Readers shall

eventually find us as good as our word. We have

lately reprinted Admiral Sir C. Knowles's Memoir for

the fifth time, and with considerable additions. That
of Lord Howe has gone through many impressions^

and is again out of print : we request, that such addi-

tions may be sent to us, as may have offered them-

selves to our Subscribers. Though we wish not to

run into the egotism of the age, it is a duty we owe

ourselves, to declare ; that we have often kept back
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Biographical Memoirs of considerable interest, as

relating to some ofthe principal Characters of the day,

with the hope of rendering them more full and cor-

rect : until sometimes, the more rapid pen of other

periodical Works has prevented, or rather preceded

us, in die publication of them. Memoirs of Lord

BARHAM, and Sir CHARLES POLE, have long been

on our table; and we had hoped, before this, to

have received from a Friend to our CHRONICLE, the

Memoir which he promised of the late gallant and

Hon. Captain PAGET, who commanded the Romney.

Our thanks, for assistance in the following pages,

are principally due, among others, to the Gentleman

who sent us the Robinson Crusoe Life of Lieutenant

Hunter; to Mr. G. Matthew, for his Letter from

Llwyn (page 51). To the Gentleman who sent the

Letter, that was written by an Officer on board the

Fury, (page 53). To our old Correspondent, who
dates from Great Queen-street, Lincoln's-inn-fields,

(page 116: In answer to whose queries, we have to

mention Pcpys List of the Royal Navy. ) To Mr.

Gibson, (page 117), for his account, and view of

Dunkirk
;

for a Paragraph relative to Sir Home Pop-

ham, (page 137). For a Letter from Mr. E. Hoppe,
maker of the new Sextant and Compass, (page 196.)

To Amor, for his View of Marston Rock, (page 200.)

For Hints for Improving the Navy, by a Well-wisher

(page 268).r^-For the justification of a brave Man's

Character, by himself, (page 272). For the origin of

the Infernal, as used in the Expedition against the

nemy in the autumn of last year, (page 275.)-9('For



the State of the efficient Force of the British Navy,

by F. F., at Upper. Clapton, (page 365.) And for

Mr. Tucker's tetter, however long,, (page 368,)

The .third Number of Spanish Naval State Paper*

was not inserted in the Appendix, owing to the great

press of other Articles.

They who sometimes too hastily condemn us, and

who scruple not to pester us with Letters, either com-

plaining of the arrangement of our Pages, or urging,

with too much impatience, an immediate attention to

such particular Articles, as appear the most interesting

to themselves; have little idea of the difficulty and

anxiety of our labours. The NAVAL CHRONICLE,
without any exception, is the cheapest Periodical

Work, for its Size, Paper, and Embellishments, that

ever appeared in Europe. We have found it extremely
difficult to continue it at its present low price, when
so many others are vended at the same, though on a

smaller Paper, and without Engravings. Nor do we
kisert this with any idea of advantage to ourselves:

but to silence, a little, that spleen, or discontent,

which, as we have not merited, we are sorry to draw

upon us. The thirteen Columns we have raised, if

they are not always of the Corinthian Order, will

serve. to increase the stability of more splendid Monu-

ments; and will hereafter be often pilfered, as they
have been, to -set .off the works of those, who woulcl

otherwise search in vain for such Materials.







The Royal Sovereign Yacht, built at Deptford, and launched there during thr summer of 1804. ^fter

which she attended on the King at Weymoi-th, commanded by Sir Kwry Burrard Neale. Tr-.is Yitbt :

of larger dimensions thin ar.y that had Uen previously built ; and is a remarkably good Se Boat.

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM HUNTER*,
OF GKLF.SM'ICH HOSPITAL:

An intimate Friend of the Poet FALCONER.

" THE WEDDING GUEST SATE ON A STO>E,

HE CANNOT CHV4E BUT HEAR ;

AND THUS Sl'AKE ON THAT ANCYKNT MAN
THE BUICHT-KY'D ]M\niyi:RE:

LISTEN Sraixctii !

"

("
Rime of the Ancyent Marinerei.)

The following simple Narrative contains the life of a Veteran who,

though not altogether successful in his Natal Career, yet has

uniformly run uith Patience the race that z:as set befurc him.

It was originally drawn up to gratify the curiosity of a Friend;

and it is alone owing to the importunity of friendship, that so

correct a delineation of a British Seaman is now presented to

* Brother to Captain Hunter, late Governor of New Holland,

t See NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. II, p. 328.

, Qfll.XIII. B
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the public. May it prove a powerful antidote to the discontent

which frequently increases their natural irritability, and over-

come tlur despondency which has sometimes induced Officers

to tax tlu-ir country with ingratitude.

WAS born in ihe City of Edinburgh on the 6th ofMay, O. S.,

1731, and having from my cradle an abhorrence of a se-

dentary life, I went to sea at the early age of twelve year*

with my Father, in the Britannia Merchantman fitted out

from l,cith belonging to the London Trade. After making

several voyages both in her anil in the Ships James and John,

the latter was taken up as a Transport, arid ordered with many

others to proceed to Aberdeen, under convoy of his Majesty's

Ship Fox, of '20 guns, commanded by Capt. Beaver; who was

under orders there to embark some Troops that were destined to

oppose the progress of the Rebels, already in the vicinity of

Edinburgh. Having received the Troops and thirty-two Horse

on board, we landed them at Dunbar, and then proceeded for

Leith ;
when a violent Gale came on about N.W. and obliged

us to anchor under Inch Keith Island*, nearly opposite to

Leith. The Fox was lost during the night on the Sands of

north Berwick, and every soul perished. We arrived provi-

dentially at Leith ; when, wishing for a little relaxation on

shore, I quitted the John, and remained a short time with my
i'ather.

About this time the battle of Preston was fought, and tho

town swarmed with Rebels. I remained at home until after the

battle of Falkirk, when I again grew- weary of a quiet life, and

longed to be at Sea. It happened that my Uncle, who was

Purser of the Li/.ard Sloop, then on the Bristol Station, wrote

to my Father and requested I might be sent; as the Captain

had promised to rate me Mid: they accordingly equipped me in

all haste, and I embarked with no small degree of exultation on

board a Ship that was bound for London. If not the most

prosperous, it was at least one of the happiest Cruises in my

It is half a KM^UC long, and hall' a mile broad, and has an Harbour towards

each (juatur ; round ils coaits are ihoals of tish, and abundance of ovslcr*.
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life. I had a letter in my chest from my Father to a fair-weather

Friend oi' his in town, who was requested to advance me a small

sum to defray my expenses to Bristol : though disappointed in

this supply, I was resolved not to knock under
; so, having no

other alternative, I forthwith shipped myself, in the year 1740,

on board the Neptune Letter of Marque, then King oft

Irongate Stairs, bound for the Mediterranean, commanded by

Capt. Charles Betson, with a complement of forty-five men,

at thirty-five shillings a month. Having completed our Cargo.,

we sailed through the Downs with a fair wind; off Beaehy,

or as Seamen call it, the Seven Cliffs, it took us a-head : kept

plying to windward; but during the night in standing to the

northward we struck on the Oyvers, a bank at S.E., half S.

from Culver Cliff, about five leagues from the east end of the

Isle of Wight. We got the Ship off; but making much water,

we proceeded with her to Portsmouth, and got her docked.

Kleven feet of keel were put on
;
and it was providential that

the damage happened in the after part where there was but

little dead wood, for otherwise the Ship would have foundered.

On her leaving dock, having got our guns and stores again on

board, we sailed through the Needles with a fair wind. No-

thing occurred until half across the Bay of Biscay, when we

observed a Ship in chase of us considerably a-stern : this she

continued for two days ;
on the third we lost sight of her.

1-A ery thing in these Seas was new to me
;
and long before

we came in sight of the celebrated Rock of Gibraltar, I had

forgot my disappointment, and felt as happy, perhaps happier,,

than if 1 had obtained a supply of money : though poor, I felt I

was independent ;
and confiding in a bountiful Providence, 1

took no thought for the Morrow. We discharged our lading

at the old Rock, and proceeded to Minorca ;
but had scarcely

made that Island when a Zebec appeared in chase. We still

continued our course, supposing her to be a Spaniard : accor-

dingly prepared for Action. At eight in the evening she began

to fire her prow Guns at us, a compliment which we immedi-

ntely returned with our stern Chasers. The Zebec had much

tli advantage of us in sailing: we soon commenced close
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Action, which continued for t\vo hours and an half; when she

boarded us with an hundred and eighty men. Not being

exactly prepared for such a visit, arid having neither cutlasses nor

pikes, we were reluctantly compelled to jump down the Hatch-

ways in order to save ourselves from their fury. Such of our

companions as could not escape from the Quarter Deck, rere

either killed, or wounded in a most dreadful manner : our Cap-

tain and Supercargo were literally cut to pieces. When the

Algermes discovered that we were English, their violence abated,

particularly as they had been towed out of Mahon Harbour

that very morning by some of our Men of War's Boats. To add

to our distress, a violent gale had come on
;

all our rigging was

shot away, and the Ship lay in .such a Trough of the Sea, that

we were in great danger of losing her Masts. The gale did not

cease until the fifth day after our Capture ; when they sent their

Boats on board for our men. The Algerine Captain came with

them, and to our great surprize exerted himself to repress, and

even to chastise that love of plunder which his followers had

indulged. Having put our Ship into as good a condition as

we could, we were permitted to proceed to Port Mahon Har-

bour
;

and on our arrival were put into quarantine. The Ad-

miral, hearing what had passed, sent two of his Surgeon's Mates
to assist in the care of our wounded, many of whom were in a

most deplorable state. On being released from quarantine, they
were sent to Bloody Island, und but few returned.

By the death of Captain Betson, the command of the Nep-
tune devolved on Mr. Stephen Mumlay, chief Mate

; under

him, therefore, we sailed for Leghorn, and after continuing there
for several weeks without obtaining Pratique, at length bent
our course for the last place of destination/ Smyrna. During
the passage, not being able to weather StromboJo, we bore up
in an heavy gale of wind, and ran to leeward of tlmt Island

;
but

had nearly been lost before we passt-.d the Faro .,f Messina.
Off the celebrated Island of Candia we anchored for one night.
At Smyrna we repaired the Ship ; took in a lading of fruit; mid

touching at Gibraltar for water, arrived safely in England after a

voyage of eleven mouths.
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The Shore was pleasant enough after so long an absence
;

but, as Tom Tackle was poor, his Finances urged an immediate

departure from it. I accordingly entered on board the John

and Zachariah, bound to St. Kitts, then lying off Stone Stairs

in the River, Joseph Inches, Master. Our iirst Convoy
was the Advice, of 50 guns, Capt. Hacldick, under whom we

sailed from the Downs to the Motherbank
;
and there waited,

until another Convoy was appointed to Cork, the Loo, of 40

guns. Barbadoes was the first land we made. On our arrival

at Basse Terre, St. Kitts, we took in a lading of sugar, and

sailed for Sandy Point.

It was at this place that a trifling circumstance again set me

adrift : the Captain had struck me, and as I felt without cause ;

I determined therefore to leave him ; but my mode of executing

this intention was as singular, as it was rash and perilous. One

Sunday evening, it being calm weather, I began by turning

all the Beef out of the Steep Tub, which I destined for the con-

veyance of my clothes : then having lowered it down over the

side, and myself with it, I swam with all my might towards the

shore. Here I found a tremendous Surf running ; my poor tub

was upset, and a young Shark wishing to make his supper of me,

I was obliged to practise every stratagem in my power to save

myself, and the only shirt I had left. At length I succeeded in

terrifying my enemy, and reached the shore without any other

hindrance.

I was now blest with all the liberty and freedom of choice

the most enthusiastic Philosopher could desire : but however

captivating such blessings may be in idea, I preferred the dis-

cipline of a seafaring life, and making what haste I could, went

to Deep Bay, where I shipped myself on board the Constan-

tine
;

a large Sloop laden with rum for Ireland. I now

crossed the Atlantic to Dublin, and then again to Basse Terre

where I was discharged. It was now a long time since I had

been cheered by the smiles of a Parent ;
friends I had none ; of

money I had little enough : but I had commenced my Career as

a Sailor, and was not to be daunted by finding I was left alone

to make my fortune. With these ideas I again shipped myself,

without loss of time, on board the Brig Lucretia, Captaiu
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\Vatt>, bound for Charlestown, South Carolina, with a cargo of

rum awl sugar. After a passage of about twelve days we re-

turned laden with rice and Indian corn; when I took an amicable

leave of my Captain. Being heartily tired of the West Indies,

I employed myself in drogging
*

sugar,, until a Ship should offer

that was bound for old England. During this interval I fell in

one day with my old acquaintance of the Zachariah, just arrived

from America, whose Steep Tub I had capsised in the surf.

He upbraided me for leaving him, though his own violent beha-

viour was the cause. I retorted the language of truth and sin-

cerity; and having thus had my Say, and rinding he wanted

hands, [ at length consented to go again with Captain Inches.

We loaded with sugar and ruin, and arriving safe at Hull, were

all discharged. My old Master, indeed, wished me to remain

until he was ready for another voyage, but my finances would not

admit of paying a lodging for four or iive months.

Not finding any immediate employment at Hull, I resolved to

seek for it in the port of London : but I was out in my reckoning,

for I there found Sailors as plenty as Shingles on L)eal Beach.

The only resource that now offered was an old acquaintance of my
father, who kept a lodging-house for Sailors, and had received

many favours ftom my family : here, at least, I expected a kind re-

ception. The Master of the house was from home
;
but the daugh-

ter was not wanting in hospitality, until, in the frankness of my
heart, thinking Honesty was the best Policy, I made known un-

real situation : adding, that I would honestly pay her father when-
ever it was in my power. To my astonishment and dismay,, I found

that tenderness does not always predominate in the female cha-

racter, at least in the civilized part of the globe : the countenance
of mine hostess immediately changed, and I remained in no very

pleasant state of mind until her father appeared.
The night was considerably advanced when the Master of thtt

house arrived. His daughter took care that his heart should not
be taken by surprise; and the natural hypocrisy of his character

prompted him what conduct to pursue. I at first received a
broadside of unmeaning civility; was desired to sit down, and

* A clrogger is a Shallop, or Schooner, employed to convey sugar from the
Plantation* to the Merchantmen.
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asked if I had got a lodging. I replied, that "
Thinking my

father's friend would provide me with one, I had not inquired

for any." This staggered his politeness, but did not alter a

feature of his countenance: his protestations of regard were

(CQeWed with fresh warmth, nothing was ever so unfortunate as

my arrival
;
he expected a young man every minute to whom his

only bed was engaged : had he but known it before it would have

made him too happy;
" but as it is, I am obliged, reluctantly

ob&ged, my dear Mr. Hunter, to say Ihave no room. So late

^t Night too! Let me advise you, my dear Sir, to make haste,

for oiltencixe you may not grt admittance any ichere"

Indignation raised my otherui.se dejected spirits, which were

*iot exactly prepared for such a mixture of unmeaning protesta-

tion and selfish distrust; and as the House door closed in no

very gentle manner upou me, I resolved never again to cross its

inhospitable threshold. It was now Midnight. The streets of

Wapping offer nothing very inviting that could induce a man to

choose them as a place of repose. For some minutes I walked

on like one who had been stunned by a sudden blow
;

until a

watchman roused me from my reverie by exclaiming,
" H'hither

are you bound, Friend't" Even his hoarse voice seemed kind,

after the treatment I had received ;
and I immediately answered,

" To lookforjust such a man as you are; for a Watch House

is the only Lodging Iam likely to procure to night." The man

stared in my face
;
and finding I was in earnest, conducted me

to that drear abode ; where I however found a good lire, and

slept very comfortably until the morning. Having thus recruited

my spirits, I thanked the honest Watchman and Coustable; and

then worked a Traverse through and across all the lanes iu

Wapping to tind a lodging suitable to my circumstances. Nor

was it long before I discovered one in a well-known Alley : the

terms were adapted at least to my pocket. I was to pay one

shilling per week for sleeping on a bed of flocks, about half an

inch thick
; my food consisted of sheep's feet, or us they are

more fashionably styled, Sheep's trotters. I remained six weeks

iathis Sky parlour; when, notwithstanding all my economy, my
3
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purse began to grow as contracted as my stomach. This induced

me to try what the India House might produce, for I resolutely

persevered in giving the inhospitable dwelling of my father's

friend, a good Birth. My efforts were successful ;
and having

obtained a letter from Captain Egerton, which made me truly

happy, I bade adieu to my Sky parlour, and Sheep's trotters, and

went on board the Lynn East Indiaman, then lying at Deptford.

We sailed to Gravesend to complete our lading, and then pro-

reeded on the voyage to Bengal. Every thing went on favour-

able until our arrival in that river ;
when in proceeding up, I

experienced another trial for my strength of mind : off Fults

the Ship grounded on a quicksand, and was completely wrecked.

With the rest of the Ship's Company I was again at liberty to go

just where I pleased: but Providence had now blessed me
with a Friend, who lightened every difficulty which it was my
duty as a Christian to surmount.

In this Ship I first commenced an acquaintance with that

worthy, warm-hearted, and benevolent Seaman, Mr. William

Locker *, who died Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich Hos-

pital. We made the best of our way to Calcutta
; and, as he

was going home in the Lapwing, Captain Chyne, I procured
a recommendation from my Commander, to be received on

"board the same Ship ;
in which Mr. Spearing f, at present one

of the Lieutenants of Greenwich Hospital, was Midshipman.
The first day, after leaving St. Helena, we fell in with a shoal

of Dolphins, and in a few hours caught five hundred
;
when the

Captain ordered us to desist. We then proceeded on our voy-

age, until we struck soundings in the English Channel. Our
anchors being unstocked, as is the custom in Indiamen, (which,
by the bye, I think very absurd and wrong,) we found great dif-

ficulty in guying and steadying them, in order to get the anchor*
in the stocks

;' owing to the heavy rolling of the Ship : for it blew
hard at S.W.; and, with thick ha/y weather, we had a very heavy

* A Biographical Memoir wits given of Governor Locker, in our 5th Vol..

pge 97.

t See NAVAL CHIIONICI.*, Vol. XII, page 281.
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Sea. We at length placed the Anchors where the sheet and spare
ones ought to be

;
and having bent the cables,, anchored in the

Downs : our passage from St. Helena was made in six weeks

and three days. We next proceeded for the River, and arrived

at North Fleet about the 22d of March, 1750, when all hands

\vere again discharged. Captain Francis Chevne was the best,

and most complete Seaman, I ever sailed with
;
and I profited

accordingly : there was not any thing done, or that could be

done on board a Ship, but what he was perfect master of.

Nothing is more trying to a Seaman, both in the King's, and

in the Merchant's Service, than the manner in which the best

and ablest hands are turned adrift, the moment their labours are

no longer required. Well would that man deserve of his Coun-

try, who should suggest some remedy to this custom : he might

not only remove the necessity of Pressing, but establish a con-

tinual supply of able Seamen, who would be ready to embark

at the shortest notice. For want of this, how many Boys are

reduced to beggary ;
and then driven to the most desperate

resources for a livelihood. The professional life of a Seaman

renders him thoughtless and improvident ;
and when he is thus

suddenly turned adrift from the Element to which he has been

accustomed, he literally feels, as the old Adage expresses it,

like a Fi.-ih out ofwater*

I now again, to avoid the Spectre of an empty purse, went to

London, and engaged myself to work as a Rigger; in which

employ I continued for several months
;

until an offer came

across me jof going out to South Carolina, in a very handsome

little Ship called the Live Oak, and I believe the first ever

constructed with that invaluable timber. Our Voyage was con-

cluded in a few months
;
when I was again adrift, and again en-

gaged myself to work as a Rigger. And here let me advise

other young men, who like me stand alone in the world, to fol*

low my example: Let zchat will happen, my Boys, Head tip!

and bear it. My worthy friend Mr. Locker one day came to

my relief, and as I well remember in the year 1752. He told

me that he was going out in the Houghton East Indiaman, the

C9att. C&ten. (HoI.XIII. c



10 moan vmiCAL

lion. Richard Walpole*, Commander; and begged tliat I

would once more be his Shipmate. 1 accordingly procured an

order from Cu|>lain Walpole to be received on board, and

sailed from CJravesend to the Downs; where, owing to the neg-

ligence of our Pilot, the Houghlon struck on the North Sand

Head : and had slit: not been a nc\v Ship, must have been lost.

She thumped uith so much violence as to lift her Masts; but as

the tide fell our striking ceased. The weather was at this time

so severe, th:t I had nearly been frozen to death whilst on ser-

vice, in earning out the Stream Anchor : for never did I suffer

more from cold. With the next flood we hove the Ship off,

and then ran into Plymouth to dock her. Proceeding on OUT

Voyage, we arrived at the Isle of Java, and took in store of

wood and water ; sailed through the Straits of Sunda and

lianca with the Monsoon in our favour; received a Pilot at

Macao, and, passing through the Bocca Tigris up Canton

River, moored at Wampoo. Here we took in our cargo,

floored with china, and then chests of tea; and the Trade Wind's

having shifted in our favour, proceeded to Prince's Island on our

Voyage home. In the Houghton I finished my career in the

Merchant Service.

It was now long since I had been cheered by the sight of a

relation; and being very desirous of once more receiving my
worthy Father's blessing, I prepared to enjoy that support. It

was in a Collier that I worked my passage down to Sunderland ;

whence I walked, in about two days, to Edinburgh, that method
of travelling suiting me best. As I approached the Well-known
haunts of fqnncr days, every Tree, and Cottage, seemed to

claim an acquaintance with me
; and even to this day, when I

recollect what I felt on lirst beholding my Father, I forget that I
am an old man : Our joy cannot be expressed. I had as many

TIj- Honourable Captain Richard Walpole. of the Houghton East Indiana*,
w:t< Son of the laic Horatio Lord Walpole, Brother to the present, and Nephew
lo Sir Rohert Wnlpole, .afterwards Earl of Orford. The Hon. Capt. Townsheml,
K.N., took Mr. Walpole first to Sea, and died during that Voyage Capt R

> ali-ole particularly ,l,.stinglmhed hnnselfm an action with the French about 1756*
boj* on .son,,, future occasion to give a hfe of this diMm-i^hed Officer

ongpal materials; which have escaped the researches of Mr. Coxc.
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stories to tell my Father and Sisters, as ever the lady fabricated ia

the Arabian Nights to save her head. For upwards of twelve

months I continued to enjoy domestic happiness, to which

1 hud so long been a stranger; and I heightened my
'

relish

for it, by employing some of my leisure in the study of mathe-

matics. By means of Euclid's Elements I became master of

angles ;
was particularly struck \viih the value of the forty-

seventh proposition ;
and at length, without any instructor, made

such progress, as afterwards proved of the most important service

to me in my profession!

It was now the year 17-5-5, \\henadispute arising between

this
*
Country arid France, I felt anxLom to return to my duty

as a Seaman. The late Sir panics Douglas, \\lio died an

Admiral, was a school-fellow of my father's; and then com-

manded the Bedford*]-, fitting out at Chatham. On receiving a

letter from my fat)ier, Captain Douglas sent us a ticket to pre-

vent my being impressed, with an order to enter on board the

Bedford, and to bring with me as many men as I could procure.

1 took a passage for myself, and what followers I had obtained,

in one of the London Traders : but the night before we sailed,

the Regulating Officer at Edinburgh and Leilh, Captain Jb.hu

Ferguson, impressed all the hands that were on bo.ar/1 tlic

Vessel. The Master of the London Trader shrugged up his

shoulders, and felt unable to proceed on his Voyage : however,

he at length consented to put to Sea, if I would find men to na-

vigate his Ship. I accordingly sent those on board that wcr.e

engaged for the Bedford, and arrived with them in six days at

the rendezvous.

On reaching Chatham I was informed by the First Lieutenant,

that as the Bedford was not yet ready to receive the gentletitcu

MIDS, we had permission to sleep on shore
;

but must come

on board every morning. This was Xuts to many of them whose

purses could afford it : mine contained only ten shillings ;
five of

* War was not declared until the 17th of May, 1756.

t In the list published by Beatson for 1755, the Bedford is assigned to Captain

Fouke, who was not appointed to her until some time afterwards.
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v hich were engaged to pay for the freight of my Chest and

Bedding, by the Chatham Hoy. I was sadly mortified in being

thus thrown aback, at the very beginning of my career in the

King's Service, and racked my invention to devise if possible a

good excuse for slinging my hammock on board : but fearing

that my real situation might thus be exposed to some high flying

Midshipmen, 1 at length devised the following expedient ; having*

previously discovered, on comparing notes, that one of my
Messmates was in the same predicament. Amidst the beauties

of Chatham I Jill, we were particularly struck with a fine Hay-
stack : this we knew must have a lee-side. It was fortunately

fine weather
;
and with the Hay to cover us, though it was not

then so much the fashion to sleep on straw, as it has since been,

our Lodging was tolerably good, whilst it lasted : but the owner

of the stack, having occasion for his Hay, soon removed our bed

clothes. In this dilemma, necessity became again the mother of

invention. We recollected that below the Dock Yard a wooden

Bridge had been placed over the marshy ground, for the con-

venience of people going to Upnor ;
and that upon this bridge a

small house, or shed, had been placed for. shelter in case of rain.

There we took up our nightly abode, and a rare cold one it was
;

the sides of our dormitory being made of old Ship planks, with

the trunnel holes left in them. When the last nbht of ourO

roughing it out arrived, Mr. John Willock, the First Lieutenant,
a most worthy Officer, told us, he had received the Captain's
order for us to sleep on board

;
and never did I so much feel the

luxury of a warm bed : they who have only slept on beds of Eider

down, can have no conception of what I felt; nor ever will, unless

they first resort, as I had done, to an Haystack and an Hovel.
As the Bedford was but badly maimed, and even the few

Jiands we could muster were poor Orkney Fishermen, Captain
Douglas requested the Mids to exert themselves in rigging the

Ship : this order produced considerable emulation among us,
and was particularly pleasing to me, and my Haystack Chum,
since it gave us an opportunity of vying with our young gentry.
\\ hen the Ship was ready to proceed to Blackstakcs, our Car-

penter fuund a defect in the Fore-Mast, which was accor-
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dingly condemned, unrigged, and taken out by the Sheer Hulk
;

and another rigged, and fitted for Sea the same day. This was

considered as brisk work
;
more especially when done by Mids,

who were employed at the Mast Head on this Service. We
waited in the Downs for orders, and sailed thence as convoy to

the Straits, with the Princess Louisa, of 60 guns, Portland,

50, and Bristol, 50. After a tolerable passage we anchored

in Tangier Bay ;
and having taken in water at Gibraltar, sailed

to the eastward as far as Cape de Gatt, where the Phoenix,

Hon. Capt. Augustus Hervey, took charge of the Merchant

Vessels; the Bristol returned with us to the Rock. During
our stay there, whilst I was one day watering at the ragged Staff*,

I observed the Sea suddenly to recede, or fall, very fast : our

Boat immediately grounded on some rocks
;
and being apprehen-

sive of her bilging, I started the water casks. Before this was

half done, the Sea rose again very rapidly. I could hardly believe

the evidence of my senses
;
and not being able to explain so

strange an event, proceeded to refill my casks, thinking that

Davys Locker was bewitched. After my return to the Ship I

found her shake, as if she had touched the ground. I threw the

Lead, but found the same depth of water as when we came to

anchor : It then occurred to me that a dreadful earthquake must

somewhere have taken place. We soon sailed for Cadiz,

where the water had risen to an amazing height ;
and having

smuggled all the money on board that was in our power, pro-

ceeded to Lisbon
;
where we found the Town in ruins, and its

wretched inhabitants living in tents by the river's
*f-

side.

We freighted our Ship with as much money as we could pro-

cure, and sailed for England ;
when we w:ere soon put under the

* So called from the Stump Mast that was fitted into the Launch, when sent to

get water, in order to hoist the Casks in and out.

t This dreadful Earthquake began at Lisbon, on the 1st of November, 1755,

about ten minutes past ten in the morning. The Sea rose six feet every fifteen

minutes, and then fell as much; this flux am! reflux lasted until the next morning.

It was not felt at Gibraltar until the 17th of November, at half an hourpast eleven

in the forenoon. The greatest shocks at Lisbon were on the eighth, and eleventh.

A very particular accouut is given in the Geatlenaaa's Magazine, Vol. XXV,

pages 554 and 587.
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command of Admiral Boscawen, who had lately arrived from

Halifax, to relieve Sir Edward Ha\vke* off Brest. The threats

of invasion had been made by the French, who immediately after

the declaration of war collected a formidable number of flat-

bottomed Boats for that purpose, and greatly alarmed our

Government. On our second return from the Western Squa-

dron to relit, Captain Douglas left us, and Captain Thorpe

Fowke succeeded him. We sailed under Admiral Holburne

from St. Helens, April 16, 1757, the troops destined for North

America were to embark at Cork
;
which having done, wre left

that harbour on the 7th of May, and arrived at Halifax on the

9th of July. During our passage we carried away our main-

mast, and with it one of the greatest rogues that ever entered on

board a Man of War, called Spanish Tom : the rascal, however,

though born to be hung, a punishment which he afterwards

underwent, was not born to be drowned. At the time the acci-

dent happened he was stationed in the main-top, and was preci-

pitated with it to a great depth in the Ocean : he however rose

like a cork, and to our astonishment survived. On our arrival at

Halifax we took the Arc en Ciel's
-f-
main-mast for a fore-mast,

and proceeded with the rest of the Admiral's Fleet on a cruise off

Ixmisbourg. We stood in close with the harbour, and saw a

number of Ships of War lying there : then returned to Halifax,

re-victualled our Fleet, and appeared again off LouisbourgJ
to block up the enemy.

* Here again Mr. Beatson seems guilty of an inaccuracy in saying, Vol. II,

p. 97, th;it Admiral Boscawcn did not join the Western Squadron until the return
*f Sir E. Hawke, inMay.

t I/Arc en Ciel, of 50 guns, was taken in 1756, after a.sharp action, by the -

1 ilclificld and Norwich. She had on board 578 men; one hundred and ninety of
whom ere Soldiers. The late Comptroller of the Navy, Sir Henry Martin, * as
made Post in her.

t The French foroe in Louisbourg at this time, and Admiral Holburne's Line of
title, are inserted in our Naval Anecdotes, from Mr. Beatson's valuaMe

Mrs who adds, Vol. II, p. 1.51, It has often been matter of wonder, that
i- la Mothe, w.tl, a Fleet so much superior t,) Admiral Holburne'?, did not pur-
the Britih Fleet when it retired from before Louisbourir, and block it up hi
harbour of Halifax; but our surprise will cease, when it is considered, that
e la Mtthe's orders wc expressly for the protection of Lomsbourg. Besides,
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This attempt to shut up the powerful French Fleet in

Louisbourg, was made in consequence of the arrival of Captain
Francis Geary, in the Somerset, of 64 guns ;

with the Devon-

shire, 64, Capt. W. Gordon
; the Eagle, GO, Capt. Hugh

Palliser
;
and the York, 60, Capt. Hugh Pigot. But the whole

was frustrated by a dreadful Hurricane which blew dead on shore :

it began at east, in the evening of September 25*, and during

the night veered round to the south
;
and thus continued with a

violence that had never been surpassed, for the time it lasted,

until eleven o'clock the next morning ;
when it got round to the

north. The Tilbury ran on shore, and was wrecked about two

leagues from Louisbourg : her Captain and most of her Crew

perished. The Ferret Sloop foundered, and every soul went to

the bottom. Our Ship, like most others, was dismasted. When
the gale first came on, there were but little hopes that any of the

Fleet would be saved, as we were only thirteen leagues' distance

from the land. Had not Providence favoured us with a shift of

Wind of eight points, it would have been all over with us. Many
of the disabled Ships were sent to England under Sir Charles

Hardy and Commodore Holmes. We were ordered to take

the Prince Frederic in tow
;
and proceeded with her to Aqua

Forta in Newfoundland: the Admiral returned with the other

Ships to Halifax, and thence to England ; leaving the command

to Lord Colvill in the Northumberland. Having fitted the

Prince Frederick with jury masts, we returned home with a large

Convoy. During our passage another hard gale came on at

S.W. The Convoy was totally dispersed, and never joined

company ;
and the Prince jFrederick again rolled away her

masts. On our arrival at Plymouth, where the Bedford was

docked, I found a considerable degree of party spirit had arisen

in consequence of the conduct of Admiral Holburne, and

it was a most positive instruction given to the French Commanders, to avoid as

much as possible the coining to action with the British Fleets, or even single

Ships, unless the superiority should be so decidedly in their favour, as to give a

certainty of victory.

* Bcatson says it was the 24th. We mention this, and other similar variations

iu the printed narratives that have appeared, in order to preserve the accuracy of

Naval History. Bur not in the least to find fault with the respective Writers of it ;

who did not enjoy tlie opportunities of information we possess.
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Lord Loudoun, who commanded the land forces. One of the

best answers that appeared, was a letter from a gentleman at

Bristol, dated September the l?th; an extract from which is

preserved *. This ingenious writer concluded with the following

postcript :

" No Captain of a Man of War ought to be con-

sulted about wintering in Halifax : not one of them will give his

vote for it, as there are no public diversions there : Nor should

any Man be listened to zcho deals in Navy Jobs."

The year 1758 is ever memorable to a Seaman, for the Bill

that was then brought forward, and passed under the auspices

of the Hon. Mr. George Grenville, enabling our honest Tars to

remit money with care, and safety, to their families. Govern-

ment had resolved that the operations in America should com-

mence with the siege of Louisbourg. The gallant Admiral Bos-

cawen, who on the 5th of February had been promoted Admiral

of the Blue, was appointed to command the Fleet, having under

him Admiral Sir Charles Hardy, lately made a Rear-Admiral

of the White, and Commodore Philip Durell. These twro

Officers sailed previous to the remainder of the Fleet; the first

early in January, and the other in February. We followed with

the Admiral on the IQth of the same month, having a number of

Transports in company. For the better preservation of the Sol-

diers' health, this prudent Commander made a southern passage,

by getting into the Trade Winds, which ran down great part

of our longitude : we made Madeira, Teneriffe, and the Bermu-

das
;
and having arrived at our destination, left Halifax on the

28th of May, and with a Fleet of 157 Sail stood for Gabreuse

Bay, the general rendezvous.

The success of this Attack f is well known. I witnessed the

landing of our brave troops under a most tremendous fire of can-

non and of musketry. We thought as much of this exploit at the

time, as we have since of the landing in Egypt ;
and it is a singu-

lar coincidence, that although General Amherst so ably supported
Admiral Boscawen in this Expedition, the chief Commander in

America was an ABERCRO MBIE. On the capitulation of Louis-

*
Geutleiuan'ii.Magiuuu:, Vol. XXVII, page 463.

.
t For further particulars, see Biographical Memoir of Admiral Boscawen, VoL

MI, page 5:02.
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botirg our Ships went into the harbour
;
and soon afterwards the

Admiral sailed for England with a part of the Squadron, leaving

the remainder to winter in America under Rear-Admiral Dwell,
who had been promoted in the month of August. By this Ad-

miral's order Captain Fowke discharged me into the Flag Ship
the Princess Amelia.

We remained some weeks in Louisbourg Harbour
;
but whilst

there, were hardly secure from a gale of wind which blew with

much violence. Our anchor came home, and the Captain

ordered the sheet anchor to be cut aw ay ; when, observing that

our Men were cutting the stopper in a very awkward manner, I

ran forward, seized the axe, and cut it away myself. This was

not lost on Captain Bray, and from this time I became a great;

favourite of his, as well as of the Admiral. We wintered at

Halifax
;
arxl waited there until the ensuing spring, for the arrival

of Admiral Boscawen our successor on the Station, with a

powerful reinforcement.

The year 1759, termed by Paul Whitehead Annus Mirabilis,

or the year of zcondrous Feats, was particularly brilliant both in

Naval and Military Events, as that Poet described it in Stanzas

well known to Seamen

" Of Roman and Greek

Let Fame no more speak,

How their Arms the Old World did subdue;

Through the Nations around

Let our trumpets now sound,

How Britons have conquer'd the new.

East, West, North, and South,

Our Cannon's loud mouth

Shall the rights of our Monarch maintain ;

On America's strand

Amherst limits the Land,
Boscawen gives law to the Main."

The French, irritated by their constant defeats, were again

reduced to the necessity of threatening England and Ireland

with a formidable Invasion. But they soon found cause, par-

. erjjron. doI.XIII, P
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ticularly from our achievement11
! in America, to lay aside then

gasconading accounts of Flat Bottomed Boats * on a new con-

struction, which were to steal across the Channel in a dark

night, and to curry all before them.

Admiral Boscawen was succeeded in North America by

Vice-Admiral Saunders ;
who sailed from .England on the l?th

of February, with General Wolfe, in order to co-operate with

him in an expedition against Quebec. This was only one of

four grand Expeditions in America, planned originally by the

Earl of Loudoun, which this year, 17 59, were carried into effect.

Sir Charles Saunders, I remember, had his Flag on board the

Neptune, of 90 guns, Captain Broderick Hartwell
;
and Admiral

Holmes, who left England a few weeks before him, on board tire

Dublin
;
a name which I hope will one day be again revived in

our Dock Yard?. This Fleet arrived within sight of Louisbourg

on the 2 1st of April ;
but found that harbour so choaked up with

ice, that the Admiral was obliged to proceed to Halifax.

We were sent early in May with a Squadron to the small

Isle de Coudre, situated in the midst of the River St. Law-

rence, about 20 leagues below Quebec ;
in order to intercept

some French Transports, and Victuallers, who had proceeded up
the t River. During the passage Captain Simcoe of the Pem-

broke, CO guns, died in the Gulf, and was succeeded by Capt.
John Wheelock : one of our Lieutenants was sent for the time

being to command the Pembroke, and Admiral DurellJ ap-

* The following Pasquinade was afterwards posted up in the most public parts
of Paris :

Balteaux plats & veudre,

Soldats a loucr,

Ministre i pendre,

Generaux a rftuer !

O France ! le sexe femcUe
Fit toujours ton destin

;

Ton honliL'ur vint d'une Pucclle,
Ton malheur vient d'une Catin.

t Admiral Sannders, in his dispatches of Sept. 5, says, Before Admiral Durell
got into the River, tlir.-.- Frigates, and seventeen Sail, with provisions, stores, and*
lew recruits got tip ; and are those we arc so anxious if possible to destroy."

t Admiral Dtrell, in February, 1759, had been promoted Rear-Admiral of the
Kcd.
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j>omted me to act in his stead. As we proceeded up this noble

River, which is the largest in North America, I was particularly

struck with its beauty. At its mouth it is full thirty leagues

wide, if measured from Cape Rosiers
;
and is thence naviga-

ble as far as Quebec, upwards of four hundred miles from the

Ocean. Some make it forty leagues wide, by probably measur-

ing from the Bay, and Point, of Gasp ee, which are a little to the

South. Above this latter Bay is a steep broken rock, with an

opening in the middle of it, through which a small Sloop might

sriil : it is on this account called The pierced hi>. nd. On our

arrival at the Isle de Coudres, the Squadron anchored in the

afternoon with great difficulty ;
as the tide runs at the rate of nine

knots an hour. It is generally the custom to keep in the North

Channel; though the southern, which is called the Pass of Ibber-

viile, from a General of that name, is not near so dangerous.

According to report, an earthquake in 1 663 overturned a moun-

tain, and threw it on this Isle, which it increased by one half;

and, in place of the mountain, a dangerous gulf was 'sunk.

Admiral Durell did not allow me to remain idle. Observing

several Canoes and a large Launch on the beach, he ordered

IJiree Boats to be manned and armed, to destroy them ; which I

did accordingly : but, on returning to the beach, found them, to

our surprize, all high and dry. The water had fallen six feet in

the course of an hour !

Our situation became nowr

extremely perilous; and as we

could only launch one Boat at a time, and were much exposed to

an attack from the woods by the Indians, I every moment

expected a retaliation from the Natives, whose Scalping Knives

were not suffered to rust for want of use. Our companions on

board the Princess Amelia had been informed of this danger,

by Mons.de Vitney, the Pilot
;
who coming on deck, and hearing

the service we had been sent on, declared that we should run the

utmost risk of being cut off. The Admiral immediate!} made

our signal to return, but it was too dark to see it. In this dread-

ful state of uncertainty and obscurity, we laboured hard to get the

Boats afloat, and at length succeeded, without any molestation

from the Natives ; who, being panick struck, we found had tied
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into the woods. It was now a difficult, and most arduous task,

-with such a tide running, to reach our respective Ships: 1

thneibre particularly cautioned the Officers in the other two

I'M cits, to beware of getting athwart Hawze, and to go on board

thu first Ship they could reach : they missed every Ship, and

being carried down with the whole Ebb Tide, could not return

until the morning. Our Boat had better success; we were

fortunate enough to get on board and relieved the Admiral from

his anxiety.

The next service in which I was employed was to sound the

River in the Barge : we were soon attacked by nine Canoes,

which we beat off. The Admiral on this placed me for greater

security in an armed Schooner prize ;
and by the time I had finish-

ed the Soundings, Admiral Saunders entered the River on board

the Hind, 20 guns, Captain Robert Bond. I was sent to meet

him, and to furnish* instructions for passing the Straits of

Coudre ;
which being done by the 23d of June, Admiral

Saunders gave me his orders to hasten down to Captain Alexander

Schomberg of the Diana, 32 guns, who had charge of the first

division of Transports, and to give him directions how to proceed

up the River. On my return the Princess Amelia was sent up
to- the Isle Madame, where she remained stationary during

the siege ; and Admiral Durell was ordered to send an Officer

with two Petty Officers, and one hundred Men, in order to

assist in the preparatory operations. I was now superseded
as acting Lieutenant in the Princess Amelia.

Before Admiral Saunders f advanced further up the River,
he shifted his Flag from the Neptune into a Ship of less bur-

den, the Stirling Castle, 64 guns, Captain Michael Everitt.

In this Ship he proceeded up the River with the first division

of the Fleet and Transports, on the 26th of June; and anchoring

* Beaison appears not to have known this circumstance, when he says, Vol. II,

page 359, That Admiral Uurell, on his arrival in the River, hoisted French colours,
iu consequence of which a number of Pilots went on bo;ird, and, being detained,
afterwards prov.-d ofgreat service in navigating the Fleet under Admiral Saunders

u]> the River.

+ The reader is ref. rred, for farther particulars, to our Biographical Memoir of
Sir Charles Situnders, Vol. VIII, p. 10.
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Off the Island of Orleans*, a little below Quebec, immedi-

ately prepared to land the Troops, which was done the next

morning. Soon afterwards a heavy gale came on, which did

much damage to the Transports, and swamped many of the

Boats. Our Boats were afterwards variously employed, until the

plan was finally fixed on the first of July ;
when Admiral Saun-

ders moving up between the Points of Orleans and Levi, on

the ninth prepared to land on the North Shore, below the falls

of Montmorenci
; having placed his Majesty's Sloop, the Por-

cupine, 14 guns, Capt. John Jervis, and the Boscawen, armed

Ship, 16 guns, Capt. Charles Douglas, in the Channel between

Orleans and the North Shore, to cover the Boats. The Troops
were obliged to continue in the Boats until it was near low

water, when there was a flat hard sand to land them on. While

we were lying on our oars, the French were not idle in saluting

us with shells, but they did no damage. On the 18th of July,

two Men of War, two armed Sloops, and two Transports,

among which were the Sutherland, 50 guns, Captain Rouse,

with Admiral Holmes' Flag, and the Squirrel, 20 guns, Captain

Hamilton, passed Quebec without any loss, and got into the

upper River. I was also ordered to pass the Town, with

eighteen more, our oars being all mufHed
; during which our

batteries on Point Levi kept up an heavy fire. We stopped at

Major Goram's Post, joined the Ships, and proceeding up

the River, endeavoured to land at a village named Point au

Tremble, but the French were too strong. We then attempted

the other side, St. Antoine, where we met with little opposition ;

raised a redoubt on high ground, and left in it a party of

Marines : we then advanced still higher up the River, and

landed at Dechambo, where we destroyed some magazines.

We were thus employed for nearly eighteen days before we

again repassed Quebec. On the 31st of July preparations were

made for an attack. Two light armed Transports had been

* When James Cartier discovered this Island he found it overgrown with vines,

and called it the Isle of Bacchus. The Normans who settled here, introduced,

wheat and excellent fruits, Its lands, all cultivated, rise like an amphitheatre

Before the view.
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prepared by the Admiral to be lain on shore, as a defence

against the Batteries. One of them Mas not of the least use

after she was aground ;
but the other was conducted, and placed

with the utmost judgment by an able Seaman, who had also

been employed to survey the River, Mr. James Cook, then

Master of the Pembroke ; afterwards so eminently distinguished,,

and lamented, as a Circumnavigator *. The Boats of the Fleet

were filled with Grenadiers. Two Brigades under Lord Towns-

hend, and General Murray, were in readiness to pass the Ford ;

and to facilitate the passage, the Centurion, 50 guns, Captain

William Mantel, had been placed by the Admiral in the Chan-

nel. Many of the Boats grounded on a ledge, and were some

time in getting off. We at length, however, landed under a

most tremendous fire. Our men were dreadfully exposed ;
and

not able to make the least impression on the enemy, who had a

breast Work even with their chins. Fortunately a tremendous

clap of thunder, succeeded by an heavy shower of rain, occasioned

a cessation in their firing, and gave our men time to retreat :

but the night had now set in, with a severe storm, and the tide

had risen very much. The division under Lord Townshend were

obliged to ford below the Falls, and were up to their shoulders

in crossing. The Indians now swarmed down to murder such

of the wounded as could not be brought off, and to
-j- scalp the

* This circumstance is not mentioned, either in the General's, or Admiral's, pub-
lic letters. It even escaped Dr. K'ppis, who notices in Capt. Cook's Life, his

services in the River St. Lawrence, and his excellent chart of if.

t The following noble instance of generosity is related of an Officer who fell in

this unsuccessful attack. As the naval and military operations were so much com-
bined, we trust our readers will be pleased with its insertion. Captain Ochterlony.
and Ensign Peyton, both of the Royal Americans, were left wounded at a little

distance from each other on the field of battle; the Captain mortal! v, but th

Ensign had only his knee-pan shattered. Soon afterwards an Indian came running
down, in order to scalp the former

; which, being perceived by Knijrn Peyton,
he crawled to a musket that was loaded, and shot the Savage. The same danger
Ihen threatened him by the approach of another Indian, whom he wounded with
a bayonet, and after some struggling pinned to the ground. At length a Grena-
dier came back to the Captain, in order to bear him off the field : but he declined
his assistance

; exclaiming, Thou, art a brave fellow ! but ymrKmhicss will he font
en me, I am mortally wounded; and the bayonet, or the sculping ]<;*, /,/

i mercy. Go yonder to llnsign Pei,ton, and earn, him
off, lie may 'liic ! The Grc-

naUier obeyed, and conveyed him safe through a severe tire.
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dead. After landing such of the wounded, as we could secure,

at the Hospital iu the Isle of Orleans, I returned to the

Shrewsbury, 74 guns, Capt. Hugh Palliser.

At the beginning of September I was sent for by Sir Charles

Saunders, and informed, that he intended to send me home in

the Rodney Cutter, of four guns, commanded by the Hon. Capt.

Ph. J. Percival, with his own and General Wolfe's dispatches.

The Admiral also added, that he had recommended me to Lord

Anson for promotion. I received my orders on the 5th, and im-

mediately got into the Boat which was waiting to carry me on

board my old Ship the Princess Amelia, that I might be ready

by the time the Cutter dropped down. I then received Admiral

Durell's letters, who also gave me a very flattering certificate.

Though my mind was buoyed up with the thoughts of pro-

motion, I left the busy scene I had so long witnessed, with

regret ; particularly as a most eventful crisis seemed daily

approaching. The Town and Citadel of Quebec surrendered

on the 1 8th of September ;
so that I only missed that triumph

of my Countrymen, by thirteen days. During my Voyage home

nothing material occurred for some time
;

until one day, as we

were scudding before the Wind in an heavy Gale from the S.W.

I observed a most tremendous Sea coming, which threatened to

break on board us. In order to divide it, and take us end

on, I immediately called out to the Man at the Steerage, put

the Helm a-port ! I was standing in the Companion, when

suddenly it struck us with such violence as made me think it

would turn the Cutter end-over-end. It shifted the casks in her

Hold, and, knocking me down, washed the Man away from the

Helm, and nearly overboard. We had in all but
*f* thirteen,

hands, and even these w ere below. Myself and the Helmsman

were the only persons on deck
;
and we could not open the

Scuttle to let our Shipmates out, as it was entirely under water.

The Vessel lay like a Log her sails all split and flying into

* This Expedition in great measure owed its success, next to the gallantry of th

Officers concerned in it, to the information given by a Mr. Paalet. See NAVAI.

CHRONICLE, Vol. XII, p. 388.

t The complement of the Cutter was forty Men,
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slnvds. It was therefore plain,
that it was all Over with t,

unless by some means we could right again. We therefore

instantly cut away every thing from the lee-side, that could be

got nt
;
and endeavoured to bring that side to windward, that

the Sea might strike her deck, and once more set her right :

By our repeated exertions, and the assistance of Providence,

this was at length effected. I then lay-to ; rinding the Vessel

too small to scud in such a Sea. The weather becoming more

moderate, we proceeded safely on our Voyage until we struck

soundings in the Channel; but it still blew strong at S.W.

We ran into Portsmouth Harbour, and landed Captain Perceval

with the Express. Owing to what I have now related, General

Wolfe's Letter, though written eighteen days before the taking

of Quebec, only arrived in town two days before the news from

Brigadier Townshend, of that City's capitulation. The close

of it, is so just an encomium on the perseverance and zealous

co-operation of the Naval Men, who were concerned in the

Expedition, that I shall here insert it.
<( I should not do justice

to the Admirals, and the Naval Service/' says that General,
"

if I neglected this occasion of acknowledging how much we

are indebted for our success to the constant assistance and sup-

port received from them ; and the perfect harmony and cor-

respondence, which has prevailed throughout all our operations,

in the uncommon difficulties which the nature of this Country,

in particular, presents to military operations of a great extent,

and which no Army can itself solely supply ; the immense labour

in Artillery, Stores, and Provisions
;
the long-watchings and

attendance in Boats ; the drawing up our Artillery by the Seamen,
even in the. heat of action ; it is my duty, short as my Command
has been, to acknowledge, for that, how great a share the Navy
has had in this successful Campaign."

Admiral Holburne, who commanded at Portsmouth, ordered

me to drop the Cutter np-abreast of Common Hard
;
and there

I remained, without ever receiving a single word from the Ad-

miralty, for some weeks. This was not quite so pleasant, and

I began to think that Admiral Saunders had hummed me
about my promotion. To increase my satisfaction; I was sent
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for by Admiral Holburne, and told to strike the Pendant
; my

Men were to be sent on board his Flag Ship, the Royal Sove-

reign : Being now adrift, and having received several invitations

from Captain Percival, I thought I would e'en go and look him

up at his Father's, the Earl of Egmont. - -Was introduced, and

received kindly. Upon which I informed his Lordship what Sir

Charles Saunders had promised to do for me
;
with my appre-

hensions, that either the Admiral, or Lord Anson, had forgot

me. Lord Egmont immediately sent his son to inquire at the

Admiralty, and in about six weeks, whilst I was on a visit to my
old and worthy friend Admiral Dwell, at Portsmouth, a letter

from Captain Percival informed me of my promotion, 1760.

Upon this I immediately made for London, and took up my
Commission for the Sutherland, 50 guns, Captain Rouse, who
had been at the siege of Quebec : his Ship was then repairing

at Chatham. When I joined I found but one Officer on board,

Lieut. Norman, who left the Ship on my arrival. I could only

muster thirty-five men, although the \\hole complement was on

the books ; and my orders were to fit the Ship out as soon as pos-

sible. I therefore borrowed men from the other Ships, and with

their exertions soon sailed to Blackstakes, for the guns, powder,

and shot, During our passage to the Downs Captain Rouse

was taken very ill
;
I therefore waited on the Admiral, Sir Piercy.

Brett, on our arrival, and by his orders took a Convoy round to

Portsmouth. Admiral Holburne immediately sent the Commis-

sioners' Yacht out to Spithead to bring Captain Rouse on shore,

where he died in a few -days. We remained without any Captain

for five or six weeks : when finding I had a sad lazy Crew to deal

with, most of whom had been on shore all the time the Ship

was fitting, I applied to the Admiral for leave to exercise them
;

and thus they were brought into some order.

Captain Benjamin Clive was next appointed our Commander,
under whom we sailed for Quebec; having taken a Convoy of

several Victuallers in charge at Cork. On our arrival in the

Spring of 1760, we found Commodore Lord Colvill Commander

in Chief, on board the Northumberland, 70 guns, Capt. William

. f2at>. er&ton. QJol.XIU. E.
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Adams, and the rest of his Squadron, which had wintered in

America; and also the Squadron under Commodore Swanton,

in the Vanguard, 70 guns. Three distinct Expeditions had been

planned ;
all of which were ultimately to unite in laying siege to

the City of Mont Royal, or * Montreal, situated on an Island

formerly called" Ville Marie, sixty leagues above Quebec, in the

River St. Lawrence ;
which is there about a league in breadth,

and contains several Islands. General Amherst, who had win-

tered at New York, had the conduct of the military ;
and under

him, Capt. Joshua Loring, of the Royal Navy, commanded the

armeB Vessels ;
a body of Indians were under the discipline and

humane restraint of Sir William Johnston, Bart. : and General

Murray commanded at Quebec. On the side of the French,

the Chevalier de Levis seconded the Marquis do Vaudreuil in

the military department, and Mons. de Rigaud was Governor of

Montreal. During the winter, the Commander in Chief had

established a Naval Force above Montreal, on the Lake Ontario;

and had built two tine Vessels at Niagara, the Onondaga, 18

guns, and the Mohawk, 16 six-pounders. At Oswego, also, he

had constructed Row Gallics, Floating Batteries, and a number

of Whale Boats.

On the ninth of May, the Lowcstoffe Frigate, commanded by

Captain Deane, had arrived in the Bason, and brought the joy-

ful intelligence to General Murray; whose Garrison had suffered

severely during the winter from an inveterate scurvy ;
that Com-

modore Swanton was approaching with a Fleet from England.

On the night between the 16th and l?th of May, Mons. de

Levis raised the siege of Quebec and retired, leaving his camp

standing. 'On the 13th of June, the Troops under General

Murray had embarked for Montreal, in forty Transports, escorted

by Captain Deane, with the Penzance, 44 guns, the Diana, 36',

tiie Porcupine, 1C, and the Gaspee Schooner, 8 guns, without

waiting for the reinforcements which we had in convoy.

Our Ship was ordered to proceed up the River to Point

Platoon, and there to remain. On our arrival, we found that the

*
It received this name from a Mountain of great height, ri>ing about the mid-

fllroftlu- Wand, which it commands; ami thence the appellation of the Pvojal
Uouutaia.

7
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western side of the River still held out
;
for after the boasting

letter which M. Vaudrcuil had addressed to the Captains of the

Canadian Militia, the poor devils had nothing left for it but to

contest every spot to the last moment. "
It the English make

any attempt, said that vaunting Officer, it can have no other ob-

ject than the ambition of their Generals
; we are 'thoroughlv pre-

pared to repulse them with spirit." Having several skirmishes

with the inhabitants, I got a Boat called a Battoe, and, hoisting

her on board the Sutherland, had her fitted with a six-pounder.

This annoyed the enemy considerably whenever they attacked

our sounding parties. On the 8th of August the Squadron

under Captain Deane passed Trois Rivieres, about half way
between Quebec and Montreal

; and, having removed a strong

Boom placed across the River, anchored on the twelfth off Sor-

rel, where the enemy had a strong post : The Diana remained be-

low Trois Rivieres to keep up the communication. Lord Roll?,

with the Troops from Louisbourg, followed General Murray up
the River on board a small Squadron conducted by Lieutenant

Gamier of the Navy, who was sent on this service by Lord

Colvill : and about a league from Trois Rivieres, Lieutenant Gar-

nier was superseded.

The passage of the Rapids of Richlieu is extremely perilous,

and can only be accomplished by the utmost skill and courage.

These Rapids are four in number Cotau de lac
;
Hattures des

Cedrcs; Bui: on; and Trou et la Cascade: of these the two

last are the most tremendous. About noon on the 31st of

August a division of our army had passed the first. The next

day, the Rapids being full of broken waves, the Boats rowed in

single file, and kept at a distance : notwithstanding which pre-

caution a Corporal and three Men were drowned. The weather

on the third came on so bad that our army was obliged to

halt. On the fourth, at day break, they began a navigation be-

yond measure dangerous; the enemy deemed it impracticable.

Though the weather was favourable, we lost eighty-four Men,

forty-six Batteaux, seventeen Whale Boats, and a Row Galley :

but our men were soon re\sarded for ail their fatigue and anxiety.

On the seventh of September, Colonel Bougainville, and another

Officer, came in the morning to one of the Out Posts with a
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letter, to parley : at twelve o'clock proposals for a Capitulation

arrived
;
and on the ensuing day, the eighth, the articles were

agreed to and exchanged. Our good Commander Capt. Clive

being in an ill state of health, changed into the Trident, 64, with

Captain Jnlien Legge; and we sailed under him to Halifax,

\vhere we wintered.

Early in the ensuing spring, 1761, being the senior Officer on

that Station, we received our orders to proceed to New York,

with the Faulkland, Capt. Drake, Repulse, Capt. Allen, and

Lizard, Capt. Drake
;
and then taking a Convoy of Transports

with Troops on board, Lord Rollo, Commander, to sail for the

West Indies. On our arrival at the Leeward Islands we were

attached to the Squadron under Commodore Sir James Douglas,

with his Pendant on board the Dublin, Capt. Cascoigne; and on

the sixth of June anchored in the Road of Roseau, Dominica.

Two Officers were immediately dispatched with a summons to

M- Longprie, the Governor
; who, after trifling with us, by send-

ing two of the principal inhabitants on board the Dublin to treat

about a Capitulation, declared in the afternoon, that the inhabi-

tants would defend themselves. Our Ships therefore moved in

close to the shore, and having come to an anchor with springs on

their cables, soon silenced the batteries. The Troops landed

under cover of our lire, aud the next day became masters of the

Island. Sir James Douglas was succeeded at the end of the

year by Rear-Admiral Rodney ; who had been appointed by
Mr. Pitt to co-operate with the force \\hich he had provided,

to attack all the French West India Islands. Admiral Rodney
arrived at Barbadoes on the 22d of November

;
where he was

joined by Sir James Douglas, and a part of his Squadron. As
soon as we had taken in our water and provisions, we sailed un-

der Sir James to block up Martinico. Admiral Rodney arrived

from Carlis'e Bay on the 5th of January, 1762, and joined us

on the seventh, with an armament consisting of sixteen Sail of

the Line, many Frigates, Sloops of War, Bomb Ketches, Hos-

pital Ships, and Transports ; on board of which were upwards
of 13,000 land forces. But I have not time to describe that

variety of fatigue, which Seamen had the glory of cheerfully

sharing with the Army, in this memorable attack : suffice it there-
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fore to add*, that on the 12th of February Martinico yielded, like

Louisbourg, Quebec, and Montreal, to British valour; and soon

afterwards Granada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent. I must now

repair to a still more stupendous instance of British Heroism.

Having been almost frozen amidst the severe cold of North

America, I now, after a genial thawing at the Leeward Islands,

was nearly roasted at the Havana. Fortunately, like other

Seamen, I was happily blest with an accommodating, amphibi-

ous sort of constitution. If we cannot blow Hot and Cold with

the same mouth, we are frequently reduced to eudure the

extremes of each with the same body, and that too very sud-

denly.

Upon the reduction of Martinico, Captain Legge changed

into the Temple, 70 guns, and Captain Everitt into our Ship-}-:

and after the arrival of Sir George Pocock in the West Indies,

\ve sailed under his Flag ; first to Jamaica, and afterwards to

the Havana. Our Captain was ordered, w ith the Cerberus Fri-

gate, Captain Webber, and Lurcher Cutter, to sound the Ba^
of Matanzas, and report its survey. Captain Everitt appointed

me to this service, in the Cutter. As soon as I had obtained

sufficient knowledge of that Bay, I sent the Soundings on

board
; adding, that with the leading marks which accompanied

it, the Ships might run in and anchor
;
which they afterwards did.

On the 26th of July, 1762, J received the following letter from

jny Captaia

SIR,

I have yours, with the enclosed Soundings, &c. ; and as the Cox-

swain tells me he learns from the Cutter there are no Vessels or

Craft of any kind in the Bay, I think the Cutter will be a sufficient

safeguard to the Boats ; viz. the Sutherland's Barge, and Yawl,

and the Cerberus's Barge, -whose Lieutenant has directions, which

accompany this, to stay and assist you in taking a Sketch of the

Bay, from the Eastward round to the bottom of the Bay to the

west Point. And you are to endeavour to come at the strength

of the Castle; and when you have a nearer view of it, to take a

SJtetch of it. And be very particular in your Soundings, Bear,

* See Biographical Memoir of Lord Rodney, Vol. I, page 3(j2.

t See Vol. VIII, page 455,



hiss, and what Distance from it. This you are to do with the

utmost prudence and caution, and not to suffer any body to land

for fear of their being cut off. I send you the Master in the Barge,

who is to be employed on this Service. If any strength should

hereafter appear, let the Lurcher Cutter attend the Boats at a pro-

per distance. In the mean time we shall lay off and on. You are

to use the utmost dispatch on this Service, and join me with the

JBoats as soon as possible. It will also be necessary that you con-

6iilt with the Lieutenant of the Cerberus, how that Castle may be

attacked by Ships, and in what manner they are to bring up; aud

how near they can get to it.

I am your humble Servant,

JVIICIIAELL EVERITT.

P.S. I much approve of the regular method you have taken in

setting down the Soundings. Also endeavour to come at the height

of the Castle, as near as you can.

On my return from this Service, I was sent on shore with a

party of Men to assist the operations going on against the Morro ;

and this was the most fatiguing duty I ever underwent. My
Sky Parlour, and Sheep's Trotters at Wapping, were'luxury when

compared to it. The ground was our only resting place in the

woods
;
and even that was rendered a bed of torture by multi-

tudes of Scorpions, Centipedes, and Tarantulas. Our wretched

beverage was brackish water, and though our Men were dread-

fully afflicted both with the flux and scurvy, their only food was

Salt Beef : Most devoutly did we all rejoice, when the Morro was

taken by Storm, and the Havana* surrendered. The Sutherland,

which had only sixteen of her guns remaining mounted, had the

honour of conveying the Admiral to Spain :* our poor old Ship

had But a single bottom, and that was perforated through and

through by the worms : we however lauded the Admiral and our

prisoners, in perfect safety at Cadiz to the utter astonishmentof

their countrymen, who thought the Havana impregnable ; and,

after wishing they might //re a thousand years, so that they did

not bring us again into such a place to fetch them away, we

sailed for England and were paid off, on the peace, at Chatham.

*
August 13, 1762. To record the bravery of Don Louis dc Vdasco, who Ml

in defending the Morro, his King ordered that there should alw ;ys be a Shij* called

II Velasco, in the Sjiauisli Navj,
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It was at this period of my life that I became acquainted with

poor Falconer, whose genius survives in his beautiful Poem of

the Shipwreck ;
and which has at length been given to the* public

with a correctness and elegance, worthy of its inestimable value.

He was at this time on board the Royal George, and was paid
off at the same time with the Sutherland. My Brother was a

Midshipman with him in the same Ship. The Ode on a Storm,

which is mentioned in Falconer's Life v
r, as having been repeated

by him with particular pleasure, has appeared in the Naval

Chronicle , and most beautiful it is. I never could discover

the Author. In addition to the information which I gave

Mr. Clarke, I have only to add that the Brother of the Miss

Hicks, whom Falconer married, was one of the Physicians

of Westminster Hospital, and married a lady who was "Laun-

dress to the King. Dr. Hicks's widow is still alive, but I could

never ascertain what became of Mrs. Falconer : she certainly

must possess Letters and Papers relative to her husband, which

would be of great value to the literary World ;
and probably a

Portrait of him. At the Peace I returned once more to my

worthy Father in Scotland, and remained there on half-pay for

about five months : when, to my great joy, I received a Letter

from the Secretary of the Admiralty, Mr. Philip Stephens,

informing me, that the Earl of Egmont, then First Lord of the

Admiralty, would appoint me Lieutenant of the Ramiliesj|

Guard Ship, commanded by his Son the Hon. Captain Perci-

val. Our meeting, after so long an absence, was cordial on

both sides, and I found him the same gay eccentric character,

who had so often led both himself and me into a thousand

hair-breadth escapes. He Mas never fond of his Profession ;

and before he died, which was about eight years ago, had smarted

severely for his dissipation. Captain Percival was buried at

Clutrlton, in Kent
; and, previous to his death, commanded the

Mary Yacht.

* Edition printed by Miller, 1804. The Designs by Pocock ;
with a Life and

corrected Text Jay the Rev. J. S. Clarke, F. R. S. See Vol. XI, pages 305 and 466.

t Page 2<2.

$ Vol. VII, page 158.

j)
The Ship in which Admiral Byng had his Flag in the Mediterranean ;

and

which on the day of his execution, (Monday, March 14, 1757.) about half.au hour

before he suffered, brojce her mooring chain, and only held by her bridle.
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In the month of December, 17^3, I was sent from on board

the Ramilies to Hull, with a party of Seamen, to navigate the!

Glory Frigate, of 32 guns, to Portsmouth, which had lately

been launched at the former place. It was to this Ship, that

poor Falconer in the ensuing year was appointed Purser.

She was commanded in the year 1770 by Captain John Ruthven,

and was afterwards called the Apollo *. On my arrival at Hull

I met Mr. Collingwood, the Master-Attendant of Deplford

Yard, who had come, by order of the Navy Board, with thirty

Riggers and Yachts' Men, to get the Glory ready : But on

going on board to examine her, I found she had only ninety tons

of ballast, which was not sufficient at such a season of the year.

I made Mr. Collingwood observe that she heeled considerably

with the Wind : upon which he put more onboard, but still not

enough. As we were badly manned, with little else than

Yachts' Men and Watermen, I reefed the Courses and Top-
sails before we got under weigh. When in sight of Cromer,

whose Bay, from its rocky Coast, is called by Seamen the De-

joii's Throat, the Wind took us a-head, and would not allow of

our fetching Yarmouth Roads. Our Ship also being in no dis-

position to beat to windward, and it beginning to blow hard, we
\vere under the necessity of close reeling our top-sails ;

and even

then she lay on her beam-ends. Her Rigging being all new,
was not sufficiently set up. Our situation every moment became
more and more critical. It still blowing harder, we could not bear

our Courses
; were therefore obliged to hand them, and let the

Ship drift under the balanced Mizen. Providentially we had
an experienced Pilot, well acquainted with the North Sea. 1

observed to him, on looking at the Charts, that if the Wind
did not shift, we must drive on the Lemon and Ovver Sands,
which lie on the Coast of Norfolk, about nine leagues from

Haseborough. He replied, that when we came into nineteen
fathoms Water, we must endeavour to put the Ship before the

Wind, and push for the Swash
; when the Lead should be kept

going all the time : This was our only alternative to save the
* See Appendu, No. II, p. 3, Vol. XL The Apollo, there mentioned, was lost

April 2, 1804. (Ibid. Vol. p. 392.)
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Ship, and our lives
; but, to increase our distress, there was not a

Alan bevsides the Pilot and myself, \\lio could heave the Lead.

At this dreadful instant the Wind, thank Godl shifted several

points in our favour
5
so that we drove clear of those dangerous

Shoals. The Gale also gradually abated
;
when making what sail

we could, we brought our Ship ta an anchor off Mock Beggar

Church, about midway between \Vinterton and Haseborough.

W hile lying there we experienced another heavy gale ;
but it

v\as off the land and only made the Yachts' Men and lubbers

sick: we rode with three Cables an end. Having at length a

fair Wind we passed through Yarmouth Roads, and anchored in

the Downs
; but, on leaving it, made several ineffectual attempts

to get to Portsmouth; when the Wind shifted round to the S.W.

and blew a perfect Hurricane. Many of the outward-bound

Ships then riding in the Downs were lost, and I fear but few

of their Crews saved. We were detained by frequent heavy

gales for fifty-three days ; until by orders of the Navy Board we

stood up the Medvvay for Chatham, where to our general satis-

faction we arrived after a Voyage of two months. I wish the

Service Mas well rid of names which are taken from Grecian

and Roman History, and often unintelligible to Seamen : When

So many gallant Officers have lost their lives in the Service,

why do we prefer JUNO and VENUS (who by-the-bye were

little better than Soldiers' Trulls) to the sacred names of our Naval

Heroes ? But the former I am told are classic terms, and there-

fore preferable. Be that as it may : the fatigue and anxiety I

had undergone, owing to the age and infirmities of the Master

Attendant, sent me to sick quarters; and it was two months

before I was able to return on board the Ramillies.

A Guard Ship being thought too idle a life for so young and

inexperienced an Officer as Captain Percival, Lord Egmont

placed him in a more active Ship, the Tweed, 32 guns, then on

the Newfoundland Station. I was removed with the Captain

and we sailed together to join our Ship in September, 1764.

Commodore Palliser ordered us to Cadiz and Lisbon, to bring
S

J?2ab. Otyon, ffloI.XIII. r
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home the Merchants' money on our arrival at SheernesS,

we Kinained ll it-re until the month of May, 1765; when

Captain Petvival, being dissatisfied with the Tweed, asked his

father for the Aquilon Frigate, 28 guns. In this Ship we again

.aih-d for Newfoundland; but carrying away the main-mast, and

springing the bowsprit on our passage, were sent home to

refit. We afterwards made a second Voyage to Cadiz and

Lisbon for money, and on our return were both appointed to

the Launceston, designed for the Virginia Station. Captain

Percival soon gave up this Ship for a Yacht
;
when we parted,

and Captain John Gell, a most excellent Seaman and Officer,

became my Commander. The Launceston was now ordered to

receive on board the Flag of my worthy Friend Admiral Durell
;

who applying for me to the Board, I received the following-

letter from Mr. Marsh, dated Admiralty, 12th April, 1766:

SIR,

I am ordered by my Lord Egmont to acquaint you, that you
arc to be one of Admiral Durell's Lieutenants, and that he has

recommended you in a very particular manner to the Admiralfor
Promotion.

We sailed for Spithead, and hoisted the Blue Flag at our

fore-top-mast head. The present Sir Robert Calder was
First Lieutenant, though junior to both myself, and another

Officer, Mr. Nourse. Calder, on his first appointment to the

Ship, had been only third; upon which I wrote a letter of

remonstrance to Lord Egmont. During our passage the

Admiral was taken ill, and died the second day after our arrival

at Halifax. With him I lost such a friend as I never recovered :

That Tide, which Shakspeare says is in the affairs of men, now
began gradually to ebb, until at last it laid me up, high and dry,
in Greenwich Tier.

After the death of Admiral Durell we remained at Virginia,
until Commodore Hood took the command on that Station.

We had long been off the ground, without heaving down, and
our Sheathing was all eat away by the worms

;
the Commodore

therefore ordered us to Halifax. Then returning to our Station,
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where we remained some time, the Conquestudore sailed fur

England, and was paid off at Portsmouth.

On the dispute that arose between us and Spain, respecting

the Falkland Islands, I \vas again commissioned for the Con-

questadore after remaining about eleven months on half pay, at

the request ef the Earl of Egmont, who was daily expected to

return to the Board. We hoisted her Pendant at Woolwich
;
and

after being stationed at the Nore as a receiving Ship, were com-

manded by the present Sir Andrew Hammond
;
who con-

ducted her to the next place of destination, and was superseded by

Capt. John Fatkingham*. I had only been six weeks in the Con-

questadore when I experienced another severe loss, by the death

of my only friend, Lord Egmont*, on the fourth of Dec. 1770.

I now drifted bodily to leeward
;
and on being paid off, which

happened when I had been about half a year on board, I felt

myself a complete Wretch, without interest, and without re-

sources.

It was not however the first time in my life. Fortunately my
mind was as tough as a piece of old Junk. I e'en therefore went

to work resolutely ; and wrote to Mr. Stephens for employment,

who got me appointed to the Lizard, fitting at Portsmouth for

North America, commanded by Captain diaries Inglis. So

passing again the Atlantic, I chewed my Quid of bitterness

somewhat more sedately at Boston.

Here we wintered under Admiral Montague, whose Flag was

on board the Captain. In the spring we sailed to Charlestown;

and then coasted along Georgia, and Florida, as far as St.

Augustin, about eighty leagues from the Gulf of Florida, or

Channel of Bahama. Our Captain 'frequently landed on the

different Islands, to survey the growth, size, and scantling of the

Live Oak Trees : we then returned to the Admiral, who ordered

us to Rhode Island. There, during the year 1773, I was

appointed to command the Gaspee Brig, then fitting at Halifax.

* His Lordship was called to the House of Peers, May 7, 1762, by the title of

Lord Level and Holland, of Enraore, Somersetshire. He was succeeded by his.

eldest Son, then a Colonel in the Foot Guards.
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I made all dispatch to join her, and arrived in the month of June,

When I reached Boston, the Admiral gave me his orders to

cruise six weeks in that Bay. On my return I was stationed at

Rhode Island, \\herelcontinued all the summer. In the fall

of the year, when my Brig was lain up for the winter season,

I suddenly received directions to proceed round to Boston with-

out a moment's loss of time : immediately got her ready, and

with much difficulty sailed over the Shoals. But owing to the

season of the year, with heavy gales, and a severe frost; the Wind

also sometimes at N.W., at others N.E., with great falls of snow,

so as not to be able to see the length of the Vessel
;
we were

nine weeks on our passage, which might have been accomplished

In two days during summer. However, by perseverance we got safe

to Boston, where we remained for the winter
; during which we

experienced great difficulties, by repeatedly drawing our anchors,

and driving down the Harbour
; where, if we had not provisions

sufficient on board, we must all have perished, although so near

the shore. At one of these times our anchors hooked the

ground, and brought the Vessel's head to the tide, crushed our

windlass to pieces like a bunch of matches, and had nearly

hauled out our bows, had we not cut the cable. As soon as the

ice broke up, we were warped up by the Active Frigate, and

hauled alongside of Long Wharf. Finding the Vessel very

leaky, the Admiral ordered us into Three Point Channel : when
the Carpenters came to inspect us, her bows were found quite

rotten : this was a very providential circumstance, in favour of

the Gaspee's Company of thirty Men ;
for had we been acquainted

with the real state of our Barkie's Bow;
, we should not have

slept quite so easy as we did. She had only been kept afloat by
a covering of plank on her bows; and what was more sur-^

prising, not above nine months before, the Master Builder of

Halifax had reported her sound and iit to run for six or seven

years, without requiring any repair of consequence.
The Gaspee being ready for Sea, I was ordered to the Gulf of

St. Lawrence, to superintend the Fisheries
;
and this I found a

very pleasant and interesting Service. I generally called at

3
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Halifax on my return, which was in October, for any stores I

stood in need of, and thence joined the Admiral at Boston.

And here I beg leave to digress a little. The Admiral had

often seen a young gentlerr; i, of the name OT *
COFFIN, veryac-

tive on board the Merely .nt Ships, whose father I well knew
;
and

thinking that he would make a good Seaman, the young man's

inclination being so decidedly for that way of life, the Admiral

sent him with me to try him. Of all tho young men I ever had

the care of, none answered my expectations equal to Isaac

Coffin. He pleased me so much, that I took all the pains in my
power to make him a good Seaman

;
and I succeeded to the

height of my wishes : for never did I know a young man acquire

so much nautical knowledge in so short a time. But when ha

became of use to me, the Admiral thought proper to remove

him. We parted with considerable regret.

In consequence of instructions which I received from the

Admiral on the 16th of April, 1774, I sailed from my Sta-

tion, along the coast of Nova Scotia, into the Gulf of St. Law-

rence, to prevent smuggling, and again to superintend the

Fisheries. When the season was over, I was to return to

Boston, and place myself under the command of Admiral

Greaves in the Preston, who directed me to proceed up the Bay
of Fund), between New England and Nova Scotia, and'there to

cruise during the winter, to prevent the notorious practice of

smuggling. This Navigation is the most dangerous that is to be

found in America, especially in that inclement season, being a

rocky iron-bound Coast. I strictly follo\\ cd my instructions^ run-

ning from one port to another
;
and if I found the Wind shift to

the N.E. (when there constantly come on heavy falls of snow,

so as not to be able to see half the length of the Vessel,) I was

pbliged to push for an Harbour. On this Service I continued

until the following unfortunate circumstance took place V\ e

were lying in Falmouth Harbour, very near^the
Town ; when,

bv the neglect of the watch, four men jui^ped into the Cutter,

and made for the shore. I was in my cj^bin
at the time; and

hearing the rattling of oars looked out
|}f

the windows, con-

* "~~

* Sec Memoir of this Officer, Vol. Xu, page 1.
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reiving their intention was to desert. Upon my coming on deck,

with the Master, our muskets loaded,, \ve called to them to

return
;
which they not complying with, I fired, and killed one

inaw. The rest got safe to land, and * ; re received by some hun-

dreds of the inhabitants. I then borrowed a lioat of a Merchant

Ship there, and recovered our own
;
otherwise she would have

been hauled on shore and burnt. On the next day the Select

Men, as Magistrates, wrote to me, desiring to know what was to

be done with the body ofJohn Latty ? I offered to send for it, and

to bury him according to the custom of the Navy : this however

they refused. During the night they htiik'J
; threatening that

they would board us with two light Schooners, -and execute the

whole Crew. I was not alarmed at their threats, being prepared

to give them a warm reception : but, as I observed we were lying

within a Cable's length of the shore, and the Master having

represented to me that they were very busy in an old fort,

as he imagined going to mount some puns in it
;
and that the

navigation where we lay was narrow ;
I thought it necessary to-

move the Brig a mile lower down, where we had room to work

the Vessel, in case of an attack. There we lay very quiet. I

then wrote to the Admiral, informing him of every circumstance ;

but my letters were intercepted, and even published to the

enemy, with every addition they could invent; although the

Master of a Vessel, Mho was about sailing to Boston, offered to

deliver them to the Admiral himself.

Having therefore this, and other difficulties, to encounter, I

ventured to quit my Station without order, and ran for Nantasket

Road
; -where I wrote to the Admiral, apologising for the li-

berty I had taken, and requesting he would order a Court

Martial. The Court assembled
; and having tried the Master

and myself, we .were honourably acquitted. When the Admiral

delivered me his order to resume the Command of the Gaspee, he
at the same time gave me instructions to write to the Select Men,
and inform them, that if they did not deliver up the Deser-

ters, I was empowered to impress every Man I found on the

Water. This gave the Inhabitants great uneasiness, as they
could not produce the Men; they having all sailed in a new



OF LIEUT t.VAXT WILLIAM HUNTER. 39

Vessel for England. T continued on this very disagreeable Ser-

vice until the 1st of March, 1775, when, to the joy of all

hands, 1 received orders to resume my old Station in the Gulf

of St. Lawrence, and superintend the Fisheries. After moving
from place to place, until our provisions ran short, we sailed

for Quebec. On my arrival, the Governor, Sir Guy Carleton,

informed me, of his having received intelligence, that the Rebels

were coming _

across Lake Champlain to attack the Settlement;

that he had ordered two Vessels to be built at St. John's, and

armed for the protection of the Colony ;
and therefore wished

me to go and examine them. I immediately sailed up the

River to Montreal, where I left the Gaspee ;
crossed to Lepriere,

and then to St. John's, where I found the Vessels in Timbers ;

with no prospect of their being ready in time. The Rebels at

that moment were not above twenty or twenty-five miles from

me : we made every exertion, and got one launched on the 3d of

September, 177-5, being by far the nearest finished : she was

called the Royal Savage. We got also another Vessel, intended

for a Row Galley, but so badly formed for that Service, that one

of the Thames Ballast Lighters would have rowed as fast. The

Enemy were at Isle aux Noix, where they had a strong post ;

and on the 1 1th we remained all night at Quarters. On the 17th,

their Fleet appeared, and anchored at Point Daniel : two Gun-

dolas came down and fired at us, which we returned from our

South Redoubt, with shot and shells ;
this soon made them

retreat. On the next day the Gundolas mounted an heavy

twelve-pound*-r, and pointed it at us ;
we returned it with ten

or twelve field-pieces that we had on board. I must observe,

that the Royal Savage was not by any means constmcted as

a Vessel of War, her Decks being arched, like Merchant Ves-

sels, instead of being quite flat : so that when we had occasion

to fire, with a little elevation, owing to this arching of the Deck,

it was very difficult to bring the gun to an horizontal line ; being

often obliged to heel the Vessel.

By the 18th of September, 1775, the enemy had cut off our

cormnunioatioii with Montreal, and were busily employed in
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building gun and mortar batteries: the South Redoubt firea

everal shot and shells in the wood, where we thought they

were at work. On the 21st a Batteau drifted from Point

Daniel, and we picked her up ;
soon afterwards another drifted

down, \vhich we also took possession of: one man was asleep

in it, with two casks of pork, some muskets, and paddles. We
cut her down for a Floating Battery, and putting a field six-

pounder in her, employed her on different Services. On the

'2.5th the Rebels unmasked a battery of two twelve-pounders on

us, from a distance of eight hundred yards on the west side bf

the River, which we returned : but the shot falling short, Capt.

Williams, of the Artillery, from the Redoubt, told us that our

fire had no effect. The enemy continued to attack us for above

three quarters of an hour afterwards
;
wounded our mainmast,

afiot away much of our rigging, and once hit us between Wind

and Water. We were therefore under the necessity, as soon as

dark, to haul the Vessel on shore. Having stopped the leak, we

got her out again before day break, so that the enemy knew not

what damage they had done. On the 27th they threw a number

of shot and shells, but did us no injury, notwithstanding the)

were so near us. On the 30th they began again at day light;

when a shot came through the bows of the Row Galley, that

was fitting alongside, and broke a Shipwright's arm, which

occasioned his death. And upon this all refused to work any
more in the line of fire. We were thus every day saluted with

shot and shells, which sunk the Batteau
;
one thirteen inch shell

came so near us as to gull our whale, and, bursting under water,

the pieces struck our bottom. October 1 1th, the enemy opened
a Battery on the east side of the River, which was very narrow :

this Battery, when completed, occasioned the reduction of St.

Johns, by the number and weight of its calibre
;

the Royal

Savage was soon sunk. November the first, a Flag of Truce
came from the enemy to summon us to surrender : Hostilities

ceased on the night of the third, and we surrendered, agreeable
to Capitulation. As soon as the Batteries were got ready to

take all the garrison on board, we proceeded up the River to
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cainp, where we remained for sometime : then moved

ip to 1'Isle aux Noix, sit
j

t there all night, and in the morn-

ing proceeded with a fair Wind to cross Lake Champlain. We
arrived shortly at Crown Point, where we rested, and then

set off for Ticondaroga. Here we continued several days, at

the end of which we were ordered to go to Lake George ;

crossed it, arid landed at the Fort of that name. We lived at

this Fort, until conveyances were procured to remove our bag-

gage down, to Albany : as for my part, I had only what I carried

on my back. Every thing being at length ready, we conti-

nued our journey ; passed Fort Edward through Serra Toga,

crossed the river at Half Moon, and slept one night at Stone

Arabia, or new City, as they called it; then embarked in

Coats, and arrived at Albany, where we continued until the

Congress had fixed upon our destination : The Artillery, and

thirteen Seamen, were ordered to pass the River and proceed

to the Government of Connecticut, Myself, and the remainder,

after many days travelling, came to a village called Canaan, and

lodged there several weeks; but as that place could not supply us

with such necessaries as we stood in need of, I resolved to write to

Governor Trumbull of that Colony, for leave to be moved

down to Hartford, or Withersfield, where we could supply our-

selves with such things as we wanted. The Governor was so

obliging as to give orders for my removal, and the other Officers,

to Withersfield ; a beautiful village on the side of Connecticut

River. We remained in it about fifteen months, when we were

exchanged and sent to New York. My men were then put

on board such Ships as the Admiral, Lord Howe, appointed :

not one of them ever deserted, though often tempted. I am

sorry to say this Mas not the case with the Soldiers, many of

whom were left behind. I took passage for England in a

Transport. On my arrival in town, I informed the Admiralty

of my return from Captivity ;
at the same time claiming, as I

thought, my right, promotion : but receiving no answer, I

waited on Lord Sandwich, and presented him the following

MEMORIAL OF MY SERVICES

tiato. er&ron. QoLXIII. c



42 BtOGUArHICAL MV.M01R

MEMORIAL 01' T,li:rn.V VNT WIM.1AM IIUMTEU, I.ATJC COMM \\DER

OF HIS MA.MSTV's is 1U(; GASIT.E, TAKKN BY THE REBELS 1 -V

THE RIVEU ST. LAM'llKNCE, IN THE VICAR 1775,

ShewMk,
Tliat your Memorialist came into the Navy the fourth of June,

1755, and served in the Ships whose names* are undermentioned,

in the Channel Service, America, and the West Indies, during the

War, and since the Peace.

That your Memorialist was a't (and had an active part allotted

him in) the reduction of the following Places
;

viz. Cape Krcton,

Quebec, Montreal^ Dominica^ Marlinico -with its Dependencies,

and the Havana.

That your Memorialist was made an Officer the 2-4 ih of Ja.

nuary, 17GO, soon after he came home in the Rodney Cutter with

an Express from Quebec ; and has ever since been almost coiir

stantly employed on Foreign Service.

That your Memorialist Mas taken Prisoner by the Rebels with

the Garrison of St. John's, in Canada, the third of November,

1775; where he had been at the request of General Carlcton,

as will appear by Memorials presented some time ago to your

Lordship and the Board
;
and was detained Prisoner for fifteen

Months : which unlucky event deprived him of the command of

the Gaspee, with the loss of his Property then on board, as well

as the loss of his time.

That Mr. Ezekiel Williams, Sheriff of the County of Hartford,

before your Memorialist was released by exchange, extorted from

him Bills at an exorbitant rate for the subsistence they allowed

him while he was a Prisoner; notwithstanding they had declared

from the beginning, that the Congress had given orders for two

Dollars a week being allowed to each Officer.

Th;' f

your Memorialist lost all his friends by tho death of the

late Earl of Egmont, Thomas Orby Hunter, Esq. and Admiral

Durell, whose Lieutenant he was when appointed to the Com-
mand in North America.

Your Memorialist humbly hopes, having lost his other Friends
that your Lordship will take his Services, Suffering-, and
Losses into consideration

; and, as he is now ready to serve, that

you will give him Promotion as has been done for those who wen-

*
Bedford, Ramillics. Conqucsiadorc.

Princess Amelia. Tweed. Lizurc).

Rn;lm
-j Cutter. Aquilon. Gaspee.

S'Jibc Lni'.nccston.
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)HS junior Officers, and as such employed in Canada, where they
did not show more /t-al to promote his Majesty's Service, nor had

any superior claim to urge, than your Memorialist : who further

begs leave to remind yorr Lordship, that Mr. Chace, who com-

manded the. Gaspee when taken from the Enemy, has been pro-
moted to the rank of Lieutenant in England.

To the Ri?l:t Han.

The Earl of

When his Lordship had looked it over, he merely said, You

may send one into the 'Board! I did so; but without any effect.

1 therefore became heartily sick of applying anymore ;
and felt it

very degrading to dance attendance, and fee old Cerberus, when

my Services might have claimed attention. But being still fond

of a Profession I had for such a number of years been employed

in, I could not endure un idle life, or change it for another. So

I at length waited again on Lord Sandwich, and tendered my
Services, wherever he might think proper. He looked at the

list, remarked that 1 teas an old Officer; and then replied,

f\c id-/ employ you still. Flattering myself, from some hints

he gave me, that I might expect Promotion, I the next morn-

ing received a note from the Admiralty, informing me there

was a Commission, waiting at the Office, to take up. To my
astonishment and surprise, it was only as Second Lieutenant of

the Cumberland, Captain Joseph Peyton. After having passed

between 2.3 and 24 years in actual Sen-ice as an Officer, I con-

ceived this to be both degrading and unjust ;
more especially as I

had been employed in Services under the Admiral, where great

responsibility was required. However, as I was always zealous

for the welfare of my Country, and very fond of my Profession,

I took up my Commission, and repaired to the Ship ;
and I must

acknowledge that I never sailed with a more zealous Commander.

But he was not a pleasant Officer to serve under
;

his temper

being very petulant and warm : yet at the same time he was the

most upright, honourable man I ever knew. The First Lieu-

tenant not having joined, I did all in my power with the few Men
I could muster to forward my Captain's wishes ;

and in a short

time had the Cumberland ready for
. Spithead ;

when the First

Lieut, came on board and we were placed under the command



41 uiocnArincAL MEMOIR

of Admiral Keppel. As soon as. the Fleet was collected we

xtil< (1 on the Channel Service, and saw the French Fleet
;
but

could not bring them to action until the morning, when the Wind

shifted so as to enable our Fleet to letch them. Further par-

ticulars of that ever memorable day I leave to better judges.

All I shall say is, that the Admiral was brought to trial and

honourably acquitted. We next cruised under the command of

Sir Charles Hardy, with the Fleet. On our return to Ports-

mouth I received a letter that informed me of my Father's death.

This event quite unmanned me 1 Until I lost my worthy

Father, though I sincerely loved him, I had never been suffi-

ciently sensible of what I should feel when he was no more.

Often, amidst perils and agitation of my mind, I felt relief,

though far distant, by knowing I had a Father And if my
Reader cannot understand my sensations in this respect, I, alas !

have not words to express them.

J wrote to be superseded, and quitted a Ship as well conditioned

asjany hi the Navy. I then went into tlie North, and after a

few months, returned to London, bringing with me credentials-

from the Lord Provost and Magistrates of Edinburgh, recom-

mending me in the strongest manner to Sir Lawrence Dundas,

their Member
; requesting him to use all his influence with the

First Lord of the Admiralty to get me promoted : but these

letters were of no kind of service. I was therefore thrown

in the back ground again : but, being determined to be employed,

accepted of an appointment to the Impress service in London,

through the interest of my friend Mr. James Dyson, Solicitor of

the Admiralty ;
and on this duty I continued for the war, viz. two

years and a month : That being concluded, I returned for

thirteen months to Scotland, with two * children on my half pay,
which amounted to 541. per annum.

*
Penelope, one of the daughters of Lieutenant Hunter, was married to Lieu-

tenant II. Kent, Jan. i"J, 1794. This brave Officer was employed under the

Transport Board for several years ; and after having performed many Voyages,
Jo the Coutiwnt, North America, and the Wrst Indies, he lost his life in Etjvpt
when

cf.ininiindiiig his MajesU's Slap Dover, kuviug his wife ^ith tluce \uuug
female children. Sole

i><j
the Eu'itor.
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Thus finishes my professional Career
;

for when the gal-

lant veteran Earl Howe M as placed at the head of The Board,

my younger Brother Captain John Hunter, of the Royal Navy,

late Governor of New South Wales, applied to him, to appoint

me Lieutenant of the Royal Hospital of GREENWICH, in the

room of Lieutenant Larcock deceased. His Lordship willingly

complied, and I accordingly succeeded to Lieutenant Larcock's

Birth on the 15th of October, 1787, satisfied and happy.

Here, alter plowing that turbulent and inconstant element the

Ocean for forty-four years, I have since led a life, which if it

affords but little variety, is not exposed to Uncertainty, or

Dependence. Ambition, indeed, once flattered me I should

have risen higher in my Profession; and there have been

times that I felt my Services merited Promotion. When I have

heard, as, thank God ! I have lately often done, the shout of Vic-

tory, I rode uneasy at my Moorings; and experienced a pang, that

after so many years of Service I should in my old age be un-

known, and unnoticed : But the Squall never lasted long.

Amidst all my Fortunes I have preserved that Sheet Anchor

which no Man taketh from me A firm belief in an over-

ruling Providence, and a constant reliance upon HIM WHO
STILLED THE WAVES.

Whilst this Life was in the press the following corrections have

been received from Lieutenant Hunter

In some of the impression of the firs! ^ieot ('p. 5, lines 10 and 11) an error was

iii;.de ia the punctuation. It should have been,
" We s;-.iled through the Downs

with a fair V.'iiid
; oiTBeachy, or as Seairlen call it the Seven Chiia, it took us

Page 3, line 19. For little dead wood, read much dead wood.

Page 4, line 16. For ov.r Men read their .Men.

Page 3, line 21. In some ofthe imnression^/br Cleyne, read Cliyne.

Page 15, line 14. The Bedford vras not dismasted, though said to have been so

in ail the printed narrative* that have appeared. Her ilusU were saved br

knocking out the wedges.



NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &<!.

KANTJ-.S IN OURGITE VASTO.

NAVIGATION OF THE TIIAMF.S.

'N the Regulations recently issued on this subject, it is

ordered^

" That the Colours of all Foreign Vessels are to be hoisted

Immediately on their entering Biigby's Hole
;

to remain up till

they arrive at Iheir appointed Stations. The Colours are likewise

to be hoisted when the Vessel leaves her moorings on going down

the Hiver.

ii That all Commanders of Foreign Vessels do muster their

Crew every evening at sun-set ; and not suffer any of them to go
on shore after that time till sun-rise : and in case any of their

People, desert, or are discharged, immediate information must be

sent to the London Schooner, off Greenwich.
a That all Pilots, or Watermen, are expressly directed not to

move any Foreign Vessel between London Bridge and Bngby's

Hole, after dark in the evening, till sun-rise the next morning,
linJor any pretence whatever.

" That all Coal and other Barges pass up and down the River

singly, (not lashed together,) with one able Man at least in each

Craft; and to continue constantly on board whilst on duty.
.
" That Ships letting go an anchor in the stream to check them

in their Births, shall not let it remain there longer than the fol-

lowing slack water, unless by permission.
" That no Ship, loaded in the whole, or in part with limber,

hemp, pitch, tar, rosin, or other Naval Stores, be permitted to

come or lie above Limehouse Hole, to discharge.* D
a That all Vessels shall strike their yards and top-masts

-within six hours after they shall respectively have arrived at their

moorings ; and continue so struck till within forty-eight hours of

their departure, between the 2Lst of September and the 21st of

March following.
" That no Vessel whatever, after having made fast to her Sta-

tion, must remove without permission from the Harbour Master
on duty.

That no Ship or Vessel shall intersect any tier, but must
take the outside birth of any Ship in the Stream.

7
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THE Rotterdam Courant, of the 18th November, 1804,

contained this singular Letter.

" We Lave been desired to insert the following, addressed to

the Conductor of the Delft C-Jurant : I have seen, with the utmost

surprise, in your Gour&nt of the 9th inst. a tedious and impudent

article, inserted by you, as an extract of a letter from an English
Officer on board the Chiffone 1'Vigate. I have also seen with no

Jess astonishment, that you, in inserting that account, have taken

the trouble to alter the false spelling oi' my name, which is well

k-nown to you ; and have in many other respects entirely adopted
the brutal abuse of that calumniator from the Thames, -without

explaining circumstances full as well known to you as my name;
unless it be possible that you 'are ignorant of the Naval Actions I

have fought oft' St. Domingo and Teneriffe
;
and that, in the latter

of these actions, I wrung NELSON'S sword out of his hand, and

made myself master of it a trophy, which surely no man, who

only fights upon paper, can acquire but,
however this may be, it ill becomes a Batavian newswriter to pre-
tend not to know, that I, on the 19th of September, 1803, with

the Schooner Unie, carrying only four small guns, fought an

aciion Avith the English Cutter the Princess Augusta, carrying 14

guns, eight-pounders, which only saved herself by flight, from

being captured by boarding, for which I was already disposing my
Crew. Further, that I, on the 3d of May last, in the Corvette

de Bataufche Trouw, carrying IS guns, fought upwards of three

hours, the, British Frigate the Amethyst, of 46 guns, of heavier

metal than mine, in such a manner, that she was obliged to bend

all her sails, and to sheer off: nor would she have escaped even

then, but for all the rigging and canvas of my Corvette being so

cut, that it was impossible to pursue the English Frigate, and to

take her by boarding, as they had already began to prepare to sur-

render and strike their colours, of which there is evidence extant.

It is incredible, Mynheer, that any English Officer, who wa* in

the latitude where this action was fought, and even in the port

which the said English Frigate was obliged to enter, in order to

repair, and where it appeared, beyond contradiction, that she had

lost upwards of eighty men, should dare to put me upon a level

with the heroes ot the quill, whose iield of battle is a sheet of

paper, and their arms a pen; who receiuiig the wages of venality,

are directed by vice only.

Therefore -Mynheer, I call upon you to inform me of the name

of the person who sign-.d this pretended later, and tin- person of
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persons who gate if you, or an extract from the same; otherwise

1 must consider and treat yourself as the author of this piece of im-

pudence, and as the insertion of an article which no newswriter,

TVho values a good name, would ever permit himself to propagate.

I request, moreover, that my present letter be inserted in length

in the next number of your Paper. I think I may conclude that

you will not refuse me this satisfaction, and thereby prevent my
being obliged to adopt less pleasant measures, to show you what a

public writer owes to himself and to his own country, as well as to

its defenders.'
'

Amsterdam, Oct. 10th, 1804. (Signed) ST. FAUST."

METALLIC RIGGING.

A PATENT has been obtained, by Mr. Slater, of Huddcrsfield,

for manufacturing cables, shrouds, stays, and other articles, for the

rigging of Ships, of materials never before used for the purpose.
" My invention, says the patentee, consists in the substitution

of metals in lieu of hemp in the fabrication of cable-, shrouds, stays,

and other articles for the rigging of Ships, which is to be applied

in the form of chain-work, and which every workman in chain-

work knows how to apply without farther instructions." lie

then adds, that he claims no discovery in the construction of chains,

but in the application of them to the rigging of Ships, of whatever

form, metal, or metallic substance, they may be constructed.

Observation*. This invention is intended chiefly for standing-

rigging ;
and the links of the chains are made of a short oval form,

thick in proportion to their size, and every two nearly touching in

the centre of the third, in which they are inserted. The weight of

the different articles to be the same as that of the cordage now
in use. The mast-heads are to be surrounded with a plate of rolled

iron or copper to keep the shrouds from chafing. One leg of a

pair of shrouds is to be received through a large link in the other,

just at the place where the present kind are seized : and they are

to be set up with dead-eyes and luuniard*, as in the present man,,

nor. The fore-stays are to be hooked where they are now seized,

and the back-stays fitted in the same manner as the shrouds.

The advantages are : 1. The duration of one suit of rigging would
exceed that of any Ship made of the best materials. 1

2'. As there

would be no sensible stretching, it would obviate a serious inconve-

nience, by which many a Ship has lost her masts, and ultimately
both cargo and hull ; as it is often impossible to set the shrouds up
in a heavy gale, or even to secure them in any manner that will

preserve the masts. '3. This substitute for cordage > ill never re-
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quire any mechanical stretching, and will be always pliant and

easy to handle. 4. In time of action this k,ind of rigging will be

touch less liable to be cut with shot, from its greater cohesion,

elasticity, and slipperiness ; and, in case of its being cut, may be

much more easily repaired with string, which will last during the

action, and afterwards, by a new link or links. 5. This kind of

rigging has a much lighter and more beautiful appearance to the

eye; and, when blacked with lamp black and pitch, is effectually

preserved from rust. The first cost is not much greater than of

that now in use, and, when worn out, it can be re-manufactured;
of course, the saving to this country would be immense, if it were

adopted in the British Navy.
Such are the advantages which the patentee describes as resulting

from the application of chain-work to the rigging of Ships. He is
?

however, aware it may be objected that the metal of which the

chains are composed will have a tendency to attract the electric

fluid. In answering this objection, he observes, and justly, that

when the fluid does strike the metal, it will follow every turn it

makes till it reaches the surface of the earth or water, which is a

strong reason for the adoption of metallic rigging, as in the case of

a Ship being struck with lightning, the shrouds having small appen-

dages to let down, it would be easily conducted into the water

without injury to the Crew, Ship, or cargo, except a man happened
to be on the shrouds where, or leading from where it fell. And it

is presumed, that accidents of this kind would more seldom happen
than they even do at present, as the men upon deck, in the tops, and

on the yards, would be almost entirely secure; and in climates where

the surrounding atmosphere is pregnant with the electric fluid, no

accumulation could take place, as (he rigging would be continually

conducting it harmless to the surface, in the same manner as a chain

suspended from the conductor of an electrical machine, and resting

on the ground, would prevent a person touching it from receiving

a shock. The chain-work may be made of iron or copper.

BUTTON WORN BY THE OFFICERS AT GREENWICH HOSPITAL*.

BY an order of King William III, this button was first worn

on the Uniform of the Officers of Greenwich Hospital, and repre-

sents a Naval Crown.

* An Engraving of this Button is uud<;r the Portrait of lieutenant Hunter,

prefixed to his Memoir.

, eTfjrotu SJoJ.XIII, H
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L.THOHTATIONS AND INJUNCTIONS TO THE SIITp's COMPANY*

OF ins MAJESTY'S SHIP DIADEM.

AS every well-disposed Sailor must be convinced, that neither

comfort nor happiness can exist in a dirty, disorderly Ship, Sir

Home Pophaui hopes, that the Ship's Company \vill consider them-

selves interested in keeping the Ship clean, and stimulating each

other to do the duty of their respective Stations -with cheerfulnes

and alacrity. It will always be his most anxious wish to study
their comfort, and promote their happiness, by every mode in his

power, consistent with the rules of the Service; in granting leave

at a proper time, or any other indulgence that can be pointed out;
and they may rest satisfied, that the most rigid attention will be

paid to each article of provision, and the greatest care taken of

the sick
;
but he expects from the Ship's Company

The readiest obedience to all orders given by their superior

Officers.

1. That the instant the hands are called, they are to come up
without a moment's loss of time.

2. That they finish e.very point of duty with the greatest alacrity.
3. That while it is carrying on, they observe the strictest silence.

4. That they keep themselves clean, sober, and honest.

5. That they arc never to throw any dirt or slops out of th*

ports, or over the sides
; and whenever they sec any yarns about

the rigging, they are to pick them off.

C. That they endeavour to discover skulkers aff* thieves.

7. That they arc neither to swear, or use any blackguard
expressions, unworthy a British Sailor.

8. That they are neither to gamble, to fight, or to quarrel.
'J. That they study as much as possible the credit of the Ship,

particularly on detached Service.

10. That every Sunday they are dressed in their best clothes for
muster and prayers; and that at church service they behave themselves

devoutly, and as becomclh brave Seamen and good Christians.

CHttONOMETRICAL REGULATION.

^

MR. JAMISON, time-pieiT-makiT to the Commissioners of the

Navy, has invented a machine, whereby the error of a time-keeper
may be ascertained at Sea without observation. The great pur-
pose of this invention is to prove whether the chronometer of a
watch has varied from its given rate at the Royal Observatory, or
any other place, the situation of which is known, so that the
navigator will have the same advantage of comparison as he would
by a regulator on shore."

2
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CORRESPONDENCE.

SIR,

'^ST'OU having done me the honour to insert in your XAVAI,
CJIROXICLK my proposals for giving Vessels another form,

and rigging them in a manner different from the present mode, I

am induced to solicit a further extension of your kindness, and

beg once more to occupy a page of your interesting Publication.

Had the Venerable, which was lately lost in Torbay, been
constructed something like the Sketch given in your CHROMCLE
of November last, 1 flatter myself she would not have been cast

away. It seems it was necessary for that Ship, in working out of

Torbay, to stand on towards the Brixham side, until she approach-
ed so close to the land, that, when she came to be put about, the

rocks to the leeward were so near, if the Vessel missed stays, she

must drive on them, there not being sufficient room to wear-

accordingly, she missed stays, drove on the rocks, and was lost*.

Now with the utmost diffidence, for I know very little of the

practical part of Seamanship, I will ask those who do, whether,
if that Ship, formed and rigged even as she rca.y, with the foilo \

r -

ing additions, might not have been brought safe out of such a

dangerous situation ? Had there been a gaft placed on the fore,

side of the fore-mast, just above the fore-yard ;
the same on the

main and mizen masts, each of them supporting a Schooner-like

sail ; and the same on the foreside of the top-masts. If these

sails, when the Ship was falling off, after missing stays, could have

been immediately spread, all the other sails clewed up, and furled

as fast as possible ;
the yards braced in such a manner as to have

the least power in pressing the Ship to leeward ;
the rudder

placed in a direct line with the keel ; and the Ship had been pro-

vided with a light, yet wide rudder, hung to the stern, so con-

trived as to have been turned back against it. Had the Snip

been thus equipped, she might then, in my opinion, have sailed

back stern foremost, have cleared the rocks, and have been

brought to safe anchorage in the middle of the Bay. I am aware

that it may be thought, the draught of water abaft being so much

superior to that forward, the Vessel would not answer the helm

at the bows
; yet by a judicious management of the sails, the

Ship might have been kept on the wind, stern foremost for some

* I do not know that this was the exact situation of this Ship, but fro:n v.hat \

r*ad iu the Tapers, il appeared to be swmeth'.ug lik$ it.
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time, and probably the rudder at the stern-post would hare

assisted in doins it : by being turned in a contrary direction to

which it is usually moved, to answer the same purposes. Ships

may be provided with sails in the manner above described, with

another of a jib-like shape, from the taffrel to the mizcn-mast-

head
;
and when they are imbayed, and it becomes necessary to

work to windward, and tack often, those gafts and sails might be

got up, before they get under weigh, and ready to be used in case

of necessity. Suppose a Ship thus provided, and in the situation

before mentioned, probably if the sea ran high, and there was

reason to fear the Ship might miss stays, it would be the best way
not to attempt it ; but throw all the sails aback, and instantly set

the Schooner sails, &c. and the moment the Ship's head-way is

stopt, to trace round the yards, and furl the sails. By adopting this

method, she might make less Ice-way, before her motion, stern first,

commenced, than if she had failed in stays : but both should be

tried, and that mode abided by, in extreme peril, which causes the

Ship to drive least to leeward ; for it might so happen that a few

feet to windward might save a fine Ship and the lives of some

hundreds of brave Men. The lower stay-sails may in all like-

lihood be made useful sails in going stern first ; by carrying the

sheets to the weather gun-wale, but the leech rope must be very

strong. Experience would soon make Sailors masters of this kind
of sailing.

To the proposal for partitioning Vessels, to render them less

liable to sink, there appears to me to be two principal objections.

First, If the bulkheads were to be firmly fixed to the sides and
floor timbers, when the Ship strained much, in carrying sail, or
in a heavy Sea, the seams of the planks might open so wide, as to
frustrate the ends for which they were erected. Secondly, Such

partitions firmly fastened, might prevent the Ship from sailing so
fast as others. I have been informed a Vessel sails the faster for

being loose. Thus the chief art seems to lie in contriving a bulk-
head that will stop water, and not bind the Vessel tighter together
than usual; and this I imagine may easily be accomplished. I
shall say nothing of the manner in which I conceive it should be

formed, as able mechanics must be better qualified for the task.

Llayn, Wlh Dec. 1804. GEORGE MATTHEW.
-

ERRATA.
In Vol. XII, page 296, 24th line from the top, after the word expense add a
raicolou, and lor than read then.
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PLATE CLXIX.

following letter was written by an Officer belonging to

the Fury, to his friend in London, who has transmitted it for

insertion in the NAVAL CHRONICLE.

MY DEAR FRIEXD, Fury, Shcenicss, Sept. 3, 1804.

I shall most readily comply with your request, in giving you
some farther accounts of our operations at Boulogne, which I

will accompany with a rough sketch : my draft you are not to

criticise, as it is sent only to give you some little idea of the place ;

and as yoi* say you cannot go to see Boulogne, I send something
like it to you. 1 took the angles to amuse myself; and if it

amuses you a little, I owe it you for your obliging attention. I see

your newspapers are all filled with accounts of the French Gun-
boats beginning their operations by an attack on our Squadron-
no such thing; I believe they will never be caught at that work;
however, on Sunday, August 26, in the evening about four, the

Brigs and some few Luggers got under weigh, I suppose to maneeu-

-vre dans la rade en face des Anglois^ and worked to windward,
between Boulogne and Vernuel, by way, I have no doubt, of decoy-

ing our Vessels under their tremendous Batteries, as they know
well whenever they make the slightest movement the Immortalite's

Squadron always annoys them ; (the Sailors call them the fire eaters*

Squad.) The French Gun-brigs never stood half gun-shot out,
and the moment they saw our little Squadron dash in, they stood

in, and the whole time that our Vessels were firing at them they

kept as close down along shore as possible, and in as little water

as could float them, returning to their secure anchorage. Our

Squadron was the Immortalite Frigate, 36 guns, Harpy, 18 guns,
three Gun-vessels, and a Cutter. Theirs, sixty Brigs, thirty Lug-

gers, and all the Batteries within range. A shell from the shore

sunk the Constitution Cutter, without other loss, as all were taken

out by the Boats of the Fleet
;

the Harpy was also struck by one,
which killed a man and sprung one beam, but she still remained off

Boulogne. On Monday,the 27th, nianyof their Brigs got under weigh

again, and worked down by short tacks against a light westerly
Wind to Portet, and as soon as the Immortalite's Squadron showed

their head toward them, they stood back close along shore to their

anchorage, our Vessels firing and receiving the fire of the Batteries

as they passed them. A few shot struck our Vessels, with no

other injury than to wound the bowsprit of the Bruizer Gun-brig.
On Tuesday, about 14 or 15 Brigs only weighed, with alight

westerly Wind, and worked down beyond Portet, with the latter

part of the ebb, when the Wind changed against them. Our Ships
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this day lay longer at anchor in
hoj>cs

to entice them to venture out

of their loading strings. The Iramortalite, Seine, and Lcda Fri-

gates, with seven or d:;ht other smaller Vessels, weighed, and came

on them a little before they got quite close to their shore, although

veil under their lotteries, and I should suppose they mast have

suffered most on that day (the result of which I did not hear,

having gone up olF Cajais.) Several times the whole of these Brigs

had nothing to oppose them but a Gun-brig (English); they
however never ventured the least out to give battle. The sight on

the Sunday was beautiful beyond description; the whole range of

clifts was covered with Soldiers, Bourgeois, and women, to view

the action ; their Brigs fired but little, but the whole coast seemed

a continued fire ; they no doubt expected John Anglois to take the

bull by the horns, for their Batteries were all prepared, and even

began before our Ships got within range, and fired also after they
were without, and when their Brigs were safe, they fired from

them a great while, I suppose as a feu dejoie on having sunk an

English Cutter. On the Wednesday they lay fast, being calm.

On Thursday came on a top-gallant-breeze at low water, and I

believe they were very glad when the tide would admit of their

taking shelter in their own ports, and we than stand for ours.

On the Monday, August 27, they had more Vessels out than ever

before, 69 Brigs, two Sloops, and 110 Luggers, from Boulogne
aad Vimereux. This thinned the harbour of Boulogne so much,
that only small Vessels seemed to remain, though I have no
doubt they have full 600, and some of them very small. The

Luggers and some few Brigs went in that night, as they are very
cautious of keeping more out than will conveniently go in in one

tide; generally about 50 Brigs and 30 Luggers. The Brigs have

many of them wheels in their chains, either for field pieces or

waggons. The late actions rather more confirm me in opinion
that one of our larger Vessels would sink the zchole of their Flo-

tilla, and 1 almost think either of our Frigates would do for them ;

if they can be kept from boarding, any one of them would destroy
them ; and their Brigs are too heavy, as well as the greater part of
the Luggers, to row across the Channel in a calm. I believe

Emperor NAP. must have been at Boulogne on the Sunday, if not
on all the days of action, and I think he has seen (if so) sufficient

to convince a reasonable man of the impracticability of succeeding
iii bringing over an army in those small craft. Yet I think he
trusts in an attempt by his Brest Fleet, or a division of it, evading
our Channel 'Fleet, and coming up Channel to Boulogne, and
whilst tii-

isisr our Ships, make the attempt with
tis Flotilla

; even this would bo thought madness by another man,



NAVAL LITERATURE. . 55

yet some such scheme must be in his head, or he can have no idea

at all of getting them over.

The French Troops quartered in their camps are constantly

employed about their harbours of Amblcteuse and Viraereux, and

I judge from the length of time they have been at them that they
cannot make them answer their expectations, as they have not

more than 30 or 40 Luggers in all. TTie Fury is come to Sheer-

ness to take out her mortars
; whether they are going to convert

her to a Sloop of War I do not know, being just anchored only.

Yours sincerely, &c.

NAVAL LITERATURE.
are happy to announce to our Readers that Mr. M'An-

THUR'S original Work on Naval Courts Martial, which

has been several years out of print, is now in the press of Mr.

Strahan, the King's printer, and will make its appearance in the

month of February. We understand that the plan of the work
is entirely changed, and contains the principles and practice of

Military Courts Martial as well as Naval ;
and which must be

extremely interesting to both Services at the present crisis.

The author has not only traced the institution of Naval and Mili-

tary Lazzs to their origin and first principles ; but he has also

illustrated all doubtful cases by the received practice aud usage in

the Naval and Military Services, as well as by the Common and

Statute law of England, and the practice of civil and criminal

Courts, with the coincidence and variance in Naval and Military

laws, the forms preparatory to trial, rules of evidence, and pro-

ceedings of Courts Martial to judgment and execution. The

work has also an invaluable Appendix, of the most approved

practical forms and precedents, with the opinions of learned

Counsel, more especially of his Majesty's law Officers, and the

Judge Advocate General, on all remarkable cases in both Services

for the last fifty years : and to which is added an interesting

chronological list of trials by Courts Martial in the Navy, under

the existing laws, namely, since the year 1750, specifying the

nature of offences and purport of sentences, thereby exhibiting a

scale of Military crimes and punishments. The whole forming a

complete Code of Naval and Military Jurisprudence ;
and it may

justly be considered a book of authority and reference, adapted

as well to the library o f the Lawyer, as to that of the Naval and

Military profession *."

* The work in its original and comparatively imperfect form has been often

quoted in the Courts of Law; and it was first noticed the very week of its pub-

lication, June 1792, in the cause tried before Lord Loughborough, Common Pleas.

Sergeant Grant v. Sir Charks Gould, then Judge Advocate General,
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

[Continued from Vol. XII, page 480.]

Ha! total Night, and Horror, here preside;

My stunn'd ear tingles to the whizzing tide;

It is their funeral knell ! and gliding near,

Methinks the phantoms of the Dead appear.

But lo ! emerging fro ..i the watery grave,

Again they float incumbent on the wave ;

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONB*.
<^'*S*^'*S+

LOSS OF THE SEVERN.

most detailed account of the loss of his Majesty's Ship

Severn, commanded by Commodore d'Auvergne, Prince of

Bouillon, which has come to hand, is contained in the following

letter from Guernsey, dated on the 26th of December, 1 804 :

It was noticed some days since, that the Severn, lying in

Grouville Bay, had suffered very much in a heavy gale of Wind ;

that she drifted, touched on a rock, and injured her bottom, broke

her rudder, and one fluke of her sheet anchor, which was supposed
not to have been a good one. At the first it was intended that

she should have gone to England to be repaired. Unfortunately
she did not ; and a violent gale of Wind with severe frost set in

from N.E., which blew directly on shore a shore without shelter,

and full of dangerous rocks. Wednesday night, the 1 9th instant,

at one o'clock, she cut away her main-mast: next morning her

rnizen. About twelve o'clock she was seen driving on shore,

.having parted all her anchors. Never was a more anxious scene.

The tide was out, which left a strand of near a mile from the

redoubts. Here were assembled in fearful agitation all the military
in barracks at Grouville, consisting of 1500 men, besides some of

the inhabitants of the island. Among these was Commodore the

Duke de Bouillon. He was obliged to witness the fate of his Ship.
Almost close on the sands, she was seen drifting on the sunken
and craggy points of a rock. Every exertion was made by the

Commander on board, Lieutenant d'Auvergne, (brother to the

Prince,) to turn her head off. It was truly distressing to see the

unavailing efforts made to get up something of a sail to the point
of the foremast that was standing. As she came near the rock the

terror of the spectators increased. Insensible to the most piercing
cold and violence of the storm, and up to their knees in water,

they stood holding their hands out to the people on board, so near
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aid the Ship drift, as if they could catch and save them ; while she

continued firing gun after gun for assistance that she could not

rcfvive. Such was the fury of the Wind and Waves, that inevitable

destruction seemed to await the unfortunate Crew. By the un-

common exertions of the military, some Boats were got, and

dragged along the sands with great difficulty, and then attempted
to be, in despite of the elements, forced to Sea. Officers and Men
were seen up to their waists in \vater, striving in this virtuous con-

test ^\ho should arrive with the succours first, but all in vain.

The Boats were obliged to return from many vain attempts to

reach the Ship, which M'as now fast on the rock. In this dread-

ful suspense two Boats from the Alcmene, who rode out the storm

and were to windward, reached tha Severn. Ropes were got to

the shore, aiid by five in tae evening every creature (above three

hundred) were landed in satety. One man only remained on

board, and would not, it is said, quit the Ship. About eleven

o'clock at night she got off the rock, and the spring tide carried

her close in to the shore. Next day (Friday) the Wind continued

almost as fierce and cold as before. Parties from the 18th and

69th, to the amount of 300 men, were employed all day in getting

her stores out. Saturday the same. She is now quite a w>reck,

and lies, when the tide is out, quite dry. It is not supposed that

she ever can be got oft*. It was very fortunate that, in all this

disastrous period, no life was lost, nor did any accident happen to

the men : they are mostly lodged in an empty barrack at Grou-

ville. During the storm a Cutter wras drove on shore, and was

near being lost. Considerable fears were entertained for the-

Alcmene
; she, however, rode out the storm

;
and on Saturday,

the weather being moderate, she got round to St. Hilliar's.

LOSS OF THE TARTARUS.

ftfrticulars of the Loss of hia Mnjcttifs Ship Tartarus^ Captain

WITHERS, off Margate, on the 20tft Dec. 1804.

cc WE had rode out in safety the heavy gale of the 19th ult. ;

but, on the 20th, at six in the evening, a heavy squall parted our

cable, and drove us upon those dangerous sands in Margate Roads,

from which no Ship was ever known to be saved.

" Our signals of distress were heard at Margate ; but it being

then low water, no Boats could get off to our assistance till about

twelve o'clock, when two Luggers wore manned with twelve men

each (the Lord Nelson and Queen), which, after encounteriug a

Jfcab, tyton. fcoI.XIII. i



,58 CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.
..

tremendous Sea, with a violent gale from E.N.E., got, about on

o'clock, near (he Tartarus ; but, on account of the heavy surf,

could not approach (he Ship, without the risk of being immediately

sunk; they were therefore, obliged to anchor at some little dis-

tance, within two fathoms water. The Tartarus lowered one of

IHT Boats, into which were put the sick, th women, and children,

to the number of 20 ;
but the Boat, in endeavouring to reach ou

of the Luggers (the Lord Nelson), grounded on the sand, and the

people gave themselves up for lost. The Queen, at the imminent

hazard of the lives of her own people, immediately slipped her

cable, and ran alongside the Boat, in six feet water, and had the

good fortune to save the whole. During this, another Boat was

sent off from the Ship with prisoners, which reached the Lord

Nelson in safety. A rope was carried with lier to draw her back

to the Ship: but she was dashed to pieces in the attempt. Another

(the only remaining Boat) was then lowered from the Ship, with

two men in it, and immediately sunk ; one of the men was drowned,
and the other, with great difficulty, saved.

" In this situation, it being impossible for the Luggers to

approach the Ship, the Captain directed them to return to Margate

with those they had saved, and to endeavour to procure further

assistance. This was almost three o'clock, and it was not till two

o'clock of the afternoon of the next day, Friday, (during the whole

of which time the Ship was momentarily expected to fall on her

beam ends,) that the Luggers were able to return with t\vo other

Boats. The weather having moderated, they laid themselves

alongside of us, and took out the remainder of the Crew, to the

number of seventy, who were obliged to be slung by ropes from
the yard-arms into the Boats.

" Soon after we left the Ship, she fell on her beam-ends, and
the Sea made a fair breach over her. Next morning nothing was
to be seen but her masts."

LOSS OF THE SPEEDY.

THE subjoined account of the supposed loss of the Speedy
Schooner, in his Majesty's Service, on the Lake Ontario, is copied
from the Upper Canada Gazette of the 3d of Nov. 1804 :

The Speedy, Capt. Paxton, left this port on Sunday evening,
the 7th of October last, with a moderate breeze from the N.W.,
for Prcsque Isle, and was descried oil' that island on the Monday
following, before dark, when preparations wcru uiadu lor Ui*
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reception of the Passengers ; but the Wind coming round to the

X.ii, it blew with such violence as rendered it impossible for her
to enter the Harbour, and very shortly after she disappeared. A
large fire was then kindled on shore as a guide to the Vessel during
the night; but she has not been seen or heard of; and it is with

the most painful sensations we have to say, we fear she is entirely

lost. Inquiry, we understand, has been made at almost every

part on the Lake, but without effect
;
and it is concluded that this

unfortunate Vessel must have upset, or foundered. It is reported,
that several articles, such as the compass box, hen-coop, and mast,
known to have belonged to this Y'essel, have been picked up on
the opposite side of the Lake. The Passengers on board the ill-

fated Speedy, as near as we can recollect, were, Mr. Justice

Cochrane, Robert J. D. Gray, Esq. Solicitor General, and Mem-
ber of the House of Assembly ; Angus Macdonnell, Esq. Advo-

cate, also a Member of the House of Assembly; Mr. Jacob

Herchmen, Merchant; Mr. John Slegman, Surveyor ; Mr. George
Cowan^ Indian Interpreter; James Ruggles, Esq.; Mr. Anderson,
Student of Law; Mr. John Fisk, High Constable; all of this place.

The above gentlemen were proceeding to the district of Newcastle,
in order to hold the Circuit, and for the trial of an Indian (also

on board the Speedy) for the murder of John Sharp, late of tha

Queen's Rangers. It is also said, that, exclusive of the above

Passengers, there were two servants on board, and two children of

parents whose indigent cii'cumstances necessitated them to walk

by land.1 The Crew of the Speedy consisted of five Seamen, three

of whom had left large families, exclusive of Captain Paxton, -who.

had also a large family. The total number on 'board is supposed

to have been '20.

***^-^*

Detail of the Loss of the Ship Anne^ Captain KXIGHT, on a Reef
of Rocks, free Leagues to the northward of tha southernmost

Souhelepar Inlands.

APRIL 19th, 1801, at HP. M. the Seacunny of the watch

called out that he saw the land, and before any body else could dis-

tinguish it, being very dark, saw the appearance of breakers a-

head put the helm down immediately, for the purpose of bringing

her head to the westward ; but before it could be effected, the

Ship struck on a reef of rocks, sand, and stones furled all the

sails to prevent her going further on the reef hoisted out the

Boats, and run the stream anchor out to the north, to keep her

i'roia forging a-head on the reef sounded astern of the Ship, and,

3
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found the deepest water to the N.N.W carried the small bower

anchor out in a N.N.W. direction, and let it go in four fathom

rock, sand, and stones hove a great strain on the small bower,
and finding that she did not go off, left off heaviug, and sent the

people below to heave out 'the stones, and stave the salt-water

casks forward.

At twelve, the appearance of a squall from the southward,

loosed all the sails, and hoisted them : at half past twelve a heavy

squall from the southward, with heavy rain, hove all a -bark, and

kept heaving a great strain on the small bower, but without effect.

Sent the people below again for the purpose of heaving up the

stones ;
and at half past one, having lightened her considerably,

hove again the small bower, but without effect sent the people

below again to heave out the remainder of the stones
;
but instead:

of doing that, and exerting themselves, and doing what was

necessary for the safety of the Ship, many of them began to

plunder what they could lay their hands on, saying, that there

was no danger, the land being very near. At three, hove again

on the small bower, but without effect, and pumping out the wafer

started. At four, the Gunner reported four feet Avater in the

hold ;
still kept heaving, and at day-light the water had gained

on the pumps to eight and a half feet ; a heavy swell setting in,

the Ship began to strike very hard, and observed several large

pieces of sheathing, and other parts of her bottom, come up

alongside. At five the rudder unshipped, and carried away the

greater part of the stern, and stove in the. counter on the star-

board side, the water being within one foot of the twin decks.

At half past five, the Ship being bilged, fell over on her starboard

beam-ends : finding nothing further could be done for the safety

of the Ship, left off pumping : the Captain then ordered the

Syrang and Lascars to get the masts and sails in the Boats
,

also

some rice and water for the people, which they refused to do,

saying there was plenty on the island, and began to plunder the

great cabin, and the Officers' chests and trunks, during which time

the Captain being below for the purpose of securing his papers, he
heard one of the Lascars (Mahomed) saying to some of those who
refused to get the provision in the Boat, that when we got on the

island they would take the first opportunity of killing the Captain,
Officers, and Seacunnics, and seizing the Boats, and going to the

Malabar Coast.

In consequence of which the Captain was resolved to quit the

wreck as soon as possible, with as many of the other party as tho
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Boat could carry, and to leave the Pinnace for the rest, with

instructions to follow us; during this time the Seacunnies had got
the Long-boat's mast and sails in, Avith a small quantity of water and

biscuit ;
and at seven, after consulting with the Officers of the Ship,

who were of opinion that nothing further could be done, quitted
the wreck in the Long-boat with the following people, for the pur-

pose of making the best of our way to the Malabar Coast : at the

same time the Pinnacd left the wreck, but was soon out of sight ;

when we quitted the wreck she Avas laying on her starboard beam

nds, aud nearly full of \vater.

A List of the People sared in flic Long-boat.

Thomas Knight, Commander ;
John Wheattall, Pilot for the

Red Sea; Kdward Greaves, 2d Officer; John Lunardy, Gunnery
four Seacunnies, and six Natives. Total, 14.

An account of the reef on which the Anne struck, Avhose bear.

ings were taken at day-light the extremes of the 'reef bore from

S.W. to E.N.E., the southernmost of the Souhelepar Islands bore

S.E. by W., aud the northernmost ditto E.S.E., distance from the

southernmost about six leagues, and from the northernmost about

four or five the extreme length of the reef ten or tAvelve miles, ofO '

which reef no mention is made in any of the charts on board.

PLATE CLXX.

MR'.
POCOCK. in this Design has given a minute Portrait

of the Cleopatra Frigate, of 3 C2 guns, in three different

Positions. She was built by Mr. James Ililhouse, of Bristol,

aud launched in December 1779.

The original Drawing Avas made in the year 1780, for her then

Commander, the Hon. George Murray.
In the principal Portrait she is described lymg-to, Avith her

main-top-sail aback.

DIMENSIONS OF THE ROYAL SOVEREIGN* AND ROYAL
" CHARLOTTE YACHT*.

&>ccn.%tt. Charlotte.
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CHRONOLOGICAL SKETClt

OF TKK

MOST REMARKABLE NAVAL EVENTS
OF THE YEAR 180-i.

JAXUARV.

J. A DMTRAL Corntvallis, who lid been driven off Brest by a trraiendons ga!e
*" ofWind OR the I'-lth and 2jth of December, sailed again this day from Tor-

bay, and resumed his station before the enemy's port.

2. Accounts received of the loss of the Suflisante Man of War in Cork harbour,
on the 251 h ult.

Dreadful storms on our coasts for several days, by which muchdamage was sus-

tained by our Shipping.

6. Accounts received of the successful attack made by the Immortalite Frigate
and Archer Gun-brig, upon a lloiilla of the enemy's Gun-hoals, Galliots, Trans-

ports, &c. to the number of 50 Sail, proceeding from Boulogne to Dunkirk, of
which they took several Sail, and drove many others on shore.

18. The Settlement of Goree, on the coast of Africa, taken by a French Expe-
dition from Cayenne.

26. Intelligence was received of the evacuation of the French part of St. Do-

mingo by General Roehambeau and the troops under his command. This event
took place on the ^8th of November, in consequence of a Capitulation between
Rochambeau and the Black General Dessalines. At the same time Admiral
.Duckworth captured the French Shipping, consisting of three Frigates, several

smaller Ships of War, and a number of Merchantmen. It was afterwards learned
that this event was followed by the most shocking cruelties, all the white inha-

bitants of Cape Francois, and other places, of which the Blacks obtained possession,

being massacred.

31. Strong rumours prevailed the whole of this month, of the enemy being daily

expected to make his threatened attempt for the invasion of this country ;
but our

Squadrons, notwithstanding the continued tempests, constantly braved the enemy
in the mouths of his own harbours, while the whole country, armed and unanimous,

anxiously awaited the long-menaced invasion of our shoves, confident of the utter

destruction of the foe.

FEBRUARY.
15. Captain Nathaniel Danco, Commodore of the China Fleet, was attacked by

ft French Squadron of Ships of War under the command of Admiral Liuois, which
the British Indiamen beat off.

MARCH.
7. Lord Camelford received a mortal wound in a dael with Mr. Best. His

Lordship languished until the 19th.

8. Goree taken by Captain Dickson, of his Majesty's Ship Inconstant.

15. Mr. Pitt made an important molion relative to the Naval Defence of the

Country, on which a lout; di-.-n.-M.ru nrrsc. When (lie House divider!, then wert;

for the Administration of Mr. Addtngton 201; for the Opposition 180. -Majority
for Ministers, 71.

27. L'Egyptienne French Frigate, Privateer, of 36 guns, and full of men, cap^
tur.'d by the Hippornenes Sloop of War, Captain Ripley. L'F-gyptienne had

.((I a severe drubbing four days before from the Osprcy Sloop, Captain
Yoiirighusband.

The Magnificent, C;<ptain Jarvis, wrecked on the French coast, and 86 of th<^

C'/<;w Hiiule prison
i r
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APRIL.

ft. The Apollo Frigate, and about 40 outward-bound West Indiamen, lost ojf

Cape Mondego, on the coast of Portugal.

25. Accounts received of the surrender of Curnroa to his Majesty's arm.s.

MAY.

K. The Dutch Colony of Surinam taken by Major-Geiieral Sir Charles Grer

and Commodore Hood, and several Ships of War delivered up to the captors.

12. Launched at Deptford the Royal Sovereign Yacht, a Vessel of 35 tons,

beautifully ornamented, and built for the accommodation of the Royal Family.

The Vincego, Captain Wright, having r;m ashore on the French coast, was

taken possession of by the enemy, and Captain Wright sent to Paris by General

Julien, under the charge of being connected with the pretended conspiracy' against

Buonaparte.

3. The French account? received here of I.inois' attack on Bencoolen, and the

(destruction of the Company's Pepper Magazines.

JULY.

9. Accounts from Gibraltar, of the 4th ult. stating a partial action between Ixnri

kelson's Squadron and the Toulon Fleet, in which the latter sheered off.

11. A gallant attack made on some French Vessel* at la Vaudour in Hieres Bay,

bv the Boats of the Sea Horse, Narcissus, and Maid.-'tone Frigates, under liie

command of Lieutenant Thompson, uhen u number of the enemy, 's Vessels wer*

destroyed.

20. A spirited attack made by the Squadron under the command of Capt. f)

of the Immortalile Frigate, on part of the Boulogne Flotilla, in a gale of Wind,
when a number of the enemy were driven ashore and destroyed.

Accounts received of a dreadful storm at Newfoundland, on the llth May, iii

which above 80 Vessels were lost.

25. The first account received, by the Calcutta Man of War, of the repulse of

Linois' attack, by the homeward-bound China Fleet, under Sir Nathaniel Dance,
in the Straits of Malacca.

8. A Gazette account published of the bombardment of Havre, by a small

British Squadron, on the 'J3d hist.

AUGUST.

6. Admiral Lord Duncan died suddenly on his way to Edinburgh.

19. Accounts of a dreadful storm, and overflowing of the river Aar, in Germany,
bv which a number of villages were entirely overwhelmed and destroyed, with

their inhabitants.

The blockade of the Elbe announced by an official communication from Lord

Harrowby.

31. Rumours prevailed the whole of this month, apparently corroborated

by the enemy's movements, that an immediate attack would be made upon our

Cu:ists.

SEPTEMBER.

10. A violent tempest in the West Indies, at Chariesrown (South Carolina), and

other' parts of the coast of North America, in which a vast number of Vessels were

destroyed.

19. A number of letters from persons in this country to their friends in India,

which were found on board the Admiral Apliu Indiaman, captured by the enemy,
were published in the French Omcialjourual, the -Moniteur, from which they were

re-translated by the London Papers ofthe 29th inst.

26. A communication made by Lord Harrowby, to a Committee of the Londop
Merchants, in the Spanish trade, respecting some disputes subsisting between this

Country and Spain, which might terminat
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OCTOBER.
1. Mr. M.vrcr, i Surgeon's Mate in the Navy, went into tlic Thre? Gafs pufc*

lie-house, Vauxliall Turnpike, where, in a (it of phren/y, hf. stabbed the serrant

maid, wounded several men, and cut his own throat.

.">. On the nicrht between th" Sdand 3d, an experiment was made by Lord Keith,

with fire. Vessels called coders, which exploded among 150 of the Boulogne Flo-

tilla. Tb'> exj/Timrnt was made on a limited scale; and Lord Keith, in his dis-

patch, stated, that a combined operation of a similar nature would hold forth a

reasonable prospect of a successful result.

5. Four Spanish Frigates were stopped off St. Mary's, by a British Squadron,

consisting of the Indefatigable, Medusa, Lively, and Amphion, when an

ment took place., in tin; course of which one of the Spanish Frigates blew up, and
the other three, richly laden, were taken.

11. A letter from Lord Nelson received by the Lord Mayor of London, de-

clining the thanks of the Corporation of London, voted for himself, while Sir Rich-
ard Bickerton and the minor Flag Officers were passed unnoticed.

16. Accounts received of the destruction of Makey, a Malay settlement', on th

coast of Sumatra, on the 1.1th of April, by a British Squadron.

17. The Contre Amiral Magon French Brig Privateer, of 1ft guns, commander!

t>y the celebrated Captain Blackeman, of Dunkirk, captured by the Cruizer Slooj>
of War, Captain Hancock.

18. Accounts received of the capture of the three Spanish Register Ships, from

Rio do la Plata, to Cadiz, laden with treasure, by a Squadroa of British Frigate*
under Captain Moore, and of the destruction of a fourth.

23 and 24. An extensive attack was made by the Iminortalile Frigate, and Baslirk

Gun-brit;, with a division of the enemy's Flotilla, proceeding from (he eastward
towards Boulogne, in which great damage was done to the enemy's Vessels. The
Conflict Guu-bng lost, by approaching too near in pursuit of the enemy.

NOVEMBER!
2. Accounts received of a dreadful hurricane in the Island of St. Kitt's, and

several other Islands in the West Indies, in which a vast number of Ships were

lost, principally foreign.

7. The two French Frigates, so long blockaded at New York by the L<\>ndt:r

and the Cambrian Frigate, escaped through the passage called Hell's GaU.
Jerome Buonaparte and liis wife, it is said, Lad embarked in the Frigate called

the Didon.

8. The Matilda Spanish Frigate brought into Portsmouth ; she. was captured on
Ler Voyage from Cadiz to Rio dv la Plata by the Medusa, Captain Gore.

21. Accounts from Rotterdam of the 15th, stated the order of the First Consul
to seize all the Ships, with thuir cargoes, if containing BriUili merchandise, after

fourteen days.

22. The Romncy, of 50 guns, lost off the Texel.

4. The Venerable, of 74 guns, lost in a gale of Wind, in Torbay.
25. The Amphitrite, a fine Spanish Frigate, captured by the Donegal, Captain

Sir Richard Straciian.

DECEMBER.
9. An attack with explosion Vessels was made, under the direction of Sir Home

Popham, on Fort Rouge, at the entrance of Calais Harbour, by which the Fort was
considerably damaged.

15. 'Die Channel Fleet, under Lord Cornwallis, which having been at different
times partially driven off the French coast, and was now in Torbay, sailed to resume
the blockade of Brest.

20. An Embargo laid on all Ships belonging to Spain, or bound to that country.
The Blonde, of .">'.> guns, wrecked in a gale ofWind in Torbay.

21. The Severn, of -14 guns lost in the. same gale, in Grouvillc Bay.
3< . Intelligence received of Reprisals and Sequestration of British property o*
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1305.

(December January.)
RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

RIGIIJ. HON. LORD MELVILLE First Lord of the Admiralty.
C William Marsden, Esq.

SECRETARIES. S r , -r, r>
t John Borrow, Lsq.

rT'iIE re-union which has taken place between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Addington was

celebrated under the immediate auspices, and in the very presence of the

greatest personage in the kingdom.
-Mr. Addmgfon stands on high ground : he is the decided favourite in the closet,

and may now be regarded as the King's confidential servant.

The naval force which the present Board of Admiralty has destined for the

protection of the Coast of Ireland, will put that part of the United Kingdom per-

fectly at ease with regard to any attempt from the French. In addition to the

Uiberaia, the largest Ship ever built in this country, seven or eight Sail of

the Line are appropriated for that Station
; among which are the Thunderer, the

Princess Royal, the Prince of Orange, the Goliath, and the Raisonable.

In the Secret Expedition there are to be employed 800 artillery with battering

cannon; the 9th, 10th, and 13th regiments of cavalry ;
a Brigade of Guards; and

a proportion of Regiments of the Line.

The correspondence between our Court and the Courts of St. Petersburg and

Stockholm is conducted with uncommon activity. Messengers are constantly in

waiting at Gotteaburgh, to forward all dispatches to and from England. That

negociations of the most important nature are at present pending between those

two Northern Courts and the Government of this Country, we have conclusive

reasons to infer, not only from the, critical state of Europe, but from the peculiar

character of the war in which we are engaged. England, Russia, and Sweden,
are the only powers which have, as yet, manifested any disposition to combat, or

controul, the plucnzied and immeasurable ambition of Buonaparte.

The private expenses of Buonaparte for his coronation are calculated at 80

millions, (3,500,0001.) hitherto not pjid in cash, but in bons on the imperial

treasury, which are already at a discount of 12 per cent.

EMBARGO ON SPANISH SHIPS.

AT the Court at the Queen's Palace, the 19th December, 1804, Present, the

Kind's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Whereas informal ion has been received that an Embargo has been ordered to

be laid upon all British Ships in the ports of the kingdom of Spain; it is this day
ordered by his Majesty, by and with the advice of his Privy Council, thatnoShipa

or Vessels belonging to any of his Majesty's subjects be permitted to enter and

clear out for any of th'e ports- of Spain, until further orders : And his Majesty is

further pleased to order, that a General Embargo or Stop be made of all Spanish

Ships and Vessels whatsoever, now within, or which hereafter shall come into any
of the ports, harbours or roads, within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland, together with all persons and effects on board the said Ships and Vessels ;

but that the utmost care be taken for the preservation of all and every part of the

cargoes on board any of the said Ships, so that no damage or embezzlement

whatever be sustained.
S. COTTRELL.

/[2at>, Cf?roa. Otcl.XIII. K
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Th -
Mrr-nry. n large Spanish Ship from la Plata, has been sent into Baltimore

in Ireland, liy
the Phtrnix I'ripr&te.

Government has exchanged 'he Dutch Captain Blys Van Tuslong, laic Com-

mandant of the Dutch Marine Forces, captured at Surinam, for the Hon. Captain

Colvill, late of the Rotnney; and as a cartel for the exchange of prisoners has

been opened hcUvceii the two Governments on the most liberal footing, there is no

doubt that the British now in Holland will very soon be restored to their country

and friends.

Extract of a letter from Captain William Williams, of the Brig St. Joseph, 12

guns and tinmen, hound to Africa, to his owners
;
dated at Sea, 20th July, 1804,

(lat. 43-l<'S. long. 1158'E.
" I take the first opportunity that has offered, to inform you, that in lat. 46? 56'

N. long. 13* 18' \V, we fell in with a French Brig Privateer of 16 guns, and

apparently full of men, which we engaged for two hours, and heat her off; the

action began at half past nine A.M. and lasted till half past eleven, when the Pri-

vateer sheered off and made all the sail she could from us. We received no

damage whatever in the action, as most of her shot went over u?. She had several

of our shot in her quarter, and some through her fore and .ift main-sail, which ve

could very plainly see
;
but what other damage she got I cannot inform you. She-

kept in sight for two days after, but did not think proper to come within gun-shot

of us a second time: she was a long low Brig, sailed remarkably fast, and appa-

rvntly had been out but a very short time : all the people I had on board behaved

in the action as well a^ I could expect."

A letter from an Officer on board his Majesty's Ship Fisgard, dated off Cape St.

Vincent, Nov. 28th, says
" We cannot desire a better Station

;
we heard of hos-

tilities with Spain on October the 15th, and on that very day we captured two

Ships. Lord Nelson received from us the first intelligence. We have already-

taken twelve Ships, and entertain hopes of as many more. Yesterday we fell in

with the Donegal, Capt. Sir R. Strachan, who has taken a large Spanish Frigate, the

Amphitrilc, after a chase of 46 hours, and 15 minutes' action, in which the Spanish

Captain was killed : the prize was from Cadiz, with dispatches for Teneriffe and

the Havana, laden with stores. The Amphitrite Frigate, of 42 guns, was one of

.the finest 'Frigates in the Spanish Navy. The Donegal chased the Amphitrite for

several hours, sometimes gaining upon her, and sometimes logins; at length the

Amphitrite carried away her mi/.en-top-masr, which enabled the Donegal to come

up with her. A Boat was then dispatched by Sir Richard for the purpose of

bringing the Spanish Captain on board. Some difficulty arose from neither party

understanding the language of the other
;

at- length Sir Richard acquainted the

Spanish Captain, that, in compliance with the orders he had received from .his

Admiral, he was under the necessity of conducting the Amphitrite back again to

Cadiz, and he allowed the Spanish Captain three minutes to determine whether

he would comply without compelling him to have recourse to force. After waiting
six minutes in vain for a favourable answer, the Donegal fired into the Amphitrite,
which was immediately answered with a broadside. An engagement then ensued*

which lasted about eight minutes, when the Amphitrite struck her colours. During
this short engagement the Spanish Captain was unfortunately killed by a musket

ball. The Donegal has also captured another Spanish Ship, supposed the richest

that ever sailed from Cadiz, her cargo reported worth 200,0001."

Another letter, dated November 29, adds" We have this day taken a large

Ship from the River dc la Plata."
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1
'.'icy

had captured the following Ships previous to the 3d of December :

Tsostra Signora del Rosario, value -
jf. 10,000

II Fortuna ---.---. 8,000

St. Joseph 12,000

La Yirgine Assunipto ..... 6,000

Apollo 15,000

Signora del Purificatione - .... 40,000

Fawket 1,100

Gustavus Adolphus ...... 1,000

A Settee 600

A Ship, with naval stores .... 40,000

A courier arrived at Cork, Dec. 12, from Baltimore with intelligence, that a

large Spanish Ship called the Mercury, from the -river la Plata, with a very
valuable cargo, a considerable part of it specie, had arrived in

_^he harbour, de

tained and sent in by the Phoenix Frigate.

COURT OF KING'S BENCH, DECEMBER 12.

RACK and others v. MACKAY.

THIS and three other actions were brought against the defendant, the Captain
of a Man of War, by the plaintiiFs, as privileged Seamen on board the Ocean, who
claimed Protection. The proceedings were interrupted by Mr. Gibbs, who said

the actions were not brought for the sake of damages, but to teach Naval Officers

in the Impress Service that they must respect protections; and added, that he

would be content with a shilling damages in each cause.

Lord Ellenborougl* observed, that it was very handsomely done on the part of

the plaintiffs, and he hoped it would have the desired effect. Verdict for the

plaintiffs Damages Is.

Advice has been received by Government, that the fast-sailing Cutter, in which

Major-General Sir John Moore, K.B. had embarked, landed him safely at Lisbon :

the object of this secret mission is to learn, through the local investigation made

by this gallant and discerning Officer, whether any, and what aid can be given

to effect the security of that endangered country.

The Renommee Frigate, which has undergone a complete repair in Messrs.

Perry's Dock-yard, will be completed in the course of a few days, when she will

be ordered into commission.

Bantry Bay, Dec. 22. His Majesty's Ship Thunderer grounded yesterday
about the fall of night, close to Bere Island. In the dreadful gale of yesterday
she rode hard, and snapped her cable ; by which accident she shored. Fortu-

nately she has struck upon a muddy place, and there is hope that she may begot
off. She fired signal guns of distress repeatedly last night. His Majesty's Ship

Princess Royal, of 98 guns, is anchored off the western harbour of Beerhaven,

waiting only a change of Wind to come in.

Castkbar, Bantry Bay, Dec. 24, 1804.

Yesterday the Princess Royal, which had been off our Coast, arrived here, to

take on board the guns, stores, and shot of the Thunderer ;
and this day the

Goliath, with a Frigate, name hitherto unknown, and a Transport^ came in to take

out the remainder of the stores. It is still thought, when the Thunderer is

lightened, she will be got off, as she lies in a soft bed, and there is good discipline*

on board, the Crew being ready to second the Officers in every exertion.

Dublin, Jan. 3. His Majesty's Ship Thunderer was at last got off the place at

Bere Island, where she Lad grounded, and UQW rides safely at anchor ia deep.
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water. Besides the powerful Squadron now in Bantry Bay, there are British

Ships of War cruizing oil" alt the head-lands from the Shannon to Cork harbour.

Cork, Dec. 31. By our Correspondent at Bantry, we are informed of the arrival

of his Majesty's Ship Prince of Orange, -with Rear-Admiral Drury's Flag, to join

the Squadron at B^erhaven, consisting of the Princess Royal, Goliath, and Thun-

derer. The- Dryad and Rossario were also at Beerhaven.

The Dauntless, a new Sloop of 18 suns, recently launched at Hull, is ordered to

SheiTm-ss to he prepared for immediate Service.

The Spanish Ship capered by the Neptune, of Grcenock, is estimated to be

worth MO.OOOI.

The Dock-yard at Woolwich has been visitod by Mr. Churchman, accompanied
bv Mr. Whidbey, the superinrendant, who are employed by Government in making
observations on the gradual rising of the tide waters of the Thames. There were

made at this place one whole year's observations, commencing on the 4th of May,
1761 ; and, according to the register, they were continued during the arrival ofour

most gracious Queen at Harwich, the 8th of September. The orders from the

Admiralty were to send an account of the spring and neap tides at this port, after

keeping an exact account of the perpendicular rise from low to high -water on

each tide, taking notice of the course of the Wind on each day of the month, and

whether morning or evening tide. The cell at the bottom of the single dock

gates was a fixed mark, and the depth the water ebbed below it was added to the

height that the next tide flowed above it, which gave the perpendicular flow of

each tide. Now it is ascertained that, since the year 1761, there have been two

new set of dock gates, on account of the old ones going to decay: the first was
said to he somewhere about the year 1766, and the last in 1783. On paying par-
ticular attention to the cell of the dock gates at low water, it did not appear above

the surface, but a considerable piece of timber was observed under water, but

above the cell; and although the difference between high and low water remains

nearly the same, both high and low water marks are about four feet perpendicular

higher than was the case in 1761, which remains to be confirmed or not, by
corresponding observations to be made in different parts of the United Empire.

Capt. Vancouver, or rather Mr. Whidbey, informs us, Vol. Ill, pages '/9'3 and 294,
that on the N.W. coast of America, in his two last excursions, several places were
seen where the Ocean was evidently encroaching very fast upon the Land. (See
NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I, page 406.)
December 31, the day appointed for launching the Hebe Frigate, at his Majes-

ty's Yard, at Deptford, her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales signified her

intention of honouring the Launch' with her presence. At a quarter past one
o'clock her Royal Highness arrived, attended by two Ladies: they were con-'

ducted on board the Royal Sovereign Yacht, and very politely received by
Admiral Douglas ; the Volunteers of the Yard saluted her Royal Highness as she

passed, and the Band of the Tower Hamlets Militia played
" God surti the King."

At halt past one the Frigate dashed into the water, amidst an immen.se concourse
of spectators, the Band playing

" Rule Britannia." Immediately after the Launch
her Royal Highness went into the state-room, and alter taking some refreshment,
landed, and left the yard greeted by the huzzas of the spectators. The Frigate
is pierced for 36 guns, but rated

only at 32; she is already coppered, and will

be speedily rigged and fitted for Sea
; she is built of fir, and has been but little

more than four months under hand.

It is with extreme pleasure we announce tp the public, that a plan for a Light-
House, intended to be erected on Flamborough Head, is now invented on a ^ c;y



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT TEAR, 1805. 69

peculiar construction; and submitted to the inspection of the Trinity Houses,

Ship Owners, Underwriters, and Merchants of London, Newcastle, Hull, and
other ports. We believe that it meets with the general approbation ot" ail who
are concerned in the preservation of property, and the lives of Manners at Sea,
and that it will be carried into effect. The plan a the invention of B. Milne,

Esq. Collector of his Majesty's Customs at the port of Bridlingtdn. It is to I e

constructed with two lights revolving on a horizontal plane, seventy feet from the

ground, reflected by concave mirrors
; appearing to the Mariners at Sea alternately

seventy i'ect asunder, and then as one light, by eclipsing each as they pas? round,

every five minutes
; by which means they will be distinguishable from all other

lights on the coast, Those perilous rocks at Flamliorough Head may then be

passed with
safety. The lights being continually seen, and distinctly known by

all Manners, even of the least experience, must prove of the greatest utility tothe

navigation on that coast.

In Cork the slaughtering season ceased on Christmas-eve. An immense quan-

tity of the finest beef has been saved for the use of the Navy, and notwithstand-

ing the great consumption of the article, the price continued througtsout the sea-

son to the public infinitely lower there than we can purchase beef or pork in

our markets.

In consequence of a representation from the Lords Commissioner.' of the

Admiralty, of the necessity of a Sub-Lieutenant on board such of his Majesty's
armed Brigs as are commanded by Lieutenants, (and to which we alluded in our

last, Vol. XII, page 510,) an Order of Council has been directed to them, autho-

rizing their Lordships to employ Midshipmen who have served their time, aad

passed their examination, as Sub-Lieutenants on board the said Brigs accordingly.
Tht-ir pay to be 4s. per day. The above is in orders, and was made known to all

the Ships at Sheerness.

As a feature in the British naval character, the following is worthy of notice :

His Majesty's Ship the Buckingham being appropriated solely for the reception
of Dutch prisoners of war, her Ship's Company, consisting of a detachment ot' the

Royal Marines and some Seamen, gave up the whole of their provisions, beer, &c.

en Christmas Day, to the Dutch prisoners, in consideration of the humanity and

kindness with which they understood the llornney's Officers and S!up's Compauy
had been treated by the Dutch on the loss of that Ship on their coast : an ac-

knowledgment which the prisoners most thankfully enjoyed in every sense of the

expression. On New Year's day they were regaled by the Officers of the Ship
en account of the same consideration.

During the late gales, a Vessel from Gottenburgh, laden with various

merchandise, was driven ashore between Blackeny and Cley, and soon after

bt-Mine a wreck : four of the Crew, consisting of nine men, unfortunately perished.

A la'ro;e box, which had been observed floating on the Sea, has since been picked

up by some beachmen, one of whom was near losing his life in his exertions, with

two others, to bring it on shore. It contained a number of gold rings, several

dozen bottle slides, some silver waiters, and other articles, which are now in the

jsoss'^-sion or'T. W. Coke, Esq. as Lord of the Manor. Several barrels of sper-

maceti oil have also come ashore.

On the 1st of January was launched from Mr. Tanner's Yard, at Dartmouth, a

beautiful Ship of War, of 26 guns. This is the third Ship which has been launched

for Government from the same Yard within the last six months. There are above

200 Sliip Carpenters and other Artificers in Mr. Tanner's employ ; and four or

five more Vessels will be launched before' the summer Such are the peculiar

advantages of this private Yard, that a 74 could be launched in any tide,
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The news of the Spanish Declaration of War w;< communicated to Lloyd's

in.uic in the following note from -Mr. ILmimond:

(COPY.) "
ftomning-ttreet, Jan. 7, 1805.

"
I atu directed to acquaint yon, tliat War was declared, on the part of his

Catholic Majesty, against Great Britain, on the llilh of December last.

" 1 am your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed)
" GLORGE HAMMOND.

" To the Masters of Lloyd's."

DECLARATION OF WAR AGAIXST SPAIN.

AT the Conn at the Queen's Palace, the llth of January, 1C05, Present, the

Kind's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

WHEREAS his Majesty has received information that the King of Spain 1m
issued a Declaration of War against his Majesty, his Subjects, and People; his

Majesty, therefore) being determined to take such measures as are necessary for

vindicating the honour of his Crown, and for the vigorous prosecution of the War
in which lie finds himself engaged, is pleased, by and with the advice of his Privy

Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, that General Reprisals be granted

against the Ships, Goods, and Subjects of the King of Spain, so that as well his

Majesty's Fleets and Ships, as also all other Ships and Vessels that shall be com-

missioned, by Letters of Marque, or General Reprisals, or otherwise, by his Majes-

ty's Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain,

shall and may lawfully seize all Ships, Vessels, and Goods belonging to the King
of Spain, or his Subjects, or others inhabiting within the territories of the King of

Spain, and bring the same to judgment in any of the Courts of Admiralty within

In.-, Majesty's dominions; and, to that end, his Majesty's Advocate-General, with

the Advocate of the Admiralty, are forthwith to prepare the draft of a commission,
and present the same to his Majesty at this Board, authorising the Commissioners
Jor executing the Office of Lord High Admiral, or any person or persons by them

empowered and appointed, to issue forth and grant Letters of Marque and

R^pris-.ils to any of his Majesty's Subjects, or others whom the said Commissioners
shall deem

fitly qualified in that behalf, for the apprehending, seizing, and taking
the Ships, Vessels, and Goods belonging to Spain, and the Vassals and Subjects of
the King ot Spain, or any inhabiting within -his Countries, Territories, or Domi,-
ri!"H>; and that such powers and clauses be inserted in the said Commission, as

have been usual, and are according to former precedents; and his Majesty's said

Advocate-Genera!, with the Advocate of the. Admiralty, are also forthwith to pre-

}nre the Draft of a Commission, and present the same to his Majesty at this Board,

authorising the said Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral,
to will and require the High Court of Admiralty of Great Britain, and the Lieu-
tenant and Judge of the said Court, his Surrogate or Surrogates, as also the several
Courts of Admiralty within his Majesty's Dominions to take cognizance of, and,

judicially proceed upon all and all manner of Captures, Seizures, Prices, and
Reprisals of all Ships and Goods tlrat are or shall be taken, and to hear and
determine, the same; and, according to the course of Admiralty, and the Laws of
Nations, to adjudge and condemn all such Ships, Vessels, and Goods, as shall

belong to Spain, or the Vassals and Subjects of the King of Spain, or to any
others inhabiting within any of his Countries, Territories, and Dominions

;
and

tW such powers and clauses be inserted in, the said Comnivssicri as have beta
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iinal, and are according to former precedents; and they are likewise to prepare
aud lay before his Majesty at this Board a draft of such instructions as may be pro-

per to be sent to the Courts of Admiralty in his Majesty's foreign Governments
and Plantations, for their guidance herein

;
as also another draft of instructions i'or

tuch Ships a* shall he cuinmissionaied for the purposes afore-mentioned.

Eldon, C. Htiwkfshnrii.

l/ojirri>.e. EUcnbormiglt.
Camden. W. Pitt.

Melinite. W. Grant.

Sldnwuth. Charitt Morgan.

Cnstlereagh. Evan Xepcaa,

Mulyraie.

tTESTMIVSTKR, JANUARY 15, 180.5.

'jpIIIS day his Majesty came to the House of Peers, and beins;, in his royal roboi,

seated on the Throne with the usual solemnity. Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentle-

man Usher of the Black Ro-1, v:s vni with a message from his Maiestv to the

House of Commons, commanding their attendance! in the House of Peers. The
Commons being come thither accordingly, his Majesty was pleased to make the

following most gracious Speech :

3Ii/ Lords, and Gentlemen,

SIXCE the end of the last session, the preparations ofthe enemy for the invasion

of this kingdom have been continued with incessant activity ; but no attempt lias

been made to carry their repeated menaces into eifect.

The skill and intrepidity of my Navy, the respectable and formidable state of

my Army and Militia, the unabated zeal and unproved discipline of a numerous

Volunteer" Force, and the eenera\ ardor manifested by all classes of my Subjects,

have, indeed, been sufficient to deter them from so presumptuous Mid desperate

an enterprize. While this spirit continues to animate the country, aud its voluntary
exertions for its own defence subsist in their full vigour, we need not fear the con-

sequences of the most powerful efforts on the part of the enemy : but let us never

forget that our security has arisen from the resolution with which we have met and

provided against the danger, and that it can be preserved only by steady perse-

verance and unremitting activity.

'Die conduct of the Court of Spain, evidently under the predominant influence

ruul coniroul of France, compelled Me to take prompt and decisive measures to

guard against the effects of hostility. I have, at the same time, endeavoured, as

long as it was possible, to prevent the necessity of a rupture ; but, in consequence
of the refusal of a satisfactory explanation, my Minister quitted Madrid, and War
has since been declared by Spain against this country.

I have directed a copy of the Manifesto* which I have caused to be prepared

on this occasion, to be laid before you, together with such papers as are necessary

to explain the discussions wnich have taken place between Pile aud the Court of

Madrid. You will, I trust, be convinced by them, that my forbearance has been

carried to the utmost extent which the interests of my dominions would admit
; and,

while I lament the situation of Spain, involved in hostilities contrary to its true

interests, I rely with confidence on your vigorous support in a contest which can

be attributed only to the unfortunate prevalence of French counsels.

The general conduct of the French Government on the continent of Europe,
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IM ; been marked hy the utmost violence and outrage, and has shown a wanton

defiance of the rights of nt'.utml territories, of the acknowledged privileges of ac-

Cr- lited "minister::, an-1 of the MtsbiUhed principles of the law of nations.

Notwithstanding those transaction.1

!, so repugnant to every sentiment uf mode-

ration and justice, I !vtvc recently received a comtnnnication from the French

Government, containing professions of a pacific disposition. I have, in conse-

quence, expres.~>ed my earnest desire to embrace the first opportunity of restoring

the blessings of peace, on. such grounds as may be consistent with the permanent
v and interests of my Dominions ; but [ am confident you will agree with

Me, that 'hose objects are closely connected with the general security of Europe ;

I have, therefore, not thought it right to enter into any more particular explana-

tion without previous communication with those Powers on the Continent, with

whom I am engaged in confidential intercourse and connexion, with a view to

that important object, and especially with the Emperor of Russia, who lias given

the strongest proof* of the wise and dignified sentiments by which he in animated,

and of the warm interest he tdkes in the safety and independence of Europe.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

I have directed the estimates for the public service to be laid before you. I

regret the necessity of any additional burdens being imposed on my people ; but

I am sure you will be sensible how much their future safety and happiness

depend on the vigour of our exertions, and that in the mode of raising the sup-

plies you will continue to show your anxiety lor the support of public credit, and

tor restraining as much as possible -the accumulation of the national debt.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

In considering the great efforts and sacrifices which the nature of the contest

requires, it is a peculiar satisfaction to Me to observe the many proofs of the inter-

nal wealth and prosperity of the country. It will, I am sure, be your great object

to- maintain and improve these advantages, and at the same tiruc to lake ail such

measures, as by enabling Me to prosecute the war with vigour, may afford the

best prospect of bringing it to a safe and honourable termination.

Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTE.

ADMIRALTV-OFFICF, JAN. 8, 1805.

Copy of a Letterfrom. Commodore Sbr Samuel Hood, K.B. Commander in Chief of lit

Mfyetty'* Ships andVcsids at the l.eeawd Islands, ta William Mursdcii, sj. ;
daUd ou board the Centaur, Carlisle Bay, Barbudocs, 7th November, 1804.

SIR,

T III'RFAVITH enclose g copy of a letter from Captain Xourse, of his Majesty's
Ship Earbadoes, stating the capture of the Napoleon French Privateer,

mounting 18 guns, and 150 men. This circumstance is highly nattering to the
Merchants of Barbadoes, who presented this Ship to his Maii'sty, as it was hT
first cruise, only four days at Sea, and gives us hopes of the most essential aid to
the protection of the trade. I have the honour to be, &c.

SAMUEL HOOD.

sin, His Majesty's S/iip Barbudocs, at Sea, Oct. 17, 1804.

I have the satistVlion to inform you, that his Majesty's Ship Burbadoes, under
my command, at thr-e A.M. this Iftoming fell in with a strange. Sail in the latitude
ol 17 40' N. luriL'. 09 :Vr nvn. \\ . ami, :dt.-r .1 rhase of thirteen hours, the. latter

pail some httle
firing from her stern and our bow chaser-, she struck her colours,
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and proved to be the Napoleon French Privateer, formerly tin- Duke of Kent
Packet, (rum Guadaloupe, commanded by Suyrvjiis Pilot, Knscine de Vat.-.se.an,

mounting 18 guns, uvo of which were thrown wverboaird during the chase; she
had 150 men on board, was out nine da^s, on her first cruise, and had not made
any captures. 1 am, &c.

JOSEPH NOUBSE.
Commodore Hood, Cummandcr itt Chief,

A DM I It AI.TY-OFFICK, JAN. 22, 1805.

Copy of a J.i-itcr frnm the flight Ilvnourtible Lord Keith, J\.B. Adminil of the Blue,
iVr. tit ]\'iitiiiiii Mursdcn, Lsy. ; dulcd on board the Ardent, oj}' Ramsgate, the

Xlst Instant.

SIR,

I transmit, for their Lordships' information, a copy -of a letter from Captain
F.lphinstoiU', of his .Majesty's Ship the Greyhound, to Captain La roc he, of the

Melpomene, reporting the capture of another of the enemy's Privateers tliat have

lately infested the Channel
;
ami U-om winch their Lordships will have the satis-

faction of observing, that Mr. Dalycll, acting Lieutenant of the Rattler, and
jMr. Donaldson, the late acting Coiiuuander of the l-olkstone, are alive, and likely
to recover. - 1 am, &c.

KEITH.

sin, Greyhound, at Sea, Jan. 19, 1803,

Cruising in conformity to your orders, I yesterday Jell in with, and, alter art

eleven hours' chase, Captured the French Lugger Privateer le Yiinereux, Jan B.

1'ollet, Captain, armed with l.'i guns and having onboard acoiupJcraent of 69 men.
She sailed from St. Yallery en Cau\ (to \\hich |>ort she belonged) on Thursday,
and had taken nothing. She is a remarkable line Vessel, about sixty tuns burthen,

dearly new, and sails so well, thai had we not been greatly favoured by frequent

I'hanges of Wind, i believe all our efforts in pursuit of her woivitl have been
fruitless.

It was against this Lugger that the gallant, aJ though unfortunate attempt was

made by the JJoats of his .Majesty's Sloop Hauler and Folkstone Lug^'T : and it is

with great satisfaction I learnt, that the Lieutenants of the Rattler and Folkstone

ivere slill living, and, although severely wotnuU'd, that there is very giv.it expec-
tation of their recovery. I remain, 6cc.

C. ELPHKSTONE.
Cliriiiophcr Luroclie^ 1-lsq. Uejpaneoe, off [fun-c.

FOREIGN REPORTS.

wi;DrrF.iuiAMv\x, AND ADJACENT ATLANTIC.

V/cc-Admirnl Lord Tifcowit NKT.SOX,

lltiir-Admirut Sh- 11. BICKEIUON, Burt.

Wl?, NOK. 1. Violently as the Fever h;;s raged, it is remarkable that our

Harbour, which was never more full of Sluj>>, has been entirely spared.
General Moreau will sail to America in the Spring ;

he leads here a very retired

life.

Constantinople, Oct. 26. Two English Friualos have arrived in this Harbour,

appointed to convoy the Vessels laden \\iiii Corn for the Black Sea, destined for

Malta, where there is now a great scarcity. A i'Vcneh Privateer of eight guns,
<md 6-1 Men, has likewise arn\ed, which lias been detained thirty days ar Tene-

dos, by the Governor of that Island. Tne Captain of the Privateer demands

CO,000 Piastres as an indenmiU. The Porte iii the mean time has sent a Courier

JSato. elfcroa* S
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to Toncdos to learn the, true cause of the detention. The Porte, as we under*

ftand by anotlier Letter, is labouring, ns far as the adoption of new regulations
can effect it, to neyr mode) tlie constitution of its Nav*! and Military Force.

Barracks are ordered to be constructed tor the reception of Sailors ; the British,

discipline is to be introduced into the Turkish .Marine; and a permanent aqd
formidable Military Force is to lit- trained according to the system of the most

martial among the other Powers of Europe.

Letters received from Malta staie, that all the Vessels in that Port were actively

preparing for the embarkation of Troops from that Garrison, upon ^ secret Expe-
dition : it was generally conjectured that its destination was lot Egypt, 01

Sicily.

Genoa, Nov. 29. According to Letters from Nice, nn embargo has been laid

on all Swedish Ships in the French Ports in the Mediterranean Sea, as at

Marseille*, <\c.

FROM THE FIJENCH PAPERS.

Barcelona, A'or. 30. The port of Barcelona has been blockaded by a strong
division of .Admiral N-'Ison's Squadron since the morning of Sunday the 18th

instant. We C.HH plainly distinguish, at three, leagues' distance, four Ships of the

Line, firt rates, and three large Frigates, which sometimes come within cannon-

shot. The Captain-General of Catalonia caused a notice to be inserted in

the Papers of yesterday (Tuesday), that the English Commander had received

orders to sink all Vessels belonging to Spain, or her Allies, which were not of

100 tons burthen ; to take all those, of 10Q tons or upwards; and to burn all such

as should be moored or anchored on the Coast. Those orders are began to be

executed. A Vessel, which has been dispatched to Port Mahon with a company
of Artill/ry, was captured on her return. The English have also taken three

Transports, having on board 1000 Men of the Regiment of Castihan Volunteers,
destined for the same place ;

the women have been sent back to Barcelona. It

is expected that Baicekma will be bombarded, especially since we have learned,
that, exclusive of the seven Ships of War by which the Port is blockaded, there
are a great number of others cruising on every part of the Coast, among which it

is supposed there are a number of Bomb-Vessels. For these fqur days past. Lord
jVdson has been exercising the most cruel hostilities in sight of our Port, "which,

may now be looked upon as very closely blockaded. A Regiment of Castilian

Volunteers, who were on their way to Mahon, on board small Vessels, together
with six Merchantmen, have already been captured by them

;
and that at the

very moment when our unfortunate Country was struggling with famine, pesti-

lence, earthquakes, ic. ; and all this without any previous Declaration of War.
Lord Nelson made an official communication to our Captain-General, that he had
received orders from the Admiralty, to sink every Spanish Vessel of an hundred
tons and under ; to send the others to Malta ; and to set fire to the Ports and
Havens of Spain ; and that at a moment when our Country, relying on the faith

pf treaties, was colL-ctm^ together its few remaining Forces to contend agaimt
the

diii'erenj;
calainit.es with which we are afllicted. Nelson's Squadron has just

captured, in sight ot our Port, a Schooner of the Royal Navy, which had con-

veyed a hundred Anill rymcn to Mahon. We are likewise just informed, that

they burnt a Spanish Ship that fondly imagined itself to be in safety in the Port
of Palunios.'A'hich seems to confirm the orders which Lord Nelson declares ho,

has received; but t\\o <u- three days ago, one of his Frigates came, m here for

Provisions, to which no obstacle was made
;
such was our confidence in the faith

of Tre&ties.~ Vouiteur.

Letters from Malaga, down to the 27th November, confirm former statement?
relatne to the seizure of British Vessels in that Port. The Spanish Government
i.eem determined to retaliate for the. capture of their own Vessels

;
and have

already gone so f".:r us to sei/e so.ne of their own Vessels with their cargoes,
because they wore loaded in England. The Mariana, a Spanish Vessel from
Bristol, was sei/ed on the '..'.5th November at Malaga," with a' t-arsro of English
produce. The Little Amy, Captain Lander, an English Vessel, was also em'bar-
ieoH, with two others, laden with cod fish, from Newfoundland.'

Letters from Barcelona, dated Dec. 8, say,
" The Declaration of War against
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England has been signed and proclaimed by sound of trumpet. O::r Susnish
Government have proceeded even to this measure of self-defence with great
reluctance. We abhor our task-masters, but unfortunately have no other alter-

native, but submission, or Gallic subjugation I''

Jan. 5. Dispatches were received from Lord Nelson, cruising off Barcelona,
dated D^v. 4th, brought by the Ambuscade Frigate. HisSquadron had detained

iDaiiy Spauhh Ships, among whom was a very rich Vessel from Buenos Ayres.

FRANCE.

(CHIEFLY FROM THE FRENCH PAPERS.)

ATTACK. ON FORT ROUGE.

The English, under covr of\n very thick fos:, directed a Fire-ship on the night
of the 8rh m* f

. against Fort Rouge, which protects the entrance of the Port
nnd the Road of Calais

;
which blew up, within a short distance of the Fort and

tfaejettj Head. The explosion was su un-at, ihat sonu windows were shattered
in the 'iVvn. The Fort, however, sustained, no damage, except th-.'.t some
articles in the inside were shook, or put out of their places. Tiie Men who were

upon ^uard were knocked down, but only one of them rercivud a contusion in

th:' arm. The Jetty was a little damaged ;
but we have reason to expect that

they who directed the Fire-ship wore worse treated, as some musketry and two

fcannon-shot were fired on them previous to the explosion. We could also per-
ceive frequent signals to recal the Sailors employed in navigating this injenuil
machine, who, most probably, have been overwhelmed by the waves.

By letters from Bourdeaux, intelligence has been received at Paris, that the

French Frigate the City of Milan, had fortunately arrived at Martinique, and
landed 500 Soldiers there. The City of Milan is one of the finest Frigates in the

French Navy ; she carries 44 guns. The same letters state, that the last intel-

ligence from Guadaloupe represent that Colony as being in a most pro-

sperous state.

SPAIN.

As the Spaniards have hitherto carried on, almost exclusively, the Commerce
of the Levant, there are many Ships of that nation in t!ie Ports of Turkey ;

an
Aviso lias therefore been sent from Barcelona, by order of the Court of Madm 1

,

to inform them of the change in Politics, that has taken place.

As soon as War was found to be inevitable, orders tfere dispatched by the

Spanish Court to Cadiz to forward the earliest possible intelligence, on the subject,
to the Colonies. Two Frigates accordingly sailed for this purpose, but they were
both intercepted : one of them was the Amphitrite, captured by Sir R. Slrachar.'s

Ship after a short engagement. The other was detained by one of our Cruisers

for twenty-four hour*, and then liberated. The Captain was allowed to return

into Cadiz Harbour, with an assurance, however, that tiie Frigate would, if again
seized in an attempt to escape, be considered a good prize. It does not appear
that any other Vessel had been fortunate enough to escape, so that intelligence
of a rupture cannot reach the Spanish Colonies till a considerable time after our

Cruisers were fully apprised of the event. By Lettvrs from several of the

Spanish Ports, it would seem tli^t in a number of instances the orders for laying
an Embargo on British Ships and property were very tardily executed. In con-

sequence of this, the loss sustained bv our Merchants wouid be inconsiderable.

At other Ports, however, fhc orders were executed with the utmost severity. At
Bilboa, in particular, such activity was s'lO'.vn, that the seizure will be to a con-

siderable amount.

The Spaniards complain bitterly of the severity with which the. orders for the

detention of their Ships ha 1 been executed on the Mediterranean Su-.tio:i. It )

natural enough to lament an activity by winch they have already differed. s,o

severely, though no one can attacli blame to our Naval Commanders.

Madrid, Nor. 2'2. The English Charge d'Affaires departed from hence on the

14th inst. for Li^bou, and OD tiie 19th General Bcuruou-viUe arrived liens ta
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resume his former post at our Court. \\> do not, however, learn that any order*

Luxe been scni, ordering our A^haswdor to quit the Court \ London, notuith-

SitJindm;,' iniclliuence has Ifi'ii received that Admiral Coehranc, on the north-

west coast, Is Jlillltll i'l;^ the IJOIirillct lt' \cl-(l!l alollu' that of CataloillH. TllC

Frigate Sabiua, iroin Mexico, having on board about liu-ee ui]!l>:ins of piastres,

which was n tiiM"! entrance at Cadi/, on account of the epidci'iy, is safely arrived

at ViiMi. Tli.' Vcnjzcn/a an I l\;;n"mu, which arc <._<>( siti. in!') Porl, bad each the

like
i;n,unity of treasure on board.

Arnoii;; tin- many evils which England suffered from the treacherous neutrality
of Spain, there \\iis mini' inorc striking than ihr injury which our CoMiiiH-rce sns-

taincd from the Spanish Ports lie-in^ made nisls of Fnvaiecrs from Franco.

Tlu'v had so regulated t.'ic inainier f)f CtJhacTnntrtJ pn/i's, and sending priae goods
to France, that, aflrr a pri/c had been seiit into a Spanish port, ftif captors were, as

se.-unr as if it h::d rea' lied a French port. .A> soon as ever the cargo was con-

flruuieri, it was unloaded, and instead of hcin \ontnn d any more in tin; Name

Ship, it was sent to some French port, or the l>av of Bftcay, in very small Vessels

bearing the Spanish or Portuguese Fhiir. Those Vessels, from their diminutive

si/e, kep! n.iiiallv so close to the shore, th;it our Cruisers could not follow them :

hut even if any of them did fall in with out ( 'misers, they had an additional

security : however strongly it inittht he suspected that the property they carried

was ciu'iiiv's ijoody, vet the value ot each of these small Vessels, separate.lv, wa
not worth the expen-e of sendinj; them into port for adjudication, and" it ha?

alrradv heen ascertained that no Vessel Ivarinis; a neutral Flag can he lawfully
destroyed at Ss-a by our Cruisers. I'mler tht-o circurristances our hravc Sailors

were, ohh^ed to -ee, fiaily, pri/c goods goin.2 peaceably to the ports of France,
nhi h never could have hrcn ventured out ot the port they were iirsr sent into, if

if had nor heen the respect which this Country aluavs paid to a neutral Flacr-

~i h- injury that this Country has suffered by these practices is of a double nature :

i-i the fir*t place, a r.reat oVal of British property has already found its way into

French por!*, which wculd have r een rec:pturfd, if it had not heen for the pre-
tended neutralitv of Spain ;

i;dly, the number of French Privateers has verr
ri'ir-h ;!icrea.;eil. bv the facilities so F.ir'orded them of bringing in their pri/e-eoods
wiihonlTisk. In (act, S[inin is the favourite situation for the privateering specu-
j;'i;on* of the French their Crews are not pressed there, as in France, to man tha
Fleet : ami, union;/, a uur.ir-cr of similar instances, it can be proved that the- Braave

FnvHJeer, ot 16 puns, which has made about '.'0 valuable prizes, never yet entered
* ['r<'n. !;

i ori s'.nce -he t:e! her commission. The Spanish |>orts have been for a

lont: r.uie jo it 'he ^eucra! asylum and rendezvous of French Privateers and their

HOME REPORTS.
NARllOW SFAS.

HON. W. ConvwAi.t.is.

I'ici'-.ldiirintl Sir C. COTTON', Hurt.

I ice-Admiral C. COM. ING w OOD.

Vice- Admiral 5ir R. CAI.UFR, Bart.

l.i -LI -Admiral Sir T. Gn.vvr.s, K.H.

Ecar-Admiral Karl (TsoKTHtSK.

Dnrrr, Dee. 16. The French T,u;;?er Privateer formerly mentioned ashavhn;
taken H I'.ru, arrived here on Friday evoniui;, about eight o'clock ; she is named
th" Cniisir, of 1.5 rims of different c!ibres, and 55 men, and was taken by the
Favoiuitc Sloop of War, Captain Ftiole, after a sharp chase ; the Frenchmen sup-
;.s,'<l nothing could catch her, she sailed so fast : she was goiim ll- knots un

Alien t-iLen. One of the Crew iniorms me, there are two others of the same
l;i'd. wie <>i ihc same sixe HS this, and anotlicr larger. She had taken five Vessels

-..t first litt.d out, and is a very handsome Vessel. The Crew report
are upwards of 7,000 Guii-vessef, Transports, Xc. at Bonl.^ne, Calais,

Dunkirk, aiid Ostend ; but I tL.uk ihii accouut must be exaggerated. Thev *aj
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all the houses without "the gates at Calais, on the Quay, under the Cowrde Gani
Wall, are converted into guard-houses, and every means adopted to strengthen
both Boulogne and Calais from a sudden attack." It is much to be hoped the
Favourite Sloop will be continued on her Station off Brighton, a she sails .so fast,
to counteract the depredations of the other two Luggers. Nothing but a. &.J*

Vessel like her can catch them,

18. The Starling Gun-brig got on shore near Calais, in a thick fog, and
Lieutenant Shotton, who commanded her, finding it utterly impracticable to sjet her
<*>ti, had the precaution to blow her up, and brought away ail her Crew in the
Cutter and the Jolly-boat.

Penzance, Dec. 18. Arrived the Spanish Ship Dido, from the River de la Plata,
and the Schooner la Lindes, from Goracius, both detained by die Fisgard Frigate,
who has detained thirteen other Vessels.

Brixham, Dec. '20, We have had a violent gale of Wind about E. by N. for

several days. Yesterday a TOTbay Sloop drove from her moorings, ut of Torr
Road, and went on shore near Livermead Sands, and will soon go to pieces ; she

belongs to a poor Fisherman
; Crew saved. Another Torbay Sloop went en

shore in Start Bay, and it is feared the Crew are all lost. The Frigate Nemesis,

Captain Soiuerville, who was left here to take charge of the Venerable's stores, was
to have been relieved bv his Majesty's Ship Blonde, Capt. Faulknor, who came ia
here on Monday ; but it has blown such a gale ever since, her Boat could not

reach the shore, nor any go off. This morning at day-light the Blonde Frigate
was discovered iu threat distress, having parted both her bowers, and riding to }ier

sheet anchor, her colours hoisted Union downwards ; no Boat could venture-

assist them. About nine A.M. she cut away her main and mi/en-masts, to -eaie

the Ship, which was scarce completed before she parted her last cable
; they get

the forestays on her, and run her into Goodrington Sands, within a mile fcuat

where the Venerable was lost ; some hundreds of men from Brixham flew to then-

assistance. They also took two large lively Smuggling Boats, which would lire

almost 'in any Sea, and dragged them round iroim Brixham, four miles. Then
-seven daring Brixham Sailors, much to their praise, ventured orf in the midst >a

the breakers, took out the Captain's lady with all the rest of the women and chil-

dren first, and brought them on shore safe ; amounting to 114 men, and 18 women
;

then took a rope on shore, and continued to haul on shore and on board till *hej
had saved every soul of them. The greatest praise is due to the Brixhani men.
If the gale continues the. Blonde will go to pieces next tide, as her rudder is gne
already ;

and great fears are entertained for the Nemesis, which rides forecastle

in Sea. Pray Heavens assuage the. storm ! I have just been au eye-witness of

this melancholy scene, and assisted in saving all I could. The Blonde was last

from Lymington Creek, where she has been Guardship.

Torbatj, Dec. 22. The storm continues at E. by N. with unabated fury, "lie

Nemesis Frigate (thank God !) continues to ride it out. The Blonde FtigtUe is uo>t

}et gone to pieces, and great hopes are entertained, it' the weather abates, she

might be preserved. Capt. Fnulknor, in a masterly Seaman-like manner, run her

in on theSitmts, within herfengAi of a reef of rocks, then gave a yiHd io ihc. shoi?,
and laid her athwart. Captain Faulknor and some other Gecr!t;ni"ii intend to Jiase

a Medal engraved for those seven men who ventured off in their Beat.

24. His Majesty's St.ip Nem"s>s, Captain Somerville, hss rode tbfr Ftnrna out

thus far very well, having had her yards, top-masts, and every thins ihat possibly
conld be struck, snug on deck, that she appeared almost like a Lugger at a di-stance.

Yesterday it moderated a little, and every appearance of tl>e gale's being over,

she began to get up yards and top-masts, and her Boat being able to cora^ ^n

ihore, it was found she had drove a little in the gale, having broke, her sheet*ocjlf

off in tfe shank. The brave Brixham young men, who had so galianliy pr".se; ved

the Crew of the Blonde, and to wlioin the preference was given tw weigh he*

anchors by Captain Faulknor, were immediately ordered by our Navy Agent rt

weigh the" Blonde's sheet anchor, and carry it un board the Nemesis; but before

they could a-coiuphsh it last nL'ht the \\ i:id and Sea pn-ventH ? -in. This

morning, at da\vn, the A.-f.nt sent them off again, with aa anchor i'roin the shor<-,

** n came oa to blow, vdtlt a heavy Sea again from the east
;

but bciure th'.-v euid
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leach the Ship, the anchor pot loose by the pitching of the Sloop, and was Jil

to iii through her bows: they were necessitated] with great reluctance, to return.

The Wind and Sea increasiiisr, the Nemesis' yards and top-masts are again struck
;

s'ie rides quite easy, being well in from tide's way. The old 15ri Nelly is entirety

gone to pieces, and the poor Fishermen have suffered considerably in their Craft.

Doi'cr, Drc. 25. During the late gale, the Immortalit6 Frigate was left alone off

Boulogne, and, as the Wind blew oil shore, between and .30 of the enemy's large,

Gun Boats cfiiiie out, but were afraid to attack her. Captain Owen took out the

Crew of a Swedish Dogger, that had been ashore on the French coast, and was

nearly sinking.

Turbaii, Dec, 27 The Wind is again increasing to a whole gale at K. by S.- the Ne-
mesis frigate continues to ride it out exceeding well. In my last I wrote you that the

Nemesis had parted her sheet anchor, and that the same brave Hrixhani men, who
saved the Blonde's Crew, had taken a Sloop to carry off an anchor to her, but were

obliged to return. Christmas-day they (oak :i larger Sloop, and much to their cre-

dit accomplished their design, and delivered it safe to her I ows, although there

was inch a violent Sea. One of the brave fellows broke his hand-spike in heaving

up, and bruised himself much ; the others had near swamped their Boat along-side,
but returned, thank God ! all sale*

THE LATE GALE AT GUERNSEY.
His Majesty's Ship Thisbe, Captain Sheppard, sailed from Portsmouth <he i2fh

gf December, and, after chasing a French Lugger Privateer, of 16 guns, close info

Dieppe, arrived at Guernsey on the l(iih
;

it blew so hard that the Privateer's lee-

guus were quite under water; and although within half gun-shot, the Thisbe uh-

fortunatcly could not get her guns to bear : the Privateer carried such a press of

jail that she was almost under water during the chase. On Monday, the 17th, the

Thisbe, lying at anchor in Guernsey Roads, received order* to proceed to Jersey,
with an anchor and cable for his Majesty's Ship Severn. At about two, the Niobe

Frigate, Captain Scott, came in and anchored close a-head of the Thisbe ; and,

although every exertion was made in veering cable< she fell on board the Thisbe,
which Ship was obliged to veer two cables to get clear of the Niobe : she, however,
carried away the Thisbe's figure head, and did her some damage. At about four,

the Niobe attempted to weigh, to get clear, but fell a-board the second time, and

sprung the Thisbe's bowsprit, which obliged the Thisbe to veer to three cables
;

but, being so near the rocks, was forced to cut and make sail, and anchor without
the Niobe. The next day it came on to blow very strong from the eastward, which

obliged the Thisbe to let go the sheet anchor, and, having no other cable on boar4
but that before mentioned for the Severn, bent (hat to the spare anchor, and had it

teady for letting go. At about eleven that night it blew an Hurricane, and in half
an hour after the best bower cable parted : the only anchor they bad remaining was
then let go, with the Severn's cable bent to it, which brought the Ship up within
half a cable's length of the rocks. Alinost immediately the Niobe and Svlph cut

Away their tuasts ; and at one in the morning, the gale increasing, and the Thisbe

pitching very heavy, the fore-mast was cut away, which eased her very much. She
continued riding so till ten o'clock, and, no appearance of the pale ceasing, the main-
mast was cut away. About four in the afternoon the gale abated, the sheet anchor
was attempted to be got up ;

but the cable parted, being cut to pieces with the rocks ;

and whoa the oilier anchor was hove up, it was found 4hat, ifthe gale had con-
tinned two hour* longer, the Thisbe must inevitably have been lost and all the Crew
drowned.

PLYMOUTH.
Vice-Admiral W. YOUNG.
licar-Admiral 3. SUTTON.

THE getting out of a Man. of War from Plymouth, in hazy westher, so as t

avoid the buoys, merely by sound of drum, at each of them, is unquestionably
a gruat trial 01 nautical skill; but to some

r.iilitary persons it would sound queer
to hear of a 98-gun Ship being drummed o;t.t of harbour. Tins was also dune at
Portsmouth with the Prince of Wales, oi' 9(i guns (See Portsmouth Report,
January j.)
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Dec. 15. The Queen Charlotte, Mudge, which arrived on Thursday, brings
the pleasing account of the safe arrival in the Chesapeak of the Hevolutkmaire, 41
guns, from Spithead.

Yesterday in the- gale ofWind, the Fame, of 36 gu-ns (late la Blonde), Captai
Hosier, lying in Harooaze, parted from her cables, and went on shore near Pevil'a

Point; but the tide flow ing, she swung off with much damage, and is now near the
West Mud. There were drowned on Thursday hut, in the Beaver Transport, on.

her being wrecked on the rocks near Yealm Point, in the gale, of Wind, two men,
woman, and a cliild. Great credit is due ior tlie assistance rendered by Lieutenant

Dumlas, of la Musette, of 24 guns, Guard-ship in Yealni River, and a detachment
of the Plymouth, or Prince ot Wales's own Royal Volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel

Hawker, in their endeavours to save the people and stores ofthe Transport.

16. Yesterday at noon Vice-Admiral Sir C. Cotton, Bart, shifted his Flag from
the Prince, of 98 guns, to the San Josef, of 113 guns, his old Flag-Ship; the Ship
and yards were manned on the occasion, and his Flag was cheered when run up to

the fore-top-gallant-innst-head. This morning the Prince, of 98 guns, sailed to join
the Channel Fleet, under Admiral Cornwalhs, mTorba^. Went into the Sound,
and sailed for Milliard, with convoy, the Caroline, hired armed Brig, of 14 gun.-.
Lieutenant Derby. Sailed for the Eastward, the Mornstown, of 14 guns, with

convoy ; the Spartiate, of 84 guns, Captain Sir F. Laibrcy, Bart, now in Hamoaze,

fitting for her Station oft' Ferrol, is to take on board twelve months' provisions and
stores for that part ot the world, and from thence up the Straits.

IT. Came in from Che Westward, the Windsor Castle, of 93 guns, and the Queen
.of 98 guns, with the Crescent, of 56 guns. The Teraerairc landed Captain Kelly,
.and sailed again immediately.

18. The Squa'lron under Vice-Admiral Sir T. Graves -were left all well by the

Queen, on the 15th instant. The enemy in the roads of Rochelort and 1'Orient as

usual. This Squadron experienced dreadful weather, and in the fury of the gale oa

Thursday night last, Iho Queen was forced to bear away for this pori ; but the gale

abating, she spoke the Squadron, all well, after the gale, and brought dispatche*
and letters from the Squadron. The Queen has bei-n-on the Kovhetort Station fif-

teen weeks and four days. There were five persons lost when the R^ver Packet
was wrecked last Thursday ntaht on the rocks of Yealm Point, east oi the Slmier

Rocks. The Ship parted midships. Two men and the Mate jumped from the

bows, but were drowned, with the Mate's wife. Captain Rutledge, with his usual

humanity, tried to get ashore, with the Mate's child in his arms, but was washed
on shore senseless, and the child perished.

20. Last night it blew a dreadful gale of Wind at S. S.E. with a great surfin Caw-
sand Bay. The Men of War having good ground, rode out well till this morning ;

.when the Malta, of 84 guns, drove from her anchors, and was obliged to veer away

.more cable, and touched some rocks in the Bay, but brought up again very soon.

A Victualling-Omcc Hoy, with provisions lor the Fleet in Cawsand Bay ;
the

Boats of the Pay-Office, going to pay the Dreadnought, of 98 guns, six months' wa-

ges ;
and several other.-, with stores and cordage, were all obliged to bear away and

Return, as the gale was tremendous.

22. It has blown one of the hardest gales of Wind ?inr>* Monday at S.S.E. and K.

N.F-. experienced for many years along this coast. The, Men of War in Cawsand Bay
have weathered it withou" damage. 'Ihe Malta, of 84 eun>, Captain Butler, tiiouirh

she struck slightly, by the exertions of Officers and Crew, did not receive any da-

mase : Mr. Penn, King's Pilot, with some Cawsand men, ventured out to her assis-

tance, though their Boat was nearly blown out of the water.

'24. Yesterday there was a great fall of snow. Friday, though it blew so hard at

E.N.E., being appointed for a review of tlvr; Caw-sand Sea Fencibles, 1.50 fine fel-

Jows and hardy fishermen were mustered at eleven A. M. by Rear-Admiral Phil-

lips, Inspecting Admiral of the Sea Fcncihleson the coasts of Devon and Cornwall.

They were ready tor the great gun and pike exercise; but, after tln'ir muster on

Maker Heights field, the Admiral dismissed them, a.s it blew such a Hurricane the

men could not stand at the guns. He was much pleased with their appearance, and

returned them his thanks by Captain Wmne, ofthe Royal Navy, their commanding
Officer. 7
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Thewderof Council for an embargo on all Spanish Ships in this port, and its de-

pendencies, was put in i'o.-re. \ cMcrday, and four Spanish raerchaatmen wen- in

consequence boiinlct! by tbeOilicers of the. Customs. Tlic Spanish Men of War
are also placed in a similar situation, and their cargoes of sundries arc landed, aftrl

under clirervnis and --are of the Collector of the Customs of this port. From the

Into violent 'Ks^-rlv Winds, the convoy from Milford, and the west ofCornwall, have

been much retarded, to the greal detriment of the trade of this town and dock.

56. Went into the Sound the Uranie, of 4-1 guns, Honourable Captain C. Her-

bert ; she sails on a cruise >n a feu days. Came in from a cruise the \iobe, of -1 1

frnns, and a vtTV lan:e Frigate, much disabled in her rrra.-ts and rigging : she has

rii^ed up a jury fore-mast and fore-top-mast ;
her bowsprit appears sprung: she

-oa jury inain-top-mast. She went directly up into Hamoazcto refit.

27. This da the Thi<*he, of 2fi guns, arrived from Guernsey under jury masts.

The Pigmy was towed into Guernsey Pier a mere wreck wiih the Sylph ; a gentle-
man of Guernsey, assisting in hauling on, had his thighs dreadfully fractured, ow-

ing to a, hawser giving way, and two Seamen had their legs broke; several other

accidents likewise occurred.

29. Wcr.t up the harhonrto refit the damages she received in Guernsey Roads,
ro die Hurpicnne ofth<: 19th at E.X.E. thcTliisbe, of 28 guns. The Ariadne, of

24, and the Merlin of 18 guns, which came in yesterday morning, were obliged to

bear away from their Station off Havre de Grace, as it blew dreadfully direct on that

part of the coast of I'rancc. Came in the Chichcstcr, of 44- guns, from the Straits;

she brings nothing i, ew. Sailed to join the Channel Fleet thf Dreadnought, of 98
tms, Vice-Admiral Collingwood. This afternoon were landed from the Malta, of

84 guns, Captain Buller, lately arrived from off Ferrd, several barrels, containing

nearly 60,000 dollars in silver, consigned from merchants in Spain to their corre-

spondents in London. They were deposited in Russel's waggon warehouses pre-
^ous to their' being sent to London under a proper escort.

Jaiiitor i/ 2, 1805. Yesterday being the first day of the new year, the blocks

were fixed on the slip from whence the Hibernia, of 120 suns, was launched on
the 171h of November last ; and the keel of a new Ship, of the same class, was laid

down, under (he direction of 3. Tucker, Esq. Master-Builder, and his Assistants, of
:hi.4 Dock-yard, winch is to be called the Caledonia, of 120 guns; she is to be
finished in two years from this date. Came in and went up the harbour to get spare
anchors and cables, the Lord Nelson Defence Ship, Captain Halsted, blown out
of tlie Downs in the late gales of Wind atE.N'.E. She parted all her anchors, but for-

luunl'-ly bore away tor this port. Letters from Mil ford Haven state the safe arrival

of rite Caroline Brig, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Derby, after experiencing very ter-

rible jjaies of Wind
; but owing to her being so clever, right, and well found a Ves-

sel, she did not strain a spun-yarn. She is to cruise to the Southward as soon as
Lieutenant Derby receives his orders. She is a beautiful fast-sailing Vessel other
rlass. Came in the Albacore, 18 guns. She experienced the fury of the late

Hurricane at E.X..E. on the coast of France, and rode out the gale with one anchor,
having parted two cables just alter it began to blow. When the gale abated, she

weighed her remaining anchor and bore away for this port, and has received new
anchors and cables

;
she sails for her Station oft" Havre de Grace and alon5 tlie

J'renrh coast, this even ig or to-morrow, at day-light. Went up the harbour at
two P.M. ihe Plurniv, 44 guns.

4. A tew days siive a lire broke out on board a Transport, laden with sails,

near the Calder Basin of the Dock-yard, but it was soon put out, with only the
rmrn.-iii: of the sails. The orders are to be strictly enforced in future, that no
fu<-s are to be kept on board any Navy Transport or any other Vessel lhar may
be loading or unloading stores in\he above Basin, which "is directly opposite the
sail lofts and warehouses on the south' side of the Dock-yard.

'Ihis morning came in, having thrown her guns overboard in a gale of Wind,
Jlu Hauler, C.ipt. Francis Mason, 18 guns ;

also from off the Coast ot Spain, under
a press of sail, the Indefatigable, 44 guns, Capt. G. Monro ; she came to in she
Sound, and lay-to for two hours, till the return of a Boat from shore, which landed
a 2fiitleinaii from her at the Pier. He set off' express in a. post-chaise from the

Puace George Tavern,'Foxhall Quay, at 11 AJVI. The gentleman was not at all
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communicative, but expressed great anxiety to set off on his journev : a soon as

the Boat which brought him ashore from the Indefatigable returned to tbe
he made sail again directly. Went down into the Sound, the Amphion,

40 guns, Capt. Sutton.

5. Arrived from a cruise off the coast of Spain, the Diamond, 36 guns, Cupt.

Elphiustonc, with a most beautiful Spanish Corvette, the Infanta Carlos, from the

Havana, was dispatched for Corunua ;
laden on the King of Spain's and Mer-

chants' account with a valuable cargo, and 120,000 dollars in specie. Before she

struck, three of her men were killed. The Diamond has taken two other Spanish

prizes, not yet arrived. Came in from Milford Haven, the Caroline, 14 guns,
Lieutenant J. Derby ;

she convoyed up off this port a large South Sea Whaler,

very leaky, and having overshot this port, she. went into Dartmouth : the

Crew has since got into Catwater. Sailed for Dartmouth, with jury-masts,

yards, and Naval Stores, a Navy Transport, for the .Martin, of 18 guns, a

new Sioop of War, building at Dartmouth. At eleven P.M. this morning, the

Pickle, of 14 guns, Lieutenant Lapontiere, express from Ferrol in only 49 hours,

brought dispatches from Rear-Admiral Cochrnne, of importance, which were

directly forwarded to the Admiralty express. Came in the Neptune, of 98 guns,

Capt. T. Williams, from the Fleet off Ferrol
;
she left Admiral Cochraue all well

about ten days since, and would have been into this port before^ but for the

violent gaies of Wind at E.N.E. Came in the Santa Margaretta, of 36 guns,

Capt. Rathbourne, from a cruise, and the Plover, qf 18 guns, Capt. Hancock :

also a lar^c timber Ship, from America, with masts, yards, and spars ;
and a large

Dantzick Ship, with deals, balk, ccc. for the Dock-yard.

7. Came in the Naiad, of 36 guns, Captain Dundas, from a cruise off the

Coast of Spain, with a large, rich Spanish Ship, bound to a Port in Spain, with

200,000 dollars onboard; besides a valuable cargo of sundry dry goods. She

immediately went up the Harbour and had nearly been ashore: but wearing

steady, she got safe up to her moorings. Sailed for Spithead the Chichester, of

44 guns, which was reported to have sailed for the Straits ;
but it appears she

was blown down Channel by the late easterly Winds. Sailed to join the Channel

Fleet, the San Josef, of 112 guns, Vice-Admiral Sir C, Cotton, Bart, with bul-

locks and vegetables.

8. The Aigle, of 44 guns, Captain Wolfe, arrived yesterday in the Sound

from a Ions Cruise. The Aigle, in her late Cruise, in a violent gale of Wind, ran

down the Flying Fbh, of 10 guns, but fortunately all the Officers and Crew were

Saved on board the Aisle. The Naiad, of 36 guns, Captain Dundas, sailed last

night on a Cruise to the Westward. Last night there was a hot press in the

Harbour and in Catsvater, and many useful hands were picked up and sent oa

board the Flag Ship.
PORTSMOUTH.

Admiral G. MONTAGU.
Rear-Admiral Sir ISAAC COFFIN.

Dec, 11. Arrived his Majesty's Ship Avenger, from Newfoundland. Sailed

the Leopard Mail of War to the eastward.

16. Sailed the Melampus Frigate, to join the Channel Fleet. The Mercury

Frigate, Hon. Captain Bouverie, has made a signal fur a Convoy to the Medi-

terranean. Admiral O'Brien Drury has hoisted his Flag oa board Jus Majesty'*

Ship Princess of Orange.

17. Arrived the Orpheu Frigate, Aurora armed Ship, Swift and Hector

Sloops of War, with a large Fleet of outward-bouua Vessels under Ccnvoy, Iroia

the Downs. Sailed the Merlin Sloop of War, on a Cruise. The Venus, of Lon-

don, bound to Africa, upset this rooming, seven leagues to the *tttw%rd of the

Isle of Wight ;
three men were drowned, and the remainder were picked up by

the Rebecca, of St. Helen's. Orders came down to make pnzes of ail Ships

bearing the Spanish Flag ;
in consequence of which tbe Merlin Sloop, C\ptd:a

Brentmi, sailed with dispatches for our Cruisers on the CV.st of France.

18. The Decade Frigate, Captain Rutherford, unmoored to proceed orl Cher-

bourg. Arrived the Eugenie Sioop ol War, from tlie DCWJJS. Ciuoe into H*r-

. C&ron, aoI.XIII. M
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hour his Majesty's Ship Auror*. Arrived the Herla Bomb, from a cruise ;
Pr,<-

jicro Bomb, Aurora and Osbornc armed Sliips, from the Eastward. Sailed the

ChicllVflter Frigate, from St. Hei< n'-, when- she, ha* lain as a Guard Shi]) for some
IM-I .,'!:.-, t<j tin- Westward, with scaled orders; and Merlin Sloop of War, on a

Crake.

'JO. Arrived the Greyhound Frigate, Captain Elpliinstone; and the Steady
fiun- Hrii;, from n cruise ; Eugenie, Harlequin, and 1'L'tile, Sloops of War,
from the .Eastward, Went out of Harbour the Arethusa Frigate to the Eastward,
to IT refitted.

21. Sailed to join the Russian Squadron at Corfu, four Sail of Russian Ships
of V. ar, under a Commodore, which have been Iving at Spithead some time

;
also

the Mediterranean Convoy, under the Mercury Frigate.

22. This morning sailed Rear-Admiral O. Dniry, a? Second in Command on
the Coast of Ireland, where au additional strong Squadron is to be stationed.

The Princess Royal, of 98 guns ; the. Goliath and Thunderer, of 74 guns, from
he Channel Fieri

;
and the Raisonable, Captain Barton, from Spithead, are to

reinforce this Squadron.

24. Sailed the I'nicorn, of 32 puns, Captain llnrdyman, and the Swift Sloop
of War, with the Fleet under their Convoy, consisting of 200 Sail, for the West

Indies; also the Harrier, with .Dispatches for the East Indies. Wind E.

26. Sailed for Spithead the Kuryalus, Captain Blackwood. Arrived a Spanish

Ship, detained and sent in from Cowes by bis Majesty's Ship Royal William
;

this

Ship had discharged her Carco a! Cowes and was loaded with Coal.s, and ready to

siil. On Tuesday, the 18th inst. the Enhsh Brig Golden Grove, Captain G-
J'earce, from Tortnla, bound to London, was towed into Cowes by the hired

firmi'd Schooner 1'rincess Charlotte, Captain I-'. Husband. Great praise is due to

Captain Husband, for the promptitude, zeal, and perseverance with which he
assisted this Vessel, which had lost all her Sails in a tremendous gale of Wind, lost

her main-Nard, and sprung her top-mast, and had all her rigging shattered, with

only two Men and the Captain able to keep the Di'ck.

The Triumph, of 74 guns, Sir R. Barlow, was paid off on Wednesday, at

tins Fort.

Jan. 2, 100.5. The fog has been so thick, that it cannot be ascertained whether

any Ship* have arrived at Spilhead ; notwithstanding which, the Prince of Wales,
of 98 puns, and Hcela Bomb, went out of Harbour with little Wind, a did several

large Transports. Sir Robert Caidcr is arrived, to hoist his Flag on board the

Prince of Walt's. The Poulelt Frigate, beinp ordered on a particular Service,
has dropped down to Stokes Bay to recri\c her water, as there is too'inwh Sea at

Spithead to take it on hoard there; tins is a:i unusual proceeding: she is now
r-ady for Sea. Captain Sayer took the command of the Projelytc Frigate, this

morning, in the room of Captain Jlardinge : she is bound to the WeM Indie?,
with Convoy. The Majestic armed Ship remains with a Convoy for the Downs.
The V\ md iv gelling round from N. E. to nearly W.

3. All tiie Men of the Triumph are turned over to the Barfleur, of 98 gun*,
Captain Martin

; she has iimderTirt; signal to g out of Harbour. The very thick

fog stiil continues ; "Spithead has not been visible these two days, but there are
no Ships arrived or sailed. The Royal Marine Court-Martial on Captain Mere-
dith, of that Corps, resumed its sittings tins day in the Marine Barracks. Sailed
the Manly Gun- Vessel, Lieutenant White, lor the. Downs. At ten o'clock last

', the Monarch, of 74 guns, C:: r ai:'. Searle, the Flag Ship of Lord Keith,
arrived at Spithead, from the Down-, lo be refitted: as the weatlicr was very
thick, she ran into shallow water mar the ()\\ers : she is to be repaired at Spit-
h-:id. Also the Merlin Sloop, Captain Birntoii, from oii'Ha\re.

5. The Raven Brig, Capt. Layman, has made the signal for a Convoy to the

Mediterranean. Governor Beckwith this day embarked on board 'he Proselyte

Frigate, Capt. Sayer, which will sail to-morrow for Cork and the VV est lm:,cs.

\ c*t'.Tiia\ afternoon the Ambuscade Frrjate, (.apt. Durban, arrived here with

Rcar-Aduurai Camp beil, from the Mediterranean, whu bus resigned hi- i omumud,

6
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in consequence of an ill state of health. We are, however, happy in being able to

state, that the Admiral is much recovered since he left the Station. The Ambus-
cade passed through the <jut of Gibraltar on the 15th, when the Sophie Sloop was
<:rui>inu, and I hi- SwiftMire was lying ill the Bay. The. Donnegal, Sir R. Strachan,
had passed through the Cut to join the Fleet. On the 16th she spoke the Ruby
<<nd Agamemnon, crui-ins on the Coast of Spain ; and for the last fortnight has
had very heavy gales of Wind. On Tuesday last she fell in with the Channel

Fleet, 100 K' agues in the westward of the Lizard. Lord Xelson's ba^L'a^e was
removed in tin: Sanerii, Capt. Keats, ready for his return to England. He mav be

daily expected. Capt. Elliott, of the o'ist Reg.ment, is the only passenger in" tlie

Ambuscade. She was a month on her passa-re, in consequence of adverse. Winds;
having left Lord Xelson cruising io the north east of Barcelona, on the 4th of

December. The number of captures made by his Lordship at that date has been

greatly exaggerated, it not exceeding -even or eight, and soiue of tliow: were of
small value. A Spanish South American Ship had, however, made the probable
amount of detained property more than l.">0,0001. A private letter bv the sa::u:

conveyance, dated the '.'1st Dec. slates, that a Midshipman and two Seamen he-

longing to the Northumberland, had been detained by a guard of -
! tiers

as they were walking in the fields near Ferrol
;
hut on the receipt of a i-'Iaerof truce

from Ad m. Cochrane, they were immediatel v released. The British Oilx'T^ luid

declined going ashore, as they had been accustomed to do; and whenever it was
necessary to send in Flaws of Truce, they were accompanied by Gun-boats. One
of our Boats, while trowting off Ferrcl, was lired at from the Batteries, mvler an

opinion that she u as taking (soundings, but when the mistake was discovered, an

apology was sent to the Admiral. At the date of these dispatches, our Squadron
consisted of the .Northumberland, Xeptune, Mon! a ^ue, Illustrious, Terrible, Repulse,
Minotaur, Ajax, and several Frigates. A fog, unusually thick, has prevailed iiere thii

week. On Wednesday (and it should be noticed as a novel effort of nautical y.cul

and skill) the Prince of Wales, of 93 <juns, wa led out of the harbour to Spithead,

by a drum bein^ sent from the Ship, and beat at the different buoys, when ihe

atmosphere was so dense that she could not be distinctly seen, even when passing
the. platform.

The extraordinary working of the imagination which acts on the mind, and
.causes a walking in th" >ierp, was attended with very melancholy consequences
to Lieutenant and Adjutant Wills of the Portsmouth division of the Reyal
Marines, who, about two o'clock, took the lamp out of the window, miiastcued and

got out of ii, walked along the L: igunade, and fell into the Barrack-yard, a height
of about twelve feet, which broke the small bones of his uncles, and fractured

his head. It is with much satisfaction we leant that the consequences are not

likely to prove faial.

7. The whole of the men in the Dock-yard at Portsmouth, to the full Hinnher

of 3000, were last week regaled with a pot of strong beer each
;

the donor or

donors of which have hitherto withheld their name, from publicity.

8. Wind West. Came into harbour the Sylph Brig, to make good the damage
she received by being driven on shore at (iucrn>.-y. The Avenger Sloop went

out of the harbour tins morning. The Court Martial on Captain Meredith, of the

Royal Marines,, closed this morning. The sentence awaits the approval of the

Lords of the Admiralty. Came up lo Spithcad the Polyphemus from the

Mediterranean.

9. Sailed the Proselyte Frigate, with a Fleet of outward-bound West India-

men, under convoy for Cork. Sailed aJio the Firm Gun-vessel, on a cruise.

The Prince of Wains, of 98 guns, Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Calder, was paid tiiks

morning. The Polyphemus, Capt. i^.iwioj-d, has captured the Guerra Spanish

Frigate, off Cape St. Vincent's, which i.- hourly expected to arrive. She is valuably

laden, supposed at about two millions, in specie and merchandise. The Polyphe-
mus has a number of Span-Mi prisoners on board, which were taken out 01 between

thirty and lortv prizes, which are sent into (jiluv.lur.

13. Wind Southerly. Amve.l the Hauler Sloop, Captain Francis Mason, from

a cruise.



81 KAVAt HTSTOIIV OF THS PRESEXT YEAR, 1805.

IPromotione anH Appointments.

(December-*January.)

TJis Majesty by his Royal Commission has been pleased to appoint Sir Charlej
Middleton, Bart.; Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart.; Rear-Admiral Domett; Mr,

Fordyce, of the Land Revenue Office; and Mr. Serle, of the Transport Board ;

to examine and report upon the improvements suggested by the Commissioners of
Naval Inquiry. Mr. Thompson, iS'aval Officer at Leith, is appointed Secretary
to the Commission.

Sir Evan Nepcan, Bart, is appointed one of the Lords of (ho Admiralty.
Captain George Sayer, to the Proselyte Frigate, vice Hardinge ; Captairj

Mends, to the Sea Fcncibles in Ireland; Luke F. Nagle, Esq. to be Surgeon of
'm; Rtrfu-m- ; Mr. Mitchell, to be Purser of the Gladiator; Captain Simpson, to

fiie Moselle
; Captain Garden, to the Driver.

An Order in Council has directed, that Midshipmen who have served their

time, are to be employed as Sub-Lieutenants on hoard of such armed Prigs a

are commanded by Lieutenants ;
for which service- their pay will be 4s. per

day ; and when they are not in Commission, are to receive halt' pay. They will

be allowed their rank; and their uniform is to be that of the undress which the

LiHtenants now wear.

Captain J. W. Lorins; is appointed to the Aurora Frigate ; Captain Malbon to

the Hebe, a new Frigate. Hon. Lieutenant H. Duncan, to the command, pro
tonpore, of the Bittern Sloop, vice Corbett, indisposed.

Samuel Curry, Esq. late Secretary to Vice-Admiral Patton, whilst commanding
in the Downs, but now one of the Lords of the Admiralty, is promoted as Purser
of his Majesty's Frigate Arethusa, to the Crown, of 64 guns, now lying in ordi-

nary at Portsmouth. Captain Inman, to the Utrecht ; Captain Granger to tho

command, pro tempore, of the Malta, rice Bnllen
;
Mr. Pritchard, Midshipman of

the Ville de Paris, and son of Mr. Pritchard, who commands a division of Ship?
in ordinary at Portsmouth, is made a Lieutenant. Captain E. P. Brenton, to the

Arnaranthe
; Captain Forbes, to the Merlin.

To be Sub-Lieutenants, Mr. George Harris, of the Medusa, to the Clinker ,

Mr. C. Hill, to the Acute
; Mr. J. Darby, to the Bouncer

;
Mr. N. Row, to the

Aimwell
;
Mr. W. L. Patterson, to the Rover.

Lieutenants Irwin, Skinner, and Down, of the Royal Yaphts, are promoted to

the rank of Commanders.
The Ix>rds Commissioners of the Admiralty have been pleased, in consideration

of his long and meritorious services, to restore to his rank, in the Navy, and

appoint to his Majesty's S.hip Prince George, Lieutenant James Buchannan, of

Gosport, who was about two years since dismissed from his Majesty's Shij|
Peterell, for being a short time off the deck in his watch.

Captain G. Losack, to the Prince George, of 98 guns, instead of Captain Yo: '.

Captain Lobh to the Pomona, a new Frigate ;
Lieutenant Grant, who lately

commanded the Hawke Cutter, an old, brave, and scientific Officer, is promoted
t" he a Commander; and Lieutenant Bogue is appointed First Lieutenant of
the Weymouth ; Captain Hardinge, to the Valorous, a new Frigate : Sir T. Lir

vjns'tone, to the I^finomrmk; Frigate ; and Captain Seator, to the Mediator.
Mr. John Wilby, Purser of the Scorpion Sloop, is promoted to the Jamaica

Frignte.
Lieutenant Tremlett is appointed to the command of the Phosphorous Fire-

M* the No re.

Captain Drnnunond is appointed to the Dryad, vice Giffard, who resigns from
ill health

; Cap'.iin Gore retains the command' of the Medusa; Captain Davie to

the Favour <>te
; Captain Westl.each to the Hermes; Captain Wool-

romrie to the Amelia, !;/< Lord Proby, deceased. The Rev. Mr. Sourer to the,
of Wales : Mr. Macdonald, to" be Surgeon of the CoWu*.

The King has been pleased to grant unto Sir Rd. Bickerton, Bt. Rear-Adra, of
he Red Squadron of his Majesty's Fleet, his Royal License and permission to

accept ;,nd wear the insignia of the Ottoman Imperial Order of the Crescent (of
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tke superior degree), transmitted to him by the Grand Senior. And the Order
of the Crescent having been instituted i>y his

i\fcjest/s Ally the Grand SiLiiior.
>n commemoration of the signal and important services rendered to the Ottoman
Empire, by the glorious achievement* c-i t/ie lintish anus snTvjvpt; the King
has further been pleased by warrant under his Royal Signt t and Si'^n Manual, to

grant unto the said Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Biekerton, his Royal License and.

permission, to bear, in allusion thereto, a Crescent, and certain other appropriate
honourable augmentations to his ramiiy arms, lowlier with supporters ;

tin: same
being first duly exemplified according to the laws of stnns, and recorded in the
Hi- raid's Office.

Captain Bouchier is appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital, in
the room of the late Sir Richard Pearson.

BIRTHS.

Jan. 1, 1805. At Swansea, the Lady of Captain New, of the Xavv, of

daughter.
The Lady of Captain J. Baker, of the Navv, of a son.

MARRIAGES.
Dec. 17. At Weande, near Plymouth, Major Bcvan, of the 28th Regiment of

Foot, to Miss Dacres, eldest daughter of Admiral Dai-res.

y3. Captain Wiuthrop. ot'the Ardent, ro Miss Farbrace, of Dover.
J-t. At Ryde, Captain Hill, of the Orpheus, to Miss Belles worth, daughter of

Captain Bettesworth, of' the South Hants Militia.

Lately, at Barbddnes, Commodore Hood, to the Hon. Miss ?>I'Kenzie, daughter
of Lord Seaforth, Governor of Barfcai

Jan. \'i, 1805. At Southweald, in Essex, by the Rev. Dr. Bullock, Captain
Charles Finling, of UK- Royal Xavy, to Miss Sarah Bullock, youngest daughter of

William Bullock, Esq. of Wealsirie House.

Lieutenant E. Youn-z, of the Royal Marines, to Miss Perfect, daughter of W.
Perfect, Esq. M.D. of West Maline.

At Rochester, Captain T. Young, of the Royal Marines, to Mrs. G. Wynch,
widow, daughter of the above-named W. Peri.

Lord Viscount Duncan, son of the late Admiral Lord Viscount D'incan, to Miss

J. Dalrvmple, daughter of the late Su II. H. Dalryiupk, Bart, of Bargany and
North Berwick.

At Buckland, Captain Rolles, of the Xavy, to Miss Rawbone, daughter of the

Rev. Dr. Rawbone, Rector of Hatfbrd.

Captain Kerr, of the Xavy, to Miss C. Maule, daughter of the late C.

3Iaule, E^q.
OBITUARY.

Nov. 22. At Gibraltav, Doctor Bird, Physician to the T-Taval Hospital there.

Dec. 17. At Huntingdon, 'I'hviin ti l-'urij'-r. iate ui" the Royal Ilo-spital Schoo^
(Greenwich, of \\liich he. uas Master iv.

i

;i-. .

i'6. Sir Samuel Halts, Bart, ot Muuddl, Loiituinshire, Lieutenant in the

Royal Xavy.
V9. Two youns men were found dead in a West Indiaman, outward liouni,

lying off Woolwich. It is supposed they had drank too much spirits, aad fell

asleep, when they became frost bitten.

The same night, two lads belonging to a Collier, waiting in a Boat for thoir

Captain, at Stone-Stairs, R;Udin"e-Ciu:S, were found in the arms of one another,

pearly expiring, through the incleineury of the weather. They were taken to a,

public-house, where, with much difficulty, they recovered.

30. An Oriicer of the Xavy, in shoot; i, near Portsmouth, as

he inadvertently attempted to divide the bna.-s with the butt end of th- piece,

being on full cock, the rrtuirer caught a bramble, and the contents of the gun
were discharged through the Lieutenant's heart, who instantly expired.
From the etl'scts of a cold, Lieutenant Urqulwrt, oi the Royal Marines, of h

^MhiVs Ship Euryalns. He was buried oa Thursday ui Poruuiouth Garriion

Chapel, with the accustomed military honoars.
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31. Mr. .T. Callaway, Midshipman of his Majesty's Ship Montagu, andson of R.

Callaway, Esq. of Portsmouth, aged 17. The spirit and talents of this youth were

promi.-iiig of his becoming a future ornament to the profession in which he was

engaged. He had just served his time as a Midshipman.
V Seaman's body, supposed to have been drowned some time since, was

hauled up, fastened by his clothes to the anchor fluke of a Man of War lying in

Barnpool.
Jan. 2, 180.5. At her mother's .house, in Lower Eton-street, the wife of Cap-

tain Liardet, of the lloy*l Marines.

18. At Clifton, Miss Church, eldest daughter of the, late Captain Church, of

'the Navy.
26. At Greenwich Hospital, Sir R. Pearson, Lieutenant-Governor of that

Institution ;
on whom the honour of Knighthood was conferred for his bravery

in action with Paul Jones, while in command of the Serapis. We hope, with tin;

assistance of some of our Friends, to be soon able to present our Readers with

the Memoirs of this worthy Officer.

Lately, aged 80, Mrs. K. Hall, mother to the Rev. J. Hall, Chaplain of the

Royal Naval Hospital at Haslar. Her remains were deposited in the family
vault, at Ledbnry, Herefordshire.

Lately, suddenly. Captain C. B. Jones, of the Navy, at Swansea.

Lately, of the pestilential fever, at Gibraltar, aged 24, Robert Palgrave, I>-j.

Register of the Court of Admiralty there, and late of Coltisball, near Norwich.

A Seaman of the Spartiate, of 84 guns, refitting in Hamoazc, fell from the

main-yard, and was killed on the spot. It is supposed his hands were benumbed
with the excessive cold, and lost his hold.

Mr. John Mitchell, Harbour Master at Sunderland. He went on a visit to a

friend at Hilton Ferry ;
and on his return in the evening, it is supposed owing to

the darkness of the night lie had mistaken his way, as he was found at the bottom
ofClagshiff Rock on Thursday morning; over which it is believed he fell, as his

head seemed very much bruised.

At Bridgenorth, Mr. Owen Davis, Chart Maker, in the 80th year of his age;
who, it i-> well known, spent more than 6001. in one public-house in that town, in

the course of the last forty years, though he was seldom known to spend more
than Is. in any one day.

Mechain, the Astronomer, Member of the First Class of the National Institute,

who was sent to Spain by the Government to make observations. He was
bom at Lyons, on the 16Ui of August, 1744. On the 18th August, 1774, the

Academy approved of his first Memoir on an Eclipse which he. had observed at

Versailles on the llth April. He then belonged to the Marine Arsenal, in which

8
'(nation he executed immense calculations for the improvement of Charts. He
isrovered and calculated several comets. He gained the prize of the Academy

in 17H2, on the comet of 1661, the return of which was expected in 1790 ; and
lie was received into that body the same year. He was made Editor of the Con-

naissance des Temps ; and since 1788, that work has assumed anew perfection;
it has been every year enriched with the labours of M. Mechain. In 1792 he
was employed in the great work of the Meridian from Dunkirk to Barcelona,

conjointly with M. Dclambre. He returned from it in 1798. But, to complete
that work, he wished to continue it as far as the Balearian Islands ; and he set

out for them in 1803. He had already with vast difficulty recognised all the

Stations, and terminated three, when he was cut off on the 4th September, by a
lev IT which prevails every year on the coast of Valencia, by reason of the 1110-

rassrs produced from the overflowing of the rivers.

At Plymouth, Miss de Courcy, daughter of the Hon. Captain de Courcy, of
the Xaw.
At Taplow Lodge, Bucks, the seat of P. C. Bruce, Esq. M. P., Mr. R. Bruce,

of the lloyal Navy, ,i<jcd 20.

Lately, at Mount Merrion, near Dublin, Mr. G. Battier, late of his Majesty's
Ship Resolution, which, with the Discovery, circumnavigated the Globe with

Captain Cook. This intrepid Mariner was present wijh the unfortunate Captain
at the fata! period of his death, and made a bold and vigorous defence against the

savages in the Island of Owyhec.
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Ratine List

SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &c,

FROM JULY 13, TO SEPTEMBER 11, 1804.

A CCOUNTS from Jamaica, dated 5th of May, (late

a French Privateer, and carried into Cuba.
The riiya, Atkinfon, of and fur N. Brunfwick, from

Jamaica, is taken oft' Cuba by a French Privateer.

The Aliancen, Kefncr, from Stockholm to Dublin, with
Iron anrt Deals, is loft oft' Southwold. The cargo expected
to be faved.

The Calliope, Nafh, from Jamaica fur Virginia, is loft

Cn Florida Reef.

Tfce Regulator, Burkitt, from New York to Jamaica,
v a- taken 2d or April, and carried into Cuba.
The New York, King, from New York to Amiterdam,

is put into Boftun, leaky.
The Brothers, Lambert, from Pock to Briftol, is put

into Falmouth, having loft her bowfp.it, fails, &c. in a

tile the 7th July off the Lizard.
The Nancy, Sco'.t, from Liverpool to St. Andrews,

went on more and funk near X. Brur:f.vick, 7th May.
The Ewina, . , from Hull, and the Eaft Lothian,

, from Aberdeen, are loit at Greenland. Crews
faved.

The Aftive, Brade, from , is .'oft a; the Baha-
mas. People faved.

The Zephyr, Jackfon, from Gibraltar and Lisbon to

Cork, taken on the 8th of June off Cape Clear by
.Augereau Privateer, is c.-rried into Muros.
The Nymph, Collins, from Liverpool to Lynn, was

taken 23* of April, and carried into Boulogne.
A Ship, fuppofed tn belong to shield', or Scarbro,' was

taken by a French Privateer 6th of July offSoutlmold.
The Dolphin, Hellegren, from Malaga to Embdun ; the

Mercury, Janfon, from St. Remo to Tonuingen ; the

Courier, Hafplairs, anil the Sophia, Albey, both from

Cette, are detained and fent ii;to Gibraltar.

The Caroline, Prince, from Honduras, is totally loft

cear Toiringen ; 245 pieces of mahogany faved.

The Adeonas, from Stockholm to Nantes, is detained

by 1'Entreprenante Cutter, and lent into Portfmouth.
The Pearl, Stephenfor., tr,,m Hull to Jamaica, is taken

y a Privateer, and fuppofea to be carried into Gua-

daloupc.
The Prefident, Wells, from the C pe of Good Hope to

a Market, is fent into Cork by the Lapwing Frigate.
The Bourdcaux Packet, Hedeluis, from Philadelphia to

Bour.ie.iux, is detained by the Rofario Sloop, and fent

into Cork i;th July.
The Ocean, Priuharri, from Mafiachufets to St. Bar-

tnolomews; and the Two Brothers, Nichols, from Gua-

daloupe to New York, were lent into Bermuda 24th

May, by the Driver Sloop of War.
The Minerva, , from London and Lisbon to

Honduras, has been t.ken by a French Privateer, re-

taken by the Blanche Fiigate, and arrived at Jamaica
2jd of May.

Tiie Anna Bella, Maclean, is feizert at Cape Coaft,

Africa, by the Ineonftar.t Frigate, for illicit trade.

The American Ship New York, , from Liver-

pool to New Orleans, has b?en taken by a French priva-

teer, retaken by the Tartar Frigate, and carried into

Jamaica.
The Hercules,, from Guernfey to Honduras is

loft near Honduras.
The Surprize, Renfhaw, from the Cape of Good Hope

Co Philadelphia, U loit near Bermuda.
The Duke of Kent Packet, from Falmouth to Bar-

badoes and Jamaica, is uicen, and carried into Gua-

daloupe.
Th<; Mary, Woo-J, from TeiRnmciuth to Newfound-

land, w s c..ptured on the 171(1 of April on the Bsnks. of

Ni!'.if un.llauil, by a French Privateer, of 18 guns.
The Ariel, Kiverfon, of Liverpuol, with Coal

Petersburg, is loft on Sand Hammer.
The Sillers, Knoll, fr m Boitun to Jamaica ;

and the

Morning star, from Jamaica to Ch.irleituc, aie taken by
riificb Privateers, wd fcot fur Cuba.

fur

The Providence, ., of 80 tons, from Swanfca to
London ; and tie Gratitude, , of 200 tons, laden
with iron, are reported to be captured, and carried into

Boulogne.
The Vrow Hermini, Bowman ; Juno, Gulzeet ; Frau

Margaretta, Roloff ; General Van Bloucher, Ruyle ; Jong
Oune and Brower, Ruyle ; Nicka, Riecka, Four Brothers,
Stemmings ; Jong Peter Cafper, Jobs; Cute Hcrihung,

; Piepershurg, ; from Riga to F.mbde.i,
with mafts, are detained by the Scorpion and Lynx Sloops,
and Cenfor Gun Brig, a:i . .n >uth.

The William and Margaret Sloop, iifliop, bound to

Plymouth, fprung a lea'i 2ift of July, near the Ifle of

Wight, and was quitted by the Crew ;
but (he haJ not

funk when they loft fight of her.
The American Ship Thomas, , from Bourdeaux

to Norfolk, Virginia, is detuned by the Bufy Brig, and
carried into Barbadoes.
The Exchange, , from Waterford to London, hav-

ing fprung a leak, foundered near Scuiy ioth July. Crew

The Providence, Lownsbro, from Jerfey to Petersburg ;
and the Mary, , from Emf.vorth to Hu:l, have
been taker., and were retaken on t.:e 7th July, by the
Nile Cutter, of Haftings, near Boulogne.

by the Lion. Cutter, and arrived at Portfmouth.
The Emerald, Kecks, from Liverpool to Africa, is

taken.
The Albion, Randall, from Warerford to Lor.don, was

captured 2;d July oft' Fairlee, by a Lugger Privateer.
retaken on 2 jd by the Stag Revenue Cutter, and carried

into Ramfgatc.
The SaJly, Child, from St. Domingo to Philadelphia,

is taken by a French Privateer, in the Crooked Ifland

Pafuge.
The Frances Lewes, Ewers, of Philadelphia ; the

Teiemachus, , of Norfolk ; the Delight, ,

of Charlefton, are take;i by French Priviteen, and carried
in:o the Hiv.-.na.

The Peggy, Sinclair, from London to Demerara, is

totally lofl near Demerara.
The Attive, Rafcr, from Jamaica to Lor.don, was cap-

turred ill May, near Cuba.
The American Brig Speedwell, , from Bofton

to Havre, is detained by t;.e Favourite Sloop, ami fent
into Portfmouth.
The del Peys, cle la Bella, from Malaga, is on (hor

in the Eyder, but expefted to be sot oft'.

The Hanibro Ship , Derks, from Bourdeaux,
is totally loll at the mouth of the Eyder.
Tl e 'Nancy, , from St. Vincent's to Liver.

pool, has been taken and retaken off Grenada.
The Sir S.dney Smith, Wneeie, fr.-jm London to To-

bai;o, put int On>ro Stu July, in dn'.rtfs, with five feet

water in her hoi:.

The Young Nicholas, Horry, from Honduras to Lon-

don, laft from Savannah ; failed from Savannah on the
1-riya-

tcer, and tent for Guadiloupe. C^ptai;; Horry arrived at

liverpool in the Daphne.
The Vittoria, M'rabito, from Malta to Triefte, is taken

by a French Privateer in the Port of Triefte.

The Argo, \Viihains, from Petersburg, is arrived ia
the River, after bslng ftrandeJ on the Ifian-1 of Le(f[.
The Paul and Eli. abeth. Raven, from Chrnti >na to

London, is carried into Yarmouth Rends, by a Wintcrcon

Bo.it, with much Uama^, luviuE hs- a n H^ppesburg
Sand.
The St. Bartholomew, Wijibcrg, from Stockholm to

Dublin, is carried into Margate by the Boa-men, wun,

lols of rudder, and foms damage to her keel, navinj been

on the Long sand.

The Henry, Dry-raid;, from Cl.arleftoa to Lsrdon,
i^hput^ntn Virginia ia diftrel'., ha-> -es:i c-.-nJunuii'd,

and the Carg> la!..



LLOYD'S MARINE iisi of SHIPS LOST,

ch Paper (U'c that the At.ilintc, Jrn'.inj, from
c irried intj 1> .

Port.

, from Bclfaft M Copcnlmccn, is on

thr Downs frum China, i

, inpany wit:i eleven Country Shipe
. ii the 1401, otf Pulo A ..:

Atimira' I.i-i

. of 84 r"5, Bei!e uu'e and Se-

; a rorv no,' <J' 2 BUMS ;
.tnrt .1

enr.ap.fd thcin I t

.-.If. On the i (I

it the Albi.m and Sceptre Men of
.

:,.e i8th,
-,; .apenet Mn of Wa'

'crara to

r.tj,tiired 4th Augull oii' Ireland, b; a

. J>ernerara to London, is

, , fro<r. Aberdeen to L<>-

:;:c Kc;.c armed

. ; jn toDnntlsr, 1'prung a
;

I.;' Dr.- Cr -,v.

Yhe "awke, I. >:''* f'".i:n M. 'uLiGbun

, fnr-i Hull to Luniion, fbundered
fomh. People favtd.

. Leiflmisn, from rrmdontu Ho di

taken the cth May, by :i.e D |i..rr;:.e'.t fie Nerd FrtnLh
Pr

. fince arrived at

T..e Sl<xip Lucy, Burrell, from Bermuda, is captured
r.ear Jamaica.
The Cnrolr e Frira'e arrived at Bengal the er.d of Fe-

brv:
T it N. s tie CMiccp.-ion, ,

from Am'.ier-tim to

Caili?, id fviit intj Gibraltar 7th July, by
11;- %;.!'.:;/, L; ; ;p Arnhufcade.

-

-l-.'una, Ri.. i-.ards, hound to Msmel, went on more
in C.trm.>rtMn River 7th Auguft, and received. ccr.rV'.e-

rab!'. dam. ec.

Toe Golden Grove, Burden, from Newcaftle to lamai-
ca, was taken on the gth May, off Jamaica, by i

Privateer, by which (he was plundered, and then given
up. fnt next day (he was captured by another P:iva-

tcr, and carr.cd into St. Jaeo dc Cuba the i4tn ~ and n
the

and burn! her, as tlic Fpanifli Governor would not permit
the Ship to lay in that Harbour, nor iuft'er the Cr:w -M be
laml-cl.

Tlu: Biig Betfey, of Jerfey, bound to the Weft Indies,
lias ber. take., and retaken the 241)1 July by the Mary,
Captain Temple.
The Brig Tjrrar, of New York, mounting 10 guns,

was taken by a French Priiateer off Hen-.-3Ea on 5th
July.
The Schooner Eagle, of New Vf.rk, bound to Jamaica,

was takri. mm June by i French Prvateer.
The Gecirgc, M'I.even, of Liverpool, was captured

4th Mjy, at Oaboon, by tne Venueance Privateer.
The I.ucy Maria, , from Bengal to Chin^ ; the

Henrietta, , from Ballar.h. ; rjid :he

Brig H.,mer, , of Madras, arc icpor.ed to have been
taken previous to the 28th of February, by Linois' Squa-
dron.
The Ranger, I.eimman, from London to Honduras, is

retaken by one of his Majefty's Ships, and earned ir.to

Jamaica, and frM.
The John and M.ry, , of Sunderland, ccal laden,

.n H .'bro' Sand, I3:h Au:'.ft.
The Fortitude, Gidney, from Liverpool to Main, was

taken by the Efpcrance Freiu,. .1 carried
into Malaga if"!i jmy.
The Haitian, Garrett, from Sundcrland to Wl itby, is

on (hore at tin: \\eft Tier, Vvhitby.
The Ariadn-:, Fio:t, iate M'BriJc, i

[ ru cd hy the
J>utct -"Africa, has been ;,k n by the
Alexander of Liverpool, and arriv
The Katie, Rl'i fiy, frnrr, London, .1 -m thr

Africa, by two French Pnv. tter , aner a ftvere
lent.

1. r,-:-nt, Napier, from Shield* to Grenada, -as

taken :jj Apiil by a French Privateer. Since n taken
and cartici into Bernice River.
The fuilowv.i VelTcls from Hi-.i with mafts, are (!e-

tainctf (a4 feat ii.to Yarmouth, viz. Zxpenmen:, Mey-

ners, by the Lord Nelfon Cutter; /.f.rtJ, Cf'~
the Fcnetcr Gun Brig; Ii;u::iu , E.i/-k'.-r, l.y the .

tir, by the Fanny Arm', i

lent into the Fryhvni..'
na, Wardeor, fr&r Dieppe.
Th( Carl Guftafi, Ntilf.m, from Stoc!;hr,tm to Dieppe,

is de;an.ed by th= M.-lpou.ene Frigate, and lent int
Portfmouth.
The Jonje Ayr, Vanderuyn, from Hull to Catwyk, is

detained liy the Minerva Piivatee.-, of h
into Grin
The Height, Jovnfon, f.m Hull to Yarmouth, foun-

dered off Crorher the inu'n.i- f this month.

The_Wiliiam Heathcote, Phill-p-:, from Pemerara to

Augereiu French Pnviic-r, of i: funs and 90 men, atter
a fcverc ?onflift, in which C.'.pi.iin fl.iHips, his Ion, a

paflbiger, and one Seam in, were killed; the M.ite, OIK
Faffeaser, and feuen Seamen, wounded ; fhe-Tnvateer had
;hrce men killed, h-r C.<p:ain a.'id five nun v

T!ie V. illi:im Heathcore M.IS recaptured on 9'h Au&uO by
>he Nautilus Sl;n; >iiougM intcIOv:

The Bkjnde Frenth Privateer, of jo ju
is taken by the Loire Frigaie, an.i iriiu'd a: plvn-.outh.

Th Port of Pillau, ClirilHanlon, trom fetersbur to

Cieppc ; and the Three Brothers, VVicti In-

find, arc detahfd and ',

^ ,.e Sluup King (rt Prufiia, , from Pruffia t'

Bilboa, is uctaincd, a; d lent into Portsmouth by the Kofc
Cutter.

The Pnfident, , from the Cap- if Grx .

!ift Ironi Cork, detained r-y the Lapwing Krigat:
'.-lodwiu bands J3th Augun, bu;

off by the Deal Iv

The Kilt>e:ry, Sinclair, from St. Michael'^ 'to LIVT-
pool, wa; lapturei y\ April, ,'.nd carried into Rothefart
t c itlr, by the Kuri.iiv.mte Kre::ch Frigate.

Tlic Venus Pi

and 72 r -.d Autuft by t>'

trom Bengal; (he had been out u days from a

Pott, and fnarte two cap:urcs.
The Difpatch and i*c Rodney Droshrrs, be'itrnging to

Grenada, were cot out of a Bay in that Iiland 01

.!:';, ty a Frcr.ch Privateer; and the Mary Cutter run
on (hc-re to prevent being tap'.urcn ; and it was fuppofed
wnuldtae loft.

The Brig Amiable JuJia, of n6 to::s and 6 men, fir.m
Sund<.rland ti> New-haven ; and the Brig Friends, of 135

in the French Papers to be taken by the Vroiper Priva.
teer of Boulogne, and carried iuto Dunkirk.
Th: Either, of Whitehaven, and the Beaver, of Li

verpoul, both bound to Barbadoes, are taken in the \Veil

The Margaret, Goodwin, for London, was loft in Man-
chioneal Harbour, Jamaica, on izth July.
The SjlViI, Head, from London and Madeira to Deme-

rara, has been taken, retaken, and carried intj Bi:
The Juno, Sowdon, from Newcartie to Jamaica, isi.ip-

t-.ired, and carried ir.to Guadalo'jpe.
The American Schooner Linnet, from Barbadoes to

Virginia, has been captured by t; French, retaken by t

Frigate, and carried into Jnrr.j.iea.-
Tlu- Rambler, Ritch, from Button to Rotterdam, was

run down off Newfoundland by the Ulysses, Morgan,
from Lor.don to New York. C're

The Mercurius, H:nJ!--

(trar.desl on BorrJ.olm. Part of the cargo and niatei ial:

The Beaver, ChriiUe, from Africa to the Weft Indies,
has been taken, retaken, a-id carrier! into Antigua.
The Charlotte, Merron, from Tortola and St. Thomas's

to Jaimica, was captured 221* June, after a lout
me' t, and carried to Portn Rico.
The Brig i'Eipoir, , from Martinique to Ame-

rica, in bl!aft, was taken oy the Lihy =:cop of v.'jr,
and carried into Bermuda js;h Jane. The Lilly was
:aken isth July on tl.t

1'rivateer, after an engagement t la haif.
The Biigburprifc. , irum Grei.aila to Trinid^aa,

is Inft iit-ar Grenada.
Tlie Abcona, , from Latmidore to Quebec, is

The Reinrfeer, Cattrall, ha<; been en {hore on Born-
holm, hut got off after throwing * p.ir: u( her C-rga
overlioard.

Tht Lucy Maria, Dawrs, from Beneiil to China, wa
taken previous to rhe curt of Febnsary by LiuuU' Squa-
dron in the China Seas.

MMencan Ship Jofeph, Grant, from Buc-
to Kmbrieii, detained and curied into St. Kit-
time fmce, by l'tUir Stotp, bu teeu law to dilcliuc
Botionuy Bu:.d.

be continued.]
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE LATE

COMMODORE SIR WILLIAM JAMES, BAHT.

IN THE HON. EAST INDIA COMPANY'S SERVICE,

Chairman of the Court of Directors, <Jj-c.

So I LEFT MY POOR PLOUGH TO CO PLOUGHING THE DEEP."

Dibdin.

' E have been gratified in learning, that our biographical

sketch of the " gallant Merchant Commodore DANCE"
has not been condemned as an innovation, but has rather been

deemed a just tribute to that spirit of invincible valour, which so

universally pervades both the Royal and Mercantile British Navy.

The notions of another Merchant, whose birth indeed was hum-

ble, but whose high achievements were splendid, will more

fully illustrate the truth of this remark
;

and prove unto the

French, that if we are a Nation of Shopkeepers, the spirit of

commerce has no tendency to abate the natural and inherent

Valour of an Englishman.

The origin of Commodore Sir William James is enveloped in

obscurity. Whether this may have proceeded from that feeling

which revolts at the retrospect of poverty, it would now be

difficult, if not impossible, to determine. That such feelings are

frequently incidental both to families and individuals, is too

true
;

since it too often has deprived us of the means of marking

the progress of naval merit, from its first dawn, to its meridian

splendour. Even Johnson was not invulnerable to its influence.

That truly great philosopher, though endowed with sentiments

too noble and elevated to permit any attempt at deceit, dwelt

with pain on the poverty of his early years.

Respecting the earliest period of Sir William James's life, all

tfrat is known with certainty is, that he was a native ofWales
;
that

his parents were extremely poor ;
and that, consequently, their

offspring had many difficulties to struggle with. We are not

convinced that this statement is fully to be relied on : but it ha
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been generally understood that he was bora near Milford Haveiij

in 1721 ; and that, for some time, he there followed the occu-

pation of husbandry, in the humble station of a Ploughboy ; and

that such occupations have a tendency to confirm an heroic cha-

racter, we have the authority of our Bible to affirm :
"
Thy ser-

vant," said the young Shepherd unto Saul,
"

kept his Father's

sheep, and there came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of

the flock
;
and I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered

it out of his mouth : and when he arose against me, I caught

him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him : Thy servant

slew both the lion and the bear The Lord who delivered me

put of the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the bear, he

will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine."

That spirit of enterprise, which has formed so many heroes,

in modern as well as in ancient days, Mas probably stimulated

in this youth, by the constant sight of the Ocean, and this at an

early period of his life.

From the information of his widow, the late Lady James, her

husband became a Sailor at the age of twelve years ;
but without

friends, and without interest : and a period of more than twenty

years elapsed before he obtained the command of a Ship. He
indeed commenced his career in the Merchant Service

;
but in,

the year 1738 he served under the gallant Captain, afterwards

Admiral Lord Hawke, in the West Indies. It is imagined that

he was not entered as a Midshipman, but acted in some other

subordinate station, which he had obtained rather by good
behaviour than by interest.

Some years after this, Mr. James procured the command of

a Ship in the Virginia trade. But fortune was not yet auspicious

to his wishes; for in this service he \\as taken prisoner by the

Spaniards, and carried to the Havana, which has been the grave

of so many Englishmen. From a dungeon in the island of Cuba,

both himself and his men were at length released
;
but their

emancipation only led to fresh calamities. Having embarked ou

board of a Brig for {he colony of South Carolina, a very hard

gale of Wind came on the second day after their departure; and,

{he Vessel, which it is supposed was uot adapted to encounter
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the occasional Hurricanes of those latitudes> strained so much,
that the most imminent danger ensued. The pumps were set to

\vork
;
and the people employed at them were incessantly occu-

pied in bailing out the water
; but, though every possible exer-

tion was made, the Vessel could not long be kept afloat.

Despairing of any other means of safety, Mr. James and

seven of the Crew got into the Boat, taking with them a little

bag of biscuits and a keg of water
;
soon after this, the Brig

went down, and disappeared . What became of the rest of the

Crew is not mentioned
; but, from this account, it is too proba-

ble that they were consigned to a watery grave.

In the Brig's small Boat, Mr. James and his companions
remained twenty days : exposed, not only to the dangers of the

Winds and Waves, but experiencing the slow approaches of

famine, and dying a thousand deaths amidst their protracted

existence. The supply of fresh water being unfortunately very

scanty, was regularly distributed, in equal portions, from the

Commander's snuff-box. Their bread also, from being wetted

with the Sea, which, during two whole days, made a breach

over them, became scarcely eatable.

Being unprovided with a compass, they had no idea \vhere

they were, or towards what part they were driven* The appear-

ance, however, of any land would have been grateful ; but

twenty days elapsed before they were blessed with so delightful

a prospect. Cuba at length appeared ;
the very same island

whence they had so recently set out
;
and the spot which they

first reached was not ten miles distant from their old prison.

But a prison had no longer any horrors for them
; they readily,

and even cordially, delivered themselves up to the Spaniards,

who received them once more into captivity; and it is not a

little remarkable, that but one out of the eight perished. All of

them, however, were afflicted by the hardships which they had

experienced, and for a considerable time they were deprived of

the use of their limbs. Having at length found means to return

to England, in the year 1747 Mr. James entered into the service

of the EAST INDIA COMPANY.

About the same period, he first entered into the marriage
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state, and liis wife kept a public-house in Wapping, bearing the"

sign of the " Red Core'." An amiable trait in Mr. James's

character may be mentioned here with much propriety. After

having tasted the fruits of prosperity, he returned to Wales, and

earnestly inquired after a young woman, with whom, while they

were yet children, he had interchanged a promise of marriage.

He bantered her for not keeping her word; performed some

acts of friendship towards her husband; and presented his

quondam sweetheart with a gown, which he had brought with

him for that purpose.

The East India Company, at the period when Mr. James first

entered into its service, was merely a petty, trading association.

A few obscure merchants of Leadenhall Street were at that time

the feudal tenants of the Mogul, who never dreamed of being the

SOVEREIGNS OF HINDOSTAN.

Before we proceed with Mr. James, it may not perhaps be

amiss, briefly to state the origin, rise, and progress of that

establishment, which, in its embassies and governments, may now

be considered as eclipsing the splendour of eastern nations.

History furnishes us with reason for believing, that, as early

as the days of the great Alfred, England had a circuitous, but

not regular communication with India. The spices, however,

and other commodities of the East, found their way into this

island by foreign bottoms; at first through the Red Sea, by

Alexandria, and afterwards by the way of Trebizond, Damascus,
and Aleppo, which increased the trade of the free cities of

Venice, Genoa, Pisa, &c. Those goods were not only vended

in all the countries bordering upon the Mediterranean, but were

sent -to England, Germany, and the Netherlands, and all over

the Baltic, which afforded great encouragement to the traffic of

Bruges, the depositary of northern commodities.

The first person who proposed to establish the East India

Trade in England, is recorded to have been a Mr. Robert

Thome, a Merchant of London, who had settled at Seville, in

Spain. Having resided there many years, he had gained con-

siderable knowledge respecting the state of both the East and

West Indies. About the year 1527, this gentleman jnade an
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application on the subject to his Majesty, KING HENRY TKE

VUIth, to whom he represented the vast advantages which

would accrue to the nation by opening a direct commerce with

the East Indies. Mr. Thome's scheme, however, does not

appear to have been considered in any other view than as a pro-

ject too bold to be carried into effect. The first person who

threw any real light upon this navigation was Sir Francis Drake,

in the year 1578. The next year a Mr. Stevens went from Lis-

bon to Goa, by the Cape of Good Hope; and, in 1586, the

famous Candish made his voyage round the world. This clearly

opened a passage to these parts ; and, in 1591, Captain George

Raymond, in a Ship of his own, called the Penelope, accom-

panied by two others, the Merchant Royal and the Bonaventure,

sailed for the East Indies. Before they reached the Cape of

Good Hope, the Crews became so very sickly, that it was found

necessary to send one of the Ships back to England with the

invalids ;
another was lost w ith all its Crew in a gale of Wind ;

and the Bonaventure, commanded by Captain Lancaster, having

stopped at an uninhabited island, probably St. Helena or Ascen-

sion, on her return home, a part of the Crew mutinied and ran

away with the Ship, while the Captain and the rest were on

shore seeking for refreshments. Here they remained three years,

when a Ship fortunately arrived and relieved the survivors from

their miserable situation, several having actually perished for

want.

Favourable accounts continuing to be received from India, as

to the facility with which the English might establish factories,

and commence a regular trade thither, several Merchants, and

other monied men, at length conceived a desire to open such a

commerce. In pursuance of this wish, they applied to QUEEN
ELIZABETH for a charter, which her Majesty was pleased to

grant on the 31st of December, A.D. 1600, in the forty-third

year of her reign.

The petitioners for this establishment, and to whom the pri-

vilege was granted, were, Sir John Hart, of London, Knt. Sir

John Spencer, of London, Knt. Sir Edward Michelburn, Knt.

William. Candish, Esq. Paul Banning, Robert Lee, Leonard
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Holiday, John Watts, John Moore, Edward Holmden, Robert

Hampson, Thomas Smith, and Thomas Campbell, Citizens

and Aldermen of London, and upwards of t\vo hundred persons

more, named in the royal grant. They were formed into a body,

corporate and politic, by the title of The Croccrnor and Co;-

punif of Merchants of London, trading into the East Indies.

In the following year, 1601, the above society fitted and

sent out five Ships, from one hundred to six hundred tons bur-

den, the command of which was given to Captain Lancaster,

who has been already mentioned.

For some time the respective partners in this concern appear

to have traded with separate stocks, though only in the Ship*

belonging to the whole Company. In 1612, they joined their

stocks into one common capital ;
and though their charter had

not as yet been confirmed by Parliament, it was considered to be

sufficiently valid, and no one presumed to interfere with their

trade. At this time their capital amounted to about 740,0001.,

and the shares were as low as 501. Their trade was in general

successful, notwithstanding some heavy losses, which were chiefly

sustained through the malice of their rivals, the Dutch. In pro-

cess of time, however, it came to be understood, that a royal

charter could not by itself convey an exclusive privilege to

traders, and the Company was reduced to distress by the multi-

tude of interlopers who carried off the greater part of their trade.

They continued in this dilemma during the latter part of the

reign of CHARLES THE lid, the whole of JAMES THE lid's,

and part of that of WILLIAM THE Hid. In 16Q8, a scheme was

formed, and a proposal was made to Parliament for advancing

the sum of 2,000,0001. to Government, on condition of the sub-

scribers being formed into a new Company, with exclusive pri-

vileges. The original Company endeavoured to prevent the

appearance of such a fonnidable rival, by offering Government

700,0001., nearly the whole amount of their capital ;
but such

Were at that time the exigencies of the State, that the larger

sum, though at eight per cent, interest, was preferred to the

smaller at four per cent:

Thus were two Companies formed, the interests of each neces~
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ily clashing one with another. Through the negligence of

those who prepared the act of parliament, the partners of the

new Company were not obliged to unite in a joint stock ; and,

in consequence of this, a few private traders, whose subscriptions

scarcely exceeded 72001., insisted on a right of trading separately at

their own risk. A sort of third Company was thus established; and

by their contentions one with the other, all three were brought

to the verge of ruin. On a subsequent occasion, in 1700, a pro-

posal was made to Parliament, for putting the trade under the

management of a regulated Company. This, however, was

opposed ; but, in 1 702, the companies were in some measure

united by an indenture tripartite, to which the Queen was a

party; and, in 1703, they were, by act of parliament, perfectly

consolidated into one Company, by the title of THE UNITED
COMPANY OF MERCHANTS TRADING TO THE EAST
INDIES. Into this act it was thought proper to insert a clause,

allowing the separate traders to continue their traffic till Michael-

mas, 17H; but at the same time empowering the Directors, on

three years' notice, to redeem their capital of 72001., and thereby

convert the whole capital of the Company into a joint stock.

By the same act, in consequence of a new loan to Government,

their capital was augmented from 2,000,0001. to 3,200,0001.;

and, in 1743, another million was advanced to Government.

But the latter being raised, not by a call upon the proprietors,

but by selling annuities and contracting bond-debts, it did not

augment the stock on which a dividend could be claimed.

From 1708, or at least from 1711, this Company, being free

from all competitors, and fully established in the monopoly of

English commerce to India, carried on a successful trade
; making,

from their annual profits, a moderate dividend to the proprietors.

In a short time, however, whether fortunately or otherwise

we shall not pretend to decide, an inclination for war and con-

quest began to take place among the servants of the Company ;

which, though it put them in possession of extensive territories,

and immense nominal revenues, yet embarrassed their affairs to

such a degree, that they have not, to this day, been fully able to

recover themselves.
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We have thus briefly exhibited the origin and progress of the

East India Company, down to the period when Mr. James first

entered into its service. To trace them farther, would in this

place be an irrelevant digression ;
we shall therefore return to

the immediate subject of our memoir.

Mr. James performed two Voyages in the capacity of chief

Mate ;
and having evinced much good conduct, and displayed

considerable talents, he was appointed to the command of a new

Ship, equipped fer war, and called the Guardian, from the

situation in which she was destined to be employed, and which

led to her Captain's future fortune and preferment.

Soon after this he sailed from Bombay, with orders to protect

the trade on the Malabar coast, then greatly annoyed by the de-

predations of Angria, and other Pirates, who seem to have done

occasionally by Sea what the Moors and Europeans did by land ;

that is, they attacked those who were weaker than themselves
;

with this difference, however, that the naval marauders, instead

of being at enmity with only one foe at a time, lived by the

indiscriminate plunder of all who happened to be less powerful

than themselves.

The founder of the Angrian dynasty was Conagee Angria, an

adventurer in the time ofAurengzebe, who, having been entrusted

by the Mahrattas with the command of the port of Severndroog,

betrayed his trust, declared himself independent of his Master,

extended his territories 120 miles along the coast, and as far

inwards as the Ghauts
;
while Negroes, Mussulmans, and rene-

gado Christians, flocking to his standard, this Corsair and his

successors became formidable by their power and depredations.

The extensive tract thus occupied, reaching nearly from Bom^

bay to Goa, is called the Pirate Coast*. We learn from

Pliny, that the Roman East India Trade was subject to the

inroads of the inhabitants, who seem, at that time, to have been

Arabians; and, according to the accurate Rennel, no situation

can possibly be better adapted to the purposes of naval depreda-

tion
; for, though the general outline of coast appears strait and

*
Ptolemy gives a list ofthe ports, and he terms the natives A
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uniform, the Shore is every where niched with Bays and recesses.

The multitude of small Ports affords secure asylums, while the

elevated island stations, affording an extensive view to Seaward;

have fitted this neighbourhood to be the chosen seat of piracy.

The shallowness of the Harbours, and the strength of the coun-

try within, are well calculated to protect the free-booters from

extirpation ;
and indeed afford such security, that, after all our

victories, they are nearly as numerous at this day as ever, and will

probably continue to infest the Indian Seas as long as there is

any commerce to be preyed upon. While their fellow Corsairs

of Barbary are compelled to rove at a distance from their own

Shores in search of booty, here the prizes come within sight of

the Coast, and the grabs and gallivats may lie secure in.Port until

it be discovered whether the opportunity for obtaining booty be

favourable.

During the time that the Mogul- empire remained prosperous,

care was taken to repress the outrages of these men, and Dunda

Rajapore* was the name of the Harbour at which Aureng-

zebe's Fleet rendezvoused for that purpose, under the command

of the Siddee, or High Admiral, who, like the Comes Littons

Saionici of our own island, was employed to repel the incursions

of rovers of all kinds.

One of the principal of their fastnesses was called Bancoote,

or Victoria, the latter of which names it still retains. Severn-

droog, Sunderdeo, and Vingorla, are so many rocks situated in

lat. 15
9
22' 50", six or seven miles from the Shore. There are

also Kennary, and Gheriah, the capital of Angria, situated nearly

midway between Bombay and Goa. This, indeed, might be

termed the Algiers of the Indian pirate coast
;
and had, for about

fifty years, been formidable to all the nations of Europe. The

English East India Company had kept up a naval force fur the

protection of their trade, at the rate of more than 50,0001. annu-

ally, but scarcely found that sum adequate to the purpose.

In the year 17 17, an unsuccessful attempt had been made, by

the presidency of Bombay, against the Forts of Gheriult and

* Vide PENNANT'S llindviU,i, Vol. I, pa^e 104.
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Kcnnary; another attempt was also made, in 1722, against -?

Fort named Coilabley, about fifteen leagues south of Bombay ;

but this also miscarried, through the cowardice and treachery ot"

the Portuguese, who pretended to assist the English. In 1735.,

Ghcriah was unsuccessfully attacked by a Dutch armament of

seven Ships, t\vo Bomb-ketches, and a numerous body of land

forces. All this time the piracies of Angria proceeded, and not

only trading Vessels, but even Men of War/ belonging to

different nations, were captured by him.

The nature of the service in which Captain James was now

employed, afforded him almost daily opportunities of ascertaining

the strength, learning the habits, arid even contesting the powers

of these marauders. During the two years which were occupied

by him in conveying the Merchant Ships from Bombay and

Surat to the Red Sea, the Gulf of Persia, and along the Malabar

Coast from the Gulf of Cauibay to Cape Comorin, he was fre-

quently attacked by the Vessels of the different piratical States\

At one time,, when he had nearly seventy Sail under his protec-

tion,, he was assailed by a large Fleet of Angria's Frigates and

Gallivats, which were well provided with guns, and full of men.

Having formed the Line with his little Squadron, consisting of

the Guardian, Bombay Grab, and Drake Bomb-ketch, he en-

gaged the enemy, and kept them in close action, while his Con-

voy got sale into Tellicherry. In tkis conflict, during which the

hope of victory animated one side, and the thirst for plunder

inflamed the other, and which seems, on the part of both, to

have been vigorously disputed, the brave English Commander
sunk one of the enemy's largest Gallivats, and compelled the re-

mainder to take shelter in Gheriah and Severndroog.

In order to illustrate the above action, and to convey some

idea of the general mode of piratical warfare adopted in the

East, it is here requisite to describe the two species of Vessels

peculiar to these parts ; viz. Grabs and Gallivats.. The former

have generally two masts, though some have three, according to

their burden, which is from a hundred and
fifty to three hundred

tons. They are constructed so as to draw but little water, being

very broad in proportion to their length j but narrowing from
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the middle to the end, where, instead of bows, they have a prow,

projecting like that of a Mediterranean Galley, and covered with

a strong deck level with the main-deck of the Vessel, from which

it is separated by a bulk-head that terminates the forecastle.

As this construction subjects the Grab to pitch violently when

sailing against a head Sea, the deck of the prow is not enclosed

with sides like the rest of the Vessel, but remains bare, so that

the water which comes upon it may pass off without interrup-

tion. Two pieces of cannon are mounted on the main-deck

under the forecastle, carrying balls of nine or twelve pounds,

which point forwards through port-holes that ace cut in the

bulk-head, and fire ever the prow : the guns of the broad side

ure from six to nine-pounders. The Gallivats are Jarge Row-

boats, built like the Grabs, but smaller; the largest scarcely .ex-

ceeding seventy tons burden. They have two masts, the mizcn

slightly made, and the main-mast bearing one large triangular

.tail. In general they are covered with a spar-deck made of

split bamboos, and carry only paterreroes fixed on swivels, in the

gunwale of the Vessel
;
but those of a larger size have a fixed

deck, on which they mount six or eight pieces of cannon, from

two to four-pounders. They are furnished with forty or fifty

stout oars, by which they may be moved at the rate of four

miles an hour.

In these parks, the land breezes do uot .extend more than forty

miles out at Sea, so that the trading Ships are obliged to keep

within sight of land
;
and there was not a Creek, Harbour, Byy,

or mouth of a River along the whole Coast of his dominions,

where Angria h-ad not erected fortifications, both as stations of dis-

covery, and as places of refuge to his Vessels. He had commonly

a Fleet of eight or ten Grabs, with forty or fifty Gallivats, which

slipped their cable and put oat to Sea as soon as any Vessel had

the misfortune to come within sight of the place where they lay.

If the Wind blew with any strength, their construction enabled

them to sail very swiftly ;
but if the weather were calm, the

Gallivats rowed and towed the Grabs. As soon as they came

within gun-shot of their supposed prey, they assembled astern,

and the Grabs began the attack, tiring at first only at the masts,
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and choosing the most advantageous positions for this purpose.

If the Vessel happened to be dismasted, they then drew nearer,

and battered her on all sides till she struck
;
but if the defence

were obstinate, they sent a number of Gallivats, with two or three

hundred Soldiers in each, who boarded from all quarters sword in

hand.

From the spirited conduct of Captain James, in his important

defeat of this common robber, it may readily be supposed that he

derived additional preferment. Accordingly, in the beginning of

1751, after a period of only four years' service, and but two from

his first promotion to a Ship, be*was appointed Commander in

Chief ot the East India Company's Marine Forces, and hoisted

his broad Pendant, as Commodore, on board of the Protector,

a forty-four gun Ship.

Notwithstanding their late defeat, the continued depredations

of the pirates had rendered the navigation of single Vessels

extremely hazardous
; and, during the month of February, 1754,

three Dutch Ships, of 50, 36, and 18 guns, were burnt or taken

by their Fleet.

This last success encouraged Angria so much, that he began to

build Vessels of a larger size, and boasted that he would be

master of the Indian Seas. The Mahrattas, however, implored

the assistance of the English against their common enemy, and it

was at.length resolved to commence an attack against him, and to

destroy some of his principal settlements. Accordingly, on the

22d of March, 1755, Commodore James was sent from Bom-

bay, with the Protector, of 44 guns, the Swallow, of 16 guns,

the Triumph and Viper Bomb-vessels, and a Squadron of

Mahratta Grabs and Gallivats under his command. His instruc-

tions were, not to hazard his Ships by attacking any of the pirate's

Forts, but to blockade the Harbours while the Mahratta army
carried on their operations by land. On the 28lh of March

the Commodore received information, that Tullagee Angria's

Fleet was at anchor in the Port of Sevenulroog; he therefore

made sail thither, with the precaution of arriving just at day-light

on the CJQtli, being apprehensive that, otherwise, instead of

coming to aa action, they would endeavour to escape. This,
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proved to be the case ; for, on sight of the Protector,, they pre-

cipitately slipped their cables and ran out to Sea. As there was

but little Wind, they employed their Gallivats to row them out

of danger, an advantage which enabled them to gain greatly on

the Protector, though she was by far the best sailing Vessel of

the Squadron. The Sea-Wind, however, setting in, the Pro-

tector came up with them so fast, as to be within random shot ;

when, finding themselves so closely pursued, they stemmed for

the Shore, and at length drew the Commodore so low down

from his station, that he was obliged to leave off the chase. He
v. as much chagrined at this disappointment, particularly so, on

account of the timidity and dilatory behaviour of his allies, the

Mahrattas, who could not by any means be induced to follow

him.

Commodore James immediately made sail again for Severn-

droog, which he reached on the 1st of April. On his arrival he

found that the Mahrattas had invested three of the Forts, but

alter a very strange manner ;
their cowardice having deterred them

from approaching nearer than two miles, and even at that dis-

tance they were entrenched up to the chin, to secure themselves

from the enemy's fire, which they returned with only one four-

pounder. Provoked at their pusillanimous behaviour, and

anxious for the honour of the British arms, the Commodore

determined on going beyond his orders. The next day he em-

ployed Boats to reconnoitre and sound round the Harbour and

Forts, and finding water enough for the small Vessels to bom-

bard, and for the Protector to cannonade, he ran in within a

hundred yards of the Fort called Severndroog. The attack

commenced ;
and in the course of the day about eight hundred

fehot and shells were expended. At night a deserter arrived with

the information, that the Governor and eight people were killed

in the Castle, that several others were wounded, and that the shot

and shells had done considerable damage. The Commodore,

however, learning from this deserter, that it would be impossible

to make an effectual breach on the side of the great Fort where

he then was, the walls being at least fifty feet high, nearly eigh-

teen thick, and most part cut out of the solid rock, thought it
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proper to quit his station. Finding that the water to the cast*

ward was deep enough to admit the Protector and the other

Vessels to go in to open on all the Forts, viz. one of 42 guns, two

of 24 guns each, and the outer one of 50 guns, which was built

upon the island, and at first sustained the principal attack; early

in the morning of the 3d he hauled the Protector within half

musket shot, having a foot more water at the lowest ebb than the

Ship drew, and renewed the attack. During the time he was

getting the Ship's broadside to bear, by means of springs, &c.

the enemy fired briskly on him
;
but the compliment was soon

heartil} returned to the farther Forts, with the lower-deck guns ;

and to the nearer, with those of the upper-deck, two and three

at a time, holding an incessant fire, seconded by the Swallow

and the Bomb-vessels. By this conduct, in about four hours

the enemy's fire was pretty well silenced ; and, at noon, a great

part of the parapet of the north-east bastion of the outer Fort,

Tvhere the Protector lay, and the work itself, were in ruins. At

the same time a shell successfully exploded, and set fire to one

of the Store-houses, which the Commodore perceiving, he pre-

vented the enemy from extinguishing the flames, by constantly

pouring in his grape-shot and musketry. It raged so fiercely,

that in an hour's time one of the Magazines blew up. The fire

was thus effectually communicated through the Fort, where it

continued to burn, without interruption, till eleven at night,

when their grand Magazine blew up with a great shock.

The people, to the number of about 1000, now abandoned

the place, embarked in eight large Boats, and attempted to make

their escape to another Fort, named Goa, but were all intercepted

and made prisoners by the English.

The whole besieging force being then directed against Goa, a

white Flag was soon hung out as a signal to surrender. The

Governor, however, did not think proper to await the event of

a capitulation, but without delay passed over to Severndroog,

where he entertained the hope of being able to maintain his

ground, notwithstanding the ruinous state of the fortifications.

The fire was now renewed against this Fortress
;
and the Seamen

having cut a passage through one of th.e gates wiih their a



COMMODORE WILLIAM JAMES', BA"RT.

the Garrison soon surrendered. At the same time, two other

Forts, which were besieged by the Mahrattas, hung out Flags of

Truce and capitulated ; and thus were four of Angria's Forts,,

which for many years had been deemed impregnable, subdued in

one day.

These successes were followed by the surrender of Bancoote,

a strongly fortified island, of which the English retained pos-

session. The other Forts were delivered up to the Main-atlas,

Next to Gheriah, Severndroog had always been considered

the strongest of Angria's possessions. On landing, a number of

Stores was found belonging to the Derby Indiaman, which had

been captured and carried in thither. The Stores of the Dutch

Ships, which had been destroyed in the preceding year,,were also-

found in this place.

These brilliant achievements of Commodore James, while-

they considerably heightened the fame which he had previously

acquired, added greatly to the glory of the Bxitisli, name in

the East.

The success of the expedition against Severndroog served

greatly to facilitate another of the same kind, of still greater

magnitude. Oa the arrival of Commodore James at Bombay,

the usual station of his Fleet, he found Rear-Admiral VValsou

there with a considerable force. The Government conceiving this

to be an excellent opportunity for annihilating the power of

Angria, consulted with that Officer on the best means of accom-

plishing so desirable an event. It was at length determined, that

Commodore James, who had so recently proved himself a skilful

Commander, should now display his talents as a Seaman. Ii>

consequence of this resolution, he set sail for Gheriah, the capital

of Angria's dominions ;
arrived ki its neighbourhood towards the

dusk
;
stood in close under the walls

; and, in the comse of the

nigkt, fitted out his Boat, in which he himself took all the sound-

ings,, examined all the bearings, and made himself intimately

acquainted with the various channels leading to this celebrated

Fortress.

Having effected all this in the course of a few' days, he returned

to. Bombay, ad gave in his report to Admiral Watson. The
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attack being immediately determined on, the necessary Troops,

Stores, &c. were embarked with all possible dispatch, and Lieu-

tenant Colonel, afterwards Lord Clive, was appointed to com-

mand the land forces.

About the 7th of February, 1756, the united Squadron sailed

from Bombay; and, on the 1 1th of the same month, it appeared

before the walls of Gheriah, having been joined in the neigh-

bourhood by the Fleet of the Mahrattas, who were concerned

in the expedition as allies, consisting of four Grabs and forty

Gallivats.

The land force of the Mahrattas amounted to seven or eight

thousand men, under the command of Rhamagee Punt, who had

not only made himself master of one Fort, but was then actually

treating for the surrender of Gheriah itself. Angria had quitted

the place ;
but he had left his wife and family behind, under the

protection of his brother-in-law, who commanded in the Fort.

Admiral Watson, immediately on his arrival, sent the Gover-

nor a formal summons to surrender, to which was returned a

peremptory refusal, with a declaration, that he would defend the

place to the last extremity.

Arrangements were consequently made for an immediate

attack; and, on the afternoon of the 12th, Admiral Watson,

finding that the Mahrattas, from whom he had received no

assistance, were trifling with him, weighed anchor and stood

into the Harbour with the Fleet in the two following divisions :

Division ordered to attack the Forts and Batteries.

Ships. Gum. Men. Commanders.

Bridgewater
- 24 160 Captain W. Martin!

Tiger ... 60 400 T. Latham.

r Charles Watson, Vice-Admiral

Kent - - - 70 595 < of the Blue.

(. Captain H. Speke.
f George Pocock, Rear-Admiral

Cumberland . 66 530 < of the Red.

(. Captain J. Harrison.

Salisbury - - 50 300 J. Knowles.
Protector* . 44 300 Commodore James.

*
Company's Ship.
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Division to attack AngricCs Fleet and the Dock-Yard.

Ships. Guns. UTtni. Commanders.

Kingfisher - 16 100 Captain H. Smith

Revenge* - 28 200

Bombay Grab* 28 200

Guardian * - 26 160

Drake, Bomb*

Warren, do.*

Triumph, do.*

Viper, do.*

Dispatch, do.*

As they entered, the English Fleet sustained a very heavy
cannonade from the Batteries of the place, and a number of large

Grabs moored close under them. The enemy's fire, however,

slackened very considerably, soon after the Ships which were

ordered to attack had got into their stations.

The post of honour seems on this occasion to have been

assigned to Commodore James
;
as he stood in with the Pro-

tector, and led the principal division of the Squadron to the

attack, while the Frigates and Bomb- ketches formed the other.

The Ships of the Line, calculated from their weight of metal

to make a quick and lasting impression, now commenced a heavy

tire
; and, between four and five in the afternoon, a shell fell into

the Restoration, an armed Ship which Angria had some time

before taken from the East India Company. The explosion set

her on fire, and the flames quickly communicating to the rest of

the piratical Fleet, the whole of them was completely and

expeditiously destroyed. Between the hours of six and seven in

the evening, a shell which was thrown into the Fort set that on

fire also
; and, for a short interval, the cannonading ceased on

both sides.

Admiral Watson suspected that the Governor would prefer

surrendering the town -to the Mahrattas, rather than to the

English ;
and in this suspicion he was confirmed by the arrival

of a deserter, who informed him, that Angria had sent orders to

*
Company's Ships.

13 at). j>ron. QJoLXIII. r
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his brother-in-law, not on any account to suffer the English to

come in. In consequence of this, the Admiral requested Colo-

nel Clive to disembark the Troops, that he" might be ready, in

case of emergency, to take possession of the place.

The bombardment of the Citadel having re-commenced, it was

continued with the greatest spirit, and the Lone of Battle Ships

were warped in close enough to the walls to batter in breach.

After this arrangement had been made, the Admiral humanely

sent in a Flag of Truce, inviting the Governor to surrender.

The proposal, however, was still rejected ;
and on the following

day, the 13th, the English Squadron renewed its attack with ihe

utmost vigour. About one o'clock in the afternoon the prin-

cipal Magazine of the Fort blew up. This accident had such an

effect on the spirits of its defenders, that, about four, they dis-

played a white Flag, as a signal for parley : but the terms of

surrender could not yet be agreed on. The Admiral insisted

that the English Troops should be let in, and that the Colours of

the enemy should be taken down
;
but this being refused, the

assault re-commenced, and was continued with unremitting

ardour till a quarter past five. At that time the white Flag was

once more hoisted, and the Governor thought proper to surren-

der on such terms as Admiral Watson himself had proposed.

Angria's Flag was immediaiely struck; the British Colours

were hoisted in its room
;
a detachment of sixty men took pos-

session of the Fort that night ; and, on the following morning,

the whole of our Forces marched in. Thus was possession

obtained of a Fortress, which, from its appearance, might have

been considered proof against the utmost efforts of an assailant.

All the ramparts were either cut out of the solid rock, or built

with stones of at least ten feet long, laid endways. The whole

of the loss which was sustained by the English amounted but to

nineteen men killed and wounded; and the damage of the

Shipping was so trivial, that the whole Fleet might have proceeded

to Sea again in four-and-twenty hours, had there been a necessity

for its so doing.

As a proof that Admiral Watson's precaution, in desiring

Colonel Clive to land with the Troops, was absolutely necessary.
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it may be mentioned, that the Mahratta Chiefs tampered with

the British Officers who commanded, offering them a bribe of

fifty thousand rupees, if they would permit them to pass and take

possession of the Fort. It is scarcely requisite to say, that this

proposal was rejected with becoming disdain.

Upwards of two hundred pieces of cannon, six brass mortars,

and a considerable quantity of ammunition, with valuable effects

and specie, to the amount of 120 or 130,0001., were found in the

Fortress. The Fleet which was destroyed consisted of eight

Grabs and one Ship, with two others on the Stocks, one of which

was intended to mount 40 guns> and a considerable number of

Gallivats.

There were in the Fort above 2000 people, 1300 ofwhom bore

anns. Among the prisoners were Angria's wife and children,

his mother, his brother-in-law, and the Commander in Chief of

his Grabs.

The conduct of Admiral Watson to.wards the unfortunate

relatives of Angria exhibits his character in too amiable a point

of view for us to suffer it to pass unnoticed.

On his entering their apartment, the whole family, shedding

floods of tears, fell with their faces to the ground. When raised,

the mother of Angria told him, in an affecting tone, that " the

people had no king, she no son, her daughter no husband, their

children no father." On his replying, that "
they must look

upon him as their father and friend," the youngest boy, about six

years of age, seized him by the hand, and, sobbing, exclaimed,

" Then you shall be my father !" The brave Admiral was so

affected with this artless but pathetic address, that the tears rolled

down his cheeks^ while he assured them that they might depend

on his protection and friendship,

Great as the treasure appears that was found at Cheriah, it fell

infinitely short of the expectations
of the victors

; for, however

regardless Angria had been respecting the fate of his family,

he had taken care to remove the greater part of his immense

property.

Six hundred European and native Soldiers were left to garrison

the Fort ; and, as an additional
protection,

four armed Vessels^



108 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE LATE

belonging to the East India Company, remained in the Harbour,

which was extremely well situated for commerce.

All the other Forts belonging to Angria soon submitted
; bis

power on the Coast of Malabar was entirely annihilated
;
and the

English Squadron returned in triumph to Bombay.
Soon after this, while cruising off the Malabar Coast, Commo-

dore James descried, and gave chase to, a French Ship called

rindicnne, from the Mauritius. She was greatly superior to his

own, both in guns and men
; but, in a short time after having

been brought to action, she struck and was carried into Bombay.
An adventure, in which considerable science was displayed,

next engaged his attention. He had long supposed, that, by

getting out of the course of the Trade Winds, it was possible for

a Vessel to reach a latitude where variable gales prevailed, and

that, by such means, a communication might be kept up between

different parts of the Company's Settlements at all times of the

year. He accordingly resolved to attempt this discovery, in

which he fortunately succeeded. Sailing from Bombay in 3

clear Ship, in the midst of a contrary monsoon, he steered from

land, got into favourable weather, and arrived on the Coroman-

del Coast, to the surprise of the whole Settlement, after a Voyage

nearly as short, in point of time, as had commonly been made

during a fine season.

Pennant informs us, in his History offfindpstaii*,
e< that in

effecting this passage, the Commodore crossed the equator in the

meridian of Bombay, and continued his course to the southward

as far as the tenth degree, and then was enabled to go as far

to the eastward as the meridian of Atcheen Head, the N.W.

extremity of Sumatra, from whence, with the N.W. monsoon,
which then prevailed in the Bay of Bengal, he could with ease

gain the entrance of the Ganges, or any port on the Coromandel

Coast." The track is laid down in Arrowsmith's Map of the

World.

This event was not only attended with agreeable results a.s a

speculation, but was actually pregnant with practical benefits ;

*
I'ide Vol. I, page t'(

7
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for it was Commodore James who, on this occasion, not only

carried the first intelligence of the War with France, which had

been received at Bombay by an over-land dispatch from England,

but, at the same time, brought five hundred Troops to the assis-

tance of Bengal ; by which Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive

were enabled, in March 1757, to take Chandcnagore from the

enemy, and thus ruin their trade and consequence in the East.

In the month of September, in the same year, our Officer

commanded the Company's Frigate Revenge, which was sta-

tioned to cruise off Pondicherry, in company with his Majesty's

Frigate the Triton. A strong Squadron of French Ships, how-

ever, chased them from the Coast, of which circumstance the

Commodore duly apprised Admiral Pocock, who, on the

demise ot his friend Admiral Watson, had succeeded to the

command in that part.

In the year 1759, having obtained a considerable fortune by
his share of the prize-money of Severndroog, Gheriah, &c. at.

well as by the profits resulting from his own mercantile transac-

tions, the Commodore returned to his native Country, purchased

an estate at Eltham in Kent, and soon after (his former wife

being deceased) married Miss Goddard, a Lady of a very respec-

table family in Wiltshire. On his arrival in England the East

India Company presented him with a handsome gold-hilted

sword, on the blade of which his exploits were enumerated.

Government, however, did not at this period reward his merits ;

and it was not until his naval trophies were nearly faded in the

remembrance of his contemporaries, that he was honoured with

a title. Indeed it is extremely probable, that, had he not occu-

pied situations of some importance at home, in which he had an

opportunity of conferring favours, none would ever have been

received.

On their arrival in England, most gentlemen who have ob-

tained fortunes in India aspire to the management of the Com-

pany's affairs. Commodore James accordingly became a candi-

date for the Directorship, and not only procured a seat, but was

appointed, first, Deputy Chairman, and then Chairman, offices

of great consideration, and to which considerable influence h

necessarily attached.
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At length, on the 25th of July, 1778, his Majesty was pleased

to confer upon him a baronetage. He was also returned in

Parliament for West Looe> a Cornish borough ;
was elected one

*f the Elder Brethren, and Deputy Master, of the Trinity House ;

a Governor of Greenwich Hospital ; and, whenever he was not

obliged to remain out by rotation, was re-appointed, during

more than twenty years, a Director of the East India Company.

Having been accustomed to an active life from his earliest

youth, his mind was always employed on schemes of general

importance. When Louis the XVIth took part with the Ame-

rican Colonies, and a war in consequence ensued between England

and France, Sir William, ever attentive to the affairs of the East

India Company, and anxious for the general interests of his

Country, planned the annihilation of the enemy's power in India,

by the capture of Pondicherry, which, according to his sugges-

tions, was taken, but restored at the Peace. This may be men-

tioned as an instance, among a variety of others which might be

named, of the advantage that must necessarily arise to the Com-

pany, from its Directors being possessed of a local knowledge of

India. The Company were so conscious of Sir William's

superior merit on this occasion, that they presented him with a

valuable service of plate.

His health at length began to decline ; and, in consequence

of the fatigues to which he had been exposed, and the unhealthy

climates in which he had resided in early life, his constitution

evinced palpable symptoms of premature decay. There was

something melancholy and awful in the circumstance of his

death. Immediately before his daughter's marriage some pre-

sages of apoplexy were discovered ;
and on the 1 6th of Decem-

ber, 1783, the very day that that ceremony, which had his full

assent, took place, he fell down in a fit and expired, at the age of

sixty-two.

Lady James, his widow, who is also since dead, determined

to erect a monument to his memory on the northern brow of

Shooter's Hill
; and, being a woman of considerable taste, she

was resolved to effect her purpose in a manner that could not

fail to attract the notice of every traveller who passed into Kent.

By way of perpetuating the memory of the capture of Severn-
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droog, the year after the death of its victorious assailant, she

caused a castellated building to be erected, after a design by

Mr. Jupp, the summit of which is upwards of one hundred and

forty feet higher than the cross of St. Paul's cupola. It consists

of three stories, and is surmounted by battlements. The inside is

fitted up in an appropriate manner, with arms, partisans, shields,

daggers, javelins, &c. proper td the various nations of the East;

and the whole is so contrived as to impress the mind with the

belief, that it is the identical armory appertaining to Angria. In

the room above this, the naval actions and enterprises of the

Commodore are beautifully painted on the ceiling ;
and from

the windows there is a most admirable view of London, the

Thames, the Shipping, and the adjacent country. This Monu-

ment of Lady James's affection may be seen in a clear day from

many parts of the metropolis, and from the tops of most of the

public buildings. The spot on which it has been placed pos-

sesses so commanding an aspect, that it has been selected for the

site of a telegraph, which communicates on one side with the

Admiralty, and on the other with the Flag-ships at the Nore.

On a tablet over the entrance of the building, which is gene-

rally known by the appellation of Lady James's Tower, is the

following inscription:

THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED

M,DCC,LXXXIV,

BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LATE

SIR WILLIAM JAMES, BART.

To commemorate that gallant Officer's achievements in the East

Indies, during the command of the Company's Marine Forces in

those Seas ; and in a particular manner to record the Conquest
of the Castle of SEVERNDROOG, on the Coast of Malabar, which

fell to his superior Virtue and able Conduct, on the 2d day of

April, M,DCC,LV.

In the same Vault with Sir William James, the body of Gene-

ral Goddard, who distinguished himself by his achievements in

India, lies also interred, by the care of the late Lady James, to

whom he was nearly related. Descended from an ancient family

in Wiltshire, but born to little or uo fortune, he deternyned to
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form one in Asia, \\hen only between sixteen and seventeen years,

of age : he accordingly embarked for India, and served under

Generals Sir Eyre Coote and Lawrence, on the Coast of Coro-

inandel. lie afterwards served during twenty years in Bengal,

and performed a most arduous march across the peninsula of

India, which, from Calpy to Surat, is a distance of eight hundred

miles, as measured on the General's own map by the lute Mr.

Pennant, who compares it to the famous expedition ofXenophon.
Sir William James was succeeded in his title and estate by his

eldest son, who then became Sir Richard James
; and, on his

decease, by his youngest, who also died, on the 1 6th of Novem-

ber, 1792, at the early age of eighteen. Sir Richard James, the

second Baronet, was the son of Sir William, by a native of Asia.

I Ie entered into the service of the East India Company, and was

a Captain at the time of his father's death. He was the first

person born in Hindostan, who succeeded to the hereditary

honours of England.

Lady Rancliffc, the only daughter of Sir William, died on the

18th of January, 1797; and his widow, Lady James, died soon

afterwards.

Sir William was-^ttentive to the increase of his fortune : yet
.*

he was generous, and even munificent. On one occasion he

made a present to a friend, which, had it been converted into

money, would have produced the sum of two thousand pounds.

From the detailed account which we have given of Sir \\ ilham

James's services in India, it may easily be perceived, that he was

an able Seaman and an excellent Commander; and that, to the

professional qualities which he possessed, he united those of an

enlightened superintendant, and a faithful guardian of the affairs

of a Company which he had long served, and to the flourishing

state of which he had materially contributed.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

The arms which were furnished by the Herald's College to Sir

William James, were in strict allusion to his achievements, as

follow :

Azure, on a chevron or, between three lions or, passant, guard-

ant, and ducally crowned, three fired Bombs proper.

CREST. A Fort on fire, the Flag struck.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

K ANTES IV rUKGITK VASTO.

ANECDOTE OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM CHAMBERS.

OlR Frederick Haldimand, who was Governor of Canada dnr-
*^

ing the American war, was remarkable for having every

apartment in his house kept with peculiar neatness. At that man-

sion which is appropriated to the Governor, he had formed one

large room, in which he held his levees ; and to avoid the dust and

soil unavoidably brought in by the Officers, &c. he wouK' v
, on

any account, suffer it to be carpeted, but had it careful
_>
scoured

every morning. In Canada it is customary, during the win tor >

in order to prevent slipping on the ice, to wear on the feet
q. sort of

patten, called caulks. Captain Chambers, who then acted as Com-
modore on the Lakes in Canada, entered the General's room

without any precaution, and with his caulks made several inden-

tions on the floor. The Governor, much irritated, cried out
<; MyGod! my God! Commodore! your caulks will ruin my
floor!" The Commodore immediately replied

" D n your

deck, 'tis no deck for me if it will not bear caulking!"

LORD ANSON'S EXPEDIENT TO PREVENT A SHIP FR(fM DRIVING.

THE Terrible, of 74 guns, Captain Richard Collins, which

was attached to the Squadron under Admiral Saunders at the

taking of Quebec, would probably have been lost in the River St.

Lawrence, but for the following expedient of a Warrant Officer

then on board. When the Ship drove from her anchors, he secured

one of the Ship's guns to two small anchors, as had formerly been

done by Anson in the Centurion, and thus kept her fast.

ROYAL WILLIAM.

IN addition to what we have already said of this venerable

Ship (Appendix, No. I, Vol. I,) may be added, that when com-

manded by Captain Hugh Pigot at the taking of Quebec in 1759,

she brought home the lamented remains of General Wolfe; which

were landed from her at Portsmouth, on the 17th of November, in

the same year, under a discharge of minute guns from all the Ships

at Spithead.
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List of the French Fleet at LOUISBOURG, in 1757, under the

Command of'M. Bois dc la MOTHE.

i/Acbiire

Le Vaillant

Le Sage
L'Inflexible

L'Eveille

te Belliqu(
Le Celebre

Le Bizarre

SSufi.

Le Due dc Bourgoyne
L'Etonnant - - -

Le Formidable - -

L'Hector - - -

Le Defenseur - -

Le Diademe - - -

LeSuperbe - - -

Le Glorieux - -

Le Heros - - - -

Le Dauphin Royal -

L'Achille

Le Vaillante

Sage
Inflexible

Eveille

Belliqueux
Celebre

Commanders.

M. Bois de la Mothe.
M. de Beaufreimmt.

M. de Revest.

- - 64

FRIGATES.

La Brune - -

Le Bie'n Acquis
La Comette

- 36 LaHermoine* - -

- 38 Le Fleur de Lys
- 30 La Fochine.^uie -

Guns.

- 36
- 36
- 36

When Admiral Holburne sailed for Louisbourg, he gave out the following

Line of Battle t :

The KINGSTON to lead with the starboard, and the DEFIANCE with the larboard,

tacks on board.

Frigates to repeat
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ADMIRAL LINOIS.

(From the Revolutionary Plutarch.)

Ci THIS Officer was made a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy during

the American War, and in 1789 emigrated with several of his com-

rades to Italy, and in the ensuing year to Spain. In 1791 he re-

turned to France, and the following year was promoted Captain

of a Frigate. On the first of June he commanded one of the

French seventy-fours, which with difficulty ran away from Lord

Howe, and escaped into Brest. He was in consequence imprisoned

by the furious Jean Bon St. Andre, and remained so until the death

of Robespierre.
a Under the Directory he was employed first at Brest, and after-

wards at Toulon
; and in 1800 was advanced by Buonaparte to the

rank of Admiral. In the following spring he declined the com-

mand of the Fleet that carried succours to Egypt, and Gaatheaume

\vas appbinted. Nothing but a great want of Naval Officers pre-

vented him from feeling the Corsican Despot's rage at this refusal.

On the 6th of July, 1801, he was engaged with Sir Jauues Saurua-

rez off Algcsiras (See Vol. VI, pages 110 and 194), and again on.

the 13th, when he was defeated, though his superiority was

immense, and escaped safe into Cadiz.
" At the Peace of Amiens, Linois was appointed to command the

French Expedition to reinforce their Troops at the Isles of France

and Bourbon, and to take possession of Pondicherry : an appoint-

ment he obtained from having formerly served in that part of the

world under fhe Count de Suffrein. His contest with Sir Natha-

niel Dance soon followed : General Decaen, Governor of the Isle

of France, denounced Linois to the vengeance of the Corsican, in

a dispatch inserted in the Moniteur, Sept. 16, 1804. This Officer

is between forty and fifty years of age, a gentleman by birth, and

from his youth educated for the Navy."

COOKE, THE BLIND SEAMAN.

OUR readers will fecollect the case of Cooke*, the blind Sea-

man, who was robbed by his comrade in his way from Sheerness to

London. About the beginning of December he returned to his

friends at Bridgewater, totally blind, and pronounced to be incura-

ble by the highest professional authorities in London. As a last

resource, he was placed under the care of Mr. Sully, Surgeon to

the Dispensary lately instituted at Wiveliscombe, who applied the

* See Vol. XII, page 30cJ.
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galvanic influence for three days to the organs of sight. Cooko
was afterwards brought to Bath, and examined by Mr. Crcascr,

and other professional Gentlemen, \vho found, on the fullest and

most satisfactory inspection, that the sight of one of the patient's

eyes was restored to him.

Copy of a Letter transmitted from the Swedish Consul, London,
to THOMAS HOGG, Esq. Appledore:

sm, London^ Jan. 8, 1805.

li
Having received official information from the Royal College

of Stockholm, that an embargo has been laid on Swedish Ships at

Antwerp, and likely to extend not only to France, but to all coun-

tries under its dominion, I have to request you will make this

ircumstance known to all Swedish Captains in the Ports of Barn-

staple and Bideford, and warn them from attempting to enter any
French Ports under present circumstances. I remain respectfully.

SIR,

Your most obedient servant,
u CLAES GRILL, Swedish Consul.'*

To Thomas JHogg, Esq. Apple-

dorr, Swedish Vice-Consul for

Barnstaple and Bideford Ports.

MR. EDITOR,

IT is a just remark, that the memory of the brave should never

perish, which sentiment I am persuaded you and your numerous

readers "will fully assent to; and as your CHRONICLE is open for

the express purpose of rescuing from oblivion traits of gallantry,

I request a corner in one of your valuable pages to transmit to

posterity the heroic behaviour (not of a British Tar) but of a true

British Game Cock, in the ever-memorsble 1st of June, 1794.

The account made its appearance in a pamphlet some time ago.
and on mentioning the circumstance to a friend of mine who was

in the Marlborough at the above-mentioned period, he informed

me that the account was strictly true.

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.

Great Queen Street, ^CHANTICLEER.
Lincoln'$ Inn Fields, Jan. 28, 1805.

, BRITISH GAME COCK.

A COCK that had been purchased by the present Admiral

Berkeley, when Captain of the Marlborough, of 74 guns, for the

purpose of being kept as his live stock, greatly distinguished the
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undaunted spirit attached to the English breed, during the time

the above Ship was engaged in close action with the French Fleet

on the glorious 1st of June, 1794. By being ordered on the boldest

service against the enemy, she became totally dismasted, and was

reduced to a mere wreck. At the time her main-mast went, the

Cock alluded to flew upon the stump and began to flutter his

wings and to crow with exulting boldness. So singular a circum-

stance attracted the attention of the brave Tars, who became re-

animated by the example, and fought with additional bravery until

Victory crowned them with her laurel. This undaunted Cock was

preserved until the Ship reached Plymouth ; when, in remembrance
of his valour and the glorious occasion, he was presented to Lord

Lenox, who placed him in a walk, where he to this day struts wi(h

a silver collar round his neck descriptive of his worth, proudly

supporting hU honour and the gallant behaviour of the British

Fleet.

P. S. I should thank any of your Correspondents ff they can

inform me where I can meet with a List of the English and Dutch

Navies during the Wars between England and Holland, in the times

of Cromwell and Charles the lid, and a List of the loss of Ships

taken and destroyed on each side: also if it be possible to find out

the names of the Ships that were destroyed at Toulon din-ing its

siege in Queen Anne's Reign, when it was blockaded by the Bri-

tish Fleet tinder the meritorious Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovel ;

the French lost eight capital Men of War in this business, which

were either sunk or destroyed, but History has not given their

names. Should you or any of your Correspondents be able to

throw any light on this subject, it would give much satisfaction to

your sincere wellwisher, C.

PLATE CLXXIL
MR. EDITOR,

A GREEABLY to your request I have sent you a Drawing of

Dunkirk, which was taken by myself on the spot, so you may

depend on its accuracy. What is below, you are welcome to

curtail, alter, or enlarge upon,, as you think proper. Yours,

F. GIBSON.

DUNKIRK, or Dvynkerk, that is, the Church upon the

Downs, was originally a small Hamlet with a Church. Its advan-

tageous situation upon the German. Ocean, induced Baldwin,

2
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Earl of Flanders, to enlarge and surround it with walls. By flfff

Emperor Charles V it was further strengthened by a Castle, of

which hardly a vestige remains. Tn J658. M-a'vschal Turenne

having routed the Spanish Army under Don John of Austria,

the City of Dunkirk surrendered to him after eighteen days open

trenches. It was then delivered to the English by Mazarine's

treaty with Cromwell, -who made Lockhart its Governor.

In 1C62, Charles II sold it to the French for five millions of

livres. Louis XIV employed the Chevalier de Ville to fortify it

hi the most formidable manner, by erecting a strong Citadel, ten

large Bastions with Half-moons towards the Country, and nume-

rous Forts nn&
m
Batteries to the Sea. The Harbour was then

deepened, and made capable of receiving Vessels of 70 guns.

All these Fortifications, with the Moles, Sluices, and Fort

Louis, were demolished, and the Harbour filled up by virtue of

the Treaty of LT

lrecht; but they have been occasionally restored,

though not effectually, till the close of the late American War,
when the former stipulations against the improvement of Dunkirk

were rescinded, and the residence of British Commissaries no

longer rendered necessary.

Dunkirk is a large well-built Town, extremely regular : the

principal Church, dedicated to St. John, stands in the great

Square. It is detached from its Steeple by the intersection of a

Street, A noble Pediment, supported by six Corinthian Co-

lumns, was lately erected at the west end of the Church, and faces

the insulated Tower.

The interior is occupied by fifteen Altars. Over that dedicated

to St. George, is seen an excellent painting of the Military Saint,

by Rubens.

On the summit of the Steeple is erected a small House, in which

Guards are placed every evening, alternately relieving each other.

Four bells differing in tone, are hung, one at each corner of the

Tower. Should the Centinel perceive a fire in any part of the

Town, he immediately strikes the Bell that hangs in the pinnacle

pointing to that quarter, which being heard by the Guard stationed

at the Foot of the Tower, the alarm is immediately given to the

inhabitants to repair to the place.

The Church of the Carmelites has a good appearance ;
it is

constructed of brick, the pilasters and cornice of freestone.

In Dunkirk were lately two English Nunneries ; one of Bene-

dictines, receiving the relatives of people of opulence ; the other, a

retreat for the children of those of the lower order, denominated
Poor Clares.
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The Convent of the Capuchins was chiefly supported by th

mendicant brethren, Avho attended the inns and public markets to

.collect eleemosynary charity.

In addition to these, we may reckon the black Beguin Nuns, a

most laudable order, who, by their vows, are obliged to attend the

sick poor, and even to collect alms for them.

The Grande Place is spacious, and surrounded by elegant build-

ings ; amongst which the Hotel de Ville is most conspicuous,

though the interior is not remarkable for any thing that merits a

particular description.

Volti Subito. In this square the principal market is kept. That

appropriated to the sale of fruits and vegetables is held in a' remote

.quarter of the town.

The Exchange is situated at a small distance from the Hotel de

Ville, in which, as is usual on the Continent, a small Fair is held

for the sale of books and toys.

-The .Governor's Hotel is a handsome pile of the Tuscan Or-

der, the extent of the front being nearly 200 feet. The houses of

the principal citizens are solidly constructed of stone; and in

those a great degree of uniformity prevails. The Sale de Comedie

is embellished with a beautiful frontispiece, supporting an enta-

blature of the Ionic Order, and forms an agreeable cross ter-

mination of a wide street: the inside is elegantly and conveniently

fitted up : in the coved ceiling over the orchestra was once seen a

masterly painting of the late unfortunate Louis XVI, supported

by Fame, with the inscription of In hoc Numine felix; but this

inscription is now obliterated Tempora mutantur.

In summer the people amuse themselves by a promenade on the

Mall: it contains four acres of ground, regularly planted with

trees and furnished with benches. The English Nunnery fronts

the Military School, those two buildings forming two sides of the

square.

The Harbour of Dunkirk is by no means so formidable as has

been represented ; but that it is of detriment to the trade of Great

Britain, by its being a receptacle for Privateers and Smugglers,

cannot be denied. It may likewise be allowed that the Bason may
be deepened to 20, 30, or even 40 feet, and be made capable of

receiving first rate Ships of War : but what purpose can ttis an-

swer while the shifting nature of the Beach renders the shallows

that accumulate round the Jetty-heads immoveable? and should

those Jetties be extended a mile further into the Sea, the Sludge

from the Harbour would most probably follow them.
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Before tlie demolition at the Peace of Utrecht, the great Sluice,

the site of which is now covered wkh buildings, opened directly

fronting the Harbour, and scoured the Channel in a strait line: at

present it takes an oblique direction ;
and the stream, by passing

two acute angles, forming eddies, its utility is in a great measure

lost.

Another great disadvantage arises from the Tide setting across

the mouth of the Harbour and parallel with the Flemish Coast.

The entrance of Dunkirk is defended by several strong Batteries,

furnished with heavy cannon, particularly those on the Jetty-heads

and the Risbank Forts, which stand in the water.

Dunkirk, in latitude 51 1' N., and longitude 2 26' E., lies

three miles east from Mardyke Harbour, 10 miles E. N. from

Gravelines, and seven leagues E. S. from Calais : it may be easily

known by the height of its great Steeple, which, in clear weather,

may be seen five or six leagues off.

To sail into Dunkirk you must bring the innermost Beacon a

handspike's length open to the eastward of the outer one, and steer

with them so until you get into the Channel between the two

Jetties, which will bring you safely into Harbour.

The Entrance or Bar of Dunkirk is nearly dry at low water :

the tide rises from 10 to 14 feet. At the Bar it flows full and

change 45 minutes past eleven, but in the Road the flood continues

to run till three o'clock.

F. G.

P.S. For more particular directions, vide u
Sailing Directions

for the North Sea," published by Laurie and Whittle, No. 53,

Fleet Street.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.
[Continued from page 61.] )

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONER.
vX-^X*,^^*

LOSS OF THE SHIP NABBY.

The following Account of the Loss of the Ship NABBY, of Port-

land) has been communicated to us :

/TVN the 19th of December, 1804, the Ship Nabby, Philip^
Crandell, Master, sailed from Liverpool for Boston,
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a Cargo of salt, crates, dry goods, &c. with the Wind at E.S.E.

Oa the 21st th<' Ship spring a leak, which continued to gain upon

them, notwithstanding both their pumps were kept constantly

going. Finding the leak still increasing, they hauled their Wind
in order to gain a Port. Standing along by the \Vind, they made

Mi/en-head, on the western Coast ot" Ireland. No<; being able to

gain to windward of it, and then having six feet water in the hold,

and the Men much fatigued with three days and nights' incessant

pumping, they tried for Beerhaven, in Bantry Bay.
"
By tiiis time the Ship became water-logged, and the Wind

still a-head, they determined upon gaining the Shore, and saving,
if possible, a part of the Cargo. Accordingly, on the 25th, in the

morning, they ran into a small Cope on the south side of the Bay,
and let go their anchor in eight fathoms water, about 25 yards fr.m

the Shore. They then loaded their Boat with provisions and part

of their effects, and sent them on Shore, where they were left in

the care of the Mate and one Man.
'* While they were loading a second Boat, the country people

began to collect on the Shore, to the amount of about two hun-

dred Men and Women. Immediately on the arrival of the Boat

again on Shore, which contained all the eifects of the Officers and

Crew, together with all the Ship's papers, the inhabitants attacked

the defenceless Crew, and inhumanly robbed them of all their

clothes, papers, and money, and from some of the Crew their hats

from their heads, and shoes from their feet. Not content with

this, they proceeded on board the Ship, where all they could lay

their hands upon fell a prey to their rapacity, threatening those

who opposed them with instant death. About dark the robbers

left the Ship, and carried their spoil into the mountains, when the

Crew left her also, and proceeded to a miserable hut in the moun-

tains, where they passed a most melancholy night. Early in the

morning of the 26th, Richard Donovan, Esq. a gentleman living

eight miles from where the Ship was lost, came to their assistance,

and conducted the whole Ship's Company to his house. To the

benevolence and humanity of this worthy gentleman, and his hu-

mane family, they are indebted for, the preservation of their lives,

without whose friendly assistance they must inevitably have

perished. Early on the morning of the 28th, David McUefont,

Esq. of Bantry, together with Captain Scott and Lieutenant

Griffin, with a party of forty Soldiers, went i*ro.n Bantry in order

to search for the stolen property ; upon the approach of wiiom the

robbers immediately left their huts and fled to the mountains.

. (ZFfcron, ftol.XIII. B
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To this gentleman and to Jonas Baldwin, Esq. they are also muck

indebted tor their active and benevolent exertions."

LOSS OF THE BIIIG FLORA.

Distressing Particulars of the Loss of the Brig FLORA, of

Philadelphia^ T. BURROWS, Master, on a Whaling Voyage to

Cayenne.

THE following melancholy statement is extracted from The Neu
York Chronicle:

The Flora sailed from Philadelphia, in good order and well

conditioned, on September 28th, with a Crew, consisting of Tho-

mas Burrows, Master ; Jacob Olderburg, Mate; William David-

son, Supercargo ;
John Nevan, Samuel Badcock, William Story,

'Joseph Wilder, Seamen ; Josiah Smith, James Cameron, Boys ;

and Josiah Anderson, Steward. Nothing particular happened till

Friday, the 12th of October, lat. 28 50' N., long. 54 W., the

Wind began to blow hard from the N.E., the gale continuing to

increase, accompanied by thunder, lightning, rain, and a heavy

Sea, the pumps constantly going. Next day at two A.M. finding

it impossible to lie-to any longer, determined to cut away the

main-mast and scud before the Wind; but before that could be

done, was struck with a Whirlwind, which hove the Brig on her

beam ends. Joseph Wilder, being in the forecastle, was drowned ;

the main-mast went by the board, the hatches burst
oft',

the Vessel

filled with water, and the Cargo floating out at each hatchway

for our preservation we endeavoured to lash ourselves to the main-

chains ; but the Sea breaking furiously over us, William Davidson,
A\ illiam Story, and the two Boys, were washed away. The' fore-

mast now went by the board, and day coming on, we beheld a

most awful sight, mast and spars hanging to the Wreck, and the

Cargo coming out of the hold washed over us. At this time we

shipped a Sea, which stove in the stern, and the Cargo broke out

of the cabin ;
at nine A.M. we took to the bowsprit, when William

Story and William Cameron drifted aboard on the canboosc
; the

Boy shortly after died. The latter part of the day the gale began
to abate, but a heavy Sea continued. On Monday William Story
died. We continued in this dreadful situation until Friday the

1 9th of October, when we discovered a large Ship to leeward
;

made all the signals we could, but in vain. On the 20th several

kegs of butter came out of the forecastle, one of which we imme-

diately opened and fed on, which greatly increased our thirst. Ou



CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS. 123

the 21st the Mate went out of his senses, and a Schooner passed to

leeward so near that we could see every Man on deck, but they
took no notice of us. On the 23d the Mate died ; his blood we
drank, and devoured part of his flesh

; with the remainder we
caught a large shark, which proved a great relief to us. On
Wednesday, the 24th, at sun-rise, saw a Brig standing towards us.

At ten A.M. she hove-to, and hoisted out her Boat to our assis-

tance, and we were taken on board in a weak .condition. The
Vessel proved to be the Snow Thames, Captain Burton, from
Madeira to New Providence, and then in lat. 25 N., long. 59
"V\ . To the humane attention of the Officers and Passengers we
fuel ourselves much indebted, and thus publicly express our thanks.

LOSS OF THE DORIS FRIGATE.

Particulars of the Loss of the DORIS Frigate , communicated by
an Ojjicer of that Ship.

ON the night of the 12th of January, as the Doris was proceed,

ing to Quiberon Bay, through the Benequet Passage, she struck

upon a sunken rock, called the Diamond Rock, and in conse-

quence made so much water that Captain Campbell was obliged to

throw all her guns, and every weighty article, overboard. During
tiie following day it blew a tremendous gale at S.W., but the

weather moderating on the day following, they gained upon the

leak, which was under the fore-toot, and in the evening she sailed

for England with a fine breeze, accgmpanied by the Felix. In the

night, however, it blew hard from the N.W. with a heavy Sea,

which tore off the soldering which had been put under her bottom

to stop the leak, and the water gushed in with such violence, that

every exertion to keep it under proved ineffectual; she became

water-logged, would not answer her helm, and had drifted con-'

siderably to leeward during the night. In this predicament, Capt.

Campbell finding it impossible to keep her above water, deter,

rained to abandon her, and accordingly brought her to an anchor
" Our situation," says our informant,

u was very critical ;
wo

were on the most dangerous part of the Coast, between a reef

of rocks off Crozie (near the mouth of the Loire), called 1

Four, and a rock called the Turk: there was an excessive heavy

swell running, and we could see the breakers directly astern,

about three miles distant. Happily the Wind abated, or we all

must have perished. At this time a Danish Brig was drifted in by
the tide, aud part of our people were put on board hera with-
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orders to proceed for England ;
the rest, including the Captain

and most of the Officers, in all 117, got on board the Felix, with

a few portable articles. Captain, Campbell then set the Doris on

fire : in a short time the after Magazine blew up (the fore one had

been drowned), and she immediately went down."

LOSS OF THE

EARL OF ABERGAVENNY, EAST-INDIAMAX.

THE melancholy account of the loss of this valuable Ship was

received in London on the morning of Thursday, February 4.

An Officer, who was one among the fortunate number saved from

the Wreck, brought the unhappy tidings to the Jndia-House, and

we communicate them from his relation. On Friday, the 1st of

February, the Abergavenny, Captain Wordsworth, sailed from

Portsmouth, in company with the Royal George, Henry Adding-

ton, Wexford, and Bombay Castle, for the East Indies, under

Convoy of the Weymouth Frigate. The weather proved very
unfavourable after their sailing, and the Wind being strongly ad-

verse, induced them to make the best of their way for Portland

Roads. After encountering a severe gale of Wind on Friday

night (during which they parted Convoy), the five Indiamen reached

the entrance of the Roads on Tuesday, about noon, when the

Wexford, having been appointed Commodore, made signal for

those Ships which had Pilots on board, to run for Port. At this

period the Abergavenny had not been supplied with a Pilot, and

therefore was compelled to wait a few hours for that purpose.
About three P.M. having obtained one, she bore up for Portland

Roads. The weather had become tolerably moderate, and not-

withstanding a strong ebb tide was setting in, no disaster was at

this time apprehended, it being conceived that the Pilot knew the

Coast well. In a few minutes, however, the Ship's Company
learned their dangerous situation, the Ship having struck on the

shambles of the Bill of Portland, about two miles from the Shore.

Captain Wordsworth and his Officers were, notwithstanding, of

opinion, that the Ship might be got off without sustaining any
material damage, and accordingly no signal guns of distress were
ordered to be fired for upwards of an hour and an hah' afterwards,
when twenty were discharged. All this time the people were free

from alarm, and no idea prevailed that it would be necessary to

hoist out the Boats to be ready to take the Crew on Shore in case

of necessity. About five P.M. things bore a more unfavourable
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aspect: the Carpenter announced that a considerable leak*was dis-

covered near the bottom oi the chain-pumps, which it was not in

his power to stop, the water gushed in so fast. The pumps being
all in readiness, were set a-going, and a part of the Crew endea-

voured to bail her at the fore hatch, but all their attempts to keep
the water under were in vain.

At six P.M. the inevitable loss of the Ship became mo< ? and

more apparent; other leaks were discovered, the Wind had

increased to a gale, and the severe beating of the Vessel upon the

rocks threatened immediate destruction. The Captain and Offi-

cers were far from shrinking from the perils around them. They
gave their orders with the greatest firmness and coolness, and by
their proper conduct were enabled to preserve subordination. As
the night advanced, the situation of all on board became the more

terrible; the Misses Evans, and several other Passengers, entreated

to be sent on Shore
;
but this was impossible. It was as much as

all the Ship's Company could do to keep the Vessel afloat. In

order to induce the Men to exert their utmost powers at the

puiaps, the Officers stood by cheering and encouraging them, -by

giving them allowances of liquor. At 7 P.M. the Ship's Com-

pany being almost exhausted, it was thought advisable to fire fresh

signal guns, in hopes of obtaining Boats from the Shore, to save as

many of the people on board as possible. In the mean time the

Purser, Mr. Mortimer, was dispatched, in one of the Ship's Boats.,

v, ith the papers and dispatches, in order to save them. The Third

Mate, a cousin of the Captain, and of the same name, accompanied

the Purser, with about six Seamen.

One Boat came off from the Shore, which took on board the

Misses Evans, Miss Jackson, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. Taylor, a

Cadet, all Passengers. Mrs. Blair, companion to the Misses Evans,

chose, in spite of all entreaties, to remain on board : indeed there

were many who would have made the same choice, so little hope

was there of the Boat contending successfully agairtst the high Sea

in so dark a night.

It was now about nine o'clock, and several Boots were heard

at a short distance from the Ship, but they rendered no assistance

to the distressed on board. Whether this were owing to their

being employed in the humane purpose of saving those who had

clung to pieces of wreck (upon which many had ventured from, the.

Vessel), or because they were engaged in plunder, is a matter

which has not yet been ascertained.

3
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The dreadful crisis was now approaching every one on board

seemed assured of his fate
;
some gave themselves up to despair,

whilst others endeavoured to collect themselves, and employed the

few minutes they had left in the best of purposes that of imploring

the mercy of their Creator. At ten o'clock the Ship was nearly

full of water, and as she began gradually to sink, confusion com-

menced on board. A number of the Sailors begged ardently for

more liquor, and when it was refused, they attacked the spirit-

room, but were repulsed by their Officers, who never once lost

sight of their character, and continued to conduct themselves with

the utmost fortitude. One of them was. stationed at the spirit-

room door, with a brace of pistols, to guard against surprise, and

there remained even while the Ship was sinking. A Sailor was

extremely solicitous to obtain some liquor from him, saying,
" It

will be all as one an hour hence." " Be that as it may," replied

the Officer,
" Jet us die like Men." It is a circumstance hardly to

be accounted for, that, in the midst of all this distress, the Boats

were never attempted to be hoisted out. About two minutes be-

fore the Ship went down, Mr. Baggot, the Chief Mate, went to

Captain Wordsworth, and said,
" We have done all we can, Sir,

she will sink in a moment." The Captain replied,
" It cannot be

Helped God's will be done."

AVhen the Passengers and Crew were acquainted with their

situation, they made several efforts to save their lives/ some laid

hold of pieces of the Wreck, and committed themselves to the

merry of the waves. A Mr. Forbes stripped off his clothes, and

being an excellent swimmer, plunged into the Sea, and \vas one of

those who were picked up by a Boat from the Shore. A great
number ran up the shrouds. At about eleven o'clock a heavy Sea

pave the Vessel a sudden shock, and in an instant she sunk to the

bottom, in twelve fathoms water. Many of those unfortunate

persons who had run up the shrouds for safety, were unable to

sustain the motion of the Vessel in going down, and suffered with

their unfortunate companions below. Between eighty and ninety

persons, however, were still able to maintain their situation, and

were ultimately saved. For some time after the Vessel had gone
down, she kept gradually sinking deeper in the sand, insomuch,
that several persons were under the necessity of climbing higher

p the masts. The highest mast was estimated to be above the

Hater about tAventy,five feet, and the persons aloft could plainly
discover the end of the

bowsprit.
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When the Ship sunk, she did not go down in the usual way that

Vessels do, by falling first upon her beam ends
; this devi-

ation was supposed to have arisen from her being laden with

treasure and Porcelain ware. She had 70,0001. in specie onboard,
and nearly 400 persons. The Crew consisted of ICO Men, and

there were between 50 and 60 Passengers ;
the rest were Recruits

for his Majesty's and the Company's Service : about 30 Chinamen

were also on board. The total number of the drowned is esti-

mated at 300.

Several Boats were heard paddling about the Wreck at half past
eleven o'clock; and although they were hailed by the unfortunate

persons on the shrouds and masts, they could not be prevailed

upon to take them on Shore. The reason which was afterwards

assigned for this apparently inhuman conduct, was, that they were

fearful that every person on board, being eager to save himself,

the whole would attempt to jump in, overload the Boats, and
sink them.

About twelve o'clock, a Sloop that had been attracted to the

spot by the signal guns, came to anchor close to the Ship, sent a

Boat, and took oft' all the persons we have mentioned as being above

Mr

ater, about twenty at a time, and conveyed them to Weymouth.
So far were the people from crowding improperly into the Boat,
that they got off the shrouds one by one, and then only as they
were called by the Officers who were \vith them. VVhen it was sup-

posed that every person was brought oft",
and the Boat was about to

depart for the last time, a person was observed nearly at the top of a

mast in the shrouds ; he was called to, but did not answer; one of

the Officers, much to his credit, returned, and there found a Man
in an inanimate state, arising from the piercing cold weather. The

Officer brought him down on his back, and took him ashore ;
the

person proved to be a Surgeon ; every possible care was taken of

him, but his recovery was extremely doubtful. The whole value

of the Cargo is estimated at 200,0001. Nothing was saved ex-

cept the dispatches and some valuable prints, which had been

sent out for General Lake. Captain Wordsworth, at the moment

the Ship was going down, was seen clinging to the ropes. Mr.

Gilpin, one of the Mates, used every persuasion to induce him to

endeavour to save his life, but all in vain ; he did not seem desirous

to survive the loss of his Ship. The exertions of Cornet Bur-

goyne, and the Mates, were most exemplary ; they did all that

human means could effect.
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The Abcrgavenny was of about 1200 tons burthen, and was des-

tined to Bengal and China. She was to have laden at Bengal with

cotton for the China market. The Passengers were unusually nu-

merous. Forty sat down daily at the Captain's table, and abova

fourteen at the third Mate's. The first and third Mates were on

Shore when the Abergavenny left Portsmouth, and paid forty

guineas for a Boat, which enabled them to join the ill-fated Ship,

Captain Wordsworth was a Man of remarkably mild manners, and

of a cool and temperate disposition. Mr. Baggot, the Chief Mate,

possessed a similar character ;
he made no attempt to save his life,

but met the fate of his Captain with the same composure. The

names of the persons said to have been saved are:

Mr. W. G. E. Stewart, 2d Mate ; Mr. Joseph Wordsworth, 3d

ditto; Mr. Thomas Gilpin, 4th ditto; Mr. John Clark, 5th ditto ;

Mr. H. Mortimer, 6th ditto; Mr. Davie, Surgeon; Mr. Stewart,

Purser; Mr. Abbot, Gunner; Mr. Addwater, Carpenter; Mr.

White, Midshipman and Cockswain ; Messrs. Pitcher, Rason,

Yates, and Barnett, Midshipmen ;
W. Akers, Ship's Steward ;

W. Ivers, Boatswain's 2d Mate ; C. Dunn and J. Williams, Gun-
ncr's Mates ; A. Barret, C. Boyd, J. Palmer, G. Thompson, and

J. Thomson, Quarter Masters ; D. Lundie, Baker ; J. Parsons,
J. Swinie, and M. Bonge, Seamen; and J. Thompson, Chinese

Servant.

Passengers. Thomas Evans, Esq. senior Merchant ; Miss

Evans; Miss Jackson; Mr. Ilutledge; Cornet Burgoyne, 8th

Light Dragoons; Dr. Maxwell; Mr. Evans's black Servant;
Messrs. Baillie, Gramshaw, C. Taylor, Thwaites, and Johnson,
Cadets.

Exclusive of the above-mentioned persons, about twenty Soldiers,

and from forty to fifty of the Petty Officers, and others of the

Ship's Company, were saved, whose names have not yet been

ascertained.

The total number saved is reckoned at from ninety to one hun-

dred persons.

The following letter, since received from an Officer on board

(Mr. Clark), states with precision the immediate causes of the

Abergavenny striking on the Shambles :

ON the 5th inst. at 10 A.M. being about ten leagues to the

westward of Portland, the Commodore made signal to bear up ;

did io accordingly; at this time having main-top-gallaut-mast
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struck, fore and mizen ditto on deck, jib-boom in, and the Wind
about west south-west. At three P.M. got a Pilot on board, being
about two leagues to the westward of Portland : ranged and bitted

both cables. At about half past three called all hands, and got
out the jib-boom at four o'clock. While crossing the east end of

the Shambles, the Wind suddenly died away, and a strong tide

setting the Ship to the westward, drifted her into the breakers;
and a Sea striking her on the larboard quarter, broached her to

with her head to the northward, when she instantly struck, it be-

ing about five o'clock ; let out all reefs, and hoisted the top-sails

up, in hopes to shoot the Ship across the Shambles. The Wind

shifting to the north-westward, the surf driving us off, and the tide

setting us on alternately, sometimes having four and a half, at

others nine fathoms. Continued in this situation till seven o'clock ;

at about half past seven o'clock she got off. During the time she

was on the Shambles, had from three to four feet Water, pumps

constantly going. Finding she gained on the pumps, it was de-

termined to run her on the nearest Shore. At eight o'clock the

Wind shifted to the eastward. The leak continuing to gain upon

us, having 10 or 11 feet water, found it expedient to bail at the

fore scuttle and hatchway. The helm being hard a starboard, the

Ship would not bear up, she being water logged ; but still had a

hope we could keep her up till we got her on Wcymouth Sands :

cut the lashing of the Boats, could not get the Long-Boat out

without laying the main-top-sail aback, by which our progress

would have been so retarded, that little hope would have been left

us of running her aground; and there being several Sloops in

sight, one having sent a Skiff on board, and took away two

Ladies and four or five Passengers, and put them on board their

Sloop, at the same time promising to return and take away a hun-

dred or more people, at different trips, to the Sloop ; but finding

much difficulty in getting back to the Sloop, did not return.

About this time the third Officer and Purser were sent on Shore in

the Cutter to get assistance from the other Ships: continued pump-

ing and bailing till eleven o'clock, when she sunk. The last heave

of the lead was in eleven fathoms water, having fired guns from

the time she struck till she went down. At two in the morning

Boats came off and took the people from the Wreck, about seventy

in number. The tops of all the masts were above water.

, eTijron, ffiol.XHI. s
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

The Narrative of Captain DAVID WOODARD and four Seamert,

who lost their Ship zohile in a Boat at Sea, and surrendered

themselves up to the Malays, in the Island of Celebes ; contain-

ing an interesting Account of their Sufferings from Hunger

and various Hardships, and their Escape from the Malays^

after a Captivity of Two Years and a Half; also an Account of

the Manners and Customs of the Country, and a Description

of the Harbours and Coast, Sfc. Together with an Introduc-

tion, and an Appendix, containing Narratives of various

Escapes from Shipwrecks, under great Hardships and Absti-

nence
', holding out a Valuable Seaman's Guide, and the Impor-

tance of Union, Confidence^ and Perseverance, in the midst of

Distress. 8vo.

TT appears, from this Narrative, that Mr. Woodard, who is an

American, sailed from Boston in America, for the East In-

dies, in 1791. After his arrival there, he was employed in

making country Voyages, iu different Country Ships, until Janu-

ary, 1793, when he sailed as Chief Mate in the American Ship

Enterprise, bound from Batavia to Manilla. In passing through

the Straits of Macassar, the Wind and Current were both against

them, and they were obliged to beat up the Straits for six weeks,

in which time they fell short of provisions. A Vessel being per-

ceived, at the distance of about four leagues, Mr. Woodard and

five Seamen were sent on board of her to purchase a supply.

It being nearly sun-set when they reached the Vessel, they staid

on board all night, and left her the next day, without water, or

provisions of any kind, excepting a bottle of brandy. All their

efforts to desciy or recover their own Vessel were in vain
; and,

having been without sustenance for several days, they surrendered

themselves to the Malays, in the Island of Celebes. Previously

to their surrender, however, the Malays had barbarously mur-

dered one of these unfortunate Men, They were detained as
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prisoners for two years and a half, during which time they

experienced many hardships and misfortunes, being kept desti-

tute of clothes, short of provisions, and without most of the

-comforts of life. Mr. Woodard and his four surviving compa-

nions, after many efforts and disappointments, at length effected

their escape, and arrived at Macassar, almost exhausted by dis-

tress, fatigue, and want of nourishment. They there experienced

the most liberal and friendly treatment from the Governor, the

Hon. William Pitts Jacobson, and from Mynheer Alstromer,

the Dutch East India Company's Captain, who supplied them

with clothes and money, and dispatched them in a Proa to

Batavia.

This volume is dedicated to Captain Hallowell, of the Royal

Navy, by Mr. Vaughan, the Editor, who obtained the materials

from Captain Woodard about eight or ten years ago.

The Introduction, though well intended, and containing some

useful remarks for the benefit of Seamen, in cases of Shipwreck,

Sec. is by far too diffuse. In point of composition, it has no

claim to praise ; and the substance might have been condensed

into a much smaller compass.

The first part of the work comprises the whole of Mr. Wood-

ard's Narrative. It excites considerable interest, and will be read

with satisfaction by Seamen in general. The second part con-

sists of a description of the Island of Celebes, its Harbours,

Rivers, Towns, &c. &c. The third is composed of miscella-

neous information respecting Mr. Woodard, who, since his

misfortunes, has commanded different Merchant Vessels, and

now lives in retirement, on a farm, in America, his native

country.

The Appendix might, with much propriety, be published in a

cheap and detached form, as it is merely a collection of cases,

tending
" to show the frequency and extent of abstinence, and

the importance of perseverance and subordination in moments of

distress."

From the third part of this performance, which, on the whole,

is entitled to commendation, we shall take the liberty of copying
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the following letter from Captain Woodard to Mr.'Vaughan,

as it contains some nautical intelligence that is worthy of atten-

tion :

DEAR sin, Manilla^ February ,
1803.

I embrace this opportunity of writing to you. I am now re-

turning from a long Voyage ;
and during my route I have paid a

visit to Chili, Peru, and Mexico, and up the Gulf of California

further than any English Vessel was known to be ; and was

visited by the Governor and Head Men of New Mexico, and

treated in the most civil manner. I made a discovery of a fine

Port up the Gulf, and a good Harbour, which I think would

be of use to the Public in general. It lies in lat. 28 N. and is

good anchoring, and a safe Harbour against all ^Vinds ; and, I

think, deserves a place in your Naval Gazetteer. It is called Port

Guhnor ; and lies in^
lat. 28 N. on the east side of the Gulf of

California. Care must be taken, sailing up the Gulf, not to come

too near the east Shore, as there are several points on that side,

and subject to heavy Squalls from the high land that lies back.

Keep the west Shore in view till in lat. 27 45' N. and then steer

|n east till you bring a high ridge of rugged land to bear N.N.E.

and a small island plain in sight, which bears from the point of

high land west ; then steer for the easternmost part of the high

land, which will appear as if there was- a River that divides it frora

the other high land ; but it is nothing more than a tract of low

land, that begins at the Sea, and runs back thirty or forty miles.

As you draw near the land, you will begin to raise the tops of the

trees. The Harbour lies on the east point of the high land.

It is surrounded on the north and west part, to S.S.W., by very

high land ; and on the east by this low land, as above ; and on
S.E. by Pelican Island, which is high and bold. In going into

the Harbour you must leave Pelican Island on the starboard hand.
The passage is narrow, but perfectly safe, and good anchorage.

Jn a calm, the course in is N.N.W. till yon open a large w hite

house ; then let go the anchor in five fathoms : mud and sand.

The Town is but small, and lies about ten miles up the Bay.
You must moor N.W. and S.E. It is a good place for refrv

ments, and very cheap.
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(January February.)

RETROSPECTIVE AXD MISCELLANEOUS.

were the Conjectures which the sudden Pacific Message of BUONA-
PARTE oc~; .-.'j:ito to the moment w;ien our last Retrospect went to Press.

But we have iittic room for Conjectures, especially those of a Political nature.

It is most p.oLmble tlu.t the soi-disant Linferor was either terrified by the formida-

ble alliance we had made with the Northern Powers
;
or else, in some deeree,

hoped to pan-.lyse our exertions, 'lv, dazzling us with i\K prospect of Peace pre-

vious to the meeting of Parliament, 'li. ; sudden capture of the Spanish Ships has

calleu forth the .virulence of party, and been strangely misrepresented by many
writers. la our last Volume, among the Naval Anecdotes, ve inserted a justi-

fiable prive !<.-nt for such a measure; and our readers will f;yd this subject dis-

cussed more at large in the Naval Debaies that took place on the King's Speech;
in the Declaration of War made by or.i Government; and in the Spanish .State

Papers *.

Sir John Orde has made some valuable Spanish captures. The Crews of three

of the captured Ships <i;.ve bei-n sent to Lisbjn, the Ships to Gibraltar. The

Cam llu, of 20 guns, has taken a valuable Spanish Ship, and sent her into Gibraltar.

It is said to be in the contemplation of Government, to send splendid Embassies

to the distinguished Courts of Europe, in order to fix the basis upon which a new-

Political Balance can b^ established for all its powers and dependencies. Lords

Macartney, Malmesbory, St. Helens, and Auckland, have been named as being

likely to be employed in these missions.

The Consecration of Buonaparte reminds us of the Bon Mot of the celebrated

Lord Peterborough. On being asked, when in France,
" Si on sacrois les Rois en

An^leterre?" replied,
'' Oui, on les sacre ct Its massacre ausfi /" -What say

t-he Corsican to this ?

Jim. 24. The new COMMISSION under the ;Great Seal has commenced it$

labours at the Office in Craven Street, Strand ,
the purport of which is to form a

complete Digest of regulations and instructions for the civil department of the

JJavy.

Orders have been given to break up the Duquesne, of 74 guns, at Chatham.

There are at present in commission, exclusively of Cutters, armed Brigs, Gun-

vessels, &c. (of which the number is immense), 694 Ships, of which 105 are ofthe

Line, 24 Fifties, 137 Frigates, 431 Sloops of War. Besides these, there ar

Deceiving Ships, those repairing for Service, in ordinary and building, of different

descriptions, i?ll, of which about 80 are of the Line ; making the grand total, ex

elusive of the smaller description of Ships of War, 905 Sail.

The preparations for the intended Expedition are carrying on with great activity,

It was at first intended that it should have sailed before this time. A great many

Transports are assembled at Cowes and Spitheadr the Cavalry are in the Isle of

Wight, the Infantry at Spithead; the former will embark at Southampton Water,

the Infantry at Portsmouth. It was generally believed, that Portugal was the

* See Appendix, ?so. I.
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destination of the expedition; but since General Moore's return, who is stated t

have delivered it as his opinion, that though the country might be defended, it

would require a very large body of Troops, Ministers are said to have abandoned

the idea. Some of the Transports are engaged not to go beyond a certain latitude
;

others are engaged to go wherever it shall be deemed proper to send them. The

object of the expedition is very properly kept a profound secret.

It has long been a subject of complaint, that no fixed adequate provision was

made for Surgeons and Surgeons' Mates in the Navy. That complaint has now

been remedied by Ix>rd Melville; and we understand that Surgeons, after ten years'

service, are to be allowed 20 shillings a day full pay Surgeons' Mates are to be

Allowed full pay, and half pay in proportion, after a shorter period of service than

ten years.

The following excellentVindication is extracted from the COURIER of Jan. 26:

Were we not entreated by his friends, we should feel ourselves called upon by

justice and patriotism to repel the charges made against a gallant \:.- al O.,.-.-rr in

The Morning Chronicle, of Saturday last. That paper asserts, that "
Officers who had

just as good means 6f itttettigence
and observation as Admiral Cochigme," deny what

he writes home ;
it adds, that " he makes an assertion in respect to the armamentsfor

which no evidence can he discovered, and which is utterly improbable." Thi.-> impeach-

ment of his testimony, though severe, might have passed without notice, :f his con-

duct had not been imputed to the basest motives. It is pretended that h;s honour

or veracity are not discredited by an insinuation, that, on the subject oi the arma-

ments in Fcrrol,
" he might not be impartial. He knew to whom he was writing.

He had the natural prejudices of a Sailorfor a Spanish war."

The insinuations made, or rather the direct charges advanced, against (his brave

Officer, are that he was not an impartial reporter of the Spanish armaments
;
that

he sent false reports to suit the designs of the British 'Ministers
;

that he was

desirous of involving his country in a war with Spain, from the sordid motive of

obtaining prize-money ;
and that he must have reported falsely with this view,

since other Officers, who had as good means of intelligence and observation, deny
what he writes home." He makes assertions for which there is no evidence, and

which are utterly improbable," all it seems for the lucre of Spanish dollars
; or, as

it is more artfully said,
" from the natural prejudices of a Sailor for a Spanish war."

^Greater crimes could not be imputed than these. If Admiral Codirane could send

home false intelligence, if he could vamp up a story to enable Ministers to involve

JSritain in an unnecessary war, he must be the most base and servile creature in

the English Navy ;
but if he could fabricate accounts of armaments which had no

existence, or if he could grossly exaggerate those which were on foot,
" from the

natural prejudices of a Sailor for a Spanish war;" that is, from avarice, and in tho

hope of making rich captures; if he could involve his country in a war with such

sordid designs ;
if he could thus be the means of shedding the blood of thousand!,

and expending millions of the money of his fellow-subjects, that he might fill his

own pockets then is he more base and wicked than language can express. That

we may not be accused of misrepresentation, the whole of the article is copied*.

* Admiral Cochrane says there were armaments at Ferrol ;
but with all defe-

rence for that excellent Officer, we apprehend that it is not to discredit either his

honour or veracity to say, that in this instance he might ?>f he. iminti'il. He /."- ...

to"whom he-vfiji wrhhi>*. He had the natural prejudices nf a finil.ir for a Spanish
t?ar; not to mention that the preparations ibr Biscay, whicli even Mr. Ft ere don
-Cot insist to be of a general hostile character, may have led him into an error on
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The public will judge whether it contains the inuendos we describe. We trust

that an apology will be made for if. In the haste of newspaper wriiin^, unguarded

expressions sometimes escape, which are disapproved of on reflection; but they
do not cut the less deep, or spread the less calumny, because they were not
intended. Custom has privileged detraction against our Statesmen; but the slan-

der of a rancorous Coalition Faction should not be suffered to blacken the moral

characters of our Naval Defenders. While they are fighting our battles abroad,
we are bound to protect their reputation at home ; and no man is better entitled

to this protection than Admiral Cochraue : he is pne of the oldest Officers in the

Service ;
one of the most brave and amiable

;
and one of the most moral of Men.

On the American Coast last war, with a small Frigate and two Gun-brigs, he beat

three large Frigates, took one, and destroyed another. This is one of the most
brilliant actions on record. He was Captain of the Ajax in Sir Ralph Abercroai-

bie's expedition to Egypt. There he had the chief care in debarking the Troops
and covering the landing. This service he performed will, a degree of skill and

enterprise that stamped him one of our ablest Naval Commanders, and probably

pointed him out lately as a proper Officer to watch the Port o Ferrol. By all

persons employed on the Egyptian expedition, Admiral Cochrane was beloved

and admired. He is not only brave and enterprising, but gentle, humane, and

religious. He commonly does the duty of Chaplain on board- his own Ship; his

Crew are remarkable for their good conduct, and they adore him. This is not

the Man who would betray his country into a war to fill his own pockets.

Grecnock, Jan. 24. Three o'clock. A little after eight o'clock this morning,
the Tourterelle Frigate put to Sea

; the anchors of the other Ships were a-trip, and
were just going to follow, when a person of the name of Brown, from Craignish,

arrived in town, and brought accounts that the Ship which created so much noise

turned out to be his Majesty's Ship Brilliant, Captain Barrie. This information

was first obtained by Colonel Campbell, of the Craignish Volunteers, who .boarded

her on Monday; and was informed by Captain Barrie, that the reason of his not

allowing any Boats to come alongside was, that lately when passing through the

Sounds seven of his Crew had deserted in the Boats belonging to the Islands.

Immediately on Browne's reaching town, the Princess Elizabeth, Captain

Beatson, was sent after the Tourterelie, and it is said she got sight of her as she

was passing the Cumbraes, and brought her to by signal guns. The Volunteers

who had embarked as Marines on board of the other Ships, are just now landing.

this head. But is there a word proved of preparations at Carthagena, at Cadiz,

&c. ? Not a single fact is proved by any assertion. Besides, we cannot help

stating, that we know that Officers who had just as good means of intelligence and

observation as Admiral Cochrane, deny that there were, after the preparations for

Biscay (which were countermanded), any preparations of a general hostile appear-

ance. Admiral Cochrane, in his dispatch of the llth of September, makes an

assertion for which we see no evidence whatever, and indeed which is utterly

improbable; viz.
" There does not remain any doubt that the intentions of the

French, Spanish, and Dutch Ships of War are to act together; and as three First-

rates are expected from Cadiz, their Lordships, I hope, will approve of my concen-

trating the force I have under my orders ! !

" Now who does believe, or can be-

lieve, that previous to the llth Sept. 1804, the French, Spanish, and Dutch Ships

had any intention of coming out and acting hostilely together ? Then what sort

of intelligence is this? Yet what hasty, precipitate, and criminal orders were

founded on it.
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Jan. 26. Government, actuated by motives which dV> it honour, have just

issued instructions to our Naval Commanders, not to molest any neutral Vessel

going with supplies of grain to Spain, during the present distress of that unfortunate

country, even though the grain should belong to our enemy.

Hull, Jan. S>. On Wednesday morning the Hull Packet, bound from tlii

Port for Lynn, returned hither with only one Man en board. The Master and the-

rest of the Crew having gone to Grimsby on Monday to buy fresh provisions, were

unable to make the Vessel again, in consequence of the boisterous weather. Th

great fatigue and anxiety which he underwent, during this period, may be easily

conceived ; but, by perseverance, he succeeded in bringing the Vessel safely back

into Port, after parting from anchors and cables.

Orders have been issued on Saturday last, to the Transport Board, that all (lie

private property belonging to the Officers and Men of the captured Spanish Fri-

gates, whether in money or goods, should be forthwith restored to the owners.

These acts certainly reflected credit on Administration, and should be promulgated

in every quarter of Europe.

Jan. 31. The London Docks opened for the reception of Shipping and Mer-

chandize. The Corporation of London, we understand, attended in their municipal

paraphernalia ;
and a great number of the Nobility and Gentry of the first rank

honoured the ceremony with their pr. sence. Every preparation had been made

by Mr. Rcnnic, the principal Engineer and Manager of the Dock, preparatory to

its being opened this day, for the reception of Shipping, when the buoys in the

Dock were all examined, and the fl6od-gates and hinges all eased. At a late hour

on Tuesday night the Engineer took advantage of the tide and a strong current
;

and, aided by several hundred workmen, removed the floating-bridge from its sta-

tion, which was placed across the entrance of the Dock, below Hermitage Bridge,

level with the River Thames. This Bridge being, since the commencement of

the Dock, erected to prevent the water coining in, in case of accident, by the

breaking of the banks, when towed from its moorings, was carried by the strong

current of the tide through the swivel iron-bridge, through the double locks, and

into the right-hand side of the outer bason. In less than three quarters of an hour

after the removal of the bridge, the water rushed into the Dock so rapidly, it rose,

in the outer bason, to the height of nineteen feet three inches; and, in the inner

bason, to eighteen feet. The swivel bridge was built upon a new construction, and

is made of cast iron, formed to open in the centre on swivels; it is forty feet span,
and 15 broad. The road-way from the bridge to the entrance of the outer bason is

a hundred feet. The outer bason is five acres, which leads to the inner Dock by
two locks, about

fifty feet apart; and the Dock twenty acres. The spring-tide

depth of the inner Dock, when full, will be twenty feet, and the outer bason twcnty-
tbree. The whole of this immense work is surrounded with a circular road, and a

wall thirty feel high. A more minute account of this great Commercial Establish-

ment shall appear in the course of the present Volume.

The sailing of the Rochefort Squadron took place on the night of the llth of

January. The following morning about five o'clock they were seen by the Felix

Schooner standing to the north-west, under top-gallant-sails, the Wind then S.bvW.
The Felix was at one time within half gun shot of the enemy, but at nine a squall

came on from the northward, in which she lost sight of them
;
at ten it cleared up,

and she again saw them from the; mast-head steering N.W., and then in lat. 45?

50' N., long. 1 52' W., about fifty leagues from the Isle Dieu. On the 1'Jth they

perceived by one of our Cutters, standing to the northward, apparently



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805. 137

'having sustained much damage in their musts, sails, and yard*. The Schooner

proceeded to Quiberon Bay, in quest of Sir T. Graves
;
and not finding him there,

again put to Sen, but did not meet him until the 16th following, at which period
JK; was wholly uninformed of the escape of the enemy. The Wind then blevr

so hard from the- S. \V. that the Admiral was unable to take the course the

enemy had steered ; and lie -as compelled to return to Quiberon Bav. On the

16th the Tunnant saw the top-mast of a very large Ship adrift off Belleisle, and
the Admiral was informed by the Master of an American Schooner that he had
seen the French Squadron o;i' the Penmarks, and that one of the Ships was dis-

ihasted. On the '20th the Felix was sent to reconnoitre Basque Bav, and found

there only one Vessel, supposed to be a Frigate. An heavy gale was then blow-

ing into the Roads, and prevented a more minute examination. The Colossus,

which had anchored outside the Isle of Rhee, was compelled to cut her cable, and

with difficulty got off the Shore; she joined Sir T. Graves on the god, and on the

'..'4th he stood to the \.N.\V. to join the Ushant Fleet; his Squadron then com-

prised Foudroyant, Windsor Castle, Hero, Mars, Colossus, and Bellerophon.

Without pretending to give any opinion on the conduct of Sir Home Popham.
for which he has been arraigned before Parliament, (the Debate on which will

be given at length in our next,) we shall at present only insert part of a pant-

graph, which appeared in the Courier. What we have omitted is a violent attack

on the character of Earl St. Vincent : which, whether just or unjust, can have uu

place in our CHRONICLE :

" The late Admiralty Board directed the Naval Commission of Inquiry espe-

cially to report to it on the repairs of the Romney, &c. from certain Papers in the

Navy Olhce. The Commission was directed to make an ei partc Report, without

calling upon Sir Home to know if he could explain away or rebut the charges.

It has hitherto been the practice, when any Officer has been implicated in impro-

per proceedings, -to send for him to state the charges to him, and to ask if he is

desirous of saying any thing in lii justification then, if the Officer chooses, he

can call evidence, or produce testimony to repel the charge. But the Com-

mission, in Sir Home's ease, was expressly directed to make an e.t pafte Report,

without attempting to inquire whether the documents on which they proceeded

could be answered by other evidence. The Report was, of course, such as might

have been expected.
"

Hearing what was going forward, Sir Home, with the feelings of conscious

innocence, went to the Admiralty Board, and entreated that he might be allow-

ed to answer the charge, but he was afforded no opportunity of doing so. He

solicited a copy of the Report, and was told by the Admiralty Board, that it had

given directions to the Navy Office to furnish him with a copy. On applying to

the Navy Oflice, he was told they had received no orders to give him a copy of

the Report, but they had been instructed to show him the documents on which it

uded, and they promised to do so. On applying for these documents

i\ts, he wa* told they were mislaid, and he could not obtain a sight ciilier

of them or of the Report. In this way he was deprived of any authentic in-

formation to which he might reply, while in the most injurious aiut exaggerated ru-

mours, his character was whispered away. He went to his public duty to command

a Si[n:-dron on the Coast of France, still unable to obtain a copy of the Report ol

the Naval Commission ;
but he had not been long there, when lie found that this

vrv Report, accompanied by scurrilous comments, in the shape of a Pamphlet,

htui In en anonymously conveyed into the hands of every Officer under >hiju in

>. Gpron. floI.XIII. T
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the Squadron he commanded ! This most malicious step was, no doubt, taken

to render Sir Home obnoxious and contemptible in the eyes of his Officers,

because he had zealously, skilfully, and with considerable success, attempted to

make an iujpressinrj on tlie enemy at Boulogne, by means of Vessels filled witU

combustibles. Some of tlic admirers of the late Admiralty Board could not bear,

we suppose, to see the present Admiralty make superior and successful exertion?

to annoy the enemy. The success of the combustible coffers was conceived to be

a reproach to the late Admiralty, and hence some of its friends attugked Sir Home.

Popham, the chief conductor of those machines.

" But no sooner had Sir Home Popham possession of the Pamphlet, anonymous

as it was, than he set about answering it. On applying to the Booksellers,

no one would venture to publish it. The Newspapers were filled with Trials

and Speeches about prosecutions carried on by Earl St. Vincent for libels. Sir

Home was therefore obliged to sustain the anonymous slanderer's fire, without

being able to return it. Sir, Kinnaird, however, has very kindly procured him

an opportunity of defending himself; and considering the iiliberality with which

he has been treated, we hope he will be able to give his enemies a i,ound drub

bin-."

FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE,
26TH JANUARY, 1805,

DECLARATION.

TC'ROM the moment that Hostilities had commenced between Great Britain and

France, a sufficient ground of War against Spain, on the part of Great Bri-

tain, necessarily followed from the Treaty of St. Ildephouso, if not disclaimed

by Spain.

That Treaty in fact identified Spain with the Republican Government of France,

by a virtual acknowledgment of unqualified vassalage, and by specific stipulation^

pf unconditional offence.

By the articles of that Treaty, Spain covenanted to furnish a stated contingent
of Naval and_Military Force for the prosecution of any War in which the French

Republic might think proper to engage. She specifically surrendered any right

pr pretension to inquire into the nature, origin, or justice of that War. She

stipulated, in the first instance, a contingent of Troops and Ships, which, of

itself, comprised no moderate proportion of the means at her disposal ; but in

the event of tliis contingent being at any time found insufficient for the pur-

poses of France, she further bound herself to put into a state of activity the ut-

most force, both by Sea and Land, that it should be in her power to collect. She-

covenanted that this Force should be at the disposal of France, to be employed
conjointly or separately for the annoyance of the common enemy ; thus submitting
her entire power and resources to be used as the instruments of French ambition

and aggression, and to be applied in whatever proportion France might think

proper, for the avowed purpose of endeavouring to subvert the Government, and

destroy the national existence of Great Britain.

The character of such a Treaty gave Great Britain an incontestable right tq

declare to Spain, that unless bhe decidedly renounced the Treaty, or gave as-
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Durances that she would not perform the obligations of it, she would not he con-

sidered <?s a neutral power.

This right, however; for prudential reasons, and from motives of forbearance

and tenderness towards Spain, was not exercised in its full extent; and, in con-

sequence of assurances of a pacific disposition on the part of the Spanish Go-

vernment, his Majesty did not, in the first instance, insist ou a distinct and formal

renunciation of the Treaty. It does not appear that any express demand of

succour had been made by France before the month of July One Thousand Eight

Hundred and Three
;
and on the first notification of the War, his Majesty's Mi-

nister at Madrid was led to believe, in consequence of communications which

parsed between him and the Spanish Government, that his Catholic Majesty did not

consider himself as necessarily bound by the mere fact of the existence of a War
between Great Britain and France, without subsequent explanation and discussion,

to fulfil the stipulations of the Treaty of St. Ildephonso, though the articles of

that Treaty would certainly give rise to a very different interpretation. In the

month of October a Convention was signed, by which Spain agreed to pay France

& certain sum monthly in lieu of the Naval and Military succours which they had

stipulated by the Treaty to provide ; but of the amount of this sum, or of the

naiure of any other stipulations which that Convention might contain, no official

information whatever was given.

It was immediately stated by his Majesty's Minister at Madrid to the Spa-
Jii.sh Government, that a subsidy as large as that which they were supposed to

have engaged to pay to France, far exceeded the bounds of forbearance
;
that it

could Only meet with a temporary connivance; as, if it was continued, it might prove

in fact a greater injury than any other hostility. In reply to these remonstrances,

it was represented as an expedient to gain time, and assurances were given

which were confirmed by circumstances, which came to his Majesty's knowledge
from other quarters, that the disposition of the Spanish Government would induce

them to extricate themselves from this engagement, if the course of events should

admit of their doin so with safety.

When his Majesty had first reason to believe that such a Convention wa$

concluded, he directed his Minister at Madrid to declare that his forbearing to

consider Spain as an enemy must depend in some degree upon the amount of the

succours, and upon her maintaining a perfect neutrality in all other respects ;

but that it would be impossible for him to consider a permanent payment, to the

amount of that which was stated to have been in agitation, in any other light than

as a direct subsidy of War. His Majesty's Envoy was directed, therefore, first to

protest agaiast the Convention, as a Violation of neutrality, and a justifiable Cause

of War; secondly, to declare, that our abstaining from hostilities must depend

upon its being only a temporary measure, and that we must be at liberty to

consider a perseverance in it as a cause -of War ; thirdlv, that the entrance of any

Trench Troops into Spain must be refused
; fourthly, that any Naval preparation

must be a great cause of jealousy, and any attempt to give Naval assistance to

France an immediate cause of War; fifthl}-,
that the Spanish Ports must remain

open to our Commerce, and that our Ships of War must have equal treatment

with those of France. His Majesty's Minister was also instructed, if any French

Troops entered Spain, or if he received authentic information of any Naval ar-

maments preparing for the assistance of France, to leave Madrid, and to give

immediate notice to our Naval Commanders, that they might proceed to hostilities

without the delay that might be occasioned by a Deference hoaie<
x
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The execution of these instructions produced a variety of discussions
; during

which his Majesty's Minister told Mr. Cevallos, in answer to his question, whe-

ther a continuance of such pecuniary succours to France would be considered as

a ground of War, and whether he was authorised to declare it ? that he was so

authorised, and that War would be the infallible consequence.

It was, however, still thought desirable by his Majesty to protract, if possible,

the decision of this question ;
and it was therefore stated in the instructions to h'rs

Minister at Madrid, that as the subsidy was represented by the Spanish Govern-

ment to be merely a temporary measure, his Majesty might still continue to over-

look it for a time; but that his decision in this respect ninst depend upon know-

ing the precise nature of all the stipulations between Spain and France, and upon
the Spanish Government being determined to cause their neutrality to be. respected

in all other particulars. That until these questions were answered in a satisfactory

manner, and the Convention communicated to him, be could give no positive

answer whether he would make the pecuniary succours a cause of War or not.

Before the receipt of these instructions, dated January^l, 180-1, the report

of some Naval armaments in the Ports of Spain had occasioned a fresh corre-

spondence between his Majesty's Minister and the Spanish Government. In

one of the notes presented by the former, he declares, that if the King was

forced to begin a War, he would want no other declaration than what lie had

already made. The answers of the Spanish Government were at first of an

evasive nature; his Majesty's Minister closed the Correspondence on his part by
a note delivered on the Eighteenth of February, in which he declares that all

further forbearance on the part of England must depend upon the cessation of

all Naval armaments, and a prohibition of the sale of Prizes in their Ports : and

unless these points were agreed to without modification, he had orders to leave

Madrid. On the second of these points a satisfactory answer was given, and

orders issued accordingly ;
on the first, a reference was made to former Decla-

rations. To the question about disclosing the Treaty with France, no satisfactory

answer was ever given. As however no Naval preparations appeared to be pro-

ceeding at that period in the Ports of Spain, the matter was allowed to remain

there for a time.

In the month of July One Thousand Eight Hundred and Four, the Government

of Spain gave assurances of faithful and settled neutrality, and disavowed any
orders to arm in their Ports

; yet, in the subsequent month, when these assurances

were recent, and a confident reliance reposed in them, the. British Charge d'Af-

faires received advices from the Admiral commanding his Majesty's Ships orFthu

Port of Ferrol, that reinforcements of Soldiers and Sailors had arrived through

Spain for the French Fleets at Toulon and Ferrol. On this intelligence two

Notes were presented to the Spanish Ministers, but no answer as received to

either of them. Towards the end of the month of September, information was ;

received in London from the British Admiral stationed off Ferrol, that orders had,

actually been given, by the Court of Madrid, for arming, without loss of time, at

that Port, four Ships of the Line, two Frigates, and other smaller Vessels
; that

(according to his intelligence) similar orders had been given at Carthagena and

Cadiz, and particularly that three First Rate Ships of the Line were directed to

sail from the last-mentioned i'uit
; and, as an additional proof of hostile inten-

tions, that orders had been given to arm the Packets as in time of War.

Here then appeared a direct and unequivocal violation of the terms on which

the continuance of Peace had been acquiesced in ; previous notice having ->
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given to the Spanish Government, that a state of War would be the immediate

consequence of such a measure, his Majesty on this event stood almost pledged
to an instant commencement of hostilities : the King, however, preferred a perse-

vering adherence to the system of moderation so congenial to his disposition :

lie resolved to leave still an opening for accommodation, if Spain should be still

allowed the liberty to adopt the course prescribed by a just sense of her own
interests and security. It is here worthy of remark, that the groundless and un-

grateful imputations thrown out against his Majesty's conduct in the Spam.-i.

Manifesto are built upon the foundation of this forbearance alone. Had his Ma-

jesty exercised, without reserve, his just rights of War, the representations so

falsely asserted, and so insidiously dwelt upon, could not have been even stated

under any colourable pretext-: the indulgence, therefore, which postponed the

actual state of War, was not Only misrepresented, but transformed into a ground
of complaint, because the forbearance extended to the aggressors v:as not carried

to a dangerous and inadmissible extreme. In consequence of the intelligence

above stated, directions were sent to his Majesty's Minister at Madrid to' mate

representations and remonstrances to the Spanish Court, to demand explanations

relative to the existing Conventions between Spain and Francl
; and, above all,

to insist, that the Naval armaments in their Ports should be praced on the same

footing as they were previously to the commencement of hostilities between Great

Britain and France : And he was further directed, explicitly to state to the Spa-
nish Government, that his Majesty felt a duty imposed upon him of taking,

without delay, every measure of precaution ; and, particularly, of giving orders

to his Admiral off the Port of Ferrol to prevent any of the Spanish Ships of War

sailing from that Port, or any additional Ships of War from entering it.

No substantial redress, no satisfactory explanation, was afforded in consequence
of these repeated representations ; whilst, under the cover of his Majesty's for-

bearance, the enemy had received considerable remittances of treasure, together

with the facility of procuring other supplies.

Every circumstance of the general conduct of Spain was peculiarly calculated

to excite the vigilant attention of the British Government the removal of Spa-

nish Ships out of their Docks, to make room for the accommodation of the Men
of War of France the march of French Troops and Seamen through the Spanish

Territory the equipment of Naval armaments at Ferrol the consideration that

the junction of this armament with the French Ships already in that Harbour

would create a decided superiority of numbers over his Majesty's Squadron

cruising off that Port the additional Naval exertions, and the consequent in-

crease of expense which this conduct of Spain necessarily imposed upon Great

Britain. All these together required those precautions, both of representation,

and action, to which his Majesty had immediate recourse. While official notice

was given of his Majesty's intention to adopt those necessary measures, the Sprf-

nish Government was, at the same time, assured that his Majesty still felt an

earnest desire to maintain a good understanding with Spain ;
but that the conti-

nuance of such a state of things must be subject to the condition of abstaining,

on their part, from all hostile preparations, and on making, without hesitation or

reserve, that full and explicit disclosure of the nature and extent of the subsisting

engagements with France, which had hitherto been so frequently and so fruitlessly

demanded.

The precautions adopted by his Majesty were such only as he deemed indis-

pensably necessary to guard against the augmentation by Spain of her means of

Naval preparation during the discussion, and against the possible consequences
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of the safe arrival of the exacted American treasure in the Sp;mi:h P-or** : ar.

fcvcnt which has more than once, in former times, become the epoch of the ter-

mination of discussions, and of the commencement of hostility 01: the part of

Spain.

The orders issued by his Majesty on this occasion to the Admirals commanding
IMS Fleets, afford the most striking example of a scrupulous and indulgent for-

bearance ;
the most strict limitation was given j as 1o the extent and object of the

measures proposed ;
and the execution of those orders was guarded with tin-

strongest injunctions to avoid, by every means consistent with the attainment of

their object, any act of violence or hostility against (lie Dominions or Subjects of

Jus Catholic Majesty. The hostile preparations in the Harbour of Fcrrol rendered

it necessary, in the first instance, that a reinforcement should be added to the'

Squadron cruising off that Port
; and orders were at the same time convoyed to

Hie British Admirals, to send intimation to the Spanish Government of the in-

structions they had received, and of their determination, in consequence, -to

resist, under the present circumstances, the sailing either of the French or Spanish

Fleets, if any attempt for that purpose should be made by either -of them.

His Majesty's, pleasure was at the same time signified, that they were not to

detain, in the first instance, any Ship belonging to his Catholic Majesty, sailing

from a Port of Spain ;
but to require the Commander of such Ship to return

jdirectly to the Port from whence she came ; and only, in the event of his re-

fusing to comply with such requisition, to detain and send her to Gibraltar or to

England.

Further directions were given not to detain any Spanish homeward-bound

Ships of War, unless they should have treasure on board
; nor Merchant Ships of

that Nation, however laden, on any account whatsoever. That, in the prose-

.cution of those measures of precaution, many valuable lives should, have been

sacrificed, is a subject of much regret to his Majesty, who laments it as an event

produced alone by an unhappy concurrence of circumstances, but which can in

no degree affect the merits of the case. The question of tin; just principle and

.due exercise of his Majesty's rights rests upon every foundation of the laws of

nature and of nations, which enjoin and justify the adoption of such measures as

are requisite for defence, and the prevention of aggression.

It remains only further to observe, that if any additional proof were requisite

of the wisdom anil necessity of precautionary measures, that proof would be

found even in the declaration relied upon in tltc Manifesto of Spain, in which its

Government now states itself to have contemplated, from the beginning of the

War, the necessity of making itself a party to it, in support of the pretensions of

France, expressly declaring, that "
Spain and Holland, who treated conjointly

yrith France at Amiens, and whose interests and political relations were so closely
connected with her, must have with difficulty refrained from taking part against
the injuries and insults offered to their ally."

It will further appear, by a reference to the dates and results of the several

representations made by his Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at the Court of Spain,
that the detention of the Spanish Treasure Ships nev*r was in question during
the discussions which preceded Ins departure from Madrid. That ground of

complaint therefore, which has since, been so much relied upon, formed no j/ari:

of the motive of the previous hostile character so strongly manifested by the

Spanish Court in their mode of treating the points in discussion, nor (as will ap-

pear in the sequel) of the final rupture of Negotiation at Madrid.

Oa the Twenty-sixth of October, One Thousand. Eight Hundred aud Fo:ir, his
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Majesty's Charge d'Atlaircs presented a Note to the Spanish Minister, in which

jthe following conditions were insisted upon as preliminary to the appointment of

a -Minister from Great Britain, who might treat of the adjustment of other matter*

-which remained lor discussion. The conditions were three. First, that the orders

given at Ferrol, Cadi/, and Carthageua, should be countermanded, as well for

the equipment of Ships of War in any of those Ports, as for their removal from
from one ot" those Ports to another. Secondly, that not only the present arma-

ments should be discontinued, but that the establishment of Ships of War in the

different Ports should be replaced on the footing on which they stood at the

commencement of hostilities between England and France. Thirdly, that a full

disclosure should be made of the existing engagements, and of the future inten-

tions of Spain with respect to France. From the period above mentioned to the

Second of November, several official Notes passed between his Majesty's Charge
d'Afiaires ar.d the Spanish Minister, consisting, with tittle variation in their tenor,

of urgent demands of satisfaction on the one tide, and of evasive and unsatis-

factory replies on the other. After repeated delays and reiterated applications,

his Majesty's Charge d'Affaires received his Passports on the Seventh of Novem-

ber, and departed from Madrid on the Fourteenth of that month. During ifc

whole of this Negotiation no mention was made of the detention of the Spanish
Treasure Ships, nor does it any where appear that an account iad been received

at Madrid of that transaction. It is evident therefore, notwithstanding tho at-

tempt made by the Spanish Court to avail itself of that' event, in the Manifesto

which has been since published, that the state of War must equally have arisen

between Great Britain and Spain, had the detention never taken place, and that,

^n point of fact, the rupture ultimately took place upon grounds distinct from,

and totally unconnected with, tliat measure.

The leading circumstances which characterise the reiterated abus? of his Ma-
's moderation, were each of them of a nature to have exhausted any It'ss

settled system of lenity and forbearance. Succours afforded to his enemies ;

explanations refused or evaded after repeated demands ;
conditions violated,

niter distinct notice that on them depended the continuance of Peace. Such ljs

been the conduct of the Spanish Court ;
and it is, under these circumstances, that

his Majesty finds the domineering influence of France exerted, and the Spanish

[Nation in a state of declared and open War.

His Majesty appeals with confidence to all Europe for the acknowledgment of

ins exemplary moderation in the whole course of these transactions. His Ma-

feels with regret the necessity which places him in a state of hostility with

Spain ; and would with heartfelt satisfaction observe, on the part of that Country,

the assumption of a more dignified sense of national importance, and a more ind-.-

pendent exercise of Sovereign rights.

His Majesty would indeed be most happy to discover in the Councils of Spain

a reviving sense of those ancient feelings and honourable propensities which

1-ave at all times been so congenial to the Spanish Character, and which, in better

times, have marked the conduct of its Government. His Majesty will, on Ins

part, eagerly embrace the first opportunity, thus oifercd, of resuming a state of

Peace and Confidence with a Nation which has so many ties of common interest

to connect it with Great Britain, and which he has hitherto been ever disposed to

regard with sentiments of the utmost consideration and esteem.

Doicning Street, Januapj 1805.
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PROCLAMATION BY THE KING.

GEORGE H.

IERl'lAS alarming accounts have boon received that the infectious disease

(which, with H malignancy equalling if not exceeding that of the plague,

lias occasioned a dreadful mortality in several parts of Spain, and in our To-vn and

Garrison of Gibraltar,) lias spread and extended itself to parts of the Coast of the

.Mediterranean; and whereas, from the season of the year in which it has continued

its ravages in those places where it lias already appeared, there is no good ground
of confidence or hope that the comparative coldness and the temperature of

this climate can afford any obstacle to its introduction and progress in our

Kingdom :

And whereas we feel it to be incumbent upon us to employ such means as, nn-

elcr the protection and favour of Divine Providence, may be best calculated to

guard our loving Subjects against the visitation of so dreadful a calamity, we have

thought fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Council, ^o issue this our Royal
Proclamation ;

and we do herein, by and with the advice of our said Council, most

strictly enjoin and command all our loving Subjects, and more especially those,

residing at any of the Sea-port Towns, or in any other places on the Coasts of this

Kingdom, whether they may themselves be liable to quarantine or otherwise, as

they tender the preservation of their own lives, and the safety and welfare of all

llie Inhabitants of this Kingdom, most scrupulously to observe all the laws of

quarantine which now are or may hereafter be in force, and all orders made by
us, with the advice of our Privy Council, or by our Privv Council, under the

authority thereof: and particularly most carefully to avoid any communication

with any Ship or Vessel, or with any person or persons coming therein, from or

through the Mediterranean, or from the AVest Barbary, on the Atlantic Ocean, or

from Cadiz, or other parts of Spain without the Streights, lying to the southward of

Cape St. Vincent, or from any place to which, by our Royal Proclamation, by and

with the advice of our Privy Council, or by our orders in Council, the laws of

quarantine are, or may hereafter, be extended ; or with any Boat or person therein,

coming from or having been on board any such Ship, until such Ship, Vessel, or

Tioat, with the Crews and Persons on board, and the goods, wares, and merchan-

dizes imported therein, shall have performed their quarantine, in such places and

inanner as are or shall hereafter be directed in that behalf, and until they respec-

tively shall have been duly discharged therefrom : And we do further strictly

exhort, enjoin, and command all Magistrates and persons in authority, and all

others our loving Subjects, without loss of time, to give information to us, through
our principal Secretary of State for the Home Department, or to our Privy
Council, of any persons that they may know or believe to have offended against

:iyy of the said laws or orders; and we do hereby warn all persons whom it may
concern, that we have given the strictest orders for enforcing, with the utmost

rigour, the most punctual observance of the laws of quarantine, and all the orders^

rules, and regulations relating thereto, it being our firm determination, upon
,-trious consideration of the great extent of misery and calamity which a single

instance of improvident ly neglecting any of these regulations may bring upon our

loving Subjects, to cause the several Penalties which the law has provided, or

may provide, to be inflicted upon all those who may be guilty qf any offence

against the same :

And whereas it is also necessary to take the utmost precaution to prevent (he

spreading of mfection, in case the said malignant disease, or any other of a con,*
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tagions nature (which God, in his mercy, avert !) should unhappily manifest itself

in any part of our United Kingdom, notwithstanding the precautions taken to

guard against the introduction thereof, we have thought lit, by and with the

advice of our said Council, to take measures for the establishment of a Board of

Health, to consist of Men, able, learned, eminent, and experienced in the study
and practice of physic, together with persons most capable, from their knowledge
of the Ports of our Kingdoms, to afford assistance in the forming of regulations

respectively applicable to the local circumstances of the said Ports; such Bo-trd

to be authorized and directed to prepare and digest the best rules and regulations

for the speedy and effectual adoption of the most approved methods of guarding

against (he introduction and spreading of infection, and for purifying any Ship or

House, or any place in which any contagious disorder may have manifested itself,

and to communicate the same to all Magistrates, Medical Persons, and others of our

loving Subjects, who may be desirous, and may apply to be made acquainted there-

with; and we most strictly enjoin and command all Magistrates and persons in

authority, all Medical Persons, and others our loving Subjects, especially those

within the Maritime Counties, to give immediate notice to us, through our prin-

cipal Secretary of State for the Home Department, or our Privy Council, in case

any person or persons should be attacked with any fever attended with new and

uncommon symptoms, such as to afford ground for apprehension that such fever

is of the same nature as the disorder prevailing in several parts of Spain, and in

Gibraltar, in order that the most immediate and effectual measures may be taken,

as well for affording due and necessary assistance and relief to those afflicted with

the same, as for preventing the contagion from spreading amongst our loving

Subjects.

Given at our Court at the Queen's Palace, the sixth day of February, one

thousand eight hundred and five, and in the forty-fifth year of our Reign.

GOD save the KING !

Copied verbatim from the LONDOX GAZETTE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICF, JAN. 29, 1805.

Copy of a tetter from Eear-Admiral Pussel to William Marsdcn Esq. ; dated oh

board his Majesty's Ship Monmoutli, in Yarmouth Roads, the Wth January, 1805.

SIR,

"IpLEASE to inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Swan

"-Cutter arrived here yesterday with the Dutch Privateer mentioned in my letter

of yesterday. I enclose Lieutenant Wallace's letter to me on the subject.

I am, &c. T. M. RUSSEL.

His Majesty's Hired Cutter Swan, at Sea,

SIR, January 26, 1805.

I beg leave to inform you, I this day gave chase to a Cutter rigged Vessel, and

after a few hours' chase, came up with and took the flip Privateer, belonging to

Holland, having on board eighteen Men. She sailed from Holland on the 19th

instant, had taken only one Brig, which Brig I retook yesterday and sent into

Yarmouth Roads. I beg leave to remain, Sir, &c.

'ff-. \V. R. WALLACE.
Thomas Macnamara Russel, Esq. Rear-Admiral

of the Red, $0. $c. <|-c.

, OtoI*XIII. tJ
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 1, 1805.

Cf>py of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Keith, K.B. Admiral of the Blur",

$(". to William Mursdeti, Esq. ; dated on board his Myesty't Ship the Ardent,,

off Ramtgate, the 31st of January, 1805.

cm,
I enclose, for their Lordships' information, an extract of a letter from Captain

Owen, of his Majesty's Ship Immortalite, to Vice-Admiral Holloway, acquainting
him that a division oi'tlie enemy's Flotilla arrived at Boulogne on the 29th instant,

from the westward
;
and that one of them

(a. Lugger) had been cut off by the

Harpy. I have the honour to be, &c.
KEITH.

Extract of a Letter from Captain Owen, of the JmmortaUtt, off Boulogne, to Vice-

Admiral Holloway, dated 29th ofJanuary, 1805.

A division of seventeen Brigs, three Schooners, four Sloops, a Dogger, and sir-

Luggers, arrived this morning from the westward-; and although I got close enough
to exchange shot with the body of them, the Wind and fee-tide enabled them to-

haul close to the Beach, and pass in that manner. One Lugger had carried away
her fore-mast, and was cut off by the Harpv, whose fire she returned before she

struck. I have seat her to the Downs with the Bruiser.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 9, 1805.

Copy of a Letterfrom Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.B. Commander in Chief of his

Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leeward Islands, to William Alanden, Esq. ;

dated on board the Serapis, at Burbadoes, 16th December, 1801.

SIR,

I transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, tJie

copy of a letter from Captain JS'ourse, of his Majesty's Ship Barbadoes, giving an
account of the capture of 1'Heureux French Privateer, of ten guns and eighty
Men. I am, &c.

SAMUEL HOOD.

SIR, His Majefy's-Ship Barbadoes, at.Sea r November, 180-1.

I have the honour to inform you, his Majesty's Ship under my command this day
captured 1'Heureux, a French Privateer Sloop, of ten six-pounders (thrown over-
hoard, dnring the chase) and eighty Men, out nine days from Guadaloupc, aud
had made no capture. I have the honour to be, Cxc.

JOSEPH NQURSE:
To Commodore Hood, Commander in Chief,

4-
c . $c. 4-c.

Copy of another Letterfrom Commodore Sir Samud Hood, K.B. to W. Mitrsdcn, E.i>j. ;

dated on board the Serapis, at Barbados, 16th December, 1804.

SIR,

I have the satisfaction to send to their Lords'iips th copy of a letter from the
Honourable Captain Cadogan, Commander of his Majesty's Sloop Cyane, giving
ail account of the capture of the Buonaparte Brig Privateer of 18 guns and 1.JO

Men, after a few minutes' running fight, which Captain Cadogan appears to have
executed with judgment. 1 have the honour to be, &c.

SAMUEL HOOD.

SIR, His Majesty's Sloop Ci/aue, off Antigua, 12th Nov. 1801.

I have the honour to inform you, that, on the llth instant, at three A.M. riff

the Island of Manegalante, alter a short chase and running iight of thirty minutes,
[ had the good fortune to come up with and capture le Buonaparte, a very fine.
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Privateer Brig, pierced for 22 guns, mounting 18 long French 8-ponndcrs, and
150 Men. I am happy to add that we have received no material damage in our
jna.sts or hull, and have only a few Men hurt, occasioned by the explosion of a

cartridge on the main-deck. We found the Buonaparte in a very shattered condi-

tion, having lost her fore-mast, bowsprit, and top-masts, in an action with three

English Letters of Marque, three days previous to her capture. I should not do

justice to my feelings were I to omit expressing my thorough satisfaction at the

steady and determined conduct of all the Officers and Crew of the Cvane ; and

Although the state of the Vessel was such as not to call forth any extraordinary
exertions on their part, I feel confident that whenever chance may give them an

opportunity, they will d? ample justice tp the character which in my opinion they
>o justly deserve. I have the houour.tobe, &c.

GEORQE .CADOGAX.
Su.mu.cl Hood., Esq. Commodore, and.Commander

in Ckief, cij-c. <|-c. ij-c.

fopy of a Letterfrom Captain Lord Mark Pobcrt Kerr, -of his Majest>f-s Ship Fis-

ganl, to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated at Sea, the 24tfr of December, 1804.

SIR,

I enclose, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the

copy ofa letter which I have forwarded to Lord Viscount Nelson.

I have the konour to be, &c.
M. R. KERR.

MY LORD, His Majesty's Ship Fisgard, at Sea, Dec. 22, 1804.. ,

I beg to inform you, that, according to your orders, I proceeded and joined Sir

Richard Strachan, Bart, off Cape St. Mary's, and was by him sent into Lisbon^ to

complete. On my return from that Port to join your Lordship, in lat. 371 N.,

lone. 13 40' W., I captured a French Ship Letter of Marque, le Tigre, (formerly
the Angola of Liverpool,) from Cayenne to Cadiz

; pierced for 16 guns, and

having fourteen mounted ;
viz. twelve 18-pund carronades, and two brass guns,

4-pounders, (and four in her hold,) ballasted in mahogany and dry wood, having
on board 40 Men. She was out 56 day?, and had captured an English Brig from

^London to St. Michael's :,
whose Master and jCrew we found on board.

I have the honour to be, &cc.

M. R, KERR.

ADMIRA'LTV-OFF.ICE, FEB. 16, 1803.

fjitract of a Letterfrom Vice-Admiral Rainier, Commander in Chief of his Mtifeftifs

Ships and Vessels in the East Indies, to William Marsden, Esq.; dated in Manga-
,lore Road, the 10th of March, 1804.

Three Privateers have been captured by his Majesty's Ships, as follow :

L'Espiegle, of two guns, by Dedaigneuse.
Le Passe par Tout, (Chasse Maree), of two guns and six swivels, by St.

Fiorenzo.

Les Frercs U.nis, of eight guns, by the Caroline.

ADMJRAI.TY-OFFICE, PE1J. 19, 1805.

.Copy of Letter from, tke Honourable William Comicallis, K.B. Admi-ral of the

White, <|r. to ft'UHam Marsden, Esq. dated on board thf Ville de Paris, o/
Ushant, the 13th of February, 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners

*f the Admiralty, a letter to me from Captain Poyutz, of,the Mclaiupus, and one
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from Lieutenant Nicholson, commanding the Frisk Cutter, giving accounts of the

capture oi'the enemy's Gun-vessels therein mentioned.

I have the honour to be, &c.
W. CORNWALLIS.

sin, Melampus, Off Ushan t, Feb. 1 3, 1805.

I have the honour to inform you, that I, this morning, fell in with and caplured
two Gun-brigs, carrying two long 24-pounders, and one 18-poimcler each, having
on board 50 Men, the greater part Soldiers; also four Luggers, mounting one

long 18-pounder each, manned with 25 Men, mostly Soldiers.

These Vessels are part of 27 of the same description, from Bonrdeaux to Brest
;

two more were captured (Lugger- rigged) eiirly the same morning by the Rhoda
and Frisk armed Cutters. I have the honour to be, &c.

To the Honourable William Cornwallis, S. POYNTS.
#c. #c. $c.

His Majesty's Hired Cutter Frisk, at Sea,

SIR, 13th February, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, at daylight yesterday, (the Rhoda
Cutter in company,) I discovered ten Sail of the enemy's Gun-vessels and Ln%-.

gers had come through the Passage du Raz, and the Wind blowing fresh to the

eastward, they were not able to get to windward : I immediately gave chase to

the weathermost, a Lugger, and at half-past seven (Point du Raz S.S.W., distant

five miles) I captured her, and sent her to Plymouth. She proves to be No.

288, Gun-vessel, mounting one long 24-pounder, with 25 Men, 20 of whom are

Troops of the 44th Regiment, commanded by Mons. P. Roux, Enseigne de
Vaisseau. At half-past eleven the Melampus hove in sight to leeward.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Honourable William Cornwallis. JAMES NICHOLSON,

Imperial parliament,

flOUSE OF LORDS, TUESDAY, JAN. 15.

NAVAL DEBATES.

(Invasion Spanish Frigatcs-r-Message respecting Peace.)

T ORD ELLIOT, who rose to move the Address, observed, that notwith-
^^

standing all the boasted preparations of France, the Invasion with which we
Lad so long been threatened had not yet been undertaken. It must certainly be

matter of satisfaction to their Lordships and the nation at large, that the wise

measures adopted by his Majesty's Government had deterred the enemy from

any attempt of the kind
; for, though no man could entertain any apprehension

for the result, the landing of any considerable hostile force could not fail to be
attended with disagreeable consequences, in a country abounding with wealth,
and long accustomed to internal tranquillity. But if this consideration afforded

satisfaction, it was also a just ground of pride, when it was recollected that we
yrers not indebted for this delay to any moderation on the part of the enemy, or

to any deficiency of preparation on his part. It was the effect of the wisdom of

his Majesty's Councils of the vigour and unanimity of Parliament in support of

the War of the strength and discipline of our military and naval force of the

confidence and energy of the people. He had little to say in adverting to the

second point of his Majesty's Speech;. When the documents respecting the con-

duct of the Court of Spain were laid before Parliament, their Lordships would have
an opportunity of coming regularly to the discussion oi' that subject. At. present

they were not called upon to pronoum-e any op.nion. He must however make
this observation, that the forbearance which Ins Majesty's Ministers had already

displayed with
respect

to Spain, afforded the strongest evidence that they had not
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acted hostiL-Iy till hostility became unavoidable. Spain had ever since the com-
mencement of the War been affording to France the means of carrying on the con-
test against us. It was not, therefore, merely the question of justice, which their

Lordships would have before them, in considering the rupture with Spain, but
that of its expediency, as well as the manner in which it has taken place. The
general conduct of the French Government afforded little hope of any sincere
desire on its part for Peace. The language of that Govermmnt was now,
however, very different from that which it used at the commencement of the

War, when it was boasted that England could not contend single-handed with
France. That boast was now given up, and an anxious desire for Peace substi-

tuted in its stead. He could not pretend to explain the views with which these
overtures were made. The enemy might have various motives. He might hope
to embarrass the Government, to create divisions in Parliament, or discontent ia

the country, by exciting too eager a desire for Peace.
Lord Gwiidir seconded the Address. Though the Noble Lord who had just sat

down had left him little to say, he could not help noticing the imposing situation

in which this country stood at the present moment. Safe at home, and respectable
Abroad, his Majesty might now, indeed, listen to propositions from the enemy,
After two years, he found all his threats of invasion impracticable, and saw this

country placed in a very different situation from what it was at the commencement
of the War. He has not dared to undertake the great expedition with which he

vainly hoped to subject a free and loyal people ;
but finds his Fleets and his

Flotillas confined to his Shores, and compelled to seek shelter under his Batteries.

With regard to the rupture with Spain, he was convinced that when the documents
on that subject were laid before the House, their Lordships would find that the

measure was indispensable. Explanations had been demanded of the Court of

Spain, and refused, and new engagements had been made between that Court and
the French Government, under an offensive treaty entered into with the, enemy.
It could not, therefore, be said, that Ministers had been precipitate in their con-

duct towards Spain, unless it was to be contended that the convenience of the

enemy only ought to be consulted, and War entered into or not, just as it suited

him. Were his Majesty's Ministers, by their forbearance, to permit the enemy to

receive from another Power supplies, which were to be employed with the avowed
view of effecting the ruin of this country ? As the nature of the communication
from the enemy was not known, the Address very properly did not pledge their

Lordships to any thing beyond what the interests of humanity and the welfare

of the country required. They wll knew, that no Peace could be secure which
was not founded on the permanent and immutable interests, not only of the

British Empire, but of all the States of Europe. It was not a Peace of mere words,
a hollow and fallacious treaty like the last [ cry of Hear ! Hear .' from the Oppo-

sition] that could give safety or confidence to the country. It was necessary not

to forget the lessons of experience so recently received. The concessions impru-

dently made, in concluding the last Peace, had induced the enemy to regard
Great Britain as a vanquished nation.* At last it was found that the country-
had no alternative but Peace with degradation, or Hostilities with honour. The

people indignantly rejected the profered disgrace, and unanimously approved the

War. If the propositions made by the enemy be sincere and honourable, great

indeed and sudden must have been the change which has taken place in his dis-

position. But whatever ground there may be to hope for Peace, the country must

be prepared for War. If farther sacrifices were necessary, they would be cheer-

fully made
;

for no sacrifices could be too great, when compared with the impor-
tance of the objects to be attained. Impressed with these views, he was proud to

second the Address which his Noble Friend had proposed.
Lord Huickesbury thus concluded his speech : One observation more, however,

he would take the liberty of making. It related to the order for detaining the

Spanish Frigates. It- was important to be understood, that that order was not the

cause of the War. That transaction, which he would contend was justifiable on

every principle of the Law of Nations and of self-defence, had nothing to do with

die question of War or Peace with Spain. The fact was, that previous discussions

had taken place ; that, previous to that event, his Majesty's Minister had de-

manded distinct explanations on certain points from the Cabinet of Madrid. It

wus also a iact, that his
passports

were demanded and received, and hi* mission
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completely at an end before the news of tin 1 detention of the, Frigatrs reacbec] the

Court of Spain, lie did not mran to state? this as the justification of the detention

nf the Spanish Frigates, hut he thought it necessary to take this opportunity of

declaring that the Wat did riot spring from that cause. The situation of the: coun-

try was trul v a proud one. The War was commenced with a declaration, that the

whole force'of France was to be employed in a descent on the British Shores.

Looking at the preparations the enemy has made, it must he evident that this was

DO inconMderable unmeaning boast; yet two years have passed away, and no

attempt has been made to carry it into execution. The spirit and energy of this

country has rendered all the plans of the enemy abortive. The military and naval

force of the country, now actually embodied, amounts to between 6 and 700,000
Men

; a force which, either taken positively, or with respect to the population, is

greater than any other country of a similar extent ever maintained. It was only by
keeping up this force that the country could be rendered invulnerable. It was by
the spirit aad energy of the country that permanent security was to be obtained,

and he was happy to declare that spirit and energy never were so high as at the

present moment.
Lord Grcuvillc had but a word or two to say upon two points of the Speech, and

with respect to the overtures from France. It was impossible to say more than

the Address did, without the nature of the communication, anM the proposed terms

weze known
;
but it was witli great satisfaction he heard that it was resolved to pay

<hie attention to our future security, which could only be gained by also consulting
the security of the rest of Europe. He could not, however, agree with the Noble,

Lord, that the mere naked fact of some of the treasures of Spain being destined

for France, a sufficient proof of the justice of our cause. He hoped and trusted

that the documents to be produced, would prove us in the right of our conduct.

Never let us suffer the just rights of our own country to be invaded, but at the

same time let not our selfish feelings make us forget the rights of others. With

respect to other topics that have fallen from Noble Lords this day, I shall not

detain you with any observations now. The state of our force, the magnitude of

our preparations, and the security which we enjoy, will all be the subject of

future discussion. In the mean time I cannot hear it made the source of self-con-

gratulation, and of panegyric, tliat we have been near two years at War, and yet
have not been invaded. I confess that this is no great cause of triumph and I

hope that we shall reap other laurels from the strength, spirit, and zeal of our Armies
and Navies, than the mere boast that the enemy has not landed on our Shores.

My Lords, I concur in the Motion for the Address, and I again express my sin-

cere satisfaction at the sentiment which has be,en so unequivocally declared to-

day, that it is only in communion with the great powers of Europe that we cu4
Jisjen to any terms of pacification with the Government of France.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Mr. Fox thus concluded an admirable speech :-*-One word he should say on the

subject of that transaction, respecting which his Majesty had given directions to

lay certain Papers before the House. As it was impossible to anticipate their con-

tents, it would be but to prejudge the question to say any thing now on that sub-

ject. Yet he could not but admit, that on the ikst view, the capture of the Spa-
nish Frigates, as Frigates, appeared a measure nnseemly to the honour of the
nation. If that could be done away by a statement of facts, he should rejoice in

the circumstance. But he was sure there never had been a time when it was more

necessary that the lionour and integrity of the nation should be maintained pure
and inviolate. In the Speech, the outrages committed by the French Govern-
ment had been adverted to, and he was ready to admit that the outrages were
undoubted, and such as could not fail to call forth the unqualified disapprobation
of every one who set any value upon the laws of nations, and the established

rights of civilized society. But if, after having engaged in the War, we were

disposed to change the ground of the War
;

ifwe meant to stand for right and mo-
deration, we should take care to be clear of any imputation of violence

;
if WQ

were to engage in a new War on a new ground, we should prove to the world,
whilst we were advocating justice and moderation, we were ourselves just and
moderate. We should act so that surrounding nations might not perceive that
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au-ts of violence and outrage were committed on both sides; that they should not
conclude that two great nations vie with each other only in outrage, aggressions,
and violence, and that the smaller independent States were to be the ^sacrifice.

He hoped and trusted that this subject would be
fully and

satisfactorily explained.
He was confident, that when the question should be under discussion, they would
come to rts consideration without any partiality to our own Government, or the ex-
clusive interests of our country, without any prejudice against the cause of Spain;
and that they would look upon themselves as bound to prove to the world, that in

entering into this War, we had acted under the influence of necessity, and in con-

formity with the strict and immutable principle of the laws of nations. He had
thought it necessary to say thus much previous to the question being put, in ex-

planation of his sentiments with respect to the matter of the Speech.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, he should only advert to those point*

which had been touched upon by that Hon. Gentleman, and principally fhe Crst

he had mentioned, in which he had expressed a doubt as to the propriety of

calling on the House to approve the wisdom of his Majesty's determination not Icr

make any further communication with respect to the pacific propositions, until he
should communicate with certain Powers, and especially with the Emperor of

Russia, of whom his Majesty had spoken in terms which he trusted would afford*

satisfaction to every Member of ihat House. He agreed that it was impossible for

the House, by its vote of this night, to pledge itself implicitly to any measure
founded on the communication- in his Majesty's Speech. But if his Majesty-

expressed his confidence that the House would concur in every measure necessary
for the security of the Empire, if he particularly directed their attention to cer--

tain points arising out of the wise, noble, and magnanimous conduct of the

Emperor of Russia, which were important to the security and independence of

Europe, he trusted that all those who were of opinion that the comnHinding-
skuation of this country would have a considerable influence on tne state of

Europe, would agree to the magnitude and independence of such considerations,
and the necessity of communicating with that august Monarch. There would be
another occasion for inquiring into the grounds of his Majesty's -determination,
when the documents would be before the House, and it would be regular for

them to consider the question. Then it would 'be open for every gentleman to

inquire into the grounds on which this determination rests, and to shape his con-

duct accordingly. It would be obvious to every Hon. Member, that there were
certain periods in the connexions between states, when it would be imprudent'
and impolitic to publish or explain altogether the nature of them; and he trusted

that Gentlemen would not look upon him as called on to give a further explana-
tion on this subject, than was contained in the Speech.
Mr. Windhain will obtain the gratitude of Naval Men, by the notice which he

took of the situation of Captain Wright :

" As to the aggressions on the part of France, and the acts 6f rioleHce of it*

Government, those circumstances referring to the communication which, hpd

recently been made, and his Majesty's Speech alluded to, Paid the foundation of

a more extended view of the subject. It was clar that France had been
guilty

of a violation of the Law of Nations, which we ought by no means to lose sight of,

particularly in the instance of Captain Wright, a Gentleman in the British Navy,
taken fighting on board his own Ship. Without the smallest pretext, he had been '

withdrawn from the operations of the laws of War, and for a long time confined a,

close prisoner at Ghent, where probably he still remained. He did not wish for

any answer or observation from the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon this sub-

ject at present. He only mentioned it that Ministers might know it would
Hereafter be a matter of discussion. He only wished to recall it to their minds, to.

show that it was a subject which was in the minds and hearts of the people of this

country ;
and to recommend it to them, if the French Government were doing any

thing to tamper with the person to whom he had alluded, to make every necessary

inquiry. He hoped that the case of that Gentleman was one of the objects of,

this very communication on the part of the French Government. If not, he trusted,

it would be brought in aid of their endeavours to bring about a reconciliation, if

they were sincere. If the means of obtaining satisfaction on this point failed, he

expected Ministers would hare recourse to reprisals against persons who shou.14

I
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be in similar situations in this country. It was not necessary to dwell further cpofl
the time of the House."

JANUARY 16.

The Ninth Report of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry was presented by
Mr. Williams, Secretary to the Board of Naval Inquiry. Ordered to lie on the

table, and be printed for the use of the Members.
Mr. Rowc, from the Commissioners of Customs, appeared at the Bar, and pre-

sented, pursuant to Act of Parliament, certain Accounts with respect to prohi-
bited East India Goods imported, exported, and warehoused ;

and also to Naval
Stores imported from Russia

; together with a List of the Officers of the Customs.

Ordered to lie on the table.

JANUARY 22.

On the motion of Mr. Huskisson, the following Estimates were ordered to be
laid before the House

;
and that an Address should be presented to his Majesty,

&c. pursuant to said Order.

An estimate of the ordinary Expenses of the Navy, for the year 1805, including
an estimate of the Half Pay of Officers of the Navy and Mtfrines, who had beea

tinployed during the last War.
An Estimate of the probable Expense of Building and Re-building of Ships ia

his Majesty's Dock-yards, above the wear and tear, &c.
An account of the Navy Debt on the 31st December, 1804.

An Estimate of the Expense of the Transport Service for the year 1805,
and also of the money that may be wanted for hiring Transports for the santc

period.

JANUARY 23.

The House went into a Committee of Supply, and Sir Evan Nepean moved the

following Resolutions, viz.

That the number of 120,000 Seamen be employed for the service of the year-
1805. That a sum not exceeding 2,886,0001. be granted for the payment of these

Seamen. That a sum not exceeding 2,964,0001. be granted for victualling them.

That 4,680,0001. be granted for wear and tear of Vessels ; and that 390,0001. be

granted to his Majesty, for Ordnance and Sea Stores.

Mr. Johnstone wished to know what number of Seamen and Marines were now
ia the Service. About eight months ago he understood the number to be about

100,000.
Sir Evan Nepean said, he could not exactly state the. precise amount, but,

according to the best of his information, he supposed the number of Seanu-n and
Marines to be about 107,000 or 108,000. The several Resolutions were agreed
to j the House resumed, and the Report was ordered to be received to-morrow.

JANUARY 25.

A Person from the Commissioners of Excise and Customs in Scotland, presented
an account of the number of Vessels employed in the Coasting Trade of Scot-

land.

An account of the number of Vessels from Scotland, employed in the Fisheries

in Da vis's Straits.

Also, from the Commissioners of the Northern Light House, an abstract of
their Accounts, and an account of the duties for its support.

JANUARY 31.

SIR HOME POPHAM.
Mr. Kinmrird gave notice, that he should, on Tuesday next, move that there

be laid before the House certain documents from the Report made by the Navy
Board to the Lords of the Admiralty, respecting certain repairs due to the Squa-
dron of Ships under the command of Sir Home Popham in the Red Sea, con-

sisting of the Romney, the Nassau, and le Sensible ;
and if, when those Papers

should be laid before the House, they should be found to contain such matters as

he was taught to expect, he thought it fair to give notice that he should follow

up the inquiry to its utmost extent,
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NAVAL INQUIRY.
Mr. Giles, adverting to the Commission of Naval Inquiry, stated, tliat, ac-

cording to the Act under which that Commission was constituted, it was to con-
tinue for two years, from the 22d of Decerjber, 1802, audio the end of the then
next Session of Parliament. As this Session did not commence as early as usual,
aud as the time specified expired on the 22d of last December, he apprehended
that, according to the letter of the Act alluded to, the existence ofthe Commission
Jor Naval Inquiry would terminate a year sooner than was originally intended.
He therefore wished to know whether it was the intention of any of his Majesty's
Ministers to bring forward a Bill for the continuance of this Act to the period
originally designed ?

No answer being returned, Mr. Giles announced his intention of moving on
Monday fortnight for leave to briug in a Bill for the purpose of continuing the
Act referred to.

Sir Evan Nepean presented an account of the Navy Debt for 1804.

QUARANTINE.
Mr. Rose presented the Bill for the amendment of the Quarantine Act. The

Bill having been read a first time,

Mr. Rose thought it his duty to call the attention of the House to the provisions
contained in it. The Bill passed in 40th Geo. Ill had placed the performance
of Quarantine under various regulations, which were to be performed according
to orders to be issued by his Majesty in Council, in virtue of powers vested by
that Act. At present it was intended to increase these powers, so that the neces-

sary precautions may be applied, not only in case of plague but of every other

infectious disease. The Bill now before the House -went also to give similar

powers with respect to Vessels on board of which any infection may have broken
out at Sea, though that Vessel may not have sailed from an infected place.
This Bill also was designed to give powers to force back, on hoard their Ships,

persons escaping from Quarantine ;
or to put them to death if they should resist

such force : also a clause to indemnify his Majesty's Privy Council, for their

conduct with respect to Vessels which arrived from Gibraltar, and part of the

Crew of which had 'landed under circumstances certainly very much to be com-

passionated. The Vessel had come from Gibraltar to Falmouth, whence she was
ordered round to Stokes Bay, the place appointed for the performance of Qua-
rantine

;
but in coming round she was wrecked, and part of the Crew escaped to

a Village near Chichester, where they were discovered at a Public-House, and
sent back to the proper place for performing the remainder of their Quarantine.
The Bill was ordered to be read a second time.

Mr. Kinnuird gave notice, that in addition to the Papers he had alluded to,

(Jan. 31,) it was liis intention to move to-morrow for an account of the repairs of

his Majesty's Ship Romney, at Sheerness, in the year 1 S300 ;
also an account of

the repairs of the Ships in the lied Sea, under the command of Sir Home Pop-
ham

;
and copies of the Letters of Marquis Wellesley on that subject.

PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND.

Mr. Johnstone, in rising to move the House on this subject, thought it suffi-

ciently proved, that he did not mean to trouble the House causelessly, when he

stated, thnt on a ballot at the India House, relative to the proposed establishment

at that Island, there were 3i'5 out of 736 against the question ;
which was thus

carried by a majority of only 86. The papers he meant to move for were merely
such as were necessary to put the House in possession of the subject. He then

moved for a copy of Lord Castlereagh's Letter, dated 9th Sept. 1804, to the

Chairman of the Court of Directors, relative to the Prince of Wales Island, with

the enclosures contained in that Letter ;
also Copies of the estimates of building

74 gun Ships, and 36 gun Frigates, at Bombay ; Copies of the Letters oi Sir A.

Snape Hammond to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, relative to Prince of

Wales Island ;
also an account of the proceedings of the Board of Controul, and

the Court of Directors, relative to an establishment on that Island, so far as the

same may be disclosed without detriment to the public service. Ordered.

, Cfcron. Eol.XIII. x
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NAVAL INQUIRY.
Mr. Crcery said, that understanding a Commission had been issued, granting

great and extraordinary power* to (hose to whom it was addressed, lor acting on
iho reports of tlie existing Commission of Xaval Inquiry, he should move "That
an huriible address he presented lo his Majesty, praying that his Majesty weuld
bo graciously pleased to order the proper Officer to lay IK: lore the Ilouse a Copy of

the Commission lately issued by the Crown to Sir Charles Middloton, and others,

authorising them 16 act according as they should deein r'.-ht, , ;th respect to cer-

tain subjects contained in the reports of the Commissioners of Is aval Inquiry."
The Chancellor of the Exchequer sard, tliis Commission did not answer cither to

the description given of it in the motion, or to that which the Hon. Gentleman

gave m the observation with which lie prefaced the motion. The Hon. Gentle-
man had described the Commission as giving large discretionary powers ;

it gave
no such powers, it limited precisely the powers it gave, and the objects of these

powers. The Commissioners were only empowered to digest and report to the

Admiralty the best means of carrying into execution such reforms as should ap-

pear to them to be proper, in consequence of the Reports of the Commissioners
wf Xaval Inquiry. This was the whole of the discretion granted to them. H
had IK> objection to the production of the Commission

;
he only said thus much,

to prevent its being understood that such an unlimited discretion was given as the

lion. Gentleman supposed. A copy of the Commission w as ordered.

We shall continue to pay every attention to such parts of the Parliamentary Debates

as are connected with the Naval History of the present period : but perhapsfrom
the press of other articles this will be repeated at intervals: only being careful
that it may tend to form a complete historic narrative when the Volume ii ftw-

fUted.

FOREIGN REPORTS.

EAST INDIES.

Admiral P. RAINIXR.

6'ir EDWARD PELLEW.

private letters from Bencoolen, we find, that the Expedition which had
been fitted out at that Settlement, had sailed for Mouchie, and dropped

anchor before that Fort on the 14th April last.

Our demand against the Rajah of the place not having been acceded to, the

Ships were moored within pistol shot of the walls of the Fort, and, after battering
for some time, the place was stormed with the loss of about 50 killed and wounded
on our part.
The Ships suffered a little in their masts and rigging ;

83 pieces of cannon were
found in the Fort.

The terms granted to the enemy were the same offered to them previous to the
storm, viz. to make good the value of the Ship Crescent, plundered at Muchie
some time since, and to reimburse us the expense of the Expedition fitted out

against them : these terms were
finally agreed to, and six Chiefs delivered up as

hostages for their due performance.
It may not be uninteresting to the Public, to know by what means the Prince

of Wales Island came into the possession of the East India Company. The late

Captain Light formed an alliance with a daughter of the Kin? of Quedda this
Island was given to him as her portion. After some time, the Kiu of Quedda
conceived the growing importance of this Island, with the Trade, w-orth conten-
tion. He, therefore, made hostile demonstrations, which Captain Light most
ably diverted, by pecuniary arrangement, which secured it to the Company.We have now, the more

effectually to establish Our security, obtained a
of a part of the opposite Cyast.
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A Ship of 74 guns, of teak wood, is ordered to be built at Bombay, for his

Majesty's Navy.
WEST INDIES.

Admiral Sir J. T. DUCKWORTH, A'. E. Jamaica.

Rear-Admiral J. R. DACRLS. .

,

A NAVAL Hospital is to be established at Barbadoes, for the purpose of re-

ceiving the Seamen on that Station.

Two of our GuiiK-amen, the Ann and Diana, of Liverpool, have been captured
by the French Privateer la DaJiie Ainhert, and carried into Guadaloupe. She
fell in with them 100 leagues to windward of Barbadoes, and engaged them both
at tin- same time

; having boarded one, the other attempted to escape ; but the

Privateer immediately pursued and came up with her. The Ann and Diana had
been both under Convoy, and were armed Ships, the one carrying 22, and the

other 18 guns ; bat they were much encumbered with slaves, having nearly 600
on board. The Privateer mounted sixteen 12-pound carronades, and was full

of Men.

Barbadoes, Nor. 16. It is with great satisfaction that I inform you of the cap-
ture of the Buonaparte Privateer, which has done so much mischief to our Trade
in the West Indies for a considerable, time past. You may recollect, that in my
last I pave von a circumstantial account of a severe engagement which had taken

place near Barbadoes, between this Privateer, and the Ceres, Penelope, and
Thetis, Merchantmen, and in which the Privateer was so ill treated, that she lay
like a log in the water. Information of her situation being given at Bar'oadoes by
the Merchantmen, a stout Privateer was sent in quest of her, which, however,
had not the good fortune to fall in with her, In the course of a day or two

afterwards, the Cyane Sloop of War met with her in a very shattered condition,

its she was making the best of her way to Guadaloupe to refit, and without diffi-

culty i.'iade a prize of her, and carried her into Antigua on the llth of No-
vember.

Nor. 26. The blockade of the Island of Cnracoa was raised on the 16th of

October, after an Oflicer from an English Frigate had been on Shore to exchange
Prisoners.

FROM THE JAMAICA GAZETTE.

Oct. 20. The French National Lujraer Hazard, from Guadaloupe, hound to

Curacoa, a prize to the Echo Sloop of War, arrived here on Tuesday evening.

AW 3. On Tuesday se'nni"ht, a Seaman was apprehended at the Old Har-

bour, by the Officers belonging to 1'Heicule Tender, charged with being one of

the Crew of the llermoine Frigate at the tims of the mutiny. Several deserters

from his Majesty's Ships were apprehended at the same time.

The Blanche Frigate, Captain Mudge, arrived the same day from a cruise off

St. Domingo, with a Spanish Schooner, which she detained ;
and a French

Schooner, from France, bound to St. Domingo, with dispatches (which have been

saved,) for General Ferrand.

The Mornc Fortunee Brig which arrived at Barbadoes on the 22d October, and

at Jamaica the 30th, carnc-d out to our Naval and Military Commanders, inti-

mation of the probability of a rupture with Spain. Orders were in consequence

given for the detention of all Spanish Vessels, and several were accordingly

stopped by the Blanche, Echo, and Suffisante.

The Penguin Frigate is arrived with the Fleet from Portsmouth.

The following Decree has been issued by his Imperial Majesty of Hayti :-*

"
Jaques, Emperor of Hayti, directs the following Ordinance to be carried into

effect throughout his Dominions : -All Vessels, to whatever Nation belonging,

that shall introduce spirituous liquors into this Island, shall be liable to pay *

duty of two dollars per gallon on the liquor thus imported.
"
By the Euxperor,

'

Boltrond Tonnere?
"'
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The following Letters respecting the Action between (lie Merchant Ship Thcti,
and the Buonaparte Privateer, of 20 guiis, are particularly interesting.

" OH board the Ceres, Bridge-Town, Barbadoes, Nov. 10, 1804.
" I am happy to inform you of my safe arrival here, in company with the Pe-

nelope and Thetis. The day we came in we fell in with the Buonaparte* French

Privateer, of 120 guns, which bore down upon us, and commenced a very heavy
fire, which we returned as warm as possible. She attempted to board the Thetis,

and, in the act, lost her bowsprit, and soon after ber foremast went over the side

a fortunate circumstance, as I understand she was the terror of the West In-

dies. She sent a challenge here by an American, the day before we arrived, to

any of our Sloops of War to fight her. W'e understand she had beyten off one

of them. The action was very smart for about two hours : we began firing at nine

o'clock in the morning, and did not leave off till half niter twelve. My Ship was
on fire three times hy neglect of the people with their cartridges. She once got
on fire in the Cabin

;
but by the exertions of the Crew, it was soon extinguished.

They behaved with the greatest spirit; and, I believe, would have fought to the

last, though one half of them were Foreigners. I had several shot in tfce hull,

and my rigging and sails were very much cut. The small shot and grape came,

on board us like hail, though they did not hit one Man. I had two Men blown

up by the cartridges taking fire, who arc very much burnt."

" On board the Penelope, Bridge-Town, Barbadoes, Nov. 10, 1804.

" I arrived here safe, after a passage of thirty-three days, in company with

the Ceres and Thelis, and shall be detained here some time to refit
; having on

the 8th inst., inlat. 13 26' N., long. 57' 30' W., had an engagement with the

Buonaparte Privateer, of 22 guns, and 250 men, for three hours ;
in which en-

gagement we had ten of our guns dismounted, which I must repair here, and like-

wise replenish our powder, I suppose I shall be ready for Sea by the 13'h. I

a.m sorry to say Mr. Lindo was killed in the engagement ;
and his poor wife is very

disconsolate. I wish her fo return home from hence, but she refuses. I send

this by the Burton, of Liverpool, who is now under weigh, or otherwise would be

more particular. The Action commenced at nine A. M., and we engaged until

half past meridian, when we left off chase. The Privateer lost her bowsprit
and foremast in attempting to board the Thetis, who had two Men lulled and fiva

wounded."

The following is a copy of the Captain's letter to his owners :

" Messrs. SUART, HEESMAN, and Co.

" GENTLEMEN, " Barbudocs, Nov. 10, 1804.

" I arrived here, in company with the Ceres and Penelope, last evening. On
the 8th instant, at seven A.M. seeing a strange Sail and a suspicious one

( being
Commodore) I made a signal for an enemy, and to haul oar Wind on the larboard

t;ick to meet her, At nine we met
;
she kept English colours flying till after

firing two broadsides. Seeing him attempt to lay us alongside to leeward, thought
it better to have him to windward, so wore Ship on the other tack

;
lie was then

on our quarter, and lashed himself to our mizen chains : the contest then became

desperate for one hour; they set us on fire twice on the quarter deck, with stink

pots and other combustibles, and made four very daring attempts to board, with at

least eighty Men, out of their rigging, foretqp, and bowsprit, but were most boldly

repulsed by every Man and Boy in the Ship. At the conclusion, a double-headed

shot, from our aftermost gun, carried away his foremast hy the board
;
that took

away his bowsprit and main-top-gallant-mast. He then thought it was time to

cast us off. ftot less than fifty Men fell with the Wreck. We then hauled our
Wind as well as we could, to knot, splice, and repair our rigging for the time ;

which gave the other Ships an opportunity to play upon the enemy ;
but being a

little to leeward, had not so good an effect. A short time afterwards, wore Ship
/or him again, with the other Ships, and engaged him for about an hour more

; but
'

, __^_______ .

*
Probably the same Ship that had a gallant action with the Hippomenes.

See Vol. XII, page 492.
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finding it impossible to take him, Owing to his number of Men, and no Surgeon
to dress our wounded, I thought it best to steer our course for this Island.

" Her name is the Buonaparte, of 20 9-pounders, and upwards of 200 Men.
J. had 18 6-pounders, and 45 Men, 19 never at Sea before, Boys and Landiueu.

" As to the behaviour of my whole Crew, to a Man they were steady, and
determined to defend the Ship whilst there was one left alive. I had two killed
and nine wounded

j
their names are at loot.

" On our arrival, Commodore Hood paid us everv attention, sent the Surgeon
and Mate to dress the wounded, also Men to assist the Ship to anchor, and "ave
me a written protection for my Crew.
" I cannot conclude without mentioning the gallant and spirited conduct of Mr.

Dobbs, a AlidJiipman (Passenger with me), who acted as Captain of Marines, and
during the Action fought like a brave fellow, as well as exciting in the minds of
he Crew unconquerable zeal.
" We are much shattered in our hull, sail?, and rigging ; it will take us two days

before we can be ready for Sea.
" I remain, in haste, Gentlemen,

" Your very obedient servant,
" JOHN CHARNLEY."

" LIST OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED.
' Killed. Thomas Duncan, Seaman

; James Donaldson, Landman.
"
Dangerously wounded. James Knipe, Carpenter ;

William Cane, Seaman
;

John Dale, ditto
;
Pat. Murman, Landman

; Robert Newton, Apprentice.
"

Slightly wounded. Robert Lambert, Second Mate ; John Bishop, half

Seaman ; James M'Donald, Seaman
;
Daniel M'Carty, Cook's Mate."

Another letter from Captain Charnley to his friend in Lancaster, dated Barba-

does, Xov. 13, mentions that the wounded Men were in a fair way of recovery,
and all went inco the Royal Hospital that day. He says,

" the Buonaparte Priva-

teer is the completes! Ship in these Seas. She made too certain of us. Freers,

rny first Mate, behaved most gallantly, and fought hkealion; so did Lambert,

my second Mate. Indeed I cannot say enough tor every Man and B^y in the

Ship ;
the greatest part of them stripped and lought naked, and I am sure would

have died sooner than have been carried. There was one hour's hard work, I

assure you : I was near going frequently, as they fired several musket balls through

my clothes."

The Barbadoes Mercury of November 10, gives a similar account to the above,
under the head,

"DEFEAT OF BUOXAPARTE, not the great ! ! !

" BUT
" Celebrated Privateer of Guadalmtpe."

The Lieutenant-Governor Nugent opened the General Assembly on the 23d
of October, 1804, at Jamaica, with the following Speech :

" Gentlemen cf the Council,
" 3Ir, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

" It gives me the highest gratification to meet you under auspices so much more
favourable for the Island titan on former occasions, the seasonable rains having

providentially returned to reward vour industrious exertions ;
and I have also to

congratulate you upon the early attention paid by the British Government to the

safety of Jamaica, by the removal of the numerous French Prisoners to Europe,
under circumstances of peculiar difficulty and embarrassment.

" I am commanded to acquaint you, that the War which was so unjustly pro-
voked by the ambition of France, is directed with increased energy by that Power
for the overthrow of the British Empire. His Majesty, however, feels the fullest

confidence, from the justice of his cause, and the spirit and liberality of his sub-

jects, that all the attempts of the enemy will be completely defeated, and his arms

ultimately crowned with success. He derives this confident expectation from the

blessing of Providence, from the unexampled zeal of his subjects. in forming them-

selves to the use of arm*, and their undiminished cheerfulness in submitting to the

extraordinary burthens which public exigencies have occasioned.
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" Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,
" His Majesty feels a similar confidence in your attachment ;

his attention wilt

he always extended to your safety and protection, and he doubts not that lie shall

receive snch support from your liberality, as will enable him to fulfil those objects
with the smallest possible burthen to tlie subjects of the United Kingdom, who arc

already so deeply charged by the expenses of a War, which, if disastrous to Great

Britain, must necessarily be so to Jamaica.

" Gentlemen of the Council,
" Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

" I have only to renew my assurances of hearty co-operation with you in everj
measure which may best promote the welfare, and tend to the security and tran-

quillity of this Island."

The answer of the Council is a direct echo to the Speech, without particularly

alluding to the contributions they might be called on for. The House of Assem-

bly, in their Answer, observes,
" that they reflected with pleasure, that thev had

always contributed their full proportion to the expenses of the State." This is the

vejy point on which the differences have turned for several years between the

Governors and the Assemblies of this Island.

On the 24th of October, a Committee of the House of Assembly was appointed
" To inquire into the steps which have been taken in the Parliament of the United

Kingdom, for an Abolition pf the Slave Trade into fhe measures adopted for

equalizing the duties on sugar imported from the East Indies, and from the British

Colonies; and the additional imposts which have been laid on our principal sta-

ples to consider the effects which these measures have produced, and are likely
to produce, on the agriculture and commerce of this colony ;

and to report (he

facts, with their opinion of the conduct which ought to be pursued by the House,
in the distressed situation to which the Island is reduced."

It is worthy of remark, that all the papers subsequent to the 24th of October,
are tptally silen,t on the result of the very important subjects committed to the dcli-

beratipn of the sajd Committee. Prudential motives probably induced the Assem-,

biy to enter upon these discussions with shut doors, and the total exclusion of all

strangers. The Report has therefore not been published,

AMERICA.

Vice-Admiral Sir A. MITCHELL, K. B. HALIFAX.

Vice-Admiral Sir E. Gow*n, Knt. NEWFOUNDLAND.

At a dinner given at New York to Mr. King, late American Ambassador to this

Country, the following Patriotic Toast was drank, among many others : THE
COUNTTIY OF OVR FATHERS ! MAY ITS SPIRIT KEEP IT SAFE, AND ITS JUS-
TICE KEEP IT FREE!

The American Papers contain long details of the operations of the American
Cruisers before Tripoli during last summer. In the two attacks which the Ame-
ricans made upon that place, they lost a Gun-boat, which was blown up, with her

Commander, Lieutenant CaldweJl, and several of the Crew
;
and the Tripolines

are stated to have lost several of their Boats. After these affairs, the Basha\v

tiffesed the Americans Peace for 150,000 dollars. It is said that 100,000 dollars

vere offered, but refused
;
in consequence of which another bombardment was

expected to take place.

Washington, Noo. 3. From the Message of the President of the UVITF.D STATES,
as delivered by Mr. Secretary liarwell, we have extracted the following Passages;
illustrative of the Naval History of the Period :

" With the Nations of Europe in general our friendship and intercourse are

undisturbed ;
and from the Governments of the Belligerent Powers especially, we

continue to receive tho$e friendly manifestations which are justly due to an honest

neutrality, and to such good offices consistent with that as we have opportunities
of rendering. The activity and success of the small force employed in the Medi-
terranean in the early part of the present year, the reinforcements sent into that

Sea, and the energy of the Officers having command in the several Vessels, wiilA
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I trust, by the sufferings of the War, reduce the Barbarians of Tripoli to the desire

of Peace, on proper terms. Great injury, however, ensues to ourselves, as well as
to others interested, from the distance to which prizes must be brought for adju-
dication, and from the impracticability of bringing hither such as are not Sea-

worthy. The Bey of Tunis having made requisitions unauthorized by our Treaty,
their rejection has produced from him some expressions of discontent. Bdt to

those who expect us to calculate whether a compliance with unjust demands will

not cost us less than a War, we must leave as a question of calculation for them
also, whether to retire from unjust demands will not cost them less than a War ?

We can do to each other very sensible injuries by War. But the mutual advan-

tages of Peace make that the best interest of both. Peace and intercourse with
the other Powers on the same Coast continue on the footing on which they are

established by Treaty."
" Tne Act of Congress of February 28, 1803, for building and employing a

number of Gun-boats, is now in a course of execution to the extent there pro-
vided for. The advantage to Naval Enterprise, which Vessels of this construc-
tion offer to our Sea-port towns, their utility toward* supporting, within our

waters, the authority of the law
; the promptness with which they will be manned

by the Seamen and Militia of the place, in the moment they are wanting ; the

facility of their assembling, from different parts of the Coast, to any point where

they are required in greater force than ordinary ;
the economy of their mainte-

nance and preservation from decay, when not in actual service* and the compe-
tence of our finances to this defensive provision, without any new burthen

j are

considerations which will have due weight with Congress in deciding on the expe-

diency of adding to their number from year to year, as experience shall
testify

their utility, until all our important Harbours, by these and auxiliary means, shall

be secured against insult and opposition to the laws."

New York, Nov. 3. The British Privateer General Brevier, belonging to Nova
Scotia, and mounting twelve 12-pounders, has been taken by a French Privateer,

and carried into Point Petre. She was taken without any opposition, having been

previously boarded by a British Frigate, which impressed her Men, leaving barely

enough to navigate ,the Vessel. A number of English Vessels have lately been
sent into Point Petre.

Nov. 5. Extract of a letter from Commodore Preble to the Secretary of the

Navy, dated June the 14th, 180-1, on board the United States Frigate Constitu-

tion, of Tripoli :
"
Yesterday I anchored off the Harbour, and sent Mr. O'Brien

on Shore under a Flag of Truce to endeavour to ransom our unfortunate country-
men, and, if the Bashaw should desire it, to establish Peace. Mr. O'Brien did not

succeed in his mission ; he landed at noon, and returned on board at half-past
two o'clock. You will see by the instructions how far he was authorized to go
for the ransom. 1 presume, if the terms had been accepted, that our Government
would liave been satisfied

;
but they were refused, and we have no alternative but

to oblige him to accept them or others more favourable for us." Another letter

from Commodore Preble, dated Messina, July 5, mentions, that he had taken on
board there 700 Bomb-shells, and powder in proportion, lor the purpose of bom-

barding Tripoli.

House of Representatives, New York, Nov. 20, 1804.

The engrossed Bill, making further appropriation for carrying into effect the

Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between the United States and
Great Britain, was read a third time, and passed in the House of Representatives.

House of Representatives, New York, Nov. 2$.

Was read a first and second time, and ordered for reading on the 23d, " A Bill

for the more effectual preservation of Peace in the Ports and Harbours of the

United States, and in the Waters under their Jurisdiction." Dr. Mitchell called

the attention of the House for a few moments, whilst he explained a circumstance

particularly interesting to the Sailors of the United States. The 8th Section of the

Act, regulating the Merchant Service, &c. contained a regulation,
'* that Vessels of

150 tons, or upwards, whose Crews consist of ten Men, should be obliged to carry
a Medicine Cliest." But the most dangerous part of our Commerce to the health
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of Seamen, added Dr. Mitchell, was that to the West Indies, and k was wefj
known that the Vessels engaged in that Trade were under 150 tons; of course tlie

care of the health of such Seamen WHS entirely under the discretion of the Mer-
chant and Captains; and, however distressing it might be, yet the tact \uts ><,

that we lost one tenth of our Sailors, nay I believe one eighth in that particular
Trade While I would take HFectnal care of the health
of the Seamen at Sea, I would submit it to consideration, whether the Medicine
Chest ought to be at the expense of the Merchant, or Seaman ? It may be recol-

lected that Seamen .pay twenty Cents a Voyage, Hospital Money, to form a fand
for their assistance in sickness on Shore : I do not then understand why they
should not contribute to their own safety at Sea. ;

the Captain generally perform-
ing the part of the Physician in the latter place, as the Hospital Physicians do in

the first mentioned. I therefore move the Committee of Commerce and Manu-
facture to inquire into the' propriety of altering the Law on this point."

COPY of OBDEHS of the PREFECT of GUAD.VLOUPE.
" To all American Captains :

" Orders of the Prefect of Guadaloupe.
" It is forbidden to all American Captains, under the penalty of 200 dollars, to

introduce into this Colony any newspapers, gazettes/ or proclamations, from any
part of the world whatsoever: and if they have any on board, they may and must

deposit them at the Captain of the Post's Office. Done at Basseterre (.G.) the 5th

Veiidemiaire, 5tli year of the French Republic.
" G. ROBERT.

"SENORA, Interpreter."

Oct. 25. Arrived the armed Ship Leander, Captain Lewis, in 30 days from

Port-au-Prince, with a valuable cargo of coifee.

The Leander left Port-au-Prince in company with the armed Brig Dolly,
Richard, having been previously cautioned that one or two large French Priva-

teers were expected to lay wait for them. On the third day after leaving Port a

large armed Vessel hove in sight, which they expected was one of those Priva-

teers, and bore down on the Leander. As it was near night-fail, and Capt. Lewis
wished to ascertain whether she was friend or enemy before dark, he fired a gun
ad hoisted the American colours. No signal was given in reply, but the Vessel

continued to approach, lighted her lumps, as it became dark, and the Crew of the

Leander could distinctly hear the commands given with tire trumpet, as the wea-
ther was remarkably serene, and she was now within a few fathoms' distance.

Her intention was supposed to board, and Captain Lewis thought it prudent to

put her in confusion by commencing the attack. He accordingly poured a broad-

side of 18-pounders into her, which shattered her bow considerably, cut away her

rigiiing, and killed one Man, the Captain of the main-top. Great confusion en-

sued, and she fell back ;
the Leander, aided by the Dolly, kept playing her

with round shot, and occasionally with grape and langrage, which did great

damage to her rigging.
The next morning she came up again, and proved to be the Fortunee British

Frigate, Captain Vansittart, of 44 guns. Her guns, the preceding eveniug, had
all been in the hold, in consequence of the late gale ; and, as she had not ex-

pected an enemy, the Vessel was entirely unprepared for action.

The Captain at first threatened considerably, but Captain Lewis explained the

circumstance, and stated to him that, had he shown his colours, the event wold
not have taken place. He impressed 26 Men from the Leander and Dolly, and

obliged Captain Lewis to pay 500 dollars for the wife of the Man killed, and
1000 dollars to repair the damages ;

but his conduct was very gentleman-like,

considering what had happened.
The Leander is a fine handsome Vessel, carries 12 eighteen-pound carronades,

and two long brass twelves
;
the latter transferable. She has sixty Men.

A'ou. 27. The Brig America was captured from the Spaniards by an Indigene
Privateer. The Cr-jw were murdered, and the Vessel sent into Port de Patx,
where she was condemned. The account published, says the Charleston Cou-

rier, on the 6th inst., respecting the infamous murder of Mr. Tate, Mate of the

armed Ship Pilgrim, of Philadelphia, at Cape Francois, was in some respects in-
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Correct. The following; particulars are furnished by a Gentleman who was an

eye-witness of the whole transaction : It would seem that two unfortunate

Frenchmen, together with two Mulattoes, had been introduced on board this

Vessel (probably with the knowledge of the Oilicers), and securely stowed away
under deck with the cargo. By some means information reached Christophe
that they were concealed on board. Mr. Lynch, the Supercargo, and Captain
Gibson, being on Shore, declared their ignorance of any person's being concealed
on board. The Commander in Chief immediately dispatched a guard of Sol-

dier? on board the Ship, who tore up the deck over the heads of the unfortunate

fugitives, and, together with Mr. Tate, (he being the Commanding Officer then
on board,) forced them on Shore. On their landing upon the Wharf, the unfor-

tunate American saw but too plainly the fate which awaited him, and, addressing
himself to his amazed Countrymen, he exclaimed "Americans! will you see

me thus dragged to execution like a dog, and no one step forward to assert my
innocence ?'

"
Yes," said one (a Mr. Smith, Supercargo of a Vessel from Balti-

more),
" I will speak for you !" Instantly a Sentinel was ordered to run him

through with his bayonet ; but he escaped by springing into his Boat, and in-

slantly pushing off. The Prisoners were then led to the public scales. Mr.
Tate and the two Frenchmen had halters placed about their necks, mounted this

temporary scaffold, and were precipitately launched into eternity ! The arms

of the Frenchmen were pinioned, but those of Mr. Tate were left untied
;
and

in his struggles he repeatedly caught hold of the cord by which he was suspended,
and entirely removed it from his throat, the cord passing round his chin and the

back of his neck : in this manner he expired ! As he mounted the ladder, he

said, "Americans! Americans! I die this ignominious death for, duly exe-

cuting iiiy orders !" The feelings of the Americans ou this occasion may be

more readily felt than described.

Extract of a Letterfrom Washington, dated November 23.
" In the House of Representatives this day, the Committee, to which that part

of the President's Speech which relates to the unauthorised arming of Merchant

Ships was referred, brought in a Bill for regulating the Clearance of Armed
Merchant Vessels. It was read twice, and ordered to he committed on Monday.
This Bill enacts, that no armed Merchant Vessel, or Vessel of that description,

having on board materials by which she might arm at Sea, shall be permitted to

clear out from the Ports of the United States, until Bonds and Securities are

given to the amount of the Cargo and Vessel, that no depredation or violence

shall be committed on any Ships belonging to Nations with which we are at

amity. An exception is made in favour of Vessels bound to the Mediterranean,

or beyond the Cape of Good Hope. Vessels of this class, however, are re-

strained, under similar penalties, from committing depredations on the Citizens

or Subjects of Nations at Peace with the United Stales."

Some of the Officers of the Revolutionnaire were on the 4th of December on

Shore at Crumps Hill, near Hampton Roads, off which the French Frigate Pre-

sident was lying, and accidentally met M. la Brosse, the French Commander,
with some of his People. Our Tars are said to have very politely invited him, in

the name of their Ship's Crew, to put to Sea, and thus to save each party the

mortifying inactivity of a blockade. M. la Brosse is stated to have replied, that

when he had performed the Service with which he was immediately entrusted by
his Government, he would seek the meeting to which he was invited. The Bri-

tish Officers smiled at the excuse, and took their leave. The two Frigates, at

the date of the last accounts, lay near the Horse-shoe, within 'gun-jhot of

each other.

Entract cf a Letter received at Pliladelphia.

Dominique, Nov. 3. " This Port was closed yesterday against all American

Cargoes of every description ; this, I am informed, is to be the case in all the

British Islands. "The cause of this procedure is not known here some suppose,

it owing to the application of Irish Merchants.
" The British Frigate Cambrian arrived at the Hook yesterday from Halifax.

The Hon. Captain Beresford proceeds with ier to Hampton Roads, to watch the

motions of the French Frigate ie President, and thus enable la Revojutioimaire to

accomplish the object of her Voyage."

. C&rom 2M.XIII. T
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HOME REPORTS.

PORTSMOUTH.
The Medusa Frigate is appointed to carry out Marquis Cornwallis.

Jan. 15. 'Sailed the Merlin Sloop, f'apt. Brenton, lo join tlic Havr>' Squadron. Th
Medusa Frigate, Captain (Jure, Is laken into Dock. Arrived the Prince George,
of 98 guns, Captain York ; Plantagenct, of 74 funs, Captain Fender : and the

Dragon, of 74 guns, Captain Grillith, from the Channel Fleet. The Plantagfnet

appears to have received damage by the late gales. Sailed the Speedwell Brig,
Lieutenant llobertson, on a cruise.

17. It blew tremendously hard last night; yet so unequalled for safety is the

anchorage at Spithead, that not an accident occurred to the Ships. The D.'C'idc.

Frigate, Captain Rutherford, was blown from her Station oft" Cherbourg and
anchored at St. Helen's. Arrived the Teazer Gun-vessel from off Havre. Cam*
into Harbour the Ariadne, of 20 guns, Hon. Captain D. E. King, lo be repaired.
Sailed the Favourite Sloop, Captain Davie, to join the Havre Squadron.

20. Wind S. Arrived the Speedwell Brig of War from a cruise. Sailed the

Raven Brig of War, with dispatches for the Mediterranean. The Avenger Sloop
of War has made a Signal for a Convoy to the Mediterranean. A very heavy

gale of Wind blew yesterday ; several guns were fired, as signals, we fear, or
some Ships HI distress

;
it blows harder than we ever remember.

22. Arrived the Leopard, Trusty, Eagle, and Iris Men of War, Lily Sloop
of War, Abundance Store Ship, Magicienne and Wey mouth Frigates. 'I';..

1 Lion

Cutter, off Havre, fell in with a Vessel keel uppermost, and Teft the Isle of Wight
Sloop in tow of her. Sailed the Clinker Gun Vessel, and I'Entreprenaiite Cutter,

on a cruise.

25. Arrived from a cruise, the Autumn Sloop of War and M;rgarie Fire-ship.
Wind E.N.E. A Vessel from Southampton brought intelligence, that the Tran^-

ports for Cavalry and Infantry are daily increasing : upwards of 50 Sail made a

respectable appearance in that River. It is supposed that the Troops which are

to embark in them are destined for Portugal. During the heavy gales, a Boat

belonging to one of the Transports was unfortunately upset near the mouth of

Itchen River; the whole of the Crew were saved except one Man, who had no
idea of swimming, and consequently was drowned. A lad about fourteen, w ho, in

sculling from the Quay to a Vessel in the Roads, fell over the starboard side of hit

Boat, was also drowned before any assistance could be given.

27. Rear-Admiral Louis, who has commanded the flying Squadron before

Boulogne, since the vain threat of Invasion, is arrived here to shift his Flag trom

the Leopard to the Ambuscade Frigate, Captain Durban.

28. Sailed to St. Helen's, the Monarch, of 74 guns, Captain Searle, bound I*

the Downs, to receive Lord Keith's Flag.

Arrived the Mediator Frigate, from the eastward. Sailed the Pluto Sloop,

Captain Janverin, with Bullocks for the Havre Squadron, Commissioner

(now Admiral)* Sterling arrived here this day, from Jamaica, having been suc-

ceeded by Captain Dilkes.

29. Arrived the Clinker Gun Ve'ssel, from a cruise. Wind E,

SO. Came into Harbour the Prince George, of 98 guns, Captain Losack, tu

refit ;
and the Sylph Sloop, Captain Goate, went out this morning. Sailed the

Autumn Sloop, Captain Searle ; and the Constant Gun Vessel, on a cruise olF

Dungeness ; and the Speedy Sloop, Captain Giffard, on a" cruise off Havre.

31. Sailed the Polyphemus, of 64 guns, Captain Law ford, to join Sir John
Orde's Squadron. She will call off Plymouth to receive her Men from the Gcr-

tfuyda Frigate, -which she captured ; the Eugenie Sloop, Captain Webb, with

Mongo Park on board, for the Coast of Africa. Mr. Park is gone to complete
his projected Travels into the interior of I he Southern Part of Africa. The Ship
was ordered purposely to take liini.
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IPromotiona anD 3ppointment0.

The gallant Earl of St. Vincent has signified his readiness to hoist hi

Flag, whenever his professional Services may be deemed necessary for tho

public Service.

We are informed that the necessary arrangements for increasing the pay of

Surgeons of the Navy, has been confirmed by the Privy Council,and will im-

mediately be put in force by the Admiralty. The accounts which are in cir-

culation are far from being correct. The following may be depended upon as
the rates of augmentation :

Per Diem,
. s. d.

Physicians of Naval Hospitals, after ten years' Service - - - - 2 2 O
Ditto - after tbree"do. -------1116
Ditto -------- under do. ........ 110
Surgeons of ditto - - - - after ten do. -------100
Ditto - - ditto - - - - under do. ---------0150
Dispensers of ditto -------------- __o 10

Surgeons of his Majesty's Ships, on their first appointment after two

years' Service, 5s. per day half pay ----------0100
Ditto, half pay 6s. after six years' Service (three as Mate) - - - - 11
Ditto, ditto, after ten ditto -

(ditto) 014O
Ditto, ditto, after twenty ditto (ditto) 0180

Surgeons' Mates 6s. a day after two years' Service ; 5s. half pay. Surgeons of

Hospitals, Dock Yards, Marine Infirmaries, and Ships, after twe nty years' Ser-

vice, have the option of retiring from the Service on 6s. a day ; and after thirty

years' Service, on 15s. a day.
Captain Tyler is appointed to the Tonnant, vice Jervis ; Captain Brown to the

Atlas, vice Pym ; Captain Ball to the Zealand, vice Renou
; Captain Ellison to

be a Supervisor of Greenwich Hospital, vice Sir Richard Pearson
; Captain Oliver

has resumed the command of the Melpomene, vice Laroche.
Sir T. Trowbridge, to the command of the Malabar Coast, in the East Indie*

;

Captain Ekius, to the Amelia
; Captain Mackenzie, to the Beaulieu

; Captain
Woolcombe, to the Carysfort ; Captain Aldridge, to the Osprey ; Captain M.
Seymour, pro tempore, to the Illustrious

; Captain Hatlev, pro tempore, to the
Leda

;
Lieutenant Hanchet, to command the Desperate Gun-Vessel

;
Mr. Jamc*

Wilkes, to be Surgeon of the Sultan.

Captain Raggett is appointed to the Leopard, of 50 guns, at this Port, vice

Austen, who is s*oing to the Mediterranean with Admiral Louis.

Lieutenant Simpson is appointed by the Lords of the Admiralty to an armed
Defence Ship.

Admiral Louis has quitted the Downs Station, and has hoisted his Flag oil

board the Ambuscade Frigate, to proceed to the Mediterranean,
Lieutenants Irwin, Skinner, and Down, of the Royal Yachts, are promoted to

the rank of Commanders.
The Valorous, of 24 guns, which has been launched at Hull, is ojdered into

immediate Commission, and Captain Hardinge is appointed to the command.
Sir Thomas Livingstone is appointed to the command of the Renummae Fri-

gate, at Woolwich
;
and Captain Sealer to the Mediator, of Gl guns, in the room

of Sir T. Livingstone.
Admiral Stanhope- 13 appointed to superintend the fitting out of Ships at Dept-

ford and Woolwich, in the room of Admiral Douglas.

Admiral Douglas is appointed to the com.imnd of the Ships on the Dungenesj
Station, in the room of Admiral Louis.

Captain Browell is appointed one of the Captain* of Greenwich Hospital.

Vice-Admiral Sir John Colpoys, K. B., is appointed Treasurer of Greenwich

Hospital, rice Captain Jervis, deceased

Captain John Gore, of the Medusa Frigate, has had tho honour of Knighthood
conferred on him, and was afterwards introduced to ihe Q teen.

Captain W. Huoe has succeeded Sir J. Colpoys, as wae of the Lord* of U>t

Admiralty.
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Captain Bissell is appointed Sir T. Trowbridge's Captain ; Captain Bedford, f

the Hibernia ; Captain Foster, to the Calypso ;
and Captain Prevost, to the Sara-

cen, vice Beauchanip.
The Lords of the Admiralty have been pleased to promote Lieutenant Grant,

who behaved so gallantly this War, (in a spirited action in an armed Vessel on the

Coast of Holland, where he was dreadfully wounded and made prisoner,) to the

rank of Commander. He was the Officer that made a Voyage of Discovery,
from Botany Bay, in the Southern Pacific Ocean a few years since, and made
several valuable Discoveries in those Seas, for the purposes of Navigation.

Letters from Jamaica, dated the 19th November last, state the gallant Captain
Coghlan appointed to the Renard, of 24 guns, vice the Honourable L. Cathcart,
deceased.

BIRTHS. ,
Feb. 4. The Lady of J. Barrow, Esq. Secretary to the Admiralty, of a

Son.

13. At Portsea, the Hon. Mrs. Dashwcod, Lady of Captain Dashwood, of
the Navy, of a Son,

MARRIAGES.

Lately, at All Saints Church, North Street, York, by the Rev. George Brown,
William Penrose, aged 74, late Boatswain of his Majesty's Royal Navy, to Mi.vs

Ann Webster, his Grand Niece, aged 21.

Lately, Mr. Rogers, of the Navy, to Miss S. Gray, Daughter of Mr. Gray, of

the Gornish Arms, in Pqrtsmouth.

Lately, Rear-Admiral Campbell, Brother to Lord Cawdor, to Mits E.

Campbell.

Captain E. O'Bryen, of the Royal Navy, and Nephew to the Marquis of

Thomond, to Miss Hotham, eldest Daughter of General Hotham, and Niece to

Lord and Sir Beaumont Hotham.

OBITUARY.

(Additions to former Accounts.)

1. Lieutenant John Bellamy, of the Carysfort Frigate, whose death wa
noticed in our last Volume, page 432, was Son of the late Alderman Bellamv, of

Leicester. This gallant voting Man ivas with Lord Duncan when he defeated the

Dutch Fleet off Camperdown, and had been much engaged in perilous and severe

Service.

2. On board his Vessel, Captain John Htiddart, of the Townshend Revenue
Cutter. The circumstances of this Gentleman's death are peculiarly distressing :

He had been for a considerable time back in a very declining :-tate of health,
but from an extreme anxiety to do his duty, he resisted the remonstrance* of

his family, and all considerations of a personal nature
;
he combated with his

infirmities to the last, and was in the act of conveying (by order of Admiral Lord

Gardner) Captain Berry, of the Royal Navy, to Loughswilly, when he died.

Thus did he close a faithful, loyal, and honourable Service of twenty-two years,
the early part of which was distinguished at the Relief of Gibraltar, on which
occasion he was Midshipman under the Hon. Captain (now Admiral) Pakmham.
He was an affectionate and sincere friend, a fond husband and father

;
and in all

the relations of life, the amiability of his manners and the integrity of his heart

challenged the love and esteem of all who knew him. What remains to be told

is the most melancholy. His own pains, his cares, and his sorrows, have died

with him
;
but while he was expiring in the public Service, unaided by all the

kind and soothing offices of domestic tenderness and love, he was leaving behind

him, utterly unprovided for, a Wife and eight Children.

3. The late Sir E. Nightingale, Bart, of Kneesworth, Cambridgeshire, was the

ctily Son of Captain Gamaliel Nightingale, of the Royal Navy, by Maria, Daugh-

Iof
Peter Clossen, Merchant at Hamburgh. Sir Edward pro-.ed his claim to

e Tuic in 1797.

4. Mr. Uppington Brace, aged 71, who for forty-four years was a Surgeon m
the Royal Navy.
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5. Lieutenant Sir Samuel Hales, Bart, of Mimdell, Lancashire.
6. Dec. 13. At Row Green, near Hatfield, Captain John Willes, one of the

superannuated Commanders in the Royal Navy.
7. Lieutenant Richards, at Poole, in Dorsetshire, on the Impress Service, was

found hanging in his bed-room. Some unfortunate attachment is supposed to

iiiivu been the cause.

Lieutenant Mul caster, who unfortunately fell in a late engagement with a French
Privateer, was the Son of Major-General Mulcaster, of the Royal Engineers. This

very promising young Man commenced his naval career under the protection and
auspices of that great and ever to be lamented hero, Lord Howe, on board of
whose Ship, in the memorable engagement of the 29th May and 1st June, 1794,
he had the misfortune to lose his hearing in a certain degree, which he was never
after able to recover. The death of his Admiral and gallant patron, and of Sir

Andrew Snape Douglas, were lamentable misfortunes to this amiable Officer, who,
had they lived longer, would have attained a higher and more important rank iu
that profession to which he was a real ornament. Lieutenant Mulcaster had the

honour of being called after the present Lord Howe, who became his sponsor, and
from whom (on account of the ancient intimacy between his Lordship and the Jata

General Mulcaster) he experienced the most steady friendship. Mr. Mulcaster
was made a Lieutenant in the Mediterranean by Lord Keith, and was subsequently
appointed to the command of the Folkstone by Earl St. Vincent, who had always
professed a strong and sincere desire and intention to promote this meritorious, but

unfortunate young Man, who would, doubtless, have had additional rank conferred

on him, had he survived the late engagement.
Sheerness, Jan. 18. This day a Seaman of the name of Edward Sullings, belong-

ing to the Sophia Fire-ship, was found suffocated in his hammock, and another

nearly so, having imprudently put a tarpaulin over the forecastle grating, where

they slept, and not putting out the fire previous to their going to rest.

Extract of a Letter from an Officer now on board Iris Majesty's Ship the Galatea,
, off Antigua, dated November 23, 1804, to his Mother in the City of Worcester.

" I embrace the opportunity of this Packet, to prevent any uneasiness on your
part, or any of our tamily,

as to my death, which I understand is enclosed in the

report of those Officers who died on board the Amelia while I belonged to her.

\Ve had the misfortune to Jose, in the course of ten days, the Captain, fourteen

other Officers, and about eighty Men, of a malignant fever
;
few of them lived

thirty-six hours after the first attack. Among the Officers we lost a very promising

young Man, a Son of C. Doinville, Esq. of Stanbrook Hall, at Powick, near Wor-
cester. I had a very severe attack, but, thank God, am now recovering."
The following melancholy accident occurred at Blyth on Wednesday afternoon,

the 16th of January. About two o'clock a Ship wanting a Pilot to bring her into

the Harbour, made the accustomed signal ; upon which four Men put off to her in

a Co.ile. As they approached the Ship, which was going very swjtily before the

Wind, Tjnd the Sea very high, they were dashed with violence against her, and the

Coble was overset
; and, notwithstanding every possible assistance was given, they

all unfortunately perished. They have all left Widows, and amongst them twenty-
ne small Children, to lament their loss.

The following are their names and families -.James Nicholson, seven Children,

and his Wife pregnant ;
William Watt, four Children ; John Hedley, three ditto ;

William Redpath, seven ditto.

Jan. 26. At Sandgate, B. F. Haddon, Esq. Lieutenant of his Majesty's Ship

Stately, and Nephew to Mr. Alderman Combe.

It is with concern we state the melancholy death ofCapt. Jer vis, ofhis Majesty'sShip

Tonnant, who was drowned a few days since off Brest, in going in Ins Gig (Boat)
from the Tonnant to the San Joseph. The people who were in the Boat, except

pne Man, were saved. The Cockswain supported him till his strength was ex-

hausted, and they both sunk : but the poor fellow being a good swimmer, ascend*

cd the surface and was picked up. Captain Campbell, of the Doris, who accom-

panied him, escaped only by sustaining lumscli' upon an oar, uiitu he waslakea
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up by another Boat. This afflicting acgident will be universally and sincerely

regretted in the Navy : he was an Officer of the first talents, and of a disposition
the most generous and urbane.

Captain Jervis succeeded Admiral ,T. W. Payne as Treasurer of Greenwich

Hospital, and was also one of the Verdnrers of the New Forest.

A private letter that has' appeared, gives a different account. It begins with

tiie loss of the Doris.
" I am sorry to relate the loss by Shipwreck, in a gale of Wind on the Coast of

France near Ls!e Aix, of that fine Frigate the Doris, of 44 guns, Captain P. Camp-
bell. The Captain, Officers, and Crew, are all saved, as far as at present can be
learnt, by their own Boats and those of the Squadron off that Station. But every
person must feelingly regret the loss of an excellent Officer, in performing the

active duties of humanity, Captain Jervis (Nephew to Earl St. Vincent), of le

Tonnant, of 84 guns, who, on the Doris's striking, and firing signals of Distress, had
his Barge hoisted out, with the other Boats of le Tonnant, and the Boats of the

Squadron, to endeavour to save the Doris's Officers and Crew. He went in his

own Boat, and it is supposed, from the surf over the rocks, the Boat he was in

upset, by which means he was unfortunately drowned."
This gallant Gentleman was Nephew to the Earl of St. Vincent, whose illustrious

name and titles, in the course of nature, he would have inherited. He was as

amiable in private life as in his professional career he had shown himself valiant,

skilful, and indefatigable. A braver Officer did not grace the Service, nor a
milder character the circles of polished society. He will long be regretted
wherever he was known, for his public and private worth.

Another account, and to which we attach the most credit, is as follows :

Captain Jervis had received some important information, and through his own
energy for the Service, was extremely desirous of communicating it to Sir Charlei

Cotton, in the San Josef, then senior Admiral; but it having blown for several day*
a heavy gale, he took the opportunity, when it had abated, to get into a four-oared

Boat, termed a Gig, and, with Captain Campbell, put off to make such communi-
cation to the Admiral, when a heavy Sea broke upon the bow of the Boat and

upset her. Captain Jervis has left only two Daughters, so that his next Brother is

presumptive heir to the family.
On Friday, the 18th ult., Mr. M'Donald, acting Lieutenant on board his Majes-

ty's Ship Lapwing, and eldest Son ofThomas Macdonald, Esq. of Drayton Green,
Middlesex.

Lately, in Quebec Street, London, R. Matson, Esq. Father of Captain Matson, of
the Navy, and of Hambrook-house.

Lately, Captain A. Renou, of the Zealand Guard-ship, at the Nore.

Lately, of the fever at Gibraltar, Captain S. P. Mouat, of the Navy, Agent for

Transports ;
also his two youngest Daughters ;

and Mr. Maxwell, the Husband of

one of his Daughters, who was on business at Malaga, of the fever there.

Feb. 5. At Portsea, Mr. Simmonds, a Quarter Master in the Dock Yard.
6. At Newtown, near Portsmouth, Mr. Kirk, an old Srgeon in the Navy.
17. At Portsea, in the 73d year of her age, after a long and painful illness,

Mrs. M.Wallis, Relict of the late P. Wallis, Esq. Master Shipwright of his Majesty's
Yard, at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Lately, at Alvcrstoke, Captain Saradine, of the Navy.
Lieutenant William C. C. Dalyell, of the Royal Navy, fifth Son of the

Jate Sir Robert Dalyell, of Pinne, Bart, was killed in an action near Dieppe,
on the 4th January.
On his passage from Jamaica, Mr. F. Stephens, Blaster of his Majesty's Ship

Sagesse. /

Lately, aged 72, Captain Geary, 24 years a Commander in the Navy.
On the 12th January, at Antigua, aged 17", Mr. J. S. Gieig, of his Majesty's

Ship Beanlieu.

Lately, Lieutenant Tinirnham, of the Marines, in cutting out a Brig in the

Boats of the Illustrious.

- At Stone Casfde, Kent, Miss S. E. Berkeley, second Daughter of Lieutenant-

ColoneJ Berkeley, of the Royal Marines.
At V/hiTStcad Lodge, near Ipswich, Dowager Lady Ilurland, TV-Iict of Vice-

Adiniral S;r IL Harhuid,
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'S e^arine List

SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AXD RECAPTURED,
TIIO3I SEPTEMBER 11, TO NOVEMBER 2, 1804.

4 VESSEL, fuptttfcd to be the Pelican, Broad, from Smyr-
f^ na to London, is taken by a Privateer, and carried into

Sftx, ncir Tunis.
The Thomas, Vamanft, of Liverpool, was captured on

the 9th May on the windward coaft of Africa, by two
Trench Privateers, after an engagement of an hour and a

arrived with her OB the isth June.
Tli? Pelican, Brua-J, from Smyrna to London, was taken

iSth June, within 18 leagues of Malta, by a French Pri-

vateer of 4 guns and 75 Men, and carried into Sfax, near

A Convoy of 29 Sail, from Elfinore, put into Gothenburg
<th i. .t.

The American Ship Hopewel], ScifTon ; and Brig Rock-
land, Aikin, from New Yurie to St. Domingo, are taken,
ar: 1 lii.t for Guadaloupe.
An Englilh Hermaphrodite Brig, from Philadelphia to

Jamaica, was taken, ar.rt carried into Cuha, I4th July.
The American Ship Eugenia, from Bourdcaux, is token

ff Now York by the Leaniier Man of War, a.id fent to
Halifax.

The Colombo, Day, from Virrinia to Dun'-ir!;, is de-
tained by the Nautilus Sloop of War, and fent into Ply-
mouth.

Ti e fopny, M'Leon, from St. Vincent's to Liverpool,
is condemned at Turcula. Cargo arrivstl at Liverpool In

the Sovereign.
The Mary, of Greenock, bound to Virginia ; and Two

Sifter-, of Dartmouth, from Newfoundland, are captured
by th

long. 25. 10. Eleven of the People were taken on board tie
. ;.ed at Pen7an.ce 3d K.-ptcmber.

The Glamorgan, Molloy, brmnii to London, was left at

Pemerara i4th July, having firuck en the Banks.
The Dart, Boland, from Liverpool to Afric.1

., was to-

ta!'.y ioft at Cape Bajadore, liti July. Crew fived.

The Teutonia, , f.om Surinam ; and the C?rc,
, from River Plata, are detained, and fent into

Fo-tfm juth by his Majefiy's Ship Agincourt.
T: e Heftor, Mar!ha>!, from Antigua to Liverpool, is

toft in Cardig -n lUy. Crew laved.
The Mary, of Greenock, from Liverpool to Virginia,

was retaken by the Illultrious Man of War, off Perrol, on
t..e ^th September, and is arrived at Plymouth.

Trie Hope, E'JiS, t'rnm Embden to Di?ppe, is detained

ky t:-e Zephyr Cutter, and fent into Portfmo.:th
The Wig;;t, Ford, from Zant to Londo: , arrived at

yortfmGUth, was tiken ne:r Zint by a Privateer, and

ret.ike.-i hy his M.'jtfty's Sriip Thisbe, who captured the

Privateer, and carried her into Corfu.
The Dutchefs of York, Comf;;rd, from London to Suri-

nam, is captured on the Coaft of Surinam, and carried

into Guadro-ipe.
The- Kac;*el, Mellivil, from London to the Weft In-

GuadakNipe
1'ps-rance, Spaaifh Ship, bound to Diepre ; the

fliSVung, , and tr<e Iniuftry, , trora Lif-

bo to Dieppe; and the Fora, from Havre to Lisbon, are

detained, and fen; into Po;tfnv>uth.
Tr.e Diamond, Nesbitt, fr-m Dublin to Limerick,

was driven on fliore 14111 September, neai Strangford.
avert.

Tl:e Young Tegsy, of Bru>o;, from Jerfey, fczs been

taVcn by a French Priv,tter, retaken by the Britannia

Cutter, and arrived at PoriCmcuth.
The Erig E,i7abtth ani Mary, of S-jnderlacd, Cowan,

on the j;'d Septemb:r, i;ear Harwich, and burnt

to t e \v.ir--r's erl^e.
The Wa-.aentr, Trankl-n, from Nana to London,

was on Rior= tn t.-.e Baniard Sand, near Southwtld, Ji

eptemb--r.

r.ar.ud, Kufier, from Jande to LUbor., is loll on

UlC C , IV Of I: ,

Th Mfiira, > i! tv, tovid n B3ur<"C3ur, is fctiiced

k &e Kv..i.r :.. . . - la . . ..:.

The Kibberts, of London, from Kavanna to Vow York.,
is detained by the Leander Man of War, and fent to Ha-
lifax.

The Siemen, Brink, from St. Croix to Copenhagen, i:

loft on the Coaft or' Sweden.
The Boletta Johanna, Mouleus, from Bergen to Napln,

is left on the Goodwin Sands. Crew fivea by the Dt.l
Boats.
The Brig Eliza, David Scay, from Go'henbirg to

Cherbourg, with iron and deals, is loft on the Goodwin
Sands. One of the Crew landed at Ramfgaie.
The Althea, , from Bengal to London, i; tikra

by the Belle Pouie an1 AtaUnte French Frigates, and ar-

rived at the Ides of France itii of May. French Paprrs.
The Wanderer, Franklin,' from Narva, which was en

fliore on the Barn: rd SanU, is get off without any material

damage, and arrived in tiie Kiv r.

Thi Plymouth Packet, , from Dartmouth, to

Newfoundland, is captured.
The Marie Francoife, from Rourdejux; and tbe DeC-

ree, .

, from Quimper, are taken by tr,e Pickle

Schooner, and arrived at Plymuuth.
The Anker's Hopex Lof,, from Dram to Fa'.n'outr ,

whicli w MS on Ciore near Yarmouth, is got OB, and pu:
into that Harbour.

Tl:= Puriffima, .

, from Cadiz to Ha'. r, Is de-

tained and feat intoPortl'n.outh.
The Minerve Letter of Mir>ue, out twenty days from

Bourdeaux, pierced for 18 guns, mounting 14, and 1:1

men, laden with wine and bra:.ily, bound to Martinique,
was taken the 25th uit. in iat. ^o. ;o. lor.g. 15. 30. by ti>e

Tcpa?e Fi i, ate, after a chafe of i : i.uun, and tarried

into Cork the 3J Oftobcr.
The Elizabeth, French Schooner Privateer, of 6 pins,

ha? been cut out of Guada.oupe by t..c Galitea Frijatc.
and carried iutJ Dominica jd Auguft.
The VolanteB.ig, from Lisbon to CherbourG- h dsuine*

by the Duke of Clarerxe Curur,ar,d arrived at For
Tne Young Nicholas, from Honduras to London, l:aa

teen retaken, and carried to St. Kit;' .

The Kicgftjp, Wells, from Jam>ici to Honilcrai, n-a,

loft ift June. Crew faved.

Tbe Blanche Frigate has taken the Nyrr.ph Dutch p.-;-

vateer, 4 guns, and carried her into Jamaica i6th July.
The Brig America, from Africa, has been uken hy a

French Privateer, jetaken hy the Hercule Man of War,
and arrived a: Jamaica I4th July.
The Mayflower, Watfon, from Kewottt to Tor.nir..-^,

f :. n .-

faved. Captain Witfon reporti, that a Brig, coa, i;,d=' .

went do *n at the fume time ; and that lie faw anu:iirr

Vettti keel uppermoft.
The as it," Barbtr, from New York to Jamaica, was

taken 22d June, and carried in'o Cuba.
The Baihara, Leith, is taksn by a French Piivat^er

and earned into Cub .

The Gratitude, Scott, from Cirdiff to tendon, ma taVn
near Beaci y Htad, and carriio into Coukif.'C 140

of July !a >.

The tally. Burst f, from tte Kavini to Charlcaori, wai
detained and fent iir.o B-'imuda, ijth June, ty the For-

tunee FrigaK.
The Bel'., Grmtham, frcm J.m?-ica to Dublin, fbunuer-

ed at Sea ill September. The Crew and a i'in^ii part of

fte Cargo faved by t)^ Uran'.r Fr gate.

The Sluop James, of and forRi-ctefter, f.nm KcxalHt,
was wrec ed mar fi .it, on the O.att of NoiioL;, on

Tutfday ni^hr, the gtn oit ber.

The Weft Inuia.i, Richarilibn, from Jamaica to Lon-

don, wa- t.iken aixiui Stb of Auguii, by a Priva;?er.

The CaKeton, Aj'wiiiiincy, fram ji:..iica to Literpou),

is on K:<Zi near w. -i:;:i -vtn
;. |ret pjcof CJt ca>|

The otter, tro\vn, fivrn Wish-.-ich ;o Rye, >.

foundered near the ND.->h Fcieiin. Crew tiii^j ^

TheMarearet and F.iira. cf I.ivtrpool, i= coined ir.

Po;^ Rico bv a Prj.atee; i,f g^^i I.--B -,'- - '
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The Arthur Howe, .

,
from Africa to the Weft

Indies, is recaptured by the .Elephant Man of War, and

carried to Jamaica
The Aftive, Razor, fri

May ofi Cuba, by a Priv

fuppontion of the Privateer being a Pirate.

The American Brig Richmond, laden with Naval Store-,

bound to the Ifies of France, has N-tn detained anil line

into St. Helena, from whence flic arrived in the Downs oth

October.
The Two Sifters, White, from Newfoundland to Eng-

land, is retaken and arrived at I.tracombe.

Tie Countefs Northelk, Johnfon, from Arbroath to Lon-

don, is loll near YarmouM.
The Orange , Watfin, from Rhode I Hand to

Jama .

The Minerva, , from Jamaica to L'fidon, has
teen taken in the Gulf, retaken l-.y the Cornwallis, of

Briftol, and fcnt for Jama.ca under Cenvoy of the Hound
Sloop of War.
The Adventure, Penfep. from Newhaven to Jamaica,

was taken in Aueuft ofl" Port Morant, by a Privateer.
The A thes, Miller, from : engal to London, was

taken j?th April in lat. 7. s. long. 92. E. by the Belle

Poule ami AtaUnte Frigates, and carried into the Mauritius
8th May.
The Swan, Prior, from Rotterdam to Hofton, has

been detained and fent ii:to Halifax by the Driver Sloop
of War.
The Ceres, --

, from River Plate, detained and
Tent into Portfmouth laft montn, by his Majefty's Ship
Agincourt, is liberjted, and failei for Embden.

The Sophia Dorothea, Schuitz, Oiled from Hull for

I.<ibeck I5'h November .aft, and has not fince been
bear.l of.

The Princefs of Wales, Cairpbell, from Jamaica to

Greenock, is loft on wicklow iank, and only one man
Jived.

The San Frar.cifco Xavier, Martinez, from Cadiz to

Antwerp, is loft near Rye. A fmall part of the Cargo
fared.

The Diligence, Butler, from Lcith to Petersburg, is

JWr on a reef of rocks 10 mi.es N. E. of the Ifland of
Jiogland.
On the 5>h October, off Cape St. Mary, the Inrtefiti-

gable, Mertufa, Lively, and Amphion Frigates, fell in
ith fcurspanifli Frigate's, frcm kio de la Plata, bound

to Cauiz,
Laving a lar

the

i Captai.! Moore, "the fenior Officer, was undtr, to de-
tain Epnnifh Veflcls of this flefcription, beini; rcfifted, an
aftion er.fuert, in the event of which three of the Spanilh
Frig.-.t liirrendered to his Majc-ity's Ships, an-! the fourth
hkw up after firing one broadfide. The Lively arrived at

Portfrr.oMth, with la Fama, o.i Wednefday, and the
In 'efatigable, with la Mecca and la Cl. ra, are hourly cx-

peftef.
The Spanifh Brig St. Jofepb, la jen with linen r.nd wheat,

and the Spanifli Ship Efperar.zo (Cargo landed), were taken
po.'iifiion of at Cowes yeiieruay, by order of ihe Admiral
at Portfmouth.
The leg y, nf Scarbro', c. ptain Frarkiand, was taken

3d Sept. in lat. 50. 16. long. 16. 40. by the Braave
Kiench F.ivateir (late t e Kir g George Packet) ; and on
the 7th ti.e fame Privateer captured the Jamaica Planter,
Feard. from it." Vincent's to Lu.aon. Part of the Crew
of the latter Velill arrived at Cork loth October in the

Dryaae Frigate, who tc-ok them out of the Amer.can Ship
Nancy.
The Meicomb, Prowfe, of Weymouth, bound to South-

arr,o:on, funk near the Shingles i6th October.
The Mary, , frum PI, mouth to Sundcr'.and, is

wi (J-.oic on Portland Beach. Crew fived.
The Kfp ranee French Frivuteer, cf 10 guns, is taken by

tlic Alcion Hoop of W
The Neptune, Guthrie, of Largo, was ftranded 2jd Oft.

In entering Pilbu. People fayed, and it is expcfted the

Sh'ip wil. be eot off.

The B. Itic, Pteie, of Whitehaven, fram Petersburg,
we:>ton (lie/re upon Gotl.md j;th September.
The Dolphin, GiJlinghain, trom t.wansge to London,

was tak=n by a French Private, r off Br ghton ; r^aten

aift otkher.
TUe I rancis, cf Sunderland, Bromley, in -hallaft, hai

keen taken, ar.d i- retaken by the Champion Frigate, and
arrived at Hover.
Tie Juno, G.;itz;r, of IConigibur;, from Chatham, is

rttud .near the Scaw.

The Anna M^.ria, Rabe, from Stttfin to London, it

loft on the Coaft of Jutland.
The St. jofcph, Arrartc, from to Bilboa, with

lens, &c. detv.intd at Cowes Ibme days ftnce, has been

lera'ed, and failed tor her dtftinsd Port.

on fhore on the Coaft of Holland, and it is feared will

be loft.

The Nylpferd, Groning, fr->m Liverpool to Rotterdam,
is loft on the Coift of Holland.

The Chriftian, Irvin, frum Dublin to Memel, is loftV

-ar Memel.
The Neptune, Guthree, ef Largo, in ballad, was toft

near i'illau 24th ult. Crew faveil.

~Y.e Commerce, Alderibn, from London to Revel, is

on Shore and full of water at Elfmore.

My to Erir.ol,
was loft near Kidwelley i8th inftant.

The Jamaica Planter, Fcard, from Grenada to London }

and the I eggy, Franklaud, ofScarbro^ laden with timber,

capture^ by the Braave I'rivateer, are carrird into Bour-

7he William Pitt, Burcen, from Harwich tn Emb<!en,
was totally loft 7th inftant, at the entrance of the Ems.
The Anna Maria, Kaic, from (Quebec to Lon-.on, was

captured 6th init. near Beachy, bytwoLujger Privateers,
and carried into Dieppe.
A Brig and a Sloop were taken offBeachy Head on the

22d October.
From ths French Papers. Le Sorcier Privateer of St.

Maioes has taken and carried into Port an Englifh

Sloop laden with Brandy, Gin, and Tobacco. Le Profper
Privateer, of Boulogne, has alfb taven and carried in an

Entlifh Sloop named London, laden with nones, wood, ami
fome copper.

Le Wimereux Privateer captured on the 2jd Septem-
ber, and carried into Boulogne, an EngHih Sloop laueu
with planks. The Crew confifted of four people.
The Swediih Brigs, Hope de la Rwe, from Stockholm to

Marfi'ilies ; and Triden, Decl-.er, from Stockiiolm to Spain,
are detained and fer.t into Portfinouth. Tlie former b/
the Pluto, and the latter by the Speedy Sloop.
The PoMy, Ccoper, of Dartmouth, was, lott 26th October,

st riymomh.
The de Juffrow, Anderfon, from Dantzic ; and the

Young Peters, from An-fterdam, are detained, and fent
intu Portfmouth, by the Speedwell S oop of War.
The Vrow Elizabeth, I.ammeli, from Riga to Ferrolj

detained and fent into Yarmouth; the former by the
Hai-.-ke Cutter, and the latter by the Vixen Gun Brig.
A Brig was c,.ptnred off' Haftings 27th October, by tw

Luggers, and was afterwards retaken by t!>e Akrt.
The Refo.utijn, Sjms, frum Jair...ica to London, was

captured 2d Cft.jber, by the liraave Privateer, reuten on
the 9th by tlie Diamond Fngatf, ar.d is brought int

Pij mouth.
The St. Ifubel, alias Vi^oria, from Bourdeaux to Ci-

di7, is detained by the Felix Schooner, ami arrived at

Plymouth.
The Jupiter, Gibfon, from Memel to London, was de-

fcrted by the Crew near the Sow, having nine feet water
in her hold.

The Mercurius, fiom Arr.frerdam to Bofton, is put into

Wfymou;ii, with lof> of rudder.
The John and Thomas, Cumir.g, from Gothenburg

to
Pert):, foundered at Sea on the 5th October. Ccevf

Caved.

The Jane, Harrifnn, from Stockholm to London, foun-
dered at Sea 2411, Oftober. Crew faved.

I.es Bor.s Entans, Snndberg, from Dantzic to London,
is totally loft drt Yarmouth. Crew laved.

The Rebecca, , frcm St. Thomas's, bound to
Tom ingen, palled Portfmouth 3ift (. ftober, a:ter apaiTas*
of 49 days. A paflenser iandeu from her, rep..rt3 ilip.t a
viclent hurricane took place through the Ilia ds on the jd
and 4th or' September, in which a great number of Vef-
leis ere loft, v\?.. at Antigua, 5S Sail and a Pc f.et ; at
St. Baitr.o.omew's, 56 :aii; at Don-inica, 26 out of zS,
amoi g them f.,ij to be a Sloop of Wsr; t St. Thorn is's,

44 Sai , 5 of them Britilh. Letters from Bsrbadoes of the
J8th September, confirm the account of the hurricane, ;-n*

add that fix VelTzli! were driven on Shtre there, viz. Per-

feverance, Hayes, frcm LcnCon ; Sybil, ftom ditt, (re-

taken), Bctfey, Moran, of Dublin ; Schooner Fncndfliip,
both in pieces. American Ship Ti ame,, bilged J and

Slsop En itavour.

A Vcflel drove on Slwre near Yarmou'h 3Cth Oc>oter,
without any perlbn on board, and ii wrecked. Tbc BoaU
r.re marked Ceres, of SunderlauU.

[To be continued.^
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EXTRACTS FROM

NAVAL STATE PAPERS

LAID BEFORE PARLIAMENT JANUARY 24TH,

RELATIVE TO

THE WAR WITH SPAIN.

Fitract of a Dispatch from Lord HAWKESBURY to J. H. FHERE, Esq. dated Downing

Street, Id June, 1803.

I" SHALL now proceed to signify to you his Majesty's pleasure with respect to the
conduct which it will be proper for you to observe at the Court at which you

reside.

It is the King's sincere and earnest desire that the Spanish Government may be
enabled to maintain the strictest neutrality in the War which has commenced between
Great Britain and France. You will therefore endeavour, by all the means in your
power, to impress upon the Spanisli Ministers the expediency of their adopting this

system ; and you will assure them, that if it be adopted, his Majesty will-respect it with
the most scrupulous good faith.

His Majesty's Government having no means of deciding how far his Catholic Majesty,
may consider himself as bound by the Treaty of defensive and offensive alliance, which
was concluded at St. Ildephonso on the 9th of August 1796, it is indispensably neces-

sary that you should lose no tune in ascertaining this important point. If the Spanish
Government should slate to you, that they conceive themselves to be under the

obligation to furnish to France the number of Troops and Ships which are stipulated in the

Treaty above mentioned, but that their co-operation will extend no further, you will

retrain from giving any opinion upon this measure, but will content yourself with sig-

nifying that you will transmit the information of it to your Court. You will however
watch, with the most unremitting vigilance, the progress of any preparations which may
be made for carrying it into.execution ; and you will, from time to time, transmit such

intelligence as you may be able to acquire upon the subject, to the Commanders of his

Majesty's Ships in the Mediterranean, at Gibraltar, and at Lisbon, in order that those

Officers may be enabled to pursue such measures as may be best calculated to intercept
the Spanish Auxiliary Ships, on their attempting to sail from the Ports either of the Medi-
terranean or of the Atlantic ;

a proceeding which would be in strict conformity to the
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most rigid principles of Neutrality, and could not be construed into an act of direct ag-

gression against Spain herself.

Il', however, you should learn from the Spanish Ministers, that the French Govern-
ment will not be satisfied with the definitive succours .stipulated, but will require hii

Catholic Majesty to place a greater proportion of his Nuval'aiul Military Force at the

disposition of France, yon will state to them, unreservedly, that his Majesty will consider

a compliance with this requisition as equivalent to a Declaration of War, and as justity-

ui!i Ins Majesty in proceeding to immediate hostilities against Spain.
Tlie next object to which his Majesty has commanded me to direct your particular

attention, is the situation of Portugal.

Having now stated to you such proceedings on the part of Spain, as would render it

expedient lor his Majesty to commence hostilities against that Power, I have to signify to

you his Majesty's pleasure, that if any of these events should occur, ;sou should make the

strongest representations against them; and in the case of your not receiving a satisfactory

answer, you will quit Madrid and proceed to Lisbon, whence you will return to England.

Previously to your departure, you will apprise the Olficers commanding his M;ys>\'->

Ships in the Mediterranean, at Lisbon, and at Gibraltar, of your intention, in order that

they may proceed to hostilities against Spain without delay.

Dispatch from J. II. FRERE, Esq. to Lord HAWKESJSURY, dated Aranjucz,
3d June, 1803.

Tn this Letter nothing occurs particularly connected with the objects of our

CHRONICLE.

A Note from Don PEDRO CEVA I.LOS to J. II. FRERF, Esq. dated Aranjuez, 9th June,

1803, i;t answer to ilic abate.

[Then follows Mr. Frere's answer alluded to, and described in his preceding Note.]

Dispatch from J. H. FRERE, Esq. to Lord HAWKESBUHY, dated Madrid,
IWk September, 1803.

MY LORD,

The enclosed Note was sent in consequence of my being informed that General Bour-
nonville had obtained permission for about 1500 Men, between Sailors and Artillerymen,
to pass to Ferrol to man the Ships there. I can hardly flatter myself that my remon-
strance will be attended to, but I thought it useful and necessary to enter a protest against
a proceeding contrary to the principles of the Neutrality hitherto professed by this

Government, and which came so nearly within the scope of the instructions which I

jeceived from your Lordship.
J. H. FRERE.

[The Note alluded to is sufficiently described in the above. It adds, besides, that

England had respected the Neutrality of Spain so strictly, as to allow a French Frigate
recently pursued to escape into Ferrol the moment it was within the limited distance of
the Spanish Shore.]

iMtfi .Yor. 1303. Lord Hawkcshury gives instructions to Mr. Frere to preserve Neu-

trality if possible, and to watch the extent of the pecuniary sticceurs given to France.

Large Succours, he says, arc subsidies, and just ground of War. If such Succours are

only a temporary measure, they may be passed over at present; but if continued, they
may be regarded as a just ground of War whenever Great Britain shall choose to taka.

up tli.it ground. The instructions nearly repeat what has already been set forth.

27t't Dec. Mr. Frere to Lord Ha\\ kesbnry, describing his interview with Cevallos the

Spanish Minister, on the above subject, and inclosing the following Notes :

Mr. FRLRE to CEVALLOS the Spanish Minister.

sin, Escurial, 13th Dec. 1803.

I obey the orders which I have just received from my Court, by transmitting to your
Kvcelknicy, in p.n authentic shape, the declarations which I have frequently had the

honour of making verbally, and in a mariner less positive and less precise.
S:nce the commencement of hostilities, his Majesty has never ceased to consider the

preservation of good understanding \vith the Court of Spain as a principal object of his

political viuus. This Court, indeed, has Jj'i\ei refused to acknowledge tile justice of his
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Majesty's intentions and good will towards it. But it is equally manifest, and the Court
of Spain itself cannot but admit it, that the effect of this good will, and of these intentions,
must depend upon that of the efforts whic-h Spain is bound to make on her side

;
in the

first place, to maintain a system of absolute Neutrality ; and, secondly, to cause it to be

respected by the other Belligerent Powers.
With regard to the former, his Majesty is perfectly sensible of the difficulties of the

situation in which Spain is placed, as well by reason of her ancient ties with France, as
on account of the character and habitual conduct of that Power and of her Chief. Thi*
consideration would induce him to act with forbearance to a certain degree, and parti-

cularly to overlook sucli pecuniary sacrifices as should not be of sufficient magnitude to

force attention on account of their political effects. But it is expressly enjoined me to
declare to your Excellency, that pecuniary advances, such as are stipulated in the Con-
vention recently concluded with France, 'cannot be considered by the British Govern-
ment but as a War Subsidy ; a Succour the most efficacious ; the best adapted to the
wants and to the situation of the enemy ; the most prejudicial to the interests of his

Britannic Majesty's Subjects ; and the most dangerous fo.r his Dominions : in fine, more
than an equivalent to every other species of aggression.

Notwithstanding his personal sentiments, imperious necessity, and that first duty which

compels a Prince to consider, above and before all things, the Nation whose interests

are committed to his care
; have prescribed to his Majesty that conduct from which lie

cannot depart.
With regard to the Second Article, that of causing this Neutrality to be respected by

the other Belligerent Powers, it appears superfluous to repeat to your Excellency the

declarations which I have already made on the subject of Portugal ; nevertheless, since

this object is again pointed out in my last instructions, I cannot refrain from 'repeating to

your Excellency the declaration, that the passage of the French Troops through the Ter-
ritories of Spain would be considered as a violation of her Neutrality, and that his Majesty
would find himself compelled to have recourse to the most decisive measures, in con-

sequence of such an event. Such, Sir, is an abridgment of the instructions which I have

just received from my Court, and which I communicate nearly in the same terms.
There are others, of inferior importance, upon which I shall have the honour to, converse
with you in the conference of to-morrow.

Whilst I attach the utmost importance to these interesting subjects, it affords me much
satisfaction to think that your Excellency will at length be persuaded that I have been
far from exceeding the views and sentiments of my Government in the declarations

which I have formerly made ; and that the advice which I have thought it right, in

consequence, to suggest, has been founded upon ideas sufficiently correct, and inspired

by the sincerest desire of perpetuating the continuance of hajmony and good understand"

ing between the two Countries,

(Signed) J. H. FRERE.

Translation of a Xotefrom Don PF.DRO CEVAM.OS to J. H. FREEE* Esq. dated Escurial,

16th December, 1803.

SIR,

As soon as the War began between France and England, Spain was required by the

former Power to furnish the defensive Succours stipulated by the Treaty of 1796, the

execution of which, in as much as it is a consequence of engagements previously con-,

tracted by Spain, and a fresh proof of the King's goad faith, presents in no degree an

obstacle to the continuance of friendship and good understanding with Great Britain,

with whonfhis Majesty has endeavoured to maintain them by every means of conciliation ;

Great Britain corresponding to ihe same object, by punishing the Privateers who trails

gress the law of Neutrality, according to repeated official accounts, and chiefly those of

the 29ih November, a later date than the expedition of the Courier who has given, rise to,

the Note which you have just sent me.

Although the Spanish Cabinet is penetrated with the maxim, that the idea of aiding

France is compatible with that of Neutrality towards England ; his Majesty lias thought
that he could better maintain these two objects by a method, which, without beiilii dis-

atirceable to France, strips her Neutrality towards Great Britain of that hostile exterior,

which Military Succours necessarily present ;
which sometimes, in spite of friendly pro-

testations, leads the minds of Neutral Sovereigns to mistrust, to the hazard of the wisfceil-

for Peace.

Such have boon the King's political views in agreeing to a Treaty of Subsidy toFraQC*.

equivalent to the Military Succour,
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Neither before, nor since this Treaty, has the Spanish Government omitted any of those

means which lead to the preservation of good understanding with Great Britain, as is

proved to you by the imprisonment inflicted upon the Spaniard who had dared to insult

the British 'Flag.
The British Cabinet in its conferences with the Spanish Minister, has not considered

that Spain violated her Neutrality by the act of assisting France with the Military Suc-

cour stipulated for her defence.

The pecuniary aid substituted in its place, besides that it carries no hostile appear-
ance, neither compromises the good understanding of those who are neuter, nor gives to

France such ready and expeditious means of hostility against Great Britain.

The King lias employed his offices with the French Government to avoid the entry of
her Troops into Spain, and to calm the apprehensions of the Court of Portugal, obtaining
from the First Consul that this point should become an object of Negotiation between the

two Governments, and his Majesty offering to co-operate with his good offices for the

conclusion of a Treaty which is to shelter the Kingdom of Portugal from any attack
;
the

favourable effects of which that Monarchy has already began to leel, and it is in her

power to derive from it all the advantage which she desires.

In this situation of things I receive your Note
;
which represents that Spain, in

having substituted pecuniary supplies for her defensive engagements, has displeased the

English Cabinet in a degree the most unexpected, under pretext that they exceed her

engagements; whereas to represent them under this point of view, it would be necessary
to know their amount, which is not known

;
or knowing il, to compare it with the expense

of furnishing the defensive Succours due to France.

This comparative statement of what has been hitherto executed by Spain, and the

contents of your Note ;
and what is more, the contradiction which there is between the

equitable and conciliatory conduct of Great Britain in sentencing to punishment the

Privateers who have violated the Spanish Flag, according to the accounts of the 29th

November, and the alarming expressions in which your Note of the 13th instant is con-

ceived, obliges the Spanish Cabinet to require of you more clear and decisive expla-
nations of the ideas of your Cabinet, which I hope you will be pleased to communicate
to me with the dispatch which their importance demands.

(Signed) PEDRO CEYALLOS.

Mr. FRERE toCEVALLOs, the Spanish Minister,

sin, Madrid, 26tfi Dec. 1803.

I comply with your Excellency's request, in communicating to you the explicit and
decisive explanations of the ideas of ray Cabinet, mentioned in my Note of the 13th inst.

They are nearly the same with tho.se which I had the honour verbally to address to you
in our conference on this subject. Your Excellency then remarked, and the same oh-
servation again occurs in your Note of the 16th instant, that the furnishing the Succours

stipulated by the Treaty of 179G, being but a consequence of engagements previously
contracted, is in tact only a fresh proof of the good faith of his Catholic Majesty,
and can in no wise be prejudicial to the continuance of good harmony with his Britannic

Majesty.
I confess to your Excellency, that without having too favourable an opinion of mv own

abilities, I could not nevertheless help feeling a degree of humiliation, on seeing that a

Person, whose judgment I infinitely respected, set so little a value on mine ; and that he

thought he might hazard with me a sophism, from which, if the gravity of the subject
could allow of it, it would not be difficult to draw the most absurd consequences.

In fact, it remains to be known, whether a Power can acquire the right of attacking
another, and at the same time impose on her the obligation to abstain from every species
of reprisals. It cannot surely l>e necessary seriously to discuss a similar question. It

suffices simply to say, that sti'-li a right cannot exist ; that nature and common sense

reject it; that all political combinations are inadequate to bestow it; and that most cer-

tainly no Nation can acquire it by an act of its own judgment, such as the signature of
a Treaty concluded voluntarily, and without necessity.

But, it may be asked, should not the stipulations of a Treaty be complied with ? I
do not examine, if in the present case the stipulations of the Treaty, which binds Spain to

France, have not been annulled hy reiterated acts of this very Power. It may be

lo

Franc

pranted that this Treaty is of the utmost validity; it may evten be admitted that" it ii

most strictly obligatory ; and that the Spanish Government is bound to execute most

scrupulously ail its articles ;
but aftpr aJl these concessions, it remains for me on the
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other hand to remark, that this obligation is absolutely foreign to Great Britain, and that
i-s Government is not bound to respect the execution of a Treaty to which it has been far
from contributing, which has been made without its knowledge, against its consent, and
even in opposition to its power. An individual who yesterday was free, enters to-dav a
Volunteer

;
to-morrow he receives orders to march to the attack of a place ; his honour

and his engagement oblige him to fulfil his duty ; but he would be in the wrong to suppose
that this obligation ought to be respected by the besieged, or that it will protect him
against the natural consequences of a vigorous resistance. If in fact any misfortune
should befall him, he ought to consider it solely as the consequence of the engagement h
fcad entered into.

The same reason applies to the substitution of pecuniary Subsidies, and still more
Strongly, if these Subsidies, by their amount, or by the effect of other circumstances,
become more than an equivalent for the stipulated contingent ;

but in the present case.
France has shown a marked eagerness to obtain this substitution; the Court of England
has lately declared, in a formal manner, that it considers such a substitution as "more

prejudicial than would be the supplying the contingent itself. These two Government!
are assuredly the best and only judges of what is conducive to their respective interests;
and their opinions, so unequivocally declared, render it unnecessary for me to reply to

your Excellency's arguments. There still remains one remark more to make on this sub-

ject; and your Excellency will the more readily pardon me, as it may in some degree be
considered as necessary to my personal justification. When your Excellency expresses
to me the surprise which the declaration I made on the 13th of this month had caused,

you will allow me to call to your recollection, that this declaration merely contained the
Ibrmal expression of the same ideas and of the same language which I had held on every
occasion when I had the honour of speaking to you on the subject of the enormous subsi-

dies lately demanded by France. It was perhaps natural, that your Excellency should at

that time have referred to other information, rather than to verbal assurances on my part.
I certainly regret it

;
but neither my Government nor myself can be responsible for it.

With respect to that part of your Excellency's Note, which says, that the British Cabinet,
in its conferences with the Spanish Minister, was not of opinion that Spain infringed its

neutrality by affording the stipulated Succours, it appears to me no easy task to understand

clearly the precise force of the expression made use of by your Excellency in the original ;

but if I am to understand it, as alluding to any declaration whatever on this subject on the

part of his Majesty's Ministers, I will venture to take upon myself, under the most formal

responsibility, to deny the existence of such a declaration.

Not to omit any thing on the several points contained in your Excellency's Xote, 5t

will be necessary to say a word on the subject of Portugal. At the very commencement
of hostilities, I obeyed the orders of my Court, by declaring both to your Excellency and
to Mon Seigneur the Prince of the Peace, that his Majesty, in pursuance of his alliance*

with the Court of Portugal, found himself obliged to consider the non-passage of the

French Troops through the Spanish territories as indispensable to the maintenance of the

neutrality of that Court. It appears, then, that in a Convention, the ostensible and

acknowledged design of which were to secure the tranquillity of Spain, it would have been

natural to introduce an article that might secure her against a similar infraction of her

neutrality ; it being manifest, that such an inn-action would determine the British Govern-

ment no longer to consider Spain as a neutral Power. On the contrary, it appears, that

the Treaty contains only one article, by which Spain engages herself to interpose her good
offices with Portugal, in ordej to prevail upon her also to furnish France with a subsidy

solely upon
me to remind your Excellency, that Portugal is bound by prior Treaties to furnish Succours

to England. That Portugal has no neutrality to purchase : that if Portugal is to conform

to thesystem adopted by Spain, that is to say, the substitution of Pecuniary Succours for

a contingent, these Succours are due to England. If, on the contrary, her neutrality is to

fee purchased by furnishing Succours to the enemy of her ally, as is now proposed to Por-

tusal to do, it would thence result that Spain should likewise furnish Succours to England,

and not to France
;

if Spain should reject such a demand as an insult, she ought not to en-

deavour to induce Portugal to submit to it. Two opposite principles can never be admitted

in two cases precisely similar. Let not insinuations, founded ou a pretended disparity

between the forces of the two Belligerent Powers, be put in opposition to this just and

natural consequence ! Such considerations have not been admitted by England. She has,

b$- * solemn defiance, proved the falsehood of the vain and groundless assertion, that
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England was unable to cope single-handed with Franco. She has given this defiance.

She will maintain it, or she will fall ^"riously. Never will .-.he admit the idea of an humi-

liHtmg inf'trioriiy, cither as the basis of her own conduct, or of her relations with foreign
Powers. Too well I know the respect which is due to a great and powerful Monarchy,
to dwell upon injurious comparisons, especially in an official anil permanent form: but

vour Excellr.ncy will doubtless recollect the observations which I have verbally made to

you respecting the relative situations of Portugal and Spain, with regard to France and

England. If I do not think it proper to repeat them on this occasion, I can assure your
Excellency that I am far from concealing them, or from apprehending that they can be

disavowed by my Government.
It appears to me, that the above statement will answer your Excellency's ideas : bnt I

cannot close it without affording myself the satisfaction of rendering justice to the upright
and

friendly
intentions of his Catholic Majesty, manifested on several occasions, and almost

uniformly in your Excellency's language and conduct.

Your Excellency has likewise afforded the same testimony in favour of the principles
and conduct of his Britannic Majesty's Government. Such is, unfortunately, the temper of

mankind, that rivalry and hatred are not the sole motives which give rise to hostilities.

Duubtlcss, had a national hatred, or an opposition of interests been necessary, one might
have expected an uninterrupted continuance of that harmony, which is so perfectly suitable

to the habits and interests of the two nations. In all cases, and under all circumstance*,
his Majesty will be very far from laying any thin? to the charge of his Catholic Majestv's
wi.-lii's, or of ilie intentions of his Government. He will attribute it to a fatal combina-
tion of circumstances, and to the consequence of the unfortunate engagements which have
re-united a friendly Power to bis> natural enemy.

J. H. FRERE.

Extract of a Dispatch from 3. H. Fnr.nn, Esq. to Lord HAWKESBTJUY, dated Madrid,
27th December, 1803.

The reports which reach us here from other quarters, have determined me r confine

myself to the strong protestation contained in the Note enclosed in my former dispatch ;

and for the rest, to watch their conduct ; contenting myself with reporting it to your Lord-

ship, unless circumstances should arise which would render my further forbearance incom-

patible with the observance of your Lordship's instructions. Since this time I have learnt

that this Government have already advanced to France the eight millions of livres, and
that they are on the point of furnishing a further sum of four millions. Besides this, the

recruiting for the army, which had been going on briskly, has been stopped, or, at least,

snfle-ed to stop of itself
;
while a greater activity prevails in the m.irine. department;

though I conceived it my duty to make a strong remonstrance upon this head, and even
to stake my continuance here, agreeably to your Lordship's instructions, upon the absolute
cessation of these naval armaments.

J. H. FRERE.

[The dir.&isxion is pursued -in various limp Nates, without any satisfactory information being
given, nr much novelty occurring in the dispatches. After Mr. PITT came 'into power, the

following Papers passed :]

Copy of a Letter from Lord HAKHOWBY to J. II. FREHE, Esq. dated Douinit.* Street,
22d Mai/, 1304.

SIR,

It being exrrcmeTy desirable, in the present state of the political relations between this

country and Spain, that his Majesty's Government should obtain the most accurate infor-

njatie-u with respect to the actual condition of the ports and arsenals of Spain, I have to

sigiiify to you the King's pleasure, that you transmit to me a detailed statement, in as fat
as it can be procured, not only of any warlike preparations which mr.y be carrying on in

any of those Ports, and of the Ships of War both in commission and ir ordinary, liut also
01 the state of the Royal Arsenal, and of the extent of the means existing "in them to
increase their present Naval Establishment. You will likewise instruct the Consuls to
endeavour to discover any measures which may have been adopted by the Spanish Go-
vernment for the purpose of obtaining supplies of Naval Stores, the am'ounf of such sup-
plies, the countries from which they are to be shipped, and the manner iu which they are
to be conveyed to the Ports of Spain. With a reference to this subject, it is also important
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tliat his Majesty's Government should he furnished with an account of the sperie imported
into the Ports of Spain in the course of the last year, and with an estimate of the probable
amount of the Shipments of the present year, as well as with information of the periods at
which they may be expected to arrive in Europe.

HARROWBY.

C-opy of a Dispatch from J. II. FRFRF, Esq. tn Lord HARROWBY, cUtied Madrul,
5th July, 1804.

MY LOUD,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's dispatch, No. 1, of the 2'2d May;
and though there has not yet been time to satisfy the inquiries which your Lor< !

-'iij

directs me to make, yet your Lordship will see from the teuour of my other letters of this

date, that there can be no reason to apprehend that this Court are disposed to renounce
their present System of Nominal Neutrality ; and I should apprehend that the French
Government are as little disposed, for the sake of a momentary assistance, to exchange an
useful tributary for a burdensome ally. The accounts which I receive from the Ports
do not indicate any preparation on the part of this Government, and Mr. Cevallos' lan-

gnace is in the same tone as before, speaking of the neutrality of this country as a thing
settled and admitted, and seeming to wish to lead me on to similar language. Thus when
I thought it my duty to ques'ion him respecting the situation of the Ports, saying that

though I had no reason to believe that any preparations were going on, yet that I had
learnt that some reports to that eiTect were in circulation, and that I wished to be able to

explain to my Government the ground and origin of such reports ;
he replied that they

were wholly without foundation; that the British Government had insisted upon the nou-

armament, as one of the conditions of neutrality; that he had informed me in an official

note that Spain consented to desist from any farther armament; that she had done so; and
that every thing remained itthis moment upon the same footing. I then questioned him upon
the subject of Mr. Lebrun's mission, respecting which he did not seem disposed to give me
uny explanation.
The object of this mission still remains unknown; though, from the circumstance of Mr.

Lebrun's having visited the Port of Ferrol in his way, and being 'himself a Naval Officer,

there can be little doubt of its being connected with some Maritime project.

J. H. FRERE.

Copy of a Dispatch from J. H. FRERE, Esq. to Lord HARROWBY, dated Madrid,
29th Auguit, 1804.

MY LORD,

Having been informed by Admiral Cochrane of the arrival of reinforcements through

Spain to the French Fleet at Ferrol, I wrote to Mr. Cevallos the Note of which the

enclosed is a copy ;
and after some days having received no answer, and having learnt

positively from other quarters, the passage of such reinforcements through the Spanish

territory, I made a .second application to Mr. Cevallos upon the subject. He has as yet
returned me no answer, and I think it right not to wait any longer for his explanation, be-

fore I acquaint your Lordship with the circumstance ; more especially since there

being no doubt of the fact complained of, no very satisfactory explanation can be

expected.
J. H. FRERE.

31:-. FRERE to CEVALLOS, Wth August, 1804.

SIR,

The Captain-General of Galicia will not have failed to communicate to your Excellency
the representations which have been made to him by the Commander in Chief of Ins

Britannic Majesty's Fleet stationed off Ferrol, with regard to the reinforcement of Soldiers,

and Sailors who traverse Spain, in order to reach the French Squadron now in that Port.

Admiral Cochrane, on his side, has transmitted to me his correspondence; and although I

should have desired to be enabled to verify with more precision what foundation there

might be for these complaints, before I laid them otKcially before your Excellency, I have

thought it more conformable to the dispositions of my Government, to endeavour to pre-

vent, by remonstrances, which may be premature, an'act so decidedly hostile to England,
than to risk being under that still more painful necessity which the certainty of its havmg
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been performed would impose upon mr. I will also confess to your Excellency, that tile

private information I possess on the passage of French Soldiers from Malaga to Ferrol,

has .scorned to me to confirm tlie other accounts which have been given to Admiral Coch-
lane. And it is possible that, as this Government did not oppose this indirect violation

of its territory, France may have been encouraged to try a still more open and flagrant

one, by obtaining a passage through Spain for Troops going from France ilself, in order

to reinforce its Squadron at Ferrol.

As the Commander in Chief, in communicating to me his correspondence with the Cap-
tain-General of Gahcia, informs me, that he ;it the same time transmitted it to his Govern-

ment, I hope that your Excellency will soon enable me to quiet the uneasiness which tliey
must feel from the project in question, by giving me the assurance that efficacious mea-
sures have been taken to prevent its being carried into execution.

J. H. FRERE.
Mr. FUERE to CEVALIOS, 27t/t August, 1804.

SIR,

I flatter myself, that .your Excellency will not blame my impatience to receive some

satisfactory answer on the subject of my Note of the l^Oth of this month. I have since

that day received authentic accounts of the passage of several small detachments of
Frenchmen going to Ferrol ;

and I believe that this circumstance is not at this moment
unknown to his Catholic Majesty's Government

;
but in any case, should they think pro-

per to make inquiries into the fact, it would afford some satisfaction to me to receive, in

the mean time, your Excellency's assurance that measures were already taken to put a

stop to this abuse, of the continuance of which, the Spanish Government must hencefor-

ward charge itself with the consequences.
J. H. FRERE.

Copy of a Dispatch from Lord HAH noWHY to J. H. FHERE, Esq. dated Downing Street*

September '2$, 1804.

SIR,

Information has been received from Rear-Admiral Cochrane, that orders have been

piven by the Court of Madrid, for arming without loss of time at Ferrol four Ships of the

Line, two Frigates, and other smaller Vessels; that similar orders have been given at Car-

thagena and Cadiz; and particularly, that, three first-rate Ships of the Line are directed to

sail from the last-mentioned Port : and as an additional proof of hostile intentions, that

orders have been given to the Packets to arm as in time of War.
In consequence of this information, I am commanded to signify to you his Majesty's

pleasure, that as soon as you receive this dispatch, you should roquest an audience of

M. de Cevallos.

You will express to him the surprise and concern with which the intelligence of these

unexpected and unjustifiable measures has been received in this country.
You wilt recall to the recollection of that Minister, the grounds upon which his Majesty

has hitherto forborne from considering Spam as an enemy. That nothing could have
induced him to continue this forbearance, but a sincere desire to avoid extending the

calamities of War, and a willingness to confide in the assurances of the Spanish Govern-

ment, that the payments made to France were only intended to gain time, until circum-

stances should enable them to adopt measures more consistent with their interests and their

wishes. That his Majesty had repeatedly required a communication of the engagements
entered into witli France

;
but had only received in answer to such demands an indefinite

assurance, that whatever might be the amount of the payments .to be made by Spain to

France, they had been calculated with a reference to the expense of the Military and
Naval Succours stipulated by Treaty. That no means had been afforded to his Majesty of

judging whether the payments were in fact only an equivalent for the Succours, or whether

they so far exceeded that amount as to make it impossible to consider Spain otherwise than

as :i principal in the War.
That his Majesty therefore had been under the necessity of expressly reserving to him-

self the full right of regulating his conduct towards Spain, according to the appearance of

existing circumstances
;
but that the abstaining from all Naval preparations on the part of

that Power had been distinctly declared to be one of the indispensable conditions annexed

by his Majesty, to the continuance of his forbearance.

[7o be concluded in our next.]







BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

PHILIP D'AUVERGNE, DUKE OF BOUILLON,
COMMODORE IN HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE, &C. &C.

" ONE COMMON ZEAL THE MANI.Y RACE INSPIRES,
ONK COMMON CAUSE EACH ARDENT BOSOM FIRKS.''

PYE.

TT is with much satisfaction that we undertake the present

memoir; as, from the authenticity of its materials, it will

tend to counteract certain improper and malevolent statements

which have appeared; and as, from the interesting facts which

it records, it cannot fail of imparting instruction, and of exciting

emulation.

Philip d'Auvergne, now Duke of Bouillon, was born in

Elizabeth Castle, in the Island of Jersey, on the 22d of Novem-

ber, 1?,34. Having shown an early predilection for the Naval

.Profession, he was, in the year 1770, borne on the books of

one of the Royal Yachts, commanded by the late Vice-Admiral

Campbell *, as was not unusual, at that period, to fill up the

qualifying time for passing examination, while he continued to

enjoy the advantages of a private education.

In the year 1772, under the patronage of the late Lord Howe,
he joined the Flora Frigate, commanded by the late Sir George

Collier. In the Flora he made several foreign Voyages, as a

Midshipman, particularly to Cronsradt, when, together with all

the Officers of that Ship, he had the honour of being presented,

* It was this gentleman, we believe, of whom the following humorous anecdote

is related :

Ai'ler the total defeat of the Marquis de Conflans, in which he bpre a conspi-

cuous part, he was proceeding, in company with Lord Anson, to bear the news to

the King. His Lordship said to Mr. Campbell, who was then only a Captain,
" The King will knight you, if you think proper."

" Troth, my Lord," answered

the Captain, who retained the Scottish dialect as long as he lived,
" I ken nae use

that will be to me." " But your Lady may like it," replied his Lordship.
" Weel then," rejoined the Captain,

" his Majesty may knight her if he pleases."

. HoI.XIII. 3
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by Lord Cathcart, the British Ambassador at Russia, to the

Empress Catherine the lid, and her Court, at Peterhoff, near

St. Petersburgh. On their return, they stopped at Copenha-

gen, where they met with the French Frigate la Flou, in which

\vere embarked several members of the Academy of Sciences, of

Paris, making observations on the time-keepers of Le Roy and

Berthoud. The reciprocal communications which took place

between the Officers of the two Frigates were frequent, and

were the means of introducing Mr. d'Auvergne to an acquaintance

with some of the "
sfavants" that gave him a taste for, and an

ardent wish to embark on similar expeditions. This circumstance

may be regarded as one of those incidents -which develops the

tendency, and draw forth the exertions of genius. The youthful

mind, when struck with any particular object, adheres to that

object with avidity, and quits it but with pain and regret. So

intent was Mr. d'Auvergne on qualifying himself for the pursuits

alluded to, that, on the return of the Flora to England, when

paid off, he prosecuted his studies of the mathematics, and the

theory of his profession, under the most celebrated professors in

London, until the Hon. Captain Phipps* having proposed a

Voyage of observation to the northern hemisphere, he was pre-

sented to that Officer's protection by his patron Lord Howe,
and performed the Voyage to Spitsbergen with him in the

Racehorse.

We must here be permitted a short digression, in order to

notice, that this Voyage was undertaken at the request of tlie

Royal Society, with a view to discover how far navigation might

be practicable towards the north pole, and to ascertain, whether

there were a possibility of discovering a passage to the East

Indies by those frozen regions. The Racehorse and Carcass

Bombs, commanded by the Hon. Captain Phippsf and Captain

Lutwidge, were accordingly equipped for this enterprise. On

the 2d of June, 1773, they sailed from the Nore, and proceeded

on their course to the north, without meeting with any quantity

of ice to obstruct their passage. On the 31st of July they had

* The late Lord Mulgrave.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VIII, page 92, ct seq.
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reached the latitude of 81" 21' north, when both the Ships
became suddenly enclosed within a large body of ice

;
and they

were unavoidably driven, by a strong current, into a Bay, the

entrance of which was immediately after closed up by the

drifting ice. For four or five days the Crews laboured with

indefatigable zeal and perseverance to force a passage, but their

exertions were without effect. On the 6th of August their

Commanders came to the resolution of hoisting the Boats out,

and of endeavouring to save their lives by dragging them across

the ice. Accordingly every man was furnished with a certain

quantity of provision; they had actually quitted the Ships, and

commenced this hazardous attempt; but on the following day

the Wind blew from the eastward, and the Ships were observed

to move forward. There now appearing some hopes of deli-

verance, they hastened back
; and, on the 1 Oth, the Wind blow-

ing strong from the N.E. attended by a strong current, the ice

gave way and began to drift. Every sail was set, and in the

course of a few hours they were relieved from the prospect of

that miserable and wretched fate which had befallen so many
former adventurers. Finding it utterly impossible to penetrate

farther to the north than the latitude of 81 36', and that no

practicable passage existed, Captain Phipps determined to

return to England, where both Ships arrived in the month of

October,

It is particularly worthy of remark, that Mr. d'Auvergne, and

Admiral Lord Nelson*, who embarked in the Carcass, were

the only two exceptions of persons admitted on this expedition

who were under age. The conduct of Mr. d'Auvergne was par-

ticularly noticed and approved by his Captain (Phipps), who,

from that time to the day of his death, honoured him with the

most distinguished patronage
and cordial friendship.

The

engravings that elucidate the account of the Voyage to Spitzher-

gen, which was published by Captain Phipps in 1774, were

all taken from original sketches made on the spot by Mr.

Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. Ill, page 160,
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d'Auvergne, who was also charged with the Meteorological

Registers*.

Still pursuing his profession, in the ensuing winter he embarked

in the Asia, with the late Admiral Vandeput, then her Captain,

and proceeded in her to Boston, where, during the following

spring, he, with some other young Officers, narrowly escaped

being detained prisoners by the Americans. This was on the day

of the Lexington light, (April 19, 1775,) when they had strolled

as far as the village of Concord with the armyf. A few days

after this, Mr. d'Auvergne was appointed acting Lieutenant of

the Kingsfisher Sloop, and had returned to the Preston, under

Admiral S. Graves's Flag, a few days previously to the battle of

Bunker's Hill, at which he attended in the Boats . He con-

tinued sharing in the several arduous services which the siege of

Boston occasioned ;
was in the expedition against Falmouth, in

Casco Bav, and was slightly wounded at the destruction of that

* The engravings which accompany Captain Phipps's Voyage are : A Chart

showing the Track of his Majesty's Sloops Racehorse and Carcass, during the Expe-

dition towards the North Pole ; View of the Land from Cloven Cliff" to Hachluit's

Headland, taken July 18th, at 10 P.M. ; View of the Land round the Bay where the

Racehorse anchored July 4th, at 6 P.M.; View of the Racehorse and Carc<w, July

31st; Five Views of the Land round the Seven Islands Bay, taken August the 6th,

at 10 P.M.; View of the Racehorse and Carcass, August 7th; Hie Racehorse and

Carcass forcing through the Ice, August 10th; View of an Iceberg ; Plan of Fair

Haven, with the Islands adjacent, on the North West Coast of Spitsbergen, from mi

actual Survey taken in 1773; Chart showing the different Courses steered bt/ his

Majesty's Sloop Racehorse, from July 3d to August 2Vd ; with some mathematical

plates, and sketches from natural history.

t A detachment of the King's Troops and Marines, under the command of

Lieutenant Colonel Smith and Major Pitcairn, having been sent to destroy some

military stores, which the Americans had collected at Concord, were met and

opposed at Lexington by a large body of the Militia, who obliged them to retire

with considerable loss into the town of Boston.

% This took place on the 17th of June. The Americans having collected in

great force under General Putnam, and thrown up some strong redoubts, General

Gage, who commanded in Boston, ordered the Generals, Howe, Clinton, and

Pigot, with about 2000 Troops, to attack the enemy's works, which, after an

obstinate resistance, were carried at the point of the bayonet. The victory

however was dearly bought; 226 of the British were slain, 19 of whom weiv

commissioned Officers, and upwards of 800 wounded
;

while only 30 wounded

Americans, and a few pieces of cannon, were taken.
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town, on the 18th of October, 1775*, v.hen his conduct

obtained the full approbation of the Admiral. He then left the

Preston, and joined the Chatham, of 50 guns, which had recently

arrived, bearing the Flag of Admiral Shuldham, who had been

appointed to a command on the American Station. -

Early in the year 1776, on the evacuation of Boston by
General Howe, Admiral Shuldham's Squadron convoyed that

Officer, and the Troops under his command, to Halifax. In

June the Fleet and Army sailed from Halifax, on an expedition

to New York. In the course of the passage to the latter Port,

Mr. d'Auvergne was made one of the acting Lieutenants of the

Chatham. On the 3d of July the Fleet passed the Bar at Sandy

Hook, and anchored off Staten Island, which was taken possession

of by the Troops without opposition.

At the subsequent debarkation at Gravesend, on Long Island -f,

Mr. d'Auvergne commanded a division of Boats. He also

attended the Army at the battle of Brooklyn ;
was afterwards

detached on the most active services of the campaign, occasionally

on Shore with the Army, or attending it with divisions of Boats

on the Rivers
;
was at the assault of Fort Washington, and at

the almost daily skirmishes at New Rochelle, Kingsbridge, and

on the White Plains.

In the beginning of December he went with Rear-Admiral

Sir Peter Parker, in the Chatham, against Rhode Island
||,

where, during the winter, he was selected to execute several

* The inhabitants of Falmouth having opposed with violence the loading of a

Mast-ship, Admiral Graves directed one of his Captains to proceed thither with

some Ships of War, and to demolish the town, unless they delivered up to him all

their artillery and small arms. This demand being refused, the Ships opened a

heavy cannonade, and in a short time destroyed a hundred and thirty houses, two

hundred and seventy-eight store and warehouses, a large new church, the Court-

house, and the public library. To complete the demolition of the town, a large

body of Seamen and Marines were landed ;
but the Americans having by this

time collected in great force, compelled them to retire to their Boats, with the

loss of several Men.

t Vide the Biographical Memoir of Sir Peter Parker, Bart. NAVAL CHRONICLE,

Vol. XII, page 177.

J NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XII, page 178.

||
NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XII, page 180.
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commissions, from the Admiral and General, to the American

Government at Providence. These lie performed so much to

their satisfaction, and to that of his patron Lord Howe, that,

on the 2d of June, 1777, the latter sent him a commission, as

Lieutenant, to command the Alarm, an armed Vessel (late the

Mansfield East Indiaman, that had been cut down) fitted w ith

considerable care and force for River service.

Lieutenant d'Auvergne commanded this Vessel on the Sea-

connet River, until forced by a detachment of M. d'Estaing's

Fleet to destroy it, on the 29th of July, 1778, with the other

small naval force round Rhode Island, whose Crews were lauded

to do duty in the Batteries during the siege. On this occasion

Mr. d'Auvergne was, early in August, appointed, by Major
General Sir Robert Piggot, Brigade Major to the Brigade of

Seamen and Artillery doing duty in that Garrison,

After M.d'Estaing's discomfiture and retreat to the southward,

the Officers of the destroyed Vessels proceeded to New York,

and severally accounted for the destruction of their respective

commands. Having been discharged from farther responsibility,

they returned to England, in the Leviathan, in the month of

November.

A few days after his arrival, Lieutenant d'Auvergne was

appointed First Lieutenant of the Arethusa Frigate, of 32 guns,

commanded by Captain Charles Holmes Evcritt. He continued

in this Ship, on the Channel Station, till February, 1779> when

she was wrecked near Ushant, after an action with the French

Frigate 1'Aigrette.

It was during the captivity which succeeded this disaster, that

Mr. d'Auvergne was claimed and recognised by the then reigning

Duke of Bouillon, as a member of a branch of his ancient house,

long since emigrated*.- Some very tempting offers were made

to him, by one of the French Ministers, for quitting the Service

of his Country; but, with a becoming spirit, he resisted and

resented the degrading proposal. In this conduct he was

approved by his illustrious relation; and, on his return to

* In the thirteenth century,
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England, he had the additional satisfaction of receiving the

approbation of the Admiralty.

In the summer of 1780, Mr. d'Auvergne was appointed, as

Lieutenant, to command the Lark, a large armed Cutter, which

had been purchased to be converted into a Sloop of War.

After having been one \7oyage in her to the Baltic and the

Coast of Scotland, with a Convoy, he was ordered, in January

1781, to tit for foreign Service: he accordingly sailed from Spit-

head, in the following March, under Commodore Johnstone's

orders, for the memorable expedition against the Cape of Good

Hope. The Squadron arrived at Porto Praya Road, in the

Portuguese Island of St. Jago, after a short and successful pas-

sage. Lieutenant d'Auvergne, however, had been detached to

Madeira, and consequently was absent on the day of the Praya

tight, that strange scene of surprise and confusion. He joined

shortly after, and preceded the expedition in the advanced

Squadron under Captain Piggot. Early in July these detached

Ships fell in with and captured a Dutch East Indiaman, called

the Heldwoltemade, just out of Saldanha Bay, and bound to the

Island of Ceylon, having on board stores and provisions, and

40,0001. sterling in money. From the Passengers of this Dutch

Ship, Mr. d'Auvergne, by his knowledge of the language, drew a

correct statement of the situation, number, and force, of the

Shipping which they had left in the Bay, to the attack of which

he subsequently had the honour to lead. The substance of the

information received was, that M. de Suftrein, notwithstanding

the damage which his Ships sustained in the Porto Praya fight,

had safely arrived, with his whole force, in False Bay, on the

21st of June preceding, and that there were five Dutch East

India Ships at anchor in Saldanha Bay, at some distance irom

the former*. Mr. d'Auvergne having rejoined the Fleet, and

communicated his intelligence, it was clear to both the naval and

military Commanders of the expedition, that their views on the

Cape were entirely frustrated. Commodore Johnstone, however,

* Vide Commodore Johnstone's Gazette letter, announcing the capture of the

Dutch East India Ships in Saldanha Bay.
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determined to profit of what was yet within roach, by an attempt

upon the Dutch Ships in the Bay of Saldanha. This scheme,

by the assistance of Mr. d'Auvergne, was ably and successfully

conducted. The Commodore having run in under the Shore,

during the night, was enabled, by traverses, to turn into the Bay

early in the morning. This was on the lst of July. The

movements of the English were so silent and rapid, that though

the enemy were apprehensive of their danger, and had kept their

fore-top-sails bent in preparation, they had scarcely time, from

the discovery to the coming up of our Ships, to loose them, 'to

cut their cables, and to run the \
7
essels on Shore. The Boats

being instantly manned, our Seamen, with their usual alacrity,

boarded the Ships, w?hich were already set on fire by the enemy,

and had the good fortune to extinguish the flames, and to save

four large Ships, from 1000 to 1 100 tons each
;

but the fire

raged with such fury in the Middleburgh, of equal burthen, that

all their efforts to save her were ineffectual, and she blew up in

less than ten minutes after the Boats had abandoned her. Our

Men, however, by a most extraordinary exertion of labour and

courage, towed her out stern foremost, and thereby saved the

other prizes from destruction.

To the timely arrival of the French Squadron and Troops in

False Bay, Holland owed the preservation of the Cape and its

dependent settlements
;
for neither their Troops nor their forti-

fications were at all capable of resisting the combined naval and

land force under Commodore Johnstone and General Meadows.

From a review of circumstances, it therefore appears extremely

probable, that, had not the British Squadron suffered itself to be

surprised in Porto Praya Bay, Suffrein could not have effected

his escape ;
and that, consequently, the Cape must have fallen

into our possession. As it was, however, the grand object of the

expedition was frustrated, and Commodore Jolmstone's enter-

prise was at an end. But we wish not to depart from the old

and generous adage de mortuis nil nisi bonum.

Excepting the Convoy which was detached to the East Indies,

the remainder of Commodore Johnstone's Squadron had orders
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to rendezvous at St. Helena, where Mr. cTAuvergne arrived, in

the Lark, on the 20th of August, 1781, after having experienced
much distress oft' the Cape of Good Hope, round which, in

company with the Jupiter, he hud attended the division for

India.

At St. Helena Mr. d'Auvergne received his Commission as

Master and Commander, which had been filled up on the 21st

of August. His attachment to his venerable patron, Lord

Howe, rendered it ur.advisable that he should return to England
with the details of the late unfortunate expedition, in the Lark,

which, by the interest of the Captain's friends, the Commodore

had been directed to send with the results. He was therefore

made to exchange with the Commander of the Rattlesnake

(Clements), and was ordered for a Cruise under Captain Paisley,

of the Jupiter, on the Coast of America, and to verify the

position of Trinidad*, and to examine into its fitness for an

establishment to refresh and recruit Shipping passing outward-

bound in those Seas. On this island, since found to be unfit

for such purposes, the Rattlesnake was wrecked, in a tornado,

on the 2d of October, 1782. Notwithstanding the representa-

tion of such a fact, made to the Commodoref on his call there

iii the Diana Frigate, in the fervour of his enthusiasm, he affected

to view it as " a jewel fit to adorn the British Crown J;" and

gave orders to Captain d'Auvergne, and a few Men, to stay and

maintain possession of it, until his Majesty's Ministers should

determine, from his report, whether they should retain a pos-

session that was disputed. For three long months the exiles

remained there, subsisting upon wild sea-fowls only. They

embarked for India on the 28th of December, 1782, on the

Bristol, of 50 guns, and a Convoy of Indiamen, accidentally

making the island on their outward-bound passage. On their

* For a descriptive account of the Island of Trinidad, see the NAVAL CHRO-

NICLE, Vol. VII, page 332.

t Commodore Johnstone, who had removed his broad pendant into the Diana.

* The Commodore's own words,

. 0$wn.aoI.XIII. A A



178 BIOGnATIUCAT, MEMOIR

arrival in India, the inquiry which was instituted on the loss of

the Rattlesnake, produced to Captain d Auvergne considerable

credit lor the temper and discretion with which, during so trying

a situation, he had reconciled and inured the Men who were

under his orders to the unusual and rigorous privations which

they appeared to have been thus inconsiderately exposed to.

His pa.mve and respectful deference to the most extraordinary

commands perhaps ever given by a superior Officer to a pro-

fessional inferior, also obtained lugh commendation, and were

afterwards remembered to his advantage by his gracious Sove-

reign, who granted him Post rank when he returned from India

in January 1 784.

Captain d'Auvergne brought with him Sir Edward Hughes's

account of the cessation of hostilities in India, and w as accom-

panied by the Hon. Colonel Cathcart, who was the bearer of

General Stuart's dispatches to the same purport. On their way

home, they called at the Cape of Good Hope; and, while they

were at that place, the since notorious Directeur, Barras,

arrived there from Europe. He was then a Subaltern in the

provincial regiment de Pondicherry, and, even in that subordinate

station, it clearly appeared that he was troublesome to his

Colonel, General Comte Conway, who recently died Colonel of

one of the Brigade Regiments in our Service.

On his return to England, Captain d'Auvergne found the

Duke of Bouillon waiting his arrival, he having then, through

the learned persons whom he had employed in the research,

traced to his entire satisfaction the filiation of his branch of the

family, which he had been pursuing for many years.

His health having been much impaired during his stay at

Trinidad, he was induced, by the advice of the Faculty, to seek a

more genial climate. Accordingly, in the autumn of 1784, he

passed over to the continent; and, while travelling in the pur-

suit of health, he endeavoured also to render it the source of

mental improvement. In 1785, he was complimented with the

honorary degree of LL.D. at one of the German Universities.

He returned to pass the winter at the Duke of Bouillon's

3
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in Normandy, that illustrious personage having, the preceding

year, formally adopted him as his son and successor*.

In the course of the \\ inter, he had an opportunity of seeing

much of the Duke of Orleans, and of several of the characters

\vho have 811196 figured so conspicuously in the French Revolu-

tion. With their sentiments and principles, however, his were

so widely different, as to preclude either respect, esteem, or

intimacy.

Early in 1786, he came over to England, but left it again in

the spring, on a tour through the western provinces of France,

in the society of the present Lord Sidney. After having been

presented at the Court of the late unfortunate and lamented

Louis the XVlth at Fontainbleau, which they some time attended,

they passed the principal part of the winter at that of Brussels,

M hence they returned to England, in February, 1787- In the

course of the spring he had the honour of being elected and

received a Fellow of the lloyal Society. About the same time

he also was appointed to the command of the Narcissus Frigate,

on the Channel Station. In this Ship he had permission, in

acquiring professional experience in the navigation of the Chan-

nel, to visit the Ports of Normandy and Bretagne, situated

therein. Of this facility he availed himself to be present at the

principal experiments made in the famous enterprise at Cher-

bourg ; and, on this stupendous undertaking, he very early sub-

mitted an opinion to his patron, then First Lord of the Admi-

ralty, which time has not given him any reason to alter f.

In January, 1790, his health obliged him again to relinquish

*
Conformably to precedents established in the Dutchy, so far back as during

the reign of the l*t Duke Godfrey, the celebrated Chief of the Crusade, and

since repeated, and in the time of Louis the XHIth of France, established the late

reigning branch of the house d'Auverg-ie.

t Early in the year 1783, the works which were carrying on at Cherbourg

were almost entirely destroyed in a violent gale of Wind. The French Govern-

ment abandoned the project of repairing them, from a representation of the prin-

cipal engineers employed, who discovered that, on 'the rock on which the cones

were sunk, were three or four feet of sand ;
of course, the weight of these enor-

mous machines made the sand at different times give way, so that they could not

keep their level. Nearly 200,0001. had been expended on this stupendous rock.
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the command of his Ship ;
and the tottering appearance which

all ancient institutions, near to or connected \vith France, pre-

sented at this time, called his attention to his private aftairs.

The Duke of Bouillon pressingly urging him to come to him,

to settle them, he accordingly went, and staid privately in the

country, with the Duke, till it \\as no longer safe for even a

stranger, professing the loyal and moral sentiments which he

always avowed, to remain. lit left Fiance some little time

before the Duke of Dorset entered into the discussions which

ware followed by his return.

The Duke Godefroy of Bouillon died in December, 1793,,

and was succeeded by his only son, the hereditary Prince James

Leopold, who was proclaimed reigning Duke of Bouillon; the

oaths of fidelity and allegiance being taken, both to him and to

the Prince Successor, the subject of this memoir, by the Go-

vernor General, the Administration, and the whole population

of the Dutchy.

The Prince Successor of Bouillon had obtained the Royal

License of our Gracious Sovereign, in February 1792, to accept

the nomination to the succession and titles, to which he was

called, on the specified conditions of taking the titles and armo-r

rial bearings, and continuing in the service of his country, which

no personal motive could induce him to relinquish.

As a lover and patron of the liberal arts, his name was

enrolled, as a perpetual member, on the books of the Society of

Arts, established at the Adelphi ;
he was also one of the early

associates of that which was instituted for the improvement of

Naval Architecture, founded by the patriotic genius of the late

Mr. Sew el ; but, with many others, who saw it degenerate into

a club of professional artificeis, he ceased his attendance.

Early in 1 793, introduced by his intimate friend, the Noble

President of the Royal Society of Antiquarians, he was unani-

mously ballotted as member of that learned body.

In June 1794, our Officer was appointed Captain of the

Nonsuch, and Commander of a Flotilla of Gun-boats, stationed

for the cover of the Islands of Jersey and Guernsey, where they

Arrived in August. In the month of December following, he,
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received the honourable commission to succeed Earl Balcarras,

in the controul and direction of the bounties granted by Govern-

ment to the French lay Emigrants in the islands of Jersey and

Guernsey*; and, in January 1795, as Commandant of the Flo-

tilla on the Station, he was vested with the supreme direction

and inspection of the organization of the military corps of Offi-

cers raised from those refugees. The communication with the

Royalist parties was also committed to his charge. His mode
of administering the munificence of Government to those unfor-

tunate victims to their faith and loyalty, exposed him to the

envious calumny of a biographical libeller f; an attack which

procured him an address, signed by all that were venerable and

respectable among those noble victims, acknowledging, in the

name of the whole, that the liberal delicacy which he exercised

in l\\i: distribution of this munificence, was such as not to allow

them to feel it as eleemosynary.

His direction of the emigrant corps became one of the osten-

sible causes for what he subsequently suffered at Paris, when he

went thither to establish his claims of indemnities for his seques-

trated property after the Peace of Amiens. The principles by

which he directed these patriotic adherents to the ancient regime,

may be seen in a Confidential Address, w herein he endeavoured

to urge their loyalty to action. This, the indiscretion of some of

them exposed, and it was afterwards published, as a State Paper,

in one of the Annual Registers, during the late War.

A short time before the death of Earl Howe, feeling his

situation with a Flotilla at Jersey too passive for an active dispo-

sition, he consulted his patron respecting a removal to such a

situation in the Fleet as his seniority in the Service entitled him

to. A very long and detailed letter from his noble and revered

* In the participation of these bounties the clergy were always administered by

their Bishops, who, so far from deserving the calumnies pointed at them, received

no greater portion than the meanest of their curates, and all under the directions

of a committee of Government in London.

t We are in full possession of the name, character, &c. of the scribbler here

alluded to
;
but we shall not drag him from that oblivion to which he has been

}png most justly consigned.
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patron dissuaded him from that project ; strongly inculcating,

that it was not the rate of the Ship, or the evidence of the

situation, that gave importance to the services of an Officer ;

and urging him to continue to exert his best abilities in the

situation of confidence in v.hich his Majesty's Ministers had

placed him
;

as they were the best judges of who were to be

passive, and who were to be defensive, in the public service.

In the year 1798, the Duke of Bouillon's professional ser-

vices were honoured with the distinction of a Broad Pendant*,

under which he continued to command the defensive Flotilla at

Jersey till the Peace of Amiens.

This became an eventful period, a remarkable epoch in his

life.

For restitution or indemnity for the alienated domains, for his

feudal rights, and for his other property in the succession of the

Dukes of Bouillon, Captain d'Auvergne, their legitimately

designed successor, was counselled by some of our most distin-

guished lawyers, to apply to the Government of France. He
was advised, also, by his friends, to assert rights which were the

more important to him, as, after the preceding eight years of an

uninterrupted service of his country, in a situation of trust, in

which considerable sums of the public money had been adminis-

tered, although not rich at his entrance upon that service, he was

considerably poorer at its close. Accordingly, after the Defi-

nitive Treaty of Amiens had been ratified, he solicited, and

obtained permission to go to Paris, to consult proper persons

respecting the prosecution of his claims, and to endeavour to

recover some of that property, the inheritance of which had been

so solemnly entailed upon him. With these views, he provided

himself with the usual passports from the Secretary of State for

the Foreign Department, which, as a farther precaution, he pro-

cured to be countersigned by M. Otto, the Charge des Affaires

of the (then) Republic, here. Tims provided, with the addition

*
This, for the expediency of service, was hoisted on board what his calum-

niator calls a Gun-boat; but which he should have informed himself, was a rated

Port Ship, although of a construction particular for the services on which it was

wanted.
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of a letter of introduction to Mr. Merry, from Lord Hawkes-

bury's Office, he landed in Normandy, accompanied by a friend,

Mt-jor Dumaresq, of the 31st regiment of the militia of Jersey,

aud two servants, and proceeded directly to Paris
; acting with

that circumspection, and having recommended the same to those

with him, which prudence seemed more particularly to prescribe

to an Officer, whose Services might perhaps not have escaped
the notice of a Government from which he was about to claim

justice with respect to his rights. He reached Paris on the

2?th of August, 1802, and immediately occupied himself in

putting his claims in a train to be submitted to the decision of

the French Government. His leisure hours were employed in

viewing the Louvre, and the rich collections which it had lately

received. He visited the Thuillcries, to view the parade of

Quintidi (the 2d of September) but declined presentation, from

motives for which he conceived his friends would do him justice.

Afterwards/ however, he was given to understand, that visiting

the Thuilleries, or indeed Paris, without the ceremonial of pre-

sentation, and humiliation before the Consul, was interpreted as

a disrespect, which certainly was far from his intention. Having
a leisure hour, he wished to satisfy himself respecting their much

spoken of military exhibition, the parade of Quintidi; and he

had been told from Mr. Merry, that he might innocently satisfy

his curiosity, by presenting himself as an English Officer in his

uniform, and retiring when he was gratified, which was all that

he did. He was, however, on the morning of the 7th of Sep-

tember, about seven o'clock, surprised in his bed at the Hotel de

Rome (Fau.ibourg St. Germain), where he lodged, by a num-

ber of ferocious looking men, \\ horn, upon explanation, he found

to be shires, or persons of the Police, headed by a Commissary

and two Exempts, who set about rifling his room, sedulously

collecting every scrap of paper, and prying into the most private

corners, rudely summoning him to attend them to the Minister

of the Police, (the Ex-Priest Fouche,) who desired to see him

immediately, scarcely allowing him to put on his clothes, or the

horses to be put to the job carriage which he used. He,

however, hurried himself, and after sending his servant to an-
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nounce this unpleasant event to Mr. Merry, whose hotel wast

within two doors, he proceeded, with an Exempt of the Police

in the carriage with him, and eight or ten sbires, or Officers,

attending on foot, with the Commissary, who had made notes of

the arrest, and who carried the private papers. Arrived at the

bureau de la Police General, he was escorted up to the very top

of the house, into a sort of anti-room, or garret, in which were

five or six employes, or runners, of the vilest appearance, who

kept going in and out every moment. About an hour after his

first introduction to this place, he was shown into an office in

another part of the building, where sat a M. Desmarete, Secre-

tary to the Minister Fouche, who said he was charged by his

principal to ask him a few questions; which were answered by

asking a leading one, as, to what motive might be ascribed the

violation of the laws of hospitality which he at that moment

experienced, and had suffered at the hotel where he lodged ?

The Secretary's reply was, that the Minister had a "prevention"

(prejudice), a great
"
prevention" against him, for his services

during the War
;
and sought to prevail upon him to avow, that

Mr. Pitt had determined to wage a War of extermination in the

bosom of France
;

that Mr. Windham had planned it
;
and that

the Captain, by the influence of his name, as Duke of Bouillon,

and his connexions in the Western Provinces, had directed its

execution, to the utmost of his power, and the great detriment

of the interests of the Republic. To this he replied, that he

conceived that the Treaty of Amiens iiad terminated all discus-

sions of the kind : he had no explanations to give of any part of

his conduct antecedent to that epoch ;
and disdained to answer

to such unqualified accusations, as were made with the most

odious and insulting epithets against Messieurs Pitt and Wind-

ham, whose confidential agent they accused him of being. He

professed his readiness to answer to facts, but declined combating

"preventions," which he could not think to be seriously the

cause of the cruel insult which he experienced. After about an

hour's discussion with this M. Desmarets, he was remanded to

the same vile place which he had quitted, still more vilely attended

than in the morning. He obtained leave to address a letter to
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Mr. Merry, stating his then painful situation, whl h, notwith-

standing M. Desmarets' promise, he afterwards found was never

delivered. M. Desmarets informed him, that he would be called

before the "
JHfagistrat de quart i.er" to answer to these "

pre-

ventions" of M. Fouche, for whom he patiently waited till two

o'clock. AY hen called before him, who was likewise an ex-

pnet, of the name of Faridel, he was ushered through the pub-
lic hail of the building, where two J'lmigrt-s, who had been ir.uler

his orders at Jersey, were waiting, to see and identity him, if

necessary, as the person who had commanded the Naval depart-

ment in that Island during the War, and had been the means of

much mischief, as they pretended, to the Republic. To M.
Faridel's questions, which lie observed w ere written, and of the

same tendency as those of M. De.miarets, he answered in mono-

syllables, conceiving it to be the only way that "
prevent i .

should be treated. M. Faridel kept him nearly an hci-r, but

suffered it to escape him, that he did not see the motive <

of his detention; and the Captain was conducted '
.

of the same vile assemblage that he had before b;

Here one, a little more decent than the rest, goi

come in, a sort of Commissary, who tcld him, that the Minister,

Fouche, was going to Malmaison^ to take the Consul's com-

mands upon his detention ;
such importance did they affect to

attach to what the Magistrate appeared not to comprehend.

The tedious long clay was d; awing to a close, when Mr. Merry

sent a message by a servant, desiring to b. i whither the

prisoner was to be conveyed, if removed from his then situation ;

a circumstance M hich he had been in hopes that he would have

been informed of by Mr. Merry ; but, seeing no prospect of

immediate release, he obtained, by means of his sen ant, who w as

allowed to wait without, a cup of coffee, the first refreshment

which he had had that day. M. Fouche was in and out of the

hotel several times in the course of the day, but did not deign

to opcupy himself an instant with the situation of Captain

d'Auvergne.

An English Officer's liberty unjustly violated, w.as not of

. ffifcron, aoI.XIII. B B
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sufficient moment to command a minute of the attention of an

ex-monk, indulging in luxury and pride. He did not, as his

Commissary, who perhaps was employed to deceive, had said,

go to Malmaison, but went to dine with the Consul Cambaceres,

and, at ten o'clock, the same person who had mentioned at

first his going to the First Consul, came in and told the pri-

soner, that from Cambaceres' dinner the Minister had gone to

the opera ; he, therefore, must quietly go to the Temple for the

iii^'ht.
The Captain offered to pay for a room in the Police till

morning, which was refused him: and an exempt entered, who,

with two sbircs, conducted their prisoner down to the Court-

yard, where a fiacre was waiting, into which they entered and

proceeded to the Temple, within whose awful and blood-stained

gate he \vas received about eleven o'clock, and ushered through

three or four heavily-ironed wickets, to the grejfe. Here his

appearance was minutely detailed, and registered, after which he

was conducted to the keep, or tower of the temple, through a*

many more iron doors as he had already passed, to the apart-

ments which had been occupied by the late unfortunate Royal

Family, in the anti-room of which he was shocked by the ap-

pearance of a rude ferocious half-naked, figure, partly rolled in a

blanket, and lying on a straw bag. It reared itself half up, as if

disturbed by the grating of the iron doors on their hinges, and
'

muttered, in a low'and hollow tone of voice,
" Quoi done, une

outre victime! est-ce que eela nejinira jamais?" The hideous

aspect of this pale and v\ an figure excited horror, and may partly

be conceived by those who have minutely examined the late Sir

Joshua Reynolds'^ famous picture of . Ugolini. The Captain

hastened through .this dismal dungeon to an inner room, to

which he was shown, and which had been occupied by the

beautiful and virtuous Princess Elizabeth. He stifled his com-

plaints, which perhaps might have been just, as he was per-

suaded, that all that a prison could have of horrors, were foimd

here
;

but the recollection of what virtue and grandeur these

melancholy walls had within the few last fleeting years con-

tained, silenced every selfish reflection. Here he was deposited

by his rough guide, who requested him to pay for the candle

7
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which he left him, and proffered him his services. He bribed

this garcon to procure him ?ome simple refreshment from
without. Simple he required it to be, for he had been cautioned,

as he came down the stairs of die Police to proceed to the Tem-

ple, to be aware of what he ate aud drank in the abode that he

was going to
;

" Le sage entend a derni mot" " On
i/

debite

des ragouts Italiens" was added, aud it was understood as a

friendly hint.

Tempted by the liberality of his new guest, the turnkey

returned with bread and a cold fowl, with an uncorked bottle of

wine, from without, which refreshment had become necessary to

nature, now almost exhausted,' and after significantly pointing

to a straw bed and fijthy prison blanket, added,
" Foila ou vous

pouvez reposerj and was retiring, w hen, upon inquiry who the

wretch apparently suffering in the anti-room was, lie replied by

shrugging his 'shoulders, and added, in a whisper,
" C'est un

'

mouton, fermcz bien votre porte," and left the prisoner to his

reflections. Imagination soon presented him with the scenes,

the melancholy scenes which those silent \valls had encompassed :

how, therefore, could he complain*? He passed the night lean-

ing'iipon a poele, or stove, which had been placed in the centre

of the room, musing on the extraordinary cruelty of his situation,

yet patientlv.and calmly waiting the official interference of his

Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary, who, he had no doubt,

would, with the dignity becoming his Majesty's representative,

claim and rescue from the"jaws of despotic tyranny, an English

Officer, who could not on any ground be accused of cvime,

unless that*of being an Englishman were- considered to be one.

As lie had not been ordered " au secret" that L. under close con-

finement, he was in the morning permitted to take the air in a

sort of court, called the garden, which surrounded the keep. In

this walr. he me.t a person whom he had some knowledge of

before, M. Fauche, the celebrated bookseller of Neufchate!, who

was confined for having been connected with a Bareuth cor-

respondence, and who explained what was meant by a moufan,

who is a villain disguised, put in the way of those who are

detained upon slight pretexts, to endeavour, by exciling commise-
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ration for apparent ill treatment, to betray the innocent into some

unguarded expressions (ifindignation aguinvt the supposed authors

of the cruelty, and thereby give a hold for farther persecution.

This universal usage, in all the houses of detention, vvjll convey

an idea of the equitable practice of the late Consular Govern-

ment. When Captain d'Auvergne expressed his indignation to

the concierge, or keeper of the Temple, for this cruel illiberality,

he ingenuously pleaded the obligations which he was under by

his instructions; and, at ihe h:tervei;tion of the confidential

lawyer who had undertaken thy care of his private concerns, the

mouton was removed to another part of the keep-, a:id, by the-

firmness of the same friend, decent bedding and rcfrer-lanent

were allowed to be brought in to the prisoner from without.

He was also allowed, on the third day, to be attended by his

servant, upon condition, how ever, of the latter being considered

as a prisoner likewise.

At the moment, on the morning of the 9th of September,

when the wickets were opened, he hoped for his release; but

they were only unbolted for the admission of the friend who had

accompanied him to Paris, and who came thither as ignorant as

himself of even the probable cause of the detention of either of

them. It appeared that Mr. Merry's representation and remon-

strance to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Citizen Talleyrand,

remained without answer. This disrespect to the representative

of his Master, and his Country, occasioned more pain to Captain-

d'Auvergne than even his own cruel situation did, as he was con-

fident that that would be of but short duration, though lie had

not the satisfaction to obtain intimation of the cause of his con-

finement, farther than the idle pretext which had been suggested

in M. Desmaret/ conversation. This state of uncertainty

continued until the ICth of September, in the morning, when the

keeper of the Temple brought the glad tidings of liberation,

with directions for the prisoners to call at the l.iirenu de l<i

Police, the next day at noorv for their papers. This they did,

as prescribed, and had a:i interview with M. Desmarc!-, whj

much urged Captain d'Auvergne to write to the [Minister, and

slat* that M-jasieurj Pitt and \Viudhain had enua^cd him to
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employ all unjustifiable means of destruction against the Repub-
lic

;
in short, to avow all the infernal plots which their black

minds presented to their troubled imaginations. This he indig-

nantly spurned at, and absolutely declined entering into any sort

of correspondence with M. Fouche. On the following day

they \veie called, by a note from the Prefect Dubois, to the

bureau <Je la Prefecture Gtntrah de la Police, and had each a

passport delivered to them, very equivocally worded, tending to

.expose them to every sort of embarrassment in their progress

through the Country, which they'were commanded to depart
'

from, and to leave the territory of the Republic in twenty-four

hours
;
which all who know Paris, the roads, and rate of posting,

will readily admit to be a physical impossibility. On the day of

their departure they were provided v\ ith proper passports from

his Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary, those of Lord Hawkes-

bury having been taken away. Those of Mr. Merry were

countersigned by the Minister Talleyrand. The Captain, with

great satisfaction, ordered post-horses, and left his interests and

fortune to be pursued by agents, to whom he was obliged to con-

fide them*; having thus unjustifiably been expelled like an out-

cast, from a country which he had respected as at peace with

his own, after the publication of the Treaty concluded at Amiens,

under \\ Inch lie had conceived himself entitled to protection, in

common with every other Englishman. Had pleasure, or idle

curiosity, been the motive of his excursion to Paris, perhaps he

would not have complained of the insult which he experienced ;

but, after having exhausted his very limited resources in the ser-

vice of his Country, he had been driven to seek to recover some

of that property which he confidently believed that the Treaty of

Peace would restore and secure to^him.

Captain d'Auvergne respectfully submitted his case to his

Majesty's Ministers, and it became the subject of conversation

in the House of Commons ;
but we believe no determination

was formed, nor has any step been taken on the subject.

At the renewal of hostilities, however, our Officer's services

were again called forth, in the situation which he formerly filled ;

and in September, 1803, the Severn, of 44 guns, fitted at

Woolwich, w as sent to him to receive his broad Pendant ;
the
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States of Jersey having manifested their confidence in his exer-

tions, by a liberal vote of bounties to such Seamen as would serve

under his command, one hundred of whom were promptly raised

iu the Island,

Already a member, as Duke of Bouillon, of two celebrated

Equestrian Orders on the Continent, he was, in November 1803,

at a Chapter General of the Capitulary Order of St. Joachim,

elected a member of the Grand Cross of that Association of

German Princes, whose device is order, and whose motto " Dei

Legi et Prindpi*

Our readers are already in possession of the fate of the Severn*.

The unusually heavy gales of Wind, which prevailed during last

winter, were severely felt about Jersey and Guernsey: after

breaking all her anchors, parting a Lane of Battle Ship's mooring

chain, and a 22-inch cable, she was cast ashore in the month of

December last. Happily, however, she struck in such a situation,

that, by the indefatigable exertions of the Officers and Men, no

lives were lost ; and though the Ship, from age and long service

extremely weak, has been totally wrecked, her stores and mate-

rials have been saved, from amidst an impetuous tide, raging

among a labyrinth of rocks and shoals.

At the period of writing the present memoir, we understand

that the gallant Commodore is in daily expectation of being

appointed to another Ship, on the same Station, his services in

that quarter being considered of peculiar importance.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

The following particulars, the authenticity of which may be

fally depended on, will inform the reader of the family connexions

of the Duke of Bouillon, and^ will farther tend to contradict the

calumnious assertions of the anonymous libeller to whom we have

before alluded.

Philip d'Auvergne was the fourth, and now the only surviving

*on of Charles d'Auvergne, Esq. and Miss Elizabeth Le Geyt,
his first wife, daughter of Philip Le Geyt, Esq. Chief Civil

Magistrate of the Royal Court, and President of the States of

Jersey.

* Vide page 56,
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Charles d'Auvergne, Esq. and his only brother, James d'Au-

yergne, Esq. both received commissions in the Army while at

Greenwich Academy, where they were educated; one in the

7th Regiment of Foot, and the other in Frampton's Corpt.

Charles, the father of the Duke of Bouillon, quitted the Army for

his health, but was in the expedition on the Coast of France, in

1758, with the Duke of Marlborough, and in his family; his

Grace afterwards gave him a nominal appointment, on the Ord-

nance Establishment, merely to free him from personal services

in the militia, to which every inhabitant of the Island is subject,

unless attached to some part of the King's service.

It was on this expedition that he renewed his acquaintance will

Lord Howe, which was afterwards of such advantage to his son,

the subject of the above memoir. Neither of the brothers was

concerned in trade, though they undoubtedly honoured the respec-

table character of the English Merchants ; but James continued ia

the Army, was Equerry to the King in the early part of the pre-

sent reign, and retired, as a Major-General, to Southampton,
where he died, in December, 1799, universally regretted and

respected, after having been Mayor of that ancient Corporation.

The Duke of Bouillon has two half brothers, by his father's

second marriage to Miss Bandinel, daughter to the Seigneur de

Melesches, and head of one of the most ancient families in tie

Lland. This family is also connected, maternally, with the de

Carteret and Lempriere families
; and, by the former, has affinity

with those of the English noble families, of kindred with, aad

descended from, the great Lord Granville, Viscount Thrnne, of

Spencer Llansdowne, Bath and Carteret, &c. Both the Duke's

brothers are in his Majesty's service.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, fcc.

NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

REMOVAL OF CONTAGION.

HPHE pre-eminence of the Navy of this country over every marine

^ establishment of the world, whether military or commercial,

is universally acknowledged ; yet the permanence of this supe-

riority must unfortunately depend, not only on the bravery of the

British Tars, which we would fondly imagine to be essential ia
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the soil of their nativity, but to the expedients that modern inge-

nuity has discovered. Pfaff, Professor of Chemistry at Kiel, has

inserted in the Journal du Nord the following article, which will

deserve the attention of the Uoai-d of Admiralty :

" In the Danish Frigate Frodcrik stein, the Captain had directed

frequent fumigation from the oxygenated muriatic acid, and the

Crew enjoyed almost uninterrupted health, although the Ship was

crowded with an uncommon number of Soldiers, destined to com-

plete the Garrison of St. Croix. We all know the destructive

effects on the ligneous material, from the decomposition of the.

metallic matter employed in Ship-building. On examining the

Vessel we have named, after its return to Copenhagen, it has

been found, that the ferruginous bolts and fastenings have not in

the least degree been injured by the acid vapour. This circum-

stance, noticed by Mr. Schell on the authority of Holcnberg, who
has been placed both in the situation of a Captain and a Ship-

builder, gives to this mode of purification a decided preference
over other means that have been employed. We will only mention

one instance : we allude to the method of lining, or white-washing,
which materially accelerates the destruction of the Ship, by pre-

renting the aqueous evaporation."
At a period like the present, when a sort of general quarantine

is adopted throughout Europe, the subsequent communication may
be of some importance. It is given, on the authority of a learned

foreign Professor, as a means of purifying a Ship, House, or Hos-

pital, without removing the inhabitants.

To effect this, the operator may take a small portable chaffing

dish, in which an earthen pipkin is placed, provided with some

marine salt, or muriate of soda. Uport this should be gradually

poured small quantities of the sulphuric acid, in order that the

disengagement of the muriatic gas should not be precipitately

effected. This apparatus may be conveyed, not only to the dif-

ferent apartments, but, for the greater security, to the corners of

each of them, and it may be repeated, without any inconvenience,

as frequently as the prudence of the practitioner shall deem ne-

cessary.

To augment the efficacy of these fumigations, to the quantity of

marine salt required may be added two drachms of the black

oxyde of manganese in fine powder. The same result may be

obtained without the aid of fire, by introducing into a common

flask, or other suitable vessel, the following active ingredients:

Muriatic acid, four ounces;
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lilack oxydc of manganese in powder, two drachms;
Nitrous acid, half a drachm.

From this admixture- will arise a volatile fluid, expanding in

every direction, penetrating every crevice, and which mav be

stopped at pleasure, by a cork applied to the mouth of the ilask

from which it is emitted.

FLOATING MORTAR IJATTIUIY.

A FLOA.T1XG Mortar Battery, for the bombardment of the

enemy's Ports, has been invented by Mr. Congreve, son of General

Congreve, of the Artillery, which is proof both against shells and

red hot balls. It is said to be so contrived, that though provided

botli with masts and sails for any Voyage, yet they can be securely

disposed of in less than a quarter of an hour, so that the Battery

then presents nothing but a mere hull, with sloping sides, upon the

water, which is rowed by forty Men under cover of the bomb-

proofs, and may, by the peculiar construction of the masts and

rigging, be brought under sail again as expeditions!}- as dismantled.

The rudder and moorings are entirely under water, and protected

by the bomb-proof, so that no disappointment as to them can

possibly arise. The Battery is armed with four large mortars for

bombardment, and four 4'2-pounder carronades for self-defence,

though from being covered with plates and bars of iron, she can

neither be set lire to, norbe carried by boarding. Four suchVessels,

though they are not more than '250 tons burthen each, and draw

less than 1'2 feet water, would throw upwards of 500 shells into

any place in one tide, and with the greatest effect and precision;

both because from their construction they have nothing to appre-

hend from approaching the enemy's Batteries, and because from

the peculiar contrivance of the mortar-beds, the elevation of the

mortars is not affected by the rolling or pitching of the Vessel.

Several of our most eminent Naval Men have seen and approved of

the contrivance, and it is said that Ministers have attended to this

gentleman's plans, and have it in contemplation to institute, with

all expedition, vigorous and regular bombardments of such of the

enemy's Ports as contain any considerable accumulation of their

Flotilla.

THE JAIL FEVl'.U.

THE Jail Fever, according to a modern writer, is occasioned

by two noxious airs combined. One of these airs is destroyed by

lime water, and the other by the vapour of vinegar. Ninety-Iiva

Men of a Ship of the Line being infected with the Jail Fever,

f2ato. CJwm. ffiol. XIII. cc
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were sent to the Hospital, and the Captain, who had recovered

from it, had lime. water sprinkled over the deck, guns, and guu-

carria^es, which were then washed clean: the sides within, beams,

&c. were also white-washed with lime mixed with size. Fires

were lighted on shot placed on the bottoms of half tubs, and the

shot, after being heated, were made cool with vinegar, which

occasioned sufficient vapour. This last was repeated every day
for a week, at the expiration of which time the Ship was free from

contagion.

ENGLISH GRATITUDE.

A YOUNG Man, a Midshipman, whose father hold-, a situation

in Covent Carden Theatre, was taken prisoner during the last

Spanish War, and carried to Peru, in South America, where he

remained on parole for some years. During this period an acci-

dent brought him acquainted wilh a lady, a near relation of a very

high female personage in that kingdom of New Spain, whose influ-

ence at length procured his liberty : some time after which he.

returned to England. In the pursuit of his profession he had the

fortune to have a birth on board the Ship, perhaps the most suc-

cessful in capturing the Spanish pri/es lately arrived in our Ports,

It happened that this young man was detached with a party of

Seamen, to take possession of a valuable prize just taken; when,

upon boarding the Ship, he found, to his utter astonishment, the

very lady to Avhose kind attentions he had been under so many
obligations. It was now his singular fortune to have his case

exactly reversed, and to enjoy the supreme felicity of being able

to repay his obligation-; wirh a large interest. The circumstance

was no sooner made known to his Shipmates, than with the gene-

rosity so characteristic of British Seamen, the Officers and Crew

immediately agreed to restore her property to their illustrious

captive. All her large arid beautiful vessels of pure gold, an

immense quantity of the most valuable jewels, all her costly furni-

ture, and property of every description to an exceedingly large

amount, with which she was returning to her native country, were

restored to her: thus nobly proving, that humane and generous
treatment of a British Seaman in misfortune, will never fail to be

gratefully remembered by his gallant companion-, when occasion

shall present itself. The fortunate Midshipman (whose share of

prize-money cannot be less than between 4 and iOOOl.) has taken

his illustrious friend .under his protection during her
stfaj

i^i ihi-

countrs. 1
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FORTITUDE AND HUMOUR OF A BRITISH TAR.

A SHORT time since, John Ryan, a Seaman of his Majesty's Ship

Raisonablc, after sulFering a considerable time in the Royal Hos-

pital at Haslar with a bad leg, was relieved by the amputation of

it by Mr. Dodds, one of the Surgeons of the establishment. During
the operation he neither uttered a sigh, or groan, or single syllable;

but when carried back to his bed he requested one parting look at

the limb, to which he then addressed the following serio-comic

apostrophe:
" You d d ungrateful rascal, -who after helping me

out of many scrapes, and into many prisons, for the last two years

have been a miserable torment to me
;

I thank God that in now

losing you I am become comparatively at ease!"

SCALK OF EUROPEAN SHIPPING.

SIR Walter Raleigh made a very ingenious calculation of the

maritime power of Europe in his time; and Sir William Petty,

from better lights, gave another calculation, which was long con-

sidered as a correct standard. He thought that the Dutch had

about 900,000 tons of Shipping ;
Croat Britain 500,000; Sweden,

Denmark, and the trading towns in Germany, '250,000; Portugal

and Italy, 250,000; and France, about 100,000. Since that

period, however, very great alterations have taken place.

About sixty years ago, on the supposition of the Shipping of

Europe being divided into twenty parts, the following was given,

as a scale of the proportions belonging to the respective Powers:

Great Britain Six.

The United Provinces , -. Six.

The Subjects of the Northern Crowns Two.

The trading Cities of Germany and the

' Austrian Netherlands One.

France JKO.

Spain and Portugal Tiso.

Italy and the rest of Europe One.

A calculation of this kind might be serviceable at the present

day. Besides exhibiting the state of commerce, it might serve as a

standard, by which to ascertain how far the respective nations rise

and sink in that respect : for, as these proportions vary, it is evident

that the general aspect of affairs must vary also. Thus, should

France ever acquire as great a proportion of trade and naval lorce

as Britain, it would be of far greater consequence to her than all

the extension of territory Mhicb she has hitherto made.
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MR. EDITOR,

A S your invaluable AVork is the vehicle of every species of infer,

** mation which concerns or interests the Naval World; and

as every particular which tends to Ihe advancement of a science so

important to Great Britain and the world in general, as that of

Navigation, will, 1 am persuaded, be favourably received by you;
I have reason to hope that you will admit into your excellent

Miscellany the following brief description of a newly invented Sex.

tant, for taking celestial observations
;

and of some essential

improvements which have been recently made in the construction

of the Mariner's Compass, particularly of the A/.imuth Compass,

Tvhich is used for determining the variation of the magnetic needle

at Sea.

It would be superfluous for me to attempt a description of the

great importance of these instruments to the Navigator. It would

be equally so to describe the numerous defects to which they are

subject, and the considerable errors in determining a Ship's place

at Sea, which are experienced by the most expert and scientific

observers, in consequence of the unknown errors of the Sextant,

us well as of thqse which are found in the reckoning, in conse-

quence of the defects of the Compass.
The methods of determining the longitude, the effect of the

genius and labours of several distinguished Men, particularly of

our own country, have been carried to a wonderful degree of

accuracy ;
and the precepts which have been detailed with so

much judgment, science, and clearness, by a MASKELYXE and a

MACKAY, have been, in innumerable instances, carried into prac-

tice by careful observers, with instruments which had been improved

by the mechanical skill of a RAMSDKX. But although the accuracy

of the precept, the attention of the observer, and the ingenuity of

the artist, have frequently been so combined as to promise the

utmost precision in the determination, and to fix a result which

should be considered as a standard ; subsequent observations, made

with equal care, by the same precepts, and even with the same

instruments, have seldom been found to correspond therewith,

while there have existed no means of ascertaining the truth or

falsehood of any individual observation.

There is not the least reason to doubt, that these differences,

which are generally very considerable) arise chiefly from the
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imperfection of the instruments in general use; and although
moans have been pointed out for reducing such inaccuracies, it

does not appear that they have ever approached to perfection.

The new Sextant, -which, from its figure, may be called a

DOUBT.?: SEXTANT, (and as it answers the purpose for which two

Sextants are generally t-ikerr to Sea.) is extremely simple in its

construction; and its si/e and weight are but very little greater

than of those in common use. Its formation differs from the latter

in having txo graduated arches and t:co indices, by -which it

possesses the peculiar properties of ah:ay ft exhibiting the indci.

error, (the most common error of the Sextant,) if any; the

results of which will, of course, be obviated; and should there

happen to exist, from any cause whatever, (that is to say, from

the contraction or expansion of the metal, by cold or heat, in

var ving climates, &c.) the least degree of error, it may, at all

times, be exactly determined and allowed for: so that in no case

can any error, in. a determination of latitude or of longitude, arise

from this cause. For, in taking an observation, the two indices

may be moved, almost at the same instant, in opposite directions,

so as precisely to correct each other.

Another peculiar advantage is, that of allowing a second obser-

vation to be taken without shifting the instrument from the eye.

Because no sooner shall an observation be taken by means of one

arch, than, the index being clamped, a second observation may be

instantly taken with the other arch, and equally correct. These

are singular conveniences; especially as it frequently happens

that, after taking one observation, before the angle on the arch

can be read off, and the instrument adjusted for a second obser-

vation, the object becomes obscured. Observations arc therefore

made by the new instrument, with a saving of time and trouble,

and with greater accuracy than heretofore.

Ifcnco it will appear, that the principal errors of the Sextant

hitherto in general use are obviated; that consequently deter-

minations of latitude and longitude by celestial observations, and

the angles taken in surveying, will be so much the more correct.

To the. Navigator and Surveyor it will also prove the. more accep-

table, because they may vary their observations from different

parts of the arch, even when the distance is from 90 to 100

degrees.

The divisions of the arches and the nonius divisions are executed

with the utmost degree of precision, by the methods adopted and

the identical engine used by the celebrated and much regrrftcd

Ramsden
,-
and the telescopes arc of a description very superior to
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those formerly used for the best Sextants, having a much larger

Held of view, and by which objects will appear much more dis-

tinct than usual.

The foregoing are the advantages of the new Sextant ; an instru-

ment which, more than any other, will be found to facilitate and

determine, to perfection, the important problem of the longitude.

The following observations on the Compass will show how much
this valuable instrument has likewise been improved:-

It is well known among Mariners that the Compasses generally

used have been liable to many and great defects : that it seldom

happens that the centre of motion and centre of gravity are to bo

found in the same place; and that the card and needle have been

subject to a great deal of unnecessary motion, arising from friction,

&c. Nor are these and several other common, yet very_gross

defects, confined to the common Compasses alone; since they will

be found in all the best azimuth and other Compasses of the superior

description. An error in the construction of the centre point, or

pin,
is also common to most of them ; as well as that, by the com-

mon mode of placing the gimbals, they are liable to a great deal of

motion, arising from that of the Ship, which is completely avoided

by the present mode of construction.

The graduated stop, or nonius^ applied to Dr. Knight's and

other a/.imuth Compasses, for taking the bearings more minutely,

being placed vertically, is also the means, when used, ofpushing
the curd off its centre^ thereby injuring the centre point, and thus

losing, in great measure, its utility.

In the new Compass these defects are obviated ; perhaps to the

highest degree of which the instrument is susceptible ;
as this is so

formed that the centre of motion and centre of gravity will always

be found in the same point. The gimbals act upon a very peculiar

and improved principle, which precludes the motion that would

otherwise be communicated by the rolling and pitching of the

Ship. By the improper situation of the weight in the kettle of

the Compass, it is likewise commonly subject to a great deal of

motion in a rough Sea, which might be avoided, and is actually

obviated in the new Compass, by its being so differently placed,

that, however the instrument may be agitated, it will preserve its

accustomed stability. An azimuth may therefore be taken with

correctness, although the Ship's motion be vory considerable.

The card is fitted with an agate, and the point beneath is so

constructed and so short as to have very little of that vibration to

which the centre points of the common Compass arc subject. The
needle is of a new form, so fashioned as never to deviate^ when
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degree from the real magnetic meridian
; and it is so tempered as

to retain its magnetism for the longest period of time.

The graduated circle is equally correct with the divisions of the

Sextant; and the nonius, which is horizontal, upon a new and

original construction, is very peculiarly fitted to give the correct

bearing with the utmost precision.

Added to all these, by another invention, no sooner is an

azimuth or bearing taken, than the card is, in an instant, borne oft"

the centre point, and remains fixed at the observed bearing, for

any time, at the pleasure of the observer, until it again be suffered

to act; whereby likewise both the point and agate are effectually

preserved izhen out of use.

An apparatus, or sun-dial, for showing the exact variation of

the needle, by inspection, whenever the sun is not obscured, is also

occasionally fitted to the new Compass.
I need not enlarge farther upon the advantages of the new

instruments. By the Sextant it is presumed that the longitude
will be astronomically ascertained with greater accuracy than

heretofore; and by the Compass, that the dead-reckoning will be

much more correct than usual; which must be of especial con.

sequence in thick weather, or when observations for the longitude

cannot, from that or any other circumstance, be made. For the

purposes both of land and of maritime surveying, the advantages

both of the Sextant and Compare may be experienced in the high-

est degree. The accuracy of every survey must depend upon cor-

rect bases ;
and the direction of these bases, unless a true meridian

lins can be determined astronomically, which is not ahva\s conve-

nient, and sometimes not practicable, must be ascertained by the

Compass. The angles may thence be most conveniently taken

with the Sextant to a degree of perfection attainable with no other

portable instrument.

I have the pleasure to add. that the principles of both instrument^

have received the unanimous approbation and sanction of many
illustrious Naval and scientific Characters ; among whom I have

the honour to include the names of Sir Sidney Smith, Commodore-

Truxtan, of the American Marino, &<. <S;e, Dr. Markay, -V

I am,. Sir,

Your most obedierr

E. I1OPPE,
.'.1, Church Street, ."Vuuii'.'ncU:

Muiories, February 16, 180.3.
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PLATE CLXXIV.

MR. EDITOR,

O TTOULD the enclosed View of Marston Rock be worthy of

being represented in your much admired Work,, by giving it

an earlj place you wi'.I greatly oblige

Yours,
AMOR.

P. S. I have taken the liberty of extracting the following

description of Marston Rock from the five volumes of the Beauties

of England and Wales :

The Sea Shore between the Xorth Pier of Sunclerlaml Harbour

and South Shields is bounded by lofty rocks, which in places

assume a singular and grotesque appearance, particularly about

one mile from the Sutcr Point, where an enormous craggy Mass,

bearing the name of Marston Rock, has been detached from the

Coast by the violence of the Sea, and at high water is fifty or sixty

yards from land, though Avithin memory it was so near as to have

been reached by a plank. All the intermediate part has been

washed away, and even a large aperture formed by the force of the

waves in the body of the Rock, through which sailing Boats ha\e

frequently passed at convenient stages of the tide.

Vast numbers of sea-fowl used to build their nests in this Rock,
and the quantity of manure they left was so great, that it was

collected at the expiration ofevery five or seven years, and generally

sold for eighty or a hundred pounds. To facilitate its conveyance

to the summit of the CliiFs, a circular hole was made in the roof

of a recess or cavern in the Rocks, through which it wa.> drawn in

baskets.

Adjacent to Marston Rock arc other large and irregular masses

which have been separated from the land, and which rear their

gigantic forms with considerable majesty.

Newcastle, Feb. 19, 1805.
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The Narrative of a J"oyage of Discovery, performed In his Majes-

ty''
s f'essel the LAJDV XELSOX, of Si.My Tons Burthen, zcith

Si/ding Keels, in 1hc Years 1800, 1801, and 1802, to Ne&
South ll'ales. By JAMES GRANT, Lieutenant in the Royal

JSary. Including Remarks on the Cape de Verd Inlands
, Cape

of Good Hope, the hitherto unknown Parts of Nezc Holland,
discovered by him in his Passage (the first ever attcmptcdjrom

Europe) through the Streight separating that Islandfrom the

Land discovered by VAX DIEMAX : together with various

Details of his Interview! zcith the Natives of Nezo South

Hales,- Observations on the Soil, Natural Productions, $c.

not knonn or -eery slightly treated of by former Navigators ;

Kith his I oyage Home in the Brig Anna Josepha round Cape

Horn ; and an Account of the present State of Falkland

Islands : to zi-hich is prefixed, an Account of the Origin of

Sliding Keels, and the Advantages resulting from their Use;

Kith an Appendix of Order?, Certificates, and Examinations^

relative to the TRIAL CUTTER. The whole illustrated Kith

Elegant Engravings. 4 to. pp. 221.

A S one of the objects of the Lady Nelson's Voyage was, to

ascertain the utility of Sliding Keeh, with which that Ves-O '

$el \vas constructed, we shall commence our review of Lieutenant

Grant's book by particularly noticing his experiments and re-

marks on that subject.

With the origin of sliding keels, most of our readers,-we pre-

sume, are acquainted 4 they were invented by Captain John

Schauk, of the Royal Xavy, formerly one of the Commissioners

of the Transport Board. In the year 1774, that gentleman,

vhile in America, in consequence of a hint from his Grace the

Duke of Northumberland, first constructed a Boat with sliding

keels, which is said to have answered the purpose in every

respect. Since that period, several oilier successful experiments
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have been made, notwithstanding which the invention has never

been received into general use. We have before had occasion

to notice this innovation in Naval Architecture*. Among other

objections which we then stated, it Mas our opinion, and

this opinion we still hold, that two, or more, keels must be

less compact and strong than one. We think also, and our

supposition is strengthened by a circumstance which is related

in the Narrative before us, that in certain instances sliding

keels must be liable to be broken short oft'; and, consequently,

that much trouble, expense, and danger, must be incurred.

From the old law maxim, audi altcram partcm, we shall not,

however, swerve. Lieutenant Grant, profiting by Captain

Schank's papers, considers with him, that the following advan-

tages will be derived to Ships in general when constructed with

sliding keels : they will sail faster, steer more easily, and tack

and wear quicker, and in less room
; such Vessels will carry

more freight, and draw less water
;

\\ ill ride more easily at an-

chor; will take the ground better; in case of Shipwreck, of

springing a leak, or of fire, they are safer and more likely to be

saved; they will answer better as Men of War, as Bombs, Fire-

ships, Floating-batteries, Gun-boats, Gun-hatteaux, and flatr

bottomed Boats for landing Troops. Lieutenant Grant like-

wise considers, that Vessels thus constructed will answer better

as Coasters of all kinds, and for the coal trade
;

that they would

answer in canals above four or five feet deep ;
that they would be

exceedingly convenient to carry corn, or mixed "cargoes, part of

which is required to be kept separate ;
that they have the advan-

tage of all others in case of losing the rudder, and that they

will last longer than those which are built according to the pre-

sent mode.

For the respective reasonings, which are extremely ingenious

and forcible, in support of these opinions, we must refer our

readers to the volume which contains them. We .shall conclude

this part of our review with the following extracts, from the

Appendix, relative to the Trial Cutter alluded to in the title

pa :e :

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. Vil, page 40.
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In con?equencs of a request made to the Lords of the Admiralty

by Captain SCHANK, that the TRIAL CUTTER might be ordered

into one of his- Majesty's Poris^ and there inspected, and the

Officers examined touching her qualities^ their Lordships ner*

pleated to is^uc the following orders :

GENTLEMEN", Admiralty-Office, April 12, 1792.

WHEREAS Captain Schank hath, by his letter of the 7th
ult.,

requested that his Majesty's armed Vessel built with Sliding

Keels, of his invention, may be ordered into one of his Majesty'*

Ports, and taken into a Dock in order to examine whether the

Keels arc rubbed or worn, and whether the Vessel or the Wells are

strained, and that the Officers may be examined touching the

qualities of the Vessel in the trials that have been made of her :

and whereas we have thought fit to order Lieutenant Malbon to

proceed with the said Vessel to Woolwich for the purpose above

mentioned, we send you herewith Captain Schank's said letter,

and do hereby desire and direct you to cause the said Vessel,

on her arrival at Woolwich, to be taken into a Dock, and fixed on

blocks in such a manner as Captain Schank shall advise ; and direct

the Master Shipwrights of Deptford and Woolwich Yards with

their Assistants, and also the Masters attendant of those Yards,

carefully to inspect and report to you the state in which they find

her to be ; as also the different qualities of the Vessel, according

to the best accounts they may be able to collect from her Officers

in the various trials they have made of her ; and you will also

direct them to consider and report to you, whether the repairing

of Vessels so constructed will be attended with great difficulty,

and whether they will be more or less expensive than Vessels of

the old construction : and when you have received and maturely

considered the said reports, and received such explanation from

Captain Schank as you may think necessary, you are to transmit

to us copies thereof, with your opinion of the advantage that may
be derived to his Majesty's Service from the invention above men-

tioned.

We are

Your affectionate friends,

JVizry JBoard. (Signed) CHATHAM,

HOOD,
J. M. TOWN*HENJD,
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In pursuance of this order the Trial Cutter was taken into

Woolwich Dock-yard and there inspected, and the Officers belong,

ing to her were distinctly and separately examined
;

after which

the following Report was made to the. Navy Board by the several

Officers empowered to inspect the Vessel and examine the Officers.

HONOURABLE SIRS, Woolwich Yard, April 26, 1792.

In obedience to your orders of the 16th inst. we have taken his

Majesty's armed Vessel into a Dock, on blocks five feet high, and

have very carefully inspected the Vessel, Wells, and Sliding Keels,

and cannot discover the least defect in either.

We are of opinion, Vessels so constructed will be a little more

expensive than others, but may be repaired without any difficulty.

Enclosed you will receive the Questions put by us to the Lieu-

tenant and Master separately, with their answers, and remain,

Honourable Sirs,

Your most obedient Servants,

(Signed) J. GILBERT, M. WARE,
J. DANN, J. FRANKLAXD,

Honourable Navy Board. RICH. PRO WSE, W'M. RULE.

HENRY PEAKE,

Questiona put separately to Lieutenant MALBON, and Mr. WIL-

LIAM MILNE, Master^ of the TRIAL CUTTER, with their An-

sixers; being the Enclosure alluded to in the foregoing Letter.

Quest. How long have you belonged to the Trial Cutter?

Ans. Lieut. Sixteen mouths. Matter. Sixteen months.

Quest. What kind of a Sea-boat do you find her to be ?

Ans. Lieut. J& very good Sea-boat. Master. A very litely

Vessel in a Sea.
-

Quest. Is she stiff in carrying sail? Ans. Lieut. Very
stiff. Master. Yes : very stiff.

Quest. What effect do you observe the Keels to have on

her ? Ans. Lieut. When they are all up she does not hold

so good a Wind.-iiUtMfcr. Keeping her to windward.

Quest. Docs she steer well with the Keels all down? Ans.

Lieut. Very well. Master. Very well.

Quest. Does she steer equally well with her Keels up ?

Ans. Lieiit. Not so well as with them down. Master. She

does not.

Quest. What effect has the fore Keel on her ? Ans. Lieut.
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It brings her about with heaving the after Keel up. Master. It

brings her about with heaving the after Keel up.

Quest. What do you observe to be the effect of the after

Keel ? Ans. Lieut. It makes her wear quick by heaving the

fore Keel up. Muster. The same answer.

Quest. What effect ha.s the main Keel ? Ans. Lieut. It

keeps her to windward. Matter. The same answer.

Quect. You have frequently been in company with his Majes-

ty's Ships and Cutters ? Anst Lieut. Yes. Muster. Yes.

Qncst. How do you think she sailed with respect to the said

Ships and Cutters? Ans. Lieut. Never was with any King's
Cutter that beat her Master. None of the King's Cutters ever

beat hef .

Quest. What Ships and Cutters do yon remember to have tried

with ? 'Ans. Lieut. The Nimble, Sprightly, Spider, Ranger,
and Resolution Cutters; the Salisbury, Nautilus, and Hyrena

Ships. Master. The Nimble, Sprightly, Spicier, Ranger, and

Resolution Cutters ; the Salisbury, Nautilus, and Hyaena Ships,

and King Fisher lirig.

Quest. Did you try with them upon a Wind ? Ans. Lieut.

Yes, and was beat by none of them. Master. Yes, and was

beat by none of them, except the Ranger, which was not a fair

trial.

Quest. What Vessels did you beat? Am. Lieut. The

Resolution, Sprightly and Nimble Cutters, and all the above-

mentioned Ships. Muster. All the above square-rigged Vessels;

and the Resolution, Sprightly, and Nimble Cutters.

Quest. Do you find any difficulty in heaving up and down the

Keels in different situations, such as a press of sail on a Wind ?

Ans. Litut. Not any. Master. Not any.

Que*t. What strength does it require to heave up or down the

Keels ? Ans. Lieut. One Man the fore and alter Keel, and

two the main. Master. Two Men the main Keel, and one the?

fore or after.

Quest. Supposing a rope to break in heaving the Keels up or

down, in what time can you replace it? Jn*. Lieut. Ju about

three minuter, the fore or after Keel; and the main, mua or ten

minutes. Master. The fore or after Keel in five minutes: the main,

ten or fifteen.

Question. Does she tack quick? Js. Lieut. Very quick.

Master. Very quick.
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Q;/r.?t. Does she wear quick 1Ans. Lieut. Very quick.

Muster. Very quick.

Quest. Are the Kn-ls of service; in wearing and tacking?

An<>: Lieut. Yo-;. Master. Yes.

Qucxt. Vt'hit rate is your fastest sailing upon a Wind ? -

Ans. Lieut. Nine, and nine and a half knots. Matter. Nine

knots.

Quest. What rate is your fastest sailing before a Wind ?

Ana. Lieut. Ten knots. Ma t< r. Ten knots.

Quest. Suppose a Vessel was to lose her Keels on a Ice-shore,

do you think you could work her oft" if she could carry sail?

An x. Lieut. Yes. Matter. If she carries all her sails she will ;

but under a double-reefed main-sail she will only hold her own.

Quest. What quantity of iron or shingle ballast have you
on board ? Ans. Master. Eighteen tons of iron, but no shin-

gle.

(Signed) J. GILBERT, M. WARE,
JOHN FRANKLAND, JAMES DAN.V,

WILLIAM RULE, Ricu. PROWSE*

HENRY PEAKD.

[To be continued.^
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(February March.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

(r

jPIIE pleasing hopes of a pacific disposition in our inveterate enemy, were pro-

longed only tor a short period. The Beast of Prey crouches to ensnare its

rictun with more success. In the mean time preparations are continued for a

Secret Expedition, but, as we learn, not on so extensive a scale as was at first

projected. The French are playing a desperate stake, and as it teems their last,

they giv<- free vent to their irritation and malevolence. Their finances are by no

means in the state which they represent and the waggon loads of Spanish dollars

which have found their way to the Bank, will be seriously missed in the treasury
of the Corsican Despot. Captain Paget lias been very successful in this respect ;

Lut having as we understand, made an agreement to share his prize -money with,

CVptain Elphinstone, the latter will derive nearly 50.000L from the Endymion's

taplinv.

According to an article in the ROTTERDAM MERCURY of the 1 Sth of January
' The Funds at Paris experienced on the 2d a great depression." The Pope, wha
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continues a prisoner at large, when too late has endeavoured to restore the
Jesuits. Had this order remained, the French Revolution would never have
taken place.

The injured, yet independent spirit of the United Kingdom breathes throughout
the remonstrance which our Ambassador at Portugal made to M. D. Aranjo
d'Arevedo. "

No, Sir ! we do not starve our prisoners to death ! we do not force
them to take up arms against their Country ! If Spain mourns the fate of the
unfortunate persons who perished at a moment when a measure of precaution
dictated the necessity of detaining certain Ships of War belonging to that Nation^

by the Britisii Cruisers
; do us, Sir, the justice to believe, that that Sorrow is as

general and sincere in England ; and that the mourning we wear is at the bottom
of our hearts. No, Sir ! our hands are not stained with innocent blood ! and we
would readily shed some of our own to restore to life the victims of a cruel chance,
which we constantly deplore."
The Extract which has appeared in the Papers from the Tenth Report of the

Commissioners of Naval Inquiry is of so much importance, that we have given it

$n immediate place on our Wrapper. It will probably be a considerable time be-

fore we can otherwise insert it.

Some months since a Ship of 90 guns was launched at 1'Orient, and three others

are in a state of forwardness, but there are no Seamen lor them. There were

about sixty Sail of Gun -boats, Praams, &c. there, the Crews of which are very

sickly in consequence of the want of accommodation on board.

Persons employed by Government have been busily engaged in laying down

buoys, and making other preparations, in Falmouth Harbour, for the accommoda-

tion of Ships of War. It is said to be determined that a Dock-yard and Arsenal

shall be built in St. Just, near the Quarantine Pool, for the use of the Navy,

Pilots, &c. are already appointed.

Feb. 19. Dispatches were received at the Secretary of State's Office from

Governor King at New South Wales. They state the arrival of the BuffaJ?

Store-ship, Capt. Kent, who, soon after his arrival, was sent on discoveries upon,

the Coast of New Caledonia, where he had found a most excellent Harliour oa

the N.W. side, which he called Port St. Vincent, in compliment to the Eurl of St.

Vincent.

A Cutter has been dispatched by Government to Sir Edward Pellcw, to adv.se

him of the escape of the French Fleet from Rocheforl, and of the possibility of

its being destined for the East Indies.

We are concerned to state the loss of his Majesty's hired armed Tender Con-

stance, Lieutenant Menzies, Commander, at Roundstoiic Bay, in the County of

tjalway, on the morning of the 17th January. About three o'clock the first sea-

break carried away her bowsprit, main boom, fore-tqp-mast, long Boat, arid live

Mt-n, overboard : by the greatest exertions three of them were say.'d, the other

two perished. The breakers and a heavy surf still continued, and carried off

every article on deck. It being ebb tide, abput five o'clock she struck on a

rock, they hailed the Shore, when an immense number of country people coU

jected, took possession of her, and plundered her stores, Sec.

The VVeymouth Frigate, Captain Draper, about which so many fa:
'

reports

have been' circulated, and which, in fact, has never returned to l-'onsnsoutb,

since she left Spithead with her Convoy, is now pursuing her course to the E^t

Indies.
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Thefollfltoing Justification of Earl ST. VINCENT appeared in Pell's Universal Ad-

vertiterfor February 16, ami we beiteic is a Copy of a Paper which was pre-

viously sent to the Memlcrf cfboth Houses of Parliament.

LORD ST. VIXCFAT iVrl? it cine to a discriminating Public, to state the causes

of so Jong a delay having taken place in bringing the Libellers of his public cha-

racter to jusfir".

On the 17th Pncrmncr 1803, the following paragraph appeared in the True

Brilon and Sun Newspapers :

" Hie detention of Linois's Squadron becomes daily more credited
; indeed,

from the variety of channels corroborative cf one another, through which it has

come, we think that little doubt ought to be entertained upon the fact. If such

an event then 1ms really taken place, how much is (lie country indebted to Ad-

miral Rainier for the promptitude, spirit, and energy of his conduct ! for it is a

fact, which, if it were not well known, would hardly be believed, that it was two

months after the commence nt of the War before any orders were dispatched

from the Admiralty to the Xaval Commandant in the Indian Seas. There is a

boldness in taking upon himself so great a degree of responsibility, which those

who know Admiral Rainier best nre well informed is a distinguishing feature in his

manly character, and the benefit which hi.s country derives from his exertion of

his spirit and judgment, must excite as much gratitude as that does admiration

and applause. As the country has been saved by the voluntary spirit of the peo-

ple, without any aid from the Executive Government, whose duty it is to lead and

direct that spirit to its object, so our Officers abroad have been left pretty much
to their own discretion, from the criminal negligence in certain public departments;
but it is as glorious for the country as it is honourable for themselves, that their

judgment leads them to actions at once splendid and beneficial."

Immediately on reading this paragraph, thn Admiralty Board, at which his

Lordship presided, directed it to be forwarded to their Counsel for his opinion,

whether it did not amount to a libel, and as to the measures which were fit to be ta-

len with regard to it. An answer was immediately returned, stating, that it was a

gross and scandalous libel, and that as it affected a great and important depart-

ment of the Executive Government, it ought to be submitted to the consideration

of the Attorney General, in order that he might prosecute the offenders by a

criminal information, ei nfllcio ; and the same day the Chancellor ofthe Exchequer

happening to call on Lord St. Vincent, his Lordship showed him the paragraph,

and the opinion of the Counsel to the Admiralty ;
and Mr. Aldington not only

entirely concurred in the latter, but advised that Mr. Erskine should be retained,

frhich was readily acquiesced in by Lord St. Vincent, who had Ions; been in habits

of intimacy with that gentleman, and entertained the highest opinion of his abili-

ties tis an advocate. A case was accordingly prepared by the Solicitor to the Ad-

miralty, for the opinion of his Majesty's Law Officers, by whom an opinion was

soon given, that the publication was a libel, and, if it were to be prosecuted, that

the only course to be taken was for an Information to be filed hy the Attorney

Genera! against the proprietors of the above-mentioned Newspapers ;
at the same

time that Officer observed, that " if the Board of Admiralty wished its prosecution,

it would be very much against hi.s inclination, as well as his duty, to withhold the

prerogative, process from such a prosecution, but that it was certainly matter

n-ell deserving the serious consideration of that department of his Majesty's Go-,

Yernment, whether this libel (which, as he said, must probably be most authen-

tically contradicted and rtfuted by the publication of the very first, d;spatck



XAVAL HISTORY or THE PRF.3EXT YEAR, ISO"). 209

*hk-h might be received from Admiral Rainier,) was of such a size as to make it

Fit to be selected for prosecution ?" It is s arcclv
necessary to observe, I hat the

Hoard of Admiralty had felt, and did continue to feel, that a libel which imputed
to them a criminal neglect of duty, amounting to treason against the country, was
ot sufficient magnitude to be selected for prosecution. It was not enough that they
knew the imputation to be wholly false

;
that in point of 1'act they had not omitted

to send the most timely, and even very frequent dispatches to" Admiral Rainier,
not only of the actual commencement, but of the prospect of an approaching war
with France. There was a boldness in the assertion which demanded belief, and
called for refutation, and there was a malignity in the libel which required that
their refutation should not be unaccompanied with punishment ;

the Board, there-

lore, did not hesitate to direct that a criminal prosecution should be imme-

diately commenced. Soon after which the Attorney General wrote to Lord St.

Vincent as follows :

" MY LORD, L. I. F. 7th April, 1804.
" In obedience to the commands of your Lordship and the Board of Admiralty,

I have caused an information to be prepared against .Mr. Heriot and those COIN

rerncd with him in the publication of his Newspaper, for the libel which he pub-
lished in it against the Admiralty, in his remarks made upon the supposed deten-

tion of Linois's Squadron by Admiral Rainier
;
and I have the honour herewith to

transmit the draft of it to your Lordship.
"

I co'. 'inue of the opinion which I expressed, together with the Solicitor

Genera] and the Counsel for the Admiralty, that the publication in question is a

libel; but I still retain so strong a doubt upon the policy and expediency of the

prosecution, I feel the principle of it to be .so directly at variance with that which
has influenced the forbearance of Government in prosecutions, not oniv durinc the

present Administration, but for many years back, that I should not think I was

iloing right by the Board of Admiralty, or by the rest of iiis Majesty's Govern-

ment, if I did not take the liberty of requesting that vour Lordship would have

the goodness distinctly to submit to the Cabinet the propriety of taking this libel

into Court. If it shall be the pleasure of your Lordjjbip, and the rest of his

Majesty's Minister?, that it shuuld be proceeded in, it will be my duty undoubtedly
to go forward with it; but I should be "sorry to be instrumental in exposing the

Government to many unpleasant observations, which I think may result from this

single departure from the principle of moderation and forbearance upon these

points, without distinctly submitting it to their consideration.

" I have marked in the margin the parts of the information which contain the

libel, that your Lordship may have no trouble in referring to it, and I have the

honour to be, Sec.
" SP. PKRCEVAL."

" I should be glad to receive the pleasure of his Majesty's Government on

this subject by Monday the 16th instant, as the information, if filed, ought to be

filed on the following dav.
" The Eurl of St. I'iucvnt, ^c. <$-c. cc."

Lord St. Vincent lost no time in laying this letter before the Cabinet, and their

sense of the transaction i\as made known to the Attorney General by the follow-

ing letter : ,

"
SIR, Admiralty, 6th April, 1804.

" I have, communicated to his Majesty's Ministers the repugnance tlut\uu

have .expressed upon the prosecution of the Publishers of the True liril^n and

t, fflof.XIII. _JE E
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Sun Newspapers : and from all I have heard, they are of opinion with me, that n*

delay should take place in filing a bill against them.
"

I have the honour to be, &c.
" ST. VINCENT."

" The Hon. Spencer Perceval, $c. <Jc."

Various delays were nevertheless interposed by the Attorney General, till nt

last, to the astonishment of the Board of Admiralty, he refused to proceed with-

out the direction of the Cabinet. Lord St. Vincent immediately communicated

this extraordinary conduct to the Cabinet, and the Attorney General was posi-

tively ordered to proceed, and an information was accordingly filed
;
but before

ilif trial could take place, a change in the Ministry was effected, and the Attor-

ney General ordered the Solicitor of (he Admiralty to stand fast
; and, towards

the close of the last Session of Parliament, told Mr. Addington, in the House of

Commons, that he should not proceed in the prosecution without instructions from

the present Ministers, which appeared to Lord St. Vincent tantamount to his

having received instructions not to proceed a very natural conclusion, when the

libellers were believed to have acted under the auspices of persons who had

recently been in opposition to his Majesty's Government, but who then helu high

official situations. Lord St. Vincent felt a considerable degree of surprise and

indignation at this conduct
;
but wishing not to wound the feelings of the Attorney

General, sought an expedient to make known to him his determined resolution

to bring the offending parties before a Court and Jury, and his Lordshi.) went on

a long premeditated tour, in hopes his plan would succeed ; he, however, failed in

finding such an expedient, and the long vacation wearing away fast, he cut short

his tour, returned to town, and directed his Solicitor to write the following letter to

the Attorney General :

"
SIR, Swhhcns Lane, Sept 22, 1804.

" Mr. Addington has acquainted Lord St. Vincent of your having informed him

that you had been directed by his Majesty's present Ministers not to proceed in

the informations which you had filed, under the direction of the late Administra-

tion, against the Printers and Publishers of the Sun and true Briton Newspaper 5
,

for a libel upon the late Board of Admiralty. Lord St. Vincent, still' retaining

the same sentiments which he ever entertained of the gross malignity of the libel,

and the propriety of the prosecution, has directed me to request that you will

have the goodness to acquaint me, whether it is your intention to proceed to trial

upon these informations
;
and if not, that you will be pleased to enter a nolle pru-

se'/ui, it being his Lordship's firm determination that the case shall be submitted tt

the consideration of a Court and Jury.
" I have the honour to be, &e. !k:c.

" JOSEPH KAYE."
" His Majesty's Attorney General.

To which the Attorney General replied :

"
SIR, -L. I. F. 24th Sept. 180 K

" I yesterday received your letter of the 22d inst. wherein you state, that Mr.

Addington had acquainted Lord St. Vincent of my having informed him, that I

had been directed by his Majesty's present Ministers not to proceed in the infor-

mation which I had filed, under the direction of the late Administration, against
the Printers and Publishers of the Sun and True Briton Newspapers, for a libel

upon the late Board of Admiralty; and you request, upon the direction of Lord

St. Vincent, that I would acquaint you whether it is my intention to proceed t



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESF.XT TEAR, 1805. 211

trial upon those informations, and if not, that I would he pleased to enter a nolle

prosequi, it being his Lordship's firm determination that the case should be sub-

mitted to the consideration of a Court and Jury.
" There must be some mistake with respect to Mr. Addington's communication

with Lord St. Vincent, er I certainly must have explained myself very ill to Mr.

Addington, if he understood me to have said that I hud received any directions

from the present Government to abandon the informations in question. I remem-
ber telling him, that I felt it my duty not to proceed in them, without obtaining
the direciious of Government: but any final directions, or any directions from

Government, upon the subject, I could not have communicated to Mr. Adding-
T./r, as I have not to this moment received them myself. The circumstance which

decisively weighed with me, to countermand the notice of trial at die last Sittings,

ivas the probability that the subject of the libel would become the subject of a

debate and a motion in the House of Commons; notice having been given (if I

recollect right, by Lord Porchester) of a motion upon that subject ;
and though

this notice was put off from the lime for which it was at first fixed, the postpone-

ment was accompanied with the intimation of an intention to renew it. And it

appeared to me so advisable, that the result of the discussion in Parliament,

especially if likely soon to take place, should be known before the trial, and so

po.-.vWe, nay so probable, that it would be thought proper to influence the deter-

mination, whether the trial should take place or not, that without waiting to receive

the directions of his Majesty's, Government, I directed the notice of trial for the

last Sittings to "be countermanded. The case being thus circumstanced, I have

Ibreborne to press for directions upon the point, as, at all events, they would

come sufficiently early for any purpose, if they were received in time to give the

i>ro;>er notice of trial for the Sittings after next Term. Your letter, however, fur-

nishes me with a reason for wishing to have them earlier ;
I will endeavour to

procure them, and you shall hear from me again when. I have got them. I was

desirous, however, not to delay answering your letter, especially as I am going

out of town to-morrow for some little time, and shall hardly be able to get the

information I want for you before my return.

" I have the honour to be, &c. Sec.

"
Joseph Kaye, Esq.

f' SP. PERCE\AL."

Some time having elapsed without receiving any further satisfaction, and

Michaelmas Term approaching; Lord St. Vincent directed another letter to be

written by his Solicitor to the Attorney General as follows :

"
fin, Swhhen's Lane, I9tk Oct. 1804.

" I communicated to Lord St. Vincent the letter which I had the honour to

receive from you on the 24th ultimo, and his Lordship has desired me to acquaint

you, that he is anxious to obtain your determination on the subject. As the Term

approaches, I hope you will excuse my entreating you to favour me therewith in

the course of two or three days.
" I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

' JOSEPH KAYE."
" His Majesty's Attorney General.

To which this answer was returned :

"
sin, L. I. F. 20th Oct. 1804.

" I am extrcraeiv concerned to find that you have not heard from me since the

i )th ult. I imagined that you must have heard from me near three weeks since ;
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FOR HAVING, when in Northamptonshire, at flic end of last montli,

DIRECTIONS 1-ROM HIS MA.TKSTY'6 GOVERNMENT TO PBOCEKI) IN THE TKO?K-

ct'TiON AGAINST the True Bnron, &c. for the lihel upon Lord St. Vincent and

tin- iate Admiralty, I did, cither in that month, or at the beginning oi' the present,

write to you, informing you that I HAD RECEIVED SUCH DIRECTIONS, and that

the prosecution would THEREFORE PROCEED. I know it so very rarely happens
that any mMCVTWge of letters occurs by the post, that I hardly know how to sus-

pect the fault to be there. I was at the time at Lord Northampton's, at C. Ashhy.
1 suppose I did (for I have no distinct recollection o; that circumstance) leave this

letter whore it is usual for letters to be left for the servant to come and take them
to the post, and it is possible, certainly, that by some carelessness it might not

have been put into the post. However, I beg you will acquaint Lord St. Vincent,

with my respectful compliments, that I have received such directions, and that I

feel much concerned at finding that lie had not heard so before.
" I am, S:r> <Scc.

'

Joseph Ktnjc, F.fq.
" SP. PERCEVAL."

"When the trial came on, although the Defendants werr ably defended by their

Counsel, so far from
difficulty, or any thing that should have deterred a public-

spirited Government from proceeding in the prosecution, the publication was con-

sidered by Lord Ellenborough, -who tried the information, as a most gross and

injurious libel, imputing to Lord St. Vincent and the late Board of Admiralty the

greatest crime that could be committed by men in a public situation a traitorous

neglect of duty, in omitting to send the information they were bound to commu-

nicate to our Naval Commander in India of an event, the ignorance of which in

him would have hazarded the safety of that most important of our possessions;

a crime for which, if it had been committed, there was no punishment within the

power of the law, or within the reach of legislative vengeance, which was or could;

be adequate.

The Jury, without the least hesitation, found the Defendants guilty.

MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT

OF THE

JWYAL NAVY.

Officefor Sick and Wounded Seamen, Jan. 28, 180.i.

Particulars of such part of his Majesty's Order in Council of the 23d January,

1805, for improving the situation of the Medical Officers of the Royal Navy,
as relates to the Jlospital Department.

ALL Assistants of Hospitals, known at present under the denomination of " Vi-

siting Assistants, Assistant Surgeons, and Assistant Dispensers," to be called in

future "
Hospital Mates," and to be allowed, without regard to the department

of the Hospital in which they may serve, 6s. 6d. per day when employed at

home, and 7s. <5d. per day when employed on foreign stations, with half-pay when

reduced, at the rate uf 2s. per day, provided they shall have served subsequent to
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the date of his Majesty's regulation, two years on full pay ; and further, they an-

to he allowed lodging money at the rate of 10s. 6d. per week, when not accom-

modated within the Hospital.

Such Hospital Mates as may remove from one department of the Hospital to

another, are nevertheless to be required to prove themselves qualified, by exa-

mination, for the department to which they may be about to remove
; but they

may be allowed, before joining the Hospital, to prove themselves qualified for

every department, by the different necessary examinations.

The widows of such as shall have served as Hospital Mates abroad, and shall

the on full pay, are to be allowed a pension of 161. per annum
; and the children:

of such Hospital Mates, and the widows and children of such as shall die on half-

pay, are to have such allowances as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

upon consideration of the circumstances of their case, shall think fit to grant.

All Dispensers of Hospitals are to receive, when employed, a full pay of 10s.

per day, and when unemployed, a half pay of 5s. per day.

Dispensers, when a residence is not provided for them, shall be allowed 12s,

per week lodging money.

Surgeons of Hospitals are to be selected from the List of Naval Surgeons, and

to be allowed 15s. per day on their first appointment; and '20s, per day after

having served ten years in Hospitals ;
their half-pay to depend on the length of

their service, at the same rate as is directed in regard to Surgeons of Ships.

Surgeons of Hospitals, when not provided with a residence within the Hos-

pital,
to be allowed 15s. per week lodging money.

In all cases, time served by Surgeons or Assistant Surgeons of his Majesty's

Navy in Hospitals, i* to be added to and calculated with the time served on

board Ship.

Surgeons of Naval Hospitals, of Dock Yards, and of Marine Infirmaries, being

on the List of Naval Surgeons, are to derive the same advantage from completing

the respective terms of twenty and thirty years' service, as those who shall have

served on board Ship.

And whereas, at the present time, some of the Surgeons of Naval Hospitals

may have served on board Ship, it is ordered that the advantage of this regulation

shall extend only to those already appointed, and that their full pay, half-pay,

and retirement, shall be regulated by the time they have served, as in the case of

those who have been employed on board Ship.

No person is to be appointed Physician to a Fleet or an Hospital, who shall

not have served as Snrgeon at least five years. The daily pay of a Physician,

on his first appointment, is to be one guinea; his half-pay half a guinea.

When a Physician shall have served three years as Physician to a Fleet or an

Hospital, his full pay is lobe one guinea aud a half per day; his half-pay 15s.

per day-

When a Physician shall have served in that capacity more than ten years,

hi* full pay shall be two guineas per day ;
his half-pay one guinea per day.

Physicians, when a residence is not provided for them, are to be allowed one

guinea per week lodging money.

The vfidows of Physicians and Surgeons are to be allowed such a pension as

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall think it right to grant.

None of the Ollicers before mentioned, who shall retire from their respective

employment without the approbation of the Commissioners for. Sict and

Wounded Seamen, or who shall refuse to serve when called on, ifjudged capab

f service, .hall be allowed to receive half-pay, nor shall their names remain
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on the Naval List. Their widows will not in consequence be entitled to any

pension.
Officefar Sick and Wounded Seamen, Jan. 28, 1805.

part of his Majesty's Order in Council, of the 23d January,

180.), for improving the Situation of the Medical Ollicers of the Navy,
as relate to such Officers serving on board Ships.

It is ordered, that the number of Assistants, heretofore called "
Surgeons

Males," to bv allowed to the Surgeons of liis Majcst \\ Ships, shall in future be

regulated as follows :-

First Rate - ....... 3 Assistants.

Second Rate ------- 3 ditto.

Third Rate .....
.

- - 2 ditto.

Fourth Bate -------- 2 ditto.

Hospital Ships
....... 3 ditto.

And all other Ships entitled, according to the existing re-

gulations, to bear Mates ..... 1 ditto.

That no person shall, in future, be appointed to serve as an Assistant to ihn

Surgeon of any of his Majesty's Ships, who shall not have been found qualified

on examination to serve as Surgeon, or as First Assistant; that the pay of As-

sistants so qualified shall be 6s. 6d. a day, besides the Ship's provisions; with half-

pay when reduced, at the rate of two shillings per day, provided they shall then

served two years subsequent to the date of this regulation, and three shillings

per dav, if they shall have served three years from that date. That .such As-

sistants shall be required to furnish themselves wHh such surgical instruments as

the Commissioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen shall direct
;
and that they shall

be rated on the Ship's Books, where the complement admits of more than one,

according to their seniority on the list to be kept by the Sick and Wounded

Board.

Whereas there are many Surgeons' Mates now serving on board his Majesty's

Ships who have not obtained, and who may not for some time have an oppo'r-

tunity of obtaining the qualification before required ;
it is directed, that such as

serve as First or Second Mates or Assistants shall be allowed five shillings per

day ;
and those rated Third Mates or Assistants, four shillings per day.

These three classes of Assistants shall not be required to provide instruments, nor

Vhall they be allowed half-pay ;
but they shall, nevertheless, on proving them-

-, duly qualified, be placed on the same list with the other Assistants, from

the date of the first appointment they may receive after such qualification, and

commence the time to be reckoned for half-pay from such appointment.

All Surgeons of the Navy, who shall not have served in the whole six years, of

which not more than three years time as Hospital Mate or Assistant Surgeon shall

be allowed, shall receive, when employed, a full pay of leu shillings per day, and

when not employed, a half-pay of live shillings per day.

Surgeons of Ships in active service, after having served six years, of which not

more than three years time as Hospital Mate or Assistant Surgeon shall be allow-

ed, shall be paid eleven shillings per day ;
their half-pay to be six shillings per

day.
After having served ten years, allowing not more than three years as Hospital

.Mate or Surgeon, the Surgeon's full pay shall be augmented to fourteen shillings

per day ; his half-pay to remain at six shillings per day.
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Surgeons of Receiving Ships, Slop Ships, Convalescent Ships, Prison Ships and
sill other Ships, except Hospital Ships, employed only in harbour duty, shall 1<
allowed full pay ten shillings per day, with hull-pay according to the lime of tbew

service.

Surgeons appointed to Hospital Ships shall receive a full pay of fifteen sliiUms*

per day, unless in cases where, by tl'.e length of their service, thev may become
entitled to a superior rate of payment ;

their half-pay to be rem-Ltxid, as in the

c;io of Surgeons of other Ships, by the length of their service.

Every Surgeon in the Xavy, excepting Surgeons serving on board Receiving

Ships, Slop Ships, Convalescent Ships, or any other Ships than Hospital Ship-,

employed only in harbour duty, shall, after twenty years' service on full pay,

inrluding not more than three years time as Hospital Mate or Assistant Surgeon,
be allowed eighteen shillings per clay ; and, after such length of service, all Sur-

geons, iu whatever Ships they may have served, shall have a claim to retire OH %
half pay of six shillings per day ; but if the cause of retirement shall be ill health

contracted in the Service, and it shall be so certified by the Commissioners for

Sick and Wounded Seamen, the rate of half-pay on such retirement after twenty

years' actual service, shall be ten shillings per day.

Every Surgeon in the Navy, after thirty years' service on full pay, including
not more than three years as Hospital Mate or Assistant Snrgeon, shall have an

unqualified right to retire on half-pay, at the rate of fifteen shillings per dav.

That medicines and uteiuils shall be provided for the service of lus Majesty's

Ships and Vessels, at the expense of Government, in such proportions as shall be

arranged by Hie Commissioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen
;
but the Surgeons

shall be required to provide, at their own expense, such surgical iiulruiuciiU a*

shall be judged necessary by the said Commissioners.

No person shall be appointed Physiciau to a Fleet or an Hospital, who shall not

have served as Surgeon at least five years: the daily pay of a Physician, 011 hu
iLrst appointui-ent, to be one guinea; his half-pay half a guinea.

Wii'.-n lie shall have served three years as Physician to a Fleet or an Hospital,
his full pay shall be one guinea and a half per day-; his half-pay fifteen shilling*

per day.

The full pay of a Physician who shall have served in that capacity more than

tea years, shall be two guineas per day ;
his half-pay one guinea per day.

That Physicians-, when a residence is not provided for them, shall be allowed one

guinea per week lodging money.
To the widows of the Physicians and Surgeons such a pension shall be

allowed ne the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty shall think it right ta

grant.

Xone of the Officers before mentioned, who shll retire from their respective

employments without the approbation of the Commissioners for Sick and Wounded

Seamen, or who shall refuse to serve when called on, ifjudged capable of Ser-

vice, shall be allowed to receive half-pay, nor shall their names remain on

the Xa\ ;il List. Their widows will not in consequence- be entitled to anj

pension.
IS'o Officer, of whatever description, shall be entitled to any of the advantages

arising from this regulation, who shall not have served during the prc.-ent War, or

until he shall have satisfied the Commissioners for Sick and Wounded Scanieii, of

{jis inability to serve ; but such persons shall be permitted to remain on the saaic

etfabjbbnjent on which thev may now respectively happen to be.
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Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTE*

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FF.B. 23, 1805.

Copt/ of a Letter from Lieutenant Rose, commanding hix Majesty's Gun-brig tlifi

Growler, to William. Marsdcn, Esq. ; dated the loth February, 1805, Fui

mouth,

I BEG lenve to acquaint yon, for the information of my Lords Comrni?sioner

of the Admiralty, with my arrival at this Port, with the French National Gun-

brig I\
r
o. 19.S, which I fell in with, and captured after a running action of one

Iiour and a half. From what I can understand from the Captain, she was one of

four of the same class, from Ba\on bound to Brest, commanded by an Enseigne
<le Vaisseau, had on board fifteen Seamen, a Captain in the Army, aud thirty-
four Soldiers, mounts two long 24-pounders, and one 18-poundcr, and four

swivels, sixty-five feet on the keel, is quite new, and draws six feet water.

I should be negligent in my duty were I to omit saying, that Mr. Henry
Ellis, Sub-Lieutenant, with the other Officers and Crew, did their duty much to

my satisfaction. I am, &c.
JAMES ROSE, Lieutenant and Commander.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 2, 1805. .

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Lord Gardner, Commander in Chief of his Majesty's

Ships and Vessels on the Coast of Ireland, to William Marsdoi, Esq.; dated at

Cork, the 21st February, 1805.

sin,

Enclosed I transmit to yon, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, a letter I have this day received from Captain Lake, of his Majes-
ty's Ship Topaze, acquainting me of his having captured, on the 13lh instant, in

the latitude 48 22' N., longitude 15 West, the French Privateer Genaral Auge-
reau, mounting fourteen 12-pounders, carronades, and eighty-eight Men, belong-

ing to Bayonne, which Vessel had been cruising forty-seven days without making
a capture. I am, &c.

GARDNER.

His Majesty's Ship'Topazr, at Sea, February 13, 1805,
MY LORD, lot. 48Q 22'. long. 15.

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship, that his Majesty's Ship under

my command has this day captured the French Privateer General Augert-au,

ketch-rigged, mounting fourteen 12-pouuder carronades, and eighty-eight Men
on board. She is the same Vessel that has been so frequently heard of, and that

boarded and carried the William Heathcote West Indiamau. This cruise she has

been out forty-seven days without making a capture.
I have the honour to be, &c.

W. T. LAKE.
Right Hon.Lord Gardner, Admiral of the Blue,

Copy of a Letter from Sir John Orde, Bart. Vice-Admiral of the Tied, &c, to William

Marsdcn, Esq. ; dated on board his Majesty's Ship Glory, off' Cadi:, the 5th

February, 1805.

SIR,

Enclosed I send for their Lordships' information, a copy of a letter received

from the Honourable Captain Bouverie, Commander of his Majesty's Ship Mer-
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cury, under my orders, acquainting me with the capture of el Fuerte de Gibraltar,
a Spanish Gun-boat that had been driven from the laud, in her passage from Cadiz
to Algeziras, the evening before she was taken.

This Vessel, copper-bottomed, newly equipped, and completely stored, seems
well calculated for the service of Gibraltar. I am, kc.

JOHN ORDE.

SIR, His Mqiettifs Ship Mtrcuni, at Sea, Feb. 4, 1805-

I have the honour to inform you, that I this morning fell in with aivl captured
1 Fuerte de Gibraltar, a lateen-rigged Spanish Gun-vessel, which sailed yester-

day morning from Cadi/, bound to Algeziras ; she is armed with two long 12-

pounder?, two 16-pound carronades, several swivels, and a large quantity of

email arms ami cutlasses, and connnftaded by Sisnior Don Ramon Eutate,

Lieutenant de Fregate, and had on board fifty-nine, Men.

I am, Sir, &c.
D. PLEYDELL BOL'VERIE.

To Sir John Orde, Barf. rice-Admiral
of'

the Red,
Commander in Chief, cjj-c.

<e.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 12, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from rice-Admiral Sir John TJiomus Duckworth, K.B. Commander
in Chief of his Miijettii't Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, to William Marsden, Esq.;
iated at Port Royal the 19th of January 1805.

SIR,

You will herewith receive, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, the copy of a letter from the Honourable F. F. Gardner, stating
the capture of die French Brig Privateer Regulus, commanded by Jacque
iMathieu. I aui, &c.

J. T. DUCKWORTH.

SIR, Princess Charlotte, December 13, 1804.

I have the honour to inform you, that at ten A.M., Cape Antonio east four

leagues, made all sail in chase of a Brig : and after a hard chase of seven hours,

with a fresh breeze, came up with her in lat. 20 50' N. long. 8.5 32' W. having
steered south the whole of the chase, and firing four or five shot at her, she struck,

and proves to be the French Privateer Brig Regulus, from Guadaloupe, com-
manded by Citizen Jacque Mathieu, pierced for fourteen guns, but only eleven

mounted, (having thrown two overboard, with her Boats and spars, in the chase,},

and eighty-four .Men. She is a very fine Vessel, sails remarkably well, is cop-

pered, and is in my opinion perfectly adapted for his Majesty's service.

I have the honour to be, &c.
F. F. GARDNER,

Sir J. T. Duckworth, K. B. <c. #c. $c.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 14, 1805.

F.ttract of a Letter from Peter Rainier, Esq. Vice- Admiral of the Red, andComman-
der in Chief of 'his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the East Indies, to William

Marsden, Esq. ; dated on board his Majesty's Ship Trident, 18th October, 1804.

On the 17th Mons. Linois had seized on some Country Boats off Massulipatam

Jload, who gave him the intelligence of his Majesty's Ship Wilhelmina having left

that Road a" few days before for Vizagapatam Road, with the Princess Charlott*

Judiamaii in convo'y, and accordingly he dashed into that Road in the forenoon,

of the 18th, and commenced a furious attack "with the Marengo and Frigates on,

his Majesty's Ship the Centurion, of 50 guns, whom I had a few days before sub-

tituted for ihe AViihelmiua, having ordered the latter to proceed to Calcutta
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with the Bengal and Asia Jndiamen, who had some treasure on board. For thff

particular* <.f what followed I beg leave lo refer their lordship* to Captain James
J.ind's letter of tin- Jidh, whom! had given an ac'.iug order to co ninand that

Ship in the absence of Captain J. S. llainier, left' dangerously ill at sick

quarters.

Tht^ gallant and spirited conduct displayed by Cap: a in Lind, Ids Officers aud
r, in the defence ot his Majesty's Ship Centurion agamM so gr^at u superiority

ot lor.;,-, under every advantage on the part of the assailants, with the complete
di ;...! Liven tlie French Admiral and Squadron in the conclusion, mcrUs every
rvti-omiimi. a.id I trust will he honoured wild their Lor !, hips' fullest approbation.KT my oun part I do not hesitate to rank this hnlliani action with. the most
famous oi liic delciiaive Kind recorded in the glorious Annals of the British
IWvv.

His Majesty'i Ship Centvrinn, in ^'izngnpatam Road,
sin. 19th tiptcmbtr, 1804.

Yesterday nir.mii>!:, whilst at anchor in this lloarHead, and waiting till the Tn-

diainan, the Princess Charlotte, and the Coimn-y Sli'p 'he B-irnahv, the two Slaps
you directed me to convoy to Madras, were loaded, three Snips' were |>erceivcd
under the land in the south west, coming down before the \Vind, with all sail set.

About half-past nine A.M. it was seen that the siruiiL'e Ships were enemies, and
were a Line of .Battle Ship and two Frigates; the Lino of Battle Ship hoisteu,
-with her colours, a.lias; at the inizcn-top-mast-hoad, and I believe was the Ma-
rengo, Admiral Lmois, and I shall so call her in this ietter. The Frigate appeared
to be of thirty-six or forty guns. For the information >ft!-.r Convoy the signal of
an eneitiy l.eniu in sight was hoisted, and soon afterwards one for the Convoy, as

they were beatable, to put into a Port in view. This was done, that the' two
Ships that we had taken under convoy might get close in shore for protection, or.
if necessary, !o be run on it- the Barnaby complied with this signal, she ran
in shore, hut unfortunately afterwards got into the Surf, and was totally lost.

About ten A.M. the headmost of the enemy's Ships, a Frigate, w< : s it!. out half
a mile from the Centurion, without any colours tiying. Several shot were fired
at her. About the. same time the cable was cut, and topsails sheeted home,
which were already loose for the purpose; by this means the broadside ASUS

brought to bear upon the enemy, and prevented ihe Ship being boarded r,r

raked: by ibis manieuvre likewise, a Fripiie that was wit Inn a cable's lertBtif
the Centurion, and appeared to have an nin.uUm to hoard, nm a close .ihd'uell-
directed broadside into her: the action soon became general; tin- thrre (jnemvS
Hups directing their lire on the. Centurion, their only ohicci, lor the Princes*
Charlotte In.dit.inan had very early struck her colours/ The Centurion stood in

Shore, the MareiiLO and one Frigate on the starboard quarter, the other Frigate
on the larboard ; they were all less than half a mile distant, and kept firing, which
the Centurion returned. Her lice was chiefly directed against I he Marengo.
Aliout a quarter before, eleven the French Ships stood to Sea; and immediate) v
nfter this I got on board, though with much difficulty and danger. I had been
on Shore to expedite the sailing of the Convoy, and was not present in this carlv

part of the action, for, til) now, the Centurion had been under the direction of
Lieutenant James "Robert Philips, the First Lieutenant; and before I proceed any
further in this account, permit me to notice the judicious conduct of this deserving
and o!d Officer, and his gallant defence of the Ship again-', so superior a force a*
that of the en; n;y. I hope, Sir, his conduct \\ill be thought worthy of a reward,
and that he \\ill bv esteemed d< s::i\ing of promotion.
On my coming on board I found the sails and rigging so very much cut as to

render the Ship not in a state to be worked, and therefore anchored at tin; back
ot the Surf, about a mile and a half lo the north eas> 01 tin; town; ihi.s situation
war. the hesi I had >n m\ power to take, both for defence, and lo pre\ent her

ialitng into the possession of (hi: eneiuy if over'-uvxered.

A battery of three gum, at the town, under ttie command of Colonel Campbell,
of his MMJe.-i/s ? -lib Kcaiimuil, had kept a tire on the enemy whilst vvilhui icach
Mi the Roadstead, but tio.v we were too fur distant to receive any support from it.

1 sent en Shore to request guns might be brought on the Beach nearer us; tfii<

**> ininj;, 1 l)ivr beeu sji;t coinjue.-d of, loudly iuipracUcable, or it would
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have been done. We prepared again for action; and whilst thus employed, the

enemy in the Oinng wore and stood to*;' IMS ns
; the Marc:izo, after having

repeatedly tried the rane of her guns, came to HU anchor abreast of us, and about
a iniJe distant ; clewed up her topsails, furled her courses, and commenced can-

nonading. This threatening appearance of being determined to persevere and to

succeed only served to animate tin- Officers uii.l Men of his Majesty's Ship to

greater exertions of defence v. ith ituv lower deck guns, the only ones that would
reach the enemy, for -lie was ton tar distant lor tltt- carronades, hut all the enemy's
shot reached us. In the mean time one of the Frigates kept under

saij
on our

quarter, and nearer than the Mareniio, and annoyed us much by her lire; the

other Frigate earned oit'the Indiaman trom her anchorage in t!ie Road.
At a quarter past one P.M., nearly two hours after this cannonading had com-

,menced, and which had been kept up with vigour on both sides, the Marengo cut

Ler cable, hoisted her ji\ and stood to Sea. Kv some of her last shot our cable

was cut, and we made some sail, and uot further ott Shore before we brought up
with the sheet anchor. When the Marengo iirst made sail [ supposed she intended,

to make a short stretch, tack, and renew the action nearer, and made all netessary

preparations to receive her
;

but she, Frigates, and prize Indiaman, stood to

Sea, and a little before sunset bore up to the north east, towards ihe bottom of

the Bay.
What damage the enemy has sustained, or from what cause they declined fur-

ther contest wall us, I cannot U'H.

After this full account of the transactions of the day, I feel it a dufy incumbent

on me not only to repeat the high sense I have of Lieutenant Philips' service*,

but likewise tci inform you that the other Lieutenants of tins Ship, Lieutenant*

David Pringle, Richard Coote, and William Fairbrother Carrol, displayed great

gallantry and spirit on the occasion ; the last mentioned, Lieutenant Carrol, though
u young Officer, has seen much service, and as his commission of Lieutenant is not

ye't coiiirirmed by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, may I request that

you will be plea'sed 'to represent his great merit, to induce their Lordships to do

it. To the zeal and energy of Lieutenant Warring of tiie .Marines I am much

indebted.

To insert any thine in this letter in praise of the behaviour of the veteran and

gallant Crew of his Majesty* Ship Centurion, must be needless to you, Sir, who

are well acquainted with it'; but I cannot refrain from saying tliat they displayed

^reat experience, and cool courage, and the good discipline of the Snip was con-

s.picuis, and does great credit to lL-;r proper Commander, Captain Rainier.

His^llajestv's Ship hai received considerable damage in her masts, yards, and

rigeins. The fo.-rmust, muenmasi, and luamyard, are badly woun.lcd, as well as

several smaller masis and ,ards ;
seven:! shot 'remain in the bottom between \Vimt

and water, one came through into the Guno -r's store-room ; but for your full

information of particulars
there uvcompanies this detailed reports of damages sus-

tained in the Gunner's, Boatswain's, and Carpenter's departments, as far as they

have been yet ascertained, It is wnn pleasure 1 acquaint you that very few

Men, considering tiie long action, have sulfered : none were killed, and only

nine wounded, one of them is since dead, the others are not in apparent danger.

I have received all ti.e asMst:;ncc that this place could afford me from Colonel

A.. Cam obeli, of ins Mait-.,t\S 7 Uh Highland Regiment, commanding Officer of

the district, and from all the'Company's Servants, both Civil and Miiuary, at tin*

Settlement. * al"> ^ c -

Peter Rainier, -c. $c. Ac. JAMES L1M>.

T>-iJent, Madras Road, Oct. 1, ICO I.

n lurcc oi iic uimuiv **cw*-ji^'Vfc * j v- .

Luiois in the Maren u ; thfl o.llaut and spirited conduct displayed on this occa

i.,n by yourself, Oiucers. iind'Crc-w, incuts me hiihcst apjrfause, hn you n..!,

fuiy saved his Majcslj S&iy uud i w.ur
* '""'? mt - ll ''"^''i *
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hnnd, as well as from Shipwreck, by running her on Shore, as a very obvimn*
resource that oficred to prevent it, but gave the French Rear-Admiral a complete
defeat.

I shall not fail to forward your letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty, for their

Lordships' information, by the. present opportunity, and have no doubt but their

Lordships will bc-tow on you some honourable acknowledgment of their approba-
tion of your gallant conduct. I remain, etc.

PETER RAINIER,
To James Lind, Esq. acting Captain of'

his

Majesty's Ship Centurion.

ADMIHALTY-OFF1CE, MARCH 16, 1805.

The following letters and list, containing accounts of captures made from thr

rncuiv, have been transmitted to this Office by Vice-Admiral Rainier, Commander
in Chief of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the East Indies :

. His Majesty's Ship la Dedaigtteuse, off' Cochin,

sin, December 14, 1803.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that I captured this morning a small French

Privateer, l'Espiej>le, of four guns, some small arms, and thirty-six Men ;
and

commanded by Francois Dubois.

She sailed from the Mauritius on the 8th of November, and bad not made a

capture. 1 have the honour to be, &c.
P. HEYWOOD.

To Peter Rainier, T.sq. Vice-Admiral of the White,
and Commander in Chief, <c.

dj-c.

His Majesty's Ship Caroline, B<7i; of Bengal,
Little Andaman, X. 79" 50', E. twenty

Bin, leagues, Jan. 5, 1804.

I have the pleasure to inform you, this morning at two o'clock we fell in with

the French Privateer Brig, les Freres Unis, of 140 tons, pierced" for sixteen, but

with only eight guns on board, and 134 Men, fifteen of whom are Officers, and

forty Soldiers from Bourdeaux, in July, and from Mauritius llth November, on a

cruise, but had talcen nothing. It took us till near six A.M. to close with and

capture this Vessel, who sails fast, and made, every effort to get from us, 'firing all

his guns into us, and HS we hailed, but (thank God) without hurting any one.

They had one Man shot by our musketry, and, with ourselves, received much

injury to Boats, booms, rigging, &c. 6tc. I am, &c.

B. W. PAGE.
Vice-Admiral Rainier, Jj-c. d[-c.

<c.

His Majesty's Ship St. Fiorenzo, off Mount Dilly,

SIR, 14fA January, 1804.

I have great' pleasure in acquainting you, that the French National Vessel

Passe par Tout, (a Chasse Maree,) was this day at noon captured by the Boats

of his Majesty's Ship under my command, without the loss of a single Man, after

a most determined resistance, in which the enemy lost two Men killed, with the

First and Second Captains, and three others very dangerously wounded, the Cap-
tain, I fear, mortally, having a ball through his body. "About ten A.M. perceiving
the chase to have got her sweeps out, and the Land Wind failiii!,', I sent three

Boats in pursuit; the Barge and smail Cutter with Lieutenants Doyle and Beach

(my First and Second Lieutenants,) being up lirst, most gallantly laid her on

board in the face of a very heavy fire from two brass 6-pounders, several swiveK,
and repeated vollies of musketry, when in less than two minutes they laid down
their arms. Great praise is due to my Oriicers and People employed on this occa-

sion ;
and I have not the least doubt of their success, had the enemy been of a

rr.uch greater force. One of the Bargemen is wounded on the back of his hand

by a cutlass.

She proved to be the Passe par Tout, of two brass 6-pounders and six brass

swivels, with twenty-five Men. I have the honour to be, &c.

Victr-Admiral Rainier, JOS. BINGIIAM.
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His Majesty's Ship Caroline, between the Cocos

SIR, and Prcparis Islands, Feb. 4, 1804.

I have the pleasure to inform you that his Majesty's Ship under my command
has had the good fortune to capture the French Privateer Ship le General dc
Caen, of 360 tons, twenty-two guns, and 200 Men, this forenoon. This Ship fell

to us by the superior sailing of the Caroline, both beini; under all possible sail,

going large, our chase gun* hulling her she struck. Came in from the Isle of

France, last from Menrui, is stored and victualled for five months, and had not
luade a capture. I am, &c.

Vice-Admiral Rainier, Commander in Chief, B. W. PAGE.
& fr- *c.

His Majesty's Ship Sheerness, offPoiit dc Galle,

SIR, 6th May, 1804.

Cruising here pursuant to your directions, for the protection of trade in general,
and of the extra Indiaman the Glory in particular, I captured yesterday the

French Privateer Brig 1' Alfred
;
she was commanded by Captain Crevel, mounts

fourteen mms, carries eighty Men ; she left the Mauritius in December last, and

the only prizes she has made are the Brigs Friendship, on the 27th March, and

Endeavour, on the 16th April, both from Madras .o Prince of Wales Island, and
of little value

;
she sails well, and is a remarkable fine Vi ssel.

I have the honour to be, &c.
JAMES LIXD.

Vice-Admiral "Rainier, Commander in Chief of
his jHujesty's Skips and I caeln in the East

Indies.

A Lift of the Enemtfs Ships and Vessels tnl:en, destroyed, and recaptured by his JVTa-

ji-xti/'s Ships Hinder the command of Vice-Admiral "Rainier, in the. East Indies,

between the 21st of December, 1803, and the 1st of "Xoccmbtr, 1804:

French Ship Chirissc, of 12 guns and 15? Men: taken by the Albion and

Scepire, December 21, 1803, in fat. 1 18' S., long. 95 20' E.

French Chnsse Maree Passe par Tout, ol two guns, 6 swivels, and 25 Men :

taken by the St. Fioren/d, January 14, 1804, oft* Mourn Dilly.

French Brig l'ilM>ieule, of four guns, 4-pouuders, and 36 Men : talien by la

Deda.igneu.se, December 14, 1803, oif Cochin.

French Bri<i les Freres Unis, of eight guns (9 and 6 pounders, pierced for

sixteen guns,)~134 M.-n, ;md 140 tons: taken by the Caroline, January 6, 1804,

in the Bay of Bengal.
French Ship General de Caen, of 26 guns (9-poundcrs and heavy carronades,)

200 Men, and 360 tens: taken by the Caroline, February 4, 1801, between the

Cows and Andaman isles.

French brig I'Alfrcd, of 14 guns (<5
and 4 pounders), 75 Men, and 110 tons:

taken bv the 8beeme, May 5, 1804, off Point de Galle.

French Schooner Zephyr, of four Men and 90 tons, laden with 11 4 Slaves-:

taki-ii bv the Terpsichore, August 27, 1804, oif Grande Port.

French Eri la Jeune Clementine, of 15 Men, laden with 1HO Slaves: rakCT by

the Sir Edward Hughes Indian, July 12, 1804, in lat. 4" 18' S., loiia. 64 E.

PETER ILAlNII-.

Copy of a Letter from Nr. Thomas Mu^rare, Commander of the Kitty private Slip
'

oJ'War, to U'iliiam Marsdeu, Esq.; dated at Falmout/i the 14r/i L^.uit.

6JH,

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of ih

Admiralty, that on Sunday the 10th instant, in the Int.tude c,t 48 ., and
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to add, that w ha,l one Man lulled and (wo. danserouslv wounded. In ju.tic
'

the Oiiicers and Ship's Company, I must say their conduct deserves the approba-
tion of their Lordships, when you take into consideration that not twenty of them
ver saw a pun firt-.j before, and not^twice that number ever were at Sea before

we left the Downs, on the ;>d instant.

1 have the honour to be, ike.

THOMAS MUSGRAVE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 23, 1805.

Cp>i of a T.ellf.r from the Honourable Heaaf-Admiral Cochrine, to William Marsd'cn,

i.'sg.;
dntfl en board his Majesty's Skip Northttmberlattd, off the Bar of Lisbon,

March 5, 180 j.

SIR,

I enclose a copy of a letter from Captain Rose, of his Majesty's Ship Circr ,

giving an account of his having captured a Spanish Privateer Schooner. She
seems a remarkable fine Vessel ;

and as she proceeds with the Squadron, I shall

soon be able to judge of hgr qualifications. I am, ice.

ALEX. COCHRANE.

SIB, Circe, at Sea, March 2, 1803.

I beg leave to acquaint you, that yesterday I captured off Oporto, la Fama,

Spanish Schooner Privateer, mounting four brass guns, and sixty-two Men ; out

fight days from Vigo, but had made no captures.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Rear-Admiral Cochranc. JONAS ROSE.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Farquhar, late Commander of his Majesty's Bomb
the Acheron, to William Alarsdeu, Esq.; dated iu Malaga Prison, the 12th of
February, 1805.

You will be pleased to lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the
enclosed copy of an account transmitted to Lord Kelson, of the capture and de-

struction ot his Alajesty's Sloop Arrow, Captain Vincent, and Acheron Bomb,
under my command, acquainting thru- Lordships that, from the uncertain state I

am in with respect to the safety of Captain Vincent, or to what Port he may have
beVu carried, 1 have thought it my duty not to let an opportunity slip of giving
his Lordship the earliest information, as well as the Commanding Officer at

Gibraltar, that immediate assistance and protection might be afforded to the
Cumin-. J have tiie honour to be, >xc.

ART. FARQUHAR.

Proceedings ofhi& J\Iajc.*ty's Bomb Vessel Acheron,
MY IORD, Sunday, b'tb. 3, 1805.

A i

daylight two strange Sail were seen from the mast-head, hearing about
F..S.K. of us; at eight A.M. they had considerably neared us; we were at this

time u. the rear of the Convoy. About half-past ten the Arrow asked, per tele-

graph, my opinion of Ships to the eastward
;

I iinme.dtately wore Ship and stood
towards them

; observed the headmost Ship to .shorten sail", by hauling down the
si lidding ^aiis; made signal 6-12 to the Arrow, then hoisted the private signal, and
continued upon a Wind standing to them

;
at a quarter past eleven made the signal

tor their being suspicious (they not having answered the private signal). Iwas
now MI nt.il- as to be able to observe they were Fnsrates, and at halt-past ele\en
lu discover that they had their spare anchors in th,ir main chains, which nuine-

li*ii'ly led me to suppose that they were trench. At titty
minutes past eie\eu

oie Ship, and mad? all sail towards the Arrou , who hud In' tins time quitted lu-r

ti.-A, ami made signal for Convoy to continue the Name course, although Ships of

\k.*c acted otherwise, At hah-'past twelve P. AI. ^\iui;da\ per log.) hoisted _>iu.
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colour? and fired a gnn, which they paid no attention to. Signals 360 and 322
were then made to the Arrow, who immediately made signal to the Convoy for an

enemy, and to make all possible sail to the appointed rendezvous, which wai

repeated. The Frigates had by this time made all possihle sail in chase of us, but
the \\ ind being right and variable froln the eastward we rather gained upon them.
At halt-past four P.M. having joined the Arrow, I went on board: Captain Vin-
cent appeared satisfied they were enemy's Ships ; they were now about five miie<

from us ; it was resolved Ut make sail, and keep in the rear of the Convoy, for

their protection. Tt was calm until eleven P.M., when a breeze sprung up from
the W.S.W., wore Ship, and stood towards the Arrow. At twelve she hailed, and
desired we would keep in her wake inclose order. At two A.M. saw two sail

upon the lee bow ; called the hands to quarters. At half-past came up with

them, and discovered they were two of the Convoy. At a quarter past four A.M.
saw two other Ships standing to us on the opposite tack. At forty-five minutes

past four the Arrow hailed the headmost Ship, then passing under her lee ; being
in close order she soon came abreast of the Acheron. I saw she was a large

Frigate prepared to engage. I hailed her, asking what Ship is that ? she answered,
What Ship are you ''. and immediately gave us her broadside of round and grape,
which did us very considerable damage in rigging and sails, besides carrying away
tin- sling.- of the main-yard, and ruaiu-top-gallant-yard in the slmss, hut did not
kiJ! or wound any one

;
we returned her fire, then hove about and gave her the

guns from the other side, and kept up the fire while our shot would reach her.

The Arrow bore up and raked her. At or about half-past five the second Frigule

passed the Arrow (then laying to upon the starboard tack) without firing ;
a little

afterwards she appeared as if intending to wear, and having her stern towards the

Acheron, we gave her two founds from the larboard guns. She then hauled her

Wind and stood towards the other Frigate. The people were now employed iu

splicing the rigging and getting another top-gallant-yard and sail ready to send

aloft. At da-, l.glu observed the enemy hud French colours Hying, and one of the

Frigates bearing a Commodore's Pendant. They then wore and stood to us ;

answered our signal and repeated the annul to one of the Ships of the Convoy ;

L.>;e up to close the Arrow
;
at seven siie hailed ns, and desired we would keep

in her wake, in close order ; made sail in the starboard tack, closing with the

enemy : at twenty-five minutes past seven the headmost Frigate being abreast of

the Arrow, and ithm half musket shot, tired her broadside at her, which wa*

immediately returned : at thirty minutes past seven she was abreast of us, and

gave us a broudsi le
;
we then commenced action with her, which we continued

until the second Fn^ute, which was the Commodore's, came up to and fired into

\n (having engaged the Arrow in passing) ;
we now turned our fire upon this

Ship until we came c'o^e up with the Arrow, who had put her helm a-weather and

was now raking her
;
we hauled our Wind to clear the Arrow, who appeared to

be wearing ; [ hailed and asked if he meant to again come to the Wind on the

larboard tuck, but could not understand what he said: as soon as clear of the

Arrow, we again directed our fire against the Commodore's Snip, which we con-

tinued until eight, when, with the greatest grief, I saw the Arrow obliged to

strike, being no longer ante to contend with the great superiority of force opposed
to her. She had, I conceive, received much damage in the act of wearing ;

the

Wind being light :>he lay a considerable time with her head to the enemy. The

Acheron being~no-.v very muth disabled in masts, sails, and rigging, and part of

her stenipost carried away, I considered farther resistance on my part could

suuswer no good, and, unwilling to sacrifice the lives of Men who li^d given me
the highest proof pi" their courage, I determined to make what sail I could, wuh
little hopes of saving t'j'j Ship, but with a view of prolonging the time of my beuijj

captured, to give the Convoy the better cliau.ru of escaping.
The superiority in .suihng of the enemy's Ship rendered the chase but short

;

st three quarters past eight having in chase received one broadside and part 01

another, ami the enemy now very near us, with the greatest mortification and

sorrow I A us obliged tu 'surrender to the French Frigate I'Horteuse, of forty-four

{runs commanded by Monsieur de la Marre la Mellcne, who, finding her mucfe

'ii.sablci.'., a* *oua ite thy SjiH'.-ers and Siup's Company were annoyed, set lu-r v*

AKTIJUU rAKQUflA.lt.
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3Imprrtal parliament,

HOUSE OF LORDS, MONDAY, FEB. 1U

NAVAL DEBATES.

Earl of Albemarlc said, that before proceeding to the business of the day,
-**- there \v;is a motion with which he meant to trouble, their Lordships, of which
he had not deemed it necessary to give any notice, as lie could not figure any ob-

jection which could be made to if. What he wished was a copy of the Commission

grunted by his Majesty to Sir Charles Middleton and others, for managing the

Nava! Concerns of the Country. Their Lordships were not ignorant that there was
another Committee appointed for this purpose by Parliament, and it was but

proper that it .should be seen how far this Committee, appointed by his Majesty,
tvas intended to supersede the Committee appointed by Parliament. He there-

fore moved, that an humble Address be presented to his Majesty, praying that he
would be graciously pleased to order a Copy of the Commission to Sir Charles

Middleton and others, to belaid before the House. Ordered.

Earl St. Vincent, after apologizing for intruding himself on the House, said, that

a Right Honourable Gentleman being now at the head of public affairs, who had
in another place, made his public conduct the subject of animadversion and com-

plaint, he was desirous of knowing from the Noble Lord on the Ministerial Bench
if it wa.s the intention of Ministers now to bring his conduct forward to public in-

quiry, that he might be ready to meet the charge ? He was happy to observe a

Noble Lord present, whose entire approbation, he was happy to think, every step,
of his conduct while at the head of the Admiralty had experienced.

Lord IJawkesbury did not think that it was parliamentary to call on him to make
an explanation in allusion to what had occurred in another place, and lie was still

the more unable to give any answer, as he did not know, farther than from report,
the nature of the accusation alluded to. He thought, however, he could assure

the Noble Earl, that he was not aware that there v.as any intention of making his

conduct the subject of investigation.

Earl St. Vincent said, that on a subject such as the present he thought himself

entitled to an explicit answer, nor would he sit down contented with any other.

Lord Hawkesbtirg said, that, as one of his Majesty's Ministers, he assured the

Noble Lord it had never reached his cars, even that such an accusation had been

surmised or hinted at.

The Earl of Suffolk said, that there had been some talk of a Tentii Report of

the Boaid of Naval Inquiry. He was anxious that it should be before the House.

On the motion of the Duke of Clarence, it was ordered to be printed.

The House then went into the Order of the Day for considering the papers laid

before them on the subject of the Spanish War.

13. Mr. Williams presented the Tenth Report of the Commissioners for

Naval Inquiry.

On the motion of the Duke of Clarence it was ordered to be printed.

His Highness inquired in what degree of forwardness the Eleventh Report of thi*

Committee was ': He understood that the Tenth Report contained matter of

high importance, and he intimated his determination to see it brought forward in

the way which it was becoming that every paper of consequence laid on the.

table of that House should be attended to.

15. The Bills on the Table were forwarded.

The Dukf, of Clarence referred to what had passed some days ago respecting a

Noble Earl (St. Vincent). He observed a \Toble Viscount present who had been

at the head of Administration while that Noble Earl managed the Marine Depart-
ment of this Country. He could not, therefore, forbear from calling on the Nobla

Viscount for a declaration, now that he had joined with the present Mumter*, of
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the sense in which he had formerly held, and still continued to hold, the conduct
of that gallant Commander, while at the head of the Admiralty Board. His Roy-
al Highness had known, the Noble Ear! lor 26 year-*, and lie felt himself called on
to declare, both as a Peer of that House, and as a Naval Officer, that he had
never seen cause to differ from the Noble Earl but once, and that was with

respect to his ideas on the subject of the hue Peace. Had the conduct of the
Noble Earl in his Ministerial situation become the subject of discussion, it should

unquestionably have met with his decided support. He expected, therefore,
from the Noble Viscount a consistent declaration as. to the impression which srill

remained on his mind of the conduct of that noble aiul respectable Naval Hero.

Lord Viscount Sidmouth said, that called on as be had been by the Royal
Duke, he could not resist answering the question which he had condescended' to

put to him. He fell no hesitation, then fore, in declaring now, as he had uni-

formly hitherto dene, that he highly approved of, and held in the most perfect

respect, the conduct of the Noble Earl, both in Ins situation as a Naval Com-
mander, and as the Head of the Marine of this Country. He would be guilty of

gross inconsistency, and of a violation of his o\\:i firmly fixed sentiments on the

subject did he not state so, and did he not declare that the Noble Earl was, in

his opinion, entitled not to the thanks mily, but to the wannest gratitude of the

Country.

The Duke of Clarence felt pleasure in hearing the consistent declaration of the

Noble Viscount. He should not therefore trouble their Lordships farther on the

subject, the more particularly as there were other topic* connected with the Naval
Affairs of the Country to which he should at some future period, not at a great
distance, feel himself called on to request the attention o> their Lordships.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, MONDAY, FEB. ll.

TOWARDS the close of the debate in the House of Commons, the following ex-

cellent Speech was delivered by the Advocate General (Sir J. JYic/io//,) who en-

tered at considerable length into a discussion of the merits of the case on the part
<if our Government, as their conduct appeared to him to be countenanced and au-

thorized by the established usage or Law of Nations. All writers from VaUel to

Martyn, who is one of the most modern on the subject, have agreed, that if an

injury be received, or an injustice done, and that explanation is demanded on

the one side, and refused on the other; if there is a notice given to the Power so

refusing, that if such conduct is persisted in, it will be considered as a suriicient

-,ause of War. If after this solemn warning, as the writers oa this subject observe,

that Power shall continue those acts which are deemed acts of aggression, and

shall still withhold ail explanation on the subject, hostilities against her will then

l>e founded in the principles of justice. An Hon. Gentleman had compared thii

conduct beteen two Nations to similar conduct between man and man; tin-,

however, was erroneous. An individual illegally threatened with a premeditated
attack by another, would find protection and redress by appealing to the Tribunals

of the Law. It was not so in national disputes; if one Country perceived that

another had assumed a fighting attitude, and that her own destruction, or any
serious injury to her was threatened, she then had no resource, but that of put-

ting herself into a similar posture, and endeavouring to give the first biow instead

of receiving it, as most probably would otherwise have been the case. Every

publicist of eminence has declared, that we have a right to make use of the prin-

ciple of fear to compel olher Nations to accede to our just demands. If this hj;

not the weight which we calculated it would have with them, there was no alter-

native but that of having recourse to Anns. That such a hue of conduct should

be adopted and acted "upon pending a negotiation, when ail the otter circum-

stances already mentioned were connected with ii, was not without a precedent

in the aeneral conduct of civihztd Nations. On the contrary, it would be found,

lhat in'almost every instance where it was tho!!i-!l nrL-essary during the course 01

the last century, tins was the general practice of this Country, and of all ether

I'ov.-ers of Europe. In 1718, when Sir Geo^e Byng wai sent to preserve the

VjL-uuality of Italy, a similar step was ihf.; .:it, and was of course
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adopted. He did not want to conceal that an outcry was raised by Spain agahut
the manner of proceeding, and that some persons in that House also protested

against the measure. But the wisdom of the House over-ruled the objections,
and the action was commended a a measure of necessary precaution. In 1726,
Admiral Hosier was sent to cruise off 1'nrto Hello, and an attack was made on

Gibraltar, though War as not declared for six weeks after. In 1739, the Spa-
niards seized all British property, even though contrary to an express article,

which they were apprehensive that we would otherwise inflict on them the first

marked commencement of hostilities. In 17-11, in 1755, in 1763, and down to the

time of the dispute respecting .Vootka Sound, it was to be observed, that there
was hardly an instance of a maritime War being undertaken without a similar pre-

cautionary measure being adopted. He therefore most cordially supported the

Address.

12. Mr. Grey moved for a copy of the Royal Warrant granting an additional
Pension to Lord Melville, as Lord Privy Seal of Scotland.

13. The House went into a Committee of Supply, in which the following sums
were voted for the expenses of the year :

For Extraordinaries in the expenses of the Navy - .1,404,000

Building, wear and tear of ditto .... 1,503,000
The Transport Service .... _ 975,000
Prisoners of War 575,000
St. John's . <2,100

Cape Breton ........ 2,100
Newfoundland ....... 1,130
Bahama Islands -..-... 4,438
Bermudas - - - - .. . . ygO
Dominica ........ 530

Mr. Alexander brought up the Report of the Greenland Whale Fishery Bill,
which was ordered to be engrossed.

14. The Greenland Whale Fishery Bill was read a third time, passed, and
ordered to the Lords.

15. Mr. Giles wished to know whether it was the intention of Ministers to have
the Act for appointing the Board of Naval Inquiry continued.

The Chancellor <fthc Exchequer replied, that there did not appear to him any
possible ground for the continuance of that Act.

Mr. Giles then gave notice, that he would move on Monday se'nniglit for the
continuance of that Bill.

Mr. Kinnaird begged to observe, that he imagined some ofthe papers which he
moved for on a former day, respecting the repairs of the Ships commanded by
Sir Home Popham, miglit be laid on the table.

Mr. H-'iHiam Dickenson assured the Hon. Gentleman, that every possible
exertion was making to procure all the papers moved for, in order to lay them,
before Parliament.

18. On the mot ion of Mr. Crcerey, the Accounts presented in April last of the
Duties on the Exports and Imports of the Isle of Man from 1798 to 180-1, were
ordered to be printed.

Mr. If''. Dickcmon presented the Letters and Papers relative, to Sir Home Pop-
ham, moved for by Mr. Kinnaird, which were ordered to be printed.
The Report of the Quarantine Bill was brought up, several amendments were

agreed to, and the farther consideration postponed till to-morrow.

SirC. Pole observed, that the Tenth Report from the Commissioners of the
Naval Inquiry, winch had been laid before the House, was unaccompanied by the
proper signatures; he therefore moved that leave be given to withdraw it, m
order to its being presented in a more accurate and authentic manner. Leave
was given.
Mr. Brooke gave notice, that to-morrow he would submit a motion to the

e
concerning the Passengers and private property detained in the Spanish* ri**atcs ,
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The Chancellor of tlic Eichequcr opened the budget in the following

speech :

" Mr. Alexander, the first article of supply that has been voted, to

which I shall call the attention of the Committee, is the Supply for the Naval
Service ;

the total amount of what lias been already voted, exclusive of the sum
of 390,0001. for Ordnance Sea Service, is 14,645,6301., exceeding by 2,600,0001.
the amount of what was voted lust year for the same Service. The excess has

arisen from the sum of 1,800,0001. for the expenses attending the 20,000 addi-

tional Seamen voted this year, and for the increase in the e.xtraordinaries and

Transport Service." But there is another article of Supply to which, though I

shall not call upon the Committee to vote it at present, I shall still take the li-

berty of requesting the attention of the House. This article is one connected
with a subject of the highest importance to the interests, not only of this country
but of Europe. Gentlemen are aware that we have been engaged in a conti-

nental intercourse and correspondence, with a view to objects which we must all

admit to be of the highest moment. Sir, I have felt the sincerest satisfaction at

finding a general conviction on the part of this House, that the ultimate security
of this country is materially and intimately connected with the security of the

Continent. It must be the wish of every man who hears me, that the intercourse

and correspondence should be so prosecuted as to restore Peace upon grounds
calculated to produce and establish that ultimate security which is the object of

all our wishes and all our efforts. But seeing what we do see, and knowing what

we do know, it would indeed, Sir, be rash and presumptuous in us to entertain an

expectation that that great object can be attained without further sacrifices on our

part.

EXTRACT FROM THE SUPPLIES.

Navy, exclusive of 390,0001. Ordnance Sea Service. 14,645,6301.

EXTRACT FROM THE WAYS AND MEANS.

It appears by the disposition paper which has been laid before the House, that

there is a surplus of 123,1461. a sum of Navy Debt of upwards of 120,0001.

There is also the sum of 931,0001. out of the vote of credit for the Naval Service,

which is to be added to what was not called for by the end of December, 1804.

But as the demands upon the Navy are paid in bills, and as bills increase with

the Service, there is a larger sum of bills at the end of the year. The result

therefore is, that there is a sum of upwards of 120,0001. not called for;

11,188,0001. was only called for, including the vote of credit of 931,0001. But

still of course, though not called for, there is an increase of debt to that amount.

But after all, there will remaia a surplus of the Ways and Means of 1804, to the

amount of 1,192,1151. It may here, Sir, be proper to say, that the amount of

the Navy Debt is less than it was at many periods of the former War.

19. Mr. Brook, pursuant to the notice which he had given yesterday, moved,

that there be laid before the House a return of the number of Spanish Prisoners

now in England, describing distinctly what is the amount of the number of Of-

ficers, of Sailors, and of Passengers, and distinguishing those who had been taken

previous to the declaration of War from those who have been since taken ;
and

also an account of the amount of private property
taken on board the Spanish

Ships, together with the order or orders for the restitution of private property, if

any such has been issued.-Ordered.

25. Lord Dunlowe moved for an account of the expenses of building his Ma-

jesty's Frigates Bombay, 1790, and Cornwallis, in 1800, both at Bombay.
Ordered.

27. Mr. Grey rose, and after alluding to a notice of an Honourable Friend of

fcis (Mr. Kinnaird, then absent from town) respecting certain additional papers

concerning Sir Home Popham, observed, that there were several other papers

wanting. JIc therefore moved for

" An account of all Repairs, &c. of the Ttomney, when fitted out in September

$nd October, 1800, and the expense attending the same."

After a &w words from Mr. If. Dickcnson, the motion was agreed to.
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Mr. Groj then moved for

" An Account of all Repairs or Alterations of the masts and hull of the Rom-

ney, in the Months of October, November, and December/ 1800, together with

the expenses of the same." Agreed to.

He ne\: iiio\ I'd for

" The latest Report of the Survey or Examination of the Sensible, and tlic

expense of the Repairs of 1800, with the Amount of the Stores furnished to the

laid Ship." Agreed to.

Also,
" An Account of all Repays done to the Romney and Sensible, and other

Ships under the command of Sir Home Popham, and oi all Stores furnished to the

said Ship?, particularizing the separate expenses of each Ship, and Amount of

.Stores." Agreed to.

Mr. Grey then moved for

" An Account of all Repairs done to the Romney, and the other Ships under

command of Sir Hume Popham, at I lie Cape of Good Hope, and of all Stores

furnished at that Port, particularizing the quantity and expense for each Ship."

Agreed to.

Mr. Grey moved likewise for

" An Account of all Naval Stores bought in the Red Sea, &c. for the said

Ships." Agreed to.
,

Also,
" For the Entries and Discharges, &c. to and from different Ships, with

the Dates and the Names of the Ships, of Mr. D. E. Bartholomew." Agreed to.

Also,
" For a Copy of the Order of the Admiralty respecting the said D. E,

Bartholomew." Agreed to.

He then moved
" For an Account of the time of Service of the said D. E. Bartholomew,

expressing any Broad R's. that might have been placed before his name previous
to his being apprehended and restored to the Service."

Sir W. Burroughs objected to the word, "
apprehended :" he thought it was

too hurtful to the feelings, and should therefore prefer
" taken up," or any other

expression.

Admiral tfaarttham contended, that as Bartholomew never was discharged from
the Service at the time he left it, be could not be considered as a man impressed ;

he therefore must be of opinion that "
apprehended

" was the most proper word
to be made use of in this instance. The orders sent to Sir Home Popham were to

turn over all the Officers of the Romney. Why he did not do so, remained for

him to show.

Mr. Grey said, he bad no wish to make nse of any word that might be unne-

cessarily hurtful to the feelings of any person ;
but the whole of the inquiry

might he objected to on much the same grounds.

Mr. Sturges Bourne said, that some circumstances relating to Mr. Bartholomew
made part of the defence of Sir Home Popham before the Admiralty and that
House.

Mr. Grey observed, with respect to the objection to the word which he had
used, that Bartholomew did actually belong to the Navy at the time he had
absented himself from Service ^ that notwithstanding the order to Sir Home Pop-
ham, he was on Shore, and on this being heard and considered, the Lieutenant
of the press-gang took him, and carried him back to the Service to which he
belonged.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, there ronld be no doubt of the fact, that
Bartholomew was taken by the press-gang : would it not therefore be the better

way to use those words in describing a tact which came the nearest to the trans-
action itself? Why not say, "taken by a press-gang, and carried to the Nore :"

Sir Home Pophum said, he would relate the transaction to the House as well as
he could. It Lad beca asserted by the galiaut Admiral opposite, that he had
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orders to turn over all the Petty Officers
; now, he believed, the order was to

discharge the Crew. He had brought home with him a number of Officers, many
of whom, on

arriving here, went on Shore to their different connexions for their

recreation. He believed the circumstance was mentioned at the time to Lord
Keith

;
he was then under the eye of a Commander in Chief. They were all

paid up their wages to the time of hauling down the Pendant. Mr. Bartholomew
could not be a deserter, nor be considered as such, since he was afterwards made
an acting Lieutenant -in his Majesty's Ship Inflexible, of which the Commanding
Officer was very well known to Lord St. Vincent

;
and surely would not have

been, in that case, so treated, had he been for a moment considered in the light of
a deserler.

Mr. Grey mentioned, that it appeared to be upon a consideration of the circum-

stances that the order was given.
Sir Home Popham said, that Mr. Bartholomew was treated just the same as the

other Midshipmen, and had his money paid up. He was treated in common with

ell the other Officers, and the Crew were turned over to other Ships. He was

himself under a Commander in Chief, when the Officers, many of whom were

known to Members of that House, went to their different connexions.

Admiral Markham said, that according to the speech of the Baronet, it would
be thought Mr. Bartholomew was some young gentleman known to many Mem-
bers of that House, instead of what he appeared to be on entering the Service, a

Landman, and afterwards becoming an able-bodied Seaman.

The Speaker spoke to order, and the motion was then put, amended according

to the suggestions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and carried.

Mr. Grey was sorry to trespass further on the House, bat he begged to present

a petition from Captain Mitchell, complaining of the false representations made

by Mr. Bartholomew, aifecting the character of Captain Mitchell, the substance

of which he had also transmitted to Mr. Marsden, and praying the House to grant

him an opportunity of vindicating his character from the allegations he complained

of, either by calling him to the Bar of the House, or by such other mode as to the

wisdom of the House should seem fit. The Honourable Member concluded by

moving, that the petition be laid on the Table. Ordered.

Mr. Grey then moved
" For a Copy of the Affidavit and Letters referred to in the Petition he had

presented from Captain Mitchell." Ordered.

Mr. W. Dickenson moved
" For a Copy of the Certificate of Mr. Bartholomew's having passed his

Examination for a Lieutenant." Ordered.

Also,
" For an Extract of the Muster of the Enterprize, relative to Mr. Bar-

tholomew's being taken by the Press-gang." Ordered.

Mr. Canning moved

f For Copies of Correspondence between the Admiralty and the Board of

Naval Inquiry, on the Subject of the Papers of Sir Home Popham, with the

Dates ef the Returns of them to the Admiralty and Navy Boards, and Copies of

the Examinations on that Subject before the Commission of Inquiry."

Mr. Grey said, he believed that the Papers had not been returned to the Ad-

miralty and Navy Boards.

Mr. C. Pole said, the Papers remained with the Board of Inquiry till applied

for by the Navy Board. They were then sent to the Admiralty, of which the

Navy Board were apprised. The motion was agreed to.

Admiral Hdarkham said, that more Papers were still wanting. He then moved

for

" An Account of all Bills drawn by the Naval Officer at Calcutta, in the years

1801 and 1802, on Account of the llomney, and other Ships, under Comroai

bit H. Popham, specifying the Expense of the particular Ships, &c." Agree* I to.

Also,
" for Copies of Letters fcora the Nary Board to the Secretary of the
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Admiralty, relative to all Bills and Expenses incurred for Sir Home Popham, jq

the years 1801 and 1802." Ordered.

lie moved afterwards
" For Copies of all Letters directing the Navy Board to inyestigate the con-

duct of Sir Home Pophaiu." Carried.

Sir W. Burroughs gave notice of several other motions for Papers.

28. Sir W. Bui-roughs said, he rose in pursuance of a notice which he had

piven on the preceding day, tor the purpose of moving for some additional papers
relative to the question which had arisen respecting Sir Home Popham's papers,
the production of which had been rendered necessary by those which were al-

ready laid upon the table. His object was to show, that the expense of this Squa-
dron, under the command of Sir Home Popham, was less than the expense of the

same Squadron, whilst it w:i commanded by Admiral Blanket, and that with re-

spect to the Bills drawn, the rate of exchange was favourable to this country.
He thought it unnecessary to say more upon the subject at present. He
therefore moved for an account from the Sick and Hurt Offices of the rationi for

each man per diem, on board the Squadron in the lied Sea, under the command
qf Admiral Blanket, and afterwards of Sir Home Popham; and also an account of

the rates of exchange at which Bills were drawn upon this country on account of
the said Squadron. Ordered.

MARCH 1. Mr. Giles rose, according to a notice formerly given, to move for a
Bill to continue the powers of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. He had.

asked of that part of the present Ministry which had been in the former Ministry,
Whether it was intended to continue those Commissioners ? to which he had re-

ceived no reply. The Act which he proposed to continue, was one to examine
into the abuses of the Naval Department, and it enjoined the Commissioners to

make, such suggestions us appeared to them proper for remedying the abuses.

The Bill had continued two years, and the Commissioners had discharged their

duty with an ability and a zeal that exceeded all praise. There was still much
to do

; but the continuance of the Act was uncertain. The time appointed lV>r

the duration of the Act was two years, and from thence till the end of the next

Session of Parliament. It had received the Royal Assent in December ;
and if

the present Parliament had met before December, the Act would have been in

ipri-.e till the end of the next Session of Parliament. As it was, it would expire
with the present Session, and the dissolution of Parliament for one day would put
an end to its power. The Act was now, therefore, completely in the power of
the Minister. At the time of passing the Act, it was in the contemplation of Par-

liament, he had no doubt, merely to give an opportunity for renewing it. It

might be said, then, Why was this measure introduced so early ? It was merely
for the. sake of security. It must be confessed that the present Ministry, though
they had very little more vigour than the late Administration, held a great deal
more boldness, and were apt to treat the House with much less respect. The in-

tention of the late Ministry was to bring forward distinct motions on the Reports ;

but now a Royal Commission was appointed to supersede these motions; and
even thu was not communicated to the House. The Commissioners of Naval In-

quiry had yet to examine into the state of the Commissioners of the Admiralty,
the Commissioners of the Navy, the Victualling Office, the Office for the Sick and
Wounded, and the Office of the Inspector General of Naval Works. Of the ne-

cessity of the Commission there was the evidence of notoriety, at least as much as
there had been for the passing of the Habeas Corpus Act. He concluded by
moving for leave to bring in a Bill to continue the powers of the Act for appoint-
ing Commissioners of Naval

Inquiry.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer expressed his conviction that the Reports had

brought to light many things, the knowledge of which might be attended with

public advantage ; and he had no difficulty in saying, that if the Commissioners
cmjld not complete their labour before the end o'f this Session, he would be ready
to have the Act continued. But there was no proof that they might not finish

their task in the time that yet remained. Kven on the face of the enumeration
that had been made, there was nothing of any essential importance, except the

Victualling Oilice, and the Honourable Gentleman did not know whether thg
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Commissioners might not already have advanced a considerable way into that
business. We therefore ought naturally to wail to see what the actual state, of

things might turn out to be. There was another circumstance to which lie ui-licd
to advert. The Hon. Gentleman had said, that the appointment of ibe Royal
Commission, without any communication with Parliament, was disrespectful to the

House. But this Commission was appointed with a view to aid the Exr<:u f i\'-

Government in acting upon the suggestions that appeared in ihe reports. \Vus it

theu Buy disrespect to Parliament to adopt a measure for carrying into execution
tli";o .'TV plans which Parliament itself had approved ? This surely could never
be contended with any arguments that could weigh with the House. He would
therclore move the order of the day.

Mr. Mnrtin z'did, that the most infamous abuses existed in the Naval Depa-t-
menf. He had the highest opinion of the Noble Lord who was lately at the head
of the Admiralty. He had fought our battles with skill, vigour, and succe<5.

Kut the Country was not more obliged to him for his actions in a military than in

a civil capacity. He had paved the way for the destruction of those vile abuses,
that were equally disgraceful to the perpetrators and to those who had permitted
them to exist for so long a time. He concluded with begging pardon of the House
for troubling them thus long.

Sir William Elford was of opinion, that the powers of the Commissioners ought
not to continue a they were at present. They were useful

;
but his objection to

them was that they had erected themselves into a criminal tribunal, upon prin-

ciples inconsistent with the British Constitution. It appeared from the Reports
that they had taken ei purte evidence, and published Jt in these Reports, without

allowing the other parties the poer of defending themselves.

Here a question arose, Whether the Hon. Member was in order ? It was agreed
in the afiirnrative, when

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought that this was not certainly the mode of

proceeding to discuss these Reports with any prospect of advantage. The best

plan would be to appoint a. day for the purpose, and take them oiie by one.

Sir William Elford again rose, and proceeded to observe, that th case to which

he was to advert was very serious. In the 8th Report, it appeared the Commis-

sioners had questioned an Attorney respecting the failure of a Bill brought ag;iin.-:t

a person accused of embezzlement befor-j a Grand Jury. The Attorney gave it

as his opinion that the Grand Jury had been tampered with. He was asked by

whom, and he said he believed that it was by Mr. White, Sheriff of Exeter, who

was connected with the person accused. Mr. White was a most honourable

Gentleman ;
and this statement, if it had appeared any where else, would be con-

sidered as a foul and gross libel.

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the Hon. Baronet was not only in order, but this

was the precise time at which he ought to make his objections. The Commis-

sioners could not do the i duty without their present powers. If they had abused

them, they ought to be called to account, and it was incumbent on the Hon.

Baronet to prove his allegations. The Report in question contained nothing im-

proper. An fi parte statement was given of an opinion as the cause of a

well known fact, which was, that a Grand Jury had refused to find a Bill against

a person who had evidently been guilty of embezzlement.

Sir William Elford observed, that he had done nothing more than state what

wa-i in the 8th Report.

Mr. Greii said, that the question was, Whether what was contained in the 8th

Report was a breach of duty ? All parties, however, would have an opportunity

of doing themselves justice before the House. He went on strongly to urge the

necessity of continuing the powers of the Act, and appealed to an Hon. Baronet

in the Commission, whether they would have time to finish their business iu that

Session.

<;r Charles Pole replied, that a great deal still remained to be done, and the

difficulty of procuring Papers was increased by the War. He would say one

word as to the Eighth Report. He was not surprised to hear the objection to. U,

coiiiid-.Tiii!! the quarter from v. hence it came.
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Sir William Elford declared, on his honour, that he had no connexion with the

parties.

Sir Charles Pole said, that he did not mean to say that he had, but only that he

came from a part of the country where this was the general talk.

Admiral Markham bore testimony to the necessity which existed for instituting

the Board of Commissioners of Inquiry. He would take, upon himself to assert,

from his positive knowledge, that enormous abuses had existed in the Navy, and

he really believed one-third of the entire expense of the Department of the Navy
might be saved, if those abuses could be got rid of. Those abuses were not only
in the Victualling Board, but in the Transport Board, and in that Board which ho

considered the most corrupt of all, the Sick and Hurt. He and almost every other

Officer an:l Sailor felt themselves aggrieved for the want of a Bill to regulate the

enormous abuses which had been pointed out in the Agency of Prizes. He
hoped that the duration of the present Bill should be until all those abuses were

thoroughly purged away. The Right Hon. Gentleman (.Mr. Pitt; had himself

agreed that the Commissioners had done a'great deal of good, and he thought it

was not quite fair for the Hon. Baronet (Sir W. Elford) to bring an accusation

against them, as it were by a side-wind. It would have been more manly to

bring a direct charge, if he had any means of substantiating it.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the Hon. Gentleman was under a mistake

in his observations on the Prize Agency question. An Hon. and Learned (Jc n-

tlenian had already given notice of a Motion for leave to bring in a Bill to

regulate the subject.

Mr. Creevey thought that those Commissioners must he ralher considered as

acting under a Ministerial Commission, and therefore would not be very forward

to direct their attention to any abuses but those which Ministers wished to be

pointed out. About twenty years ago several abuses were discovered in the

Department of the Navy, but no measures were adopted in consequence, and the

only reason assigned for not taking measures was, that the Admiralty did not
like it. There was one circumstance which appeared to him very extraordinary
in the present Commission. He saw with astonishment among the names of those

Reforming Commissioners, the name of Mr. John Fordyce, who had himself been
a defaulter to the amount of 80,0001. ;

he would not pretend to say to what
causes this might be owing, but that was the fact. The public had lost by him
both the principal of the 80,0001. he had mentioned, and the interest of it for

several years. He therefore considered the Hon. Baronet had been perfectly in

order in the observations he had made. (A loud cry of Question ! Question !)

Mr. For said he merely rose to state the question upon which the House was
then going to divide. When the Bill was past, the presumpiion and general
understanding certainly was, that Parliament would, according to its usual practice,
have commenced the Session before the 29th of December^ and, therefore, by
the intention of those who brought in that Bill, it was to have a much longrr
duration than what it would now- have unless expressly continued. The question
then of continuing it for the duration that it was originally to have had, would
come to this : Whether the House was disposed to abridge the period assigned
for its Constitutional Inquiry into Ministerial abuses ? The Honourable Gentle-
man (Mr. Pitt) had stated a possibility indeed of its not being necessary to con-
tinue the Bill, and of all the matters that the Commission was intended to in-

vestigate being thoroughly examined before the end of the Session. This however
was but a bare possibility : on the other side there was every probability and
positive proof. The Honourable Admiral who had brought in the Bill knew well
the period that was intended for its duration. The other Honourable Admiral
(Sir Charles Pole), who was the principal Commissioner tinder it, certainly did
n appear in the least to imagine that the business would be so soon at an end
as to give any reasonable prospect of the labours of the Commission being ended
before the conclusion of the Session. He could not perceive that the Honourable
Baronet (Sir William Elford) was at all out of order

;
on the contrary, it appeared

to him that it was the most fair and manly course he could pursue, when the
question was to continue the power of Commissioners that he disapproved of,
to come forward at once and complain of the abuses he supposed existed from
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fhe conduct of the Commissioners themselves. The Hon. Baronet had ouce made
a formal motion on the Mib;e<;t, but was not fortunate eivni'ih to find any Member
to second him. This in^ht be the case a<jaiu, if i;e brought forward a ibunal

charge, and thiTi-foiv, perhaps, it was better I
- hs opinion in tiie

manner he had dune th>s iiiuht. II- was not able U, _-ee ail those ulio were at
the other sale or the House he did iut understand ttie new connexions that

niany Of them appeared lo ha\e formed, but he -ailed npj.iaii oi them, wiio were
friends an I supporters of the late Board oi" Ad.-i.nv.l v, !OI-OHI, forward, and not
content thein-^ivt.-.-, with :rv ne sik-nt votes, but stale to the House tha reason*
v.

i.y they iirM supported tin 1:5., I, and
.-.hy they now considered it necessary, or

else-
\\liy they had since changed their opinion. lie hoped that the opposition lo

tfie motion oi '*;..> Honourable and Learned Friend was not meant ;.s aa insidious

method of preparing (lie minds of the House for lotting die Bill drop in the course
of the present Session.

Mr. Cunnins; did not conceive that, bv voting now for the Order of the Day, he

pledged bimseif in anv manner to oppose the further continuance of the E.ll, if it

should bejudged necessary to conllmie it. The two Admirals who had already spoken,
differed entirely ui their opinions of the time when the Commission was originally
intended to expire. The Admiral (Martham) who h<;d brought in the Bill, stated

the intention of the framers to be as stated by the Honourable Mover (Mr. Giles);
but another f,;-.l!iint Admiral (S:r Charles Pole), who -was first Commissioner under
ir, stated that he considered it in a different hirht. When such high authorities

differed, he ihoujht it was ri^ht to adjourn the consideration, which was all that was
meant by vhe Order of the Day. There was a possibility, however, that the main
tsk of the Commissioners Blight be finished within the year. There was a possibi-

lity, also, that the opinion of the Honourable Baronet ini^,ht prevail; and in either

case the House mizlit be disinclined to renew it. Whatever might be his opinion
of the importance of the charges suggested by the Honourable Baronet, he was

convinced he was perfectly in order, and that he had a right to make such com-
ment or observations as he thought right on the conduct of the Commissioners.

He thought it was rather unfair to address him so tauntingly about having made a
Motion which he could uet nobody to second.

Mr. For denied any intention of addressing taunting expressions to the Hon.
Baronet. If aiiy taunt was meant, it was rather against his friends who did not

support him.

Sir Charles Po'.f save his opinion, that there were at present matters of the high-
est importance before the Commissioners, and that in all probability their labours

could not he ended within the Session.

Mr. Bragge s&n\, he conceived himself to be one of the persons called on by the

Hon. Gentleman at the other side ofthe House (Mr. Fox), and he should therefore

state his reasons. As to appealing to the opinion of the two Admirals about the

meiming of the framers of the Bill, he disapproved of that manner of arguing. The

intention of Parliament was what should be considered, and that intention wa

only to be known by the Act itself. As to the intention of the trainers of the Bill,

it could only be known by those who had confidential communication on the sub^

ject from all the Members of Administration, as such BiiU as these are not brought

forward merely on the opinion of any one Board. The intention oi the Parliament

v as, that the Bill should remain in force nnul its objects were accomplished. The

intention of the Honourable Gentleman < Mr. Pitt) appeared to be the same.

Whatever misjht be said of constitutional jealousy of Ministers, yet the business

of a Session would uever get forward, if no confidence at all was to.be placed ia

the positive assurance of an Honourable Member, that it was his intention 10 bring

forward u certain measure. For his part, he lelt a perfect confidence m the assur-

ance that had been ijiven, he therefore thought the prereiu motion unnecessary,

and should vote for the Order of the Day.

Lord Henru Pettii could not sec what threat danger could befall the Country even

if the case should happen, which was only stated as a possible one, that the business

should be disposed of before the time had come for th;j expiration
of the Commis-

sion. With respect to another case which affected the liberties of many milltott*

< C&ron. (Hot, XI II. x
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of our countrymen, Parliament did not think it necessary to fix any very nice pro-

portion between the, time that these powers might b<- absolutely necessary, and that

in which it would be dimerous to grant them. He had never thought of having
recourse to those possible cases, when lie agreed to continuing the Habeas Corpus
Suspension Hill only lor two mouths. lie might as well have argued that it was
verv po.ssible that perfect tranquillity would he restored in Ireland several months
before this Hill would expire. That case, would have been full as possible, and

perhaps more probable, tluni that which had been suppo-<vd to-night, by way of

argument, of the CommiMioaers having finished all their inquiries in the course of

the present Session.

iMr. Ifnu-kins Ihmrnr, although he placed a sufficient reliance on the assurance

of the Right Hon. (jcntfcman, that he would move for continuing the Bill, if the

time was not sufficient, yet as be thought there was sufficient evidence before the

House, that the business could not be expected to be finished in the course of tliiv

Session, he supported the motion.

Mr. Tierncy said, it appeared to be agreed by almost every one that the Com-
missioners had perfectly well discharged their duty. Tiie principal doubt he had
heard suimes-ted was Whether it \\ as proper that they should be continued durin<_: a

time <rf War ? It would be recollected, however, that the principal part of their

labours, which have been of such important benefit to the public, have been car-

ried on in time of War. As the worthy Baronet (Sir C. Pole) had said distinctly
that the length of the Session would not afford sutlicient time to accomplish their

task, he thought it was evident that the charge should be still entrusted in those

hands who had hitherto so ably and faithfully executed it. There were many
accounts which were to come from distant parts abroad, and would requtre consi-

derable time before any Report could be made upon them. As to the intentions

of the framersof the Bill, he could not speak positively of the intention? of others
;

he could answer, however, for his own. His intentions were in have thoroughly
examined those abuses which he heard complained of. The difference between
that time and the present was this: these abuses were only spoken of, but now
they have been proved. He concluded by supporting the original motion.

The Chancellor of the T.xchequer, in explanation, said, he would not wish to be
understood as having considered all the Reports of those Commissioners as

highly important j
he had only said that they had suggested some very useful

things.

Admirals Mtirkhnm and Pole said a few words.

The question was tbe.i loudly called for, when the House divided-

For the Order of the Day ------ yy
For the Original Motion --*-..-- 75

Majority 17

COURT OF KING'S BENCH, JAN. 29, 180.1,

JVJTR-
GIBBS moved for a Writ of Habeas Corpus, to bring up the body of J.

Jones, who had been subjected to the impress by an Orticerof the Aavy, not-

because he was a proper object of that Sen-ice, but because he had committed an
offence which the Officer of the impress could uot easily excuse. It appeared
that the Deptford Tender was, to use the Sea phrase, thrown athwart the hawse
of the Brig on board which Jones was the First Mate, .and it seems this man did
not exactly do what the conductor of the Deptford expected, to relieve him from
this momentary difficulty; the Officer, therefore, took the law into his own
hands, Xnd subjected the oHender to an engagement in his Majesty's Service,

contrary to his wiMies and interest, during the War, This person is noticed in ait
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(official letter from the Lieutenant, in which the latter says,
" I thought by send-

ing him to the Nore, it uould be better known among the porsons 111 the Mer-
chants' Service how such Men ought to behave in regard to the Tenders."

Lord ELLF.XBOROUGH. " Is he liable under the regulations ot'the Impress-"

Mr. Gibbs. " I cannot say by law he is not liable, but I trust your Lord-

ship will think the law is much better wTiere it is, than if submitted to the con-
troul of these Officers in the Impress Service."

Lord ELI.ENBOUOUCH. " This is an improper letter, and it may supply a

ground for you to resort with success elsewhere
;
but here we have only to con-

sider if he be a fit Man to be impressed ? As far as I can discern, every part of

the public Service is disposed to show great deference to whai passes in the

Courts ; but in this case, in the point of law, we cannot interfere."

Mr. Justice LAWRENCE." I understand the instructions to the Officers of the

Impress contain an exemption of the First Mates of Ships of above fifty tons bur-

then. This is a lenient regulation for the protection of trade, not by law re-

quired. This Man may be supposed to have misconducted himself so tar as not

to be entitled to such indulgence." Rule refused.

JANUARY 31.

This was an application at the suit of Mr. Stowe, Collector of the Customs at

the Port of Dover, and it was directed against a Lieutenant in the Navy, a Com-
juanderof one of his Majesty's hired Cutters.

Mr. Garroir said, he was instructed, at the instance of Mr. Stowe, who
was Clerk of the Customs at Dover, to move for leave to iile a criminal infor-

mation against a Lieutenant in the Navy, who, at the time he committed th

offence which was the foundation of the present application, was the Commander
of one of his Majesty's hired Cutters. This was a case of considerable im-

portance, for there was nothing an Advocate could have, occasion to spea| of in

a Court of Justice, with regard to which the public were more concerned, than

those laws respecting quarantine, on which depended the public health. The

complaint arose out of a question of this sort, and the faithful discharge of those

duties which were entrusted to Mr. Stowe. This mode of proceeding was the

most lenient one that could be adopted towards the Defendant, and he trusted it

would afford him an opportunity of preventing the necessity of the Court hearing

further upon the subject, particularly as he was undoubtedly a very meritorious

Officer. It was not necessary to go through all the preliminary circumstances of

the transaction : it was sufficient to state that the. Defendant brought his Vessel

into Dover Harbour with the yellow flag flying, to denote that she was the object

of the quarantine laws. This "was exceedingly improper, as Dover Harbour was

certainly ne of the last places in winch a Ship should perform quarantine. The

Defendant informed Mr. Stowe, that he had been at the Downs >that he had

boarded a Vessel near the French Coast, which had come from the Mediterra-

nean that he had examined her papers, and had, therefore, been obliged

to perform quarantine. He added, that he had received some damage to his

Ship's rudder, and hoped he shoujd not be found fault with for coming into

Dover Harbour
;
at the same time he said he would have no communication with

the Shore. This apology was received, and it was only thought necessary, by
Mr. Stowe, to put Ins Vessel under that controul which would prevent the inter-

course of his Crew with the people on Shore. In the discharge of this duty, on

the part of Mr. Stowe, it became requisite for him to order the Defendant to get

out of the Harbour as soon as possible, which the other peremptorily refused to

do, and this conversation took place :
"

Sir, do you say you will not go ?''
" No,

I won't go."" Then I shall be under the necessity df reporting your conduct ;

and I shall report, that, when I was here before, you did not perform your duty
with regard to the quarantine laws." This threat doubtless referred to the favour

that had been shown him. It was sworn positively by the Gentleman, on whose

behalf the motion was made, that he had not used any provoking language which

could possibly have given offence, but had been actuated solely by a sense ot his

duty, iiiT remonbttauce to the Dei'uadauu however, produced the
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frtter: "
Sir, I have DO hesitation in -icquainting you, that iVom the indecornr^

lant;ua^e its<*d by you on Tuesd.n l;<.
v
't, you cannot POSM :\s the manaers or prin-

ciples oi a Gentleman, and 1 recommend your using more becoming lancua^v in

future, to secure you from that chastisement you merit.'' A!!ir this, llie Collector

of the Customs was walking on flu- Quays, when h" perceived a Naval Officer pa>*

him, wlio afterwird* tinned round, had called i;i:n by his name. Mr. Stove

stopped him, wln.ii 'hi? 1)' uudhiit a>'.c<t iii'n li hr In. I ri i:eivi:t! h;s letter? Mr.
Stowe replied, that lie had received i:, and had taken proper notice of it. Tlia

Officer then s?.id, that if Mr. Slo'-e -.i-iied lor the satisfaction of a GentK; nan, he

knew his a.ldres.s and where li.. always to i i; found. i'r.e i 'mod Counsel

remarked, it was not to be f:,;-:n>d, that persons in th; ' ,...,, <iieir duties

should he exposed to the resc-jV.en's of tl:y>e v.r': v.hu,,
-si-ily had

official ro'iiniunlr *'o:i. H,' ii ;u ,ttr-l, (h;-.t he iio;>ed ;i't- D< ft > ;ant would be
sensible ol li B co. is-' \v!:icli it became him to ,ii:r?ue upon this occasion, as it was
fur I'roni the wish ol the i'rosecutor :o

j;;e;i tlu inaltcr a ;,a.5t him, il he :uade a
mitabic apology.

Lord ELLKNBOROUGH " Take a rule to show cause."

TIJE KING AGAINST '

' HFIlHI'/Tr, KbQ. AND OTHEnS.

THE Attrrneji General moved for the judgment of the Court against John
Herrio:t, tsq. John T.\!o:, Ksq. Kichaid Harris, and Richard Lathhury, lor

a lil>el reflecting on Earl Si. \ incent and the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty. The case we fully reported last term. It will he sufficient to remind
our readers, that it was an information filed against Mr. Herriott and Mr. Taylor,
as Proprietors of the True Briton Newspaper, and Messrs. Harris and Lathbury,
as the Printer and Publisher of the same, for a paragraph, stating that Karl St.

'Vincent and the Admiralty Board had suffered two mouths to elapse alter the

renewal of the VVar with ihe Trench Repu'.hc, 1-cfVue an account of that event
vas transmitted to Adi..intl Rainier, the Commander in the Indian Seas. The
affidavit of Mr. Taylor staled, that he was only a quarter Proprietor of the Paper ;

that he had no controul in the conduct of it, and no concern, directly or indi-

rectly, in its publication. Richard Harris, by his affidavit, stated, that he was

only a weekly servant to Mr. Herriott, and that the controul of the political

purl of the Paper was solely in that Gentleman. Lathhury's affidavit was to the

same effect. Mr. Herriott did not offer any affidavit.

Mr. Const addressed the Court on behalf of Mr. Taylor, Richard Harris, and
Richard LathLury, and enforced the topics of exculpation urged by them in their

affidavits.

Mr. Morrice, Counsel for Mr. Herriott, said, it would be highly unbecoming
in him to offer any observations to the Court, which could possibly have a ten-

dency to impeach the verdict; at the same time, he trusted he was in a condition
to state that which would at least give a favourable inclination to the judgment of
their Lordships. He had to urge, in extenuation of the fibel, on die part ot .Mr.

Herriott, his subsequent conduct, and the deep contrition he had expressed for

having given offence to the Noble Earl. He held in his hand what would satisfy
their Lordships.

The Attorney General, interrupting him, said, he hoped nothing would be ad-
vanced by the Learned Counsel as the foundation of the judgment of the Court,
unless it was supported by the affidavit of the Defendant.

Mr. Mi'rricc said, he only meant to submit a paragraph in the Sun Newspaper,
inserted since the conviction.

The Attorney General was sorry to suppress any thing that was considered im-

portant. If, however, the Defendant uas l-tkcri b\ surprise, by the opposition to

t,' i reading the subsequent paragraph, he had no objection to the matter standing
over, in order that il-might be nuroduced by an afiiduvif

; but, at the sum- ;:me,
he wished also to be allowed to lay before the Court other papers which would

prove a continuance of the same spirit which had dictated the libel in question.
He did not think he should be justified iu Iniigmg fon.um any mailer oi' a^ra-.
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votion, unless the course adopted by the Defendant should render it necessary;
on the contrary, he had coutrouled those who were desirous 01 doing so.

Lord Llie/iborough observed, that the Attorney G< :H-ral was well warranted

in his objection. It' the Defendant thought that any conclusions coukt be
drawn in Ins favour irom his subsequent demeanour, the Court would aaorj him
an opportunity.

Mr. Moi-rlct declined offering the evidence to which he bad alJuded. He said,

it was only netvssarv ior him io state what was the impression on ilie niiitd of the

Dcteiictant. He repeated, that he feh the deepest contrition lor Ins otience : lie

*as anxious to avail himself ot every means, m his power to make atonement.

The Learned Counsel said, he would uot even indirectly attend to the ciiuiini'1

thnmgh which the paragraph ;a question had got into ttie paper. He was satis-

lied Air. Herriott would meet with all the indulgence to wlncti he was entitled.

Mr. Attorney General began by saying, tliat it was not his Lai it to detain the

Court on these occasions with many observations, because he was ot o|>inion tliat

wlii a the Court were furnished with the imm rials which tlie record itselt con-

tained, they were possessed of every thing tliat was necessary. He agreed tiiat

the case l^-fore the Coi.rt was out in which iiieir Ixircislups' judgment would k-ad

them to discriminate. 13ut witli icgard to Mr. Taylor, it was necessary to remark,
that if a person thought fit to be a Proprietor of a Fapc-r, he ought to take cara to

entrust the m-tnagenK'iit of it to those who would not make it the veliicle of

scandsJ and private slander. With respect to Mr. Herriott, he aad only to say,
thai it would have been as well it that Gentleman had condescended to state his

contrition upon affidavit. As to the libel itself', n was uot necessary to say much :

it appeared to be directed against the late Admiralty Board, but it was obvious

that Karl St. Vincent was ihe principal object of attack. Whatever dnlereucc of

ouunon there might be with regard to the Naval Administration of fie iNoble

Ear), tuere could be but one sentiment in every British bo~om as to his Services.

From his zeal and patriotism in risking his life in his Country's Service, there was

every reason to conclude lie would have filled the high station to which he had been

called with equal honour to himself and advantage to the Country ;
but perhaps

IVom the circumstance oi his being placed m a situation which was iie\v to him, lie

nnsJit not, in the opinion of many persons, have conducted Inuisclf with those

Ji-fits \\hicii others \vouLt have done. In whatever way the public opinion had

<1 rided on his merit .-s y<-t no doubt was entertained a to ihe most diligent exercise

of >uch faculties as he "was endowed with, combined as they were with an ardent

v to serve the public by the faithful discharge of h.s duties. What was the

'. of this U>el ? Not thftt a man, who, having ably managed the Ma vies of the

Coiinti v, u as inadequate io preside over the ,-Savai Auunnistratiou, hut it described

h;m as "totally ignorant of every tiling that the nature of his high olh'ce required.

It represented him to have been so coa:pletely criminal as not to have sent over to

the Kast Indies an account of the commenceiiient of hostilities with France till after

a period of two months. For this libel no excuse had been attempted, except that

it \VH> one which could not possibly have had any eflbi t. I ins VHS no excuse for

the Defendant, who iia.J ooiu: all in his power to induce its belief. This libel con-

tamed a charge, which, if tr^e, would have called for the utmost severity ol punish-

ment upon the Noble Lv irl. The Defnid;,nt iiad published it as a fa, t well known.

It wa as sross a charge as had ever been made against a pnbhc el] ra ti-i
;
and

therefore those who Had iwn it currency ouglu to DC i^aue rt^ansio. ior tlieir

orfence.

Mr. Lrskine addressed the Court on the same side. He observe ', (hit it was not

more from attachment to the Noble lir.rl that he pres--d for pu^^uieiu ihau :.uui

cousideraDons of the mahgnitv and dangerous tendency oi the lioei. It was a very

unplca-"!it thai;: to see such a person as Mr. IKr.io't stuadin; in the situation he

|id. -
| it

- was a Genilenioii who, 1 1 r !., gene.iU coaduci, unconnected

w.th Hits U' cii d-jsL'i-ved the estimation of his l:u)as. 'I'he Learned Cuiuisel

adn.it: a taat it was the privilege, nay more, the duty of every man to tsar.nne

tocltv into ;he conduct of the different members oi liu Gpvernuieai vi the Couu-

V\; i>ui iiuu n^ViL^e never couid autiiorue so gruw a calumny on uiaB Me
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Earl St. Vincent, who had given those proofs of valour to which the Country was

in a great measure indebted lor the ability of commencing the present War with

Spain wiih Mirh superior advantage. He maintained there was not, nor ever had

fceen, any difference of opinion in the public mind with regard to the character of

Earl St. Vincent : or, if any such difference of opinion had ever existed, it had been

excitad l>v the newspaper in question, which had been devoted to the purposes of a

party out of power; a party who, wishing to undermine the British Constitution,

thought that the Admiralty, tlKtt British Bastion, was first to be beat down. It was
not difficult to suppose, that in that garrison there were spies of the enemy, who
furnished the artillery which was directed against it. If any thing could aggravate
.'lie libel azainst the Noble Earl, it was that it had been published at a time when
the enemy threatened our Coasts with Invasion, and when every loyal man came
ibrward to protect the Country. It was at a period like this we were told, that ai

the Country had been saved by the voluntary efforts of the people, so our Officers

abroad had been left to themselves, and to their own exertions, without any aid

from Government. We were represented to our enemies as sailing by our own

spirit, without any chart or compass. If it had been the opinion of Mr. Herriott,

from all he had read, heard, and seen, that the Admiralty Board had acted wrong,
and he. had fairly published that opinion, he should have been ashamed to have

urged the Court to pronounce judgment against him ;
for he considered the

liberty of the press as too sacred to be violated, where the exercise of it had been
fair and dispassionate ; but in this case, the Defendant, Mr. Herriott, had come
forward as the volunteer of others in a perilous service. He had not thought pro-

per to give up his author, and consequently he could not complain if he was made

personally amenable for an offence w hich probably did not proceed from him-

jelf.

Lord EI.LEVBOROUGH. Let the several Defendants be committed, and brought
hp for judgment on the last day of Term.

o

Courts partial.

PORTSMOUTH, FEBRUARY 21.

X Thursday a Court Martial was held on board his Majesty's Ship Gladiator,
on Captain Bcnnet, Commander of the Tribune Frigate, by order of the

Bight Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for his conduct in

reluming from Gibraltar to England, without orders.

MEMBERS OP THI COURT.

Admiral Sir ISAAC COFFIN, Bart. President.

Captain LOSACK, Captain FRASFR,
GRIFFITH, . OLIVF.B,
IRWIN, BLAND,

' OMMANNEY . EI.PHINSTONEJ
'" WOODRIFFK, . LORING,

WAINWRIGHT, - TAYLOR.

M, GREETIIAM, Esq. Judge-Advocate of the Fleet.

After evidence had been examined on the part of the prosecution, and wTiar

Captain Bonnet had to offer in bis defence, the Court was cleared ; and upon
their deliberation, it was again opened, Captain Bennct and audience admitted,
when the Judge-Advocate read the following sentence :

" That the Charge had
been

proved against Captain Bennet ; but it appeared to the Court, that in

deviating from their Lordships' order he was actuated solely bv the purest meijrct

fv\ the
j^ood

ohis Majesty's Scnice) did mljtulge him to be acquitted"
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HOME REPORTS.

PLYMOUTH.
'T'lIE Gcnereux, of 74 guns, is ordered to be prepared at Plymouth for the re-

ception of Prisoners of War.

9. Came in the Spanish Ship, Santa Maria, from the Havana, detained by
the Ajii.x and the Illustrious Men of War. < in sight of the Montague.) Sailed the
Windsor Castle, of 98 guns, and the Plover Sloop of War, to the westward with
dispatches.

10. The Spanish Vessel, mentioned in the letter of yesterday, was a Letter of
Marque, of 14 guns, with a very valuable Cargo, consisting "of 10,000 dollars,
several hundred ounces of gold in dust and ingots; horn tips ; 140 bales of
cotton; 150 hales of fine wool

;
1400 hides in the hair

; 100 hogsheads of sailed
tcef; 3.5 sheets of copper; arid 100 quintals of cocoa. And the large Frigate
seen oil' the Sound, in tow of an :irmed Ship, alter beating off and on the whole Oar
and last night, this morning the Wind springing up, made some progress. At 11
/. :\I. she stood in to the Sound, and fired a gun. On being boarded, on her an-

cnoriug between the Island and Marin, she proved to be a Spanish Frigate, of 40
guns, and 300 Men, mounting only 14 guns, from Peru and Mexico, for Corunna,
deeply and richly laden on account of the King f Spain and Spanish Merchants.
She Wits captured Dec. 8, 1804, off Cape St. Mary, by the Polyphemus, of 64
guns, Vice-Admiral Sir J. Orde, Capt. Lawtbrcl, but parted company in a violent

gale of Wind on the 16th ult. since which she has experienced very "bad weather,
carried away her main-mast, and had her rudder choaked. She fell in with, a
few days since, the Harriet armed defence Ship, of 18 guns, which took her in
tow

; and after beating about the Channel ever since, arrived safe this morning.
She is called ^the Santa Gerlruda, and has on board one million two hundred thou-
sand dollars, registered on account of the Spanish King, besides cocoa, coffee,
hides, platina, valuable drugs, cochineal, cotton, and several rich private ventures.
The Spanish Captain of the Santa Gertruda speaks in the highest terms of the at-

tention and politeness of Lieut. Gordon, of the Polyphemus, (put in as Prize

Master,) and all the British Ollicers and Seamen on board the Santa Gertruda,

particularly from their display of nautical skill, when she laboured so much in the

gale of Wind on Christmas Dav last, and carried away her main-mast, and had
her rudder clioaked. The Polyphemus has also taken four other Spanish Ye-
sols, richly laden. Came in the Hind Cutter, with the Flying Fish, Smuggler,
taken alter a long chase, with 500 ankers of brandy on board. Also the Excise

Cutter, Eagle, of 14 guns, Captain Adams, with a Raft grappled for and picked
up oil' the Maystonc last night, supposed to have been, from the cleanness of the

anchors, very lately sunk.

12. Yesterday morning a great alarm was occasioned by blue lights having
been thrown up at the signal posts from the westward, for an Enemy's Fleet being
off the Coast ;

these w ere repeated here
;
and in the middle of the night, the

Amphion, of 32 guns, Capt. Sutton, lying in the Sound, under orders for the

Straits, was, with the Harriet, of 18 guns, sent by Admiral Young to the west-

ward to discover the occasion of the alarm. The Santa Margaretta lias the Blue
Peter flying as a signal for Sea. Came in the Prince, of 98 guns, from the Wes-
tern Squadron, with damage by the late gales ; also the Spanish Ship St.^Andero,
laden with sugar, indigo, cochineal, and 100,000 dollars, captured on the 30lh, \>j

the Lucy hired Lugger, of 14 guns? Went into Barnpool to refit, 1'Aigle, of 44

guns, Capt. Wolfe
;
she is to have her rigging overhauled.

13. Last evening (just before post), the Santa Maria, Spanish Prize, from the

Havana, captured by the Illustrious, of 74 guns, moved from betwixt the

Island and the Alain, to go up Cutwater for safety above Turn Chapel llork. She
had cleared the Gut of Mount Batten, and was endeavouring to wear Ship near

Queen Anne's Battery, Teat's Hill ; but the. Wind flattening, and being a hirgt

Ship, she missed stays, and unfortunately before she could bring up, she sailed

ashore, on tiie red' of rocks near the Victualling Office, Point pier Head, where
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she lay last night ; hut the tide flowing this morning, she swung off into deep
water, without much damage.

J4. fame in lli" Diamond, of ;>t? guns, Capt. Elphinstone, from a Cruise; and
a valuable Spanish Merchantman, Pnr.i Serpia Conception, Pme to the Repulse, of
64 LTuns, {Ion. C;i|>t. I..cgge, oti" Ferrol. The Santa Maria, Spanish Letter of M.

which was ashore at h'her's \.i>-, and was got oil yes!
1

rday, went u;

this niornm ;, above Turn Chapel Rock, where she is moor '! -a'e from r:,!es of

Wii:rt, IK HI- Oreston Ou/.e Bank
;
she did not MiMam any damage in either II

. '! he alarm last Friday, riy the Muiial lor -in enemy oil the Western Coast,
w;:s < .i-( ::s>.,tied by the tOHM Hn -i;m ^ .nTi sailed lor the Streichls,

bring sen) off the Head Land -ud i .t maKing t!ie im;ter signal, were mistaken

ior an eiwmy. Tliis same R.iss.an Squadron had been chased by the light Fri-

eates of Comwallis'.s Fleet just after they made the ],t/ard. This morning there
was the M!ost extraordinary catch of gray " 'ill. -I ev. r known in this Harbour

;
it

i- supposed they were driven in 1 y ihe t'ah s of' Wim: at K.S.K. and very nearly
:>0 Buat tv;:ds of prime lish \veru taken llns mornnig outride and inside of the 1'ier

Ueada.

15. Passed up for Torhay, the Cliannel Fleet under Admiral Cornwallis, all

wll, having hfeu durint; the laie Bali's driven on. e or twice off their StatK u,

which tli' p( ;,(.( 1 1111; \-lNiiral, in spite of Winds or weather, still endeavours to

lie,
ji,

and only bore up tor Torhay to relit.

16 There were seen oil' the Western Islands, only sixteen days since, nearly
iorty Sail of Spanish Vessels, richly L'.den from t'le. Havana, that \\ere spoken
with bv a neutral Vessel, and ]iad not !IK least u!rr (<(':! War with this Country ;

no doubt several of them will iind ll.eir '-vay m'o the ilritish Pcits, by the activity
of our Cruisers. The Charlotte hired armed Schooner, u)rch sailed last night, ii

pone with dispatches totl.eWest Indies. Sailed the Malta, ol 84 gons, Captain
Granger, with provisions for the Fleet at Torhay. Cai:. m the Crescent, of j<3

pins, and AnrVhion, of.''C guns, from a Cruise to the westward.

IT. The. Windsor Castle, of 98 <ains, is tjone to join Vice-Admiral Sir

T. Gravea's Squadron, off Rochefort. The follow m<. Ships Lore up for Spithead,
when Vid. -Admiral (.'omwallis's Fleet went into Torbay ;

1'nnce George, of
Sfi suns ; Flantagepet, of 74 guns, much si rained, and lias her iiiain-mast sprung ;

and 'he Dragon, of 74 guns. Came in the Crescent, of 06 guns, from the west-

ward.

19. Came in this mornintr, w'ith dispatches from 'Rear-Admiral Cochrane, dated
off Ferrul last Sunday, lire Minotaur, of 74 trims, Capt.r.n Mans-l'-Id : she expi'rl-
-nced dreadful weather on her passiigc, and wiSl beoiJiiied \<> po into Duck to re/it.

Sailed the Caroline, of 1-1 ^uns, Lieutenant ]>;; by, on a Cruise to the .southward and
westward. The Amplnou, ut 36 guns, Capt;iin Sutton, returned yesterday from a
Cruise to the westward. Sailed the Santa M;a;;aretla, of ;>6 yuns, Captain Rath-
borne, on a Cruise to the westward. Yesterday being the birth-day ot'her Majesty,
v.;ts (ihsorved with the utmost respect, loyally, and affection. The bells rang the
whole day ; flags were displayed on board lite Men of War, and at all the public
cilices; and the day ended with theuimos; f>-Muuy and harmony. It blows now,
three P.M., a violent gale of Wind at S.S.K. with a heavy Sea in'the Sound.

20. Yesterday the Amphion, of 36 guns, Captain Sutton, lying in the Sound, was
paid w;!>:es and prize-money, previous to her s;\i!:;.i; tor the Straits with dispatches.
Went into the Sound, the 'Pretty Lrss, of 14 guns ; and from Barne Pool inlo

Cawsand Bay, the Impetue.ux, of 84 guns, Captain Martin. Sailed for Guernsey,
the Staunch, of 14 guns, to join the Squadi'on uin'.er 1'. ar- Admiral Sir J. SaamareV,
in that Station. In going up the Harbour 10 relit, ihe Diamond, of 36 guns, Cap-
tain Elphiustone, the tide ruuiiinu' down ven .strong, tailed ashore on the Dia-
ruiind Rock, oil' Devil's Point

;
but the tide flowing, she swung oft' without damage,

ami got to the lower moorings in safety.

'Jl. Came in the Spanish Ship St. Anna Confonnida, from Oronoko, captured
. days ago by tin- Kmhmion, of 1 J. guns, in Int. :)7J 17', long. 1.56 5'J' ;

a!s

the Spanish Ship Santa Thomas, laden v.-itii hides and twllow, captured on th 13th

ly ihc Ajax,of 745:11113,111 si^htof iue i'i rrol Sqcadroa. Sailed lor Guernsey, to taku
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in her Sea stock and proceed on a lucrative foreign Station, that Crack Privateer
the Fame, of 32 guns, Captain Hosier, of 150 Men. This morning sailed the

Aniphion, of 36 guns, Captain Sutton, for Gibraltar or Malta, with dispatches. A
Spanish Prize is now working into the Sound, to go up Catwater.

24. The rudder of the Ville de Paris, of 110 suns, the Hon. Admiral Corn-
wullis, being faulty and defective, was yesterday unshipped in Cawsand Bay, and
lowed by the Dock-yard Launches through the Sound* up Hamoaze, alongside the

Jelly, to be repaired ; and, from the exertions making by the different artificers of
the Yard, it will be ready to be sent oil' to the Ville de Paris, and reslupped ai'ain

soon, to enable the gallant Veteran to resume his Station oft' Brest. On his arrival
in Cnw sand Bay, the proper signals being made from the signal-post at Maker, Vice-
Admiral Young and Rear-Admiral Sutton saluted him with seventeen guiis*
as Commander in Chief of the Western Squadron, which he returned with fifteen

guns; drily observing, there wits not ami eccatfonjir all this fuss and ceremony on his

being obliged to conic into Port to refit. He will not accept of any invitation ou
Shore, as the Service requires his attention on board his own Ship. The Port
Admirals, and all the Officers of rank in both the Army and Navy, in Port and
Garrison, have been on board the Ville de Paris, to pay their respects to the vete-.

ran Cornwallis, on his arrival at this Port. Letters from the Caroline, of 14 guns,
Lieutenant Derby, state her arrival at Falmouth, after the late gales of Wind; and
that she was then, at the closing the letters, under weigh on a Cruise to the west-
ward. The wind now, at four P.M., blows an Hurricane atE.S.E.

i>6. Orders came down this day for one Colonel, two Captains, four Subal-

terns, forty Serjeants, Privates, and Drums, of this divisou of Royal Marines, to

embark on board la Fleche, of 18 guns, Captain Dighy, for Cork and Dublin, to

recruit on the Irish establishment for that valuable Corps. Sailed yesterday the

Impetucux, of 84 guns, and Sparliate, of 84 guns, to join the Fleet, with bullocks.

('dine in a Spanish Ship, Prize to the Endymion : her name is the Kelotter, Captain
Neclos Mener Malpimlo. She was captured on the llth. Yesterday the

repaired rudder of the Ville de Paris was towed off by the Y'ard Launches
into Cawsand Bay, and new shipped. This morning the gallant Cornwallis made
the signal for unmooring, when the Ville de Pans, (his own Ship,) with the Nep-
tune, of 98 guns, Captain Sir T. Williams, immediately weighed, stood out of Caw-
sand Bay, and lay to lor the Admiral's dispatches and letters, till twelve at noon,
when the v made sail; at three P.M. were .-landing out of the Sound round Penlec

Point, going down Channel with a fine Wind at X.N.E.

'27. Accounts from Falmouth, by letters received here, state the Spanish Prize

captured by the Malta, of 84 guns, is one of the richest taken this War, and is said

to be from South America. The AigJe, of40 guns, warped down the Harbour yes-

terday morning early, with Captain Sturtputon board, (rice Captain Wolfe, absent

on Service) ;
she sailed directly on a Cruise to the southward, and it is supposed

that her destination is immediately in the track of the homeward-bound Spanish

Ships from South America and the Havana ;
she has been a fortunate Frigate

already this War. Sailed the Rambler, with an acting Captain, vice Captain Sturt.

Came in from the Downs, after having been blown out, and forced upon the Coast

of France, the Ambrosio, a lar^e armed Transport, with 350 Soldiers on board,

destined to form part of the expedition forming at Sp,ithead. They are part of the

4th, or King's own regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel d'Kspiuasse. She had a provi-

dential escape from Shipwreck in tiie late gales of Wind at E.X.E. near Boulogne ;

l.ut bv good Seamanship slie weathered the Storm, and arrived sale in tins Port :

she sails for Portsmouth the first fair Wr

ind.

29. Sailed on a Cruise to the westward, the Hazard, of 18 guns, Captain Xeve.

The Hon. Admiral Cornwallis, previous to his sailm" to his Command off Brest,

Captain Wolfe being absent on business, put
one of the Lieutenants of the Ville

de Paris into the Aigle, of 44 guns, previous to her sa-hu^ ou her late Cruise, a*

actmg Captain.

30. Several of the Spanish Officers are. gone on parole to Tavistock, Okehamp-
ton, and Launceslon. They are aii hi-hly "impressed with s-ntiments of gratitude

and respeet for the hospitable, poiUe/aiid friendly reception they have received

at this Port from the Admiral, General, aud Field Officers, aud Cculleiueu,

, Cfmm, ffloi.XIII. 1 1
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about at private houses almost every day. The Prince of tlie Peace, in his violent?

declamation against this Country, when he talks of the Spanish Sailors aii'l Soldier.v

being forced into our Service, or on refusal confined in noisome dungeons, would

have done well to h; ve informed himselfmore accurately on the subject, he tor IIP

ventured to commit himself in the eyes of all Europe ;
as the Spanish Soldiers and

Sailors have been at perfect liberty, under the controul of their own Orh'cers, to-

come ashore whenever they had leave of absence : of course, War being declared,

they will in future, like oilier Prisoners of War, he placed in Prison Ships for secu-

rity, with a daily and ample allowance of beef, biscuit, bread, and beer. Indeed*

very much to the credit of the Spanish Officers, they are feelingly sensible of all

the'civilities they have received during their residence here for several months

past. This day 'Captain Wolfe arrived from London, immediately hired a Trawl-

boat, and sailed this afternoon to join his Frigate the Aigle, of 44 guns. This day
the chests, containing one million and a half of dollars registered, part of the Cargo
ofthe Santa Gertruyda, Captain Don J. Solyman, lying in Hamoaze, Prize to the

Polyphemus, of 64 guns, Captain Lawibrd, were shipped on board Dock-yard
Lighters, and landed at the Yard, previous to being put in a place of security
before they are. sent off to London, under a strong escort of the 2d Dragoon Guard*

and Royal .Marines.

31. Came in this morning, with dispatches from Vice-Admiral Sir T. Graves,

K.B. off Rocheforr, the i'elix, oi 14 guns, (A. S.) Lieutenant Boinke ; having on

board part of the Crew of the Doris Frigate, Capiain Campbell, which struck on a

rock and was lost on the Coast of Spain, while in chase of one of the enemy's Brigs.

The Officers and all the Crew were saved. The Felix also brings an account, that

the Squadron of French Ships so long blocked up in Rochefort had, in the late

gales of Wind, escaped and put to Sea. There may thus be a chance at last ofsee-

ing them conducted into this Port as Prizes. Letters received from Guernsey state,

the Fame,, of 32 guns, private Ship of War, Captain Hosier, ('.ate la Blonde,) which

sailed from hence for Guernsey last Friday, was found on Shore on some rooks in.

Guernsey Roads, and totally wrecked in a violent gale of Wind at E.N.E. Cap-
lain H. the Officers, and Crew, were all saved

;
but it is feared they will not save

many of her Stores; she went to Guernsey to take in additional Stores and more-

Hands, and was to have sailed for the South Seas therefrom, as an annoyance to the

French in that quarter. Her Shipwreck may be considered as a national loss, and'

a serious misfortune to her public-spirited owners, who had fitted her out at a great

expense in the most complete stile as a private Ship of War.

Feb. 2. The Veteran, of 64 guns, which went into the Sound Thursday noon,
was ordered to sail directly, and put to Sea at a moment's notice

;
destination at

present unknown.

8. Sailed a large armed Transport (No. 391), with 450 of the Royal Irish, or

18th Regiment of Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel d'Espinasse, for Spithead, to join the

expedition forming at the Isle of Wight. The Hound, of 18 guns, Captain Pa-,

kenham, which arrived from Jamaica, with dispatches for Government, is put
under quarantine. She brings a confirmation of the loss of the Morne Fortunec,
of 18 guns, on Crooked Island. The Officers and Crew were saved by the ex-

ertions of the Boats' Crews of the Penguin. This morning a melancholy accident

happened in the Sound
;
as a Victualling Office Hoy, that had been with pri*-

visions to the Fleet in Cawsand Bay, was returning to load another Cargo, by a>

sudden squall the tiller struck the helmsman, a fine youth of 16, so violent a
blow as to knock him off the larboard railing. The Mouclieron, of 18 guns, Capt.
Reed, which sailed on Wednesday with sealed orders, had them brought from.

town by an especial King's Messenger, who thought them of so much importance,
that the Admiral sent him on board with them, and she sailed directly. Came in

the Colpoys, of 14 guns, armed Ship, with a Spanish Prize, but the particulars are
not yet known. The weather is now so foggy out, that it is impossible, from tlia

Citadel, to see as far as the Sound.

14. Went into the Sound, the new Frigate Circe, of 32 guns, CaptainRo.se,
quite equipped and ready for Sea

;
she is a beautiful Frigate of her class, and

does credit to the Master Builder of the Dock-yard of J. Tucker, Esq. ; she only
for orders and proceeds to Sea directly. Went: also hvto the Sound, lhe"

2
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?ha-nix, of 44 guns, Capt. Baker ;
she sails the first spirt of Wind. Letters from

the Conqueror, of 74 guns, Captain J. Pellew, dated off Barcelona, the 29th of
December, s'.ate their being well on that Station, and that they had detained many
Spanish Vessels, several richly laden. Letters received here from the Bacchante,
of 24 guns, Capt. Dashwood, dated the 3lst December last, at Sea, oil' Jamaica,
state they are well and healthy, and the British Tars in that part of the world iu

high spirits at the then approaching Spanish War, and are overjoyed at the idea
of making captures of Spanish Vessels laden with dollars. Remain in the Sound
tlie Phoenix and Circe Frigates, with several Gun-brigs and Cutters. In Cawsand
Bay, the Tonnant, St. George, Hero, and Illustrious, Men of War. In the evening
a Cartel arrived from St. Alaloes, with dispatches, which were ordered to be
landed at Portsmouth

;
but the Shi]) could not make that Port, and was obliged

to bear for -Plymouth. The dispatches were immediately forwarded to London,
and the Cartel sailed for St. Maloes on Saturday the 16th, escorted by one of the
Lieutenants of el Salvador del Miuido, without Penlee Point, with her Cartel flag

flying.

17. The Palla, of 32 guns, Captain Lord Cochrane, which sailed for the Hon.
Admiral Cocliraiie with dispatches, about fourteen days since, carried away, in a

gale of Vim!, her fore and main top-masts; but she joined the Fieet in sui'ety,

having ringed up two jury fore-top-masts. This accident happened from 'her

i'.-irg newly and slackly rigged, and often takes place in Ships the first time of

going to Sea after heing launched. Yesterday the Foudroyant, of 84 guns, was

completely stripped, and went into Dock to be thoroughly examined, the gallant
Admiral's Flat,' still flying at the mizen

;
and from the report of the Shipwrights, it is

supposed her damages are not so great as WHS at first imagined. Several gangs are

put upon her
;
and it is said she will, by the activity which at present prevails in

the Dock-yard, be out of Dock in a day or two. The Ships and Vessels which
dashed amongst the Flotilla -of Gun-brigs, &c. a few days since on the Coast of

France, were the Melampus, of36 guns, Frisk Cutter, and a Lugger; the enemy
were six Gun-brigs, six Luggers, and several small Craft. The Melampus suc-

ceeded, with the -Frisk and the Lugger, to take and destroy six Sail, viz. two large

Gun-briiis, two Gun-luggers, and two of the Gun-boats, with little loss on our side.

Came in a neutral Ship, with Parpenburgh colours, supposed to have Spanish pro-

perty, detained by the Naiad; and a Russian Brig, detained and sent in by the

Colpoyt. Yesterday the Hibernia, of 120 guns, took in her new guns from the

Ordnance Wharf; and when she is down in the water, she will be a noble Man of

War. Came in the Pluto Fire-ship from off Brest, to refit. Went into the Sound
the Charlotte, armed Ship, of 10 guns, to wait for orders. The Eolus, of 32 guns,
now in the Sound, is also ready for Sea, and waits for orders. This forenoon came
in from the Fleet, the Britannia, of 110 guns, Rear-Admiral Earl Northesk ;

Temcraire, of 98 guns, and Mars, of 74 guns, to refit. They left the Channel

Fleet all well the 15th instant at noon, on their cdd Station, and the enemy's Fleet

jji Brest Roads, as usual.

19. Sailed on a Cruise, with sealed orders, the Circe, of38 guns, Captain Rose ;

yesterday she was paid wages and bounty-money, previous to her sailing. The

Teineraire, of 98 guns, Captain Harvey, made a signal for going up the Harbour

this afternoon : but as the Wind is scant, it is suppo.sed she will wait the morning's

tide. The Foudroyant, of 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Sir T. Graves, K.B., which went

into Dock on Friday night, was repaired in her bottom,newly caulked and coppered,

and hauled out again yesterday morning. So anxious was the gallant Admiral to

get her ready for Sea, that the Shipwrights and Caulkers -worked esrra double

:tidesin gangs of so many in each, being relieved alternately night and day till she

was repaired and out of'Dock. As soon as she was hauled out of Dock, and along-

side the Jetty Head, the Thunderer, of 74 guns, was immediately taken in, to have

her bottom examined. The greatest activity prevails in the Dock-yard, from the

first Offici-r to the lowest oakum-boy, to get the Ships now in Port ready for Sea.

-Sailed to join the Channel Fleet, the Tonnant, of 84 guns, Captain Tytler. A Man

fell iVora'the Indefatigable, of44 guns, when in the Sound, and fractured his

e violently a? to diejust as he was Brought to the Royal
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PORTSMOUTH.

The Rpnnish Ship Cors, of 4OO ton?, from the Havana, laden with cotton and

sugar, Prize to the Tribune Fn r ate, is arrived at the Motherbank.

Ft'b. i. The Warr:n Hastings nm foul of the Weymouth, yesterday afternoon,

just !>s she- was tripping her anchor, which prevented the Convoy from sailing ;

but this morning they got under weigh.

2. In consequence of the intelligence of the sailing of (he Roehefort Squa-
dron, Admiral Montague dispatched one of his Tenders, to order the Wey-
moutl: and East India Convoy, which sailed yesterday, to return > Spithead.

Sailed from St. Helen's the Speedy Sloop of War, Captain Giffbrd, for tho

Dungeness Station. The Monarch remains at St. Helen's, Wind bound.

5. Ten Troops of Horse, and 1000 Men, are ordered to be embarked on hoard
of Transports lying at Spithead, vv'ncli are to sail with the Magicienne Frigate,

Captain M'Ken/ie, for the West Indi". Between thirty and forty more Ships are

to arrive from the Downs before the Convoy sails.

6. Sailed the Decade Frigate, from St. Helen's, on a Cruise ; Rattler Sloop, on
a Cruise oft' Dieppe ; Sylph Sloop, for Guernsey ; Furious Gun-vessel, on a
Cruise ;

and the Sir Andrew Mitchell armed Ship, to land some Troops, winch she

brought from Cork, at Cowes. The Ant Schooner, which was dispatched by
Admiral Montague to order the East India Fleet back to Spithead, is returned,
not having fallen in with them.

13. Sailed the Magicienne, of 44 guns, Captain Mackenzie, with a Convoy
for the West Indies.

18. The Blenheim, Captain Bland, has attempted these four days to go out
of the Harbour. Sir T. Trowbridge is to hoist his flag on board of her for the,

East Indies.

20. Arrived the Greyhound Frigate from a Cruise. This day the Camilla Fri-

gate
was released from quarantine. Remain at Spithead :

-

'. Commanders.

Captain Losack.

Bland
< Admiral Montague.
( Captain Wainwnght.

Griffiths,

Ponder.
Irwin.

Ommanne}'.
. Woodrifte.

Gore.

Loring.
Mackenzie,

.. Coote.

Rear-Admiral Sir I. Coffin,
Lieutenant Conelly.
Captain Oliver.

Taylor.
- Boys.

- Bennet.
Waller.

Fraser.

Ships. (.
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promotions arrtJ appointmnua.

(Felriiari; Harch.)

Sir Thomas Trowbridge is to have the command in the Indian Seas to the east-

ward of Point du Galle, in the Island of Ceylon ; and Sir Edward Pellew to the
westward of the same place.

Captain His.se!!, who distinguished himself so gallantly in the West Indies, is

chosen by R'/ar-Admiral Sir Thomas Trowbridge to be his Captain on board his

Flag Ship the Bicnncim.

Marshal Murat, lately created a Prince of the French Empire, is now ap-
pointed Grand Admiral. He took the oaths upon this promotion, afier one of the

usual monthly levees at the THuilleries
;
and the next day the Senate congra-

tulated him in an .-.ddress, in which they mention a series of exploits, including
" an honourable wound at the Victory of Aboukir !" and promise, that the French

Navy will fin;! it a glory to have him for its Chief.

Captain Forster is appointed to the command of the Calypso Sloop of War.
Sir Lawrence Parsons is to be appointed one of the Lords of the Admiralty.
Admir.il Lord Gardner is appointed Commander in Chief of the Channel Fleet,

in the room of the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis.

Captain Clement is appointed to command the Sea Fencibles at Berwick
;
and

Captain Lock, in the Isle of Wight.

Captain Pearson is appointed to command the Fury Bomb
; Hon. Captain

Elliott, to the Combatant Frigate ; Lieutenant Houston to be a Commander, and

command the Investigator : and Captain Oldham, of the Nautilus Sloop, to be a

Post Captain, and command the Arsro.

Sir Isaac Coffin has shifted his Flag to the Royal William, as Commander in

Chief, during the absence of Admiral Montagu. The Rev. H. Donne is ap-

pointed Sir Isaac's Chaplain.

Captain Walker is appointed to the Thalia Frigate ;
and E. Bromley, Esq. to

be his Surgeon.
Sir Sidney Smith is appointed to a Command in India

; Captain Byng, to the

Belliqueux ; Captain H. Hall, to the Malabar ; Captain Brace, to the Iris; Capt.

J. Baker, to the Castor ; Captain Sykes, to the Nautilus ; Captain Gascoyne, to

the Hecla ; Captain E. Hawker, of the Thesens, to the Tartar ;
Mr. G. White-

bread, to be Purser of the Rattlesnake, in the East Indies.

Major Home is appointed to the Portsmouth Division of Royal Marines, by the

death of Major Cresswell.

Captain Ilalstead is appointed (o the Namnr ; Captain Laroche, pro tempore,

to the Ajax, vice Lord Garlics; Captain Snell, to the Avon Sloop ;
the Hon. Cap-

tain Bennet, of the Wolf, to be a Post Captain.

Lieutenant Phillips, who commanded the Centurion during the absence of

Captain Lind, and so gallantly defended that Ship against the Marengo, is pro-

moted to the rank of Commander.

BIRTH.

March 19. At Cambridge, the Lady of Colonel Desborough, of the Royal

Marines, of a Daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Captain Stuvang, of the Aurora, and Captain D. Lackey, of the Lord Nelson,

armed Ships, to the Daughters of Mr. Ollesson, of Deal.

March 11. The Hon. C. Paget, fourth Son to the Ear of Uxbrid-e, and

Captain of his Majesty'* Ship Endymion, to Miss E. A. Monk, second Daughter

to H. Monk, Esq. , . _. , . r T T>

Captain Humphreys, of the Royal Navy, to Miss T. Morm, Daughter of J. T.

^ap^nVel^ofThe Royl'l Navy, to Miss Thompson, eldest Daughter to J.

Thompson, Eso^. of Soutbwold, Suffolk.
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J. Cooper, Esq. of Lavender-hill, Surrey, to Miss A. Thomson, Ranugcitf, \iece

to Admiral Fox, of the same placr.
At St. James's Church, Mr. G. Lackinglon, of Finsbury Square, to Miss Bui-

Jock, Daughter of Captain Bullock, of the Royal Navy.

OBITUARY.

ZVf. Chappe, thr Inventor of the Telegraph, died at Paris on the 3d January.

Lately, at his house on Ditton Common, Captain Thomas Geary, of the RoyaJ
Pfavy.

Captain Wilkinson, in the Greyhound Cutter (liaving diligently looked out for

the bodies of the persons lost in the A!>ergavenny), took up, on the 14th of

February, the corpse of Mr. Banvcll, and tlrree otkers unknown, who had hij

gold hunting watch, which stopped at ten minutes before ten. In his pocket was
found twenty-three dollars, and his pocket-book, containing his Commission,
dated 20th December, 1804, as a Cadet in the Company's Service, &c. and a rint;

>n his finger, having a braid of hair set under a glass or crystal all which Capt.
\V. has carefully preserved for the relations of the deceased, who now lies at

au Undertaker's. Many todies will, it is supposed, he now taken up daily.
Fr ft. '22. Last week, .the bodies of two of the Crew of the Brig Blandford,

wrecked lately on the Sussex Coast off Bishopstone, floated on Shore witii the tide,

near Newhaven Harbour. One of them, it is supposed, from the invoice being
found i-u his pocket, was the Master. Their remains were interred in Newhaven

Church-yard. During the course of the week a considerable quantity of the

Cargo, consisting chiefly of bale goods, was recovered from the Sea, by means of

drags, used in Boats, at the time of low water. Among other things that drifted

on Shore, was a case, containing a marble tablet with the monumental inscription
of a Nobleman engraven thereon.

23. The malignity of the yellow fever in the West Indies is represented by a
Gentleman who arrived in the Sagesse to liave so much increased, as to baffle every
established method of treatment. Since the Diana Frigate, Captain Maling, left

England, which is wily p. few months, -every Officer of her Gun-room, except Mr.
Christie, the Purser, has died : and amongst the number we are sorry to state

Lieut. James Douglas, her First Lieutenant, a yoimg Officer (<J5 years of age)
whose merit was acknowledged, and whose death is lamented by his relations

and a respectable circle of friends. The names of the Officers who have died, are

Lieutenant Furmidge, 2d Lieutenant
;
Mr. Kilbeck, Master

;
Mr. Harris,

Surgeon ; Mr. Cameron, Acting-Lieutenant ; and several Midshipmen. Lieu-

It'iunt Elliott, of the Marines, was killed in cutting out an American Ship.
At Plymouth, Captain F. Wooldridge, of the Navy, aged 64.

March 4. Montagu Horham, Son of General Hothani, and Nephew to Admiral
Lord Hotham. He was married about five weeks ago to Miss Bird, of Litchficld,
and had just purchased an elegant house, splendid equipage, &c.

9. Major Crcsswell, of the Portsmouth Division of Royal Marines. He was
a.u Officer of considerable merit, and received a wound in the action of Lord Nel-
son at the Nile.

11. At Ryde, Isle of Wight, the infant Son of Captain Cumberlege., of the

Surry East Jndiaman.
13. At Bath, after a long and painful illness, which she bore with exemplary

p*tienceand resignation, Mr.-. Bertie, Wife of Rear-Admiral Bertie, and Daughter
of the late J. M. Heywood, Esq.

Lately, in London, S. Williams, Esq. Son of the late Captain Williams, of Tlcr-

rinstone, Dorset. He was formerly Captain of an East Indiaiiian, but for some
Years past has held the honourable situation of being a Brother of the Trinity
House, and an East India Director.

22. At Portsea, Mrs. Young, Wife of Colonel Young, of the Portsmouth
Division of Royal Marines, and Sister to the late Major Cresswell.

Lately, in the East Indies, of a decline, Miss J. Hardyman, Sister of Captain
Harrtyman, of the Navy ;

an elegant and accomplished Lady.
Mrs. Clarke, Widow of the late Captain Peter Clarke, of his Majesty's Navvt

Kkl Niece to the celebrated Dr. Franklin.
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s Ratine List

SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAFfUHED, ficc.

FROM NOVEMBER 2, TO DECEMBER 4, 1804.

"THE Beckford, Dixon, bound to London with 311 hogf-
* heads of fug>r, and 86 pipes rfwine; the William

Utt, Abercrom..!-,, Dou:id to London : the AJrora,
Thompfon, from LrjicaOer to St. Thomas's, with -

t argo
toaluej at 40,00; 1.'; the Young Nicholas, from Honduras
to London (ret---e -i) ; t,e Nelfnn, Lennon, bound to

London, and ff vtral imall Craft, were driven on CW-- 2:
Sfc Kitt's . Crews fived.
The WilK for, C'.appifon, from Hull te Peterrburr .

fas totally ioil the gth September about five miles from
Arensburg. Great psnofthe cargo f...ve<i.

The N. s. del Carmen, , from Cadi?, is detained
by the Argus sic* p, and arrived at Plymouth.
The Abeona, , from Filmouth to Quet.-

'

taken by the Urcle Thomas Private?!-, of P. . .

"

carried into Vigo.
The Biig St. Jan, Badfen, from C;di7. to Embden,

wts totally ,,ft off the Texel, iTth October. Crew faved.
The Speedwell, (of Southampton, Foot, from Cork,

with bu-ter, was i :3t!i Oit iy:r, near Plymouth. The
Crew and part of the Cargo faved.

totally loft at Owthoinc the igth October. The Captain
and Crew, except two Men, are floated on (here on part
f the wreck. Some par: of her caigo is expected to he
>ved.

The Spanifli Ships N. S. del Carmen, from Montevei-
lo ; the Pomena, i ; and the Gufolinfa, ,
from the Havannah, are detainwl hy his Majefty's Ships
Narciflus add Maidftone, and arrived at Portfmouth from
the Mediterranean.

The Piercer, M'C.'.in, from Shields to Pcrtfmourh ; and
the Providence, de Giur, from Newcaltle to Guernfey,
were taken loth October orl Beac.iy, and carried into

The Chriftopher, Walkers, from Kewfoundlanrt and
Alicant to Cirthagena, is taken by a French Privateer,
and carried into Cartiageiia.
The Olive, Seager, from Hull, anj the Exchsnge, Bly,

with coals, are on Chore near Yarmouth. The former ij

expected to be got off, and the cargo faved.

The Doncafter, , from the Humber to London,
foundered in Oufeley Bay. Crew faved.

The stronger, Carr, from Petersburg tu Chatham, is on
fiiore and billed near Kochefter.
The Union, \Vhitwell, from Dantvic, is on more on

Falfterfco Reef, and it is fearer will be toft.

The George, Rippon, from Danuic to London, is

on (hore near Yarmouth. The cargo is expected to be
fived.
The Ship James, of Baltimore, of about 300 tons bur-

then, Wel.s, Matter, fuppofed to be from Holland, went
sin (hoie 01 the aoth September laft, in the Bay of Glei.el,-,
011 the Weft Coalt of Scotland, and was fold.

The Hannah, Gavin, from Petcrjnurgh. is put into

Copenhagen to diiiharje and repair, l-avmg thn e feet

water in her hold, in eonfequence of her heii.g on fiiore.

The Albion, Caithntfs, from Petersburg f-r Dundee,
is totally loft on siska Rocks.
The Adder Sloop of War is on more near Dungenntfs.
The John, Sertgwick, from Dant-ig to Londun, is

wricked near Bridlingtun. Twopeopk ilrewied..

The Juthna M=r.a, Woller, from Liverpool to Ton-

ningcn, is 0:1 fl.crt at Wicklow, with fix teet water in

ner hold. Cargo landing.
The Grezzie, M'Kinlcy, from Liverpool to Tralee, is

loft on Tuskar.
The Char.otte and Am, M'ICirdy, from Liverp'J*! to

Ca'w.iy, is lort in Tramnre Bay.
The Ann, Oitler, from Dant?ic to London, is en (hore

near Yarmouth, and it isfcar :d wiii be loft.

The Ui:ion, Hur.y, from Putershurg to London, is on
(hore near Gri:u,!y.
The Du'cLef, of Bedford, Armed Defence Ship, was

driven on (hore r.ear Sud<vwn Caftle sth Novcmh r.

The Anra Charlolt , T.rick, f.'om BriP.ol to Xmbden,
is on (bore ntar i

;
i ,:.'.- Carte liiidine.

The Charlotti, Vattifon, from Tonnutgen to Seville,
on (hore near BroiiJtfairs. Cargo landed.
The Jir^fcy, of Rothefay, bou.id to Ballylhanr-on ; an

a Sloop belonging ;o Wexfnrd, from Milford, with Culm,
are ftr nded near Duiiiin.

The Aftive, Nicholas, from Swanfea, was wrecked
27th Oftoberneir Ealcoutsh, and alltl.-e trew loft.

The Ectry, DawCir, from Liverpool to Dublin, is put
into Belfaft.

The blnop Aufpicio'is, bound to Dundalk, ij on the
Fecks at CranficU Point, near DMin.
The Ann an! N arj , from GlaiV.jw 10 Quebec, is taken-

by rhr Brave Vri.a:.:r, aad carrica ints FafTage about t. e

T;ie Nyfis,
r
andland, of London ; the Brigs F.lhubetlr

and Concord, of Dublin, with 18 other VefTels, wtre drove
on Shore at Tominica, in the hunicaie of tlie 4th Stp-
teii-.b-i-r, ij of which wenttu -ieces.

The Eurydice, Cebioelfon, from Valsn'ja to Einbdea,
is on rt>(.rt crt nungennefs.
The Tro^bridge, Sti.ith, from Konigsburg to Londos,

The TVO, Staffer.!, from Shields to Lynr, was wrecke*
2fih OKchtr on Ty.iemoufi Bai-.

The Mary, of SunderUnd, C.over, Mailer, is on ftore.
at Orfordnei's. Crew faved.

A Spaniih Frigate, from Cadiz to the River Platt,
is detained by the Medula Frigate, and arrived t iortf-

msuth.
The qiicei of Naples, Tennien, from Petersburg to

London, was on more i.e.;r EUinore, soth Oitober, hot
expected to be got off.

Tlie Mincrv?., Reiily, from Jamaica t London, re-

taVen, is arrived back at jamaic'.
The Betfey, BaiiifieM, from Poole to Hull, wa run

down 3^ November, ofl' the Soutii Foreland, by tii Bol*
G'!.: Brig. Crew lived.

The Haxton, , from Memel to Hull, is on
(hore on the Herd Sand.

The Elizabeth and Marram, , frm Swanfe*
to Waterford, is loft near Partcarven.
The Ranger, Tizard, from Weymouthto London, is on

more rear Portland,, ami it is fei ed will be toft.

The Jcfcpn irA Mary Ann, Cornifii, from Poole to Li-
verpool, is kft near Wtxfi.rd.

The T> " Sifters, Onfrie t:iin, from GottenburE to Lcr>*

dor, is en fh.*e on- the S ortolk Coafr.

The Jo:m and Thomas, Evans, from Carmarthen o
London, has been taken by a French Privateer, re-taicen

by the Fal.on Sloop, and mived at Por-frnouth.
The Cotu:tefs of Cork, , from Cork to Barbi-

doe^, is taken, and carried into Guadaloupc.
The James, Hanfcomb, from Bof:o:i to Kotrerdam, was.

totally loft sth November, on Wrft Burrows Sand.
The Cecilia Margaretta, Wohler, trom Liebau to Lis-

bon, fbinxlered 5th November on the Holjiernefs Coaii.
1 he Tyne, v\ right, from Southampton, is on flure near

Ne-vcsftk.
The Martin, Bsiiey, from Selby to London, is ]o3.

Crew faved.

The Induftry, Cameron, of Perth, from Neu-caftle;
ami the Endeivour, Phillips, of D.. fart, from Si:r.derlacd

both from Scotland, with Coals, v.ere taken off Tync-
mouth Caftle 7th Nov.in the evening, by a LugesrPrivatter.
The Brig Enterprise, of New York, is totally tat ntar

Surinam.
The Crawf j-d, Jamefoi, from Clyde to Jamaica; awt

the Reco/ery, Hardcnlile, from Cork to Bartadoesr are

mkfn and carried into oi.atialoupe.

The Mary, Coleman, fn.m Li.erpcol to London, is 1 ft

near S=.taft. Several VeJi'cl* are Laid to be on flmre ia

Dundrum Bay.
The Schooner Canarfn, from Barcelona to , i:

loft at Sea. Three mjn lived by the Polly Tranlport, au4

ari-iveJ at Plynionth.
j'l-e Mercury, Va.ejitJne^from Minmichi to

Ui.u, i totajiy loii on the Ifla:.d wl
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The Anna Charlotta, Erick, from Briftol to tfmbtoi,

that wa on (hure near Lyministoii, is got off and pro-

u-filcd t.iC'wes.
The (traces, , from Briftol to Dublin, is on

fliote un the North Bull.

Journal du Commerce, 24th Oftoher I. a Kicro-

cheufe Privateer .apt..Kd on Hie 14th, and carried into

Trepon, the Brig Elizabeth and Ann, laden with MM
and flates.

TheContre Amiral Magon Privateer, of I* guns and

Cruifer Brie, and brought into Yai mouth. The Friva

leer ha., taken the Belifariu^ of Ncwcaftle, from the Bal-

tic ; tlie Scipio, and the Content's Increale, both with

coals, the latter fince rct.iken.

The Imitavour, Phillips, from Dyfa't to Weymouth,
has been r ta

1

en, >nd U on rtlure near Yarmouth.
The Schooner Flora de Mon-kgo, , from Pe-

tersburg to Kitueirj, is carried into Lynn by tue Pilots

of that [
lace.

The Harriet, Smith, from Demerara to New York,

hiving loft her malts, was defertea by the Crew in lat.

2j. 30. lone. 66.

The Brig John and Mary, of Aberdeen, Wale', Maf-

ter, laden i.ith deals and timber, is to'aily loft neai New-
ark, in the liland of Sanday (Orkneys). Cargo will be

laved.

The rl, fit Morla
was burnt to the water's edge ort Ciwnar, 6th Novem-
ber. Crew t'aved.

The Elizabeth, late Grant, from Dublin to Dominica,
was driven on more on the 4th September, and toti.lly left,

with part of her cargo.
The Salamander, from Africa, has been taken, retaken,

and arrived at Barbados.
The Jefferfo , Croner, fron. BourJeaux to New York,

is carried into H. Max, and condemned.
The George, FinUy, from Africa to a Market, is on

more at St. Thomas, but expefted to be got off.

The Brig Neptune, with coals, John Wilfon, Maftcr,
bound to Cork, was wrecked in Courtmalherry Bay, Ire-

land, 4th November. Crew f.wetl.

The Nyi'us, Samllaml, from London, is wrecked at

Dominica. Great part of the cargo on board.

The Friends, Donald, from Londo , is loft at Nevis.

The Swift, Carey, from Guernfey to TriniiUc*, is

taken in the Weft Indies.

The Catherina, Wickberg, from Stralfund to Peters-

burg, is totally loft off Hclingford.
Tiie William and Mary, Robinfon, of South Shields,

engaged a long Lugger Privateer the 8th November, for

Coon afterwards funk.
The Hannah, Captain Taylor, from Montreal to Lon-

don, was captured by a Privateer of 14 gun*, on the 7th
October, ..bovt thirty leagues to the weftward of Scilly,
juid carried into Breft.

The Thetis, Rutherford, from Newry, is on (liore at

Drontheim, anil it h feared will be loft.

The William, Hunt, from Honduras to London, is cap-
tured. Part of the Crew arrived at Havannah.
The Accompliflied Quaker, from Archangel to London,

u loft near Drontheim. Crew fayed
Ti.e Lydia, Cumberland, of Baltimore, bound to Cape

The Protector, , from New York and Bofton to

Lima, is loft at Cape Co ...

The Ant, Rowles, from Briftol to Barbadoes, is re-

ported to be taken by a Privateer of 6 guns in fight of
Barbadoes.
The Brig Prmcefs Royal, from Barbadoes to Surinam,

has been taken, retaken, and arrived at Barhadoes.
The Friendl.ip, Grrrard, bound to Embden, and the

Vrow Margaretta, Buk-, bound to Amfterdam, which
were detained and lent into Yarmouth, have been liber-

ated, and failed for their dettinations iSth November.
The Three Shier. Tra:.fport, from Gibraltar, was

totally wrecked 19111 November, near Chicheftrr. Crew
faved.

The Albion, King, from Newcaftle to London, is on
Oioreon the Home Sand, near Yarmouth, and is likely to
be loft. Crew faved.

Tht Honduras Packet, ; the Mary, of 118 ton's ;
both from Pcrtftnoutb to Sunderland ; and ti.e Fox, of 50
tuns, belonging to Sandgate, are ttated in French Papers
to be taken.

The Duke of Clarence, from Petersburg to Guernfey ;

the Phcrnix, Bartles, from Dantvig to Barcelona; the
Kormalura da Silva, from Petersburg to Oporto ; the Wil
humma, from Dantzig to Bilboa } the Atlas, ,
from Hambrn to Cadi-/, are dated in French Papers to be
loft near Calais.

The Venerable Man of War, of 74 guns, was loft

on i aington Head, Torbay, 24th inttant. Three mem
loft.

The Difpatch, Harriinp, from New Orleans to Belfaft,
was uken near Cuha 6tii July, by a Schooner Privateer.

The Alliance French privatter of 6 guns and 86
Men, is taken by the Racoon Sloop, and arrived at Ja-

The Hannah Maria of Bridcwater, laden with timber,

into Cork in <!iireft, after being out 60 clays.

The Nelly. Cummings, from Teignmnuth to Liverpool,
is on mere at Torbay.
The Mary and Jare, Crabtree, from Waterford to Hull,

is taken and carried into Calais. French Papers.
Ihr Maria, of Greened, Bird, from New York to

Jamaic :, vm taken on the joth Auguft, by a French Ship
T 24 guns and iso Men. The Captain, Mate, and I

Seaman, landed from an American at Tob-igo.
The Ontario, Weeks, for America, is returned to

Liverpool with lofs of foreman.
The Jenny, Mufgrove, frtira London to Weymouth, is

driven on ihore near Deal Cattle, and it is feared wiii ba
loft. The Cargo is < xpefted to be faied.
The Romney Man of War, of 50 guns, was loft a few-

days ago near the Texel. Crew laved.
A Urge iirig went on fliore near the Spurn Light!, anil

is gor.e to
pieces. It is feared all the Crew are lot)

',

two handfpik.es arc come athore, marked the Nile, of
Aberdeen.
The Bruton, MaflTham, from Archangel to Hull, foun-

dered on the 8th Oftober, on ti.e Coail cf Lapland. The
Mate and two Seamen arrived at Archangel in their Boat
26th October.
The Antwerp, Dickafon, from Falmouth to St. Mi-

chael's, is put into Helfori! with lofs of foreman.
The Coutre Amiral Magon, prize to the Cruifer Brig,

is on more at Yai mouth.
The Fanny, Shimcls, from London to Konigsburg, is on

fhore near Pillan, and it is feaied will be loft.

The Lady Hobart, Loughton, from Africa, is loft on
Heneaga ; moft of the peop e ire cxpefted to be faved.
The Expedition, Nell, of Hull, was taken the 6th

November, by a French Privateer on the Yorkfliire
Coaft.

The Start, Pittegrew, from Cardiff to London, was
taken loth inft. off Beachy, by le Profper French Priva-
teer, and carried into Calais.

The Amphion, from New York to Amfterdam,
ftrurk upon the Hacks (Coaft of Holhnd), and is gone to
pieces.
The Venus, Cunningham, from Baltimore to Amfter-

dam, (truck upon the Macks, and got offas;ain.
The Ancient Briton, Davis, from Brifiol to Milfcrd,

ftruck 011 an author at Milford 26th inft. and funk.
The Unanimity, Brinn, trom Wyburg to Lynn, was

taken 26111 November by the Hirondelle French Priva-

teer, of 16 guns, fince retaken by Cei.for Gun Brig, and
arrived in the Humber. The Privateer had taken four
other VUfels which were in fisht.
The Agenoria, Wilkinfon, from Lynn to Plymouth, is

en ihnre rear Grimsby.
Uublin, 2 7 th Nov. 1804." The Triumph, Williams

of Water ford ; the Eliza, Roach, of do. from Dublin;
.d a Sloop belonging to \Vhitehaven, in ballaft, were
iven on more in the North Bay. Crews faved."
The Diamond, Innes, of Aberdeen, was taken off

Tynem utli, about 2oth November, by the Amiral
Bi uix Privateer, and carried into the Vlie with four other
Velfels.

The Mary, Blade, from Naffau to Liverpool, failed 3ift
Auguft lift, inj has not Cnce been heard of.

The Fame, of Hull, Mennett, from Petersburg, was
taken near the Humber 27th November, by a Lugger Pri-

ateer, of 16 guns, fince retaken.
The Grililwrp, Young, ftom Dantzig to Newcaflle, i.

taken by the Amiral Bruix French Privateer.
The Squirrel, Nktiollbn, from Stettin to London, is or

more on Drago.

[To be continued.']
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E will state to M. de Cevallos, that after such declarations had been made, it would
be difficult to suppose that any explanation could be given of the present Naval

preparations, which would render such a proceeding consistent with the neutrality which
is professed; but it is manifestly impossible to consider it, unaccompanied as it has been

by any previous explanation whatever, in any other light than as a menace directly hos-

tile, and imposing upon his Majesty the duty of taking, without delay, every measure of

precaution ;
and particularly of giving orders to his Admiral oiF the Port of Ferrol, to pre-

vent any of the Spanish Ships of War from sailing from that Port, or any additional Ships
of War from entering it.

'

The whole conduct of his Majesty towards Spain has abundantly proved his earnest
desire to carry that forbearance to the utmost limit a due regard to the safety and interests

of his people would admit : but he cannot depart from the declarations he. has already
made ;

nor allow Spain to enjoy all the advantages of neutrality, and, at the same time, to

carry on against him a double War, by assisting his enemies with pecuniary succours, to

which no limit is assigned ;
and by obliging him at the same time to divert a part of his

Naval Force from acting against those enemies, in order to watch the Armaments carried

on in Ports professing to be neutral.

You are, therefore, directed to require from the Spanish Government the immediate
recall of all orders for the Naval Armament at Ferrol, Cadiz, and Carthagena, as well as

for sending reinforcements from some of those Ports to others ; and you will apprise M. de
Cevallos, that, unless you receive a satisfactory answer without delay, you are ordered to

quit Madrid. If positive and unequivocal assurances are given, not only that the present
Naval Equipments shall be discontinued, but that the Naval Armaments in the Ports of

Spain shall be placed upon the same footing on which they were previously to the

commencement of hostilities between Great Britain and France, ^ou will engage to

transmit such assurances to his Majesty ;
and you will t:ii:e upon yourself to answer for its

being the intention of his Majesty, in case there appears sufficient reason to believe that

they will be strictly fulfilled, to send a Minister to Madrid, for the purpose of entering into

an amicable discussion of all other points of difference.

It must, however, he distinctly understood, that no such discussion can be entered into

unless the Court of Spain is prepared to give such an explanation of its engagements with

France, and of the system which it intends to adopt, as may enable his Majesty to ascer-

tain the nature of the relations which are to- subsist between himself and his Catholic

Majesty.
If the answer given by M. de Cevallos should be negative or equivocal, you will demand

your passports, and leave Madrid.

I am, <Scc.

HARROWBY.

Mr. FREUE to CEVALLOS, 2?t/t Sept. 1804.

SIR,

An indisposition, which still confines me to my bed, has prevented me from addressing

your Excellency sooner, on the subject of the Naval Armament which is carrying on at

Ferrol. The total cessation of all preparations in the Ports having been the principal
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condition required by England, and agreed to by Spain, as the price of the continuance of

that system of forbearance which [',1: ;l.-'.ii(i has hitherto observed, the violation of this con-

dition', against which 1 now proie-t, ran be considered in no other light than as a hostile

aggression on the part of .Spain, and a defiance given to England.
J. H. FRERE.

Note from Don PEDRO CEVALLOS to J. II. FKF.RE, Esq. dated Eicurial, 3d Oct. 180-1.

sin,

I have made a report to the King my master of the contents of your Note of the 27th

Tilt, in which you speak of a Naval Armament which you suppose to be fitting out in

Ferrol. His Majesty being informed of your representations, orders me to answer, that he

lias never thought of being wanting to the agreements entered into with the British

Government that the cessation of all \a\al Armament against Great Britain shall be

observed as it lias been hitherto ; and thai whatever information to the contrary may have

reached you, is wholly unfounded, and offensive to the reputation which the Spanish
Government justly enjoys.

I take, this opportunity of rent wing to you the assurances of my wishes to oblige yoa,
and I pray God to preserve your life many years.

P. CEVALLOS.

Copy of a Dispatch from Lord HARROWBY to J. II. FHERE, Esq. dated Downing Street,

Oi-U'ber 22, 1804.

SIR,

The Lively, Captain Hammond, arrived at Portsmouth on Wednesday morning, with

the i'ama, a Spanish Frigate, laden with dollars from Rio de la Plata, and brought infor-

mation of t lie .act ion which took place on the 5th hist, between four of his Majesty V Fri-

gates and the same number of Spanish Frigates, in which three of the latter were cap-
tured, and one unfortunately blew up. Although, from the situation of the Ships when
this action happened, it is probable that the event is known at the Court of Madrid, I have

thought it necessarv to give you this information without loss of time, in order that von

may be able to explain to the Spanish Government the principles upon which the orders

given to his Majesty's Naval Commanders are rested, and the effect which this event is

here considered to have upon the relative situation of the two countries. As the subject
was fully discussed in a conference which took place yesterday between the Spanish
Minister and myself, I cannot point out to you more distinctly the language which his

Majesty thinks proper to be held upon this occasion, than by staring to, you the substance
of this conversation. In answer to the first question of the Spani.ih Minister, in what light
this event was to be considered? I informed him, that it was an act done in consequence
of express orders from his Majesty, to detain all Ships laden with treasure for Spain.
That such orders had been issued us soon as intelligence was received of the equipment
of Naval Armaments in the Ports of Spain, and particularly at Ferrol, without any previous,

explanation. That the Court of Madrid could have no IV.IMIH to he surprised that such a

step was taken, as it had been repeatedly slated to the Spanish Government, and parti-

cularly in a note delivered by Mr. Frere on the Ifitli February last, that as long as they
continued in a situation of merely nominal neutrality, any Naval Armament in their Ports
must :,e. considered as pulling an immediate, end to the forbearance of Kngland, and as

necessarily producing consequences that were distinctly pointed out. I added, that upon
the first intelligence of the Armament, Admiral Cochrane had been directed lo communicate,
to the Governor of Ferrol the orders he had received to oppose th sailing of any Spanish
Ships of War to or from Ferrol; and Mr. 13. Frere has at.-o been directed to inform the
Court of Madrid, of the orders given by his Majesty, that all hecessarj measures of pre-
caution should be taken, and particularly those 'notified by Admiral Coehri.uc. Tin?

Spanish .Minister then observed, that his Court was not apprised of ihe orders given to
fU-tain the Ships laden with 'treasure, which being, Ships of Uar, their resistance to any
attempt to detain them must have lieen foreseen. I observed in reply, that this v.

first and most obvious measure of those measures of precaution which liad been announced.
That it had been though! right to announce precisely the intention of engaging the Ships
"! \\iir which might attempt to sail to or from Ferrol, because it would depend upon th*

Spanish Government, utter receiving such an inliniaiion, lo ;;ive such orders as to their

Bailing as n might think proper, ami to prevent 4 hostile meeting between tiie twa
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Squadrons ; but that to have announced more particularly the intention of detaining the
Treasure Ships, must either have been perfectly useless, if the Spanish Government hud no
means of giving them notice of such intention, or must have afforded the opportunity of

rendering it completely abortive. That Spain having violated one of the conditions upon
which the forbearance of his Majesty depended, it became immediately necessary tor him
To prevent the continuance, of those Succours, which were famished by Spain to France.
That these Succours were of two kinds; Naval Armaments and Treasure. That his

Majesty had hitherto submitted, with unexampled moderation, to connive at the payment
of a subsidy by Spain to France, upon the grounds which have been often staled; but

that, from the moment Spain had 7iutnitestcd the intention, instead of confining herself to

pecuniary assistance, to add her Naval Forces to those of France
;
and had manifested it

in the least equivocal manner, by equipphi'.: a considerable Squadron in the Port of

Ferrol, where it would be ready to join a Squadron of French Ships an. I to outnumber
the British Force employed in blockading them

;
from that moment his Majesty could no

longer delay carrying into execution every measure of necessary precaution ;
and lie had

as just aright to detain Treasure destined to increase the means of his enemies, as to attack

the Ships of Spain sailing in conjunction with those of France. I expressed in strong
terms his Majesty's concern at the loss of so many valuable lives in the conflict, and par-

ticularly at the unfortunate accident which destroyed one of the Spanish Frigates (the

Mercedes), with nearly the whole of her drew. 1 did not controvert his observation,
that it was impossible for those Frigates nut to resist, when they were met by so equal a
Force

;
and I thought it ri;ht to avow, without hesitation, that although it w-as hoped the

Treasure might have been brought in single Ships of a force so inferior to his Majesty's

Squadron, as to justify the expectation that they might be detained without violence, yet
that his Majesty's Government were aware that this expectation might be disappointed, and
as thv, act itself was thought necessary, had determined to incur the hazard of what might
follow from resistance. To the question put by the Spanish Minister, in what state the

Spanish Frigates and their Crews were to be considered? I replied, in the. same state as

Ships and Crews detained under similar circumstances upon former occasions. That the

Officers and Men would be treated with every possible attention, and the Treasure would

be transported to a place of security, to awail such orders as the issue of the present dis-

<'Ljssions with the Court of Madrid may appear to his Majesty to require. After tnese

points had been discussed, the Spanish Mnjtsler desired to know whether this event was to

be considered a<s putting an end to all further explanation, and placing the two countries

in a slate of War? To this 1 replied, that it was certainly by no means so considered on

our part; that it was still the earnest wi-li of hi.s Maj'.-ty, that such explanation*,

assurances, and securities might he given by the Court ot Madrid, respecting their Xaval

Armaments, pres-.-nt and future, aiicT respecting all other subjects of discussion between

the two Governments, as mi^ht not only maintain an amicable intercourse between them,

but establish it in future upon a more distinct and permanent footing. An explanation of

the Naval Armaments alone would not, then, (replied M. d'Anduaga,) now satisfy the

Eiiidish Government ? To this I answered, that such an explanation alone would not now

saiislv us, nor \\uuld it h;<ve. been .-,:.' any former period. The Court of Madrid

had repeatedly been informed, that his Majesty could not be satisfied without being made

completely acquainted with the relation in winch Spain stands with France, in order to be

enabled to judge, upon a full view of all the circumstances, in what relation he could con-

sent to consider Spain as striding with respect to Great Britain.

In reply to several observations which fell from Chevalier d'Anduaga, that assurances

had been' given HS to iht amount of the subsidy, uln. h was stated to be only an equi-

valent for .Military Succours
;
as to the contents of the Treaty with France, winch was

alleged to contain nothing injurious to Great Britain ; as to the innocent destination of

aay Armaments which might be made; as tor the decided intention of his Catholic Ma-

jesty to preserve the strictest n.'a'rality ;
and as to the injustice of am suspicions

which

could attach to Spanish honoi:/ and veracity. I assured him, in rei.ir:;, that nctii the

Government and the .\Hlion had the highest value aud respect ibr Spanish honour and

veracity; but that we had loo :;,ii'Ji ground from experience to be s!w in mating the

ability "of Spain to act up to the honourable and independent principles b

conduct would naturally be guided. That I sincerely wi*h-.-d the Annaiuents in ^nestiou

might prove to have ! een rea'ilv, as he bad endeavoured to represent them, only th

sequence ef an order given under the pressure of necessity, for ;he purpo
. oi

Troops to subdue the revolters in Biscay ;
but thai if this were really the intent .on o: the

order, it was inconc, ivai.k-, that no notice should have been given to the British Minister

l Madjid, or tw the Admiral ufl' the Port f Ferrol, who might have conveyed the espia-
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nntion of the Armament at the same moment with the news of its existence.
'

Tliat it was

singular ii' Ships of (lie Line were to be used lor this purpose, that they should not have

liern equipped merely as Transport^ That although the orders were received at Ferrol

oil the ?th of last month, and must consequently luive, hern given lit Madrid some days
earlier, yet up ID this liniment he was possessed of no direct information from his Court,

was authorized to s.'i\c me no explanation! and was red need to state upon this subject, hi*

own conjecture, founded upon imperfeet inl-.-Jhgence, and upon his own earnest wishes to

explain the transaction in a maun r calculated to present a rupture between the two

countries. Having dwelt upon the various grounds which made ihis explanation impro-
bable and unsatisfactory, I concluded the conversation hv expn ir.s, that the

orders would he found to have proceeded from that influence which had unfortunately so

long diverted the Spanish Councils frmu ;.n attention to their real interest and digni! v
; that

the mensnre, if dictated hv th-:t influence, would probably be persisted ii:
;
and that a breach

would then become inevitable; but that the moderation and forbearance of his j\lajesiy'

conduct hiiiicrto, (to which ti> Minister bore the fi nony,) would be a

'iriiy, that no reasonable means of accommodation would '; and
d he equally desirous with himself to be the instrument ' 'tween

our respective countries a greater degree of harmony and coi could exist

between a nominal neutrality op the one side and a jealous forbearance on the other.

I am in daily expectation of hearing from you what passed at Madrid upon the receipt of

the communication made by Admiral Cochrane to the Spanish Governor off Ferrol : until

that information is received, I have nothing to add to my former instructions.

P. -S. Since this was written, an account was received of the arrival of his Majesty's

Ships the Ainphiou and Indefatigable, with the Spanish Frigates the Medea and Clara.

I am, 6cc.

HARROWBY;

Dispatch from B. FRERE, Fsq. to Lord HARROWBY, dated Escurial,

October 17th, 1804.

MY LORD,

Your Lordship's dispatches, Xos. 1 and 2, were delivered to me by the Messenger
Smith, on the night of the 18th, in consequence of which I lost no time in coming down
to the EM urial, where the Court are resident at present; and having demanded an au-

dience of M. Cevallos, which he gave me on the jilsl, I told him that I believed he would
find by his letters from England, that the sensation which the late unexpected Armament
at Ferrol had caused there, had been by no means over-rated in the Note which 1 had
addressed to him upon the subject some weeks ago ;

that I was now charged to declare

to him formally his Majesty's surprise and concern at such a measure having been adopt-
ed, without an}- previous communication to him, and unaccompanied hy any explanations
of its object; and to require the immediate recall of all ordeis which mndit have been

given at Feriol or elsewhere, for increasing their Naval Force, or for altering i!s position ;

and that it should l-e reduced to the state in which it was at the beginning of the War.
M. Cevallos said, that he found that there had been a great deal of misrepresentation and

exaggeration upon the subject of this Armament, which he affected to treat very lightly :

he said, that the expedition consisted of a few Ships, which v.eie already armed at the

time, whose destination 1 must be well acquainted with
;

that the project was now given
up; and he wished to infer that there was therefore no ground of complaint for what had

passed. 1 replied, thai I knew no more of the destination of this expedition, than what 1

have learnt from puhlic report, which was, that it was meant to convey Troops to quell
an insurrection in Biscay; but that it appeared to me so incredible tliat Ships of \Y :: r

should he armed to carry Forces to a Province which had no ports to receive them,
which was already in possession of their Troops, and which was so situated, that the
march by land might he performed in a much shorter lime than was necessary for pre-
paring for making the Voyage ; that I had not ventured to write ihis report home to mj
Government. M. Cevallos however assured me, that this was the design ; and, extrava-

gant as it was, the inarch hy land into Biscay of the Troops before destined ior the em-
barkation seems to coniirm t ce. 'l observed, that whatever might have been
the object of this Armament, ii was equally a breach of the Convention which Spain had
entered into with England ;

and as M. Cevallos maintained that the ciuairr-ment had been
o:i!y contracted for not arming against Great Britain, I referred hi;.; to my brother's note

liJih Fchniary, in which the cessation of all Armaments is demanded in the clearest
HTins, 1 told him at the same time, that if he was now inclined to dispute this point, I
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roust revert to the instructions upon which the demand was framed, and which were to
the lull as positive as those which I had now received. He protested against the extra-

vagance i ; such a pretension, which lie said would reduce them to the lowest state f
humiliation it' Spain could not arm to repel the insults ol' a foreign eue;ny^or to quell her
own rebellious subjects. I repeated the assurances of his Majesty's disposition,to aake

every possible concession in favour of Spain; hut that this was an engagement which the

>i-curity of thi-. Kingdom called for, and that Spain might rely upon its bein<: pushed uo
further than that object required. Finding that it was needless to attempt to draw any
satisfactory assurance from .M. Cevallos in conversation, I told him that my instruction*

related likewise to some other important points; that if he ['leased 1 would read them
over to him

;
alter which, if he thought it necessary, I would deliver to him in writing a

summary of their contents. In treating of the subject of the money furnished to France,
lie allected much surprise at its being considered merely as u temporary measure, and
asked from whence my Court could have got that idea, of which he himself disclaimed

any share. I told him I knew my brother had repeatedly received several assurances at

the very lime when the Treaty was negotiating, from a person !n:;h in authuntv, whose
assurances wi-re then e^lccnied authentic, and that as such he had transmitted them to his

Government. .M. I V\alios repeated, that they had no such views
;
that the Treaty was

concluded for the whole of the present War ;
that it contained no article whatever hostile

to Great Britain
;
and as to the amount of the Subsidies, he could only repeat what he

had already said, and what M. d'Anduagu had slated to your Lordship, that they are cal-

culated with a reference to the expense of furnishing the Succours stipulated by Treaty.
This assurance, he said, he trusted I should think sufficient, and that England would so

far do justice to the good faith of the Spanish Cabinet as to pronounce herself satisfied witii

such a declaration 1 observed to him, that my Government was already in possession of

thus much information upon the subject when my present instructions were forwarded to

me, and therefore that I must expect a more explicit answer, or comply with the orders

to demand my passports ;
that in the terms in winch he stated it, the amount of the Sue-

tour stipulated was without nny limit, since the Treaty provides, that in case of necessity,

the auxiliary Power is liable to be called upon to assist her ally with all her forces; in

which situation .there would be no bounds to the sums which Spain might furnish to the

<jnemv under the denomination of an equivalent for these Succours. I did not, however,

succeed in obtaining further explanation upon the subject ;
and there was in .VI. Cevallo's

manner a more decided determination not to give way upon this point, and more disj>o-

sition to ill humour at being pressed upon it, than upon that of the total cessation of all

Armaments in the Ports. He took no oilier notice of the orders given to Aihiur.il Coch-

rune to shut the Port of Ferrol to their Ships of War, than by asking me to read that

paragraph a second time; and when I had iinished the dispatch, he said, that Spain would

continue to act with the same good faith which she had always hitherto done ;
that

Inland ought to be perfectly at ease upon the subject of the Armament, which had

never been of any consequence, and was now laid aside
;
that upon the question of tin;

Subsidies, she had" all the satisfaction that she could reasonably require ;
and tbr.i it was

tune that she herself should give some assurance of her own di-posUions, without which

a neutrality, restless and disturbed as that which Spam now possesv.:s,
would prove as pre-

judicial to the Country as War itself. I answered, that the dispositions ot my Govern-

ment towards Spain we're not less friendly than they had always bet n, and that .t was to

the conduct of Spain herself that he must attribute the unsettled state of the connexion

between the two Countries ;
nor could it be otherwise, as long as she maintained this

reserve upon a point which alfecls so essentially the interests oi Great Britain a> that oi her

pecuniary engagements with France : and I left him, by saying, that I hoped that upon

consideration he would see it in the same light, and tiiat 1 .should receive a more s;:t:s-

fuctory answer to the Note which I should transmit to him, than I had been able to obtain

irom the conference. Your Lordship will observe an interval of some days between tln

conference and the date of my .Note, during winch 1 have been coalmcd by a return ot

indisposition, which disabled me from writing; bavin-, however, stated sol-ally before-

hand the nature of my instructions to M. Cevallo.s, 1 am in hopes that no time

}>(: '.i lost by this circumstance, and that [ shall receive his answer as soon as it m\ .Note

had been presented immediately utter our conference.

I have the honour to be, &c.

B.

FTUc dJuu,.si./.; continues to be pursued i.i several !o:v.j Xotci, without much novelty ]
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1 :-fi"-'.a'.:i" ffa yetcfrom Don PEDRO CKVALLOS, to B. FREKE, E.-y. dried

S. Lorenzo, Nuv. 3, 1804.

SIR,

I have received the two Notes which v"n were pleased to address to me, dated thr

30th (>coher last, :uul llic ','d inst., and having given an acrmint to the King, my master,

of their contents, 1 have the honour to declare to you, lliat Spain lias given constant proofs
of good correspondence \\itli Great T'ritain, of her fidelity in observing the Treaty -of

Neutrality. (called by you a suspension of hostilities, though they have no! disturbed the

state of Peace since the Treaty of Amiens:,,) and has completely done away the ar>prchcn-_
sions which England founded upon vague accounts of Arinunienls which neither did

1

rxiM, nor, if the^ had existed, had any tendency prejudicial to the tranquillity of

Great Britain.

And although these three points are satisfied in ni\ \otcofthe29thofOctoberIasr,
still his Majesty is willing to make a fresh sacrifice to Peace, carrying hN ro\ al conde-

scension to the point which you desire, and ordering me to satisfy your question.--, us I do.

in the most unequivocal manner; saying,
To the First. That Spain, inconsequence of the Treaty of Neutrality concluded the

19th October, I!i03, will make no Armament contrary to the said Convention.

To the Second. That there is not a greater number of Ships armed, than there was at

the epoch of the said Convention.

To the Third. That no change, infrartory of the Neutrality, shall be made in the

distribution of the Ships already armed; nor is it likely that there should be any need
to change the said distribution, under the supposition of Neutrality.
To the Fourth. That the Treaty of Subsidies with France contains nothing offensive to

our Neutrality with Great Britain; and that the Subsidies are equivalent to what would
be the expense of the Naval and Military Succours stipulated in the Treaty of Alliance

with the French Republic.
As my answers are not less distinct than satisfactory, for they have been formed in no

other stile than that of good faith, I think I have a fresh right to be satisfied by you in

regard to the measure taken by the British Cabinet, in order that the Commander of its

Forces before Ferrol should prevent the entrance of ihe Spanish Ships in the said Port ;

a complaint which I have not had the honour to see .'a'i.-lied by you, as becomes a mea-
sure which carries with it mistrust of the Spanish Government, and otlends its honour and
liJLtiitN, by shackling the exercise of its donies'ic authority.

I do not believe thai you will have any difficulty in recognising the violence of which
this measure of your Government partakes, when I observe, by vour ISote of the ;.'iOil>,

(which did not reach me till after a delay of two days,) that your L'ood faith and con-

ciliatory spirit have prompted \outo do away tlie equivocation which there was In the
instruction? of \oiir Court with regard to the epoch which us to regulate tlie reduction of
the Maritime Forces of Spain, making a due appreciation of my observations, which were
founded in the express determination of the compact of Neutrality.

PEDRO CEVALLOS.

3/V. FRKSE to Cii

Madrid, Xoi. .3, 180k
J have ju.t had the honour of receiving your Note of this day, and I am concerned to

remark, that upon the two principal points it is as equivocal and as little satisfactory as
those which preceded it. Vour Kxceilt-nc\ gives me no answer whether you will, or
not, enter into an engagement that no Armament whatever shall be fitted out in iho
Spanish Ports, referring me only to the terms of a Convention, upon tlie force of which
we are by no means agreed, your K-.c-.-lletii-y maintaining that the. engagement not to arm
was not a general one, (v. hich I require.,) bui that, it meivK referred to Armaments a
Great Britain. 1 see also with regret that I have not advanced a single step on the
question ot the Subsidies grunted to France. The. answer which your Kxcellency now
gives me ;s Hi... same which was returned to the first representations of my Government
on this point, and it is id>M,htely iinp-,s,ibJo tor rue to transmit it as satisfactory, or to
wiuwruw wy requests for passports,

B. FAERE.
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Nov. 5. Mr. Frere peremptorily insists on receiving las Passports ; and Xov. 7, Ce-
tallos sends them. Here all intercourse ceased. At lias time the detention of the

,1 Frigates was unknown at Madrid.

Several orders to our Commanders at Sea, and extracts of Letters from them, are iven
but the ibllowing are the most important :

-EitiY/'jt of a Letterfrom Rear- Admiral Cocnn.vxE to the H-m, Admiral COUNTWA T.MS, dated
on board hit Majesty's Ship Northumberland, of Ferrol, the Vlst of October, 1804.

The Spanish Ships here are in the same state as when I wrote last. I now enclose the

most correct list that can lie obtained of their situation, by winch you will perceive that

they are all in a state fit lor Service.

A List of all the Spanish Ships of War in the Port of Ferrol, October 1804:

La Conception, 120 guns, iu good order, without masts; guns all on board, in the

Arsenal.

La Prince d'Asturia, 1 7
guns, newly repaired, ditto, ditto, ditto.

La 'Texicano, 120 guns, m good order, ditto, ditto, ditto.

La Sr. Fernando, 90 guns, an old Ship newly repaired, ditto, ditto.

La Xeptano, 84 guns, rigged, and in good order, in the Arsenal complete.

La .'-lonarco, 74 guns, ditto, ditto, ditto.

La St. Augustin," 74 guns, ditto, ditto sails fast. Old Ship ditto.

La St. Juan Nepanesceno, 74 guns, just out of Dock. In good order.

La Mantanes, 74 guns, in good order ten years old.

La St. Yldefonso, 74 guns, thirteen years old.

La St. Francisco d'Asis, 74 guns, in Dock, and has had a thorough repair.

La St. Fclino, 74 guns, sails very fast. Old, but in good order.

La St. Fulgencia, 64 guns, old, but in good order.

L'Orientc, 74 pins, ditto, but in order for Service.

La St. Julian, 64 guns, ditto, ditto.

L'K.-maralda, 44 guns. Frigate.

La Flora, 44 guns, ordered to be docked for immediate Service.

La Prueba, 44 guns, new. Never been at Sea. Completely rigged.

La Yengenza, 40 guns, rigged and ready for Sea.

La Diana, 40 guns, in good order. About te,n years old.

La Pila, 40 guns, in good order.

In the Arsenal there are sixteen or eighteen Gun-Boats, carrying a long 24-poundrr,
and thirtv Men belonging to each. During the Ian War they had Floating Batteries

carrying from eight to ten long 24-pounders, with a furnace for heating shot. One of

them lay at Rides the most of the War.

Eitract of a Letter from Pear-Admiral COCIIRAVE to the Hnn. Admiral ConvwAi.tis,
dated un board ins Majesty's Ship Northumberland, off Ferrol, the '2jth October, 1804.

The- Spanish Line, of Battle Ships are in a state so as to be ready in a few Hays. The

_; of biscuit goes on ; all their ovens are at work ; most of the water is on board ;

and the Ships are kept in a more immediate stale for Service than they have been for a
twt-hrinoutli past.

I)ag-.i:i\ Trouin will be out of the Dry Dock next spring tide. When the R'*-

doutable goes in rtie Fougueux will be' nearly ready to come out of the Bason. I have

reason to think that they have now a sufficiency of Mm for four of their Line of Bailie

ijhips, ii'not the whule. 'Parties contiuue to arrive from France,
'
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Some additional Papers respecting the Negotiation with Spain, were laid

befnrc Parliament. Tiny relate to the Naval Armaments in the dif-

ferent Ports of Spaiu. Mr. DUFF'S communications from Cadiz upon
those Armaments are extremely valuable and decisive.

THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL PAPERS WKRE PRESENTED TO BOTJI

J10USKS OF

y,. (V. J-'jctract

'

'*./'
Co;!./ at Cadi-, t*

I am assuror! !' ve been vn at that

.A

'

f rwo Tl

me Line ofTi dared

to he fitted out there, r'.Mi at Ferrol, but I believe not wr .:ct is,

several months 31 at this departr ; \ readiness

TO put to Sea. My next will probably come-, you more pointed information on tins

Our C;i;>tain General is railed to Court; and as a considerable number of Troops have-

assembled at Zamora and YalkuFolid, it may be interred with a view to bis inspcctiug

them, or giving him some command.

Xo. VI. Eitntet of a J.ettcr from 11< .-ir-lilmh-nl Sir EmvAnn PFI.T.FW, Bart, dated on

/)!',;,-(/ his Majesty's Ship Toiinant, <>j/'
Fcrro',

L2-ith October, 1803, to the Hon. Admiral

CORNWALLIS.

Much increased activity prcvnils since the last dispatebes from Madrid, and they
worked night and day until the sixteen Gun-boats were ready. It may he possible that

these Spanish Ships are fitting to embark Auue.reau'.s Army. I shall use every means m
discover that measure if it should be adopted, and forward the earliest intelligence of it

to you.

No. VII. Naml Occurrencesfor October 1803, reported // Mr. DUFF.

Ships ordered to be fitted out at Cadiz : Trinidad, 130 guns, Capt. Brigadier Don
Fr.mi-i ' Ana, !!'_', C'apt. Dionisio Aleala Galean

;
San Rafael, ii4, Don

Ijsh. Arambure
;

i , Don .fish, de la Guardia ; Suberano, 74, Don Ju;.i.

ran/.;:; America, 61, Dun 3o^- IMvleiul'.v. : and Ampbitritc, 40, Don .fuse \"arcl;i .

tined for Vora Cruz: and llav:::i::. ilnsina, ,'54, Don ,Tos JX'ovaiv-, di^tined for Lima.

Ships liitiug out at Cartbaijena : lieyiui Louisa, ll'j suns; San Carlos, 11^!
; Bahama,

74, an-ivcd at Cadiz tiie 4ih of November
; Argonauta, 84; .Mutilde, 34; and Van-

pan/:i, .'>4.

The Sliips ordered to he fitted out at Ferrol are five, though hitherlo the following only
are named: Pnnce d'Austuna, 120 guns; Neptune, 84; and San Au^ustin, 7 I.

The j.-laee
ei' rendez\ous it is asse ibis Port

;
but from all appearances ili-

earliest possible they can assemble will be February or March next. The French Ship
'.rvctte have not \ i-l got into Dock.

Ko. VIJI. Naval Occurrencesfor Nurcmler 1803, reported by Mr. DUFF, his Majesty's
Consut at (.'.

Fa ilie Carracca, the fitting out of (be -

L:oing on. The A 16 puns
me uf them !IH-!I is completed, and is ^one out of the Arsenal; as lo the,

are in Port
;
some iiule will elapse

rl ;.s well as the others.

i o!' the five Ships to be fitted out tl

i, Don
liin Rivera

; Prince, Don Conne Charruca
;'
the

ua, ll.e Argonaut, of 84 grins, Brigadier Don
''i;i ' ', id tl Bali.ima, 7 !, Cuptain Don Liiiodc Triiyillo, have been some time
i' rr -v

ngadier Don Louis Mnsias and
I.'.T Don Antonio P.istigo, were preparing to follow.

[7'y be continued.]







KOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD ONSLOW, BART.

" LAUGHING AT TOIL, AND OAY is DANGER'S FACE."

Pri

CIR Richard Onslow, Bart, is the second son of Richard,

brother to Arthur Onslow, E*q. a gentleman of considerable

celebrity in the annals of the British Parliament*. He in some

measure may be considered as possessing an hereditary claim to

consequence in his profession ,
for his mother was the daughter

of Charles Walton -f, Esq. and niece to the well-known Admira ;

Sir George Walton J.

* Arthur Onslow, Esq. was formerly one of the representatives in Parliament

for the town of Guildford, in Surry ;
as lie afterwards was for that County. He

had also the honour of silting, as Speaker of the House of Commons, for upwards
of thirty-three years.

f Of Little Bursted, in the County of Esr x.

i It was this gentleman who, after achieving a most gallant action, wrote the

following celebrated laconic letter, to Sir George Byng, -dated

"
SIR, Canterbury, off' Syracuse, Avg. Ifi, 1718.

" We have taken and destroyed all the Spanish Ships and Vessels that were

upon the Coast, the number as per margin. I am, cxc.

" GEORGE WALTON."

And what is singular, as appears from the original now at the Admiralty, no

names whatever were ever inserted in the margin, having through ha^te breu

omitted.

Sir George Walton, in 169'-', was First Lieutenant ef the Devonshire, of 80

guns ; and, in 169.5, held the same rank in the Restoration! u! 70 gun-, one ot Sir

Cloudesley Shovel's division in the main Fleet. In 1697 he was promoted to the

command of the Sealbrd Frigate ;
and in 1699 he commanded the Seahorse, a

small Frigate ou the .Mediterranean Station. At the end of 1701, Captain \Val-

t'>n having just before been promoted to the command of the Ruby, a Fourth

R.ite, of 48 guns, accompanied Admiral Benbow to the West Indies; aud was ne

of those few brave Men to whose galCiiitry the Admiral was, in the memorable

action with du Casse, indebted for his preservation from captivity. On his retina

from the West Indies, in 1704, he wus pruuiuied to the Canterbury, of 6<> jrns.

and in the following year was sent to the Mediterranean, under Sir Cioxdeslej

Shovel and the Earl of Peterborough. In October, l?a">, he was dispatched fi.t

England before the Fleet, and brought the first confirmation of the surrender 01

Barcelona. He continued to command the C-mtcrtiifv for *eTri j*r . au<i

Jfcat. er^ron. Clof.XIII. * -
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Mr. Onslow commenced his Naval Career at a very early

period of life. His first appointment, as Lieutenant, bears the

date of December 17, \7o8. On the llth of February, ITfil,

he was advanced to the rank of Commander in, \\e believe, the

Martin Sloop; and on the 14th of April, 1762, he was made

Post in the Humber, a forty-gun Ship.

Shortly after Captain Onslow's appointment to the Humber,

he sailed in that Ship, to convoy the outward-bound Baltic

Fleet. On his return to England, in the mouth of September,

with a similar charge, the Humber unfortunately ran upon the

south end of the Haysborough Sands, and was entirely lost.

Several of the Convoy had the misfortune to ground also ; but

their Crews and Cargo were saved, as was the whole Crevr of

the Humber, one Man only exccpted.

As a matter of course, Captain Onslow's conduct was regu-

larly investigated before a Court Martial, which acquitted him

in the most honourable manner.

Our Officer was next appointed to a Sixth Rate, in which we

believe he continued to serve till the conclusion of the War.

In 1766 he was appointed to the Aquillon Frigate, of 28

guns, and ordered to the Coast of Guinea. In the following

in 1707 he was one of the Captains in Sir Thomas Hardy's Squadron at the time

that that gentleman was sent to convoy the outward-bound Lisbon Fleet. For

some time after this, Captain Walton is supposed to have been principally cm-

]>lovcd in the Mediterranean. In 1711 he commanded the Montague, </f 6O

guns, one of Sir Hovendon Walker's Squadron, employed on the unfortunate

expedition against Quebec. In this service, though unable to acquire fame, he

had the negative satisfaction of escaping censure. In 1718 he again commanded
his old Ship, the Canterbury, and was sent, under the command of Sir George

Byng, to the Mediterranean. After his memorable engagement with the Spanish

Fleet otY Sicily, he wrote the above-quoted laconic letter. It appears, that he

raptured four Spanish Ships of War, one of them mounting 60 guns, commanded

by Tlear-AdiTiirr.l Mari himself, one of at, one of 40, and one of 24 guns, wilh

a Bomb-vessel, and a Ship laden with arms. He also burnt one Ship of War.

mounting 54 guns, two of 40, one of .'50, a Fire-s'iip, and a Bomb-ketch. This

gallant achievement procured for him the honour of knighthood immediately on

his return to England. In 1723 be was made He?.' -Admiral of the Blue ; and,

passing through the regular gradations of rank, he became Admiral of the Blue

in 1734. In the following year he retired from active service on a pension of COOl.

per annum. He died some time in the year 1740, leaving behind him tl>e

character of a brave, an honourable, and an amiable .Man.
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year he was employed, in the same Ship, on the Mediterranean

Station, where he remained till 1769, or 1770, and then returned

to England.

In the early part of 1771, Sir George Rodney accepted the

command on the Jamaica Station. Captain Onslow was, at the

same period, appointed to the Diana Frigate, of 32 guns, in

which he proceeded to Jamaica with Sir George.

.Nothing particular occurred on that Station, \vhere Captain

Onslow remained for the usual period ; but, after his return to

England, we do not rind that he held any farther command till

the year 1777, when he was appointed to the St. Albans, one of

the Ships which were ordered, in the course of that year, to

North America. It was in the month of April that he sailed,

having the Dispatch Sloop under his orders, as Convoy to a

Fleet of Transports bound to New York. When a hundred

and fifty leagues to the westward of that Port, the Fleet was in

some degree dispersed ;
but it arrived in safety, as the St. Albans

herself also did, early in June.

Captain Onslow was in the Squadron under the command of

Lord Howe, at Sandy Hook, in July 1778, and accompanied

that Officer on his expedition to Rhode Island, in August fol-

lowing, in quest of the French Fleet*.

Towards the close of 1 773 he was dispatched to the West

ladies, under the orders of Commodore Hotham, for the pur-

pose of reinforcing Vice-Admiral Barrington, then commanding

on that Station with a very slender Force, consisting of no more

than two Ships of the Line, the Prince of Wales and the Boyne,

with six or seven small Frigates and Sloops of War. Commo-

dore Hotham's Squadron, consisting of his Majesty's Ships,

Nonsuch, St. Albans, Preston, Centurion, Isis, and Carcass,

with fifty-nine Transports, having on board 5000 Troops, under

the command of Major-General Grant, joined Admiral Barring-

ton on the 10th of December. The reduction of the Island of

St. Lucia was now determined on. The Fleet immediately

sailed from Barbudoes, and arrived off the Island on the 13th of

* nj* XIVAL CHROMICLF, Vol. I, page 1C.
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December, the same day that the Brigadiers General, Meadows

.and Pmscot, landed in different parts of the Grand Cul de Sac

with a considerable body of Troops, Brigadier General Sir

Henry Calder protecting the landing place, to keep open a com-

munication between the Fleet and Army. The British Forces

had not been long in possession of this part of the Island,

before the Comte d'Esttiing made his appearance with twelve

Sail of the Line, having on board 9000 Troops. Admiral Bar-

rington, in the most judicious manner, ordered the Transports to

be warped close in shore, and moored his comparatively small

Squadron wiih so much skill and judgment, that he baffled the

repeated assaults of the enemy. On the 15th, the Comte

d'Estaing made two desperate attacks on the British Squadron;

but the determined coolness, resolution, and bravery of its Com-

manders, supported by a steady and well-directed fire from th*

Butteries on Shore, compelled him to stand to Sea and relinquish

all farther attempts. Oa the following day the French Fleet

was seen plying to windward, and in the evening it anchored off

Gros Islet. The French Troops which were landed made

several attempts to carry the Batteries, in all of which they were

repulsed with dreadful slaughter. Finding ever}' effort to reco-

ver the Island ineffectual, they re-embarked, and left the Con-

querors in quiet possession.

Captain Onslow appears to have been very actively employed

in this expedition ; for, in his official dispatch of December 23,

Admiral Barrington says :
" More than half the Troops were

landed the same morning (the 13th) under the direction of the

Commodore, assisted by the Captains, Griffith, Braithwaite,

and Onslow, and the remainder the next morning, when they

immediately got possession of the careenage*."

Early in the summer of 1779 Captain Onslow returned to

England with a Fleet of Merchant Ships under his Convoy, the

St. Albans being unfit for farther service without first under-

going a thorough repair.

Soon after his arrival he was appointed to tile Bellona, u

* Vide N'AVAL CHRONH;LF, Vot. T\ , p;ig. 181.
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Seventy-four gun Ship, and employed in the Channel Fleet, then

under the command of Admiral Sir Charles Hardy. The latter

Officer dying suddenly on the 19th of May, 1780, Admiral,
afterwards Sir Francis Geary, succeeded to the chief command.

In the following month Admiral Geary sailed from Spithead,
with twenty-three Sail of the Line, among which was the Bel-

lona, to cruise in Soundings, with a view to prevent the junction

of the French and Spanish Fleets. Nothing material occurred

till the morning of the 3d of July, when a Fleet of twenty Sail

was descried. These were immediately concluded to be the

enemy, of whom they were in search, and the utmost alacrity

was used in getting up with them. They were at length,

however, found to be nothing more than a Convoy from St.

Domingo, under the protection of a single Ship, le Fier, of 50

guns. The chase was continued
; and, had it not been for a

fog, which suddenly came on, the whole of them would have

been captured. Owing to this circumstance, le Fier, with eight

Sail of the Convoy, escaped, the remaining twelve falling into

the possession of the English. This achievement fell short of

the expectations of the captors, but was notwithstanding of

some consequence, the value of the Ships taken being estimated

at 126,0001.

The Fleet continued at Sea for upwards of two months with-

out meeting with any thing farther deserving of notice; after

which, a number of the Seamen being ill, it returned to Spit-

head on the 18th of August.

Shortly after the arrival of the Fleet in Port, Admiral Geary

being taken ill, the chief command devolved upon V ice-Admiral

Darby. Captain Onslow still remained in the Bellona; and, in

the month of December, being on a Cruise in the Channel, he

had the good fortune to tall hi with the Princess Caroline, a

Dutch Ship of War, bound for Lisbon, from Amsterdam,

mounting 54 guns, and carrying three hundred Men. A close

action ensued, which lasted for half an hour
; when, four of the

Dutchmen having been killed, and twelve wounded, the Prin-

cess Caroline struck to the Bellona. Captain Onslow took

possession of his Prize, and brought her safe into the Downs.
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Great preparations having been made daring the winter, to

equip a formidable Fleet and Convoy for the relief of Gibraltar
y

it sailed from Portsmouth under the orders of Admiral Darby,

on the 13th of March, 17S1. This Fleet, to which the Bellona

was attached, was equal in force to the magnitude of the object

which it was sent to execute. It consisted of two Ships of 10O

guns each, seven of 90, one of 80, eleven of 74, seven of 64,

and one of 60, with eight large Frigates, a proportionate*num-

ber of smaller Vessels, and a Convoy of upwards of two hun-

dred Sail of Transports and Store-ships. The whole of them

arrived oft" Gibraltar on the 13th of April, without experiencing

the slightest interruption from the enemy, notwithstanding they

had a Fleet ready for Sea in Cadiz considerably superior in

force, amounting to thirty-three Ships of the Line. All the

stores and reinforcements were put on Shore by the 20th of the

month, and on that day the Fleet sailed on its return to England,

having sustained no farther damage during the whole of so dan-

gerous an expedition, than the loss of a mizen-mast in the

Nonsuch, and a few- Men wounded in some of the Frigates by

the desultory attacks of the Spanish Gun-boats.

On the 13th of April, 1782, the Bellona sailed from Spit-

head on a Cruise to the westward, with the Squadron under the

command of Vice-Admiral Harrington. On the 20th the

Artois made the signal for having discovered an enemy's Fleet ;

and, on the following morning, the memorable action, which is

described at length in our memoir of Earl St. Vincent*, between

the Foudroyant and le Pegase, took place. The Fleet returned

to Spithead on the 26th.

On the 3d of the following month Captain Onslow sailed

with the unfortunate Admiral Kempenfelt on a fortnight's

Cruise in the Soundings.

On the 1 1th of September, in the same year, Capt. Onslow,
still in the Bellona, sailed from Spithead, with the Fleet under

the command of Admiral Lord Howe, for the relief of Gibraltar.

The British Fleet, with its Convoy, entered the Straits on the

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICIE, Vol. IV, page 9.
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taming of the llth of October, and, about five o'clock in the

afternoon, arrived oft' the Bay. By the 18th, Lord Howe

having effected the relief of the Garrison, the grand object of his

commission, availed himself of the easterly Wind to repass the

Straits. At day-break, on the morning of the 19th, the com-

bined French and Spanish Fleets were seen at some distance in

the N.E. Being then between Ceuta and Europa Points, and

there not being sufficient room to form in order of battle, Lord.

Howe pursued his course, followed by the enemy, until he had

got clear of the Straits. The next morning the Wind had

shifted to the northward, so that die enemy still had the advan-

tage of the Wind. The British Fleet, however, formed in order

of battle, to leeward, to receive them. Captain Onslow was

stationed in the Line, as second to Vice-Admiral Milbanke.

It was sun-set before the enemy began to cannonade the British

van and rear, which continued until ten at night, but at such a

considerable distance as to produce very little effect. Owing to

the partial approach of the enemy, the division in which Captain

Onslow was stationed was but trivially engaged; the Bellona

not having a single Man either killed or wounded. The lire was

occasionally returned from those of our Ships whose shot might

reach to make any impression ;
but the enemy soon hauled to

the Wind, and the next day were seen standing off to the N.W.

The whole loss sustained by the English amounted but to 63

killed and 208 wounded.

A few days after the action, the Bellona, with seven more

Sail of the Line, was dispatched to the West Indies, under the

orders of Sir Edward Hughes; but hostilities ceasing almost

immediately after his reaching that Station, Captain Onslow

returned to England early in the ensuing summer, without

having met with the least opportunity of increasing either his

fame or his fortune.

It does not appear that he held any command, subsequently

to his return to Europe, until the year 1790, when he was

appointed to the Magnificent, of 74 guns, one of the Fleet

intended for Channel service, and equipped through the apprc-

3
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hension of a rupture with Spain relative to Nootka Sound.

That alarm, however, having blown over, he quitted his com-

mand before the conclusion of the year, and, we believe, was

never again employed as a private Captain.

On the 1st of February, 179-% he was advanced to be R ear-

Admiral of the White ;
on the 1 2th of April, 1 794, to be Rear-

Admiral of the Red ;
on the 4th of July, in the same year, to be

Vice-Admiral of the White
;
and on the 1st of June, 1795, to be

Vice-Admiral of the Red.

On the 25th of November, in the latter year, Admiral

Onslow had the misfortune to lose his eldest Son, who died at

Sea, on board of the Barfleur, to which Ship he belonged, as

Midshipman.

In 1 796 our Officer was, for a short time, Port-Admiral at

Plymouth, and was soon afterwards appointed second in com-

mand of the Fleet stationed in the North Sea, under the orders

of Admiral Duncan, to watch the motions of the Dutch Fleet

in the Texel. He accordingly hoisted his flag, first, we believe,

in the Nassau, of ()4 guns, and afterwards in the Monarch, of

74. No occurrence, however, sufficiently memorable to require

particular mention, took place till the month of October, 1797,

when he very conspicuously distinguished himself in the encoun-

ter with, and defeat of, the Dutch Fleet under Admiral de

Winter.

Admiral Duncan's Fleet had blocked up the Texel during the

whole summer; but early in October, being in want of some

repairs, it put into Yarmouth Roads, leaving a small Squadron
of observation under the command of Captain Trollope. The

Dutch, availing themselves of this favourable opportunity, put
to Sea. On the morning of the 9th of October this was inti-

mated to Admiral Duncan, by a signal from a Vessel at the back

of Yarmouth Sands; and in the course of the afternoon the

whole British Fleet had got under weigh, and were out of sight.

At nine in the morning of the llth the Admiral got sight of

Captain Trollope's Squadron, with signals flying for an enemy to

leeward. Admiral Duncan immediately bore up, made the



OF ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD O\SLOW, BART. 257

signal for a general chase, and in less than an hour came

within sight of the enemy, who were forming in a line on the

larboard tack to receive him*.

As Admiral Duncan approached near, he made the signal for

the Fleet to shorten sail, and to form in close order. Soon

after he saw the land between Camperdown and Egmont, about

nine miles to leeward of the enemy; and finding that there

was no time to be lost in making the attack, at half-past eleven

he made the signal to bear up, break the enemy's line, and

engage them to leeward, each Ship her opponent: by this

decisive effort he got between them and the land, whither they

were fast approaching. Admiral Duncan's signals were obeyed
with great promptitude ;

and it is here requisite to notice, for

the credit of Vice-Admiral Onslow, that the Monarch, on board

of Avhich his flag was Hying, was the Ship that commenced the-

action, and that sustained greater injury than any one in the

British Fleet, the Ardent exceptedf. The Monarch bore

down in the most gallant manner on the enemy's rear, and was

followed by the Vice-Admiral's whole division J. About half

past twelve he broke through the enemy's line, passed under

the Dutch Vice-Admiral's stern, and engaged him to leeward.

* Vide Xvv.u. CiinoxrcLK, Vol. IV, page 109.

t The slaughter on board of tiic Ardent was very areat, she having a Midship-

man, aud 34 Seamen, killed
;
9 Officers, 79 Seamen, and 1'2 Marines, wounded.

Ships.

Russtl

Pirector -

Montague
Veteran -

Monarch -

Powerful -

Mounioiith

Agincourt

f THE L.UtnOARD OR LEE DIVISION.

Guns. MtH. L'lWimanders,

74 590 Capt. Henry Trollope

64. 4<)i William Bligh

74 590 John Knight
64 491 George Gregory

f Richard Onslow, P>q.

74 599 < Vice-Admiral of the Red

C Capt. Edward O'Brien

590 . W. O'Br. Drury

4>>1 . James Walker
74

64

64 491 John Williamson

The Commander in Chief, in his official account of the action, pays the following

very just tribute to our Officer's gallantry :

" My signals were obeyed with great,

promptitude; and Vice-Admiral Onslow, in the Mwiardi, bore down on iko

wmy's rear in the most gallant manner, his division following his example*"

I. I*
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Admiral Duncan intended to engage the Dutch Commander in

Chief, but was prevented by the States General, of 7fi guns,

bearing a blue flag at the mi/en, shooting close up with him ;

the Admiral therefore ran under her stern, engaged her close,

and soon compelled her to quit the line. The Venerable

(Admiral Duncan's Ship) then fell alongside of the Dutch

Admiral, who was for some time well supported, and kept up a

very heavy lire. At one o'clock the action was pretty general,

except by two or three van Ships of the enemy's line, which

got off without the smallest apparent injury, and entered the

Texel on the following day. The action continued with una-

bating fury for nearly two hours and a half, when all the masts of

de Winter's Ship went by the board: she was defended for some

time after in a very gallant manner; but at length finding all

farther resistance vain, she struck her colours to the Venerable
;

the Dutch Admiral himself being, it is said, the only man left

on the quarter-dock who was neither killed nor wounded.

About the .same time that the Dutch Commander in Chief

struck to Admiral Duncan, their Vice-Admiral *
appeared dis-

masted, and surrendered to Vice-Admit ;il Onslow. The result

of the action is well known. Seven Sail of the Line, two of .>/.>

guns, and two large Frigates, were taken
;
the Delft, of t>6 gun?,

foundered; one of the Frigates \\as afterwards lost, and the

other \\v.s driven on the Coast of Holland anci retaken.

From the crippled state of the Monarch, and tho Wind

blowing strong on the enemy's Coast, it was with some difficulty

that Admiral Onsloxv could keep off from the laud, a;ul get o\er

to the British Shore. He, however, with the rest of the Fleet,

and its 'Prizes, arrived at the Xore on the Kith of October.

For his gallant conduct in this action, his Majesty was gra-

ciously pleased, on the 30th of the same month, to cieaU;

Admiral Onflow a Haronet of Great .Britain. Jie had also l!.;

honour of receiving the Thanks of both Houses of Parliament,

Ivem'jic-, of tin 1

Jupiter, ui' 7i nuns, and r>50 ^lm. He *.:>-> su
\vrety

....
| bis ,::TI\;I! ,.i ;;
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and was presented v.ith the Freedom of the City of London, and

a sword of a hundred guineas value.

Sir Richard Onslow retained his command in the Xorth Sea

Fleet, but without any farther opportunity of distinguishing him-

self, till the year 1799, when he resigned, and has not since

hoisted his Hag. On the 14th of February, 1799, he was pro-

moted to be Admiral of the Blue Squadron ;
and on the 13th

of April, 1804, he acquired the same rank in the White.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS. RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

MANTES IX OUnCITF. VASTO.

SCARBOROUGH, FER. 1;5, 1805.

'TMIE following very affecting letter from a gallant youth of

seventeen years of age, a Lieutenant of Marines, the son of

Mr. Thurnham, of Scarborough, who fell in the service of his

country, will evidence the delicate sense of honour and invincible

courage which actuate our brave defenders in the most perilous

enterprises, even under the strong presentiments of certain death.

His Majesty's Skip Illustrious, Jan. 9.

" HoxorjiF.n FATHER. I think it my duty to write, as I am

going this evening on a dangerous enterprise, to cut out a Spanish

Sloop of War : if any disaster should happon to me, you must

apply to Mr. Mackie for my clothes, to whom I have ordered

them to be sent ; but if they should not be sent, application must

be made to Captain $., Royal Marines, of the Illustrious. Do not

blame me for volunteering my services, a> while the blood of the

Thurnhams circulates in my veins, I could not bear to have it said

that he A a coizartl. (rive my love to my dear mother, my bro-

ther, and sister. I hope they will not regret what I have done.

Jf 1 escape, nothing will give me so much pleasure as to think that

I have, neither disgraced my commission nor my father, and to

have it said that 1 ain an honour to the family; if I die, I die an

honourable death. God bless you all 1 and may the next son you

have die as honourably as I do! I boscech you to remember me

to my cousin, and to all my dear relative*.

" I remain your faithful son,
tk D. TlIURNHAM."
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[The above was accompanied by a letter of condolence from

Captain S. announcing the instant death of the gallant youth in

his bold exertion in the enterprise, by a mortal wound in the

body.]
FRENCH NAVY.

THE following statement of the present Naval Force of France,

is given by a gentleman who procured it from an Officer of one

of the French Gnu-boats which were lately brought into Fa).

mouth :

AT BREST.

Shipt.

LeVengeur, -

Le Republican!,
-
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SELF-TAUGHT NAVAL MECHANIC.

THERE is living not a hundred miles from Stonehaven. a man
who has practised a greater variety of the mechanical arts, than

any one person we remember to have heard of. He was originally

bred a country Blacksmith, and is known to have attained consi-

derable proficiency in that line. Self-taught, he soon became a

professed clock and watch maker. He did not confine himself,

however, to the movements only; for, as soon as it was completed,
he formed the mahogany case; and this part of his workmanship
would do credit to the regularly bred cabinet-maker. His genius

next extended itself to musical instruments
;

in the evenings of one

winter he made, for his amusement, six or eight violins, of which

the workmanship and varnish were excellent, and the tones by no

means despicable. One of them he constructed to play with eight

strings, two of each kind
;
and the effect, especially in slow music,

was very pleasant. He lately purchased a small Bark, which,

with the assistance of his son, a boy, he now navigates in the coal

trade. He was at Sea in this Bark during one of the last winter's

Storms, and was supposed to have finished his career in Davy's

Locker ; but, after some time, he was found snug in the Harbour.

About a month ago his Vessel encountered another Storm, in

which several planks were stove, and her stern demolished. Here

a. new channel was opened for his multifarious ingenuity. He

immediately set to work, and joining the old Blacksmith to the

Ship-carpenter, forced bolts and shaped timber, and by the work

of his own hands alone, has completed the necessary repairs. Had

such a genius been under the direction of proper judgment, there

is reason to believe that it would have conducted its possessor to-

not a little renown.

NEW LIFE BOAT.

OUR curiosity, says a letter from Dover, has long hern raised

by the knowledge that a Life-boat of a peculiar construction was

building here by the Man who saved the Prize-master and Pri-

soners floating on the Wreck of the French Gun-boat that drifted

past the Harbour in the winter. Sir Sidney Smith, who gave the

plan of this Boat, came down from London yesterday, and tried Jt

at Sea, with eighteen Men embarked on board, attended by Capt.

Western, of the Sea Fencibles, in a Deal Boat. The Piers and

Beach were crowded with spectators, who felt much anxiety at

seeing her make her first plunge into the swell at the Harbour's

7
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month : she rose, however, at the top of every ware, and as

joon as (he mast was secured, the rigging of which appeared

defective, the sails were set, and she moved with great rapidity

through 'he breakers, which hid her from our sight. The Deal

Boat, although a large Galley of above forty feet long, found the

Sea too much for her. and put back into the Harbour. The Life-

boat, which is called (he Cancer or Crab^ from her manner of

moving and taking the ground, landed on the Beach without the

smallest inconvenience from the Surf, and was hauled above high-
water mark by the spectators, who greeted the enterprising Cfew,
for whose safety they had been so anxious, with most heartfelt

satisfaction.

ANECDOTE OF CAPTAIN NESHAM.

THIS gentleman, who has recently been appointed acting Cap-
tain of the Foudroyant, was in France during the fury of the

Revolution, and while the popular rage was vented on the unfor-

tunate bakers. Passing through one of the streets, he perceived a

baker in the hands of the mob, who were hurrying him away a la

lanfcrnc. With all the inconsiderate bravery of a generous Tar,

thoughtless of his own danger, he rushed among the sanguinary

multitude, and throwing himself round the half-dead wretch,

declared, that ii if they destroyed one innocent man, they should

the other." The extraordinary generosity of this heroic action

was not lost on the surrounding multitude; and those very people,

who but for him would have exulted in the destruction of their

victim, now carried him and his deliverer before the National

Convention. With loud shouts of applause he was welcomed, as

having saved the life of a citizen
; \vas presented with a National

Sword, dedicated to such purposes, and a Civic Crown placed on

his head.

ANECDOTE OF LORD HOWARD.

IX <he reign of Queen Mary, Lord William Howard, first

Baron of Eltingham, and Lord High Admiral of England, put to

Sea with twenty-eight SaiF, to meet King Philip, the destined

husband of his mistress. That Prince was escorted by one him-
dred and sixty Sail, and carried at his top-mast-head the Spanish
Hag. The English Admiral could not bear to see it Hying in the

British Channel, and without once considering that the Spaniards
were almo>t six to one, without despairing of success, in case of an

action, saluted the Prince with a shot, and made him take dowu
his colours bciorf he would pay any compliments to him.
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REMARKABLE PRESERVATION.

DURING the passage of the Europe, East Indiaman, outward-
bound to Madras, the following curious incident occurred, which
is thus noticed by a Passenger :

" June 29. At 9 A.M. saw a small Sail on our lee-bow ; at

10 hove-to, and sent a Boat on board with the second Officer; he
found one Man only on board, whom he brought with him, and
turned tiie Sail adrift, she being quite a Wreck. The Man gives
the following very curious account of himself: That he sailed

from London as Second Mate of the Brig Thomas, of London,
commanded by Captain Gardner, and belonging to Messrs. Bro-
derick and Co. on the 4th of March, 1802, bound to the South

Seas, on the whale fishery; that after touching at several places on
their outward-bound Voyage, they arrived at Staten Land, where

they remained six or seven months, and got about seven or ei^ht

hundred skins. In the course of that time they lengthened and
decked their Long-boat, and converted her into a Shallop, of

which they gave him the command, and put three Seamen on

board, under him; at the same time giving him orders to accom-

pany the Brig to the Island of Georgia, whither they were bound

to procure seals and Sea elephants. They accordingly left Staten

Island the latter end of January, 1803, in company with the Brig ;

and after eleven days' passage, arrived at the Inland of Georgia,
where they remained two months, and left it the beginning of

April; the Brig, and another Brig, the John of Boston, in com-

pany, and stood oft' the Island of Tristan de Cunha.
" On the 14th of April they were parted from their Consorts in

a heavy gale of Wind, in which he lost his three hands, who were

washed over by a tremendous Sea, from which he narrowly

escaped, having, only the moment before, gone below for a knife

to cut away some part of the rigging. At that time lie had on

board only three pounds and a half of meat, three pounds of Hour,

six pounds of bread, and two hogsheads of water (all of which were

much damaged by the Gale), some whale oil remaining in the bot-

toms of a few casks, a small quantify of salt, and some bark of

trees. On this scanty pittance, and without any means of even

dressing that, he had contrived to support existence for the sur-

prising space of seventy-five days, for the last thirty of which his

principal means of subsistence was tobacco, and the bark of tree*

soaked in whale oil. When we fell in with him he uas shaping a

course for the Cape of Good Hope, luning missed Tristan deC'uuha,
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where he fir.'t meant to proceed to rejoin his Consort; liis debility

was, however, so groat, that two or three, days more want of sus-

tenance would have ended his earthly career. A subscription

wa<< immediately made lor the poor invalid, which amounted

to 1101."

FRF.VCH CRUF.LTY.

(From the Philadelphia True American.)

CAPTAIN Maley, of the Schooner Mount Vernon, inform?,

thaf his Vessel was captured on the 1st of October, near Tortuga,

by a French Privateer, himself and Crew taken out, stripped of their

all, the YesM-l's papers destroyed or detained, and the Vessel sent

into a bye Port near Barracoa, and there sold with her Cargo,

without trial or delay. After being detained near a month on

board the Privateer, Captain M., his Crew, and the Supercargo,

Mr. John Caldxvell, of this city, were put ashore about forty miles

from St. Jago de Cuba, and after many difficulties reached that

place, where all died except himself and Boy. Jle sailed from St.

Jago on boavd the Brig Ceres, and left there the Ship Clarissa,

of New York, discharging, and Schooner Lydia, of Norfolk.

Eleven Privateers of aud from three to seven guns each were

fitting out, and many from different Ports in Cuba were cruising.

Captain Maley saw a list of 97 Privateers out of that Island,

several of them had received Spanish commissions since the capture

of Spanish Vessels by the Hatyans.

THE DANISH NAVY.

THE following interesting account of the Danish Xavy is

extracted from the celebrated Travels of Kuttner, through Den.

mark, Sweden, &c. which arc now being translated into English.
" The whole Danish Navy lies in the Harbour of Copenhagen.

Though this arrangement is in many respects very convenient, yet

it is attended with great disadvantages, both on account of danger
from fire and blockades, or surprises in time of War. The Har-

bour for Merchant Ships, and that for the Men of War, are sepa-

rated only by M-poden piles, or a kind of balustrade. Contiguous
to the latter are several Islands, denominated Holms, upon which

are Dock-yards, containing every thing necessary, not only for the

building, but likewise the equipment, of Ships of War. The
li-iiiv in which the cables are made is said to be 900 feet in length,

ami 1 really think it the longest I ever saw. The thickest cables

pnuie there are 20 inches in circumference.
* \Vu \\ere conducted to the mudeUhousc

3
which is. not usually
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shown in other Dock-yards; on this occasion it was observed, that

no foreigner is permitted to see those at Portsmouth and Ply.
mouth. A complete model of a Ship of the Line was shown us.

I never saw, even in England, any thing more perfect, or more

exquisite workmanship, or better calculated to afford an idea of

each individual part of a Ship. The \vhole can be taken into very
small pieces, so that every thing may be seen in the most distinct

manner. We were told that several Men had been employed nine

years on this model.

Mr. Hohlenburgh has invented a new method of building Men
of War, which consists in decreasing the widtli of the stern, so as

to make it much narrower than across the middle, or than the

Ships of War of any European nation usually an\ This method is

attended with the advantage, that the three aftermost guns on
each side may be directed so as not only to fire straight forward,
but likewise to the right and left. I saw a 24-gun Frigate of this

construction nearly ready for launching. It likewise has this

peculiarity, that all the knees are of iron. By the alteration a

considerable space is gained in the Ship, and the movement of the

guns greatly facilitated ; for as the iron knee is much smaller than

one of wood, and consequently requires less room, the guns may
be pointed in a more oblique direction, either to the right or left.

The English, however, are extremely hostile to this new method,
and maintain that the knees must absolutely be of wood, because

a Ship is so shaken by the firing of the guns, that every part must

receive and yiuld to the shock: but if the knees are of iron,

instead of yielding, they re-act upon the body of the Ship with

greater violence, so that it is more liable to injury, and in the end

will not last so long as those with wooden knees. Time must

decide who is right.

All Men of War, built at this place, are of oak. Fir, which

the English occasionally employ, is absolutely rejected. The

Seeland oak is held in the highest esteem.

Besides the above-mentioned Frigate, a 74-gun Ship was on the

stocks, but not on Hoblenburgh's plan. I thought this Vessel

very heavy in wood, when compared with an English Man of War
of the same number of guns, but the Danes obstinately refused to

admit the truth of this observation. 1 had before made the same

remark on the Dutch Ships.

The whole Naval Force of Denmark consists at present of 21

Ships of the Line, the largest of which carries 84, and the smallest

64 guns. Only one, called Christian VII, carries 100 gims; but

she is too heavy, and consequently draws too much water for these

northern Seas, and is on that account never used. They.could not,
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or rather would not, tell me the number of Frigates and small

Ships, but I know that it is inconsiderable. The heaviest cannon

arc thirty-six pounders; the largest English Ships carry forty-

two pounders, but the Danish pound is ten per cent, heavier

than the English.

To inspect the Jlolms, or Dock-yards, a special permission from

the Court is required. Our names were transmitted to the Crown

Prince, and this regulation extends to all foreigners. Particular

precaution has been observed in this respect since the last con-

llagration.
DUTCH LIBERALITY.

THE following letter from Captain Colvill to the Dutch Admi-

ral Kihkert, is published in the Dutch papers:

SIR, Before I quit this place, so different from the usual state

of captivity and hardships, we had to expect, I beg leare, a*s well

on my own part as on that of my fellow Officers, who belonged to

his Britannic Majesty's Ship the Romney, to return you our most

sincere thanks, and to assure you, that the very humane attention

which we unfortunate Men experienced from you, shall never be

effaced from our memories.

We request you to assure Captain Verdooren, and the other

Captains and Officers of the Ships under your orders, that we are

sensible of the great friendship which has been shown to us. I

will not intrude upon your occupations by a long letter; the

remembrance of having shown every service of humanity and

friendship to the unfortunate, is sufficient for Admiral Kihkert.;

yet we should have proved deficient in the respect that is due to

him, if we had not, before our departure, assured liim of our

warmest gratitude.

IVrmit me, Admiral, to give you the assurance of my highest
consideration aud respect, with which I, personally, have the ho-

nour to be, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,

(Signed) JOHN COLVILL,
Captain in his Britannic Majesty's Navy.

Letterfrom Admiral RUSSEL to Admiral KIHKEUT.

Hit Britannic Majesty's Ship Eagle, Xm-tli Seas,

*". Dec. -2, 1U04, P.M.

I have this moment received your flag of truce, conveying to me
the Hon. Captain Colville, late of his Britannic Majesty's Ship the

Romney (wrecked upon your Coast), with eight of his Officers,
M-hich you have first humanely saved from impending destruction,
and wBich your Government has, with its antient magnanimity,
released and restored to their country and friends, on their paroles
of honour.
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They are all, Sir, sincerely affected with heartfelt gratitude to

the Batavian Government for their emancipation from captivity, to

Admiral Kihkert for their preservation from the jaws of death,

and to all the Dutch Officers, and the inhabitants of the Texel, for

their kindness and most humane attentions.

This, Sir, is nobly alleviating the rigours of War, as the Chris-

tian heroes of your country and mine were wont formerly to do in

these Seas, before a considerable portion of European intellect was

corrupted by false philosophy.

Captain Colville will communicate to the Right Honourable my
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your proposal for the

exchange of Prisoners.

Accept, Sir, my sincerest thanks, and the assurance that I am
with great respect,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) M. RUSSEL.
To his Excellency Rear- Admiral Kihkert,

Commander in Chief' in tht Tad.

PRIZES TAKEN AT THE BEGINMXG OF A WAR,
TROW THE FIRST OF MARCH, 1744, TO THE FIKST OF APRIL, 17-i5.

In the Mediterranean.

46 French Turkey Ships, valued at .276,000.

43 Spanish Xebeques, &c 43,000.

From, and to the Went Indies, c^c.

173 French Ships, at 10,0001. each.. 1,730,000.

From, and to France, Newfoundland, $c.

124 French Ships, at 2.0001. each 248.000.

In, and near the Channel.

182 French Ships, at 30001. each 5 16,000.

9 Spanish Register Ships 1.300,000.

1 Acapulco, by Lord Anson , 500,000.

On the Coast of Spain, and Portugal.

23 Spanish, at 30001. each 69,000.

In Europe, and America.

59 French, at 20001. each 118,000.

23 Spanish, at 20001. each 46,000.

12 Neutral Ships, the Cargoes 48,000.

695 .4,924,000.

286 of which taken by Privateers.

Also seven Neutrals, that were considered uncertain Prizes.
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SPANISH GALLEYS.

IT is a custom in Spain, when a great, person is showfl the King'*

fi alleys, to pay him the compliment of releasing whichsoever of the

Slaves he thinks fit. It is related that, the Duke of Ossuna being

about to claim this privilege, asked many of them for what they

had hern condemned? All wanted to exculpate themselves, and

persuade the Duke that they had been condemned unjustly

except one Man, who frankly confessed all his faults, //ere,

said the, Duke, turn out this villain from among these honest gen-

tlemen, for fear he (should debauch thc.m.

CORRESPONDENCE.

HINTS FOR IMPROVING THE NAVY.

Facts respecting the Royal Navy, and his Majesty's Dock-Yard*,

shoK-ing the Fallacy of the Assertion, that an efficient and

powerful Navy may be kept up, even in Time of War, without

having Recourse to the Merchants' Yards.

MR. EDITOK, London, 50th Ntfrch, 1805.

TTT appearing to be. the opinion of several Members in each House

of Parliament, as well as of many persons in private stations,

who have no means of obtaining full and correct information on

the subject, that it is unnecessary and imprudent to build or repair

Ships for, or belonging to, the Navy, in the Merchants' Yards,

even in time of War ; it seems necessary, in some measure, to con-

vince them how much they are mistaken, by laying before them a

plain statement of such facts respecting his Majesty's Ships and

Dock-yards, as cannot, it may be fairly presumed, fail of having
the desired effect.

I begin with boldly asserting, that so far from its being practi-

cable to maintain such a Navy as this Country has possessed for

nearly the last fifty years, by means of the King's Yards only,
both in War and Peace, and to keep an adequate number of the

Ships in real good condition, it would be utterly impossible, with-

out employing a considerably greater number of Shipwrights than

are now in the Yards, or than ever have been employed in time

of Peace; or unless the greatest number hitherto employed, at any

time, were to work considerably more extra time than they have

ever worked for a continuance, and throughout each year, in time

of Peace, to keep up the Navy, as mentioned above, even during
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tide most profound Peace, supposing (what will be very far indeed

from being the case) that at the conclusion of the War one third

of the Ships in the Xavy should be nearly as good as new.

But as this will appear to many an ill-founded assertion, it will

be necessary to adduce circumstances to establish the truth of i( ;

and the Peace preceding the late War affords them in the fullest

extent: for in the course of those ten years, 127 Ships of the Line

were built or repaired, 29 of which were launched from the Mer-
chants' Yards*; and yet so rapid is the decay of Ships, that at no

one period of the before-mentioned Peace were there more than.

98 of the Line on the list of those in good condition, and in com-

mission. And in December, 1792, when we began to arm, the

number was reduced to 77, and probably would not have exceeded

81, or 83, had there been no hinderances to the building and

repairing of Ships, by the Armaments which took place in 1790 and

1791. These circumstances, therefore, decidedly pixncd what

had never before been rendered so certain
;

viz. that large Ships,

after being built, or permanently repaired, and laid up in ordi-

nary, will not continue in real good condition longer than tea

years, if so long, taking one Ship with another; but that they

will require in general, after that time, at least a small repair, as

it is technically denominated, at an expense of several thousand

pounds, to render them proper Ships to be fitted for permanent

Service. And let it be remarked, that the establishment of these

facts arises from the history, not of a few Ships, (which from par-

tial causes might have decayed faster than usual,) but from that of

a great number of Ships.

It is mentioned above, that the period of the continuance of Ships

in good condition was never so fully ascertained as in the Peace

Mhich commenced in 1783 ;
and the reason partly is, that in no

former period of only the same extent were so many large Ships

built and repaired, and consequently never before was there so

good an opportunity of judging of the time that Ships of the Line

will continue in good condition, on a general average.

To those who are well acquainted with the civil history of the

Navy, it is well known (and the sums voted for building and

repairing Ships corroborate the fact) that exertions were never

made for re-instating the Navy, after a War, in any degree equal

to those made after the end of the American War, which were

* I believe that even the last of these '29 Ships were contracted for, or ordeied

to be contracted lor, before the Earl of S-.nchvich left the Admiralty
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great indeed: nearly 13 Line of Battleships having been annu-

ally built or repaired, throughout the Peace, as shown above,

taking one year with another; whereas, from the 1st of January

1766, to 31st December, 1772, only seven were built or repaired,

each year, on an average*. The consequence of which slow pro-

ceedings in the latter period was, that, throughout the whole of

it, m-arlv as fast as one Ship was built or repaired, one of those

on (he li( of Ships in good condition was found to want repair;

and when the. Armament took place in the year 1770, more than

half the Ships of the Line, nominally in good condition, that were

intended to be put into Commission, were found not to be in a

proper state to be fitted for Sea, to the great mortification and

disappointment of the first Lord of the Admiralty, Sir Edward

Ilawke, and certainly to the great surprise and vexation of others,

who were naturally supposed to be well acquainted with the state

of the Ships lying up tit the several Ports.

It is in vain to hope for impossibilities; and to expect to have a

great number of ellicient Sh'ips, without constantly building and

repairing the necessary number, must always end in disappoint-

ment, and may produce the most fatal consequences: for unless

the state of the other maritime Powers shall become very different

from what they have been ever since the year 1778, it is too

evident that an immense Navy must be maintained, at whatever

expense it may be attended with. And it is surely better that the

public should know what great exertions must be made for that

purpose, even in time of Peace, than that it should entertain

fallacious notions on the subject, and be led to believe that Govern-

ment ought to adopt a system which would terminate in conse-

quences that cannot be thought of but with horror.

If then the great and unprecedented efforts to obtain and sup-

port a very powerful Navy, in the Peace preceding the late War,
when the Ships, &c. in commission required only 18,000 Men to

man them, (and when the wear and tear therefore of our Ships

occasioned only a comparatively trifling interruption to the build-

ing and repairing of Ships,) proved insufficient for the latter pur-

pose, at least to the extent originally intended, before the situation

of affairs in France had occasioned a reduction to take place in our

Naval expenditure; what must bo the condition of a great majo-

rity of our Ships, after a War of more than nine years, during part

* In the Peace commencing in 1763, many Artificers were discharged, and

very little extra was worked in the Dock-yards. And the same practices pre-
vailed in earlier periods.
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of which, from 100 to 120,000 Seamen were employed*; .a par-
tial Peace (it Peace it may be called) of a year, in which no more
could be done in building or repairing Ships, than in the height
of the War: and after another War of tA\o

yeitr:-.' continuance

already! And how can it be for a moment supposed, that the

Service can now be carried on without wrv substantial a
!

.d frozii

the Merchant Builders? Those who really entertain contrary

ideas, either do not know, or tiave very little considered, what an

immense, number of the Ships and Vessels in commission require

refitting in the course of every year, (manf of them more than

once,) at the several Dock-yards ;
how many Shi;.- and Vessels are

necessarily taken into the Service every year, in time of \Var,

either by purchase, or in consequence of captures from the enemy ;

and how much work there is to be done to every one of those so

taken into the Service, to lit them for Sea.

It certainly therefore was wisely determined not to postpone

contracting for the building of 74-gun Ships: and with regard to

the high price per ton that is to be paid for the said Ships, which

is undoubtedly a matter of some consequence, even in a national

point of view, let it be observed, that from the advance which has

taken place in workmen's wages, and in the price of timber ;
and

above all, the increasing scarcity of that article, there Avas no cer-

tainty, and but little if any probability, that the Ships would have

been built on cheaper terms, had the Contracts not been entered

into until after the end of the War. To those, therefore, who are

aware of the difficulties in procuring large oak timber, at any

price, in considerable quantities, the surprise was, not that the

Builders should ask so high a price as 301. per ton for the 74-gun

Ships, and absolutely refuse to take less, but that persons could be

met with to undertake to build so many as ten, on any terms, in

the time allowed for Building those in question.

The foregoing, it will be readily admitted, contains no symp-

toms of party spirit; nor is any thing more meant, than to prevent

either the public at large, or any individuals, from being misled by

those who spt-ak or write under wrong impressions on this inte-

resting subject, as I am neither directly nor indirectly interested

therein, in a pecr.niary way, or in any respect but as a member of

the general community.

* The df-i-ce of interruption to the building and repairing 01 Ships in the

King's Yards must lie nearly in proportion to the number of Seamen e:;ipvyi:d ;

except, that t!ii- casualties in War subject the Ships to a greater decree ot wear

ai:u- tear than i:i time of Peace,

2



From what !> herein stated, and from a few concluding remarks,
if .will bo seen, that whatever aid it may be advisable and prac-

ticable to draw from the Merchants' Yards during the War (agree,

ably to former practice, from the earliest period of our Naval

Hi-.h>ry) or after the War, much more work must still be annually

performed in the King's Yards, during the next Peace, than was

performed in that which succeeded the American War, (much as

was then done,) in order to obtain, or even to keep p, when

obtained, (which it will take eight or ten years of Peace to accom-

plish,) as many large Ships in real good condition, as it seemed

then to be intended to keep up, together with a proportionable

number of smaller Ships and Frigates : as, in the first place, th

tonnage of our Ships, of almost every class, is much increased of

late years; as a great number of them are foreign Ships, and not

so durable as our own : secondly, as much timber and plank
have for several years been used in a less seasoned state than in the

before-mentioned Peace, owing to the scanty supplies that have

been received at the Yards : and, lastly, as from the time that

very many of the Ships will have run without being repaired in a

permanent manner, their repairs will in general require more

labour than heretofore. More artificers must therefore of neces-

sity be employed, or they must be employed more extra time,

according as may be thought most beneficial to the Service.

A WELL-WISHER TO THE BRITISH NAVY.

MR. EDITOR,

THE enclosed justification of a brave man's character by

himself, deserves to be recorded in some more permanent pub-

lication than .a Newspaper; it is therefore forwarded for inser-

tion in your Naval Chronicle, by a well-wisher to that Work.

'^th March, 1805. T .

[From the .Bristol Journal of March 16, 1805.]

ON our arrival at this Port, observing a paragraph in the Lon-
don papers respecting a late action between the Buonaparte French

Privateer, and the Ships Thetis, Ceres, and Penelope, otf Barba-

dos, which makes it appear to the public that the two latter did

wonders, and the Thetis little or nothing ; I now think it incum-

bent on me, and a duty I owe my Crew, as Commander of the

Thetis, to state a few facts, and confute any reports that have been
made of the action; which would have been passed over in silence

b) mo, had they not resorted to the means they have of obtaining
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unmerited credit at the expense of others. The three Ships sailed

in company from Cork, the Thetis to act as Commodore. Nothing
material occurred till the 8th of November, -when at seven A.M.
the Man at our mast-head called out, a Sail! It soon appearing a

suspicious one, I made a signal for an enemy, and to haul our

Wind on the larboard tack to meet her; which was answered by
our Consorts. At nine, the Privateer and the Thetis met; the

ether Ships not sailing so fast, were at this time about one mile

a-stern in her wake: the Prirateer hailed us in English twice,

with English colours flying : the latter we answered with a broad-

side from our larboard guns. Seeing him determined to board us,

we wore Ship and sailed large ;
in the act of doing which, she

raked us twice, ran up alongside under a press of sail, and made
herself fast to our mizen-chains. By this time the other Ships were

nearly up; but instead of coining into action on the enemy's

quarter, which ought to have been their station, bore up before

they reached us, fired live or six guns (the contents of which we
shared with the enemy); and during the whole time (upwards of

one hour) we were lashed together they were sailing a-head of us

at about half a mile distance, although the Crew of the Penelope
went aft to their Commander, and told him it was a shame to see

the Thetis so mauled and render no assistance : this was their

report on board his Majesty's Ship Centaur. At the conclusion of

the fight, a fortunate double-headed shot from our aftermost gun
carried away the enemy's foremast, bowsprit, and main.,top-gallant-

uiast; upon which he cut us adrift, when we hauled our Wind to

the northward, with an intention to gain so far to windward as to

get on his weather-side, where all the wreck was lying. On

examining my Crew, J fouud two killed and seven wounded; our

sails and rigging so much cut that the Ship was ungovernable :

however, by uncommon exertions we got her wore on the other

tack, but only fetched under the enemy's lee, when we passed

almost shaving her, and gave her two broadsides, at the same time

receiving one from her, which wounded two more Men and dis-

ablcd four guns. I afterwards spoke the Ceres, whose Comman-

der inquired into the state of our Ship and Men; he and his Pas-

sengers drank my health, and he expressed himself more than once

(through his trumpet), that he was very sorry it was not in his

power to give us any assistance. I then urged a wish to further

annoy the enemy, as she would be an easy capture ;
his answer

was,
" It is impossible, she has too many Men." During this

lime, for about half an hour, the^enemy was lying a complete log,

f5atJ. (ZT&rtn. Qlol.XIlL NN
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while our Consorts had received no damage. However, at length

ajl throe of us made sail together for ner again, and engaged her at

a distance for about an hour. My wounded being in great agony,
not having <he assistance of a Surgeon on board, I shaped a course

for BarbadoeS) where wo all arrived next evening.

When \ve anchored, I was visited by Captain Richardson, of his

Majesty's Ship Centaur, who immediately sent for a Surgeon, Mr.

Martin, who has my thanks for his particular attention to the

wounded. Commodore Hood very handsomely gave me a pro-
tection for my Crew, and took the wounded into the Royal Hos-

pital.

So little credit was given to the account of the action given by
the Cap/tains of the Ceres and Penelope, at Barbadoes, that they
resorted to the means of obtaining the Captain of the Buonaparte's

signature to a letter, in direct contradiction of his statement, to a

Naval Officer who captured him, which was in the fullest manner

corroborated by the Surgeon who was stopped at Dominica on his

way to Guadaloupe.
The action speaks for itself: neither of the Vessels, the Ceres

or Penelope, was in the smallest degree injured, although one of

them reported he "expended six barrels of gunpowder. Double

that quantity might have been expended with equal effect, as a large

proportion of it was set fire to in the barrels. The Penelope, I

understand, lost a Passenger by a chance shot, yet I believe was

equally as fortunate as the Ceres in escaping without damage.
The steady behaviour of the Thetis's Officers and Crew in this

action, and their conduct during the Voyage, demand my highest

esteem, and will be for ever imprinted on my memory.
Bristol, Uth March, 1805. JOHN CHARNLEY.

M hile in the West Indies, Captain Charnley received a very
handsome letter from a Committee of the Inhabitants of Dominica,
in testimony of his conduct, of which the following is a copy :

To JOHV CHA.UNI-CY, Ksy. Coun/Ktndcr of the Ship TftiiTis, of

Lancaster, Letter of Marque, of 16 guns, 45 Men.

SIR, The inhabitants of this island, subscribers to a fund raised

to reward the Crew of the Thetis, and to offer a Tribute to the

bravery and good conduct of you' her Commander, for having so

gallantly defeated the Buonaparte French Brig, of 20 guns, and
215 Men, to windward of Barbadoes, on the 8th of November last,

thereby protecting two valuable Ships under your convoy ; request
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f you, Sir, through us their Committee, to receive the sum of
2501. sterling, to be disposed of among the Crew as therein men-
tioned.

They further request your acceptance of a piece of plate, of the

Yalue oi 601. sterling, which they have ordered to be made in Lon-

don, bearing an appropriate inscription, as a small tribute from
this community, in testimony of their high sense of your exemplary
and meritorious conduct on that occasion.

(Sigued) RD. HOOTOX, )
Roseau, Dominica, J. P. LOCKHA III, C Committee.
Dec. 5th, 180-1. WM. AiXDEKSOA, )

MR. EDITOR,

AFTER all that has been said -?specting the Catamaran E.vpe.
dition during last Autumn against the enemy, as it was termed in

the House by Mr. Sheridan, the project was by no means entirely

new. It neither originated with Lowl Melville, nor Sir Home

Popham, but was first attempted on a larger sc.il'j, by a Projector
in thu^tear 1693, whose name is lost. This will appear by the fol-

lowing* account, extracted from the Gentleman's Magazine, for

1758, .(Vol. XXVIII, page 253,) published soon after the Expedi-
tion, against St. Maloes, under the Duke of Marlborough and

Commodore Howe :
" On the 13th of November, 1693, seven

years after the Revolution, King William sent out a, Fleet of

twelve Men of War, from 70 to 80 guns, four Bomb-vessels, ten

or twelve Privateers, and several smaller Vessels, under the com-

mand of Captain Bembow, who was afterwards an Admiral. The

contrivance to fire Mortars from Ships at Sea was then a new

invention, hating been iirst made about twelve years before, by
one Renaud, a young Frenchman, who had never seen an action;

and to increase the effect of the Bomb-vessels that were sent with

this Fleet, a new Galliot, of about 300 tons burthen, was so con-

trived, as to be itself one great Bomb, capable of being discharged

wherever she could iloat. In the hold of this Galliot, next the

keel, were stowfid 100 barrels of powder: and as the effect oi"

powder is always in proportion to the resistance, this layer ot

powder was covered with a flooring of thick timber, which was

perforated in several places to admit the train that was to commu-

nicate the fire: upon the top of this floor was laid 300 carcasses,

consisting of grenades, cannon bullets, chain shot, great bars of

iron, and an incredible variety of other combustible matter, which

j

produced a fire that, according to the report of the French at that

time, aud of the author of a late Naval History, could not be
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quenched but by hot water: the Naval Historian adds, that br.

sides the carcasses and combustibles already mentioned, 340 mor-

tars were also put on board, loaded with small bombs and gre-

nades; but it seems highly absurd to suppose that such a number

of mortars should be put on board a Ship, that at one blast was to

be destroyed, by an explosion, which would give of itself the

utmost possible effect to all the bombs and balls which were on

board.
' With this Machine, which from its office was called the INFER-

NAL, the Fleet set sail from Guernsey, the public being utterly

ignorant of its destination. At four o'clock in the afternoon of

the 16th of November, they anchored before one of the entrances

into the Port of the Citj ,
called la Conchal, upon the front of

which was an unfinished Fort, called Quince Fort: about eleven

at night they came within cannon shot of the City, and bombarded

it till four in the morning of the 17th, when they were obliged to

warp, for fear of being aground.
" On the 17th and 18th the Vessels went in again, and the bom-

bardment was renewed ; being still obliged to return before the

Tide was out. On the 19th some of the Sailors went on Shore in

the Island of Cesamber, and burnt a Convent, and on the same

day preparations were made for striking the great blow by playing

off the INTERVAL. An Engineer being put on board carried her

under full sail to the foot of the wall, where she was to be fixed,

notwithstanding all the fire of the place against him; but it hap-

pened that the Wind suddenly veering, forced him off before the

Vessel could be secured, and drove her upon a Rock within pistol

shot of the place where she was to have been moored : all possible

attempts were made to get clear of this Rock, but without effect;

and the Engineer finding that the Vessel had received damage from

the shock, and bs^gan to open, set fire to the train, and left her:

the Sea water that broke in prevented some of lief carcasses from

taking fire, but the Vessel soon after blew up, with an explosion
that shook the whole City like an Earthquake, uncovered about

300 houses, threw down the greatest part of the wall towards the

Sea, and broke all the glass, china, and earthen ware for three

leagues round.
" The consternation of the people was so great, that a small

number of Troops might have taken possession of the place without

resistance, but there was not a Soldier on board the Fleet; the

Sailors however demolished Quince Fort, and having done consi-

derable damage to the Town, the Fleet returned to England.
" S. S."
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MR. EDITOR,

DURING a walk through the beautiful Meadow* that extend

from Richmond, I lately visited the Churchyard of Petersham,
that I might mark the spot where one of our latest Circumnavi-

gators, Vancouver, was buried : arid I must acknowledge my sur-

prise, when, after some time spent in the search, I found only a

plain common Grave, with this singular Inscription: CAPTAIX
GEORGE VANCOUVER DIED IN THE YEAR 1798. Neither the day

of his death, nor his having been an Officer in his Majesty's Navy,
are mentioned. This singular Tomb-stone appears on the south

side of the Churchyard.
^*^s^ g,

MR. EDITOR,

IN the year 1744, when the proud defiance of our enemies was

not cast with so much virulence against us as in the present day,
the following Act of Patriotism is recorded of the Members of

WHITE'S: may the recollection of it induce that and other fashion-

able Clubs to follow so glorious an example.
" The Gentlemen

who use White's Chocolate House in St. James's Street, hav

raised money, by a voluntary subscription, to fit out a Privateer,

to cruise against the French*."

A MEMBER.

P.S. The above reminds me of a somewhat similar letter respect-

ing the Grave of Admiral Haddock, which appeared in the Gen-

tleman's Magazine (Vol. XXX, page 623,) for 1760. And as I

am unacquainted with the effects, if any, which that letter pro-

duced, I have sent it you.
" The Remains of the late Admiral

Haddock lie interred in the Churchyard of Leigh in Essex; at

the east end, next the highway, near those of his Ancestors, but

in a distinct Vault, built by his order a little before his death;

where his maiden Sister first, himself next, and afterwards his

Brother the Comptroller, were deposited. Yet though his body

has been buried about twelve years, no Tomb has bfi-n erected,

as an honorary Monument to that brave Admiral ;
and as there is

already no manifest difference between the place of his interment

and the rest of the Churchyard, (the flat-sward growing thereon,)

I hope, if any of his family remain, that they will speedily erect

a Monument suitable to the memory of so brave and good a

Man."

* Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. XIV, page 333. .
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MR. EDTTOR,

.1 DO not recollect having ever seen any notice in your Chronicle,

of a curious BOAT, made of Sheet Iron, that was launched on the

27th of May, 1777, on the River Foss in Yorkshire. She was

twelve feet long; carried fifteen persons; and was so light that

two Men might carry her. Perhaps a recollection of this may

prove of service to some ingenious Ship-builder.

N^-^i^ U.

MK. EDITOR,

TO preserve fresh water sweet at Sea, the following method has

been long since adopted, and yet is not generally followed, so

naturally careless are Sailors in any thing that relates to their own

comfort. To every hundred gallons of fresh water put a quarter

of a pound averdupois of fine white pearl ashes, and then stop the

Cask. This is preferable to the filtering stone, since the water

can be had in larger quantities for immediate use ; and besides is

not so Hat.

MR. EDITOR,

WHILST you render justice to recent merit,, we must not

forget the gallantry of former days, too much of which is

omitted in the Histories that have appeared. The following

particulars of a Naval Engagement are thus prefaced by a

Letter in the Gentleman's Magazine for November, 1756.

c.

<f I AM a Seaman, within one year of fourscore, who for many
years past have been a constant reader of your Magazine, in this

my last retreat at Greenwich, where I peep, as it were from behind

the curtain, on the present stage of life, and employ my own sim-

ple judgment in approving or condemning the different behaviour

of the actors.

" Among the many accounts you have, for several months past,

given us of battles at Sea and Land, 1 have impatiently expected
to find a more perfect relation of that engagement which his

Majesty's Ships the C'olchcster and Lyme had in May last with

two French Men of War, and which merits much more notice

than has hitherto been taken of it. I enclose you an account, or
rather journal, of the whole action, in which arc evident marks of

great bravery and seamanship, and which, I am well convinced, is
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penned with the utmost truth and exactness, by a warrant Officer

of the Colchester, whom I know to be a Man of great veracity,

and who, after much entreaty, sent it me since their late arrival at

Spkhead from the Mediterranean, and assures me he intended to

have published it himself long ago, but was absolutely forbid the

doing it by his Captain; telling him, it might as well be omitted,

seeing that they had not been so fortunate as to take the Ship they

engaged; and that it was now become common for the generality

of mankind to measure the merit of an action in proportion only
to the success that attended it. But I am not of that persuasion,

and do therefore part with a copy of it, that others may be con.

vinced of the just cause to commend the conduct and behaviour of

Captain Obrian in the affair, who, as my friend also assures me,
was rather pleased than othcrways, at the appearance of the

enemy's superior force, and gave this charge to the First Lieute-

nant: "
You, Sir, as next to me in command, must take charge of

the Ship if I should in the action bo killed, or so wounded as to be

obliged to quit the deck; but it is my directions, that you never

strike our King's colours while there is a possibility of keeping

the Ship above water."

"
Capt. Obrian has often signalized himself, particularly in 1743,

when he was Lieutenant of the Shrewsbury at Carthagena, in the

attack of Boccha Chica Castle, which was taken, though with

great loss. In the same Harbour, with Boats manned and armed,

he took the Galicia Man of War, of 64 guns, first boarding her

himself. In the time of the last rebellion he commanded the

Sheerness, of 20 guns, and retook from the rebels, after a smart

engagement, the Hazard, (by them calk-d the Prince Charles,)

crowded with Officers and Soldiers, with money, arms, and

ammunition, to reinforce and supply the rebel Army then in

Scotland *.

" It is but by public character
that I am acquainted with the pre-

sent Captain Obrian. His father, in the same honourable employ,

I well knew, and served under his command in two of his Majes-

u's Ships, and in several engagements with him, and cannot but

mention him as an Officer worthy the imitation of every gentleman

in the Royal Navy, and am ployed to find the son so lively a

copy of him.
' ;

Vours, &c.

" J. R."
" GremwicJi, A or. C'2.

* See Gentleraaa'5 Ma-aziue, Vol. XV, April.
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" Colchester at Sen, June 20, 17.56.

" The Lyrae, Captain Vernon, and we, the Colchester, Captain

Obrian, were ordered by Admiral Boscawen from the Fleet, to

cruise together on (he Coast of Brittany, and scarce a day passed

but we either burnt or sunk some French Vessel. On the 17th of

May in the morning, took a French Snow laden with deals and

rosin, and an Officer sent on board to burn her. While he was

doing it, the Man at the mast-head called down, that he saw a Sail

in the offing ; upon which Captain Obrian hailed Captain Vernon,
and desired him to make sail, and that he would follow, which we
did with all the sail we could make, as soon as the Officer was

returned from burning the Vessel, and our Boat hoisted in. A
second Sail was espied by the Man at mast-head, and at half-past

nine A.M. we discovered they were enemies, and they the same of

us, making all the sail they possibly could set to get from us, with

top-gallant-royals, lower-top-mast, and top-gallant steering sails,

keeping a good full. Seeing they could not weather us on the

other tack, sometimes they bore away two or three points, then

hauled their Wind; but finding we gained on them fast, and that it

was impossible to escape us, they shortened sail by degrees, till

they were under their three top-sails, hoisted their colours, and

kept close together. We did the same; and as we neared them,
saw plainly the name of each Ship MTote in their stern, the first

called la Fidele, of o'2 guns ; the other 1'Aquilon, of 58, which

we counted very distinctly, the latter having 11 guns below on a,

ide, 12 on her upper deck, four on her quarter deck, and two OH
her forecastle, with a great number of Men at small arms in her

tops, poop, quarter-deck, and forecastle. We had a clear Ship
fore and aft, and every thing ready for action, with colours flying,
and our people in great spirits gave three cheers;, as did the Lyme's
people also. The French indeed answered us, but it was very
faintly. Our Captain's intention was to have gone between the

two enemy's Ships, and to have given them each a broadside, but

they kept too close for us to put that scheme in execution ; we
therefore took the first fire of the Fidele, reserving ours far the

Aquilon, which was the headmost Ship, and at half an hour past
five in the evening,- being close upon her \veather quarter, she

gave us her Avhole broadside below and aloft, as did the Fidele
also at the same time, which we immediately returned with our
whole fire at the Aquilon, as did the Lyme at the other. The
third broadside we received most unluckily broke our tiller rope,

great part of the steering wheel, and lead trumpet, aad directly
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oar Ship came round too ; upon which the Aquilon put her helm
hard a-weather, and raked us fore and aft; and perceiving some-

thing extraordinary had happened on board us, let down their

foresail and bore away, with design, as we supposed, to assist her

comrade, then warmly engaged with the Lyme at some distance.

But we soon got tackles upon our tiller below, shivered our after

sails, put our helm a-port, and followed her, and got between the

two enemy's Ships ;
and on the Aqtiilon's lee bow, and sheering

from bow to bow, gave her five smart broadsides, most of which

raked her fore and aft, and so near as to be almost on board each

other, our yard-arms very near touching hers. We then exchanged
hand grenades for some time from our tops, and one of hers

falling on her forecastle, blew up a great number of musket car-

tridges, but happily did no great mischief. When we raked her

she was silent, and for some time did not fire a gun ;
and her

ensign being foul, our people gave three cheers, thinking she had

struck; upon which the Aquilon put her helm a-lce, hauled up
her foresail, (for we were then going large,) and began to fire

again. At this time our braces, bowlings, &c. being most of them

shot away, we got down our steering sails, tacks for braces, and

hauled upon a Wind ; but she got the weather gage of us, M hich

we could never after recover. We now reeved a new tiller rope,

but it proved too short, so that we were obliged to reeve the

mizen sheet for a tiller rope, and put a luff tackle in lieu, and

continued engaging about point blank musket shot, (the Lyme and

Fidele also still engaged, but at a considerable distance from us.)

The great quantity of bar-shot, pieces of old iron bars, &r. which

the French fired in upon us, tore our sails and rigging all to shat-

ters, our mizen top-sail down, the sheets, stoppers, and slings,

entirely shot away, and the mizen all to pieces. In short, every

thing so torn and cut to pieces, that we had not the Ship under the

least command; and lucky for us it was fine weather
7

and smooth

water, or we must have lost all our masts, being all very much

wounded, and scarce a whole shroud left to secure them. We saw-

before dark two of the Aquiion's ports beat into one, and about

*ten o'clock several great explosions on board her, and were so

near, that the wads from each Ship fell on the decks on fire, and

one from her guns came into an upper deck port of ours, beat a

cartridge of powder out of the Man's hand that was going to put

it into the gun, which set fire to some others, and blew up all the

people near that gun in a terrible rnaimer. Other wads set fire to

i?ron, fflol.XIII.
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our hammocks on the poop, but it was happily soon extinguished.

Thus we continued to engage till about half-past twelve at night,

when the Aquilon hauled on board her fore tack, set all the sail

she could, kept close upon a Wind, and left us in such a situation

as was impossible for us to follow her. The Lyme and Fidele

had left oli' engaging about an hour and a half before us. Besides

the shattered condition of our sails, masts, and rigging, AVC received

several shot between Wind and Water, and were obliged to turn

our people from the guns to pump Ship, for we made four feet

water an hour, and heeled Ship to stop our leaks with plugs and

tallow. All the remaining part of the night and next day we

were employed in knotting, splicing, and reeving new rigging, and

bending other sails. rOur Officers and Men behaved well, and in

high spirits during the whole engagement; but our guns were very

weakly manned, our people being obliged to help each other to

run them out when loaded, and were all very much fatigued,

having been up 35 hours. We had no more than four Men killed

on the spot, and 35 wounded, several of whom are since dead of

their wounds, and others not expected to recover. .The Aquilon

(by the account wo have of a Danish Ship from France) had

upwards of 60 Men killed, and a great number wounded, and went

into Rochefort with great difficulty, being much shattered in her

hull. The disproportion of the killed and wounded between us

and the French may be easily accounted for, by considering, that

it is their continual practice to fire at our masts and rigging, in

order to disable our Ships that way; and that they have generally
almost double our number of Men. In this action we iircd up-
wards of 40 broadsides, which is at least four tons, 300 weight of

powder, and all well expended, not a single gun iired but so near

as to do execution on the enemy wherever it took place, and every

thing conducted with as little noise and confusion as possible,

during the \*'iole engagement, which was full six hours and a half.

After this it might be expected we should immediately have steered

for some Port, (as we find the Lyme did,) but our Captain judged
it more the duty of an Officer to do his utmost to rejoin his

Admiral, which we did, and had the Carpenters from every Ship
in the Fleet to fix our masts, yards, &c. and repair our hull; and

>vith a fresh supply of stores and ammunition, I do suppose we
shall make out the time first intended for our Cruise.
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PLATE CLXXVI.

LOHD HOOD'S ACTION WITH DE GEASSE, BASSETERHE
BOAD, JAN. 25, 1782.

A View of the Action between the British Fleet of trcenty-tzco
Sail of the Line, under the Command of Rear-Admiral Sir

SAMUEL HOOD, and the French Fleet of twenty-eight Sail of
the Line, commanded by the Comte de GRA.SSE, going into,
and anchoring in Basseterre Road, St. Christopher's, January
the 25th, 172.

EXTRACT.

(T\\N
the 25th of January, 1782, at daylight, the enemy were to

^^ leeward on the larboard tack, standing to the southward in a

line a-head: soon after the signal was made for the British Fleet

to form the line a-head on the starboard tack; variety of signals

were occasionally made, and at half-past nine the Fleet brought

to, at half-past ten the enemy tacked in succession, keeping close

to the Wind, with a view to cut off our rear.

At two o'clock the signal was made to prepare to anchor: at 25

min. past two the enemy's van Ship was almost opposite our centre,

and nearly within random shot, their centre and rear thronging to

attack our rear, and they immediately began firing ; about three

o'clock the leading Ship anchored off Salt Pond Bay, the rest of

the Fleet anchored in succession, the enemy veering as the British

Ships anchored ;
the rear were still very warmly engaged, but not

with that spirit as might have been expected -from their great supe-

riority in number and situation ; at six the firing ceased on both

sides, the British Fleet having all anchored, and the French Fleet

standing to the southward.

This bold manoeuvre, equally mortifying as astonishing to the

enemy, was as happily conceived as executed.

The Plate which we here annev is from a Drawing of Mr.

POCOCK'S, taken from a Sketch made by a gentleman who hap-

pened at the time to be on a visit at a friend's, on a height

between Basseterre and Old Road.

On the Fore Ground, horse taking fright at the noise of the

cannon reverberating among the hills : the Buildings, part of the

AVorks of the Sugar Estate, and the Circular Mound ;
a Cattle

Mill, unrigged ;
in the distance appears the Island of Nevis, with

the Salt Ponds, down to Frigate Bay : the British Fleet partly

come to anchor, the French engaging, and hauling to the southward

ift succession.
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1803.

(March April.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

r~pIIE Naval Profession, and the Public at large, are so much occupied with the.

spirit that liuth been shown in the House of Commons, tliat we havfc resolved

to sacrifice the loss important articles of our Chronicle, in order to give ample room

to one of the most extraordinary and momentous Naval Debates that History

lias ever recorded. Our Readers may therefore rely on a full and impartial

account.

The following requisition, preparatory to this debate, was presented to the

Lord Major on the first of April, signed by several Liverymen; whom his Lord-

ship informed that lie should lake their application into consideration, and give an

answer :

" MY Lone, We, the undersigned Liverymen, do request your Lordship to-

convene a Common Hall, upon an early day, to consider the flagrant abuses in.

the management and expenditure of the public money, brought to light by the

Reports of the Commissioners appointed by Parliament to investigate the same
;.

and to instruct our Representatives strenuously to promote and prosecute alt

inquiries into the said abuses ;
and also to vote for such motion* as may have for

their object the removal from his Majesty's Councils, or any place of trust or

profit under the Government, all persons who may be implicated in the said

abuses."

LORD MELVILLE'S LETTER TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF
NAVAL INQUIRY.

" CENTLF.MEX, March 28, 1805.

'

Having read your Tenth Report, and observing particularly the following

paragraph in the 141st page' However the apprehension of disclosing delicate

and confidential transactions of Government might operate with Lord Melville, i:>

withholding information respecting advances to other departments, we do nut

perceive how that apprehension can at all account for his refusing to state, .

ther he derived any profit or advantage from the use or employment of money
issued for the services of the Navy. If his Lordship had received into his hands

such monies, as were advanced by him to other department*, and had replaced
them as they were repaid, he could not have derived any profit or advantage from

such transactions, however repugnant they might be lo the provisions of the Legis-

lature, for the safe custody of public money.'
" I think it necessary to state the following observations, in order to place in

their just view the grounds on which I declined answering your question, and
which you appear not to have accurately understood.

" When you llrst called upon me for information, I stated to you that I had

not materials on which I could frame such an account as you required me at that

time to prepare; and in a communication with Mr. Trotter, before my examination

on the .

r
i'.h of November last, I learnt, for the first time, that in the Accounts he

had 'kept respecting my pmate concerns, he had so blended his own private
monies with what he had in his hands of public money, that it was impossible for

lurn to ascertain with precision whether the advances he had occasion lo male to

me in the course of his running private account with ;ne, were made from the one
or from the other aggregate sums which constituted his balance with Me:--r:-:.
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Coutts. This circumstance, which I understood Mr. Trotter had distinctly com*

mfwicated to you, made it impossible for me to return any other answer than I did

tj the general quotioa which you put to me' Vv hethc.r Mr. Trotter had applied

any of the money issued for currying on the current service of the Navy for my
benefit or advantage?' and to this circumstance I uniformly referred in mj
answer to other question* respecting the manner in which Mr. Trotter applied the

money in his hands.
" When you put the question to me, * Whether I did direct or authorize Mr,

Trotter to lay out or apply, or cause to be laid out or applied, any of the money
issued for carrying on the current servica of the Navy, to my benefit or advan-

tage?' my answer was,
' To the best of uiy recollection I never did.' That

answer I now repeat. Had you proceeded to inquire, Whether I had ever any

understanding expressed ur implied with Mr. Trotter respecting any participation

of advantage derived from the custody of the public money, or whether I at any
time kaowinelv derived any advantages to myself from any advances of public

money ? I should have no hesitation in declaring, as I now declare, that there never

was anv such understanding, nor anv thing like it, between Mr. Trotter and

myself; that I never knowingly derived any such advantages; and that whatever

emolument accrued to Mr. Trotter in the conduct of the pecuniary concerns of the

otlice was, so far as I am informed, exclusively his own.

' With respect to any advances which Mr. Trotter might make on my private

account, I considered myself as debtor to him alone, and as standing with regard

fo him in no other predicament than I should have done with any other man of

business, who might be in occasional advance to me in the general management

of my concerns entrusted to him. It is impossible for me to ascertain, from any

documents or vouchers in my hands or nc.v existing, what the extent of those

advances might have h'-en at any particular period. The accounts which you

l.ave inserted in your Report, I never saw till I saw them in tiie Report itself.

They are no accounts of nunc, nor am I parry to them. They contain a variety

of sums issued nominally to me, which never came into my hands, and they gave.,

no credit for various sums received by Mr. Trotter on my private account from my

.-alary as Treasurer of the Navy, and other sources of income, of which he was in

the receipt, nor do they take any notice of the security of which he was irt

possession, for the re-payment of any balan-.e at any time due to him Irom pri-

vate funds.

" With respert to the suras of naval money advanced to me, and applied to

other services, I do not feel it iiece^ary to make any additional observations-

-xcept to declare, that all those sums were returned to the funds from winch they

were taken, having in no instance been withdrawn from it for any purpose of pri-

vate emolument or advantage. Before I conclude, I wish to correct an inatcuracy

-which I observe in one part of the evidence in Appendix No. 7, page 192. The

question is put to me, ' Did you derive any profit or advantage from the use or

employment of money issued for carrying on the current service of the Navy,

between the 19th August 1802, and SQth April 1303; or between the 1st Fe-

bruary 1784, and 31st December 1785, during which periods you held the office

of Treasurer of the N;n y ?' Which question I there answer by a reference to

answer given to a similar question put to me before. This answer is inaccurate,

ia so far as it contains a reference to Mr. Trotters mode of bleu

funds in his private account with Messrs. Coutt-s. Mr. Trotter was not Paymaster

till the year 1786. Tins circumstance, therefore, relative to Mr. Trotter", accc

wHich precluded my returning an answer to your former questions,
do not apply
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to the periods specified in that mentioned
;
and I can therefore have no difficulty

in (It-daring, thai during those periods I did not derive any advantage from the

use or employment of public mom*}' issued for carrying on the service of the

Navy. Having stated these facts, it is almost unnecessary to add> that I am at

any time ready to verify them upon my oath.

" I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
" MELVILLE."

ANSWER OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF NAVAL INQUIRY TO
LORD MELVILLE.

"
Office of Naval Inquiry, Great George Street,

" MY tORD, \ April 2, 1805.
/

" WE have received your Lordship's Letter of the 28th of last month, by which

you intimate that we appear not to have accurately understood the grounds oil

which you declined answering our questions, and submit to us some observations,

in order to place those grounds in their just view, and also express a wish, before

you conclude, to correct an inaccuracy in one part of your evidence, and a

readiness to verify by your oath the facts stated in that letter.

" If it be the object of this communication, that we should again require your

Lordship's attendance, for the purpose of being examined touching these matters,

and that we should make a Supplemental Report upon the result of that examina-

tion, and such other examinations as we might thereupon judge necessary, there

can be no disinclination on our parts (as far as we are concerned in the proceed-

ing) to meeting your Lordship's wishes : But it appears to us that the inquiry,

which is the subject of the Tenth Report, has attained that period, when it would

not become us to adopt such a measure, merely upon the suggestion of any of the

parties to whose conduct that Report relates.

We were occupied several months in investigating the mode of conducting the

business of the office of Treasurer of the JVavy. Those who were examined by us

had the fullest opportunity of starting and explaining all things which related to

the management of that department, or to the share which they respectively had

in it ; and of correcting at any time, during the progress of the inquiry, any
mistakes which might inadvertently have been made. Our opinions and observa-

tions upon the irregularities! and abuses which we discovered, were formed and

drawn up with the utmost care and deliberation ;
and they are now submitted to

the three branches of the Legislature, as the Act, by which we are appointed,

r-'quires. If it could be made to appear upon a representation to them, that anj
thing has been omitted on our part, that any misunderstanding or error had

occurred, and that a further inquiry is advisable upon these, or any other grounds,
it would be for them to direct such further inquiry, and to decide by whom, and
in what manner, it should be prosecuted; but, in the present circumstances, it

appears to us tUat we cannot with propriety resume it.

" We have the honour to be, my Lord,
" Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servants,

" CH. M. POLE,
i:\VAN LAW,
JOHN FORD,
H. NICHOLLS,
W. MACKWORTH PRA ED."
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on
A requisition to the Sheriffs of Middlesex, to call a meeting of the County _..

the subject of the Tenth Report of the Naval Commissioner-*, which was proposed
l>y Major Cartwright, was signed by several of the Freeholders present.
Lord Melville's resignation was tendered to his Majesty at Windsor, March 31,

by Mr. Pitt, and accepted.

KING'S LEVEE, MARCH 21.

Sir Charles Pole, who attended the Drawing-room, was to have presented to hi<

Majesty the Eleventh Report of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, elegantly
bound and embellished

;
but as his Majesty was absent holding a Council at the

Queen's House, the presentation of course did not take place. We have given a
short extract on our Wrapper.

Orders have been issued from the Admiralty of Copenhagen, to place, as soon
as the weather permit, the following beacons in the Categat:

1. .'"wo beacons, each 20 feet high, with brooms at the top, are to be placed,
one on each side the Trindle, north of Loc-ssce, in about 33 feet water.

2. Four ditto are to be placed along the edge of the reef, S. S. E. from the east

point of the Locssoe, the two nearest the Trin Jle somewhat lower than the other
two the one nearest the land in 24 feet water, and the other three in 30 feet,
and distant half a Danish mile, or about two English miles from each other.

3. Orte ditto, of 20 feet high, will be placed on the point of the reef of the

Knobben, east of Ariholt, and Ships keeping cast pf the beacon are clear of
the reefs.

Extract of a T.ettcrfrom Penang, July 22.

" Public notice has been given here, that letters have been received from Mr.

Drummond, Chief Supra-cargo at Canton, stating, that the Spanish Government
at Manilla had fitted out a large Vessel of War, commanded by a Frenchman, to

cruise oil' Cochin China and in the Chinese Seas. This information is given to all

Masters of Vessels.

"
Captain Lander, Commander of a fine Ship belonging to this Port, with his

two European Officers, and many of his Crew, were muj'dered on their passage
from the eastward by the Javemen of his Crew, who also scuttled the Ship ;

for-

tunately Captain Snowball, of a Brig bound to Bengal, fell in with her, stopped
the holes the villains had made, and brought the Ship to anchor in these

Roads."

The Dauntless, a new Frigate, which has been built at Hull, is arrived at Wool-

wich, for the purpose of being fitted for immediate service.

The Impregnable, of 98 guns, building at Chatham
;
and the Ocean, of 98 guns,

building at Woolwich, are ordered to be finished for launching.

A very curious conversation passed, some time since, between Buonaparte and

the Dutch Admiral Verheuil, in which the former displayed his usual intempe-

rance and arrogance. He sent for Verheuil, to consult with him on the expe-

diency of ordering the Expedition to sail from the French and Dutch Ports for

the Invasion of England, and to know his opinion on the probability of success.

Verheuil said, that upon such a subject he found himself bound to give his

opinion without reserve, even though it should offend. His opinion, he said, was,

that if the Expedition sailed in its present state, the only result that he could

anticipate would be defeat and disgrace. Buonaparte conld not conceal bis

anger, and treated Verheuil with the greatest insolence. The latter behaved with

great firmness ou the occasion, and desired the Usurper to recollect that he was

spiking to a Batavian Officer. After a few moments' reflection, BuonaparHS

Covered his temper, and made, a slight apology to M.. Verhtr.il.
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Captain R. O. Vincent, the gallant Commander of the late Arrow Sloop, is the

eldest son of Mr. Vincent, Banker, of Westbury.

Madrid, Feb. 20. To provide as much as possible for the extraordinary

expenses which will he incurred by the fitting out of our Navy, recourse has heen

had to the commercial class. Cadiz and Madrid have each contributed a million

of piasters; and an equal sum is expected from the other commercial cities. By
means of these und other contributions, we shall be able to fit out 26 Ships of the

Line. There is, however, a want of Sailors, as within the last two or three years

more than 10,000 of them, falling victims, to poverty and famine, have, been

obliged to enter into foreign |ervice.

An Uniform sword and hat are to be immediately adopted by jhe Officers of

the Navy.
A few months back a meeting took place, of the Gentlemen interested in the

long standing claims of the mercantile interest of this country against the Spanish

Government, when it was resolved to make application to Mr. Pitt for that

redress, which in vain they had sought for from the Court of Madrid. The.

Minister pave all due attention to their case, and promised every assistance and

relief which could fairly he, extended to them ; and he has now fulfilled his pro-

mise. A few days since it was officially made known to the claimants, that the

treasure detained by the English Government in the Spanish plate Ships or

otherwise, previous to the declaration of War, is to be appropriated in the first

instance to the discharge of the claims above stated, with all possible expedition ;

for which purpose Commissioners are appointed, one by the claimants and

another by Government. Some of the dollars are already safely lodged in the

Bank, the remainder are coming up from Plymouth, and were insured by the

claimants on Saturday. Some of the claims are very large one house at Exetejr

demands 100,0001. We should suppose, however, that all the treasure detained

before the declaration of War is not destined to the discharge of these claims.

Part of it we imagine will be divided amongst the Crews of the Frigates by which

the Spanish Ships were detained.

Captain Lind, in his letter to Admiral Rainier, giving an account of the defence

of the Centurion, of 50 guns, against the attack of the Marengo, of 80 gnns, and

the two Frigates 1'Atalante and la Semillante, of 36 guns each, mentions his getting

on board the Centurion with great difficulty and danger. The circumstances

were, that immediately after he was informed that there were suspicious Ships

coming into the Roadstead, he hurried down to the Beach, and got into a Boat

manned with natives : they proceeded some distance, ignorant of the cause of his

hurry ;
but immediately the firing commenced, they wanted to return to the

Shore; he prevented them doing so, but could not make them, cither by threats

or promises, put him on board during the firing. For some time the Boat was in

the line of fire
;
and as he would not let the Boat be carried on Shore, the Boat-

men were with great difficulty prevented by Captain Lind from jumping over,

board, swimming to the Shore, and leaving him alone in the Boat. At last a

favourable opportunity offered
;
the Boatmen embraced it quickly, then took the.

Boat to the nearest Port, and ran off into the country, as did many of the inlia*

bifants of (lie town of Viceagapatnam.

Tuesday, March 5, the foundation stone of the East India Docks, now con-
bt mot ing at Blackball, was laid by Captain Joseph Huddurt (in the absence of the

CL'.iiinun, J'.M-ph Cotton, Esq. who WHS confined by illness), and John Woolmore.

I'">|. the D-.-puty Chan-man, with some others of the Directors, amidst a numerous
cuncoursc oi people, who testified their good wishes for the iuccess of the under-
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talcing, which is eminently calculated to promote the security of the. F.iist India

"Shipping, &c. by giving three cheers on the occasion. These Docks, thousjli not

so iarge in capacity as either the London or West India Docks, will be capable of

admitting Ships of much lavger burden, by having deeper water, and locks of lar-

ger dimensions. They consist of two Doc-ks and an entrance Basin. That (if

discharging inwards will cover eighteen acres
; that for outward-bound Vessels,

nine acres; the entrance Basin will be about three acres
;
so that there will be in

.all thirty acres of water.

Extract of a Letter frnm Romlm/, dated 7th June, 1804.

" While cruising on the Malabar Coast in his Majesty's Ship St. Fiorenzo, com-

manded by Captain Bingham, we took a Cliasse Maree with two six-pound pni*
and six two-pound swivels. We first discovered her from the mast-head at day

light in the morning, and chased her til! about ten, when, being within about three

miles of her, and the Wind dying quite away, we saw her get out her sweeps.

We had unfortunately some time before lost our Launch, but our Captain imme-

diately sent the Barge and six-oared Cutter in chase with twenty-four Men, whii-h

proved to be exactly the same number as were on board the French Vessel. Siie.

got her guns on one side, and fired them and musketry at us at least fifteen tin;;'-,

.as we were approaching her. Our fellows, however, rowed up in face of it,

boarded her sword in hand exactly at twelve o'clock, and carried her in five.

jninutes. It is scarcely credible, but it is an actual fact, that the first and second

/Captains were shot through their bodies, and appearing dead, were thrown over-

.board, but they were afterwards picked np again, and have since recovered, as

have also three other Frenchmen who were badly wounded. Providence pro-

tected us, for we had culy one Man slightly cut across the hand. Small as this

Vessel was, he,r capture, which was a very "allant business, may be of more

importance than at first sight appears to belong to it. She was in all respects a

small Man of War, and had been fitted for the purpose of landing three French

Officers to endeavour to stir up the Mahratta Chieftains to War. They had been

put on Shore before we fell in with the Vessel, and she was on her return with

dispatches, which were thrown overboard as we were rowing towards her. Our

Captain, as soon as he found what business they had been upon, with his usual

activity and zeal in the Service, sent off expresses in various directions, by winch

means the three Officers and their dispatches were caught at 1'oonah."

Imperial parliament.

HOUSE OF COMMON'S, MOVDAY, APRIL 8.

NAVAL DEBATES.

never recollect a fulle cr more anxious attendance of MeraVrs. There

were, so earls' as the t m of the Speaker's taking the Chair, near!

Members in the House ;
there were afterwards between 5 and (J'JO

;
and.it so

late an hour as five in the morning 45'J divided. The Prince of Hales and Duke
of Clarence were under the gallery. Few of the Members left the House for any

length of time during the course of the Debate, long and late as it was. The
concourse of strangers too was very great. Some were in the avenues and

passages so early as .seven in the morning. Many came from d;sUuu parts of vis*

CQat. <zr&ron. (HcI.XIII. r r
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Country. By nine o'clock the staircases were crowded, and the gallery was filled

and crammed \\nlun a Jew miiui! .s ;iiier it was opened.

Sir r/Mr/M Pale, tiie President of the Board of Naval Inquiry, attended this

important Debate ; but, actuated by a sense of honourable feeling, retired befora

the division.

LORD MELVILLE. TENTH REPORT.

Mr. Whilhvffid rose. He said that it had originally been his intention to move,
that the House should resolve itself into a Committee of the whole House, to

consider of the variety of matter contained in the Tenth Report of the Commis-
t-ioners of Naval Inquiry ; but as this might have been productive of some dif-

ficult v> and as be was determined that the discussion of this important subject
yhoi.ld not be allowed to evaporate in a dispute about the forms, but be solely
confined to the substance of it; he had changed his purposed mode of proceed-

ing, into certain propositions grounded upon that Report, which, before he

concluded, he should have the honour to submit to the House. The Honourable
Gentleman passed a high eulogimn on the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry.

lYeling every due respect for all preceding Commissions of a similar nature, he
must be sdlo v<-d to say, that the proceedings of none had been so honourable

;

that the labours of none had been so indefatigable ;
and that the result of the

exertions of none had been so advantageous to the public, as tho?e of the present.
Ihe House well knew that thi* Commission originated in the Board of Admiralty.
over which a Noble Earl presided; who, after combating and defeating the open
enemies of his Country upon the Ocean, returned to explode those mines of

corruption, the existence of which rendered useless the most brilliant victories.

The. Commissioners had made various Reports, all of which contain* d matter

highly deserving of investigation, but on none of these Reports had anv proceed-
ings been instituted. These Commissioners had experienced greater difficulty in

the execution of their oHice than any of their predecessors, he sincerely believed ;

and their merit was therefore greater. In the course of their Inquiries they had
roet with rude rebuff's in the different Offices, through the corruption of which

they waded
; they had been violently opposed by the. whole host of those whose

depredations upon the Public they were unveiling ; they had been taunted with

the appellation of Inquisitors, and every possible means had been used, but in

Vain, to disgust them with the employment which they had so nobly and disin-

terestedly taken upon themselves ; and he was as firmly persuaded, that the

Public, whose interests had been so essentially served by their perseverance
amidst all these obstacles, would not be found deficient in gratitude. They had

dragged into day facts which had eluded the vigilance of all former Commissions ;

and it now only remained, to endeavour to bring to Justice the Delinquents whom
their patriotic labours had so completely exposed to light. He was convinced
that he need not descant on the importance of this subject. When any Person
bad been ineonlestably proved to have flagrantly violated the Law himself, and
to have connived at the violation of it in others ; when, in addition, he wa

exposed to the strongest suspicion of being an accomplice in the guilt, and a

participator in the g.tins of such inferior culprits; if the House did their duty,
they should at least arraign and censure him

;
and by so doing, confer the

greatest benefit on their Country. In the present exhausted state of our Finances,
it would show the People that the House of Commons were determined that the,

Revenues should be frugally administered
;
that they would keep a watchful eye

.over (hose entrusted wiili the disposal of them
;
and that no man, however high

his rank, or however sanctified by the public confidence of many years, should
be suffered to infringe the laws enacted for their regulation, with greater impunity
than what would attend the meanest depredator in existence. Should the

House, however, not come to a decision on the subject ;
or should they, in

defiance of the clearest evidence that could possibly be adduced of the guilt of
an individual, agree to find him not guilty, what would then be the opinion of
the People o.i their conduct r Would they not say, and say justly,

"
it is for

the emoluments of your situations that you contend for them, and for those
alone

; regardless of Justice, Honour, or Public Virtue, you wish for the Places
of those who are accused before you, merely jlwt you "may reap the same mi-
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quitous advantages : not from the laudable ambition of serving your Country,
but for the base sordid expectations of Gain ?" The Honourable Gentleman
here entered upon a long and close investigation of the Tenth Report of the

Commissioners. It contained matter in which Lord Melville, Mr. Trotter, Mr.

Wilson, and Mr. Mark Sprott, were deeply implicated; sonic imputation of

blame too attached to the Bank of England, who, according to the evidence given

by one of their own Officers, had issued money on the draughts of Mr. Trotter

in an illegal and unjustifiable manner. If he had not been very much misin-

formed, the Right Honourable Gentleman opposite came in for a share of the

delinquency, for being privy to the practice of drawing the public money illegally
out of the Bank of England, without having put a stop to it. "With Mr. Trotter

he should have little to do at present : at a future period he must become the

object of a distinct charge. In bringing an accusation agaiust Lord Melville, he

was sensible he accused no nu an person. The Noble Lord, during his whole lite,

had enjoyed a great share of the public confidence : for near thirty years he had

almost constantly occupied Offices, for which his industry and his talents had

been supposed peculiarly to qualify him. During that period he had possessed
more extensive patronage than any Man in the Kingdom ;

and of course both in

and out of Parliament he was surrounded by friends and connexions, who were,

he apprehended, more willing than able to defend him in his present situation.

When the origin of that Act of Parliament, for the violation of which the Noble

I/jrd now stood accused, was considered, it would be found to be attended with

circumstances of peculiar aggravation. At the close of the American \Var, when
the Country was in the greatest distress, and when that distress was increased by
the profusion which existed in all the Departments of public expenditure, peti-

tions were presented to Parliament from all parts of the Kingdom, in consequence
of which certain Resolutions were adopted by the House of Commons, on the

motion of Lord George, Cavendish. The Honourable Gentleman here read the

Resolutions of the Committee of that period on this subject. They gave it as

their opinion, that the. Paymaster General of the Army and the Treasurer of the

Navy, should not be allowed, directly or indirectly! to use the Public Money
lying in their hands for their own advantage. They deprecated the leaving of

large balances in the hands of the Treasurer of tliL- Navy ;
and suggested, as

essentially necessary, to remedy the grievances complained of, that for the iuture

the Treasurer of the Navy should be merely an Accountant to the Public. Im-

mediately after the Resolutions had passed, a reform took place in the N*ey

Office. The salary of the Treasurer was onlv two thousand pounds a year, but

then he was permitted to enjoy the interest of the balances in his hands; the

lalary was augmented to four thousand pounds, and all fees, emoluments, and

advantages derived from the use of the Public Money, were strictly
forbidden.

Mr. Barre, the then Treasurer, immediately paid all the balances in his possession

into the Bank of England ; and proved, that from that period neither he, nor any
oneof those under him, had received any emolument whatever of that description.
To Mr. Barre succeeded Lord Melville in his first Treasurership. Whether ha

kept the Public Money in the Bank of England, in an iron chest, or at his private

Banker's, it is impossible at this distance of time to say. In the extraordinary
Letter which he sent the week before last to the Commissioners of \aval Inquiry,
the Noble Lord declares he never derived any advantages from the useol'ir.

Lord Blaney followed, and had made a similar declaration. On the 5th of

January 1784, Lord Melville again became Treasurer of the Navy, which situ-

ation be retained until the 1st of June 1800, and it was to this period of sixteen

years that the Honourable Gentleman intended to conline his animadversions.

In 1785, the Right Honourable Gentleman opposite to him proposed a plan of

public retrenchment, founded on the Report of the Committee before mentioned,
in which he held out the most brilliant prospects to the Country; but unfortu-

nately he v-'as mistaken as to the character of the Persons whom he had selected

to carry this plan into execution. The Noble Lord had been one of the Person.',

and one too in whoso praise the Right Hon. Gentleman had been most loud.

As if he had been solicitous to place himself apparently ia the van of reformers,
that lie might with more facility suppress all reform, the Noble Lord himself in*

fircduced the Bill tor regulating the Office of. Treasurer of ;lis Nayy, lira EUl
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passed into n Law, the language, of which was so clear and determinate, that he

would defy tlir most dexterous La\\ yer in the profession to torture the Letter of

it into HHV construction foreign to the obvious one. The preamble of the Act
xiated it to tie founded on the 11 -port ot'the Committee, and intended to render

the Treasurer of the1

Navy an Accountant instead of a Banker; by which means
neither he, nor any of those under him, would incur the temptation of hazarding
the Public Money in unsafe .speculations. There was one Provision in the Act,
the operation of which was to commence on the 1st of July, 178.5, to which he
wished particularly to call the attention of the House. It wa-> therein directed,

that on tbat day all the Public Money in the possession of the Treasurer of the

\avy should be deposited in the .Mank of England, and that from that day no

part of it should be issued from the Bank but on Drafts, specifying the service

tor which it wa.s intended. Lord Melville, however, on his own sole authority

i
i -ironed making tins deposit until the 1st of January, 1786. Why ? Because-,

forsooth, the arrangements ni his Ollice could not be completed before the time !

"What, not in six months! The falsity of the cause thus assigned for this shame-
ful delay was evident, and impelled us to search for the true one. On the 3lst

December 1784, the balance of the Public Money in Lord Melville's hands did

rut much exceed 70,000!. He was directed by Act of Parliament to transfer

this Sum to tin- Bank of England on the 1st of July, 1785 ;
but on the 31st of

December, 178.3, he had not done so, and the balance then amounted to above
a hundred and thirteen thousand pounds, being an increase of about forty-three
thousand pounds. No proof could he established

;
but the fair inference to be

drawn from this delay undoubtedly was, that Lord Melville had withheld the

Public Money from its proper destination for the purpose of his own private
emolument. This transaction wa.s comprehended in what he would call the first

part of Lord Melville's sex/ond Treasury-ship. In the second part arose the Facts

which formed the basis of the charges against the Noble Lord. He would state

them under three distinct heads. The first was, that under his own authority,
without the consent of Parliament, and even indirect violation of the Act of

Parliament, he had diverted to other Public Services the Money appropriated by
Law to the Naval Department. Secondly, that he had connived at a System of

peculation in an individual, u ho will hereafter be responsible for his own conduct,
but for whom Lord Melville is now responsible. To these two Charges he would
confine the Propositions which he meant to submit to the House to-night ; but,

unless what had been said could be unsaid, and what had been done, undone ;

there existed but too clear a proof thai Lord Melville had participated in the

fraudulent profits of his Auenr. Should the House agree to his present motion,
he pledged himself to prosecute this part of the Subject still further. To tht;

honour of Men who have held high official situations in this Country, it must be

said, that a cliarge of a similar nature has not been brought for many years. The
last exhibited was by Lord Melville himself against a Gentleman who filled an

important Ollice abroad, Sir T. Rumbold. In a case like the present he did not
conceive that there existed any necessity for a precedent ;

but if there did, he
should be unwilling to follow that just mentioned, as he thought too much severity
had been shown in the proceedings. ]lis intention was to move certain Reso-
lulions, grounded on the Report of the Commissioners, and coupled with Reso-
lutions of censure of the conduct of the Noble Lord. The House would after-

wards have to consider in what way to proceed. It was highly material lo

consider the nature of the evidence that had been adduced. In the first place,
the Commissioners discovered that, in direct contradiction to the Law, certain

enormous deficiencies existed in the Department of Treasurer of the Navy,
amounting at an average to about 43 or 44,0001. a year, (whether a little less or

a htile more was immaterial, it wa.s not the sum, but the infraction of the Law-

thai rendered the transaction culpable.) On that foundation ihe 'Commissioners'

raised their investigation. He should have frequent occasion to name Mr. Trot-
ter in the course of his Speech: he would therefore observe here, that what

applied to Mr. Troiter did not apply to him alone
;
Mr. Trotter and Lord Mel-

ville were one and the same. It was but too clear that Mr. Trotter, having such
n
principal as Lord Melville, his Lordship could not want such a second as Mr.

Trotter. . Haying referred to, and read a part of the Report of the Cotnmis-
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sioncrs, describing the nature of the Office of Treasurer of the Navy, he observed,
that in order to show the situation of aggravated delinquency in which Lord
Melville stood, it was necessary to state, that the Otiice of Treasurer of the Navy,
subsequent to the Act of Parliament in 1785, was regulated by an Order of
Council, on the motion of Lord Melville himself, drawn up by him, and presented
to the King. This was on the 9th of August, 1786. The Honourable Member
read the Order of Council, stating that the Treasurer of the Navy had submitted
to his Majesty a Plan regulating the Office, and carrying the Act into effect, par-

ticularly with respect to the salary of the Paymaster; tkat his Majesty hail Uik<'u

the same into his Royal consideration, had been pleased to approve of it, and
had given directions for carrying it into effect. There were two stages of

aggravation in the conduction of the Noble Lord : first, his bringing in an Act
of Parliament, which he had afterwards violated

; and, secondly, submitting it as

a mockery to the King ; and from that time to the present moment, nev

attending to the Act of Parliament, or to the Order of Council, in any one wa
whatever. The first violation of the Act, and of the Order of Council, was

^

those deficiencies, the existence of which had been proved. Mr. Trotter, a*

Paymaster, had been called upon to explain why such deficiencies had been

suffered to exist. On this part of the subject he desired to say a few words, as

to the evidence given by Mr. Trotter and the other Persons mentioned in the

Report : some of tin-in had undoubtedly given very fair and honourable testi-

mony, which, as far as it related to facts, they wished to conceal, was fatal to

them
;
and as it related to facts extorted from them, was equally fatal, because it

was given under circumstances which attached to it the strongest degree of

credibility, and must be taken to be completely true. He had heard it said, that

this Report was founded on ex parte. evidence. He denied this assertion. Ii'the

Facts ailedged were not true, could not the Persons examined have answered
" No" to the questions put to them. (Hear .' Hear

.')
Would they not have

said,
" No, upon my oath, no." They were examined to the Facts, and they

sheltered themselves under the clause of the Act of Parliament, which he thought

the Commissioners ought not to have allowed them to have availed them^

of: but their having screened themselves under the terms of such a Clauuc.

formed the clearest evidence of their guilt. Mr. Trotter had been called upon
to account for his deficiencies : first, he had said he did not know to what cau.-i'

to attribute them
;
then he admitted he did know, and that they arose^oui

ol'iiu'

Public Money havinf been applied contrary to Act of Parliament. The Act oJ'

Parliament had been violated, by the Public Money having been taken out of

the Bank, and lodged in the house of a private Banker, where Mr. Trotter

insisted it became his private money, and he had arraigned the Commissioners u-r

presuming to examine into his private accounts. This was not only foolish, but

dangerous conduct ;
for he had committed himself by it, even more than his

principal. Oa his first examination, he had denied knowing any thing ot the

deficiencies ;
but soon after he began to find them out, and that they aroc from

his having taken the money to his private Banker's, and advanced it to Lord

Melville for other services; a circumstance which he pretended he did not

know, till Mr. Long, an Honourable Member, had repaid him some of the Sums

so advanced. He was really surprised Mr. Long had not been examined on the

subject, and that the Commissioners had not called upon him for some in-

formation; but, though they had neglected to do so, it was afterwards con-

fessed, in a Letter from Lord Melville, that the Public Money had been so

improperly applied. A precept had been issued by the Commissioners, requn.^'

his Lordship to account for the deficiency, and the application of the Monty u

other services. The answer was most extraordinary, but it was of a piece wm:

another Letter written by his Lordship, at the conclusion of this business, and

was certainly not of a nature to impress any man wuh an idea of the innocence

of Lord Melville. Here the Honourable Member read the Lc-tter from ms Lord

ship, dated Wimbledon. June 30, 1804, stating, that it was impossibl

Lordship to furnish the Commissioners with the account they asked, as hi

been in the habit of ^sorting his Papers, and destroying those that were use

Now, a Man coming before the Public with such an assertion, that beCa

tad been in the habu of assorting Ms Papers, he had not any Document to uiaJni
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cut the Account required of him, was altogether unworthy of belief. Could lift'

not, even from his memory, have furnished an account of what he had advanced ?

It was impossible for a Man of his Lordship's talents, and so much in the habit

f recollecting past circumstances, not to be able to give some account of hi*

balance. But it was a serious charge against him, that he had destroyed hi

vouchers. He maintained they were the property of the Public, and it was con-

sequently a high misdemeanour in the Noble Lord to destroy those Papers, for

want of which the Public could not obtain the information that was necessary,
lie would ask, what had been the opinion of Commissioners in 1782, as to th

consequence of destroying Papers? Their endeavours in obtaining information

had been frustrated. They stated in their Report, that it had been customary
for the Paymaster to take his Accounts with him out of the Office the Committee
were of opinion, that they should be left for the use ofGovernment and posterity ;

and therefore Lord Melville was highly reprehensible in suffering those Papers
to be taken from the Navy Pay Oflke. But the Noble Lord had said further,

that he could not give the Commissioners the Account they required, because,

during a groat part of the time he was Treasurer of the Navy, he held other very
confidential situations under Government, and was intimately connected with

others. Undoubtedly he was connected with others. He was at one time

Secretary at War, Secretary of State, President of the Board of Controul, and Trea-

surer of the Navy! lie observes, that several "delicate and confidential"

transactions had occurred, which it was not consistent with his duty to reveal :

his sense of duty should have restrained him, not from revealing these acts, but
from committing them. The Noble Lord had held the situation ofTreasurer of the

Navy at a period most critical, when there were hardly sufficient means to pay
the Fleet that was defending our Shores yet had he, in contempt of the danger,
-ieiitm-ed to turn the Money to other services. The next article of charge is, his

Laving connived at the Public Money being drawn from the Bank of England for

private emolument, and thus having allowed an infraction of the Law for which
he is deeply responsible. Mr. Trotter confesses he did lodge large Sums of

Money at Colitis's ; because, he says, it was more convenient, and more secure ;

and, notwithstanding all the Acts of Parliament which expressly contradict his

epinion, he thinks it was always intended that this should be permitted. That
such a man as Mr. Trotter should make so weak, so absurd a defence, was not

surprising ; but that Lord Melville should imitate him, was really wonderful.
After having himself introduced the Acts, and the regulation before alluded to,
how was it possible that the Noble Lord could have the face to say, that in a
private Banker's hands the Public Money was more convenient or more secure ?

It is much easier, he says, to give a Draft on a private Banker, than on the Bank
of England. Why? Is not one as valid, and attended with as little difficulty
as the other ? As to security ; it was a most extraordinary plan to seek security
by going from a place where alone security could be found. If the Bank of

England had failed, no responsibility would have been incurred by Lord Mel-
Tille, because he was justified in placing the Public Money there

;
but the

moment he went even to the most respectable private Bankers, his responsibility
commenced. Events might happen, not possibly to be anticipated ; the Money
might be lost, and then Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter would be overwhelmed
With destruction. After all, however, the Money had not been lying at Count's ;

it had been employed in discounting private Bills, and in speculating in th
Jundy. (Hear! Hear! Hear!) The House would be appalled when they re-

flected on the extent of the Trust reposed by Lord Melville in Mr. Trotter. la .

the course of Mr. Trotter's continuance in Office, Lord Melville states, that a
hundred and thirty millions of the Public Money had passed through his hands.
It had been proved, that, of this Sum, fifteen millions had at different times been
placed at a Banker's. That Lord Melville should have suffered this Man t

go on in such manner, was of itself enough on which to rest his accusation. (Hear I

Hear !) It was infamous that the pittance wrung from the necessities of the

Poor, should be sported with in the hazardous game of Stock-jobbing. The only
defence that Lord Melville could have set up (if any thing he could say on the

subject deserved the name of a Defence), was, that he had inquired into the ac
counts and proceedings of Mr. Trotter, and was satisfied with their regularity

-

t Uuf
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a<j,h? knew nothing, he had examined into nothing. The Suras -with which Mr.
Trotter speculated in the Funds were enormous, even by his own Book, which
of course would not contain a tenth part of them. Mr. Mark Sprott, who, by-the-
bye, ought to have been compelled to answer ail the questions of the Comtnis.
sioners, purchased for him in one day above 300,0001. Another Broker trans-

ferred above 35,0001. Was this lor the sake of security ? Lord Melvill*

acknowledges iu his evidence, that he knew all this
;
and yet when Mr. Trotter

denied having made any use of the Public Money, he never came forward, as
he ought to have done, and exposed the falsehood of his Paymaster

;
a falsehood,

indeed, that might have remained undetected to this day, but for the praise-
worthy vigilance of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. It there were any whw
yet doubted that the Treasurer and Paymaster shared in the spoil of the Public,
he would proceed to advance stili more convincing proofs of their collusion. In
the first [iLtce, the lar^ Stuns of Money paid to the account of Mr. Dundas, and
which it would" be difficult to explain in any other manner

;
and then that

certain complexion which seemed to pervade the whole of the speculation.

They \vere all lucky; this was a most suspicious circumstance, and indicated

very strongly that an understanding existed between them to which Mr. Trotter

was frequently indebted for secret intelligence. JSot to mention again the

private agency ot Mr. Trotter, or the destruction of Lord Melville's Papers, it

must be recollected, that in the course of a few years upwards of one hundred and
six thousand pounds had been paid into Coutts's, in the names of the Right Hon.

Henry Dundas Henry Dandas, and Mr. Dundas : now, whether these were all

one and the same Person, 'did not seem very doubtful. Allowing, therefore, that

*he whole amount of Lord Melville's Salary tor that space of time had been paid
into Coutts's, it would have borne but a small proportion to such a Sum as one

-hundred and six thousand pounds. Mr. Trotter was the most improper Person

that Lord Melville could have selected in the whole Kingdom for Ins Agent.
What ! make his Paymaster his private Agent ! receive Sums of Money from

that Agent in advance, and then tell the Commissioners that he really did not

know whether such advance was from the public or from a private fund. Let us

inquire a little into the history of this Mr. Trotter. When Lord Melville first

became Treasurer of the Navy, he was a Clerk in the Pay Office
;
he was a man

of tolerably good connexions, but by no means rich. Lord Melville makes him

his Paymaster, and soon after (knowing his porerty) borrows considerable Sums

f Money from him. Why, he must know that it was the Public Money from

which these advances were made. (Hear ! Hear !) Mr. Trotter had no oilier

Money to lend. When Mr. Trotter is asked whether or not he ever derived any

advantage from the use of the Public Money, he replies,
" I won't tell you."

What was Mr. Tierney's answer to a similar question ?
" No." Mr. liathurst's?

__ No." Lord Harr'owby's ?
" No." But when it came to Lord Melville, the

same retort churlish is use'd,
" I won't tell you." Mr. Wilson too was equally

taciturn ;
but he ought to have been compelled to speak. He had no doubt

been influenced to silence by the threats and promises of his superiors. When
Lord Melville gives his evidence to the Commissioners, one should have thought

that he would have come fortified by the destruction of his papers, fortified by
a previous knowledge of the questions that in all probability would be put to

him. But when he is requested to account for the deficiencies, with the cause

of which the Treasurer of the Navy ought certainly to be well acquainted, he

gives a long equivocal answer, and refers them to Mr. Trotter for information ou

the subject. But did Mr. Trotter afford this information ? O, no ! When he

came to Lord Melville's affairs, he stopped short at once, and wisely held his

tongue. Could there be a stronger proof than this of their participation in guilt ?

,Ynd yet Lord Melville pretends that it was only in June last that he became

acquainted with the way in which M'r. Trotter used the Public Money. Lord

Melville was by no means remarkable for the weakness of his memory, perhaps

rather the reverse : but when asked, if he had derived any advantage from the

Public Monev, he replies,
" not to the best of my recollection." The Hon.

Gentleman alluded to the case of Mr. Jellicoc, and contended, that it was an

Additional proof of Lord Melville's sharing in the spoil of the Public, as he had

j.rborae to preu the payment of Mr. Jclheoe'* balance, apprehensive, no doubt, of

2
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making him an enemy. These suspicions wore much confirmed by Ld. Melville's

J.-tst letter to the Commissioners, an extraordinary production, and produced at an

extraordinary period, lour months alter the delivery of his first statement, and on
the eve of the present discussion. In the outset of this Letter he flunks it

necessary to restate the grounds of his former answers, with which the Commis-
sioners uerc sufficiently acquainted. He proceeds, and again complains of his

want of recollection. He then asserts, that he never,
"
knowingly," derived

any advantage from the Public Money, either directly or indirectly, through the

medium of Mr. Trotter; that is, he borrowed money from a Man, who, when he
first knew him, was worth nothing, and whose last dividend exceeded eleven

thousand pounds, and yet did not " know" that such Loans must have come out

of the public Purse. The destruction of Lord Melville's private. Papers was a

most suspicious circumstance, especially when corroborated by that of Mr. Trot-

ter's Ledger, in which the Accounts of all his Employers and connexions must
liave shared the same fate. But when to these were added the loss of Mr. Jel-

licoe's writings, it was impossible not to feel complete conviction of Lord Mel-
Tille's guilt. Having dwelt for some time on this topic, the Hon. Gentleman

proceeded to comment on his Lordship's Letter, and contended that it left him

precisely in the same situation in which he was placed by the Report. There
were many points which he had left untouched, from an apprehension of ex.

hausting the patience, of the House. If, by the manner in which he had con-
ducted himself on this occasion, he had departed from that moderation with
which he proposed to regulate himself, it was matter of sincere regret to him.
But he trusted the. House would act in a manner consistent with its dignity in

disposing of this question. Not only the character of Parliament, but of every
individual Member of the House was concerned. It was due to the Country to

prove, th--it no Man in power, no Person high in Office, or placed in a situation

of trust or responsibility, could with impunity violate the Law, or prove unfaithful

to their Duty. He had no wish to wound the feelings of any Gentleman, hut he
was confident he should obtain the support of every Member in the House,
except the relatives of the Noble Lord, who could not be expected to vote for

his propositions. He could not conceive it possible for any oilier description of
Persons lo oppose them. The Country Gentlemen, ever distinguished Guardians
of the Public Money, could not lend their assistance to shelter from the ven-

geance of the House, any Persons guilty of great malversation in the management
of the Public Money. Neither would those honourable and distinguished Olh'r

cers of the Army and Navy, who were Members of that House, give any en-

couragement to transactions inconsistent with the noble sentiment of honour with
which they were animated. They would be the first to stigmatise a flagrant vio*-

lation of the Law. He called upon the House to recollect, before they should
come to the vote, the circumstances under which the Offences he charged had
been committed. He called upon them to contemplate the magnitude of the
taxation with which the. Country was burthened : he wished the House to con-
sider the situation in which the Country now stood. From various circumstances
of peculiar hardship, nay, the grievances that had already occurred, the more
opulent were obliged to part with their superfluities in order to contribute to the

support of the indigent and the poor, and to carry on the "Wars in which we were
engaged. Every class of the Community was struggling : the means of the poor
Labourer were extorted

; for at every meal he took he suffered from that most

grievous system of taxation which now existed, every object being taxed which
could afford a single farthing. We had been told that such exactions were
absolutely necessary for the present circumstances of the Country; but what
situation were we to be placed in, could we not prove that a proper use had been
made of the Money so collected ? It was alone by the punishment of such De-
linquents that the House could prove to the Public that they aUcnded in every
particular to their interests. The Honourable Member concluded with reading his

Resolutions, in substance as follow :

1. " That the House of Commons, in the year I7f.?, came to certain Regu-
lations respecting the Treasurer of the Navy, prohibit;: him f:-. in keeping any
balances of Public Monies in his hands, and fixim.: a permanent and increased

Salary in lieu of Fees and Emoluments. Likewise prohibiting any Paymaster t/r
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Treasurer of the Navy from making use of the Public Money, or directly or

indirectly applying the same to his own personal advantage or private emolu-
ment : and further, that the House wu-. of opinion, that the Naval Commissioner*
had acted with honour to themselves, with beiiefit?to the Community, and in a

way calculated to ensure the prosperity of the Kingdom.

2. " That in the month of June 1782, the Salary of the Treasurer of ihs

Navy was increased to 40001. per annum.

3. " That the Resolutions above recited were strictly complied with by Mr.
Barre, who, it appeared, had not derived any emolument or advantage from the,

Public Money ;
neither had Mr. Douglas, the Sub-Accountant.

4. " That on the 19th of August 1782, Mr. Henry Divndas succeeded tc

the Office of Treasurer of the N:ivy, with a fresh increase of Salary.

5. That he continued in Office till 1783, and that ori being asked by the
Naval Commissioners, Whether during that time h? bad made use of the Public

Money for purposes of private emolument ? he had declined to answer the ques-
tion, but m a Letter subsequently written he had stated, that he did not derive

any personal ad van! age from the Public Money.
6. " That Lord B'ayning held the Office after that period, and did not apply

the Public Money to private advantage.

7. " That on the 5th June, 1784, Mr. Henry Dundas again came into the

Office of Treasurer of the Navy.
8. " That in 1785, an Act passed, regulating the Sums of Money placed at

the disposal of the Treasurer of the Navy, that the same be lodged in the Bank
of England, <?cc.

9. " That the execution of the said Act (the Act of 178.5, for better regu-

lating the Oflice of Treasurer of the Navy,) was postponed till the month of

January 1786, and that froiii that time till the month of June 1800, when Lord

Melville left the Office of Treasurer, contrary to th : pra'-tice established in ihe

Trcasurership of the Right Honourable Isaac Barre, contrary to the Resolution*

of the House of Commons of the 18th June, 178'.', and in defiance of the above-

mentioned Act of the 25th George III, chap. 31, large Sums of Money were,

under pretence of Naval Services, and of a scandalous evasion of the Act, at

various times drawn from Uie Bank and" invested in Exchequer and Navy Bills,

lent upon the security of Slock, employed in discounting private Bills, in pur-

chasing Bank and East India Stock, and used in various wa\s for the purposes
of private emolument.

10. " That Alexander Trotter, Esq. the Paymaster of the Navy, was the

Person by whom, or in whose Name the Public Money was thus employed ;

and that'in so doing he acted with the knowledge and consent of Lord Viscount

Melville, to whom he was at the same time private Agent, and for whose use or

benefit he occasionally laid out from 10 to 20,0001. without considering whether

he was previously in advance to his Lordship, and whether such advances were

made from his public or private balances.

11. " That the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Melville having been privy

to, and connived at the withdrawing from the Bank of England, for purposes of

private interest or emolument, Sums issued to him as Treasurer of the Navy, and

placed to his account in the Bank, according to the provisions of the 25th

Georse III, chap. 31, has been guilty of a gross violation of the Law, and a higl*

breach of'Duty.
12. " That it further appears, that subsequent to the appointment of Lord

Melville as Treasurer of the Navy, in 1784, and during th ume lie held that

Office, large Sums of Monev ;.-ued for the Service of the Navy were applied to

other Services ;
and that the said Lord Melville, in a Letter written in answer to

a Precept issued by the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, requiring an Account

of Money received bv him, or any Person on his account, or by his order, from

Eh.i Paymaster of the Navy; and alio of the time when, and lue Person* bv

whom the same were returned to the Bank, or Paymaster; has declared that ii

. bron% fflol.XHI. P Q
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has no materials by which he could make up such :m Account ; and that if h*

hail nu.'rnals, ho," could not do it without disclosing delicate and confidential

tran^icunis <jf Government, which his duty to the Public must have n ?tn;H":<l

him from revealing.

13. " That Lord Melville, in applying Monies issued for the Service of the

Navy toother Services, stated to have been of so delicate and confidential a

nature, that in his opinion no Account can, or ought to he given of them, bai

acted in a manner inconsistent wilh his duty, and incompatible with thu-e

Securities which the Legislature ha provided J'or the proper application of the

Public Money."

The Chancellor of the Exchequer employed every argument which his powerful

eloquence could enforce to defend Lord Melville
;
and then concluded as fol-

lows : For his own part, he was desirous that the House should look at the \\iuiie

of the ca>e in all its circumstances am! l>eann<rs and then do, without delay,
whatever the interest of, the public, a just sense of their own duty, and the nature

of the case may require. For this purpose, he thought the best course to pursue
would be to refer the Ilepo.-t to a Select Committee, inasmuch as there were

jiianv poinls contained in it which required further explanation. The Hon.

Member had dwelt with much earnestness on the application of certain sums for

the accommodation of other branches of the public, service
;
but in his own vie\r

of the question, the House was not in a situation to decide upon that transaction.

Did 'the Hon. Gentleman mean to say, that in judging of this transaction, the

House was not to take into its consideration the excuses, the motives, the cir-

rum.stances, and the necessity of the transaction ? Was the House, knowing only
the bare fact, that the application of the money in such a manner was a violation

of the law, to decide upon its merits without taking into consideration whether

any loss had arisen from it, whether the motives were justifiable, wanton, or ne-

cessary ;
whether the circumstances were such as to warrant a departure from the

letter of the law; and what the magnitude of the transaction ? It would not be

necessary for him lo argue the propriety of permitting such a latitude with

Englishmen, or with persons of liberal and enlightened minds : for he was con-

fident that all such would agree with him, that cases might occur when the cir-

cumstances under which such a transaction might take place, would make it

meritorious in the public officer to incur the heavy responsibility. This he stated,

with a view to the stress that had been laid on the application of a particular sum
to a different service fiom that for which it had been voted. There was an allr>,

gation in the report on this head, and the Hon. Gentleman had stated a particular
sum as having been advanced in this way, and afterwards by his Hon. Friend

(Mr. Long). He had himself been a party to that transaction, and he should

be ashamed to address the House on the subject, if he could not explain the

matter, as related to the share he had had in the business, to their entire sati.-,-

faction
;
so that however illegal the application might have been in the first in-

stance, and he was ready to take that for granted, it would appear to have arisen

from considerations of public interest, and to have been transferred from the

service for which it had been voted only for a time, and, without any other in-

convenience or loss, replaced afterwards. It was impossible to disclose the cir-

cumstances under which it had been applied ;
but if the House wouM consent

to appoint the Committee, he should produce the most convincing statements, so

Jar at least as he was concerned. The whole sum particularized amounted to

100,0001., out of which two different sums of 40,0001. each had been drawn with
Ins privity, under circumstances which he could fully justify to the House

;
and

as these sums made the much greater part of the whole sum specified, there was

every reason to think that the whole had beeuapplied in a manner equally jus-
tifiable. The Noble Lord had, at that time, other high official situations* and

might have had occasion, and could, without his privity, have applied sums oc-

casionally to a different service from that for which tfiev had been voted, with
a view to the public interest

; and though he was not i"i possession of the cir-

cumstances, he had no doubt that the >u>ble Lord could satisfactorily account
J'or the transact ion. As to the. other part of the Hon. Gentleman's charge, that

Lord Melville bad couuived Ht ilie i'uym^UT i.f the Navy keeping the jhiblw
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oney in his hands, and applying it to
p-.-.r;;

>s?s of private profit, lie con:'
that this appeared to him a lit object of ./ --lion, when thev should come to
< isider the question in the whole of ;

. Heuas p'rcparcd to admit,
*that the conniving at sucli conduct in a F;i\ nr.s'.er of th" Navy was not pis'.ifir.bi.s
but thought, iif.vi.-i-ihelc.-s, th'.t much wouid ^ -;>rr.d on the circumstances, the
t-xrent, and the danger that had been incurred. He maintained that the >

tnissioners iiad not stated, thai \>^ issue had bvt n greater liu-.n th.- -

quired ; and he insisted, that from iheir Report it was evident that thev be!;

"that to be the case. It \va arso a ;,,/n., thai the public money had no;
been applied .-o as not to l-e ready to satisfy any demand ,cy ;

and they had int even msium-ted thai any ei'fcct had been produced in the u>>

of expense, or the aggravation or n of additional hurUiens; nor had

they attempted to charge, that any demand of any individual had b-

moment retarded. As to this ao L'IO money lo private pitrpti

profit, it did not appear that Lord Melville had been aware of it; the Hon.
Gentleman, however, had dwelt much on this circumstance, founding his oh-
servalions on the intricate accounts of the Gommissv-,. -,(:<, by which it pr-
tliat he had not considered the matter in detail. TheCu, had stat-'d,

that varii>us sums had come into the Ban); of Messrs. Coutts, which had no;

procured by draft on the Bank, and thev had supposed that red of
sums f-;r ihe services 1.1 transitu, applied in this way. One million had been par-

.

licularly specified, But that nii'.hon had been brought directly from the Bank to

the house -of Messrs. Coutts, 1 y one of tbe forms of draft prescribed by th.

lute, and the whole of it had been issued thence in the course of a fe.v days, to

take up Navy bill;; then due. So thai this was one instance of an error, on which

?hey had rested much, and which being capable of being thus satisfactorily

explained, proved the necessity of further investigation. The sums that had bivu
vested iu .Messrs. Coutis had been neither lodged there, for the ben. 'fit of the

Treasurer of the Navy or of the NP.VV I'avuu.Mer, but in the course ofoilice; and
this was another error of the Report, for the same prac'uiv prjvails at prese.it of

:iig in gross from the
multiplicity

of paying all the sir-all Sums by drawing in

detail. The Act: of Parliament directe-l no such Drafts for small Sams, but for

Mitiic !M enable the Paymaster from day to day to issue the neee>-aiy
Sums to the Sub-Accountants, so that the, balances in hand appeared not to con-

travene the Law, bnt to be in direct conformity with it, and necessary for the

management of the business of the Office. The question, therefore, was, Whether
more had been issued than was necessary, whether an expense to the public had
been the consequence, or an increase of issue ? The House was aware that no
j;io!ie\ was issued to the Treasurer of the Xavy, but oil memorial from the different

23oarcis, and that consequently the Treasurer would have no power of inc;-.

the Issues to him. (J Ion. Gentleman here describe.! the operalion by
which iheTieasuivr of the Navy drew money from the Bank, and proved thence

tb.ii n is not in Ins po.\er on unv O^CJMOU, or under any c;rcui;:stance-. to draw
fur more, iliau the occasions of Uie. different Boards require). In the next place,
t '.' Commissioners, had divided the time during which Lor.1 Melville had been in

o:iice into two periods, in makiiiir ihe a-, ;id of making the aveni

t!<o whole of the tune of his being .11 oliice. The f:rl period they calculate up lo

iiiiii, the next to 180!) ; so thai liiey had not given the average on the whole, i;or

d:it:;:ctly in the separate periods. TL- ; M the lirst

; i nt -l.T a\era^.e, and the last at 33, b< . -ike!i ;he a::iount of the

bulunci-' \vtlhoiit dcductniLT the assii.'iinn.
'

>mmissioni\-

da> as the number that on-iii to b_- in advance ui th- ray:,i.!-.;er's

ha:i'is, they calculated it exclusive of the, o '.it-posts ;
and if the mo.iey at llie out-

pu.-'.s were to be deducted, the Jaiances woul'.l be in the lirst or the nio^t

i ruble- period, an average oflleventeen days, and in ilie latter p^-rio.!
UR

average of eight days; and on the v.h..!e period tlie averngtf was but fourteen or

Jifteen, five only ino're than the Co.u::ii-:^o:ie-f.s had thou.ht necessary, and ne

the same number that the Clerk had state*! ::i hi- examin.!tK-:i. _\ou if u ?

turnout that tiii-; statement was correct, h.- could not admit a doubt that it would

..I to determine the House and 'he public to examine more iw.

JUid minutely iuto the matter and allegations of the Reports before they would
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ground upon it cither censure or disapprobation. There were foar different

errors in this single statement, and these proved unanswerably the necessity ot' a

fuller investigation. This could noi be prosecuted in the whole House, nor with

the Speaker in the chair, it coulri only he followed up wilh effect in a Select Com-
mittee, if ilie investigation sho'im he proceeded with, he was convinced that

many Sums stated to have bem pair) in iiie naine of Lord Melville would appear
to have been applied lo o.'Iicial purposes : hi>\v far tiiat was the case it was not for

liiiu lo anticipate then, before the inquiry ;houl;l be instituted. The. House
would detern.ine fui ilsilf wh< M the iri'V'tigation should take place. Before they
could judge whether any SUMS of Public Money had been so advanced, they
should see the credit account of Lord Melville, they should also .see the different

Sums paid in by ;.Ir. Trotter, for Lord Melville, on account of his salary as

Treasurer of the JS'avy,
as also an account of his unappropriated Salary as Keeper

of the Signet in Scotland, and for dividends in the Funds. Would' Gentlemen
under these circumstances give way to surmises? Would they tlui.k strange that

Lord Melville, knowing that he h.ad no coniract with Mr. Trotter, no participa-
tion with, and knowing also (he unfortunate way in which Mr. Trotter kept 'Ins

accounts, had declined answering uniil he. had ascertained the state of ihesR

accounts. And jf it should appear even '.hat a few thousands had been by inad-

vertence so advanced, could any Gcnlieiii<m suppose that that would have been

any object to a N^McLord in a high and distinguished Oilice of trust and honour ?

He would not think it possible for a liberal ami enlightened n:ind
;
for even com-

mon sense to entertain such an opinion If so, then he contended, that the

materials before the House were insufficient to form a final judgment, and that a

further investigation was absolutely necessary, and that such investigation could

not be conducted in the Iloute, but in a Select CoHimittee, which could be

managed without much delay. With these sentiments, he felt it unnecessary and

improper to say more on the subject. He should therefore move, as an amend-
ment, that "

the, Tenth Report be referred to a Select Committee,'' L\C.

Mr. Ff> i suggested the propriety of moving the previous question, rather thai)

ftn amendment, in order that the previous .Resolutions might be entered on the

Journals.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had no objection to the course proposed, as he

should thereby obtain the substantial object of his motion; and understanding,
however, that if the previous question should be agreed to, he should afterward
move for the appointment of a Select Committee

; he then moved the previous
question. On the question being put,

Lord Henry Petti/, at the same time that he acknowledged it was impossible for

him to follow the Right Hon. Gentleman through the vast range he. hud taken in

his view of the subject under discus?, on, was anxious to slate the ground on which
he supported the original motion. He had never felt greater surprise than when
he heard the Biur !'t lion. Gentleman alledge. that his Hon. Friend (Mr. Whit-

bread) had travelled out of the record of the facts in the statement which he had
laid before the House. This inust be mailer of surprise to the House.also, when
the whole of h s lion. Friend'.s charges, except the concluding ones, were merely
matter of fa<.t, and nothing but matter of f.ici. In truth, the whole of what had
fallen from h's Hon. Friend were either matter of fact, or plain and immediate
deduction from fp.ct. The Right Hon. Gentleman urged, with a view to induce
the House to agree to the appointment of a Select Committee to inquire into this

subject, that the attempt wftj r,i;uic to influence the passions of the House, and
that the subject involved a great deal of complicated details of figures. In con-

sidering th;s latter point it was nece.-sary the House should recollect, that hnv
dontus.ou that existed in this way r.rose from the irregular manner 1:1 winch Lord
Melville and his Paymaster kept their accounts. It was obvious, however, from
the plain matter of iact, that there had been a violation of the Act of Parliament.
The Eight Hon. Gentleman opposite was liable to a charge of having omitted farts

in his statement. He had omitted the very material iaci, that Lord Melville had
allowed he ha.i violated the Act -of Parliament, bv permitting bis Paymaster to

H,;;ulraw
large sums from the I'ank of Kngland before I In v were actual! . wanted,

and to keep them at !us orivate Banker's. One part of tile ground for proposing
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ja Select Committee was, that part of the money voted for Navy Services had been
applied to other public services

;
and the other ground was, the existence of com-

plicated details of figures. Was this direct violation of the law included in either
of these descriptions? lie had no objection to S Select Committee in the proper
time. On the contrary, he should be disposed to support the appointment of
such a Committee, when the motion of his Hon. Friend should be agreed to, and
the House should have come to a determination on the plain and obvious fact.

Then a Committee would be proper to consider of the expediencv, and the means
of pushing the inquiry further, and he should lie happy to contribute his small

share to the institution of a Committee for so laudable an object. But first let the

House consider what was before it, and let it consider that what Lord Melville

admitted in one place, he could not deny in another
;
that he could not deny

before a Committee of the House what he had avowed before the Commissioners
of Inquiry ; and let -Gentlemen then ask themselves what necessity there was for

delay. The House could at once pronounce on the breach of the Act of Par-

liament, and flien it may examine more minutely in a Committee the circum-

stances of the transaction, and the precise amount of the criminality. The Right
Hon. Gentleman argued that the public sustained no loss by these transaction-, at

ithe same time that he allowed this did not excuse the delinquency, though it

extenuated the offence. He did not think it was any extenuation. He thought
there was not only risk to the public, but positive loss. He distinguished between

positive loss and precise loss; for though the precise amount could not be ascer-

tained, the fact that then1 was a loss was beyond all question. The Right Hon.
.Griitiei'.Kiu had gone into great detail to show that tiie Paymaster did not draw

the moiifv from the Exchequer efow it WHS wanted. But in this statement the

Right lion. Gentleman reduced himself to the following dilemma: He stated

that the money was not removed from the Exchequer before it was wanted for

Kaval Services; at the same time that he allowed large sums were given in

accommodation from tiie Navy to other branches of the public service. How was.

it possible this accommodation could be given, milc> larger sums were kept in the

Paymaster's hands than were wanted in Navy bcivicos, except indeed the Xavy
Service was distressed and defrauded to allow the advancer If the money were

once allowed to be drawn, it may lie allowed to private as well as to puhhc pur-

poses; and if the door were once opened, it was impossible to set hunts to the

abuse it may let in. The speculations of Mr. Trotter had not failed, but that va

no excuse lor putting the public money to so unwarrantable a risk. The success

may besides be accounted for in another manner, by means of the connexion or

combination that existed between the three individuals concerned. Mr. Mark

Sprott touched tiie funds, and Lord Melville the st-Crets of State, and Mr. Trotter

touched both these persons. Millions were thus managed in that nice and

delicate machine of the public funds; though, at that time, combinations of

another nature were much talked of
;
no Jacobin conspiracy that did exist, or could

Lave existed, was calculated to do more than this conspiracy between these three

persons. The Noble Lord had represented, that when the Committee of 1788. iu

prosecuting its inquiries us to the administration of the public oih'ccs, came to that

~i>( the Treasurer of the Xavy, Lord Melville being called upon by the Committee,

represented the regulations"for bringing up the arrear in that oiiice, and prevent-

ing any future arrear, v.tre in full effect. This statement was opposite to the

fact
;
lor at this very time the Accountant'.-, branch, which had been instituted with

a view to this object, having come up to that period wiien it was to take cognizance

of Lord Melville's own administration, stopped suddenly short, and its labouw

wore no more heard of. The account of Lorfl Melville's first Treasurerslnp was

not made out till last year, and the remaining part of the account :it the time the

Vol.1.- Lord was in office wa* still unprepared. The reason given for this wa*

that the clerks employed in this duty being borrowed from another department,

and beni" withdrawn", the bu,ii:^s coalcUiot proceed. It w;-s evident trom what

Lord Melville had stated to the Committee, that the benefits ot the acts then

lately made were earned into full ,-JFcct. Tins was. however, very remote from

the fact The Act of Parhamrnt vent to provide, that the public money was to

t,- kept in the Bank, and tiial no public offirr was to be made a public treaty ;

MM* yet Lord Mdv.Jk had, to all u.umu -ud purposes made \>i* offiW a public.
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lrr;-.--nrv. Hi' dwelt on tiie systematic deviation from (he law that liad so many
years prevailed in that, office, and asked, Whether this v.as a case from winch the

!lniu,e would turn away, referring the matter to a Select Committee without

roming to ;i \ote J -As !o whether the prominent act v.as right or wrong, or whe-
ilit:r the. \oi)ir Lord was (it .still to hold a high and confidential situation ,;i the

srovi-rmuent, there was no difference between the situation in -.vliieli tlie Aohle
Lord stood with inspect to the House and the Country, arid that iu winch anv man
may with his private agent. The House ought to consider for a moment what was

the nature of this illegal combination between three persons, one of whom was

touching the funj.s and the other two the secrets of State. There was Mr. Mark

oprott, who enjoyed the confidence ol Mr. Trotter
;
Mr. Trotter, who enjoyed the

confidence, of my Lord Melville; and my Lord Melville, who enjoyed, too long

enjoyed, the confidence of the public. These enormous sums were therefore

earned to the Stocks, and there employed in private point of view for individual

emolument, and in a public point of view they were used to keep up the national

rreciii. From such a combination, what dangerous consequences were likely to

result! At the period when these combinations existed, there were also Othen

existing of a different nature. There wt re combinations exis'.mg in this country,
denominated Jacobinical; but he believed that never was there one of a more

dangerous, insidious, and mischievous nature, than the one which was now dis-

cussing. (Loud cry of Ifc'ir ! 11cur!) There appeared to have been a systematic

deception on the part of the Conspirators. His Lordship then read extracts from
some letters by Lord Melville, to show his inconsistency. The principal intention

of the Resolutions passed in 1786, was to regulate the disposal of the public

money, and to prevent Public Offices from becoming Public Treasuries. Lord
Melville must have known that these regulations were by him regularly and sys-

tematically violated for ten years preceding. If such a statement were true, Why
should the House not come to a Resolution, declaring such persons unfit for any
office of trust? He confessed he saw no reason why they should act otherwise

than any private individual would do to his agent, who had been guilty of such

gross in.il versation. Was Mr. Sprott to omit paying 10 or 12,0001. to Air.

Trotter ; or, in other words, appropriate that sum to himself, by taking the use of

it for Ins own emolument, would not Mr. Trotter immediately discontinue him as

his agent ? Mr, Mark Sprott might then say, I never meant to obtain any profit
from that sum, it was only retained on account of the intricate manner in which
we kept: our accounts. What Broker in London would be allowed to keep his

accounts in tlr.it slate, that he could not ascertain whether he had a balance in his

hands or not ? The people of England, who pay these public servants most

liberally, and in no instance more so than in the present one, have surely as good
a right to expect that they be as justly and regularly served as any Broker on
the Stock Exchange could serve his employer. If, from any part of Lord Mel-
ville's deposition if from any part of that most extraordinary letter, written

several months after his Lordship's examination (enemies only of the legality of
Lord Melville), be could entertain any doubt as to the possibility of his being
able to disprove his statement, he" would vote, for a Select Committee. But how
was it. possible to have any opinion in the smallest degree favourable to his Lord-

chip from such a statement ? What had the Right lion. Gentleman said to do

away the criminality ? Acting as his Lordship had dune, in violation of an Act of

Parliament, he (Lord Melville) had put himself in that situation, that no man
1 lay bis hand on his heart and pronounce him innocent. When he looked

at his Lordship's letter, it recalled to his remembrance the < I el rated Oration of
Cicero against Piso, in which tiiat Orator, breaking off from his argument, proving
the guilt of Piso, says

"
l;ut who is mo;c cuiidc.iimed, or more guilty, than you

.ire, v, ho dare not write, nor say, that you are innocent ':"

"
( x'u;s te misc'rior (jui nequie scribe re renipubiicam beno gestam, qtii presensii*

fine riK.-cre aiisus es."

/ nud rc/icniid bursts of ap (

'

juoitm fifth? Jfunsc.) It'll;?

\ ihie Lord, on the
passing

dl'hia Act tor restraining this very evil, had iieenlohl
iliat not a year would pa-.s when that Act would be violated

;
when it would lit

violated I'v ],::( Treasurer of the ^\avy would
t.c li!,i,.-*;lf, what would he Lave snid ? But if tin- prophecy had been carried
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further, and it had been Raid, that not only would the violation he made by a
freasnrer of the N; lV y, but that after that violation had been for 14 years unno-
ticed till discovered by a Commission of Inquiry, and when at length the detec-
tion of it lay recorded on the table of the House, the Hw.se would be so culpably
that ii would be <jlad of getting rid or' it by any means rather than pronounce upon
it as it ought. He had too good an opinion of those of whom the House was com-
posed, to think this busin"^ would \r,- so passed over. It would indeed be for-
tunate if abuses wen- never detected, rather than that it should appear that when
Ministers violated the most, express and immediate laws for preventing abuses in
their departments ;

that when the diligence of the Commissioners had brought
forward this delinquency, Parliament should come in between !;:w and its violator,
and screen the delinquent from justice. This was the wor<t precedent that could
be established in any country. A prompt declaration slunii.l be made on this

subject. He thereiere vof.-ii, in the lirst instance, for tin- motion of his Hon.
Friend, with the intention, that after the primary resolution should be agreed to,

inquiry should be instituted, uad vigorously pursued.

'The Attorney (i:::crnl ;;:i,!, if it were a necessary alternative that the supposed
delinquency should be punished now, or that it should escape altogether, the

propriety of coming to .some resolution, at the. present moment, mav be more rea-

sonably insisted upon. He doubK-l v.hcther the XoHio Lord would, on reflection,
think it right to proceed lo judgment, without the. fullest investigation of the
fact*. It was agreed on all hands that inquiry should take place. The Xoble
Lord wished a separate decision on one point. Was any point so insulated as not
to be still connected with the whole? While theiv were such important grounds
of inquiry, the House should not he called upon to pronounce judgment when
conviction was so remote, at the same time that further inquiry could have no ill

effect.

Mr. Titrnfi/ complimented his Xoble Friend. It was a matter of pride to anr
man to be allowed to call himself the friend of such rising talents and eloquence.
He agreed with him, that nothing was more fit than to appoint a Committee after

the first point should be ;rgived ujjon ; a Committee in which all th;:'. related tc>

Accounts and Calculations may l^ 1 silted and made clear. The transfer of money
from one Service to another was also matter for .a Committee, but w!';.t v,aa to be
done with the remainder of the Tenth Report ? Did Lord Melville ask far any
further delay, saying he had evidence sufficient for his acquittal ? Did Mr. Trot-

ter say any thing to that effect ? But the people of England looked to this night
for the opinion of their Representatives on this important ca.-e. lie would ask

the Right Hon. Gentleman how long it was since the expedient of a reference to

a Committee occurred to him? The Right Hon. Gentleman l:acl expressed his

anxiety to have the letter of the Xoble Lord before the House previously to their

oiiiintr to any determination, as that letter, he had stared, would throw very

considerable light on the subject ; and now his anxiety was to have a Committee

appointed for investigating the subject. But the question, he contended, was by
no means complicated. There was not a single gentleman present, lie appre-

hended, who could from his heart avow it n> his opinion, tlwt any proof could be

brought to show that money had not been diverted from the public service, and

removed from the Bank in opposition to the most c.\pn vs and positive declaration

of Parliament. What occasion then v. >r ;;n inquiry ? Would Mr. Sprott,

who was silent when examined upon oath, speak more plainly when not upon
oath, before a Committee of the House ? or ought they to give more credit to hi*

evidence in the one case than in the other? :So evid< nee .which they could take.

from the parties not on oath, could invalidate that v. liich had been taken befo;v

the Commissioners on oath. For what purpose beside-; .should Parliament appoint

Commissioners for this express purpose, if their conclusions were not to be rehed

on without repeating the inquiry. They had l><:e;i employed six weeks in tin-

investigation, and had heard all that Lord Mtiiiile had to say in his defence,

before they published their Rejwi ;
and what was curious, not one of his Lord-

ship's friends had yet dared to say that he was innocent. All they pleaded for.

was time. But ths examination of the Accounts could afford no ground for thi>

plea, for this examination might be necessary onl\ to determine ilic sums lo le.
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refunded, but not at all for driminating the parties. In regard to (lie transfer of

money from the Bank of England, the Noble Lord did not deny his knowledge of

this practice, nor was it ;tt all natural to believe that he would have allowed it for

a period of twelve years, without participating in the profits ; and it would have
been more generous in his Lordship, ho thought, instead of evading the question
to the prejudice of Mr. Trotter, to have at once frankly avowed that the practice
had been continued by his authority, as well as with his knowledge. The Riirbt

Hon. Gentleman concluded by observing, that the documents laid before the

Commissioners had been afforded by themselves, and that therefore if it could b
called ex parte evidence, it was because it was all on the side of the accused*
He commended the conduct of the Commissioners, and was proud to have been
one of an Administration that had virtue enough to appoint them. The question

put to them by the motion of the Right Hon. Gentleman, in short was, Whether

they should have confidence in those who had detected, or those who had profiled

ty the frauds that were the object of the inquiry ?

Mr. Canning wished to offer some reasons that induced him to second the

motion of his Right Hon. Friend.

Mr. George Ponsonby was decidedly in favour of Mr. Whithread's Resolutions.

He observed, that it was a monstrous proposition to maintain there had been no

criminality, because there was no loss. The Right Hon. Gentleman opposite tr>

him had acknowledged, that Sums of Money had been taken contrary to law, and

applied to a particular purpose. Why was not that circumstance mentioned at

the time in the House of Commons, and a Bill of Indemnity applied for ? It was
snid, that attempts had been made to inflame the public mind against Lord
Melville, by the circulation of libellous hand-bills. Then it was the business of
the Attorney-General to prosecnle the authors of them

;
but it was no reason that

the House should stop short in its present inquiry, because there were libeiK

the country who circulated offensive hand-bills. He insisted that Lord Melville

and Mr. Trotter ought not to be suffered to walk quietly about the streets, without
an account being taken of their properly, in order that they might be compelled
to refund what they had taken from the public; and bills ought to be brought
into Parliament, to disable them from disposing of their property while the pre-
sent question was agitated. There never was a period in the History of UK:

Country in which the character of the House of Commons was so involved as the

present. He hoped that those Members of the House who represented the same

part of the kingdom with himself would consider the peculiar situation they were
now placed in that they would now give the People of England a proof of their

spirit and independence, by vdting for the motion that iiijii, ;n-l, in so doing,

they would remove the unfavourable impression which the casv surrender of their

own Parliament had made on the public mind. He felt more than common
anxiety on the subject. It was generally supposed that the accession of one
hundred Irish Members to that House, was giving an accession of so much
strength to the Minister, who could always command their votes. lie was

grieved to think this idea had gone abroad. And, as an Irish Member, he should
be ashamed to walk the streets if he did not think that his countrymen in that

House were as free from corrupt influence as any of those Gentlemen who repre-
,senlcd England.

The Master of the Rolls disapproved of the manner in which the business was
taken up by Gentlemen on the other side; it tended to make the House inter

upon a judicial proceeding. They were eager to bring the accused person to

punishment, but he was at a loss to see how thy were to be punished before the
exact nature and extent of their offence was ascertained.

Mr. For began by stating, that he should be extremely unwilling to suffer this

question to be put, without expressing his sentiments upon it. For if unhappily
the vote of the House should be opposite to that which he hoped and wished, he
should feel very uneasy iiuleeu that bis name should partake in the universal
odium that must: attach to any decision tending to second >nch notorious delin-

quency as the Report on '.lie table declared. 'Before lie would proceed to the
merits of the Charges u:iflrr consideration, he thought it proper to notice the

ar^v.nu-.r.t of the (.Tfnflrine.n upon the other side
;

not because he considered
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those arguments possessed of any intrinsic force ; but lest from the authority of
the persons from whom they proceeded, they might have the eili-ct of leading the
House to a decision, which, if it should correspond with the wi<Vs Of tliose bv
whom such arguments were used, must destroy hi character with the country and
with all Europe. The first Gentleman with whom he would begin was the last who

spoke. That learned Gentleman directed the whole of his observations to show
that the House should go into a Committee in order to ascertain whether the

breach of the Act of Parliament, not of which Lord Melville stood charged, but
of which he confessed himself guilly, proceeded from corrupt motives. If corrup-
tion consisted merely in a man putting money into his own pocket, according to

the vulgar conception, perhaps some of the deductions of the Learned Gent, would
be right. But he would contend that nothing could be more corrupt, in his opinion,
than to permit a man's own agent to convert the money of others to his own private,
emolument. This was the amount of Lord Melville's confession; and although it

oiigiit be possible, from a further examination, to prove the Noble Lord more

guilty, it did appear to him utterly impossible to prove him less so. For the most
conclusive evidence of the Noble Lord's corruption, he would only refer to that

paragraph in the 149th page of the Report, in whiclthe \oblc Lord stated, that

"although he knew his agent Trotter was applying the Public Money to other

purposes, than that for which it was legally intended, that he did not prohibit
him from doing so." What was that, he would ask, hut complete corruption, even

taking the case fimpliciter ? but combining it with other circumstances, could any
man entertain j. doubt upon the subject of his uUt? What greater aggravation
of his ck-unquency in tolerating the breach of his own Act of Parliament could \>r.

imagined, than allowing his agent to misapply the Public Money, for the safe

custody of which that Act was intended ? But it is pretended that no loss hud

accrued to the Public from this malversation
;
and a very singular argument was

advanced, that as tiiere was no loss there was no risk. Now (<aid Mr. Fox ) it

happened in certain parts of my life, which I do not quote with a view to recom-

mend my example to others, that I was in the habits of engaging in speculations
which are commonly called gaming (a laugh). If a man should, in that kind of

speculation, win a large sum of money, 1 am sure that an aYgnment would not

thence arise that he had made no risk. I rather think the natural inference

would be, that his risk -.vas considerable. Probably however, in this case, Lord

Melville did not care that Mr. Trotter should not lose any money. Mr. Trotter

was the confidential agent of Lord Melville, and Lord Melville was the confiden-

tial agent of the State. Therefore, in this sort of speculations in which Trotter

engaged, Lord Melville could guard against much risk. If two men play cards

together, -and that a third person stands behind one of them and throws hints to

the other, he that receives the hints is tolerably sure of winning. Just so in this

business; Lord Melville knew when the Navy Bdli were likely to be funded, and

Mr. Trotter could act upon the information he might receive. Will any one say

then, that from such acting upon such information, no loss would accrue to the

public ? On the contrary, I maintain, that the public would suffer a loss of 1 per

cent, upon the discount of such bills. But then, observed the Honourable

Member, the Learned Gentleman desired the House to go into an inquiry, in

order to obtain farther evidence. H" would appeal to the judgment ot the

House, Whether any farther evidence could be necessary to enable it to come to

a decided opinion upon the h'reacli ol law, which the Noble Lord himself con-

fessed ? Tnat opinion the House was called on to declare. The Pi'ljiic had a

right to demand it Irani them. It was said, that the House ought not to think of

acting judicially, i/r" imitating punishment without the fullest examination into the

merits "W the ac-..">.:t:oii, and affording the accused the lul.est opportunity of

vindicating turns u. And so far as the confession of Lord Melville went, he liad

been already trie i. lie would, however, defy those Gentlemen who rested their

objection so very mucn upon the question of punishment, to show that it was at

alf times in tne" power of thdt House to inflict any punishment on such delin-

quents as Lord Ale.ville and Trotter, i'.ut h the House should determine on pro-

secution in anv v.-ay with a vu ,v to puni-hriv nt
;,

whether by directing the Attor-

ney General to prosecute, whether by moving ;.n DSpeachmenr, or preparing a

Bill of Pains and Penalties, which perhaps would be a more proper mode of

, ftoKXill. u
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proceeding, he would maintain that the confession of the Party accused would
lie evidence to proceed upon, and that the House was now called on to art, as it

must in e--ery similar case, as a Grand Jury, to pronounce upon the guilt of the

accused. It was strange to hear it assorted that tiie accused was not guilty,
because no loss accrued from this scandalous transaction. To those to whom the

loss of honour was nothing, perhaps it might be said that no loss had arisen.

But what was the loss of honour to that Government which, after such a palpable
instance of delinquency, should preserve its connexion with the delinquent? and
what is the loss of character and honour to that House, should it attempt by it*

vote to screen such a delinquent ? iniiniteiy more than uny sum of money could

possibly amount to. Whatever the Learned Gentleman to whom lie had already
adverted might asserl, he could not see that any farther inquiry could be

necessary to enable the House to decide that a great Public Officer, who allowed

bis servants to make illicit profit from the Public Money, in the teeth of an Act of

Parliament, was guilty cf a most serious offence. The guilt consisted in the

violation of the law, and it never could be pretended tlmt any such violation could

be innocent. There were, indeed, many eases in which the most severe punish-
ments attached to offences to which the charge of moral turpitude did not apply,
but which were criminal in consequence of the pr<vept of the law. Such were

many of the offences against our revenue laws. Not two years ago an act was

passed declaring a man guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy, if paper of a

pertain sort should be found in his possession, this sort of paper being used for the

manufacture of Bank-notes. Now the reason of this statute was this, that a man
could not be presumed to have such paper in his possession but with a criminal

intention. Therefore the breach of the Act was proof against him. And the

Act of the 25th of the King, which applied to the ci.se under consideration, was

drawn up upon a similar principle, and the breach of it was to be deemed the

proof of the criminal intention. Upon this proof', those which arose out of the

reason of the law, he had no hesitation in pronouncing the \oble Lord Guilty.

The Noble Lord, it would be recollected, retained the office of Treasurer for nine

years after he was appointed to that of Secretary of State. [This was denied by
the Chancellor oi '.l.r Kxchequer across the table.] No matter, resumed Mr.

Fox, as to the precise time. Ihe Noble Lord retained the office for several

years ;
and when in that House allusion was made to the circumstance of his

I.o'c.ing the two offices, the answer from the other side of the House was, thnt

although he held those offices, he only received the salary of Secretary of State,

and nothing from that of Treasurer of the Navy. Ay, that is nothing of the legal

salary. Did not this justify something more than suspicion? Why should the

Noble Lord so fondly cling to this office of his 1'rimd, Mr. Trotter ? There were
raanv other persons among even his own relations would have been glad to

occupy this situation. But no, Lord Melville seemed particularly attached to it ;

and would common sense, in considering a thing of this kind, make no inference

from that attachment. Another objection arose against the proposed Committee,
from this consideration, that he did not see that any of the difficulties which some
Gentlemen complained of, could be removed that any of the obscure accounts

could be explained. Those accounts were indeed of such a nature, that the Par-

ties themselves could not understand them, and how then could it be possible for

a Committee of that House to make any thing of them.

It had been said that the House should proceed with the utmost deliberation in

de9iding upon character. But upon whose character were they to decide on this

occasion ? Not certainly upon that of Lord Melville, for his character was

entirely gone, (a loud cry of Hear! Hear!) but upon the character of the House
and the Government, which must depend upon the vole of this night. As to the

character of Lord Melville, it was so completely destroyed in public estimation

forever, that he would venture to say, that were the vote of the tlouse unani-

mous in his favour, it would not have the slightest effect in wiping away the stigma
that was universally affixed to his name. What th<>!i must the World think of

.ing such a Man hi the l'f;;d of the glory of the Country ? It was dreadful

to reflect that the most honourable claims (honourable professions) should be

piaced at the disposal of a M;:n with whose name dishonour was inseparably as-

jocwted-vwho lud confessed himself guilty of an act of Corrupt illegality.
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Honourable Gentleman took notice of an ingenious and forcible argument ad-
vanced by a Xoble Friend behind him, (Lord Henry Petty,) whose speech he
considered, and he was sure the House felt it to be, the best that had been
delivered in the course ot" the Debate. He recollected, that when the Right
Hon. Gentleman on the other side (Mr. Pitt) made his entrte in that House, his

first essay was in favour of reform and against corruption. With what pleasure
did 'the House listen to him upon that occasion ! but how soon was the promise
of his early yers abandoned !

" Quantum mutatis ab illo."

Let the Speech which the Right Honourable Gentleman delivered on that

occasion be contrasted with that of this evening, and the change would be

glaring ? There was something also in the dying legacy of Trotter to the Xa% y
Office, that was particularly deserving of a remark. It amounted to this, that

Trotter said to his Successors,
" Now, as I am leaving the Paymaster's Office, I

shall provide that not one of you shall ever make a shilling by the same means
that I have done." But this he left as a bequest after the death of his own

power. He did not even offer it while living ("a laugh.) An Honourable
Gentleman had expressed a hope that some measure would he adopted to prevent
the recurrence of such a practice as the Report on the Table disclosed. But
there was no measure in the shape of an Act of Parliament could be efficient, if

this precedent were to be established, that an Act of Parliament was to be

violated with impurity. For his part, when he read over the Evidence, he was

rather filled with disgust than indignation. He was ashamed of having any
connexion, even hostilely, with a Person who had so degraded himself. Indeed

it made him ashamed of being of the same class. What does the Evidence

exhibit ? A Man of such power and elevated situation as the Noble Lord

shrinking from answering the questions put to him, on the ground that he was not

to criminate himself; and again saying, when the question was repeated, thut he

did notrecollect how far he might have beiiefitted by Mr. Trotter's Money trans-

actions. Recollect ! Does a man apply to his recollection on such occasions and

respecting such circumstances! A man, when asked whether he wa-i CM.T in

company with John Xoakes, for example, may very well s:iv,
' To the best of my

recollection I never have.' But, were it inquired whether he had aot been

kicked out of company by the same Person for attempting to picL hi? poek.-r,

what would he have thought of him if his answer was,
' To the best of my recol-

lection I was not ?' Besides, the Noble Lord never thought of attem;>tin<: -any

explanation of his evidence till the Report had been nearly two months before

the House. He knew nothing of it till it was printed. What ! the Report
was so lonsi before the House of which the Noble Lord is a Member, and, though it

so nearly concerned himself, he nevor had the curiosity to look into it until it was

printed. Who can believe it ? Or did the Noiile Lord only begin to be alarmed

when he found the effect which the printed Report had made on the Public ?

Then lie writes a letter, which he had much better have left unwritten. It was)

a vain attempt to do awav the damnation. He still remains involved by Mr.

Trotter's Evidence. Was it not wrong in Mr. Trotter thus to cennuithis Principal ?

Yet no anger is betrayed against him no indignation manifested by the ISoble

Lord at the slur thus cast upon his character. But how could he blame Mr. Trot-

ter '. He must have known the whole transaction. The Honourable Gentleman

after again adverting to the situation to which the Right Honourable Gentleman

(Mr. Pitt) was reduced by his Noble Friend, could not help asking how it came to

pass that, although notice had been given a fortnight ago of the motion brought

forward this night by his Hon. Friend, yet the Right Honourable Gentleman

never then alluded once to the letter he was afterwards to produce ; nor, when he

produced it, did he make any mention of the necessity of a further inquiry.

How did this happen
3 If he was to believe the Reports of the day, the idea was

suggested to him from a quarter which he did not choose, to disoblige ; though

thaU[uarter was not generally supposed to be in possession
of power. From

whatever intimation the measure arose, no good could be expected irom a Coiu-

nuttee of Inquiry. Whenit was known and seen how low was sunk the man, who

holdi sx> splendid a situation in the State, what would be thought of the Orovera-
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raeut ? in what light could it be beheld, either abroad or at home ? The brave*
(iciisTii!.", the most gallant Admirals, the ablest Statesmen, have abstained from
the discharge of office, while under an accusation, though conscious oi' their inno-

cence, and certain to come i'orth more spotless than before. Could tlie Noble
Lord continue the administration of liis high department while his character wa
thus exposed ? The House no doubt would feel the necessity of speedily deciding
un that point, and ofshowing, that to innocence they would afford protection, in

defiance of influence or power. With respect.tothe Noble Lord's offer to swear

positively thai he did not profit from the misappropriation of the Public Money, it

was remarkable that this Oner was confined to the period in which Sir Andrew

Douglas, who was now dead, w;is Paymaster of the Navy, but did not at all ex-

tend to the Paymastership of Mr. Trotter. What was the conclusion then to be
drawn from tins ? Why, that he \vas ready to make oath as to the Paymastership
of Douglas, because he was dead ; but did not think proper to swear as to Trotter,
V-cau.-e lie was alive. The Honourable Gentleman made an ;ippeal to the pride
and feelings of the House, and particularly to that of Mr. Pitt, advising him not

to risk the little of reputation that remained to him upon this occasion not to take

this card for his last. He concluded with expressing a hope, that the facts expo-
sed in the Tenth and Eleventh Reports would provoke an inquiry into, and a
reform of, the several departments of the public expenditure. He trusted that

there were men around him who would promote an investigation so desirable for

the cause ofjustice and the interests of the Country.

Mr. Wilberforce expressed himself in decisive terms in fafyour of the Motion-.

Though it was not fully evident to the House that Lord Melvi.Me had any direct

gain from the transactions which were alluded to, yet he conld not say that his

Lordship had not received accommodation from them. It was, however, very

clearly m evidence, that Mr. Trotter had acted on a very large and extensive

scale. If the House was once to suffer a Minister to say, that he had connived at

the breach of a law, by his deputy, a confidential deputy, a confidential servant,

constantly for a number of years, and that the superior was to be allowed to pass
uncensured, because no personal corruption had been proved against himself; if

that was once to be admitted as a principle by which the conduct of the House
of Commons was to be directed, there was no security remaining for the faithful

discharge of any Public Trust. -Such was the opinion which he entertained of the

consequences of the loss ofconfider.ee and honour, that it was beyond the value of

any thing else which could be set in balance against it. Much as the People of

England disliked the conduct of Charles I, in levying Ship Money without the con-

sent of Parliament, they thought it ten times worse that the Judges gave their opi-
nion in favour ofthe measure. When the Body that they 1m iked to for protection
had declared against them, they saw no resource to which they could then law-

fully turn, and the consequences were too well known for him to think it necessary
to repeat them. The House was now applied to as the. Constitutional Guardians
of the People's Rights, and he should discharge his duty to the People to the best

of hisjudgment as an upright Member of that House, and as a conscientious Man,
in giving his vote this night. He thought that the case was broad, plain, and pal-

pable before them, and gave the Motion his most sincere support.

Sir C. Price observed, that as a Magistrate and a Man, he felt himself most

fully justified in declaring, that if Lord Melville had been entirely free from any
criminality, he would have answered more fully and unequivocally than he had
done. He therefore supported tiie original Motion.

Lord Archibuld
r
lItimiUon rose, lie said, at that late hour, only to remark, that

no one Scots Member had spoken against the nefarious proceedings of the two
Scotsmen, whose conduct had been the subject of the Debate. He rose, therc".-

Jwre, to declare, that he should vote for the original Motion.
The House then divided on the Original Motion.

Ayes '-Mo' Noes i!16.

1 i numbers being thus even, the Honourable Speaker gave the casting vote.

AYE, ONE
;
which made 217 for the origin.il Question.

The other Motions *ere then put seriatim, and carried in the 'affirmative, with-
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out interruption, till they came to the llth, containing the censure on Lord Mel-
ville.

Mr. Pitt here moved an amendment to leave out the last words, "
gros

violation of the Law, and a high breach of duty ;'' and to insert the words,
" con-

trary to thf intention oi' the Law."

On (his a Debate took place.
Mr. Grey said, that it \\ould be a scandalous dereliction of their own dutv,

to
s-.'.y,

that the connivance of Lord Melville in the conduct of Mr. Trotter was
not a gross violation of Law, and a high breach of duty.

Mr. Pitt said, he would withdraw that amendment, and only move to insert
after the words " for purposes of private interest or emolument," the words " to
Mr. Trotter," because he said there was no proof or confession that he connived
at the drawing out of the Money for his own interest or emolument. Nay, he
hud in his Letter denied it.

Sir William Pultcney said, he thought this would be reasonable, provided the
words " as acknowledged by Lord Melville," were inserted.

Mr. Wkitbread said, he had no particular objection to this amendment. The
words in his Motion had been left general, because it was confessed that the Sums
were drawn out for private interest and emolument, but not specified directly
whether for Lord Melville as well as Mr. Trotter.

In this way the Motion was read by the Chair. It then stood thus :

" That the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Melville having been priw to and
comi'ved at the withdrawing from the Bank of England (as acknowledged by
Lord Melville) for purposes of private interest or emolument, to Mr. Trotter,
Sums issued, &c."

Mr. Windham contended, that after the clear elucidation of the case, the
Treasurer of the Xavy could answer whether or not he had derived advan-

tage from the Public Money ;
and till then the words in tha Resolutions ought

to be left ambiguous.

Mr. For said, that the attempt to screen Lord Melville from the result of the

previous Resolutions by so trifling an amendment, would do the Xoble Lord n

good, but would put that House in a very aukivard point of view.

Mr. Witberf'orce said, that not to brand the transaction by the epithets of gross

violation of the Law, and a high breach of Duty, after the confession of Lord

Melville, would be ignominious to the House.

Mr. Sheridim said, that the amendment made the Motion almost nonsense. To

say, iu the first instance, that Lord Melville connived for sixteen years, and

then to fritter away tiie conclusion, was a most extraordinary way of acquitting
his Colleague.

Mr. Bustard said it was impossible for any Gentleman to support such an

amendment.

MT. T. Grencllle spoke to the same effect.

Mr. Pitt persisting in his declaration that he would take the sense of the House,

the Gallery was cleared ; but on the question being put on the Motion H-* it

originally stood, the Speaker declared that the Ayes had it, and Mr. Pitt did not

divide.

The two other Motions were then pat and carried.

Mr. IVhitlrutd said, he had of course a Motion necessarily to make in con-

sequence of the. Resolutions of the House that day, but it was then too late.

Mr. Pitt moved, that the House should adjourn to Wednesday.

Mr. Foi submitted to the good sense of the House, whether in so critical a

moment they should adjourn over a single day. They would recollect, that the

Country was now in the hands of a disgraced Ministry.

Mr. Pitt pleaded for an adjournment, and hinted, that it might be nectjssars ia

the present circumstances.

The House accordingly adjourned to Wednesday.

7
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APRIL 10.

Sir William, Scott moved the order of the day for the second reading of t7i

Prize Courts Bill.

Sir Charles Pole expressed a wish that this measure should not be hurricil

through the House, hut that the Hon. Member would consent to haTe it printed,
and that sufficient time should be allowed to the Parties concerned, to consider
the jeveral clauses which it contained.

Sir W. Scott proposed to have the Bill read a second time this day, and com-
mitted proforma to-morrow, after which he should move to have it printed, and
after the holidays recommitted, when as much time as the lion. Gentleman
should deem necessary should be allowed.

The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be committed to-morrow.

Mr. Giles desired to be informed, whether it was the intention of his Majesty's
Ministers to bring forward a Bill for continuing for a further period the Com-
mission ofNaval Inquiry; as if not, he should feel it his duty to submit a Motion
to the House on that subject, at an early day after the holidays.

LORD MELVILLE.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, the moment he entered the House, rose to

state, that in consequence of the decision of the House on a former evening, Lord
Melville had tendered his resignation of the Office of First Lord of the Admiralty,
which resignation his Majesty had been graciously pleased to accept.

Mr. Whitbread moved, that the resolution which the House had come to re-

specting Lprd Melville, on Monday night, be read, which being read,

The Hon. Mcr.iber rose, and spoke to the following effect : I rise, Sir, in pur-
suance of the notice I gave on a former evening, to submit a proposition winch
is the natural consequence of the resolutions that have just been read. This

proposition is of such a nature as I cannot be induced to abandon by the noti-

fication that the llight Hon. Gentleman lias made to the House ; for the event
to which that notification refers, by no means answers the object of my Motion.
I feel that much more is due to the vote of this House, and to the feelings of the

Public. The demand of Public Justice is not yet satisfied. If the Issue of the

debate of Monday evening were merely of a personal or party nature, if our

object only was to injure the feelings of Lord Melville, we might be satisfied

with hi* removal. from the responsibility, dignity, and emolument, attached to the

high Office that has been mentioned. As far as the principle of Individual hu-
miliation can extend, the triumph is complete indeed. But I trust it cannot be

imagined that any Gentlemen who act with me on this important occaMon, are

actuated by any private or party feelings. No
;
the Cause in which we are en-

gaged is of the highest nature. It is the Cause of Public Justice. It is that

which we shall not abandon, but still continue to urge from the fairest motives,
until complete satisfaction shall be obtained. I am fully assured of the pure and
exalted views of those by whom I have the honour to be supported ; and for

myself I can say, that if I know my Own heart and feelings, I am completely free

from the slightest influence of a vindictive spirit. Impelled by a sense of duty
to my Country to bring forward this Accusation, my opinion of the grounds upon
which it rested has been justified by your concurrence. I have appealed to you,
and you have given me your verdict that Lord lleluille has been guilty ofgrouty
improper conduct, as.d that he, nf course, Jserves punishment. Thus stigmatized bj
the vote of this House, and aware that he must, in consequence, be dismissed,
Lord Melville has done nothing more than that which would naturally suggest
itself to any man's feelings ho had tendered his resignation. But although that

resignation has bsc-n acc.-pted although Lord Melville has been removed from
a high Office, what security have we, what security has the Country, that he may
not be restored to-morro-.v to the same Office.; or placed in sonic oilier high and
confidential situation ? Is ir fit that any ground for even the apprehension of
such a circumstance should exist ? Is it lit that a possibility of its occurring should
not be guarded against? It is necessary to the dignity 'of the Country to the
*Usfectii>B of the j>eople-to the rouMsiency of this House, that the 'return of
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Lord Melville to power should be rendered impossible. (A cry of Hear ! Hear!)
In reflecting upon the event of a former night's debate, I cannot but feel that it

was a proud day for this Country, and I am persuaded that such is the general

feeling. Can any one who looks abroad for a moment doubt the approving
testimony which the people so gladly bear ? The assembly of Members was, on
that occasion, unusually numerous. The point came to the balance, and it rested
with the Chair, that seat of impartiality, to determine upon what side it should
turn. It remained for you, Sir, without wounding any party spirit, to decide
which Party was right, and your decision was founded in Justice. That decision,

Sir, was consistent with the dignity of your station and character, and has secured

you the gratitude of your Country. No where has it produced dissatisfaction,

but in tin breast of the criminal. All that are honest, independent, and just,

rejoice and thank us. Such, indeed^s ibe exultation abroad, such is the plea-
sure that is visible in the looks of the people, that one might say that our history

may be read in a nation's eyes. After having done so much, after having
obtained so much gratitude for our conduct, shall we not take another step to

complete our work ? Shall we not render it impossible that Lord Melville shall

ever again pollute the Councils or Presence of his Majesty ? (A cry of' Hear !

Hear !) At the same time that I express my feelings thus warmly, with respect
to the Delinquent who is the object of my Motion, let it be understood, that it i*

my particular wish to speak with the utmost deference to this Assembly, which ha

conducted itself with so much hoiionr. Let me assure yon, that if I did not think

the .Motion which I am about to submit essentially necessary, with respect to the

Individual whom yon have so math stigmatized by your Vote, I should not

press it upon your attention. From all that I have collected among my own

friends, who belong to the Party with which I have the honour to act, (and to

act with such a Party I shall certainly always it-el uy Pride and Honour,) ai

well as what I can understand from the Gentlemen who generally oppose, but

who happened on this occasion to concur with that Party ; it appears to be the

generally prevailing Sentiment, that farther and more eiFectuai proceedings
should be taken against Lord Ale/rit/e. Other proceedings will undoubtedly be

had ; b\it upon this occasion it is ;ny intention, to .submit a Motion, tiie oliject

of which will be to deprive that Noble Lord of every civil office he holds, during

the pieasurc of the Crown, and to dismiss h;m from his Majesty's Councils and

Presence for ever. I ask ef the Right Hon. Gentleman opposite (Mr. Pitt),

Whether he is prepared to make a pledge to that effect ? I also ask, Whether the

Vote of this House has been treated with a due deference in another quarter ?

Whether Trotter has been dismissed ? (Mr. Canning answered, Yes.) Has

Wilson also been dismissed? (Mr. Canning answered, No.) Then I say that all

this was necessary, in respect to the decision of this House. There may, how-

ever, be particular reasons why Wilson should not be dismissed for a few days.

Some arrangements may he previously necessary. But is it not the intention

to dismiss him? (Mr. VVhitbread paused for an answer; but none was given,

and he resumed.) Whether or not it be the intention of the Right Honourable

Gentleman to dismiss Wilfnn, sure I am that he ought to be dis-missed, and that,

from his conduct before the Commissioners, he is unlit to hold any Public Office.

He was evidently the accomplice of Lord MdciUe and Trotter; and as those

DHmc-'ients have been dismissed, Wilson ought certainly to meet the same iate.

W'lh respect to the course of proceeding I mean hereafter to follow against

Lord MeiutHe and Trotter, I shall rail myself of this opportunity to give notice,

that ii is my intention, immediately after the Holidays, to move, that the Attorney

(Jei'eral shall be directed to take" measures to compel those Delinquents to give

an amount of the Monies they have had, and to refund the Profits obtained

throu-hthe nufai>propi:ati,.n of the Public Money, As to the way m which

tlr, should be done, that matt be left to the judgment of the Right Honourable

Gentleman himself. There are other proceedings also which t wijl be necessary

to take. There are many dark and rujsteriou> points connected with tne lenth

Il-Hort, and other subjects which must be brought to light. It is my purpose to

,D ,-,W an Inquiry ii-.to those several topics. It A stated in tne Tenth Report that

Snrna of Money liad been transferred from the Treasury 01 the Navy to othv

in *ih illegality
of such conduct the Right Hon. Gentleman over
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against me (Mr. Pill) has confessed that he was a Party to a certain extent.

The purpose for which transfers were made might be meritorious; but still it

must be recollected, that the transfer was a violation of the Law. This violation

is admitted ;
arid whether the purpose to which the money was applied, was, or

was not meritorious, yet remains to be seen. To inquire into this, and variou*

Other transactions, I shall, after the Holidays, move for the appointment of a

Select Committee. Give me Icnve here to observe, that nothing can lie of more

importance than that the. Public Money should not be disposed of by any other

authority than the Vote of 1'arliaiiient; and here is a direct, avowed assumption
of (hat authority. \Vhaiever the pretence, or however meritorious the object, I

feel that this withdrawing of Money from one Service to supply the, purposes of

another at the mere will of a Minister, calLs for the most serious examination. It

is rather remarkable, that this practice of 'misappropriating the Money belong-

ing to (he Treasury of the Navy, appears to have taken place only while Lord
Melville was in office. IS'o transfer, or even negotiation for such a transfer, seems
to have occurred during the time of any of those who preceded or succeeded the,

Kohle Lord in that Office. The reason of this singular difference, and whether

any, and what justification can be produced for that part of the Xoble Lord's

conduct, may be ascertained in the Commitiee, as I must suppose that papers are

in existence to account for such transactions that some records of the cause of

such things is preserved that nil the documents respecting these particulars also

are not burned. (A cry of Hear! Hear!) Several other parts of the Tenth

Report, upon which I shall not now dwell, and many subjects besides, which are

not included in that Report, but which call for examination, may be referred to

the consideration of the Committee. I touched slightly the other night on the

conduct of the Bank of England in the course of this transaction. It appears that

the Cashier had not sufficient Vouchers, according to the Act, for the Money
advanced to Mr. Trotter. I am, however, given to understand, that there was a

slip or mistake in the. evidence of the Cashier before the Commissioners, but that

the conduct of the Bank was correct. If this be the case, the imputation should

Tiot be suffered to remain
; a farther examination should be instituted, and may

arise before the Committee. Before that Committee, also the Right Honourable
Gentleman opposite (Mr. Pitt) may have his conduct inquired into. That Right
Honourable Gentleman, according to what I have heard in the course ofcon-

Tersation, and indeed it is the general rumour, was for years apprised of the

irregular manner in which the Public Money was drawn from the Bank by
Trotter, and that he never attempted to put a stop to that practice. This is a
serious Charge against the Right Hon. Gentleman, and may be referred to the

Consideration of the Committee, before whom" he will have an opportunity for

explanation. Unless the Right Hon. Gentleman shall exculpate himself fwrt
the guilt of such connivance, serious proceedings must be taken against him al-".

What ! that the Finance Minister of the Country should be acquainted with sucrj

proceedings, as I have every reason to believe that he was, and not take mea-
sures to prevent their continuance ? Is not this matter deserving of inquiry? and,
if the rumour be. we 11 founded, of serious animadversion ? The Case of Jellicoe

also I would propose to refer to the Committee. 'Jliat certainly forms a serious

Charge, not merely against Lord Melville, but against other persons. If I am
rightly informed, the Commissioners of the Treasury were implicated in the Guilt
of this Case, and are responsible for the loss arising from the debt which
Jellicoe's property owed to the public. We have been .*peaking so much in the
course of this discussion of Millions, that perhaps the 24,0001. due from the

property of Jellicoe may nor appear of much consequence. Indeed, such talk

about Millions has had tiic effect of making even tiie Right Honourable Gentle-
man on the other side, (Mr. Pitt) forget Ins arithmetic, and confound 131 Mil-
lions with !<<() Millions. Bui the CUM. of Jellicoe appears to me, notwithstanding
the comparatively iroaHeT amount of the Sum, to be

peculiarly entitled to at-

tendon, it affords an opportunity of estimating th>- conduct' of the Commis-
i.> of the. Treasury, v, ho will be found, I am justified in believinir, to have

granted Lord Melville a rele;.>c tvom this debt most improperly, and to have
acted on very false grounds. This may be brought to light before the <

Perlup, also, evidence m:iy be found by this Committee, to juccruut
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thai important question, Wliethcr Lord Melville had any participation, and to

what amount, of the profits resulting from the use which Trotter made of the
Public Money ? This is a most material point to establish.; and if it be, possible to

get at the facts of this part of the subject, 1 have no doubt that the. Cjmanttee
will he ahle to accomplish it. The principal cause ofthe suspicion impressed upon
my mind that Lord Melville did participate with Trotter in his illicit gaiuSi Arises,

as I before nventioned, from the fond attachment with which the Noble Lord
so long, and under the various changes of circumstances, clung to (hi- Oiiici.' of
Treasurer of the Navy ;

and it is remarkable, thai not one, of his friends has at-

tempted to account for this attachment, or to remove the impression it is natural! y
calculated to produce. This omission must serve to strengthen the impression in

the mind of an v man, that the motive of such attachment w;.-: suspicions. Adam
Smith observes, that two and two in the Customs don't always make four. Lord
.Melville, although so frequently heard in this Hou-e to complain of the gre:it

iatigue he had to encounter in the discharge of his oilicial diitv, and the quantity
of business he had to perform ; yet thought proper to add to the Presidentship
of the Board of Contronl, and Treasurership of the Navy, &c. that of Minister of

War. lam not now about to argue, that the Ollice of Treasurer of the Navy is

unnecessary, although it appears, that in that Uflice Lord Melville had no bu-

siness to perform. Then he found it convenient to accept the place of Secretary
of State; the Salary of which he declined, retaining the Salary of the Treasurer

of the Navy, although tie one. was as good as the other; the Salary
of each being 40001. a year. It is curious to think what could have been the

reason of this preference. These are the circumstances which have urged me to

suspect Lord Melville of a participation in the fraudulent profits of Trotter. But
whether lie has been guilty of this participation or not, he stands convicted of

rhe most odious thing imputed to him
;
that of sanctioning the misapplication of

the Public Money. This is the principal Article of Charge against him, and this

Charge he has acknowledged. After this acknowledgment from his own month,
;ind the Vote of this House; upon it, it would be inconsistent with the dignity of

the Country to allow such a man as Lord Melville to remain in any Oilice under
the Crown, from which he can be removed. The removal of Lord Mctciilc from

un Oilice of such high rank and honour as the Presidency of the Admiralty, is no

doubt a tireut humiliation; but yet that is not sufficient to satisfy the ends of

Public Justice, one hair's breadth beyond which I do not wish to proceed.
V> hen these ends are attained, the duty I have undertaken will have been dis-

charged. Hut, until then, I should not wish it to go forth, that this House should

oven manifest a disposition to stop short. It' punishment only were our object,
it mis;ht perhaps be said, that Lord Melville has had enough of that in his degra-

dation, and whin his feelings must in consequence sutler. But it will be recol-

lected, that punishment is not our only object. Kvamplc is the great end we.

should have in view, and that end we shall not have reached until the criminal

shall have suffered all the. consequences tl'at should justly attach to his Crime.

If Lord Mdvllle should escape those consequences,' we shall not have done our

duty. Independent of the Oilices and K. loluni.-nts held by Lord Mck-i'le, 1

understand t hut since his last accession to Administration, even within the last

year, he has had l.">00i. a \var conferred on him for life, in addition to the Re-

venue, of a Patent Oilice lie holds in Scotland. This Noble Lord hail, it seems,

retired from public alrairs, as it uas said, for life. Hut the circumstances, not.of

(he Counlrv, but of the peculiar wish an 1 necessity of the Right Honourable

Gentleman' on the otlu.r side ^Mr. Piit'!, drew the Noble Lord from Ins retire-

ment, and he became a Member of the Administration formed by the Right
Honourable. Gentleman. The Noble lord was appointed to a:i OJiee, the tint

in rani, power, and patronage, in the Country, with the exception of that only

.vhirh is held by the Right Honourable Ccailem'.ui (Mr. Pitt). But yet that was

<; -t ulicK'nt to content Lord Mclcillc. No, he must be induced to accept it by
the niMnl 1 have already alluded to of l.tOOl. :i year f..r life. Previous to tins

addition, a grunt was 'made to Lady Melville t*;.t 01 die Public Money. Tlie,

iii. -rits of Lady Melville are quite out of the question. AM this liberality must be

iiiisidered as :i compliment to the sen ices and character .-f Lrd AieUilIt . But

there is something very mysterious about this grant. It wa_< nude in a. very

/Jat. 2T&ron. atol.XJ I 1. s s
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clandestine manner. Tn point of fact, under such circumstances, tlmt there is

good reason to believe those who lixed their names to the unmt were not aware
of the nature of it. It was indeed one of those gttmt.s that, I fancy, it never
was expected that any Investigation would take place respecting, or perhaps
that it would ever be. noticed. I have reason to entertain strong doubts thai the

grant of 15001. a year, as an addition to Lord Melville's salary as Lord Privy
Seal of Scotland, is not valid. If revocable, it certainly ought to be revoked
under the .Motion I mean to submit. This Motion, which, under all the circum-
stances of the case, I have thought it my duty to brin? forward, will, I trust,

meet the approbation oi the House. Gentlemen who honoured me with their

support to the resolutions on the table, cannot consistently refuse to concur in

this proposition, which is the natural rttlt of those resolutions. L'yen many of
the Gentlemen who differed with me on a former evening, from a wish for a
further uvji'.iry, '.U, I hope, seeing that such decisive resolutions have been

adopted, support the consistency of the House, by voting with in? on this oc-

casion, should tin- Gentlemen en the other side press tins (ju-vstion to a, division.

The II ri-;<!rable Member, after repeating the opinion, that he had good grounds
for!, . jtlMt a decisive majority concurred with him as in the necessity of
this i;:i .:;,ure, concluded with moving,

" That an humble Address should bo
-.pt"d to his MajrMy, praying that he would be graciously pleased to dismiss

Lord "Melville from all Offices he'd by him during pleasure, and also from lus

Councils and Presence tor ever."

Mr. Catming rose to oppose the arguments of Mr. Whitbread. How-
evrj- desirous the Hon. Gentleman might have been of disclaiming any oilier

motives, for the course he pursued, tSau what proceeded from a wi-h to establish

an example, he could not help thinking, and he was sure nririy more were of the
same opinion, from the topics v.!i!.-/i the Hon. Gentleman Imd introduced, and
the time he had adopu-d, ilia' ;:i had been actuated by something men' than by
the motives he had allr-dgei.!. '.I'iic. lion. Gentleman had given a specimen of the-

spirit by which he was actuated when he set cut, with asserting that what Lord
Melville had done in obedience to the resolutions and wish o : ;he House, which
he was himself by no means disposed to find fault with, now <; it it had become
the. act of the. House, was imputabh; to him as nn aggravation of his guilt.
'What would have been the let hugs and the animadversions of the Honourable
Gentleman, what his expressions of indignation and resentment, if the House
had met this day, Lord Mel vilh;/ instead of bowing to its decision, still continuij)"
i" hold thcOtlice of First Lord of the Admiral! \

'

(A cry of lieu r ! Hear! from
the Opposition Benches.) \Vouldhe not have made that the ground of further
and increased invective? (Still a loud en/ of Hear!) lie was sure the Hon.
Gentleman opposite (Mr. George. Ponsonby), who had urged his suffering Mr.
Trotter to continue in Office, an accusation of his conduct, would, in the present
instance, if he possessed any of the character or spirit of a British Lawyer, con-
Jess that his accusation was unfair, unfounded, tyrannical, and despotic. (A
Itmtl cry iij

Hem- ! Hear!) Kith regard to Mr. Wilson, he still continued in the
same Olliee which he before, held. The Honourable Gentleman had asked,
Whether lie loo had been dismissed? The Hi^ht Hon. Member, as far as he,

could discover, had no reason to think that Mr. Witson had been in any vvav

implicated. .Mr. Wilson had been one of those who had been reported by the
Commissioners as having given reluctant testimony, fie WHS convinced that a
more conscientious Otficer did not exist, if the decision of the House should be de-
clared against continuing Air. Wilson in Oiiice, he should deem it his duty to

obey. The Honourable Gentleman had, in adverting to the Resolutions adopted
fcy the House on the former night, dwelt with exultation on the virtue that had
U;n displayed. The Honourable Gentleman might have adverted to many in-

stances of equal virtue, not only iu the best periods of the most distinguished
times of our history, but he might also have found a similar instance of patriotic
r.indiict in 1795, when two Noble Lords (Lords Grey and St. Vincent) were on
tueir trial before the House under similar circumstances. These Noble Lords
hud been then defended by their political enemies; and the Noble Lore], the

object of the Motion of this night, had fought in that House many obstinate
battles iu their dtkuce. This Noble Lord, who Imd acted so generously ON that
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occasion, so far frpm experiencing eqmti generosity, was now perseeutrd it-id
hunted down

;
and by whonSteby the friends of Lord Grey and Earl St. Vincenr.

He congratulated the GenWSmen on their sense, true spirit, and virtue, and
prayed God Almighty to forbid that he should ever imitate their example/

Mr. Creii and Mr. G. Pontonby rose at the same time. Mr. Ponsonby having
with same difficulty given way,

Mr. Grey said it was impossible for him on the sort of appeal made by the lion.
Gentleman who spoke last, an appeal which could have no advantageous effect
whatsoever for persons whose characters wen- under consideration, not to offer
himself tor a few moments to the House. The Honourable Gentleman congra-
tulated him, and those about him, on what he was pleased to term more than
Spartan virtue, of being insensible to the sur.porc which those who were most dear
to them had formerly received from the person now under accusation : and the
Hon. Gentleman at the same time represented that this person had, on that
occasion, fought the most difficult battle ever remembered in that House. He
begged the Hon. Gentleman and the House to recollect the circumstances of that

transaction, and on the strength of that recollection h disclaimed and denied the

difficulty so broadly stated. The noble persons alluded to had, in that instance,
received support from those \vho had recommended them to the Crown, and
among the few solid glories of the last War, he hoped to be allowed to rank the
services they had performed. He hoped to be allowed also to claim credit for
their conduct in not flying from inquiry, in not seeking shelter in delay and
subterfuge, but boldly and candidly appealing to the justice of the House, and
desiring the strictest investigation. Under these circumstances, he disclaimed the
idea that any benefit had been conferred on them. The Defence afforded on
that occasion, was no more than was due in justice to the Country, and what (hose
who had recommended the Officers whose conduct was under discussion owed
to themselves. This was the sentiment of the Honourable Gentleman who moved
the amendment at the time, being of opinion, th.it the original resolutions did not

express fairly the sense that ought to be entertained of tl. conduct of tlu-.se

Noblemen. These noble persons had been recommended to the Crown to

conduct an arduous enterprise, and they had succeeded
; they afterwards en-

countered difficulties
;
and the Hou^e was of opinion, on full consideration of the

case, that no blame was to be imputed to them. No benefit was therefore con-
ferred ; and if any person conceived it was a favour, that person must have a
different view of the case from what he had. With respect to the merit assumed
for recommending without partiality persons of all Parties for the public service

of the Army and Navy, he begged the House to recollect, that if, instead of em-

ploying thost- meritorious Officers who were best qualified to serve the Country,

private pique and narrow considerations v.erc to prevail, to the exclusion of

those meritorious Officers, and to the employment of others less capable of pro-

moting the national glory, the person who \\ould act on such a system would be

guilty of a gross dereliction of public duty. The. persons best qualified to attain

the objects the Country looked for, were in these instances above all others to

be called upon by those at the head of affairs, without any consideration of po-
litical animosity. As to the difficulty of the battle fought in the House for the

noble persons whose conduct was then under discussion ; the Honourable Gentle-

man was then a Member of the House, though he did not t;tke a part in tbe

debate, he might therefore have recollected that the Minority, on that occasion,

amounted only to sixteen, the odd sixteen of the other ni^ht. Where then was

the difficulty that the Hon. Gent, had represent!
1

'.!, and the extraordinary merit

and exertion of the person whose conduct was now under consideration, to obtain

the decision then made. It was not agreeable to him to enter into these par-

ticulars, but he could not sit silent under the unprovoked and ill-judijed allusion

of the Hon. Gentleman ill-judged, for the Character and the Cause which

the Hon. Gent, was -upporthiir. For himself, however warmly he felt at times,

no one was generally less liable to excess of warmth it was not in his nature ;

the Hon. Gentleman did not know him
;
but those who did know him, know that

lie was incapable of holding permanent resentment against any man
;

it was im-

possible he could have any ajjamst the Noble Laid -.vhose conduct was now the
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subject of debate. lie would bear testimony for his Hon. Friend who had

the Motion, Iliat lie was a-, little likely to be artuated by ,uch feelings, and the

House would i:,<> with him in (lie understanding, that the only motive was a

sense of duty, winch they hud snx-tioned. lie was of opinion, that if any blame

lay, it was (or not Ivm*. siifhnently scu-.re. The Honourable Genrieman said,

this attack v n pursued with bitterness. 'i"h;it it was maintained with strength
In- was ready to allow ; but that thop'. was no rancour in pressing the House to a

declaration of its just, souse on delinquency *o clearly established, was what he

maintained, and he was sure the House would go with him. If it were the

gem-mi sentiment of the llou.se that tlie present Motion should not be now

pressed, he should not be for pressing it
;
hut till si>me better reason could be

offered on the other side than thosi; urged by the Hon. Gentleman, lie thought
tbe House having conic to the resolution that the Noble Lord was guilty of a

cross \iolation of the Law, and culpable neglect of his duty, the House wovld
rot sustain its character it such a resolution was suffered to remain on the

Journals without being followed up. Nothing like argument had been blended
with the appeal made to the passions of the House, from the other side. His

Hon. Friend had been misrepresented when he wa.s slated to have said, that

what the Hon. Gentleman had called an act of humiliation and deference to thf

sense of the House, was an aggravation of his guilt. What his Majesty's Mi-

nister, the friend of the Noble Lord, had .stated, that the Noble Lord had ten-

dered his resignation, and that it had been accepted, would, in other circum-

stances, be suflicient. As to the question put by the Honourable Gentleman, of an

adjournment for the day in the express expectation that his Majesty's Minister*

would do their duty by dismissing Lord Melville, not wilh the intention that it

should he left a matter of choice to Lord Melville, asitwaslhe sense of thr

House that the Noble Lord should be removed from his Majesty's Councils for

ever. With a resolution of this kind on the Journals of that House, he con-

ceived it impossible Lord Melville could hold any situation of trust or con-

fidence. (Conceiving some surprise to he expressed by Mr. Pitt at this idea.)
If the Right Honourable Gentleman meant to intimate that there was any
danger of Mich an event, it was particularly lit to guard against it: hut he still

conunued to say, that after Mich a resolution, there was no danger of tbe Noble
Lord's being appointed to any Office of trust. Still, however, the Noble Lord was
a .Member of hi* Majesty's Privy Council, and he ought to be so no longer. In

Scotland the Olfices which the Noble Lord held were chiefly fi.r life ; but he held

others during pleasure, and he ought to be removed from them, if the Justice

oHhe House, or of the Country, was to be satisfied. If Lord Melville had had
an increase of his salary as Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland, on his coming
into the Office of First Lord of the Admiralty, he hoped, if it was intended on his

retiring from the Admiralty, that lie should retain that and all his other honours and

emoluments, the good sense of the House would put a negative on that inten-

tion. Till, therefore, some better arguments were adduced than the appeal to the

feelings and delicacy of the House, he should persevere in supporting the Mo-
tion. He adverted to the Charge f unwarrantably made on his Honourable and
l.i , rued Fin :ul behind him (Mr. Pousonby), who was accused of conduct in-

consistent wi'h Hriiish Law and .British Justice, with tyrannical and despotic

principles in pressing the punishment of this delinquency
1
. . He had been called

up by the personal allusion that had been made by the Hon. Gentleman
;
but

being up, h thought it right to state thus far hi> reasons for supporting t!i<

Motion; arid he saw nothing in all the Hon. Gentleman had uttered wilh so

much runt and fury, to induce him to alter his opinion. The Motion was a ne-

cessary consequence of the resolution of the former night, and ought to be sup-
ported by every friend to tlie honour of the House, to the Justice ol the Country,
.Mid i he Character of Administration.

Mr. Ponsonini was sure , that after this very marked personal allusion which the

Hon.Kientlenirtti who spoke on the other side had made in so very broad a manner
t" him, there was not a Member in tin- House who would not excuse him lor so

immediately pressing himself upon its attention. He owed this to that value
he had always had for the L^od opinion of the Houv since he had the honour
to be a Member of it; but that good opinion was doubly due to him since the
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Vote of the last night of meeting. The good opinion of an Assembly so raised,
jo exalted, so justly established in the admiration and gratitude of th Country,
and so honourably entitled to the applause and approbation of the World, could
not but be matter of increasing value to every man who could claim the hapiii-
ness to enjoy any portion of it. The Honourable Gentleman said, if he had im-
bibed the principles of British Law, he would not have advanced the tyrannical,

despotic, and arbitrary doctrines he had maintained. He was extremely un-
fortunate if lie had advanced such doctrines. But he was not aware that he
had. It was in his recollection that he had been followed in thai debate by nn
Honourable and Learned Gentleman, not less high in authority fur legal know-

ledge, than he was in legal station, (the Master of the Rolls). That Honourable
inid Learned Gentleman had done him the honour to notice some part of what
had fallen from him

;
and if he had hern guilty of uttering those arbitrary, ty-

rannic:il, and despotic sentiments, which the Honourable Gentleman charged on
him, he was sure they would not have escaped his animadversion. When the
Honourable Gentleman supposed him deficient in the principles of British Law,
lie conveyed an idea of distinction of countries. He was not ashamed of hig

country ! and he trusted his country would never have occasion to be ashamed
of him. But if the Honourable Gentleman placed a value on British blood and
British connexion, he could boast, that as good British blood flowed in his veins,
and his British connexions were as honourable as those of the Hon. Gentleman

;

and though lie could not boast of those talents, which at so early a period of life

raised the Honourable Ge.itleman to that high station, which others could attain

only at a late period of life, by constant and toilsome exertion ; thotfgh lie who
had but slowly and gradually, and at a mature age, attained the moderate ele-

vation on which he stood, could not boast of such talents or such fortune, it was
some consolation to him, that he had never before been charged with being the

advocate of arbitrary power. He wished the Hon. Gentleman, therefore, in

future, if he. should do him the honour to notice what should lall from him, to

confine himself to what he had said. Being forced up by the personal allusion

niade to him, he should lake the opportunity to say a few word- to the ijiu-stion

before the House. The llight Honourable Gentleman opposite had no'itied thai

Lord Melville's resignation had been tendered and accepted, but the llight Hon.

Gentleman had not at the same time notified that this was to be the conclusion

of Lord Melville's political life. The resignation was but an act of obedience

due to the sense of the House ; but if it was to be understood that this obedience

was to conclude the Noble Lord's political career, he had so little personal hos-

tility
to him, so little disposition to press on his feelings, or to aggravate his fall,

! hat lie would be disposed lo acquiesce. But it remained now matter of con-

sideration, Wliclher, having ceased to be First Lord of the Admiralty, lie should

still be suffered to hold his other Offices of trust and emolument? He was a

Member of the Privy Council ;
and when persons had been struck off the list of

that Council for what they conceived their duty dictated, and without any vote

or resolution of the House of Commons, was it not natural that the House having

passed such a resolution, should exp. ct such a respect for it ? He would put

u ease : Supposing the personal friends of Lord Melville, in credit and power in

hi? Majesty's Councils, and suppose their creatures continually representing Lord

Jiielvillc as an injured individual, hunted down by unjust persecution ;
if the

Public, during a Vacation, should be continually impressed with the innocence

of this injured Minister, by the venal advocates that could be so easily mustered.

in his cause, he saw no reasons why he may not before the next Session be re-

stored to his former situation in the Cabinet. If the Right Hon. Gentleman gave

u ason to understand that this was to be the end and issue of the ^oble Lord's

public life, he. was not averse to the lenity of slopping the censure; but now

there was nothing to prevent his return if his Majesty's Ministers thought proper

to advise his Majesty lo employ him. There was no st cunts at present against

the re-employment of Lord Melville or any other person in like circumstances,

Af to the other parts of the business, he could not consent to let the.n nu-rge into

oblivion. When the Public Money got into the hands of agents, or any other

hand* into which it ought not to have got, it was the duty of Parliament to have

it accounted for and restored to the Public. He would also adhere lutiexibly t
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ihr other points, tliat the person at the head of the Treasury, as presiding OV<T

the whole administration of the Pu!>lic Money, hail !>cen guilty of culpabl"

negligence in overlooking their transactions. He was not disposed to impute
any improper motives to the Right Honourahle Gentleman, or to make the charge

lightly : hut it appeared in the Report that his supermtcndance was lax, and as

a Representative of the People it. was his' duty to call him to account; for

tfhiiigh lie was not a British Lawyer, or a British Representative, nor of British

birth, he would here claim it as a privilege due to that portion of British blood

that belonged to him, to consider himself the Representative of the People at

large, and to assume a right to investigate the Administration of the Empire in

ail ii? parts.

Mr. 5. Jliomton rose, in consequence of the. allfisions made this night and on a

preceding one to the evidence of ail experienced and meritorious Officer of the

Bank before the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. That Officer (Mr. Newland)
had there intimated that the drafts passed by tl.e Treasurer of the Navy had not

always expressed the service on which tlu-y were drawn, conformably to the

provisions of the Act of Parliament. If this were the case, the Bank was cer-

tainly to blame, as he held in his hand a copy of the power under which the

Paymaster had passed his drafts from the year 1786 until the resignation of Lord
Melville. This power stated in express words, " that he should be particularly
careful to specify in each and every draft the service for which the money was
drawn." The fact was, that Mr. Newland, (hough at the head of the Cashier's

department of the Bank, was not the OrhVer under whose inspection the detail of
this branch of business was carried on, and therefore had only delivered a rar.tter

of opinion. The Officer who paid the drafts from the Navy had assured the

Honourahle Member, that after every research in his power, and to the best of
his recollection, no draft had ever been paid without specifying the service.

Since August 180.'3, the mode of conducting the business had been varied, and
sums were written off at onc-e by the Bank from the Treasurer's account to that

of the Sub> paymasters of the Navy, which accounts were kept also with that

Corporation. He had long considered .Lord Melville an active, zealous, and
rrn'ritorioiis servant of the public, and the movers must excuse him if he could not
at once go the length of thinking with them, that he was deserving of such severe

degradation and punishment as the motion before the House went: to inflict.

Mr. Bnrhnm entered his protest against the introduction into the debate of th*

personal allusion to the case of two Noble Characters, relative to whom he had

Jornierly felt himself called upon to take an active part. Nothing could be more

injudicious than this reference. He contended no obligation had been imposed
on them, no benefit conferred by Ministers joining in their defence.

Mr. Ranges, though he was certain he was in no way entitled to offer his

ndvice to the Hon. Gentleman from whom the Motion came, with whom he had
TV ither personal acquaintance, nor any political connexion, would yet take the

liberty of recommending to that Hon. Gentleman not to persevere in this Motion.
If it should be persevered in at present, the same sense of duty which induced
him to vote with the Hon. Gentleman the last night would oblige him to vote

against him on this. He understood the sense of the adjournment on the former

flight to be, to allow an opportunity for his Majesty, from his own royal motive
}< remove Lord Melville; or for Lord Melville, teehng that he could be no longer
<n useful servant to his Majesty under the stigma that had been cast upon him, to

tender his resignation. Gentlemen seemed disposed to cavil with that resigna-

tion, but he maintained that such an act preceding any step taken by his Majesty
in consequence of the resolution of the House, could not he imputed to any other
motive than the Noble Lord's deference to the sense of the House, and his

delcnnination to conform to it as quickly as possible. It was to be considered
also, that the resolutions that had been agreed to were but part of Lord Melville's

rase, and tint they remained to be followed up wirli other proceedings. Could
there be a Ivttfr reason than this lor abstaining for the present from the reso-

lution now proposed ? It was impossible to foresee what may come out in the

inquiry which was a greed to on all sido>. Could any one undertake to sny tiiat

there may not be matter sufficient to culi for an impeachment : Was il then right
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toeroc-eed further, when llu- grounds ofthe ultimate determination and proceedings
iich the House should adopt were so imperfectly made out .' The precedent* on the

Journals uere^ so far as lie could make out, against voting an Address, .such as that
proposed. He instanced the cases of Sir 11. Waipole, Lord llauelu-h, and Lord
Hahlax. There was uo instance of an Address to remove a person not iu Otlice.
Sncli an Address, and indeed an Address under such circumstances, would be
absurd on the face of it. lie did not think there could be any intention or any
possibility of reinstating the Noble Lord in Oilice in the interval between the
present time and the period when this subject would bo again under the cogni-
zance of the House. It was possible too, that circumstances of extenuation nuty
come out in the further investigation, which would induce the House to content
itselt altogether with what it iiail dune. He believed such circumstances may
exist, and he vvoiud see them with more pleasure than the circumstances of delin-

quency and iiidlversaiion, which induced him to vole aganiat the Nol-le Lord the
last night. There being 110 precedent, no necessity, aud no probability of iiis

returning to power, he would vote against the -Motion.

The Chancellor of the T'.iclieqiter rather hoped and expected that the express un-

derstanding which had been given, and which he had no difficulty to confirm,
would have prevented further argument, and put a stop to any ulterior resolution.
Ihe House, he was sure, would be disposed to spare those who were nearly con-
nected with the Noble Lord, as well as those who could not help feeling the ten-

derest friendship for him
;
a feeling which he was sure the House would not be dis-

posed to censure. It was impossible while the vote of the former night was entered
on the Journals, that the House could apprehend any danger of seeing the Noble
Lord again in OtHce, unless the vote itself were ataii end. As to the extension of
the

inquiry, if any thing should come out in consequence of that to change the

opinion of the IIoii>e, he was sure Gentlemen would allow that the Resolution should
be changed with the opinion. But in no other case than the House being con-
vinced that the Resolution was founded in error, and rescinding it on that ground,
could the Crown be advised by its Ministers to re-employ the Noble Lord.
He had been misconceived by the Hon. Gentleman opposite (Mr. Grey) in ihe

expression of surprise he had uttered : it was surprise, not that the Hon. Gentle-

man should imagine there was no danger of his return, but that he shouM not. iu

the confidence that it could not take place with the llcsolution on the Journals,

think it unnecessary to press this Motion, which went only to attain the same end,

though by a different mode. This understanding, while it was conformable to the

liberality' of the House, would not take from its lirnmess the means of enforcing its

Resolution.

Mr. For rose to reply ;
and after some introductory observations, proceeded in

substance as follows -.The Right Hon. Gentleman who spoke second in the

debate, has delivered himself in a manner so extraordinary and injudicious, that

it is reallv hardly worth while to take notice of his observations. The Resolutions

of the House on Monday night seem so completely to have irritated the Right

Hon. Gentleman, and so fully to have overpowered his mind, that he has this

evening taken an opportunity of throwing forth his indignation without pnn-uhi.'g

himselfwith any grounds on which to exercise it. He has chosen to attack, with-

out the slightest appearance of truth, my Learned and Honourable Friend (Mr.

(j. Ponsonby) as the author of arbitrary" and despotic doctrines; and on tins I

shall not long detain the House, after what my Learned and Honourable Friend

has .said in so satisfactory a manner. The Kight Hon. Gentleman accuses my
Hono-vabk ami Learned' Friend of aibiirary docirines, because he says that a

person proved by evidence to have been guilty of a most corrupt use ot the Pub-

lic Money, vhould at least be suspended from his OlHce till the Charges against

'inm be (illy investigated. Now all that I have to say oil this is simply, that if

-icli doctrine be arb.tnuv, the most eminent labors in the kingdom h^tf
never

been Lack ward to promulgate it. It is a doctrine universally acknowledged and

acted ou mall the reLtious of life. V/hen we hear or read ol a bervani, or a

v
. -u.-1-ted wi' peculation or any other breach of trnst; and not ai.-.-.-.y
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suspected, but actually confessing guilt; we, of course order them to quit (lit-

Olfice where the grounds of suspicion arose, conceiving that p'-rsons <o situated

arc utterly unworthy of trust. But perhaps the Right Hon. Gcntfeiutau meant t<>

take up the business of the. Tenth Report, and was therefore unwilling to incur the

charge of prejudice by the discharge of Mr. Trotter before the Trial took place.
Under what circumstances is it that the Right Hon. Gentleman determines to re-

tain Mr. Trotter in the important office of Paymaster of the Navy ? lie hail

heard that before the Commissioners he refused in some cases to answer quest ion^

at r.ll, and in others had given equivocating replies. He had heard that he not

only refused to answer questions to which, supposing him innocent, the replv was

quite obvious but he had known T. to have used every effort to retard the in-

vestigation of the Commissioners
;
and after all this previous knowledge, the Right

Hon. Gentleman retains him in his employment as Paymaster. What, then, is

the reason for this most extraordinary conduct ? It is, Sir, that Trotter's case was
subjure, and the Right Hon. Gentleman does not wish to prejudge him on his

Trial. The Right Honourable Gentleman has this evening declared that Trotter is

dismissed, when lie is as much sub jure as he has been at any period since the

Commissioners finished their examination. Trotter has not been formally con-

demned by the House, for we have found him guilty only collaterally, our Reso-
lutions on Monday evening being exclusively directed against Lord Melville.

Perhaps, Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman was alarmed by the impression made by
our proceedings, (and they were calculated to make an impression on persons like

the Right Hon. Gentleman,) and, by a sudden impulse of feeling, thought it most

prudent to discharge Trotter without further delay. I cannot impute this decision

lo any other principle ;
for all the reasons that operated for retaining Trotter for

several months back, still continue in force. The next feature in the very extraor-

dinary speech of the Right Hon. Gentleman was the arguments lie used for the

lenient application of our Resolutions against Lord Melville, and the circumstances
on which thi.s lenity is to be founded. Perhaps, in what I am now about to say,
the Right Hon. Gentleman may think me bitter and rancorous ;

but in spite of

this, I feel myself called on to say, that I shall never sit in this House, and

patiently hear these extravagant panegyrics on Lord Melville's public conduct.
I am at a loss where to find what are the circumstances which are to incline us

so
powerfully to mercy. What particular claims does he possess lo induce the

House to pass over his aggravated offence with a comparatively trifling punish-
ment ? Is this motive to lenity to be found in the eagerness which his Lordship
has ever shown to heap up emoluments, and to systematise corruption ? Is it in

the gift of the Chiunberlainsliip of Fife granted to his wife, with arrears to a vast

amount, procured under false pretences ? Is it in procuring a year ago fifteen

hundred a year in addition, not, Sir, to the salary of First Lord of the Admiralty,
tor I know that is very inadequately paid, but in addition to his salary as Lord

Privy Seal for Scotland 5 But, Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman lays great stress

on his discovering no political or party partialities in the appointment of Officers

either for the Naval or Military Service. I deny, Sir, that there is the least me
rit in this supposed impartiality. It is what every Minister, whatever he is, is

obliged to preserve an appearance of, as an open dereliction of it would be at-

tended with instant disgrace. I need not remind the house that Lord North sent

Sir Charles Suunders and Admiral Keppel to Faulkland Islands, though that expe-
dition unfortunately failed. Indeed, Party distinctions were almost always from

necessity, overlooked. But, Sir, I cannot hear the Right Hon. Gentleman stat-

ing that the Noble Lord was free 'from Party violence, without reminding ths

House of one or two circumstances, which demonstrate existence of Party spirit
in all its most intolerant and disgusting features. I shall mention one, Sir, winch
fell within my own knowledge, and which will fully illustrate my position. At a.

period of the late War, when the danger of Invasion was supposed to he at th

height, when oilers of voluntary service were eagerly accepted, a numerous and

loyal body of men in Tavistock made a tender of their services. The tender was
refused by iliis sell same moderate Lord Melville, on the sole ground, for no other

could lie aUedged, that the Corps, when raised, was to be commanded by th'

Duke of Bedford. It may perhaps be imagined, that my feelings at the it col-
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'Section of the deceased are so strong as to hurry mt into tune degree of exagge-
ration; but I solemnly protest that I am stating the ma!!er preci-elv as it hap-
pened. And yet, Sir, we are to hear of Loid MeK i!!e

'

; moderation and perfect
f'r edoru from all party spirit. There is another circum-Unx_c, which alo pretty
strongly illustrates his Lordship's forbearance and superiority to uny of the work-
ings nf the an^ry passions, It is well known that the Dean of the Faculty ol'

ates in iv.i:iiii;u--j;h i> unu-rally the most eminent person in the Profession;
and that it is seldom ciiMonr.try to interfere with him from any political consider-
ations. Yet this i:iiUl and moderate Lord .Melville actually did interfere, and bv

employing a!l the influence of Government against the 'Hon. Henry Krslv.ne.a

Gentleman confessedly the most eminent at the Scotch Hnr, ho: was actually dis-

possessed ot'a situation which in1 had many years held with the greatest honour
and credit. .So much, Sir, for the boasted iiheruh'v of th.: Nobfe Lord, which
we were called on to look to fora motive to influence our decision. As to th

favour destowed on two Noble Lords, on which the Right Hon. Gentleman rested

t'i nmcli .stress, I entirely agree with my lion. Friend near me (Mr. Grey,) in every"
one of his observations. The Right Hon. (ien'lemari savs, that mV two lion.

Friends must possess Spartan virtue to he iihle to follow that line of accusation

against the Noble Lord which they had pursued. If extraordinary ex..Ttions in

v.rtuc were required, I don't know any ?i'en ui whom they would be more

readily found than in my Honourable Friends. J!ut I must beg leave to say,
that they are under no obligations to tiie Noble Lord for the defence he made of

t
:

iose relations, to whom t'sey were iKitinuUy so stronly aitached. Sir C.harles

Crey and Sir John Jervis were selected for a very difiicult service in the We -t

Indies, '.vJiich they performed with gallantry. Some misiniderslanduig, however,

L;, tiiey returned, and a Charge was preferred against them in this House,

if I recollect right, there were thne di\i-iions on the subject, when the .Minority

ere successively thirteen, fourteen, and seventeen, and tins was the formidable

phalaux which the Noble Lord had so much merit in combating. 1 take it for

granted, tliat he believed The Clifinre to' he false ; and it he d;d helie\e it to ho

unfounded, what merit had he in defending the iiaUant Oflicers ''

It ,v a no inure

; indispensable duty to those \Uiom he liad employed OH a difficult Service,

which they executed with promptitude, vigour, and success. If this be merit, it

;; impossible to say. Sir, how tar the line of obligation m-iy be extended. An
Honoiirable C'e:itle:uan under the Gallery (IMr. S. Thornton,) has given a curious

.: j'or voting for the Resolutions on Monday night, on which it is impossible
tor me not M make a few observations. He says, that he voted lor the Motion,

conceiving the Noble Lord guilty of a certain degree of negligence and inulteu-

tion. I confess I am utterly astonished at such a declaration, after attending to

the language of our Resolution, thai the Noble Lord had been gnslty of a gross

violation of an Act of Parliament, and a high breach of Duty. Surely, Sir, this

heavy Charge is not to be confounded with inattention and negligence. How the

Honourable Mem. t-r could have misunderstood them, is to me incomprehensible,

as they were particularly objected to on the other side of the House. With re-

spect to the Resolutions, it appears to me that they complete the criminal part,

of the Chars- e against the No: le Lord, and I am not at present for pressing any
.further proceedings in that way. If the Attorney General is to proceed against

him for refunding the Money derived from the profits oi Money misapplied,
'.his

will be by civil, and not by criminal action; for recovery of Money is a!wa\

ranked arnon<_' the civil actions. The snme observation -.u!l apply to any H iioa

for recovering, grants obtained under false pretences. I have the [esff objection

to press the Motion in the meantime, on the grounds of the pledge which the' Hon.

Gentleman h.is i!ns night so distinctly given to the House. 1 find. Sir, after a

careful examination, that during his Majesty's long reign, now u period ol nearly

Ibrty-iive years, only the Duke of Norfolk" and mvself have been dismissed Ins.

Majesty's Councils ;"
and 1 a.ssure you, Sir, we wi :h person as the Nobli

Lord to be our associate. I had almost ibrnotten Mr. Grattan, who had tl

fortune in Ireland. None of us conUl, however, proud ol any connexion fri

jmcli a Man as Lord Melville has shown hin^elfto be throughout his whole career

of life. I have said, Sir, that I would not now press the Muion to a discuss.on,

, dijrcn, Sol* XIII. T x
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in consequence of the Right Honourable Gentleman's pledge; hut I should b

grieved indeed to sec the Resolutions passed without being followed liy
some

lasting result. Such a work as that which we on Monday accomplished, must not

be suffered to pass away unimproved. From one end of the Empire to the other

the People will rejoice in the hope that a bettor system is about to be adopted,
and we must not let their just expectations bo disappointed. It is necessary for

us, by making Lord Melville a signal mark of the vengeance, of this House, to

show the Country that we are indeed their Representatives that we are deter-

mined equally to watch over their Property and their Liberties. The Public

have receivpcL.oar work with the purest gratitude ;
but is there no part of this

great work to belong to the Government ? Is his Majesty to have no opportunity
of manifesting his paternal interests on the subject ? in what situation do we
leave our Sovereign ? The People applaud us in the warmest terms. They say
the House of Commons have taken up our Cause against the whole host of Con-
tractors and Peculators. The House of Lords may do the same

;
and shall not

our beneficent Sovereign have an opportunity of expressing the warm interest he
takes in every plan for alleviating the burdens, and improving the condition ofhis

People ? I admire this House as the corner stone of the Constitution as the source

of ail reforms and improvements as the balance by which the Constitution is

kept in purity and vigour. But I do not wish to exclude the Monarchy 'Vom its

proper siiare in every beneficent work. I think our Resolutions ought to he pre-
sented to the Throne. Like us his Majesty has read the Report, but he h,i

hitherto had an opportunity of expressing his reelings on the subject. I strongly

impress this subject on the minds of Ministers. They are bound to carry the
Resolutions to the Throne. They owe it as a sacred duty to the King whom
they serve. After a few more observations, Mr. Fox consented to withdraw the

Motion now, on an understanding that the whole matter should hereafter be
fully

investigated.

Mr. Wilberforce repeated the opinion.which he expressed on Monday evening,
as to the importance of the subject, and the necessity of searching into abuses,
the existence of which was pregnant with danger to the Constitution and the

Country. It was by no means his wish to shelter public Offenders from that

punishment which the House were imperiouslv called upon by their duty to in-

ilict on them; but he certainly thought that the circumstances of the present case

were considerably changed by tlif resignation of the Noble Lord, and he there-

fore confessed, that he wished the Honourable Gentleman would withdraw his

Motion
;
at the same time, if the Honourable Gentleman pressed it to a division,

he by no means meant to say that he should vote against its adoption. In the
execution of their Public Duties, Public Men ought not to be governed by any
motives but those of Public utility. He did not like the system ot adhering to a

Party for the sake of that Party alone. "What had been said by an Honourable
Gentleman that evening showed the d.'ingcr of acting on such a system, although
he could not but admit" that Lord Melville had at least acted 'liberally in em-
ploying tiie- two Noble Lords alluded to. Mr. Wilbrriorce concluded with trust-

ing, that the determination of that House to reform tin- abuses in the Public

Departments, would not be a transient one
;
and that the Hon. Gentleman would

not hazard lessening the effect of the Vole of the House on Monday, by persistingm his present Motion, when it was evident that many Members 'were unfa-
vourable to the latter, who were warm in their approbation of the former

proceeding.

Mr. hinnaird would only trouble the House with one word on the observation
made by the Hon. Guitlcman in the Gallery, founded on the remarks of the

Tlight Honourable Gentleman opposite, who had said, that no one ever accused
the Noble Lord of being a bitter political enemy. Had that Right Honourable
Gentleman been in Scotland, he would baye beard the reverse ;

he would liavc
tiKtrd (hut the Dean of Faculty, a most learned, able, and beloved Man, had
b'.-rn turned out ofhis situation solely at Lord Melville's instigation, without any

i :i i-llodjjfd against 'him, but a difference of opinion on political
"'* This ., -

,. a ;nbunre ul' hi It-r patty spirit aa lie had net
of.
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The Secretary at War had meant cautiously to abstain from uttering a word on
the subject which was under the consideration of the House, had he not felt him-
self loudly called upon by the statements of the Honourable Gentleman who had
just sat down. He wished to ask that Honourable Gentleman at what period he
had discovered that Lord Melville was a bitter political enemy ? Was it during
the days and weeks of social friendship which he had pass'ed with the Noble
Lord ? and did he now in the hour of his need,, show his gratitude by intro-

ducing extraneous accusatory matter at the close of a Debate, when the question
did not demand it, and when those who had proposed the Motion to which the
discussion of to-night owed its origin, had intimated their intention of withdrawing
it ? He trusted that in the breasts of Englishmen there existed feelings which"
would revolt at such conduct. With respect to the history of the expulsion of the

Dean of Faculty
from his situation, he would briefly state the facts. At a time

when democratic principles were but too prevalent, a meeting had been called of
those who were named "Friends of the People." At this meeting the Dean in-

advertently, or rather injudiciously, attended, and by his attendance gave a
sanction to the proceedings. Without the slightest interference on the part of

Lord Melville, who had nothing whatever to do with the business, the Faculty,
indignant at such conduct, brought forward a Motion to deprive the Dean of his

situation ;
a step in which he repeated that they were entirely uninfluenced by

the Noble Lord alluded to.

Mr. Fox remarked, that although it perhaps would have been as delicate, had
the observations of his Honourahle Friend been suppressed, yet it should be

recollected that he had been provoked to make them by the assertions of the

llight Honourable Gentleman opposite, and of the Honourable Gentleman in the

Gallery.

Mr. Kinnnird declared, with considerable warmth, that were he not convinced

the House must be aware of the futility of the charge that had been exhibited

against him by the Honourable Gentleman, he should consider himself bound to

call upon him for further explanation. Was it decent to expect, that because he

had lived on terms of good neighbourhood with Lord Melville, whose private

character he highly esteemed, he should therefore withhold his opinion in the

House on his public conduct ?

Mr. Elliston said a few words.

Mr. Whitbreud observed, that he had been arraigned for the great bitternesj

which it was said he had evinced in his Speech at the commencement of this

evening's Debate ;
and on a former night he had been accused of introducing

more of passion than became him in the observations with which he prefaced the

Motion that he had the honour of submitting to the House. To prove the ex-

istence of the bitterness, and this passion, his observations had been industriously

misrepresented. He had never blamed Lord Melville for having tendered his

resignation to his Majesty; on the contrary, he thought it was a step highly

incumbent on him, and the omission of which would grossly have aggravated his

misconduct. But this he had said,.that Ministers were deeply culpable for not

having anticipated his resignation by a dismissal. The two Delinquents were

equalFv guilty, yet Mr. Trotter was dismissed with disgrace, Lord Melville was

allowed quietly to resign. He should say little on the Charge that had been

brou-iht against him, of having ungratefully attacked a Man, who in 1795 de-

feuded two Noble Lords, to one of whom he had the honour of bein
;
i related, as

the subject had been so ablv handled by his Honourable Friend. He was tar

from thinking that these Noble Lords were under the slightest obligation to Lord

Melville for what he had said on that occasion. Did the Right Honourable

Gentleman mean to assert that Lord Melville had done a job for his Noble

Friends in that instance, and therefore that he was bound now to do a job for Lord

Melville in return ? Lord Melville had spoken favourably of the conduct of the

Noble Lords: if he did not think favourably of it, he had certainly a,

wrong- and if he did think favourably of it, his expressing that opinion

was merely justice. It appeared from what had fallen from every quarter of tl

House, that the general sentiment was, that it was highly improper that Lord

Melville should ever hold a situation of trust in Ins Majesty's Government. .

kind promise had b*eu given by tLc Right Honourable Geutlemau oppose, ibat
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h,' never should liold such a situation. On tliis promise lie was inclined to rc?r
-,

it mi.'hl In- good as Ions; as thai Ilmht Honourable Gentleman hiiiisi-H' conrinuej'

h OiKrc; but might not his Majesty chains his advisers, and might not Lord

I|I:MI afrain admitted into lii.s.
Council ? What means had the Km<$

done in that House ? Had the Riijht Honourable Gentle-

inan communicated their Resolution* to his Majesty? 'i'hat could riot be, e!-,e.

.:;st have been dismissed, and would not have been allowed to resign.

The Honourable Member IV 11 ;u;:-.iuus thai the House .should sland high in the

public opinion be felt doubly so, alter the proceedings of last night, lest it

shou.V let down. He begged to be allowed to state the way in which

iiiaiU T> stood on the morning when they last adjourned. Many Members wen?

anxious tliat the concluding Motion should then be made. If'
1 in'i.uatid hi:

intention of bringing il ibrward that very night, \othing Cell from him indi-

cative of any intention to relinquish his Motion ; lie only wished to postpone '.he

moving it tor a lew hours on account of the exhausted state of the House. The

K'ght Huiiovmiore- Gentleman, without ps.iigning any reason for the additional

dehiv, proposed an adjournment for thirty-six hours. This was objected to by in*

Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Fo\), unless il was understood that in the interval

no public business should lake place; and the. Right Honourable Gentleman,
with a countenance which lie (Air. W.) should not easily forget, said, in any
view of ihc case it would be better to adjourn. Could it, however, be in the

contemplahon of the House, that this delay was for the purpose of allowing Lord

Melville time to resign? If any .Member, however, found hims-li' taken by-

surprise, he should withdraw his Motion
;
hut at the same time he knew that was

not a tiling calculated to satisfy the Public. He said so, not in any spirit of re-

sentment apiinst Lord Melville, as if this Re-solution were necessary to make him

led his situation. If he had any feeliniui, and the Honourable Member enter-

tained no doubt he had, nothing could wring them more than the Resolutions

already passed by that House. He was consciou.- the sense of the House went

with him, that it was necessary Lord Melville should never again hold any Office

of Trust. All, therefore, that lie desired, was to find out some way of entering this

opiniou r/n the Journals of the House, and that the Motiop had' on that account

been withdrawn. The parallels which had been set np as to the Motions against
Ministers being allowed to drop on their resignation, did not at all apply. They
were made on the ground of incapacity ;

this was founded on a de&nqucncy.
He knew that in common cases to be expunged from the List of the Privy Coun-
cil was no disgrace. It had oc;rrcd lu his Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox). The

Jlight Honourable Gentleman then, in the plenitude of his power, had recom-

mended it as a measure proper for his Majesty's adoption. He bail, however,
since retracted that opinion, and had recoromcudcd to his Majesty not only to

restore him to that honour, but to promote h'r.n to his highest confidence. He had

asked pardon for his offence before God and Man. But could ever such a re-

commendation avail in favour of Lord Melville, ai'ter the Resolutions adopted by
that House? He was happy to understand that ihe Bank was not so much to

blame as he had supposed. And also, to learn by.what fcil from the Right Hon.
Gentlcjcan (Mr. Canning), that the mode of conducting business in that Office

was entirely changed : such would always happen when Principals began to do

theirduty. But why, he must ask, was Trotter dismissed and Wilson not ': The

Right Honourable Gentleman had said, Wilson was a deserving Ofiicer. With all

re.-pect for the assertion of the lion. Gentleman, he however, could not help
1

having also a high respect lor the authority aud opinion of the Commissioners of

Naval Inquiry : they .-aid, and the Honourable Member said too, that Wilson was
an improper Person to continue in his present or any other situation of Public;

Trust. The Honourable Member could not, after what had fallen from Hon.
Friends of his, and from other Honourable Gentlemen, whose support he was
anxious to procure, refuse in the meantime to withdraw his Motion. He was

iinxious, hcwevcr, lest the Public should suppose that in passing their former

Resolutions, iln-v had only adopted in a beat what they were unwilling to lollovv

np ; lie. ihe.iviore, had to suggest what he hoped would meet the opinion of every
Gentleman present ;

That a Copy of the Ilesolutions of that House, of the for-

UK: night, be laid before his Majesty without any comment. Tims it would be
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>!:ipo:iible that Lord Melville should ever after be admitted to his Mijestv't
Caun.-ils, and at the same time the Resolutions of that House would be con-
iisteut.

It was then put aiul unanimously agreed to" That the said Resolutions be
laid before his Majesty.''

Mr. Whit!-read then moved that the said Resolutions be carried up bv the
WHOLE HOUSE.

Mr. Pitt submitted, that as the Resolutions were to be laid before his Majesty
without comment, this formality ought to be dispensed with.

Mr. Ii 'httbread said, that when he said without comment, he did not say with-
out form. In so important a business, every species of ceremony ought to bo

adopted.

It was then ordered that the Resolutions be carried up by the WIIOL&
Hoi *:..

Mr. Pitt asked on what day it was Mr. Whithread's intention to brins: f r-

vfard the Motions he had alluded to, and in what order he was lo bring them
forward '.

Mr. Wlutbrtad answered, that he would take the first open dav after the Holi-

days. That he should move first, That instructions be given to the Attorney
General, to commence a prosecution against Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter,

calling them to account for their improper intromission with the Public Money.
And secondly, for a Select Committee to investigate the other points to which hu
had alluded. In imitation too of a measure adopted by Lord Melville himself,

he should feel it his duty immediately to bring in a Bill for restraining Lord Mel~
TJUe and Mr. Trotter from alienating their properly.

Mr. Sheridan expressed a hope that a General Committee to consider all the

Reports would be moved for, and that the adjournment of the House should not.

take place till it was known what time his Majesty had appointed to receive the

Resolutions of tlic House.

After a conversation between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grey, it was understood that

the House would adjourn to-morrow till to-morrow fortnight; and then .Mr.

Whitbreud should bring forward his Motion on that day, Mr. Pitt having de-

clared that, as far as he was concerned, he wished the earliest possible day to In-

fixed.

Mr. Stirjeant Best gave notice of his intention, after the Holidays, to submit to

the House a Motion on the subject of the Eleventh Report.

Tbe other Orders of the Day were deferred, and the House adjourned at tei

FOREIGN REPORTS.

WEST INDIES.

THE Rochefcrt Squadron sailed from France on the llth of February, consist-

ing of six Sail of the Line, and some Frigates, with 600 Troops on board.

The West Indies are at this time, generally, very healthy. Governor Bentmck of

St. Vincent is recalled, and Maio,-Onentl George Beckwith, formerly Governor

of the Bermuda Islands, is to succeed him. The Rochefort Squadron anchored

at Port Royal, Martinique.

March 11. A Mail from Jamaica arrived, brought by the Augusta Packet,

which left Jamaica on the ybth of January, under convoy of the Bacchante.

The island is perfectly tranquil. On the 3th, the John Bull Cutter, of 14 gtins,

arrived at Port Royal, in 38 days, from Plymouth, with dispatches for the Gover-

nor and Admiral The order for detaining Spanish Ships was known at Jamaica ;
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but no intelligence of the War with Spain had yet been received. On he?

passage to Jamaica the Jolm Bull -spoke the Acasto, off Madeira, and learned tha*

he had parted company with the outward-bound Jamaica Fleet, in a gale of

"Wind, and intended cruising in that latitude for a day or two, in hopes of falling
in with them. Ten of the Fleet arrived at Barbadoes before the Cutter left that

island, aud the remainder were supposed to be with the Hyaena Frigate. The
Augusta Packet saw, about sun-set the day after she-left Port Royal, many Suit

to windward, which she thought were the Fleet under the Acasto. On the 30th
ftlie saw a French Prize steering for Port Royal. On the 12th February she
landed the Mails at Crooked Island, and parted company with the Bacchante on
the 13th. A Spanish Corvette, of 12 guns, from Old Spain, bound to the Havana,
with Naval Stores, detained by la Survcillante Frigate, and the Spanish Brig el

Desrino, from Cadiz, bound to Carthagcna, with wine and dry goods, detained by
the Diana Frigate, arrived at Port Royal on the 12th. The Princess Charlotte

Frigate has sent into Port Royal a Spanish Ship from Carthagena to Barcelona,
with 35,000 dollars. The Mermaid Frigate, Captain Holies, was at the Havana
on the 15th November, and had given invitations to all the principal Spanish
Officers at the Havana to a hall and supper that evening on board the Mermaid ;

when a Brig sent by Admiral Duckworth arrived ; Captain Holmes instantly

weighed, and stood out to Sea, and the whole of the British Merchant Ships in

Harbour followed, and were preserved from falling into the hands of the Spaniards,
300 British Seamen from- Guadaloupe have been landed from the Comet Cartel

at Barbadoes. The Spanish Brig St. Sebastian, with French properly, and a

Spanish Ship with four guns and 50 Men, laden with Naval and Military Stores, a

Spanish General and a Colonel, with their families, are sent into Barbadoes, by
I'Heurenx, Captain Younghusband. The Spanish Brig Isabella, with wine and

brandy, is sent into Barbadoes by the Amelia Frigate.

LETTER FROM GENERAL PREVOST.

" Head Quarters, Prince Rupert, Dominica,

SIR, 24/i February, 1805.

" You will inform the Commander in Chief of his Majesty's Naval and Land

Forces, that a Force from France, consisting of one Three-decker and two 74's,

Frigates, &c. with Troops on board, invested the Island on the 20ih, and made

good their landing on the following day (the 21st) ; they were most successfully
resisted by the Troops under my command, and repeatedly driven back.

" The Ships of the Line in vain attempted to silence the Batteries ; hut nnfor*

tunately the Town being on fire, and the Militia on the right, no/hLslanding their

spirited conduct, were compelled to fall back.

" I deemed it prudent to allow the Council to capitulate for the Town of Roseau

nd its dependencies, whilst I attempted, by forced marches, to get into Prince

Rupert with such force as I could collect, in which I have succeeded, and wait

their attack on this Post, with a well-grounded expectation that his Majesty's

Regulars and Militia Forces will again distinguish themselves. I retreated from

Roseau on the 21st, at 4 P.M., and understand the terms I prescribed are acceded

to. I ordered none to be accepted that were not honourable, and desired the

French Commander not to allow his Troops to disgrace themselves by plundering,
or any act of wantonness. You are hereby to sail immediately, and make the

first Island you can. If Privateers in the Guadaloupe Channel prevent your

turning to windward, make Monserrat or Antigua.
" I have the honour to be, Sir,

" Your most obedient Servant,

To the Master of the. Sicop Endeavour.
.

" GEORGE PREVOST."

April 3. Lieutenant Lancaster arrived at the Admiralty, charged with dis-

patches from Commodore Hood, conuiiiiiiij: the confirmation of the landing of the.

French Troops in Dominica, and the s>urrei!<!< -. i>i HOM-SIU.
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The following is a list of the Ships of War at Jamaica, under the Command of
SirJ. T. Duckworth:

Sliips,

L'TIercuIe

Tlieseus .

Vanguard .

Acasta --
Diana --
Franchise -

La Desiree -

La Pique
La Surveillance

La Seine -

Guns. Guns.

74 La Blanche - ... 35
74 Tartar 3
74 Unicorn 32
44 La Magirienne 32
38 Princess Charlotte

36 Jason (sailed with tha last Convoy
36 from Cork) 32
36 Mermaid y;*

36 La Bacchante 20
36 And several smaller, Vessels.

The Ships of War in the Leeward Islands, under the Orders of Sir Samuel
Hood, are

Guns.

74
38

- - - 36
36

Ships.

Centaur
Beauheu
Amelia
La Fortunee -

Amsterdam -

Galatea

Guns.

Carysfort ... 28
L'Heureux - - - - 04

Hyajna .... 04

Proselyte (sailed with the last Con-

voy but one from Cork) - 24
Besides small Vessels.

HOME REPORTS.
ftARROW SEAS.

(WE arc obliged to those Correspondents who enable us by their coinntunicit-

tions to give novelty and additional interest to these Reports. All Letters on
this subject, addressed to Mr. Gold, Xo. 103, Shoe Lauv, Fleet Street, will be

thankfully received.)

The Diana Packet, on the 18th of December, shipped a very heavy Sea, which
threw the Vessel on her beam-ends, in which situation she remained three

minutes before she righted. The great pressure of water swept uway nearly all

the starboard bulwarks, boarding nettings, stantions, &c. and waslied over the

midship a twelve-pound carronade
;
and on the 19tli a very heavy Sea struck her

en the quarter, which broached her to the Wind, threw the starboard side wholly
under water, .the Sea making a breach over her, which carried away every
inoveable on the deck, forced the small Boat over the stern on the bumkins, and
stove her to pieces, and carried away the sprit-sail yard. The Prince of Wales
Packet ajso was struck abaft on the 19th of December, by an uncommonly high
Sea, which' forced her head under water to such a depth, that the foresail floated

upon the surface. Thr water rushed abaft, tore the fore hatchway to pieces,
stove the Boat under the booms, and did other considerable damage.

Since the formation of new Harbours and other improvements which have been

made by the enemy ou their .coast, from Calais to Boulogne, it has become an

object of importance that our opposite Coast should be rendered equally defen-

sive. With this view, the Canal through Romney Marsh, from Shorncliite to Rye,
has been projected, and is executing with unexampled activity, at various place*

along the line ; and grcn't numbers of labourer* lately employed at the Docks and

public works of the metropolis, and at other places, are arrived to assist in ellVct-

ing it. The expeasc of cuUau: Is estiiuatrd at 1.>0,0()(>1. In additioa ro this lit!"

of defence, Martello towers are to be constructed on the edge of the Sea, three

.of them equidistant between Ilythe and Romney ;
those iu-ar Dymchurch will be

placed immediately behind the wjll.

Torb'ti/, Jc/.?. 10. TI:e brave Brixhara Pilot* who so nobly saved the Blonde

Crew, have, with the assistance of two Siwps, sw*pt for and weighed (as no buoy*
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watched) the four anchors and six cables of that Ship, and brought thorn on
Shore. Arrived and sailed again immediately, the Lord Nelson hired Schooner,

having sent to Portsmouth a Prize supposed of 10,0001. value.

Brixham Qimj/, Jan. 19. Last night his Majesty's Frigate Blonde, Captain
Faulkner, with the assistance and exertions of Captain Somerville of the Nemesis,
and her Crew, was pot olf with very little damage, having knocked away her

gripe, and part of her keel aft.

Torbay, Jan. 21. Yesterday afternoon Admiral Cormvallis sailed in the Vill*

de Paris, for Portsmouth.

Falmmith, Jan. 23. Blows hard. Arrived a Spanish Ship, the Agila Corodora,
Pri/e to the Malta, of 84 guns, taken on the 18th. She is of 500 tons burthen,
laden with cotton, logwood, and a large quantity of dollars.

Torbnif, Jan. 29. By a Sloop which arrived here last night from Guernsey, I

have learnt the sad effects of the tremendous gale last Thursday there, in which a

number of Vessels suffered, but most particularly that beautiful Ship Private i T
Fame (late Blonde), of .'38 guns, and 2-iO Men, Captain Hosier, belonging to

H. C. Blewett, Esq. of Plymouth, and which sailed from thence last Monday.
She parted one cable in the gale, and dragged the other two anchors, till she went
ashore against the Castle, and is Ix-como a mere wreck. She had previously cut

her mizen-mast away, to ease the Ship, but it availed nothing. She. had her com-
mission, and was to have sailed the next day.

Feb. 18. The Mflampus Frigate, ami Rhocla and Frisk hired armed Cutter.',

fell in with, on the 10th, a Squadron of the enemy's Gun- vessels oft' the Saints*

endeavouring to get into Brest coastwise from Ambolette. The Wind being off

Shore the enemy were not able to keep close in Land, and our Ships dashed in

among them, and captured eight Sail
;

another was afterwards taken by the

Growler Gun-brig. Two of these Gun-vessels arrived in Mount's Bay on Thurs-

day last; and three more of them were brought into Falmouth on Friday. Tlu-y
are Nos. 19J, 286, and 430; the first has two IB-pounders and one i'4-pounder ;

the others have one 24-pounder each. No. 430 had a Commodore on board
;

during the chase the Growler's mainmast-head was shot away, and the Frenchmen
lost their bowsprit ;

no lives were lost in the contest, hut five Frenchmen were.

drowned in exchanging Prisoners. On board the Luggers were 30 Men, amongst
whom there was only one Seaman, the rest Soldiers ; they are the most miserable
Craft that can be conceived ; no other accommodation ibr Officer or Men, than
straw to lie on.

It is now determined that the Channel Fleet shall in future rendezvous at

Falmoutli ; and moorings (which are preparing with all possible expedition at

Plymouth) are to be laid down immediately in Carrick Roads for fifteen Sail of
the Line. We are assured that Plymouth Dock-yard, capacious as it is, is become

unequal to the docking and repair of our numerous Ships of War, with that expe-
dition which the nature of the Service requires; and that, in addition to this evil,
vhich is peculiar to a state of War, in time of Peace Jiamoaxe is barely sufficient

to receive the numerous Ships required to lay there in ordinary.

Penfance, March 23. A French Privateer, which has for some time frequented
this Coast, has this morning captured three English Brigs or}' the Land s End.
An express is just arrived here from the Signal-house, for a Ship of War to go m
quest of her, but there is no armed Vessel of any kind in the l':n .

PLYMOUTH.

Twelve Ships of the Line are getting ready at this Port with all possible dip-

patch. They are old Ships, and are to be cased over with Oak Planks al.out t\\<>

indies thick. This is a new expedient, and the Shipwrights arc employed Night
and Day in completing the Work.

Feb. '..'4, Came, in the Caroline, from the Ilavanuh, with snirar and logwood,
<a;jt!i;-ed the 12!h Instant off the Coast of Spain, l>y

the }',. r ;l
|.-

Iwa Lui\l (.'ochrane
;
she had alo taken another, name as yet unknown, witjj

7
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sugar, logwood, specie, &c. vcrj

by Sailors to silver ingols and Spanish dollars.

Marc/i 2. This afternoon, pursuant to Signal from the Port \clmiral, that
beautiful Ship the Hibcrnia, of 120 guns, Captain Bedford, unmoored from hrr
moorings ofi the North Jetty Head, and was seen under wei$h ;

she went down
the Harbour piloted \>y the Kind's Pilots, in a very grand and ma-nificent style
iuto Cawsand Bay ; tiic Wind was leading and 'fine at N. N. Yv

7
. and weather

moderate. She came to in Cawsand Bay about three o'clock, and is in truth u
model of a Ship. She will be ready to" join the Channel Root in about tea
days.

7. Came in a rich Spanish Prize, from Rio de la Plata, with some diamonds,
ingots of gold and silver, dollars, and a valuable cargo, taken by the Pallas, of
>2 guns, Captain Lord Cochrane. Another Spanish Ship, Fortunce, from Vera
Cruz, laden with mahogany, logwood, and 432,000 dollars, captured by the Pal-
las, is not arrived.

16. Came in the Urania, of 44 gnus, Hon. Captain Herbert, from a Cruise,
with a very valuable Spaniard, her Prize, captured on the Coast of Portugal a
few days since, valued at 70,0001. sterling.

17. Came in the Topazc, of 33 guns, from Cork, having Admiral Lord Gard-
ner on board, with his Flag flying at the mam : she came-to off Cawsand Bay,
and was saluted by the Men of War now there

;
and the Hibernia, his Lordship's

future Ship, was manned in compliment to him. He will shift his Flag to-day, or
to-morrow forenoon.

18. Arrived the Roebuck Privateer, with a very valuable Spanish Prize
;
she

has also captured another.

19. Yesterday the Right Hon. Lord Gardner struck his Flag at the main of
the Topaxe, of 38 guns, m Cawsund Bay, and, accompanied by Lady Gardner
and his Suite, he landed at Dock and set off directly for London in his travelling

post chariot and four, to receive his final instructions before he relieves the Hon.
Admiral Cornwallis in the Command of the Channel Fleet.

23. Came in, and went up the Harbour, a most beautiful Spanish Letter of

Marque, of 14 guns, said to be very rich and valuable, Prize to the Pallas, of 32

guns, Captain Lord Cochrane.

24. The keel, stem, and stern of the Caledonia, of 120 guns, are all laid down,
and it is said that she will have several gangs upon her very soon, to get her nbs

up for seasoning.

30. Accounts were received at this Port, that the Brest Fleet, consisting of

22 Sail of Iho Line had come out of the Harbour, and were at anchor in Camaret

Bay, under protection of the Batteries.

31. All was bustle and hurry at this Port last night. The Crew of the Naiad,
of 38 guns, worked all night to warp her out into the Sound. Lord Gardner

hoisted his Flag on board the Hibernia, of 120 guns, amidst three cheers irom ail

the Ships.

April 1. Admiral Lord Gardner took the first opportunity of a spirt of Wind
in his favour, and sailed in the Hibernia, of 110 guns with thu Ajax, of 74 guus,
to the Command of the Western Squadron off Brest.

PORTSMOUTH.
Feb. 25. A Court Martial was held on board the Fleet at Torbay,. on Captain

Bligh, of the Warrior, of 74 guns, on charges of tyranny preferred against him by
one of his Lieutenant?, (who was tried some time since for disobedience ot orders

and acquitted.) After a trial, which lasted the whole of the day, Captain B. was

. eTpron. ftcl.XIII, u u
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reprimanded, with ;tn admonition from the President in the Court, and restored

to the Command of the Warrior.

Tills morning Sir T. TrOwbridge hoisted his Flag on board the Blenheim, of 74

trims Captain Bis-set t, on which the Admiral (Montagu) .saluted from the Royal
"William. Sir A. Hammond and Sir W. Rule are arrived heie to inspect the slate

uf il;: :ig in dvciinary a! this Port. They w-re afloat yesterday from

nine o'clock till live in vlie afternoon. The Lieutenants of the Endymion, by the

four Spanish Capture-', which arrived on Saturday, will share 12,0001. each. The
Clalleon is worth a million and a half.

28. Arrived a Danish Galliott, detained off Havre liy the Favourite Sloop,

Captain Davie. The Master of her has died since her arrival. Sir A. Hammond
and Sir W. Rule completed their inquiries into the condition of the Ships in Or-

dinary at this Port
;
and this morning, at nine o'clock, they went for London.

Several Ships of the Line are to be repaired for Commission immediately : the

Artificers are to work all the extra time it will be possible. One hundred and

twenty Men began to work en the Zealous this morning.

March 3. The, comprehensive Address of the Comptroller of the ISavy (Sir A.

Hammond) to the Oliicers of the Dock-Yard, upon the following Ships being
selected for immediate repair,

" that he should hope to sec the sterns of all of

them pass the platform before July," will stimulate the exertions to be m;uk in

completing them. They are to be doubled (that is three inch planks to the

lower deck ports), which will much accelerate the works. The Gibraltar, of 80

guns, San Antonio, Triumph, Zealous, Canada, Orion, Bellerophon, Brunswick,

Saturn, and Robust, of 74 guns each.

4. The Ships of the Line ordered for repair, will require an additional number
of Men to be entered into the Dock-yard : 'JOO Shipwrights, 50 House Carpenters,
50 Labourers, and 8 pair of Sawyers, are now wanted. The Men were yesterday

(Sunday) taken off the Alexandria, a new Frigate, to work upon the Prince

George. Arrived the Helena Sloop, Captain Losaek, from a Cruise
;
also a Dutch*

Galliott, from Bilboa, bound to Enibden, laden with Spanish wool, Prize to the

Cockatrice Sloop. Sailed the Tribune Frigate, Captain Bcnnet, on a Cruise.

Came into Harbour the Endymkm, of 44 guns, Hon. Captain Paget. Tl:w

morning D. Campbell, a Seamaoi of the Tribune, received 150 lashes round the

Ships at Spithead, for desertion : it is honourable to the Crew of the Tribune,
that they generously gave him a dollar each, and the Midshipmen five dollars

each, a part of their prize money, which he forfeited by the charge against his

name on the Ship's Books.

16. The preparations for the intended Expedition are now nearly mature.

Fourteen Ordnance Transports have come into Harbour from Southampton, to

have their Stores morejudiciously stowed.

22. A Court Martial was held here, on Arch. Duff, Commander of the

Megaera Sloop, for using unofficer-likc language, and rating Officers not quali-
fied

; upon which charges he was sentenced to be admonished to be more

circumspect in his conduct for the future. Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart. President,.

Thomas Greetham, Esq. Judge Advocate of the Fleet.

NORTH SEA.

Admiral Lord KEITH, K.B.

Vice-Admiral J. HOLI.OWAY, Downs.

Rear-Admiral B. S. ROWLEY, Sheerness.

Rear-Admiral T. M. RUSSEL, Yantwuth Roads.

Rear- Admiral T. Louis, Downs.

(\\'K arc sflrn/ that this
interesting Report has iinmoidably, from the great prest

ff other important Naval State Papers, been delayed. We shall now endeavour to

complete Itfrom (December March.)

Ika/, Dec. 18. Wind N.E, Blows hard, weather squally. The Floating Li^ht,

2
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which was placed on the Galloper Sand, parted from her moorines and ves'.criiay
afternoon passed through The Downs; a Deal Boat put two Men onboard to
assist her to Dover Pier. Sailed to Portsmouth, the Eugene Sloop of War.

Margate, Dec. 20. His Marty's Ship Tartarus, Captain Withers v,a< lu-

this place on the dangerous Sands in the Roads, from which no Ship was^^r
known to be saved.

Hull, Dec. 24. On Saturday se'nnight the Jar.o, of Sundrrland, Captain
Htllowel, being off YVTutby, -p u'.r^ a leak, and immediately sunk. The whole
of tiie Crew, except a Boy (who was sick in his hammock below), were saved.

Deal, Dec 2-i. Wind E. Arrived I'lmmortalite Frigate, from a Cruise off

the French Coast ; I'lnim ortalite took oft' seven Men from die Wreck of a Swedij-h

Vessel in Boulosne Bay ;
one of the Swedish Seamen was drowned, and one was

also lost from I'lmmortalite, who parted two cables.

A Court Martial was assembled atShecrness on the 31st ofDecember, on hoard
his Majesty's Sin; Aincame, to inquire into the circumstances relative to the lu.vs

of IP- - late Ship the Roinney, on the Sand culled the South

the Texel, on tl.e 19th of November, and to try ihe Hon. Captain Coh ili, his

Officers, and Crew, for the same.

PRI.SENT,

F. PICKMORE, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's Ship RAMILIES, and Second
Officer in the Command of iiis Majesty's Ships, <Xc. in the Mcdway, and ai tho

Buoy of the Nore, President.

Captain A. Fraser Captain IT. Innian

J. Draper ' Geo. Dmidas
3. \\ . Sprantjer .

T -.u:es Coinett

W. R. Broughton A. M'Ken<:ie

A. Rj.iou Sir T. Livingstone, Bart. .

A. J. Gnniths

J. RICHARDS, Esq. Deputy Judge Advocate.

After a very full investigation of all tlic circumstances relative thereto, it

appeared to the Court, lh;-;l liu- loss of t'ti Ship was occ.-- Lness

of the fog, and the ignorance of the^Pilots in regard to the tides, \c. they having
undertaken a charge, to which it appeared they were whohy inn .i,;>eteut. The

sentence of the Court was, that the Pilots shall be mulcted oi all il.esr nay for the.

Roinney, and rendered incapable of taking charge of any of his Majesty's Ships

and Vessels of War in future, and to be imprisoned in the
~

. one for tl.e

space of six, and the other for twelve calendar months. T!;e
'

and Crew, were most justly and honourably acquitted of all bltum.-, it
appearing

to the Court that the utmost exertions were used by them to save the Shfp :iirer

she had struck, and to prevent the Ship's Company from becoming prisoners to

the enemy ;
and the Court expressed, by the President, the :ctiou

which they felt at their conduct under the very trying circumstances attendant

upon that melancholy occasion.

Jan. 1. This afternoon Admiral Lord Keith shifted his flac: from his Majesty's

Ship Monarch to the Ardtmt. The Monarch sailed to Portsmouth.

The Contre Amiral Mason Privateer, commanded by the noted Blackman, is

ordered to be surveyed at Sheerness, and if found proper for his ajaje*y' Set*

vice, she is to be purchased.

Siemens, Jan. 3, 1805. Notwithstanding the recent severe and fov

trier, several Ships have been paid wanes and advance. Y*ster

difficulty and some danger, the Gt-nlk-iiien of the Pay-Oifice succeeded in geui.ig

to the Great Nore, aad paid ihe F,!k Brig.

Deal, Jim. 8. Wind S.S.W- Last rrighl
:'. Gun-ve5so!, UK- Tickler, arrived in

the Downs with a French Officer on board, who was taken out ot a ii.

which came out of Boulogne Harbour, boariti" a ila- of true,-. ;

ro;u Talk-vrand to Lord Ham.bv, wlddi wus ?eut > a i'^i*
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Boulogne, with orders tliat it should he forwarded without a moment'? delay (a

some of the British Cruisers, and that th>: Officer should accompany it.

Yarmouth, Jan. 8. Wind S. W. Admiral Russel this morning shifted his flag
from the Eagle, of 74 guns, to the Monmoiuli, Capl. Hart.

On Wednesday inorninsr, Jan. 9, between eight and nine, being off Flambo-
rouji Head, a French Brig Privateer eame close upon her stern, through a Fleet

of Colliers, and was within pistol-shot, before Captain White knew she was ad

enemy, and saw them loadnm their guns. The Frenchmen called out repeatedly
to Html to ! and Captain White, ordering down his square sail, immediately
cleared his deck to engage. In the mean time the Frenchman hauled up his

colours halfway up his mainsail, and fired a broadside, with a volley of mus-

ketry ; but being opposed, with as much precision and renularity as the .iud-

denness of the alarm admitted of, with round and grape shot from the Smack's

I'J-pound carronades, he, after a short time, thought proper to sheer off to a
safer distance, keeping up his fire, but happily without doing any injury. After

some time an Ennli>h armed Ship came down upon the Privateer, and hastened
her retreat. She kept hovering about, however, all day, and, it is feared, may
have taken several Vessels in the evening. Captain White fought with the

prt atest resolution
; and, we are happy to say, neither Ship nor Crew sustained

any damage. The Swift Packet, Captain Orr, was in company. As this short

Engagement was quite close to Flamborough Head, it is much regretted thciu

was not a Battery upon it, as a few guns might not only protect a whole Fleet,

but have sunk this Privateer. She was a blacksided Brig, mounting apparently
14 guns, full of Men

; carrying a white-bottomed Boat over her stern.

Deal, Jan. 10. Wind E. N. E. Sailed this morning, on a Cruise to the

French Coast, the Castor Frigate ; the Vesuvius Bomb to Sheerne.ss; the Jaekall

Gun-brig, Lieutenant Stewart, having on board Mr. Kercaldie, Pilot, to replace
the Floating Light on the Galloper Sand.

15. Wind W. Arrived from Dungeness His Majesty's Ship Leopard, Rear-
Admiral Louis, with Castor Frigate, Captain Brace

;
and Bonetta Sloop of War,

Captain Savage.

18. On Friday se'nnight, eleven Vessels within Scarborough Piers broke
from their moorings and were some of them stranded

;
the others totally wrecked

upon the beach and rocks, to the south of the Harbour. The Liberty, of Shields,
v:is driven out to Sea, and forced on Shore near a mile from Spaw, where she
was entirely lost

;
the Crew were taken out by the Life-boat. One Brig

drove out of the Harbour with only two boys on board
; they were with

difficulty saved by the Life-boat : after the mainmast went away, she drove

upon the rocks and became a total Wreck : a Sloop, name unknown, had entered
the Harbour to assist in mooring her

;
two Midshipmen and nine Seamen, parr of

the Crew of the Ilomney Man of War, who were lately landed out of a Cartel
from Holland, went on board. This Vessel likewise drove out to Sea aaain, and

being forced upon the rocks about two miles to the Southward of Scarborough,
became a total Wreck

;
and we are sorry to add that evci-y soul on board pe-

rished.

20. Wind S. S. E. It blew so hard during the greater part of yesterday,
that no Supplies could be sent off; and in the course of the night it was almost an
Humane. A S vc hsh Vessel drove on Shore during the gales, but there .-ire-

hopes of her being got off without much damage, should the weather moderate.

To-day it continues to blow most violently, and a signal was in consequence
hoisted by the Port Admiral for no Boats from the Men of War to venture on
Shore; notwithstanding which several have attempted it: A Boat belonging
to the Ardent, of 64 guns, in sailing for the Beach, upset, and a fine, voi:ng
Man, a Midshipman, of the name of Gilbert, w.-.s unfortunately drowned.
The Crew wire saved by the intrepidity of the Deal Boatmen, who, fearless
OI danger, rushed through a tremendous" Surf to their assistance, and brought
the exhausted Mariners on Shore, who were immediately sent to the Naval Hos-
pital, to receive such comforts as the nature of their situation demanded.
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Shea-ness, Jan. 21. The Adder Guu- vessel, Lieutenant Wood, is reported so
bad, that she is ordered to be paid off.

25. Arrived the Galgo Sloop of War from Hull, with three new Praams under
Convoy, built at that place, to be fitted out here.

Yarmouth, Jan. 29. This morning arrived His Majesty's ship Hindostan, of .50

guns, to join the N. S. Squadron ;
and from a Cruise, the Scout Gun-brig. The

Kussian an i English Messengers which have been detained here bv contrary
Winds, embarked this morning onboard the Griffin Cutter, and are accompanied
by the Hawke Cutter, for Gottenburgh. Wind S. E.

Extract of a Letter from Balmborouph, Jan. 29. " On Sunday night, the 20th
nit. in a gale, the Brig Dispatch, of Yarmouth, laden with barley, for Alloa, in

Scotland, was driven on Shore near Newton. Some Soldiers 'were on board

going on a furlough ; one of them, a Serjeant, aided the whole Company in

getting on land ; but when returning on board for the last Man, (one of- his Com-
rade?,) he found great difficulty to accomplish his wish, by reason of the Man's

incapability, and the boisterous Sea breaking over them : it was thought bv those

who had got to land, that both were lost in the waves, and therefore they made
the best of their way to some houses : but the next morning the Serjeant and
his Comrade were found lying behind some bushes in a field by a shepherd.
The Serjeant was able to speak, but the other was speechless, and near dead.

Some hope was entertained of the Serjeant's recovery ; but I am since informed

that he is dead likewise. About the same time a Brig, the John, of Sundcrland,
the Cargo belonging to Mr. Appleby, of Ak-mouth, laden with wheat, broke front

her moorings, in the Harbour ofBeadnell, and drifted ashore on the outside of

the Harbour. The Cargo is pretty safe, and the Vessel is expected to be got off

with little damage."

Deal, Feb. 3. The Monarch has this day returned to the Downs from Ports-

mouth, where she has been for a payment of Prize-money. To-morrow Lord
Keith again hoists his flag on board her.

10. Wind. S. W. Rear-Admiral Douglas arrived here this morning and hoisted

his Flag on board the Leopard Man of War, in the Downs.

Dunencss, Feb. 24. On Friday last his Majesty's Brig Harpy captured a

French Lugger Privateer, of 10 guns, from Boulogne, and sent her for the Downs.

The same day a French Privateer, full of Soldiers, was so bold as to come within

two miles of "the Shore to the West of Dungeness. In the evening she fired into

the Stag Cutter, and wounded one Man : he was carried on board the Leopard,
and had his arm amputated ;

he is now in a fairway of recovery.

Deal, March 10. His Majesty's Gun-brig the Locust, commanded by that

gallant Officer Lieutenant Lake,'is just anived in the Downs, almost a complete

Wreck, bcin^ towed in by the Pincher Gun-brig. The Locust is attached to the

Boulogne Squadron, under the-orders of Capt. Owen; and on Friday last was

ordered, per signal from PImniortalife, to run close in under the Batteries of

Ambleteuse, to destroy or drive on Shore a number of the enemy's small Craft,

coming from the eastward to the grand rendezvous. This service Lieutenant

Lake completely performed, although exposed to a most tremendous fire of

eleven Batteries and a number of field pieces, at about pistol shot distance. One

of the enemy's superior Vessels had struck to the Locust, and the gallant Com-

juauder was in the act of lowering the Jolly-boat to take possession of a cutter-

ngged Vessel, when a 42-pound shot struck the foremast of the Locust, which

went immediately over the side, and prevented the Commander fro in executing

his intended purpose. The Frenchman taking the advantage of (he disabled

state of his opponent, immediately re-hoisted his colours, and made all sail for

the Shore, where he got under the" protection of the Batteries. Notwithstanding

Lieutenant Lake was exposed, within pistol shot, to such a tremendous fire, he

Lud not a Man hurt, which can only be attributed to the judicious management
of the Vessel under his command.

'

The Locust is going to Sheerness to repair,

l;e ng much damaged in her hull and rigging.

28. The Iiuneriril Boulogne Flotilla have again began to display their manoeu-

vres. Yestcrdav about 150 of their Gun-boats, and several large Praams, made
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their appearance in the outer road, practising tln-ir usual gasconading feats, but
with the most especial care to be under the protection of their numerous Batteries.

There appear to be ne::r!y 'JMOO \V*.vls of different descriptions in the inm-r

Basons and Harbour of Boulogne. L'linmortalile quitted hf-r Station lately at

midnight, with sealed orders, and which orders were so sudccn, that Captain
Owen was called out of bed, and the Ships on the S'.atiou ordered to sup(<

!

y him
from their own stores with four months' provision, and every other necessary. So
much good speed was used on this occasion, that 1'Iinmortahte sailed at day-
break. The generally received opinion here is, that this Frigate is ordered to

cruise in the track of the homeward-bound Spanish Galleons.

Yarmouth, March 28. Arrived from the Texel the Boadicea Frigate with 250
Men, the remaining part of the Crew of the Romney, that was wrecked. The
Prisoners speak in high terms of the hospitable treatment they received. 1'1-f

Dutch Transports, stated to be ready for Sea, have all gone up to Amsterdam to

In; paid ofi'.

anti appointments.

His Majesty has been pleased to confer on Sir Charles Middleton, Bart. Ad-
miral of the White, and his Heirs Male, the dignity of a Baron of the United

Kingdom, by the title of Baron Barham, of Barhain Court and Teston, Kent ;

and in default of Male Issue, the title of Baronncss to his Daughter, the Wife of
G. N. Noel, of Exton Park, Rutland, Esquire, and of a Baron to her Heirs Male.
The King has also been pleased to appoint Lord Barham to be First Lord of the

Admiralty, in the room of the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Melville, re-

signed.

Captain Fender is appointed to command the Queen, of 98 guns.

Captain Mackenzie, of the Experiment Guard-Ship at Lymington, is appointed
to the Command of the Wolf Sloop, at Portsmouth.

Lieutenant Baker is appointed to command the Winchelsea Recruiting Ship at
Sheerness, in the room of Lieutenant Pope, deceased.

Captain Bradley is appointed to command the Plantagenct, of 74 guns, at

Portsmouth.

The Achille, of 74 guns, which has been thoroughly repaired at Portsmouth, is

ordered into Commission, and Captain King appointed to the Command.
Previous to the death ofAd. Bruix on the 19th of March, thr- follow ing was the

state of Appointments in tho French Saval Deparlment. The new created upstart
Prince Murat had rfitrni-d that Office, and tire French Fleets for the future were
to be commanded In- twelve Vice, and eight Rear Admirals. The latter were th"
Minister of Marine Decres ; Gantheaume, who has the Chief Command of tin-

Brest Fleet; Villeneuve, who commands the Toulon Fleet; Bruix, late Com-
mander in Chief of the Channel Flotillas; Villarct JOYOUS, Captain General of
Martinico

; the Maritime Prefects, Thevcnan, with Admirals Rusilly and Troti-

gurt. Among the twelve Vice-Admirals are also Linois, 3Iagon, La'crosse, Bou-
vettee, Mississi, Liqucs, and others.

Captain Hamvell is appointed to the Majestic; Captain Loring, to the Salvador
<M Mundo

; Captain J. Cooke, to the BelLerophon : Captain PiKot, to the Da-mt-
less Frigate.

Rrar-Admiral Thornborough to be Captain of the Channel Fleet, of which Lord
Gardner has taken the Command; Captain Bradley, to ihe Plantagenet ; Captain
render, to the Queen, on board of which Ship Rear-Admiral Knight has JioiMcd
his Flag, to go to Gibraltar, as Port Admiral. Captain Mackume, of the Ex-
periment Troop Ship, to the Wolf Sloop.

Captain Moorsorn is appointed to the Revenge, a new 74 ; Captain Parker, to
.tic Stately ; Captain Short, to the Porpoise, which is bound to \*w >outh Walee

;
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Lieutenant Sir George Keith, to command the Protector Fire Vessel ; Lieutenant
Dobbin, to the Royal Hospital at Haslar, in the room of Lieutenaiu Williams who
is appointed to Greenwich Hospital.

Dr. Charles Ker, Inspector of Hospitals, by his late appointment, takes his
passage to Barbados*.

BIRTHS.

March 25. At Southampton, the Lady of Captain Scwarcl, of the Navv of a
Daughter.

April 26. At Yarmouth, the Lady of Lieutenant Champion, ofthe Roval Xavv
f a Daughter.

At his house in York-place, the Lady of Sir Home Pophara, of a Son.

MARRIAGES.

March 28. A' Sandwich, Kent, Captain Thomas Harvey, of the Royal Navy,
second Son of A imiral Sir Henry Harvey, K. B., to Miss Sarah Harvey, DanghN*
ot the late Captain John Harvey, who so gloriously fell m the ever luciuurabic
Action of the 1st June.

At Lymington, Hants, James Monro, F>q. to Miss Samber, only D.H .

tain hi the Roval N;.\v.

At St. George's, Hanover Square, August us Hamilton, Esq. Son of Vice-Admiral
Hamilton, to .Miss Hyde, Daughter oi'lhe late Judge H\de,

Captain Croft, of the Navy, to Miss Pluraer, of Bilton.

April 4. At St. George's Church, Hanover Square, Captain Henrv Warinr,
of the Royal Navy, and late Commander of iiis Majesty's Ship Scniiti*, at the.

capture of Surinam, to Miss Margaret Franks, only Daughter of Julm llenrr
, Esq. of Misleton, in the County oi Leicester."

OBITUARY.

Sept. 17. At Prince of Wales's Island, Captain Delafons, of the Dasher.

March 15. At Bath, Mrs. Bertie, Wife of Rear-Admiral Bertie.

19. At Iiis house in Paris, Admiral Bruix, late Commander of the Boulogne
Flotilla.

Of a wound he received from a cannon-ball, in cutting a Fren

Harbour in the East Indies,' Mr. Z. Bett\, Son to the k.te Mr. /. 15-jtrv,

carv-General to his Majesty's Forces in the West Indies, ui;d \t-phevv u> M.
H. W. Betty, Father of the Young Roscius.

A letter from Wevmouth, of March '21, says, "The body of poor Captaui

Wordsworth, of the Abergavenny, \\as last night taken up here : ami, on being

identified, ent t Wyke to be buried. The hull of th'.- \ essel is not yet broken

up ; but nine bodies have just floated ashore on the beach above the inrnpikf,

-.vhere they lie till means can be taken for their intermeut, which will be u>-

jiight.

We are concerned to state the following melancholy event : Lieutenant J. -

Baker, who had lately been appointed to the U'inchelsea at :he Nort, en

ing to join his Sliip from New South End, Essex, was unfortunately upset ;u a Jolly-

boat belonging to the Terror, (Repeating Signal Ship,) wht;n himswh', Mr. Day.

Gunner; Edward Hughes, Robert Oakyey, R. M. Mr. Gnkan-.L TLomas Ralph,

Seamen, all belonging to the Terror, and a person supposed 10 be Lieutenani

Baker's Servant, were drowned. Lieutenant Bnker was an Qdkci very high!/

respected, and had lost a leg in the service of his Country.

Homeward-bound, Lieutenant John Ashlington, of his Majosly'sihip Serapis.

A short time since, at Barbados?, Captain Paul, of the Pheasant Sloop :

Officer who several times proved biraself a spirited and good CfKeer.
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SHU'S LOST, DESmOYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &c.

FJIOM DECEMBER 4, TO DECEMBER 21, 1804.

THE Hambro Packet, Stcsdinan ; and the General

\<'ayne, Conklin, v.-ere on Iliore in the Ejder, 2Sth

November, but expected ;o be tiot off.

upply, Ha:in, of.-iid fiom bunderland, round to

London with crai', was run do*n in S^a Reach 301)1 No-
vember. Cre- laved.

The Nile, ot Aberdeen, Wilfon, from DantzU to

London, is fuppofcd to be loft oft' the Huir.bcr, and all

the Crew.
The Anna Catt arina, Sczwctz ; and the Johannes der- '

: loft ;TauScr, Borchcrding, bcth from Riga to Vart),
rl.e former upon Schelling,

favert.

The Union, Harrow, from Petersburg to London, that

was on Ihnre near Griirisby, is got off and gone to Hull to

be repaired.
The George, Dunn, from Suntierland to London, is on

more near Grim by, but expected to be got off.

The Olive, Barnes, from IpfwiUi to Exeter, failed

from Harwich the ad November, and lias i.ot lincc been

heard of.

The Morning Star, is funk at the North Cull,
in going into Dublin harbour. Crew faved by the Life

Boat.
The George, Mearn, from Lontlnn to l.eith, was cap-

nr-.'d 2oth November by a i-'rcnch Frivatwr.
The Fame, Minnett, from Petersburg to Hull, retaken,

is arrived at Burmifland, near Leith .

Tne Mary Ann, Wardroppcr, from Wyburg to Liver-

poo!, is wrecked in the Orkneys. Crew faved.

The Amphion, Bl nchard, from Dort to Cadiz, is de-

tained by the Pluto Sloop, and lent inn C '..we- .

The Sir Edward Hughe: being leaky, failed from Madras
the jpth June for Bombay, to he docked.
The Pelican, Broad, from Smyrna to London, -takeo

and carried into Sfax, near Tunis, his been retaken on
a voyage from thence to Conitantim pk, anJ ftnt for

Malta.
The Samuel and Jane, Blackburn, from Quebec, ar-

rived in the Downs, failed with the Fltet z8th October,
a:., I parteu in the Gulf.
The Expreis, , from Belfaft to Briftol, was

taken off the Sattees ;6th ult. by a French Privateer,
which a'fc. captured three other I.rif-s.

The Sibella, Barton, from I.o: ilca to Barbadoes, put
into Cork the 3d inflant ri'hcr leaky.

Tli Morning Star, Hudlbn, which funk on the North
Bull, Dublin, is got off.

The OndernecminG, Janfen, from Bilboa, was wrecked
ne;.r llelvoet 22d u.t.

The Adli.r, Hanfon, from Norway to Galivay, is on
fliore near Limerick, but expected to be tot off with
damage.
The Robert and Sarah, Fairfoot, from Riga, was loft on

Dumntfs a^th Oft'.ber. C^rgo expeftidto be faved.
The George, Simpfon, of and from Grcenock, from

New York, is taken by
it.to Guadeloupe.

cn Privateer, and carried

The Annowan, Briggs, from Liverpool to Philadelphia,
is put into New York with much damage.
The Fortune, Mone, from Embden to Philadelphia, up-

, from Cadiz, is detained by the
rived at Ply

ict in the Del

The Germ
Ph.ier.ix Frigate,
The Spanith Ship Echo, from Petersburg; and the

}'offnung, from Bouf.eaux, are detiiued and tent into

Plymouth.
The [uno, Battpn, from Londcn to Antigua, is taken

by a Privateer off St. Kitt

The Jane Cardiff to London, is put
into Dartmouth, with damage, and will be obliged to un-

, Scott, from th; Havana ; and the Spar-
-, V.'heatlcy, from Ne Orleans, bcth bound to I.ii-cr-

loaJ.

The Th

poil, r=put into Char.tfton, leaky.
The Frien40jip, Sim*m,

1 at Sea. People faved, and arrived at St. Ive's,
in the Gute Hanna, from Antieua.
The James, ..utter, from Jamaica to Briftol; the Beti-

j..miu ai.d Elizabeth, Gibl>s , and the Flora, of White-
ha.en, from Jamaica to London, were taken in Aiiguft

ii.t*

Guadaloiipc, ar.d the Utter are fer.t tor that I (land.

The Hanitih, Bartlett, from 1. '.am, i.

P'lt back with damage.
The Eritifh ship General Bowman, fioin Nova Scotii

to the Weft Indies ; and'.the Nancy, from Cork, are taken
and carried into Guadaloupe.
The It.duflry, Daltun, of \Vfcitby, was loft near tne

Humber 3d inft. Crew lived.
The Martha, RuflVi;, from Oporto to Waterford, put

;:ii u;t.

The Anna Be:h, from Jamaica, iion fliore near Liver-

pool, and htsf.ven fett water in th hold.
A Frtnch Lug:;er Privateer, heloiigini; to Calais, of 16

gun-, and 77 men, is taken by ti.c i.f War,
and arrived at Dover.
The Alert, Saitcr, from the Current Tflands to Lon-

don, is put into Malu with damage, and muft unload to

repair.
The William

don, has put

n* Henry, Burr, from Stockholm to Lon-
to Swederlar.d with lofv of and*oii ai.4

The Ant, Rowles, from Kriltol to Barbadoes, is tal

and carried tntn Guadaloupe.
A Privateer, formerly the Duke of Kent Pi

captured by t e Barbadoes, and carried into Barbadoes.
The John, Mct< hinibn, from Stockholm to Hull, was

taken by a Privateer off the Dogger Hank, :d December,
and carried into HiKoetthe next diy.

Tl'.e Brig Pover, from Jamaica to Halifax, was taken
off Cape Antonio nth October by two Privateers.

The Dxrttlui, , from Hall to Kor.igsburg, ii

flrandcd near Konig,bi;r.
The Ranger, Or:on, from London, is on fliore on the

Suinf Bottoms.
The Henrietta, Reft; and the RowclifTe, Aubden, from

H<,ndur.:i to London, were ipokti: v.'itli in the Gulf, by
the AcYive, arrii-.-.l ?.t Halifax ft ,m Jamaica.
The Iftbella, Livinefton, from VS'ilmitigton to Greerock,

v a- totally loft on i.}th October near Cape Fear. Crew
faved.

The Euro- Tranfpoit, of Hull, was loft at Plymouth
in the "itfit cf tl.e i^th inf.snt. TLrtc of Die Crew
drowned.
The Elizabeth, Glofs, of Aberdeen, was totally loft on

Mem el Bar rrji ult. Crtw faved.

The Catherine, \Vi liamfon, from Dantzig, foundered
2 ;d ult. off Bornholm. Crew faved.

The Flora, licldoem, is loft at St. Michael's.
The /.ii, Williams ; and the Adriana, seddon, frm

Africa to the Weft Indies ; are taken and carried into

GnAdaJoupe.
The Defiance, Mudge, bound to Oporto, is ftrandcd

near Q;iebec.
The Nelly, Stewart, from Yarmouth to Gibraltar,

drove on more on the North Sand Head, Downs, yeiieoiay,
andoverfet. Crew faved.

The Brothers, Jones, from Drogheda to Liverpool,, it

funk near Beaumaris.
The Port'.g'.efe Sl'.ip Coylam, de Faren, from Lisbon to

'New York, liavinr fpruiiB a leak d?i'crtKd

St. KiU's to London,

[To be continued.]

SioiipSea Horfe, from New Bedford, and arrived at Ne
York 9;!) November.
The New Concord, Light Co'.lier, of SunderlanJ, has

tven tasen, is.'t?kcn, a: d arrived r.t Dover 13th Dec.
An embargo wac laid yefterday on VclTcls of every tie-

fcriptio" bound to Spanifh Ports.

The Two Krarhers, And'erfon, from Livcrpcol to ric-

tow, is loft near Cape Breton. Crew fvcd.
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SIR RICHARD BICKERTON, BAKT. AND K.C.

KEAK-ADMIKAL OF THE RED SQUADRON.

" HEREDITARY WORTH ADORNS ins BROW."

ANON.

OIR Richard Bickerton, the Father of the Gentleman whose

professional life we are about to trace, was an Giricer of

distinguished merit in the British Navy. At a futuie period,

we indulge the hope of being enabled to present a ue, ailed

account of his services
; but, for the present, we shall content

ourselves with exhibiting a brief sketch, by way of introducing

the Naval Career of his Son to public notice.

Mr. Bickerton, the late Admiral, having been educated at

Westminster School, entered into the Royal Navy, and leceived

his Commission as Lieutenant in the month of February, 174.3-6'.

In 17-39 he was rated Post in the Culloden, and immediately

afterwards sailed for the West ludies, in the Glasgow, of 20

guns. Having displayed much activity and gallantry in that

quarter, he returned to Eujope in 1761, and served for some

time on the Home Station. In 176? he again proceeded to the

West Indies, in the Renown, a Fifth Rate
;

but quitting that

Ship before the conclusion of the following year, he remained

unemployed till the end of the year 1770, when, on the appre-

hended rupture with Spain, he was appointed to the Marlbo-

rough, of 74 guns, in which he remained for three years.
>

When the King reviewed the Fleet at Portsmouth, in 1773,

Captain Bickerton hadxthe honour of steering His Majesty's

Barge, on which occasion he received the honour of Knighthood

on board of the Barlleur.

On quitting the Maryborough, Sir Richard was appointed to

the Augusta Yacht", in which he continued till the year 1777;

when, the dispute with America having commenced, he was

nominated to the Terrible, of 74 guns, in which Ship he was.

present at the encounter which took place with le Comte

C9ab. Cjjron. fcoI.XIir. x x
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d'Orvilliers, off llshant, on the 27th of July. In the May pre-

ceding, when the second Naval Review took place, Sir Richard

was raised to the dignity of a Baronet of Great Britain. In the

month of April, 1778, having been ordered on a Cruise in the

Bay, in company with the Ramillies, he fell in with a French

Convoy of thirty Sail of Merchantmen, of which eight or more

became their Prize
;
and the rest were so completely dispersed,

that several of them were afterwards picked up by different

Cruisers and Privateers.

Sir Richard continued in the Terrible till the end of the

year ; when, that Ship being under orders for the West Indies,

he quitted her, and was appointed to the Fortitude, of the same

force, in the Channel Fleet. In the Spring of 3781, he accom-

panied Vice-Admiral Darby on his Expedition for the Relief of

Gibraltar. On his return to England, the Fortitude having

been nominated as the Flag-ship of Vice-Admiral Hyde Par-

ker, Sir Richard left her; and in the month of August follow-

ing, in consequence of His Majesty's intention to visit the

North Sea Squadron at the Nore, he was re-appointed to the

Augusta. Before the end of the year he hoisted his Broad

Pendant, as an established Commodore, on board of the Gibral-

tar, of 80 guns. In February, 178, he sailed with the Convoy
for India, with a considerable Force, and joined Sir Edward

Hughes there, just in time to share in the Encounter which took

place with Suffrein on the 20th of June 1783. .In the year

1784 he returned to England, and early in 1786 was appointed

Commodore on the Leeward Island Station, where he hoisted

his Broad Pendant on board of the Jupiter ;
but on account of

bad health resigned, when Commodore Parker succeeded him.

In September 1787, lie was promoted to be Rear-Admiral of

the Blue. At the time of the Armament against Spain, in 1 790,

he hoisted his Flag on board of the Impregnable, in the Channel

Fleet
; and, after that threatening Storm had blown over, he

was appointed Port Admiral at Plymouth ;
in consequence of

which he removed his Flag into the St. George. Unfortunately

he did not long enjoy this Command, as, to the deep regret of

9
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his Family and Friends, he was
unexpectedly carried off by au

apoplectic fit,, on the 28th of February, 1792*.
We have thus, without comment, exhibited a rapid sketch of

the late Sir Richard Bickerton's Professional Career, in which lie

repeatedly distinguished himself in a very eminent manner, nobly
earning the honours which his Sovereign as liberally bestowed
on him, and which he has transmitted, unsullied, to his Son.

In the year 1758 the late Sir Richard Bickerton married
Miss Hussey, the Daughter of Mr. Thomas Hussey, of Wrex-

ham
; by whom he had four Sous and two Daughters ;

the eld-

est of whom, and only surviving Son, the present Admiral, has

succeeded to his Title and Estates.

It is not surprising that, with so splendid an example before

him, an aspiring Youth should fix upon the Navy for his Pro-

fession, as the path to glory and honour. The Subject of this

Memoir made an early choice; and in the year 1774, he entered

into the Service of his Country, on board of the Medway,
bearing the Flag of Vice-Admiral Man, who was at that period

appointed to command in the Mediterranean. He continued

in the Medway two years f ;
at the expiration of which, Admiral

Man removed him to the Enterprise Frigate, of 28 gunsj, in

* At the period of his decease he held the rank of Vice-Admiral of the Blue

Squadron, and was Representative in Parliament for the City of Rochester.

t The routine of his employment on this Station must, we conceive, have been
rather of a monotonous nature. It was in the time of Peace

;
aiid the Force which

was under the Command of Admiral Man was, as is usual at such a period,

extremely insignificant. That Officer, however, had suflicient address to render

liimself highly respected, as well by the Spaniards as by the different Barbary
States, notwithstanding two or three little disputes occurred, which required a

considerable share of firmness and management on his part, to enable him to

maintain his proper consequence.

{ Commanded by Sir Thomas Rich. Of this Gentleman the following anecdote

records an instance of very spirited conduct, which does him great credit : On
the t'oth of July, 1776, being in the Bay yf Biscay, he fell in with a French

Squadron, consisting of two Ships of the Line, and several Frigates, under the

Command of the Duke de Chartres. The Enterprise stood on her course, and;

passed within hail of the French Admiral, v/ho hailed, and desired the Commodore

of the British Frigate to bring to, and come on board. Sir Thomas llich r?r>Jn'd,

that if the Admiral had any thing to communicate, he might send on board

the Enterprise. The French Admiral, enraged at this refusal, declared, that

unless his orders were obeyed he would fire into the Frigate. This threat had

iio effect on Sir Thomas Rich, who continued firm in his resolution, and told bin,
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order that he might see, and be accustomed to, more active

service. He there acted as Mate; and his conduct was so

highly approved by his Captain, that he recommended him for

Promotion, and srnt him home in the Invincible, Captain Par-

ker *, who made him acting Lieutenant.

It may perhaps appear somewhat extraordinary, that the first

intelligence of hostility, on the part of the French, in the year

177'% should be communicated by a Youth : this however was

the lact, Mr. Bickerlon being the bearer thereoi
;
a circumstance

which his Father thought proper to communicate to the First

Lord of the Admiralty f. Sir Thomas Rich's dispatches did

not arrive until some weeks after.

In December, 1777, Mr. Bickerton was made Lieutenant,

and appointed to the Pnnce Oeorge, Captain MiddletonJ, who

afterwards took the Command of the J npiter, of 50 guns. When
that Officer resigned the latter Ship, on being made Comptroller

of the jNavy, he exerted his interest in favour of Mr. Bickerton

being made First Lieutenant of her, under Captain Reynolds {(,

who succeeded him in the Command. The subsequent Engage-

ment of the Jupiter with the Triton, a French Lme-of-Battle

Ship, is yet fresh in the memory of many of our Readers, and

w ill ever be considered as a brilliant Naval Action.

It was on the 20th of October, 1778, that the Jupiter, being

on a Cruise in the Bay, in company with the Medea Frigate,

Captain Montagu, fell in with the Triton. At five P.M. the

Jupiter brought her to close Action, in which she was joined by

that he obeyed no orders but those which came frrttn his own Admiral. The

spirited comiuct of the British Commander so pleased the Duke de Chartres, that

he changed his demand into a request ; upon which all animosity ceased, and the

First Lieutenant of the Enterprise was seat on board, where he was received by
the French Admiral, and all his Officers, with much respect.

* The late unfortunate Sir Hyde Parker, who, in October 1782, sailed in the

Cato for the East Indies, but was never heard oi alter he had passed the Cape of

Hood Hope.

t. The Earl of Sandwich.

t Af- erwards Sir Charles Middlcton, and now Lord Barham, First Lord of the

Adnnrai
_;

.

j|
Afterwards Lord Ducie.
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tlie Medea; but, unfortunately at the commencement of the

Engagement, a thirty-six pound shot entered the bow of the

latter, under water, and compelled her to bring to, for the pur-

pose of stopping the leak. The Medea was unable to take any
farther share in the Conflict, and was ultimately under the

necessity of bearing away for Lisbon. Caj.tain Reynolds,

however, continued the Engagement with great bravery till eight

o'clock, when the Triton made sail and bore away for Feirol ;

w here it was reported that she arrived, with die loss of her Cap-

tain, and two hundred Men killed and wounded. The ga'lantry

of Captain Reynolds aiid his Officers \vas greatly enha'i :ed by

the circumstance of the Fiigate having been totally prevented

from affording him any assistance*. After the Action, the

Jupiter put into Lisbon to relit.

On the return of Captain Reynolds to England, he made a

point of recommending all his Officers, and obtained the rank of

Master and Commander for his First Lieutenant; a sufficient

proof of the able and proper manner in which that Gentleman

had conducted himself.

On the 19th of March, 1779, Captain Bickerton was accord-

ingly appointed to the Su allow Sloop, and stationed in the

Channel, where his chief employment was that of convoying the

trade to the Downs.

This was the memorable year, in which, by some unac-

countable event, the combined Fleets, consisting of sixty-six

Sail of the Line, escaped the notice of the British Fleet, then

cruising in the Soundings, entered the Channel, and paraded

during two or three days before Plymouth. Captain Bickerton,

however, was so fortunate as to elude this hostile Force;

and, by dispersing his Charge, they all reached their destined

Ports.

During the time that he was employed on this Station, the

* Considerable fears were for some time entertained m England for the safety

of the Jupiter. Many fictitious letters, said to have been written by persons

belonging to her, were inserted in many of the prints of tlw time, stating, among

other falsehoods, that Captain Reynolds had surrendered, and was carried Jflto

Brest. Calumny at length met with its refutation.
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Swallow, in company with another Sloop, commanded by Cap-
tain Inglefield, captured the Black Prince, a large American

Privateer, which had committed great devastations upon our

trade. The eagerness of our young Officer to engage led him

so near the enemy, that they could use only small arms and cold

shot. Captain Bickerton's ardour, however, had nearly cost hirn

dear; for the Captain of the Privateer aimed a pistol at him,

which, had it not been perceived by Mr. (afterwards Captain)

Ardcn, a Midshipman, would in all probability have terminated

his existence. 1 hat Gentleman fired, and, wounding the Ame-

rican, averted the intended shot. The Ship afterwards struck.

At the close of the year, Commodore Fielding, with a

Squadron under his Command, put to Sea from St. Helens, for

the purpose of intercepting a Dutch Merchant Fleet, and its

Convoy, reported to be laden with Naval Stores, bound to some

of the enemy's Ports. The Commodore employed Captain

Bickerton to assist him in detaining such Dutch Ships as might

fall in his way, and expressed himself highly pleased with his

vigilance in the Service*.

Towards the end of the year 1780, the Swallow was ordered to

proceed, under Sir Samuel (afterwards Lord) Hood, to the West*f-

r
* On the second of January, 1780, Commodore Fielding's Squadron fell in with

the Dutch Convoy, a little to the westward of the Isle of Wight, escorted by two

Sail of the Line and two Frigates, commanded by Admiral Count Byland. The
Commodore desired that he might be allowed to examine the Merchant Vessels,

which the Dutch Admiral persisted in refusing, and fired at the Boats which had

been sent to board them
;
to resent which insult the Commodore ordered a shot

to be directed a-head of the Admiral, who instantly discharged a broadside into

the Namur (the Commodore's Ship), and upon her returning it, struck his Colours.

Seven of the Merchant Ar
cssels, laden with Naval Stores, were detained ; and

Count Byland was given to understand, that he was at liberty to hoist his Colours

*nd prosecute his Voyage with the remainder of his Convoy. The Dutch Admiral

accepted the former part of the proposal, and saluted the British Flag, but declined

proceeding without the. whole of his Charge, and sailed into Spithead. From the

darkness of the night, many of the Transports with Stores escaped and got safe

into Brest.

t On the 2d of December, 1780, Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood sailed from;

Spilhead, with a Squadron of Ships of War, for the Relief of Sir George Rodney,
Laving under his Convoy the Trade bound to the West Indies. Not long after

the Fleet was overtaken by a violent gale of Wind, which scattered the Convoy,
mnd disabled both Ships of War and Merchantmen.
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Indies; and, in the Spring of 1781, Captain Bickerton was
at the taking of St. Eustatius*.

Sir George Rodney made Captain Bickerton Post in the

Gibraltar, of 80 guns, but afterwards gave him the Invincible,
of 74. In the latter Ship he was in the Action off Martinico,
under Sir Samuel Hood, on the 29th of April, 178 If. The
result of the Action is well known. It was a drawn Battle,
between the British and French Fleets, notwithstanding the

great disparity of Force on the part of the former J. The Invin-

cible had two Men killed and four wounded : the total Loss, ou
the part of the English, was forty-one killed and a hundred and

thirty wounded.

Sir Samuel Hood's opinion of this Engagement, and of the

conduct of his Officers and Men, may be well collected from
the following concluding passage of his official account of the

transaction :

" I think it very much my duty to say, that the zeal and exer-

tion of Rear-Admiral Drake, and of the Captains, Officers, and

Men I had the honour to command, were such, that if Monsieur
de Grasse had thought fit to have brought His Majesty's Squadron
to close Action, and it should have pleased God to have given him
the Victory, I trust he would not have found it an easy one, great
as the superiority of the enemy was against us."

Captain Bickerton afterwards commanded the Russel, and

the Terrible, both 74's ; but, finding the latter unfit for service,

he exchanged into the Amazon, and was ordered Home. The

Amazon was paid off in the month of February, 1782.

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I, p. 384. The Mars, a fine Dutch Frigate,

of 38 guns and 300 Men, commanded by Count Bylajid, and five other Vessels

ofWar, from 14 to 26 guns, all ready for Sea, were taken in the Road, together

yvith upwards of 180 Sail of Merchantmen, many of them riclJy laden.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. II, p. 8.

t The total number of Ships, Guns, aud Men, of the respective Fleets, wa as

:

Ships, Cuits. Men.

British - - 18 1320 10680

French - - 26 1784 168:50

g 464 617O Superiority o*

the part of the French
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In September following he was appointed to the Brtffie

Frigate, which, in consequence of the Peace, was, in 1783, put

out of Commission.

For the tirst time since he had entered the Service, Captain

Bickerton now enjoyed a period of relaxation from the fatigues.

of duty. He was not called upon again till the month of

January, 1787, when he was appointed to the Sybil Frigate,

and ordered to the West Indies. On that Station he remained

until the year ] 790> when he brought Home the West India

Fleet
; but, as a general Peace then prevailed throughout

Europe, he was not concerned in any trausaction immediately

deserving of record.

In 1 793 War having commenced between Great Britain and

France, Sir Richard Bickei ton * commanded the Ruby, of 64

guns, on detached service; and in 1794 he was appointed to

the Ramillies, of 74 guns, which, on the 3d of September,

sailed with Lord Howe's Squadron, to cruise in the Bay. On
that Station the Squadron remained during the whole of the

Winter, returning occasionally to Spithead, Torbay, and Ply-

mouth, to refit and water.

In 1795 the Ramillies carried General Sir John Vaughan
to the West Indies. Sir Richard then went down to Jamaica

with a Convoy, thence proceeded to Newfoundland, and returned

Home in 1 79fy when he joined the Channel Fleet under Lord

Bridport. In 1797 he was appointed to the Terrible, the

Command of which he resigned in the month of February,

1799, on being promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the

Bluef.

During the time, however, that Sir Richard commanded the

Terrible, that Ship had a chase of fifty hours of the French

Ships which formed part of the Squadron that was taken by Sir

John Borlase Warren. When just up with them, her Comman-

der had the mortification to witness the springing of her mast
j

and when she reached Portsmouth she was almost a Wreck.

* His Father, ihe late Sir Richard Bickerton, as \ve have before stated, died on

the .V(h ot February, in the preceding jear.
t This Promotionlook place oa the: 14th of the month.
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In the month of September, 1799, Admiral Bickerton was

made Second in Command, as Port Admiral at Portsmouth
;
and

such was his vigilance while in this situation, that to him must

be ascribed the speedy Equipment of a number of Troop-ships

which were then fitting for a Secret Expedition.

On the 13th of May following, Sir Richard went out in the

Seahorse*, to the Swiftsure, under Lord Keith, in the Medi-

terranean.

Lord Keith's Fleet was, at this period, exceedingly numerous

and powerful. Sir Richard joined him in the month of June;

and soon after was sent by his Lordship to command the

Blockade of Cadiz, with the following detached Squadron:

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

t f Rear-Admiral Sir II. Bickerton. Bart.w ......74
Captain 15. Hallowell.

Kent......... 74 - W. Hope.

Dragon ....... 74 - George Campbell.

Hector ___ .-___ 74 - John Elphinstone.

Phoenix ....... 36 - L. W. HalsteU.

Emerald ...... 36 - - T. M. Waller.

Shortly after his arrival off Cadiz, he found it requisite to

send a Notice to the Consuls of Neutral Nations residing in

that City, apprising them of the instructions \Uiich he had

received to enforce the Blockade with the greatest rigour f.

It having been determined, in the course of the Summer, that

a grand Attack should be made upon Cadiz, about the middle of

September Lord Keith collected his Fleet at Gibraltar, accom-

panied by several Transports, having on board upwards of

10,000 Troops commanded by General Sir Ralph Abercrom-

bie. At Gibraltar this Armament was joined by other Trans-

ports with Troops, under Sir James Pulteney, the whole

amounting to between 18,000 and 20,000 Men.

The Fleet and Transports, having sailed from Gibraltar,

anchored between Tetuan and Ceuta; and on the 3d of Oclo-

Commanded bv Captain Kchvard James Foote, aud ..kin,, out General Sir

Ralph Ahercrombie; Major-General, Hulchinsou and Moor,, Ud the Honour-M-

:;ei Hope
t See NAVAI. CHROSMCLR, Vol. IV, [>^K ~' [ i'

. enroll,
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ber got under sail and passed the Straits. On the 4th they

entered the Bay of Cadiz, and anchored between it and St.

Pielri, in Force as follows :

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

p,
, f Vice-Admiral Lord Keith.

\ Captain Thomas Stevenson.

Ajax 80 Hon. A. Cochrane.

Gibraltar 80 W. H. Kelly.
'

Rear-Admiral Sir R. Bickerton.

.Captain B. Hallowell.

Kent 74 * W. Hope.
Audacious 74 D. Gould.

Hector 74 J. EJphinstone.

In addition to the above \vere several Frigates, Sloops, armed

Transports, and other small Vessels of force.

Arrangements were immediately made for the landing of the

Troops, in order to proceed to the Attack of the Town of Cadiz,

and the Forts in its vicinity.

A violent epidemic disease at this time raging in Cadiz, the

Governor represented the miserable situation of its Inhabitants

to the General and Admiral, which was communicated to them

by a Flag of Truce*.

It is probable that, had the attempt been made at an earlier

period, the Capture of Cadiz would have been effected; but,

had such a Service been performed now, when a dreadful con-

tagion was ravaging the City, the consequences to the Captors

might have been more dreadful than their Victory could be

important. In consequence, therefore, of the above correspon-

dence, it was considered proper, by the Admiral and General,

that the Expedition should be relinquished. The Troops, which

Vrere already in the Boats, were ordered back to their respective

Transports, and the Fleet sailed for Gibraltar ;
w here, on the

1 6th of October, it experienced a heavy gale of Wind, but for-

tunately without sustaining any other mischief than the loss of a

few anchors and cables, top-masts, &c.

Having blockaded the Port of Cadiz for five .months, Sir

Richard Bickerton now proceeded with Lord Keith to Alex-

* See NAVAL CHKO.VICL.' , Vol. IV, pages 426, 4?7.
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andria, which Port he continued to blockade until it surrendered
to the British Arms.

The following is a List of the English Fleet at Alexandria in
the Spring of 1 80 1 :

Ships. Guns. Commanders.
C Admiral Lord Keith.

Foudroyant 80 1 1st Captain, J. E. Elphinstone.
C. 2d Captain, J. C. Searle.

Ajax 80 Captain Hon. A. Cochrane.
T'gre 80 Sir W. S. Smith.

Swiftsure . . . 74 ( ^
ear-Adm ' Sir R ' Bickerton, Dart.

I Captain B. Hallowell.

Kent 74 W.Hope.
Minotaur 74 T. Louis.

Northumberland ..74 George Martin.

Flora 3G B, G. Mlddleton.

SHIPS ARMED EN FLUTE.

Dictator G4 Captain J. Hardy.

Stately 64 George Scott.

Europa 50 J. Stevenson.

Trusty 50 A. Wilson.

Expedition 44 T. Wilson.

Charon 44 Richard Bridges.

Dolphin 44 J. Dalrymple.

Regulus 44 T. Pressland.

Renommee 44 P. M'Kellar.

Thetis.... 38 H. E. R. Baker.

Hebe _u38 George Reynolds*
Inconstant 36 J. Aycough.
Romulus 36 J. Culverhouse.

Iphigenia 32 H. Stackpole.

Astrea. . . L 32 P.,. Ribolieu.

Burns 32 D. O. Guion.

Heroine 32 J. Hill.

Dido 28 D.Colby-.

Alligator -.28 .G. Bowcn.

Cyclops 28 J. Fy ffe.

Resource ... .28 J. Crisps.

Thisbe 28 J. Morrison

Vesta 28 V. Collard.

In the month of June Sir Richard Bickerton shifted his Flag

into the Kent.
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Subsequent to the Action which took place after the Surrender

of Aboukir, in which the brave Abercrombie was mortally

wounded, the Reduction of Alexandria became the grand object.

Accordingly, the Town \\as closely blockaded by Admiral Bick-

erton, whilst the Array under General Hutchiuson cut off all

communication on the land side.

The position of the enemy's FJotilla on the side of the Lake

Mareotis having been examined by Lord Keith, who was of

opinion that it could easily be subdued, and that a debarkation

could be effected without much difficulty, General Hutchinson

determined to carry the measure into immediate effect. To
secure the landing from interruption, Captain Stevenson, of the

Europa, who commanded the British Flotilla, was directed to

take a Station in front of the Enemy's gun and armed Boats,

which were drawn up in a line, under the protection of the

Batteries that had been thrown up for their defence,, and to

keep them in check until they could be seized or destroyed.

On the night of the 1 Oth of August, a strong Body of Troops,

under the Command of Major-General Coote, was embarked,

and landed the next morning without opposition, under the-

superintendancc of Captain Elphinstone. Whilst the landing

was effecting, Sir Sidney Smith was directed to make a demon-

stration of attack upon the Town of Alexandria, with some

Sloops of War and armed Boats. The enemy, seeing no pro-

spect left of saving their Flotilla, set fire to them
;
and with the

exception of two or three which were taken, blew them up
In the mean time, two spirited Attacks were successfully made on

the east side of the Town, by Detachments from the Army under

the Major-Generals Craddock and Moore.

On the evening of the 21st, the small fortified Town of

Morabout, which protected the Harbour of Alexandria on the

western sido, at the distance of seven or eight miles, surrendered

to Major-General Coote, who was very ably supported on this

Service by the armed Launches from Sir Richard BickertonV

Squadron*.

* In performing tiin Service, Mr. ]li! :

, Mi.'.shipman, and one Scuman of the

Ajiix, were killed
;
and two Scaracn of ibe NorUuuubeiland were vvouudcd..
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On the same afternoon, Sir Richard ordered four Sloops of

War *, with three Turkish Corvettes, to proceed into the

Harbour, under the direction of the Hon. Captain Cochrane,,

of the Ajax, (a Channel having been previously surveyed with

great industry and precision, by Lieutenant Withers, of the

Kent) ;
and on the morning of the 22d, Major-General Coote's

Detachment moved forward four or five Miles on the narrow

Isthmus leading to the Town, formed by the Mareotis, or Inun-

dation on the south side, and the Harbour on the north ; Capt.

Stevenson, with the Gun-vessels, on the Lake, covering the

right flank
;
and Captain Cochrane, with the Sloops of War and

armed Boats, the left.

On the approach of the British Ships the Enemy sunk

several Vessels between them and their own Ships, with the

view of obstructing their farther progress to the eastward, and

moved their Frigates and Corvettes close up to the Town.

Major-General Coote, with his Detachment, marched on with

the greatest success, carrying all the strong Posts of the Enemy,

who retreated in the greatest confusion, leaving behind them

their cannon and wounded Comrades. By the fifth, the Town

was completely invested. On the morning of that day four

Butteries were opened on each side of the Town against the

Enemy's entrenched Camp, which soon silenced their fare, and

induced them to withdraw their guns.

On the morning of the 27th, General Menou sent an Aid-de-

camp to General Hutchinson, to request an Armistice for three

davs, in order to give time to prepare a Capitulation,
which

was granted, and that instrument was signed on the

September f.

Thus terminated an Expedition,
which reflected the lughesi

honour on our Naval and Military Prowess ;
and which afforded

* The Cvnthia, Port Mahon, Victorious, .ad Bonne Citovenne ;

afterwards joined by la Diane.

e , Vd.
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another illustrious proof, that no climate, howsoever uncongenial

to their frames, could repress the daring ardour and collected

courage of Britons.

Lord Keith and Lieutenant-General Hulchinson, in their

Public Dispatches, speak in the most honourable terms of the

vigilance, activity, and judicious conduct, of all the Sea Officers

\vho were employed to co-operate with the Army on this Expe-

dition ;
and Lord Keith, in his Letter to the Admiralty of the

2d of September, bears the following liberal testimony to the

merits of Admiral Bickerton, and the Officers \vho were imme-

diately under his Command :

" The Captains and Commanders

of the Ships appointed for guarding '.he Poit, have executed

that tedious and anxious duty with diligence and success. During

my absence from the Squadron, the Blockade has been con-

ducted much to my satisfaction by Rear-Admiral Sir Richard

Bickerton."

The Nation was not unmindful of the gallant Exploits of its

Heroes ; for, on the 12th of November, the Thanks of both

Houses of Parliament were voted to the respective Comman-

ders, and to the Officers and Men wUo acted under them.

On the news of Peace arriving in Egypt, Lord Keith returned

to England, leaving Sir Richard Bickerton at Alexandria as

Commander in Chief. He consequently had the care of super*

intending the Embarkation of the French Army ;
and the celerity

with wuich that business was conducted, obtained tor him the

acknowledgments of General Mtntu, accompanied by the

flattering compliment from that OlVicer, that the vigilance of Ms

Squadron had accelerated i\c Reduction of Alexandria, as it

cut them offfrom all supply.

During the Admiral's stay in Egypt, he had the honour of

being invested, by the Captain Pacha, with the Imperial Otto-

man Order of the Crescent*.

* This took place on the 8th of October, on the spot where the Battle of

the 21st of August, which decided (lie fate of Egypt, was fought. For a fuH

Account of the Ceremony, vide .NAVAI CHRONICLE, Vol. VII, page 353,
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The Peace, or, as it has more aptly been termed by some, the
hollow armed Truce, which succeeded the last long-protracted
Contest, scarcely allowed our Officer a breathing time from the
toils of Service, as he has again been called to exercise the
duties of his Profession.

On the 23d of April, 1804, Sir Richard Bickerton was made
Rear-Admiral of the Red Squadron, and, we believe, about the
same time he hoisted his Flag on board of the Royal Sovereign,
as Second in Command in the Mediterranean.

On this Station he has remained ever since, without any
opportunity of particularly distinguishing himself; but, from the

present aspect of affairs in that quarter, it is not likely that he
will be much longer without adding a Wreath of new Laurels to

those which he has already so industriously won.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

ARMS. Sable on a Chevron Erminois three Pheons azure; on
a plain Canton Or, another embattled of the third charged with

a Star of eight Points within an Increscent argent, in allusion to

the Badge of the Ottoman Order of the Crescent.

CREST. A Dexter Arm in Armour embowed, the Hand grasping
a Sword Proper from the Wrist, a Shield pendant by a Tawney
Ribbon charged with the honourable augmentation as on the Can-

ton in the Arms.

SUPPORTERS. On the Dexter Side a Sailor habited and armed

with aCutlass Proper, the Exterior Hand supporting a Staff, thereon

hoisted a blue Flag charged with a Pheon, and thereunder the

word EGYPT Or,

And on the Sinister a Female Figure representing Egypt habited

in a Robe flowing to the Feet, and supcrverted with a Tunick

argent, the latter inscribed with hieroglyphicks : her Itlantle vert

suspended by aBand over the Right Shoulder across the BreastOn
upon her Head an Elevation representing three Pyramids ; and in

her Exterior Hand a Sistrum Gold, at her Side an Ibis Proper.

MOTTO. PRO DEO ET REGE.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,

COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GUnGITE VASTO.

TRENCH ACCOrNT OF CAPT. FRANCIS MASON'S ACTION.

*TPHE Moniteur contains the following Official Account of the

late unsuccessful Attack made at St. Valleri by the Boats of

His Majesty's Ships Rattler and Folkstone, on the French Ship
of War le Vimereux. We learn from the Gazette of the 22d of

January, that this fine Vessel has since been captured by one of our

Cruisers.

Ministry of Marine, Paris, Jan. 9.

On the 4th of the present month, the Boulogne Privateer, le

Vimereux, Captain Paulet, being at anchor in the Road of St.

Valleri-en-Caux, an English Vessel of War, lugger-rigged, took

possession in the evening of a Fishing-boat. At midnight, this

Boat, manned with twenty Men, and commanded by the Captain

of the Enemy's Vessel, proceeded with two armed Launches

against the Privateer, and boarded her fore and on both sides.

The Crew of the Privateer were on their guard, prepared to

receive them, and the deck was soon cleared of all the English that

boarded. The whole Party were either killed or drowned, except

eight, who remained Prisoners ; amongst these are the Lieutenants

of the Sloops Rattler and Folkstone, which latter had joined in

the Expedition, both dangerously wounded. It is impossible to

ascertain the number of the English that have perished, inasmuch

as they were thrown into the Sea in the dark, according as they
came aboard, or were slain. The Vimereux has but two Men
killed and twelve wounded in this Action. The more roughly the

Crew of the Vimereux treated the Enemy during the Engagement,
the more generously they conducted themselves in their attention

to the wounded after the Battle.

MERCANTILE MARINE.

WE are happy to record another gallant instance of bravery ini

our Mercantile Marine.

Extract of a Letterfrom Captain JOHN SCOTT, ofthe Ship Scarborough, rfLondon.

Barbadoes, Jan. 27. I am happy to inform you of the

arrival of the Scarborough this morning. We were separated from

the Fleet on the 25th December, the day after we sailed from the

4
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Motherbank, the Fleet being much dispersed. The next day we
fell in with His Majesty's Ship Swift, one of the Convoy, and kept
with her and ten more Ships till the 5th of January, when we
were all separated in a heavy gale of Wind from the W.S.W., and
afterwards joined by the Dorset, Captain Newton; and King
George, Captain Cotter. We all agreed to keep company to

Barbadoes, and give each other mutual support. On the '26th of

January (yesterday,) we fell in with a French Privateer, of 16

guns, full of Men, (by the information I have received since my
arrival, not less than two hundred,) mostly people of colour, from

Guadaloupe, which has done a great deal of mischief, having cap.
tared several Vessels. The only means I saw for the protection
of the three Ships were to get some people from the Dorset and

King George on board the Scarborough, and bring her to action,
which their Commanders very handsomely complied with. I had
seven Men from the Dorset and five from the King George, who
all volunteered their services in a very handsome manner. At four

o'clock the enemy came alongside the Scarborough, and opened a
most tremendous fire of musketry and grape shot, and attempted
once to board, but was repulsed, and compelled to sheer off, with

a great loss of M^n
; I may boldly affirm, not less than seventy.

1 am sorry to inform you, that my first Officer, Mr. Peacock, is

dangerously wounded, and I am almost afraid mortally; one of my
Boys shot dead, and our hull, sails, and rigging, much cut. The

Scarborough, notwithstanding, will be ready to proceed by to-

morrow. I am much indebted to Mr. Joseph Wilson, of the 60th

Regiment, who volunteered his service on board the Scarborough,

and fought most gallantly. My people behaved well. The Action

lasted fo.' upwards of an hour. The Scarborough mounts 13 guns,

and had on board 27 Men and Boys, including those from thu

Dorset and King George."

GALLANT ENTERPRISE,

ON Wednesday, April 3d, arrived at Whitehaven, the Shannon,

of Workington, which had been captured the 24th ult. about 65

leagues to the westward of Goree, by a Lugger Privateer, fitted

out at Flushing, carrying 14 guns and 150 Men.

From the examination of Wcstray Curwen, the Mate of the said

Ship, taken on Wednesday, the 3d of April, before the Magis-

trates, James Steel, Esq., and the Rev. William Harrison, Clerk,

it appears that the Shannon, Thomas Osborne, Master, belongin

ta Workington, took in a freight at Liverpool, fro;n which P

. &ron CJoI.XIIl. z q
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she sailed on the 15th of February last, for Baltimore, in Mary-
land ; that on the 23d of the same month she was by stress of

weather put into Lochindol, in Ireland ; at which place she

remained till the 22d of March, when she left it, and pursued her

Voyage ;
but on the 24th she fell in with, and was captured by, a

Dutch Lugger Privateer, from Flushing, called the Admiral

Brisque, (more probably the Admiral Bvuix,) Captain Sieves.

Captain Osborne, and three of his Crew, were put on board the

Privateer ; and the remainder of the Crew, seven in number, \vere

left on board the Shannon, under the Prize Master and nine

Seamen, who had orders to navigate her to a Port in Holland.

Of these, eight wrere Dutch, and two Frenchmen. The next day
the Shannon's people, which consisted of the Mate, five Men, one

pf whom has a wooden leg, and a Boy about eleven years of age,

rose upon the ten Foreigners, whom they confined in the cabin,

and took possession of the deck of the Vessel, which they kept till

the 29th ; when, being almost exhausted through want of pro-

risions, they made a proposal to the Frenchmen, that if they would

quit the Vessel, they should be accommodated w ith the Yawl, to

carry them on Shore in Donegal Bay, Ireland, near to which they

then were. After some parleying, the eight Dutchmen consented

to this offer, and accordingly, and as stipulated, passed singly

through the cabin window into the Boat, and steered towards the

Shore. The two Frenchmen remained on board the Shannon,

which, after encountering many Storms and Dangers, arrived in

Whitehaven Harbour on the 3d of April, as already mentioned.

The two Frenchmen are both young Men; one aged 21, born at

Ostend, and has his discharge from the Army; the other aged 23,

born at Rennes, and by trade a Tailor. It might not be proper

to mention the means employed by the English to recover the

Vessel. Their situation altogether was a very extraordinary one.

They confined the enemy, who were well armed and had plenty of

provisions, in the cabin, whilst, it may be said, they themselves

were confined to the deck, with scarcely any thing to subsist on,
for so many days !

FILTERING MACHINE.

PROFESSOR PERROTT, of Paris, has invented a Filtering

Machine, which purifies water by descent and ascent. It consists

chiefly of a curved tube, one. of whose legs is longer than the

other. The tube is to be filled to a certain height with fine pure
the water to be purified is to be put into the longer leg ; and
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it will of course flow out of the shorter ; and in its passage through
the sand the impurities will be left behind.

SINGULAR PRESERVATION.
Extract of a Letterfrom Dover, April 2.

THE Princess Royal Smack, laden with
potatoes, arrived here

this morning: on Sunday last, about three P.M., they discovered
something floating on the water, and on their nearer approach
found it to be a kind of flat box, something like a washing shawl,
with a young Lad about fifteen years of age in it; they hoisted out
their Boat and took him in, off the Spanyard Buoy; he and
another Lad had got into the box at Sheerness, and the Tide had
drifted them out of the Harbour: the other Lad jumped overboard,
and endeavoured to swim on Shore; the one which came in here
continued drifting until picked up by the above Vessel: he had
been two days and two nights without any thing to eat or drink,
and the box he was in was only six feet long, two feet nine inches

wide, and twelve inches deep. Great praise is due to the Master
of the Smack, who took every care, by administering food, &c. to
him in small quantities at

first, to recover him ; and the Lad is no*
well, but uncertain of the fate of his companion.

JEAN DE ST. FAUST.

A MORNING Paper has published the following intelligence,
which was communicated to the Editor in a Letter written by a
Gentleman at Yarmouth, and dated the 13th April:

Jean de St. Faust, who commanded, and was taken on board
1'IIonneur Schooner, by His Majesty's Sloop of War the Scorpion,

Carteret, (see London Gazette, 1 6th April,) is the celebrated de St.

Faust, who, about twelve months since, attacked His Majesty's Ship
the Amethyst, and for which gallant action Buonaparte declared him

a Member of the Legion of Honour. He is considered by Buona-

parte as one of the most brave, able, and enterprising Officers ia

the French or Dutch Service. He was going to Curacoa, there to

assume the Command of a Dutch Naval Force, and from thence

to attack, by a coup-de-main, some of our possessions in the West

Indies. He was also charged with very important Dispatch.-*,

which, at the time he struck, were thrown overboard, but not in

time to be out of reach : they were secured, and are in the

possession of Government. He attempted to disguise himself, but

in vain. He quitted Paris at the beginning of the present month,
and on his arrival at Delfzycl, immediately embarked, and had only
left that place one day, before he fell into our hands.
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SHOAL NEAR DUNGENESS.

THE subjoined account of a Survey lately taken on a dangerous
Shoal near Dungeness, is inserted for the information of the Com-
mercial Interest :

The Floating Beacon is placed by Captain Johnstone, of His

Majesty's Sloop Alert, nearly on the middle of the shoalestpart of

the Ridge, and the most distinct objects on the English and French

Coasts have the following bearings from it by Compass ; viz.

FRKNCII COAST. l)eg. Mill.

Mount Lambert, or Telegraph Hill, over Boulogne S. 36 3O E.

The Signal House on Cape Griz-Xez - - - S. 72 00 E.

Blaiic-Xez ..... S. 83 00 E.

ENGLISH COAST.

South Foreland Light-House -. - - X. 31 00 F,.

Dover Castle - N. ','5 00 E.

Folkstone Church .... N. 3 .-"<> E.

Dungeness Light-House ----- JJ. 52 30 \Y .

The West Buoy, distant 2 miles - S. -18 00 W.

The Beacon is placed in three fathoms, at low water, and about

a cable and half distant from the north side of the Bank, whereon

there is only 12 feet water; this small depth is on the very north

brink of the Shoal ;
from thence to the northward the depth sud-

denly increases to 5, 10, and 17 fathoms.

The depth from 14 to 16 feet on the north edge of the Bank,
extends about a mile and a half to the N.E. of the Beacon, and

nearly the same distance to the S.W. ; from thenee to the termi-

nation of each end of the Shoal is from 3~ to 7 fathoms, very

irregular.

The West Buoy lays close to four fathoms ; and the east end has

the depth of ST fathoms; but within those extremities there is more

water. The length of the ridge is 9 miles, and its greatest breadth

about half a mile.

The depths above mentioned were taken at low water the last

Spring Tides.

AMERICAN NAVY.

THE American Squadron in the Mediterranean is reported to

be very sickly; it comprised, at the date of the last accounts, five

Frigates, thre Brigs, two Schooners, four Bombs, and twenty

Gun-boats, for another Expedition against Tripoli. Several

American Sailors, taken in the Philadelphia Frigate, have turned

Mussulmans, and have in consequence been released from slavery,

and sent on board the Tripolitaa Gun-yesscls.
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So rapidly do the Anglo-Americans spread over the American

Continent, that in a Settlement upon the Ohio, seven hundred and

forty leagues from, the Sea, where, in the year 1787, only one

hundred Colonists could be found, six thousand seven hundred are

now established, and Docks have been formed, from which, last

year, eleven Merchant Vessels were launched.

The thanks of the Congress has been decreed to Commodore

Preble, for his gallant and meritorious service against Tripoli, by
which the Naval Character of the American People has, says the

decree, in the infancy of their national existence, acquired a respect

and rank among the Nations of the Earth highly honourable and

exalted. A gold medal is ordered to be struck, and it is to be

presented to him by the President of the United States, in such a

manner as he shall judge the most honourable. Suitable rewards

are likewise ordered for the Officers and Men under his command.

SHIPS BUILDING AT ROCHFORT.

THE following Ships of the Line are building at Rochfort:

La Ville de Paris, of 1'20 guns; 1'Achille and PAjax, of 74 guns;

and at 1'Orient, le Regulus, le Courageux, and 1'Alcibe, of 74

guns: a Frigate, PAlgeziras, was lying there, on the 3d instant,

ready for Sea.

PRESS GANG*

A WHIMSICAL circumstance happened lately off Grayesend.

A West Indiaman arrived at that place, and was soon boarded by

a Press-gang. The Crew of the West Indiaman were brought

upon deck, and while the Lieutenant was examining them, a

Health-boat arrived. As BO clean bill of health was found on

board the West Indiaman, or at least none that was deemed satis-

factory, the Crew of the West Indiaman, the Lieutenant of the

Man of War, and all his Gang, were ordered to Stangate Creek

to perform quarantine for forty days, which they will no doubt

pass in perfect harmony and good fellowship with each other.

CAPTAIN LORD COCHRANE.

THE following is another instance of the generosity ofour Naval

Officers and Seamen, exemplified in the recent conduct of Captain

Lord Cochrane, his Officers, and Ship's Company, of the Palla*,

to the Spanish Captain and Supercargo of la Fortuna, one of the

rich Prizes captured among others by the Pallas in her late Cruise ;

which deserves to be recorded, to the honour and credit oi tha

Iloyal Navy of Old England :

7
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The Pallas, Captain Lord Cochrane, on his late Cruise off the

Coast of Spain and Portugal, fell in with and took la Fortuna, zt

Spanish Ship, from Rio de la Plata, to Corunna, richly laden with

Specie, (Gold and Silver,) to the amount of 150,0001., and about the

same sum in valuable Goods and Merchandise, in all near 300,000
dollars value. When the Spanish Captain came on board with the

Supercargo, \vho was a Merchant and Passenger from New Spain,

they appeared much dejected, as their private property on board

was lost, which amounted to 30,000 dollars each person, in Specie

and Goods. The Papers and Manifest of the Cargo of la Fortuna

being examined, the Spaniards told Lord Cochrane that they had

Families in Old Spain, and had now lost all their property, the

hard earnings by commerce in the burning clime of South America,

the savings of nearly 20 years, and were returning to their native

Country to enjoy the fruits of their commercial speculations,

The Captain in particular stated he had lost, in the War of 1779,

a similar fortune, by being taken in a British Cruiser, and was

forced to begin the world again. Both the Spaniards appeared ta

feel their forlorn situation so much, that Lord Cochrane felt for

them ; and with that generosity ever attendant on true bravery,

consulted his Officers as to the*p*ropriety of returning each of these

two Gentlemen to the value of 5000 dollars of their property, in

ipecie, which was immediately agreed to be done, according to

their respective proportions. On this his Lordship ordered the

Boatswain to pipe all hands on deck, and addressed the Seamen and

Royal Marines with much feeling, and in a plain .scamanlikc way
stated the above facts. On this the gallant Fellows, with one voice,

sung out,
"
Aye, aye, my Lord, with all our hearts !" and gave

three cheers. The Spaniards were overcome with this noble

instance of the generosity of British Seamen, and actually shed

tears of joy, at the prospect of once more being placed in a state

of independence; they of course returned their thanks to the Cap-

tain, Lord Cochrane, his Officers and Ship's Company, for their

unprecedented munificence on this occasion.

v ABSTRACT OF A BILL

(A3 AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE)

For the more effectual Prevention of Smuggling.

THE Preamble of the Bill sets forth, that, in defiance of the

Laws, great quantities of goods are illegally imported into the

United Kingdom, as well by clandestine means as by open force,
and by Gangs of daring and dissolute persons, armed and assembling
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to carry into execution their evil and pernicious purposes, to the

great detriment of the Revenue, and the subversion of all civil

authority. It is the object of the Bill to provide some further

remedy for these evils. It is therefore proposed to be enacted,

1. That any Vessel of the burthen of 200 tons, or under, be.

longing wholly or in part to His Majesty's Subjects, or any Vessel

whereof the Master or one-third of the Crew are British Subjects,

found in any part of the British or Irish Channels, or North Seas,
or within 100 leagues of the Coasts of Great Britain and Ireland,

having on board spirits in casks containing less than 60 gallons, or

any Salt, exceeding in quantity one bushel to each Seaman (unless

under certificate for curing Fish, or for exportation) ; or any Tea,
exceeding six pounds in the whole; or any Tobacco or Snuff, in

any cask or package containing less than 4251b. weight, shall be

forfeited with the said Goods. Exceptions arc made of articles for

the use of the Crew, as Spirits at the rate of twd gallons for each

Seaman, and Tobacco at the rate of 51b. for each Seaman; Tea and

manufactured Tobacco, duly shipped for exportation, are also

excepted. 2. That no foreign Spirits, Wine, or Tobacco, shall be

imported or exported from Guernsey, Jersey, Alderncy, or Sark,
in Ships, Vessels, Casks, Packages, &c. of the dimensions above

described, (with the before-mentioned exceptions,) under pain of

forfeiture of the Vessels and Goods. 3. That any Vessel having on

board Spirits, Tobacco, &c. in quantities declared illegal by the

preceding clauses, and found at anchor or hovering within two

leagues of the Coast of Guernsey, Jersey, or Sark, or within two

miles of Alderney, (unless in case of distress of weather, illness of

the Master, &c.,) shall be forfeited, with her Cargo. 4. That per-

sons on board Vessels liable to forfeiture, or assisting in unloading

or concealing the Cargoes of such Vessels, shall each forfeit either

1001., or treble the value of the Goods attempted to be concealed:

pne half of the forfeiture to go to the Informer, or persons disco-

vering Offenders. The Offenders to be carried before a Justice of

the Peace, who must hold them to bail ; but if they choose to enter

into His Majesty's Service as Seamen or Marines, they may be

carried before the proper Officers for that purpose. 5. That the

powers of Excise and Custom-House Officers to examine Vessels

under former Acts, shall be extended to all Vessels liable to for-

feiture by tl^is Act. 6. That persons assaulting or obstructing

Officers of Excise, &c. shaJl be adjudged Felons, and be liable to

transportation for seven years, or imprisonment in the House of

Correction : and that persons firing at any Boat belonging to the

Navy, Customs, or Excise, and persons shooting at, maiming, or
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wounding any Officer of the Navy, Customs, or Excise, shall b

adjudged guilty of felony, arid suffer death, without benefit of

Clergy. 7. That offenders under this Act may be tried in any

County in England. 8. That all Spirits seized to the southward

of the Frith of Forth shall be brought to London, and lodged in

the King's Warehouses; that all seized on the Coasts of Scotland,

or adjacent Islands, shall be carried to any Port in Scotland

appointed by the Lords of the Treasury ; and that the strength of

the Spirits deposited shall be taken, and an account kept of the

quantity. 9. That the Lords of the Treasury shall have power to

order the Spirits seized to be redistilled; to deliver what quantities

they think proper to the Victualling Office; and to settle the

rewards to be given to the Officers or others, by whom such Spirits

were seized. 10. That protections from actions and powers granted

by other Acts to Custom and Excise Officers shall be extended to

Officers of the Navy and Army.
These arc all the enacting clauses ; but it is besides provided that

the Act shall not extend to French Wines imported in bottles

packed in cases, or exported under bond and certificate : it is also

provided, that the Commissioners of the Customs and Excise shall

give rewards to Informers, Officers, &c., in cases where there is no

forfeiture, in consequence of the persons liable having entered into

His Majesty's Service.

MR. TROTTER.

IN 1791, by the accounts of Messrs. Coutts, set forth in the

Tenth Report, the whole of the Dividends on Mr. Trotter's pro.,

perty in the public Funds appear to have amounted to 801. per

annum; in 1792 to 2001.; in 1793 to 4571. 10s.; 1794 to 5561.

8s.; in 1796 to have increased to 20061. 3s.: in 1797 to 40621.

17s.; in 1801 those dividends farther increased to 68161. 13s. 3d.,

and in 1802 amounted to the sum of 11,3081. Is.

Mr. Trotter's Funded Property, at the close of the account,

appears to have consisted of

..53,221 13 4 Consols.

17,858 7 India Stock.

2,142 17 2 Bank Stock.

of. 44,000 Red. 3 per Cents.

130,005 Four per Cents.

1,500 per ann. Iin. An.

SIR NATHANIEL DANCE.

WE insert with great pleasure a very handsome and splendid

testimony of the commercial gratitude of Bombay, for the Services

of Sir Nathaniel Dance, in the protection of the India Fleet, of

which he was Commodore, in the Action M'ith the French National

Fleet under Admiral Linois, in the Marengo, off Paulo-Auor,
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The liberality of the Gentlemen of Bombay, and, indeed, every
part of the correspondence, on the occasion, does much honour to
" him that gives and him that takes."

To DAVID SCOTT, Esq., M.P.. Jon* FORBES, Etq., and PATRICK
CRAUFURD BRCCE, Esq., ilf.P., London.

GENTLEMEN, ~Bombwj, August \, 1804.

WE have the honour to transmit to you the enclosed Copy of

certain Resolutions of a General Meeting of the Bombay Insurance

Society, which was also numerously attended by Commercial Peo-

ple of all descriptions, held at the Office on the 13th March last,

and in conformity to the unanimous wish of all concerned, to

solicit your acceptance of the charge of carrying them into effect in

England.
It appeared to the Meeting, that, from the well-known interest

you continue to hold for the commercial prosperity of this Settle-

ment, so long the scene of your own mercantile operations, you
will prove a peculiarly appropriate and desirable medium of con-

veying the honorary and remunerative testimonies which the able

and gallant conduct of Commodore Dance and his associate Cap-
tains has called forth from a grateful and applauding Community.

.It is unnecessary to dwell on the particulars of an Exploit so

glorious in itst-lf, so honourable to those who shared in it, and so

important and advantageous in its consequences, as that of so

powerful a Squadron of French Men of War attacked, beaten oft',

and pursued in their flight, by a Fleet of British Merchant Ships :

but while we have the pleasure of addressing you on a subject of

such deserved exultation, we hope it may be permitted us to con-

gratulate you on the effect which the communication of this brilliant

Victory had upon the minds of those here interested in its result,

and on its having produced so conspicuous and creditable a proof

of their gratitude and admiration.

This Government, as a mark of their approbation of the pro-

ceeding in question, have granted a Bill on the Hon. the Court of

Directors for the amount which was subscribed at the Meeting,

rupees 45,500, at the favourable exchange of two shillings and

sixpence per rupee, and payable nine months after date, which we

have the honour to enclose for five thousand six hundred and

eighty-seven pounds ten shillings, in your favour.

We are sensible that unforeseen circumstances may occur to ren-

der nugatory any minute and specific appropriation of the fund

ow remitted to your management, and are therefore solicitous

i. erjjton. ftol.XIII. A A A
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only of expressing the wish which has unanimously prevailed here.

and leaving it to your judgment and discretion to make such other

arrangement as may appear eligible, in the event of the one now

offered to your consideration being impracticable or inexpedient.

The distribution proposed is, that five thousand pounds be pre-

sented to Commodore Dance, in token of the gratitude and appro-

bation of the Mercantile Community of Bombay for the zealous

and successful protection he afforded the very valuable Ships

belonging to this Port entrusted to his care. That an elegant

Sword, of the value of one hundred guineas, be presented to Com-

modore Dance, and to each of the Captains under his orders, whose

Ships shared in the Action off Paulo.Auor, as marks of the esteem

and admiration with which the minds of all commercial people at

this place are impressed by the skill and gallantry they displayed ou

that occasion, and in thankfulness for the effectual .support and

assistance they afforded to the Commodore; and that one hundred

pounds be distributed among the Men who were wounded in the

Engagement, or to their Families.

We enclose a Copy of the Resolutions above referred to, and

a List of the Subscriptions which were then made, and have the

honour to remain, with much esteem and regard, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble Servants, -

ALEX. ADAMSON,
CHARLES FORBES,

JAMES KINLOCK,
WILLIAM CRAWFORD.

JAMES LAW,
Committee of the Bombay Insurance Society.

SUBSCRIPTION for the purpose of bestowing a handsome Public Remuneration,
in Testimony of the Gratitude of the PROPRIETORS OF THK BOMBAY INSU-
RANCE OFFICK, the MERCHANTS, SHIP OWNERS, and UNDERWRITERS of

BOMBAY, to Commodore DANCK, for his gallant and judicious Conduct in pro-
tecting 'the China Ships belonging to this Port from a very superior French

Squadron, which he engaged and defeated on the J4th of February, 1804.

The Bombay Insurance Society,

by Patrick Hadow, Secretary 20,000
Bruce, Fawcetr, and Co., and

Pesronjee Bomanjee - - - 5,000
Forbes and Co. and Honnarjee

Bomanjee ------ 5,000
Alexander Adamson and Arda-

shirDady ------ 9,000
Wm. Kennedy - - - - 500
J. Cumberledge - - - - 500
Francis Warden - - - - 3QO
Edward Atkins ----- 300
Edward Popham - - , - ,30O

T. A Grant - 500
Sorabjee Muncherjee - - - 3,000
Dorabjee Rustomjee Patett - 700
Robert Kitson ... . 400
L. Philips ---.. 300,

Nasserwanjee Monackjee Cur-
set jt-e and Jauger Ardaseer 300

Paul'Shewcraft ----- 600
J\

T
. D. Lima de Souza, per Sir

Miguel de Souza, Mr. Quadros
arid Self 500

W. Whitaker 200
John Leckie ------ 300
Muncherjee Nourojee - - - 200
Nassuwauje Cawasjee - - 200
Nemehund Amuhund - - - 400
Luckmuhund Poonzraz - - 200
Eduljee Bomanjee - - - - 100
Bywsrjee and Muncherjee - 100

Dorabjee Byramjee - - - 10Q

Rupees 45,500
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TO SIR NATHANIEL DANCE.

Sift, London, March 24> J805.

WE have the honour to enclose a Copy of the Resolutions passed

by a numerous and most respectabe Meeting, which was held at

Bombay, on the 31st March, 180 I, for the purpose of considering
of the manner in which the Bombay Insurance Society, the Ship

Owners, the Merchants, and Underwriters of that Settlement, could

best testify their high sense of the great and important services

rendered by yourself, and the Fleet of Indiamen under your Com.

inand, by the brilliant Victory which you gained over a powerful

Squadron of French Men of War, on the 14th February, 1804.

A list of the subscriptions which have been made with this view,
we have likewise the honour to enclose

;
and the copy of a letter,

by which, with sentiments of the highest gratification, we find our.

selves deputed, on this occasion, as the medium for conveying to

you the tribute of gratitude and admiration called forth by your

gallantry, and tendered by a Community whose dearest interests

you have more immediately protected.

Hereafter, when the Bill on the Court of Directors falls due, we

shall, conformably to the directions given to us, have the pleasure

of sending the 50001. we are directed to present to you, together

with a Sword of the value of 100 guineas; and we shall likewise

request, through you, to present Swords of the value of ICO

guineas to Captain Timmins, of the Ship Royal George: to Capt.

Moffatt, Commander of the Ship Ganges; and to Captain Wilson,
Commander of the Ship Warley.

In fulfilling so grateful a duty, we might, perhaps, be allowed

to dwell with minuteness on the Glory which has been achieved for

yourself; the Fame which results to the Country, and the incalcula-

ble advantages which have arisen to its vital interests, by an Exploit

so splendid and important ;
but it is superfluous for us to enter

on this extensive field, and we content ourselves merely in offering'

our tribute of congratulation, proud in the opportunity afforded

us of expressing our sentiments on an Action which adds lustrft

to the Annals of the Empire. We have the honour to remain., with

sentiments of the highest respect, Sir, your very faithful and most

obedient humble Servants,

(Sigqed) DAVID SCOTT,

JOHN FORBES,

P. CiiAuruRD BRUCE.
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AVID SCOTT, Esq., JV/.P., JOHN FORBES, Esq.,

CRAUFURD BRUCE, Esq., M.P.

GENTLEMEN, Pall Mall, 29th March, 1805.

I HAVE been favoured with your letter of the 24th inst. and its

enclosures, communicating to me the proceedings of the Insurance

Society of Bombay, in conjunction with various other Gentlemen

resident at that Presidency, at a meeting held on the 31st of

March, 1804.

I shall not attempt to express by words those feelings of grati-

tude, to -which no force of language could do justice, but with

which I am impressed by an act of approval so unexpected, and

marked by such substantial and splendid liberality, as that which

your communiration announces.

Placed by the adventitious circumstances of seniority of service,

and absence of Convoy, in the chief Command of the Fleet

entrusted to my care, it has been my good fortune to have been

enabled, by the firmness of those by whom I was supported, to

perform my trust not only with fidelity, but without loss to my
Employers.

Public opinion and public rewards have already far outrun my
deserts ; and I cannot but be sensible, that the liberal spirit of my
generous Countrymen has measured what they are pleased to term

their grateful sense of my conduct, rather by the particular utility

of the Exploit, than by any individual merit I can claim.

Allow me, Gentlemen, through you, to offer to those whom you

represent, my sincere and fervent thanks for the unexampled proof

which they have been pleased to give me of their good opinion,

and at the same time to express not my hope only, but my convic-

tion, that their liberality, boundless as it seems to be, will hereafter

find its noblest reward in the new motive it gives to emulation and

exertion ; qualities which, though when the occasion calls, they

have never been wanting to the British character, have yet, in all

ages and all countries, flourished with most effect when fostered by
honourable applause, and have ever acquired fresh strength from

every varied mode of encouragement.
To you, Gentlemen, J bog also to express my particular thanks

for the very handsome and flattering terms in which you have been

pleased to communicate your own, and the sentiments of those

whom you represent on this occasion.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Most respectfully,

Your very obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) NATHANIEL DANCE.
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STATE OF THE EFFICIENT FORCE OF THE BRITISH
NAVY, APRIL 15, 1805;

Comprising the Liue of Battle Ships, and those of 50 guns, now actually in Cora-

mission, and ready, or fitting for Service.

(To be continued occationally.)

Guns.

100
98
74
74
74
74

Britannia -.
-

Barfleur - - -

Bellerophon
- -

Colossus - - -

Courageux - -

Defiance - - -

110
98

98

SO

64
50
SO

CHANNEL FLEET.

Rear-Admiral Earl of Northesk. Capt. Bullrn.

Capt. George Martin.

John Loring.
J. X. Morris.

Charles Boyles.
P. C. Durham.

( Ad. Lord Gardner, Commander in Chief.
< 1st Captain, Rear-Admiral E. Thoruboiongh.
(2d Captain, William Bedford.

Capt. Honourable A. H. Gardner.
J. E. Douglas.

-^ Michael Seymour (Acting).

George Duff.

C. J. M. Mansfield.

Sir Thomas Williams, Knight.
R. Grmdall.

F. Pickmore.

J
Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart.

I Capt. T. R. Ricketts.

Charles Tyler.
D. Gould.

William Rligfi.

, nou> in Port under Repair, but couldjoin in 24 hours'

notice, viz. ,

Ville de Paris -
Capt. J. Whitby.

Prince George - G. Losack.

Princess Royal R. C. Reynolds. \
Belonging to the

J
C Irish Station.

r, C Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Graves, K.B.
1'oudroyant - - < r, .. r> ^ nJ

2 Capt. Peter Page*.
Diadem ... Sir Home Popharn.
Calcutta - - - . . D. Woodroffe.
Malabar - - - Robert Hall.

Making in the whole 24 Sail of the Line, (of which 10 are of three

decks), and two 50 gun Ships to oppose the Brest Fleet of 21

Sail, 3 of which only are Three-deckers ; viz.

Yenge.ur, 120 guns; Republicaine and Invincible, 110; Alexander

and Foudroyant, 80, Iinpetneux, Brutus, Castor, Veteran, Prlace,

Conquerant, Ulysse.Tourville, Eole, Revolution, Dix d'Aout, Con-

stitution, Alliance, Batave, Patriot, and Gauliore, oi 74. Total 21!

110 Hibernia - - -

74 Hero - - - -

80 Impetueux - -

74 Illustrious - -

74 Mars - - - -

74 Minotaur - -

98 Neptune - - -

98 Prince - - -

74 Ramillies - - -

110 San Josef - -

80 Tonnant - - -

98 Windsor Castle -

74 Warrior - - -

To which add thefollowing

DOWNS AND NORTH SEA FLEET.

C,unt. Guns.

, < Admiral Lord Keith. 64 Inflexible
/4 Monarch

J c .

iptajn j_ (; ^^ ^ Majestic
64 Utretcht Vice-Admiral Holloway. 64 Monmouth
50 Diomede Capt. Downman. 64 Ardent

60 I>is . Ommanney. 50 Adamant
50 Tiusty

- G. Argles. 50 Antelope

7

Rear-Adm. Ru
Capt. Hanwell.

Hart.

Wintliorp
Burlton.

ssel.
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Gun*. OFF BOULOGNE AND BUNGENESS.

50 Leopard Rear-Admiral Douglas. Captain R. Raggett.

The above Force is kept to look after six Sail of Dutch Line of Battle Ships in

the Texel, and the French Flotilla at Boulogne ;
the present Station of the

Diomede and Isis is temporary, they being the Flag-ships of the Guernsey and
Newfoundland Stations.

TOAST OF SPAIN".

Guns. orr CADIZ. Guns.

64 Agamemnon Capt. Harvey.
Hope.

Vice-Admiral Sir J.

Orde, Bart.

Capt. C. Craven.
' Lawford.

C. Rowley.
M. Robinson.

74 Defence - -

I

98 Glory
- -

I

64 Polyphemus
64 Ruby - - -

74 Swiftsure - -

OFF FERROl AND COHUNNA.

80 Ajax

74 Montague - -
Capt. Otway.

n . T, i { Hon. A. K.
74 Repulse - - 4 T

I Li'gge.

C Vice-Admiral Col-

hngwood.
Capt. E. Rothcr-'

ham.

Capt. Kelly.
Buller (7n

98 Dreadnought -

98 Temeraire

80 Malta -

74 Terrible

Port.)

, Capt. Lord H.
1 Paulett.f Capt. la Roche

'

I (Acting).

Total, 14 Sail of the Line, of which there are four of three decks, to watch about

16 French and Spanish Ships, (the Dutch being stripped of their Men and dis-

mantled,) and of which number not above 10 or 12 are ready ;
of which the fiv

following French Ships, of 74 guns each, make a part : LeIIeuron, (juaj- Trouin,

Redoubtable, Fougueux, and Argonaut.

Gun*. IRISH STATION.

74 Goliath - - - Capt. C. Brisbane.

T> fr. 5 Rear-Admiral William O'Brien Drury.74 PrmcessofOrange
J Capt . Thomas R^^

64 Raisonable - - Robert Barton.

N.B. The Princess Royal and Thunderer belong to this Squadron, but are at

present at Ports repairing.

Gun-?. JAMAICA.

74 Hercnle Capt. R, D. Dunn.

74 Theseus ^^ear-Admiral Dacres.

WEST INDIES*

Guns. LEEWARD ISLANDS.

74 Vanguard Capt. A. F. Evans.

T,I r . 5 Commodore Sir S. Hood.
74 Centaur

j Captain Richardson.

To which add the

74 Atlas - - -
Capt. Brown.

J

Rear-Admiral
Cochrane.

Capt. Tobin.

Making 10 Ships of the Line, carrying 754 guns, to oppose le Majestueux, of

120, Magnanime, 80, Lion, Sunrein, and Jemappe, of 74 each ;
or a total of 422.

What can we dread !

74 Eagle
- -

98 St. George
74 Spaniate

-

64 Veteran -

Capt. Colby.
de Courcy.
Sir F. Latbrey.
J. N. Newman.

AMERICA.

Gum. HALIFAX.
f Vice-Admiral Sir A.

M) Leander 4 Mitchell, K.B.

(Capt. Lyall.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
The Squadron on this Station is not

yet returned.
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MEDITERRANEAN.
GuiM.

74 Belleisle

80 Canopus 5

74 Conqueror

74 Excellent

SO Doanegal
74 Leviathan

7-k Reuowa

Capt. Hargood.
Rear-Admiral Louis.

Capt. F. W. Austen.

'Vice-Adra. Lord Nelson.
1st Capt. Rear-Admiral

i G. Murray-

;M Capt. T. M. Hardy.
Capt. Southeron.

Sir R. Stracban.

Baynton.
P.Malcolm.

Guru.

f Rear-Adm. Sir R,

lOORoyalSovereign < Bickerton.Bart.

( Capt. Stuart.

74 Spencer Capt. R. Stopford.
80 Tigre - - B. Hallowell.

74 Superbe - R. 6. Keats.

To li-hick add

98 Queen _ 5
^ar-Adm.

Knight.

J Capt. i runcis Fender,
74 Dragon - E. Griffiths.

Uodsr Orders for that Station.

EAST INDIES.
Guns.

74 Albion Cupr. Ferrier.

74 Russel R. Williams.

64 Trident Vice-Admiral Rainier.

64 Lancaster Capt. Fothergill.
yO Grampus - Caulfield.

Gvnt.

50 Hindostan (On her passage.)
74 Sceptre

- Cant. Biuhan.
74 Culloden Rear-Ad. Sir E.Pellew.

64 Athenienne Capt. Fayerman.
74 Tremendous" Osborne.

To which add, (under Orders for that Station, )

( Rear-Admiral Sir T. 74 Plantagenet Capt. Bradlej.
74 Blenheim < Trowbridge.

(Capt. Biss<'i.

To oppose which the Enemy hare onh the Marengo, of 80 guns, Admiral

Linois, and four Dutcli Ships of die Line, (badly conditioned,) under the Batavian
Admiral Hartsinck ! !

The following Ships are in Commission, but ot ready for iMMF.niATE Service }
the two last arc to be paid off, the other five have just been repaired.
('U)IS. AT PLYMOUTH. GuTU.
74 Ac-hille - -

Capt. Richard King.
AT CHATHAM.

74 Namur - - Capt L. Halstead.
64 Agbicourt - T Briggs.

64 Belliqueux - -
Capt. G. Byng

74 Elephant - - G. Dundas.
50 Centurion - - J. Luid.

STATIONARY GUARD SHIPS OF THK LINE.
04 Zealand - - Rear-Adm. B. S. Rowley. Capt. H. L. Ball. AttheNore.
80 Royal William Admiral G. Montague. Wainwright. Portsmouth.
112 Salvador del Mundi Vice-Admiral Young. J. Cooke. Plymouth.
64 St. Albans (Floating Battery)

- -
Capt. J. Temple. Yarmouth Roads.

50 Trorap --------- __ J. A. Norway. Falmouth.
0'4 Texel - Rear-AdmiralJ. Vashon. D.Campbell. Leith, Scotland.

The foregoing making a grand total of 104 Ships, (without the Thunderer,) may
fairly be presumed to be fully equal to the Navies of France, Spain, and Holland ;

and are. exclusive of the Hospital, Prison, and Receiving Skips in the different

Ports, amounting to upwards of twenty ; but as they are unarmed, dismantled, ami.

altogether unfit for Service, (though necessarily commissioned,) they are omitted

in this Abstract. Of the Ships building, some may be expected to be launched in

the course of the Year : of one (the Revenge, of 74 guns, at Chatham,) notice ha

been given that she will be off die stocks this month. Of the Ships NOW ACTUALLY
VNDF.R REPAIR, I subjoin the succeeding List, which may all reasonably be

expected to be commissioned, fitted, and ready for Sea, before the end of the year,
one third of which will be more than equal to replace those it may. be found

necessary to put/ off! ! At Portsmouth, the Gibraltar, of50 guns ; the Alexander,

Bellona, Brunswick, Ganges, Orion, Robust, Saturn, San Antonio, Triumph, and

Zealous, of 74 each : At Plymouth, the Caesa", of 80
;
the Carnatic and Thun-

derer, of 74 each : At Chatham, Edgar, of 74 : In the King's minor Yards, and in

private Dock Yards
;
the Powerful, of 74 gum ; Africa, Dictator, Intrepid, Lion,

Standard, Stately, and the Danish Ship Holstein, of 6.4 guns each -.being tweuty-
three now repairing for Service ! ! ! F. F.

Upper Clapton, 15th April, 1805.
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MR. EDITOR,

'\TOU are requested to insert the following Copy of a Letter

from Mr- TUCKER, late one of the Commissioners of the

Navy, to Mr. MARS DEN, Secretary to the Admiralty, in reply

to a Letter from the Navy Board respecting the Accounts of the

Romney, &c. Ordered to be laid before the House of Com-

mons, April 25, 1805.

S j R L'ubon Green, 24th April, 1805-

THE Copy of a Letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, to

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 1st instant,

having, together with other Papers relating to the Repair of His

Majesty's Ship Romney, &c. been presented to the House of Com-

mons, in explanation of some statements contained in a former

Report made by that Board to their Lordships, respecting the

expenses incurred for that Ship at Calcutta, I must request liberty

to observe upon the evident tendency of that letter to produce the

most improper effect, not only on the minds of their Lordships,

but on the Votes of the House, on an approaching discussion
;
and

1 entreat that their Lordships will patiently listen to what I have

to advance in reply to the aspersions which the Navy Board have

endeavoured to throw on my conduct.

I beg leave to premise what I have to offer, by observing, that

it is not in my intention, nor within my power, having no access

to the Papers in the Navy Office, either to sustain or abandon any

part of the Report which "was drawn up by me, as a Member of

the Committee of Stores ; and I trust their Lordships will recol-

lect, that I was not a Member of the Navy Board at the time that

Report was decided on, having been removed to the Admiralty

at least a month previous to its date
; consequently, I have not to

reproach myself, or to account to their Lordships, to the Coun-

try, or to the Parties interested, for having signed a Report of

such a nature as to have required any change, recall, or expla-

nation.

Having no knowledge whatever of any or either of the Parties

concerned in the statement alluded to, I most solemnly declare, that

I had no other object or consideration, in the discharge of a very

disagreeable part of my duty, than to make such inquiries, and to

bring forward such circumstances, as would enable the Board to

mate a full, fair, and honest Report on the expenditure of an
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immense sum of money, into which their Lordships had directed a
minute investigation ;

and now, in proceeding to my own vindi-

cation, I shall abstain from making any comments or observations

on the merits of the case, further than may be absolutely necessary
to enable their Lordships to form a just decision between the Navy
Board and myself.

However painful it is to be compelled, in self-defence, to declare,
and prove, that statements, authenticated by a Public Board,
which has been considered of much respectability, can have been

made with no other view than to mislead their Lordships, I do
most distinctly and solemnly deny, that the examination of the

Ronmey's Accounts was undertaken by me, upon the principle

stated by the Navy Board, which it has been endeavoured to con-

nect with my removal from the Committee of Correspondence to

that of Stores ;
or in consequence of any thing which had passed

between their Lordships and that Board, on the subject of allotting

to each Member the superintendance of a particular branch of the

business of the Department ; nor does their Lordships' order of the

llth August, 1803, which is quoted in part by the Navy Board,
contain any direction for that purpose, but merely orders the Board
(( to take into their serious consideration the duties of their respec-

tive branches of the Office, under the superintendance and direction

of the several Committees, and to make such division thereof, as

shall allot to each Member of the Committees, a proportionate ;uid

proper part of the duties to be placed under his immediate super-

intendence and responsibility, as suggested by the Commissioners

of Naval Inquiry in the 188th page of their Third Report; and

to transmit the same to you, for their Lordships' information,

M'ith as little delay as possible, and as the importance and nature

of making such arrangements will admit." In obedience to this

direction, the Navy Board, on the 20th October, 1803, replied in

the following words :
" In compliance with their Lordships'

directions, we have accordingly considered in what manner the

several duties of this Office can be divided, agreeably to the sug-

gestion of the Commissioners of Inquiry; and the enclosed Papers

contain our proposals for the same, which we desire you will please

to lay before their Lordships." These proposed* were immediately

sent by their Lordships to the Commissioners of Inquiry, that they

might be considered when the duties of the Navy Board should be

investigated ; but no direction whatever was given for their being

adopted. I defy the Navy Board to prove, that the regulation for

the allotment of a particular duty to each Commissioner, which

/2at>, etyron. ftoi.XIII. u B u
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they ha>e Tcntured to say applied to me, WJM ever considered as

the regulation of the Office, or adhered to, or acted upon, by any

one Member, whilst I sat at the Board. I defy the Board to

infer, by the most overstrained construction that can be given to

any thing which passed on the subject, that their Lordships ever

signified the most distant approbation of the arrangements which

had been proposed to them, much less directed that they should be

carried into eifect! I shall offer no comment on this attempt to

confound and substitute their own proposals, to which their Lord-

ships never replied, for positive directions from the Board of

Admiralty; but I must call their Lordships' attention to page 198

of the Sixth Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry, where the

Comptroller, on the 6th January, 1804, deposes,
" that the Com-

mittees of the Navy Board have distinct and separate duties, but

that their proceedings are laid before the Board for its approval,

before put into execution ;
and that the Committees have no par-

ticular instructions for their guidance more than is directed by

the Order in Council," dated the 17th August, 1796 : and on a

reference to page 153 of the Eleventh Report, their Lordships

will see, that on the 8th November, 1804, Mr. Nelson, the Secre-

tary to the Navy Board, deposed as follows : Q.
" Have any,

and what regulations been established, since that period, (17th

August, 1796,) for regulating the official duties of the Navy

Board, or of any particular Member thereof?" A. " NO\E."

The truth is, Sir, that their Lordships' order, pressing for the

Report on the Romney's Accounts, &c. is dated 29th July, 1803,

and that I was not removed to the Committee of Stores till Sep-

tember following, at which period little having been done towards

the investigation of the Accounts, and the particular attention of

some one Member being necessary, to follow up the inquiries, I

did (in the same manner as one of my colleagues, Sir W. Rule,

had, for years, taken under his controul the conversion or appro-

priation of Stores ;
and the other, Mr. Harmood, the management

of the Slop Office,) undertake to make the inquiries necessary to

enable the Committee to submit a Report to the Board on the

receipt and expenditure of Stores on board the Romney : but, in,

making these inquiries, I affirm, that in no instance did I cause a

letter to be written, or reference to be made, to the Dock-yards,

for information on the subject, without the consent and concurrence

of my Colleagues or Colleague, Sir W. Rule having been for a

great part of the time absent on duty: and it must be in the

recollection of every Member of tlie Navy Board, that when the
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Comptroller demanded to know why the Boatswain's expense and

the log-book had been sent for examination to Portsmouth, instead

of Deptford, as was usual in all such cases, that he was instantly

answered by Mr. Hurmood, (my senior in the Committee,) Sir W.
Rule being absent, and not by me, that the Committee had thought

it right, as it was a matter of much importance, and extraordinary

complexion, that they should be sent to Portsmouth, where, there

being three Masters attendant, they could be more fully and

carefully examined than they could be at Deptford, where there

was only one, who, besides the general investigation of similar

references, had all the duties of the situation to attend, both on

Shore and aQoat.

When I first took the account in hand, I requested of Mr.

Derrick, the Secretary to the Committee of Stores, that particular

attention might be paid to every statement and calculation, as it

was of the greatest importance they should be made as correct as

possible, and he gav the examination thereof to Mr. Rolt, the

senior and most intelligent Clerk in the Office of Stores, who
assured me, on my interrogating him on the subject,

u that the

calculations had been gone over tzzice by him, and had been chequed

by Mr. Moss;" and, with these precautions, I feel that the Com-
mittee of Stores was justified in submitting them to the Board, for

their final consideration and approval.

As I have no longer any of the documents before me, it it

impossible for me to follow the Navy Board through the inaccura-

cies, which it is said have been discovered in the Report drawn up
in the Committee of Stores, or to point out all the fallacies in their

present statements ; nevertheless, I cannot help observing, that if,

on the subsequent examination, any difference had appeared, which

threw a doubt on what had been before submitted to the Board,
the explanation, so far as I could have given it, was always at

hand, had it suited the views of the Board to have asked for it ;

and I trust I should not have found the smallest difficulty in satis-

fying even the Navy Board, that none of my calculations were

wilfully incorrect. Indeed, when 1 left the JJoard, the investiga-

tion respecting the Stores could not be considered as complete, as

it had not been made to appear, by any of the Documents which I

had seen, whether or not any of the cables, rigging, or sails, of

either the Romney or Sensible, had been surveyed previous to their

being sent on Shore ; nor does that appear, by the Navy Board'*

subsequent letter, to have been ascertained : and, notwithstanding

it is advanced by that Board, by way of apology for the Report



372 CORRESPONDENCE.

having been sent without their investigation, (as they now affirm,)
" that it was not practicable with respect to the facts alledged in

the Report, without an entire revision of
it,

which would have

tals en up as many months as had already been employed upon it ;"

I must, in reply, beg to observe, that the great length of time

during which the account had been in hand, was occasioned by the

correspondence with the Dock-yards, Captains of Ships, and

others, in order to gain information, touching several matters,

which on the face of the account were inexplicable ;
and after this

information had been collected, /he revision of it could not have

taken up much time. In proof thereof we see, that on the 1st of

April the Navy Board sent the result of their revision, and of

various consequent inquiries, in thirty-tzzo days after they received

the letter which occasioned it ; and it is well known to their Lord-

ships, that the First Report was not made till thirty-one days after

I had quitted that Board. In addition to which, I beg to call their

Lordships' attention to that part of the Navy Board's letter,

wherein they say,
u that when the Report, as it came out of my

hands, was presented to them" (for consideration),
u

it did appear
to them of an extraordinary nature ; but as if rt'tfv framed under

their Lordships'
1

order, and they had no reason to doubt of the

facts which it stated, they did no more than soften the asperities of

expression which pervaded it." In reply to which, I beg leave to

observe, that their Lordships' order (10th September, 1802)
directed the Navy Board (C

minutely to investigate the Accounts,
and to report their opinion on the several charges ;" consequently,
if the statement from the Committee of Stores appeared of an

extraordinary nature, and as I was not present to give explana-
tions as to the grounds or documents upon which it had been

framed, it was their bounden duty, zcith this doubt on their minds,
not to have suffered it to have passed the Board, without having

minutely investigated it, that they might have been able to report

their opinion ; for mine, at that time, was totally out of the ques-

tion, not being a Member of the Board. But if they did not inves-

tigate the several points, (a pretence which I believe their Lord-

ships, on inquiry, will find to be utterly without foundation,) on

what ground did they soften any of the asperities, without knowing
whether or not they had been called for by the facts which had

appeared, or were, or were not inherent, and inseparable from the

opinion, it was their duty to form and to transmit ? Independent
of all which, how, Sir, will the Navy Board reconcile their late

declarations on tins subject with the assertions contained in their
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letter to Sir Evan Nepean, (382d page of the Romney's Papers,)
dated 28th October, 1802, nearly twelve months before I was

removed to the Committee of Stores, wherein they say,
u ice

have exercised the utmost attention in investigating the several

Accounts;" and again, in the same letter,
"

taking into due

consideration the result of our own inspection of the Accounts:1 "

&c. &c.

In detailing the inaccuracies in the former Report, ilie Navy
Board say,

" that though by the Boatswain's stated account there

appears to be a deficiency of one bower anchor, yet it is accounted

for by the Ship's log. under date the 10th June, 1801, as had been

pointed out by Sir Home ; and the official statement which was

transmitted to him, with their before-mentioned letter, showed,
that allowing the Boatswain credit for this anchor, the account of

the bower anchor is completely balanced." I must now pray their

Lordships' attention to that part of the Navy Board's letter to Sir

Home Popham, of the 15th of February last, (page 39'2,) which

relates to this anchor, wherein they say,
" that though, by the

Boatswain's stated account, there appears to be a deficiency of one

bower anchor, yet it is accounted for by the Ship's log-book, under

date of the. 10th June, 1801, with the omission only of the mention

of the zceight of the anchor, the flukes of which were on that day
carried away in weighing it in Cossier 'loads, and THE OMISSION

LIKEWISE HY THE BOATSWAIN, TO PRODUCE THE RING, AND PART

OF THE SHANK, AT TIJF. TARD WHERE SHE WAS PAID OFF." "Mr,

I shall make no farther comment on this apology for the -Boat-

swain, made by the Navy Board, whose duty I had conceived it was

to watch over the interests of the Public, than to challenge them to

produce one instance where, before now, a Boatswain has been

cleared of his charge of an anchor, from the loss of the flukes, wiio

HAD NOT PRODUCED TUB RING AND SHANK !

I cannot pass over what the Board have said on the subject of

the bitts, without observing, that notwithstanding the answers

which were received to the various inquiries which had been made

to gain information respecting them, appear nozo to be so very

satisfactory to the Board, they were not suiliciently so, in my eye,

to elucidate the consequences, which were stated to have followed

the accident, alledged to have happened to them, which was the

difference in the statements of the expenditure of a bower cable,

which in the log-book was stated to have been cut in the rpUcc,

and in the Boatswain's expense book to have parted; the latter of

which, of the two, appeared to we the most probable^ as it was
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declared by the Boatswain, that sixty Lascars had been employed
to pick the remains into ochum, and, in that case, it was natural

to suppose, that the cable was bitted when the accident happened ;

and, notwithstanding the Navy Board gravely observe, in order to

remove every doubt upon the subject, that there is a charge

actually made both for iron work and Sissoo timber, for repairing

,the bitts, yet, if in making this second investigation, which was

intended to throis so much discredit on their own former Report,

they had taken the trouble to inspect the Merchant Builders'

statement of the particulars of the work done to the Ship, (page 83,)

they wpuld have seen, that the bitts, for which this timber and

iron-work were charged, were the niizen topsail-sheet bitts, and

two new bitts on the quarter-deck, and that the cable bitts were

never once mentioned ! Does it not, Sir, appear somewhat more

than extraordinary, that the Navy Board should, a second time,

have solemnly reported on a subject of so much importance,

without having minutely investigated every account ;
the more

especially, as the last Report is offered in extenuation of their neg-

ligence, in not having examined the former one?

On the subject of the expenses particularized in the First

Report, the Navy Board say, they do not know on what ground
I determined that they were enormous and extraordinary, as it docs

not appear to what the epithets allude. Whether these charac-

teristics were suggested by me, or any other person, I have, at this

period, no recollection
; but as the Board have thought proper to

disclaim them, and affect not to comprehend to what part of the

expenses they apply, I have not the smallest objection to their

being considered as having originated with me; and I request

their Lordships' attention to that part of the First Report referred

to, (page 5,) which says,
"

nevertheless, if the isholc of these

enormous and extraordinary expenses arc allowed, there will

remain," &c., which evidently includes, as completely as any words

can describe, all the expenses before enumerated. And will it be

credited, that the Navy Board, to whose care, superintendence,
and final checque and controul, is confided the immense expenditure
of Stores for the Navy, feel a repugnance to describe as enormous
and extraordinary, the expenses alluded to ? Sir, I am certain

their Lordships will think, with me, that the expenditure of 3,000
fathoms of rope, for tailing and strapping, in fourteen months, on

board a 50 gun Ship, which had been completely fitted with new

rigging at a King's Yard, and had only made a passage to India,

without having been once in action, was both cnurmous and
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extraordinary. Can the records of the Navy Office produce one

single instance of a similar expense, to justify that Board's present

observation ? Does not the repeatedly blowing away of studding

kails, when the Ship appears to have been on a Wind the

expenditure of a complete set of top-gallant-masts, (with top.

gallant and royal yards,) which were particularly stated to have

been got down on the booms and the expenditure of 50 fathoms

of a nine-inch hawser in towing the Sensible, although the weather

during the 17-| hours she was in tow, was so fine, that the Ship*
never exceeded three miles an hour, and which both the log-book
and journals state to have been cast off", appear enormous and

extraordinary? and was not the sending nearly all the sails,

rigging, and cables of the Ship, on Shore to an Acting Naval

Officer, whose profits depended on the amount of his purchases,

and, so far as I am informed, without any Reports having been

produced to show whether the whole, or any part, had been sur-

veyed and found unfit for their proper services, enormous and

extraordinary ?

Sir, it appears by the Vote of Supply, that no less a sum than

FOUR MILLIONS SIX HUNDRED AND EIGHTY THOUSAND POUNDS has

been consigned to the Navy BoarJ, for the wear and tear of the

Fleet for the current year, (independent of wages and provisions) ;

and are not their Lordships astonished, to see that Navy Board

palliating, and doubting, and hesitating, and disclaiming the

epithets enormous and extraordinary, as applied to the expenses

before described more especially when they were immediately

followed by the purchasing of articles of the same sort and descrip-

tion? What! Sir, is it not enormous^ that nearly all the sails in

the Ship should have been sent on Shore, and sold at less than one

penny per yard, and at the same time old canvass demanded, and

purchased, at sixteen-pence per yard! as well as new canvass for

awnings, bags for colours, hammock-covers, screens for cabins,

wind-sails, Boats' covers, bags for sand, cushions, and smoke-sails,

when there was a Sailmaker and Sailmaker's Mate belonging to

the Ship ? Is it not enormous., that the rigging and cables of the

Ship (not nine months from England) should have been sent on

Shore and sold, and at the same time points and robins purchased,
as well as junk, at nearly 200 per cent, advance on the price, for which

the Public has credit for the cables ? And if the identical sails and

cables which had been sent on Shore, were not again sent off, under

the appellation of old canvass and junk, it appears to me to 'oe

morally impossible, that any other could be procured one half so

7
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good ;
it being notorious that Ships in the Merchant Service do

not condemn and cut up their sails and cables for old canvass and

junk, before they have been worn bare, and to the last thread!

No change of Ministers, or of situation no variation in the poli-

tical compass, shall deter me, Sir, from declaring, that I did regard

these expenses as enormous and extraordinary) in the highest

degree; and, in the discharge of my duty to the Public, I have no

doubt but I expressed that feeling, in the Paper which I drew up
for the consideration of the Board. If the Members of the Navy
Board, who signed the letter of the 1st of April, (for I observe that

an honourable Member, Mr. Markham, who did sign the Report,
has not subscribed that letter,) do not think them enormous, it is

most likely that I shall for ever differ in opinion with them; and

if indeed they do not regard them as extraordinary, I can only
lament that force of habit, and that familiarity, which have divested

accounts like these of their characters of strangeness, and their

power to surprise. I cannot, however, quit this topic without

again referring their Lordships to the Navy Board's Letter, (page

383,) dated 18th October, 1802, wherein they say,
"

we, how-

ever, apprehend, that if there were sufficient time for the exercise

of this ceconomy, the condemned cables and sails might have been

converted to answer the supply of part of the junk, spun-yarn,

hammock-covers, and awnings purchased." Ifthere zcere sufficient

time for the exercise of this ceconomy? ^hy, Sir, in the pre-

ceding paragraph but one of the same letter, they expressly state to

their Lordships,
" that the making good the defects of the hull,

masts, and yards of the Ship, necessarily occupied considerable

time 1 1" In any even*, did the Navy Board mean to tell their

Lordships, that it required less time to demand, purchase, and

send ofi' from the Shore, junk and old canvass, than it would to

convert the cables and sails then on the Ships' decks : Or what

time can, in their minds^ ever arrive for conversion and ceconomy,
if it is not when a Ship is to be repaired and refitted at a Merchant's

Yard in India, where they state (page 401) the advance on the

price of Stores to be 175 per cent ?

The Navy Board are pleased to observe, that in pursuing the

investigation, it appeared as if I had been anxious to avoid expla-
nation ; an assertion as extraordinary, as it is totally void of ioun-

dation and justice. In support of that assertion, they, however,

quote a minute written by me, directing the Clerk of the Survey
at Chatham,

" to proceed iu making the statement of the Boat-

swain's accounts," (notwithstanding he had been written to,)
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** without waiting for his explanation, as the Ship was on Foreign
Service." But, Sir, they have omitted to say, whether there was

any reason to suppose that I knew that he was then the Boatswain

of the Zealand, the contrary of which is most distinctly implied by
the observation, as the Ship z:as on Foreign Sen-ire ; and they
knew that the repeated directions received from the Admiralty, to

hasten the Report, would not admit of the delay, till an answer

could be received from a Ship which had but just sailed to run

down the Coast of Africa, and then to proceed to the West Indies.

The truth, however, is, Sir, although the Navy Board have thought

proper to conceal it from their Lordships, that the Clerk of the

Survey perceived the error under which the person was who had

dictated that letter; and in reply thereto, on the following day,

acquainted the Board, that the Boatswain was not in the Homney,
but on board the Zealand, and that he was coming to the Yard to

give all the explanation he could respecting the deficit of Stores ;

and it was then, and not before, first known that he was at the

Nore. I leave to their Lordships' feelings, what ought to be the

opinion, and what epithets are applicable to persons capable of

perverting so plain a fact to the crimination of one of their

Colleagues. I would rather their Lordships should name them

than I.

In reply to the observation respecting the manner in which the

Boatswain was debited for the deficiency of Stores, I have no

hesitation to avow, that it was my express direction, that they
should be charged to him at the highest rate which they had cost

the Public; and if, indeed, that is a u novel mode" at the JN'avy

Board, I can only lament that the interests of the Public have been

so long misunderstood there. This " novel mode" appears to me
fair and just, on every principle of equity ;

and I am confirmed in

that opinion, by the uniform practice of the Victualling Board.

In the first place it should be considered, that if the Stores had

been fairly and faithfully expended, no debt whatever could arise ;

and if they had not been fairly and faithfully expended, it appears

to me but just, that the whole expense to which the public had been

put for them, should be reimbursed, as it matters not, (provided

any articles of the sort had been purchased,) whether the Stores on

charge, which did not appear when the Ship wa* paid off, were

supplied from the Kind's Yards, before she sailed, or had been

purchased after her arrival at Calcutta ; for the embezzlement or

improper expenditure of the former, would occasion the purchase

of the latter, and the Public suffered to the whole ainount of the

. <&ron. (Sol. XIII, c c c
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highest price. If the English price only has heretofore T>eei*

charged for the deficiency of Stores, where purchases hav, been

made abroad, what an abominable temptation to traffic with the

King's Stores has been held out to the Warrant Officers ! for the

Navy Board, in the very next paragraph of their letter, stater,

that (he advance upon the price of Stores in India is no less than

175 per cent.

If the observations made by the Navy Board, respecting the

vouchers of the Boatswain's Accounts, are meant to insinuate that

I took, or conveyed away the papers in question, I do most

solemnly declare, that they are totally destitute of truth. It is

well known to Mr. Rolt and to Mr. Moss, and I believe to every

Clerk in the Office of Stores, that the papers relating to the

accounts under my investigation, were kept in a place locked

up, the key of which was in the custody of one of the Gentlemen

above named ;
and it must be in the recollection of all the Clerks

in that Office, that frequently I have not been able to hare access

to them, when the. Centleraan who had the key happened not to

h:- in the Office. 1 have most carefully looked over all my papers,

and send herewith every item and rough memorandum whjcJi 1

brought from the Navy; Offitc, relatiu-g to tfiess account* ; for

being, personally, indifferent as to the result of the Reportj 1 left

every paper and calculation, that was of the smallest consequence,

in the Office, nor have 1 even a. copy of one of them.

With respect to the smoke-sail, whether it cost 731. or only
71. 6s. 8J., is no longer in my power to demonstrate, not now

Laving the original vouchers to refer to; but if there was not, in

any of the accounts produced to me, a smoke-sail charged at 731.,

I must confess it is most extraordinary how that sum should have

been assigned, md passed all the checques- mentioned in the former

part of im Urur. Is it, Sir, riM<onable or probable, that a

lubricated staiement (foe such it is insinuated to be) of such a sin-

gular nature, would have been so particularized, as if for tlitt

express purpose of inviting curiosity to
investigate and detect it?

And is it not extraordinary that it did not rouse the curiosity, tif

least, of some one Member of the Board to inspect the correctness

of such an item, during a wlrole month, between -my leaving tha

Board and their making the Report? Among the rough memo-
randums enclosed, their Lordships will perceive one, stating tho

quantities of canvass purchased for various saHs for the Sensible,

ivifh the prices set against
1 each article, in the hand-writing of Mr.

Rolt; and by that memorandum, which proves to be correct by
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purchased to make her smoke-sail, at 3. 4d. per yard, and is

charged accordingly at \5l. Now, Sir, as every sail for a .30 gun

Ship necessarily requires to be made of much larger dimensions

than for a Frigate of 32 guns, I do not know how to reconcile this

quantity, which I have the means -of proving to have been ptirchas;-d

for the Sensible, with the 71. tig. Sd. ^hich the Navy Board state

to have been all that the smoke-sail for the Roinney cost, which is

only the price of 44 yards of canvass ; and the Navy Board cannot

be ignorant, that, even in the King's Yards, a much larger quan-

tity of canvass is allowed to make the smoke-sail of a 50 gun Ship.

But, Sir, whether it cost73/. or only 71. 6s. 8c/., is, comparafhelv,
of little consequence: it was the purchasing a smoke-sail at all, as

well as the other articles mentioned at the same time, to which it

was my duty to draw the attention of the Navy J3oard: and 1 feel,

ir, that as a Commissioner of the Navy, who had been 20 years

:'oyed in the Naval Service, (and let it not be forgotten that

oi' the Members who signed the letter of <he 1st of April, viz.

-. Hammond, Mr. Duncan, Mr. Harmood, and Sir F. Hart-

were brought up in the Navy, and have commanded Ships of

V"r>r.) I should not have discharged my duty to the Public, if 1

had not drawn the particular attention of the Board and of their

Lordships to such purchases, when so many thousand yards of

canvass were sent on Shore fo be sold, a great part of which,

having brought the Ship to Calcutta, would at least have answered

the purpose of wind-sails, sand-bags, cushions, and smoke-sails!

I cannot regard the insinuation, in the early part of the Navy
Board's Letter, that I had been removed by an Admiralty order

from the Committee of Correspondence to that of Stores, for the

purpose of making the Report on the Romney's Accounts, in any
o:iuv light than as a malignant attempt tp calumniate an illustrious

Character, for having developed, and endeavoured to correct, the

enormous abuses which have pervaded the Civil Departments of the

Navy: but how, let me ask, is the Navy Board borne out in thai

insinuation, by the concluding part of their letter, wherein they

say, that on the 24th of February, 1801, at which time I was one

of the Secretaries to the Admiralty,
' their Lordships directed

them to employ the same persons to investigate the subsequent

account of the Romney, as had been employed on the former one 1"

Need I request their Lordships' particular attention to thc*e oppoT

fite and irreconcilable statements and inferences?

\t is difficult to guess, what could have led the Navy Board to.
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give their Lordships that laboured account of the reasons which had

induced them to proceed in the manner they had done, with respect

to the examination of these accounts, unless it is meant as an

apology for the last paragraph in their former Report, wherein

they say,
"

jt had been formed from documents in Office, without

having called on the Captain, agreeably to their usual mode, for an

explanation of any of the circumstances referred to therein, con.

reiving it to have been their Lordships' intention that they should

have proceeded in that manner." -In truth, Sir, much apology is

due for these assertions; for, in the first place, it is notorious to

every Clerk in the Office, and to every Navy Agent in this town,

that the usual, I believe I may say the invariable practice of the

Office, is a direct contradiction to their assertion, namely, to report

'p,nd lay imprests on the wages of Captains, for alleged irregula-

rities in their accounts, without calling on them for any cxplana.

tion whatever; and in the next place, I never saw or heard of any

intimation from the Admiralty, (it is very certain there is no order,

or tlu-y would have produced it,) which conveyed what they term

their Lordships' intentions. But, admitting that such had been

conveyed, what can possibly be so unworthy of a Public Board,
as lo depart from an established rule of office, to the prejudice of

an Officer of rank, in order to gratify what they might conceive to

be the intentions or wishes of the Admiralty ? Do not their Lord-

ships spurn at such a declaration ? and does it not evidently convey,

that their last letter has been written upon the same conception of

supposed intentions in their Lordships, and, consequently, that

we may now expect a third Report, or even a fourth, should

there be another First Lord of the Admiralty before this case is

decided on ?

Having, I trust, fully vindicated every part of my conduct

through the whole of this investigation, I think it my duty to their

Lordships, to the Country, and to the House of Commons in par.

ticular, to call their attention to one of the papers which has been

laid by the Navy Board before the House of Commons, dated
19tji

February, 1805, (page 301,) purporting to" be " An Account of

the Expenses of the Romuey, from the 25th November, 1800, to

2d June, 1803, as nearly as can be ascertained at the Navy
Office," in order that their Lordships may judge, whether that

paper could have possibly bee^i
drawn up with any other view, than

to deceive and mislead the judgment of Parliament. That account

is declared to be framed, so as to bring under one point of view

f* bow much she exceeded the proportion of the vote of Parliament
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allowed for wear and tear, or came within that sum." Sir, in that

statement there are omissions of the most extraordinary nature and

magnitude; and I must take the liberty to add, in the language of

the Navy Board, that I scarcely think there ever were such extra-

ordinary means resorted to, to produce a particular effect! Will

the Navy Board pretend that they have not examined that account

before they signed it, and that their confidence has been a second

time misplaced, and upon whom will they charge it ? Or, Sir,

will they continue to vouch for the fairness and truth of that paper?

Sir, in that paper they have omitted, by what accident they best

know, all her repairs, and the Stores supplied to her, between

December 1801, and June 1803 ! They have suppressed all

knowledge of the Stores purchased in the Red Sea, and of those

supplied at Madras, as well as of her repair and refit when she was

docked at Bombay, in the months of October and November 1802;

notwithstanding they have, in that very paper, given credit for

eight months 1 Stores which were brought home in her, and must of

necessity have been received at one of these places ; and that it

appears, (page 114,)
*' a Frigate could not have come out of

Dock at Chatham, by two Tides, had it not been for the Romney's
Sea store of copper!" They cannot plead ignorance of these

transactions ; the purchases in the Red Sea have been reported on

by the Navy Board to their Lordships, (page 378,) and the

repairs at Bombay were proved on oath, (page 99,) by the Car-

penter of the Ship at Chatham, before the Junior Surveyor of the

Navy ! ! These facts, Sir, speak too plain to require any com-

ment from me, or to be susceptible of satisfactory explanation

any where, but at their Lordships' Table, or at the Bar of the House

of Commons.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your very obedient humble Servant,

TO William Mjrsden, E*j.
B. TUCKER.

^"^^>

JLxtrarf of a Letter from an Officer on board His Majesty's Ship

Arro-^^ dated Carthagena, Feb. 26, 1805.

YOU wiy,
no doubty be not a little surprised, when you read

from whence this is dated, and on what occasion we are here.

Know then, on the 4th of January we sailed from Malta, in com-

pany with His Majesty's Bomb Acheron, and a Convoy of 34 Sail

for England, and had a fine fair Wind, which carried us within a

lew days' sail of Gibraltar, when the Wind shifted, and blew
v
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exceedingly hard for ten days. Sunday, February 3, it being a

Tory fine day, we observed two strange Frigates on our weather

quarter, with all sail set made the private Signal to them, which

was not answered tacked with the Bomb, and stood towards

them. At two, could, perccjvc they were two large Frigates
cleared Ship for Action. It now fell calm at sun-set sprang up
:i breeze, nearihg the Enemy very fast every body at quarters all

night. At four in the morning the Frigates came close alongside,

when several shot were exchanged without any damage on either

side
; they then stood off again, and ran to leeward we were not

positive of what nation they were, whether French, Spanish, or

Algerines. The long wished for clay at length appeared, when we
saw the French Colours flying on board the Frigates at six they

tacked, and stood towards us and our Consort the Bomb at seven

the Action began with great spirit on both sides, which lasted till

half-past eight; when, from our disabled state, aiid being over-

powered by so superior a Force, we were under the necessity of

striking the Colours : the Bomb seeing our condition, made sail,

but was afterwards taken and burnt by the other Frigate. I leave

you to judge, if we gave up the Arrow with disgrace. The Fri-

gate which took possession of us was called the Incorruptible,

mounting 44 eighteen-pounders, and carried upwards of 600 Men.
The other Ship was called 1'Hortense, mounting about 50 guns,
and the same number of Men. The Arrow mounted 28 thirty-

two-pounder's, (carronades.) and 134 Men; and the Acheron only
8 guns. During the Action, we had 13 Men killed, and (27

wounded masts, yards, sails, ropes, and rigging cut all to pieces,
so that the Ship was a most complete Wreck, floating like a log on
the water for the last ten minutes of (he Action : four guns out of

six at my quarters were disabled. .About three- hours after they
took possession of us, the Frenchmen found she was sinking fast,

as we had upwards of thirty shot-holes under water. Every body
now began to look out for himself, and I was one of the last of the

Prisoners on board
; was obliged to take a leap overboard, to get

into one of the Frigates' Boats; and after a cooling swim, was
taken on board (he Boat by one of our Men ; but in .spite of all the

efforts made by the French and Englishmen, she sunk about one
o'clock in the afternoon, with three unfortunate wounded English-
men on board, who could not possibly be taken out. To a^-rra-
vah' our misfortunes, not a stitch of clothes did w: save, but v/har

we had on our backs: every thing. I had in the world went to (he

iii in the poor little Arrow. We could not learn exact! v
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damage we did the Enemy, as the Ship we engaged most

parted company in chase of the Bomb, and did not join again.

They behaved very well to us on board the Frenchman. While

\ve remained on board the Frigate, she took and burnt two of the

Convoy, a Transport, and a Merchant Brig. We have not been,

able to learn what damages the other Frigate did the Convoy we

hope not much ; but had we not engaged them so long, a great

many must have fallen into their hands. We are in great hopes

Captain Vincent "will be made Post, for his gallant resistance

against so superior a Force. The French themselves own they
never dreamt of our engaging them. They brought us here on

Thursday the 7th Feb. and landed us on the Tuesday following.

The Spaniards have given the Officers their parole of honour: they
allow us about four shillings a-day each for our subsistence. We
have formed a Mess of 12. Captain Vincent, two Ladies, Passen-

gers, four Soldier Officers taken in the Transports, and five of the

Officers of the Arrow, and we live as comfortable as our situation

will permit, in. daily expectation of hearing of our exchange. We
all think, ourselves very fortunate in not having more Officers

killed ; the Boatswain and Captain's Clerk were the only Officers

killed ; two of the wounded Men have died in the Hospital, but

the rest are in a fair way of recovery. After we are exchanged and

tried for the loss of the Ship, all the Officers will be sent home ;

perhaps we may be sent home to take our trial I hope the latter

may take place I hope, at farthest, to be in England in six

months. Tell Dick, when you write, of my being in limbo, as

also a friend of his, a Captain Green, formerly of the 35th

Regiment, but now of the '24th : he was going home from Malta

to join his Regiment: he desires to be remembered to him.

The English Commissary for Prisoners of War at Madrid, gives

us great hopes of a speedy exchange.

Yours, &c. &c. &c.

MR. EDITOR,

HAVING arrived in England from Demerara only a few days

ago, I have not been afforded an earlier opportunity of noticing

the unjust, unprovoked, and absurd misrepresentations of the

Master of the Ship Thetis, of Lancaster, which have been pub-

lished, respecting the Action of the 8th of November last, off Bar-

badoes. with the Buonaparte Privateer, and the Cures. Thetis, and

Penelope, which, in justice to the Commanders and Crews of the

other two Ships, require to be refuted. I am happr ia having
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brought with me a letter from Barbadoes, which I received front

the Commander of the Buonaparte Privateer, which was afterwards

captured and carried into Barbadoes.

Those persons who take any interest in this affair, are requested

to compare the following letter of Captain Painpefly, with the

partial and pompous account of the Action, inserted on the autho-

rity of Mr. Charnley, in the Public Papers.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

DANIEL BOUSFIELD,
LltycTs Coffee-House, April 27. Commanderofthe Ship Ceres.

Translation from the Barbadoes Mercury, of December 8, 1804,

with the Editor's Comment thereon.

AS there appears to have been some misrepresentation of the,

late Action of the Ships Thetis, Ceres, and Penelope, with th

French Privateer Brig Buonaparte, the following letter will remove

whatever unfavourable impression may have been made towards th

Masters of the. Ceres and Penelope, who, it is now established,

equally shared with the Master of the Thetis in the honour of the

contest \rith the Enemy; and evinces, on the part of the Captain
of the Buonaparte, a liberal, brave, and generous mind:

Captain PAINPENY, late Commander of the French Brig the

Buonaparte, to Captain DANIEL BOUSFIELD, Commander of

the English Ship the Ceres.

SIR, Bridge Town, Barbadoes, Dec. 5, 1804.

I HAVE been astonished at the account given against you, of

the Engagement we had together: the manner in which you con-

ducted yourself obliges me, upon my honour, to inform the Public

of the fact. On my arrival here, I was surprised to find that the

Captain of the Thetis took to himself all the merit of having fought
with me. It is true that, during the heat of the Action, he was

the nearest Ship to m6, but that was from necessity, as it was him

that I attacked first, and which I did because I saw that he was the

best armed of the three: he commenced the fire, which was soon

followed np by you and the other Letter of Marque. The courage

you have all three shown, cannot be too much admired. Your
manoeuvres convince me that they were the result of reflection and

experience; and the national character which you have manifested,

certainly merits the eulogium of the Public.

Your fire was tremendous for me; and I can with truth affirm,,

that it was you who did me most damage, and who dismasted my
Vessel, which was the reason that I was unable to capture the
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Thetis. A single Ship then has not all the honour of the fight, but

certainly all three. In short. Sir, I thank the accident that has

procured me the pleasure of your acquaintance, and to express tliu

satisfaction that I feel in my heart on writing this letter. I leave

you full liberty to make it public among your Countrymen, la

proving my particular esteem for your person, it will no doubt,
at the same time, ensure you the public approbation, and preserve

you from those malicious tongues who shall dare attack your

respectable character.

I have the honour to be, with consideration and esteem, Sir,

your obedient Servant,

(Signed) PAIXPEXr.

^M^V^I

PLATE CLXXVIII.

nPHIS Plate is intended to represent the Western Squadron

entering Torbay, and is engraved by Medland, from a Draw-

ing of Anderson's.

^******

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.
[Continued from page 129.]

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

^ FALCONER.

LOSS OF THE RAVEN BRIG.

The following Letter from an Officer zcho belonged to the

Brig, contains a more particular Account of the Loss of that

Vessel than any yet published :

In Prison, Fort St. Mary's, in the Province of Andalusia,

February 6, 1804.

T is my great misfortune to address you as a Prisoner in Spain,

but I am happy in being saved, after having, with my Ship,

mates, suffered all the horrors and perils of Shipwreck on an

Enemy's Coast.

I can only mention to you the outlines of our case; to describe

it would be as impossible as for you to conceive it. We had left

England just a week, and expected, in the course of another, with

the same favourable weather as had till then attended us, to reach

the place of our destination. We had" arrived within 25 miles of

Cadiz on Monday evening, January 28, as we imagined, but werf
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unfortunately mistaken, for before twelve that night we found our-

selves drifted into an Enemy's Harbour, among Rocks and Shoalsr

the recollection of which makes me shudder. Our situation, just

before daylight on the 29th, \vas most truly distressing a tremen-

dous Sea and Shoals on either hand, presented each moment as our

last. At daylight we found ourselves among the Enemy's Ships,

and within the Batteries, but it was determined the Raven should

not be tamely surrendered, and till nine o'clock there was a hope

that we should get clear off; but this hope was transient. At ten

the Gale increased, and we anchored, expecting every moment to

be driven on the Rocks by the violence of the Wind and the Sea,

In this awful state of suspence and despair we remained till eight

at night, at which time the Vessel b-coke from her cables, and at

nine we felt the awful shock she struck! To describe the same

would baffle the efforts of the ablest pen. The groans, shrieks,

and cries of Men threatened with instant destruction ;
no hope of

saving life; blowing, raining, and dreadfully dark ;
Sea after Sea

dashing over us ;
the crashing of the falling masts ;

and the shocb

which the Vessel received in striking the ground, presented nothing

short of instant dissolution. Thus circumstanced, we remained on

the Wreck from nine at night till daylight ;
when we were made

Prisoners by the Spanish Soldiers. After getting on Shore, how

shall I speak of that Providence which saved our lives, as only two

were lost, one a Messmate of mine, and the other a Marine!

Bateman got no hurt, is well, and with me : we expected soon an

exchange of Prisoners. The Spanish Government have behaved in

the most handsome manner and as they had an opportunity of

witnessing our exertions on Tuesday morning, they have, from a

sense of admiration and honour, allowed us more indulgence than

has been before known to be given. We have the liberty of going

where we please, within 20 miles, (I mean the Officers,) and they

seem anxious to render our situation as comfortable as possible.

I was attacked with my old disorder, and had it very severely for

about eight days, owing to the wet, cold, and fatigue ; but am now

much better. I shall lose about 250J., but my life is spared,

which gives the balance in my favour. When exchanged, I know

not whether we shall be sent to England, or to Lord Nelson.

^^*r*
LOSS OF THE

EARL OF ABERGAVENNY, EAST INDIAMAN.

THE following additional Facts relative to the Loss of the Aber-

gavenny, East Imliaman, appeared iu a Letter sent to the Gentle-,

man's Magazine for March :
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ON the awful night of the 5th of February, about nine o'clock,
the Passengers were apprised of their perilous situation

;
on which

every one was endeavouring to gain an imagined place of safety.

Air. Gramshaw, and two more of the Cadets, after hearing these

terrific words, IVe must till go du.cn :cilh (he Ship! went into thu

cabin ;
where they continued some time looking at each other,

without utti-ring a word. At last one of them said, Let us return

vpon deck! and two of them did so. Mr. Gramshaw remained

behind. He then opened his writing desk, and took out his Com-

mission, his letters of introduction, and some cash; after which

he went upon deck, but did not see either of his Companions. He
then bent his eyes forward : when, at that moment, the Ship went

down head foremost! The Sea in an immense column traversed

along the deck to where he then was
; endeavouring to ascend the

steps leading to the poop when he was launched into the deep!
The night dark, cold; the Sea in its utmost rage! The Wind

blowing very vehemently! Not knowing how to swim; and

encumbered with a great coat and boots, he supposed, that when

the stern of the Ship went down, he must have bsen drawn round

it by the vortex occasioned by her sinking, as he found himself

on the contrary side of the Ship from whence he had been pre-

cipitated.

Whilst Tie was endeavouring to Icoep himself from sinking,

something dashed against the back of his hand two or three times;

which he caught hold of, and found it to be a rope hanging from

the mizen shrouds,. This fortunate circumstance re-animated his

drooping spirits. He endeavoured, and did climb up it several

feet ; but, what with the boots, and great coat, and other clothes,

now in every part saturated with water, he slipped doivn into the

Sea ! His spirits now failed him, having made his utmost eifort to

preserve life : when at this fearful moment, resigning himself to

the will of his Creator, the Ship gave a lurch, by which lie was

canted into the mizen shrouds! He then fixed himself as well as

he could, by grasping the rattlings. In this situation he remained

a length of time, shivering and benumbed with cold.

Mr. Gilpin, the fourth Mate, a Man possessing an heart of the

most inestimable texture, had, with about twenty others, gained
the mizen top. Impelled by the dictates of humanity, he descended

the shrouds ;
with a view, no doubt, to render assistance to any that

might be in want thereof; when he discovered Mr. Gramshaw,
whom he lifted into the mizen top, and placed him with the others

already there. During their stay in the mi/en top, viz. from the
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hour of eleven at night to seven in the morning, he at various

times continued cheering his Companions in distress, and requesting

them to keep up their spirits.

SUFFERINGS AT SEA.

THE following Account of the Sufferings of some Deserters,

from St. Helena, is extracted from the Supplement to the Calcutta

Gazette, of the date of July 8, 1802 :

Letters lately received from St. Helena give a most singular and

affecting Narrative of six Deserters from the Artillery of that

Island. Their extraordinary adventures produced a kind of

inquiry on the 12th of December last, when John Brown, one of

the Survivors, delivered the following account upon oath before

Captain Dcsfontain, President, Lieutenant B. Hodson, and Ensign

Young :

" In June 1799 I belonged to the First Company of Artillery,

in the Service of this Garrison ; and on the 10th of that month,

about half an hour before parade time, M'Kinnori, Gunner and

Orderly of the Second Company, asked me if I was willing to go

with him on board of an American Ship called the Columbia, Cap-

tain Henry Letor, the only Ship then in the Roads. After some

conversation I agreed, and met him about seven o'clock at the

Play-ho'use, where I found one M'Quinn, of Major Seate's Com-

pany another Man caflfed Brighouse another called Parrand
the sixth, Matthew Couway.
" Parr was a good Seaman, and said he would take us to the

Island of Ascension, or lay off the Harbour till the Columbia

could weigh anchor and cgmdjout. We went down about eight

o'clock to the West
Rockftftjtiltttc

the American Boat was waiting

for us, manned with thrdli&eican .Seamen, which took us

alongside the Columbia. We went on board Parr went doMrn

into the Cabin
;
and we changed our ctothes after having been on

board half ar
. hour.

"
Brighouse and Conway proposed to cut a Whale-boat from

out of the Harbour, to prevent the Columbia from being suspected ;

which they effected having therein a coil of -rope and five oars,

with a large stone, she was moored by. This happened about

eleven at night.
" We observed lanterns passing on the line towards the Sea.

Gate, and hearing a great noise, thought we were missed, and

searched for. We immediately embarked in the Whale-boat, with
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twenty-five pounds of bread in a bag, and a small keg of water,

supposed to contain about thirteen gallons, one compass, and one

quadrant, given to u?by the Commanding Officer of the Columbia;

but in our hurry the quadrant was either left behind, or dropped

overboard.
" We then left the Ship, pulling with two Oars only, to get

a-head of her. The Boat was half full of water, and nothing to

ba :
.l her out. In this- condition we rowed out to Sea, and lay off

the Island a great distance, expecting the American Ship hourly.
" About 12 o'clock, the second day, no Ship appearing, by Parr's

advice we bore away, steering N. by W., and then N.X.W., for

the Island of Ascension, using our handkerchiefs for sails. Wa
met with a light Wind, which continued two days. The weather

then became very fine, and we supposed we had run about ten

miles an hour. M'Kinnon kept a reckoning with pen, ink, and

paper, supplied by the Columbia, as also Charts and Maps.
" We continued our course till about the 18th in the morning,

when we saw a number of Birds, but no Land. About twelve on

that day, Parr said he was sure we must be past the Island, ac-

counting it to be eight hundred miles from St. Helena. We then

each of us took our shirt, and with them made a small sprit-ail,

and laced our jackets and trowsers together, at the waistband, to

keep us warm ;
and then altered our course to W. by N., thinking

to make Rio de Janeiro, on the American Coast. Provisions

running very short, we allowed ourselves only one ounce of bread

for ticcnty-foiir hours, and fao mouthfuls of voter.

" We continued until the 2Gth, when all our pro-Mans were

expended. On the 27th M'Qninn took a piece of Bamboo in his

mouth to chew, and we all followed his example. On that night,

it being my turn to steer the Boat, and remembering to have read

of persons in our situation eating their shoes, I cut a piece off one

of mine ; but it being soaked with salt water, I was obliged to

spit it out, and take the inside sole, which I ate part of, and dis-

tributed to the rest, but found no benefit from iU

" On the 1st of July Parr caught a Dolphin, with a Gaff that

had been left in the Boat. We ail fell on our knees, ami thanked

Godfor his goodness to us. We tore up the Fish, and hung it

to dry r about four we ate part of it, which agreed with us pretty

well. On this Fish we subsisted till the 4th, about eleven o'clock,

when^feitlmg the whole expended, bones and all, Parr, myself,

Brighonse, and Conway, proposed to scuttle the Boat, and let her

go down, 'to put us out of our misery. The other two objected,
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observing, that God, who had made Man, always found him sorae-

thing to eat.

On the 5th, about eleven, M'Kinnon proposed, that it mould

be better to cast lots for one of us to die^ in order to save the rest ;

to which we consented. The lots were made William Parr,

being sick two days before with the spotted fever, was excluded.

Jle wrote the numbers out, and put them in a hat, which we drew

out blindfolded, and put them in our pockets. Parr then asked

whose lot it was to die none of us knowing what number we had

in our pockets each one praying that it might be his lot. It was

agreed that No. 5 should die ; and the lots being unfolded, M'Kin-

non's was No. 5.

11 We had agreed, that he whose lot it was should bleed himself

to death; for which purpose we had provided ourselves with nails

sharpened, which we got from the Boat. M'Kinnon, with one of

them, cut himself in three places in the foot, hand, and wrist, and

praying God to forgive him, died in about a quarter of an hour.

u Before he was quite cold, Brighouse, with one of those nails,

cut a piece of flesh oft' the thigh, and hung it up, leaving his body in

the Boat. About three hours after, we all ate of it only a very

small bit. This piece lasted us until the 7th. We dipped the body

every two hours in the Sea, to preserve it. Parr having found a

piece of slate in the bottom of the Boat, he sharpened it on the

other large stone, and with it cut another piece off the thigh, w hich

lasted us until the 8th ; when, it being my watch, and observing

the water about break of day to change colour, I called the rest,

thinking we were near Shore ; but saw no Land, it not being quite

day-light.
" As soon as day appeared, we discovered land right a-head,

and steered towards it. About eight in the morning we were

close to the Shore. There being a heavy surf, we endeavoured to

turn the Boat's head to it ; but being very weak, we w ere unable.

Soon after the Boat upset ! Myself, Conway, and Parr, got on

Shore. M'Quinn and Brighouse were drowned.
" We discovered a small Hut on the Beach, in which were an

Indian nd his Mother, who spoke Portuguese ; and I, under-

standing that language, learnt that there was a Village, about three

miles distance, called Belmont. This Indian went to the Village,

and gave information that the French had landed
;
and in about

two hours, the Governor of the Village, (a Clergyman,) with

several armed Men, took Conway and Parr Prisoners, tying them

by their hands and feet, and slinging them on a bamboo stick ] and
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in this manner took them to the Village. I, being very weak, re-

mained in the Hut some time, but was afterwards taken.
" On our telling them we were English, we were immediately

released, and three hammocks provided. We were taken in them

to the Governor's House, who let us lie on his own bed, and

gave us milk and rice to eat ; but not hav ing eaten any thing for

a considerable time, we were lock-jawed, and continued so till

the 23d ; during which time the Governor wrote to the Go-

vernor of St. Salvador, who sent a small Schooner to a place called

Porto Seguro, to take us to St. Salvador. We were conducted

to Porto Seguro on horse-back, passing through Santa Croix,

M'here we remained about ten days. Afterwards we embarked ;

and, on our arrival at St. Salvador, Parr, on being questioned by
the Governor, answered,

c that our Ship had foundered at Sea, and

we had saved ourselves in the Boat ; that the Ship's name was the

Sally, of Liverpool, and belonged to his Father, and was last from

Cape-Corfe 'Castle, on the Coast of Africa, to touch at Ascension

for Turtle, and then bound for Jamaica.' Parr said he was the

Captain.
" We continued at St. Salvador about thirteen days, during

which time the Inhabitants made up a subscription of 200/. each

Man ! We then embarked in the Maria, a Portuguese Ship, for

Lisbon
; Parr, as Mate ; Conway, Boatswain's Mate ; myself,

being sickly, as Passenger. In fourteen days we arrived at Rio de

Janeiro. Parr and Conway sailed for Lisbon, and I was left in

the Hospital. In about three months Captain Elphinstone, of the

Diomede, pressed me into His Majesty's Service, giving me the

choice of remaining on that Station, or to proceed to the Admiral

at the Cape. I chose the latter, and was put with seven suspected

Deserters, on board the Ann, a Botany Bay Ship, in irons, with

the Convicts. When I arrived at the Cape, I was put on board
'

the Lancaster, of sixty-four guns. I never entered. I at length

received my discharge; since which I engaged in the Duke of

Clarence as a Seaman. I was determined to give myself up the

first opportunity, in order to relate my sufferings to the Men of

this Garrison, to deter them from attempting so mad a scheme

again."
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Bright-ey'd Fancy hoverin? o'er,

Scatters from her pictured Urn

Thoughts that breathe, and words that bum I

DIBDIN'S CHARMING KITTY ;

OR, THE TAR'S DANCING SHOKS tENGTHENED AND FITTED OUT

DUONAPAHTK.

a Vessel of my own I have oft ta'en a trip,

And 1 christcn'd her the Charming Kitty;
Tho' not quite so big as a three-mast Ship,

Yet she looks, when at Sea, quite as pretty;

Copper is her bottom, and her planks all sound,
And then not a Sloop,

From the head to the poop,

Is so timber'd, berigg'd, caulk'd, and pointed all round:

Her canvass and cordage are all in their places,

Her anchors and grapnels, and lanyards and braces,

Her mainsail and foresail, and topsail and cluelines,

Her shrouds and her yards, and her block and herbowliac?,

Her rattlings, her steerage, her capstan and cable,

With Lads v/ho to work are both willing and able :

Anchor heave taking leave*

Off we go yo ho !

Full sail catch the gale nothing dread heave the lead,

Till in Port that's your sort-

Then again in the Ocean d'ye see I've a notion-
No Seaman to own how she trips will refuse,

Like a Tar upon Shore in his dancing shoes.

When War added Storms to the Storms of the Waves,
I ventur'd to Sea bold and hearty,

Determin'd for Britain and Ireland to brave

Death, the Devil, and great Buonaparte.
When, Peace was in fashion, and Commerce afloat.

Not a Brig nor a Hoy
Could you better employ,

For passage and freightage, than my little Boat :

Her guns were ashore, and instead of sch lading,
In broadcloth and hardware, and silks she was trading ;

In hides and in coaches, in pinknies and ponies,
In buckles and buttons for French macaronies,
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To change for tobacco, and rice, and molasses.

Cheese, butter, and cambric, and large looking-glasses,

Indian canes British grains

Burton ale fresh or stale

Spanish blades, pallisades, sugar-candy, gin and brandy-
Bottle port that's your sort:

And while no embargo was laid on my Cargo,
I was rich in my trade among Christians and Jews }

As a Tar upon Shore in his dancing shoes.

Since the great Buonaparte has taken Hanover,
And threatens to spoil all our trading,

His Army of England he means to bring over,

To teach us the mode of invading ;

But could we once see them embark'd and afloat,

Not a Ship in the Fleet,

But would give them a treat,

From a Ship of the Line down to my little Boat :

We'll give them a test of our old British thunder,

Shall spoil all their stomachs for carnage and plunder :

Our bombs and our balls from our mortars and cannon,
Shall make Ocean ring from the Seine to the Shannon;
Whole broadsides at once we'll incessantly send them,
Shall cripple and tear them, and hole them, and rend them :

Point your guns Freedom's Sons

Fire away that's your play
'

Britons cheering Frenchmen fearing, burning, flying, sinking,

dying
All their decks floating Wrecks-

Having sunk Buonaparte, our Sailors quite hearty,

Send the few whom they sar'd back to France with the news,
And on Shore at the Nore take their dancing shoes.

THE BELLS OF OSTEND.

BEAUTIFUL MORNING AFTER A STORM.
BY THE REV. VT, LISLg BOWLES.

(From his recent Publication called "The Spirit of Discovery."}

,
I never, till life and its shadows shall end,

Can forget the sweet sound of the Bells of Ostend!

The day set in darkness, the Wind it blew loud,

And rung as it pass'd through each murm'ring shroud*;

* Shrouds are the ropes of the mast,

Jsfc. f>ron OloI.XIII. E c K
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My forehead was wot with the spume of the spray,

My heart sigh'd in secret for those far away;
When slowly the morning advanc'd from the East,
The toil and the noise of the tempest was cea.'d;

The peal, from a land I ne'er saw, seein'd to say,
" Let the Stranger forget every sorrow to-day ;"

And I never, till life and its shadows shall end,
Can forget the sweet sound of the Bells of Ostend.

Yet the short-Hv'd emotion was mingled with pain
I thought of those eyes I should ne'er see again ;

I thought of the kiss, the last kiss which I gave,
And a tear of regret feil unseen on the wave.

I thought of the schemes fond affection had plann'd,
Of the trees, of the towers, of my own native land*****#*##
But still the sweet sounds, as they swell'd to the air,

Seem'd tidings of pleasure, though mournful to bear;
And I never, till life and its shadows shall end,
Can forget the sweet sound of the BELLS of OSTEND !

BALLAD,
BY DIBDIN.

I.

'T'OM TACKLE was noble, was true to his word,
If merit bought titles, Tom might be a Lord

;

How gaily his Bark through Life's Ocean would sail,

Truth furnish'd the rigging, and Honour the gale.

Yet Tom had a failing, if ever Man had,

That, good as he was, made him all that was bad;

He was paltry and pitiful, scurvy and mean,

And the snivlingest scoundrel that ever was seen :

For so said the Girls, and his Landlord's long score

Would you know what that fault was Tom Tackle was poor !

II.

'Twas once on a time when we took a Galloon,

And the Crew touch'd the Agent for cash to some tune,

Tom a trip took to jail, an old Messmate to free,

And four thankful Prattlers soon sat on his knei*.

Then Tom was an angel, down right from heav'u sent!

While they'd hands, he his goodness should never repent

Returned from next Voyage, he bemoan'd his sad

'to And bis dear friend shut the door in his lace 1
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Why d'ye wonder, cried one, you're serv'd right to be sure,
Once Tom Tackle was rich now Tom Tackle is poor!

III.

I ben't you see vers'd in high maxims and sitch,

But don't this same Honour concern poor and rich ?

If it don't come from good hearts, I can't see where from,
And damme if e'er Tar had a good heart 'twas Tom.

Yet, somehow or 'nother, Tom never did right ;

None knew better the time when to spare, or to fight;

He, by finding a leak, once preserv'd Crew and Ship,

Sav'd the Commodore's life then he made such rare flip !

And yet, for all this, no one Tom could endure ;

I fancy as how 'twas because he was poor.

IV.

At last an old Shipmate, that Tom might hail Land,
Who saw that his heart siiil'd too fast for his hand,
In the riding of comfort a mooring to find,

Reefd the sails of Tom's fortune, that shook in the Wind :

He gave him enough through Life's Ocean to steer,

Be the breeze what it might, steady, thus, or no near.

His pittance is daily, and yet Tom imparts

What he can to his friends- and may all honest hearts,

Like Tom Tackle have what keeps the wolf from the door,

Just enough to be generous too much to be poor.

TO THE RIVER WYE.
BY DR. a. KETT.

WYE ! romantic Stream ! thy winding way
Invites my lonely steps, what time the night

Smiles with the radiance of the Moon's pale light,

That loves upon the quivering Flood to play.

O'er thy steep banks the Rocks fantastic tower,
And fling their deepening shadow cross the stream ;

To Fancy's eye worn battlements they seem,

Which on some beetling cliff tremendous lower.

Hark ! Echo speaks, and from her mazy Cave

Sportive returns the Sailor's frequent cry;

Ah ! how unlike the old Bard's minstrelsy,

Warbled in wild notes to the haunted Wave !

Warlike as seems the Hurricane's rude sweep,

To the light Breeze that lulls thy placid deep.
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SONNET
BY CHARLOTTE SMITH.

C If'ritttn in the Churchyard at Middlfton in Sussex.)

TDRESS'D by the Moon, mute Arbitress of Tides,

While the loud EQUINOX its power combines,
The Sea no more its swelling Surge confines,

But o'er the shrinking Land sublimely rides.

The wild Blast, rising from the western Cave,
Drives the huge Billows from their heaving bed ;

Tears from their grassy tombs the Village dead,

And breaks the silent Sabbath of the Grave !

With shells and sea-weed mingled, on the Shore

Lo ! their bones whiten in the frequent Wave ;

But vain to them the Winds and Waters rave ;

They hear the warring Elements no more:

While I am drown'd by life's long Storm opprest,

To gaze with envy on their gloomy rest.

^SjfSJP*

MARINE DESIGNS, NAVAL PORTRAITS, &c.

IN THE

EXHIBITION AT THE ROYAL ACADEZIY,

MDCCCV.

THE THIRTY-SEVENTH.

Nutrix Artis emulatio est.

VELLEIUS PATERCULUS, SUB FINEM, LIB. J.

The Numbers refer to their Place in the Exhibition. R.A. Royal
Academician. A. Associate. H. Honorary.

5 pORTRAIT of Captain Gooch A. W. Deris.

7 Morning J. Opte, R.A.

15 A Sea Storm N. Pocock.

47 View of Brighthelmstone, with the towing a Boat

on Shore Sir F. Bourgeois, R.A.

48 Admiral Lord Keith W. Owen, A.

52 View of the Reculvers, near Margate W. Pickett.

77 The Deluge B. West^ R.A,
80 His Majesty's Frigates the Medusa, Indefatiga-

ble, Amphion, and Lively, chasing a Squadron
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of Spanish Frigates ; the Medusa, Sir John

Gore, coming up with the Spanish Commo-
dore T. Whitcombe.

92 His Majesty's Frigates the Medusa, Indefatiga-

ble, Amphion, and Lively, engaging four

Spanish Frigates ; the Mercedes a-stern ; the

Spanish Admiral blowing up Ditto.

Ill Boarding an Enemy > S. Drummond.
118 View in lat. 44 30" on the desolate Coast of

Patagonia A. IV. Denis.

138 A Storm : Shipping embayed on a rocky Shore. N. Pocock.

140 Prospero and Miranda H. Thomson, R.A.
MIR." If by your art, my dearest father, you have put the wild

waters iu this roar, allay them.'' TEMPEST, Act 1, Sc. 1,

163 Landing of the British Troops in the Bay of

Aboukir, in the face of an expecting and

prepared Enemy, on the 8th of March, 1801.

P. J . de Loutherbourgh, R.A.

184 Earl of St. Vincent Sir W. Beechey, R.A.

196 View of Dublin and Harbour, from Mount Mi-

nion, the Seat of Lord Viscount Fitzwilliam W. Atthford.

224 Scene at the Back of the Isle of Wight J.J. Chalon,

233 Truth directing History to record the Actions of

the Heroes presented by Britannia J. Nixon, A.

ANTI-ROOM.

281 His Majesty's Frigate the Endymion, commanded

by Sir T. Williams, attacking a Dutch Admi-

ral's Ship of 74 guns, a Brig, and two Schoon-

ers, Gun-vessels, as they lay at anchor off

Flushing ; the three latter cut their cables,

and made their escape over the Shoals, as did

also the 74, (by lightening her in the Night,)

the evening of the Victory off Camperdown,

llth October, 1799 N. Pocock.

COUNCIL ROOM.

315 Ships at anchor S. Atkins.

326 An easterly View of Corfu, (ancient Corcyra,)

the principal of the Seven Islands, taken iu the

Year 1803 W. Walker.

329 View in the Isle of Thanet W. Pickett.
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MINIATURES.

361 A Frame, containing Mr. P. Barker, R.N., and

other Portraits B. Pijtn.

408 Portrait of Captain Skene, R.N. A. Robertson.

429 Lord Viscount Nelson, after J. Hoppner, R.A.,
Enamel //. Bone, A.

430 Earl St. Vincent, after Sir W. Beechey, R.A.,
Enamel Ditto.

442 A Fisherman's Wife watching the Return of her

Husband's Boat during a Sto.:n R. IVestall-, R.A.

444 River Liffey, Dublin
; showing the Four Courts,

and Ruins of the Coal-quay Bridge T. S. Roberts.

473 A Wreck J. E. Robinson.

498 A Frigate and the Convoy bearing away in a

Gale of Wind J. T. Schctky.

499 View of the Bay of Pines, New South Wales,

long. 150 30", lat. 22 20", discovered by

Captain M. Flinders, in His Majesty's Ship

Investigator, Feb. 1802 W. Westall.

524 View near Blackwall A Gentleman^ H.

ANTIQUE ACADEMY.

558 His Majesty's Ship Centurion, 50 guns, Captain

Lind, beating off the Marengo Flag-ship, Ad-
miral Linois, and two French Frigates of 36

guns each, in Vizagapatam Road, on the 19th

September, 1804 F. Sartorius.
562 View on the River Mersey, near Liverpool D. Cox.
647 Our Saviour walking on the Sea //. Richter.

" He cried, saying, Lord, save me ! And immediately Jesus
{stretched fortli his hand, and caught him

; and said unto him,
O tliou of little faith, wherefore didst them doubt?"

MATTHEW, chap. xiv.

MODEL ROOM.
711 A Design of a Monument intended for Westmin-

ster Abbey, to the Memory of two Naval
Officers J. Nollekins, R.A.

749 Design for a Naval Mausoleum G. Moore.
788 Ocean receiving a lost Mariner: Design for a

Monument '. UouveU,
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NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805.

(April May.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

ALTHOUGH the public Mind has been on the rack for a considerable time re-

specting the destination of the combined Fleets, no authentic documents had

appeared on this Subject, when this Sheet went to Press. We only learnt, and
that from no common source, that these Fleets had certainly sailed for the West

Indies, and had been seen under a Press of Sail, standing in that direction. Our
attention will therefore be principally given at present to the important pro-

ceedings of the British Senate. When Party runs so high, and so much bitter

animosity prevails, we shall merely give with accuracy and impartiality a view

of those Naval Debates, which are almost without a parallel in the History of our

Country. We trust that the adage of au old Politician and Courtier will not

hold true in this instance :

Quicquid delerunt Reges plectuntur Achivi '.

It was the Fisgard, of 48 guns, Captain Lord M. Kerr, cruising without the Gut

of Gibraltar, that discovered the French Squadron having passed the Gut, and,

with his usual vigilance, sent advice of this important circumstance immediately to

Vice-Admiral Sir John Orde, Bart., cruising off Cape St. Mary's, who dispatched

the Felix Schooner to England.

Yarmouth, April 27. The Red Breast, a very fine Gun-brig, of 14 guns, for

His Majesty's Service, was launched this morning from the Dock Yard of Mr.

John Preston, of this place ;
and on Thursday next will be launched from the

same Yard, another Gun-brig, intended to be called the Exertion. Within the

space of twelve months, Mr. Preston will then have launched one Sloop of AVar,

called the Helena ;
the Musquito Brig, and two Gun-brigs. The Musquito is

now pn this Station, and allowed to be the swiftest sailing Vessel of her description

in the North Sea ;
and he has now building two more, one of which is in a very

forward state.

On Monday, April 22, James Douglas, a Petty Officer belonging to the Cruiser

Sloop of War, was flogged round the Fleet, for beating and ill-treating a Prisoner

on board of a Prize, in which Ship he was placed as Prize-Master.

One of the numerous Vessels which have lately carried German and Flemish

Refugees to America, the Sarah, from Antwerp to New York, with 250 Passen-

gers, was met at Sea by a Schooner from Portland for Barbadoes, nearly sinking,

having five and a half feet water in her hold, with the loss of rudder and mizen-

mast, and destitute of Provisions, having been 1TO days at Sea. The Schooner

took on board all the People except thirty, who, in consequence of a gale, were

necessa.ily left to perish, having neither food nor water. The Stores of the

Schooner were however soon exhausted, notwithstanding they allowed only a gill

of water and a raw potatoe to each Person daily ; and forty Persons were starved

to death before the Vessel reached Barbadoes.

The following extraordinary circumstance, we learn by a Letter from Husum,

lately occurred at Tonningen : The Master of an English Vessel lying there, was

ordered by the Captain of the Guard-ship to slack his cable, which he did, till h

could slack no more ;
he was then ordered to cut, which he refused to do, saying,
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he would, or could not, if the King himself was there. In consequence of this

reply, the Danish Captain sent a Party of Men on board of the English Vessel,

who brought the Master on board the Danish Ship, and he was there flogged se-

verely, by order of their Captain. The Dane, in vindication of his conduct, says,

the Master of the English Vessel damned the King of Denmark. This charge has,

however, been refuted by a number of witnesses who were present when the al-

tercation took place. A petition, praying for redress, signed by about fifty Eng-
lish Masters of Vessels, has been sent to our Ambassador at Copenhagen.

Deal, April 25. Eight French Schuyts, each having on board from twenty to

twenty-five Soldiers, besides Seamen, and carrying two 18-pounders, were last

night and this morning towed into the Downs by His Majesty's Ship Railleurj

Captain Collard. The Locust and Starling Gun-brigs appear to have sustained

the brunt of the Action, being within pistol-shot of a range of French Batteries.

The Starling arrived yesterday much damaged ;
and last night, at eleven o'clock,

the Locust, commanded by that meritorious Officer, 'Lieutenant John Lake, also

arrived in the Downs, in order to repair the damages sustained in this gallant

Action. A considerable number of the Enemy's Flotilla were manoeuvring close

in under the Rocks of Cape Griznes. The Locust, in company with the Squadron

under Captain Honeyman, was ordered to the Attack, and immediately ran one pf

the Flotilla alongside ; and notwithstanding a most tremendous fire was opened
from the Batteries, and a spirited defence made by the Commander of the French

Vessel, tlie Locust succeeded in cutting off her opponent, and bringing her out ;

the Prize was then ordered by the Admiral to receive the Prisoners from th

other captured Vessels, which are arrived safely in the Downs. The Locust, in

running so close in Shore, received three shot from the Batteries in her hull : one

at the water-line, going through the starboard side, cut the cables between the

decks, and forcing her planks quite open in the bends on the opposite side, oc-

casioned her making so much water, that she was obliged to bear away for the

Downs. Notwithstanding the severity of this Engagement, within pistol-shot.

Lieutenant Lake had not a Man killed or wounded. It was mentioned yester-

day, that the Starling had three Men killed
;
but from all the information I can

get to-day, am in hopes it is not the fact.

On Wednesday morning, May 15, at nine o'clock, the Signal was made on board
the Nemesis Frigate, at Spithead, for the Ships lying at that Port to send a Boat,
manned and armed, to attend the execution of N. Lincoln, a Seaman of that

Ship, who had been sentenced to die for desertion. The summons was obeved,
and a Man from each Boat was ordered on the deck, where the unfortunate Cri-

minal was in prayer, in the presence of the Ship's Company, attended by a Ca-
tholic Priest. The scaffolding had been erected

;
the Marines were under arms

;

the rope was rove; and every preparation made for the awful moment. He
requested leave to address the Men, and said he was prepared to die. A few
minutes before the time of execution, Captain Somerville read to him the Sentence,
which included a declaration offree pardon : he seized the paper, fell prostrate
on the deck, and kissed it, expressing the feelings of a penitent, pardoned Crimi-
nal, whose hope of mercy, as he said, had forsaken him. Captain Somerville then

seriously admonished him
; and he retired from the deck, with the Priest, with

whom he continued afterwards nearly an hour in prayer. The next day he wag
sent on board the Triumph ; the Men of the Nemesis (greatly to theif credit)

having previously made a liberal subscription for him, from a twelve-uiontL's pay,
which they had just received.
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letters;,

Copied verbatim from the LONDON G.IZETTE,

[Continued from page 223.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, APRIL 6, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from Captain William Selby, Commander of His Majesty's Ship
Cerberus, to William Marsden, E$q. ; dated at Sea, April 2, 1805.

SIR,

j|"
BEG to acquaint you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the

-"
Admiralty, that I this morning, at daylight, discovered a Sail to the Southward,

which alter a chase of six hours I captured. She proves to be le Bouheur Pri-
vate Brig of War, mounting 14 guns, commanded by Francis Folliott, one hun-
dred and thirty tons burthen, and forty-six Men ; sailed from Cherbourg thirteeu

days since, and had made only one Capture.
I have the honour to be, &c.

W. SELBY.

CPy f a Letter from Admiral Lord Keith, K.B., Commander in Chief of His

Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the North Sea, to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated

Monarch, off Ramsgate, April 4, 1805.

SIR,

I herewith enclose, for their Lordships' information, copies of a letter which I
have received from Captain Owen, of His Majesty's Ship Immortalite, and of the

one from him to Captain Oliver, to which the former refers, reporting the Capture
of the Spanish Privateer Brig el Intrepede Corune, alias la Maria, Petricio Fasto,
Commander. I have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

Mis Majesty's Ship Immortalite, March 17, 180.5,

MY LORD, lot. 36* 46' N., long. 7 41' W.

I enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter I have written to Captain
Oliver, who tacked after a large Ship, which was detained by the Privateer, and
is a Dane from Dartmouth. I shall stand to the westward for the night, in hope
of rejoining the Melpomene, who, hy the shift of Wind, is now to windward, and
in the morning continue my course to the rendezvous.

I have the honour to be, Sec.

Admiral Lord Keith, K.B., $c. $c. $c. E. W. C. R. OWEN.

His Majesty's Ship Immortalite, at Sea, March 7, 1805,

SIR, lat. 369. 46' N., long. 7* 41' W.

After parting with you this morning I continued in chase till three P.M., when
we came up with and took the Spanish Privateer Brig el lutrepede Corune, alias

la Maria, out twenty-two days from Corunna wifhout making any Capture, car-

rying fourteen guns and sixty-six Men. I am, &c.
E. W. C. R. OWEN.

On further inquiry, I find she had detained a Portuguese Schooner and the

Danish Ship Isaac this morning. The Commander's name is Petricio Fasto.

R. D. Oliver, Esq., Captain of his Majesty's (A Copy) KEITH.

Ship Melpomene.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir John Tlwmas Duckworth, K.B., to William

Marsden, Esq.'; dated on board the Shark, Port Royal, Jamaica, the 9th Fs*

brnary, 1805.

SIR,

The accompanying recital of the destruction of a French Felucca Privateer, by
His Majesty's Sloop Peterell, I send for the information of the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty. And I am, &c.
J. T. DUCKWORTH. .

. |>ron. (BoI.XIII. F t r
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His Majesty's Ship PetcrcU, off Cape Antonio,

sin, ,
24tfe January, 1805.

1 have the honour to acquaint you, that on the 23d instant, in passing Cape
Ccrirntes, we discovered a French Felucca in Sand Bay, who weighed immediately
on seeing us : on finding we were coming up- with her, they ran her on Shore,

upon which I anchored the Ship, and sent the Boats to burn her, which I had the

satisfaction of seeing completely effected before we got under weigh. She
mounted one four-pounder, a swivel, and had a number of small arms, and twenty-
seven Men, who made their escape on Shore, except one Man. She had lately

captured an American Brig, that was carried into the Havana, and sold.

I have the honour to be, &c.

To Sir J. T. Duckworth, K.B., Commander 3. LAMBORN.
in Chief, $c. <c.

<3j-c.

Copy ofa fatter from Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.ft., Commander in Chief flf Ifis

Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Jjceward Islimds, to William Jllartdeii, isg. ;

dated in Carlisle Bay, Biu-budoes, February 16, 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to transmit to you the copy of a letter from Captain
Hettesworth, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop Curieux, detailing an account of

the Capture of the Madame Ernouf Privateer, after a very sharp Action, in which
the Captain of the Privateer displayed an extraordinary degree of obstinacy, and

by it lost the lives of many Men. The coolness and bravery of Captain Bettes-

worth, his Officers and Men, early manifested its superiority. Indeed I want
words to express the gallantry and spirit of this Officer, who so lately received

three wounds in capturing the Sloop he now commands, has again a severe wound

by a musket-ball in the head ; and, I trust, will merit the notice of tin: Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, as an emulative and promising Officer, that has

gained every step by his zeal and courage. I am, &x.
SAM. HOOD.

SIR, Cnrieur, at Sen, February 8, 1805.

I have to inform you, that this morning, at break of day, Barbadoc.s bearing
west about twenty leagues, I perceived a large Brig on our ler bow, who imme-

diately bore up and made ull sail away ;
and after a chase oftwelve hours, during

which time she tried every point of sailing to escape us, we arrived within point-
blank shot of her, when she took in her studding sails, and brought to on the

starboard tack, hoisted French Colours, and commenced a very brisk and heavy
fire of great guns and small arms

;
on our arriving within pistol-shot, and ranging

upon her weather quarter, we discharged our guns, and the Action continued with

great obstinacy on both sides for about forty minutes, when the Enemy getting on
i our weather quarter, 1 conceived, from their having in great measure left tlu-ir

guns, and giving three cheers, that they intended to board us
;

she was then

steering for our leeward quarter, when we put our helm to starboard, and caught
his jib-boom between our after fore-shroud and fore-must. In this situation she
remained until her decks were completely cleared, when, at the moment we wert1

going to take possession, the Vessel parted, and her fore-top-mast went overboard >

she continued a $hort time firing musketry, and then hauled down her Colours,
and proved to be la Dame Ernouf, of sixteen long French sixes, and 1'JO Men,
out twenty days from Guadaloupe, and had taken one Merchant Ship (since
retaken by His Majesty's Sloop iVimrod) ; sails very fast, coppered, and remark-

t ably well found : but although she carries the same number of guns, and of the

.
same calibre as the Curieux, she is not near so large.

I can attribute her fighting so long and obstinately to nothing, but the Captain
being part owner; her having run, since the commencement of the War, with so

much success
;
and htr being so well manned.

H;s Majesty's Brig had five kiHed, and three wounded, besides myself: of the

former, I have to regret the loss of a valuable Oiricer, Mr. Haddocks, the Pur-
ser, who (tin account of Mr. Bass, First Lieutenant, having been lett behind, on
l~;ie, from the hurry of our sailing,) volunteered his services, aud was killed
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gallantly fighting at the head of the small arm Men. I cannot help stating, as a
tribute to the memory of so worthy :t young Man, that to the Service he is the
loss of a very good Officer, and to every body that knew him, a valuable friend
and companion.

Lieutenant Boss having been left behind, deprived me of the services of ah
able and gallant Officer, bur Lieutenant Donaldson so well supplied his place, not

only by exertion at the guns, but pulling the orders that were given in execution,

although the only Officer I had on board, hut Mr. Caddy, Master's .Mat?, and
Mr. Templeton, Boatswain, that I did not, by their great assistance, feel the want
of an individual.

The enemy had thirty killed, and forty-one wounded ; aud in justice to his

gallantry, I must say, he never struck whilst there was a Man on his decks.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Commodort Sir Sxmnel Hood, K.U., G. E. B. BETTESWORTII.
c\C. $C. $C.

Copy of another Letterfrom Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, to William Marsden, Esq.,
dated as above,

tin,

Enclosed I have the honour to send, for the information of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, a List of Vessels captured and detained by the

Squadron under my Command since the last return. I am, 6cc.

SAM. HOOD.

I.Ut i)/"
I'cfsels captured, recaptured, and detained by the Squadron under the Com-
mand of Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., since the last Return.

English Brig Albion, laden with Coals, &cc. t recaptured by the Curieux,
June, 1804.

English Ship Elizabeth, laden with Slaves: recaptured by the Centaur,

July, 1801.

French Schooner Privateer Elizabeth, of six guns : captured by ditto, same date.

French Schooner Betsey, in ballast : captured by ditto, same date.

French Schooner Belloua, laden with Provisions : captured by the Netley-,

August, 1804.

English Ship Young Nicholas, laden with Mahogany, &c. : recaptured by the

Hippomencs, August, 1804.

French Schooner Three Brothers, laden with Nails, Whips, &c. : captured by
the C3'ane, vame date.

French Sloop Try Again, laden with Provisions : captured by Eclair, same date.

Leghorn Ship Augusta, laden with Merchandize: captured by the Emerald,

same date.

English Brig Swift, in ballast : recaptured by ditto, same date.

Enelish Brig Princess Royal, laden with Government Stores : recaptured by the

Curieux, September, 1804.

English Ship Salamander, (a Guineaman :) recaptured by the Heureux, same

date.

A French Sloop, laden with Sugar : captured by the Kingfisher, Septem-
ber, 1804.

French Privateer Ship Napoleon, of 18 guns, and 150 Men: captured by the

Barbadoes, October, 1804.

French Sloop Privateer Heureux, of 10 guns and 80 Men : captured by ditto,

November, 1804.

Danish Brig II off, laden with Slaves : recaptured from a French Privateer by
the Alligator, same date.

French Brig Privateer Buonaparte, of 18 guns and 150 Men: captured by the

Cyane, same date.

A French Sloop, in ballast : captured by the Imogen, December, 1804.

English Ship Lord Nelson, laden with Slaves : recaptured by the Amsterdam,

same date.

English Ship Admiral Peekenham, laden with Provisions : recaptured by tUe

Ceutaur, same dale.
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French Schooner Privateer Deux Amis, pf 6 guns and 40 Men: captured by
tke Kingfisher, January, 1805.

English Sloop Experiment, laden with Wood : recaptured by the Mosambique,
same date.

English Ship Queen Charlotte, laden with Coals, &c. : recaptured by the

Carysfort, same date.

An American Ship, from St. Domingo, laden with Coffee : captured by the

Curieux from a French Privateer, same dale.

An English Brig, laden with Sundries : recaptured by ditto, same date.

American Ship Ardent, laden with Coffee and Logwood : captured by the Nim-
rod from a French Privateer, same date.

An English Guineaman, laden with Slaves, &c. : recaptured by the Barbadoes,
same date.

English Brig Peggy, laden with Dry Goods : recaptured by the Beaulieu,
same date.

French Brig Privateer Dume Ernouf, of 16 guns and 130 Men : captured by
the Curieux, same date.

English Sloop Hero, in Ballast: recaptured by the Grenada, same date.

Spanish Brig Francis Paula, in Ballast : captured by the Centaur, Decem-
ber, 1804.

Spanish Brig St. Sebastian, laden with Wine, &c. ; captured by the Heureux,
ame date.

Spanish Ship St. Sebastian, laden with Merchandize and Military Stores : cap-
tured by ditto, same date.

A Spanish Ship, laden with Silks, Merchandize, &c. : captured by the Centaur,
same date.

Spanish Brig Isabella, laden with Wine and Brandy : captured by the Amelia,
name date.

Spanish Ship Conception, laden with Wine and Brandy : captured by ditto,

same date.

Spanish Ship Commerce of Havana, laden with Cotton, &c. : captured by ditto,

same date.

Spanish Brig Jesu Maria, in Ballast : captured by the Centaur, same date.

Spanish Ship Jesu Maria, laden with Wine, &c. : captured by ditto, same date.

Spanish Brig Esa, laden with Tallow, &c. : captured by the Carysforr,

January, 1805.

Spanish Brig Esta, laden with Tallow, &c. : captured by the Barbadoes,
Same date.

Spanish Ship Lady Montanio, laden with Dry Goods : captured by the King
fisher, same date.

A Spanish Sloop, laden with 2200 Dollars, &c. : captured by the Guachapin^
same date.

A Spanish Schooner, laden with Dr\r Goods : captured by ditto, same date.

A Spanish Schooner, laden with Fish : captured by ditto, same date.

. A Spanish Schooner, laden with Flour : captured by ditto, same date.

SAM. HOOD.

Copy of another Letterfrom Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., to W. Marsden, LVj. ;

dated as above.

SIR,

I beg leave to enclose you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty! copy of a letter from Captain Cribb, Commander of His Majesty':,

Sloop Kingfisher, giving an account of the Capture of the Deux Amis French Pri-

vateer, in company with His Majesty's armed Schooner Grenada.

I have the honour to be, &c.

SAM. HOOD.

Grenada, E.N.E. 11 leagues, His Vniesty's Sloop

BIR, Kingfisher, Dec..^9, 1804.

A chase of si* hour* S.W. to this situation, enabled the Sloop I commaivd to

capture Ics Deux Aims French Schooner Privateer, pierced for eight guns, outy
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two on board as captured, the remainder thrown overboard
;
her Crew thirty-nine

Men, commanded by Francis Dutrique, ten days from Guadaloupe, her first and
unsuccessful Cruise. 1 should be doing great injustice to His Majesty's Schooner
Grenada, were I not to give her the credit, on chasing the Enemy to my view, and
when her Commander saw that I had every chance of success, he judiciously
chased, and recaptured the Sloop Hero. I am, &c.

Commodore Sir S. Hood, <|-c. dj-c.
<c. R. W. CIUBB.

A PHIL 16, 180.5.

Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Gardner, Admiral rf the Blue,
A-C., t,i William Manden, Lsq. ; dated on board the Hibf.ntia, tiff L'tlmnt, April
10, 1805.

SIR,

I herewith transmit to you, for their Lordsliips' information, copy of a letter,
dated the 25lh ultimo, from Captain Prowse, of the Sinus (addressed to the
Honourable Admiral Cornwallis,) which I received this morning, enclosing a
letter of the same date, which he had received from Lieutenant James Rose, of
the Growler Gun-brig, (copy of which is also enclosed,) giving an account of his

having captured two of the Enemy's Gun-brigs between the Bee du Raz and the
Penmarks. I have the honour to be ike.

GARDNER.
His Majesty's Ship Sirius, off the Penmarks,

SIR, March 25, 1805.

Enclosed is a letter from Lieutenant Rose, commanding His Majesty's Gun-

trig Growler, of his having captured two French Gun-boats, of the third class,

close in with the Penmarks
; one, No. 443, being so had a Vessel, I did not think

her trust-worthy to cross the Channel, and ordered the long brass nine-pounder,
two small carronades, ike. to be taken out, and to destroy her. I aui, &cc.

Honourable William Corpvallis. W. PROWSE.

Hii Majesty's Gun-brig Growler, off the Penmarks,
SIR, March 25, 1805.

I beg leave to inform you, that this morning, between eleven and twelve, as I

wa standing in Shore, between the Passage du Raz and the Penmarks, I observed

fifteen Sail of the Enemy's Gun-boats standing in Shore
;
1 made sail in chase of

the headmost, but not finding it practicable to cut her off, I bore up and made
tail for the Leewardmost, and succeeded in capturing two of them ; they proved
to be No. 443, with fifteen Men, and No. 450, with twelve,J\Ien on board

; the

remaining thirteen having anchored under the Penmarks preventing me from

capturing any more. I have the honour to be, &c.

William Proiwe, Esq., Captain of JAMES ROSE.
His Majesty's Ship Sirius.

Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral Russell to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated on

board His Majesty's Ship the Monmouth, in Yarmouth Roads, the 14th Instant.

/gin,

Enclosed herewith yon will receive the copy of a letter from Captain Carteret,

of the Scorpion, informing me of his having, in company with the Providence

armed Ship, captured the Schooner FHonneur, Captain Antoine Doudet.

I have the honour to be, ace.

T. M. RUSSELL.

His Majesty's Sloop Scorpion, Yarmouth Roads,

SIB, ^pril 13, 1805.

By Captain Rye's letter, of His Majesty's hired armed Brig the Providence.

rlii-ir Lordships *are already apprised, I believe, of the Optr.re of a Dutch

gchooner, under National Colours, on the llth instant, offScnelling; she had

quitted DeliVyel on the preceding day ; was chr-:.-d on the ensuing morning for a

considerable time by the Providence, us well as by His Majesty's armed bioop the

Thomas, and was
filially

taken possc^i-u ~i !>y
tL- sioop.
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The Vessel proved to he the Honncur, of 12 guns, having 1000 stand of arm*
on hoard, a complete set of cloathing for that number of Men, and a considerable

quantity of warlike Stores
; she has besides two field-piects, twelve-pounders, and

two mortars, besides tents, &c. for Troops : Jean Saint Faust, so noted for his

successful degradations on the British Commerce in these Seas, is a Passenger on
board of her. I have the honour to be, &.c.

Ta T. M. Russell, Esq., $c. $c. #c. PHILIP CAkTERET.

Copy of another Letter from Rear- Admiral Russell to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated

on botird the Momnouth, Yarmouth Roads, the 14th Instant.

SIR,

I enclose a letter from Captain Burlton, of the Adamant, transmitting one from

Captain Barley, of the Inflexible, respecting the Capture of 1'Alert French Pri-

vateer, on the 12th instant, and the Recapture of the Brig Mary of Lynn. The
latter arrived here this morning. I am, &c.

T. M. RUSSELL.

SIR.,. Adamant, at Sea, April 13, 1805.

In consequence of information I received of an Enemy's Lugger Privateer

being to the S.VV. of the Inflexible and Adamant, I directed a course to be steered

in hopes of meeting with her, and have the honour to inform you we succeeded
in capturing the said Lugger, named PAlert, (as you will perceive by Captain

Bayley's letter ;) we also recaptured the Brig Mary of Lynn, and it is probable
we may be able to stop the Schooner. I have the honour to be, &c.

Rear-Admiral Russell, $c. $c. <c. GEORGE BURLTON.

SIR, His Majesty's Ship Inflexible, at Sea, April 12, 1805.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the Boats of His Majesty's Ship I com*
mund this day captured, after a chase of between three and four hours, PAlert
.French Lugger Privateer, of four small carriage guns, and small arms, Egide
Colbert, Commander, having thirty-two Men, ten of whom he had put on board
an English Schooner and Brig, named in the margin*, captured close oft' the

Spurn on the 8th instant.

The Capture of this Vessel is very fortunate, as she sails remarkably well, and
has done much damage to our Trade. I am, &c.

George Burlton, Esq., Captain of His T. BAYLEY.
Majesty's Ship Adamant.

N.B. I have the pleasure to inform you, that we this morning recaptured the

Bng named in the i^argin.

April 13, 1805. T. BAYLEY,
APRIL 23, 1805.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admirul Sir Andrew Mitchell, K.B., Commander in Chief
ef'jf/is Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Halifax, to William Marsden, Esq.; dated

Bermuda, 24t/ of March, 1805.

SIR,

I have the honour to enclose;, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, three letters relative to the Capture of His Majesty's Ship

Cleopatra, on the 17th of February last, by the French Frigate la Yiiie de Milan,
after a very severe Action.

Their Lordships will with pleasure observe how fortunate the Leander has

fceen in falling in -vyith both Ships, taking la Ville de Milan, and retaking the

C'I'-opatra.

No language of mine can do sufficient justice to the perseverance in the chase,

and gallant conduct of Sir Robert Lawrie, Bart., his Officers, and young Ship's

Company, in the Action with the Enemy, which will ever reflect the highest honour
on them, when their Lordships consider the superiority of the Ships and Men.

*
J*iiiiublc Schooner of Aberdeen, Brig Mary of Lynn.
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I cannot omit, at the same time, to give full credit to the zeal shown by the
Leauder's Ship's Company, and with what alacrity and anxious wish (Captain
Talbot reports to me) they showed to engage both the Fri;;ates, then in the Haze,
and under French Colours, when the Leander bore up to place herself between
them to bring them to Action. From the high opinion I have of the Officers, and
the uniform good and steady conduct and discipline of the Men, I trust they wouldhave given a good account of them.
The Cleopatra sailed for Halifax the 18th instant, under the charge of Captain

Sir Robert Lawrie, for the purpose of being valued and refitted as soon as

possible.
La \rille de Milan I shall take to Halifax with the Squadron. She is a very fine

Frigate, of the largest class, only one year old the day of the Action, and com-
pletely fitted for His Majesty's Service' in every respect, except the damage she
received in her masts, yards, &c. in the Action, having also a great quantity of
spare Stores on board. I therefore trust their Lordships will give the necessary-
orders for her being purchased into His Majesty's Service. I shall take upon ma
to direct Commissioner Inglefield to cause the proper Officers of His Majesty's
Dock-yard to value her hull, stores, &c., agreeable to their Lordships' instructions
on that head. I have the honour to be, &c.

A. MITCHELL.
His Majctti/'s Ship Leander, cffSt. David's Head, Bermuda,

SIR, Wednesday, Clit March, 1805, at ten A.M.

T have the honour to inform you, that I proceeded to Sea, and cruised in
His Majesty's Ship under my Command, according to your orders, dated the 13th
of last month.

On Saturday the 23d of February, at twelve o'clock at noon, a Sail was se?n
from the mast-head, bearing south oif us

;
the weather at this time was hazv, with

squalls of Wind and Rain from the northward. All sail was immediately made 10

chase; the weather becoming still more hazy, in a few moments we lost sight of
the chase

;
at half-past two o'clock it cleared away a littie to the southward, and

we again got sight of her. I found we had considerably ncared the chase, and
that it was a large Ship under jury masts, standing to the south-east. At three
o'clock we saw another Ship a short distance from the chase, steering the same
course, also under jury masts, in appearance a much larger Vessel. As we closed
them very fast, we soon clearly saw they were both Frigates; on their making us
out to be a Man of War, they closed to upport each other, fired a gun to leeward,
and hoisted French Ensigns from their main-stays ;

at four o'clock we were within

gun-shot of them, they separated, the Frigate nearest to us put before the Wind,
the other steered with it, on her larboard quarter. By half-past four o'clock we
got within musket-shot of the smallest Frigate, gave her one of the main-deck

guns ; when, after a few minutes' hesitation, she hauled down her Colours, aad
hove to.

On my hailing this Frigate, I am sorry to tell you, Sir, that I was informed by
them she was His Majesty's Ship Cleopatra, of 32 guns, lately commanded by
Sir Robert Lawrie, Ikirt. She was taken on Sunday the 17th of February, after

having brought to and sustained a most severe and gallant Action for the space
of three hours and a quarter, by a French Frigate nearly double her force, in size,

complement of Men, and weight of metal.

Observing that the part of the Crew left on board her belonging to His Majesty's

Ship Cleopatra, had come on deck, and taken possession of her on the Ship

striking to us, I hailed, ordered them to make sail, and steer after ILs Majest\'s
'

Ship Leander. Again made sail in chase, and in about an hour's time got along-
side the French Frigate ; she hauled down her Colours, and struck to u without u

gun being fired on either side.

On hailing the French Frigate, you, Sir, may easily judge how happy I aiust

have felt, on hearing I was answered by my friend -Sir Robert Lawrie, who told

ttie he was well, and that the Ship was la Ville de Milan, nineteen days from the

Island of Martinique, bound to France.

La Ville de Milan is a remarkably fine and handsome Frigate, about one year
old, 1200 tons burthen, mounting fourteen long nine-pounders on her quarter
deck, six long nine-pounders on the forecastle, lilteen ports of a side on the main-

deck : when she sailed from France, had twenty-eight eighteen-poundeu
mounted on it now twenty-six ;

two were landed from her at Martinique.
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'When the Action commenced between la Yille de Lilian and His Majesty's Ship

Cleopatra, slic \vas commanded by Mons. Reynaud, Capitaine, de Vaisseau, had on
board 360 Men as he,r complement, besides a number of Officers and Soldiers of

the Frer.di Army, going Passengers to Europe.
The Officers of la Ville de Milan agree in saying, that having dispatches on,

board for France, with orders not to speak any thing during their passage,

every thing was done in their 'power to avoid being brought to Action by the

Cleopatra.
Mons. Reynaud was killed by the last shot fired from the Cleopatra; he was

esteemed an experienced and active Officer, and had served in the late King of

France's Service as an Auxiliary Officer. He sailed in .laVille.de Milan from

1'Orient, the 1st of last August, as Commodore of six of their largest Frigates, with

Troops embarked on board them, to be landed on the Island of Martinique : after

having performed this service, he was ordered, as the French Officers express it,

to make a Sweep through the Islands.

Mons. Guillet, Capitaine dc Fregate, and Second Captain of la Ville de Milan,
commanded when she struck to us

;
and Mons. Carron, her Second Lieutenant, had

the Command of the Cleopatra.
It is not possible for Officers to speak in stronger terms than the French

Officers do in praise of Sir Robert Lawrie's perseverance, in so long a chase,

except it is in the praise they bestow on him, his Officers, Seamen, and Marines,
for their gallant conduct during so long and severe an Action.

It is a very painful part of my duty to be obliged to inform you, Sir, that your
eldest Son, who was doing duty a an acting Lieutenant, is included among the

number badly wounded on board the Cleopatra : as soon as the weather admitted

of his being removed, I had him brought on board this Ship, and I have great

pleasure in telling you he is much recovered ;
and from the experience, great

care and attention oi' Mr. Clifford, Surgeon of the Leander, I have every reason

to believe that you will, in a short space of time, have the satisfaction of finding
him once more gallantly exerting himself for the honour, and in the defence of

hii King and Country. "Sir Robert Lawrie speaks in the highest terms of his con-

duct, and, indeed, of that of all the Officers, Seamen, and Marines, of His Majes-

ty's Ship Cleopatra.
Sir Robert has, at my request, been so kind as to take charge of the Cleopatra

till she arrives in Port. I have given Mr. Nairne, First Lieutenant of his Majes-
ty's Ship Leander, charge of la Ville de Milan : the length of time he has had the

honour to serve under your Flag would make it superfluous in me to attempt to

point out to you, Sir, his meritorious services and abilities as an Officer ; the

only comment I can make on his conduct on this occasion is, that nothing can

exceed the exertions he has made in putting la Ville de Milan in a sea-worthy
state.

The alacrity of the Officers, Seamen, and Marines, of His Majesty's Ship under

my Command during the chase, and their steadiness on going down to attack the

two Frigates, who had closed, in appearance with a determination to make a for-

midable resistance, convinced me, Sir, that had they waited to make the resis-

tance they seemed disposed to do, the Leander would not have sullied her good
name. I have the honour to be, &c.

To Vice-Admiral Sir A. Mitchell, K.B., JOHN TALBOT, Post Captain.

cj-C. cf
C. 4'C.

His Majesty's Ship Leander, Mitrrtifs Anchorage,

sin, Bermuda, March 7, 1805.

I have the honour to send you enclosed a letter I this day received from Sir

Robert Lawrie, Bart. From the statement made therein, you will find, Sir, that

the credit of the British Flag has seldom been more honourably and gallantly sup-

ported than on the present occasion; and the French Officers, whom I have Pri-

soners on board tliis Ship, cannot themselves avoid to acknowledge, that had not

the Cleopatra unfortunately forged a-head of la Ville de Milan the latter part of

the Action, la Ville de Milan must have surrendered to the Cleopatra.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vite-Adminl Sir A. Mitchell, K.B., J. TALBOT.

tfe. tfc. &c,

1
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His Majesty's Ship Cleopatra, at Sea,

SIR, Fehruani V5, 1805.

I have to request that you will be pleased to acquaint the Commander in Chief,
that on Saturday the 16th instant, in lat. <_'8

9
N., lung. 67" W., at ten A.M., saw

a Ship in the S.K. standing to the E.N.E., the Wind at \.W.
;
made sail towards

her; at eleven perceived the chase to be a large Frigate, with fifteen ports of a
side on the main deck

;
cleared Ship for Action, and hoisted American Colours to

induce him to hring to for us
;

but instead of which he made more sail ; the

weather squally ;
made and shortened sail occasionally ; carried away several

studding-sail-yards, and the fore-top-mast studding-sail-boom, shifted over the

starboard one, and set the reefed lower studding sail
;
a good deal of swell ;

the

chase apparentlv steering so as to keep the stiulding-sails drawing full : and that

at day-light on the 17th, was about four miles a-head
;
fresh bree/es and swell as

before. At half-past ten he took in his studding-sails, and hauled more up ;
whea

we got within about three quarters of a mile, took ia ours also. At half-past
eleven he hauled his main-sail up, and kept more to the Wind ; upon our steering
so close with him upon his quarter he again set it and stay-saiis, trying to gain the

Wind of us (upon which point of sailing he had the advantage) ;
we made all

sail, the, chase liaring some time before hoisted French Colours, and we ours.

On his seeming to draw a-head from us, at the distance of about half gun-shot*
fired our bow chasers, which he returned occasionally from his stern.

His guns appearing so well directed, and of heavy metal, and to prevent being
raked by them, I was obliged to steer so as to keep on his quarter, though pro-

longing the chase. Latitude, at noon, 29S 24' N., long. 64" 20' W. At half-

past two P.M. having got within about a cable's length from the Enemy, he luffed

close to the Wind, and gave us two broadsides, which, when at less than half a

cable's distance, we returned, and a warm Action commenced, both Ships trimming
sails, steering sometime'* close to the Wind, and at others about three points free,

during which we had considerably the advantage. About five, having shot away
his main-! op-sail-yard, we forged a-head, although the mizen-top-sail was squared,
and both jtb, stay, and haulyards gone, finding neither fore nor main clue-gar-
nets left to haul the courses up, our running rigging cut to pieces, so as to render

it impossible to either shorten or back a sail, and both main and spring stays we;e
shot away, the main-mast only supported by the storm-stay-sail-stay, I wa
induced to cross his bow, and, by hauling up, to have raked him, in preference to

exposing our stern to the fire of twenty-five pieces of cannon from his broadside ;

but iu the act of which an unfortunate shot struck the wheel, the broken spoki s

were jammed against the deck, so as to render it immovable , as welt as the rud-

der, which, at the sme time, was choaked in the end by splinters^ pistols, Sec.

placed near it. Our opponent, availing himself of our ungovernable situation,

with the Wind npon his quarter, gave us the stern, running his head and bow-

sprit over our quarter deck, just aha ft the main rigging; and, under the cover of

a very heavy (ire from iiin-jkcts and musketoons, attempted to board us, but was

drove back ;
we exchanged a low musketry with them; but their great advantage

in height and superiority of numbers, as well as by their musketoons from their

tops, cleared our decks, and in at our ports. The only two guns we could bring
to bear, being fired from within board, did them lit lie injury, the shot passing

through their lower deck. "Most of our sails laying a-shivcr, or partly a-baek, and

bore down by to heavy a Ship, (having been intended for a 74,; going almont

before the Wind, and 'much Sea running, appearing to cut us asunder at every

?snd, I saw no prospect of saving this Ship, or thrives oi' t!ie numerous wounded

that then were below. On the suggestion of the First Lieutenant we attempted >o

hoist the tbre-top-mast-stav-snil ; and I directed the sprit-sail top-sail to be set also ;

but, in the execution ol which orders, every Man was knocked down hy their

musketry and other small shot, as they made their appearance. At a quarter pat
five they succeeded in boarding, and I was compelled lo surrender to the French

Frigate la Yille de Milan, of 46 tnns, French eighteeu-pXKinders on the main-

deck, and eishts on the quarter-deck and forecastle ;
o.W Men, besides sevcr.il'

Officers and Passengers : commanded by Mons. Rcynaud, Capitame d-j Vaisseau,

and Mons. Gillet, Capitaine de Fregate ;
the former was killed, aad the latter

f3ab. Cfcrort. ffiol.XJIl c G c
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badly wounded in the Action, and immediately afterwards the Cleopatra became
a perfect Wreck, not a spar standing but the wizen-mast, the bowsprit and other

masts gone by the board, and I fully expected she would have foundered before

both Ships could get clear of each other.

I trust it will be found that every exertion was made to bring a Ship of so

superior force into Action, and in maintaining of it. La Ville de Milan is nearly
double our size and force, being a new Ship of about 1200 tons burthen, and

having almost twice our number of Men on board, as we only mustered at quar-
ters one hundred and ninety-nine, being ten short of complement, and that from

the strength of the Ship's Company in able Seamen, and there were several in the

ick list.

From Lieutenant Balfcur I received every assistance, as from a good and
zealous Officer ;

as also from Lieutenants Kinsman and Crooke, and Lieutenant

Bowen of the Bermuda, who kept up a well-directed fire from the main-deck, and
Mr. Mitchell, Midshipman and acting Lieutenant, from the quarter-deck, at which
Lieutenant Appleton of the Marines assisted, having no Men to spare for smalt

arms, but was wounded early.
The steady and cool conduct of Mr. Belt (the Master) confirmed what I had

always expected from him : to go further in particularizing individuals would be

too tedious ;
but I think it my duty to mention Mr. M'Carthy's (the Boatswain)

conduct, who is badly wounded, was- highly spirited and active ; and more gal-

lantry and bravery could not have been displayed than by both Officers and
Men of so young a Ship's Company, many being under twenty years of age, and

only three Marines, who had joined that corps more than two weeks before they
were embarked.

I have no hesitation in saying, that had not the above unlucky accident occur-

red, she must have struck to us, as the next morning her foremast and bowsprit
were the only masts standing, much cut in the hull, and I counted eleven shot in

the wreck of her main-mast; that our twelve-pounders could not do that justice
too from its size, nor the thickness of her sides, that was so well intended.

I beg most earnestly to solicit Sir Andrew Mitchell's patronage in favor of

Messrs. Howes and Ridgeway, (Master's-Mates,) as two very meritorious and

promising young Men, having considerably more than served their time, and

passed for Lieutenants : their conduct on this occasion, as well as for several

years before with me, has been much to my satisfaction, and in my humble opi-
nion, to entitle them to promotion, a well as for Mr. Balfour the First Lieute-

nant; as you, Sir, must be the best judge of the Situation we have reduced the

French Ship to, so as to render her chance of escape from our numerous Cruisers-

almost an absolute impossibility. I have the honour to be, 6cc.

To Captain John Talbot, His Majesty'! ROB. LAWRIE.
Skip Leander.

A return of Killed and Wounded on board His Majesty's Ship Cleopatra, in Action

with the French Frigate la Villc de Milan.

Killed.

George Trepass, Boatswain's Mate
;

William Lewis and Matthew Shawe,
Quarter-Masters ; James Hammond, Caulker; William Danney (1st), William

Danney (2d), James Pierce, Joseph Hyams, Richard King, Henry Fenlayson,

Henry Betson, Uriah Hudsbal, Jeremiah Murphy, John Cargell, William Fa'rley,
and Sabday, Seamen ; John Pearce, a Boy ; Frederick Miller, Serjeant of
Marines ; James Ridley and John Smith, Privates of Marines.

Since dead of wounds,

William Hull, Corporal of Marines; Edward Witley, Private of Marines.

Dangerously wounded.

Mr. Mitchell, (Midshipman,) Acting Lieutenant ; Mr. Belt, Master
; Mr.

M'Carthy, Boatswain
;

1 Quarter-Master; 1 Captain's Coxswain; 8 Seamen;
1 Corporal of Marines

;
4 Privates of Marines.

Slightly wounded.

Mr. Balfour and Mr. Crooke, Lieutenants
;
Mr. Bowen, Lieutenant of His
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Majesty's Ship Bermuda; Mr. Appleton, Lieutenant of Marines; Mr. Standly,
Midshipman ;

1 Boatswain's Mate
;

!'' Seamen.

Total. 20 killed, 2 since dead of wounds, 18 dangerously wounded, and 18
slightly wounded.

ROB. LAWRIE.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Lan^fonl, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop Lark,
to William Marsden, Esq. ; dated Port Praya, Island of St. Jago, February 8,
1805.

SIR,
I have the honor to inform you, that in consequence of information of a SpanUh

Merchant Schooner being at anchor off the Bay of Senegal, I proceeded imme-
diately in quest of her, and had the good fortune to meet with her at that An-
chorage. She proves the Spanish Schooner the Carmerara, pierced for sixteen

guns, having only two on board, laden with wine, formerly in possession of the
French, employed as a Privateer by Victor Hughes at Cayenne, has done con-
siderable mischief to the Britisli Trade on this Coast, was now intended to have
been presented by the Governor of Senegal to Victor Hughes as a further An-
noyance to our Trade on this Part of the Coast. I have the honour to be, &c.

FREDERICK LANGFORD.

Copy ofa Letterfrom the Right Honourable Lord Keith, K.B., Admiral of the Blue,
cf-c., to William Marsden, Esq., dated on board His Majesty's Ship Monarch, off

Ramsgate, 2&tk April, 1805.

SIR,

You will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that I understand that seven
Dutch Schuyts, part of a Convoy passing towards Boulogne from the eastward,
were yesterday cut off by some of the Boulogne Squadron; the particulars of
which, however, have not yet reached me : but I enclose a copy of a Letter from
Lieutenant Shirley, of the Gallant Gun-brig, to Vice-Admiral Holloway, re-

porting the particulars of the discovery and first attack upon this Convoy.
I have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

SIR, His Majesty's Gun-vessel Gallant, Downs, 24th April, 1805.

I have the honour testate to you, for the information of the Commander in

Chief, while sailing Guard off Ambleteuse this day, at six A. M., Rear-Admiral

Douglas made the Watchful and Gallant's Signals to chase N.E.
;
on which bear-

ing I discovered a number of the Enemy's Schuyts under Dutch Colours, endea-

vouring to round Cape Grisnez, from the eastward. I made all possible Sail, in

company with the Watchful Gun-brig, standing well in to cut them off. About

eight o'clock I closed in with the Enemy, and commenced a well-directed fire with

round and grape, which threw them into great confusion ; but, unfortunately, having
received four shot between wind and water from heavy Batteries, I was obliged
to haul to the Wind on the starboard tack in order to stop the leaks, which were

gaining very fast. Under these circumstances I was prevented from capturing
the chief part of this Flotilla. One of them I perceived struck to the Watchful ;

and I have the satisfaction of adding, that the inner Shore Squadron was in pursuit
of the remainder. I aai happy to say the Gallant has not a Man hurt, although
she was engaged within musket-shot of the Batteries for. nearly an hour. The
Officers and Crew under my Command conducted themselves with great bravery.
Mr. Joseph Derby, my Sub- Lieutenant, I beg leave strongly to recommend to my
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for his meritorious conduct in attending so

well to my orders.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vice-Admiral Holloway, THO, SHIRLEY*
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Copy of another Letter from Admiral Lord Keith, to William Marsdcn, E$q., dated

Monarch, off Ramsgtitc, 25th April, 1805.

SIR,
T transmit, for their Lordships' information, copies of a Letter from Captain

Honeyman, of His Majesty's Ship the Leda, to llear-Admiral Douglas, and of the

Jist to which it refers reporting the Capture of seven Vessels of the Enemy's
Flotilla, part of a Division yeiterday attacked on their Passage from llie eastward,

toward* Boulogne.
I have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

SIR, Leda, off Boulogne, April 24, 1805.

I have the honour of informing you, about six o'clock this morning, twenty-six
of the Enemy's Vessels were discovered coming round Cape Grisnez : I imme-

diately made the Signal for the detached Squadron to get under weigh, which

consisted of the Vessels named in the Margin
*

;
and have great pleasure in ac-

quainting you, that after engaging them about two hours, we succeeded in cutting
"

off seven Schuyts* a list of which I enclose. 1 am happy to acquaint you, there

was only one slightly wounded on board the Archer, and that both Officers and

Men who were employed on this Service, performed it to my satisfaction.

The Gallant having received some damage in her hull, bore up for the Downs,
which prevented my getting her Report. I am, &c.

Rear-Admiral Douglas, ROB. HONEYMAN.
4fC. <$C. <$-C.

A Report of the Capture of the Enemy's Flotilla off Cape Grisnez, April 24, 1805.

Schuyt No. 52, Loriol, Sub-Lieutenant of Infantry, Commander, of 3 twenty-
four pounders and small arms, 25 tons burthen, from Dunkirk bound to Ambfc-
teuse, and had 18 Soldiers, 15 Seamen, 1 Cannonier, and 1 Pilot on board.

Schuyt, No. 48. A. Joron, of 51st Infantry, Commander, of 2 six-pounders, 1

twenty-four pounder, and 1 brass howitzer, 26 tons burthen, from Dunkirk bound
to Ambleteuse, and had 21 Soldiers and 4 Seamen on board.

Schuyt No. 57. Loriol, Lieutenant of 51st Infantry, Commander, of 2 six-

pounders and 1 twenty-four pounder, 25 tons burthen, from Dunkirk bound to

Ambleteuse, and had 18 Soldiers, 5 Seamen, 1 Cannonier, and 1 Pilot on board.

Schuyt No. 45. Litner, Sub-Lieutenant of 51st Infantry, Commander, of 1

twenty-four pounder, 1 twelve-pounder, and 1 six-pounder, 28 tons burthen,
from Dunkirk bound to Ambleteuse, and had 20 Soldiers, 5 Seamen, and 1 Can-
nonier on board.

Schuyt No. 3. Mr. Calder, Senior, Commander, left her before taken pos-
session of, from Dunkirk bound to Ambleteuse, and had 4 Seamen and 1 Pilot on
board.

Schuyt No. 54. Bragur, Sub-Lieutenant of 51st Infantry, Commander, of 1

twenty-tbur-pounder, and 2 six-pounders, 28 tons burthen, from Dunkirk bound
to Ambleteuso, and had 20 Soldiers, 5 Seamen, and 1 Cannonier on board.

Schuyt No. 43. Billa, Sub-Lieutenant of 51st Infantry, Commander, of 1

twenty-four pounder and two six-pounders, from Dunkirk bound to Ambleteuse,
and had 20 Soldiers, 5 Seamen, and 1 Pilot on board.

B. DOUG! AS.

Copy f another Letter frem Admiral Lord Keith to William Marsden, Estft ; dated

Monarch, off Ramsgate, 26th April 1805.

SIR,
Be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that two more of the Enemy's armed

Schuyts have been sent into the Downs this morning, by the Archer Gun-brig ;

and that Rear-Admiral Douglas reports very favourably to me upon the conduct
of Lieutenant Price, her Commander.

I herewith enclose a copy of Lieutenant Price's Letter to the Rear-Admiral on
the occasion, and have the honour to be, &c.

KEITH.

*
Leda, Fury, Harpy, Railleur, Bruiser, Gallant, Archer, Locust, Tickler,

Watchful, Monkey, Firm.
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His Majesty's Gun-brig Archer, off Cape Grisnci,
SIR, 25th April, 1805.

In obedience to your Signal on the evening of the 24th, to look out, durin"
the night, off Cape Grisiu-x, I proceeded w.th His Majesty's Gun-brig Archer
under my Command. At daylight on the V.ith, I perceived two of the EIICHA'*
Cuii-boats had drifted oil' the Land, which I immediately gave chase to, and' at
six o'clock took possession of them. No. 44, twenty-six Men, 1 twenty-four
pounder, and 2 twelre-pounders; and No. 58, twenty-seven Men, 1 tweutv-1'our

pounder and 2 twelve-pounders, part of the Flotilla from Dunkirk.
I have the honour to be, &c.

W. PftlCE,
Pear-Admiral Douglas, cj-c.

<c. $c. Lieut, and Commander.

MAY 21.

Copy of a Letterfrom the Right Honourable Lord Keith, K.B., Admiral of the Blue,

<|-c.,
to William Marsdcn, Esq., dated

off' Ramsgate, the 19t/i Instant.

SIR,
I transmit for their Lordships' information, a Letter which I have received from

Captain Jackson, of His Majesty's Sloop the Musquito, acquainting me with the

Capture of two of the Enemy's small Privateers.

I have the honour to be, &c. KEITH.

His Majesty's Sloop Musquito, North Yarmouth
MY LORD, Roads, April 14, 1805.

I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty, that on the 12th Instant, Scarbro' West thirteen miles, three Sail

were discovered in the Offing, two of them firing guns apparently to bring-to the

third. I immediately made Sail in chase of them. The first I came up with was
* Sloop from Guernsey, with a cargo of contraband goods, who informed me,
that the other two were French Privateers : no time was lost in making all Sail

after them
; and though night was setting in, I am happy to say we succeeded in

capturing the first about twelve o'clock, and (he other shortly after day-light the

next morning. They proved to be the Orestes and Pylades, Dutch-built Koifg.

lifted out as a deception, with a French Commission, but generally under Prussian

Colours, commanded by Citizens Wepperman and Cavin, each armed with a

twenty-four pound Carronade, six Swivels, a considerable number of small Anns,
and manned with 33 Men

;
this is their first Cruise

; they have been at Sea three

weeks, but owing to the bad weather have made no Captures. By their Charts I

find their views were directed chiefly against the Trade on the Coast of Scotland,
and might have done a great deal of mischief, as no one would have suspected
them of being Privateers. I have the honour to be, &c.

S. JACKSOX.
Admiral Lord Keith, K.B., $c. <-c. c,

Copy nf a Letter from the Honourable Rear-Admiral Cochrane, Commander in Chief

of His Majesty's tihips and Vessels at the Leeward Islands, to William Marsden,

Esq., dated at Barbadoes, the 5th April, 1805.

SIR,
I herewith enclose you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a copy of a Letter I have received from Captain Colby, of His Ma-

jesty's Ship Ea<ile, of his having captured 1'Empereur French Privateer. She

is a remarkable last-sailing Vessel, and appears well calculated to cruise in these

Seas against the Enemy's Privateers, which are very numerous.

I am, &c. ALEX. COCHRANE.

SIR, His Majesty's Ship Eagle, Carlisle Bay, April 3, 1805,

I have the honour to inform you, that the Schooner I parted Company from

the Squadron by Signal last evening, I came up and captured at midnight ;
she

proved to be i'Empereur Privateer, belonging to Guadaloape; she is a very
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fine Vessel of her description, coppered and sails well, is one hundred and sixtf
tons, mounts fourteen .six-pounders, and had on board eighty-two Men ;

ha* bee'n

forly-six days at Sea, but made no Captures.

I have the honour to be, &c.

DAVID COLBY.
To the Honourable Alexander Cochranc,

Itear-Admirul of the Blue, $c. $<:.

MAY 23.

Copy of a Letter from Pear-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chief of his Majesty'*

Ships and Vessels at Jamaica, to William Marsden, Esq.; dated at Port Koyial,
March 15, 1805.

SIR,

I enclose yon, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a letter this day
received, (under cover of one from Captain Atkins, of the Seine,) acquainting me
of the Rein Deer having captured a Spanish Privateer. I am, &c.

J. R. DACRES.

Hit Majesty's Sloop Rein Deer, off" Montego Bay,
SIB, ?th March, 1805.

I have the pleasure to inform you, that after a chase of five hours and a half,

in company with His Majesty's Sloop Hunter, I have captured the Spanish
Schooner Privateer Santa Rosalia Galundrina, commanded by Francisco de Naras,

having on board 57 Men.
Previous to our falling in with her she appears to have mounted three guns,

which were thrown overboard during the chase, (one of eight and a half, and two
of four pounds calibre,) and has on board musketry for the whole of her Crew.

She sails remarkably fast
;

is victualled for fourteen days ;
left Caliodam, in

Cuba, yesterday, but belongs to St. Jago ;
has taken nothing during her Cruise.

The Privateer I have sent into Port Royal, under the protection of His

Majesty's Sloop Hunter, with the greatest part of her Crew, having only fifteen

remaining on board the Rein Deer. I have the honour to be, &c.

David Atkins, Esq., commanding His Majesty's J. FYFFE.
Ship Seine.

MAY 25.

Copy of a. Letter from Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., Commander in Chief of
His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the Leeward Islands, to William Marsden, Jwj. ;

dated on board the Centaur, at Sea, the 26th March, 1805.

The enclosed copy of a letter from Captain Impey, of His Majesty's Sloop
Epervier, which I send for the information of the Lords'Commissioners of the

Admiralty, gives an account of the Capture of a small French Privateer.

I have the honour to be, &c.
SAM. HOOD.

siKJ Epervier, Tortola, Jan. 31, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that on the 26th instant, Crab Island

bearing north two leagues, I saw a suspicious Sail to the southward, and after a
chase of live hours in His Majesty's Sloop under my Command, came up with, and

captured 1'Elizabeth French Schooner Privateer, belonging to Mariagalante,

mounting four carriage guns, with muskets, pistols, cutlasses, &c., and manned
with 34 Men, one of whom was killed by their obstinate attempt to escape. The
Schooner had previously taken a Sloop, belonging to Tortola, and sent her into

St. Thomas. I have the honour to be, &c.

6ir Samuel Hood, K.B., Commander in Chief, JOHN IMPEY.
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Imperial parliament.

HOUSE OF LORDS, MAY 6.

NAVAL DEBATES.

HTIHE Committee of Privileges appointed lo search for precedents relative to the

Message sent from the House of Commons, requesting the attendance ot
Lord Viscount Melville before the Committee of the House, respecting the Tenth
Report of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, sat for some time, but no strangers
were admitted.

MAY 16. Sir J. Stewart* and several other Members of the House of Com-
mons, brought up a Message, desiring their Lordships would permit the Earl of
St. Vincent to attend the Select Committee of that House, respecting Sir Home
Pophara. They were informed, the House would send un answer by Messengers
of its own.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, APRIL 29.

MR. Williams, from the Office of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, pre-
sented the Correspondence of the Treasurer of the Navy with the Commissioners,
of the 10th and 17th July, 1801. Ordered to be printed.

Sir A. Hammond moved for the Papers he had given notice of on Thursday, rela-

tive to the Eleventh Report of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. Upon this

a conversation of some detail took place between Sir A. Hammond, Mr. Tierney,
and Mr. Grey, in which the latter expressed a wish for the expuging ef Sir A.
H.'s Motion.

Mr. Pitt said, The Motion, Sir, is for a copy of a letter from the Comptroller
of the Navy to the Commissioners of the Admiralty, together with its enclosures.

Now, when we know that the Papers moved for refer to the conduct of the Comp-
troller of the Navy in his official capacity, and when in a printed Report of a
Commission of this House the strongest language is employed respecting such

conduct, will any Man deny that the Hon. Baronet ought to have an opportunity
given him to vindicate himself to the utmost he is able ?

Sir A. Hammond again rose. It was impossible, when the Comptroller of the

Navy was particularly reflected on by the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, lor

him to pass over a great part of the Eleventh Report : Either the noble Lord or

myself will stand, after the investigation of the evidence therein given, and after

the perusal of the documents moved for, in a situation in which no Man of ho-

nour could wish to be. Sir Andrew proceeded : The Papers I wish to be laid be-

fore the House consist of my own letters to the Commissioners, their answers,

and those various documents, which I deem necessary to ray defence. -Upon a.

question asked by Mr. Creevy,

Mr. Pitt said, that Sir C. Middleron (now Lord Barham) had been appointed
First Lord of the Admiralty. Upon Sir A. Hammond's Motion being earned, tiie

papers were presented.

Mr. Greij made some objections to some deficiency of arrangement in them.

lu a conversation of some warmth, which followed,

Mr. Tierney explained upon the expenses of the Stone Expedition, which was

conducted by other Persons not Officers in his Majesty's Navy. No Man could

deny that Lord St. Vincent must have known that sucti an Expedition was going;

forward; but then it was evident, from the letter of Earl St. Vincent to Sir A.

Hamond, that he could not possibly have any knowledge of the application of

public money for that purpose, as it was there expressly stated thu whole exp<-:ii;'

was to be paid by the Treasury. Ho could not possibly have more completely
washed his hands of the business than he there did. He knew nothing of the de-

positing of 14,0001. in Messrs. Hammersleys' Bank. As a Seaman, he had givca
his opinion of the practicability of choaking up one of the Enemy's Harbours ; but,

as an honourable Man, he had taken care that the public money voted for the

services of the Navj should not be applied to a purpose that was not in the least
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conner.te.-l with that service. He now thanked the Hon. Bart, for having brought
before Parliament, and In-fore the Public, a Paper which had so completely re-

moved all doubt upon that subject.

Admiral Markham said, that he would not state what were the opinions of Earl

St. Vincent or of Sir T. Trowbridge ;
but he would mention what he had said him-

self on the subject of the Stone Expedition ;
and that was, that he never did ap-

prove of it, and that it was such a Secret Expedition, that nothing else wu
talked of from one end of the River to the other. After a few other observations

from different honourable Members, the question was put, that these Papers be

printed, which was carried unanimously. After Mr. Pitt's Motion, for leave t

bring in a Bill to continue the powers granted to the Naval Commissioners, had
broii agreed, to, together with a second Motion for leave to bring in a Bill for ap-

pointing Commissioners to inquire into the military expenditure of the country,
to correct any abuses that may prevail therein, and to report upon such remedies

as
iiitiy appear to be expedient,

Mr. Fox said, that however anxious he might be to see Bills introduced for the

cure and prevention of abuses, he could not bring his mind to approve of any
Bill of the kind brought in at the present moment, under the auspices of tlie

lit. Hois. Gentleman. Considering every thing which had been lately brought to

light against the dear Friend and Colleague of the lit. Hon. Gentleman, the House
was called on the present proceeding with a considerable degree of doubt and

suspicion.

Lord Cttstlerecigh asked if there was, in the political annals of the country, a

Ions* political life more marked for its purity than that of Mr. Pitt? or if there

was at that moment a person in that House so much entitled to public confidence?

(A laugh.) Leave was then given to bring in the Bill, and Mr. Pitt and the At-

torney and Solicitor General was allowed to prepare and bring in the same.

Mr. S. Stanhope moved, " That the Attorney General be instructed to pursue
the most effectual means of ascertaining and recovering, in the due course of law,

any sum of public money applicable to Naval Services used by Lord Melville or

Mr. Trotter, subsequently to the 1st ofJanuary 1786."

Mr. Banks moved, as an Amendment, " That a criminal prosecution should be

instituted against Lord Melville and Mr. Trotter." This gave rise to a long Debate,
in which Dr. Lawrence, Messrs. VVindham, Fox, Sheridan, and T. Grenville, took

part.

Mr. Sorier.nt Best contended, that a prosecution by civil suit could answer no

good purpose, but a criminal proceeding might secure the punishment of the Of-

lemlers, who he denied were yet punished.

The House then divided,

For the original Motion for a Civil Suit 223
For Mr. Banks's Amendment - - - Ji>8

Majority 95.

A division also took place on a Motion of Mr. Grey, that the House should

adjourn,
Noes 240

Ayes 98

Majority 142

Some further conversation took place on the Report of the Scrutineers. On
the List of the Select Committee being brought up,

Air. Grey objected to several names, beginning with Lord Castlereagh, and
the Debate thereon adjourned till to-morrow. The List is as follows: Lord Castle-

reagh, Mr. Whitbread, Master of the Rolls, Mr. W. Windham, Sir W. Scott,

Mr. T. Grenville, Mr. Ilyder, Lord G. Cavendish, Lord Durilo, Lord W. Rus-

sell, Mr. Leycester, Mr. St. John, Mr. Foster, Mr. H. Lascelles, Sir H. Mild-

may, Mr. S. Thornton, Mr. J. Fane, Lord Boyle, Mr. Cartwright, Mr. H. Browne,
and Mr. Gunning. Adjourned.

MAY 3. The Chancellor of the Exchequer presented a Bill for continuing the
2
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Aet of the 34th of His Majesty, appointing a Commission to inquire into the
Naval Abuses, and the better conducting the business of Prize Agents.

6. The Speaker informed the House he had received a letter from the Commis-
sioners of Naval Inquiry; it was dated from the Office of Naval Inquiry, Great

George Street, 4th May, and was to this effect :
"

Sir, We have had the ho-
nour of receiving your letter of the 3d instant, transmitting to us the Resolutions
ofthe House of Commons of the 2d. It is most gratifying to us to learn that our
conduct has been considered deserving a vote of approbation by that Honourable
House a testimony which is one of the highest honours that can be conferred on
Persons employed for the Public. We receive it with gratitude, respect, and
thankfulness, and beg you will communicate to the House our sentiments. We
also return you our thanks for the obliging manner in which you have conveyed
the Resolution of the House."

LORD MELVILLE.

Mr. llliitbread being called upon by the Speaker, spoke to the following
effect: Whatever motives may be attributed to my conduct during the course
of the business which I have undertaken, there are none, I trust, who will not

suppose that I have been impressed with feelings of anxiety ; but those feelings
were not to be compared with what I now experience. There are two points

open before us : the one leads to immoruil honour
;
and the other, if we are

guided by mistake, will lead to the dishonour of the House, and the detriment
of the public interest. If it had been proposed that the Resolutions of the 8th of

April should have been immediately followed up by an Address to His Majesty to

dismiss Lord Melville from the places he holds, and from his Councils and Pre-

sence for ever, I apprehend there would not have been a dissentient voice.

The Chancellor of tht Exchequer called Mr. Whitbread to order, and said, that

the communication he had to make to the House would anticipate what the Hou,
Gentleman might have to propose.

Mr. Whitbread : Whatever communication the Rt. Hon. Gentleman may
have to make, will come with more propriety after the Motion which I shall submit

to the House. I do persist,
that if Mr. Dundas had been a Member of the House

of Commons, and there had been a motion made for his expulsion, there would

not have been a dissentient voice. If I possess accuracy sufficient to distinguish

between the Resolutions that have passed, and the Measure I now propose, if the

latter be not carried, I contend he is not punished at all. If he is sensible of re-

morse, and possesses a broken heart and a contrite spirit, he is punished, in one

sense, superior to any punishment that can be inflicted by this House, inasmuch

as it is inflicted by a'higher Hand ;
but it behoves us to inflict some punishment,

to serve as an /example to others. We must take care that no Man in his situation

treads in his steps. There were three parliamentary methods of pursuing Delin-

quents of this description: 1st, Impeachment; Sdly, A Bill of Pains and Pe-

nalties; Sdly, A Removal from all situations of honour and profit, in consequence
of an Address from that House. What I propose is lighter than these. After the

order of the dav for taking into consideration His Majesty's answer is disposed of,

I shall move " That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, praying

that Lord Viscount Melville may be removed from all Offices of trust and emolu-

ment which he holds during the pleasure of the Crown, and from His Majesty '<

Presence and Councils for ever."

The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived that the Hon. Gentleman would have

confined himself, as is usual in such cases, simply to moving the order of the day
in the first instance. He should have then stated a communication from His Ma-

jesty, which, perhaps, in his own judgment, as well as that of the House, would

have made his Motion unnecessary. The communication is this: Tliat His Mujtsty

has been advised that th name, of Lord Meltille should be struck cut of the list of the

Prioi Council, and that accordingly it would be erased on thejirst day that a Council

thai! be held. As soon a the prevailing sense of the House was for removing Lord

Melville from the Privy Council, he felt it his duty to advise His Majesty accord-

ingly. He could not dissemble, that he felt a deep and bitter pang at being the

. C&ion. 3*ol. XIII. H H u
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Person to whose lot it fell to execute such a painful duty, as that of doing any
thing to add to the punishment ofthe Noble Lord. It was a feeling of which he
was not ashamed a feeling he could not separate from his bosom. He could only
separate it from his conduct, when he thought he was acting on principles of
public dutya conformity to the sense of the House, and with a view to avoid a
discussion, which, if unnecessary, could not be less congenial to the feelings of

every Man in the House, than it would be. painful to his own. He had reluctantly
given his advice, and he was authorised to state, that His Majesty had determined
to act upon it. [During the latter part of these obsenations, the Rt. Hon. Gentle-
man appeared extremely affected.]

Mr. For congratulated the House and the Country upon what had fallen from
the Rt. Hon. Gentleman. The cause of justice, he said, had completely tri-

umphed; still he could have wished that the erasure of my Lord Melville's name
from the list of Privy Counsellors had been done in a different manner ; and in-
stead of the lit. Hon. Gentleman collecting the necessity of such a measure from
the sense of the House by canvassing individual Members, he wished he had col-
lected it from the Resolutions of the 10th of April. Some conversation ensued be-
tween Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt, &c. Mr. Whitbread then withdrew his Morion.

Mr. Grey, in the absence of Lord II. Petty, gave notice, that his Noble Friend
would bring forward his Motion to-morrow week, respecting the grants made to
Lord Melville. On the Motion for the second reading of the Stipendiary Cu-
rates' Bill.

Mr. Western wished that it should be postponed for some, time, in order that it

might be further considered. This produced a short conversation, after which
Mr. W. withdrew his Amendment, The Bill was read a first time, and ordered to
be committed to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow. The House theii

adjourned.
NAVY BOARD.

7. Sir A. S. Hammtnd presented a Petition from the Commissioners of the

Navy, expressing a most anxious wish to vindicate their honour, and pravin^
that two letters of theirs to the Admiralty, dated the 4th of May, 1805, written
with that view, be taken into consideration. The Hon. Member then moved, that

these letters be laid before the House.

Mr. Kinnuird was apprehensive that the production of papers so recently writ-

ten by the Navy Board, might be connected with the question of which he had

<;ivi n notice for to-morrow, respecting the repairs of the llomney and la Sensi-

ble ; and' suggested, whether it would not be more proper to withhold the papers
for the present.

Sir A. S. Hammond said, that Sir H. Popham had written to the Admiralty in

his own exculpation; his letter was on the table
; and, as these letters were very

short, he should suppose that Members might very easily read them to-morrow.
The Navy Board had certainly as lair a right to the indulgence of that House as

any individual.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was of opinion, that the question had now be-

come a great and constitutional one, involving not only the character of Sir II.

Popham, whom he had a right to suppose an honourable Officer, but also, invok-

ing the character and conduct of many other most respectable individuals. The
letters were at length presented, and ordered to lie on the table.

LORD ST. VINCENT.

Mr. Jcffery (of Poole) rose to bring forward his promised Motion, for the pro-
duction of several Papers relating to the Naval Department, during the Adminis-
tration of Earl St. Vincent : and though, he said, they were certainly voluminous,
there was not one among them idle, frivolous, or unimportant ; but such as would
not fail to make a strong impression on the mind of the House, and fully to account
for the depressed and degraded state to which the British Navy was at this moment
reduced; and wkich, had Lord St. Vincent continued at the head of our Navy
Affairs to this day, would Lave suuk to a state still lower, and less competent to
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the formidable Enemy with whom \ve have to contend. He then proceeded
to detail to the House a series of eighteen motions for Returns of the State ol the

Navy, from the year 1793 to the present time, with ;i view of comparing the state

of our Navy during the Administration of Earl St. Vincent, and those which pre-
ceded his Lordship's appointment, and immediately followed his resignation.

The Chancellor ofthe Exchequer said, that as to the first Motion of those proposed
by the Hon. Member, he had no great objection ;

but he was by no means prepared
to judge of the propriety of agreeing, at the moment, to so long a string of Mo-
tions, involving such a variety of subjects, many of which, upon mature delibera-

tion, it might be utterly improper to comply with. He hoped the Hon. Member
would not urge his Motions.

Admiral Markham assured the House, that nothing could possibly give to the
"Noble Lord, whose conduct was the avowed objtjct of the Motions just proposed,
higher pleasure than the production of every document, and the fullest investiga-
tion ol" every circumstance that in any degree concerned his character or conduct.
"With respect to the Motion, generally, he presumed the Hon. Gentleman was not
aware of the extent and tendency they would go, not merely to the conduct of Earl
St. Vincent, but ofthe whole British Navy, since 1793 to the present time. He
was ready to admit our Navy was not altogether in quite so good a state as could
be wished ; where the blame rested he did not wish to say, but certainly it was
not with the Noble Lord, upon the whole of whose conduct, so far was he from

deprecating inquiry, that he anxiously desired and courted it.

Mr. Grey said, the production ofthe papers required, might render it necessary
to move for others quite as voluminous, both must be printed : and what time could
then remain of the Session to read, to consider, and to discuss them ? If

the Hon. Member had any charge to make against the Noble Earl let him bring
it forward. It was an inquiry desirable to the House, and to the Country, and to

none more so than to the Noble Lord.

Mr. Jeff-cry replied, he did not bring forward those motions lightly. It was no

light charge for him to state, that the degraded state of our Navy was entirely

owing at this moment to the negligence of Uie Noble Lord. He wished, however,
to bring no charge until the papers were before the House, out ofwhich that charge
was to arise. With respect to the Laurels acquired by the British Navy under the

Noble Lord's Administration, they were attributable not to his direction, but to the

eminent state of perfection in which he found that Navy on his succession to its

direction. He asked, was the boasted superiority and perfection it maintained

gained under the auspices of the Noble Earl, who never contracted for more than
the building of two Ships of the Line ? He avowed the purity of his motives in

bringing forward the Motion, which, however, he had no objection to postpone to

a more distant day, if the House wished. After some further conversation, in

which Mr. G. Ponsonby, Mr. Tierney, Mr. Pitt, Admiral Markham, Sir R. Bux-

ton, and Mr. Jeft'ery, bore a part, Mr. Jeffery agreed to defer his Motion until

Thursday.
SIR HOME POPHAM.

Mr. Kinnaird, pursuant to his notice, rose to make his Motion on the sub-

ject of the Papers before the House, relative to the conduct of this Hon. Officer.

As he understood that there was no intention to oppose his Motion, he should not

make any prefatory observations, but move, " that a Commitee be appointed to

consider ofthe matter contained in the Papers before the House, relative to the

Repairs of the Roniney and la Sensible, whilst under the Orders of Sir Home Pop-
hain in the Red Sea,"

Sir HomePopham said, that if the House was perfectly satisfied that no stigma as

yet rested upon his conduct, he should have no objection to a Committee being ap-

pointed, otherwise he should oppose it. He would say a few words respecting the

charge which had been brought against him, and which he felt himself able to re-

fute. It had been said on a ionner night, that lie had been treated as all Officers

in his situation were ;
and the testimonies of Sir II. King, Sir 11. Bickcrton, and

Sir Andrew Mitchell, had been brought forward to support it. He had a Letter

which he had received from Sir II. King, to contradict it. (The Hon. Baronet read.
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it to the House). He had been refused an interview; the Navy Board had de-

parted from their usual practice, and had singled him out to be the Victim of their

vengeance. The Hon. Gentleman had a Document in his possession, which was
that scurrilous Pamphlet, wherein the charges against him were brought forward ;

but whether it was not with a view lo twist and torture his conduct, let the House

judge. His reasons for putting his Ships in the most respectable state, was in con-

sequence of an Order from the Marquis of Welle.sley, slating the propriety of at-

tacking either the Mauritius or Batavia. It was a desire to comply with this Order,
and his wish to have a sufficient Force immediately, that induced him to apply to

the Merchant Yards. He held it necessary to state, that from the very first time
he received notice of the Accusations tgainst him, he had pressed to be heard in

his defence, but was refused : never dicl<*n Officer pass through such an ordeal.

He contended that a Court Martial wa the properest way to proceed against him,

being a mode of trial to which every British Officer was entitled. In such a Serrice
as that he was engaged in, there might be many irregularities in his conduct, but
he persisted there was nothing criminal. He felt great pride in considering what
was likely to be the result of an investigation.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, that the Papers were so numerous,
complicated, and detailed, that they could not be advantageously discussed but in
a Committee, when it would be proper also to consider other collateral matters.
There were various points respecting the Admiralty and Navy Boards, and the
short examination of one single witness to which their attention might be directed.

There was likewise the circumstance of the publication of the Report from one
Board to another. The loss of the Vouchers was a matter fit for inquiry, as well
as the singular manner in which an English Subject, an Officer of the Navy, had
been impressed. He was apprehensive, as the Motion was worded, that it would
not embrace all these objects. It was at present confined to the repairs of the

Ronmey and Sensible. He should therefore propose an Amendment to this effect .-" That the Commissioners should examine the matters of the repairs of the Rom-
Hey and Sensible, and the proceedings of the Admiralty and Navy Boards, and
Commission of Naval Inquiry thereon

;
and also to inquire into the circumstances

of the unauthorized publication of February 20, 1804
;
the loss of the Vouchers ;

and the circumstances of impressing Mr. David Evan Bartholomew
; and report

to the House, with such observations as arise to them from the consideration of
the whole.

Admiral Marlcham said, that the Pamphlet alluded to was not manufactured by
Lord St. Vincent and the late Board of Admiralty. The Hon. Officer seemed to

forget a Pamphlet that he had circulated before. At the end of that Pamphlet
tliTe was a most extraordinary opinion, purporting to be a legal opinion. When
Lord St. Vincent came to the Admiralty, it required all his care and attention to

bring things to their original, at least to their proper state. He met with nu-
merous difficulties, but he persevered against a host of enemies of every de-

scription.

Mr. W. Dickinson thought this business should have been referred to a Com-
mittee before now

; but why had not the Admiralty brought the gallant Officer
before a Court Martial, or ordered a criminal prosecution ?

Admiral Markha,m explained. 'He never thought it a fit subject for a Court
Martial, because it was too complicated. The amended Motion being carried
without a division,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, " That the number of the Committee
be twenty-one; and that they be chosen by ballot;" both of which Motions,
after some Debate, were agreed to. Adjourned.

10. Mr. Jejfry, of Poole, moved the following Resolutions :

1st. "
That.there be laid before the House an Account, showing the number

of Line of Battle Ships and Frigates built between the 1st of January, 1783, and
Slst of December, 1792, distinguishing the number of Ships launched I'rom the
Merchants' Yards, and from the King's Yards.
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fd and 3d. " Accounts of Line of Battle Ships and Frigates at each Port,
from 1st of January 1793, to 1st of January 1794, including Ships for Harbour
Service.

4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th. " Accounts of the number of Ships launched at dif-
ferent periods, including Harbour Service, and distinguishing those launched from
the King's Yards aud Merchants' Yards.

8th. " An account of btiildiDg.Slips, and how occupied, at the different Yard*
15th May, 1804.

9th. " Account of Ships now in the King's Yards and Merchants' Yards, in-

cluding those taken from the Enemy.
10th and llth. " Accounts of correspondence between the Nary Board and

Admiralty. Withdrawn at the instance of Mr. Pitt.

12th. " An account of Ships contracted for in the Merchants' Yards, &c.

13th. "
Copies of Letters from the Navy Board to the Dock Yards, concern-

ing the quantity of timber in store.

14th, "
Relating to the quality of the timber in the Dock-yards.

15th. " An account of the principal articles of Naval Stores in the several

Dock Yards at different periods.

16th. " An account of Naval Stores ordered to be provided between May,
1804, and May, 1805."

Mr. Dent rose, pursuant to his notice on Wednesday, to move for some other

Papers, not included in the Hon. Gentleman's Motions.

1st. " An account of the Returns of all Lieutenants promoted to the rank of
Masters and Commanders ;

and of all Masters and Commanders promoted to tha

rank of Post Captains, from 1795 to 1804; and from 1st January to 18th March,
1804.

2d. " An account of all Ships in Commission commanded by Post Captains,
for the same period."

17. Mr. Alexander brought up the Report of the Committee on the Naval In-

quiry Bill. On the suggestion of Admiral Markhatn, the Bill was recommitted,
with a view to comprehend Greenwich Hospital in the range of the Inquiry. It

was stated by this Bill also, those who are concerned in applying to profitable

purposes the money of Persons in public situations connected with the Navy, or

Persons acting in trust for them, are required to answer questions, when there may
be reason to think such Money or any part of it may be Public Money. This

provision was made to apply to Persons in the situation ofMr. Mark Sprott. The

Report was brought up, and the Bill ordered to be read a third time ou Tuesday.

ELEVENTH REPORT.

21. Mr. Serjeant Best rose, pursuant to his notice, to call to the most serious

consideration of the House, the facts which were disclosed in the Eleventh Re-,

port of the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. It was the first duty of that House
to watch over the Constitution of the Country, and take care that no inroad

should be made upon it. It was, however, impossible for any Man, who should

look at those transactions, not to see that the most fundamental principles of the

Constitution had been violated, and every law broken, by those whose peculiar

duty it was to administer the affairs of the Country according to the laws
;

it was

clear that it was most unconstitutional to raise money, even for the public services

except by the consent of Parliament. If no money could be constitutionally

raised by Exchequer Bills, without the vote of that House, still less could it be

raised by Navy Bills, which were expressly intended for another purpose. (The
Learned Serjeant then read an Act passed 'the 7th of January, 1680, a few years

before the Revolution, stating, that whoever, by loan or otherwise, raised money
for the public service, without the consent of Paliaraent, should be responsible for

the same in Parliament.) Not only in the law which he had just read, but in all

th.eir la\ys, and the whole practice of Parliament, it was evident, that this was the
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tense of our Ancestors, and the spirit of the Constitution. He thought he hd <tl-<

ready said enough to prove that such a practice was altogether illegal ;
he should

therefore now come to the fact of the present case. From the latter end of the

year 1800, to the month of March 1802, no less than the sum of 4,300,0001. was
raised by loan on Navy Bills. As to the first sum of 500,0001. it was issued on
the 10th of November, 1800, and Parliament sat the very day after, and yet no
communication was made, if a powerful State necessity had existed, he should

not have charged the act as criminal; hut then it behoved those who rested their

defence on that ground, to prove the existence of the absolute necessity. There
was also a positive law, that the Secret Service Mmey of the Navy should only
be laid out under the directions of the First Lord of the Admiralty ; yet, in a re-

markable instance, no less than 100,OOOJ. had been issued out of the Secret Service

Money of the Navy, by the directions nf the Lords of the Treasury to the Comptroller

of the Navy ; and, as he understood, without the sanction of the First J^ord of the

Admiralty (A loud cry of Hear ! Hear! from the Ministerial Bencti.) The case

he alluded to was the Stone Expedition. This was the business which Government
said was so extrememy delicate, that the Commissioners of the Navy Board even
were not to be trusted with the secret. It was a secret, however, which was

known to every Waterman on the Thames, at the same time that it was not to be

trusted to the Aavy Board. After dwelling for some time on the pernicious con-

sequence that would result from suffering such practices to be continued, he con-

cluded by moving,
" That the Eleventh Report of the Commissioners of Naval

Inquiry be referred to a Select Committee of the House to examine and report
thereon."

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose, and observed, k
that he would not op-

pose the Motion generally, because he was anxious, after what had fallen from

the Hon. and Learned Gentleman, that the matter should be investigated. But
he would not consent, however, to the Motion in the exact shape in which it was

proposed. The reWas one part of the Report of so secret a nature, that it could

not be entrusted to any but a Secret Committee. At the same time he had no

objection that the Report, with the exception of that part which related to the

100,0001. for Secret Service, should be referred to a Select Committee, and that

the part excepted should be at the same time referred to a Secret Committee.
"With regard to the 100,000/. Secret Service money, he could give no public ex-

planation; but he pledged himself that the Secret Committee would be satisfied,

He stated, that the First Lord of the Admiralty was fully aware of the expendi-
ture of the 100.100/. and of the Stone Expedition, to winch the 100,OOOL had no

reference. He was glad that this Committee was proposed, and only begged
leave to add a few words to except the 100,OOOL Secret Service Money. The
Motion was then put as amended.

Mr. For assented to the Amendment moved by the Rt. Hon. Gentleman, and

justified his Hon. and Learned Friend, who brought forward the original M-
tioti, in having so much insisted upon the law, that no money should be raised

without the consent of Parliament.

Sir A. S. Hammond admitted, that ifhe had done any thing against the directions

f the First Lord of the Admiralty, he should have been guilty of a great mis-

demeanour
;
but he did not : the fact was, that he was not in the habit of seeing

the First Lord ot' the Admiralty. My Lord St. Vincent was in the country for

months together. When he had a letter from my Lord Hobart, signifying the

King's pleasure that he should undertake a certain service, he was desirous of

communicating that to my Lord St. Vincent, and said so to my Lord Hobart, who
s:iid he thought he had better not, for that he, my Lord Hobart, wo
which he did, and received Lord St. Vincent's approbation of that scr

(Sir A. Hammond) afterwards, wrote to Lord St. Vincent, and the Hoi

possession of the answer; there was no reflection on him for not pursu
tions. The question was then put on Mr. Pitt's Amendment, and can-

number of the Committee was fixed at 21, and it was agreed that it be choseu by
ballot. Adjourned.
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!Promotion0 arrtJ appomtment0.

(April May.)
CaPtain E- D - Kin is appointed to the Command, pro tempore, of the Endymiontice Hon. C. Paget.

J

THE HAGUE. 31. II. Van Royen is provisionally charged with the Navv
Department. J

At the Court at St. James's, the 1st of May 1805, Present, the Kind's Most
Excellent Majesty in Council. Tins day the Right Hon. Charles Lord Barha.a
was, by His Majesty's Command, sworn of His Majesty's Most Honourable
rnvy Council, and took his place at the Board accordingly.

His Majesty has been pleased to confer the honour of Knighthood on Captain
I orke, ot the Royal Navy.

Captain S. II. Linzee is appointed to the Warrior, rice Captain W Blih who
is apjwmted Governor of New South Wales. Captain Lee, to the Coaragenx -

Captain C. Boyles, to the Windsor Castle ; Captain Curry, pro tempore, to the
J nbune, vice Bennett, M.P. Lieutenant Talhot, to the Swan Cutter : Captain
Paget, who has been so often stated to be the Agent for Prisoners of War is re-
appomted to the Foudroyant. Captain Kelly to the Cajsar.

Mr. Thompson is appointed private Secretary to Lord Barham.
His Majesty has been pleased to confer the honour of Knighthood on CaptainJames Lmd, of the Royal Navy, for his late gallant Action afthe Centurion, with,

the Mareago, (Admiral Linois,) and two Frigates.

Captain Freemantle is appointed to die Neptune, vice Sir T. Williams ; andMr. Neagle is to be Surgeon of the same Ship. Captain Grant to the Diadeui
vice Sir Home Popham ; Captain Bland, to the Flora ; Captain Brown, to the
Ajax ; Mr. Harris is made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the Zebra.

Captain T. White (of Portsea,) is appointed to la Fleche, vice Digby, promoted
Captain Barton, of the Raisonable, to the Goliath ; Lieutenant Packwood, of the
Glory, to the Acting Command of the Wasp ; Sub-Lieutenant G. F. Som'erville,Son of Captain Somerville, of the Nemesis, to be a Lieutenant of that Ship Can-
tain Rodd, to the Caesar ; Mr. Banes, to be Surgeon of the Puissant

; CaptainHunt to the Raisonable; Captain J. O. Hardy, to the Zealous; and' Cantaia
Dundas, to the Elephant.

Captains Sawyer, Hunter, and Lumsdaine, are appointed to superintend the
payment of Ships at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Sheerness.

Mr. Thomas Simpson, Surgeon of the Goliath, is appointed to the Arethusa Fri-

gate, fitting in the River Thames.

BIRTHS.

April 25. The Lady of Captain Buckk, of the Sea Fencibles, in the Ports-
mouth District, of a Son.

29. The Lady of Captain Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, of the Xavy, of a Son.
At Portsea, the Lady of Captain G. Losack, of the Navy, of a Daughter.
May 15. At Lower Tooting, Surrey, the Lady of Captain Curry, of the \avv.

of a Daughter.

1 6. The Lady of Captain Towry, of the Navy, of a Daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Captain Ferris, of the East-India Service, to Miss P. Hayncs. Captain F. lias

Settled lo",000/. per annum on his Bride.

Lately, at Sidmouth, Devon, Lieutenant J. C. Stone, of the Royal Navy, to
Mis H. S. Salmon, both ot that place.

Lieutenant Morris, Commander of the Insolent Gun-brig, to Miss Mary Soadv,
third Daughter of Mr. W, Soady, of Plymouth Duck.

OBITUARY.

Lately, (was drowned) at Jamaica, Capt. Templer, of His Majesty's Ship Gavlan.

A few days singe, at Sea, Mr, Herou, Purser of His Majesty's Ship Hibenua.
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SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, See.

FROM DECEMBER 21, 1804, TO JANUARY 4, 1805.

HPHt Fifgarrt Frigate (on the Mediterranean Station) has
* detained thirteen Sail of Spanifh Veffcls : two of them
re rrived a: Penzance, v'n. Ship Dido, from River Plate,

ar.d Schooner la Linda, from Caraccas.
The Anna Maria, Leydon, from BriftU and St. Thomas's,

to Honduras, is captured by le Voitigeur Privateer, and
carried into Guadeloupe.
The Grace, Williamfon, from Limerick to Liverpool,

is loft at Lochindahl.
The Er.terprize, Hall, from Konigsburg to Hull, is taken

and carried into Rotterdam.
A VellU belonging to Barbadoes, from Newfoundland,

was taken oft Barbjdoes about the end of October or early
In November.

The Harmony, Wickham, from Sumatra, is on fliore on
Deal Beach, and it is feared will be loft.

The Hinde, Darby, from Surinam, is towect into Pen-
zance by a Sliwp of War, being much damipeil." Hamburgh, Dec. 4, 1804 A Privateer, faid to be
fitted out from Norway, was captured a few nays fince in

the mouth of our River by the blockading Frigate."
The Twee Gebroeders, Hendrichs, from London to

Tonn'mgen, is put into Harlingen with damage.
The Endeavour, Comben, was driven on Ihore on V.'ed-

nefday night near Weymouih, and is full of water.
The Active, Hai.fen, from London, has heen feen at the

mouth of the Eyder, but not being able to get up for the

ice, bre away towards Heligoland.
The Ranger, Orton, from London, is gotofftlie Swins-

liottoms, and gone to Copenhagen to refit.

The Fame, Anderfon, from London to Tonningen,
'

is

returned to Sheernefs, having loft an anchor aitd cable, and

being three days in the ice near the Eyder.
The Induftry, Hardie, from Grangemourh to London,

is loft near Hartlepoul. People faved.

The Skene, , from Shields to London, with

coals, is on fhore near Saltfleet, after being on the inner

Cowlings.
The Diligence, Carler ; the Lydia, Johnfon ;. and the

Triendfhip, Lotie, laden with (tones, are taken by le Vi-
mereux French Privateer. Journal du Commerce, ift

December.
The Brig Induftry, of too ton? nd 74 Men, from New-

foundland to Guernfe), is taken by le Bonheur Privateer,
of Calais, of 14 guns and 80 Men, and carried into Port.

Journal du Commerce, 30 Nov.
The Mary, Denfcam, from Demerara to London, was

Branded on the Oefter, Coaft of Holland, the 151(1 inftant.
Crew raved.

The Neptune, Neil, from Quebec for Clyde, on fliore

ntar Ayr, and bilged. Part of the Cargo faved.

Penzance, Dec. zi Several Veflels ha.-e loft anchors
and cables here ia the hard gales.
The Triton, Hudliw, for Tonningen, is returned to Hull,

hiving loft her foremaft, bowfprit, anchor:, and cables.
The Harmony, Wickham, from Sumatra, that was on

Oiore on Deal Beach, is wrecked. A fmall pan of the

Cargo faved.
The Jenny, , of Sundf.rland, coal ioadf d, has

funk off Staith, on the CoaA of YorkOiirc. Vi.e Boy
drowned.
The Carolina, Carrode, from Halifax to Newfoundland,

was loft 2ift October, near Cape Cunfo.
D Purification dc Noftro, from Barcelona, detained by

the Squadron under Comuand of Lord Ne.f..n, is put into

Ramfgate, with loft uf windias, anchors, anil cables.
The Speedwell, FinriUy, from Zant to L ;:iJon, is ar-

rived at Malta, she fprung a leak on the 2O!h October in
a violent gale of wind, and will be obliged to unload to re-

pair.
A Sloop, with Groceries, fuppofed to be the Endeavour,

Hnoper, from 1 Xfter to Falmouth, is wrecked to tin * t.

ward of Falmouth. Crew loft.

The Blonde Frigate was loft near Torbay joth Decem-
ber. People faved.
The Triton, Drcwit, is returned to Stettin, mucti da-

mned.

The William and Henry, Burn, is put into Lnrherom,
in the Baltic, wirh lofs of maft, anchor, and cables.
The Malvina, Bell, f North Shields, in ballaft, from

London, is on fliore near Shcernefs, anil it is feared wilt

be loft.

The Auguft wilhelm, Anderfon, for Embden, is re-

turned to Hull.

The Aurora Remende, a Spanifh Veflel with dollars, and
a valuable cargo, has been detained by the Neptune, of

Greenock, and carried into Ballyrain, in Ireland, by the

Brilliant Frigate.
The Antelope, Corran, from Virginia t Dunkirk,

upfet off Calais ; Crew faved. Cargo expected to be

favel.

The Admir.'J Nelfon, Irvin, from Copenhagen to Lon-

don, is loft upon the Coift of Norfolk.
The Francis, M'Kennan, failed from Grenada, for New-

foundland, about the end of March, and has not been heal*
of fmce.
The Brig Padftow, from Cardiff to London, is wrecked

at Scilly.
The Ship Aftive, Morgan, in/ballaft, from Plymouth, \.i

loft at sciily. Crew faved.
Tlw R.-chdale; Pavey, from London to Stlby, is o'r>

more near LoweftofVe, but expected to be got off.

The Minerva, Oxley, from Petersburg to Teneriffi, i

detair.tM in the Hnmber.
The Severn Frigate was driven on fhore 2ift inft. at

Jcrfey. People f.ved.
A Spanilh Ship, laden with coais, is detiineit at Fortf-

rioiitti.

The Starling G'in-brij run on fhore nar Calais, th

The Catharine, of Ringfrnd, with coals, was wrecked
near Kowth, in Ireland, loth inft. All the Crew drowned.
The Reliance, Gorrton, from BriKol, i> ioft in Gambia

R'.v.

Journal du Commerce, loth Dec." A" Englifli VeflVl

of" it. tons, laden with butter and provifians, Prize to the
SorciLTc- Privateer, is arrived at Coii'iuet."
A Swedith and a Danifh Vi:IVc!, bound to Spain, are de-

tained and fent into Grlmtby.
The Tamilian, Holm, from Longfounri to Hull, is on

more on Stoney Sink:. Cye>v and Cargo lived.
The Brig Union, Williams fr"rr. Han^or to london. hat

been driven out of Scilly, and fince wrecked going into

Cork.
The Nelfon, Larmour, from DermTa'a to Liverpool, i

on more near Kindle. Part of the Carto faved, a4id the

Ship is expected to be got off.

Three Englifli VefTels laden with Fifli, were fei*d at

Malaga 24111 Nov. The Suicsfs, Green; and Abeona,
'-

, were in the Rojds -.he uth.
The Polly and Mary, Llewellyn, from Glafgow t Liver-

pool, wai funk in Rofslovc Bay, near Wexfjrd, jift De-
cember. Crew faved.
A

Sloop from Wales to Cork is on fhore near Kinfjle.
The Pitt, Newcjmbf, bound to New Providence, his

becu run fnul of, and i returned tu Blackwail with con-
fiderabl' damage.

Ti. Mariana, a Spanifli Vcllel, with an Englifh cargo,
fi-uin Briftol, was feizcd at Malaga u'h *' ember. A'd
the l.irtie Amy, uf Poote, Lander, fiom Newfbumfljad,
wai embargoed there tlit t'mne clay.

Jhe Wafa Orden, Hierta, irom StocHhoun to I>\jbii, is

on fhore near Harwich, alter ha.'ing been uel'ened by the
Mailer and Crew.
The Thunderer M. W. is on ftiore in Bantry Bay.
The Nepcune, ie OrtOey

'

the Mercury, Vilpy j
anu 'he

Boltou, Huclin, LtWnsiiUi to Jertcy, were embargoed at

Valencia on lt;t ^otu November; but on the ;6th the- ' ut
their cables, i:.,i , .j- -ln-ir eicapr ; the rornKv
nbout 4S P'PC' of brandy on boara, and the t*o
balbit, barin( uni,,aJcU their Cargv:: priViuui to Uie rm-

[To be CMitiw(d.]







BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF

RICHARD RODNEY BLIGH, ESQ.

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE SQUADUOX.

Fon ALL THE TOILS THAT RACK HIS MANLY FRAME,
VIRTUE REQUIRES NO OTHER MKED THAN FAME.-''

CAREY.

by example, the generous bosom pants for glory, and

emulates the most illustrious models of heroism. In con-

templating the gallant Exploits of Rodney, we cannot wonder

that from the school of so distinguished an Officer some of the

fairest ornaments of the British Navy should have risen
;
Men

eminently conspicuous for their modesty, their bravery, and their

general worth. Admiral Richard Rodney Bligh, whose Naval

Career we are now about to trace, is fully entitled, by the

general tenor of his conduct, to rank with such Men. This

Gentleman, who is descended from an ancient and respectable

Family in Cornwall, was born in the year 1737- Having been

destined to the Naval Service of his Country, he received an

appropriate education; and, in 17.30, he commenced his pro-

fessional progress under the immediate auspices of his Godfather,

the late Lord Rodney ; who, in the preceding year, had been

made Governor and Commander in Chief of the Island of New-

foundland*.

Of the manner in which Mr. Bligh passed the immediately

succeeding years, we are not accurately informed; but we

believe that he continued under the protection of his Patron,

employed in various service; and in the year 1757 he received

a Lieutenant's Commission.

Soon after the taking of Martinique f, at which he was pre-

sent, he was, in 1762, appointed a Commander in the Virgin

Sloop of War, and was actively employed in cruising against the

Enemy's Privateers, of which he captured several that had

greatly annoyed our Commerce in those Seas.

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I, page 356. t Ibid. Vol. page 363, et srj.

, <l}itm. SJoI.XIII. i i,
i
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During tlie long Peace which succeeded, Captain Bligh way

occasionally on service
; and in the year 1777 lie was made a

Post Captain*; with which rank he served during the whole of

the American War, in the Channel, the Mediterranean, and the

West Indies.

At the commencement of the last War, Captain Bligh received

a Commission for the Excellent, of 74 guns ;
and in the early

part of 1794, was removed to the Alexander, of the same force.

In this Ship, as he was returning on the 6th of November, to

England, from Cape St. Vincent, whither he had escorted a

Convoy, in company with the Canada, he fell in with a French

Squadron, consisting of five Ships of the Line, three Frigates,

and a Brig, commanded by Rear-Admiral Xeuilly, having under

him a Chef d'Escadre. By superior sailing, the Canada effected

her escape, and the Alexander was left alone to combat this

disproportionate Force, which she most gallantly did for three

hours, during the last of which she was attacked at once by every

Ship of the Enemy. Yet, under these circumstances, she did

not strike until great slaughter had been made among her Crew,

her masts and sails being utterly disabled, having eight feet water

in her hold, and being dangerously on fire.

'

Captain Bligh's account of this desperate conflict, which was

so bravely supported on his part, exhibits such an interesting

specimen of British courage, accompanied by the most unas-

suming modesty, that we should deem ourselves guilty of

injustice to his professional character, were we to withhold it

from the readers of the NAVAL CHRONICLE. The following

is his official letter, as it appeared in the Gazette, addressed to

Mr. (now Sir Philip) Stephens :

SIB, On board the Marat, Brest, Nov. 25, 1794.

THE arrival of the Canada must long since have informed their

Lordships of my misfortune, in losing His Majesty's Ship Alexan-

der, late under my Command, having been taken by a Squadron

of French Ships of War, consisting of live of 74 guns, three large

Frigates, and an armed Brig, commanded by Rear-Admiral Neuilly.

Farther particulars and details I herewith transmit you for their

*
lu, we believe, the Wasp, of 18 guns
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Lordships' information. We discovered this Squadron on our

weather bow, about half-past two o'clock, or near three, in the

morning of the 6th instant, being then in lat. 48 25' north ;

7 53' west, the Wind then at west, and we steering north-east ;

on which I immediately hauled our Wind, with the larboard tacks

on board, and without Signal, the Canada being close to us. We
passed the strange Ships a little before four, the nearest of whom
at about half a mile distant, but could not discover what they were.

Shortly after we bore more up, let the reefs out of the top-sails,

and set steering-sails. About five, perceiving by my nighf-glass the

strange Ships stand after us, >ve crowded all the sail we could

possibly set, as did the Canada, and hauled more to the eastward.

About day-break the Canada passed us, and steering more to the

northward than we did, brought her on her larboard bow. Two

Ships of the Line and two Frigates pursued ; and three of the Line

and one Frigate chased the Alexander. About half-past seven the

French Ships hoisted English Colours. About a quarter past

eight we hoisted our Colours, upon which the French Ships hauled

down the English and hoisted theirs; and drawing up within gun-

shot, we began firing our stern chases at them, and received their

b.ow chases. About nine, or shortly after, observing the Ships in

pursuit of the Canada drawing up with her, and firing at each

other their bow and stern chases, I made the Canada's Signal to

form a-head for our mutual support, being determined to defend

the Ships to the last extremity ; which Signal she instantly answered,

and endeavoured to put it into execution, by steering towards us ;

but the Ships in cha?o of her, seeing her intentions, hauled more to

the starboard to cut her off, and which obliged her to steer the

course she had done before. We continued firing our stern

chases at the Ships pursuing us till near eleven, when three Ships

of the Lino came up, and brought us to close Action, which we

sustained for upwards of two hours, when the Ship was a complete

Wreck
;

the main-yard, spanker-boom, and three top-gallant-

yards shot away ; all the lower masts shot through in many places,

and expected every minute to go over the side; all the other

ma^ts and yards were also wounded, more or less
; nearly the

whole of the standing and running rigging cut to pieces, the sails

torn into ribbands, and her hull much shattered, and making a

great deal of water, and with difficulty she floated into Brest. At

this time; the Ships that had chased the Canada had quitted her, and

were coming fast up to us, the shot of one of them at the time

passing over us. Thus situated, and cut off from all resources, I

2
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judged it advisable to consult my Officers, and accordingly assem-

bled them all on the quarter deck; when, upon surveying and

examining the state of the Ship, (engaged as I have already

described,) they deemed any farther resistance would be ineffectual,

as every possible exertion had already been used in vain to save

her, and therefore they were unanimously of opinion, that to resign

her would be the means of saving the lives of a number of brave

Men. Then, and not till then, (painful to relate, ) I ordered the

Colours to be struck; a measure which, on a full investigation, I

hope and "trust their Lprdships will not disapprove. Hitherto I

have not been able to collect an exact list of the killed and wounded,
as many of the former were thrown overboard during the Action,

and, when taken possession of, the people were divided and sent

on board the different Ships, but I do not believe they exceed forty,

or thereabout. No Officer above the rank of Boatswain's Mate
was killed. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, of the Marines, Messrs. Burns,

Boatswain, and M'Curdy, Pilot, were wounded, but in a fair way
of doing well. The cool, steady, and gallant behaviour of all my
Officers and Ship's Company, Marines as well as Seamen, through-

out the whole of the Action, merits the highest applauses ;
and I

should feel myself deficient of my duty, as well as in what I owe
to those brave Men, were I to omit requesting you will be pleased

to recommend them in the strongest manner to their Lordships'

favour and protection ; particularly Lieutenants Godenech, Ep-

worth, Carter, West, and Daracott
; Major Trench, Lieutenants

Fitzgerald and Brown, of the Marines
;
Mr. Robinson, the Mas-

ter, together with the warrant and petty Officers, whose bravery
and good conduct I shall ever hold in the highest estimation. I

have hitherto been treated with great kindness and humanity, and

have not a doubt but that I shall meet with the same treatment

during my Captivity. I am, with great respect, kc.

R. R. BLIGIJ.

The damage sustained by the French in the above Action,

was not less in proportion. They found both their Prize and

their own Ships so shattered and unmanageable, that they v nc

compelled to return immediately to Brest
;
and their departure

from their cruising ground probably was the means of saving

some very valuable English Convoys from becoming their prey ;

for, at that moment, the Mediterranean Trade under Admiral

Cosby, and the Lisbon and Oporto Trade under Captain Rod-

ney, were within a distance of little more than twenty leagues
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from the scene of Action
;

and Lord Hood, in the Victory

alone, was returning from Corsica, and believed to be very

near
;
of all which circumstances the Enemy were apprised.

Fourteen days before the Capture of the Alexander, Captain

Bligh had been appointed a Rear-Admiral of the Blue, the

Promotion closing with him
;
but it was not until a considerable

time after he had become a Prisoner, that he was acquainted

with such an event having taken place.

The Admiral was exchanged, and returned to his native

Country, in the month of May, 1793, when he was tried,

agreeably to the custom of service, for the surrender of the

Alexander, Admiral Cornwallis being President of the Court

Martial, whose sentence " MOST HONOURABLY" acquitted

him; and, in less than two months after, he hoisted his Flag

under Sir Peter Parker, at Portsmouth.

In the following year, 1796, Admiral Bligh was appointed

Second in Command *, under Sir Henry Ilervey, in the Wind-

ward Islands ; but, on his arrival at Martinique, in the month of

September, he was directed by Sir Hyde Parker to proceed to

Jamaica, and assume the Command of that Station, until he

himself should arrive there, which he did in about a month

after.

Our Officer remained at Jamaica, actively employed in the

protection of our Commerce, until the Summer of 1799 ; when,

having been promoted to the rank of Vice-Admiral in tlie pre-

ceding February, he returned to England, and struck his Flag.

Towards the end of the year 1803, the Vice-Admiral was

appointed to the Command of His Majesty's Naval Force in

Scotland, under the general orders of Lord Keith, where he

remained until a farther accession of rank, by his being made an

Admiral of the Blue, rendered his longer serving on that Station

incompatible with our Naval regulations. He accordingly

struck his Flag,, by direction of the Admiralty, in April 1804;

and, ever since, has resided in London.

* In the Brunswick, of 74 guns.
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The Gentleman who has furnished us with this short epitome

of a Life, which has been passed in active, honourable, and dis-

tinguished pursuit^ in the service of our beloved Country, has

had the honour of serving under Admiral Bligh ;
and has seen

him, calm and serene amidst danger, brave and animated in

battle, the Friend of his Officers, and the Protector of his

Men.

Admiral Bligh's defence of the Alexander has never been sur-

passed in our Naval Annals; and, had it been his good fortune

to have had with him, in that unequal conflict, such a Force as

might have attacked the French Squadron with any fair estimate

of success, the result will not be questioned by any one who is

conversant with the superiority of British nautical skill and

courage.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

INVASION.

'E have here collected every instance of a Descent upon the

English Coast from the year 1066 ; because it has been

asserted in some French publications, most falsely and insidiously,

that out of these forty-eight examples of the violation of British

ground, forty-one have been crowned with success, and twelve

have hurled our Monarchs from their thrones. It will have been

seen by the historical reader, that the Invasion under Duke
William alone was triumphant, unless (he English were themselves

concerned in facilitating the object of the enterprise ;
and with

respect to the event under the Norman Bastard, it was not a Con-

quest effected by Frenchmen, but by Northern Emigrants, who
had taken possession of one of the most productive and beautiful

Provinces of France.

Catalogue of all the Descents, or Attempts, for the Purpose of
Invasion on the Coasts of the United Kingdom, from the Time

of HAROLD to the ineffectual Experiment in the Bay of

Donnegal.

1066. Successful Invasion under William Duke of Normandy.
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1069. The Sons of Harold, from Ireland, plunder the Vicinity
of Exeter.

1069. Sueno, King of Denmark, enters the Humber with two
hundred Ships.

1101. Duke Robert, the Brother of Rufus, lands at Ports-

mouth.

1,139. The Empress Maude lands at Portsmouth.

1142. Henry, the Son of Maude, lands at Wareham.
1152. Henry again enters England.
1171. Henry the Second invades Ireland.

1216. Lewis of France lands on the Isle of Thanet.

1296. The Duke of Montmorenci lands at Dover.

1326. Isabella, Daughter of Philip the Fair, landed at Orwell

with three thousand Men.

1339. The French engaged and worsted the English Fleet and

sacked Portsmouth.

1310. The French lay waste the English Coasts, burn Ply-
mouth and several Ships at Hastings, and reduce the greater part
of Southampton to ashes.

1377. The French take the Isle of Wight, and do much

mischief at Portsmouth, Plymouth, Dartmouth, and Hastings.

1380. The French and Spaniards land at Winchelsea.

1386. Twelve hundred Ships, with sixty thousand Men on

board, were equipped under Charles the Fifth to invade England,

and were dispersed by a Storm. On board the Ships zcsre planks

of zsood nicely joined, intended for the construction of barracks,

wherein the Army might be sheltered immediately upon its disem-

barkation.

1398. The Duke of Lancaster embarked at Vannes, and landed

on the Coast of Yorkshire.

1403. The Count de St. Pol landed in the Isle of Wight ;
and

the same year Plymouth was reduced to ashes.

1404. Another Descent on the Isle of Wight.

1405. The French, with twelve thousand Men, land at Milford

Haven, take Carmarthen, and several other Towns.

1457. The French surprise Sandwich.

1460. Several Descents under the Earl of Warwick.

1470. The same Nobleman lands at Dartmouth.

1471. The deposed Edward lands in Yorkshire. The French

land at Weymouth under Queen Margaret.

1:485. The Earl of Richmond lands at MilTord Haven, with

two thousand Men.
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1487. Lambert Simnel, a Baker's Son, who was crowned at

Dublin lands in Lancashire.

1495. Perkin Warbcck, a converted Flemish Jew, landed at

Deal.

1498. The same Adventurer landed in Cornwall.

1513. Commodore Pregent landed on the Coast of Sussex.

1514. The same Commander burnt Brighton.

1545. One hundred and fifty large Ships, sixty smaller ones,

and twenty-five Gallies, pass the English Fleet cruising in the

Roads, when Ennibault landed on the Isle of Wight, and on the

Coast of Sussex.

1588. The famous Expedition of the Armada.

1594. The Spaniards landed at Mount's Bay, in Cornwall,

burned Penzance, and several other places.

1601. Don Juan d'Aguilar, with forty-erght Ships and two

thousand Soldiers, landed at Kinsale, and took the Town.

1667. The Dutch Commander de Ruyter lays waste the

English Coast with a prodigious Navy. On the 18th of June he

entered the Thames, and sent up the River seventeen Sail and some

Fire-ships. The Magazines of Shcerness were burnt, and three

Ships at the entrance of the Medway, &c.

1685. The Earl of Argylc landed in Scotland. The Duke of

Monmouth landed in Dorsetshire.

1683. The Prince of Orange landed at Torbay.
1689. James having embarked at Brest, with twenty-three

Ships of War and numerous Transports, landed at Dublin.

1690. Tourville, with twenty-two Ships of War, met the

English and Dutch Fleets, when the latter were overcome. They
arrived in Torbay with forty-eight Shallops and some Gallios,

carrying 1800 chosen Men. This kind of Vessel izas made choice o/",

because
, being lozcer than the other's, they were less exposed to the

Jire of the Enemy.
1691. Tyrconnel landed in Ireland. A reinforcement was sent

the same year with nineteen pieces of artillery.

1745. Prince Charles Edward Stuart landed at Moiratt, in

Scotland. The fruitless Descents of the Father of Prince Charles

in 1708, 1717, and 1719, scarcely deserve notice.

1760. Thurot landed at Carrickfergus. His instructions iccre,

to make occasional Descents upon the Coast of Ireland, and divide

and distract the attention of the Government of that Kingdom.
1796. The recent attempt in Bantry Bay from Brest with

seventeen Ships of the Line and several Frigates, carrying 1800

Men, which were lost in the passage of the Raz.
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1797. The landing of 1200 Men near Fishguard.
1798. The French landed in Ireland, on the Shores of Sligo

Bay, under General Humbert, 1500 strong, with a considerable

quantity of arms, and sixteen pieces of cannon.

General Key, with Napper Tandy, and the Crew from a single

Ship, landed at R,aghlin, Ireland.

Unsuccessful attempt at Donnegal Bay, with one Ship of 80
guns, eight Frigates, and a Schooner, having on board 3600 Men
under General Hardie, with great quantities of arms and warlike
Stores. Of this Force only one Boat with 60 Men ventured to

land, who were repulsed by a body of Yeomanry under Captaia

Montgomery.

RUSSIAN VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY.

THE most satisfactory accounts have been received concerning
the Russian Expedition for circumnavigating the Globe. They aro

contained in a letter transmitted by the Commander, M. Knisen-

stcrn, to M. Schubert, a Member of the Academy, and dated

August 8, 1804, from Kamtschatka, where the Voyagers arrived,

without any accident of importance, on the 14th of the preceding

month, about five weeks after quitting the Coast of Brazil. They
touched, on their passage, at the Marquesa Islands, on one of

which M. Krusenstern found a Frenchman and an Englishman,
whom he intends to bring with him to Europe. The latter had

completely forgotten his native language ; and the Frenchman, who
had not spoken his for seven years, with some difficulty gave the

Russians to understand, that he had been wrecked in an American

Ship near the Coast of the Island. Both of them having loarne'd the

language of the Islanders, and adopted their manners, will pro.

bably furnish many curious particulars relative to those Islands,

which are but little known. M. Krusenstern was preparing to sail

tor Japan, to convey thither M. de Rasannoff, who is to reside

there in the quality of Ambassador Extraordinary of the Emperor
of Russia.

JOHN DEAN", OF THE SUSSEX INDIAMAN.

IN the year 1738, the Sussex Indiaman sprung a leak off the

east of the Cape of Good Hope. The Captain and Officers, and

part of the Crew, plundered and deserted her, and went on board

the Winchester, her Consort, leaving John Dean and fifteen brave

Men in the Sussex, who resolved to stay with the Ship and bring

her into Port, conceiving she ought not to have been abandoned

2at). er&ron. <Bo[. XIII. K K K.
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and deserted. They repaired her leak, and carried her into Mada-

gascar; but, on going from thence to Mosambique, she afterwards

unfortunately struck on a Rock, on the Bassas de India, lat. 23,.

long. 41, lost her rudder, and was finally lost.

In this state, John Dean, with eight Men, resolved to try their

fate in the Pinnace, while the remainder determined to continue on.

board and share the fate of the Ship. The Pinnace got stove, and

three of the Men out of the eight were drowned; the remainder

drifted into shoal water, as did a part of the Pinnace, which the

survivors converted into a Raft. The next day the Ship also

parted, and drifted nearer Shore. John Dean and four Men then,

committed themselves to Sea on their little Raft, and were seventeen

days getting on Shore to Madagascar.
Their stock consisted of a piece of pork, part of a butt of water,

and three small crabs found afloat at Sea. The Men duly returned

thanks to God for their miraculous escape. They resided for

many months in different parts of Madagascar, when three of them

died. John Dean found his way in an English Ship bound tor

Bengal, and came from thence to England ; when he sent his nar-

rative to the East India Company, who granted him a pension,

and had his picture taken, which is now hanging up in one of the

Committee rooms at the India House. He died on the 17th of

December, 1747.

LA PEYROUSE.

IN the NAVAL CHRONICLE (Vol. XI, page 101,) we presented

an interesting article, from an American Paper, relative to the fate

of the unfortunate and lamented Pcyrouse. The following letter,

dated Oct. 1, 1801, and written by this Navigator, with the sub-

joined reflections, appeared some months ago on the Continent;

and it is scarcely necessary to observe, that at Paris it excited con*

siderable sensation.

In les Nouvclles u la Main, of Nivoise^ year XII, No. Ill,

it is said, that the French Government has received from Ame-
rica some of the journals, letters, &c. of la Peyrouse, and of his

unfortunate Comrades ; and that the copy of the following letter

is circulated in the Consular Circles, and is signed by this Officer

in his name and that of his fellow-sufferers.

To His Majesty Louis XVI, King of France and Navarre.

"
Siu, Should this letter be presented to \our Majesty, with

the Journals, Memoirs, and Remarks, on our long, distant, and
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disastrous Voyage, your Majesty's heart will do justice to our
labours, in considering our efforts, and forgiving their issue;
which, frpnrcircumstances fully explained, we most humbly hope
witt-fttrt be ascribed either to neglect or temerity.

; < Isolated from the universe, uncertain whether we ever again
shall see the civilized world

; and doubtful whether even these sin-

cere effusions .of our loyalty will reach the best of Kings; nay,
whether eve/i posterity will not continue without any information

concerning our cruel fate, as well as our contemporaries, our

parents, oui- relatircs, and our friends, who, no doubt, have often

lamented the ignorance of our destiny, and bewailed our death,
whilst we endured a life worse than destruction, in existing upon a

remote and unfrequented Shore, more inhospitable, more to be

dreaded than the grave itself; it is for us, however, a great conso-

lation, and the sole consolation we have, that the most virtuous of

Sovereigns, and most beloved of Kings, must enjoy upon the

throne of his Ancestors, surrounded by a brilliant Offspring, the

same respectful love from his faithful subjects, as from his Queen,

Children, Brothers, and Royal Relations ; and that his generous,
humane mind distributes among Frenchmen, and amongst all

other people, the blissful tranquillity of his own bosom, makes

Kurope happy in an uninterrupted Peace, and receives in return

the well-merited blessings of mankind.
u
Happy Countrymen ! thousand times happy Frenchmen ! Yoit

enjoy, from the benevolence and patriotism of your lawful Prince,

that liberty of which most Republics only know the name; which

has cost Holland and America so inuch blood, and which makes

them yet agitated; whilst, as dutiful subjects, your portion of

freedom is only surpassed by your uninterrupted prosperity.
" May your Majesty, for the welfare of the universe, long con-

tinue in health and felicity to occupy your glorious throne, and to

rule over France, as your Majesty reigns from gratitude and

affection in the hearts of all Frenchmen!" &c.

When M. de la Peyrouse wrote this- letter (continues the French

writer,) he had only been absent from France fourteen years ; and

his King and Queen had already been murdered eight years;

France a republic nine years; in revolution twelve years; and in

continual anarchy and agitation for the same period. Thefai.'hful

subjects of Louis XVI, after butchering their good and innocent

Sovereign, had been butchering and proscribing each other, by

turns victims or executioners : plundered or plunderers; and at all

times slaves since they were called free citizens of a commonwealth.
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Of the King's Family, one Dauphin had been fortunate cnongh to

die before the dutiful French subjects were become regicides: the

other was poisoned by them in the Temple, in the same prison
from which he had seen his Father, Mother, and Aunt, dragged to

the scaffold. All the other Bourbons were proscribed ; none

existed in France. Of Frenchmen, two millions had perished in

civil Wars, by drowning, shooting, or by the guillotine ; one

million had died in the Hospitals, or in combating for different

Kings of factions against foreign foes : twenty millions had been

beggared ;
and one million enriched, but dishonoured. After passing

through rivers of blood, and fighting only for the choice of

Tyrants, the happy, loyal, and quiet French Citizens, had at. last

picked up an obscure but fortunate Corsican, who, when M. de la

Peyrouse left France, was a charity Scholar in one of the King's

Colleges ; but who, at the date of this letter, was seated upon the

Throne of Henry IV and of Louis XVI, upon the republican

Throne of modern France; who had extended its territory per Jan
et ncfax, defeated and humiliated thg House of Austria, insulted

England, enslaved the Continent, and, in facto, was the Sovereign

Usurper of the Sovereign Power, not only of Europe, but of the

"World.

Had M. de la Peyrouse been absent the fourteen preceding cen-

turies, instead of the last fourteen years, in returning to life and to

France, he would not have met with more unaccountable, more

surprising, ajid, for the happiness and tranquillity of mankind, more
wretched changes.

What numerous meditations ! what painful reflections may not

be made upon this subject! Perhaps M. de la Peyrouse and his

Companions are yet innocently praying, Domi/ie, salvum fac

Regem! whilst we are treacherously repeating, Dominc, salvosfac
Comities! I!

DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN' AND HARBOUR OF TRIEST.

(From Kuttner's Travels.)

TRIEST cannot be called a handsome Town, though it contains

a great number of good, well-built, stone houses. Most of the

streets are wide
;

indeed they are so spacious that the houses at

first seem to be lower than they actually are, till you observe that

most of them are three or four stories high. The streets are all

paved with broad flag-stones, many of which are seven, eight, and

even ten feet long, by three, four, and five, broad.
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The number of stationary Inhabitants of this Town is computed
at from 28 to 30,000 persons ; and that of the Seafaring People and

Strangers, .TV ho are continually coming and going, is stated at

several thousands more. This statement was given me by a person
in an official situation in this place, and I think is likely to be
correct: but the English Consul, who has resided several years at

Triest, asserts, that the population exceeds 36,000 souls; and that,

including the Mariners and Strangers, it cannot be less than'

40,000. .The increasing population is a cause of general complaint

among the oldest Inhabitants, who find it difficult to accustom them-

selves to the advancing price of every commodity. In fact, Triest

is a very extensive place, and every thing is dearer than at

Vienna.

I was surprised to observe the number of Ships lying in the

Harbour, which appears to be equally secure and commodious.

Two large Canals run out of it a considerable distance into the

Town, and afford a place for the reception of a large number of

Vessels. These Canals we^re the labour of an early period, for

they arc not calculated for the kind of Commerce in which of late

years this Town has been engaged. The Harbour is a scene of

constant bustle and activity, and I am much mistaken if it be not

more lively than that of Leghorn. It is a free Port in the most

extensive sense of the word.

Triest contains a great number of carriages, many of which are

very elegant. I was astonished to find so many coaches in a Sea-

port, and surrounded by such a mountainp.us country: but was

informed, that almost every Tradesman who does any business keeps

his carriage, and at no very great expense. The Coffee-houses are

likewise numerous at Triest, and a considerable part of the com-

pany by which they are frequented sit before the door : for this

purpose a large linen cloth is spread upon poles, so as to form a

kind of Tent.

Triest has for many- years been increasing in wealth and conse-

quence, at the expense of her neighbour Venice. Busching says,

that in 1770 it contained thirty great mercantile houses; it now

has above one hundred. The magnificent Mole, was constructed by

the directions of Maria Theresa. It extends about fifteen hundred,

feet into the Sea, and forms an excellent Road : upon it there is

toom for fifty pieces of cannon, though not more than thirty are

mounted; but all these are in good order; and among them I saw

eighteen and twenty-four pounders. The Mole includes t!u- old

Lazaretto, or place of quarantine, which is now used only as

Barracks for Soldiers. Opposite the Mole, and consequently oa
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the contrary side of the Town, is the new Lazaretto, with a distinct

Harbour, which is likewise enclosed by a Mole, and which must

not be confounded with that belonging to the Town. The Castle

stands on an eminence considerably higher than the Town, and

must once have been pretty strong. It is now scarcely used but as

a place of confinement for Prisoners ; but the view from the

Platform is such as amply to repay the trouble of going to see it.

The great Imperial Flag is kept flying on this Edifice, and below ifc

are a few pieces of cannon, with which the Salutes fired by Ships of

War on their arrival are returned.

MR. EDITOR,

THE ready attention you pay in inserting my occasional

Communications, merits my warmest thanks, and encourages me

to offer you a fresh Anecdote of another true British Game

Cock ; the veracity of which you may depend on, as it was well

known to most of the Fleet under tke late renowned Rodney,

in whose Ship this gallant affair took place, during the Engage-
ment between his Lordship and Mons. de Guichen in the West

Indies.

I remain, Sir, yours truly,

Great Queen Street, Lincoln's-inn-fields, CHA^S JLTC-uEER.

April 10, 1805.

ANECDOTE OF A TRUE BRITISH GAME COCK.

A SHORT time after the Engagement between Sir George

Bridges Rodney and Mons. de Guichen in the West Indies, a Game

Cock, that had been principally fed upon the main deck, and was

much caressed by the Sailors, immediately after the firing began
flew upon the quarter deck and took his station near Sir George
and Gcnaral Vaughan. The feathered Hero seemed not only to

enjoy the conflict, but endeavoured by every means in his power
to inspire all within hearing of him with the love of glory ; for

every five or six minutes he was sure to set up a loud crow, and

continued to strut the deck, and conduct himself in this manner

during the whole of the Engagement. Sir George pointing to the

Phenomenon, called out to the General in the heat of the Battle
" Look at that fellow, Vaughau ! by G d he is an honour to his

Country !
"

Chanticleer had the good fortune to escape unhurt

during the conflict, and was ordered to be taken particular care of

by the Commander in Chief, and that deservedly.
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AS the GAZETTE LETTERS of ADMIRAL SAUNDERS
were not inserted in our Biographical Memoir of that Officer,

(Vol. VIII, page 1,) we have now given them among our

Naval Recollections, to illustrate the Account given by LIEU-
TENANT HUNTER in his preceding Memoir.

(First Letter.)

S1H, Stirling Castle, off Point Levi, September 5, 1759.

IN my letter of the 6th June, I acquainted you that I was then

off Scatari, standing for the River St. Laurence. On the 26th I

had got up, with the first division of the Fleet and Transports, as

far as the middle of the Isle of Orleans, where I immediately

prepared to land the Troops ; which I did next morning. The
same day the second and third Division came up ; and the Troops
from them were landed likewise. I got thus far without any loss

or accident whatever; but directly after landing the Troops a

very hard gale of Wind came on, by which mariy anchors and

small Boats were lost, and much damage received amongst the

Transports by driving on board each other. The Ships that lost

most anchors I supplied from the Men of War, as far as I was

able ; and in all other respects gave them the best assistance in

my power. On the 28th, at midnight, the Enemy sent down from

Quebec seven Fire-ships ; and though our Ships and Transports

were so numerous, and necessarily spread so great a part of the

Channel, we towed them all clear and aground, without receiving

the least damage from them. The next night General Monktou

crossed the River, and landed with his Brigade on the South Shore,

and took Post at Point Levi ; and General Wolfe took his on the

westernmost Point of the Isle of Orleans.

On the 1st of July I moved up between the Points of Orleans

and Levi ; .and it being resolved to land on the North Shore,

below the Fa*ls of Montmorenci, I placed, on the 8th instant, the

Porcupine Sloop, and the Boscawen armed Vessel, in the Channel

"between Orleans and the North Shore, to cover the Landing,

which took place that night. On the 17th, I ordered Captain

.Rpfls, o.f the Sutherland, to proceed, with the first fair Wind and

nighktide, above Quebec ; and to take the Diana and Squirrel,

wilh tyV aa-med Sloops and two Cats, armed and loaded with

provision *>n the 18th >
at niSht>

they a11 got up ' CXCept *hC

Diana and ge General Wolfe an opportunity of reconnoitring

#fiove'the Tp wn; thos8 ShiPs havinS carrk>cl >ome Tl'

oops
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thorn for that purpose. The Diana ran ashore upon the Rocks of

Point Lcvi, and received so much damage, that I have sent her to

Boston, with twenty.seven Sail of American Transports, (those which

received most damage in the Gale of the 27th of June,) where

they are to be discharged ; and the Diana having repaired her

damage, is to proceed to England, taking with her the mast Ships,

and what Trade may be ready to accompany her.

On the 28th, at midnight, the Enemy sent down a raft of Fire-

stages, of near a hundred radeaux, which succeeded no better than

the Fire-ships. On the 31st General Wolfe determined to land a

number of Troops above the Falls of Montmorenci, in order to

attack the Enemy's lines ;
to cover which, I placed the Centurion

in the Channel, between the Isle of Orleans and the Falls, and ran

on Shore, at high Water, two Cats which I had armed for that

purpose, against two small Batteries and two Redoubts, where

our Troops were to land. At six in the evening they landed ; but

the General not thinking it proper to persevere in the Attack,

part of them soon after re-embarked, and the rest crossed the

Falls with General Wolfe : upon which, to prevent the two Cats

from falling into the Enemy's hands, (they being then dry on

Shore,) I gave orders to take the Men out, and set them on fire,

which was accordingly done. On the 5th of August, in the

night, I sent 20 flat-bottomed Boats up the River to the Suther-

land, to embark 1260 of the Troops with Brigadier-General

Murray, from a Post we had taken on the South Shore* I sent

Admiral Holmes up to the Sutherland, to act in concert with him,
and give him all the assistance the Ships and Boats could a fiord ;

at the same time I directed Admiral Holmes to use his best endea-

vours to get at, and destroy the Enemy's Ships above the Town ;

and to that purpose I ordered the Lowestoffe, and Hunter Sloop,
with two armed Sloops and two Cats with provisions, to pass

Quebec, and join the Sutherland; but the Wind holding westerly,
it was the 27th of August before they got up, which was the

fourth attempt they had made to gain their passage.

On the 25th, at night, Admiral Holmes and General Murray,
with part of the Troops, returned. They had met with and

destroyed a Magazine of the Enemy's cloathing, some gunpowder,
and other things ; and Admiral Holmes had been ten or tvrelve

leagues above the Town, but found it impracticable at that time to

get further up.

General Wolfe being resolved to quit the Camp at Montmo-

rcDci, and go above the Town, in hopes of getting between the

7
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Enemy and their provisions, (supposed to be in the Ships there, }
nnd by that means force them to an Action, I sent up on the 29th,
at night, the Sea Horse and two armed Sloops, with two Cats

laden With provisions, to join the rest above Quebec; and having
taken off all the artillery from the Camp of Montmorenci on the

3d instant, in the forenoon, the Troops embarked from thence and

landed at Point Levi. The 4th, at night, I sent all the fiat-bottomed

Boats up, and this night a part of the Troops will march up the

South Shore above the Town, to be embarked in the Ships and

Vessels there, and to-morrow night the rest will follow. Admiral

Holmes is also gone up again to assist in their future operations,

and to try if, with the assistance of the Troops, it is practicable to

get at the Enemy's Ships. As General Wolfe writes by this oppor-

tunity, he will give you an account of his part of the operations,

and his thoughts what further may be done for His Majesty's Ser-

vice. The Enemy appear numerous, and seem to be strongly

posted ; but let the event be what it will, we shall remain here as

long as the season of the year will permit, in order to prevent their

detaching Troops from hence against General Amherst; and I

shall leave Cruisers at the mouth of the River, to cut off any sup-

plies that may be sent them, with strict orders to keep that Station

as long as possible. The Town of Quebec is not habitable, being

almost entirely burnt arid destroyed.

Twenty of the Victuallers that sailed from England with th

Echo, are arrived here; one unloaded at Louisbourg, having

received damage in her passage out, and another I have heard

nothing of. No Ships of the Enemy have come this way, that I

have had any intelligence of since my arrival in the River, except

one laden with flour and brandy, which Captain Drake, of th

Lizard, took. Before Admiral Durcll got into the River, three

Frigates, and seventeen Sail, with Provisions, Stores, and a few-

Recruits, got up, and are those we are, if possible, so anxious to

destroy.

Yesterday I received a letter from General Amhcrst, (to whom

I have had no opportunity of writing since I have been in the

River,) dated Camp, at Crown Point, August 7, wherein ha

$nly desires I would send Transports and a Convoy to New York,

to carry to England 607 Prisoners taken at Niagura. I shall very

soon send home the great Ships -,
and have the honour to be, witfc

the greatest respect, Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble Servant,

CHARLES SAUNPER?.
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(Second Letter.)

From Vice-Admiral Suundcrs to the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Pn r.

sin, September 20, 17.V.J.

I HAVE the greatest pleasure in informing you that the Town
and Citadel of Quebec surrendered on the 18th instant, and that I

enclose you a copy of the Articles of Capitulation. The Army
took possession of the gates on the land side the same evening, and

sent safe-guards into the Town to preserve order, and to prevent

any thing being destroyed ;
and Captain Palliser, with a body of

Seamen, landed in the lower Town and did the same. The next

day our Army marched in, and near a thousand French Officers,

Soldiers, and Seamen, were embarked on board some English

Cats, who shall soon proceed for France, agreeable to the Capitu-

lation. I had the honour to write to you the 5th instant, by the

Rodney Cutter ;
the Troops mentioned in that letter, embarked

on board the Ships and Vessels above the Town, in the night of

the 6th instant, and at four in the morning of the 13th began to

kind on the North Shore, about a mile and a half above the Town.

General Montcalm, with his whole Army, left their Camps at

Beauport, and marched to meet him. A little before ten both

Armies were formed, and the Enemy began the Attack. Our

Troops received their fire, and reserved their own, advancing till/

they were so near as to run in upon them and push them with their

bayonets ; by which in a very little time the French gave way, and

fled to the Town in the utmost disorder, and with great loss
; for

onr Troops pursued them quite to the walls, and killed many of

them upon the glacis, and in the ditch; and if the Town had been

farther off, the whole French Army must have been destroyed.

About 250 French Prisoners were taken that day, amongst whom
are ten Captains, and six Subaltern Ofliccrs, all of whom will go in

the great Ships to England.

I am sorry to acquaint you that General Wolfe was killed in the

Action, and General Monckton shot through the body ;
but he is

now supposed to be out of danger. General Montcalm and the

three next French Officers in Command were killed ; but I must

refer you to General Townshend (who writes by this opportunity)'

for the particulars of this Action, the state of the Garrison, and

the measures he has taken to secure the possession. I am now

beginning to send on Shore the Stores they will want, and pro.
visions for 5000 Men, of which I can furnish the^m with a sufficient

quantity. The night of the lauding, Admiral Holmes, with the
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Ships and Troops, was about three leagues above the intended

lauding place. General Wolfe, with about half his Troops, set off

in Boats, and dropped down with the Tide, and were by that

means less liable to be discovered by the French Sentinels, posted
all along the Coast. The Ships followed them about three quarters

of an hour afterwards, and got to the landing place just in the time

that had been concerted to cover their landing ; and considering

the darkness of the night, and the rapidity of the Current, this was

a very critical operation, and very properly and successfully con-

ducted. "When General Wolfe and the Troops with him had

landed, the difficulty of gaining the top of the hill is scarce cre-

dible. It wa.s very steep in its ascent, and high, and had no path

where two could go abreat ; but they were obliged to pull them-

selves up by the stumps and boughs of trees that covered the

declivity.

Immediately after our Victory over their Troops I sent up all

the Boats in the Fleet with Artillery and Ammunition
;
and on the

17th, went up with the Men of War, in a disposition to attack the

lower Town as soon as General Townshend should be ready to

attack the upper; but in the evening they sent out to the Camp,
and offered terms of Capitulation. I have the further pleasure of

acquainting you, that during this tedious Campaign there has con-

tinued a perfect good understanding between the- Army and Navy.

I have received great assistance from Admiral Durell and Holmes,

and, from all the Captains: indeed every body has exerted them-

selves in. the execution of their duty ; even the Transports have

willingly assisted me with Boats and people on the landing of the

Troops, and many other services.

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c.

CHARLES SAUNDERS.

THE LADY'S ROCK.

THE following Historical Anecdote is extracted from the

Hon. Mrs. Murray's Companion and Guide to the Highlands

of Scotland:

At the south end of the Island of Lismore we sailed near a small

Rocky Isle, over which the Sea rolls at high Tides; at other

times it raises its rough head somewhat above the surface of the
1

water. It is called the Lady's Rock, for the following reason:
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In former times, one of the M'Leans, of Duart, whose Castle

(now in ruins) stands on a promontory in Mull, in nearly an

opposite direction to the Lady's Rock, married a Sister of Argyle.

The Lady was handsome and amiable, but unhappily she was

barren. In those times it was a high crime in the eye of a Hus-

band when his Wife bore him no Children. Duart hated his hap-

less Lady for that cause, and determined on her destruction. To

accomplish it with ease, and as he imagined safe from detection, he

ordered Ruffians to convey her secretly to the bare Rock near

Lismore, and there leave her to perish at high Tide. The deed

was executed to Duart's wish, and the Lady left on the Rock,

watching the rolling Tide rising to overwhelm her. When she had

given herself up for a lost being, and expected in a very short time

to be washed from the Rock by the waves, she fortunately per-

ceived a Vessel sailing down the Sound of Mull, in the direction

of the Rock on which she was sitting. Every effort in her power
was exerted, and every Signal in her possession was displayed, to

attract the notice of the people in the Vessel. At length they per-

ceived her, and drew near the Rock. She made herself known,
and related that it was by the order of her barbarous Husband she

was left on the Rock, and thus reduced to the wretched state in

which they found her. The Mariners, ever a generous race, took

compassion on her, received her on board their Vessel, and con-

veyed her safely to her Brother at Inverary.

M'Lean Duart made a grand mock funeral for his much loved,

much lamented Lady, whom he announced to have died suddenly.

He wrote disconsolate letters to her relations, particularly to

Argyle, and after a decent time went to Inverary in deep mourn-

ing; where, with the greatest show of grief, he lamented to his

brother-iu-hiw the irreparable loss he had sustained. Argyle said

little, but sent for his Sister, whose unexpected appearance in life

and health proved an electric shock to her tender Husband.

Argyle was a mild and amiable Man, and took no other revenge on

M'Lean but commanding him to depart instantly, at the same time

advising him to be cautious not to meet his brother Donald, who
would certainly take away his life for having intended to destroy

that of his Sister. Sir Donald Campbell did meet him many years

afterwards in a street at Edinburgh, and there stabbed him for

his crime towards his Si&ter, when M'Lean was eighty years of

age.
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.
[Continued from page 391.]

^!0 XI.

Again the dismal prospect opens rcrand,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

NARRATIVE
Of the Singular Adventures of Four Ritsaian Sailors, icho

cast UKUJJ on the Desert Island of East Spitsbergen.

[From the Original of M. P. L. le Roy.]

N the year 174?, one Jeremiah OkladmkofF, a Merchant of

Mesen, in the government of Archangel, fitted ont a Vessel,

carrying fourteen Men, destined for Spitsbergen, to be employed in

the Whale or Seal fishery. For eight successive days after they
had sailed, the Wind was fair; but on the Dth it changed, so that

instead of getting to the west of Spitzbergen, the usual place of

rendezvous, they were driven eastward of those Islands
;
and after

some days, they found themselves at a small distance from one of

them, called East-Spitzbergen. Having approached this Island

within about two English miles, their Vessel was suddenly sur-

rounded by ice, and they found themselves in an extremely dan-

gerous situation.

In this alarming state a Council \ras held; when the Mate,

Alexis Himkof, informed them, that he recollected to have heard,

that some of the people of Mesen, some time before, having formed

a resolution of wintering upon this Island, had accordingly carried

from that City timber proper for building a hut, and had actually

erected one at some distance from the Shore.

This information induced the whole Company to resolve on

wintering there, if the hut, as they hoped, still existed. They

dispatched therefore four of their Crew in search of it. Thesa

were Alexis Hirakof, the Mate ; Iwan Himkof, his Godson ; Ste-

phen Scharapof, and Feoder Weregin.

Having maturely considered the nature of their undertaking^

they provided themselves with a musket, a powder-horn containing

twelve charges of powder, with as many balls, an axe, a small

kettle, a bag with about twenty pounds of Hour, a knife, a tinder-

box and tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco, and every Man

his wooden pipe. Thus accoutred, these four Sailors quickly

arrived on the Island.
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They began with exploring the country; and soon discovered

the hut they were in search of, about a mile and a half from the

Shore. It was thirty-six feet in length, eighteen feet in height,
and as many in breadth. It contained a small anti-chamber, about

twelve feet broad, which had two doors, the one to shut it up from

the outer air, the other to form a communication with the inner

room: this contributed greatly to keep the larger room warm,
when once heated. In the large room was an earthen stove con-

structed in the Russian manner; that is, a kind of oven without a

chimney, which serves occasionally either for baking, for heating

the room, or, as is customary amongst the Russian Peasants, in

very cold weather, for a place to sleep upon.

They rejoiced greatly at having discovered the hut, which had

suffered much from the weather : our Adventurers, however,

contrived to pass the night in it. Early next morning they has-

tened to the Shore, impatient to inform their Comrades of their

success.

I leave my readers.to figure to themselves the astonishment and

agony of mind these poor people must have felt, when, on reaching

the place of their landing, they saw nothing but an open Sea, free

from the. ice, which but a day before had covered the Ocean.

Whatever accident had befallen the Ship, they saw her no more;
and as no tidings were ever afterwards received of her, it is most

probable she sunk, and that all on board perished.

. This melancholy event deprived the unhappy wretches of all hope

of ever being able to quit the Island : they returned to the hut

whence they had come, full of horror and despair.

Their first attention was employed in devising means of pro-

Tiding subsistence, and for repairing their hut. The twelve charges

of powder which they had brought with them, soon procured them

as many rein-deer ; the Island, fortunately for them, abounding in

those animals.

I have before observed, that the hut which the Sailors were so

fortunate as to fintl had sustained some damage, and it was this:

there were cracks in many places between the boards of the build,

ing, which freely admitted the air. This inconvenience was

however easily remedied : as they had an axe, and the beams were

still sound, it was easy to make the boards join again very

tolerably: besides, moss growing in great abundance all over the

Island, there was more than sufficient to stop up t!ie crevices, whicli

Wooden houses must always be liable to. Without fire, how.cvc-r,

it was impossible to resist the rigour of the climate
-

3 and without
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-wood, how was that fire to be produced, or supported? But Pro-
vidence has so ordered

it, that in this particular the Sea supplies
the defects of the Land. In wandering along the Beach, they col.

lected plenty of wood, which had been driven ashore by the

waves ; and which at first consisted of the wrecks of Ships, and
afterwards of whole trees with their roots, the produce of some
more hospitable, but to them unknown climates.

Nothing proved of more essential service to these unfortunate

Men, during the first year of their exile, than some boards they
found upon the Beach, having a long iron hook, some nails of about

five or six inches long, and proportionably thick, and other bits of

iron fixed in them; the melancholy relics of some Vessels cast

away in those remote parts. These were thrown ashore by the

waves, at a time when the want of powder gave our Men reason to

apprehend that they must fall a prey to hunger, as they had nearly

consumed those rein-deer they had killed. This lucky circum-

stance was attended with another, equally fortunate : they found

on the Shore the root of a fir tree, which nearly approached to

the figure of a bow.

As necessity has ever been the mother of invention, so they"soon

fashioned this root to a good bow, by the help of a knife; but

still they wanted a string and arrows. Not knowing how to pro-

cure these at present, they resolved upon making a couple of lances,

to defend themselves against the white bears, by far the most

ferocious animal of their kind, whose attacks they had great reason

to dread.

Finding they could neither make the heads of their lances, nor

of their arrows, without the help of a hammer, they contrived to

form the large iron hook mentioned above into one, by beating it,

and widening a hole it happened to have about its middle, with tke

help of one of their largest nails. This received the handle, and a

round button at one end of the 'hook served for the face of the

hammer. A large pebble supplied the place of an anvil; and a

couple of rein-deer horns made the tongs. By the means of such

tools, they made two heads of spears ;
and after polishing and

sharpening them on stones, they tied them as fast as possible with

thongs made of rein-deer skins, to sticks about the thickness of

man's arm, winch they got from some branches of trees that had

been cast on Shore,

Thus equipped with spears, they resolved to attack a *rW

and after a most dangerous encounter, they killed the forraidabl

creature, aud thereby made a new supply of provisions.
The
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flesh of this animal they relished exceedingly, as they thought it

much resembled beef in taste and flavour. The tendons, they saw

with ranch pleasure, could with little or no trouble be divided into

filaments, of what fineness they thought fit. This perhaps was the

most fortunat discovery these Men could have made; for, besides

other advantages, they were hereby furnished with strings for

their bow.

The success of our unfortunate Islanders in making the spears,

encouraged them to proceed, and to forge some pieces of iron

into heads of arrows of the same shape, though somewhat smaller

in size than the spears above mentioned. Having ground and

sharpened these like the former, they tied them with the sinews of

the white bears, to pieces of fir; to which, by the help of fine

threads of the same, they fastened feathers of Sea-fowl; and thus

became possessed of a complete bow and arrows. Their ingenuity

in this respect was crowned with success far beyond their expec-

tation ; for, during the time of their continuance upon the Island,

with these arrows they killed no less than two hundred and fifty

rein-deer, besides a great number of blue and white foxes. The
flesh of these animals served them also for food, and their skins for

cloathing, and other necessary preservations against the intense

coldness of a climate so near the Pole.

They killed however but ten white bears in all, and that not

without the greatest danger; for these animals being prodigiously

strong, defended themselves with astonishing vigour and fury.

The first our Men attacked designedly; the other nine they slew

in defending themselves from their assaults ; for some of these

creatures even ventured to enter the outer room of the hut, in

order to devour them.

.To remedy in some degree the hardship of eating their meat half

raw, they bethought themselves of drying some of their provisions,

during the summer, in the open air, and afterwards of hanging it

up in the upper part of the hut, which was continually filled with
smoke clown to the windows : it was thus dried thoroughly by the

help of that smoke. This meat, so prepared, they used for bread,
and it made them relish their other flesh the better, as they could

only half dress it. Water they had in summer from small rivulets

that fell from the Rocks ; and in winter from the snow and ice

thawed. This was of course their only beverage ; and their small

kettle was the only vessel they could make use of for this and other

purposes. Our Mariners seeing themselves quite destitute of every
of cure, iu case t-ucy shoqld be attacked with the, scurvy,
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judged itexpedicnt not to neglect any regimen generally adopted as
a preservative against this impending evil. Iwan Himkof, who had
several times wintered on the Coast of West Spitzbergen, advised
his unfortunate Companions to swallow raw and frozen meat,broken into small bits

; to drink the blood of rein-deer warm as
flowed from their veins

immediately after killing them
; to use

as much exercise as possible ; and
lastly, to eat scurvy grass, which

ows on the Island, though not in great plcniy. Three of the
Sailors who pursued the above method, continued

totally free from
taint of the disease. The

fourth, Feodor Weregin, on the

ontrary, who was naturally indolent, averse to drinking the rein-
deer blood, and unwilling to leave the hut when he could possibly
avoid

it, was, soon after his arrival on the Island, seized with the

scurvy, which afterwards became so bad, that he passed almost six

years under the greatest sufferings. In the latter part of that time
he became so weak that he could no longer sit erect, nor even
raise his hand to his mouth ; so that his humane Companions were
obliged to feed and tend him like a new-born infant, to the hour
of his death.

I have mentioned above that our Sailors brought a small bag; of
flour with them to the Island. Of this they had consumed one
half with their meat; the remainder they employed in a different

manner, equally useful. They soon saw the necessity of keeping
up a continual fire in so cold a climate, and found that if it should

unfortunately go out, they had no means of lighting it again ; for

though they had a steel and flints, yet they wanted both matches
and tinder.

In their excursion through the Island they had met with a

slimy loam, or kind of clay, nearly in the middle of it. Out of

this they found means to form an utensil which might serve for a

lamp ; and they proposed keeping it constantly burning, with the

fat of the animals they should kill. Having therefore fashioned a

kind of lamp, they filled it with rein-deer fat, and stuck in it some

twisted linen, shaped into a wick. But they had the mortification

to find, that as soon as the fat melted, it not only soaked into the

clay, but fairly run through it on all sides. The thing therefore

was to devise some means for preventing this inconveniency, not

arising from cracks, but from the substance of which the lamp was

made being too porous. They made therefore a new one, dried

it thoroughly in the air, then heated it red hot, and afterwards

quenched it fn their kettle, wherein they had boiled a quantity of

flour down to the consistence of thin starch. The lamp being thui

. ffltol.XIII. M M M
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dried and filled with melted fat, they now found, to their great j"oy,

that it did not leak. But for greater security, they dipped lines

rags in their paste, and with them covered all the outside. Suc-

ceeding in this attempt, they immediately made another lamp, for

fear of an accident, that in all events they might not be destitute

of light; and when they had done so much, they thought proper

to save the remainder of their flour for similar purposes.

They had skins of rein-deer and foxes in plenty, that had hitherto

served them for bedding, and which they now thought of employ-

ing in some more essential service ;
bnt the question was t how to

tan them ? After deliberating on this subject, they took to th

following method. They soaked the skins for several days in

fresh water, till they could pull off the hair pretty easily ; thejr

then rubbed the wet leather with their hands till it was nearly

dry, when they spread some matted rein-deer fat over
it, and

again rubbed it well. By this process the leather became soft,

pliant, and supple, proper for answering every purpose thcj
wanted it for. Those skins which they designed for furs, they

only soaked for one day, to prepare them for being wrought, and

then proceeded in the manner before mentioned, except only that

they did not remove the hair. Thus they soon provided them-

selves with the necessary materials for all parts of dress they
wanted.

But here another difficulty occurred. They had neither awls for

making shoes or boots, nor needles for sewing their garments.
This want, however, they soon supplied by means of the bits of

iron they had occasionally collected. The making eyes to their

needles gave them indeed no little trouble ; but this they also per-
formed with the assistance of their knife ;

for having ground it to a

Tery sharp point, and heated red hot a kind of wire forged for that

purpose, they pierced a hole through one end, and by wetting and

imoothing it on stones, brought the other to a point, and thus gave
the whole needle a very tolerable form. The sinews of the bears

and the rein-deer, which they had found means to split, served

them for thread ; and thus provided with the necessary implements,

they proceeded to make their new clothes.

Their summer dress consisted of a kind of jacket and trowsers,

made of skins prepared as I have mentioned before ; and in win-

ter they wore long fur gowns.
When

our^
four Mariners had passed nearly six years in this

dismal place, Feodor AVeregin, whose illness we had occasion to

mention before, and who all along had been in a languid condition?

2
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fted, after having in the latter part of his life suffered most excru-
ciating pains. Though they were thus freed from the trouble of
attending him, and the grief of being witnesses to his misery
without being able to afford him any relief, yet his death affected
them not a little. They saw their number lessened, and every one
wished to be the first that should follow him. As he died in win-
ter, they dug a grave in the snow as deep as they could, in which
they laid the corpse, and then covered it to the best of their power,
that the white bears might not get at it.

Now, at the time when the melancholy reflections occasioned by
the death of their Comrade were fresh in their minds, and when
each expected to pay this Jast duty to the remaining Companions
of his misfortunes, or to receive it from them, they unexpectedly
got sight of a Russian Ship : this happened on the fifteenth of

August, 1749.

The Vessel belonging to a Trader, who had come with it to

Archangel, he proposed it should winter in Nova Zembla
; but for-

tunately for our poor Exiles, Mr. Vernezobre proposed to the
Merchant to let his Vessel winter at West Spitzbergen, which he
a-t last, after many objections, agreed to.

The contrary Winds they met with OQ their Passage made it

impossible for them to reach the place of their destination. The
Vessel was driven towards East Spitzbergen, directly opposite to

the residence of our Mariners, who, as soon as they perceived her,
hastened to light fires upon the hills nearest their habitation, and
then ran to the beach, waving a Flag made oi' a reia-deer's hide

fastened to a pole. The People on board seeing these Signals,

concluded that there were on the Island some persons who im-

plored their assistance, and therefore came to an anchor near the

Shore.

It would be vain to attempt describing the joy of these poor

People, at seeing the moment of their deliverance so near. They
soon agreed with the Master of the Ship to work for him on th

Voyage, and to pay him eighty rubles on their arrival, for taking
them on board with all their riches

; which consisted of fifty pud,

or two thousand pound weight of rein-deer fat
;

in many hides

of these animals, and skins of the blue and white foxes, together

with those of the ten white bears they had killed. They took care

not to forget their bows and arrows, their spears, their knife and

axe, which were almost worn out, their awls, and their needles,

they kept carefully
in a bone-box, very ingeniously made
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with their knife only ; and, in short, every thing they M ere pos-
sessed of.

Our adventurers arrived in safety at Archangel on the twenty,

eighth of September, 1749, having spent six years and three

months in their ruefu solitude.

The moment of their landing was nearly proving fatal to the

loving and beloved Wife of Alexis Ilimkof, who, being present

when the Vessel came into Port, immediately knew her Husband,
and ran with so much eagerness to his embraces, that she slipped

into the water, and very narrowly escaped being drowned.

All three on their arrival were strong and healthy ;
but having

lived so long without bread, they could not reconcile themselves Jo

the use of it, and complained that it filled them with wind. Nor
could they drink any spirituous liquors, and therefore drank

nothing but water.

Before I conclude, I cannot help subjoining a reflection of Mr,

Vernezobrc, with which he concludes one of his letters. " I

make no doubt but some of your Readers will consider the ad-

ventures of these Sailors in the same light as they do the English

history of Robinson Crusoe. But however ingenious that com-

position is, a comparison with this Narrative Avill prove much in

your favour
; as the former is all fiction, whereas your subject;

consists of facts sufficiently authenticated. And Crusoe is repre-

sented as having almost lost what knowledge he had of Chris-

tianity ;
but our Sailors carefully retained their religious princi-

ples; and, as they assured me, never wholly departed from their

confidence in the goodness of God, to be exerted in their behalf,

even in this world."

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
OF NAVAL INQUIRY.

[Continued from Vol. XII, page 379.]

T is stated by Mr. Eve*, that in the last year the Commissioner*

have not assembled once; that the Receiver and the Accoun-

* See Mr. Eves's Examination.

By what authority does th:- I . reiver of the Sixpenny Duty collect the wages
of the Run Men in the African Trade? We have always considered curative

authorized by the Act of 30 Geo. Ill, although ao particular specification of 'th*x

Sixpenny Office is made in that Act.
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tant have met at the Office in that period about seven or eight

times ;
and that the Comptroller has been there, within the year,

about six times ; but then only for the purpose of signing Paper*.

By what authority has the allowance of twelve and a half per cent, been made

to the Receivers at the Out-Ports for the collection of the Run Men's wages ?

There is no particular authority ;
but it is an allowance similar to that made for

the collection of the Sixpenny Duty.
Do the Commissioners of the Sixpenny Office appoint Deputy Receivers at the

Out-Ports for receiving the Run Men's wages, and by what authority ? The

Deputy Receivers are appointed to collect all the monies payable to Greenwich

Hospital at the Out-Ports.

Does the Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty receive the whole amount of the wages
of Run Men in the African Trade, or only the moiety forfeited to Greenwich

Hospital ? Under the authority of the Sixpenny Office only, the moiety forfeited

to Greenwich Hospital ;
but I believe some of the Receivers collect the other

moiety for the Merchant Seamen's Hospitals.

Do you know- what allowance the Merchant Hospitals make on the collection ?

I do not.

How is the money received on account of Run Men's wages carried to the

account of Greenwich Hospital? It is paid into Greenwich Hospital under the

Head of "
Sixpenny Duty collected from Seamen in the Merchants' Service."

Why is it not stated in the accounts furnished to Greenwich Hospital as the

amount of Run Men's wages, and paid as such ? It has not been customary so

to do.

Can the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, from the accounts furnished to them

by the Sixpenny Office, have any knowledge whatever that the revenue of the

Hospital is increased by the moiety of Run Men's wages in the African Trade?

They can not.

Wliat commission is allowed to the Receivers at the Out- Ports for the collection

of the wages of Men dying in the West India Trade, made payable to the

Sixpenny Office by the Act of the 37th of His present Majesty, cap. 73? The

Receivers at all the Out-Ports were originally
allowed 1:2$ per cent. ;

but 011

account of the magnitude of the receipts at Liverpool and Bristol, the commission

to the Receivers there was reduced to five per cent, on the receipts of the first

quarterly accounts.

By what authority was the commission first established at 12J per cent., and

afterwards reducecfto five at Liverpool and Bristol ? No provision being made

ia the Act for the expense of carrying it into execution, the Commissioners of th

Sixpenny Office applied to the Lords of the Admiralty to get the Act revised, or.

to <*ive them directions Cor their guidance ;
an i the Admiralty approved of their

allowing the Receivers at the Out-Ports 13j per cent. ;
and the Commissioner!

themselves thought it right to reduce the commission at Liverpool and Bristol to

five per cent.

Out of what monies has the commission on Dead Men's wages been pan

Out of the revenue of Greenwich Hospital arising from the Sixpenny Duty, and

the moiety ofRun Men's wages, by the authority of the Lords of the Admiralty

at the time of passing the Act.

What sum has been advanced out of the Sixpenny Duty on that account.

>B* thousand nine hundred and eighty-eight pounds and ninepence.



454 rrFTtf REPORT or THE

By virtue of (he Statutes of the 10th of Queen Anne, and the 2d

f George the Second, the Commissioners appoint Deputy Re-

ceivers at the several Out-Ports of Great Britain and Ireland, and

What part thereof has been repaid to the Hospital
' Five hundred and fit'tj-

ne pounds and ninepence ;
and Greenwich Hospital, until some other provision

l>ft made, must always be in advance the commission for three years on the receipt

i" Dead Men's wages.

Out of what money has that sum been repaid to Greenwich Hospital ? Out

f the unclaimed wages of Men dying in the West India Trade, which are for-

feited at the end of three years, and directed by the Act to be paid to the

Merchant Seamen's Hospitals, or to the Magistrates of the County, to be dis-

tributed among the old and disabled Seamen of the Port where the Ship on

board which the Men died may belong. . Previous to distribution, the whole

amount of the Commission for the year is deducted, there being no other way
of repaying Greenwich Hospital, although the Act contains no direction for that

purpose.

Has Greenwich Hospital hi any instance benefited by the penalties, or in anj
other way, by the provisions of the Act respecting the appropriation of the

wages of Men dying in the West India Trade ? The sum of seventy-four

pounds eleven shillings and twopence has been received on account of th

penalties directed by that Act ;
but the salaries of the Clerks of the Sixpennj

Oilice were in February 1798 increased o'.50 per annum, on account of the

additional duty imposed on them by the Act, no that Greenwich Hospital has been

a loser.

It appearing by an account rendered to us, that the sum of one hundred and

nine pounds seventeen shillings and tenpence has been collected on account of

Men dying on board Ships belonging to Ports in America and the West Indies,

and is stated to remain in the Office unappropriated, does it appear to you, <m

reading attentively the seventh and eighth clauses of the Act, that such monies

were authorized to be collected ? It does not appear to me that it ought to haT

been collected.

Has not the amount of wages of Men dying in the West India Trade bean

frequently very small ? Frequently not exceeding one pound ;
and although

the Act directs the money to be paid to the Executors and Administrators, the

Receiver has allowed sums, not exceeding ten pounds, to be paid upon proofs of

next of kin, conceiving the Merchant would have so paid such sums had the Act

Hot been passed.

What has been the greatest annual amount of the commission allowed by the

Sixpenny Office to any of the Receivers at the Out-Ports on the collection of th

Sixpenny Duty, the Run Men's wages, and the Dead Men's wages ? In 1800,

the commission to the Receiver at Liverpool amounted to one thousand and

eighty-one pounds sixteen shillings and tenpence.

What has been the average amount of the commission to the Receiver at

Liverpool for the last three years ? Nine hundred and seventy-seven pound*
fourteen shillings and ninepence.

Does the commission at any of the other Ports amount to any thing near that

sum ? No ;
it does not. In 1802 the largest amount of commission, next to th

Fort of Liverpool, was Newcastle, being one hundred and lixty-twe pouai*
.fifteen shillings and twopence halfpenny.
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in His Majesty's Colonies, Islands, and Dominions in America,
who are selected from the Officers of the Customs

; and upon th*

Do you apprehend that the Receivers at the Out-Ports are put to anj -

xpense on account of the duties performed by them under tlie Sixpenny Office ?

I should think at some of the principal Ports they may make some additional

allowance to a Clerk, particularly at the Ports of Liverpool, Newcastle, Bristol,

and Sunderland.

Was the tirst Commissioner and Receiver of the Sixpenny Duty, whose sdary
ii only c.300 per annum, aware that the emoluments of the Deputy Receiver at

Liverpool amounted to upwards of one thousand pounds per annum, and he had

it in contemplation to reduce the commission ? Mr. Rashleigh was aware of it,

and he had it in contemplation to propose a reduction of the commission to the

Lords of the Admiralty.
In the accounts furnished to Greenwich Hospital, has there been any specifier-

tiou made of the amount of the commission allowed to the Receivers at the Out-

Ports, on the receipt of Dead Men's wages out of the Sixpenny Duty, or of tke

sums that have been repaid to the Hospital on that account ? No.

Why hare those transactions been kept from the knowledge of the Directorj

f Greenwich Hospital ? It has been customary to make all the payments te

Greenwich Hospital of the monies received by the Sixpenny Office, under tha

head of "
Sixpenny Duty;" and the Commissioners, being authorized by th

Admiralty to make this allowance out of the Sixpenny Duty, the balance ha

always been paid in under that head
;
and I never had any directions from the

Commissioners to make a detail of it.

How has the number of Seamen paying the Sixpenny Duty to Greenwich

Hospital (an account of which the Commissioners have furnished the Admiraltr

with annually) been ascertained ? It has been calculated from the gross amount

f money received.

In making such calculation, has not the amount of the moiety of Run Men'*

wages in the African Trade been included, and must not the account be therefor*

fallacious? It has been included, and the number is thereby over-rated.

Has the Sixpenny Office sued for any penalties during the forty -three years you

kave belonged to it ? No.
CHARLES EYE.

Chs. M. Pole.

J. Ford.

Henry Nicholh. -

Mr. Eves's Examination ; continued V7th July, 1803.

Why are the accounts of the Deputy Receives in England rode up to

ifferent periods '-The time for their accounting is generally
reckoned from the

different periods

e of their app

Would it not

to a given period ? Yes

time of their appointment.

Would it not be better that the accounts of all the Rece.vers should be ma*.

P
You have said in a former part of your evidence, that t e Deputy Recr,

ffiak e their remittances yearly,
half yearly,

and quarterly accord.ng to

,ountofthesums collected by them ; but we observe that the reee.pt. of .

Ports from which remittances are m,de annually,
exceed the rece.pt, of

where the re***.*, arc siadc quarterly ;
how long ,t a rem*.

those where the
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conduct of (hose abroad a considerable check has been established,

by the Board of Customs withholding the payment of their sala-

of the time of the Deputy Receivers making their remittances took plate ?

About the year 1766 or 1767.

Why have the Deputy Receivers in Ireland been permitted to he so much \m

rrear, particularly the Receiver for Gahvay, whose.average collection is stated

to amount to fifteen pounds per annum, and who does not appear to hvc
made any remittance since the 25th March, 1790 ? Repeated applications have

been made to Mr. Kinsey, the present principal Deputy Receiver, and tin

Honourable Sackville Hamilton, the former Receiver, but they have not beea

properly attended to.

Have any and what steps been taken by the Commissioners to enforce the pay-
ment and remittance of the Sixpenny Duty from Ireland ? None, but the appli-

cations I have before stated.

Has it appeared to the Commissioners that the principal Deputy Receiver*

for Ireland have done their utmost to enforce the collection of the duty, and that

they have made their remittances as regular as circumstances would allow ?

I do not think it has been properly attended to by the principal Deputy Receiver*

for Ireland.

CHARLES EVE.
Chs. M. Pole.

John Ford.

Henry Nicholls.

The further Examination of Mr. Charles Eve; taken upon Oath

the 9th of August, 1803.

What was the amount of the collection 'of the Sixpenny Duty for the Port of

Beaumaris for the year 1802?

The net collection at the following places, which are Member Ports of the Port

of Beaumaris, was as follows :

. *. d.

Conway 6 11

Caernarvon 6 9 4

Pulhelly 089
Holyhead 21 7

34 6
The Collector at Beaumaris has an allowance of 5 per cent,

for)
collecting the money from the Member Ports, which amounted V 1 14 3
to J

Making the collection in the Member Ports. .. 36 3$

TUe net collection for the Port of Beaumaris was 22 18 6

58 18 9i
The 12j per cent, commission on the collection of this money,
amounted to.. 8 8 4f

Making the. gross amount of the collection for the Port of

Eeaumaris .... ,.67 7 2j
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tics, unless they produce a certificate from the Commissioners of

the Sixpenny Office, that they have regularly accounted to them for

the monies received.

The allowance made to the Deputy Receivers for their trouble

in the collection is twelve and a half per cent. The Commissioners

have no authority for making this allowance, but it is reasonable to

suppose it was contained in their original instructions, which have

been lost ; as, by the records of the Office, the commission does not

appear to have been altered since the first institution.

The receipt of the Deputy Receivers in the West Indies and

America are checked by the Plantation Clerk in the Custom
House in London, for which an allowance is made to him of ten

per cent, upon the net amount of the collection ; and the Secretary

to the Commander in Chief at Newfoundland is employed to

receive the Sixpenny Duty collected by the Deputies there, upon
which he has an allowance of seven and a half per cent.

The commission of twelve and a half per cent, upon a small

receipt, may not be more than adequate to the trouble; but at

the principal Ports, where the collection is large, it amounts to

a sum very much beyond what we consider to be a reasonable com-

pensation.

Th following Ports appear, by the account annually laid before Parliament for

the year 1C01, to require the number of Men expressed against the name of each

to navigate the tonnage belonging to them
;
how has it happened that there has

been no money paid to Greenwich Hospital from those Ports, on account of tb

Sixpenny Duty ?

Cardiffe 81

Carlisle 76

Chichester 16~

Gweek 30

Looe 91

Maldon 462

Penryn 27

Preston 77

Scilly 27

Stockton '. 205

Woodbridge 123

Ther never has been any Receiver appointed at Cardifle, Carlisle, Scilly, nor

Gweek. There are Receivers at the other Ports, but no remittances were made

by them to the Sixpenny Office iu the year 1802.

CHARLES EVK.

Chs. M. Pole.

F.wan Law.

John Ford.

Henry Xicholls.

erroa, a
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The emolument derived by the Deputy Receiver at Lirerpoof
from the percentage allowances on the monies collected under th

direction of the Sixpenny Office, amounted in the year 1800 to the

um of one thousand and eighty-one pounds sixteen shillings and

tcnpence; and on an average of the last three years, to nine hun-

dred and seventy-seven pounds fourteen shillings and ninepence :

and as the commission on the receipt of the wages of Men dying in

the West India Trade, soon after the passing of the Act in 1797,
for the forfeiture of the same to the use of the Merchant Seamen's

Hospital, was reduced at the Ports of Liverpool and Bristol from

twelve and a half to five per cent., on account of the largeness of tha

emolument, we can sec no good reason why the commission on

the receipt of monies payable to Greenwich Hospital should hav*

been continued at twelve and a half per cent., particularly at

Liverpool.

We therefore recommend, (as no permanent percentage allow-

ance can be fixed, owing to the variation in the receipt of the dif-

ferent Ports,) that the rate of commission allowed the Deputy
Receivers be revised annually by the Commissioners, and such

alterations as they may judge necessary, submitted to the Lords of

the Admiralty for their directions. The percentage allowance so

granted, we think, ought not to exceed the sum of five hundred

pounds per annum to any one Receiver; and this, we trust, will be

deemed a fair and adequate compensation, especially when it is

considered, that this allowance is in addition to the emoluments

derived from appointments under the Board of Customs.

The Statutes of the 8th and 9th of William the Third, 10th og

Queen Anne, and 2d of George the Second, direct, That all and

every Master, Commander
?

or Owner of Merchants' Vessels,

liable to the duty of Sixpence per month payable to Greenwich

Hospital, shall be examined upon oath as to the Number, Rates,

Salaries, Wages, and times of Service, of all and every Person and

Persons belonging to- or serving in such Ships or Vessels; and

sufficient power is given by the Act to the Receiver or Receivers.,

or their Deputies, to administer the same.

Although the Commissioners, in their instructions to the Deputy

Receivers, direct this regulation to be adhered to, and furnish then*

with a form, in which the accounts of the Crews shall be rendered

by the Masters^ of which the following is a copy ; ?iz
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been an appearance of fraud, the Masters have been asked by the

Clerks if they could make oath to their accounts; but an oath has

never been administered, as the Clerks have no authority for that

purpose.

their hands of the monies they receive on account of Dead Men's wages? At

Liverpool, .about five hundred pounds ;
at Bristol, about one hundred pounds ;

and the other Ports hold all they collect until the distribution of the unclaimed

wages.

To whom are the remittances to the Sixpenny Office from the Deputy Receivers

on account of Dead Men's wages made ? To the- First Commissioner, being the

lleceiver.

Have the other Commissioners any cognizance of, or controul over, the re-

ceipts and payments of the wages of Men dying in the West India Trade ? r

None.

Have the payments of Dead Men's wages, since Mr. Ilashleigh's death, been

continued to be made to the Representatives ? Yes: at the time of Mr. Rashleigh's

death I had in my hands from four to five hundred pounds, out of which I have

made the payments.

"What duties have been performed by the several Commissioners of the Six-

penny Office ? The late First Commissioner, Mr. Rashleigh, was resident at the

Orfico, and when he was capable, used tc, perform the duties required of him 5

but during the last twelve months he was incapable of performing any duty, from

illness, and he died on the 17th of May last. The Second Commissioner or

Accountant, and the Third Commissioner or Comptroller, used to attend to sign

the quarterly and general accounts, and for no other purpose that I know of.

By whom has the business of the Office been principally conducted? By Mr.

Charles Eve, the Receiver's First Clerk.

Do you consider the appointments of the Commissioners to be sinecure* ?

From the duty that has been done by them they are little otherwise.

Who has performed the particular duties of the several Commissioners ?

Mr. Charles Eve has performed the duty of the First Commissioner, as First

Clerk to him. I have done the duty of Accountant or Second Commissioner ;

and the duty of the Comptroller has been performed by Mr. Eve and myself

jointly.

What Clerks have been actually employed in the Office for the last four

years ? Mr. Charles Eve, myself, and my Son, Mr. Charles Stanbridge, jun.

Have the duties of any of the Clerks been performed by Deputy ? The duty of

the Comptroller's Clerk, Mr. John Bryan, has been performed by Mr. Charle*

Eve and myself.

How has Mr. Bryan's salary been appropriated ? Mr. Eve received it, and

made me an allowance out of it of twenty-five pounds a year.

Who signed the receipts as vouchers for the payment of such salary ? -Mr.

Eve signed the receipts for Mr. Bryan, I think, and I used to witness them.

Was the salary of Mr. Bryan so appropriated with the knowledge of the Com-
missioners : It was by the knowledge of the First Commissioner.

What extra duties did you perform for the part you received ? It is the duty
f the Comptroller's Clerk to take an account of the receipts of the Port of

London, and to keep a set of books to check the Receiver. I kept the
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Hating required of the Commissioners a detailed account of the
establishment of the Office, with the amount of the annual receipt
of each individual, by salaries, fees, perquisites, and emoluments,
a statement was delivered to us, similar to that presented to th

Committee of Finance in 1797. In the column for fees was
written " No established Fees;" and in the column of " Total

Receipt of each Individual," the amount of the Salaries only was.

placed against each name, which would appear to have been

intended to convey an idea that no fees were taken; but on our

hook of the receipts of the Port of London, and the hill-book of the remittance*

from the Out-Ports
;
and Mr. Eve performed the remainder of the duty.

What accounts have been usually presented by Masters of Merchants' Vessels

and others, when they come to pay the Sixpenny Duty ? The Masters of Vessels

in the West India Trade generally bring an account of the Men, with the timei

of their entries and discharges ;
the Masters of Merchants' Vessels in other Trade*

state the number of hands only, and the time for which they mean to pay the

duly.

Have such .accounts been usually sworn to ? Xo : if there should be an ap-

pearance of fraud, they are asked if they can make oath to their accounts
; but

the oath has never been administered, as the Clerks have no authority for that

purpose.

By whom have the receipts for the Sixpenny Duty, and other monies payable

to Greenwich Hospital, been usually signed ? In the absence of Mr. Rasuleigh,

Mr. Charles Eve signed them for him, and he likewise signed them for the Comp-
troller. Blank receipts have lately been signed by the Receiver and Comptroller,

and left with Mr. Eve to fill up as occasion required.

What check has there been upon the receipts of the Receiver of the Sixpenny

Duty for the Port of London ? The established check should have been th

Comptroller ;
but his duty having been performed by Mr. Eve and myself, then*

has been no actual check : the accounts have, however, been examined annually

by us, with the assistance of the Receiver's Second Clerk.

Have the payments, as they were made, been regularly entered in the Comp-

troller's book, and by whom 'They have by me generally ;
but I have sometimes

entered them from the Receiver's book.

Have any, and what fees, been received by any person or persons belonging

to the Sixpenny Office? No fees for the Hospital Duty have been received by

any person but the Receiver's First Clerk, which are as follow : East Licliaiiifu

one ouinea; West Indiamen three shillings and sixpence to five shillings; other

Merchantmen generally two shillings; but some do not give anything. TLe

,fees arising from the receipts and payments of Dead Men's wages have been

divided between Mr. Eve and myself; and are generally, upon payments to the

Office by the Masters, two shillings and sixpence for their discharge ;
and tl

Executors and Administrators generally give two shillings aud sixpenc

receiving the money due to them, but in some cases more. The
genera^

,,f the fees I have received has been about thirty pounds a year. Upon the whole,

I have not. received from my situation in the Sixpenny Office above one hundrc

*ua thirty or forty pounds a year. Upon the distribution of the unclaimed
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inquiring -whether any fees, though not established, were received,

we discovered that certain fees were taken by the First Clerk from

Masters of Vessels paying the Sixpenny Duty, upon the plea of

dispatching their business, and also gratuities on the payment of

wages to the Representatives of Men djing in the West India

Trade, as well as for those forfeited to the Merchant Seamen's

Hospitals ; which, on an average of the last four years, have

amounted in the whole to about three hundred and ninety pounds

per annum.

a compliment was made to Mr. Eve by the Merchants' Hospital at London, of tea

guineas ;
and at Liverpool I believe the same.

Is there any examination made of the accounts furnished to Greenwich Hos-.

pital by the Receiver of the monies collected at the different Ports, previous to

the account being certified by the Accountant and Comptroller ? The account*

were in the first instance examined by Mr. Eve and myself, and afterwards by
Mr. Eiishkigh and Mr. Eve, and then the Accountant and Comptroller used to

sign them.

Are the deductions made from the Sixpenny Duty on account of the charge

of collection, stated in the accounts rendered to Greenwich Hospital? No.

Under what head is the money received at the Out-Ports, on account of the

jnoiety of Run Men's wages in the African Trade, paid into Greenwich Hospital ?

Under the head of the "
Sixpenny Duty."

Why has it not been paid in as arising from the moiety of Run Men's wages in

the African Trade ? I cannot say.

From what head of receipt is the commission on the collection of the wages of

Men dying in the West India Trade defrayed? From the receipt of the Sixpenny

Duty and the Rim Men's wages.

How arc such monies repaid to Greenwich Hospital ? They are deducted

from the unclaimed wages of Men dying in the West India Trade, previous to th

distribution to the Merchants' Hospitals.

Is there any specification in the accounts furnished to Greenwich Hospital of

the expense or the repayment of this money ? No, I believe not.

From what head of receipt are the salaries and incidental expenses of the

Sixpenny Office deducted ? They are deducted from the receipt of the Out-

Ports, I believe, to make the receipt of the Port of London appear more

important.

Can the Directors of Greenwich Hospital, by the accounts furnished them,

have any knowledge whatever of the increased revenue to the Hospital, arising

from the moiety of Run Men's wages in the African Trade collected at the Out-

Ports, or of the diminution of the reTenue occasioned by the payment of the

commission on Dead Men's wages out of the monies that ought to be paid to the

Hospital ? They can not.

CHARLES STANBRIDGE.
Chs. M. Pole.

John Ford.

Henry Nicholls*
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A Tour in Zealand in the Year 1803: icith an Historical Sketch
of the Battle of Copenhagen. % a NATIVE of DENMARK
8vo.

CHOUGH we have not hitherto been able tb attend, as we
could wish, to this department of our Chronicle, we hope now

to have an opportunity of returning to it, and more
particularly

in our next Volume. The following extract from a Tour in.

Zealand, as it gives an account of the Battle of Copenhagen by
a Dane, cannot fail of being interesting to our Readers

; and

may induce some of them to peruse the whole of the above-

mentioned amusing Work;

On the morning of March the 30th, about seven o'clock, the

thundering peals of Cronburg put an end to suspense. Very
shortly after, we could discern the Fleet, which approached ra-

pidly. The tremendous cannonading from the Fort gave us an
idea of what it might effect, if it could reach its object. HJg

Majesty of Sweden (who observed the passage of the Fleet from

Helsingborg,) appeared sensible of this ; and after the can-

nonading had ceased, dispatched an Officer to compliment th

Governor of Cronburg.
As the Gale was blowing fresh, the British soon advanced

within seven or eight miles of the City, where they came to an.

anchor. A Frigate, a Lugger, and a Brig, got rather nearer ; but

the Battery of the three Crowns, and the fire from the Block

Ships, compelled them to retire. The magnificence of this Spec-

tacle naturally left various impressions on our minds ; but whether

favourable or unfavourable, they were soon forgotten in the en-

thusiasm and unanimity which prevailed among all Classes. The

question was not, Who is the Enemy ? but, IVherz is the Enemy .
?

It was a moment of impending Danger ; the duty we owed our

Country, therefore, inspired us with only one' sentiment. The

noble spirit displayed by the Students at the Siege in 1658-60, was

equally conspicuous in their Successors ; who, with one hand and

one heart, associated themselves into a Corps of twelve hundred ;

while those Sons of the Muses, whom age and infirmity prevented

from rallying round the Standard of Patriotism, did all in their
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power to encourage and confirm so laudable an effort. Chamber-

lain Lindcnkrone sent a thousand dollars to the aid of those Stu-

dents whose private means were unequal to the expense of their

public duties.

The first and second days passed quietly over
;
but on the morn-

ing of April 1st, we could perceive an unusual bustle among the

English Shipping. Some Frigates and lighter Vessels got under

weigh, and were employed in Sounding. Towards evening, twelve

Sail of the Line, all the Frigates, and most of the smaller Vessels,

weighed ;
and with a northern breeze passed through the Hol-

lander Deep. Admiral Parker, with eight Sail of the Line, and

two small Vessels, preserved his Station ; while Admiral Nelson

anchored, with his Division, beyond the fire of our outermost

Ships.

Conjecture was now at an end. A change of Wind to the south-

ward would enable Lord Nelson to bear down with his Division;

and we anxiously awaited the awful moment. Our Ships were

moored with four anchors, and manned, indiscriminately, by peo-

ple of all descriptions, hastily collected for the present emergency :

they had been constantly on the alert during the former two

nights, a third was now added to their fatigue ; and when it re-

considered, that these people were unacquainted with the exercise

of great guns ; that they were all day employed in practising, and

all night in watching ; the compliment paid them by Mr. Barden-

fleth, First Lieutenant on board the Charlotte Amelia, in his pro-

fessional account of the Battle, will not be deemed superfluous.

He says,
" The spirit which animated all hands on board, and

not their real strength, enabled them to perform what they did.'*

The morning of April 2d dawned, and the Wind blowing

southerly, our Commodore made a Signal for the whole Line to

lay their broadside to the Enemy.
Between nine and ten, both Divisions of the British weighed ;

and our Commodore hoisted the Flag of Defiance from the Dan-

brog. Admiral Parker, with the zeal that is characteristic of a

British Seaman, beat up against Wind and Current, towards the

Battery of the Three Crowns, proposing to awe our Ships in the

inner Roads, while the Hero of the Nile bore right down upo
our Line.

The Edgar led the British Van, advancing in a most gallant

style against the Proeresteen, 58 guns, which opened her fire

on the former, five minutes after ten. The Vagrien, 50 guns,
then poured in a broadside, just as the Edgar was upon the tack
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to take her Station
; a second broadside was discharged from the

Proevesteen, when the whole of the British Line gained rapidly on
ours : in a few minutes two-third parts of our Ships were in

Action. As our Line was not broken, only one half of the Force
on either side was consequently engaged;

Our foremost Ship, the Proevesteen, was exposed, during the

whole of the Action, to the fire of the Polyphemus, of 64 guns,
the Russel, and the Bellona, which two latter Ships run aground
at the commencement of the Battle

;
but this misfortune, (as Lord

Nelson observed,) did not impede their. Service. The Proevesteen

was, at the same time, raked by la Desiree, of 40 guns, and a

Gun-brig.
Great as was the distinction which Commodore Fischer, in his

report, conform! on the Proevesteen and her gallant Captain Las-

sen, "notwithstanding my high sense of Danish bravery, it was

heightened by the conduct of the Proevesteen, which continued to

fight till all her guns were dismounted," the compliment of Lord

Kelson is in my opinion
*

greater.
a

Captain lliisbrigh stood, on this occasion, as undaunted upon
the quarter-deck of the Vagrien, as when a Lieutenant on board

the Formidable, under the gallant Rodney, on the 12th April,

1782. For England he assisted to acquire glory and success; for

Denmark he obtained only the former." I

Soon after eleven o'clock the Danbrog, 64 guns, Captain

Braun, took fire, which compelled Commodore Fischer to shift

his broad Pendant to the Holstein ;
but Braun continued to fight

her till he lost his right hand. Captain Lemning succeeded in the

Command
;
and although the flames blazed around them, threaten-

ing immediate destruction, the Danbrog maintained her fire, till the

close of the Engagement, against her powerful adversary the

Glatton
;
which latter mounted 68 pound carronades on her lower

deck.

NVhen Commodore Fischer, famed for the coolness and perspi-

cuity of his judgment in the hour of trial, left the Danbrog, the

Battle raged with the utmost fury. The British finding that our

foremost Ships were far from slackening their fire, now extended

their Line, and at noon all our Ships, as well as the Battery, wcr

strenuously engaged in the awful Contest.

* Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, being subdued, which is expected to happen at an early

period, the Isis and Agamemnon are to cut their cables, and immediately make

Sail, and take their station ahead of the Folyphemu*. in order to support that

part of the Line.

19at). <{>ren. ffioI.XIIt. o a o
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C.sn!ain Thura, of the Infoedsretten, 64 guns, fell at the begin-

ning of the Action ;
and all the Subaltern Officers were cither

killed or wounded, except a Lieutenant and a Marine Officer.

Jn this state of confusion, the Colours were, by accident, struck.

The British, however, made no attempt to board the Infocdsretten,

she being rather dangerously moored athwart our Battery. A
Boat was dispatched from the Ship to can-} the tidings of her Com-
mander's death to the Prince Royal, who had from the dawn of

day taken his station upon a Battery. Here, amid showers of

shells and cannon balls, Frederick, the wise, the good, and the

brave, superintended, calmly and actively, for the assistance of the

SMps engaged. By showing how a Prince ought to meet danger,

he taught others to despise it.

When the Prince received the message from the Infocdsretten,

he turned round, and with an air that gave confidence to all about

him, said,
u

Gentlemen, Thura if killed ; zcho of you icill take

the Command ?" " I Mill," replied Mr. Schroedcrsee, in a feeble

voice, and hastened eagerly on board. This Gentleman had been

a Captain in the Navy ;
but on account of ill health had lately re-

signed. The hour of necessity seemed to invigorate his wasted

form, and in hopes to serve his Country, he forgot his want of

strength. ^
The Crew seeing a new Commander coming alongside, hoisted

their Colours and fired a broadside. When he came on deck he

found great numbers killed and wounded ; and therefore in-

stantly called to those that had rowed him to get quickly on board.

It was his last effort ; a ball struck him, and Schroedersee was no

more ! Mr. Nissen, a Lieutenant in the Navy, who attended this

gallant Tar to his noble fate, next took the Command, and con-

tinued to fight the Ship for the remainder of the day.

The Engagement had now lasted upwards of three hours, with-

out any glimpse of Victory on either side. A determined perse-

verance appeared to inflame both Parties. Our Line steadfastly

preserved its original position, and every Ship maintained its sta-

tion except the Rendsbrog Prame, which drove ashore, her

cables having been shot away at the commencement of the Attack ;

and the LTen, a Repeating Sloop of War, which had sheered olf

a little after twelve, her masts being very materially damaged.

When the British Fleet first boro dowu upon us, the eleven Gun-

boats retired.

About. tMro o'clock the fire from the respective Fleets abated

onsiderably, and our Ships appeared very much disabled. Tlw
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damage sustained by the British was apparently trivial, from our

Ships having constantly directed their fire at the Enemy's hulls.

This was undoubtedly the slowest method of disabling an adver-

sary ; yet it was the surest; and certainly is, at all events, pre-
ferable to chance.

Considering the exposed situation of our Men on board, it was
a matter of real surprise, that so few, comparatively, suffered

from the immense quantity of shot which had been poured in,

upon them.

Had every ball that struck our masts wounded our hulls, there

would, in all probability, have been no Prisoners of War.
At two o'clock the Nyeborg Frame having her main, mizen-

masts, Bowsprit, and foretop-mast shot away, and the Captain per-

ceiving her almost ready to sink, ordered the cables to be cut, and
the foresail to be set, that they miglit steer for the inner Roads.

As he passed the Line he descried the Aggershuus, a Vessel of the

same description as his own, in the most miserable plight; her

masts having all gone by the board, and the hull on the eve of

sinking. Captain Rothe showed himself a true Seaman) who not.

only meets his own danger, but also cheerfully shares in that of

others. Having made fast a cable from his stern to the stern ( f

the Aggershuus, he towed her off; and thus obtained as glorious a

triumph as if he had come in with an Enemy's Ship.

Soon after two o'clock, Commodore Fischer removed his broad

Pendant from the Hoi stein to the Battery of the Three Crowns,
whence he commanded during the latter part of the Engagement.

At this moment Lieutenant Lillienskiold finding his Ship, the

Hielpercn, surrounded by a superior force, cut his cables, and

brought her safe into the inner Roads. Mr. Lillien.ikiold was m>O

stranger to the business of the day; he Lad. in the year 1799, fought

in the AVest Indies with a Privateer
;
and both contended so obsti-

nately, that they were obliged to separate for want of poAvder.

Last, though not least, is Mr. Viilemoes, a Second Lieutenancy

who commanded the floating Battery, No. 1. Much has been

said about his skill in manoeuvring his Raft, which consisted merely

of a number of beams nailed together : on them a ilooring was laid

to support the guns. It was square with breast work, full of port

holes, and without masts. I shall not take upon myself to argue

how far it were possible to manage such a log; but merely say, the

manner in which Viilemoes manoeuvred his guns, and ultimately

saved his Raft, attracted the notice of Lord Nelson, whose Ship

lay for some time opposite the floating Battery. That Admiral is

said, in the handsomest manner, to have noticed to the Prince
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Royal, how much the Country, on future occasions, might fairljr

expect from the abilities of young Villemoes. This trait of his

Lordship I consider as a never failing flower in the wreath which

military talents and success have twined around his brows.

At half past two our fire had nearly subsided ; but the Rutland,
the last Ship that returned the Enemy's shot, was still engaged, as

was the Proeyesteen. However, the Three Crowns had just

opened its Batteries with a dreadful effect, when the white Flag was

unfurled from Lord Nelson's main-top.

An English Boat, with a Flag of Truce, came alongside the

Elephant ;
the Captain of which sent an Officer in his Boat to

accompany it on Shore. The Battery, in the mean time, kept up
a heavy cannonade, as did the Elephant. As the Wind had been

south south-west, south, and south-east, the whole day, with a

strong Current, Admiral Parker's Division advanced but very

little; insomuch, that a broadside from the Ramiliics, a 74, (his

foremost Ship,) fell very short of the Battery.

The Flag of Truce having delivered a dispatch to the Prince

Royal, returned; and soon afterwards orders were sent to the

Commander of the Battery to cease firing ; their guns had, in the

interval, been pointed with the utmost effect on the Monarch and

Ganges, which Ships .were awkwardly situated on the Shoal of

the Battery.

Two Flags were then dispatched from Shore, to Admirals Par-

ker and Nelson; while the British took possession of eleven of

Our Ships.

In the course of the forenoon Admiral Nelson came in his Barge
into the inner Roads, and went on board of the Denmark, where

he partook of some refreshment, and then proceeded ashore. On
his landing he was received by the people neither with acclama-

tions nor with murmurs; they did not degrade themselves with the

former, nor disgrace themselves with the latter. The Admiral

was received as one brave Enemy ever ought to receive another-

he Avas received with respect. A carriage was provided for his

Lordship, which he however declined, and walked amidst an

jmmense crowd of persons anxious to catch a glimpse of the British

Hero, to the Palace of the Prince Royal. After dinner the

Admiral was introduced to the Prince, and the negociation com.

menced. The next day his Lordship came again on Shore, and
dined with the Prince Royal, as he did frequently till the nmth of

April, when the Armistice was finally concluded.

On one of his visits to Copenhagen, Lord Nelson inspected our

Naval Academy; to which he, in a manner highly honourable tq
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himself and to us, presented some gold medals of value, to be
distributed among the most skilful of the Midshipmen.

The Narrative of a Voyage ofDiscovery, performed in His Mujes*

ttfs Vessel the LADY NELSON, of Sixty Tons Burthen, teifh

Sliding Keelx, in the Years 1800, 1801, and 1802, to New
South IVaies. By JAMES GRANT, Lieutenant in tlie Royal
JV'arj/, 4-c.

[Continued from page 206.]

TC'ROM the smallness of the Lady Nelson, the general appella-

tion which she received in the River was that of His Majesty's

Tinder Box; and, from the circumstance of this little Vessel

being destined for so long a Voyage, Mr. Grant had frequently

the pain of hearing unpleasant remarks, and was at times sub-

jected to more serious inconveniences. In January 1800,

however, His Majesty's Tinder Box sailed from the Thames
;

;aud in the month of July following she arrived safely at the

Cape of Good Hope.

On the 18th of June, about six weeks after sailing from

St. Jago, a circumstance occurred, 'which Mr. Grant thus

relates :

On the 18th we had a very heavy Sea, with the Wind as yes-

terday. By observation at noon, we were in lat. 31 13' S., long,

per account, 1 1 48' W. We were often obliged this day to throw

the Vessel before the Sea, as it followed us, and rose more perpen-

dicular than 1 had observed before. About five P.M. my atten-

tion was excited by a more than ordinary motion of the Vessel.

On my reaching the deck, I found no more Wind than we had all

day, but the Sea was running very hollow, and breaking at times.

On asking the Mate, who had the watch, how long it was since the

Sea had got up? He answered, about ten minutes, when it rose

and broke about half a cable length from the Vessel on the star-

board bow. It appeared to me so much like a break, that I

believed the bottom could be at no great depth. Both of us were

so much surprised, that, without speaking a word, I went and took

the sails in to heave the Vessel to, and put the deep Sea-lead over,

but had no soundings with one hundred and twenty fathoms line

put. I saw the Sea^ break twice as we passed it,
one Sea following
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the other; but as we were going six knots, and the Sea very high,

1 could only observe it rise, while tile Vessel was rounding to,

higher on that spot than the place we were on. From the

ditferent form of the Sea, together with the manner in which it
'

broke, I. think there must be some ground at no great depth in

this spot; for it did not gradually rise into a heavy long swell, and

break at top, as it had done all day, hr.t was lifted suddenly up

perpendicular, throwing itself forward, and doubling over as it fell

into an immense column of water, breaking in a very heavy surge.

There is little doubt, if we had been in it, that it would have

overwhelmed us as it fell; so that more owing to chance than good

management we escaped. The Sea we had been going through all

day, when in the hollow of it, was much higher than our mast

bead, so that we had no great scope in view; but no inconveniency

was felt, as it was long, regular, and heavy, admitting the Vessel

to remain on the top of it some time before it rolled from under

ter : but these breakers were of a very different nature. I observed

before, that it wras the sudden motion of the Vessel w hich brought,

me on deck ; but as soon as she was hove to, we found ourselves

in the state we had been in all day. After laying to about an hour,

we bore up. In the chart prefixed to the East India Directory,

some breakers seen by Captain Smith are laid down in the same

latitude we were in at nooli this day; but judging myself to the

east of them, and having a powerful swell from the N. W., with a

strong W. S. W. Gale, steering S. E. half S. with the addition of

sometimes being obliged to throw the Vessel farther off to the E.

to avoid the break at the top of the Sea at times, I did not appre-

hend falling in with them, as laid down by him in 13" W. Whe-
ther these be the same or not, or whether there is any ground,

(though I have no doubt there is.) yet it will be some satisfaction

to Seamen to know, that they may guard against them. The

latitude so nearly corresponds, that I have every reason to believe

them the same. On my arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, I

seized the first opportunity to transmit an account of them to

Europe, with my opinion. I before remarked the latitude and

longitude at noon ; from which,- until we fell in with these breakers,
we had run thirty-two miles S. E., half S. by compass. On the

IQth the variation was observed to be 11 30' W., and on the 20th

14* W. I allowed the variation to be about 12? 15' W. when we
saw those breakers.

The Lady Nelson sailed from the Cape of Good Hope i

October; and in December she arrived at New South Wales.
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The Harbour of Port Jackson, and Paramatta, arc thus

described by Mr. Grant :

To the stranger the Harhour of Port Jackson appears pleasingand
picturesque, as he advances up it to the Town. A small

Island with a house on
it, named Garden Island, (which afterwards

became my residence,) enriches the view. On the main is Wai-
moola, so named by the Natives ; a rural

situation, where Mr
Palmer, the Commissary, has built a large and commodious

house,"and bestowed much labour in cultivating the land round it. Such
a house in so young a Colony excites a degree of surprise in a iu-w
comer. The Town of Sidney is much larger and more respectable
than can be imagined, considering the time it has been built H The
streets are by order made broad and strait; each house is generally
separated from the adjoining ones, (an excellent regulation in case
of fire) ; few or any are without gardens, and many of the houses
are large and commodious. When I landed I found that the heavy-
rain, which I had experienced some days before, had been equally
felt here. The Hawkesbury River had been swelled almost

instantaneously, to the great annoyance of the Settlers
'

on its

Banks. Various were the causes assigned for the rapid increas*
of water: some supposed it owing to thp bursting of a cloud in

the mountains, which hurried the water down the level Country ;

others to the overflowing of a lake or morass, which augmented
the currents of all the neighbouring Rivers, for that of Paramatta
had also overflown its banks to a very great height, as I afterwards

was shown by Dr. Thompson, now a Resident Colonial Surgeon,
as almost to be supposed impassable.

Paramatta, which is the name given by the Natives to what was

at first called Rose Hill, is a very pretty Village; and from what I

can judge, much preferable in point of soil to Sidney* Th
Government House stands at the end of a street, nearly an English
mile in length, making a very fine appearance. There is an

excellent garden adjoining to it, well stocked with vegetables and

fruit trees
; amongst which the peach and fig were large and fine.

All the houses had gardens to them well cultivated, the soil of

which is good. The Rev. Mr. Marsden, Clergyman to the Colony,'
has his residence here. That Gentleman, while I was here, was

indefatigable in superintending the building of a small neat church.

The first that was erected was at Sidney, but it was unfortunately

burnt down ; Divine Service was therefore obliged to be performed

in a Store cleared out for the purpose in that Town : but as from
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its excellent Harbour and increase of houses and population it wirf

always remain the seat of Government, the Church will, no doubtf

be rebuilt in a durable manner.

The houses of the Convicts in general are constructed with

wattles, covered with shingles, and plaistered inside and ont with

clay, over which they put a coat of lime, burnt from shells, giving

them a very neat and clean appearance. It is seldom that two

families inhabit one dwelling, therefore etery Man becomes abso-

lutely Master of his house, and when he can afford it he weather-

boards and paints it. In the smallest dwellings I entered I never"

saw less than two apartments. Many houses are constructed with

bricks, and as well finished to the eye as European buildings : in

such tfie apartments are numerous. In short
; from the very com-

fortable manner these people are lodged, (much more so than thff

poorer soft in England,) I cannot avoid remarking, that it no-

doubt his a tendency to promote the great degree of health and

flow of spirits I observed them possessed of, and readily accounts

for many wishing to remain, whose years of banishment have

expired.

The principal object of the Lady Nelson's Voyage was to sail

through aiid make a purvey of the Straits, deservedly called

Bass's Straits, after Mr. George Bass, late Surgeon to His

Majesty's Ship Reliance, that Gentleman having first entered

them in a Whale-boat to the eastward, and discovered a Harbour

to the westward of Wilsons Promontory, which he named,

from its relative situation, Western Port. Mr. Grant was com-

pletely successful in his undertaking, as it appears to have been

reserved for the Lady Nelson most accurately to ascertain the

extent of the Straits, she sailing along the land nearly four

degrees to the westward of Western Port, discovering various

Islands and Rocks in her passage.

As Lieutenant Grant remained at New South Wales for some

mouths, employed in surveying the Coast, &c., he had frequent

opportunities of seeing and conversing with the Natives ; of one

of whom he gives the following account :

On the 23d of May, 1801, Mr. Barreillier and the Second Mate
went on Shore, and in the woods met w ith a Native, whom they
conducted on board the Vessel. He was an elderly Man, of the

class termed here Bush Natives, who are considered as an inferior
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tribe by the inhabitants of the Sea Coast. This Man's legs and
arms bore no proportion in length to the rest of his body, and the

manner of ascending the Ship's ladder was remarkable, and plainly

proved he was much accustomed to climbing. His method was to

stretch out his arms as far as he could reach, and then bring his

feet to the same place with a jerk. His language was unintelligible
to all on board, and the sounds he uttered strangely dissonant and

uncouth, having however something plaintive, but without the

least similitude of speech. He had the whole of his front teeth

perfect, contrary to the usage of the other Natives of New

Holland, Avho cause one of the incisors of the upper jaw to be

eradicated at an early period of their lives. Of this custom Mr.

Collins lias given a particular account in his work relating to the

manners and customs of the New Hollanders. This Man could by
no means be persuaded to eat or drink with us. I offered him

sugar, supposing, as the Bush Natives live much on wild honey, it

might prove acceptable. I was on the point of putting him on

Shore, as he seemed so averse to partake of our food, and was

Otherwise so far from docility, when he espied a crow of the carrion

species; which one of my people had shot: this he seemed to

express a longing desire for, and on its being presented to him, he

went with it to the galley fire, and heating it a little, devoured it

greedily, entrails and all. On his going ou Shore, Colonel

Paterson gave him a tomahawk, which he took, and appeared to

know readily how to use it : however, he did not seem to have any

name to give it, which was what we endeavoured to make him

express ; but placing it under his arm, went off with it. The Crew

of the Boat in which we were conveyed on Shore, willing to have

a proof of his dexterity in the use of his new acquisition, pointed at

a tree, as if they wished to see him climb it. He readily under-

stood them, and making a notch in the tree with his instrument,

placed his foot into it, continuing the same practice ;
thus hu very

nimbly ascended to the top, though the tree was of a great thick-

ness, and without branches that could assist him in the ascent, to

the height of forty feet. From this tree he removed to another,

by which he descended, and passing hastily through the bushes,

was soon out of their sight. The Natives have hatchets of their

own, formed with sharp stones, and which they me lor the sam<

purpose; and I have indeed remarked, that many of their trees

notched. Colonel Paterson, whose long residence in New Holland,

and curiosity of observation, have enabled him to deride upo,

questions
of this nature, declared that he never met a Native who

* * *
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differed so widely from the rest of the New Hollanders. It will

probably appear to my readers that we have as yet but an

imperfect knowledge of the natural productions of the neighbour-
hood of Sidney, and of its aboriginal inhabitants. This Man

appeared in a state of perfect nakedness, and was without the mark
of the ornament described by Colonel Collins, of a stick thrust

through the cartilage of the nose, of which he bore no mark. As
there is thought to be a chain in Creation, beginning with the

Brute and ending with Man; were I inclined to pursue the notion,

I should be at a loss where to place my Bush Native, whether as

the next link above the monkey, or that below it.

Having accomplished every purpose of his Voyage, and

having met with certain mortifications and disappointments in

the Country, Mr. Grant left the Lady Nelson under the care of

Governor King, and took his passage for England, in the Anna

Josepha, Whaler, where he arrived in 180(2. His nautical

observations will be found a valuable acquisition to those who

may in future follow the track of the Lady Nelson.

^^^~

PLATE CLXXX.

THE HYDROGRAPHER, (Xo. 1.)

CONSISTING OF A SERIES OF ISLANDS, HAllBOVHS, AND BATS,
FROM DRAWINGS BY AARON ARUOWSMITH.

IT the suggestion of many of our Friends, and with the kind

assistance of Mr. Arrowsmith, we intend occasionally to in,

trodnce such Portions of Hydrography as will correct the errors

that have long existed in former Maps and Charts. Mr. Arrow-

smith has favoured us with all the French West India Islands, on
three Plates ; the first of which, Martinico, wo now insert. The

beauty and accuracy of the Engraving speak s:i!licirntly for

themselves.

We have at different times, in the course of our Chronicle, had

occasion to speak of this valuable Island; and we lately published
a View of the celebrated Diamond Hock, (Vol. IX, p. '201,)

from a Drawing by Mr. Pocock : a detailed account of which, in,

A letter from an enthusiastic admirer of the adjacent Scenery,

appeared (Vol. XII, p. 205.) Martinico was attacked by the?

English in 1693, 1703, and 1759; (sec Vol. II. p. 439, in Com,
modore Sir John Mooru's Biographical Memoir) ;

was taken by
Rodney in 1762, (Vol. I, p. 3C3) ; and by Sir John Jervis
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and Sir C. Grey, in 1794. (Vol. IV, p. 13.) In all of these

references our Headers will find accounts of different parts of the

Island.

According to Raynall, (Vol. VI, page 7,) when the exhausted

French West India Company put their Possessions up to Auc-

tion, Mons. Duparquet, in 1C 50, paid for Martinico, St. Lucia,

Granada, and the Granadines, only sixty thousand livres, or

.2,500 ! ! Guadaloupe, Marigalante, and the Island called

the Saints, had been purchased in 1649 by Mons. Boisseret

for .3,041 13s. 4d. Colbert afterwards redeemed Martinico

for .5,000; Guadaloupe, and its dependent Islands, for

.5,208 6s. 8d.
;

and Granada for .4,166 13s. 4d. The
French first settled here in 1635 under Desnambuc, the Chief of

those enterprising Mariners, who sailed towards the Caribbee

Islands in 1625, with the idea of raising there an independent
State : and the sole Founders of this new Colony consisted of

only one hundred Men.

Martinico, called originally by the Natives Madanina, and by
the French Martinique, is about sixty miles long, and its unequal

breadth scarcely any where exceeds twenty miles. Its latitude

at the N.AV. part is 14 51' north, and longitude 61 26' west.

At the S.W. part the latitude is 14 24' north, and longitude
61 2' west. And at Fort Royal the latitude is 14 36' north,

and longitude 61 9' Avest.

The Island is very uneven, and intersected in all parts by

Mountains, which are marked in the Plate. It is divided, as all

the Caribbees are, into Cabes-terre and Basse-terre. The for-

mer being on the windward side of the Island, is continually in-

dented by deep Bays, which the French call Cul de Sacs : froni

these Ports numbers of Privateers are fitted out; and it is incre-

dible to think what a number of Prizes they carry in, where they

are sure of protection, as all the Bays are well protected with

Batteries. As there are little Towns at all these Harbours, they

never want People sufficient to work their guns. The two prin-

cipal places in Bassc-terre are, St. Pierre and Fort Royal. The

whole Island is divided into twenty-one Parishes.

The principal Harbour is Port Royal, or Cul de Sac Royal,

which is large and open, and the entrance free from Rocks. The

most considerable Town in the Island, or indeed in any of the

Caribbees, is that of St. Pierre, situated in a fine open Bay, on

the leewardmost part of the Island. Viewed from the Sea, it ap-

pears seated at the foot of a steep Mountain. All the Ships loaded

with the French West India produce, are obliged to repair to St.
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Pierre, and clear out, where the Captain-General of all the French

Caribbee Islands resides, with all the Royal Courts and Officers ;

owing to which, all the produce of their Colonies becomes blended

under the name of Martinique.

Tht: Settlers under Desnambuc, at first confined themselves to

the culture of Tobacco and Cotton, to which they soon added the

Arnotto and Indigo : that of Sugar was not begun until about

1650. About ten years afterwards, Benjamin Dacosta, a Jew,
first planted some Cocoa Trees. In 1727, all the Cocoa Plan-

tations perished ; when, amidst the consternation that prevailed,

the Cofliee Tree was first proposed. The French Ministry had

received two of these Trees, as a present from the Dutch, which were

carefully preserved in the King's Botanical Garden. Two Shoots

were taken from these in the year 1726, and entrusted to Mons.

Desclieux, who carried them over. The Ship was greatly dis-

tressed during the passage for water, and that Gentleman shared

with his young Trees the portion that was allotted to him : by
which means his valuable trust was preserved. His zeal was well

rewarded.

The produce ofMartinico in 1775 sold for about .790,665 : 11:9

but of this a little more than .a quarter belonged to St. Lucia and

Guadaloupe, which had sent part of their growth to Martinico.

jpafcal pomp,
Bright-ey'd Fancy hovering o'er,

Scatters from her pictured Urn

Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn !

THE SAILOR.
AN ELEGY.

BY SAMUEL ROGERS, ESQ.

'TPlIE Sailor sighs as sinks his native Shore,

As all its lessening turrets bluely fade ;

He climbs the mast to feast his eye once more,
And busy fancy fondly lends her aid.

Ah ! now, each dear domestic scene he knew,
Recall'd and cherish'd in a foreign clime,

Charms with the magic of a moonlight-view,

Its colours mellow'd, not impair'd by time.

True as the needle, homeward points his heart,

Through all the horrors of the stormy Main ;

Thjs, the last wish with which its warmth could part,

To meet the smile of her he loves again.
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When Morn first faintly draws her silver line,

Or Eve's gray cloud descends to drink the wave ;

When Sea and Sky in midnight darkness join,

Still, still he views the parting look she gave.

Her gentle spirit, lightly hovering o'er,

Attends his little Bark from Pole to Pole;
And when the beating Billows round him roar,

Whispers sweet hope to sooth his troubled sou!.

Carv'd is her name in many a spicy grove,
In many a plantain-forest, waving wide

;

Where dusky youths in painted plumage rove,

And giant palms o'er-arch the yellow tide.

But lo ! at last he comes with crowded sail !

Lo, o'er the Clilf what eager figures bend!

And hark, what mingled murmurs swell the Gale!

In each he hf.ars the welcome of a friend.

'Tis she, 'tis she herself! she waves her hand!

Soon is the anchor cast, the canvass furl'd
;

Soon through the whitening Surge he springs to land.

And clasps the Maid he singled from the World.

NAVAL BALLAD.
BY SAVILLE CAREY.

LIFE'S
like a Ship in constant motion,

Sometimes high and sometime* low.

Where ev'ry one must brave the Ocean,

Whatsoever Wind may blow :

If unassail'd by squall or shower,

Wafted by the gentle Gales,

Let's not lose the fav'ring hour,

While success attends our sails,

Or, if the wayward Winds should bluster,

Let us not give way to fear ;

But let us all our patience muster,

And learn, from reason, how to steer.

Let judgment keep you ever steady,

'Tis a ballast never fails ;

Should dangers rise, be ever ready

To manage well the swelling sails.
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Trust not too much your own opinion
While your Vessel's under weigh;

Let good example bear dominion,

That's a compass will not stray.

\Vhen thund'ring tempests make you shudder,

Or Boreas on the surface rails,

. Let good discretion guide the rudder,

And Providence attend the sails.

Then, when you're safe from danger riding,

In some welcome Port or Bay,

Hope be the anchor you confide in,

And care awhile enslumbcr'd lay :

Or, when each cairn's with liquor flowing,

And good fellowship prevails,

Let each true heart, with rapture glowing,

Drink ' Success unto our Sails.'

COLUMBUS, AND THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.
(FROM CAREY'S ' REIGN OF FANCY,')

"Oj.T'HAT,
when the daring scheme Columbus plann'd,

Drew the warm wish, the generous purpose fann'd :

What, though he left Iberia far behind,

Bade the heart dance to rapture unconlin'd ;

When faded from his sight Canary's Shores,

And the white Surge that washes the Azores,

For many a long day forc'd his course to keep,

And many a long night linger on the deep,

And still no object met th' inquiring eye,

Save one wide YI aste of water and the sky.
But when the magnet, guide-star of the soul,

Swerv'd from the path, and wauder'd from the pole,
And Nature secm'd from Nature to depart,
What terrors took. possession of the heart!

Then came Philosophy, with aspect sage,

And bade their jarring discords cease to rage j

And still, at evening's melancholy close,

What hopes, what golden expectations rose,

When many a mountain cliif they seem'd to spy,
And fairy forest waving to the sky !

And, as they lied before the morning ray,

How rose their fears, how died those hopes away I

So melt the joys that promise still to bless,

So fly the enchanted Shores of happiness !
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The day was fix'd, the Sun's last splendours shone

Strange lustre play'd around his setting throne,

They hail'd the friendly presage with delight,
The morning gave new worlds to bless their sight:
What joys, what raptures did ye then dispense,
Ye Isles of fragrance ! to the ravish'd sense !

Then did your fields their richest charms unfold,
Your rills of Amber, and your streams of Gold;
Then did your Groves their fairest liv'ry wear,
And Freedom smil'd upon the vernal year,

'Tis thus our expectations swell the sail,

Life is the Sea, and Passion is the Gale ;

Long tempest-tost upon the wide expanse,
In Joy's wild chase and Hope's delusive trance,
The wish goes forth, nor finds whereon to rest,

And dove-like seeks again the shelt'ring breast;

And many a joy and fancied bliss appears,

But to dissolve like dreams of earlier years.

The Sun goes down
; then, sent to sooth and save,

The day dawns on the midnight of the grave !

" Awake 1 arise! and see the skies unroll'd,

And all the flowers of Paradise unfold ;

Shake off the leaden slumbers of thy rest,

And hear the mingled anthems of the Blest."

The trumpet sounds, the curtain is unfurl'd,

The spirit wakes. and lo I another world.

On the Gallant Exploit of LIEUTENANT YEO.

ARE
Britons united, they still shall be free,

Though their Vessel be tost on a boisterous Sea;

All Dangers surmounting, the Tempest they'll weather,

By a long Pull, a strong Pull, and Pull altogether:

Then while the Waves roar, and the Hurricanes blow,

Let us all lend a hand, with a hearty Ico, Yco !

NAVAL BALLAD.

A SAIL on our lee-bow appears,

She looms like a French Mar, of War,
Then pipe up all hands, my brave Tars,

And cheerly for chasing prepare.

Set ea,ch Sail that will draw, ease your reefs and be mute,

Mind how you steer,

Don't let her veer,

I
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She'll lose way if she yare,
So steadily down on your Enemy bear,

And give her a British salute.

But now see her top-sails aback,
She seems making ready to fight ;

Up hammocks ! down chests ! clear the deck I

And see all your matches alight !

Now splice the main-brace and to quarters away !

Stand every one

True to his gun,
'Till the Battle be done,

We soon shall compel them to fight, sink, or run !

Huzza ! for Old England ! huzza !

PLATE CLXXXI.
THE FRONTISPIECE TO VOLUME XIII.

HPHIS Engraving is a correct, representation of the Monument
which has been recently opened for public inspection in West-

minster Abbey, to the memory of Captain James Montagu, who
fell in the glorious Action of the 1st of June, 1791*. On that

memorable day he commanded the Montague, of 74 guns, and

nobly sealed with his blood a Victory which, to the remotest

periods, will reflect a signal Instre on the Arms of Britain.

For this specimen of national sculpture, which has been erected,

by a grateful Country, to the memory of a departed Hero, the

Artist i is said to have received the liberal compensation of 3,500

guineas.

On a circular pedestal stands a colossal figure of Captain

Montagu, in the British Naval Uniform
;

behind which, rising

from a Globe, is the figure of Victory, preparing to place a wreath

of laurel on his head. At the base are two lions of proportionate

size. On the front of the pedestal is a representation, in alto,

relief, of the Engagement of the 1st of June; and at the back

are two figures, -in bold relief, deploring the loss of the deceased

Officer.

The extreme height of the Monument, which is conceived and

executed in a superior style of elegance, is upwards of twenty
feet.

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. 1, page 20, et scq. This Monument is placed

exactly opposite to that which commemorates the death of the Captains Harvey
and Hutt, a description of which will be found in the Eleventh Volume oi tlio

Naval Chronicle, page 363.

t Jbhn Flaxman, Esq., R.A.
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METHOD
RECOMMENDED BY

DR. H A W E S,
FOR RESTORING TO LIFE TBE APPARENTLY DEAD.

The greatest exertions should be used to take out the Body before the elapse ofmt
hour, and the rtsv.edtatice Process immediately to be employed.

CAUTIONS :

Bodies taken out of the Thames, Ponds, &c.
1. Never to be held up by the heels.

2. Not in be rolled on casks, or other rugh usage.
S. Acoid the use of salt in all cases of apparent death.

WHAT THOU DOEST DO QUICKLY.
THE DROWNED.

1. Convey carefully the body, with the head raised, to the nearest convenient
house.

2. Strip, and dry the body : Clean the mouth and nostrils.

3. \OUXG CHILDREN: between two persons in a warm bed.
4. An ADULT. Lay the body oa a blanket or bed, and in cold weather near

the fire. In the warm season air should be freely admitted.
5. It is to be gently rubbed with flannel sprinkled with spirits ; and a heated

warming pan, covered, lightly moved over the back and spine.
6. To RESTORE BREATHING. 'Introduce the pipe of a pair of bellows (when

no apparatus) into one nostril; close the mouth and the other nostril, then inflate

the lungs, till the breast be a little raised
;
the mouth and nostrils must then be

let free. Repeat this process till life appears.
7. TOBACCO SMOKE is to be thrown gently up the fundament, with a proper

instrument, or the bowl of a pipe covered, so as to defend the mouth of the
assistant.

8. The BREAST to be fomented with hot spirits : if no signs oflife appear,^
the WARM BATH : or hot bricks, &c. applied to the palms of the hands and
oles of the feet.

9. ELECTRICITY early employed by a MEDICAL ASSISTANT.

10. THE BREATH is THE PRINCIPAL THING TO BE ATTENDED TO.

INTENSE COLD.

Rub the body with snow, ice, or cold water. Restore warmth, &r. by slow

degrees ;
and after some time, if necessary, the plans to be employed for the

resuscitation of drowned .persons.

SUSPENSION BY THE CORD.

1. A FEW OUNCES OF BLOOD may be taken from the jugular vein, and cupping

glasses may be applied to the head and neck ;
leeches also to the temples.

1. THE OTHER METHODS OF TREATMENT, the same as recommended for the

Apparently drowned.

SUFFOCATION BY NOXIOUS VAPOURS OR LIGHTNING.

COLD WATER to be repeatedly thrown upon the face, dec., Hryinji the body at

intervals. IF THE BODY FEELS COLD, employ gradual warmth ; and the plans of

the drowned.
INTOXICATION.

THE BODY is to be laid on a bed, &c. with the head a little raised : the nock-

cloth, &c. removed. Obtain immediate MEDICAL ASSISTANCE, as the modes <f

treatment must be varied according to the state of the paiient
v

.

* Dr. Hawes earnestly recommends the perusal of Dr. Trotter's Essay on Drunkenness.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

1. Ov 'IONS OF RFTUKNINO MFF, the Assistants are most earnestly advised
to employ tin: restorative means with CJHEAT CAUTION, so as to nourish and revive
the languid signs of Life.

A tea-spoonful of warm water may be given ;
and if swallowing be returned,

warm wine or diluted brandy. To be put into a warm bed, and, if disposed to

sleep, will generally awake restored t.o hcaltli.

5J. THE PLANS aliove recommended are to be used for THREE or FOUR
HOURS. It is an absurd mid vulgar opinion to suppose persons as irrecoverable

because
life

Joes not soon make its appearance.

3. Electricity and bleeding never to be employed, unless by the direction of
the MEDICAL ASSISTANTS.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1805.

C-l/r/y June.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

A MIDST the state of distraction which still pervades tbe political World, and

the high spirit of Party that prevails on both sides, we find it extremely
difficult to select the most important documents of the Naval History of the pre-

sent Year and to compress them within the bounds which our Chronicle affords.

Our Readers of the present day, as well as the future Historian, will in this de-

partment of onr Work find much recorded, that would ptherwise have been

swept away by the rapid succession of other Events
;
and many things are here

brought together, that were scattered and dispersed among Subjects not con-

nected with the Navy.
Our first attention has been paid to the Report of the Select Committee ap-

pointed to investigate the Tenth Report ;
and notwithstanding the guarded secrecy

with which, on all occasions, the proceedings of the Board of Admiralty are

attended, we are now able to lay some Letters of considerable importance before

our Readers, which the peculiar character of the present Times has alone brought
forward.

'

In the midst of all our late proceedings and alarms, a report of Peace still

prevails, and more especially on the Continent. M. Novozilskoff, who is expected
to be the Emperor of Russia's Agt-iit m conveying to Buonaparte the new cri-

terion of Peace, or War, is the jSiobleraan who was in this Country in February
last, and is supposed to have received here the final determination of our Cabinet

upon the subject.

The following Extract of a Letter from an Officer on board Lord Nelson's

Squadron, dated May 7, gives an account of their proceedings up to that

period :

" Lord Nelson reached Tetuan * the 4th instant, intending to remain there

completing his Water, ike. until the Wind became fair. The easterly breeze,

which carried the Active through, failed the Amazon in the Straits four hours

after
;
and she had the mortification to beat about the Gut five days, during which

ptriod she captured the Ceuta Packet, with 150 Troops, Arms, and Accoutrements,

* A View and Description of Tetuan we yive iu Vol. X, p. 1-12, of our Chro-

nicle.
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oing to that place to relieve part of the Garrison. The Gun-boats about Gib-

raltar are become a great annoyance, aud the Spaniards were so exasperated at

the Capture of the Packet, that the}' came out seemingly determined to attack

the Amazon, but retreated as she approached them : she might have closed with

them, and probably have destroyed one or two of these pests, but employed on

the important mission she was, very prudently declined to risk the chance of

getting a mast or yard wounded that might for a moment detain her. The

Active fell in with a Spanish Squadron, of six Sail of the Line, off Carthagenu,
and three or four more are said to be ready at Cadiz, so that the Mediterranean

will be left to the mercy of these Fellows. We yesterday heard a ieat dtal of

firing in the Straits ;
but whether it was a rejoicing day with the Dons only, or a

little amusement between our Fleet and the Gon-boats and Batteries, is yet to be

determined
; possibly the latter, as the Wind was very light."

In consequence of the scarcity of Seamen in Spain, the King has issued a De-

cree, charging the Tribunals to set at liberty those who are not accused of mur-

der, burglary, and other capital crimes^ in order that they may be employed in

the Sea Service, the Arsenals, &e.

A letter from Cadiz, dated April 4, says,
" General Moreau is still here, and is

much consulted in all our movements. He said the other day, 'That ii'he

could not take Gibraltar, Ue would reader it not worth the keeping to the

English ;'
and we expect that some serious attempts to burn the Town and Ship-

ping will be made in the course of the Summer."

The following extraordinary circumstance, wt learn by a letter from Ilusum,

occurred some time since at Tonningen :-r-The Master of a:j Eijglish Vessel lyinj;

there, was ordered by the Captain of the Guardship to slack his cable, which he

did, till he could slack no more : he was then ordered to cut, which he refused,

to do, saying, he would, or could not, if the King himself was there. In con-

sequence of this reply, the Danish Captain sent a party of Men on board of the

English Vessel, who" brought the Master on board the Danish Ship, and he was

the're flogged severely, by order of their Captain. The Dane, in vindication of

his conduct, says, the Master of the English Vessel damned the King of Den-

mark : this charge has, however, been refuted by a number pt Witnesses who

were present when the altercation took place. A petitien, praying for redress,

signed by about 'fifty English Masters of Vessels, has been sent to our Ambassador

at Copenhagen.

Some outward-bound Ships to Newfoundland have been captured by a Spanish

and two French Privateers. The Capture, though a great loss to the Owners and

Persons concerned in the Ships, will not prove very valuable to the Enemy.

. \ Morning Paper says,- Mr. Benjamin Turkcr, late Deputy to the Secre-

taries to the Admiralty, has got a pension of 1,03-2.'. per annum by the Km*

Warrant of the 23J
'

May, 1805, and SOD/, per annum to h ife, Jan

Tiw-kcr, if she survive him."

The Ville'dc Milan, French Frigate, which captured the Cleopatra, ar

afterwards taken by the Leader, of 50 guns, at Halifax, i, to be pure!,

the Navy, and fitted put to serve on the American Station, by the name o

M
A formal contradiction of the *port of the loss of Hi, Majesty's Slup Van

,uard in the Gulf of Florida, signed by her Commander, C.pt.m Lvans, h been

CM in the American Journals. We are-happy to find that the accoum <*

the loss of the Princess Charlotte Frigate is equally untounded.

The London Docks were opened on the 25ih ot -May.
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A British Naval Pillar (as one of the leading Sea-marks) has lately beep

erected near the Low-house, South Shields. It is intended to inscribe the names

of Howe, St. Vincent, Duncan, and Nelson, on each side of its square base.

The following account of the Force of our invading Enemy is thus given by a Pri-

soner. There are about 3000 of their Craft at Boulogne, 800 of which are armed ;

the others are merely Transports for Troops, Stores, &c. There are near 1000 at

Estaples, and about 600 at Vimereux, and 400 at Dunkirk, Osteud, and Calais.

The Troops are in small Camps ;
about 800Q at Boulogne, the same number about

Calais, Vimereux, Estaples, and some other Camps a little inland; in' all about

50,000 Men. He seems very confident that the attempt will be made this Sum-

mer. He says, the Combined Fleet, sixty Sail of the Line, will fight our Fleet,

(Balayer la Manche,) while the large Frigates will come up Channel to convoy
the Flotilla over. The Troops are stated to be very eager to come, and entertain

the most sanguine hopes of success : they are waiting very impatiently for the

appearance of the Ships to set them free, and great reliance is placed on the

genius of Buonaparte.

Admiralty Offisc, Nay 20, 1803.

A Return of the number of Persons promoted to the rank of Lieutenant; of

Lieutenants to the rank of Master and Commander ;
and of Commanders to

lhat of Post Captain, respectively, from the 1st of January 1793, to the 20th

of May, 180.5
; specifying the number of each rank promoted in each year,

and distinguishing those made at Home fi*>m those made on Foreign Service .

and staling who were the First Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty during
the said period, and distinguishing each change in the said Office, and the

date thereof.

ti

2
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SIR HOME POPHAM.
THE Select Committee to whom the several Papers presented to this House,

relating to the Repairs of His Majesty's Ships the Romney and Sensible, whilst

under the Command of Sir Home Pophara, are referred, to examine into the

several Matters contained therein, relative to the said Repairs; and to the Pro-

ceedings of the Admiralty and Navy Boards, and of the Commissioners of

Naval Inquiry thereupon; and also to inquire into the Circumstances attend-

ing the pnhlication of the Report of the Navy Board, dated 20th February,
1804, and into the Loss of certain Vouchers and Documents on which that

Report was founded
;
and also into the circumstances attending the impressing

of Mr. David Ewen Banholomew
;
and to report the same, together with their

Proceedings and Observations thereupon, from time to time to the House
; and

who were empowered to examine into the Expenditure and Purchase of all

Scores for the use of the said Ships; have, pursuant to the Order of the

House, examined accordingly; and have agreed to the following Report:

Yqur Committee having taken into consideration that part of the reference which

relates to the Repairs and Stores of the Romney and Sensible, find, from the;

Papers referred to them, and the Evidence they have received, that there does

not appear any ground whatever to impute to Sir Home Pophain any fraud, or

connivance at any fraudulent or corrupt practice, whatsoever. With respect tp

the Sensible, your Committee observe, that Sir Home Pophain appears to have

ordered that Ship to proceed to Calcutta from the Red Sea, (instead of sending

her to be repaired at Bombay,) for the purpose of furnishing a Convoy to several

Transports and Merchantmen bound to Bengal ;
that he gave to her Commanding

Officer, Captain Sause, at Calcutta, orders dated the llth of October, 1801, "
to.

use his utmost exertions to repair the said Ship," and " to complete her with si>

months' Stores;" and that Captain Sause having never rejoined him after the exe-

cution of those orders, Sir Home Popham cannot be considered answerable for

the manner in which they were executed. Your Committee do not mean, by thi$

remark, to impute any blame to Captain Sause, not having considered any trans-

action relating to the Sensible as the subject of the reference made to them, fur-

ther than as such transaction could be connected with the conduct of Sir Home

Popham. Your Committee observe, that Sir Home Popham appears to have gone

on shore from the Romney a few days after her arrival in the River Hughly, Aug.

1801, and before her arrival at Mayapour ; and to have proceeded up the Country,

in compliance with the desires of Marquis Wellesley, (with whom he was specially

directed by his instructions to communicate,) for the purpose of conferring with

his Lordship concerning certain great objects then in contemplation, in which Mar-

auis Wellesley required his advice and assistance; that he left that Ship under

the command of the First Lieutenant, Mr. Davies, an Officer on whose integrity

and knowledge of the service, he stated himself to have had the utmost confi-

dence; and that he did not return on board the Romney till after that Ship had

sailed from Mayapour : it appears, therefore, to your Committee, that if the Sails

and Stores of the Romney, sent on Shore at Calcutta, were not regularly sur-

veyed before they were condemned (a point which your Committee, owing I

circumstances of the Ship having no Master, and the Boatswain being sick at the

time and of Mr. Davies, the First Lieutenant, ^eing now absent from

are notable correctly to ascertain,) the blame of such irregularity
u not to b

imputed to Sir Home Popham: and in support of this observation your Con

puttee be- leave particularly
to refer to the evidence of Captain Bowen. ^our
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Committee find, that the quantity of Stores demanded by Sir Home Popliarn,

while the Romney was under repair, and supplied by Mr. Louis, who had been

previously appointed, by Admiral Rainier, His Majesty's Deputy Naval Officer at

Calcutta, exceeded the quantity allowed for a twelvemonth's expenditure, esti-

mating that quantity according to the calculation made in His Majesty's Dock-

yards, and mentioned in the Report of the Navy Board of the 20th of February,
*

1804; but that Sir Home Popham has accounted for this circumstance, by stating,

that he did not confine his demand to a provision of Stores for any particular

period, but took on board as large a supply as the Ship could conveniently Carry,

having a view, in demanding such Stores, to the probable exigencies of the service

upon which he was expected to be employed. Your Committee find, that >ir

Home Popham, in addition to the sails which were allowed by the establishment

of the Navy, ordered several to be made and supplied for the use of the Rom-

ney, which were not authorised by the strict rules of the service
; but it appears

to your Committee, from the concurrent testimony of several persons examined

on the subject, and particularly from that of Captain Mason, who speaks from

experiments made under his own observation, that those extra sails were highly

advantageous in the Indian Seas. Your Committee have not thought proper to

state in this Report some other instances in which Sir Home Popham appears to

have deviated from the strict rules of the Service, by directing the Naval Officer

to supply him with articles for the use of the Romney, which are described in the

evidence., and were not conformable to the usages of the Navy ;
such irregularities

appearing to your Committee to be wholly unworthy of Parliamentary attention,

or of any other notice but that which of course they ought to have received,

according to the customs of the service, in the consideration of Sir Home Pop-
ham's accounts, when any extra charge would be disallowed, unless deemed to

have been expedient under the circumstances of each particular case. Your

Committee, however, think themselves called upon, in strict justice to Sir Home

Popham, distinctly to state, that they have not met with any instance, in effecting

the repairs, or in the supply or expenditure of Stores, which has been attended,

with any personal advantage or emolument to himself; nor have your Committee

the least reason to suspect, from the evidence before them, that his conduct, upon

any occasion in which the rules of the Navy have not been rigidly observed, was

influenced by any private consideration; but, on the contrary, your Committee

feel it to be tMeir duty to observe, that Sir Home Popham appears to have been

actuated by no other motive but that of an ardent zealfor the Publif Service. Your
Committee do not think it necessary to state their observations, in detail, upon all

the points mentioned in the Report of the Navy Board of the 20th of February,

1804; conceiving, that as far as relates to .Sir Home Popham, that Document ap-

pears to them to be materially inaccurate. Your Committee observe, rtiat Sir Home
Popham appears to have used his utmost endeavours to obtain money for drafts

on England upon the most favourable terms for the expenses of thfe Squadron
under his Command. Your Committee have thought it their duty, in justice (o

the character of a meritorious Officer (who, so farfrom encouraging or conniving
at any public waste, appears, in evidence before your Committee, to have effected very,

considerable savings), to make a Special Report on the circumstances of his case
;

feeing the first head of their Inquiry; though the evidence, on which their Report
is founded, is so bknded with that which relates to the other particulars referred

to them, that they must postpone reporting that evidence until the other heads of

Inquiry are also brought to a conclusion.
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The following Correspondence shows what knowledge Earl St. Vincent hart
of the Stone Expedition. We have also added some letters referred to bv Lord
Melville in his Speech.

It appears that Lord St. Vincent seat a secret Order, dated February 9, to
Sir Andrew S. Hammond to superintend the Stone Expedition, and enclosing' Sir
Andrew the plan. Mr. Sullivan, Lord Kuban's Secretary, wrote also to Sir An-
drew as follows :

" Ta Sir A. S. HAMMOND.
" MY DEAR SIR,

" I hope you can report progress. I have not seen nor heard from Mr
since I saw you ; Lord St. Vincent approves much of the direction being with
you, and will himself write to Lord Keith when the preparations are sumtientlv
lbnvard - " Yours faithfully,"

Doiuiung-street, Feb. 18, 1804." j] SULLIVAN."

" To Sir A. S. HAMMOND.
" MY DEAR SIR,

" Lord Hobart begs me to say, that he hopes the Vessel's having taken the

ground, is not an indication of her draught of Water being to great for the pro-
posed Service. He is going to settle with Lord St. Vincent about the protections ;

and I am going to arrange with the Treasury about the instructions to the Cus-
tom-House.
"

Downing-street, Feb. 21, 1804.'' J. SULLIVAN."

" To Sir A. S. HAMMOND.
" MY DEAR SIR,

" Lord Hobart proposes to send a Messenger to-night to Lord Keith, and

hopes you will send your Packet to go by him. Lord St. Vincent's letter will

accompany it.

"
Damning-street, Feb. 23, 1804." " JOHN SULLIVAN."

The above letters contain proofs that Lord St. Vincent not only knew, but even

approved of the Expedition. The following Papers show that Sir Andrew S. Ham-

mond communicated the matter formally to Lord St. Vincent, enclosing him the

Secretary of State's order.

" To Earl ST. VINCENT.
" MY LORD,

" As I had not the honour of seeing your Lordship this morning when I waited

pon you at the Admiralty, I beg to enclose, for your information, an order I

received the 9th of last month from Lord Hobart ;
and to acquaint your Lordship,

that in consequence thereof I have forwarded the service therein mentioned as far

as it was in my power, and that three Ships fitted for the purpose have now sailed

down the River to join Lord Keith. I beg further to acquaint your Lordship,

that I have avoided as much as possible taking any People or Stores from Hi*

Majesty's Dock-yards for this Service ; but, from the want of exertion of the Par-

tses whom I was directed to controul, and the necessity which existed for extraor-

dinary dispatch, I have been obliged to have recourse both to Woolwich and

Chatham Yards, the particulars of which shall soon be laid before the Admiralty.

" I have the honour to be, &c.

Xary Office, March 9, 1804,
" A. S. HAMMOND
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*
Copy of an Order enclosed in Sir ANDREW SJTAPE HAMMOND'S Letter (f ths

9th March, to the Earl of ST. VINCEWT.

(Most secret).

sift,
"
Downing Street, 9th Feb. 1804.

" It being thought advisable, under the present circumstances of the War, that

an attempt should be made for carrying into execution the project suggested in

the enclosed paper for choaking up the entrance into the Harbour of Boulogne :

and the success of such an enterprize depending in a great measure upon the

secrecy and dispatch with which the preparations may be made, I have the

King's commands to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure that you do take these

frparations under your immediate controul, and that you do communicate con-

fidentially with Mr. , supplying him with such funds, and giving him such

orders for the purchase of Vessels, and providing the stone and other materials

which you may judge necessary to be embarked, as shall be requisite for accom-

plishing the object in view. The advances you may, have occasion to make for

this Service 'will hereafter be replaced by the Treasury. As soon as the Vessels

ahall be sufficiently laden, you will give directions that they should proceed with

all possible expedition to the Downs, where all further orders will proceed from.

Lord Keith. I am, Sir, your most obedient and faithful humble servant,

" Sir A. S. HAMMOND, Bart.,
" HOBAJOV

Comptroller of the Navy."

" To A. S. HAMMOND, Bart., Comptroller of the Navy.
"SIR,

" I have received your letter of yesterday, enclosing an instruction which you
had received from Lord Hobart for the execution of a Secret Service, and which I

have no doubt will be well performed ; but as the whole expense is to be defrayed

by the Tfeasnry, I do not see occasion for any part of the detail being submitted

to the Admiralty Board. I return herewith Lord Hobart's letter, and have the

honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

"
Admiralty, lOtfc MarcA, 1804. " ST. VINCENT."

Here is Lord St. Vincent's own hand-writing, to show that he knew of the

Expedition, and did not discountenance it. By other letters it appears he Lad

further information of its progress. On the 26th of March, Mr, Sullivan inform*

Sir A. S. Hammond he has shown Lord St. Vincent further Papers respecting the

Expedition. On the 12th of April he again writes to Sir Andrew, to say he has

shown the First Lord more papers respecting it. This was the only secret Expe-
dition and secret Naval Service during the whole of Lord St. Vincent's Admi-
nistration. It appears, that during three months his Lordship was at least si.t

times consulted on the subject. We subjoin the answer of Earl St. Vincent before
the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry :

" Extractfrom the Examination of the Right Honourable the Earl ofST. VINCENT,
K.B.; taken upon oath, the Zd November, 1804."

" It appearing that the sum of fourteen thousand pounds was advanced by the

Navy Board to Messrs. T. Hammersley and Company, between the 18th of

February and 21st of April, 1804, for a Secret Service ; was the Comptroller of
the Navy authorized by you to perform any Secret Service for which this money
was advanced ? or had you any knowledge ofthe transaction ? -He was not; nor

fcave I any knowledge of the transaction.
" ST. VINCENT."
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The following Papers laid before the House of Lords, show that Earl St. Vincent
Xvas at one time desirous of employing the Merchants' Yards:

(Copy not kept.)
" Substance of a I-ettcr written by Sir A. S. HAMMOND, Comptroller of the Naiy,

to the Earl of ST. VINCENT, 28f/i December, 1802.
" Not having heard from your Lordship on the subject of our conversation on

Thursday, the 16th instant, respecting the Merchant Builders, I cannot help

feeling anxious thereupon, and therefore take the liberty of writing to your Lore*

ship tliis Letter, to prevent any unnecessary delay, not having had any com-

munication with them on the suhject."

(No. 2. in 14.)
"

SIR, "
Rocketts, C9c7i Dec. 1802.

" It must be fresh in your recollection that I have seldom conversed with you
on any subject without introducing the urgent necessity of entering into Contracts

for building as many 74 gun -Shipf at i/on could Jind Jit Persons to undertake in eiery

part of the Kingdom ; I cannot therefore refrain from expressing considerable sur-

prise at the favour of your Letter to rue of ye-terday, which requires that I

should repeat in the strongest terras the opinion I have so frequently given.
" I am, Sir,

" Your most obedient humble servant,
" Sir A. S. Hammond. " ST. VIXCEXT."

The above Letter is decisive of Earl St. Vincent'i desire to build in Merchant^'

Yards, and Sir Andrew Hammond accordingly advertised in the Newspapers for

Tenders to build by contract, and wrote Letters to the Admiralty and to Earl

St. Vincent on the subject; when he received the two following Letters:

(\o. 5. in 14.)
"

SIR,
"

Rocketts, Id January, 1 803.

" You appear to have misconceived the reply I made to your suggestion of

toy seeing the Merchant Builders, the propriety of which I felt doubts upon ;
and

certainly nothing passed between us in ihe conversation alluded to, that could be

considered as tying your hands from holding any communication with the Mer-

chant Builders that you might think necessary or likely to be advantageous to

the Public.

" I was not a little surprised '(it seeing in the Newspapers an Advertisement from

the Navy Boardfor the building of74 gun Ships, which my Letter neither authon'.cd

*or directed, having gone no further than to show that 1 continued in the opinion

I had so frequently given upon the subject of building Ships of the Line by con-

tract; but a regular communication ought to have taken place between the two

Boards and an official order given by the Admiralty to the Xavy Board

any steps were taken. From what you represent, I wish this precipitate
Adi

tiscmentmaii not add to your impediments in procuring a supply of Timbei

Kin "'sYards -

******* VIXCEXT '

Sir A. S. Hammond. ST- * I>LL '

u giR Admiralty Office, SdJan. 1803.

Having communicated to my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your

Letter of the 1st instant, relative to a Letter which you received from the Earl o

St. Vincent, directing you not to lose a momeat's time in contracting for tl

building some 74 gun Ships,' I am commanded by their Lords ups to request tl

.vou will transmit to me, for their information, copies of the Letters wlucb b
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pi?sed on this 'tibject between the Earl of St. Vincent and you, and which c-

casioned the Advertisement from the Navy Office, inserted in the Newspapers oi

Saturday last, for the building Ships of the Line by contract.

" I am, Sir,

" Your most obedient humble Servant,
" Sir A. 5. Hammond, Bart., $c.

" EVAN NEPEAN."

The Board of .Admiralty desired the Navy Board to transmit all the Tender!

for building Ships of the Line which had been sent in consequence of the ad-

vertisement. Seme of these tenders were as low as 251. per ton for a 74 in three

years ; others offered to build upon being allowed a fair valuation on the

materials and labour, with a u-asonable profit. The following is a copy of the

answer of the Board of Admiralty to the Navy Board after perusing these,

tenders :

(No. 17 in 1-f.)
" GENTLEMUJ.', "

Admiralty Office, Jan. 13, 1803.
"

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter to

me of the 10th instant, enclosing tenders which you had received from the Mer-

chant Ship Builders, I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, that

it is riot their intention that any of the tenders shoul'd Be accepted, or that any Line of
Battle Skips should now be built in Merchants' Yards.

" I am, Gentlemen, your most humble Servant,

" EVAN NEPEAN."
" P.S. Herewith return the Enclosures.

"
Navy Board."

To these Letters we add the following from the iCavy Board to the Secretary
of the Admiralty :

(Secret.)"
s"- Navy Office, Slsf Jan. 1805.

" We request you will inform the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that in conformity to their Lordships' order, dated the 22d

instant, we have contracted with the following Merchant Builders in the Rive?
for eight 7-1 gun Ships, distributed in the manner,, and to be completed in the

time respectively expressed against their names.

YEARS.

Mr. Wills 2 74- gun Ships . .-. 3i
- Pitcher, 2 S$

Barnard, 1. 3J

Dudman, 2 3

Brent, 1 3j

It ft however with much concern we have to inform their Lordships, we have
not been able to prevail with the Builders to abate more than the fractional

sum of eleven shillings per ton in the price they demanded for building these

Ships j they resisted every proposition made to them, that fell short of the price
we have at length agreed upon, which we are sorry to say is 36i. per ton, ex-

ceeding the estimate which had been made by the Surveyors of the Navy in the

sum of 21. 5s. per ton, after the most liberal consideration of the statement of

particulars which had been delivered in by the Merchant Builders, and which,

statement we required of them, in order that we might ascertain the grounds upon
which they demanded so great an increase as 101. per ton on the price at which
some of them had tendered to build 74-gun Ships in January 1803, but which
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tender their Lordships at that time did not deem it advisable that we <hou!d

accept.
*

Notwithstanding the excess of price demanded by the Builders beyond the
estimates of the Surveyors of the Xavy at Reft view may seem unreasonable, e
cannot but acknowledge that it appears less so, when all the circumstances they,have stated in vindication of their demands arc fairlv considered.

"
They represented that they had nothing now to look to but the litera

execution of their contract, having no expectation of any reecmpence, if, in ease
of fheir fixing too low a price, they should .sustain a heavy loss in the completion
of the Ships, which they cuuld not foresee at the time of entering' into the con-
tract, and which might result from an alteration of circumslanccs during the time
the Ships are in hand

; a consideration which operated with this Board on (be
occasion of the loss which the Builders sustained in building the six 74 sun Shius
contracted for in January 1800, when in consequence of the same havini* been

proved to the Board, we had pledged oursclv.-s to indemnify them to a certnin

extent, 1 ut which the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty did not deem it pro-

per we should make good to tlitm in any degree.
"
They represented that, for some time past, the Overseers employed in su-

perintending the work, appeared to be actuated by a ditlVrent disposition from,

that which used to govern them; namely, a fair, reasonable, workmanlike prin-

ciple, that had for its object the good 01' His Majesty's Service, without op-

pressing the Builder; instead of which they now seemed to be actuated loo

generally by a spirit of strictness which gives rise to many difficulties and impe-
diments in the execution of their contract.

"
They represented that, in justice to themselves and families, it must be ex-

pressly stipulated, that the Certificate which has been invariably given by His

Majesty's OHicers of the Ship being completed agreeably to contract, should be

<inal on the part of Government, in order that they may not be subject to ve>_

.atious prosecutions years afterwards, as in the case of the Ajax.

They also represented, that the great provision we had made for furnishing

the Dock-yards with a large stock of timber (in consequence of the exhausted

state in which they had been of that article) must operate most powerfully lo

increase their difficulties in procuring their supplies and consequently raise tl;e

price very considerably. At tins part of the conference one of tlie Builders

begged we would inform them, if a report which had readied them was founded

in truth ;
viz. that we had Atrents in the Country employed with Government

Money, to the amount of 40,0001., in purchasing Timhi-r of the next tall
; for, it"

so, it would be impossible for them, without ruin to themselves to undertake ihc

contract which was now in notation. \V: could have no hesitation, in answer !o

this question, to say we had no Agents employed in purchasing Timber in the

Country. IkK as we wished to know the authority on which such a report was

founded, we desired theui to tell us frcm whom they obtained this information.

In reply, Mr. Duduxiji, OH,: <'/' fit Lflluers, sMtil, tltut he had received the iull-r-

motion from Sir Thoma< Tro triage, in, order to put him on hi* guard in his trans-

actions with the Savi/ Boon',

In consequence of it appearing to us, from what the builders said upon the s

ject that they might suppose (or at lea* make a plea of it hereafter, unless

informed of the real state of the case) that the assistance we afforded to hro

of our principal contractors, to enable them to extend their pu=.rh..^ -,

Wies to repluuish their reduced stores, ought operate to their 0> bui.de;*) pre
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judice, in their provision of timber for building of these Ships, we deemed it prfty

per confidentially to inform them of the real nature of the transaction alluded to ;

viz. that we had no agent in the country employed in the purchase of timber on

commission, but that we had found it necessary to advance, by way of loan, at

five per cent, interest, and on ample security, a sum of money, short, however, of,

what the builders stated to two of our principal contractors, to enable them to

extend their purchases (beyond what their own capitals would veach) to a large

quantity of timber which we had been informed would otherwise fall into the

hands of couatrj dealers, and be applied to country purposes ; which timber, or

any other they might purchase by means of our loan, was to be delivered under

the terms of their existing contracts; but that; the effect qf this transaction was

nearly, if not quite terminated, and at all events would, we conceived, extend in

: a very trifling degree to the ensuing fall, of which they appeared tq be satisfied.

Upon this subject it may now only be necessary for us to add, that the resolu-

tion of the Board to make the advance to the two contractors (to which there was

only one dissenting voice) was made on the 2Qih of July, 1801, and the know-

ledge of tha transaction the Board believed to be confined to the parties, to the

Board, and two of their principal Clerks, and to their Lordships, communicated

by the Comptroller of the Navy to the First Lord of the Admiralty, who approved,

the measure.

Their Lordships will observe, that we have not as yet been able to agree for

more than eight of the ten Ships ordered to be contracted for. And, as an agree-

ment, that the price demanded by the builders, though large, is not unreasonable;

we beg leave to call their Lordships' attention to the circumstances under which

Mr. Bernard and Mr. Brent have consented to contract with the Board. They
are known to possess premises sufficiently ample, and adequate means and ability

to enable them to execute our orders to a large amount
; yet they would, on,

no account, undertake more than one Ship each, upon the terms of the intended,

contract.
We are, Sir, your very humble servants,

A. S. HAMMOND, H. HARMOOD,
H. DUNCAN, S. GAM BIER,

J. HEXSLOVV, F. J. HARTWELL.
W. RULE, H. LEGGE.
W. PALMER,

P. S. Since writing the above, we have agreed with Messrs. Adams of Buckler-

shard, to build a 74 Gun-ship, in three years and a half, which will be the subject

of a future letter.

W. Marsden, Esq.

ARRANGEMENTS OF THE WESTERN SQUADRONS BY TH5
PRESENT ADMIRALTY,

Exclusive of Downs and North Sea Fleets, and that under Lord Nelson, down to

the 20th of June, 1805; vi/.

21 Sail of the Line, off Brest, under Admiral Lord Gardner.

5 do. Coast of Ireland, under Rear-Admiral Drury.
7 do. off Rocheforr, under Rear-Admiral Graves.

9 do. off Ferrol, under Vice-Admiral Caldor.

9 do. off Cadiz, under Vice-Admiral Colhngwood.

51 Ships of the Line, all highly fitted, manned, and clipped for z,nv S>r-

icc, Home or Foreign.
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lUtters on >rrtto,

Copied verbatim from the LOXDOX GAZETTE,
[Continued from page 414.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MAY 18, 1805.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Mitchell, of His Majesty's Sloop Jnpector, to Willta*
Marsden, Esq. ; dated Yarmouth Roads, May 14, 1805.

SIR,

jT
HAVE to inform you, that His Majesty's Sloop Musquito has sent in thi

morning the French Privateer Orestes, Dogger rigged, mounung one loii" 24
pounder and six swivels, and manned with thirty-four Men.

I am, Sir, &c.
E. J. MITCHELL.

JUNE 1.

Copy ^fa Letter from Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., late Commander in Chief fif
His Majesty's Ships and I'cssels at the Leeward Islands, to Willium Mandt'a,
Esq. ; dated at Barbadoes, the 28t/i of March, 1805.

SIB,
I enclose herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of tht

Admiralty, copy of a letter from Lieutenant Barker, commanding His Majesty'*
armed Brig Grenada, giving an account of the Capture of i'lntrepid Privateer.

I am, &c. SAM. HOOD.
'

SIR His Majesty's Brig Grenada, March 16, t805.
I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that at two A. M. the Union Island

hearing east six miles, I discovered a suspicious Vessel to the S.W., and after .

Chase of two hours came up with and captured the French Schooner Privateer

I'lntrepid, commanded by Citoyen Jean Durand, mounting four six-pounders and

sixty-two Men. I have likewise the satisfaction to acquaint you, that we have

,
not sustained any loss of Men, as she struck upqn receiving a few shot and UVB
or three vollies of musketry. The Privateer was fitted out at Cayenne, and had
been twelve days at Sea, and not taken any thing.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN BARKER.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Richard Thwaits, Commander of tlie Duchess of

Bedford Defence-Ship, to William Marsden, Esq., dated in Hoseley-Bay, the 28tfc

of last Month.

SIR,

Therewith forward a letter from Lieutenant Blow, of the Charger Gun-brig,

informing me of his having captured one of the Enemy's small Cruisers.

I am, &c. RICHARD THWAITS.

sin, His Majesty's Brig Charger, Hoseley-Bay, 28th May, 1805.

I beg leave to inform you, for the information of the Commander in Chief, Or-

fordness hearing W.N.W. fourteen leagues, I captured the de Z?nno, a small

Cutter Privateer, commanded by Lodwick Peffer, out two days from Flushing,

but had made no Captures. She had on board thirteen Men and a chest cif

arms.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Captain Richard Thwaits, His Majesty's J. A. BLOW.
Armed Ship Duchess of Bedford.

JUNE 8.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain S.iell, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop the Aion, U
William Marsden, Esq., dated at Lisbon, the 17 th May, 1805.

1 R

I have the honour to enclose herewith, a copy of a letter received by me fron

Lieutenafct J. C. Carpenter, commanding His Majesty's Schooner Milbrook,

And am, &c.

F. J. SNELL,



404 1TATAL HISTORY OF THr PRESENT YEAR, 1805.

//:',-: Majesty's Schooner Af////;>W?, off the Enyenna
5lR, Islands, May 9, 1805.

I beg to inform you, thai His Majesty's Schooner under my Command cap.
tnred on the 6th instant, oil' Oporto, the Spanish Lugger Privateer la Travel* of

three guns, with small anus ami forty Men ; she had the. day before captured a.

I?rig, laden with wine, from Oporto : on receiving the information, I made sail

lor Vigo, to which Port I concluded she was sent. This morning, the Bayonna
Islands hearing east about eight leagues, I observed a Brig standing for the Nor-
thern Passage ;

I immediately made sail for the. Southern Passage, and Succeeded
in capturing her within the Bayonnas, at the entrance of Vigo River, She proved
to be the Stork Knglish Brit.', bound to Newfoundland, laden with salt, had been

captured from the Newfoundland Convoy on the 9th ultimo, by the Phcnix Spa-
nish Privateer Brig of twelve guns.

I have the honour to he, iVcl

% JOHN C. CARPENTER.
To F. J. Sncll, Esq. Commander of Ills

Majesty's Sloop Avon, Lisbon.

Copy of a Letter from Sir Richard Bicktrton, Bart., Pear-Admiral nfthc 7?r^, tr<

\Villiam Marsden, Esq., dated on board the Royal Sovereign, at Gibraltar, the i'.'ith,

May, 1805.

SIR,

I herewith transmit to you, to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Adr

miralty, a copy of a letter, dated the 8th instant, from the Honourable Captain

Hoyle, of His Majesty's Ship Seahorse, to Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson,

giving an account of his having attacked a Spanish Convoy, from which he suc-

ceeded in capturing an Ordnance Brig, laden with powder. The conduct of

Lieutenant Downie, who commanded the Boats on this occasion, as well as of'

the other Officers of the Seahorse, is highly spoken of by Captain Boyle, as their

Lordships will observe.

I have the honour to be, &c.
R. BICKERTOX.

Hi's Majesty'f Ship Seahorse, Gibraltar Bay,
MY xonn, May, 8, 1805.

On the 4th instant, I learnt that a Spanish Convoy was on the Coast to the

westward of Carthagena, chiefly loaded on Government account, with Gunpowder,
Ordnance, and Naval Stores for the Gun-boats at Malaga, Ceuta, and Alge/ira*.

Conceiving the destruction of the same of consequence, I kept close along Shore,

with the hope of falling in with them, and effecting my wishes. At two P.M,

they were discovered from the mast-head
;

at five. I observed them haul into St.

Pedro, an anchorage to the eastward of Cape de Gatte, under the protection of a

Fort, two armed Schooners, and three Gun and Mortar Launches, where I deter-

mined to attempt to destroy them. The Vessel of greatest consequence to get
out was an Ordnance Brig loaded with one thousand one hundred and seventy

quintals of Powder, and various other Stores, commanded by Don Juan Trrragnt,
Master in the Spanish Navy ;

and which was effected by Lieutenant Downie,
first of.ihe Seahorse, in a siXroared Cutter, in the most gallant and well-judged
manner; whose conduct on this, as well as on every other occasion, I feel it my
duty to mention to your Lordship as that of a most zealous Officer; and I beg
k'a.ve to add, that Lieutenant Downie assures me he met with every possible;
assistance from Mr. Thomas Napper, Midshipman, who accompanied him in a
four-oared Boar. The Seahorse during the time kept up a quick and well-directed

fire on the Fort, Gun-vessels, and Convoy ; and having every reason to believe.

I had sunk one of the Gun-launches, and damaged and sunk several others of the

Convoy, night coming on, with light Winds, the main-top-gallant-mast, sails

braces, bow-lines shot away, I felt it imprudent any longer tp attempt the de-

struction of the whole by exposing the Siiip to the well-directed fire of the Gun,
vessels, which latterly struck her every shot. For the exertions, on this occasion,
of Lieutenant Ogle Moore,- Lieutenant diaries Brown Yonge, who had not re-

ceived his confirmed Commission
;
Mr. Spratt, Master

;
Lieutenant Clarke, of tb,tj
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Royal[Marines ; Lieutenant Hagemeister, of the Russian Navy, I feel =eh>debted ; and indeed I should do injustice to every other (Jlcer and Via',
*

board, d.d I not mention then, in the same manner
IdU u

It would pive me greater satisfaction could I inform vour Lord-hip we met i,h

ulT
n
t

S CC
;,

h WeVer X feC ' tlmt s"^ed > having iVomWk Hed, as triflmg, cOns.dermg the well-directed lire m , many BSLSSS
protno^ lfUSUng that 7 P-1^ -11 meet 'your Sfigft?lon 1 have the honour to be, &c.

RiSht Hon. Lord Viscount Nelson, K B.
BOYLE'

<*'< *c. fc.

(A Copy.) R. BICKKRTON.

JUNE 15.

CW/ J-ettrr/rwi Rear-Admiral Bacrcf, Commander i,t Chief of His MiijYt.ASUM
^efo

u Jamaica, to Wii!ialn M ariden, J%. ; fried on board fa
Majesty s Skip Shai-k, Port Royal, Qtk of April, 1805.

SIR,
I herewith transmit, for their Lordships' information, tne copv of a letter re-

ceived trum Captain Mudge, of the Blanche, acuuainthi'' me of his haviii" can-
tured a trench Privateer.

I am, &c. J. R. DACRES.

His Majetty'i Ship Blanchct of Cape Tiberoii,
SIR . April 5, 1805.

I beg leave to acquaint you with having, this day, captured the French Schoon-
er Privateer le Hazard, mounting three guns and' fifty-eight Men, after a chase
of twenty -six Hours.

I am, &c. Z. MUDGE.
Rear-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chief,

cjj-c. cj-c. #c.

Copy of another Letter from Rear-Admiral Dacres to tVillLim Marsden, sq. ;
dated on. board His Majesty's Ship CHercule, Port Royul Harbour, April l^L
1805.

Captain Ross, of tlic Pique, to Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, stating
that he had captured His Catholic Majesty's Corvette Orquijo.

I am, ice. J. R. DACRES.

SIR, His Majesty** Sloop Stork, off Monti, March 25, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that the Pinnace_and Cutter of the Stork,
with eighteen Men, under the Command of Lieutenant Robertson, assisted by
Lieutenant Murray, on the night of the '_'3d instant cut out of the Harbour of

Cape Ro.to, in Porto Rico, the Dutch Schooner Privateer Antelope, of iUr 'j.<\;\*

and fifty-four Men, forty of which only were on board, and of that number but

fifteen were made Prisoners, the rest making their escape by j umping into the

Water.
As the Antelope was prepared to heave down on the followini; day, her gnn,

&e. were on board a Brig, alongside ot'which she was lathed; and from the cir-

cumstance of her Crew being divided between the two Vessels, and prepared to

defend themselves, it became necessary to board them both at once, which was

etlected in a very gallant manner, without any other accident on our part than

that of Lieutenant Murray, and one Seaman, being slightly wounded.

Lieutenant Robertson, "\vhom I have always found an active and valuable Offi-

C*r, uppcarj to have conducted himself upon the present occasion wi'.h ^i-j*.
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groat steadiness ;
and I have much pleasure in acknowledging the sense I entertaitf

of his merit, as well as that of Lieutenant Murray, and the Seamen employed.
The Antelope is a fine Vessel and a remarkably fast Sailer.

I have the honour to be, &c.
G. LE GEYTE.

To Rear-Admiral Dacres, Commander in Chi'f.

His Majesty's Ship Pique, of the Havana,

SIR, 8th February, 1805.

I have the honour to inform you of our having, this afternoon, captured His

OHiholic Majesty's Corvette Orquijo, of 18 guns and 82 Men, commanded by
Don Manuel Degongra, from Carthagena to Havana, with dispatches, which were

thrown overboard before we took possession. I have the honour to be, &c.

CHARLES B. H. ROSS.
To Sir John Ttiomas Duckworth, K.B., Vice-

Admiral of the Blue, Commander in Chief,

# $c - *

Copy of a Letter from Captain Dashwood, of His Majesty's Sliip Bacchante, ta

William Marsden, Esq. ; dated on board the said Ship at Xeiv Providence, 13th of

April, 1805.

SIR,

I avail myself of the opportunity of a Packet sailing for England to enclose

yqu a copy of a letter which I have this day transmitted to Rear-Admiral

Dacres, Commander in Chief at Jamaica, giving an account of my having captured
His Catholic Majesty's Schooner la Elizabeth, commanded by Don Josef Per

Fexcyron, of 10 guns and 47 Men. Also of a most gallant Exploit performed by
Lieutenant Oliver, in storming and taking a Fort, in order to effect the Capture of

three French Privateers, supposed to be laying in the Harbour of Mariel, on the

Island of Cuba ;
and who, from their piratical depredations, hart much annoyed

the Trade of His Majesty's Subjects, as well as the Commerce of Neutral Nations :

and although the object of the Expedition was not fully obtained, in consequence
of their having sailed the evening previous to the Attack, yet still, I trust, the

fcold and manly conduct displayed by Lieutenant Oliver will be honoured with

the approbation of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty : and although
Lieutenant Campbell had not the good fortune to share in the glory of this well-

intended enterprise, yet great credit is due to his intentions and exertions.

Lieutenant Oliver speaks in the highest terms of commendation of the spirit and

alacrity of the Honourable Almeira de Courcy, as well as the whole of his intrepid
Crew. I have the honour to be, &c.

H. DASHWOOD.

SIB, Bacchante, New Providence, April 13, 1805.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that, on the 3d instant, His Majesty's Ship
under my directions captured, off the Havana, His Catholic Majesty's Schooner

la Elizabeth, of 10 guns and 47 Men, commanded by Don Josef Fer Fexeyron.
She was charged with dispatches fiom the Governor of Pensacola, which were
thrown overboard previous to her surrendering.

Having received information that there were three French Privateers in the

Harbour of Mariel, (a small convenient Port, a little to the westward of the

Havana,) which had annoyed most considerably the Trade of His Majesty's Sub-

jects, transiently passing through the Gulf, I determined, if possible, to rout this

Band of Pirates ; for, from their plundering and ill treating the Crew of every
Vessel they met with, most particularly the Americans, they were nothing better;
and Lieutenants Oliver and Campbell having, in the most handsome manner,
volunteered their Service on this hazardous occasion, I dispatched these excellent

Officers, accompanied by the Honourable Almeira de Courcy, Midshipman, on
the evening of the 5th instant, in two Boats : and as it was absolutely necessary to

gam possession of a Round Tower near forty feet high, on the top of which were

planttd three long twenty-four-pounders, with loop-holes round its circumference

for musketry, and manned with a Captain and thirty Soldiers, I gave directions
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to attack and carry the Fort previous to their entering the Harbonr, so as to enable
them to secure a safe retreat. Lieutenant Oliver, the senior Officer, bein in th
headmost Boat, finding himself discovered, and as not a moment was to he lost at
such a critical period, most nobly advanced, without waiting for his Friend, landed
in the face, and in opposition to a most tremendous fire, without condescending
to return the salutation, mounted the Fort by a ladder which he had previously
provided, and fairly carried it by a coup-de-main with thirteen M?n, leaving Mr,
de Courcy, with three others, to guard the Boat, with an accident to only one
brave Man (George Allison) wounded, who was unfortunately shot through the

body before the Boat touched the ground ; but I am Inppy to sav, from the care

and attention of Mr. Williams, the Surgeon, he is already rapidly recovonn/.
The Enemy had two killed and three wounded.

Lieutenant Oliver, leaving Serjeant Denslow, of the Marines, (who, from hi*

bravery and good conduct, deserves great praise,) with six Men to guard She

Fort, and having been rejoined by Lieutenant Campbell, dashed on to attack the

Privateers, but to their great mortification found they had sailed the day previous
on a Crulsi' ;

he was therefore obliged to he contented with taking possession of

Two Schooners, laden with sugar, which he most gallantly brought away from

alongside a Wharf, in spite of repeated discharges of musketry from the Troops
and Militia, which poured down in numbers from the surrounding Couutrv.

I should not have bean tiius particular in recounting a circumstance which was
not attended with ultimate success, were it not to mark my admiration of the

noble conduct of I.ieutenaat Oliver in so gallantly attacking and carryii?- a Fort

which, w.th the Men it contained, ought to have maintained its position a.gainit

fifty times the number that were opposed : but nothing could withstand'the prompt-
and manly steps taken by that Officer and his gallant Crew on this occasion: anl

as, in my tumblejudgment the attempt was most daring and hazar.ious, aud had

The Privateers been there, I doubt not but success would have attended them, so I

humbly solicit the honour of notice to this most gallant Officer.

I have the honour to be, 6cc.

To Rear-Admiral Dacres, Commander C. DASHWOOD,
in Chief, cjj-c.

&c. <c, Jamaica.

Copies of two Letters from Captain Lake, Commander of His Majesty's Ship the'

Topaze, to William Marsden, Esq.

SIR> Topaze, at Sea, May 7, 1805.

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioner*

of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter to Admiral Lord Gardner of this date.

William Marsden, Esq. I am, &c. W. T. LAKE.

MY LORD. Topau,M*y 7,1*05.

I have the honour to acquaint you, that His Majesty's Ship under my Com-

mand has just captured the Spanish Ship Privateer Napoleon, ot St. S;

pierced for 20 guns, and mounting 10 nine-pounders, and lour eighteen-pound

carronades, with I'M Men on board.

She sailed 57 days since from Bourdeaux, and has taken m this her fir

the Westmoreland, an outward-bound Letter of Marque, of Liverpool, utter a

smart Action, and the Brig Brunswick from Honduras.

I have the honour to be, ccc.

Admiral Lord Gardner, $c. $c. $c.

Topaze, at Sea, May 20, 1305.

I e^l'ose herewith, for their Lordships' information, a copy of a Letter I have

written this day to Admiral Lord Gardner. I have the honour **
William Marsden, Esq.

Topaze, at S:a, My 20, 1803.

""'satisfaction to acquaint you, that His Majty 's 'P unJermj

has been aain 5k hamg thi, Ayr captured ,1 ftaa,
as been again

II. sss
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Privateer Brig, of 14 guns and 85 Men, of St. Sebastian
;
out from Vigo ten days/

without making, a Capture. I have the honour to be, &c.

Admiral Lord Gardner, <J-c.
<c. <AV. W< T. LAKE.

JUKE 18, 1805.

Co;>i/ of a Letter from Pear-Admiral Drnrn, to Williitm Nursilni, Esq. ; dated on

board the Trent, in Cork Harbour, the. 10th Listant.

iiR,

Enclosed I transmit you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, a letter froiii Captain Losack, of His Majesty's Sloop Helena, giving
an account of the Capture of the Santa Leoeadia, a Spanish Privateer, of 14- guns
and 114 Men. lam, !\c.

W. O'B. DRURY.

sin, His Majesty's Ship Helena, at Sen, QtliJitne, 1805.

T have the honour to acquaint you, that on the Station prescribed by your
. order of the 21st of March, His Majesty's Sloop under my Command captured on

the Mh instant, after a Chase of ten hours, and a smart exchange of shot for

fifteen minutes, the Saul?. Leocadia Spanish Ship Privateer, pierced for 20 guns,
14 nine-pounders mounted, and a complement of J14, Men. I am happy, Sir, to

:-dd, that no person was hurt on board the Helena, although the Enemy's guns
were well supplied with grape aad langvage; she was 54 days from St. Sebastian,

not having made any Captive, perfectly new, coppered, sails well, and in my
opinion calculated for the King's Service. Could I venture, Sir, on this short

trial of the Officers and Crew I have the pleasure to command, to mention their

conduct, I should certainly recommend them to notice
; among whom Lieutenant

Hugh Wylie, First of the Helena, and Messrs. 'U'alson and Willitts, who have both,

passed for Lieutenants, and anxiously waiting their Lordships' patronage.
I have the honour to be, &c.

WOODLEY LOSACK.

JUN-E 22, 1805,

Copy of a Letter from "Bear-Admiral Urnry to William Mursdcn, Esq.; dated on

board the Trent, in Cork Harbour, the 13(/i Ingtunt.

, sin,

You will please to acquaint the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of

tie Admiralty of the arrival, this day, of His Majesty's Shi]) Loire, and three Pri-

vateers, two Spanish and one French.

I herewith transmit Captain Maiiland's letter, enclosing one from Lieutenant

Yeo, First Lieutenant of the Loire, giving an account of the Capture of the above.

Vessels, as well as of his most judicious and prompt decision in entering the Bay
of Muros; and by the most active and daring gallantry on (he part of Captain
Maitland and Lieutenant Yeo, and the Officers 'and Ship's Company of the Loire,

taking the Forts which defended the Buy; the particulars of which are therein

detailed ;
also another letter from Captain Maitland, describing the very gallant

attack made by Lieutenant Yeo, in the Boats of the Loire, on a Spanish Felucca
and small Privateer, under the enemy's Batteries, accompanied with lists of the

killed and wounded, mid a list of Vessels captured and destroyed.
1 have the honour to be,&c.

AV. O' B. DRURY.

His Majesty's Ship Loire, off'Cape Finisterre,

SIR, June 2, 1805.

I have to inform you. that, after delivering the dispatches Lord Gardner

charged me with to Sir Robert Calder, in stretching to the westward to regain my
station, a small Vessel was discovered standing into the Bay of Camarillas, to the

eastward of Cape FinKerre. Being quite calm alter dark, I sent the Launch and
two Cullers, under Mr. Yeo, First Lieutenant, ns.sistud by Lieutenant Mullock of
the Marines, and Messrs. Clinch, Herbert, and Mildridge, Midshipmen, to endea-
vour to bring her out. From the Intricacy oi'ths Passage, the Boats did not get

up till break of day, when they found two small Privateers moored under a Bat-
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tery often guns; undaunted, however, by a circumstance so little expected Mr\ eo o.oemt the Launch, commanded by Mr. Clinch, to board the smSlest, while'
ic, w,th the t,o Cutter,, most

gallantly attacked and earned the largest a Ke-

fiJtT:>I."
eigUeen-pouno.rs, four four-pounders b,a.ss snivels and

The Launch had the same success in her attack
;
the Fort immediately openeda fire

;
so Ul directed, however, as to do httle damage, Being still perfectlv calmdose unaer.be guns ot the Buttery, and no possibility oflecebW askance

orn t M S,nP , Mr. Yeo was Bodcrthe paint,,! necessity of abandoning the smal-
si \ essd, a 1 uggcr ot two sixrpouaden and thirty-two Men, ,o secwo the Ke-

tacca, which, Jam happy to add, was effected with onlv three Men, Willia-u
icr James Gardner, Quarter-Master, and John MaVnes, Marine, ih-htlywounded. =

The loss on board the Lugger cannot be ascertained. When the Creu- of the
felucca was mustered, nineteen out of fifty were missing, some of who:a h<d
jumped overboard, but the greatest part we.-e killed by the pike, there bem no
weapons used but the pike and sabre.
When we call to mind the

ipeqimlity of force, Officers included, there bein-rnot
more than thirty-five of the Loire's' opposed to eighty Spaniards, with their
\ essels moored to the walls of a heavy Battery, it must 'be allowed to confer the
greatest credit on the Officers and Men employed on the Service.

Mr. Yeo, in coming out, toot possession of three small Merchant Vessels, but
finding their Cargoes consisted

only
of small wine for the enemv's Squadron at

Ferrol, I have destroyed them, the name of the Privateer captured i< the,

Esperanza, alias San Pedro, of Corunua. She is quite new, only out four daw,
and was victualled and stored for a Cruise of one month.
Mr. Yeo assures me that he was assisted by Mr. Mallock with the greatest

bravery, and gives the highest praise to Mr. Clinch for the gallantry and prompt-
ness with which he cnrried his orders into execution in llje Launch. He also

speaks in the warmest terms of the Ofh'cers and other Men under his Command.
1 have the honour to be, &e.

FRED. MAITLAND.
Rear-Admiral Dmry, <Sc.

cf-c. <|-c.
Cork.

His Majesty's Ship Loire, at Ancli'ir, Muros Road, Spain,

sin, June 4, 1805.

Being informed that there was a French Privateer, of twenty-six guns, fitting
out at Muros, and nearly ready lor Sea, it stiuck me, from my recollection of the

Bay (having been in it formerly, -\\hen Lieutenant of the KingstisherX us being

practicable either to bring her out or destroy her, with the Ship I have t lie honour
to Command. I accordingly prepared yesterday evening for engaging at anchor,

and appointed Mr. Yeo, First Lieutenant, with Lieutenant Mallocl'.s and Douglas,
of the Marines, and Mr. Clinch, Master's Mate, to head the Boarders and Ma-
rines, amounting, Officers included, to

titty
Men (being all that could be v

(
>-.f::d

I'r.iin anchoring the Ship and working the guns), in landing and storming the Fort,

thouch I then had no idea its strength was so great as it has proved. At nine this

morning, on the Sea breeze setting in, I stood for the Bay in the Ship, tlie .Men

previously prepared being in the Boats rtady to shove oiF. On hauling close

round ihe point of the road, a small Battery ot two guns opened a fire on the Ship ;

a few sh.stwere returned; but perceiving it would annoy us considerably, from its

situation, I desired Mr.Yeo to push onShoreand spike the trij.is reminding the Men
of its being the anniversary of their Sovereign's birth, and that, f.ir Ins -

well :is their own credit, their utmost exeriions must be used. Though s-idi ;:u

injunction was unnecessary, it had a great effect in animating ;::ui rwisir.g the
sj.t,

ntsof the people. As the' Ship drew in, and more fully opened the Bay, I per-

(H<>d a \er-v long Corvette, of twenty-six ports, apparentlynearly ready for Sea,

and a large Brig, of-tffenty ports, in "a state or fitting, L;it neither >J'them firing,

led me ufcoriclude thev had not their guns on board, and left nu o'hcr .!.;eci Jo

occupy mv attention but a heavy Fort, which, at this moment, open-.-d 10 oui

within less than H quarter of a mile, and began a wonderfully well-directed iiio,
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almost every shot taking place in the hull. Perceiving that, by standing further

on, more guns would be brought to bear upon us, without our being enabled to

near the Fort so much as 1 wished, I ordered the helm (o be put doVn; and when,
from the way she had, we had gained an advantageous position, anchored with a

spring, and commenced firing. Although we have but little doubt that, before

long, we should have silenced the Fort, yet from the specimen they <;avv us, and
being completely embrasured, it must nave cost us many lives, andgreat injury
to the Ship, had not Mr. Yeo's gallantry and great conduct soon put an end to

their fire.

I must now revert to him and the Party under his Command. Having Iaded
under the small Battery on the Point, it was instantly abandoned

;
but hardly had

he time to spike the guns, when, at the distance of a quarter of a mile, he per-
ceived a regular Fort, ditched, and with it mite, which the enemy (fortunately
never suspecting ourlanding) had neglected to secure, open a fire upon the Ship;
without waiting for orders he pushed forward, and was opposed at the inner gate
b^ the Governor, with such Troops as were in the Town, and the Crews of the
French Privateers. From the testimony of the Prisoners, as well as our'own Men, it

Appears
that Mr.Yeo was the first that'entered the Fort, with oneb!o\v laid theGo-

Governor dead at his feet, and broke his own sabre in two; the othe? Officers were

dispatched by such Officers and Men r.f ours ;is were nx jt advanced, and the nar-
rovnc:s of the gate would permit, to push forward; the remainder instantly fled

to ihe .urther end of the Foit, where, from the Ship, we could perceive many of
them K sp from the embrasures upon the Rocks, (a height of above twenty-five

feet); juch as laid down their arms received (juarter. For a more particular ac-
coi;n! of the proceedings of Mr. Yeo and his Party, I beg leave to refer yon to
liis letter enclosed herewith, and have to request j ou will be pleased to recom-
ftiend him to the notice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty ; being a

very old Officer, and in the two late instances has displayed as much gallantry as
ever fell to the lot of any M an

;
he speaks in the strongest language of the 6Ul-

cers and Men under his Command on Shore ; and I feel it but justice to attribute
our success wholly to their exertions; ^or, although the fire from the Ship was

admirably directed, the enemy were so completely covered by their embrazures,
as to render the grape almost ineffectual.

The instant the. Union was displayed at the Fort, I sent and took possession of
the Enemy's Vessels in the Road, consisting of the Confiance French Ship Pri-

vateer, pierced for twenty-six twelves and nines, none of which however were on
board

;
the Bcher, a French Privateer Brig, pierced for twenty eighteen pound

carronades
; and a Spanish Merchant Brig in ballast. I then hoisted a Flag of

Truce, and sent to inform the inhabitants of the Town, that if they would deliver

up such Stores of the Ship as were on Shore, there would be no further molestation.
The proposal was thankfully agreed to. I did not, however, think it advisable to

allow the People to remain long enough to embark the guns, there being a large
body of Troops in the vicinity. A great many s-nail Vessels are in the Bay, and
hauled up on the Beach

;
r.one of them having Cargoes of any value, I conceive

jt an act of inhumanity to deprive the poorer inhabitants of the means of gaining
their livelihood, and shall not molest them. On inspecting the Brig, as she had
only the lower rigging over head, and was not in a state of forwardness, I fpund
it impracticable to bring her away, and therefore set fire to her : she is now
Limit to the water's edge. I cannot conclude my letter without giving the por-
tion of credit that is their due to the Ofikers and Men on board the Ship. They
conducted themselves with the greatest steadiness and coolness

; and, although
under a heavy fire, povited their guns wiih the utmost precision : there being
hardly a shot that did not take effect. To Lieutenants Lawe and Bertram I feel
much indebted, as well as to Mr. Shea the Purser, (who volunteered his Services,
nd to whom I gave the charge of the Quarter Deck Carronades in Mr. Yeo's

absence,) for the precision and coohic.s displayed ! v the Men under their Com-
J.'iand in pointing the guns, as well a-i tin- < x^ct attention paid to my orders, and
ceasing tie the instant UK: Union -Jack made its appearance- on the Walls, by
which, in all pro, -ability, the lives of several of our Men were saved. Mr. Cle-

vtrly, the Master, brought the broadside t:> I r ar with much quickness and niee.iv,

l>y Htcuris of the spring. I scud you herewith a list of our Wounded on buaid,
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nd on Shore, with one of the Enemy's Killed and Wounded
; and an account of

their Force at the commencement of the Action.
I have been under the necessity of being more detailed than I could wish, but

it is out of my power, in a smaller compass, to do justice to the exertions and
conduct of the Officers raid Men employed on the different Services. It is but
fair at the same time to state that, much to the credit of the Ship's Company,
the Bishop and one of the principal Inhabitants of the Town came off to expre'^s
their gratitude for the orderly behaviour of the People, (there not being one
instance of pillage,) and to make oiler of every refreshment the place affords.

Iain now waiting forthe Land Breeze to carry us out, having already recalled
the Officers and Men from the Fort, the guns being spiked and thrown over the
parapet, the carriages rendered unserviceable, and the embrazun-s, with part of
the Fort, blown up. I have the honour to be, &c.

FRED. MAITLAXD.
Rear-Admiral Drury, <$-c. $c. $c. Ccne.

iJis Majesty's Ship T.oire, ^

SIR,
'

June 4, 1805.

I have the plcaure to acquaint you, that I proceeded on Shore with the Party
you did me the honour to place under my Command, for the purpose of storming
the Fort on the Point agreeable to your orders, which, on onr approach, the Sol-
diers quitted. On my arrival, 1 observed a strong Fort at the entrance of the

Town, opening a heavy lire on the Ship; and, judging it practicable to carry it by
storm, from a thorough knewledge I had of the determined bravery of all the

Officers and Men, I ordered them to follow me for that purpose, which was obeyed
with all that energy and gallantry which British Seamen and Marines are so well

known to possess on such an occasion, and, in a very short time, reached the outer

gate, when the French Centinel fired, and retreated into the Fort, which we in-

stantly entered, and was met by the Governor and all the Garrison, &c., when,
after a dreadful slaughter on the part of the enemy, the remainder surrendered,
and I instantly ordered the British Colours to be hoisted.

I feel it my duty, as well as the greatesFpleasure, to mention the great support
I received from Lieutenant Mallock, of the Royal Marines, and Mr. Charles

Clinch, Master's Mate, as, from their being near me all the time of the Action, I

was enabled to observe their very cool and gallant behaviour, as also of Lieute-

nant Douglas, of the Royal Marines, who, though engaged at different parts ofthe

Fort, I have no less reason to be highly pleased with.

I must now beg leave to say how much I am indebted to every Seaman and

Marine of the Party, who behaved so unanimously brave nothing could withstand

them ; and to their credit as Englishmen as well as their profession, the instant the

Fort was in our possession, they seemed to try who could be the first to relieve and

assist the poor wounded prisoners, who were lying in numbers in different parts of

the Fort
;
and I had the pleasure to see their humanity amply repaid by the

gratitude the unfortunate Men's friends expressed when they came to take them

41way.
I have the honour to be, occ.

JAMES LUCAS YEO.

To Captain Frederick Maitland, dj-c. #c. &c,

A List of the wounded on Shore belonging to His Majesty's Ship Loire, at Muros, tltt

4th ofJune, 1805.

Lieutenant J. L. Yeo, slightly; Mr. Clinch, Master's Mate, ditto; Henry Gray,

Seaman, ditto; Martin Hendrickson, Seaman, ditto; John Payne, Seaman, ditto;

John Leonard, Marine, ditto.

On Board.

imes Caldwell, Seaman, danger

leg
Whitecomb,
Seaman, dittt, , --------

Gillett, Seaman, ditto. Tola), '.' Officers, 12 Seamen, and 1 Maune.
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Spaniards killed and wounded.

The Governor of the Fort, and a Spanish Gentleman who had volunteered; the
Second Captain of the Confiance, and nine others, killed. Thirty, amonsst v.-hich
were most of the Officers of the Confiance, wounded; Total, 12 killed and 30
wounded.

FRED. L. MAITLAND.

f.nennfs Force at the Commencement of the Action when opposed tn His Majesty's Sinn
Loire, in Muros Bat/, the 4th of June, 1805.

A Fort of 12 Spanish eisrhtcen-pounder?, mounted on travelling carriages; 22
Spaoish Soldiers, several Spanish Gentlemen and TownsmenVolunteers, and about
100 of the Confiance's Ship's Company.
The small Battery on the Point, 2 Spanish eighteen-pounders, one mounted as

above, the other on a Ship Carriage, manned by 8 Artillery Men and 10 other

Spaniards.
In the Bay.

La Confiance of Bourdeaux, pierced for 6 guns, twelves and nines (not on
board), 116 fee.t long on the main-deck, 30 feet wide, measures about 450 tons,
is in good order, and a very lit Ship for His Majesty's Service

;
is reckoned to sail

excessively fast; was to have gone to Sea in a few days, bound to India, with a
complement of 300 Men : brought away.

LeBelier, of Bourdeaux, pierced for 20 guns; also
fitting for Sea

;
was to have

earned eighteen-pounder carronades, and 180 Men
; supposed to be destined to

cruize to the westward ofCape Clear: burnt.
The guns on the Fort and Battery spiked, and thrown over the Parapet. The

carriages broke, and rendered unserviceable. Thee.-nbrazurps blown up. Forty
barrels of Powder brought on board, with two small brass cannons, and fifty stand
of arms.

FRED. MAITLAND.

Copy of a Jitterfrom Rear-Admiral Dacrcs, Commander in Chief of His Najefti/'s

Mips find Vessels at Jamaica, to William Marsden, Esq; dated 'on board the Hcr-
culc, at Sea, the 2d May 1805.

SIB,

I have the honour to enclose, for their Lordships' information, the copy of
letter from Captain Coghlan, of His Majesty's Sloop Renard, acquainting me of
his having brought to Action the General Erneuf Privateer, late His Majesty's
Sloop Lilly, which, after a close Action of thirty-five minutes, took fire and ex-

ploded. It is an additional proof of the steady and decisive conduct of Captain
Coghlan, who speaks in high terras of his Officers and Ship's Company, all of
whom will, I am sure, meet the approbation of their Lordships.

x >
I am, &c. J. R. DACRES.

His Majesty's Sloop Renard, Port Royal, Jamaica,
sin, April 17, 1805.

Having escorted the Chesterfield Packet to the latitude directed in your
order of the sixteenth of March last, and being on my way to carry into effect
the latter part of it, I have the honour to acquaint you, that at eleven A. M.
on Friday the twentieth ult., being in latitude twenty-one deg. fourteen rnin.

north, and longitude seventy-one deg. thirty rain, west, a Ship was seen to lee-
ward standing (under easy sail) to the north west: all sail was instantly made
in chase, and the stranger soon discovered to be an Enemy, who, upon our

approach, shortened sail, evidently with an intention to engage us: at twenty
minutes past two P. M. having reduced our sail, I closed with the Enemy, who
opened his fire upon us, but not a gun was fired from this Ship until within pistol
shot, at which distance she was placed on the Enemy's weather-how, when a lire

commenced tiiat reflects infinite praise on the. Officers who directed it
;

fur at the
short period of thirty-five minutes, the Enemy was discovered to be on fire, au^
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in ten minutes after blew up with a dreadful explosion : every possible exertion
was now made .to get the only Boat that could swim to the relief of (he few
brave, but unfortunate survivors, who had just before so gallantly defended them-
selves, and were now seen all around us, on the scattered reiiiiutats of the Wreck,
in a mangled and truly distressing stale: but it is with pleasure I add, that of
the few who escaped the flames, not a Man was drowned, amounting to fifty-five.

The Ship proved to be the General Erneuf, a Privateer, late His Majesty's
Sloop Lilly, commanded by Monsieur Paul Gerand Poinle, seven clays from

Bassc-terre.Guadaloupe, carrying eighteen twelve-pounder carronades, and two

long guns (four more than when in His Majesty's Service), with a complement
of 160 Men, (thirty-one of whom were Soldiers,) going to cruise for the home-
ward bound Jamaica Fleet.

The Enemy's loss was great before the melancholy scene that put an end to-the

Action, having between twenty and thirty Men killed and wounded ; and I am

singularly happy to acquaint you that mine is inconsiderable, nine Men only
being wounded, some slightly, I hope none dangerously. The steady, cool, und
determined conduct of the Officers and Men serving under my orders, was

truly meritorious, and gives them just claims on every commendation that is in

the power of their Commander to bestow. Our sails, running and standing

rigeing, have suffered much, the Enemy's fire being principally directed against
them. The Second Captain and one Lieutenant are the only surviving Officers.

This Ship cruised with gr,eat success- against the Trade of His Majesty's Subjects,

having made six valuable Captures on her former Cruise.

I have the honour to be, &C.

JEREMIAH COGHLAX.
To James Richard Dacres, F.sq ; Rear-Admiral

Copy of another Letter from Rear-Admiral Dacres tn William Marsden, Esq. ; dated

on board L'Hercute, at Sea, the 9th May 1&05.

Sift,

I have the honour to enclose you the Copy of a Letter I have received from

Captain Kardyman, of the Unicorn, acquainting me of the Boats of that Ship

having captured the Tape-a-bord, Cutter Privateer.

Iam,&c. J.R. BACHES.

SIRt His Majesty's Ship Unicorn, at Sea, May 6, 1805.

I beir leave to inform you of the Capture of the French National Privateer le

Tape-a^bord, mounting four six-pounders, well armed, and carrying forty-six Men,

commanded by Citizen Hemigueth, by the Boats of His Majesty's Ship under

iBv Command. On the North Side of St. Domingo, Cape Franjois bearing S. W.

bv S., distance eight or nine leagues, on the morning of the 6th Instant, a strange

Sail was seen on the larboard bow, distance seven or eight miles, having then

liht airs, and inclinable to cairn, and perceiving the stranger was using every

effort with his sweeps to escape, and apparently full ot Men, and no hopes

inv closino with His Majesty's Ship, I directed Henry Smith Wilson, First Lieu-

tenant, * it'll four Boats, assisted by James Tail and Henry Bourchier Second

and Third Lieutenants, backed by the volunteer services of J

Tucker, a Passenger belonging to His Majesty's Ship orthumberbud, \V,alter

Powell, Lieutenant of Marines, and Charles Bundle, Purser ot Hi* Majesty s

Ship under my Command, to proceed with the Bout*, and endeavour to come up

with the Chase. The. cool and determined manner in winch this service was

performed, after a pull of many hours, and the strong opposition they me(

from the well-directed fire of the guns and musketry, kept up by th

induces me thus publickly to express my approbation of every Officer, Seaman.

and Marine engaged on this Service ;
and I am happy to add, that no Lu-es we.e

IOS

TlH
P
<Privaieer waTfrom Samana, on a Cruise ;

out ten days, without taking

any thing.
* am - & '

L T> ILUlDYMAy.

T,} Rear-Admiral Dacres, *c. <j:
c. <c. Jamaica.
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HDromotion0 arrti Stppointmente.

Capt. Codrington is appointed to the Orion
; Capt. S. Warren to the Glory, vice

Aylmer ; Capt. Simpson to (he Wasp; Lieut. Talbot to the Encounter, anew
Gun-vessel ; Captain Stephens is appointed to the Captain ; Captain Law ford td

the Audacious; Capt. Lechmere to the Thunderer; Capl. Fane to the Hind;
Capt. M'Namara to the Dictator

;
Mr. Hose to b<* Purser of the Sardine; Capt.

Worth is appointed to the Tourterelle
; Capt. Beaufort to the Woolwich

; Capt.
Fahie to the Amelia; Capt. Woolcombe, to the Hyuena; Capt. Clinch to the

Osprey; Capt. Byam to the Busy ; Lieut. Pringlc to command the Pert, (late

Buonapart6) ; Lieut. Dodd, of the Royal William, to the Pickle Schooner
; Capt.

Shortland, of the Trompeuse, to the rank of Post Captain, by the death of Capt,;

Brawn, of the Squirrel, on the Coast of Africa.

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has been pleased to appoint the Rev.
James Stanier Clarke, F.R.S., and Chaplain to the Household, to be his Royal
Highnes's Librarian. Mr. Clarke was formerly Chaplain on boar<l the Impetueux,
commanded by the late Admiral Payne ; is Author of the " Naval Sermons," and
"

History of the Maritime Discoveries from the earliest Periods." We understand

Mr. Clarke has another Naval Work in the Press, to be called the History of

Shipwrecks, &.c. From our knowledge of the abilities of the Author, and the

information we have received relating to this latter Work, we doubt not but our

Readers will be as anxious to see it as we are.

Capt. P. Campbell is appointed to the St. Fiorcnzo Frigate, in the East Indies ;

Captain Buterfield to be Agent of Transports afloat, and to command the Division

now at Cork
; J. Barlton, Esq. to be Secretary to Admiral Stirling ;

and J. Lake,

Esq. to be a-Lieutenant at Haslar Hospital, in the room of Lieut. Parke, deceased.

Lieutenant Yeo, of the Loire Frigate, who fought the late gallant Action in

Muros Bay, is promoted to the rank of Commander.

MARRLYGES.
At Lymington, Hants, the Hon. Colonel St. George, of Switzerland, to Miss M.

Carteret, second Daughter of the late Admiral Carteret, formerly of Winchester,
and Niece of the Recorder of London.

Lately, at Jersey, S. Champion, Esq., Secretary to Sir James Saumarez, to Miss
E. Pipon, Daughter of the late T. Pipon, Esq., Chief Magistrate of that Island.

Captain Mansel!, of the Navy, to Miss Thorold, Daughter of the Rev. J.

Thorold.

OBITUARY.
On the Coast of Africa, Ernest Brawn, Esq., Captain of the Squirrel Frigate.

Ths Gentleman was honoured with a Medal for his Services in Egypt last War,
and was promoted to the rank of Post Captain in 1802.

Miss S. Montagu, Ihird Daugliter of Admiral Montagu, Compiander in Chief
at Port>nv.)r.!h.

At Gre:;a<!;:, Lieutenant H. Bateson, of His Majesty's Ship Amelia ; Lieutenant

Strong, of the Marines, of His Majesty's Ship Galatea; Mr. Gascoyne, Master
of His Majesty's Ship Boaulieu.

At his House, at the Royal Hospilal at Haslar, Lieutenant T. Parke, an Offi-

cer who, in his professional character, was happily possessed of the qualities
which usually command respect and esteem, and who, in the circle of social and
domestic life, fulfilled the amiable duties of an affectionate Husband, a kind

Father, and a faithful Friend.

Monday, June the 10th, Mark Milbenke, Esq., Admiral of the White. He was

leaping Over the hand-rail of his stair-case, and unfortunately fell into the

vestibule. Mr. Heaviside, the Surgeon, was immediately sent for, but before he
arrived, the Admiral had expired.\ Admiral Milbanke, who was in his 84th year,
was the second on our list of Admiral^, after Sir Peter Parker, Admiral of the

Fleet. He was made a Post Captain as far buck as the year 1748 ; was ad-

vanced to the rank of Rear-Admiral in 1779; to that of Vice-Admiral in 178O;
and to be a full Admiral in 1793. He had seen much Service, and we shall

take an early opportunity of presenting our Readers with a sketch of big pro-
fessional progress.
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AXECDOTE of Captain William Chambers, 113.

Of the Royal William, ib. Of a Game Cock, <

116, 438.
"

Of Captain Campbell, 169. Of
a British Tar, 195. Of Captain Neshain,

2(31'. Of Lord Howard, ib. Of the Duke
of Ossuna, '268. Of Sir Thomas Rich, 339.

Of Captain Lord Coehranc, 357.

ANNE ;
detail of the loss of the Ship so called,

59.

ANSOS, I./jrd
;
his expedient to prevent a Ship

from driving, 113.

APPENDIX, Nos. I, II.

ARROW ;
extract of a letter from an Officer on

board that Ship, 381.

ATTACK; French account of Captain Francis

Mason's on le Vimereux Privateer, 352.

B.

BARCELONA ;
French account of the Block-

ade of, 74.

BATTERY ; some account of a floating mortar

one, 193.

BICKERTON, Rear-Admiral Sir Richard, Bart.;

portrait and biographical memoir of; viz.

Some particulars^!'
his Family, 337339.

Commences his ^aval Career on board of

the M cl.vay, 339. Removed to the Enter-

prise Frigate, ib. Communicates the first

intelligence of hostility
on the part of the

French in 1776, 340. Promoted to be a

. Lieutenant, and appointed to the Prince

George, 16. Made First Lieutenant ot the

Jupiter, of 50 guns, which engages a French

Line of Battle Ship, and compells her to

bear awav with sreat loss, 341 . Made a Jbfr-

/2atK<f)rom (Hot* XIII.

er and Commander, and appointed to the

Swallow Sloop, 341. The Combined Fleets

escape the notice of the British Fleet, ih.

Captain Bickerton, in company with Captain
Inglencld, captures the Black Prince, a large
American Privateer, 34?. His eagerness to

engage exposes him to imminent danger, ib.

- Commodore Fielding in detaining
Dutch Ships, ib. The Commodore detains
a Dutch Squadron, ib. Captain Bickerton
is at the taking of St. Eustatius 343. Mude
Post by Sir G. Rodney in the Gibraltar, after-

uard remoied Litothe Invincible, and is in

(he Action oiFAIartinico, under Sir Samuel
Hood, in 1781, ib. S.r Samuel speaks highly
in praise of his Oih'cerj and Men, ib. D:f-

panty of the British and French Squadrons
engaged, ib. Captain I-'ickerton com -s

home in the Amaxon, ib. Appointed to the'

Sybil Frigate, and ordered to thr- West la-

dies, where he remains till 1790, am! brings
home the West India Fleet, 311. Appointed
to the Ruby in 1793, and afterwards to the

Rainillies, which sails with Lord Howe's

Squadron, to cruise in the Bay, ib. Sir

Richard chases a part of the Squadron which

was afterwards taken by Sir John Borlasa

Warren, ib. Promoted to be Rear-Admiral
of the Blue, ib. Appointed Second in Com-
mand, as Port-Admiral at Portsmouth, 345.

Joins Lord Keith in the Mediterranean, and

is'appointed by his Lordship to command the

Blockade of Cadiz, ib. List of the blockading

Squadron, ib. Lord Keith colle:ts his FK'Ct

at Gibraltar, in order to attack Cadiz, ife.

Sir Richard proceeds with Lord Keith to the

Blockade of Alexandria, ib. List of the

Fleet, 347. Vigorous Attack made on Alex-

andria, 348. Alexandria capitulate*,
.S!. 1

.

Honourable mention made of Sir Richard in

Lord Keith's Official DispaMic-N :>.)0. Tl.c

Thanks of both Houses of Parliament voted

to them, ib. Sir Richard is complimented

by General Menon, and invested with the

Imperial Ottoman Order of the Crtscent, 'b.

Advanced to be Rear-Admiral of the R.'d

Squadron, and hoists his Flag on board of

the Royal Sovereign, as So.oiui in Command
in the Mediterranean, 351. Heraldic par-

ticulars, ib.

BLK :.', Admiral RICHARD RODVFY : portrait

and biographical memoir of, 4 .'5. Commen-

ces his Naval Career under the immediate

auspices of his Go. Mather, Lord Ro'hicy, ib.

M:le a Lientenani,and afterward promoted
to be a Commander in the Virgin Sloop of

War, and captures several of the 1

Privateers, ib. Raised to the Ra.ik of l
;

o.->l

T TT
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Captain, 426. Appointed to the Excellent,

and afterward to thn Alexander, in which

Ship ho fulls in with a French Squadron, and
forced to strike to very superior Force, ib.

His official letter respecting the Engage-
ment, ib. The French Ships are so much
damaged, as to be compelled to return to

Brest, 428. Promo.red to be Rear-Ad ruiral

of the Bine, 429. Tried by a Court Mar-
tini tor the Surrender of the Alexander, and
most honourably acquitted, 429. Hoists his

Flag under Sir Peter Parker, at Portsmouth,
ib. Appointed Second in Command, under

Sir Henry Harvey, in the Windward Islands,

ib. Assumes the Command*on the Jamaica

Station, where he is actively employed tili

1799, when, having been previously ap-

pginted Vice-Admiral, he returns to Eng-
land, ib. Appointed to the Command of the

Naval Force in Scotland, and afterward pro-
moted to be Admirul of the Blue, ib. His

defence of the Alexander not surpassed in

our Naval Annals, 450.

Bo>x ;
some account of a curious one made of

sheet iron, 278.

BOMBAY; extract of a letter from thence,

stating a singular fact, 289.

BousnzLD, Captain DANIEL, Commander of

the Ship Ceres ;
his Letter respecting the

Engagement which he had with the Buona-

parte Privateer, 383. The Commander of

the Buonaparte's Letter to Capt. Bousfield,

384.

BRITISH GENEROSITY ; instance of, 357.

TAR
; fortitude and humour of one,

195.

BUCKINGHAM ; generosity of her Officers and

Crew to the Dutch Prisoners on board her,

69.

BUONAPARTE; the private expenses of his Co-

ronation, 65. Conjectures on the Motives

of his pacific Message to his Majesty, 133.

His Consecration brings a bon-mot to re-

membrance, ib. Curious conversation which

took place betwixt him and the Dutch Ad-
miral Verheuil, 287.

,

BUONAPARTE Privateer beat off by Merchant

Ships, 156. List of the killed and wounded
on boarr! the Merchantmen, 157. Further

particulars of the Engagement, 272.

*, 50 guns, beats off the Mareago
of 80 guns and two Frigates, 218, 288.

ClinONOMETRJCAL REGULATION, 50.

COCHRANE, Admiral; his Conduct ably vin-

dicated in the Courier against some asper-
sions in the Morning Chronicle, 134.

COMMISSION under the Great Seal commences
its labours, 133.

COMPASS, Mariner's ; account of some im-

provements lately made on it, 196

CONSTANCE ;
account ofthe loss of the Tender

so called, 207.

CONTAGION ; removal of, 191.

COPENHAGEN ;
historical sketch of the battle

of, bv a Native of Denmark, 463,

CoiudspONUENCE, 51, 196, 268, 363.

COURIS MARTIAL, Naval; proceedings of,

in the Trials of Captain Bennct, 2oo. Of

Captain Piikmore, 331.

D.

DAVCF, Sir NATHANIEL ; liberality of the

Bombay Insurance Society to him, for his

gallant Action with Linois, 360. Correspon-
dence which took place on the occasion,

361364.
D'Au vi'nGNE, Commodore PHII.TP, Duke of

Bouillon; portrait and biographical memoir

of; viz. Some particulars of his entrance
into the Navy, 1G9. Makes several Voyages
as a Midshipman in the Flora Frigate, and
is introduced lo the Empress of Russia, ib.

S. ;ils with the Hon. Captain Phipps on a

Voyage of Observation, ib. Soma account
of the Voyage, 170. His conduct highly

approved of by Captain Phipps, 171. Nar-

rowly escapes being made Prisoner by the

Americans, 172. Made Acting Lieutenant

of Admiral Shuldham's Flag-ship, 173. Sails

with Sir PetctParker against Rhode Island,

iu. Lord Howe promotes him to the rank

of Lieutenant, and appoints him to the Com-
mand of the Alarm, 174. Appointed Bri-

gade Major to the Seamen and Artillery

doing duty on Rhode Island, ib. Mado
First Lieutenant of the Arcthusa Frigate, is

shipwrecked, and made Prisoner, ib. Re-

cognised and claimed by the reigning Duke
of Bouillon as his Relation, ib. Rejects the

tempting- offers made to him by one of the

French Ministers, ib. The Duke of Bouillon

and the Admiralty approve of his conduct,
ib. Appointed to command the Lark, and
sails in tLc Expedition against the Cape of

GI 0.1 Hope, 175. Leads the Attack against
the Dutch East India Ships in Saldanha

Bay, ib. The object of the Expedition a-

gainst the Cape is frustrated, ib. Success of

the Squadron against the Dutch Ships, ib.

Lieut. d'Auvergne is made a Master and
Commander, 177. Cruises in the Rattle^

snake, under Captain Paisley, and ordered
to verify, &c. the position of '] rhiidad, ib.

Is shipwrecked on that Island, ib. Ordered

by Commodore Johnstone to maintain pos-
session of Trinidad, ib. His conduct highly

approved of, and Post rank conferred oa
him, 178. Returns to England with Sir

Edward Hughes's Dispatches, an<t finds tl">

Duke of Bouillon waiting for his annu.,

having ascertained his relationship to him, ib.

Passes, the Winter at the Duke of Bouillon's

Si'al in Normandy, who adopts him gs his

Son and Successor, 179. Makes the Tour of
the Western Provinces of France, in com-

pany with Loni Sydney, and presented to

Louis the XVIth at Fontainblcuu, ib. "Re-

turns to England, and is appointed to the

Command of the Narcissus Frigate, ib. His
ill Health obliges hiia to relinquish the Com-
mand of his Ship, and he passes some time
with the Duke of Bouillon, 180. The Duke
dies, and is succeeded by his only Son
Prince James Leopold, ib-. The oaths of

fuleii'.y and allegiance arc taken to him and
to C;;ptatu d'Auvergne, as his Successor, ib.

Appointed Captain of the Nonsuch, and
Commander of a Flotilla of Gun-boais, fur

the protection of Jersey and Guernsey, id.

Succeeds the Earl of Bukatras in the ton-.
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Jroul and direction of die bounties granted
to French lay Emigra:-its in the above-men-
tioned Islands, 181. Invested with the su-
preme direction and inspection of the mili-

tary Corps of Officers raised from those refu-
gees, ft. An Address presented r<> him bythe French Emigrants for the delicacy or
Jus conduct towards them, ib. C;:n>uirj };is

Patron, Karl Howe, and receives p. !(..._' and
detailed letter from (hat distinguished C^.i-
mandcr, ib. Honoured with the distinc'-i.m
of a broad pendant, 182. After the Deii-
nUive Treaty of Amiens he obtains per-
mission to go to Paris Tor the purpose of ap-
plying for restitution or indemnity for his
alienated domains, as Successor to thelJuk-s
of Bouillon, ib. Jludely seized by some of
the French police, and' hurried before the
Minister of' Pi>!lce,-l ii:l. Conducted to the
l
j
n--on of liic Te;np!f, 18(5. Sees a person

of shocking appearance in the Temple, i!j.

Caution given to him hy the Turnkey, 1C7.
Is liberated, 188. Intamous request made
to him, ib. Receives equivocal Passports,
189. Submits his case to the British Minis-

try, and hoists his broad Pendant on board
the Severn, Ib. The States of Jersey vote
liberal bounties to such Seamen as would
erve wider his Cotaimiutd, 190. Elected a
Member of the Gr:-nd Cross of the Capitu-
lary Order of St. Joachim, ib. Heraldic par-
ticulars, ib.

PUCKS
;
the London ones opened for the re-

ception oi Ships ;,nd Merchandize, 13G.
DOCK \'t.RD at Woolwirh"; observatic

of the gradual rising of the tide at the, 68.

DOMINICA
; Letter from General Prevcst,

giving an account of the French having ef-

fected a Landing on that Island, 326.
DORIS Frigate; loss of the, Ii3.

DaovNED PKRSONS, &c. Method recom-
mended by Dr. Havves for restoring them
to life, 481.

DUQUESNE Man of War ordered to be broke

up, 133.

DUTCH PRISONER* on board the Buckingham
generously treated by the Oilicers and Crew
ou board of that Ship, 69.

E
EARI. OP ARKRGAVENNY

;
loss of the East

Indiaman so called, 12-1. Names ofsome of

the persons who were saved from the wreck,
li!8. Farther particulars, 108, Sod.

EAST INDIA DOCKS at Blackball; their found-

ation stone laid, 288.
K..H ..\ -IES; supposed intention of Govern-

ment respecting some splendid ones, 1S3.

ENGLISH GRATITUDE
;
instance of', 1'.'4.

MERCHANTMAN
;
the Master ofone

ill treated by a Danish C.iptain, 39.L>.

ENTERPRISE; account of a gallant one, 353.

EUROPEAN SHIPPING
;
Scale of, 195.

EXPEDITION
;
account of part of the Force to

be employed in (he intended one, 65. Pre-

parations lor it earned on with activity, 133.

, Catamaran ;
some account of the

one which was first attempted in 1693, 275.

F.

FAUST, ST.
;

his Letter to the Editor of the

D.lft Couraut, 17

FEVFR
; cause and cure of the Jail, 193.

FILTERING MAC-HIVE; account of a newly
invented one, 354.

FISOARD
; remarkable success of that Frigate-

off Cape St. Vincent, 66.
FLEET

;
List of the English and French Fleets

at Loursbourg in 1757, 114.
FLOATING .\!ORTAR BATTERY

; some account
of a newly invented one, 193.

FLORA; loss of the Brig so called, 122.
FRANC*

; interesting letter from la Peyrouse
to the King of, 434.

FRENCH account of the Blockade of Barce-
lona, 74.

CRUELTY; instance of, 264.
FLEET

; List of the, at Louisboiir"',
in 1757, 114.

SCUUYTS
; eight of them brought into

the Downs, 400.

G.
GIBRALTAR

; the King issues a Proclamation

respecting the infectious disease at, 144.

GRANT, Lieut.
; observations on his Narrative

of a Voyage of Discovery to New South
Wales, '}01, 469.

GRATITUDE; English; instance of, 194.
GREAT BRITAIN; the Correspondence be-
tween the Court of, and those of Petersburg
and Stockholm, conducted with uncommon
activity, 65.

GREENWICH HOSPITAL; button worn by tha
O&c'jrs at, 4'?.

GUIJRNSLY
;
account of the latetJale at, 78,

H.
HAMMOND, Sir A. S.

; correspondence betwixt

him and the Earl of St. Vincent, c. 487

HAWES, Dr. ;
method recommended by him

for restoring to life the apparently dead, 4bl

HYDROGRAPHF.R, the, (No. I,) 474

HUNTER, Lieut. WILLIAM
; portrait and bio-

graphical memoir of
;

viz. Some account of

his entrance into the Navy, ]. Embarks on

board the Neptune Letter oMIarque, winch

is captured by an Algerine Zebec, 3. Good
conduct of the Al-jerine Captain, 4. They
proceed to Port >:ahon H-n-bour, and are

put into Quarantine, ib. Sail to Smyrna, and

return to England, ib. Mr. Hunter embarks

on board the John and Zachariah, and sails

to the West Indie, 5. Is struck by his

Captain, and leaves him in an 'j\'.raoro:iiiary

manner, t&. Accidentally r.seeU with Ins

Captain again, and renews his e:- age.iu-nt,

6. Applies to a Friend of his Father, ib.

Hypocritical conduct of his Father's
'

7."Leaves the house of his pretended Friend

with indignation, and takes a night's lodging

in a watch-house, ib. Sails to the Easi In-

dies, and is shipwrecked, 8. Hard iras.- of

Seamen when discha; ged, 9. Mr. 1 1 .

sails to the East Indies a .id i.iuruv.r,!> re-

turns to his native Country, where IK

some proficiency
in the Matheivciti. . II.

Appointed a Midshipman ofthe Bedford, i'.

Exerts himself witli the other Mids in ng-

ging the Ship, 12. Arrives at Lisbon at ti.e

time of the great Earthquake there, 11. 1755,

13. ExtraoHm:iry escape of a sailor fro:u

imminent danger, 14. Account of a dr. a !-

tul aud destructive Hurricane, 15. >Ur. 11.



safts in (he Expedition to America in 17.V3.

16. Attacked bv nine-Canoes, 20. Gallmit

conduct of a Soldier, '2'2. Mr. H. is dis-

f appoint -1 in his expectation of Promotion,
24. Sails to Quebec, "5- Proceedings of

*- our Squadrons, 'J6 29. Employed in very

fatiguing service at the Morro, 30. Return"
to England, and is paid oiF, ib. Becomes

acquainted with the Poet Falconer, 31. Re-
turns to his Father, a'.id receives a letter

from the Secretary of the Admiralty* ik-

Rekttes a curious circumstance respecting
the Ramilics, ib. Receives a flattering letter

from t!>e, Secretary of the Admiralty, 34.

Appointed to command tlieGa.spee Hn<:,."Vi.

Ordered to the Gulph of St. Lawrence, to

superintend the Fisheries, 36. While cruis-

ing oft' the Gulph of St. La\vrence an un-

lucky circumstance takes place, ib. Tried

by a Court Mania], and honourably acquit-
ted, 38. Attacks an American Battery, and

is forced to capitulate, 40. Sent prisoner to

Albany, and afterwards exchanged, 41. Pre-

sents a Memorial of his Services to the Earl

of Sandwich, 4<>. Disappointed again in his

expectation of promotion, 43. Appointed
Lieutenant of Greenwich Hospital, 4.">. Fac-

simile of his hand writing, {';.

J.

J AII. FEVER; Cause and Cure of, 19:/.

JAMAICA ; Speech of Lieutenant-Governor

Nugent on opening the Geneva! Assembly
of, ~157.

JAMES, Commodore Sir WILLIAM, Bart.; por-
trait and biographical memoir of, 89. Enters

the Navy at twelve years of age, 90. Ap-
pointed Commander of a Ship, and is taken

Prisoner, ib. Is shipwrecked, but escapes,
after experiencing extreme hardships, 91.

Enters into the East India Company's S-T-

vice, ib. Low state of the Company at the

time Mr. James entered into its service, 92.

Brief account of the origin and progress of

the East India Company, ib. Mr. James

performs two Voyages as Chief Mate of a

Ship, and is afterward appointed to com-
mand the Guardian, 96. Ordered fb pro-
tect the Trade on the Malabar Coast from
the depredations of Augria and other Pi-

rates, ib. Some account of Angria, ib. Cap-
tain James attacks a Fleet of Angria's Ships,

. sinks one of them, and compels the remain-

der to take shelter in Gheirah and Severn-

droog, 98. Description of two kinds of

Vessels employed by Angria, *&. Their

mode of attack, 99. Captaiu James is ap-

pointed Commander in Chief of the East

India Company's Marine Forces, 1OO. Pur-
sues Angria's Fleet, ib. Attacks Severn-

droog, 101. Blows up two of Angria's Ma-

gazines, and takes about 100 Prisoners, 1O2.

Four of the Enemy's Forts subdued in one

day, 103. Saila with Admiral Watson against
Gheriah, 104. Order in which the Fleet

attacked Angria's Forces, ib. Gheriah sur-

renders, 106. Angria's AVife and Children,
and other Relatives, taken Prisoners, 107.

Affecting Interview betwixt Admiral Wat-
son and Angria's Relations, ib. A baud-
sonic Swurd preseuted to him by the East

ludia Company, ib. Appointed CBairmaTi
of the Company, ib. Created a Baronet,
and returned a Member to serve in Parlia-

ment, 110. Elected one of the Elder Bre-

thern, and Deputy .Master, of the Trinity
Hou.se, and Governor of Greenwich Hospi-
tal, ib. Plans the Capture of Pondicherry,
ib. A valuable Service of Plate presented
to him by the Company, (7>. His health ra-

pid^ declines, and he dies suddenly on the

day of his Daughter's mairia;-e, i/>. Superb
Monument erected to his Memory, 111. In-

scription on the. Monument, ib. Heraldic

Particulars, 112.

INVASION
;
Debate in Parliament respecting

it, 148. Catalogue: of all the Descents for

the purpose of invadin, Britain, from 1066
to 1096, 430.

K.
KING'S BENCH, Court of; Trials interesting

to tile Navy in
;

viz. Rack and others i<.

Mackay, 67. Jones r. an Officer on the Im-

press Service, i.'.'H. Stowc t>. a Lieutenant

in the JVavy,
I2ob. The King r. HemtXt

and others, 'j36.

L.

LA MDEH, Captain, with two of his Officers and
some of his-Crew, murdered at Penanir, 287.

LAI; NCI! of the Hebe Frigate at Deptibrd ;

some account of the, (i*>. Ship of War
launched at Dartmouth, 69i

LA PI-.YHOUSE
; interesting letter from him t

Louis XVI of France, 434.

LETTKH
;
curious one extracted from the Rot-

terdam Courant, 47. Official ones from Ad-
miral Saundcrs, 439.

LIFE BOAT; some account of one built on a
new construction, '261.

LIGHT HOUSE ; Plan of a new invented one
for Flainliorough Head submitted to the in-

spection of the Trinity Houses, &c. 68.

LiN'ois, Admiral ; some aconnt of, 115. Beat
oft' in the Marengo of 80 guns, by the Cen-
turion of 50 guns, 218.

LotiisBOURO ;
List of the English and French

Fleets at, in 1737, 114.

M.
M'AriTHUR's(Mr.) Naval and Military Courts

Martial; observations on a new edition of, 5.5.

MACHINE; dreadful explosion of one called

the INFERNAL, ti76.

MARINE DESIGNS, Naval Portraits, &c. in

the Exhibition of the Royal Academy in

1805, 396.
MARINE LIST (Lloyd's) of Ships lost, des-

troyed, captured, and recaptured, &c. 87,

167, 247, 336, 424.

MARINER'S COMPASS ;
account of some im-

prevements lately mafia in it, 196.

MASON, Capt. FRANCIS ;
French account of

his Attack on Ic Vimereaux Privateer, 352.

MAT: HKU s's, (Mr. GEORGE) observations on
the means that would have prevented the

loss of the Venerable, 51.
f

MJ-DICAI. ESTABLISHMENT in the Royal

Mi I.VILLE, Lord Viscount, writes a Letter to

the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, 284.

Answer of the Commissioners, <J!><!. Resigns
lys. Situation as First Lord of the. AliwraW,



ISDEX.

,..287. Interesting Debates in Parliament

respecting him, '289, 417.

METALLIC RIGGING
;
observations on, 48.

MIDSHIPMEN
;
those who have served their

time are to be employed as Sub-Lieuts. 84.

MOORE, Major-General Sir JOHN, lands at

Lisbon on a secret Mission, 67.

N
NABEY

;
loss of the Ship so called, 120.

NATIVE OF GERMANY
;
extract from his Tour

in Zealand, 463.

NAVAL ACTION
; gpllant one performed by

Capt. Lind in the Centurion, '218, 288.

NAVAL ANECDOTES, COMMERCIAL HINTS,
RECOLLECTIONS, &c. 46, 113, 191, 259,

352, 430
; specified under their various sub-

ject words.

NAVAL ENGAGEMENT; account of a spirited
one fought in 1756, 270.

EVENTS
; chronological sketch of the

most remarkable in the year 1804, 62.
- FORCE for the protection oflreland,65
HOSPITAL about to be established at

Barbadoes, 155.

HISTORY of the present year, 1805,

65, 133, 206, 84, 399, 48'.'.

REFORM. Ninth Report of the Com-
missioners of Naval Inquiry presented to the

House of Commons, 15'-'. Notice of a Mo-
tion to be made in Parliament ior continu-

ing the Act for Naval Inquiry, 153, 154.

Lord Melville's letter to the Commissioners,
Si 84. The Commissioners' Answer, '286. The
Lord Mayor is solicited to convene a Com-
mon Council en the subject of the Tenth

Report, 284. A similar request made to the

Sheriffs of Middlesex, 287. Interesting De-
bate in Parliament respecting the Tenth Re-

port, 289. Account of Mr. Trotter's funded

property, 360. Further Debates in Parlia-

ment ill regard to Lord MelviUc, 417. Pe-

tition presented to Parliament from the Navy
Board, 418. Motion matte for the produc-
tion of Papers while Lord St. Vincent was

First Lord of the Admiralty, ib. Motion
made relative to Sir Home Pophani, 419,

Notice taken in Parliament of the Eleventh

Report, 421 Fifth Report of the Comm:

sionersof Naval Inquiry, (continued from

Vol. XII,) 452.

NAVAL LITERATUP.E. Sre M-Arthur, Wood-

ward, Grant, N;tuve of Germany.
MECHANIC

;
some account of a sell-

taught one, 261.

POETRY. Dibdiu's Charming Kitty

392. The Bells of Ostend, 393. Ballad, 394,

To the River Wye, 395- Sonnet, 396

The Sailor; an Elegy, 476. Naval Bal-

lad, 477. Columbus, and the Discovery

of America, 478. On the gallant Exploit o:

Lieut. Yeo, 479. Naval Ballad, ib.
'

SURGEONS; regulations respecting

their pay, 163.

STATE PAPERS, SPANISH'. Appendix
Nos. I and II.

NAVIGATION of the Thames, 46.

NAVY ROYAL ; estimates respecting it orderet

to be laid before Parliament, l.rJ. Sir Evil

Nepean movrs certain Resolutions respect

iug'the nuaiber of Seamen, ice. to bt

ployed in the Navy, ib. Naval Medical
Establishment, 212. Hints for improving the

British Navy, 268. List of the Ships which
at present compose the French Navy, 269.

Interesting Account of the Danish Xavv,
264. List of the efficient Force of the Bri-

tish Navy in April, 1805, 365. Some at-

count of the American Navy, 356.

NAVY BOARD; the Commissioners of it pre-
sent a Petition to Parliament for the pro-
duction of two of their letters to the Admi-

ralty, 418.

ONSI.OW, Admiral Sir RICHARD, Bart.; Por-

trait and biographical Memoir of; viz. Some

particulars of his Family, 249. Commence!
his naval career very early in life, 250.

Made a lieutenant, and afterwards advanced
to the rank of Commander, ib. Promoted
to be a Post Captain, and appointed to com-
mand the Huinber, ib. Conveys the out-

ward-bound Baltic Fleet, and on his return

to England loses his Ship on the Hays-
borough Sands, ib. Tried by a Court Mar-
tial for the loss of the Ship, and honorably

acquitted, ib. Appointed to command the

S'. AiLvnis, and sails under the Orders of

Commodore Hotham, to reinforce Admiral

Barriugion in the West Indies, .ib. They
are attacked by a very superior French

Fleet, which they repulse, 252. Captain
Onslow is appointed to the Bellona, and

sails with the Fleet under the Command of

Admiral Geary to prevent the junction of

the French and Spanish Fleets, 253. They
capture twelve Sail of Merchantmen, id.

Cuptaiii Onslow captures a Dutch Ship of

60 guns, ib. Sails with. the Fleet for the

relief of Gibraltar in 1781, 254. Is also

in the Fleet which sails under Admiral

Howe for the rtlief of Gibraltar, and is in

the Engagement with the combined French

and Spanish Fleets, 255. His Advance-

ments, 256. Appointed to be Port-Admiial

at Plymouth, and afterward to be Second,

in CoiiiuK-.nd of the Fleet under Aduiira

Duncan, ib. Distinguishes hinuelt'greatly

i:i the Engagement with the Dutch Fleet,

ib. List of the Ships which compiled h:

Division, 257. The Dutch Vice-Admiral

surrenders to him, 258. iN umber of the

Ships taken in the Engagement, ib. "The

Vice-Admiral is created a Baronet, and re-

ceives the Thanks of both Houses of Par-

liajnent, ib.

ORDE, Sir JOHN, captures several valuaoK

Spanish Ships, 133.

P.

PARLIAMENT, Imperial ; hisMajesty'sSpcecU

on the openincr of, 71, Debates interesting

to the Navy in, 118, 2S4.S89.41:ft

PHTES. See pano at back ot Dedication.

PLYMOUTH RF.IOIM from Dec. 15, 1804, to

January 8, 1805, 78; from January 9 to

Feb. 19, 239; from Feb. 24 to April 1,

329.

POPHAM'S (Sir HOME) exhortations and in-

junctions to the Company of In- M,|-tv' S

Ship Dmd.'Ti, 50. Extract from th, Councr

respecting him, 137. Notice ol a Motion

> to be made in Parliament in regard to bir



INDEX.

Home, 15?. Proceedings with respect t(

him, '226, 419. Report of the Sc^ci Com-
mittee rcspeciing him, 485

PORTSMOUTH REPORT, from D. ctiubpr 11

1804, to January 13, 1805, 81 ; from

Feb. 1 to 20, 244 ;
from Feb. 25 to March

22, 329
;

-
x

PRESERVATION
;
two remarkable instances of,

26:5, 365.

PRESS GANG ;
a whimsical circumstaucc hap-

pens to one, 357.

PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND
;
Motion made in

Parliament for the Papers respecting the

Establishment of that Island to be produced,
153. Manner in which it came into" the

possession of the British, 154.

PRIVATEER ;
a French one beat off by an

English Brig of inferior Force, 66.

' fitted out ui 1744 by the Gentle-

men who used White's Chocolate House,277.
PRIZES

;
account of those taken at the begin-

ning of the War in 1744, 267.

PROCLAMATION by the King respecting the

infectious disease at Gibraltar, 144.

PROMOTIONS by different First Lords of the

Admiralty from 1793 to 1805, 434

Q.

QUARANTINE ACT
;
Bill presented in Parlia-

ment for the Amendment of it, 153.

R.
RAVEN BRIG

;
account of the loss of the, 385.

REPORTS, FOREIGN, 73, 154, 325.

: HOME, 76, 162, 239, 327.

REVOLUTIONNAIRF. ; Answer of M. la Bross

to the Invitation of some of the Officers of

that Ship, 161.

RIGGING, METALLIC
;

observations on, 48.

ROCHEFORT SQUADRON escapes on the uight
of the 1 1th of January, 136.

ROCK, LADY'S
; interesting story relating to

the one so called, 443.

ROUGE, FORT
;
Attack on, 75.

ROVAL SOVEREIGN arid Royal Charlotte

Yachts
; dimensions of the, 61.

RUSSIAN VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY ; some ac-

count of, 433. Singular Adventures of

four Russian Sailors, 445.

S.

SAUNDKRS, Admiral
;
official letters from, 439.

SCRANK, Capt. JOHN ;
soaie account of the

Sliding Keels invented by him, 201.

SEA
; dreadful sufferings of some deserters at,

368. Hardship experienced by some Sea-
men belonging to the Sussex Indiuman, 433.

SfAMAN ; remarkable cure of a blind one, 115
A Seaman pardoned at the place of execu-

tion, 400. Singular Adventures of four

Russian Seamen, 445-

SEVERN; account of the loss of the, 56.

SEXTANT; account ofoue newly invented, 196.

SHIPPING, EUROPEAN , Scale of, 195.

SHIPS ; numlcr of those in Commission in

1805, 133. List of Ships remaining at Spit-
head on tkfcJOth of February, 1806. 244.

List of thos*funder the Command of Sir J.

T. Duckworth at Jamaica, find also a List

of the Ships under the Orders of Sir Samuel

llood,at tlie Leev.-ard Islands, 327. List ci"

Vessels building at Rochefor!, .iY.

SHIPWRICKS; correct relation of, 56, 69,

120, 385, 445.

"SuoAi. near Dungeness ; account of the, 356.

SLIDING KEEI.S
; advantages resulting from

their use, gO!.. The Li \\\. and Master of
the Trial Cutter examine J inspecting the
uses oi .-'iidhu'.

'

SMUGGLING : absirutt of a Dill for the more
effectual prevention of, 358.

SPAIN
; declaration of War ugaiust, 70. The

.British Government issues Orders that no
neutial Vessel shall be moicsk-U in going
thither with Grain, 136.

SPANISH Sims
; Embargo on, 65. Great suc-

cess of the Fisgard against Spanish Vessels,
66. Sir Richard Strachan captures a large

Frigate, il>. List of Ships captured by the

Fisgard previous to the 3d of Dec. 67. A
vaiualile Vessel captured by the Phcnix

Frigate, 67. Very valuable oue taken by
the Neptune of Greeuock, 68. The pro-

perty belonging to the Officers and Crews
of the captured Frigates restored by Order
of Government, 136. Debate in Parlia-

ment respecting them, 148. Singular cus-
tom observed on board of Spanish Galleys,
268. Spanish iVaval Slate Papers ; Appen-
dix, Nos. I and II.

SPEEDY
;
account of the supposed loss of, 58.

ST. FATS;-, JEAN de
;
some account of, 355

ST. VINCENT, Earl of; justification oi his con-
duct with regard to the prosecution com-
menced by him against the Publishers, &c.
of the Sun and True Briton Newspapers for

a Libel, 208. Motion made in Parliament
for the production of several Naval Papers
written when his Lordship presided at the

Admiralty, 418.

SUB-LIEUTENANTS ; appointment of, by the

Lords of the Admiralty, (59.

SURGEONS and their Mates
;
fixed provision

made for them, 134. Regulations respect-

ing their Pav, 163.

T.

TARTARUS; particulars of the loss of the, 57

THAMES; Navigation of, 46. Observations
on the gradual rising of the tide-waters of
the Thames at Woolwich Dock Yard, 68

THUNDERER ; dangerous situation of the, 67-

TKURNIIAM, Lt., writes an affecting letter to

his Father immediately before bis death, 259

TRIE&T; description of the Town and Har-
bour of, 436.

TUCKER, Mr.j his letter to Mr. Marsden,

Secretary to the Admiralty, in reply to a
letter from the Navy Board respecting the

Accounts of the Romney, &c. 3G3 331.

V.

VANCOUVER, Capt. GEORGE, singular in-

scription on his tomb-stone, 277.

VOYAGE OF BISOOVKBY
;
some account of a

Russian one, 433.

W.
V/ALES, Princess of, is present at the Launch

of the Hehe Frigate, 68.

WAI.TC:.', Admiral Sir GEORGU
;
his laconic

letter to S.r Geo.
'

, .?49

WAR, Dec; .rniion of, against Spain, 70. De-
claration respecting it, 138.,

WATER
;
how to preserve it swee\at Sea, 278.

WOODARD, Mr. ; imcrcslinr and Mtiaiurholy
Narrative of, 130. Makes a Discovery, l&f.

Y.

ACHTS, Royal Sovereign and Royal Char-

lotte
;
dimensions of ^ie, 61.
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INDEX to the GAZETTE LETTERS in VOL. XIII;
Accounts of the Captures, Proceedings, $c. by and of the

under-mentioned Officers and Skips.

TO AIlKER,Liet. John, 493
JLJ

Bayley, Cant. T, 406

Bettesworth, Capt.G.E.B. 403

Bingham, Capt. Joseph, 2.'0

Blow, Lie ur. J. A 493
Bouv-erie, Capt. D. Pleydell,
. 217

Boyle, Hon. Capt. C. 494

Cadogan, Hon. Capt. George,
146

Carpenter, Lieut. John C. 4P4
Cartevet, Capt. Philip, 405

Coghlan, Capt. Jeremiah, 502

Colby, Capt. -David, 413
Cribb, Capt. R. W. 404

]);is!nvood, Capt. C. 497
Dashwood, Capt. II. 49(5

Elphinstone, Capt. C. 73

Farquhar, Capt. Arthur, 222

Fyffe, Capt. J. 414
Gardner, Hon. Capt. F. F. 217

Geytc, Capt. G. Le, 495
Hardyma.n, Capt. L. T. 503
Heywood, Capt.. P. 220

Honey-man, Capt. Pvobert, 412
Hood, Commodore Sir Samuel,

403

Impey, Capt. John, 414
Jackson, Capt. S. 413
Kerr, Capt.Lord Mark Robert,

147

Lake, Capt. W. T. 216, 497

Lamborn, Capt. J. 402

Langtbrd, Capl.Frederick,411
Lawrie, Capt. Sir Robert, 409

Lind, Capt. James, 218, 2->l

Losack, Capt. Woodley, 498

Maitland, Capt. Fred. 499

Mitchell, Capt. E.J. 493

Mudge, Capt. Z. 495

Musgrave, Mr. Thomas, 221
Nicholson, Lieut. Jamei, 148
Nourse, Capt. Joseph, 73
Owen, Capt. 146, 401

Page, Capt. B. W. 220, 221

Poynts, Capt. S. 148

Price, Lieut. W. 413
Raiuier,VJce-Admiral,147,2^1

Rose, Lieut. James, 216, 405
Rose, Capt. Jonas, 222

Ross, Capt. Charles B. IL 456

Selby, Capt. W. 401

Shirley, Lieut. Thomas. 411
Talbot, Capf. John, 407
Wallace, Lieut. W. R. 145

Yeo, Lieut. James Lucas, 501

INDEX to the PROMOTIONS and APPOINTMENTS.

A LDHIDGE, Capt. 163
** Baker, Capt, J. 245
Baker, Lieut. 334
Ball, Capt. 163

Banes, Mr. 423

Barhasn.theRightHon.Charles
Lord, 423

Barlton, Mr. J. 504

Barton, Capt. .423

Beaufort, Capt. 504
Bedford, Capt. 163

Bennet, Hon. Capt, 245

Bic'kerton, Rear-Admiral Sir

Richard, Bart. 84

Bissell, Capt. 163, 245

Bland, Capt. 4^3

Bligh, Capt. W, 423

Boguc, Lieut. 84
Bonchier, Capt. 84

Boyles, Capt. C. 423

Brace, 'Capt. 245

Bradley, Capt. 334

Brenton, Capt. E. P. 84

Bromley, Mr. E. 245

Brown, Capt. 163, 423

Broweii, Capt. 163

Buchanan, Lieut. J. 84

Buttcrficld, Capt. 504

Byan), Capt, 504

Byng, Capt. 245

Campbell, Capt. P. 504

Garden, Capt. 84

Clarke.Rev.JamesStanier, 504

Clement, Capt. 245

Clinch, Capt. 504

Codrington, dipt. 504

Coffin, Sir Isaac, Bart. 245

Coghlan, Capt. 163

Colpoys, Vice-Admiral

John, 163

Cooke, Capt. J. 334

Curry, Mr. Samuel, 84

Curry, Capt, 423

urtis, Admiral Sir Roger,
Bart. 84

Darby, Mr. J. 84
i)3vie, Capt. 84

Oobbin, Lieut. 335

Dodd, Lieut. 504

Domett, Rear-Admiral, 84

Donue, Rev. II. 245

Douglas, Admiral, 163

Down, Lieut. 84, 163

DrummoBd, Capt. 84
Duncan, Hon. Lieut. H. 84

Dundas, Capt. 423

Ekins, Capt. 163

Elliott, Hon. Capt. 245

Ellison, Capt. 163

Fahic, Capt. 504

Fane, Capt. 504

Forbes, Capt. 84

Fordyce, Mr. 84
Forster, Capt. 245

Foster, Capt. 163

Freemantle, Capt. 423

Gardner, Admiral Lord, 245

Gascoyne, Capt. 245

Gore, Capt. 84, 163

Granger, Capt. 84

Grant, Lieut. 84, 1G4

Grant, Capt, 423

Hall, Capt, H. 245

Halstead, Capt. 245

Hamvell, Capt. 334

Harding*', Capt. 84, 163

Hard y, Capt. J.J.O. 423'

Harris, Mr. George, 84, 423

Hawker, Capt. E. 245

Hill, Mr. C. 84

H'jme, Major, 245

Hope, Capt. W. 163

Houston, Lieut. 245

Hunt, Capt."423
Hunter, Capt. 423

In.man, Capt, 84

[rwin, Lieut. 84, 163

Keith, Lieut. Sir George, 33fc

Kelly, Capt. 423

Ker.'Dr. Charles, 335

King, Capt 334, 423

Lake, Mr. J. 504

Laroche, Capt. 245

Lawford, Capt. 504
Lechmere, Capt. 504

Lee, Capt. 423

Lind, Capt. James, 423

Linzee, Capt. S. H. 423

Livingstone, Sir T. 84, 163

Lobb, Capt. 84

Lock, Capt, 245

Loring, Capt. J. W. 84, 334

Losack, 'Capt. G. 84

Louis, Admiral, 165

Lumsdaine.Capt. 423

Macdonald, Mr. 84

Mackenzie, Capt. 163, 334

M'Namara, Capt. 504

Malbon, Capt. 84

Mends, Capt. 84

Middleton, Sir Charles, Bart

84, 334
Mitchell, Mr. 81

Moorsom, Capt. 33 1

Murat, Marshal, 245

Nagle, Mr. F. 84, 423

Nepcan.Sir Evan, Bart. 81

Oldham, Capt. 245

Oliver, Cap*. 163

Pack-wood, Lieut. 423

Paget, Capt. 423 .

Parker, Capr. 334 ^*
Parsons, Sir J-awrenre, 245

Patterson, Mr. W. L. 84

Pearson, Capt. 245

Pell' w, Sir Edward, 245

Pender, Capt. 334

Phillips, Lieut. 245

Pigot.Capt 334
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