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GOVERNMENT CENTER DISTRICT STUDY

The development of Government Center in the 1960s sig-
nalled the beginning of an era of pride and prosperity
for Boston. It was intended as the symbol and inspira-
tion for the renewed city.

The Government Center Plan combined preserva
Boston's historic shrines - Faneuil Hall and
State House - with a grand civic design. Cit
state, and federal agencies demonstrated unp
cooperation in carrying out the master plan,
district now houses administrative offices a

services for the various levels of governmen
mentary commercial buildings, and the seats
ment for the city, county, and commonwealth.
Plaza provides a huge central space for comm
brations and demonstrations and is the focus
of Government Center.
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As part of the Downtown interim planning and rezoning
process, the Government Center District Study seeks to
carry the Government Center Plan to the next level of
refinement in order to attain the level of activity and
importance in city life originally envisioned. The
study identifies opportunities for three areas of

improvement:

1) increased effectiveness of land usage for govern-
mental, commercial, and residential uses, for
public open spaces, and for streets and walkways.

2) reinforcement of the district's structure and ident-
ity; enhancement of how the district is experienced
and envisioned through its sequences of spaces and
landmarks, its commemorative symbols, and its public
amenities

;

3) special attention to the activity and pedestrian-
oriented features of City Hall Plaza and Congress
Street, including programming to enliven the area on
a daily basis and for special community events, as
well as a coordinated public art program to honor
historic and contemporary figures and events which
have been dedicated to liberty and human rights.





Government Buildings - History

1600s
Town House with Bay Colony and Town Meeting Rooms
above marketstalls sited prominently at the crest
of a hill in the middle of the town square which
was located at the intersection of King (State)
Street and the High Street (Washington St.)

1700s
Second Town House (Old State House) built in 1712
Faneuil Hall built in 1740 provided town meeting
hall above markets

1800s
New State House built on Beacon Hill 1795
City Hall built on School Street 1862
early 1900s
County and Federal Court Buildings built
1960s-70s
Government Center Urban Renewal Plan
new City Hail and Plaza
State and Federal office buildings
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BUILDING TYPOLOGY
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ACCESS AND CIRCULATION
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Plazas and Open Spaces Needing Improvemeni





Potential Infill Sites





Ground Floor Commercial Actlvitv





Wide Urban Renewal Streets





Internal Circulation





Bulfinch Triangle
Restoration through Infill

Bulfinch Triangle
Rooftop Additions
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Expand Sidewalks
on overly wide

renewal streets





London Plane Trees
with adequate tree pits

and irrigation system

Tower Plazas
Public Space Improvements

and Low Building Additions





City Offices" Federal Offices Residents' Hotel Guests"

State Offices Court Uses

Consolidation of

Government Uses
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Students Community Events

New User
Populations

Publicly-owned Land
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GOVERNMENT CENTER





PUBLIC ACTlVm

Issue: How to enliven the plaza on a day-to-day basis while preserving
space for large events and sense of grandness.

Opportunity: Add restaurants and public information uses in base of
buildings; utilize cafe tables, vendor's carts, and moveable
canopies and encourage performers and outdoor community
displays.

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

Issue: Pedestrian connections are sometimes unclear.

Opportunity: Improve connections through streetscape improvements, visual
markers, and new through-block passageways.





FOUMTAir

Issue: The fountain has not been turned on due to costly maintenance and repair.

Opportunity: Analyze feasibility of installing a new simplified fountain
system or redesigning this feature.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Issue: Plaza features can create special identity and a Bostonian character.

Opportunity: Improve T station, replace lighting fixtures, selectively add
monuments and statues.
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COrfTAINMENT AND CONNECTIONS

Issue: Some views successfully contain and connect while others do not.

Opportunity: Preserve existing views and through development of Parcel 7
help contain City Hall Plaza and Dock Square while preserving
view to Old North Church.

CONGRESS STREET

Issue: Congress Street disrupts scale, closure, and pedestrian activity
while the entry to City Hall seems like a back door.

Opportunity: Redesign eastern edges of City Hall Plaza to improve image,
activity, and pedestrian flow.





HEAD OF STATE STREET

Issue: Boston's original town square has eroded as a special place in the
city.

Opportunity: Redesign unde^jtilized pedestrian space and extend sidewalks
» Strat Devonshire Street.





Public Art Plan
commemorating liberty

and human rights

Vendor's Carts





Liberty Promenade
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Plaza Center





f^^VP«>.^V5»^' Pivot Points





Historic Sites
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