


Summer Bd». Restigouche Valley, N.B,
July, ’83. J. Brittain and P.Cox, Jr.

Quiscalus quiscula. Bronzed Grackle.—Verj rare,

Ank, VI. April, 1889. p.127

&^erriam

43 .
Quiscalus purpureus. Crow Blacicbird. Rare,

seen in flocks in spring.

BulI.N.0.0. 7,Oct,X882, p,236

Last Dates Migratory Birds observedby

E. D . Wintle, FalI1886 ,
Montreal, Can.

OftfU- /}. Purple Grackle,

O.&O. XI. Mar. 1886 . p. VV-

Summer Birds or Bttdbury, Out.

116 .- Crow Blackbird. Common. Breeds.

°* xv> Jtoe* 1890, p.87

Sometimes



Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. E, 0.

58. Quiscalus purpureus, (Purple Grackle). A
few seen at North Anson in the village streets.

They evidently bred in the vicinity, but we did

not remain a sufficient length of time to investi-

gate.

O.&O. XI.. Nov. 1886. p. 101

Note on the Bronzed Grackle in Maine.— Mention should be made,

I think, of the increase in the numbers of the Bronzed Grackle (Quiscalus

quiscala emeus) in and about Portland, Maine, since it was recorded, 1

many years ago, as “rare,— even in the migration uncommon.” It is

nowadays one of the common species of this part of southwestern Maine,

and during the migration periods sometimes occurs in large flocks. On

April 13, 1915, 1 saw at least six hundred birds together in the town of South

Portland. The possibility suggests itself that more than one geographical

race may be represented in such an increase. Recent specimens in evi-

dence are lacking.— Nathan Clifford Brown, Portland, Maine.

4^Axxy(V, . / ‘f f ^ yO’%/o,



MantA' Y. Crow Blackbird;

^ / M- tf. ~fcis)Uu>’

O.&O. XI.Apr.l886.p..£2.

Tjia l j Migration, Bristol County ,
Mass.

1885. Charles H. Andros.

J ~ Small

flocks of Purple Crackle are occasionally seen,

O.&O. XI. Jan. 1886. p./

Bristol County ,
M*®*-

Fal‘ Charles H- Andros.

Aug. 20 ;
Crow Blackbirds are becoming gre-

garious,

O.&O. XI. Jan. 1886. p./

Pali Migration, Bristol County, Mass.
1885. Charles H. Andros.

Nov. 1 ;
the Purple Crackles still remain, though

not in such large numbers as two weeks ago.

O.&O. XI. Jan. 1880. p. A

Birds of Bristol County ,
Mass.

F.W-Andros.

Quiscalus quiscula (Linn.), Purple Crackle.

Summer resident, common. Breeds.

O.&O. XII. Sept.- 1887 p.MO





Connecticut, Juae, 1893,,
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Birds observed in Naval Hospital

.
(grounds, Brooklyn, G.H.Couea

49. Quiscalus versicolor. Crow Blackbird. —.Seen occasionally.

Bull N. O.O. 4. Jam.. 1879. p.32

Birds of the Adirondack Region.
O.H.Memain.

84. Quiscalus purpureus (Bartram )
Lichtenstein. Purple Grackle

Breeds. Not common. I have found it along the F ulton Chain in June

kt n.C. Q.Oot, X8B1. P* 231

Notes
’ Shelter Island N VW.W. 'Worthington.*

Crow Blackbirds came the 7th; c^J/.cwcck'

,

O.&o. X. May. 1885. p. VO

Arrival s ofMig’y Birds, Spring-1886,
Central Park, N. Y. City.A. G. Paine, Jr.

March 6, Quiscalus quucula,,
(511). Purple

Grackle.



Albinism and Melanism in North
American Birds, Ruthven Deane,

Q. purpureus, if**
£

Bull N. 0.0. 1, April. 1876. p. 22

/

May 23. A nest containing three young Crow Blackbird? ,

all of which were albinos, was found by a boy, who saw the

old bird feeding the young, the old bird being in normal

plumage. One of the albinos is mounted in my collection.

The color is a very pale drab, or cream-color.

yfiyf-ft* *£',
/

}v, *$/.

O.&O. IX. Feb. 3884. pAy

Albino Blackbird . Theodore Hoffman,

Rockville, Conn., May 15, 1883, shot a

male Crow Blackbird with a white throat

and cheeks with a few white feathers scat-

tered over the body. It was first seen in

the Spring. O.&O. Fill. Sept. 1883. p.

7



The Singing of Birds. E. P.Bicknell.

The Crow Blackbirds.

The Grackles are unaccountably erratic in their visitation to

my neighborhood, and my notes on their vocalization are meagre
and unsatisfactory.

It may be said, however, speaking of the Crow Blackbirds

broadly, without distinction between the Purple and the Bronzed
varieties, that they are to be numbered with the birds which have

their voice in the autumn. I have heard their squeaky song-notes

in October, as late as the 23d. Auk, 2, July, 1885. p. .
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The Purple Grackle and the Robin
Laying in the Same Nest.

On May 12, 1888, I took a set of four eggs

from what I supposed to be a Purple Grackle’

s

(Quiscalus purpureus) nest, but upon examining
the eggs I found two of them to be Robin’s

(Merida migratoria), and two Grackle’ s. I

had frequently seen the Robins and Grackle

fighting, and knew the former had a nest

in the tree, but thought it was in another

part.

In other years they have both nested to-

gether in the same tree, but I never before

knew the Grackles to altogether displace the

Robins. The nest, which, unfortunately, I did

not save, was in a large pine tree close to our

house. It looked as if it had been built by
Robins and then completed by the Grackles to

suit their taste. The bottom was made of

mud, which Grackles do not use, while the

top was made of twigs and roots which Robins
do not use. Another thing which would indi-

cate that the Grackles drove the Robins away
was the fact that the Robin’s eggs were con-

siderably incubated, while the Grackle’ s were
nearly fresh. With all their well-known mis-

chievousness, I have never before heard of the

Grackles being accused of usurping other

birds’ nests. P. Z. TIomer.
New Hamburg, Penn.

O <fcO. XIV. June. 1889 p.88

Variation in the Nesting Places of

the Purple Grackle.

In the New England States the typical nest-

ing places of the Purple Grackle (Quiscalus

purpureus) is among the thick evergreen trees,

but occasionally in a few localities the nest is

built like that of the Redwing, in low bushes

over or near water.

A third instance of its nesting differently

from the usual manner came to my notice at

Newburyport, Mass., on May 16, 1889. This

time a pair of Grackles had chosen as a nest-

ing site a cavity in a dead branch of a tall

button-wood tree where they seemed to be per-

fectly contented, although a number of then-

kind were nesting in the typical manner within

fifteen rods.

The variety mnus is, I believe, frequently

found breeding in a like manner, but I am un-

aware that the type is known to show similar

traits here in New England.

Harry Gordon White.
Gloucester, Mass.

O &0. XIV. Sept. 1889 p.139

Birds Tioga Co, N.Y. Aide* Coring.

278. Purple Grackle or Crow Blackbird,

j

Common. Arrives in large flocks about the

middle of March. About the last of April

nest building commences. This is placed in a

pine or evergreen tree. It is rudely composed
1 of dried grass, strings and rags, and is lined

with fine roots. The dimensions of the nest

are 3 3-4 in. wide and 3 3-4 deep. The eggs,

usually four or five in number, are of a light

blue color spotted and scrawled with dark

j

brown and obscure lines and spots of different

shades of brown. As the first week in October

draws near these birds congregate in immense
flocks and leave for the south, sometimes in

in company with Redwing Blackbirds.

0,&0, XV, June, 13110, P- 84 <?



The Purple Grackle and the Robin Variation in the Nesting Places of

Laying in the Same Nest. the Purple Grackle.

On May 12, 1888, I took a set of four eggs

from what I supposed to be a Purple Grackle’

s

(Quiscalus purpureus) nest, but upon examining
the eggs I found two of them to be Robin’s

(Merula migratoria), and two Grackle’ s. I

had frequently seen the Robins and Grackle

lighting, and knew the former had a nest

in the tree, but thought it was in another

part.

In other years they have both nested to-

gether in the same tree, but I never before

knew the Grackles to altogether displace the I

Robins. The nest, which, unfortunately, I did

not save, was in a large pine tree close to our

house. It looked as if it had been built by
Robins and then completed by the Grackles to

suit their taste. The bottom was made of

mud, which Grackles do not use, while the

top was made of twigs and roots which Robins

do not use. Another thing which would indi-

cate that the Grackles drove the Robins away
was the fact that the Robin’s eggs were con-

siderably incubated, while the Grackle’ s were
nearly fresh. With all their well-known mis-

chievousness, I have never before heard of the

Grackles being accused of usurping otlier

birds’ nests. F. L. IJomer.
New Hamburg, Penn.

O &0. XIV. June. 1889 p.88

In the New England States the typical nest-

ing places of the Purple Grackle
( Quiscalus

purpureus) is among the thick evergreen trees,

but occasionally in a few localities the nest is

built like that of the Redwing, in low bushes

over or near water.

A third instance of its nesting differently

from the usual manner came to my notice at

Newburyport, Mass., on May 16, 1889. This

time a pair of Grackles had chosen as a nest-

ing site a cavity in a dead branch of a tall

button-wood tree where they seemed to be per-

fectly contented, although a number of their

kind were nesting in the typical manner within

fifteen rods.

The variety cenus is, I believe, frequently

found breeding in a like manner, but I am un-

aware that the type is known to show similar

traits here in New England.

Harry Gordon White.
Gloucester, Mass.

O &0. XIV. Sept. 1889 p.139

Birds Tioga 0©, N, Y, Aide© Loring,

278. Purple Grackle or Crow Blackbird.

Common. Arrives in large flocks about the

!
middle of March. About the last of April

nest building commences. This is placed in a

pine or evergreen tree. It is rudely composed
1 of dried grass, strings and rags, and is lined

with fine roots. The dimensions of the nest

are 3 3-4 in. wide and 3 3-4 deep. The eggs,

usually four or five in number, are of a light

J

blue color spotted and scrawled with dark

brown and obscure lines and spots of different

I shades of brown. As the first week in October

! draws near these birds congregate in immense
flocks and leave for the south, sometimes in

in company with Redwing Blackbirds.

O, &Q, XV, Jane, 189Q, p-64



144 ORNITH

Purple Gkackle
( Quiscalus jPurpureus),

commonly known as “Crow Blackbird.”

During a visit to Plum Island, the home
of the Osprey, it occurred to us that the

Crow Blackbird was not at all particular

where its nest was placed. On this island

there are immense quantities of this bird

and their nests were in every conceivable

position. Under every Fish Hawk’s nest

that were in trees, there were from one to

five or six nests of the Crow Blackbird.

Wherever the Osprey’s nest had rotted off

the top of the pepperidge tree it left a

cavity in the top of the trunk into which

this Blackbird placed its nest. They were

also very plenty in the trees alone and

also in the bushes within two feet of the

ground. On the main land we have found

them singly on maples by the roadside

;

also saddled on the limbs of immense
elms, in the topmost branches; also in

Norway spruces, both small and large.

Wherever circumstances favor it they

breed in colonies. We know of one aged
white pine that contains from fifty to one
hundred nests each year, making it appear

like an immense bee-hive, as the birds

were continually flying to and from the

tree. During a recent visit (May 17) to

the home of Willis P. Hazard, of West-
chester, Pa., where the Crow Blackbirds

were breeding very plentifully in the long,

horizontal branches of the white pines on
the lawn. There was nothing unusual in

this, but we noticed in the woodbine that

twined around the pinza posts, a large

nest, unusual for such position. It was
just out of reach, but a step-ladder enabled

us to look into the nest, which was filled

with young Crow Blackbirds. The family

and visitors were continually passing un-

der this^jaejjt.
l.p./i+if-

\c In visiting

a colony of Purple Crackles I found another

curious set. There is no doubt of their

identity for I saw the female on the nest,

which was a common P. G’s nest. There

were four eggs ; three of them dark brown,

scratched, mottled and blotched all over

with darker brown. The fourth was a

light olive green, with large blotches of

light brown or bronze. There were no

scratches of any kind on this egg and all

the colors were very light, though entirely

different from a normal Crackle egg, as

well as from the other three. An expe-

rienced collector to whom I showed one of

the dark eggs (without telling its history)

pronounced it a Nighthawk’s {Chordeiles

popetue) egg. I don’t suppose this is a

new species, but it certainly is a curious

freak of nature.,

JbJccoi. b. f&Msrvir

1

Oh a Collection of Eggs from
Georgia,, H.B. Bailey,

37 • Quiscalus purpureus. Purple Grackle.—Nests in trees, sel-

dom in the salt marshes; eggs three or four. April 15.

N, 0,0, 3, -Jan, 2883, p. 39



•Fall Migration, Bristol County ,

Mass.

1885. Charles H. Andros

.

Auo-. 23; this morning I was the witness of a

spectacle of which I have often heard, but never

had noted before. Looking from my window

shortly after dawn, I saw several Itobins, which by

their actions were in great distress. On looking

about to see the cause of this outcry, I perceivet

in the top ofa tall elm a Purple Crackle ,
who ap-

appeared busy over something which lie held in

his claws. On nearer investigation I found this

to be a young Robin, which he was devouring

with great eagerness. The glutton was evidently

satiating his hunger, and by the time the tender

morsel was in his stomach lie must have been t c-

cidedly replete. For such feats of cannabalism

F*' 1 S'KS Aoa°rS
,M‘”'

Hi- Towards night a large flock of

Purple Grackles passed over ns towards their

roost near the “clay beds.” At this time we were

within forty rods of their nightly abode and the

noise was fairly deafening. Two or three of their

number stood higher upon the trees than their

companions, as if keeping sentinal duty. In a

moment another flock came sailing over the trees

and swelled the tumult until the air seemed tur-

bulent with the racket. By skillful manoeuvres we

managed to get directly underneath them, and

;

the air seemed filled with hundreds of revolving

! wheels, all decidedly in need of lubrication.

O.&O. XI. Jan.l88Q.p. L

The Purple Grackle as a Bee-Eater.

BY L. O. PINDAR.

In my note book for Nov. 7, 1887, is the fol-

lowing, which notes a trait of the Purple
Grackle. I have never heard of it before, and
therefore send it to the O. and O., thinking it

may be new to some other readers of that

paper.
“ Several days ago, a neighbor’s little girl

I ,
caught a Purple Grackle which had been slight-

ly wounded, and made a pet or it. it is now so

tame it may be trusted to go all around the

yard. This morning, I saw it, (the grackle),

standing in front of the bee-hive, and on closer

inspection found that it was eating the bees as

fast as they came out of the hive. I am afraid

the Purple Grackle will have a hard time in the

|

struggle for existence if he does not behave
better. Mr. C. H. Andros has already recorded
(O. and O., Jan. 1886), an instance of one de-

vouring a robbin. As it is, they are eagerly
sought after by many embryo huiiters, some of

whom consider a blackbird stew a delicacy,

j

The same holds true with Robins and Cedar
birds.” 0,& o. XII. Dec. 18S7 p. Jter.



ANALECTA ORNITHOLOGICA.

Fourth Series.

BY LEONHARD STEJNEGER.

XVII. On the Origin of the Word Quiscalus.

The words Quiscalus of Vieillot and quiscula of Linnasus*
seem to have perplexed ‘ornithophilologists’ considerably, and
Professor Newton says that he has not been able to trace the latter
further back than to Linnaeus’s 10th edition {cf. Coues’s second
Check-list, p. 64, where he enlarges upon the subject). The
word Quiscula is, however, to be found as early as the middle of
the 1 6th century, for Gesner gives among the names of the Quail
( Coturnix coturnix) “ Qualea & Quiscula Recentioribus”
and I atei Rzaczynski in his ‘Historia Naturalis curiosa Regni
Poloniae, etc. (1721, p.376), names it “ Coturnix seu Quiscula

,

Quisquila. J he word is probably an onomatopoieticon, and
the different names Quail, Quatla, Quaglia, Caille, Cuaderviz,
Quackel have perhaps a kindred origin. I also find quoted as
late Latin “quaquila

,
quaquiliu

,
qualia and qualea while

‘ calha and ‘ quisquila ’ are given as Portugese vernaculars of the
Quail; and Ph. Statius Muller (S. N., II, 1773, p. 196) says:
Dei Linnasische Name Quiscula Ivonnte eine Wachtel be-

deuten.” The Mexican origin, as suggested by some {cf. Auk,
i 8§4 ) P- 57 ) :

seems not probable in view of the above.

*

Auk
» 2 , Jan.

, 1886 . p. V3 - */*/.

* Both combined in the terms Quiscalus quiscula (Lin.), Quiscalus quiscula aglceus
(Baird), and Quiscalus quiscula ceneus (Ridgw.) for the Purple Crackles (Ridgw.
Nomencl., Nos. 278, 278 a, and 278 6).

s
is —

1062. The Common Crow Blackbird—Purple Grackle. Quiscalus pur-

pureus (Bartr.). By B. Harry Warren, M.D. Ibid., 1882 (18S4) pp.
2:4-217.— On its habits and food. But. r

_

p,d“ ref"-

<’> Crow
reus). (Ibid., pp. 216, 217.)

P * (futscalus purpu-

ISS

W—

b

B - H - Di«™irfeap5ciou. Birds. (Agricult, of Penn.,
1S83 1884) PP . 96-1:2.) (2) The Common Crow Blackbird- Purple
Grackle. (Ibid., pp. 214-217.) (3) Blackbirds’ Food. (Ibid., :8S ? (18S6)
PP- 157 - 159-)^ (4 ) Birds’ Food. (Ibid., pp. 150-156.)

The Oologist. l S7 l - A Popular Nest. By C.' A. BabcockT Ibid nn „same nest used successively by a Grackle „ VT
79°- Does the Crow Blackbird eat Crayfish ? By Clarence M. Weed.

Ibid., p. 832.—Part of a crayfish was found in the stomach of a young
Crow Blackbird.

( See on this subject, anted

,

Nos. 478 and 480.)

A mtnraUst * 'XVlll
526. Crow Blackbird. By Bverett omim. mill., p. ^uy. 1 11c

Boat-tailed Grackle not yet taken in Canada. (See anted, No. 524.) On
page 208 W. E. Saunders and W. W. Dunlop, under the same caption,

write to the same effect. 'Ossa. Spoirto ^Naturalist
480. Does the Crow Blackbird Eat Crayfish

}

By Charles Aldrich.
Ibtd., XVI, pp. 57, 58.—The question answered affirmatively. (See above,
No. 478.) Axaer. Naturalist*

478. Does the Crow Blackbird eat Crayfish ? By F. E. L. Beal.
Ibid., XV, pp. 904, 905.—Found to have swallowed “gastroliths, or stom-
ach stones of the crayfish,” hence the question. Amor. Naturalist*
” l6

_
Puyle Grackle Near Philadelphia. By Ellwood C. Erdis

ibid., °ct. 8, P . 2CJ . For, & atreaci, 2.AY
,yo6 . Purple Grackle (Quiscalus Purpureus). Editorial. Ibid., p. 144. VOlt *

/2



1060. Blackbirds' Food. Facts from the Diary of a Field- Working

Naturalist
,
Showing the Piscivorous Habit of two Species of the Genus

cf'uiscalus

.

By B. H. Warren, M.D., Ornithologist of the Board [of Agri-

culture]. Ibid., Rep. for 1885 (1886), pp. 157-159.—Statistics of examina-

tions of stomachs of numerous specimens of uiscalus juirfureus and
‘ M “ /3<£. tfg (2 « .major.
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Concord, Mass.

1878
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in the afternoon took a paddle up the Assabet

Oct. 14. Huisealus purnureus
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Bird Roost at "Blackbird Swamp 11

.

!
Falmouth, Mass.

pt 1895. The "Blackbird Swamp% when I first reached it about an

July 20. hour before sunset, was literally swarming with Robins, Crack-

les and Red-wings and several Yellow Warblers were singing
I

there. Both Robins and Red-wings were singing loudly in great

numbers, perched on the top of the white cedars and the flash

and flicker of wings was incessant as the birds flew from

branch to branch or pitched down from the air above. I re-

turned to the place later in the evening and found the

Blackbirds going to roost among the cedars and the flight of

roosting Robins waning as the last birds shot in low down

#
across the bushy pasture. A Barn Swallow came me within a

few yards and I am positive that he alighted among the cedars

as I should have seen him against the sky had he passed over
i

them. A Green Heron also came in and alighted. Thus at least

five species came to this place expressly to roost besides’

the Yellow Warblers, Song Sparrows and Maryland Yellow-throats

which live there.

|



Q.uiscalus cl. aeneus .

Concord,

1397.

June 22.

Mass

.

As William Brewster and I were rowing on Concord River

to-day we saw the Red-winged Blackbirds attacking and driving

the Bronzed Crackles which were in very large numbers along

our course. They raay have been hunting for Red-wings eggs,

but what we specially noted was that they were engaged in pick'

ing worms from the leaves of the trees that lined the banks.

They were eitherfeating them or flying away with the grubs in

their bills. We saw several young birds with the old toes.



Quiscalus q

.

aeneus .

Concord,

1898.

Oct .18.

I

| Oct. 19.

i

i

Mass. Evening Plight.

On reaching the river at Davis's Hill I launched the ca-

noe and had just taken up the paddle when I heard a rushing

sound as loud as that of a gale of wind blowing through a

pine grove. Tiie next instant an enormous flock of Bronzed

Grackles passed nearly over me flying directly down river and

keeping on out of sight in the direction of Carlisle bridge.

Although moving in compact order the flock covered a space of

pearly a quarter of an acre, and I estimated thus number of

birds at over four hundred. There was not the slightest doubt

as to their being Bronzed Grackles and not either Rusty Black-

birds or Cowbirds. It was past sunset at the time and they

were probably on their way to their roost. I have never seen

such a flock here in autumn before.

As I was standing at the west end of Holden's Hill an im-

mense flock of Bronzed Grackles cane from up river and pass-

ing directly over the Rusty Blackbird roost at Beaver Dan

Lagoon kept on eastward. Ten minutes later I found them in

the oaks and chestnuts on the Blackmore ridge. They appeared

to be looking for acorns and chestnuts for they flew from tree

to tree clustering all over the ends of the upper branches.

As far as I could see they1 were unsuccessful in their search

(both acorns and chestnuts aife scarce this autumn). Finally

they all took wing at once and crossing the Barrett meadow

i



Quiscalus q

.

aeneus .

Concord,

1898.

Oct. 19.

(Wo. 2).

Oct .26.

DfOV.9.

Nov. 12.

I

M ass.

swept over the woods beyond in the direction of Beaver Dam

Lagoon. As it was nearly dark at the time I am inclined to

suspect that they roosted at the lagoon with the Rusties to-

night. They were probably the same birds that I saw at Dav-

is* Hill last evening for the flock was of exactly the same

size apparently.

The recent heavy rains have carried the water nearly to

spring pitch and the Great Meadow is now completely submerged.

This fact is doubtless the cause of the breaking up of the

A , , .
neither

great Blackbird roost. I haveAseen nor heard any birds fly-

ing that way of late.

Late in the afternoon a flock of about 100 Bronzed Grack-

les followed a minute or two later by a second flock of fully

300 passed over the Barrett House flying S.W. The first

flock was at an elevation of about 300 ft., the second at an

immense height, fully l/s mile I thought.

About the Barrett house I saw, late in the afternoon,

two flocks of Bronzed Grackles flying S.W. Without doubt they

were a part of the flight that I witnessed at the same place

at the same hour on the 9th but on the present occasion they

were moving at a moderate height - certainly not over 300 ft.

above the ground. I am now convinced that there must be a

roost not far off to which they go every evening. The course



Quiscalus q

.

aeneus .

Concord, Mass.

1898. which they take is almost exactly In the direction of Punka-

Hov.12. tassik Hill.
(Ho. 2).

I
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Birds of upper St, John,
Batc&eider.

54. Quiscalus purpureus aeneus Ridgw. Crow Blackbird.—Com-
mon at Fort Fairfield, in the town, along the river, and about a small

pond back in the woods. At Grand Falls it was not uncommon about the

town. “Very common” at Houlton.

BttU.N.0.0, 7, July, 1882, p, 149

Dwich t, Summer Birds of

Prince Edward Island,

Quiscalus quiscula aeneus. Bronzed Crackle.—A pair of these

birds in Prof. Earle’s possession were the only ones he had ever seen, very

likely stragglers from the mainland.

Auk X, Jan, 1893. p.lQ

Some Winter Birds of .ova fj
16. Quiscalus auiscnla

ova Scotia, By C, H. Morrell.
:ula aeneus. Bronzed Crackle. - Migrants
Ch 22 . Auk, XVI, July, 18B9i p ^

, _
. ,

Auva ucotia
lb- Quiscalus quiscula ameus.

arrived at Shulee, March 22 . Aull

f

C. . (tow
37 Ollier* Q 111 C miie/mln T>„ /~1

. .... t-i • 1 1
*

37. Quiscalus quiscula seneus. Bronzed Crackle.— Fairly abun- /
dant.

187. Quiscalus quiscula aeneus. Bronzed Grackle.— Abundant

summer resident, March 20 to November 3; earliest record February 26,

1906; a common breeder; said to be a rare winter resident (January, 1906).
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Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F. W.Andros.

Quiscalus quiscula emeus (Ridgw.), Bion/cd

Crackle. Doubtless occurs as a migrant, but

difficult to distinguish from the foregoing spe-

cies.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1837 p.140

fyyXXtZ A/(rlu ftstr>t+. fyi/XM&J
/& ty/. ^bveXtyC , ft

Al,cc-t4

All winter, B ronze Crackles ((Jmscaius p.

cetieus), have been seen in Wellesley, but none

were secured until Feb. 5, when a fine male

was shot by Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald. Its crop

was full of corn and one foot was gone, there

being only a stub in its place.

O.&O. XIII. July. 1888 p. 104

Birds Known t,o Pass Breeding Season
nr. Tv inchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster

33- Quiscalus quiscula aeneus.

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p. 389

Bd?. Ob*, near Sheffield, Berkshire
Oy, Mau. June 17-2G, ’88. W. Faxon

29. Quiscalus quiscula (aeneus?). Crow Blackbird.—Not uncommon
The impropriety of using a gun in the places where I saw the Crow
Blackbirds prevented a positive determination of the subspecies.

Auk,VI. Jan. . 1089. p. 44



Winter Birds in South-eastern Mass.
Harry G. "White

4. The Crow Blackbird. This bird is a rare
winter resident in southern Massachusetts. A
probable solitary individual wintered in the
game preserve on Nauslion Island, and was

|

» observed by Mr. Chisholm about the barns on
several occasions, notably, on January 14tli

and 28th, and on February 11th and 27tli,

During the previous winter, a Blackbird
remained about Wood’s IIoll and was easily

indentified by its peculiar flight which was not
in a straight course, but diagonally to the
right, from the direction in which he was head
ing. The Nauslion bird w’as, however, appar_
eiitly uncrippled, and was considered to have
remained over from choice.

0.& O.Vol.17, June, 1892 p.83

W. Middlesex Co. Mass.

June 25-30, 1889.

tj »

Ashby---- Mr. Faxon saw twom birds June :JGth on the out-

skirts of the village. These were the only ones which we observed

during our stay in this region.
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Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C. HUMerriajtn.

84 a. Quiscalus puipureus seneus Ridgmay. Bronzed Grackle.

—

This form of the species breeds here and is by all odds the commonest in

the Adirondack region.

BuU. N.O.O. <3,Qct, 1881, p,231

C t V- fr. <

h.

si ^

Quiscalus quiscula seneus. The Bronzed Grackle is rare on Long

Island. Its spring and autumnal migrations are ordinarily completed

without crossing the island. Extraordinary conditions, high north-

westerly winds, for example, may drive it from its regular course. It

is not improbable that grackles, sometimes seen here in November, are

this form. On Nov. 17, 1900, a flock of six or eight grackles was seen at

Jamaica South, feeding in company with many robins, in recently culti-

vated fields. They were shy, and but one specimen was secured. It

proved to be a typical quiscula CEneus. I know of but one other specimen

of this variety from Long Island. Mr. W. W. Worthington of Shelter

Island killed a grackle on June 16, 1886, which was of the same variety.

These birds were identified by Mr. Chapman. Almost all varieties of

intermediates occur on Long Island, all the breeding birds being inter-

mediates. See paper by Mr. Chapman entitled ‘ Preliminary Study of

the Grackles,’ Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., Vol. IV, 1892, pp. 1-20.

AHk, XIX, April., 1902 , p . / ^
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Bronzed (iv;u-.k\e,(Quiscaiwspurpureus asneus).

This is our commonest blackbird. Arrives

about the middle of March, leaves about the

first of November. They breed abundantly in

almost any suitable place, usually two or more

pairs together. A tree covered with wild grape

vines is a vavorite place. In several large pine

groves near the city there are large colonies.

They begin building about the last of April,

and full sets of eggs may be taken about the

middle of May. The nest is a large and bulky

structure, composed of straw, grass, stems or

most any suitable material— if a straw stack

happens to be near you will probably find them

of straw— plastered together with mud and

lined with fibres.

The usual complement of eggs is five,Some-

times four or six. They vary much in color,

usually a light green and from this to a brown-

ish green, with large and irregular streaks

and blotches of black and dark brown dis-

tributed over the surface, mostly at the larger

end
- O.&o. XII. Jun.1867 p.fi.
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Carnivorous Propensities of the Crow Blackbird.—One sultry

afternoon a few summers since I was writing at an open window when my
attention was attracted—or rather distracted—by the clamor of a number

of English Sparrows which were quarreling among the foliage immedi-

ately below me. Happening to want a specimen, X selected an adult male

and shot it. Scarcely had it struck the ground when a Crow Blackbird

{Quiscalus fiurpureus czneus) pounced upon it from a linden above, and

with a few well-directed strokes of its bill put an end to its struggles. At

this juncture a Robin interfered but soon retreated before the Grackle’s

menacing front. The latter next seized the Sparrow in its bill and flew

off with it to the lawn, a few paces distant. Here it deliberately went to

work to eat its victim. Holding it between one, or sometimes both, its

feet, exactly as a Hawk would do, it broke open the skull and feasted on

the brains. I was near enough so see that its bill was reeking with blood.

After watching it awhile I walked directly towards it when it again took

up its prize and tried to carry it into the tree above, but its strength

proved insufficient and it was obliged to drop it. Upon examining the

Sparrow I found that its brains had been cleanly scooped out and the

eves as well as the throat devoured. Meanwhile the Grackle scolded me
most emphatically for thus interfering and the moment my back was

turned again descended and resumed its feast.

Many of our native birds seem to have a standing grudge against this

Blackbird and rarfely let pass an opportunity to pursue and harass it. It

would seem that this hatred is not without just cause.

—

William Brews-

ter, Cambridge
,
Mass. Bp II N, Q*Q» 8.July, 1881,p. 'FO-lSr! *

belong to my grounds ;
as 1 do not raise cereals, anu uctolc my -

fruit culture, I regard these birds as the most valuable of their kind to me,

and never have permitted them to be shot at or disturbed on my premises.

Going down to my pond, as usual, in quest of Kingfishers, I happened to

take notice of a Crow Blackbird in the act of striking quickly with its bill

into the water at the edge of the bank. Wondering what it found there

for food, I cautiously approached, sneaking behind the shelter of an ever-

green and bed of flowering shrubs. This bird had struck a small goldfish

as it came up to the water’s edge—struck it in the centre of its head with

the sharp point of its bill. This blow only stunned the fish, but rendered

it unable to dart away, although it could still squirm and wriggle ;
the

Blackbird was earnestly trying to land its prey by repeatedly striking

the fish so as to get a beak hold, which it finally did after many failures.

Catching sight of me, it at once flew away, leaving the writhing and mor-

tally wounded victim upon the earth. The mystery ol that peculiar de-

struction of my goldfish was thus solved.

The habit of goldfish whereby they suck and bore at and into the grassy

and mossy edges of a pond as they feed, renders them a comparatively

shining mark for Quiscalus.—Henry W. Elliott, near Cleveland
,
Ohio.

uk,TILA»rU,1800.p. XOft-ZO^. V7
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Quiscalus quiscula aeneus Killing and Catching Goldfish.—During the

past summer, while noting the condition of my goldfish pond I frequently

found many bodies of these fishes floating, bearing evidence of some sharp

instrument having been used to effect their death: deep incisions, holes,

and grooves in their heads and backs, etc. Carefully killing every King-

fisher and all the Herons, Bitterns being wholly absent, I became very

much puzzled at the constant loss of life among these pretty fish of which

I have, I presume, some 3000 individuals in the pond. I first observed

this evidence of destruction early in May last, and it was not until late in

July that I detected the cause of it.

Large flocks of Quiscalus q. ceneus make their home annually from early

spring till late every fall, in the pine, spruce and hemlock groves which

belong to my grounds; as I do not raise cereals, and devote my land to

fruit culture, I regard these birds as the most valuable of their kind to me,

and never have permitted them to be shot at or disturbed on my premises.

Going down to my pond, as usual, in quest of Kingfishers, I happened to

take notice of a Crow Blackbird in the act of striking quickly with its bill

into the water at the edge of the bank. Wondering what it found there

for food, I cautiously approached, sneaking behind the shelter of an ever-

green and bed of flowering shrubs. This bird had struck a small goldfish

as it came up to the water’s edge—struck it in the centre of its head with

the sharp point of its bill. This blow only stunned the fish, but rendered

it unable to dart away, although it could still squirm and wriggle
;
the

Blackbird was earnestly trying to land its prey by repeatedly striking

the fish so as to get a beak hold, which it finally did after many failures.

Catching sight of me, it at once flew away, leaving the writhing and mor-

tally wounded victim upon the earth. The mystery of that peculiar de-

struction of my goldfish was thus solved.

The habit of goldfish whereby they suck and bore at and into the grassy

and mossy edges of a pond as they feed, renders them a comparatively

shining mark for Quiscalus.—Henry W. Elliott, near Cleveland ,
Ohio.
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Quiscalus quiscula seneus Killing and Catching Goldfish.—During the

past summer, while noting the condition of my goldfish pond I frequently

found many bodies of these fishes floating, bearing evidence of some sharp

instrument having been used to effect their death: deep incisions, holes,

and grooves in their heads and backs, etc. Carefully killing every King-

fisher and all the Herons, Bitterns being wholly absent, I became very

much puzzled at the constant loss of life among these pretty fish of which

I have, I presume, some 3000 individuals in the pond. I first observed

this evidence of destruction early in May last, and it was not until late in

July that I detected the cause of it.

Large flocks of Quiscalus q. ceneus make their home annually from early

spring till late every fall, in the pine, spruce and hemlock groves which

belong to my grounds ;
as I do not raise cereals, and devote my land to

fruit culture, I regard these birds as the most valuable of their kind to me,

and never have permitted them to be shot at or disturbed on my premises.

Going down to my pond, as usual, in quest of Kingfishers, I happened to

take notice of a Crow Blackbird in the act of striking quickly with its bill

into the water at the edge of the bank. Wondering what it found there

for food, I cautiously approached, sneaking behind the shelter of an ever-

green and bed of flowering shrubs. This bird had struck a small goldfish

as it came up to the water’s edge—struck it in the centre of its head with

the sharp point of its bill. This blow only stunned the fish, but rendered

it unable to dart away, although it could still squirm and wriggle; the

Blackbird was earnestly trying to land its prey by repeatedly striking

the fish so as to get a beak hold, which it finally did after many iailures.

Catching sight of me, it at once flew away, leaving the writhing and mor-

tally wounded victim upon the earth. The mystery ot that peculiar de-

struction of iny goldfish was thus solved.

The habit of goldfish whereby they suck and bore at and into the grassy

and mossy edges of a pond as they feed, renders them a comparatively

shining mark for Quiscalus.—Heury W. Elliott, near Cleveland ,
Ohio.

uk,TIl,A#ril.lSOO.p. XOV-ZQI
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Blackbird Flights at Burlington, Iowa. — The autumnal migrations of

the Icteridas at Burlington, Iowa, are notable chiefly on account of the im-

mense flocks of certain Blackbirds which congregate in that vicinity. The
extensive swamps bordering the Mississippi River above and below the

city, on the Illinois side, form an especially favorable rendezvous for these

birds, three species of which are represented, nearly in equal numbers

—

3uiscalus quiscula ceneus , Scolecofhagus carolinus
,
and Agelaius fhoe-

niceus. During September and October the cornfields of Iowa are visited

by countless numbers of these black marauders, which wander about in

mixed flocks of several thousands, passing the day in the fields and the

night in the woodland or marshes. And it is during this period that so

many thousands are poisoned and killed by the farmers. About the first

of October these birds begin to appear from the more northern districts,

pouring into the Burlington swamps in myriads, and by the middle of the

month immense numbers have here collected. Just before sunrise vast

flocks begin to rise out of the swamps and radiate in all directions towards

the inland cornfields, where they spend the day, returning again to the

swamps before sunset. These flocks are often a quarter of a mile in width

and are more than an hour in passing—a great black band slowly writhing

like some mighty serpent across the heavens in either direction, its ex-

tremities lost to view in the dim and distant horizon. Not unfrequently

three or four such vast flocks are in sight at one time. How far away

from their night resorts they go each day has not been observed
;
an hour

and a half before sunset, twelve miles away from the river, the mighty

armies of Blackbirds are still seen coming over distant hills and directing

their courses toward the marshes. It is evident, however, that many miles

are daily traversed in their journeys to and from their feeding grounds.

Making liberal deductions for any possibility of over estimating, the nu-

merical minimum of individuals in a single flock cannot be far from twenty

millions.

—

Charles R. Keyes, Des Moines, la.

Auk, V. April 1888. p. Z07Z09.

471. Blackbirds [J^uiscalus ceneus'] Catching Fisk. By Charles Aldrich.

Ibid., xv, p. 810 .
Aiuer. Naturalist*

Auk. XII, July, 1895. p . 3 0 3,

Se AC ‘ >-C CC i

,

It was but yesterday that I saw a Crow Blackbird hovering over
a pond after the manner of a Kingfisher. He did everything but dive
into the water and plainly enough was in search of something to eat.
G. S. Mead, Hingham

, Mass.





Distribution of New England Birds.

-

A Reply to Dr, Brewer. H. A. Purdie.

( iy %JUk 4k il ^utn
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Quiscalus major. Boat-tailed Grackle.— “ Q. baritus, Bonaparte.

Thrush Blackbird. New Haven. Of the Thrush Blackbird one speci-

men only has been observed, by Dr. Whelpley at New Haven, and of

course is rare in Connecticut.” (Rev. J. H. Linsley, Cat* of the Birds of

Conn., in Am. Jour. Sci, and Arts, Vol. XLIV, 1843, p. 249.) “Acciden-

tal. Have heard of one that was killed in Cambridge a few years since.

Mr. E. A. Samuels tells me that a pair bred in Cambridge in 1861.” (J. A.

Allen, Proc. Ess. Inst., IY, p. 85, 1864.) Both these and the Connecticut

bird are cited by Dr. Coues (Proc. Ess. Inst., V, p. 285, 1868) as valid.

But I understand that more recently the authenticity of the specimens

taken is doubted, they being referred to the Crow Blackbird (Q. purpureus).

As Mr. Linsley also gives Q. purpureus as common, I see no reason for

doubting his record. Of Mr. Samuels’s birds, I have always understood

him, and he still avers that two of them, in the flesh, were brought to him

by Professor Jeffries Wyman, and that to his best knowledge and belief

they were shot in the Cambridge salt marshes
;
that their rarity was com-

mented on at the time, and that they were not Q. purpureus.

Bull. N. O.O. 2, Jan. , 1877. p. /£• f3 .



More from Frogmore.

A WHITE BLACKBIRD.

Early one morning last November I came in

siglit of my home. That is not an unusual
thing, but it was unusual for me then for I

had not seen it since August. I was tired,

wet, and hungry, and that is even a less un-

usual occurrence. But among a flock of Boat-

tailed Grackles that fluttered about the deserted

yard was one that was pure white. I could

scarcely believe my eyes. I unlocked the door,

deposited my luggage, aud after getting the

big spy glass clear of cobwebs, had a good,

steady look. There could be no mistake. The
bird was a “Jackdaw” sure enough, and the

glass showed only faint traces of cream color

overlaying the white. It was plainly a female
from the size and proportions, and the rest of

j

the flock did not seem to notice that they had
such a rara avis among them. I put on the
hominy pot and took a pe >ut of the window;
stirred it and peeped again, looked over my
shoulder while I ground the coffee and so spilt

half of it on the floor but I would have given

pounds of coffee and gone a month without
that cheering beverage to have had that “white
blackbird” in my hands.

But what was the use of all my yearning?

My gun was away down in Palatka in quaran-

tine, under suspicion of having the yellow
fever. By right I should have been with it

and not it with me. My little collecting pistol

could not possibly expect to reach such a wary
bird as a Jackdaw and the only other piece of

artillery I had within reach was a big Sharpe’s

rifle that threw a 56-100 ball. For weeks I just

watched that bird with longing eyes. I learned

his— her, I should say— whole history from
the neighbors. It was hatched in an oak tree

about twenty rods from my door, and was
whiter “when it was first born.” Be that as

it may, it did seem to me as I watched it from
day to day as if the shades were getting darker

about its neck, and before my gun arrived I

began to wonder if the beautiful bird wasn’t

going to slowly fade away into black before

my disconsolate eyes.

Well, to cut a long story short, my gun came
at last and in a few days I was joined by an or-

nithological friend from Boston. The “white
blackbird” was still at large, and as I expati-

ated to him upon its beauties the first night of

his arrival I thought I detected a slightly in-

credulous look; also, I was mean enough to tell

him I had been saving it for him. I hereby

confess all. It was bullets as big as small

potatoes that really saved that Jackdaw so long.

Next day we had a glorious tramp. I showed

my friend lots of my favorite little nooks and

corners and gave him a round of Snipe shoot-

ing, such as he had never even dreamed of

before; and we got lots of other nice birds,

too. And it made me think of long bygone

l days when everything hereabouts was new and

strange to me, too.

As we neared home along the edge of the

Snipe bog an exclamation from my comrade

caused me to turn and there was the “white

blackbird” coming directly towards me. As I

fired down she came and my friend cried, “I

was sure I should hit him.”
“ What, did you shoot, too?” said I.

“Yes, did you shoot?” said he.

Our guns had made but one report, so simul-

taneous was our action, and there lay the

beautiful bird just riddled at close quarters

with two heavy snipeloads of eights. I suc-

ceeded, however, in making up a very good

skin, though it took time and patience.

When in hand the specimen showed a de-

cided brownish work over nearly all the

plumage. The eyes were bright pink and the

bill and feet also much brighter colored than

the normal tint of the species. The tail was

also considerably worn. I am still of the

opinion that when in first feather this speci-

men showed only very faint traces of coloring

over the white. Is it not possible that part

— possibly all— partial albinos are nearly white

at first? The viscera of this specimen were

too badly mutilated to be examined well. I

searched for intestinal worms which some

authorities lead us to suspect are in all albinos,

but foun^ngpg) XIV.Mfty. 1839 p. 71-72
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55. Corvus corax Linn. Raven. — Rare at Grand Falls. Not met

with at Fort Fairfield. ‘‘Very rare” at Houlton.

Bail N. 0.0, 7,July, X882, p.149

Birds -within Ten Miles of Point
de Monts, Can, Comeau&Merriam

44 Corvus corax. Raven. A common resident. May 12, 1882,

Mr. Comeau found one of their nests on the face of a cliff about half-way

between Godbout and Point de Monts. It contained four full-fledged young

that must have been at least three or four weeks old.

ri 17

Birds, Haute Island, Bayof Fundy, July
20 , 1887. W. L. Bishop, Kentville, N. S.

Raven, Corns corax-, common.

O.& 0. XII. Sept. 1887 p.145

A Collecting Trip-Dec. 1887.

John Ewart, Yarker, Out. Can.

American Raven. Rare. Obtained one from

lumbermen, which they had shot a day or two

before.

O.&O. XIII. June. 1888 p.94

Birds of Magdalen Islands.
D». Li. B. Bishop.

33. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven.—Common. Breeds
on all the islands, but most frequently on those least inhabited.

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. 147

-Stamm©? Birds of Sudbury, Out.
A,H.Albergor,

I
48(1. Raven. Common. Breeds.

f \
XV, June, 1890, p,87

Dwight, tummer Birds of

Prince Edward Island,

fCorvus corax principalis Raven.—I was told that a pair of Ravens had

formerly nested for several years on the face of the cliff at East Point, and

while I think my informant could have made no mistake as to the species,

I hesitate about admitting a bird to the list on hearsay only.]

Auk X, Jan, 1893. p.lO

252 C.H . Morrell, Winter Birds of Nova Scotia. Ljviy

Auk, XVI, July, 1899, p.
14. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven. — Not common. A

pair seen at Shulee and another pair at Partridge Island, near Parrsboro.



Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the
Humber Stiver, Aug. 10 - Sept, 24,1899.

33. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven. Common. Ap-

parently it takes the place of Corvus americanus ,
which is said not to

occur on Newfoundland.

Louis H, Porter, New York City.

Auk, XVII, Jan. , 1900, p. 7Z-

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador
by Henry B . Bigelow.

62. Corvus corax principalis. Raven.— Locally common, especially

so at Port Manvers.

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.29.
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Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven— Along the

northeast coast of Cape Breton, between Englishtown and Neil’s
Harbor, I found Ravens fairly common. Four or five were seen
nearly every day. In searching for some good field mark to dis-

tinguish this species from the Crow, I found that the shape of the
tail was diagnostic. The tail of the Crow when spread, or partly
spread is evenly and but very slightly rounded, for the length of the
outer feathers is nearly the same as that of the middle ones. In
the Raven, however, the middle feathers are noticeably longer than
the outer, and the gradation between the two or four middle feathers
and those outside is especially marked. I found that the tail of a
Corvus, once well seen, always showed definitely whether the bird
was corax principalis or brachyrhynchos, and the croak or caw,
if afterwards heard, always confirmed the diagnosis. The harsh
croak of the Raven is of course always diagnostic. I have noted
it as crrroak, crrraa and crrrulc, and once near the top of Smoky
I was startled with a coarse cry that sounded like helup. As is well
known, the larger size of the Raven is of but little help in distin-

guishing the two species, unless they are near together for direct

comparison. Neither is the greater tendency of the Raven to sail

or soar conclusive for this purpose, for Crows at times disport
themselves in similar fashion.

The road to Ingonish winds along near the summit of Mount
Smoky, and gives an unobstructed view into a huge ravine which

nearly divides the great rocky mass into two parts, the sea lying
close at hand on the east. This is a favorite resort for Ravens, and
one can look down on the great birds showing glossy and purplish
in the sunlight as they sail from one side of the ravine to the other.

A couple of these birds sailed over this ravine, one close above the
other, and as I watched them with my glasses, the lower bird turned
completely on its back and both birds grappled for an instant in
mid air. Later at Ingonish I saw a similar performance, but in

this case the upper bird dropped its feet first, and the lower at once
turned over to grapple with it.

At F rench River one morning I watched four Ravens performing
some interesting evolutions about the cliffs. Each in turn or to-

gether would fly up almost vertically against the wind, and then
swooping or darting down turned at times a complete somersault.
That evening four Ravens, possibly the same birds, flew by hoarsely
croaking and sailed off to the woods beyond the river.

by
,

33. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven.— Fairly common,

'
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178. Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven.— At one time

abundant along the north shore of Lake Ontario, but they disappeared

at a very early date. A letter written at Port Hope (62 miles east of

Toronto) in 1820 mentions “ravens and rooks” as occurring there then;,

the Rev. John Doel tells me the last pair killed was in the Queen’s Park

about 1848.



Two Ravens (Corvus corax principalis)
Seen at Harpswell, Maine.

—

In bringing the local status of the Raven up to date, it seems desirable

to record two living examples which I saw at Little Mark Island, Harps-

well, Maine, October 5, 1889. Little Mark Island is about nine and a

half nautical miles nearly east of Portland.

The Raven was a bird with which I had had a long acquaintance : there-

fore, as I watched this pair under favorable conditions, and listened to

their characteristic notes, I was perfectly sure of the identification —
Arthur H. Norton, Portland, Me. ,\vQ&s, 2PC1V, Jan., .1907, P

The Raven near Portland, Maine.— In 1882 I made note 1 of a

Raven, presumably Corvus corax principalis, which was killed in the town

of Cumberland, near Portland, December 31, 1875. I examined the speci-

men at the time; but I do not know what became of it, and therefore can-

not positively state that it represented principalis.

No doubt the Raven was to be found regularly about Portland in olden

times; 2 but I am able to cite only one other record 3 of its occurrence

within recent years, and that is regrettably indefinite. I have never

seen the bird alive near the city. I have, however, seen a second local

specimen. A handsome male, quite typical of principalis, was taken on

Cape Elizabeth, January 12, 1884, was secured in the flesh for my collec-

tion and was transferred, a few years later, to the cabinet of the Portland

Society of Natural History where it remains (No. 3773, N. C. B.).— Nathan

Clifford Brown, Portland, Me. XXIV, , 190 7 p ./ oc?

1 Proc. Portland Soc. Nat. Hist., Vol. II, p. 17.

2 See Brewster, Birds of the Cambridge Region, p. 237.

3 Smith, Forest and Stream, Vol. XIX, 1883, p. 485.
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Corvus corax principalis. Northern Raven.— 1909, Nov. 7, one
shot — mounted and is in a private collection.

l O ;v. 19 ... p. ^.37,



Winter Birds of Webster,N.H/by'Falco,

American Raven
,
(Conus corax 'ccifhwdrvs). One

specimen taken in Sutton, N. H., Dec. 20,

1878, and another seen.

O.&o. X. Jan. 1885. p/v

#•



The Raven in Southern New Hampshire, and Other Notes.—On the

afternoon of July 4, 1903, while all the land was dim with fire-cracker

smoke, a solitary Raven, coming who-knows-whence and going who-
knows-whither, wandered over the rocky ridge of Mount Monadnock,
in southwestern New Hampshire. I was sitting outside my camp, mid-

way of the mountain ridge, and several times dimly heard the wanderer’s

gruff, inarticulate croak, without recognizing it. In Norway or Sardinia,

where I have known Corvus corax familiarly, this sound would have

been instantly intelligible to me; but here, in the Massachusetts hill

country of southernmost New Hampshire, unvisited by ravens for many
a year, I was slow to grasp its meaning. Two companions were sitting

near me, and I credited them with having facetiously uttered the ribald

grunts. Nor did these companions at once arouse my interest by exclaim-

ing : “See that crow over there ! ” I could n’t see him without moving,

and sat still. But a peculiar and vaguely familiar heavy ‘swishing’ of

wings, coupled with the news that the crow was persistently hovering

over our provisions, brought me to my feet to have a look at the bird

myself. Stepping around the cabin I beheld, not a crow, but a big, dingy

raven, heavy-headed, huge-beaked, and deeply emarginate-winged. He
was raspingly beating the air, thirty feet above my outspread provisions

and cooking utensils, and scarcely ten paces from where I stood.

Just so I have seen the European Raven flopping about over our vul-

ture-baiting donkey carcass, in the hot fields of Sardinia,— hour-long,

day after day. The scene was vividly recalled to me by this strayed

carrion-biter of the North American wilderness. He was so strangely

unsuspicious that he not only did not veer off when I appeared around

the corner, but actually let me walk almost directly under him before he

showed symptoms of alarm, and remitted his scrutiny of the victual-

strewn ground. Then he started away to the northward along the moun-
tain ridge, flying rather slowly and laboriously, with but little sailing,

and presently disappeared behind a rocky knoll, on the northwest side of

the mountain.

iow s oparrovv anu uie onuri-unieu iviarsn wren, me sparrow is very

rare in Dublin, though common in the lower and more alluvial meadows
eight miles to the northeast (Hancock and Bennington). Mr. Hoffmann
finds it a rare breeder in the Alstead Hills, about twenty miles northwest

of Dublin. There also, both he and I have found the Yellow winged

Sparrow breeding.

The Raven in Southern New Hampshire: A Comment. — Apropos
of my Monadnock Raven-record, published in ‘ The Auk,’ for October,

1904 (p. 491), Mr. John E. Thayer writes me that a yearling Raven escaped

from his aviary at Lancaster, Mass., less than forty miles southeast of

Monadnock, on May 28, 1903, and disappeared after loitering about Lan-
caster for almost a week. Probably, as Mr. Thayer suggests, it was this

bird that appeared on Monadnock qn July 4. At all events, the likelihood

that such was the case robs my record of all value.— Gerald H. Thayer,
Monadnock, N. II. Ante, X £11, Jan., 1800, p . S' / •



A.

During the fall of 1879,' a fine specimen of the American
Raven ( Corvus corax carnivorus) remained in this immediate vicinity for
nearly a month, but successfully eluded capture.

^ // , .

Buli. N.O.O, 7 lJao,l882 1 p,04
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American Raven in Connecticut.

Oil September 18, 1890, a specimen of the

American Raven was taken at this place.

0. J. Hagenaw.
So. Manchester, Conn.

O.SsO, 25, Dot,1800, P, V



Some Birds of Lewis Co, N.T,
O. Hart Merriaai

XrvL LSL~ ) 't-'-j

Corvus corax,

Birds of the Adirondack Region.
G.H,Mbrxiaj».

85. Corvus corax carnivorus (Bartram) Ridgway. Raven.-Com-

mon resident throughout the Adirondacks.

BuU.N.Q.0, Q.Oot, 1881, P, 231



JLIbinistic Plnmages. B. Deane,

18. Corvus corax. Raven.— A specimen in abnormal plumage is

described in “Fauna Boreali-Americana ” (Yol. I, p. 291). “ A pied in-

dividual was killed on the south branch of the Mackenzie, from a flock of

the common sort. Its neck, fore part of the back, and part of the wings

were gray
;
the rest of its plumage black.

Bn&N.O.C. 5, Jan,, 1880. P.28



Auk, XV, Jan., 1898. p
The Northern Raven breeding in New England. — During a trip to

the outer islands of Penobscot Bay, Maine, I found on June 15, 1897, a

brood of three young Ravens ( Corvus corax princifalis), fully fledged

and grown, in the possession of two fisherman’s boys. They were taken

from a nest in a spruce tree on a small uninhabited island about the

middle of May, being at that time about ready to fly. One of the old

birds was seen hovering at a safe distance. In captivity they each had a

wing clipped, and remained at large about the house, though one, wilder

than the others, escaped several times to the woods.

One of the boys conducted me to the nest. It was about twenty feet

from the ground, two-thirds way up the tree, in a crotch close to the

trunk, and was a great accumulation of gnarled, crooked sticks, some of

the largest at the bottom being as thick as a man’s thumb. Some two

feet across on top, its size was about that of the nest of the Red-tailed

Hawk. It was deeply hollowed, profusely lined with grass and especially

sheep’s wool, and emitted a strong, disagreeable odor. On the branches

below were caught numerous sticks, which evidently the birds had

dropped. A few days later I examined a nest of the Common Crow on a

neighboring island from which the young had recently left. It was

almost exactly like the Raven’s nest, except that smaller sticks were used,

wool was entirely absent, and the strong odor was lacking.

I purchased the young, and took them home with me alive. Two of

them are still (September 10) in health
;

the other died August 5 from

some bowel trouble. Moulting was first noticed about July 20, when
blue-black feathers began to appear in the dull brownish under parts.

They are still moulting, the head being the part most affected.

Their habits in captivity are not unlike those of the Common Crow,

especially in reference to their hiding of objects. But they manifest

more decided carnivorous tastes, preferring flesh to everything else, and

tearing up bodies of birds or mammals like veritable hawks. A live

young Marsh Hawk incarcerated with them in their roomy cage was next

day killed and entirely devoured, save the leg bones and quills. They

are very noisy when hungry, and their harsh croaking is audible at a con-

siderable distance.— Herbert K. Job, North Middleboro , Mass.



Notes on a few Maine Birds.—Corvus corax. Raven.—These birds

are frequently seen about the islands on the Maine coast, to the west of

Penobscot Bay, particularly on Isle au Haut, Duck Islands, Cranberry

Islands, and other points to the westward, but so far as I can ascertain

they have not been found breeding on our coast east of Grand Menan.

At that place, however, Mr. George A. Boardman has found them nesting

on the high cliffs.

On May 5 of this year (1881) I received two Raven’s eggs, which were

taken from a nest on Duck Island about the last of April. Both birds

were shot down, but were not secured. The nest was placed in the top of

a sfruce tree
,
and described as a very bulky affair, built of sticks and lined

with moss, cow’s hair, and wool. It contained three eggs at that time.

Several of these birds were poisoned on Isle au Haut in the winter of

1879-80 by a Mr. Curran who was using meat poisoned with strychnine

to kill foxes. The inhabitants assert that they breed on that island, and

that they kill lambs by alighting on them and picking out their eyes.

/V ,1 t 'ly yrlt rf
/ f

Bull N.O.O. 0,00^1881,5,

Raven’s Nest.—Since the 23d of Feb-

ruary, 1880, we have kept an English Ra-

ven which has not been confined but had

its liberty to go where it pleased, but it

has never strayed far from its home. For

the past year we have resided on Laurel

Hill, near the centre of Norwich City. The

east side of this hill is a wooded, rocky

precipice, about two hundred feet deep

and one or two hundred yards in extent.

Nature could not have made a place more

suitable to the habits of this bird, and dur-

ing the present month of July we have dis-

covered that it has built a perfect nest in

every respect. It is of the same materials

throughout and a perfect counterpart of a

Crow’s nest only it is somewhat larger.

This nest is near the upper surface of the

precipice on a large flat ledge of rock and

covered by another similar rock. The nest

cannot be seen either from above or below.

We always supposed this bird to be pin-

ioned, but we have seen it make circling

flights of fifty to one hundred yards.

Whether it is male or female, we know not.

Jako has led quite an interesting and

amusing life while in our possession, which

we would tell had we the room to do so.
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Decrease of Birds in Mass. J. A. Allen

In scores of the early enumerations of the birds of New England,

and of the Atlantic States generally, the Raven, as well as the

Crow, is mentioned. This seems to imply that the Eaven, at the

time of the first settlement of the country, was more or less com-

mon from Virginia to Maine, and that persecution, combined with

its natural timidity, has caused its expulsion from the more thickly

settled parts of the Eastern States.

Bull. N. O.O, I, Sept, 18v0. p, jr
6~

cAdtof, Mrvtv Jh*rb<v, fluty % I. Jla lu^ynx^v
Can you tell me if a Raven ever lias a white

or yellow bill ? The only live Raven that I

got close enough to examine apparently had an

ivory-colored bill. It
/
might possibly be

coated with something it was eating,but seemed

to be the color of the bill.

Chas. A. McLennan.

Truro, Nova Scotia, July 8, 1889.

O.&o. XIV,^,.1889

82. Ravens and Crows. By S. B. Buckley. Ibid., XIV, p. 44.—Mostly

about the distribution of these species in Texas, and on some traits of

the Crow. For. Ss Stream
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