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Birds of Toronto, Ontario.

By James K. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.

Auk, XX III, Oct., 1906, p.450.
95. Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit.— Rare migrant in spring,

probably accidental; a female taken May 30, 1895, is in the Provincial
Museum, and one taken June 7, 1890, is in my collection.
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The Great Marbled Godwit at Portland, Maine.—Late in May, 1884,

a specimen of the Great Marbled Godwit (
Limosa fceda) was shot by a

Portland sportsman on Scarborough Marsh. The weather being warm

at the time the captor of the bird sent his trophy at once to a taxidermist

but I was given an opportunity of examining it as soon as its preserva-

tion was secured. I make a note of this specimen because it is the only

one which I know to have been taken in the vicinity of Portland during

my observations there, or between the years 1870 and 1885. A genei ation

ago, in the days of the famous Maine sportsman, ‘Cale’ Loring, the

Marbled Godwit appears to have been at least an occasional visitor to the

Scarborough Marshes. In the journal which Loring left, there is. I am

told, not infrequent mention of this species, and no Portland sportsman

will question the authenticity of such records. Of late years, however,

the birds have evidently not looked with favor upon their old-time halting-

places.

—

Nathan Clifford Brown, Portland, Maine.

Auk, 2, Oct. , 1885. p. 3 %$ .

l

The Great Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) is represented in my collec-

tion by a female shot on Scarborough Beach, August 16, 1904, by Mr.

George H. Cushman, a game warden. For many years the species has.

been almost unknown in this locality.— Henry H. Brock, Portland, Me..

Aufc, XXIV, Jan.. 1007, p3H
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The Marbled Godwit at Pine Point, Maine.— I recently saw for the

first time a mounted specimen of the Marbled Godwit (.Limosa fedoa)

which was taken by Mr. Harry Crocker at Pine Point, near Portland, in

1891. Records of this bird in Maine are so few that the following data

from Mr. Crocker will be of interest. He writes me : “I killed the bird

on either the 8th or 9th of August, 1891. I shot two of them along the

shore of the bay at Pine Point. They made no call that I could hear;

but, after trying several, I used that of the Yellow-legs, upon hearing

which they turned and came towards me. Mr. Benjamin F. Woodward,

of Cambridge, Mass., has one of the birds.”—Nathan Clifford Brown,

Portland
,
Me. AUk, XVII, Oct., 1900, p . 3 ?<»•



Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
S

John C. Gaboon.

Marbled Godwit, Limosa fedoa, (Linn.) This

large shore bird, second in size to the Long-

billed Curlew only, is a straggler from the

south and is rare on Cape Cod. On one occas-

ion I saw two of these birds on a marsh at

Monomoy Island, but on account of their shy-

ness I was unable to secure a specimen. I am
certain of their identity as I have had much

experience with them on the Florida coast. In

color this bird very much resembles a Curlew,

but instead of its bill being curved downward

like a Curlew it is bent slightly upward.

O.& o. XIII. Sept. 1888 P -130
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This museum, by
ithe way, has lately obtained two fine addi-

tions, one a Marbled Godwit, 3
O.&O.V0I. 17 , Sept. 1862 P.14D

17-U^J- Coojt
Ool. Boston Soc. NaUHiatory*

Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit.— A fine old female is in the Everett
collection, from the 'Massachusetts coast.

AoiC 26, Apr-1008, p« X3¥-

#



Limosa fedoa. East Orleans, Mass.

Great Marbled Godwit, collection of Geo. N. Lamb, is a fe-

male, shot Aug. 22, 1895, by Eli Rogers, at East Orleans, Mass.

Was alone and did not whistle. I saw the bird when he shot

it, as I was lying in the next stand, it came in over the

beach wall and swung in over the marsh, it apparently paid no

attention to his whistle or decoys and he made a long shot at

it, flying high.

Great Marbled Godwit, in my collection, is a female, shot

Aug. 25, 1897, by myself, at East Orleans, Mass. This bird

was alone when I shot it and made no call when I put it up.

I was on my way home walking along the edge of the mud flats

where they join the tall marsh grass, with my hands full of

decoys on sticks, my gun under one arm and my pipe in my

mouth. I startled the bird from behind a point of grass near

the mouth of Cole's Creek and dropping the decoys put up my

gun & dropi>ed the Godwit, knocking my pipe almost out of my

mouth. I saw this bird earlier in the day among a flock of

Blk-bellied Plover feeding on the mud flats.

Chas.R.Lamb in litt. to Wm. Brewster, Cambridge, Oct. 2,
1902.
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Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit.— On August 26, 1909, Mr. Wil-

liam Ganung shot in West Haven an adult female Marbled Godwit and a

young Western Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus), and his

brother, Alanson, brought them to me. Western Willets are by no means

common, and this is the first occurrence of the Marbled Godwit, so far

as I know, since Linsley’s record (Am. Jour. Sci., XLIY, 1843, p. 267).

Ank 27. Got *1910 p, 16 2



Sometimes tolerably com-

Bull.N.O. 0 , 7, Oct, 1882 , p, 256

I94 . Limosa fceda. Marbled Godwit.

mon about Lake Champlain in October.

Lone Island Bird Notes. Wm. Dutcher

g. Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit.— The ‘Brown Mar-

lin’ of the Long Island gunners is at the. best a rare bird, and is

looked on as a prize at any time. My experience in bay-bird

shooting on the South Shore, dating back as it does for twelve

years, is a blank regarding this species. Not only have I never

shot one, but, I have never been so fortunate as to hear one utter

its call note. Giraud says, “Arrives on the shores of Long

Island in the month of May : it cannot be said to be an abundant

species— still, we observe it visits us regularly every spring and

autumn.”* August 12, 1881, one was sent to me from Shinne-

cock Bay, by Mr. C. E. Perkins, of Hartford, Conn., an enthu-

siastic sportsman, who spends many weeks every summei on 'the

beaches and bars of that Indian-named bay. In 1883, Mr. Tal-

madge, another sportsman habitui, of Shinnecock Bay, informed

me That three Marbled Godwits had been shot between Septem-

ber 1 and 8 by the sportsmen and their gunners who were shoot-

ing on the bay.

During 1884 I did not record any. During the spring of 18S5,

none were seen at Shinnecock Bay, my infoimant being Geoige

A. Lane, who, with his brothers, is shooting every day during the

season. The summer and autumn of the same year produced

four, and possibly five, records as follows : August 25, one was

shot by Mr. W. M. Lawrence, a sportsman who was located

at Allanticville, a hamlet near the western end of Shinnecock

Bay. August 31, two were seen at the same place by L. E.

Howell, a resident gunner. The same day one was seen by

Mr. Perkins, some two miles further east. It was in all prob-

ability one of the pair seen by Mr. Howell. September 15, Mr.

Perkins reports one seen and. secured.

Auk, at, Oot., 1889, p.

* Birds of Long Island, p. 260.
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61. Limosa fedoa, (Linn.} Ord. Great Marbled Godwit.

Abundant, frequenting the shores of lakes and ponds, and low, moist prairie.

Though breeding in great numbers the most diligent search failed to re-

veal its nest. The difference between the sexes, as before mentioned, was

most noticeable. The measurements (in inches and hundredths) of a series

of ten skins taken in the flesh are as follows :
—

No. Sex. Length.

2 ? 19.62

28 9 19.37

32 9 18.12

56 9 19.25

68 9 19.12

4 $ 17.62

30 $ 17.12

58 $ 16.75

60 $ 16.50

63 $ 17.00

Average, 9 19.10

Average.
, $ 17.00

Difference
,

2.10

St. of Wing. Bill.

33.87 4.87

32.75 4.62

32.00 4.54

32.75 5.06

32.75 4.79

31.25 3.96

30.75 3.83

31.50 3.66

30.50 4.00

31.50 3.75

32.82 4.77

31.10 3.84

1.72 .93

Bull N, O.O. 5, Jto., 1880, p.18

i8t6. Waders in Sandusky Bay. By Dr. E. Sterling.

fedoa ,
Macrorhamphus griseus, Microfalama himantofus. T^OTi & StlStiOl

u **/./>. i* a'
S3
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Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa hoemastica) in Ontario.— May 13, 1905,

I took a male of this species in high plumage on the east shore of Point

Pelee, Ont. It is now in my collection, numbered 147.— P. A. Taverner,

Detroit, Mich. .^uH, XX111, July, 19Of .p.'JIi'

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water 3irds.

AuK, XXIII
,
Oct., 1903, p.450.

96. Limosa hasmastica. Hudsonian Godwit.— Rare fall migrant;

a young bird taken August 20, 1898, is the earliest record; two specimens

taken September 25, 1894, are in winter plumage; two taken October 20,

1890, are adults in changing plumage. Mr. Win. Loan has a specimen in

full plumage, and Mr. J. Hughes Samuel saw one June 13, 1895.

Limosa hsemastica. Hudsonian Godwit.— On September 11,

1908, I took a female of this species on the North Beach (between Grind-

stone Island and Grosse Isle). The skin is in my collection. I have

seen no others of this species during three trips to the Magdalen Islands.

Tringites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.— A male of

this species was secured on September 13, 1908, by my companion Mr.

J. R. Gilman, on the North Beach.

Aa&29.J*u.l91ii, P* /SZ.

Hudsonian Godwit on the Magdalen Islands.— The Hudsonian
Godwit ( Limosa hoemastica) is becoming so rare that every occurrence is

worth publishing, particularly as it seems to be following the Eskimo
Curlew into oblivion.

On the 18th of Februaiy, 1911, a hunter got after a flock of six birds, pre-

sumably all ol the same species, and of these he secured four. Three of

these were eaten but the fourth was mailed to me by my friend Mr. J. B.

Boutilier with the above information. It was a new bird to him and was
also new to my collection.

The specimen is now No. 2570 in my cabinet.— W. E. Saunders,
London, Ont. _ ,

Auk 30, April, 19*3. p. 2 7/,

Hudsonian Godwit. A correction.— In ‘ The Auk ’ for April, 19 13, the

date of the godwits taken at the Magdalen Islands was given as February

18 1911. This should have been September 18, and in view of their rarity

it is perhaps worthwhile to make the correction.— W. E. Saunders, London,

Ontario. &.Uk 80, July, 1913. P, ¥ 30,
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Limosa hsemastica.

alive with a broken wing.
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Hudsonian Godwit.— 1911, Sept. '5, one taken

so. July. 1013. 0* t/3^
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7. Limosa hudsonica. Hudsonian Godwit.— A female was shot
by Mr. Tileston on Cape Cod, November 2, 1878

;
also late in the season

for this species. — T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass.

Bull, ST,0,0. 4, Jan, 1870, p 6 V

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F. W.Andros.

Limosa hcemastica (Linn.) Hudsonian God-

wit. Migrant, rare. Exceptional cases noted.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. i38

Limioolae in Bristol County.
H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Hudsonian Godwit, Limosa hmmastica. Only
one occurrence of this species in this county
can he noted, viz., one taken at Somerset,
Taunton River, Sep. 12th, 1883.

°.&0. XII. Sept. 1887 p.148

Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
JohnC.Cahoon.

__

Hudsonian Godwit, Limosa hcemastica, (Linn.)
Spot-rump on Cape Cod. A rare spring and
tolerably common migrant in the autumn. It
passes the Cape coast in the spring between
the first and last weeks in May. In the autumn
they arrive about the middle of September and
individuals are seen from this period at inter-
vals until the last of October. They are more
often seen from the 2oth of September to the
10th of October. They are usually seen after a

heavy south-easterly storm and for this reason
are quite irregular in appearance. They fre-
quent the sand flats, low beaches and marshes,
after the manner of the Curlews. I am told by
old gunners that they were at one time very
common on the Cape.

O.&O. XIII. Sept. 1888 p. 130

Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa hce?nastica) in Massachusetts.— Dur-

ng the latter part of the summer, more especially during late August and

iarly September, there was quite a flight of Hudsonian Godwit along the

:oast. Though this bird is not distinctly very rare within the borders of

.his State it is so uncommon that but very few are seen or shot in any one

leason. This summer and fall there were more birds than there have been

or a number of years. The total of those I could get definite reliable

iecords of show 25 shot on 17 different dates. There are also records of

more seen, some of which are authentic while others are questionable. The

latter I have carefully excluded from the list but mention them later on.

A reliable gunner at Chatham, who has been shooting for about twenty

years, informed me that he had not in his experience seen or heard of their

being so many around. All my records are from localities south of Boston,

for I found none for the northern part of the State. It may be of interest

to tabulate these below:—

•

Auk 28, Apr-1911 p, 26~?

tame and decoyed readily. However, on September 5, during a heavy

easterly storm with a downpour of rain, a flock of 30—35 birds went over

our stand at Chatham. Instead of alighting, as we supposed they would

do, for they appeared very much exhausted, they continued their slow

flight and disappeared going due south in the heaviest part of the storm.

However, a man a short way below us shot three of these birds as we

watched them go over him high up, and later we found someone else above

us had shot one from the same flock only a minute or two earlier. One of

these men estimated that the flock contained over 40 birds, so my figures

may be too low or else, after he fired the birds may have separated so that

we might have seen only part of the original flock.

I believe Hudsonian Godwit are now rarely seen on the Atlantic coast in

such numbers. In August, 1907, a similar flock was seen at Ipswich, out

of which several birds were shot, and the gunners there considered such a

flock of rare occurrence. Another gunner at Chatham reported having

seen a flock of from 50—75 large birds, which from his description probably

were Godwit, as he is well acquainted with all the other common shore

birds. On inquiring of the M. Abbot Frazar Co., I found but two specimens

in their shop being mounted. Mr. F. A. Webster of Hyde Park wrote me

that but one bird had been sent to him. He said someone reported having

seen a flock of birds at Winthrop, evidently Godwit, and that someone else

had shot two which had been eaten. These are the only reports I was able

to collect besides the actual records of those shot. Mr. T. C. Wilson of

Ipswich writes that he had shot none and to his knowledge none had been

seen there this year. Of the specimens I saw the majority were adult

birds with distinct traces of their nuptial plumage. Unquestionably there

was an unusually large flight of these birds during the early fall.

—

S. Prescott Fay, Boston, Mass.

Aok 23.Apr»10Il P«
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7. Limosa hudsonica. Hudsonian Godwit. — A female was shot
by Mr. Tileston on Capo Cod, November 2, 1878

;
also late in tlie season

for this species. — T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass.

Bull* IT,0,0. 4, Jan, 1878. p <S V

BirdB of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Andros.

Limosa hcemastica (Linn.) Hudsonian God-

wit. Migrant, rare. Exceptional cases noted.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.138

Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
John C. Gaboon.

Hudsonian Godwit, Limosa hcemastica, (Linn.)
Spot-rump on Cape Cod. A rare spring and
tolerably common migrant in the autumn. It
passes the Cape coast in the spring between
the first and last weeks in May. In the autumn
they arrive about the middle of September and
individuals are seen from this period at inter-
vals until the last of October. They are more
often seen from the 25th of September to the
10th of October. They are usually seen after a

heavy south-easterly storm and for this reason
are quite irregular in appearance. They fre-
quent the sand flats, low beaches and marshes,
after the manner of the Curlews. I am told by
old gunners that they were at one time very
common on the Cape.

O.&'O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p. 130
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Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa hcemastica) in Massachusetts.— Dur-

ing the latter part of the summer, more especially during late August and

early September, there was quite a flight of Hudsonian Godwit along the

coast. Though this bird is not distinctly very rare within the borders of

this State it is so uncommon that but very few are seen or shot in any one

season. This summer and fall there were more birds than there have been

for a number of years. The total of those I could get definite reliable

records of show 25 shot on 17 different dates. There are also records of

more seen, some of which are authentic while others are questionable. The

latter I have carefully excluded from the list but mention them later on.

A reliable gunner at Chatham, who has been shooting for about twenty

years, informed me that he had not in his experience seen or heard of their

being so many around. All my records are from localities south of Boston,

for I found none for the northern part of the State. It may be of interest

to tabulate these below :

—
Auk 28. Apr-1011 p 26~?

tame and decoyed readily. However, on September 5, during a heavy

easterly storm with a downpour of rain, a flock of 30—35 birds went ovei

our stand at Chatham. Instead of alighting, as we supposed they would

do, for they appeared very much exhausted, they continued their slow

flight and disappeared going due south in the heaviest part of the storm.

However, a man a short way below us shot three of these birds as we

watched them go over him high up, and later we found someone else above

us had shot one from the same flock only a minute or two earlier. One of

these men estimated that the flock contained over 40 birds, so my figures

may be too low or else, after he fired the birds may have separated so that

we might have seen only part of the original flock.

I believe Hudsonian Godwit are now rarely seen on the Atlantic coast in

such numbers. In August, 1907, a similar flock was seen at Ipswich, out

of which several birds were shot, and the gunners there considered such a

flock of rare occurrence. Another gunner at Chatham reported having

seen a flock of from 50—75 large birds, which from his description probably

were Godwit, as he is well acquainted with all the other common shore

birds. On inquiring of the M. Abbot Frazar Co., I found but two specimens

in their shop being mounted. Mr. F. A. Webster of Hyde Park wrote me

that but one bird had been sent to him. He said someone reported having

seen a flock of birds at Winthrop, evidently Godwit, and that someone else

had shot two which had been eaten. These are the only reports I was able

to collect besides the actual records of those shot. Mr. T. C. Wilson of

Ipswich writes that he had shot none and to his knowledge none had been

seen there this year. Of the specimens I saw the majority were adult

birds with distinct traces of their nuptial plumage. Unquestionably there

was an unusually large flight of these birds during the early fall.

S. Prescott Fay, Boston, Mass.

AUk 23. Apr-1911 lb

/s



7. Limosa hudsonica. Hudsonian Godwit.— A female was shot
by Mr. Tileston on Cape Cod, November 2, 1878

;
alto late in the season

for this species. — T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass.

Bails N8 0,0. 4, Jan, 1879, p <• V

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Andros.

Limosa htemastica (Linn.) Hudsonian God-

wit. Migrant, rare. Exceptional cases noted.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p. 138

I

vals until the last of October. They are more
often seen from the 25th of September to the
10th of October. They are usually seen after a

heavy south-easterly storm and for this reason
are quite irregular in appearance. They fre-

quent the sand flats, low beaches and marshes,
after the manner of the Curlews. I am told by
old gunners that they were at one time very
common on the Cape.

Ot&O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p. 130

Early August, 3, Chatham (two different days).

Aug. 15, flock of 10 lit off blind out of range. Were watched for some

time with glasses.

Aug. 26, 2, Chatham.

Last week of August, 4 (2 more seen), Chatham (three different days).

Last week of August, 1, Plymouth.

Sept. 1, 1, Chatham.

Sept. 2, 1, Plymouth.

Sept. 5, 4, Chatham (flock of 30-35 birds).

Sept. 5, 1, West Dennis.

Sept. 6, 1, Yarmouthport.

Sept. 12, 2, Chatham.

Sept. 13, 1, East Sandwich.

Sept. 22, 1, Chatham.

Sept. 24, 1, Chatham.

Oct. 19, 1, Welfleet ) foun(j Quincy market, Boston.
Oct. 22, 1, Welfleet )

In most cases they were lone birds and, contrary to their habits, were

tame and decoyed readily. However, on September 5, during a heavy

easterly storm with a downpour of rain, a flock of 30-35 birds went over

our stand at Chatham. Instead of alighting, as we supposed they would

do, for they appeared very much exhausted, they continued their slow

flight and disappeared going due south in the heaviest part of the storm.

However, a man a short way below us shot three of these birds as we

watched them go over him high up, and later we found someone else above

us had shot one from the same flock only a minute or two earlier. One of

these men estimated that the flock contained over 40 birds, so my figures

may be too low or else, after he fired the birds may have separated so that

we might have seen only part of the original flock.

I believe Hudsonian Godwit are now rarely seen on the Atlantic coast in

such numbers. In August, 1907, a similar flock was seen at Ipswich, out

of which several birds were shot, and the gunners there considered such a

flock of rare occurrence. Another gunner at Chatham reported having

seen a flock of from 50—75 large birds, which from his description probably

were Godwit, as he is well acquainted with all the other common shore

birds. On inquiring of the M. Abbot Frazar Co., I found but two specimens

in their shop being mounted. Mr. F. A. Webster of Hyde Park wrote me

that but one bird had been sent to him. He said someone reported having

seen a flock of birds at Winthrop, evidently Godwit, and that someone else

had shot two which had been eaten. These are the only reports I was able

to collect besides the actual records of those shot. Mr. T. C. Wilson of

Ipswich writes that he had shot none and to his knowledge none had been

seen there this year. Of the specimens I saw the majority were adult

birds with distinct traces of their nuptial plumage. Unquestionably there

was an unusually large flight of these birds during the early fall.

S. Prescott Fay, Boston, Mass.

Auk 28. Apr*1011 P*





Long Island Bird Notes. Win. Dutcher

ii. Limosa hsemastica. IIudsonian Godwit.— The
‘Ring-tailed Marlin’ of the gunners is much more often seen

than its congener, contrary to the record left by Giraud, who
states, ‘‘This bird with us is not as plentiful as the former. A
few are shot every season, on the shores of Long Island.”f

September 12, 1882, I recorded five at Shinnecock Bay, and on

October 5, four from near Babylon, Suffolk Co. During 1S83,

September 1 to 8, Mr. Talmadge sent me records of six seen at

Shinnecock Bay. During 1884 Mr. Perkins sent me the record

of one shot August 8 at the same place. On the 25th of the

same month I received the record of one shot at South Oyster

Bay, Queens Co., and 011 the 29th of August Mr. N. T.

Lawrence furnished me with the record of two which were seen

at Rockaway, Queens Co., one of which was secured. Mr
Talmadge shot two at Shinnecock Bay

;
the first September 19,

the second on the 24th. During the spring of 1885, George A.
Lane notes their entire absence in his locality. The first record

of the fall migration was by Lane, who saw two August 26.

Mr. Perkins shot two between September 7 and 12. Subse-

quently five more were shot on various points and bars on Shin-

necock Bay, the latest record being one secured October 9, by
Mr. E. A. Jackson, a gunner resident at Atlanticville.

Birds of Oneida County, New York.Egbert Bagg,

Limosa hsemastica.—A specimen was killed about a mile west of Lewis
Point, Sept. 7, 1891, and another near the same place a few weeks later.The plumage of the first of these was in a transition state between that ofwinter and summer, and there was nnite a whift. •

.

The plumage of the first of these was in a transition st
winter and summer, and there was quite a white patchmer, and there was quite a white patch on the winw

Auk XI. April. 1894 p. 103

On August 31, a flight of Hudsonian Godwits (
Limosa fnemastica ^

occurred. Many gunners shot a dozen or more. Such a flight of these

rare birds has not taken place within the memory of the oldest gunners,

and they will probably not come again after their warm reception.—T. W.
Kobbe, New York C/V| AtUs, XXI, Jan., 1904, pr.7?.

Limosa hemastica and Tryngites subruficollis. Two

specimens of the Hudsonian Godwit and one Buff-breasted Sand-

piper were collected by Mr. Robt. L. Peavey of Brooklyn, the for-

mer (? and $) on Aug. 30, 1903, and the latter Sept. 11, 1904,

all at Rockaway Beach. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was flying

along the outer beach.

Aufct, XJKU* APV,
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Note on Limosa HvEmastica.— The Hudsonian Godwit being still a

bird none too well known, I have pleasure in presenting some notes re-

specting its liabits, and the dissimilarity of the sexes, received from G. S.

Ageesberg, of Vermilion, Dakota, who also sends me specimens of a very

dark female and of a light-colored male. Eegarding the habits of the

bird, my correspondent states that they are very similar to those of Macro-

rkamphus griseus

;

and any one who will examine the latter genus closely

will see how very near Limosa it is in form and proportions. He found

these Godwits abundant about Vermilion, where they were very unsus-

picious and easy to secure, as the Red-breasted Snipe usually is. They

arrive in his locality about May 1, and linger until about the 20th of the

month. The flocks are small, generally of from six to fifteen individuals,

among which the males outnumber the females by twenty to one. The
specimens from which the following measurements were taken were shot,

May 7-19, on a small pond covering some twenty acres near Vermilion.

Measurements of Limosa hcemastica.

No. Date. Length. Wing. Extent. Tail. Sex. Bill. Tarsus.
Tail and
Claw.

May
87 7 14.75 8.00 — 3.00 $ 3.20 2.30 1.45

88 7 14.50 8.00 — 3.12 $ 2.95 2.25 1.35

89 7 15.50 8.75 — 3.25 9 3.45 2.45 1.70

90 7 14.75 8.50 — 3.12 s 2.95 2.30 1.30

91 7 14.25 7.75 — 3.00 s 2.95 2.25 1.55

92 7 14.50 8.00 — 3.00 s 3.00 2.20 1.55

93 7 15.00 8.42 — 3.25 $ 3.10 2.20 1.50

102 8 14.50 3.25 — 3.50 s 2.80 2.30 1.60

103 8 15.00 7.75 — 3.25 $ 2.95 2.20 1.55

104 8 14.00 7.50 — 3.00 $ 2.85 2.20 1.55

105 8 16.50 8.50 — 3.50 9 3.50 2.55 1.55

127 16 16.25 8.50 — 3.20 9 3.55 2.50 1.60

128 16 14.75 8.50 — 3.20 S 2.95 2.35 1.55

129 19 14.75 8.25 25.00 3.50 $ 2.90 2.25 1.55

130 19 14.75 8.40 24.50 3.50 $ 3.00 2.20 1.60

131 19 15.00 8.25 — 3.40 s 2.90 2.20 1.65

132 19 15.00 8.25 26.00 3.25 $ 2.85 2.25 1.55

133 19 16.00 8.40 26.50 3.50 9 3.40 2.45 1.50

Males weigh 71 to 8 oz.; females, 9 to
9J- oz. — Elliott Coues,

Washington, I). C. Bull. N.O.<0. 5, J an. j-*CO CO0 P. 47-1,0

Nomenclature of North American
Birds, Elliott Coues.

429. Limosa hsemastica {Linn. 1758) Coues. This is the second case

of the kind. The Scolopax hasmastica, Linn., 1758, is based upon Edwards,

pi. 138, that is, upon the Hudsonian Godwit, L. hudsonica of authors.

Bull. N.Q.CJ, 5, April, 1880, p.100

1180. Maryland Bird Notes. By J. Murray Ellzey. Ibid., No. 14,

Oct. 28, p. 264.—A Hudsonian Godwit shot at West River, Md. iFOr, fy pArea.C ., 7ol. 21S.VII

Albinistic Pltunagrets. B. Deane.

33. Limosa hudsonica. Hudsonian Godwit.— A specimen in

the Museum at Amsterdam, Holland {Merrill).

Bull. N. 0.0. 5, Jan., 1880. p. 29
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Totanus melanoleucus

.

Concord,

1894.

Oct. 17 .

fca-

j

|

Mass. Chased by a Duck Hawk.

At about 2 P.M. of October 17th as I was dining in the

cabin with some friends we heard the call of a Greater Yellow-

leg repeated several times in quick succession and evidently

very near. Rushing out I saw the bird coming directly to-

wards me from the opposite side of the river flying low and,

as it struck me, rather feebly. Greatly to my surprise it

plunged directly into the belt of bushes (alders, cornels,

willows, etc.) which borders the shore in front and a little

to the east of the cabin. I now for the first time saw that

it was pursued by a Duck Hawk which must have been twenty or

thirty yards behind the Yellow-leg when the latter reached

the shore and which, on losing sight of its quarry, bounded

straight upward to a height of forty feet or more and then

poised for several seconds beating its wings rapidly and in-

cessantly bending its head downward like a Sparrow Hawk or

Kingfisher as it closely scanned the thicket beneath. I had

a fine view of it - it was within thirty yards or less - and

made it out to be a young male. Presently it saw me and

turning flew off towards the southwest over Great Meadow.

I now began looking for the Yellow-leg but it was not

until I put the little cocking spaniel "Hadji" into the bushes

that I succeeded in flushing it. It then flew only a few rods

and al i&ht in& in the water among some lily pads swam slowly

2/



Tot anus nelanoleucus.

Concord,

1394 .

Oct.
trO

Nmesi .

(No. 2).

Mass. Chased by a Duck Hawk,

ashore oust above the landing. It was evidently too much •

frightened to return to the marshes across the river (where

the Falcon must have originally found it ) for it spent the

remainder of the afternoon on the bushy shore a little to the

west of the cabin.



Tetanus nelanoleucus .

Marshfield, Mass

.

1397. " Last evening while rowing on the South River (Marsh-

June 23. field) a bunch of throe Yellowlegs came into the marsh. I

whistled them around and they flew over my dory not over 25

yards above the river. Two of them were Winter Yellowlegs

and the other a Summer Yellowleg. I have seen them as late

as May 31st and as early as July 10th, but this is the only

time I have ever seen them in June."

Letter from F.H. Brackett
,
June 24, 1897,

28 State St., Boston, Mass.



Tetanus melanoleucns

.

Concord, Mass.

1898. At 3.30 p.H. we (W. Deane and I) took the old boat and

May is. started up river. 1111 "" As we entered the Holt we heard Greater

Yellow-legs whistling. We soon discoverd them scattered about

on the meadow on the east side of the river and running the

boat in shore watched them for half-an-hour or so. There were

just fifteen of them on this meadow while a solitary bird was

feeding on the other side of the stream. As we were within

fifty or sixty yards of the main flock we had a fine chance

to observe them. One or two birds, apparently acting as sen-

tinels stood erect and still on the tops of the tussocks while

the others rambled about through the short grass probing the

mud for food. When one of the sentinels whistled all the

other birds raised their heads and stood motionless until the

alarm subsided. When we finally showed ourselves the flock

rose and flew off over Dakin's Hill but they returned and

pitched down into the meadow again a few minutes laxer.



Birds within Ten Miles of Poir
de Monts, Gan, Goiaeau <& Merriat;

94. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Tattler. — Common spring

and fall. Earliest shot May 9, 1882. Passes south in September.

Bali. N. O.O. 7*Oot, 1882, p.239

An Ornithologist’ s Summer in Labrador
M. Abbott Frazar,

Totanus melanoleucus, Greater yellow legs.

A pair seen at Esquimaux Point
;
had evidently

settled down tor the breeding season
;
saw them

several days in succession, and they made the

top of a certain dead spruce a common nesting-

place.

O.&O. XIX. Mar. 1887. p. 33.

Birds of Magdalen Islands.
Dr. L.B. Bishop.

21. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs.—We found a

flock of five on the borders of a small pond on Grindstone, July 16. I

think that quite probably a few breed.

Auk. Yl. April, 1880. p. 146 - f*V7.

NoUs •* Birds »f Oramd Ban s

R. L.Nswoomb. - 1378.

Under date of September 5, on Quereau Bank, he notes the appearance

in the vicinity of tlie vessel of the Greater Telltale {Totanus melanoleucus)

Bull. N. 0.0. 4. April, 1879, p. If 8

tfenerai in o tea.

Notes o~ Cape Breton Summer Birds.
. Francis H. Allen.

Totanus melanoleucus. North shore. (Doubtless migrants.)

Auk XII. Jan. 1805 p. 90

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador
byHenry B. Bigelow.

48, Totanus melanoleucus. Yellow-legs.— Uncommon; a few late
in September at Port Manvers.

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.29.

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K. Fleming.
Pt . I , Water 3irds.

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.450.
97. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs.— Regular mi-

grant; common April 10 to May 13; earliest March 26, 1901, latest spring
record June 9, 1894. Mr. Nash says “returning, first July 28 (1891), few
seen till October 27, on which day I saw last; last year I noted a flock
November 19.”

25



Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H. 0.

96. Totanus melanoleucus, (Greater Yellow-legs).

A specimen was shot by a local hunter at Flag-

staff Lake in September, 1885. The only instance

of observance.

O.&O. XI. Dec. 1886. p. 178
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Birds of Bristol County, M&ss,

F.W.Andros.

Totanus melanoleucus (Gmel.), Greater Yel-

low-legs. Migrant, common.

O.&o. XII. Sept. 1887 P-138

Limicol a© in Bristol County.

H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Greater Yellow-legs, Totanus melanoleucus.

This species occurs in every portion of the

county, being as often found about the large

inland ponds as along the coast.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.148



Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
John C. Oahoon.

Greater Yellow-legs, Totanus melanoleucus,

(Gmel.) “Winter Yellow-legs” or Cue’u on

Cape Cod. A common spring and autumn

I
migrant. This is one of the first shore birds to

reach the Cape in the spring, and migrants are

seen as early as April 15th in a forward spring.

The first comers usually arrive at the Cape

j

from the 25th of April to May 5th, becoming

common the 10th or loth and none are gener-

ally seen after June 15th. In the autumn the

first ones arrive about July 21st and are seen in

j

small numbers at intervals from this time un-

til October 1st. From the 25th of September to

October 15th they are the most plentiful, as

during this period the “flights” usually occur.

They are tolerably common until the middle of

November and because of this protracted stay

in the autumn are called “Winter Yellow-legs”

to distinguish them from the succeeding species,

which is much smaller. They are found on

fresh and salt water marshes, about muddy

1 creeks and on low beaches and on the sand

flats, about the edges of sedge grass. Its fa-

vorite resorts, however, are salt marshes and

ffceadows near the beaches and flats. Its long

yellow legs enable it to wade about in shallow

water after the tiny fish which is its principal

. food. Though usually seen singly or in small

parties of three to six I have seen as many as

thirty in one flock in October. They often go

on to the high beaches to roost with other birds.

It is a very noisy bird and its loud shrill wlns-_

tie of Six Or intrFelfSpTiJly I'epSSfSt notes with a

short interval between the second and third like

|
cu-cu— cu-cu-cu-cu is often used to warn other

shore birds and water fowl of danger approach-
'

ing. I have on several occasions been tempted

to “shock the bishop,” when crawling tow-

ards a flock of plover on the marshes, to have

one of these tattlers which had been watching

me for several moments get up from the marsh

and vociferate his alarm notes with such success

as to cause most of the birds on the marsh to

hastily seek safer quarters. Their note is easy

to imitate and as they are not wary many are

despatched from blinds made in the tall sedge

grass at the edge of flats where they come to

feed as soon as the tide ebbs sufliciently to allow

them to wade about. When standing still or

walking about they have a peculiar motion of

nodding their heads and tilting their bodies up

and down with a sort of jerk. Like most of our

other shore birds a marked decrease is noticed

in their ranks during the last five seasons.

0.& O. XIII. Sept. 1888 p. ISO



August 0. and 0. J. N. Clark is a little

incredulous about the nesting of the

Greater Yellow Legs in New Jersey, sav-

ing they are abundant during migration at

Saybrook, Conn. The Pigeon Hawk’s nest

in Delaware and the cross-bills on Long

Island are equally surprising to him.

Correction. In Mr. F. H. C.’s article on

the Great-horned Owl, in place of two lit-

tle “Buteos” read two little Bubos, &c.

O.&O. VH1, ilov.1833. p.



Birds observed in Naval Hospital
Grounds, Brooklyn, G.H.Coues

55. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Telltale. Seen occa-

sionally.

BulLN.O.O. 4, Jan. , 1879, p,33

Birds of the Adirondack Region.
O.H.Merriam.

145-

LEGS.

Totanus melanoleucus (Gmelin) Vieillot.

—Occurs during the migrations.

Greater Yellow-

Buli. N.O.O, a. Oct, 1881, p.234

v „ Auk XV. Jan.. 1898, p.5'/.
I he Greater Yellow-Legs Catching Minnows. — While hunting along

the shore of Lake Chautauqua one day during the first week of October
just past, I discovered three Greater Yellow-legs

( Totanus melanoleucus)
wading in about three inches of water. They were evidently feeding, so
I stopped to watch them. They would run along with their bills just
beneath the surface of the water. After watching them for some time, I
killed them. When I cleaned the birds, 1 found minnows (about i4
inches in length) in the stomachs of two of them. In looking this matter
up in the different works on ornithology, I failed to find any mention of.

this bird feeding on fish. I recite this incident as a fact of probable
interest.— H. D. Kirkover, Fredonia, N. Y.

'JPr^caca-j

Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs.— Appeared Oct. 12

and 13 when five were seen. A flock of seven on Oct. 17 is the only other

record.

An* 27. July -1910 p. 3V4~



Great Yellow-legs. On June 9, 1883,

I found a nest of Totanus melanoleucus

in a bog quite near a brook. The nest

was composed of bog grass and a very

few feathers for lining. It was concealed

by tall grass so that one might have

walked over it often and not have seen it.

The nest contained two eggs, about 1^

inches in length by The ground color

was dull olive, with dark umber blotches,

which were largest at the larger end. I

had one egg taken away at a time, taking

two and leaving two in the nest to hatch.

I have seen the bird a number of times at

I
the brook before and since finding the

nest. Can any of your readers inform me
whether this is a rare find or not in this

section.— Thos. Morgan , Somerville ,
N~. J.

O.&O. VIII. Sept. 1883. p.

6

7

734- Greater Yellow-legs. By Thos. Morgan. Ibid., p. 67 .— Nest of
Totanus melanoleucus found at Somerville, N. J. ( 1) Os & O®Vol*ViXX

33
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Concord,

1893.

Aug. 7.

Tetanus flavines .

Mass.

The afternoon storm was heavy tout of the usual type.

Just toefore it toegan as I 'was sitting in the canoe in Mr.

Keyes's tooat house at Red Bridge I heard a Yellow-leg whistle
v

and the next moment five Tot

a

nus flavines passed low over the

toridge and pitched down into the Mill Brook meadow. If they

alighted it was tout for a moment for a little later I saw

them arise over the trees and pass out of the meadow towards
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Totanus flavines .

Marshfield, Mass.

18S7. " Last evening while rowing on the South River (Marsh-

June 25. field) a hunch of three Yellowlegs came into the marsh. I

whistled them around and they flew over my dory not over 25

yards above the river. Two of them were Winter Yellowlegs

and the other a Summer Yellowleg. I have seen them as late

as May 31st and as early as July 10th, 'out this is the only

time I have ever seen them in June."

Letter from P. H. Bracket t ,
June 24, 1897,

28 State St., Boston, Mass.

Concord, Mass.

1899. In P.M. up river to the Holt (with W. Deane in the boat ).

May 18. Saw one Lesser Yellow-legs. It was feeding on a raudflat at

the mouth of Bigelow's Brook at the base of Dakin's Hill. We

did not see it until it took wing. It came out past us with-

in forty yards uttering the characteristic double or single

whistles as it flew. We had a good view of it and there can

simply be no doubt whatever as to our identification.



Birds within Ten Miles of Point
de Monts, Can, Ccmeau& Merriau.

95 . Totanus flavipes. Yellow-shanks. — Common during the mi-

grations. Occurs with the preceding.

Baa N, Q. 0, 7, Oot, 1382 , p. 239

Summer Birds Of Bras D' Or Region
Cape Breton Id,, N.S. J. Dwight, Jr.

8 . Totanusflavines.

Auk, 4, Jan., 1887. p. 19

Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the
Humber River, Aug. 10 - Sept, 24, 1868.

14 . Totanus flavipes. Yellow-legs.— Abundant in late August and
early September.

Louis H, Porter, New York City.

Auk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p.7/.

Notes from the Magdalen Islands.
Totanus flavipes . June, 1900.

H.K.Job, Kent, Conn.
Auk, XV111, April, 1901, p.200.

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K. Fleming.
Pt . 1 , 7/a t er Birds.

Auk
, XX I i i , Oct., i90o

, p.400.
98. Totanus flavipes. Yellow-legs.— Regular migrant, common

April 30 to May 17, the young August 7 to September 15. Mr. Nash says,

“seldom in flocks; saw none this spring (1901); on return first appeared
July 18 (adult female), but few were seen from that time until August 22,

when they became common, and remained until October 6 .” Latest
record, October 18, 1890.
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Mass. (near Concord ).| gg^

1887

J^C*sis>.fa*

/C^.r eflt

/'K* £7^ ^
8. Totanus flavipes. Several by a friend, Sept., 1880.

BuU. N.O.Q, «,April, 3.881, P.1G7

Birds of Bristol Gounty, Mass.
F. W.Andros.

Totanus flavipes (Gmel.), Yellow-legs. Mi-

grant, common in tlie fall.

O.&O. XII, Sept. 1887 p.IE8

Limicolae in Bristol County.
H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Yellow-legs, Totanus flavipes. Only one
identified specimen of this species secured,

but they may occur in considerable numbers
in “ flights,” as they are common on our New
England coast.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.148
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*]/4. &. tfcu&M'kyii ,

Mr. Dexter, in his article on the Liinicolai of

this county, records only one authentic spec-

imen being taken of the Yellow legs, Totanus

flavipes, and the Solitary Sandpiper, Bhyacophi-

lus solitarius.

My experience with these birds has been fax

different. I have found the latter bird common

in different Darts of the county, and have shota

great many of them. The former bird occurs

very regularly every year in company with the

Greater Yellow legs and Red-backed Sand-

piers in September.

I think if Mr. Dexter would take a trip to the

Norton Reservoir after a northeast storm late

in August or in September, he would find

plenty of both kinds of Yellow legs and Sol-

itaries as well.

0.&-O.XI.Autfl88e.pJUW.

Shore Birds of Oape Cod.
John O. Gaboon.

Yellow-legs, Totanus flavipes, (Gmel.) Sum-
mer Yellow-legs on Cape Cod. A rare spring,

and abundant summer and autumn migrant.

I have never seen this bird in the spring and
although individuals have been seen on Cape
Cod at this season, it is of very rare occurrence.

In the summer early migrants reach the Cape
by the 15th of July and the flights usually oc-

cur between August 6th and September 7th.

In looking over my notes I find that the largest

flights on Monomoy Island during the last

three seasons have taken place on the follow-

ing dates : August 15th, 1885 ;
August 30th,

1886; September 7th, 1887. None are seen

after the middle or last of September. This

elegant wader so familiar to New England
sportsmen that go for marsh birds, is called

Summer Yellow-legs on account of its being

nutnerous in the summer season and to distin-

guish it from the preceding species. It fre-

quents mud flats, wet marshes and meadows
and about the edges of muddy ponds. Its fa-

vorite haunts, however, are salt marshes or

meadows, where during heavy summer rains

the water collects in large shallow pools. I

have never seen it on the high beaches or sand

flats. Its food and habits are similar to T.

melanoleucus with the exception that it is more
gregarious. Its notes are not as loud but

clearer and mellow with no long interval and
are repeated with greater rapidity. None of

our shore birds are less suspicious or more easi-

ly decoyed, and after a flock has been shot into

many times, if any of the number are left they

will return at the sound of a whistle, a poor
imitation of their notes, with outspread wings
and gracefully and confidingly alight among
the decoys in the spot where a number of other

relatives and friends had been slain a few mo-
ments before. Like many of our other shore

birds it is very fat in the summer and autumn,
i

O.&O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p.131

Occurrence of Yellow-legs sw*d

Pectoral Sundp'tpcy in the

Spring, at Cape Cod, *

Mass,

On date of April 29, 1889, I shot three speci-

mens of the Yellow-legs on a marsh at Mono-

moy Island, Cape Cod. They were in company
with one Greater Yellow-legs and a large

.Sandpiper that I was unable to identify. The
day following, while gunning near the point of

the island, which is about six miles from the

marshes, I saw three other small Yellow-legs

in company with six Greater, feeding about a

small pond. Although I could not get near

enough to shoot one, I could easily identify

the small Yellow-legs as they flew past me
several times. Although one of our most

abundant waders in the summer and autumn,

it is exceedingly rare in the spring, and I have

never before seen one on Cape Cod at this

season. Many of our oldest and most exper-

ienced collectors say that they have never

taken or seen a specimen along the Cape

coast in the spring. O & O. XIV. June. 188© p.94



Birds observed in Naval Hospital
Grounds. Brooklyn, Q-.H.Ooues

56. Totanus flavipes. Lesser Telltale.

lattN.O.O. 4, Jan. , 1879, p, 33

Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C.H.Merriajn.

ft Totanus flavipes (
Gmelin)

Vieillot. Lesser

Onfhe 9th of June, 1878, I shot a female of *pecies

In 'seventh' Lake, In Hamilton County.

Yellow-legs.—
of Yellow-shanks

BuliN.O.O, Q,Oot, 1881, P.234

GENERAL NOTES.

The Yellow-legs
(
Totanus flavipes) Breeding in Ontario County,

N. Y.—A pair of Yellow-legs {Totanusflavipes) remained this season

and bred in a wet pasture in company with Killdeers (PEgialitis

vocifera) and Spotted Sandpipers (Actitis macularia). I do not know
of any former record of their breeding in the County. The owner of the

pasture, who is somewhat of a sportsman, and who first called my attention

to the birds, would not permit their being disturbed, as he was anxious that

they should make it a regular breeding ground. I repeatedly saw the birds

at close quarters and fully identified them. During the latter part of June

I noticed four young accompanying the parents who permitted of much
closer approach than formerly. The young were about half grown

and I endeavored to catch one of them but they eluded pursuit and finally

escaped into a swamp close at hand.—B. S. Bowdish, Phelps
,
N. T.

Auk, 8, Oct. 18G1* p. ZW
LZ'-/-'Aac.cLj ;*vv L/a/-A,

Totanus flavipes. Yellow-legs.— A single individual seen Aug. 1;
a flock of seven on Sept. 15 and 16; and five on Sept. 23 are the only records.

Auk 27. July-19i0 p.
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Birds of Upper St. John.
Batchelder.

96. Rhyacophilus solitarius ( Wils.) Cass. Solitary Sandpipe

—At Grand Falls some were seen along the river June 9 (J-
A. J- )•

Ball N. 0,0, 7,July, 1882, p.151

Birds -within Ten Miles of Point
de Monts, Can, Coxaeau&Merriana

96. Rhyacophilus solitarius. Solitary Tattler.—Tolerably com-
mon, breeding about the fresh water lakes and streams.

Bull, N, 0. 0, 7, Oct, 1882, p. 239

SummtrBds. Reetigouche Valley. N-B,

July,’88. J. Brittain and P.Cox, Jr.

Totanus solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper.—Rare.

Ank, VI. April, 1880. p.l<7

General Notes.

Notes on Cape Breton Summer Birds.
Francis H. Allen.

Totanus solitarius.

Auk XII. Jan. 1896 p. 89

£cx>-^ \p~

Solitary Sandpiper (Helodromas solitarius).— What seems
to be the first clear breeding record of this species for Ottawa and
its immediate vicinity was made by Mr. Edward White, who last

July saw the tiny and downy young of this species two or three

days from the egg, together with their agitated parents. This
was about ten miles from Ottawa, on the Ontario side of the river.

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.450.
99. Helodromas solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper.— Regular mi-

grant, local and not very common; I have only two spring records, March
16, 1902, and May 18, 1893; returning, adults July 10 to August lo’ young
August 13 to September 1. Mr. Nash gives September 16, 1891, as latest
record.
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Auk, XII, July, 1895, P- 3

f£) c/i cC £~fc *
^

L/*'C/Tsyv^f-i*^'*

Is the Solitary Sandpiper ( Totanus solitaries
) known to swim under

water? A friend of mine wounded one last summer when it fell from an
overhanging rock to a little corner on the lake beach. He jumped down
after it thinking it could not possibly get away, when it quickly went
under water, a little ribbon of bubbles marking its way far out into the
lake. In surprise he waited its reappearance, when it turned and came
his way again, landing not far away when (poor bird) it was easily
captuied. The Spotted Sandpiper was sure to resort to the same tactics
when pursued by a Iiawk. I am delighted to say it made good its

escape, coming up at a distance and putting its pursuer quite off the
track. — Nelly Hart Woodworth, St. Albans, Vt.



3- Totanus solitarius. Ratio of increase, say 5.

Bull. N, 0.0, 6,April. 1881, p.127

Fali Migration, Bristol County .Mass.
1885. Charles H. Andros.

|

season has also been very limited. Weather very .

A Solitary

O.&O. X. Oct. 1885. p. /bo Tattler noted to-day.

O.&O. XI. Jan. 1886. p,

A

$,<Srv.

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F. W.Andros.

Totanus solitarius (Wils.), Solitary Sandpi-

per. Migrant, rare.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p .138

Limicolae in Bristol County.

H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Solitary Sandpiper, Bhyacophilus solitarius.

Again I can record but one authentic capture

of this species, Sep. 3rd, 1882 (Brown). It

may from its shy habits have been overlooked.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p .148

Waverley, Hass.
May 9, 1890.

'LETTER OE WALTER FAXON.) Abbott(Yfaste-Land Wanderings
, p . 196

)

speaks of the aerial antics of the Solitary Sandpiper as equalling
the Woodcock's in interest. Are you familiar with this, and can you
put me on the track of witnessing it?

General Notes.

Summer Birds of Central Berkshire
Country , Mass. Fannin Hi ftrllnn.

7. Totanus solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper. — Two seen in Becket
July 8, 1893.

Auk XII. Jan. 1886 p. 88

57



Mass. (near Concord ). 1882

1887
/3,i,|V> Ifb

<3- 0-tyLiA-Or'lscZot ^ t

Auk, XIII, Jan. ,
1890, P • ^ ^

Totanus solitarius.— In the vicinity of the Hummock Pond, more

Solitary Sandpipers have been noted this season than for a number of

years. On Aug. 29, 1895, one female was taken ;
on Sept. 9, three more

;

Sept. 10, another; on Sept. 29, I saw still another. They were formerly

quite abundant, but are now scarce.

Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
John C. Gaboon.

Solitary Sandpiper, Totanus solUariiis, (Wils.)
A tolerably common spring, summer and au-
tumn migrant. It arrives from the south early
in May and specimens are occasionally seen in

June and July. They are more often seen in

August and September on the Cape than in any
of the other months. By the oth of October all

have taken their departure for their winter
home. While with us in the spring and sum-
mer it is seen about the shores of secluded fresh
water ponds and streams, but in autumn migra-
tions it is frequently found about pools on fresh
marshes as well as on salt, near the shore.

1 have seen individuals on several different oc-

casions on Monomoy Island in company with
Yellow-legs about a meadow that was covered

to a depth of several inches with fresh water.

It exhibits but little shyness and generally will

allow a person to approach within a short dis-

tance before taking flight.

O.&O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p.131



Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C.H.Meiriam,

147. Rhyacophilus solitarius ( Wilson ) Cassin . Solitary Sand-
piper.— A summer resident, but not very common.

Ball. N, O.O, Q.Oct, 1881, p,234

Long Island Notes. Solitary Sandpiper ( Totanus solitarius).

—

On the 10th of May, at Flowerfield, L. I., I collected a splendid female of

this species. Although this is not a rare record, I consider it a very inter-

esting one because upon dissection I found that an egg in the ovaries was

very well developed and three others had started to form. It looks as if

this bird would have nested at or not far from place where taken.

Black-throated Green Warbler (Dendroica virens).— This bird is a

common summer resident at Flowerfield, L. I., where it breeds in the

numerous cedar woods. Although I searched carefully during the breed-

ing season I failed to locate a nest. I was just about to give up the search

for 1910 when I saw a male fly into the top of one of the cedars, with some-

thing in its bill. After he had flown away the female also came with food,

and upon looking carefully I saw a nestling perched on a twig near the top

of the tree. The birds repeatedly fed this one and did not seem the least

disturbed by my presence; further search disclosed two more nestlings.

Short-billed Marsh Wren ( Cistothorus stellaris)

.

I collected, at Floral

Park, L. I., on October 18, 1910, a fine male of this species. He was

among some goldenrod stubble in an open lot.— Henry Thurston,

Floral Park, L. I., N. Y.
Attk 2d. Apr-IOH

-0+4.<xca./ .

Helodromas solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper.— Ordinarily a fairly

common visitant, but only one specimen was recorded, Sept. 16.

Auk 27 . July -1910 p,



Eggs of the Solitary Sandpiper (Rhyacophilus solitarius, Bp.). The
egg of this species has remained, to the present time, an unknown and
much-desired addition to our cabinets. From time to time eggs claimed
to be of this bird have been described, or have had a nominal existence
in collections. But these claims have always been open to suspicion and
doubt. The eggs have all either had so strong a resemblance to either the
egg of the Spotted Tatler (Tringoides macularius

)

or to that of the Kill-
deer {JEgialitis vociferus) as to cause the belief that their identification
could not have been correctly made. During the last year eggs were sent
to me for verification from five different parties, and all were deemed not
worthy of credence. A few days ago, hearing of a Solitary Tatler having
been shot near her nest, and an egg obtained, in Castleton, Vt., I at
once wrote to the party, and have obtained from him a temporary loan of
both parent and egg, with permission to describe the same in the Bulletin

The bird and egg were taken by Mr. Jenness Richardson about the mid-
dle of May,— I have not the exact date,— 1878, at Lake Bomaseen,
on the ground, in a pasture bordering on a swamp. The bird was on her
nest when first discovered, but fluttered off when approached, ran a short
distance, then stood still, watching him until she was secured. There was
no actual nest, only a small depression in the ground. I am informed by
Mr. Richardson that the bird is quite common in that locality, but very
shy. This egg resembles no egg in my possession, and in its appearance

ere is something suggestive of an egg prematurely cut from its parent,
t is smaller than I anticipated, measuring only 1.37 X .95, while the

egg of Totanus ochropus, which bird closely corresponds in size and appear-
ance with our Solitary, measures 1.50 x 1.10. The ground-color is a light
c rab similar to that of the egg of Mgialitis melodus. Over this are scat-
tered small rounded markings of brown, some of these quite dark, nowhere
confluent, and never large enough to be called blotches. At the larger
end there are a few faint purplish or lilac discolorations or shell-marks
In shape it is an elongated pyriform. — T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass.

BuU,N.O.O. 3-Oct., 1878, p. /^y.

-
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328 Clarke, Habits of the Solitary Sandpiper. TAuk
LOct.

Auk, XV, Oct.,

BREEDING HABITS OF THE SOLITARY SANDPIPER
{TOTANUS SOLITARIUS).

BY C. K. CLARKE, M. D.

Early this spring I became aware of the f^ct that at least one

pair of Sandpipers, different from the Spottedt Sandpipers, which

breed commonly on Simcoe Island, had taken up their residence

there.

Although the habits of the Bartramian Sandpiper formed the

chief subject of investigation, time after times I was attracted by

a pair of small Sandpipers, invariably to be fbund perched on the

fence posts in a certain locality. Just what the birds were could

not at first be satisfactorily determined, and for a time I was

inclined to think that they might prove to be Buff-breasted Sand-

pipers. As it was evident that they were likely to breed, I returned

time and again to the island, generally carrying a gun, so that the

birds might be secured if the nest was found. At last, when

accompanied by the Rev. C. J. Young, the birds flushed in the

usual locality, and a depression in the ground, nicely rounded,

was found and marked. I returned in a week’s time fully expect-

ing to take a set of eggs, but the birds had evidently deserted

the place, and were no where to be seen. It was a disappoint-

ment, as by this time it had become tolerably certain that the

visitors were Solitary Sandpipers.

On June 10, Mr. Edwin Beaupre and I went for a last look at

the birds breeding on the island, but had given up all hope of

finding the strange Sandpiper. We flushed a Bartramian Sand-

piper, and were examining the nest containing three fresh eggs,

when the little stranger rose within four or five feet of us, and

there, in plain view not two yards from the Bartramian’s nest,

were the eggs. The Sandpiper flew a short distance without

uttering a sound, and sat on a fence post watching us. Unfor-

tunately the gun had been left at home, but we had two pairs

of good marine glasses and were able to examine the bird at

close range as it perched on the fence. There was no longer

Algonquin Park, which is reserved by the Ontario Government for the

protection of game. The whole of the southern branch of the I’etewawa

was investigated, and nearly everywhere the Solitary Sandpiper was
encountered, singly, and in small flocks, the flocks consisting invariably

.of two parent birds and this season’s young. On the 4th of August the

young were more than half grown, and able to fly well. Although the

Sandpipers were so easily approached in this unfrequented district, that

it was a simple matter to identify them, still in order to leave no doubt, a

specimen (adult) was taken from one of the flocks. No Spotted Sand-

pipers were seen.

The Petewawa district is extremely rich in Warblers, many of the rarer

ones undoubtedly breeding there, but among the common birds it was
interesting to find the Maryland Yellow-throat. A brood of Hermit
Thrushes was seen, and the Great Horned Owl was extremely common.
Near Renfrew, ninety miles north of Kingston, Bartramian Sandpipers

(Bartramia longicauda) were noted in the fields. I have noiv traced this

bird in Eastern Ontario over a region nearly a hundred miles square.

— C. K. Clarke, M. D., Rock-wood Hospital. Kingston
, Ontario .

Auk, XVIII, Jan., 1901, p. uz-
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Clarke, Habits of the Solitary Sandpiper. 3 29

any doubt about its identity, and it was easily classified as

the Solitary Sandpiper. We watched it for some time, as

it flew about, but its silence was remarkable, and in marked

contrast to the noisy demonstrations of the Bratramian Sand-

piper which had been disturbed. A glance at the eggs showed

that we had a rarity. In the first place the number, five, in

a Sandpiper’s nest was a new experience, and the peculiar

coloring and markings were interesting. The eggs when collected

had the peculiar dark reddish ground color so frequently noticed

in fresh specimens of the Bartramian Sandpiper, but like them

soon lost this characteristic tint. Faint purple shell markings

gave a pleasing contrast, but the grotesque brown figurings,

somewhat similar in shape to those found on the eggs of the

Purple Crackle, remain as the striking feature. These grotesque

markings exist on three of the specimens. A comparison made

with a large series of the eggs of the Spotted Sandpiper reveals

the following differences : Solitary Sandpiper’s differ from them

in shape, size, ground color and markings.

In the eggs of the Spotted Sandpiper the markings are gener-

ally much thicker at the upper ends
;
in the eggs of the Solitary

Sandpiper the reverse is the case. The variations in shape in

the set of the Solitary Sandpiper found, are somewhat remark-

able as the measurements show. Incubation was well advanced,

thus showing that the Bartramian had not been the first to

commence nest building. The location of the nest was in a

hilly field probably seventy-five yards from Lake Ontario. The

measurements of the eggs are as follows:

—

1.39 x .95, inches,

I.32X.94, 1.30X.97, 1.30 X.94, I.29X.95.

Algonquin Park, which is reserved by the Ontario Government for the

protection of game. The whole of the southern branch of the Petewawa
was investigated, and -nearly everywhere the Solitary Sandpiper was
encountered, singly, and in small flocks, the flocks consisting invariably

•of two parent birds and this season’s young. On the 4th of August the

young were more than half grown, and able to fly well. Although the

Sandpipers were so easily -approached in this unfrequented district, that

it was a simple matter to identify them, still in order to leave no doubt, a

specimen (adult) was taken from one of the flocks. No Spotted Sand-

pipers were seen.

The Petewawa district is extremely rich in Warblers, many of the rarer

ones undoubtedly breeding there, but among the common birds it was
interesting to find the Maryland Yellow-throat. A brood of Hermit

Thrushes was seen, and the Great Horned Owl was extremely common.
Near Renfrew, ninety miles north of Kingston, Bartramian Sandpipers

(.Bartramia longicauda) were noted in the fields. I have now traced this

bird in Eastern Ontario over a region nearly a hundred miles square.

— C. K. Clarke, M. D., Rockvjood Hospital
,
Kingston

,
Ontario .
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Notes from Ontario.—In ‘The Auk ’ for October, 1898, I reported the

finding of the nest and eggs of the Solitary Sandpiper ( Totanus solitarius)

on Simcoe Island, Ontario. Since that time careful inquiry has revealed

the fact that this bird is a constant summer resident about Kingston, and

that it breeds pretty regularly is probable. This summer I spent a month
(August) on the Petewawa River, a hundred and fifty miles north of

Kingston. This river runs through an uninhabited district and rises in

Algonquin Park, which is reserved by the Ontario Government for the

protection of game. The whole of the southern branch of the Petewawa
was investigated, and nearly everywhere the Solitary Sandpiper was
encountered, singly, and in small flocks, the flocks consisting invariably

.of two parent birds and this season’s young. On the 4th of August the

young were more than half grown, and able to fly well. Although the

Sandpipers were so easily approached in this unfrequented district, that

it was a simple matter to identify them, still in order to leave no doubt, a

specimen (adult) was taken from one of the flocks. No Spotted Sand-

pipers were seen.

The Petewawa district is extremely rich in Warblers, many of the rarer

ones undoubtedly breeding there, but among the common birds it was
interesting to find the Maryland Yellow-throat. A brood of Hermit

Thrushes was seen, and the Great Horned Owl was extremely common.
Near Renfrew, ninety miles north of Kingston, Bartramian Sandpipers

( Bartramia longicauda) were noted in the fields. I have now traced this

bird in Eastern Ontario over a region nearly a hundred miles square.

— C. K. Clarke, M. D., Rockzvood Hospital^ Kingsto?i
,
Ontario.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

[Correspondents are requested to write briefly and to the point. No attention will
be paid to anonymous communications. 1

The Sternum in the Solitary Sandpiper, and other Notes.

To the Editors of the Auk :
—

-

Dear Sirs: Some little time ago, while looking over several skeletons
of the Solitary Sandpiper

( Totanus solitarius of the A. O. U check list),

which I have in my private collection, I noticed that the sternum of this
bird has but a single large notch on either side. Now the only two other
allied species in our avifauna, so far as is known to me at present, thus
constituted, are the Woodcock and Wilson’s Snipe (Gallinago delicata )

,

and I am uncertain about the genus Macrorhamphus
, as I have not, as

yet, looked up the point in the species therein contained. Possibly, too,
Totanus ochropus may possess a sternum with but a pair of notches in it,

and if that be the case, I am of the opinion that the character is very likely
to be associated with other distinguishing points in the economy of these
two birds, of ample importance, I think, to guarantee us in restoring
for their reception, the genus Rhyacophilus

,
which change I propose

in the present connection. Such forms as Totanus flavipes and T.
melanoleucus have the usual four-notched sternum, as is the general rule
among Limicoline birds.

To furnish certain comparative notes on this point, we find that
Sir Richard Owen, in speaking of the sternum as it is found in certain
birds of this order, says, in the second volume of his ‘Comparative Anat-
omy and Physiology of Vertebrates,’ on page 26, that “ the woodcock
(Scolopax) has a pair of notches, with the outer boundary slender, and
shorter than the broad intermediate tract, the gambets

( Totanus), avocets,

sandpipers {Tringa), curlews (Nnmenius), pratincoles ( Glareola ), have
the foui-notched sternum. In the godwits (.Limosa , /-deltas') the medial
notches are almost obsolete, and the lateral ones wide. The ‘thick-knees’
( CEdicnemus

) and bustards
( Otis) have the four-notched sternum, the

notches being small.”

A number of years ago I published in the ‘Journal of Anatomy’ in Lon-
don, with plates, a memoir having much to do with the osteology of our
American Limicolae, wherein I was enabled to confirm Professor Owen’s
observations, and extend them by noting the ‘ four-notched sternum ’ in

our own species of Limosa
,
in two species of Oyster-catcher, in Totanus

flavipes, in several species of true Sandpipers, and in the genus Bartra-
tnia, where I found “a small pair of inner notches in the sternum, with
very deep outer ones.” I further went on to remark, as I have already
stated above, that I had only found the ‘two-notched’ sternum in the
Snipe {Gallinago delicata) of the American Limicolae that I examined on
that occasion. Since then, as I say, I have found a similar form of the
bone in our own Woodcock (Philohela minor). Among taxonomists, the
notching of the sternum has always carried with it more or less weight in

deciding avian affinities, and I was promptly held up for my sins, for hav-
ing published somewhere about a year ago, that I did not attach much
weight to this character, as applied to the sterna of certain Auks, where
the bone in the same species could be found to have a pair of notches, or a
notch only on one side, or an absolutely notchless sternum. As we
come among the higher groups of birds, however, this character becomes,
as it were, more fixed, and the bone for any number of individuals of the
same species, very much alike, and certainly the “notching” the same.
So constant is the character that, for instance, I doubt very much that
any one yet has discovered a sternum from a specimen of G. delicata with
more than a pair of notches in it, while on the other hand no one can with
certainty predict what the pattern of the xiphoidal margin of the sternum
will be in a specimen of Uria lomvia before cutting down upon it for

examination. Professor Owen figured the sternum of the now-supposed
extinct Great Auk {P. impennis) with the posterior border entire to the
bone in question. Whereas in specimens recently obtained by Mr. F. A.
Lucas, the sterna show a pair of notches in many instances.

Osteologically, the gap between such genera as Gallinago and Philo-
hela, and the genus Tringa, for instance, is a wide one, for not only is

the sternum “two-notched” in the first mentioned genera, and “four-
notched” in Tringa, but the remaining bones of the skeletons of the com-
pared forms are also totally different, and thus bear out the dissimilarity
of structure suggested by the sterna. Presumably, too, were the ‘ soft

parts’ also carefully compared, they likewise would support these differ-

ences. Having arrived, however, at the genus Tringa, and passing up
through the order Limicolie, as we group our birds in the A. O. U. Check
List, we find the “four-notched” sternum a very constant character
through it, and through the succeeding genera of Ereunetes, Calidris ,

Limosa
,
and, as I say, in such forms of Totanus as T. melanoleucus and

984. Totanus solitarius at Scilly. By Thomas Cornish. Ibid., Nov
1882, p. 432.—Taken Sept. 21, 1882. Zoologist* Y1

S'?



Jlavipes ,
until we come to the really notable departure in this particular

as found in the sternum of the Sandpiper which is the subject of this

letter.*

If you will kindly grant me a few more lines of your valuable space, I

would like to add here a few supplemental notes in reference to the ptery-

lograpliy of the genus Sphyrapicus. It will be remembered that in the

April (1888) issue of ‘The Auk,’ I figured this character for a Woodpecker
of that genus, and showed how the ‘saddle-tract’ resembled that pteryla

in most Passeres. This was perfectly true for all the examples then at my
command, but since then considerable more material has come under my
observation, and in some individuals of Sphyrapicus v. nuckalis, I find

the pattern of the dorsal tracts in their pterylography, quite Picine in

character, while several individuals prettily show intermediate steps ap-

proaching the pattern of the specimen I figured in my former letter on
this point, alluded to above. In a letter of mine published in ‘The Auk>
in July, 1887, I showed how widely different in form the skulls of two birds

of the same species might be, and 1 am now inclined to think that similar

departures may occasionally be met with, where the pterylography may
vary within certain limits for the same species. This would appear to be

the case anyway in the Woodpecker about which I have been speaking.

Very respectfully yours

R. W. Siiufeldt.

Fort Wingate
,
New Mexico

,

March 27, 1888.
Auk, v, July, 1888. p. 330-331

NOTES AND NEWS.

can Ornitnhk^sts’ Union, died in Yokohama, Japan, where he-fias resided

son of Thomas Pryer, a Lontkm solicitor. lie vyefit to China in 1871, but

shortly after he settled in Japan, wk^re he engaged in mercantile business,

devoting all his spare time to collecfrpg natural history objects and to

studying the butterflies and birds of that couTkfry.

* Since writing the above, I have received a valued commitnlcation from Mr. J. A.
Allen, who has kindly looked into this matter for me, and reports that he finds the

“two-notched’’ sternum in Totanus ochropus. I further learn that the sternum of this

species is figured in Mr. Seebohm’s recent work on the ‘Charadriidas,’ but note with

surprise that he makes so light of such an admirable generic character. This Con-

vinces me more than ever, that the genus Rhyacophilus should be restored.—R. W. S.
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Symphemia semipalmata.— Nantucket. On May 2, 1895, Mr. Charles

E. Snow informed me he saw five Willets at the Hummock Pond.

Birds of Bristol County, Mass,
F."W.Andros.

Symphemia semipalmata (Gmel.), Willet.
Migrant, not common on the coast.

O &0, XII, Sept. 188? p. 188

Limicolae in Bristol County.
H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Maas.

Commonly
jgh a- few are seen in

on the marshes near
res of our principal

Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
JohnO.Cahoon.

Willet. Symphemia semipalmata
,

(Gmel.)
Humility on Cape Cod. A tolerably common
spring, and a common summer and autumn
migrant. It arrives in the spring between the
middle and last of May, and is seen singly or in
pairs as late as June 15 th. In the return migra-
tion the first ones reach the Cape as early as
July 8th and are common at intervals from the
Uth until the last of September. It is the most
common during the month of August. It is
larger, stouter and its legs are shorter than T.
melanoleucus and it is more wary and clamo-
rous. Their food and haunts are similar to their
above long-legged relative. They are restless and
suspicious and at the first intimation of danger
will take flight, their notes of alarm usually
starting into the air all of the other shore birds
within hearing distance. The young birds in
the autumn, however, are often easily ap-
proached within shooting distance. This
species was once very abundant on the Cape in
the spring and autumn.

0,& 0. XIII. Sept. 1888 p.131
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Symphemia semipalmata. Eastern Willet.— A specimen from the

Massachusetts coast was received from the Everett collection.

Auk 25. A.pp-l©08,p,

Old Records for Mass,& Rhode Id.

August 19, 1888. Saw two Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus)

.

I
have seen several others, but have not the dates.

-kuk 23 , Jan. -1811,p* //fl

Willets in Migration.— During the last days of May, 1907, while on
my way from Havre to New York on the S. S. ‘ La Loraine,’ I saw at sea a
remarkable congregation of Willets (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus).

It was in the middle of the morning of a gray, but not foggy, day, when
we were off the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, that I noticed a consider-

able gathering of birds resting on the water in the immediate path of the
ship. As we approached them I thought they looked like shore birds, and
as the vessel drew quite close to them those immediately near it rose on
wing and flew off to right and left, and again alighted on the water among
their fellows. In the way in which they left the path of the vessel they
reminded me of similar flights of waterfowl seen in Alaska.

When the birds took wing, they were at once recognized as Willets, and
there must have been somewhere near a thousand of them, not all packed
together in a dense clump on the water, but more or less scattered out, in

gioups of forty, fifty or a hundred, yet ail fairly near one another, and
suggesting a single flock. They seemed to leave the water reluctantly and
gave me the impression that they were weary.
The long flights demonstrated for many shore birds had always puzzled

me, for it. seemed hardly possible that such flights could be made without
rest or food. Here, however, was an apparent explanation of the matter.
Ihe bu-ds might stop to rest anywhere in the course of their long journey,
and, no doubt, in many places food in abundance might be found floating
on the water.

Though I had never seen or even heard of anything like this sight I have
taken it for granted that ornithologists had often observed and reported
on this matter. I think I once mentioned it incidentally in ‘ Forest and
btream’ in connection with some notes on shore birds. Mr. E W Nelson
to whom I mentioned the matter recently, advised me that the matter was
new to him and suggested that this note be sent to ‘The Auk.’— Geo
Bird Grinnell, New York City.
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Willet (Sympkemia semipalmata).— A single specimen was taken
Aug. 22. This bird has become very rare in this vicinity of late years.

The Willet in Central New York.— On August 20, 1913, I observed
two large shore birds on the beach at the east end of Oneida Lake in the
town of Verona, N. Y. From a distance I took them to be Greater Yellow-
legs, but on the 25th, two birds, undoubtedly these same two came much
nearer and were identified as Willets (Catoptrophorus sevripalmatus semi-

palmatus.) They were very tame, permitting approach within less than
one hundred feet, when their marked plumage was very much in evidence.

My two sons and myself watched them for probably an hour with our
naked eyes and also with the field glasses, drew a diagram of their markings
and wrote a description from life. We tried to take photographs but in

this we failed and pressing for a nearer view, finally caused the birds to

move away. We saw them again the next day but that was the last of

them. Twenty-five years’ observation on this beach has never shown me
one before and I believe them to be very rare here.— Egbekt Bagg, Utica,

n.y. Aafe IS V.tOd-!d\,
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895. The Willet [Symphemia semipalmata ] Breeding in Delaware

Bay. By Chas. E. Bellows, Ph.G. Ibid., June 5, p. 364. StToaXEL XXII

Symphemia semipalmata. Willet.— Rather common. Found breed-

ing late in May and early in June on the salt marshes adjacent to the main
, VII, Oot,

island. Last year I found two sets of four eggs each, among a colony 0 *1390 ,]?, 3^8
Laughing Gulls on Gull Island. They are not as numerous as they were

formerly. 3erven Mile Beach, N,J. C. S.Shick.

Birds ?o and Breeding on Cobb’s Is-

land, Va. May 25-29, H. B. Bailey

Tolanus semipalmatus, Temm. Willet. Breeds in large numbers on

the island, and are not molested while nesting, as they are left for

the fall shooting, and this is the only species that can enjoy the privi-

lege of breeding in peace, the eggs of all the others are subjected to

all the mysteries of the cuisine. Their usual nesting place is on the

higher parts of the island, among the grass, where they conceal

their nests so effectually that it is only by flushing the female directly

from the eggs that the nests can be discovered. In this situation

they are very slight structures, being depressions in clumps of

grass, lined with finer grasses. The marshes are also favorite local-

ities for breeding, and in this case the nests are more elaborate, being

built up from the ground, which is wet at high tide. The eggs were

in all cases four, very slightly incubated.

oull. N.O.O. I, April, 1876. p.2Q

On a Collection of Efggs from
Georgia, H. B.Bailey,

Symphemia semipalmata. Willet. - Nests in grass near the

sea; eggs four. May i-

Bull. N.O.Q* 8, Jan, 1883, p,42

Seven Eggs of the Willet Laid in One
Nest.

BY J. P. N.

On May 9th, 1887, seven eggs of the Willet

( Symphemia semipalmata) were found in one

nest in Northampton County, Virginia. In all

probability they were laid by two birds, as four

eggs is the almost invariable number for this

species.

The same collector informs me that he has

found five and six eggs in a single nest, but

never before seven. Is not this the largest

“ aet” of this species on record?

0 .^0. XIII. Dec. 1888 p.I89
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1690. The Willet (Symphemia semipalmatci) Alighting on Trees. By

John C. Cahoon. Ibid. ,
March 22, p. 165. For, & Stream, Vol, 30
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Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.

AuX
, XXIII, Get., 1905, p.450.

100. Symphemia semipalmata inornata. Western Willet.—Rare
migrant. I can find only five specimens in local collections; the only
one with a date is a female in full plumage taken July 20, 1898, in the
Provincial Museum; an adult in winter plumage is in my collection. A
careful comparison of the local specimens proves them to belong to the
western form.



OuJ<,m\\,'/^j <}o(0/ /. 3 ^.'

Notes from Connecticut.- The following specimens in my collectionseem worthy of bemg recorded in ‘The Auk/ as the races to whichmost of them belong are unreported from Connecticut. All were receivedin the flesh and almost all were shot by myself. Mr. Oberholser haskindly examined the representatives of western subspecies, except Sym-SnSr“ and
agrees w^ith

inornata.- Young female, Stony Creek, Augi5, 1897. Willets found at present on the Atlantic coast from Massa-

etbspecier
S 6 M1 migrati°n M°ng almost exclusively toZ
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Records from Toronto. E.E, T. Seton.

Ruff. Philomachus pugnax.—A specimen of this rare

straggler was shot on Toronto Island in the spring of 1882 .

It is now in the possession of Mr. Young of Toronto. The bird

was mounted in a sealed case, so that accurate measurements

could not be made, but the general proportions and the large ruff

were unmistakable. This specimen appears to agree with the

maximum dimensions given in Coues’s ‘Key.’ The ruft is not

fully developed, and the face is still feathered. The color is as

follows : Head, nape, hind-neck, and upper part of ruff gray with

black pencillings
;
wing-coverts and scapulars black with light

edges
;
chin, belly, crissum, and tail-coverts white

;
quills dusky

;

tail-feathers gray with black bars
;
throat, breast, and most of ruff

glossy, greenish black.

Auk, 2 , Oct, ; 1885« p s S80

3irds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds. 1 Auk

- n isss. 336.

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p .450
101. Pavoncella pugnax. Ruff.— A male in full plumage but with

the face feathered, was taken on Toronto Island in 1882, and is now in the
museum of the Geological Survey at Ottawa.7 In ‘Catalogue of Canadian
Birds,’ Macoun, p. 177, the date is given as 1875, but this is incorrect, and
the female there recorded is a specimen of the Bartramian Sandpiper.



The Ruff at Camden, Maine.— I wish to record the capture of a female
Ruff ( Pavoncella pugnax

)

at Camden, Maine, Sept. 14, 1900, by Mr.
Sidney Clark. This skin I purchased of Charles K. Worthen, Warsaw,
111- —John E. Thayer, Lancaster

, Mass.

Auk. XXII, Oc-.., 1900, p-'A’?.

The Ruff at Seabrook, N. H.— On September 24, 1907, I received a

specimen of a European Ruff (Pavoncella pugnax) shot at Seabrook, N. H.

The bird was a young female and the man who sent it to me said it was in

company with a flock of ten or twelve Beetle-head Plover.

I would like to add— as some one not very long ago stated in ‘ The

Auk’ that he considered the Stilt Sandpiper extremely rare in Massachu-

setts— that I have within two years received 18 or 20 birds of this species

in one day from near Newburyport, Mass.— John H. Hardy, Jr., Arling-

ton, Mass. AqPt 26, Jaa I908,p*

Se-<T-$rao&; It' •'V'

Capture of the Ruff at Seabrook, N. H.— Mr. John Hardy of Boston
has kindly presented me with- an adult female Ruff (Pavoncella pugnax)

shot at Seabrook, N. H., Sept. 23, 1907, by Charles Fowler, who said it

was with a flock of Black-bellied Plover.— John E. Thayer, Lancaster,

Mass.

a nlr 23 ,
Jan-1809 7^!
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Shore Birds of Oape Cod.
JohnO.Oahoon.

Buit, Pavoncella pugnax, (Linn.) An acci-
dental visitor on Cape Cod. There is one in-
stance of its occurrence, a young male which
was shot by a Mr. Churchill at Chatham, Mass.,
Sep. 11th 1880, as recorded in Forest and Stream
of Oct. 7th, 1880 p. 186.

Q.&O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p,13 1
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Pavoncella pugnax. Ruff.—

A

n immature female of this species was
taken at Point Judith, R. I., on August 31, 1903, by a local gunner. I
obtained it of him and it is. now in my collection. The bird, which was
flying alone, was shot over decoys. I believe this is the second record for
this bird in Rhode Island.— LeRoy King, Ne-wport

,
A. /.

Auk, XXI, Jan. , 1904, p, 2 *>'•
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Pavoncella pugnax. Ruff.— An immature female of this species wai

taken at Point Judith, R. I., on August 31, 1903, by a local gunner,
obtained it of him and it is. now in my collection. The bird, which wai
flying alone, was shot over decoys. I believe this is the second record foi

this bird in Rhode Island.— LeRoy King, Newport, R. /.

Auk, XXI, Jan. , 1904,
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Pavoncella pugnax. Ruff.— An immature female of this species was
taken at Point Judith, R. I., on August 31, 1903, by a local gunner. I

obtained it of him and it is. now in my collection. The bird, which was
flying alone, was shot over decoys. I believe this is the second record for
this bird in Rhode Island.— LeRoy King, Newport, R. /.

Auk, XXI, Jan. , 1904, p. $ *>'•



Additional American Records of the Ruff.—In ‘The Auk’ for October,

1905, pp. 410, 411, Mr. Ruthven Deane published a list of 16 American
specimens of the Ruff (Pavoncella pugnax). To this list at least six addi-

tions should be made, one for South America, two for Barbados, two for

Rhode Island, and one for Massachusetts. Five of these records have
already been published and for the privilege of recording the sixth bird,

a specimen from Massachusetts, I am indebted to Mr. Deane and Mr.

John E. Thayer. This specimen, a female, shot by Alfred Dabney on
Nantucket, late in July, 1901, was mounted, and is now in the Thayer col-

lection at Lancaster, Mass.

The data for the early records of the Ruff leave much to be desired in

the way of completeness. Giraud in 1844 mentioned the fact that “the
Ruff, Wheatear, Skylark, and other foreign species have been found on
Long Island,” but apparently thought that they were birds which had
escaped from captivity (Birds of Long Island, p. 309). , The first positive

record of the species in America is probably that for Barbados, noted by
Schomburgk in 1848, instead of that for New Brunswick, published by
Boardman in 1862, as stated by Mr. Deane, but in neither case is the exact

date of capture known. The first record for North America is apparently

the Long Island note published by Lawrence in 1852 in the ‘Annals’ of

the Lyceum of Natural History. Prof. Baird in referring to the species

in 1858 said: “The ruff has been so frequently killed on Long Island as to

entitle it to a place among descriptions of North American birds, although

it can not be said to belong to our fauna” (Pac. R. R. Reports, IX, p. 737).

But the only bird in the list which represents those ‘so frequently killed

on Long Island’ prior to 1858, is the Lawrence specimen now in the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History.

The southernmost record for the species is indefinite both as to date and
locality. It was based on ‘an abnormally colored specimen’ collected by
H. Munzberg in ‘Spanish Guiana’ and submitted for examination with

other specimens to Pelzeln, by H. E. Hodek, a taxidermist of Vienna.

Pelzeln’s notes on Hodek’s specimens appeared in ‘The Ibis’ for 1875,

but how much earlier the bird was killed is not known. In the Catalogue

of Birds in the British Museum,Vol. XXIV, p. 506, Sharpe gives the locality

as ‘ Dutch Guiana,’ but Pelzeln, who uses the term ‘ Spanish Guiana,’ states

that it probably refers to the territory between the Upper Rio Negro and
the Orinoco or the adjacent part of New Granada.

Careful search will probably bring to light several other records, especi-

ally of some of the birds taken on Long Island. For convenience of com-

parison the data for the six additions to Mr. Deane’s list are appended in

the same form as that adopted in his table:

Sex Locality Date Collection References

?ad. Barbados, W. I. Before 1848 British Museum Schomburgk, Hist.
Barbadoes, 1848.

Feilden, Ibis, 1889, p.
494.— Spanish Guiana “ 1875 H. E. Hodek,

Vienna
Pelzeln, Ibis, 1875, p.
322.

cfad. Graeme Hall Swamp,
Barbados, W. I.

1878 British Museum Feilden, Ibis, 1889,
p. 495.

? Sakonnet Point, R.I. July 30, 1900 Hathaway, Notes R.
I. Orn., I, p. 20,1900.

9 Nantucket, Mass. July, 1901 John E. Thayer Palmer, Auk, XXIII,
p. 98, 1906.

$im. Point Judith, R. I. Aug. 31, 1903. Le Roy King,
Newport, R. I.

King, Auk, XXI, p.
85, 1904.

Aafc, asm, Jaa., 1000, P 7* - 77.

T. S. Palmer, Washington, D. C.
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Nov., 1882.] AND CM

The Ruff {Machetespugnax.)—The Ruff

is a native of Europe, Asia and Africa and

is a rare visitor to North America. It fre-

quents bogs and marshy ground, being

met with far inland. Ruffs and Reeves

(the females) used to be found in large

numbers in the English fens, but since the

drainage and cultivation of the fens and

marshes they have only been rare visitors

to England. In Winter the males and fe-

males are scarcely to be distinguished from

each other, but in the Spring the males as-

sume splendid ruffs or collars and become

very fine birds indeed. They vary much
in plumage, it being scarcely possible to

find two specimens alike. Their peculiar

and striking appearance has no doubt been

one of the causes of their being shot down.

Ruffs and Reeves used to be in great request

for the table, and were captured in large

numbers by means of nets which were set

among the places frequented by the Ruffs

for the purpose of fighting. The captured

birds were fed upon bread and milk which

they devoured in the most greedy manner,

and when they had laid on enough fat they

were killed and sent to market. During

the breeding season the males fight in the

most furious manner, frequenting certain

places, in which there are small mounds,

for the purpose of settling their quarrels.

In these fights the combatants never do

each other any»,serious harm, the loss of a

few feathers being the only result of the

most serious duel. Ruffs and Reeves do

not pair. The eggs are usually four in

number and are laid upon the ground.

They are of a greenish brown, splashed

and spotted with brown and black. The

females alone perform all the functions of

incubation, and have all the trouble of

rearing their young. The males continue

to fight in the most furious manner during

the whole of the breeding season. The

food of Ruffs and Reeves consists of

water-insects, worms,, larvae and seeds of

aquatic plants.

—

J. T. T. H., Ryhope, Dur-

ham (Jo., Eng.

O.&O. VII. NOV. 1882. p.
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Bartramia lornu cauda. Heath, Massachusetts.

Copy.

Heath , Massachusetts

.

My dear Professor Brewster,

We are watching with the liveliest interest a plover

that is sitting a few rods from our house. We saw her first

on the tenth but the farmer who discovered the nest says that

she has been sitting two weeks. The first visit to her nest
right

was an event in our lives. We stood^over it while she re-

mained motionless keeping her head as low as possible. She

was colored so like the grasses under which she sat that it

was difficult at first to distinguish her. While we stood

over her with bated breath we raised our eyes to the top of

the upland slope which the plover haunt and saw a beautiful

deer clearly outlined against the sky. He came a little to-

ward us and down the slope, so that we soon lost sight of him.

When we turned from the plover's nest she slipped from it and

displayed the four exquisite eggs of shaded brown which seem

so big for her size.

She did not go far from the nest but moved hesitatingly

and nervously about a bed of sheep laurel close at hand,

raising and lowering her gracefully curved wings and spread-

ing her singular tail to its fullest extent. She made no

sound and there was no sign of the male bird. She did not

return to the nest while we were in sight.



Bartramia longi cauda . Heath, Massachusetts. 2 .

To-night when I visited, her, her behavior was very dif-

ferent. She let me coiae within a foot of the nest, when she

"scooted", uttering the familiar plover note - not the cry.

She did not raise her wings but slipped from cover to cover

constantly calling, I 'withdrew keeping her in sight and when

she made a circuit of some rods she ran silently and swiftly

back to the nest.

Mr. Thompson, the f4rmer, tells me that when he first

discovered the nest the mother always deserted, frightened,

but that now she will Aremain quietly sitting when he is near.

On the ninth my sister and I were surprised to have the

pair fly into our yard and circle about us nearer than plover

had ever come to us before. If you wish to visit this nest,

you know that you will be welcome at Plover Hill, if you

cannot do so and care to know what happens I will do my best

to tell you about it.

Yours sincerely,

Mary Ab by White.
June 11, 1902.

Heath, Massachusetts.

My dear Professor Brewster,

I am too sore hearted to write about it. The nest

is empty and the plover gone. On Monday morning I heard the

plover note so persistently that I wondered what it meant -

and a little later the mother was found slipping from her



Bartramia longi cauda . Heath, Massachusetts. 3.

empty nest which contained only a few tiny scraps of shell.

The biggest piece was not so large as my thumb nail. No per-

son knew of the nest excepting those who were guarding it de-

votedly, so there is no likelihood that the robbers were human.

The nest is simply a depression in the ground.

It would seem that the bird had settled upon the dry moss

and grasses just as they grew and that no material had been

brought or any effort spent in constructing a nest. The

grasses which crossed carelessly over the hollow seemed to

fall in that way naturally but the perfect concealment which

they formed for the coloring of the plover was very striking.

These grasses were hardly disturbed by the robbery. In the

center the nest was about anjlnch and a half deep, xxxxxxxx

Mary Abby White.
JunelS, 1902.

Heath, Massachusetts.

My dear Professor Brewster,

My spirits have risen since I wrote to you..

Parmer believes that the newly hatched plover, like partridges

and chickens, are active about as soon as they leave the shell.

He thinks there has been no tragedy. At any rate, we hear

the plover again, higher on the upland, calling, and crying

and when we went to the top of the hill last, the pair were
*

greatly exercised, the male circling overhead noisily and the
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mate moving anxiously about in the grass. The day before the

nest was found empty, none of us visited it and when the loss

was discovered the mother was by it. Mr. Thompson thinks that

when she was approached she scurried her young into the near-

by cover and that she has them on the hill-side. Of course

we shall "watch out" for the growing young and in the mean-

time my feelings about the ordering of the universe will be

less disconsolate, xxxxxxxxxxxxx I shall you word when there

is assurance of the young.

Yours sincerely,

June 24, 1902.
Mary Abby White.
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179. Bartramia longicauda.-

. f~tA/tV

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, 77ater Birds.

Aulv, XXIII, Oct . , 1906, p. 450-451

.

102. Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper.— Said to
have been an abundant migrant; now rare. In 1893 birds were taken
from May 6 to June 7, and were said to have bred a few miles west of the

city; Mr. George Pierce took full grown young in July or August of that
year. There are no recent records.
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Birda of Bristol County, Mass.

F,W.Andros.

Bartramia longicauda (Bechst.), Bartramian

Sandpiper. Migrant, rare.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1837 p.139

Limicoi ae in Bristol County.
H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Bartramian Sandpiper, Bartramia longicauda.

A few regularly observed in different sections

of the county, but in no great numbers.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1337 p.I48

n
B
r

lrwS^t0P^8 Seasonnr. Wmohendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster

6. Bartramia longicauda.

V, Oct,, 1888. p. 389

Mr. S. Frank Dexter reports from Chatham, Mass.

:

This year there was no regular flight of Plover, as noticed

annually for four years past. From Aug. 25th to Sept. 12tli,

they passed in small bunches.

O.&O. X. Oct. 1885. p, /6 0

Breeding of the Upland Plover on

Cape Cod.
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In the September Ornithologist and Oologist

Mr. J. C. Cahoori expresses himself as “ not

positive” that the Upland Plover breeds on

Cape Cod.

It may be of interest to him and other readers

of the “O. & O.” to know that the Upland, or

“ Grass Plover” as it is there called, is abun-

dant on Nantucket Island and breeds there.

I have in my collection a nice set of three eggs

taken near Siaseonset, Nantucket, July 18, 1880

from a deserted nest in a newly mown hayfleld.

The eggs were addled and I think the bird had

deserted the nest on account of the grass being

cut, leaving the nest so exposed that the eggs

could be seen twenty yards away.

Mass.

.UT

I*. A
afc°r Birds, Nantucket, Mass.

C-eorg-e H. M*ck*y.
Gleueral Notes.

Bartramia longicauda.—May i, 1891, I saw in the western part of
the island four Bartramian Sandpipers, and shot a pair of them, male
and female. They were in beautiful plumage. I have reason to believe

that a few of these birds breed regularly here every year, the nest, eggs
and young having been taken. They also breed on Tuckernuck Island.

When the nest is discovered the female exhibits much solicitude, hovering
in near proximity. "One of the birds seen by me alighted on a rail fence,

which I have frequently observed them do before. In May they will at

times mount up into the air, say one hundred to one hundred and fifty

feet, where they wiil quiver in nearly the same place and give vent to a
song, or perhaps I might say a good clear whistle with a varied trill of
three or four notes, lasting ten or twelve seconds. I have never known
of their uttering it at any other season of the year than in the spring. At
Essex, Mass., April 28, 1892, one of my friends saw one flying.

.

Auk 9 .July, 1892. p. 305-6.



Auk, XII, July, 1895, p. 3 / 0 -

& frJlsOt O. '> n_. < t ? g<A A .

Nantucket, April io, 1895. Mr. Charles E. Snow informs me that he
saw to-day on the Ram Pasture a Bartramian Sandpiper (Bartramia
longicauda) and drove wdthin twenty yards of the bird. This is the
earliest spring record I have ever heard of in this vicinity— George H
Mackay, Nantucket

, Mass. ?1 ~ )Urdl& .

A-uk, XIV, Apr., 1897, p ZZ^.
*S yiaTHi .

Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper.- A nest containing
three eggs was found at Tuckernuck Island, June 22, 1896. It was locatedon the giound in a small bunch of grass, and was well concealed. Theb.rd flew off the nest. I am told that the young leave the nest as soon asthey are able to run.

. A, hi cscMe^j
t
Jl Tti A/H/>

Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
John C. Oahoon.

Bartramian Sandpiper, Bartramia longicauda,

(Bechst.) Upland or Field Plover on Cape

Cod. A tolerably common spring and common
summer migrant. It arrives on the Cape in the

spring between April 12th and May. 10th. On

their return from the north they reach the Cape

in small flocks about the last of July or first of

August. They are the most common from the

middle or last of August to September 12th.

After the first week in October none are seen.

I think a few pair of these birds reside through

the entire summer, but as I am not positive I

have not included it as a resident. My ac-

quaintance with this species is limited, but from

what I have been able to learn from old gun-

ners it was in former years abundant on the

Cape during the migrations. It well deserves

the name of Field or Upland Plover by which

it is most commonly known, on account of its

frequenting high pastures and fields. Its food

consists of beetles, crickets, grasshoppers and

other insects which impart to its flesh a savory

flavor and causes it to be much desired for the

table. It is rarely if ever seen 011 the beaches

or flats, but occasionally goes on to the dry salt

marshes to feed on the crickets and grasshop-

pers that are very numerous there in the sum-

mer and autumn. They are very wary and as

they are in small parties and fly swiftly, a per-

son to make a fair bag must be a good shot and

have much experience.

O.&O. XIII. Sept. 1888 p.13 \~I3Z
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Notes on the Summer Birds of Berkshire County, Massachusetts.— I

spent the week of June 17-22, 1902, in Williamstown and vicinity with

Mr. Louis Agassiz Shaw, making some observations perhaps of value to

those interested in the Berkshire County avifauna. My notes are supple-

mented by the notes of Messrs. Francis G. and Maurice C. Blake who
were residents of Williamstown during the years 1900 and 1901.

The weather while we were there was cool and rainy days alternated

with cloudless ones.

Bartramia longicauda. Five pairs or so were found evidently breeding

on Northwest Hill, and two pairs on the Vermont (Pownal) line. Four

specimens were taken (three males and one female), all adults, but with

the sexual organs little enlarged. They were in the upland meadows in

fairly tall grass (eight inches), and when flushed lit on barns, fences or

trees. On the 21st, a rainy day, they were heard not only to utter their

common call note, but a prolonged wind-like whistle—-sounding like an

eolian harp— which can best be represented thus: phue-phue-phue- phue

phue phue, phue-phue-phue
,
uttered as they sailed like hawks above the

meadows, or while perching. The Messrs. Blake tell me they saw four on

June 19, 1900, and two June 15, 1901, near Stone Hill. In the first instance

they were heard ‘ singing.’ Although breeding in the Western States

in May and early June, I believe they do not begin to nest in Massachu-

setts until after the middle of June.

Auk, XIX, Oct., 1602 , p. .

Massachusetts Breeding Dates for Bartramia longicauda.— For the
last eight years I have had the pleasure of watching some six to eight
pairs of Bartramian Sandpipers on the sheep fields of Marthas Vineyard,
the remnant of what was formerly not an uncommon breeder there. As
a result, I have the following personal breeding records :

June 3, 1894. Nest with four eggs, incubation one third advanced.
June 4, 1894. Nest with four young, just hatched and running.
May 25, 1895. Nest with four eggs, incubation commenced.
May 25, 1895. Nest with broken shells, destroyed probably by a Crow.
May 30, 1896. Nest with four eggs, incubation one fourth advanced.
May 25, 1900. Nest with four eggs, incubation commenced.
Mr. Mackay has recorded a nest of three eggs found on Tuckernuck

Island on June 22, 1896 (Auk, April, 1897, p. 229), but the date and num-
ber of eggs would appear to me to indicate a second laying, the first

having probably been destroyed.

I am induced to give these records because Mr. Howe has stated in his

notes on these birds made at Williamstown, Mass. (Auk, Oct. 1902, p.

404), that the birds did not probably breed in Massachusetts until after

the middle of June. This may be true in Berkshire County, but is cer-

tainly not true in Massachusetts as a whole. The average summer tem-
perature at Marthas Vineyard is 67^° and at Williamstown about 65°, but
in winter the range is from 32

0 at the former to 220 at the latter. This
causes an earlier spring at Marthas Vineyard and will account for some
difference in nesting dates, though I should hardly expect to find it so

much as three weeks.— Owen Durfee, Fall River, Mass.
Aok, XX, Jan., 1903 , pp.(>S- 66 -

/ foy

92.



195. Bartramia longicauda. Field Plover. —Breeds in dry fields

bordering the Adirondacks, on both sides of the mountains.

Bua N. 0*0# 7, Got* X882, p, 256
f
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884. Upland Plover in Minnesota. By W. L. Tiffany. Ibid., May 8, ^
pp. 284-285.— Detailed and interesting account of its habits. & Stream. ^"i*-**

817. The Upland Plover. By Mont Clare (of Claremont, N. H.).

Ibid., Jan. 12, pp. 35-37.—On the habits of the bird. i^JaaWiO&& fi-^Ado

Babtbam’s Sandpipeb in Somebsetshibe.—In the collection of birds

belonging to Dr. Woodforde, of Amberd House, near Taunton, and chiefly
nitr4

obtained in the county of Somerset, is a very perfect example of Bartram’s

Sandpiper, which was shot at least thirty years ago on the banks of the

River Parret, in the parish of Combwitch. It was shot in one of the

winter months, and appears to be in complete winter plumage, being more

ashy in its coloration than any other example of this Sandpiper which

I have seen. So far as I am aware, this specimen has not hitherto been

recorded.—Mubbay A. Mathew (Bishop’s Lydeard, Taunton).



Notes, Galesburg Hi.^
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AFew Nests Collected at Cornwall, Vt.

Spring-1889. C.H.Parkhill.

Bartram’s Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda).

Collected May 26th. The nest was simply a

little hollow in the ground, and contained

four fresh eggs. The old bird uses consider-

able art to decoy the intruder from her nest.

0,&Q.3JV. Oct. 1830 ploO
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During the fall migration Mr. Comeau secured specimens of two

additional species new to the locality. They are

:

155. Tryngites rufescens.— August 28.

g.

Bull. N» OtCj 8, Oct. 1888, P. AH6

Buff-bkkasted sandpiper. A male of this

species was shot in company with some Sander-

Iings on a sandbar, Ottawa River, by Mr. S.

White on the 24th of August, 1886.

Ottawa, Ontario, G. R. White.

M.n k*y

7>°

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt . I

,

Water Birds.

Au}; , XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.45I

103. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.— Regu-

lar fall migrant, rare, September 1 to October 4.

ITltxsS' Oacistr

Qol . nnnfcna Soc. Nat. History,

Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper — One specimen

from the Massachusetts coast was received from the Everett collection.

2b, Aet-lfi*8.P* 2

On September 5, a beautiful male Buff-breasted Sandpiper {Tryngites

subruficollis) was taken in Scarborough, near Pine Point. It is now in

my collection. Mr. Blanchard Pillsbury who brought it to my attention,

informs me that it is the only specimen that has come to his notice for at

least three years.— Arthur H. Norton, Portland, Me.
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General Notes

Tryngites subruficollis—I have met with and taken but few Buff-breasted

Sandpipers in my shooting experience on the Massachusetts coast; my
record shows but eleven during the last seventeen years, all of them
having been shot on the island of Nantucket. Six of these were taken on
Sept. 8, 1875; one on Aug. 26, 1879; one on Aug. 28, and one on Sept. 1,

1886; one on Sept. 5, 1892. I am consequently inclined to regard them
as not very abundant in the above locality. Of the few which I have seen

I have remarked their extreme gentleness and desire to be in company
with other birds. On one occasion I had one alight among my Plover

decoys on the upland (which they seem very fond of frequenting) and, not

wishing to shoot it, I allowed it to remain for quite a while so I could

watch it. During this time it moved about with unconcern, apparently

not being aware that its supposed companions were of wood. It seemed

so gentle that I determined to see how near it would permit me to approach,

and it was not over five or six feet from me when it flew away, but only for

a short time, however, for it returned and alighted in the course of ten or

fifteen minutes. Having no desire to shoot it, I allowed it to remain until

it departed not to return. All the birds that I have seen come immedi-

ately to the decoys on perceiving them, and alight without hesitation or

fear. Their flight is rapid, with many turns and zigzag movements, and near

the ground, constantly turning up so as to show their entire under parts.

They vary greatly in size, so much so that, speaking from memory,
I should say some of those I have recorded were nearly two thirds larger

than others I think the plumage of the younger birds is rather lighter

colored all over than the adults’. I have never observed more than

seven or eight birds in a flock, and then only once. With their noticeable,

clean-cut outline, and peculiarly soft, blended plumage, they are one of our

most graceful and attractive Sandpipers.

—

Gegrge W. Mackay, Nan-
tucket ,

Mass. Auk 1^, Oct, 1892* p, 389-90 ^

Shore Birds of Gape Cod.
John C. Cahoon.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Tryngites suhruji-

collis, (Vieill.) A rare spring and autumn mi-

grant. I have never seen this bird in the spring,
j

I have taken two specimens on Monomoy

Island, one Sept. 24th, 1885, and the other Aug.

30th, 1886. They were both in adult plumage

and were shot on a wet salt marsh where they

were associating with Pectoral Sandpipers. 1

am inclined to believe that if a sharp lookout

was kept for this bird at the time of the flights

of the Pectoral Sandpipers, they would be

found to be of tolerably common occurrence.
|

Q.& O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p. 132



Tryngites subrufi colli
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My bro ther Geo . N . Lamb

East Orleans, Mass.

has a specimen of the Buff-

breasted Sandpiper, female, in his collection, which he shot

at East Orleans, Sept.l, 1395. This bird was "with a peep,

standing on newly mowed salt meadow". This is a bird I have

always been on the lookout for and have never seen one alive,

that I know of, and never one shot by any other gunner, when

I was out shooting.

George knew of one other specimen being shot at East Or-

leans, and these are the only two instances which I know of

its being taken in that neighborhood, x x x I think about here

the Buff-breasted is a very much rarer bird than the Stilt

Sandpiper. Chas.R.Lamb in litt. to Wm. Brewster, Cambridge

Oct. 2, 1302.

17lt> n a ilia'll 55" &-> C f-

Buff-breasted Sandpiper ( Tryngites subruficollia).— On September 4,

1909, I shot a female specimen on Monomoy Island, Chatham, Mass.
There was an easterly storm the day previous making it very improbable
that the bird had just arrived. For that reason, and because of the fact

that the bird was fat and in excellent condition, it seems likely that it

had been there several days. I was walking through the meadows where
the salt grass had been cut looking for Pectoral Sandpipers when this bird

flew up. As I was on the lookout for anything odd that day I immediately
recognized it as it rose. It is now in my collection. On enquiring of a few
people in Chatham, Mr. Russell Bearse, a reliable local gunner, informed
me that nearly every year during the flight of Pectoral Sandpipers in Sep-
tember he had killed one of these birds on these same meadows. He is

on the grounds regularly several days a week and is the best informed

person in the neighborhood. This only goes to show that there are un-

doubtedly more of these birds killed than is known about.

Aak j7.Apr-ieio P. Z/9-Z20,



Auk. XXY, Apr„ 1397,The Occurrence of Tryngites subruflcollis in the New England States-
-— There are several instances of the capture of the Buff-breasted Sand-
piper in Connecticut and Massachusetts which do not appear to have
been recorded. This Sandpiper, although common in certain sections in

the West, is not very often met with along the North Atlantic seaboard.

The latest occurrence of this species in Connecticut appears to have

been a specimen taken by myself on September 30, 1895. A solitary

individual was found on the Quinnepiac marshes, which are situated near

New Haven, Conn. A very stormy condition of the weather had existed

for two days, and it was not strange that a species of the Limicolte was
blown inland by the prevailing easterly winds. On a portion of the

meadows an unfamiliar looking Sandpiper was observed feeding in the

grass. It appeared to be a bird of the present species, and seemed rest-

less and wary, but it was shot before it could fly off. The bird was picked

up, and found to be a Buff-breasted Sandpiper ( Tryngites subrujtcollis ')

,

in the young plumage. No other birds of the Snipe family appeared to

be in the vicinity. This record seems to be the second or third instance

of the capture of this species in Connecticut, at least in recent years.

One of the previous instances may not have been recorded
;
a young

bird was shot in the latter part of August, 1889, by Mr. Edward L.

Munson, of New Haven, in almost exactly the same locality as that in

which my specimen was taken.

In Massachusetts there have been a small number of these Sandpipers

killed. Mr. George W. Mackey, of Nantucket, Mass., mentions in ‘The
Auk’ (Vol. IX, 1892, p. 389) the capture of a few specimens on that

island. Dr. Louis B. Bishop, of New Haven, informs me that he shot a

young female Buff-breasted Sandpiper on Monomoy Island, Cape Cod,

Mass., on September 19, 1895, and that another specimen was killed there

by a market gunner on the same day.

Several more instances were reported some years ago from Cape Cod
by the late Mr. J. C. Cahoon, of Taunton, Mass.

It has been taken several times on Long Island, N. Y., but the latest

record in that locality seems to be August 28, 1888 (Auk, Vol. VI, 1889,

p. 136).

The Buff-breasted Sandpiper is often found associating with the Pec-

toral Sandpiper ( Tringa maculata) and it is to be looked for in flocks of

the latter in the autumnal migrations. There are two instances of its

capture in the Magdalen Islands, Quebec, Canada, where one individual

was found on two occasions with a flock of Pectoral Sandpipers. The
first instance was in September, 1888, the second in early September,

1890.

As most of the above records of the occurrence of the Buff-breasted

Sandpiper in the East are spread over a number of years, the species

must be considered as rather rare along the coast of the New England

States.— C. C. Trowbridge, New York City.
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ii. Tryngites rufescens. Buff-breasted Sandpiper. — During a

collecting visit I made to Montauk Point last summer, a specimen of this

bird was shot there by a gentlemen on August 26, and kindly presented to

me.—De L. Berier, Fort Hamilton
, Long Island, N. T.

Bull, N.O.Q. 0, April, 1881, i-. i

244. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.—

(

Tryn-

gites rufescens.) (Vieill.) Caban. One
specimen taken from a flock of Sandpipers

on the shore of Lake Ontario, Wayne Co.,

N. Y., in August, 1880, by Samuel F. Rath-

bun. A year later, during' the month of

September, two more were taken by John

M. Manro in the same locality and iden-

tified by Mr. Rathbun.

Birds, Central N. Y.

0,40. Vll.Jtm. 1882 . p. /si.

Bird Notes from Long Island, N.Y.
William Dutcher.

8. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.— Mr. Giraud
considered this species on Longlsland, as “Nota very common bird, though
its occurrence is by no means unusual. Almost every season a few are

observed along the southern shores of Long Island, and during autumn we
occasionally find it in our markets stripped of its feathers, and exposed
for sale along with the Pectoral Sandpiper.”* My first specimen of this

Sandpiper was not secured until August 28, of this year (1888), when one
was presented to me by Mr. Frank M. Lawrence of Mastic, Suffolk Co.
He subsequently wrote : “It was shot by a lad who sent it to me to iden-

tify, and as it was a strange bird to me I forwarded it to you. He shot it

on the meadows on the north side of the bay. It was albne.” The only
other specimen of this species that has come under my personal observa-
tion was one shot by Capt. W. N. Lane, in midsummer some twelve
years since. It was presented to Mr. George Lawrence Nicholas and is

now, I believe, in the Princeton College collection. Other late records
for Long Island have been made by Mr. N. T. Lawrencef and Mr. DeL.
Berier. J

* Birds of Long Island, p. 231.

t Forest and Stream, Vol. X, p. 235.

t Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, Vol. VI, p. 126.

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.

.

JL, L && -
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Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper.— A finely

mounted example is in the collection of Mr. David Bruce of Brockport
which was taken in the town of Kendall, “ fifteen or sixteen years ago.”

Also one was brought to Mr. Ernest H. Short of Gaines for mounting,
in the fall 0L1897.

TixaJL . y-oW~<m

t
cyA/.T .

Auk, XYI, April, 1899, pp./?3-6.

The Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis) on Long Island,

N. Y.— Owing to the infrequent occurrence of this species on the Atlantic

coast, I wish to record a young male in my collection taken at Rockaway

Beach on Sept. 11
,
1906 .

— J. A. Weber, New York City.

>0 1
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Note on Tryngites rufescens in Texas. — The Buff-breasted

Sandpiper is mentioned by Mr. Dresser and Dr. Merrill as occurring on

the Rio Grande in Texas, but Mr. Sennett and Mr. McCauley did not note

it. Professor Snow calls it rare in Kansas, and Dr. Coues did not meet
with it in Dakota while with the Northern Boundary Survey. My ex-

perience is that it is a bird whose occurrence is not to be relied upon in

Cooke County, Texas.

On April 23, 1877, I saw a flock here and noted no more until April 29,

1880, when I saw two or three flocks of some half-dozen each, near Gains-

ville. Not having my gun, I returned next day and scoured the same lo-

cality without finding a single Tryngites. Thinking they were certainly

on the large prairie west of Gainesville, I rode over that for half a day

without seeing a Buff-breast, and gave up the search. On May 3, in riding

through the same prairie where I saw the species in question, I came upon
a flock of seven and, as before, was without my gun. I procured one and

shot four with the first barrel and one with the second
; following the re-

maining two I secured them, and no more have been seen since.

I noted a habit of strutting and similar maneuveringin these birds which

I have never seen in Bartram’s Tattler. My attention was first attracted

"by the white lining of the wing as the bird lay on one side stretching the

wing straight up in the air; on approaching nearer I saw several others

near by acting in the same ludicrous manner. One would raise the feath-

ers and strut up to another as though they were going to fight, and I think

they did sometimes strike at each other as game cocks do. Another

would run up to one of its companions and stand on tip-toe with both

wings raised high in the air as if challenging a contest; after standing

still for an instant it would then drop its wings and go to feeding as

quietly as before. I regretted that I had such a limited opportunity for

making notes upon this truly interesting species.

Dr. Merrill says that the same dates and localities apply to T. rufescens

as to Actiturus bartramius. The latter, however, arrives in Cooke County

as early as March 27, which is about four weeks earlier than I have no-

ted the Buff-breasts. Both species are very tame and mingle freely

together while feeding.

Mr. A. Hall, of East Rockport, Ohio, informs me that he met with a

small flock of these birds in riding over the prairies in Nebraska, May 18,

1880, associated with A. bartramius. They were very tame, allowing so

near an approach that they might have been easily killed with stones.

The several specimens obtained were all females. He adds that he ob-

served no strutting or fighting, such as I had described to him as seen by

me in Texas. — G. H. Ragsdale, Gainesville
,
Texas.

N» OiO» Ot CT&Gj 1 1881 s in ,

1007. Among the Buff-breasted Sandpipers.

Ibid., No. 2, p. 4.—The record of a day’s collecting
'

"Notes Nat. Hie„ £

[By F. T. Jencks.];
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Act it is maonl aria .

Ram Island, Swampscott, Mass.

1390 . We found a young Spotted Sandpiper about 1/4 grown and

June 15. still in the down. It was clinging in a crouching attitude

to the face of a rock with one foot stretched bach, the toes

pressed against the rough surface. It allowed itself to be

taken up without moving in the least. John Jeffries thought

that it was in a cataleptic state but W. Jeffries and I be-

lieved that it trusted to its pt-otective gray coloring which

matched that of the rock very closely. The old "Teeters" fol-

lowed us closely during our circuit of the island flying from

rock to rock and peet-weet inp; shrilly and incessantly.

/o7



Copied from Journal.

Massachusetts,

18©2.
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Concord,

1893.

July 16.

Actit is raacularia .

Mass. Nest.

A Spotted Sandpiper nested in our strawberry bed (at the

Buttrick's). The eggs hatched before the pickers came but

the old bird remained about and day after day kept flying

back and forth past the strawberry patch uttering a monotonous

yip , yip and showing the greatest concern at the presence of

children who were picking the berries. I heard the birds'),

plaint up to within two or three days and yesterday Mr. But-

trick found two young nearly grown and able to fly feebly in

the vegetable garden which adjoins the strawberry bed and is

also on the high ground. Prom this it appears that the Spot-

ted Sandpiper does not always (if often) lead her young to

water until they are fully grown (i.e. where they have been

hatched in upland fields).



1 P0O. Penobscot Bay, Maine.
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Act it is macular la .

Peterborough, Hew Hampshire.

1898 , On ray arrival (July 5th) I found a Spotted Sandpiper,

July 5 that evidently had either eggs or young, in a field that had

to
Aug. 15. been laid down to grain near the house. Whenever our little

spaniel crossed this field the Sandpiper would circle low

around him calling oin incessantly in anxious tones and occa-

sionally alighting on a fence post. I saw the bird last on

July 20th.

i
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Notes- Birds of Grand Man.an.
Ohas.H. Andros.

Spotted Sandpiper, (Actitis macularia). The
“Peetevs” are about the only representitives of

this family at present found breeding on the

island, though there maj'- be a very few King

necks left it is extremely doubtful, as they

have been obliged to seek safer homes, from
the incursions of the voracious foxes. The dis-

!

tance to certain of the outlying islands is so
I

short at ebb tide that the foxes have gained
j

access to them, and thus not only have the

ground breeders of the main suffered, but those

on the pregnable islands, owing to the limited

area, are depopulated to even a greater extent,

and the former breeding grounds of the Ring

necks are destroyed. The nidification of the

Sandpiper does not differ from the same in

southern New England.
tis O. XII. Oct. 1887 P./ 7AKAS. II. Andros.
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Birds of Upper St, John.
Batchelder.

97. Tringoides macularius (Linn .) Gray. Spotted Sandpiper.

At Fort Fairfield it was very numerous along the Aroostook River, and

was also noticed in one or two other places. It was abundant along the

rivers at Grand Falls. At Houlton too it was very common.

3U& N.O.O, 7,July, 1882, P.151

Birds within Ten Miles of Poir i
UG Monts, Gan, Qozu©a,u<& Merriam

97. Tringoides macularius. Spotted Sandpiper. — A tolerably

common summer resident.

Bull, N.O.O, 7 ,Oot, 1882 , p.239

Summer Birds Of Bras D’Or Regien
Cape Breton Id, , N . S. J. Dwight, Jr.

9. Actitis macularia.

Auk, 4, Jan., 1887. p.10

An Ornithologist’ s Summer in Labrador
M. Abbott Frazar,

Actitis macularia, Spotted Sandpiper. Com-
mon, and breeding all along the coast where-
ever I visited.

O.&O. XII. Mar. 1887. p. 33

Birds, Haute Island, Bayof Fundy, July
26, 1887. W. L. Bishop, Kentville.N. S„

Spotted Sandpiper, Tringoides macularius
;

common.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.145

SBfflffleT Birds of Sudbury, Ont,
A.H. Aj.berg«r.

263. Spotted Sandpiper. Tolerably com-
mon. Breeds. Fresh clutch of eggs taken
July 1st .

Os&O, 5Sn9a I890, p-87

Dwight. Summer ©f
Prince Kdward Island.,

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. — Generally distributed along
brooks in the open country and fairly common. A nest was found in an
odd situation at Tignish. It was under a decayed log on a boggy slope,
and was carefully lined with bits of rotten wood.

Auk X, Jan, 1893, p.

m .

SO
«_•
> fh

xi a0 sa
o a

•13 $
8-S««

-3
*"*

«co
fcoDC •

u

c
: a
1 -M
o

A
a*

£
A

, c
1

if

A
; w
H
H

. O
A
if

M

1

<

tn

VI.

April,

1889

.

p.U

7

Ank;i

VI.

April.

1880

.

P-

1*



Newfoundland Notes. A Trio up the
Humber Biver, Aug. 10 - Sept, 24, 189©.

r S- Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. — Abundant.

Louis H. Porter, New York City.

Auk, XVII, .Tan., 1900, p. 7/.

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador
by Henry B. Bigelow.

49. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— Very abundant
;
breeds

everywhere along the coast.

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.29.

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 1

By Fleming, James K.
Pt . I

,

Water Birds.
Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.4GI.

104. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— Common summer
resident, April 23 to October 3; earliest nest May 14, latest June 16.

0^ '/xhjsUrvt.
j

a /*} 0'vi/cwt o„

CfadCj X yi Vj^ ct*t,{?oy

Tv. y/ 9
7

'

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— The tip-up is abundant

along the rocky creeks and along the beaches of the surrounding lakes.
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? Summer Birds Tim Pond Me. by F. H. C.

Spotted Sandpiper, {'lringoides macularius). A
f] few seen about the lake.

O.&O. XI. Feb. 1880. p. M'

SummerResidents on South-west
Ooast of Maiae, T. H, Montgomery, Jr.

263. Spotted Sandpiper. Common on the

islands, and along the shore of the mainland.

Hoy,1890, p,16l

I

Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H, 0.
95. lringoides maculdrim, (Spotted Sandpiper).

A number of these birds seen in August and Sep-
tember

;
almost every stream or pond was ten-

anted by a few of these little waders. None were
seen in the country in June.

Q.&O, XI. Deo, 1886. p. 178
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Shelburne, N. H. Aug. 8-29-1865J3.. D.

^UL tu/o^tW . _ cM^-O ^

J Jyv^. <*- 'fjrt'

Rye Beach, N.H. 1869.
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So Rye Reach, N.H. 1871.
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,
v Kye Beach, N.H. July 33=Z4TB85,

1/^1. f VMC j^r t
— ^

OSa az

Wotf'ebp^o.N. H. June. 18-1889.

Summer Birds of Presidential Range,
White Mte. A.F.Chadbournft

i. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.—One was seen on July 8,

1 886, in the Great Gulf on the West Branch of the Peabody River. It

was only a short distance below our camp and at an altitude of about 3100

feet.

Ank, 4, April 1887, *.103

Birds Obsvd. near Holdernese, N.HJune 4-12, ’85, and 4-11, *86, W. Faxon

2. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.—Common.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.149

List ofBirds observed in Franconia, N. H., June 11-21
,
1886 ,

and June

4 to August /, 1887. By Walter Faxon-

x. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper. — Common along the

larger streams. Also seen on Echo Lake.

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.151

Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N. H.

Julyl2-Sept. 4, 1883. F.H.AUen

Actitis macularia.—Not common.

Auk.Vl. Jan., 1889.P. 76 .

Bir4* Ok*. At Moultonboro, N H
JuTr21-Aug.il, 1883. F.H.AUen

Actitis macularia.—A few seen.

Auk, VI. Jan., 1889. p. 78

t!7
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Summer Bds.Mt. Mansfield, Vtr.
2. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— A few seen along the

streams in the valle y.

' XVIXI, Oct., 1901* &, 3 Vo.
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Shore Birds of Cape Cod.

John C. Cahoon.

Spotted Sandpiper, Actitis macularia
,
(Linn.)

Peep, Tip-up, or more commonly Ox Eye on

Cape Cod. An abundant summer resident.

They arrive in pairs as early as the middle of

April and become common by the first or sec-

ond week in May, and a few remain as late as

the second week in October. It is not confined

to the sea shore but is quite evenly distributed

over most portions of the Cape. It commences
to nest about the middle or latter part of May,

and young birds full feathered are seen by the

2nd of July, in a favorable season. They are I

usually found about wet meadow land, pond

streams and pools, but I have found it nesting

in wheat fields at a considerable distance from

any water. From fifty to one hundred pair

breed on Monomoy Island each season. Their

nests are usually placed in the beach grass near

the beach and occasionally on a bunch of dry

sea weed above high water mark on the sandy

beach, and is loosely constructed of dry sea-

weed and grass. It is often a mere depression

in the sand. There are few observers of bird

life in New England who are not familiar with

the “peet-weet” notes of this little wader, and
its curious habits of tipping its body and tail up

and down which has given it the appellation of

“Tip-up,” by which it is best known. The
young birds are able to run about as soon as

they are hatched, and if pursued will often try

to escape by taking to the water, and I have

seen them swim a short distance under the

water near the shore where it was shallow,

their feet touching the bottom and using their

wings as well as their feet to help along their

progress through the water.
(To be continued.)

O.&O. XIII, Sept. 1888 p.132



W. Middlesex Co. Mass. 17

June 25-30, 1889.

Ashby Four birds seen June -'50th on a mud flat in a

mill pond from which the water had been drained off.

^6
S-t^oC »3 -

4- Tringoides macularius. Ratio of incase, say io.

Bull. N, 0,0, 0 tApril, 1881, P, 127

Birds of Bristol County , Mass.
F.W.Andros.

Actitis moctdaWa (Linn.), Spotted Sandpiper.Summer resident, common. Breeds.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.139

Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season

ur. Wincbendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster

5. Actitis macularia.
!

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p. 389

7d<. Ops. near Sheffield, Berkshire
Oy, Mass. Jun* 17-20, ’88. W. Faxon

1. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.—A few seen on the Housa-
tonic River.

Attic,VI. Jan.,

Bds. Obs. near Graylock Mt Berkshire
Co. Mass. June 28 -July IO. W.ifaxcn

1. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— Several seen on Hopper

Brook and Green River, Williamstown.

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.99

(_sC<2^&s£Zr)

<j s _ %,c.

hc^ '7
t

V
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Spotted Sandpiper and Water.— In ‘ The Auk ’ for April, 1915, p.

227, Mr. L. L. Jewel speaks of a crippled Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macu-

laria) diving and swimming under water. I have found this to be a regular

habit in young of the species at Mastic, Long Island. I remember dis-

tinctly the last one I banded at this place, a bird not yet able to fly, which,

when pursued took to the water. I reached down and grabbed it below

the surface where it was swimming with its wings.

In this connection I would like to relate a boyhood experience which I

do not remember ever to have published. While crossing a small bay at

Far Rockaway, Long Island, a Spotted Sandpiper was observed flying ex-

citedly about close to the surface. Its actions were inexplicable until

suddenly a hawk swooped to it from out of the sky somewhere. The Sand-

piper dropped upon the surface where it lay limp as though dead. After

making one or two more unsuccessful swoops the hawk departed. When
approached the Sandpiper first sat up like a little duck, then rose and flew

ashore.— J. T. Nichols, New York City.

AvJi x** / i- • ff 3 &&
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Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C.H.Merriam.

148 .— Tringoides macularius (.Linn ,) Gray . Spotted Sandpiper.

—

Tolerably common summer resident.

Bull N.O.O, e,Oct, 1881, P, 234

Spotted Sandpiper.

—

July 12, ’82. Saw

a Sandpiper (probably the spotted) with

something that looked like a minnow in its

bill. Do they eat fish %— G. II. Wilder,

Syracuse, JST.qF&q. V 111 . Mar. 1883. pA*

Arrivals ofMigY
Central Park.N.Y

May 10, Actitis mandarin, (263). Spotted Sand-
piper.

O.&O. XI,Aug.1886. p. 125

Bds. Obs. at Little and Great Gull Is-

lands. N.Y. Aug. ’88 B.H.DutcbfT,

9 . Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.—The ‘Tip-ups’ were very

numerous, continually feeding around the shores of both islands, and at

low tide flying along from rock to rock, stopping a moment on the top of

each to pick up insects. 1 was informed that they bred on Great Gull,

Chas. B. Field showing me a place where he found a nest in the earlier

part of the season.

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. / ,

B|rds TlOga Co, N.Y. Aides Loriug.

557. Spotted Sandpiper. Common. Breeds.
I
Lives on small bugs, lamprey eels and worms.
Builds on the ground under a stone or tussock
of grass. The eggs are a “yellowish-drab
color spotted and blotched with umber and
sienna.” The usual measurement is 1 2-8 in.

by 7-8 in.

j

f 0, *0, XY, June, 1890, p.86

it-** ^
iCuf ^ M 0 <1

2 * tr ^ 3 o •

Spotted Sandpiper. Not common.

E. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa.
Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.298.

ccij Tjby,
Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.— A rather common summer

resident; it was last seen Sept. 16.

Attk 27.July -1910 p.

/Z-V



368 Dwight, Moult of North American Shore Birds. fAuk
LOct.

THE MOULT OF THE NORTH AMERICAN SHORE
BIRDS (LIMICOL^E).

BY DR. JONATHAN DWIGHT, JR.

The Limicolae of North America constitute a large group of

closely related species which also greatly resemble each other in

their successive plumages and moults. Probably the best known

of them are the Sandpipers, Yellow-legs, Curlews, Plovers, and

others included under the popular name of ‘ Bay-snipe ’ which

frequent our seashores, although the Woodcock and the Snipe

may be more familiar acquaintances to the average sportsman.

They are all birds of strong flight, and the bulk of them, breed-

ing in Arctic regions, push southward in flocks in the autumn

and again northward in the spring. In their migration many

of them cross the equator in both hemispheres, some even reach-

ing Patagonia and South Africa. As a result of this long line

of migration, in some species, thousands of miles in length, they

appear to tarry but for a brief period on the journey, so that in

most cases we know little of their plumages other than their

migration dress, and still less of the moults by which changes

are effected. In fact, so little has been known that belief in

extensive color changes in old feathers, especially in cosmopolitan

species, has prevailed, although such belief now proves to be

groundless because contrary to facts which, it may be said, are

none too well known. The reasons are not far to seek. There

is a great scarcity in collections of birds which show actual moult,

and there is an even greater scarcity of adults in winter plumage,

so it has escaped notice that young birds and old, after a certain

period in the fall, are practically indistinguishable, and, what

is more, males and females assume an almost identical plumage.

This sometimes renders difficult an explanation of the midwinter

moult which takes place, apparently in all species. It is un-

doubtedly complete, to the flight-feathers and tails in most young

birds, and apparently is confined to the body-feathers in adults,

although it is possible that some species undergo a complete

moult in adults as well as young.
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Spotted Sandpipek, ( Tringoides macu-
larius.) Everywhere abundant. It is the

only species, except the Killdeer, which
nests in great numbers, along these shores.

The eggs are not easy to find, resembling

the earth on which they are laid, and the

bird must first be flushed to surely find

the spot. April 19th—I obtained a set of
! six Crow’s eggs, on 12th, and yesterday, a

set of five, far advanced in incubation. Is

not this quite early? No Bluebird’s eggs,

or even nests, yet.—7A AL Talbot, Jack-

son Bank, Providence, R. I. _ , ,

Q. &Q. IX.May.l884.p.fT.

The familiar notes of the Spotted Sand-

piper are heard throughout the season.

Their nests are simple structures of root-

lets, with the eggs lying with small ends

together. Their nests are usually found

in spme old cultivated field, independent

of its proximity to water.

* %H.&.
o.&o,jx. Ofrfr.iea^p. jaf-

Limicol ae in Bristol County.
H. F. Dexter, Dartmouth, Mass.

Spotted Sandpiper, Tringoides macularius.

A common summer resident, breeding in all

portions of the county, building its nest with-

out regard to its proximity to water.

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1837 p.148



_ . _ Auk, XV, Jan., 1898, p.6'2.
spotted Sandpiper removing its Young.—A clearly observed case of

the Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia ) removing its young by flight

recently came under my notice, and I place it upon record, as such
instances are rarely seen, though they are, perhaps, of tolerably frequent
occurrence, as in the case of the Woodcock.
Last summer, in the month of July, I frequently landed on a little rocky

islet near the head of the Saguenay River, shortly after it issues from
Lake St. John. Each time a Spotted Sandpiper showed much concern for
her young, which were often seen running about and were a few days old.

On one of these occasions, the mother ran ahead of me to a point of rocks
near which I stopped to fish. A few moments later she flew, circling in

the usual manner, and as she passed in front of me and within a few feet,

I saw one of the young beneath her body, apparently clasped by her
thighs

;
its head was directed forward, somewhat outstretched, and was

seen with perfect distinctness. The parent’s legs were apparently hanging
down as she flew, though I am not positive that what I saw were not the
legs of the young. The mother was in sight for about sixty yards, flying

heavily and silently, and landed on a large island, though I could not see
her at the moment of alighting.— J. C. Merrill, Washington , D. C.

1174. Spotted Sandpiper Swimming. By H. A. Kline. Ibid., No. 8,

Sept. 16, p. 145. For. & Stream, Vol. XXVII

908. Under Water. By W. D. Z. Ibid., p. 444.— Tringoides macu-

larius swimming under water.
'Jgp..

' ,tr©. m, XXII
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The Long-billed Curlew has forsaken our shore
entiiely, save a few stray birds which drop in upon us about the
fiist of September, or a small flock is started in some remote and
sequestered beach. They rarely venture upon the uplands, as I

can remember them doing years ago. None of the family ever
visit us in the spring now-a-days

;
it is only in their autumnal

migrations that they favor us with a visit, and even now flocks
are seen passing over the country high in the air 'and steering due

cuAz. /a.v/-

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.
Hypothetical List.

A

u

a
, XXI xx, Oct., 1906

, p . 453

.

16 . Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew.— There has
been considerable confusion in the identification of the three curlews cred-
ited to the Great Lakes; a very careful search has failed to find any authen-
tic specimen from this region of the Long-billed Curlew; I have however
found the Hudsonian Curlew so named, and the Eskimo Curlew marked
Hudsonian There is in the museum of Toronto University a correctly
i ratified Long-billed Curlew, but the collection is a general one, and the
bird may have come from anywhere. Prof. Hincks gives it in his list, and
one was sent to Pans; there are none in any Ontario collections I have
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Shore Birds of Oape Cod.
JohnC.Cahoon.

Long-billed Curlew, Numenius longirostris,

(Wils.) A rare spring and autumn migrant.

On the 27th of August, 1883, 1 saw two of these
j

birds on the “Quivet Marsh” at Brewster, but

was unable to get within shooting distance of

them. Several seasons ago an uncle of mine

while on a marsh at Harwich in early autumn,

saw three of these birds fly over the marsh and

easily distinguished them by length and curve

of their bills. This is the latest record I have

of their occurrence. About thirty years ago it

was very common in fall migrations and was

not uncommon as late as twelve years ago. It

is the largest as well as the most wary of the

shore birds that visit the Cape. It cannot be

mistaken for any of the other species on ac-

count of its greater size and length of bill. Its

bill, which is from four to eight inches long

and considerably curved towards the end, has

given to it the name of “Sickle-bill,” by which

it is best known on the Atlantic coast. I have

one in my cabinet whose bill is nearly eight

inches in length and this was the greatest

length of any in a series of sixty specimens

taken in Florida. Its habits and food are simi-

lar to the species next to be mentioned.

O.&O. XIII. Oct. 1888 p. 163
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Shore Birds of Cape Cod.
JohnC.Cahoon.

Long-billed Curlew, Numenius longirostris,

(Wils.) A rare spring and autumn migrant.

On the 27th of August, 1883, 1 saw two of these

birds on the “Quivet Marsh” at Brewster, but
j

was unable to get within shooting distance of

them. Several seasons ago an uncle of mine

while on a marsh at Harwich in early autumn,

saw three of these birds fly over the marsh and

easily distinguished them by length and curve

of their bills. This is the latest record I have

of their occurrence. About thirty years ago it

was very common in fall migrations and was

not uncommon as late as twelve years ago. It

is the largest as well as the most wary of the

shore birds that visit the Cape. It cannot be

mistaken for any of the other species on ac-

count of its greater size and length of bill. Its

bill, which is from four to eight inches long

and considerably curved towards the end, has

given to it the name of “Sickle-bill,” by which

it is best known on the Atlantic coast. I have

one in my cabinet whose bill is nearly eight

inches in length and this was the greatest

length of any in a series of sixty specimens

taken in Florida. Its habits and food are simi-

lar to the species next to be mentioned.

O.&O. XIII. Oct. 1888 p. 153
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Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. — At Jamestown on

September 9, 1S97, a single bird, sex unknown, was taken by Thomas R.

Stetson on the edge of Round Swamp. The bird I obtained and is now
in the collection of Mr. William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass.

/£- (A
1 Auk, XVI, April, 1899, pp fo-
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jq6 Numenius longirostris. Long-b^leb Curi-ew. - A-specimen

Was shot near Plattsburg, on Lake Cha.Bplam.jeveral jears_ago^_

Hull. N. O. Q. 7, Ootj 1882, p.256

Long Island Bird Notes N. T.Lawrence

15. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew.—My experience

with this bird in the vicinity of Far Rockaway is to find it more uncom-

mon than the preceding, having but two records during the same period

of time. The first, a female, was killed on the ocean front of the outer

beach, in company with a flock of Bartram’s Sandpipers (
Bartramia

longicauda ), August 20, 1873. The second was shot on the salt meadow,

August 26, 1885. I might mention here that the Numenius hudsonicus is

common, the flight generally taking place from the 10th to the end ot

Juiy- Ank, 2. July, 1886. p.273

Dutcher, Bare Long Island Birds.

Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew.—Two specimens are

in the collection, labelled “Rockaway Meadows.” Of this species Col.

Pike says : “I have shot hundreds of these birds, and fifty years ago they

were very plentiful. On ‘Foster’s Meadows’ I always met with them. In

the last twenty-five years they seem to have disappeared, and I have not

met a single individual. *The location of the two specimens in the collec-

tion is all right.”

Auk X. July, 1893 p 272 .

General Notes

A Specimen of Numenius arquatus Said to have been Taken on Long
Island, N. Y. I he collection of the New York State Museum contains a
specimen of Curlew labelled il

iNumenius longirostris
, Long-billed Curlew,

male, taken on Long Island in 1853.” The specimen proves to be a
European Curlew

(Numenius arquatus'). Mr. William Dutcher has com-
paied the specimen with specimens of Numenius arquatus in the American
Museum of Natural History in New York City, and says there is not the
slightest doubt that the bird belongs to that species. This being the case,
the statement on the label that the bird was taken on Long Island
becomes an interesting one. Mr. Brewster, Mr. Ridgway and Dr. Mer-
liam infoim me that, so far as they know, the species has never been
ecorded as occurring in an American locality.

The annual reports of the New York State Museum (or Cabinet) record
but three specimens of Long-billed Curlew, Numenius longirostris, as
having been received into the State collection, viz., one specimen (with-
out data of any kind) recorded in the 1st Report, p. 17, 1848; one male,
recorded as part of the De Rham collection, 4th Report, p. 36, 1851 ; one
male, 1 ecorded in the 7th Report, p. 17, 1854. This last specimen was re-
ceived in 1853 as it is recorded in ‘-Appendix A. Catalogue of the quad-

numucrs. 1UC w lm is. vvtto uj nu . jijjAyt.1 l___ 1 , ,, ^
employ of the museum, and at a time when Mr. Gebhard was connected
with the institution. On account of the position which he held— that of
guide — Mr. Gebhard’s eyes were upon the collection almost every day.
Under such circumstances it is hardly possible that there could have been
any confusion of labels without attracting his attention. — Wm. B.
Marshall, New York State Museum

, Albany , N. ) .

The above notes were read at the last Congress of the American Orni-
thologists’ Union, November, 1891, and the specimen in question also was
exhibited. The identity of the specimen being beyond question, the only
other point to be decided is, whether the claim that it was taken in North
America is well founded. In addition to the facts submitted above by Mr.
Marshall, he also found in the Comptroller’s Office in Albany, a bill made
by James A. Hurst, dated June 8, 1853, for certain specimens of mammals,
birds, etc., among which is this item, “Long-billed Curlue, male, very
fine, $5.00.” Mr. Hurst who sold this specimen to the State Museum
was in the ensploy of the State Cabinet at the date of the bill and for
many years afterward in the capacity of taxidermist. It is evident neither
Mr. Gebhard, the curator, nor Mr. Hurst, the taxidermist, were aware
that the specimen added to the collection at that time was the European



Albinisti© Plumages. R. Deane,

34. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew. — Specimens

cited in Naumann’s “ Naturgesch. der Vogel Deutschl.,” and in London

“ Field ” ofMarch 26, 1870 (Merrill).

Bull, N.O.O* 5, Jan,, X880, P.29

Shufeldt on the Osteology of Numenius longirostris. |j—Besides a

detailed account of the osteology of Numenius longirostris
,

illustrated

with two beautiful plates, the comparisons of the ostological characters of
this species with those of many other Limicoline birds add greatly to

the value of this excellent monograph.—J. A. A.

Auk, a, April, 1886. p.20#\

Ij
Osteology of Numenius longirostris, with Notes upon the Skeletons of other Amer-

ican Limicote. By R. W. Shufeldt, Capt. Med. Corps U. S. Army [etc.]. Journ.
Anat. & Phvs., Vol. XIX, Oct. 1884, pp. 51-82, pi. iv and v.


