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NoUs o* Birds of ©’•and Ban’ 
B. Li.Newco^ut . - 187d 

“ September 15. Made tlie coast of Nova Scotia, —the first land seen for six¬ 

teen days. It looked good.- Gannets (Sida bassana). in winter plumage com¬ 

mon all day along the coast ; 
Strange to say, these Gannets are called by their right name. 

BuILN.O.O. 4, April, 1879, p.128 

Birds -within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Comeau&Merriam 

125. Sula bassana. Gannet.—Occasional. I have found it breed¬ 

ing in numbers at the west end of Anticosti, but do not think it nests 
farther up in the Gulf. 

Bull. N. Q. Q, 7, Oct, 1882. p, 240 

An Ornithologist’s Summer in Labrador 
M. Abbott Frazar, 

Sula bassana, Gannet. About forty miles to 

the westward of Esquimaux Point, is Mingan, 

where a small colony of Gannets have theii 

nesting place, and from careful inquiry, I am 

positive that there are no other colonies, at 

least, as far as the Straits of Belle Isle. But 

after the breeding season, the birds were rather 

common all along the coast. 

O.&o. XII. Feb. 1887. p. /Jf, 

Birds of Magdalen islands. 
Dr. L.B.Bishop. 

r3- Sula bassana. Gannet.—Breeds abundantly on the Bird Rocks. 
The fishermen and others collect large numbers of Murres’ and Gannets’ 
eggs almost daily during the breeding season. 

Auk, VI. April, 1880. p. 146 

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 

23. Sula bassana. Gannet.—We saw three or four near Belle Isle on 

the way north, but no more anywhere along the coast. 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.27. 

Sula bassana. Gannet.—An adult flew directly over the 

steamer half way between Ingonish and Sydney on September 1 

Several were seen south of Cape Breton on August 17. 

XX///( OcrjlA, f t*j O (s ( ja „ lji3. 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 24(2) 
By James H.Fleming. 
Pt.I, Water Birds. 

Auk, XXIII, Oe ,., 1906, p.443. 
24. Sula bassana. Gannet.— A young bird taken in 1861 at 

Oshawa, 34 miles east of Toronto, is in the museum of Toronto University } 

2 Canadian Journal, VII, 1862, 239. 



#01. 
0 . M.e€^C4riryV>, 

Common Gannets have been common, and 

were noted as abundant on the outside about 

the 14tli of April. 
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Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
±jiras u C.H.Merriam. 

170. Sula bassana(Z,/»».) Bnss 

from the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

Gannet.—Accidental straggler 

Bua n.o.o. a.oct, X88i, p, 235 

Occurrence of the Gannet (Sula bassana) in Northern New 

York.— On the lOtli of last December a strange bird was seen swim¬ 

ming in the Grasse River at Canton, New York, about eighteen miles 

from the St. Lawrence River. It was apparently in an exhausted con¬ 

dition. It remained in the vicinity, and was soon caught alive by a person 

who sold it to my brother, J. C. Lee. By him it was identified as the 

Common Gannet (Sula bassana). It was very weak and unable to fly, 

but would walk across the floor, and occasionally stretch and flap its 

wings. It was evidently suffering from hunger, but it refused to eat any¬ 

thing placed before it, fish being unobtainable. It died during the follow¬ 

ing night. It was a male, and not more than two or three years old, 

according to DeKay’s description. The measurements almost exactly 

coincided with those given by DeKay. 

The occurrence of this sea-bird in a region so far from the ocean is 

remarkable, but he evidently followed up the course of the St. Lawrence 

River from the Gulf and the breeding places of the species in Labrador. 

— Leslie A. Lee, Brunswick, Me. 

Bull. N.O.O. 5, July, 1880, p. /<?0 . 

363. Another Gannet (Sula bassana) from the interior «f New York 

State. By C. Hart Merriam, M. D. Ibid., VI, p. 96.—The “Cormorant 

y 1 -fi i'f (Graculus carbomentioned at p. 39, Vol. VI, of the O. and O. (see 

above, No. 302) as shot at Saratoga Lake announced to be really Sula 

bassana! 
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The Ganitet, Tula bassana, or Solan 

Goose.—Gannets are met with in Iceland, 

the Faroe Isles, on the coast of Norway, 

and on the Atlantic and Pacific shores of 

North America. They are constant resi¬ 

dents in the British Isles, where the prin¬ 

cipal breeding places are Lundy Isle, St. 

Kilda, and the Bass Rock. The last 

named being the most generally known. It 

is situated in the Firth of Forth opposite 

to Canty Bay. Solan Geese, as the Gannets 

are usually termed, visit the Bass early in the 

Spring, stay to breed and leave in October. 

The Bass Rock during the breeding 

season is certainly a sight to delight the 

heart of an ornithologist. Many thou¬ 

sands of Gannets, Gulls, X. fuscus, X. 

argentatMs. and X. tridactyla, Guillemots, 

tf. troile and Puffins, Fratercula arctica, 

breed upon its magnificent cliffs. The 

Gannets build their nests upon the flat 

surface of the rock, the Gulls and Guille¬ 

mots occupy the ledges, and the Puffins 

make use of the deepest holes they can 

find. Before landing upon the Bass Rock 

leave must be obtained from the keeper. 

The landing place is at the entrance to the 

old fort which held out so long' for James 

II. Certain j>arts of the surface of the 

rock are almost completely covered by the 

nests of the Gannets. The cries of the 

Gulls and the peculiar “grog,” “grog” of 

the Solan Geese almost deafen the visitor. 

The Gannets are very tame and permit 

strangers to walk among them, and even 

in some instances to handle them. The 

Solan Goose lays one large white egg, but 

it soon becomes a dirty yellow color. The 

young bird when hatched has a black skin, 

which soon becomes covered with pure 

white down. Later it assumes a black 

plumage, which finally changes to the white 

of the mature bird. 

Large numbers of the fresh eggs are 

collected, sent to London and sold as deli¬ 

cacies for invalids. Many thousands of 

the young birds are shot and salted 

and used as food during the Winter. The 

old birds are often captured by means of 

fish nailed on pieces of wood, which are 

then placed in the sea. The Solan Goose 

seeing the fish on the surface of the water, 

drops from a great height upon it and 

breaks its neck by the force of the con¬ 

cussion. It is very interesting to watch 

Gannets fishing. They can perceive a 

fish from a great distance and drop like a 

flash upon their prey. They are very use¬ 

ful to fishermen, who learn where the 

shoals of fish are by seeing them fishing. 

They are very voracious, and the quantity 

of fish required for their support must be 

very great indeed. Gannets attain a good 

old age. Several have bred on the Bass 

Rock for over thirty years.—J. T. T. Reed, 

liyhope, Durham Go., England. 

0.&O. VIII. Apr. 1383. p.Jo 

701. The Gannetr Tula \_sic~] bassana, or Solan Goose. By J. T. T. Q, & O^VoifVIII 

Reed. Ibid., p. 30.— Its habits, etc., as observed in England. 
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THE AUK: 
A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF 

ORNITHOLOGY. 

vol. v. April, 1888. No. 2. 

THE BIRD ROCKS OF THE GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE 

IN 1887. 

BY FREDERIC A. LUCAS. 

Three hundred and thirty-two years ago Jacques Cartier, voy¬ 

aging in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, wrote as follows : “We came 

to three islands, two of which are as steep and upright as any 

wall, so that it was not possible to climb them, and between 

them there is a little rock. These islands were as full of birds 

as any meadow is of grass, which there do make their nests, and 

in the greatest of them there was a great and infinite number of 

those that we call Margaulx, that are white and bigger than any 

geese, which were severed in one part. In the other were only 

Godetz, but toward the shore there were of those Godetz and 

great Apponatz, like to those of that island that we above have 

mentioned ; we went down to the lowest part of the least island, 

where we killed above a thousand of those Godetz and Appon¬ 

atz. We put into our boats so many of them as we pleased, for 

in less than one hour we might have filled thirty such boats of 

them. We named them the Islands of Margaulx.” 

While this description, as well as the sentences which immedi¬ 

ately precede it, contains some statements that apparently are at 

variance with existing facts, there is nevertheless good reason to 

believe that Cartier here refers to the Bird Rocks in the Gulf of 
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The Booby Gannet (Sula fiber) in Massachusetts. — In my Cata¬ 

logue of the Birds of New England, I felt constrained to put the Booby Gan¬ 

net in the purgatory of the “not proven.” It had been mentioned by Mr. 

Putnam, but all traces of evidence to authorize its retention had been lost. 

It had also been given in Mr. Linsley’s list, but erroneously. It is not a 

species whose appearance could be looked for with any confidence, but 

then the list of Massachusetts birds abounds in the appearance of quite a 

number of such unlooked for visitors. On the 17th of September, 1878, a 

fine male specimen of the Sula fiber was shot on Cape Cod, and brought 

to the Boston market. It is now in the possession of my neighbors, 

Edward O. and Outram Bangs. — T. M. Brewer, Boston, Mass. 

BulL N.O.O. 4, July. 1879, p. /?/. 

.Pi Sj .. 
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Sconnett Point, R.I. 
April 16-21, 1890. 

Two or three specimens seen nearly every day. They fre¬ 
quently came in within one or two hundred yards of the shore. 
All observed were adult birds. They appeared to be very shy, 
never coming anywhere near any of the boats. I frequently saw 
them plunge down into the water for fish, and sometimes my at¬ 
tention would be'> ifttracted to the bird by the white spray thrown 

up when it struck' the water. 

Distribution of New England Birds. - 
A Reply to Dr,Brewer. pA.A.Pnrcie. 

^ /2( amt s ^ ^ it. .—. U ^ 

Sula fiber. Booby Gannet. — “ Guilford,” Conn., Linsley (1. c.). 

“September. Rare.” Essex Co., F. W. Putnam. (Proc. Ess. Inst., Vol. 

I, 1856.) Both these cases are cited by Dr. Coues in his Birds of New 

England, and the last by C. J. Maynard. (Naturalist’s Guide, 1870.) 

Bull, N.O.O. 2. Jan., 1877. p. /*/. 



Butcher, Rare Long Island Birds. 

Sula sula. Booby.—This specimen is in immature plumage and was 

mounted by Mr. Akhurst from a bird in the flesh. It is labelled : “Shot 

on Moriches Bay,” and was presented by Mr. H. G. Reeve. 

Auii X. July, 1893 p 270. 
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6i. Rkynchops niff,-a in the Bay of Fundy. By Geo. A. Boardman. 

, p. T3, August, 1879.— Visit of a “large flock” of these birds to 
locality ** a few weeks since”. Qologi&t 



The Black Skimmer (Rhynchops nigra) in New England. •—The 

only record of this species occurring in New England was given by Lins- 

ley, in 1843, in his Catalogue of the Birds of Connecticut; but since 

then writers have considered that it was given without sufficient proof. 

Under date of August 20, 1879, Mr. Charles I. Goodale writes me that 

three specimens of the Black Skimmer were shot at Sandwich, Cape Cod, 

Mass., on the 19th inst., and that the next day a fourth specimen was killed 

off Pettock’s Island, Boston Harbor, which latter bird he has preserved. 

My friend, Mr. Geo. A. Boardman, of Milltown, St. Stephens, N. B., 

under date of 31st August, 1879, writes me that there had been a flight 

of Skimmers in his locality,. and that seven specimens had been killed 

off Grand Menan and Campobello Island, and that they were seen at St. 

Andrews, at the head of Passamaquoddy Bay. On the same date, while 

sailing some ten miles from shore off Saco, Maine, I saw a single bird, un¬ 

doubtedly of this species, flying rapidly along the surface of the water. 

Is it not a little strange that a bird that has escaped our observations for 

years should appear so suddenly, and at various points along the coast 

from Cape Cod to the Bay of Fundy ? — Kuthven Deane, Cambridge, 
Mass. Bull N. O. C. I, Oct., 1879. P. IVJ . 

It was at this time that the Black Skimmers were taken near 

Eastport, and recorded in the Bulletin (Vol. IV, p. 242). The occurrence 

of all these Southern species so far from their usual range must be attrib¬ 

uted to their having been blown north by a southerly storm, which com¬ 

menced as far south as the West Indies about the 16th of August, and 

raged along the entire coast, reaching the Maine shore two days later. 

The storm was particularly severe off the Virginia coast, and Mr. William 

Brewster, who collected on Cobb’s Island, off Norfolk, in September, in¬ 

forms me that the scarcity of a number of species which are generally com¬ 

mon there was caused by their having been blown^north by the gale of 

the previous month. a ^ / • / 
/l. Z/f . 

BulLN.O.C. 5, Ja»., 1880, p, (,//. 

The Black Skimmer in Massachusetts. — Prof. Baird, in a letter 

dated August 23, informs me that, having occasion to visit Wood’s Holl 

(Falmouth, Mass.) a few days previous, he saw there a young example of 

Rynchops nigra, which had been shot at that place on the 19th of that 

month, by a son of Rev. Dr. Hiram Carleton, an Episcopal minister resi¬ 

dent in the village. This example is to be presented to the New Eng¬ 

land Collection of the Boston Society of Natural History. — T. M. 

Brewer, Boston, Mass. Bali. N. 0.0. 4, Oot., 1879, p 2 VJ . 

Rhynchops nigra.—An early Record for the Massachusetts 

Coast. — Champlain,* while cruising along the sandy shores of Cape 

Cod on a voyage of exploration in July, 1605, makes mention of the 

Black Skimmer, as his narration, p. 87, shows. 

“ We saw also a sea-bird with a black beak, the upper part slightly 

aquiline, four inches long and in the form of a lancet; namely, the 

lower part representing the handle and the upper the blade, which is 

thin, sharp on both sides, and shorter by a third than the other; which 

Circumstance is a matter of astonishment to many persons, who cannot 

comprehend how it is'possible for this bird to eat with such a beak. 

It is of the size of a pigeon, the wings being very long in proportion to 

the body, the tail short,_ as also the legs, which are red; the feet being 

small and flat. The plumage on the upper part is gray-brown, and on 

the under part pure white. They go always in flocks along the sea¬ 

shore, like the pigeons with us.” 

That this species was found on our shores early in this century is 

proved by the older natives of the Cape telling me, since the bird’s recent 

occurrence, that “them cutwater or shearwater birds used to be with us 

summer times.” Also Mr. Brewster informs me that Nantucket fishermen 

assert that Skimmers bred on Muskegat Island fifty years ago. — H. A. 

Purdie, Ne-wton, Mass. 

* Voyages of Samuel de Champlain, translated from the French by Charles Pomeroy 
Otis, Ph.D., with historical illustrations, and a Memoir, by Rev. Edmund F. Slafter A 
M. Vol. II, 1604-1610, Boston, published by Prince Society, 1878. 



General Notes. 

Rare Visitants to the Connecticut River Valley in iSg3.—Rynchops 

nigra. During the prevalence of an unusually severe gale the latter part 

of August, a Black Skimmer was found invest Springfield, Mass., in an j ^ ■ 
exhausted condition, and taken by 

Auk XI. April. 1894 p. 181 
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Birds of Oneida County, New York. 
Egbert Bagg. 

Rynchops nigra.—I have lately examined a specimen of this bird in a 

tax.de,mists shop m Utica, which was brought in in the fall of 1893 

(October .) and reported to have been killed near Whitesboro. Baird 

Brewer, and R.dgway say of this species: “It is never known to be 

driven astray by any storm, however violent.” 

Ank XL April. 1894 p. 102 



Florida, 
Ganaverel, 
Mar 7-15 

Banana Greek, 

Several small flocks seen at midday flying about over the 
broad bays, andy, on one or two occasions, I heard their note at 
night. They fly in close clusters only a few feet above the water 
the flock doubling and twisting at frequent intervals, like Waders 
The long wings lash the air incessantly. They can be readily dis¬ 
tinguished from any other birds at almost any distance by the pe¬ 
culiarity just noted. 

I3S9- Black Skimmer in New Jersey. Bv I. N. D. Hason. Ibid., No. 

6, Sept, i, p. 105.—Two seen at Atlantic City. JpOr, Sg Stream. YoI.XXIa I 



Observations on Birds of Gulf Coast 
of Florida. W.E.D. Scott, 

Nesting of the Black Skimmer. 

BY CHAS. S. SHICK. 

Rynchops nigra. Black Skimmer. —An abundant migrant and com¬ 

mon resident at points visited on the Gulf Coast. Many breed at suitable 

localities. 

In concluding my remarks on the Gulls and Terns of the Gulf Coast, I 

wish to present to the reader some facts that have only recently been fully 

authenticated by me, and which of course contradict in a certain sense 

some of the foregoing remarks as to the points at which certain of the 

species enumerated breed. Having heard of the wholesale destruction of 

the Gulls and Terns on their breeding grounds at the mouth of Tampa 

Bay on Passage Key, and on the low sand islands and bars off Pass Agrilie, 

I determined to look into the matter. I was familiar with both breeding 

places where only a few years ago countless hosts of Terns, Gulls, and 

Black Skimmers nested. 

On July 2 of the present year I sent Mr. W. S. Dickinson and Mr. 

Parkes to carefully look over these breeding grounds and to report to me 

in detail. For this work Mr. Dickinson was well fitted and capable, hav¬ 

ing had very considerable experience, working with me and under my 

direction for an entire year. 

The two gentlemen were gone six days and though the results of the 

expedition were negative in one sense, they were conclusive and positive 

in another. 

Not a Tern of any kind was found breeding or with young at any of the 

points in question. The only Terns seen were about fifty Sterna maxima, 

a number of S', antiliar um, twelve or fifteen Forster’s or Common Terns 

that were so wild that it was impossible to identify them, and a flock of 

some three hundred H. nigra surinamensis. About fifty Black Skimmers 

were breeding and had fresh eggs on the beach near Pass Agrilie, and 

a dozen were found nesting at Passage Key. 

This was all that was left of a breeding colony that had once numbered 

its tens of thousands, and the evidence tells its own story. 

Not a single Cabot’s Tern was seen where they had once bred in great 

numbers, and the birds that were seen were so wild and shy as to make 

identification a very difficult task. 

These results have been brought about by the persecutions of plume 

hunters, for there had been great demand for the Terns for hats, and by 

the depredations of egg hunters from Manatee, who find this a point from 

which in years gone by they have been able to supply the markets of the 

towns near by with eggs for food. 

The only Gulls that were noted on this expedition were a few Laughing 

Gulls. 

These breeding grounds are all easily accessible from Point Pinullas 

and Prof. H. A. Smeltz, a resident till recently of that locality, assures me 

that he has known the plume hunters of that region to ship to the New 

York dealers seven barrels of plumes and flat skins in a single week during 

the breeding season of the Herons, Gulls, and Terns; and I know person¬ 

ally of a contract made by a New York house with two men of that local¬ 

ity for 30,000 Terns’ skins to be delivered during a single season. 

The methods of the egg hunters are of too great interest to be passed 

over. The beaches where Terns’ and Gulls’ eggs were laid in great quan¬ 

tities, were carefully scraped with boards used as brushes. All the fresh 

eggs were selected after being swept into the water and those that had 

been incubated allowed to drift away with the tide. But the work was 

really done so that the egg robber might the next day get all the eggs 

that had been laid in the interval. . 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.376 -317. 

This truly singular bird is the only species of 

its genus hitherto discovered, ft is very sin¬ 

gular in appearance, and the odd conformation 

of its bill has excited much surprise among the 

leading ornithologists of the world. 

The Black Skimmer (.Rhynckops nigra), de¬ 

rives its name from the habit it has of skim¬ 

ming, while on the wing, the surface of the 

ocean for its food, which consists of shrimps, 

small fish, etc. 

It breeds in great numbers on the low sand¬ 

bars and dry, flat sands on the coast of New 

Jersey. The Skimmers make their appearance 

early in May and remain till the latter part of 

September. 

They commence to lay early in June, the 

nests being a mere hollow in the dry sand. 

The female generally lays three eggs, although 

I have found numerous sets of four. The eggs 

are oval in shape, of a clear white color, spot¬ 

ted and blotched with brownish black, inter¬ 

mixed with others of a pale lilac color. 

On their arrival in the spring, they form 

themselves into small societies; ten or fifteen 

pairs frequently breeding within twenty-five 

yards of each other. Of the seventy-five or 

more sets observed by me, during 1885 and 

1886, seven sets contained four eggs each, 

while the rest were composed of three eggs 

each. Some of these sets were very odd in 

markings. 

O.& O. XII, July 1867 p. 101. 

On a Collection of Ego-s 
Georgia. H.B. Bailed from 

I00. Rhynchops nigra. Black SKiMMER.-Eggs three; laid on high 

sand near the sea. June 18. 

BulLN.O.Oo 8, Jan, 1883, p,42 

n 





The Ivory Gull (Pagofhila eburnea) at St. John, New Bruns¬ 

wick.—I am indebted to M. Chamberlain, Esq., for permission to announce 

the recent capture of an Ivory Gull at St. John, New Brunswick. The 

bird, which was in immature plumage, was shot in the harbor near the 

city in November, 18S0. The skin was afterwards forwarded to the Smith¬ 

sonian Institution where it was identified. _ 

In a hurried glance through the various New England lists I do not find 

the species anywhere mentioned, excepting by Herrick, who gives it (Bui . 

Essex Inst., Vol. V, 1873) as a “ winter visitant” at Grand Menan. The 

occurrence of the present specimen so near our eastern border is therefore 

of no little interest.- William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Bull, N.O.Oi July, 1881. P. 

Birds within Ten Miles of Point 
deMonts, Gan.. Coxaeau&Merriam 

135. Pagopliila eburnea. Ivory Gull.—Very rare. Mr. Comeau 

shot a male in April, 1877, at Point de Monts. The specimen was presented 

to the Museum at Bersimis Mission, where it is now preserved. 

Bnii N. Q. 0, 7, Oct, IQ82, p, 241 

1158. Occurrence of the Ivory Gull at Halifax, [iV. 5\]. By J. 

Mathew Jones. Ibid., No. 25, July 15, p. 487. X Or, Sit Str©0J21» *Volv X 

1 Mcllwraith, Birds of Ontario, 1894, 42. 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By James H.Fleming. 

Pt.I, Water Birds. 
Auk, XXIII, Get., 1906, P-44J", 

11 Pagophila alba. Ivory Gull.-One specimen taken by Mr. 

Wm.' Loan on December 25 (1887 ?), and still in his possession. This> is an 

immature bird heavily spotted with black. There is reason to believe that 

this gull is probably a regular visitor m winter to Lake Ontario. 



The Ivory Gull (Pagophila alba) at Portland, Maine. On January 4, 

1918, Mr. Walter H. Rich of this city informed me that he had on this 

day observed an Ivory Gull off Commercial wharf well up .Portland Har¬ 

bor; the following day, January 5, with Mr. Rich I visited the water 

front, and we soon had the bird under observation, watching it for an 

hour. Once it came within twenty yards of the end of the wharf, and 

lighted on a large ice cake, affording a perfect opportunity for full 

identification. 
The deeply incised webs of the black feet were distinctly visible and were 

very noticeable. It was an immature bird and at this close range the brown¬ 

ish tips of the feathers of the wings and an imperfect tail band were distinct, 

though they were not visible when the bird was in the distance where we 

mostly saw it. The loral region was so thickly spotted that in the distance 

the gull appeared to be wearing a dark mask, combined with an otherwise 

snowy white plumage. The snowy whiteness of its plumage, was always 

noticeably different from any other gull in the harbor, which contained at 

the time an abundance of Larus argentatus in all plumages, Larus kumleni 

and Larus leucopterus. Its habits and flight also differed distinctly: 

it was much more restless, now alighting on the ice, either to remain at 

rest for a few minutes, or to feed at the water’s edge, and then away to 

search the edge of the ice field or to feed near some of the docks. It seemed 

to pay little or no attention to the other gulls, or their feeding. On the 

ice it ran rapidly, suggesting the action of a large plover. Its restlessness 

and independent action suggested to me the action of Larus atricilla as it 

appears in the company of Larus argentatus. Its dashing flight seemed 

more like that of a Jaeger than that of a gull. The wing was used at full 

extent with very little flexure at humero-radial and carpal joints and was 

broad and wedge shaped in comparison with the narrower wing of Larus 

argentatus.. It was seen for the last time January 7 by Mr. Rich though 

daily watch has been kept to the present time, February 22, 1918. 

During the period that the bird was seen the mercury was hardly rising 

above 0° Fah. and the harbor and bay was a solid field of ice except as broken 

by the ever bushy tugs laboring to keep an open channel. 

The only other record of this Gull in Maine that I have found is of a 

specimen in the United States National Museum, taken in “ Penobscot 

Bay, Me., December,1 1894 ” though three examples have been reported 

from Grand Menan, N. B., just over the state boundary, two by George 

A. Boardman,2 and one by Allan L. Moses.8 Mr. Moses records his speci¬ 

men as seen December 31, 1908, but dates are not given for the Boardman 

specimens.— Arthur H. Norton, Museum of Natural History, Portland, 

Me- JcuJt, ff/Z.P. 2-2 
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A Rare Gull. 

BY J. C. CAHOON. 

One of the men at the Monomoy Life Saving 

Station, informed me a short time ago that lie 

shot last winter an entirely pure white gull. 

To-day, I received a full description of this 

bird, which, without doubt, is the rare Ivory 

Gull (PagophilcB burnea). It was shot on the 

first of December, 1886, after a fresh blow from 

the northwest. It was kept a long while at the 

station, and as it was not considered rare by the 

men, nothing was done with it, and it spoiled 

and was thrown away. The description which 

the men gave me at the station was as follows: 

Color of gull, entire pure white; bill, dark; 

eyes and feet, black; in size, between a kitti- 

wake and a herring gull. This coincides with 

the description of the beautiful Ivory Gull, 

this being the only entirely pure white gull in 

the sub family Larince of North American 

birds. Coues’ Key says: Arctic seas of both hem¬ 

ispheres, coming southward in winter, but 

rarely to United States. 

It is to be much regretted that this elegant 

bird could not have been saved, as it would 

have made a valuable specimen, being in full 

plUniagO,&Q. XII.Dec. 1887 



Auk, XII, July, 1395, pp.^o-xy. 
Gavia alba on Long Island, N. Y.— In the summer of 1893, Mr. John 

C. Knoess, taxidermist, of Riverhead, Long Island, called my attention 

to a “ rare gull ” which he had received and mounted January 5, 1893, for 

John Goldswerth of Sayville, Suffolk County, Long Island. From the 

description furnished I concluded it must be an adult Ivory Gull. To 

satisfy myself as to the identity of the bird I visited Mr. Goldswerth and 

saw the specimen, which proved to be an adult Gavia alba. Mr. Gold- 

sweith informed me that he shot the bird while he was rigged out for 

ducks in an ice hole on Great South Bay, near Sayville.— William 

Ddtcher, New York City. <5>*L ... 



Eggs of the Ivory Gull (Gavia alba). — The National Museum at 

Washington, D. C., has recently received a set of two eggs, of the rare 

Ivory Gull ( Gavia alba). A short description of these may be of interest 

to the readers of ‘The Auk.’ These eggs were taken, with seventeen 

others, at Storoen (Great Island) on the northeast coast of Spitzbergen. 

in 8o° 9' north latitude, by Captain E. Johannsen, of Tromso, Norway, 

who found a small colony of these birds breeding there, and secured a 

number of the adult and young of this species, as well as the above men¬ 

tioned number of eggs, on August 8, 1887. All the eggs taken contained 

large embryos, and were on the point of hatching. It is remarkable 

that birds should nest so late, in such a climate and so near the pole. 

Previous to this find, but four eggs of this species were known to science. 

According to Mr. Henry Seebohm, the distinguished English ornitholo¬ 

gist, these are deposited as follows : One egg, obtained by Mc’Clintock, 

in the Museum of the Royal Dublin Society; two eggs, obtained by 

Malmgren, are in the Slockholm Museum, and a fourth is in the collection 

of Mr. Benzon in Copenhagen. Mr. Seebohm describes the specimen in 

the Dublin Museum as measuring 2.45 inches in length and 1.70 inch 

in breadth. Ground color buffish olive, and the surface markings, which 

are distributed over the entire shell, as dark and pale brown, and the 

underlying markings, which are very large and conspicuous, as violet 

gray. See ‘History of British Birds,’ by Henry Seebohm, Vol. Ill, pp. 

337-339- 
The two eggs in the National Museum Collection measure 2.36 X 1.76 

and 2.26 X 1.67 inches respectively. Their ground color is buffish olive; 

in one egg, somewhat paler, perhaps more of an olive drab tint. The 

surface markings, more or less irregularly distributed over the entire egg, 

vary from clove-brown to bistre. The underlying or shell-markings vary 

from slate to lilac-gray in tint, and predominate in the larger specimen. 

In the smaller and darker one, both styles of markings are about equally 

distributed. The two kinds of spots vary considerably in size and shape. 

—Ciias. E. Bendire, Washington, D. C. Auk, V. April 1888* p,ZQX~ 3 
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Birds of Southern Greenland, from 
Mss. of A. Hagerup. M. Chamberlain. 

Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake.—An abundant summer resident; appear¬ 

ing about March 26, and remaining until October. A few have been 

seen as late as October 23. 

In autumn these birds depart very gradually, but in spring they 

return in large flocks, and at times the entire colony appears together. 

On first arriving they settle in the central portions of the fjord, and are 

always seen in compact groups, whether on the land or water. They are 

at that season extremely shy, but this shyness lessens as the mating 

season advances, and then, also, the flocks separate, and during the latter 

part of April and in May they fly off in small parties or in pairs. On the 

first day of June, 1887, the fjord below their nesting place was covered 

with ice, although at that date in 1886 the birds had begun to lay. Some 

fifteen hundred to two thousand pairs build on a cliff near the mouth of 

Arsuk Fjord, their nests being placed between two feet and one hundred 

feet from the water’s edge—far below the nests of the Iceland Gull on 

the same cliff. 

During April the Kittiwakes are often observed to leave their feeding 

place—on the open water, which at that season is some six miles away 

from their nesting ground,—and rising to a considerable height in the air, 

fly to the cliff on which they build, and after circling over this spot for a 

time, as if reconoitring, uttering their harsh cry all the while, they re¬ 

turn again to the water. When flying alone, or in small parties, 

they are usually silent, but when in large flocks, during the spring or 

when gathered about their nesting site, or at some unusually fine feast— 

such as the carcass of a whale—they continually utter a loud harsh cry 

which, at times, becomes almost a shriek. There is a decided similarity 

between the cry of the Kittiwake and that of the Gull-billed Tern, and 

the eggs of these two birds are, also, much alike. 

On July 7, 1887, Mr. Hagerup saw an iceberg which served as a resting 

place for several hundred young Gulls—Kittiwakes, Glaucous Gulls, Ice¬ 

land Gulls, and Great Black-backed. Several adult Kittiwakes and Ice¬ 

land Gulls were with the party. As usual the Kittiwakes were on the 

lower portion of the berg, nearest the water’s edge, the different species 

being sharply separated. 

When the fjord is visited by whales the Gulls follow close in their wake 

and gather in the small animals the whales drive toward the surface. 

AOk. VI. July, 1889. p.213 -HH- 



Birds -within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Gan, OomeaU&Merriam 

134. Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake. — Breeds abundantly. Arrives 

late in April or early in May, remaining into December. This and the 

preceding are the commonest Gulls,along this part of the coast, and are 

constantly seen, both singly and in immense flocks. They follow the 

receding tide and cover the sand flats that are exposed at low water, feeding 

upon the molluscs and other marine animals that abound in such situa¬ 

tions. I have seen more than a thousand at one time. 

Sail, N, 0,0, ■ 7, Oct, 1832, P, 241 

Birds of Islands. 
Dr. L.B.BUrtxop. 

8. Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake.—Breeds abundantly on Great Bird 

Rock, but was not observed elsewhere among the islands. 

VI. April, 1889. p. 145 

-.-'I a-i ox JN .B. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 

the sea fowl. We'^et th^cm^1''5’]?' the most abundant of all 

left the nest, they a emb ed to O ^ ^ After the W 

the caplin, !T en°rm°US n"mbe- to P-suf 

roar. We fotmd “ — - 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.28. 

2 Auk, XVII, 1900, 177. 

3 Proceedings Canadian Institute, 1890, 190. 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By James K.Fleming. 

Pt.I, 7/ater Birds. 
Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1905, p.442. 

12. Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake.— Accidental migrant; several 

were taken in November, 1899,2 and one on October 31 of the same year; 

of these, all I examined were immature. Specimens recorded in 18893 1 

never saw and are possibly incorrect. 



A SUMMER COLONY AT ANTICOSTI. 

BY JOSEPH SCHMITT, M. D. 

Plate VII. 

Anticosti Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, where I have 

lived for some years as medical doctor in the service of the pro¬ 

prietor, Mr. Henri Menier, offers for study many very interesting 

subjects of natural history. In respect to birds, I will now call at¬ 

tention to a summer colony of sea-birds, which, while not having 

the importance of several famous bird rocks, as those at Perce, 

nevertheless deserves special mention. Here in a bay is Gull Cliff, 

facing northeast, which, from May until September is the resort 

— r o 7 7 

very near the shore. The approach of the boat disquieted the 

colony, and it was all in confusion, as when the anchor is let go 

the sound of the chain is echoed from the cliff. Then from every 

jutting point of the rocks numberless birds fly off, but they soon 

return again. If we land with the ship’s boat there is a new dis¬ 

quiet in the colony, but the birds quickly compose themselves and 

soon begin again their continuous going and coming as if nothing 

had happened. 

At low water it is possible to land at the foot of this rock, where 

is light rubble, which is covered again at high water. This cliff, 

cut perpendicularly and nearly 200 feet high, is composed of layers 

of rock which offer numerous projections, every one of which 

contains a nest. The jutting point is often so small that the bird 

has just room enough to lay its eggs, and it often happens that 

the young as they increase in size, a few days after birth, in spite 

of wondrous equilibrium, cannot maintain themselves in the rudi- 

mental nest, and fall down the cliff where they are quickly drowned. 

On carefully observing these birds, we find that the greatest num¬ 

ber are Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactvlaI which occupy the rock from 

the inferior third nearly to the summit. 

Among them we find grouped several families of Murres ( Uria 

troile') and, especially on the southern portion, some Puffins 

(.Fratercula arctica). Also here and there some Bonaparte Gulls 

{Larus Philadelphia') and above these and always near the top of 

the rock several nests of Cormorants (Phalacrocorax dilophus). 



i82 Schmitt, A Summer Colony at Anticosti. 
r Auk 
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of numerous birds which come here to breed. The steamer 

‘Savoy,’ in visiting the different places around the island, is 

sometimes obliged in stormy weather to seek shelter in this har¬ 

bor. It was while the 1 Savoy ’ was at anchor that I chanced to 

have the opportunity of observing the birds of Gull Cliff. 

When a mile out in the ofBng we could perceive with a telescope 

about these abrupt rocks an incessant stream going and coming, like 

an immense swarm of bees near a gigantic hive, usually forming 

two parallel but opposite currents. On approaching we could bet¬ 

ter determine these objects, and little by little could distinguish 

the birds. Even some of them, going in pursuit of fish, would pass 

near the steamer so that we could recognize the species. At last, 

the depth of the sea being sufficient, the ‘ Savoy ’ came to anchor 

very near the shore. The approach of the boat disquieted the 

colony, and it was all in confusion, as when the anchor is let go 

the sound of the chain is echoed from the cliff. Then from every 

jutting point of the rocks numberless birds fly off, but they soon 

return again. If we land with the ship’s boat there is a new dis¬ 

quiet in the colony, but the birds quickly compose themselves and 

soon begin again their continuous going and coming as if nothing 

had happened. 

At low water it is possible to land at the foot of this rock, where 

is light rubble, which is covered again at high water. This cliff, 

cut perpendicularly and nearly 200 feet high, is composed of layers 

of rock which offer numerous projections, every one of which 

contains a nest. The jutting point is often so small that the bird 

has just room enough to lay its eggs, and it often happens that 

the young as they increase in size, a few days after birth, in spite 

of wondrous equilibrium, cannot maintain themselves in the rudi- 

mental nest, and fall down the cliff where they are quickly drowned. 

On carefully observing these birds, we find that the greatest num¬ 

ber are Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactvld) which occupy the rock from 

the inferior third nearly to the summit. 

Among them we find grouped several families of Murres ( Uria 

troile) and, especially on the southern portion, some Puffins 

(.Fratercula arcticd). Also here and there some Bonaparte Gulls 

(Larus Philadelphia) and above these and always near the top of 

the rock several nests of Cormorants (Phalacrocorax dilophus). 



] Brewster, An Undescribed Form of Black Duck. Vol. XIX"1 ■’“* _—~ A — T7V»rJpscribed Jform OJ jdlulk ^^3 

1902 

Near the anchored steamer .ere many Terns (SUrm «-»*>, 

but I could not tell whether or not they live on the clr . 

The length of the cliff inhabited by the birds is about one m e 

By^counting the birds on a section of the cliff, we estimated the 

number of birds at not less than 60, ooo. The photographs (PL 
VIII were taken under very unfavorable circumstances, owing to 

££ wither htt, may help to give some idea o. the abundance 

of the birds. A„. -w-tv Anril.. 1902. 9P- 1 ' 



The Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) on the Coast of Maine in Summer.— 

While in Jericho Bay in 1903, my companion, Mr. Fred Rackliff, saw a 

small gull, with several terns, flying over a tide-rip at the White Horse 

Ledge. On July 111 had occasion to go ashore on the ledge and asked 

him to keep a watch for the strange bird and secure it if possible. On 

rowing to the same place the bird was found, a shot causing it to go and 

alight on the Black Horse where it was secured and its identity settled. 

While it seemed perfectly healthy, it was in worn first winter plumage, 

and barren. It is preserved in my collection.— Arthur H. Norton, 

Portland, Maine. Auk, 24, July, 1907, p. 33? 

The Kittiwake and Purple Sandpiper again in Maine in Summer.— In 

‘The Auk’ for July, 1907 (Vol. XXIV, p. 337) the capture of a Kittiwake 

in 1903 on the coast of Maine in summer was recorded. On July 14, 1907, 

while at Jordans Rock, a submerged ledge one mile S. E. by E. of Port¬ 

land Head Light, a Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) flew over my boat within 

easy range. The small size of the bird, white head, and short black legs 

and feet were distinctly and critically observed as it passed over. It 

flew toward Grundys Reef until it disappeared. J.V, Od.j'jtt'l, H~2>S* 
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Notes on the Habits of the Kittiwake Gull.—Some fishermen 

whom I lately employed to get a few Kittiwake Gulls on the winter fishing 

grounds off" Swampscott, Massachusetts, gave me the following interesting 

account of the habits of this species, and the way in which my specimens 

were procured. 

A number of small schooners sail from Swampscott every winter morn¬ 

ing, and reach the fishing banks, which are some twelve miles off" shore? 

about daybreak. The men then take to their dories, and buckets of bait 

—generally cod-livers or other refuse—are thrown out to attract the fish 

to the spot. Of this custom the Kittiwakes—or “Pinny Owls,” as these men 

invariably call them—are well aware, and swarms of them quickly collect 

around the boats to pick up the morsels before they sink. They are very 

tame, and if one of the flock is shot the others hover over it as Terns 

will do on similar occasions. The usual way of taking them, however, 

is with hook and line, the bait being allowed to float off" on the surface, 

when it is quickly seized by one of the greedy horde. In this manner 

great numbers are annually taken by the fishermen, who either skin and 

stew them or use the flesh for bait. I was assured that a “Pinny Owl” 

“stew is by no means an unpalatable dish. 

After the morning fishing is at an .end the vessels start for their an¬ 

chorage in Swampscott harbor, and the fish are dressed on the way. This 

gives the Gulls another chance which is not neglected, for the entire flock 

follows closely in their wake. When the catch has been a large one, and 

the work of cleaning the fish is continued at the anchorage, they remain 

about the spot for hours picking up this offal directly under the sides of 

the vessels. Here again the poor birds are often mercilessly slaughtered 

by city gunners who shoot them for sport or practice, leaving the dead 

and wounded to float out to sea with the ebbing tide. The fishermen 

admit that their numbers have greatly diminished of late years, but they 

are said to be still very abundant through the winter months.—William 

Brewster, Cambridge, MasBull, N.O.O, 7, April, 1882, p, /2 b' /X L. 

Birds of Bristof County, Mass. 
F.W.Andros. 

Iiissct tridactyla (Linn.), Kittiwake. Winter 
visitant, common. 

O.& o. XII. Sept. 1887 p.137 

So 



Birds of Oneida County, New York. 
Egbert Bagg. 

Rissa tridactyla. A young male of this species was killed at Constantia, 

Oswego Co. (on Oneida Lake), Nov. 9, 1890, by Robert J. Hughes. 

Auk XI. April. 1894 p. 165 

- , C-4^ V - 

Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake. — A mounted specimen in the collection 

of Mr. O. B. Mitchell of Holley, taken by him on a pond in the town of 

Clarendon after a heavy storm. 

TluJL Auk, XVI, April, 1899, pp.>?3-6 



1361. A Tame Kitti-wake Gull. From the‘Amateur Collector.’ Ibid., 

No. 7, Sept. 8, p. 124.—A very interesting account of the habits of a 

young Kittiwake Gull. Fresh water was refused, but saltwater “it drank 

of eagerly.” For, & Vol.XXISi. 

One-legged Bird. Probably every col¬ 

lector who shoots many birds, not unfre- 

quently obtains one with but one leg, the 

other being lost by some accident and 

usually by shot. A very peculiar case came 

under my observation. I had a lot of 

Kittewake Gulls, and sold one to Mr. T. 

Adcock of this city. A few days afterwards 

he returned and asked me if I had noticed 

that one Gull had but one leg. Upon my 

answering in the negative he said he had 

brought the body down for my inspection. 

It had but one leg and there was nothing 

to show that it ever had any portion of 

another one.—Fred. T. Jencks, Provi¬ 

dence., R. I. O.&O. IX. Jan. 1884.v./l 
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Birds of Southern Greenland, from 
Mss. of A. Hagerup. M. Chamberlain. 

Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull.—This is a very common species, 

and might be called a resident, for even during the coldest weather some 

individuals are seen daily near the open water, though the examples 

occurring in midwinter are usually young birds. During March and April, 

when the Eiders appear in flocks near the coast and feed on mussels which 

they dive to the bottom for, these Gulls may be observed swimming or fly¬ 

ing amid the Eiders, and as soon as a Duck comes to the surface with a 

mussel, a Gull will make an effort to secure it. 

An adult bird, the first of the season, shot on March 20, 1887, was in 

perfect summer plumage. 

The principal breeding place of this Gull in the vicinity of Iyigtut is 

close by the open sea, near the mouth of the fjord, where they congregate 

in considerable numbers. In August the young birds assemble in the 

fjord, especially near the narrow channels, as at Karsuk and Ellerslie, and 

feed during that month and the next on the berries of Kmpetrum nigrum. 

At that season they are easily shot, and their flesh is of a very savory 

flavor. The breasts of the young of all species of Gull are eaten here as a 

delicacy. 

Auk. TL Jaly. 188©. p. 214 -lib'. 

Birds -within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Gan, Comeau&Merriam 

130. Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull ; Ice Gull.—Rather rare. 

Usually seen in February, March, and April. I have a handsome male 

which was shot by Mr. Comeau April 29, 1882. 

Bull. N.O.O. 7,Got, 1882, p,240 

Records from Toronto. B.E.T. Seton, 

Glaucus Gull. Larus glaucus.—A fine specimen of this 

Gull was killed in Toronto Bay in the spring of 1884, by Mr. 

George Guest of this city. 

auk, 2, Oot., 18«S. p.387 

An Ornithologist’s Summer in Labrador 
M. Abbott Frazar. 

Larus glaucus, Glaucous Gull. Occasionally, j 

up to the last of May, I would see one of this j 

species, but saw none later than that. Doubt 

if it ever breeds where I was. IT 

{?,<£;O, XIItFeb,1887.p.///’. 

J\_ C (■ K) J 

Cush, Xl/Y4\ , / °/o ft f, .2,oo. 

Oh/-c<Y'i<) Sty's/ o-t 

Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake.—Several were taken about Toronto in 

November, 1899. 

W. , ToV'Okh), (V U , 

Auk, XVII, April, 1900, pu77. 3S 



'• N.E. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow, 

T3- ^arus glaucus. Burgomaster. — We found Burgomasters com¬ 

mon north of Cape Harrison, though they seldom gathered in large flocks. 

At Port Manvers they were particularly abundant. We could find no evi¬ 

dence of their nesting, though young birds appeared in great numbers 

about the end of August. 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.20. 

Glaucous Gull (Larus glaucus). On December 2, 1905, 

the watchman at the Dominion rifle range here, which is on the 

south bank of the Ottawa River, took a specimen of this gull in 

one of the several immature plumages. This is the first record 

for this vicinity. 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By James K.Fleming. 

Pt.I, Water Birds. 
Aulc, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.442. 

13. Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull.— Regular winter resident, 

not common, from December 3 to March 25. Mr. Maughan has one taken 

May 4, 1893, a male in the white phase of the immature. All that I have 

examined are in the mottled or white plumages, none being adult. 



The Glaucous Gull (Lams glaucus) at Portland, Maine.—An 

instance of this Gull’s occurrence in the vicinity of Portland is at last fur¬ 

nished by the capture of a specimen at Peake’s Island, April 27, 1883. I 

examined the bird in the shop of Mr. John Fleming of Portland, to whom 

it was sent for preservation.—Nathan Clifford Brown, Portland, Me. 

Bull N, 0.0, 8, July. X88S. p. / #6. 

Crobby tells me that he saw recently at a Portland taxerder- 
mist s shop(I think it was at Daniels*) a Gull which he could not 
p!ace. tie thinks it is Sabine^ or . He says it had 

a black breast.--(Letter of Manly Hardy, Jan. 30, 1890) 

Mr. A.S. Dorr, taxerdermist, of Bucksport,(18 miles below her£ 
writes that he shot a gull which he sent to 

who identified it a.:; Glaucuot , He also wrote a descriptin 
oi one he had since seen close to him, which he could not identify. 
This without much doubt was an Glaucuo .which 
makes it probable that the one sent to G & F was a young 

(Letter of Manly Hardy, Jan/ 30, 1890) 
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{Icarus giuucus), hnui several uajo j.1. xo ■*■“** r. 

_creamy white all over, save for faint, indistinct markings of brownish 

on the wing-coverts and lower parts.— Herbert ]ob, North Middle- 

boro, Mass. 
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Auk, XV. Jan., 1898, p. >'«■ 0 T 
An Uncommon Gull in Massachusetts. — On March 24, 1097, 1 

received from Manomet, Plymouth, a specimen of the Glaucous Gull 

(Larus glaucus), shot several days before. It is in nearly full plumage, 

_creamy white all over, save for faint, indistinct markings of brownish 

on the wing-coverts and lower parts.— Herbert K. Job, North Middle- 

boro, Mass. 
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Lar\;s gl aucus. 

Manomet Point, Mass. 

1897. " I have just received, in the flesh, shot at Manomet 

Mar.19. point, Mar.19, a specimen in good condition of the Glaucus 

Gull (L.glaucus.) I thinl: there is no doubt as to its iden¬ 

tity. It is evidently a bird perhaps in the second year, white 

nearly all over, except for some faint barrings of indistinct 

brownish on head, wings, tail, rump and breast. The breast, 

.however, is much darker than any other part. The general ap¬ 

pearance of the bird at a little distance is dull white. 

The measurements above are distinctive and are as follows 

Length, 30 inches, or a trifle less: Extent of wings, 65 1/2: 

Wing, 19 1/8: Bill (to commissure), 3 5/43: Tail, 9: Tarsus, 

2 3/4: Iris hazel: Tarsi and feet flesh-colored: Bill flesh- 

colored, blackish at tip. 

I have not yet dissected it to ascertain the sex. I 

shall mount it soon. The first six primaries are pure white, 

the others with a faint marking near the tip." 

Prom a letter by H.K.Job, I'l.Middleboro' , Mass. 

Mar.24, 1897. 



j Cambridge 

; 1SSS. 

Nov.29. 

Larus glaucus. 

Mass. 

Spent most of the forenoon at Fresh Pond watching the 

water fowl assembled there. (All with one exception were 

Herring Gulls and Ducks). The exception was a Larus glaucus 

in the "hut oh ins i11 plumage, i.e. wholly white without trace of 

blue in the mantle or of mottling anywhere. I could see this 

distinctly with the glass [double telescopic glasses] for the 

bird was not far away and in a good light. I could also see 

that its bill 'was larger than that of the Herring Gulls which 

were swimming near and flesh-colored with a dark band near 

the tip. Tiie bird spent most of the time during whioh I 

watched it in sleeping although it also preened its feathers 

once or twice. 

j 
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Capture of the Glaucous Gull (Larus glaucus) in Boston Harbor, Mass. 

■— On April 23, 1906, while gunning in Boston Harbor, off Quincy, Mass., 

with Mr. R. R. Freeman, we shot a Glaucous Gull (Larus glaucus). The- 

specimen was in slightly immature plumage, having faint brown markings 

on the back and wings. It was in company with a flock of about four 

hundred Herring Gulls and especially attracted attention by being the 

only bird which, in response to calling and the waving of a handkerchief, 

approached within gunshot. The identification of the specimen was 

verified by Mr. William Brewster by the examination of one of the wings. 

-— John A. Remick, Jr., Boston, Mass. 

Ask, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p•‘7^ 
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Capture of the Glaucous Gull {Larus glaucus) in Boston Harbor, Mass. 

— On April 23, 1906, while gunning in Boston Harbor, off Quincy, Mass., 

with Mr. R. R. Freeman, we shot a Glaucous Gull (Larus glaucus). The- 

specimen was in slightly immature plumage, having faint brown markings 

on the back and wings. It was in company with a flock of about four 

hundred Herring Gulls and especially attracted attention by being the 

only bird which, in response to calling and the waving of a handkerchief, 

approached within gunshot. The identification of the specimen was 

verified by Mr. William Brewster by the examination of one of the wings. 

-— John A. Remick, Jr., Boston, Mass. 
Aafc, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p.“H- 



Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) on Fresh Pond, Cambridge, 

Mass.— Mr. Brewster in his “Birds of the Cambridge Region” records 

an occurrence of a Glaucous Gull on Fresh Pond in the ‘hutchinsii’ plumage 

on November 29, 1899. I am able to furnish a second record. On March 

2, 1914, in the middle of the forenoon one appeared among the Herring 

Gulls which were coming in from Boston Harbor to rest and bathe. It 

was an entirely white bird and much larger than the Herring Gulls. Ice 

covered most of the surface of the pond, but about an open area reaching 

to the shore, where the water is received by an entrance pipe, was a col¬ 

lection of Black Ducks and Herring Gulls with a pair of Golden-eyes, a 

Mallard Drake, and three Great Black-backed Gulls. Other Herring 

Gulls were arriving, and with a squad of these came the Glaucous Gull. 

It remained to bathe, successively took two or three flights about, but 

returned after each flight to the open water or to the edge of the ice, where 

were gathered the Black Ducks. Its position among these at times made 

the bird very striking in its complete whiteness. It was still present when 

an hour later I came away. The next day again this Glaucous Gull was 

present, arriving with Great Black-backed Gulls and Herring Gulls at 11.20 

a. m., but the following day it was absent, and it was not seen again.— 

Horace W. Wright, Boston, Mass. 79/ty-ft. 3?7. 

Tru^yi. Vustea. 0^ ft.rr, t 
Larus hyperboreus. Gu Jrs Gm. On AprifS^ 

taken. " ’ 1915’ “ ^ ^ locali^ —ture male specimen 



Capture op tiie Glaucous Gull (Larus glaucus) on Long Island, 

N. Y. — I procured a specimen of tlxis handsome Arctic species in Fulton 

Market, New York, on March 4, 1880. It had been brought in on that 

day from Long Island, where it was shot. It is an excellent example of 

the condition described by Richardson as L. hutchinsi, and which Mr. 

Geo. N. Lawrence has previously recorded from Long Island (Ann. Lyc. 

Nat. Hist., Vol. VIII, p. 299). Hutchins’s Gull is considered by Mr. 

Howard Saunders (see his review of the Larina, in Proceedings of the 

Zoological Society of London, 1878) to be that very brief stage through 

which L. glaucus passes in changing from the immature to the adult 

plumage. This state is so uncommon that I append a description of my 

bird: —Rump, upper and under tail-coverts, and outer tail-feathers, 

white, very indistinctly marked with irregularly-transverse bars of pale 

grayish-brown; breast and abdomen very faintly washed with the same; 

residue of plumage, including back, and dorsal surface of wings, entirely 

pure white; shafts of quills, straw-yellow. Irides, white. Bill, flesh-col¬ 

ored on basal half, succeeded by a wide band of blue-black, with extreme 

tip whitish. Legs and feet flesh-colored; nails black, tipped with horn- 

color. Dimensions: Length, 29.00 inches; extent of wings, 67.00; wing 

from carpal joint, 18.00; tail, 7.55; bill along culmen, 2.50; gape, 3.70; 

depth opposite nostrils, .82; tarsus, 2.88 ; middle toe and claw, 2.90; toe 

alone, 2.45; claw, .55. — Edgar A. Mearns, Highland Falls, N. Y. 

Bull, N,O.O. 5, July, 1880, p. /Sf- /9&- 

20^. Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull; Ice Gull. — I have seen a 

specimen of this boreal species that was killed while feeding on carrion, 

in the town of Bangor in Franklin Co., about two years ago. —C. Hart 

Merriam, M.D., Locust Grove, N. V. 

BULL N.Q.Q, 7,Oct, 1882, p.257 

Bird Notes from Long Id. Wm. Dutcher 

5. Larus glaucus Briinn. Glaucous Gull; Burgomaster.—March 

11, 1884, I purchased one of a pair of Gulls of this species, which had 

been shot by a gunner at South Oyster Bay. The specimen I bought is 

in very nearly the same plumage as the one recorded by Dr. E. A. Mearns 

in the ‘Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club,’ Vol. V, p. 189. The 

other one is a younger bird. 

Auk, 2, Jan., 1885, p. 3 7- 

({ a- 

Auk, XII, July. 1395, P .3lZ, 

l t- 'C/ > 

Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull.— One shot on Niagara River, Jan¬ 

uary 29, 1895, which I saw at a taxidermist’s shop two days later. 

c 
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ai us hutchinsn Mr. Saunders considers to be an immature L. glaucus 

has nns V7 Stfge'Vhere the brown of the immature plunume 
has passed away and the pearl-gray mantle has not begun to appear - a 

it ifnoVun bUt feW Spe°imenS are re00rded il1 this condition, though it is not uncommon m captivity. & 

Bull. N.O.O. 3,Oct., 1878. p, / . 





Birds within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Comeatt&Merriau. 

I3I- Larus leucopterus. White-winged Gull.-Not common 

i;rr2 xt and disappears with the co— xx 

Bull N, 0.0, 7, Got, 1882, p, 24O 

* 

X \ 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By Jsmies H.Fleming. 

Pt.I, Water Birds. 

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.442. 
14. Larus leucopterus. Iceland Gull.— One record, an immature 

female taken December 12, 1898, in the collection of Mr. J. H. Ames.4 

4 Auk, XVIII, 1901, 106. 



The White-winged Gull (Larus leucopterus) in Maine.—I have 

lately purchased of Mr. N. Vickary a pair of White-winged Gulls which 

were sent to him in the flesh from West Sullivan, Maine. One is a 

young bird in its first autumnal plumage; the other is passing from the 

immature into the adult dress. They were received by Mr. Vickary some¬ 

time in January, 1883.—William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

BuU. N,Q,0, 8,Api 1. X883, p, /3. 5~ 
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The White-winged Gull {Icarus leucopterus) in Massachusetts.— 

Although this species has been included in various local lists of our birds 

as a rare winter visitor, there appears to be no very explicit record of its 

capture in this State, or at least no recent one. It may therefore be of 

interest to state that we procured an immature specimen off the Boston 

Milldam on the 31st of January, 1880. It was in company with another of 

the same species and from twenty to thirty Herring Gulls.—E. A. and O. 

Bangs. Boston, Mass. Bull H. O.O. 6. April. 1881, p. /% y 

Capture of Larus leucopterus near Boston.— In November last 

Mr. Charles I. Goodale showed me an immature specimen of Larus 

leucopterus in the flesh, which he stated was shot near Boston. The bird 

is now in my collection.—Charles B. Cory, Boston, Mass. , 
Bull, N.O.O. 7, Jan, 188&, p,. *>0 



Larus leuconterus. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

1S97. I visited Pres'n Pond this morning at 8.50 and found an 

Dec.11. astonishing number and variety of water-fowl "bedded" off the 
' 

point of the Grove about 300 yards from shore. (Among them 

. 

was a single young L.leucopterus). The L.leucopterus, as I 

could distinctly see by the aid of my glass was a bird of the 

year lacking all trace of bluish on the mantle and having the 

primaries (which it was obliging enough to display by twice 
. 

raising and slowly opening its wings ) of a nearly uniform 

brownish white. In its general coloring it closely resembled 

the specimen taken on the Back Bay, Boston, by the Messrs. 

Bangs and recorded in the Nuttall Bulletin (VI, 1881, p.124). 

It looked somewhat smaller than any of the Herring Gulls which 

were swimming close around it and its attitudes and movements 

appeared to me more easy and graceful. Its coloring was so 

much lighter than that of the young Herring Gulls that it at¬ 

tracted ray attention the moment it came within the field of my 

glass. 

Of course in a way the identification of, this bird is 

open to some doubt inasmuch as it is not certain that we are 

as yet able to discriminate correctly between the young of 

L.leucopterus and L.kurnlleni or, to be more definite, that 

many if not indeed all of the Hew-England-shot specimens which 

have been referred to the former may not really belong to the 

latter species. This, however, must remain for the present 
Ck.\ oyb * ■>* cj a.a s t} c >i • 



G-eneral Notes. 

Southern Capture of Larus leucopterus. — During the past winter some 

fishermen secured two Gulls, which I have preserved and which Mr. 

Frank M. Chapman identifies as follows: “No. 819, §, measures: wing, 

15.25; tarsus, 2.16; exposed culmen, 1.64; depth of bill at angle, .56 in. 

I should pronounce it an example of Larus leucopterus in immature 

plumage.” 

“No. 847, $, measures: wing, 16.40; tarsus, 2.42; exposed culmen, 

1.82 ; depth of bill at angle, .65. This specimen is slightly larger than 

average specimens of L. leucopterus and is thus intermediate between 

that species and Larusglaucus. It is, however, so much nearer the former 

than the latter that I should call this also Larus leucopterus.” No. 819 

was taken at Stamford. Conn., Feb. 16, 1894. No. 847 was shot at Rye, 

N. Y., March 3, 1894. — Louis FI. Porter, Stamford, Conn. 

Auk XII. Jan. 1896 p. *76 

Notes on Long Island Birds. — The following data include observa¬ 

tions of some birds not before referred to by the writer, while others have 

been included here on the ground of further acqaintanceship, or for other 

reasons. 

Larus leucopterus (or kumlieni). On March 8, 1898, a Gull was shot 

John Tiernan of Rockaway Beach while he was lying in a small boat 

about five miles off shore stooling for Old Squaw Ducks. On the follow¬ 

ing day while at the beach, I noticed this Gull hanging on the awning 

fiame of Tiernan s hotel. The light colored (almost white) primaries 

caught my attention at once, and I secured the bird. It is an immature 

male; much smaller than L. glaucus, and its rather dark coloration I 

found puzzling. Through the kindness of Mr. Walter Deane of Cam¬ 

bridge, Mass., the skin was examined by Mr. William Brewster who 

named it L. leucopterus. Mr. Brewster is inclined to regard the phase of 

plumage represented by the present specimen as belonging to that of the 

immature L. kumlieni, the status of which, as yet, has not been deter¬ 

mined. The Iceland Gull has been rarely taken on Long Island. Giraud 

makes no mention of the species, nor is it included in Mr. Lawrence’s 

‘ Catalogue of Birds.’ It is stated in Chapman’s ‘ Birds of Eastern North 

America’ to be an autumnal visitant in winter. Auk, XVI, April, 1899, 

sy 



Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
C. H„ Merriain. 

I7I- Larus leucopterus, Faber. White-winged Gull.—A rare win- 

ter visitor from the north. 

Cali N. O.O. 0,Oct, 1882, p.235 

ON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE WHITE-WINGED 

GULL (.LARUS LEUCOPTERUS FABER) IN 

THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

BY GEORGE N. LAWRENCE. 

Early in March of this year, I was requested by Mr. John G. 

Bell, to examine a Gull which had been sent to him to be 

mounted, and as it was unknown to him, to determine the 
species. 

On examination I found it to be a young specimen of Larus 

leucopterus; it was sent to him by Mrs. Greene Smith of Peter- 

boro, N. Y., at which place it was captured. 

I informed Dr. Merriam of the fact and suggested that he 

should write to Mrs. Smith, asking for particulars concerning it. 

He did so, and has communicated to me the following informa¬ 
tion : — 

“Mrs. Greene Smith being away, the letter was answered by 

Mr. I-I. C. Wilson, her overseer. Wilson says: ‘The Gull 

spoken of by you was shot by a farmer’s boy, three-quarters of a 

mile from this place, in an open spring place, i J rods long by io 

or 12 feet wide, on the first day of February. The boy wounded 

it and kept it alive for two or three days. It was doubtless 

driven inland by the severe storm of about that date, as there is 

no open water nearer than Seneca Lake, 75 miles from this 

place.’ This completes the data on the bird, I believe.” 

Mr. Bell said it was in poor condition ; this was to be expected, 

from inability to procure its customary food. 

The general plumage is of a dull white, marked all over with 

light ashy-brown spots ; these are most distinct on the back and 

wings, and less defined on the head, neck, and under plumage ; 

the quills are white on the inner webs, and ashy on the outer; 

there is no indication of any black spots on the ends of the prima¬ 

ries ; the tail-feathers are light ashy-brown, mottled with dull 

white on the inner webs, except near their ends, where the ash 

color is immaculate ; the bill is blackish-brown ; the tarsi and 
toes are flesh-color. 

The wing measures 16 inches ; the tail, 6.50 ; the tarsus, 2 ; 

the bill from front, 1.50; from gape, 2.50; height at angle, 70. 

This is the first immature specimen of this species I have had 

the opportunity to examine ; it agrees very well with Audubon’s 

figure of the young; the difference in plumage from that of the 

adult is very similar in character to that which exists in Larus 
glaucus. 

There are but few references to its appearance in our state. 

Audubon says of it: “I have not met with this species farther 
south than the Bay of New York.” 

I inquired of Dr. Merriam for further information concerning 

it; he wrote as follows : “I have myself recorded Larus leucop¬ 

terus from the Adirondacks (Bull. N. O. C., Vol. VI, No. 4, 

Oct. 1880, p. 235). I did not kill the bird, but saw them (there 

were two) for several hours flying about a pond. They were 

smaller than argentatus, and the primaries were without black 

tips. This was just after the ice had gone out of the lakes in 



659- The White-winged Gull. By Everett Smith. Ibid., No. 24, p. 

474. — A reply to Mr. Brewster (see above, "No. 643)E'er. & Stream. Vol. X2CJ 

640. The White-winged Gull. Lams leucofterus. By Everett Smith. 

Ibid., No. 9, pp. 163, 164.— Referring specimens previously identified by 

Mr. W. Brewster (Bull. N. O. C., VIII, 125) as L. glaucescens to L. leu- 

c of ter us, with further comment on Mr. Brewster’s review of the writer’s 

‘Birds of Maine.’ E'er. & Stream. Vol. XXI 



Recent Occurrence of Iceland Gulls near New York.— During the 

past few years there have been some sight identifications of the Iceland Gull 

(Larus leucopterus) near New York City, which indicate that this species, 

though rare, occurs here every year or two between the middle of January 

and end of March. In this connection attention is called to remarks on 

the occurrence of the Iceland Gull near Boston and its satisfactory identi¬ 

fication in life in 1 The Auk,’ July, 1908 (F. H. Allen, Larus kumlieni and 

other northern Gulls in the neighborhood of Boston, p. 296). As the 

validity of “ sight ” records depends on the circumstances under which 

they are made, we quote pertinent matters from the notes of the respective 

observers.— 

1906, March 5. Observations by Dr. W. H. Wiegmann. 

“ The following observations were made [on a single Iceland Gull] oppo¬ 

site the Hoboken terminal of the Lackawanna R. R. and adjacent northerly 

pier .... Size noticeably smaller than the numerous Herring Gulls present: 

body more bulky with shorter and broader wings: entire head, neck, under 

surface of wings and under parts, pure white: mantle lighter than in 

argentatus: bill yellow, no carmine spot observed; distal ends of primaries 

white .... Larus leucopterus would fly towards water, settle and pick up 

some drifted garbage; then was at a distance of less than 50 ft. from my 

position. I also saw the bird pass over me at 25 feet.” 

1912. Observations by Ludlow Griscom. 

“ Feb. 6th. Hudson River from Liberty St. Ferry. Just as I was 

leaving the slip, several gulls flew by about 50 yds. away, and I saw at once 

that one of them was one of the white-winged species, a fact immediately 

verified by my prism glasses. At first the birds flew away, but a minute 

later wheeled with the other gulls and hovered over the same spot while 

the ferry came nearer, giving perfect views. It [the Iceland Gull] was 

noticeably smaller than the Herring Gulls, the head and bill appearing 

much slighter and more slender. The bird was an adult pure white 

with pearl gray on mantle and wings. The red spot on the lower mandible 

was noted also. As the ferry camet'ery near indeed, all the gulls rose in the 

air and flew directly over my head at a maximum distance of 30 feet just 

clearing the upper deck, when every marking, except the red spot on the 

bill, could be seen with the naked eye.” 

“ March 29th. Central Park, New York City. 

Mr. S. V. LaDow and I saw an adult Iceland Gull with a large flock of. 

Herring Gulls on the Reservoir. The smaller size and slenderer head and 

bill was again noted .... [In my absence] the Iceland Gull approached 

within 20 feet of Mr. La Dow thus giving him an incomparable observa¬ 

tion.” 

1915 and 1916. Observations by J. T. Nichols. 

“ Feb. 13, 1915. Fort Lee Ferry, New York City. An immature 

plumaged Gull, paler and more, uniform than a young Herring, with the 

primaries largely white, seemed about the size of Herring Gulls which flew 

up with it from an ice-pan in the river. It could only have been an Iceland 

Gull or very small Glaucous Gull, in all probability but not positively the 

former.” 
“ Jan. 19, 1916. Twenty-third Street Ferry. New York City. An 

adult plumaged Iceland Gull seen nicely among Herring Gulls, though 

without glasses, at close range, from the front of the boat. The delicate 

grey of the mantle extended well out on the wing not sharply contrasted 

with its white tip. It was appreciably smaller than the Herring Gulls, 

the head and bill less heavy, and had an etherial look which I accredited to 

its having a paler mantle, although by then my chance had passed for 

direct comparison of the tone of same. Its head and neck were clouded 

with brownish, its feet pink.”—Ludlow Griscom and J. T. Nichols, 

New York City. 
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Larus leucopterus. Iceland Gull. On April 19, 1915, I saw a 

beautiful entirely snow white Iceland Gull sitting beside a Herring Gull, 

on the breakwater off Rockport, Mass. At the distance seen, about fifty 

yards, the bill was conspicuously all black, the back looked the same as 

the breast snow white and when the bird flew I saw that the ends of the 

wings were white. 

On Jan. 22, 1916, near the Salvages off Rockport, Mass., I saw six Iceland 

Gulls. The birds were flying about, among a large number of Herring 

Gulls, and were seen near enough to positively identify them, allowance 

being made for seeing the same bird twice, in giving the probable number 

of six. Two of the birds were taken, both males, one of which was an adult, 

with mantle pale pearl-blue and fresh color of bill a very delicate shade of 

fight green, with yellow spot, almost an orange shade, on the lower mandible 

near angle, and a fighter yellow spot, somewhat diffused and not as pro¬ 

nounced, on the upper mandible just over the spot on the lower mandible. 

The measurements and weights of the two birds were practically the same. 

On May 13, 1916, near the Salvages off Rockport, Mass., I saw an Ice¬ 

land Gull, near enough, several times, to positively identify the bird. 

On Feb. 22, 1917, in the same locality, I saw an Iceland Gull, which came 

within thirty-five yards of the boat. 

On Feb. 4, 1918, a short distance off Rockport, Mass., I saw three Ice¬ 

land Gulls, two of which were taken, both immature males. 

On Feb. 11, 1918, same locality, two immature female specimens taken. 
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Larus marinns. 

Boston Harbor, Mass. 

1893. The majority of the birds (I was on a dumping scow off 

Jan. 19. the outer islands) were Herring (lulls, rather more than half 

of them young or immature. Black-baclied Gulls were very 

numerous, also. They mingled freely with the Herring Gulls 

and seemed to be on good terras with them. I counted 25 Black- 

backs in full plumage in one flock and there were many young, 

also. It was not easy to separate the latter from the young 

Herring Gulls when the two were freely intermingled on the 

ice cakes but on wing the Black-back of whatever age or plu¬ 

mage was readily distinguished by its slower, steadier wing ^ 
a strong 

beats and heavier, more direct flight. This bore^resemblance 

to the flight of the Bald Eagle. Indeed Mr. Bangs and I agreed 

that it would be a difficult matter to distinguish a young 

Black-back from a brown Eagle at any distance beyond two or 

three hundred yards, for the two are very similar in general 

appearance as well as motions. 

Cambridge, Mass. 

1899. On the morning of the 13th I saw two fine adult birds of 

December. this species floating near the middle of an immense bed of 

Herring Gulls in Fresh Pond. 

Co 



Notes on Birds of Grand Ban' 
S. L.N#w«omt>. - 13 c 

Sty. 9. (/(: 

Saw two Gray Gulls, which I think were Laras marinas. 

Bull N.O.O. 4, April, 187», p.128 

Tji-j, within Ten Miles of Point 
BdeMoS.Can, Comeau&Mernam 

132. Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull.—Breeds, and is 

tolerably common. It is absent only in January and February. July 17, 

1882, I found one of their nests on Great Baule, one of the Seven Islands. 

It consisted of a little coarse grass placed in a slight depression in the 

rock, and was lined with a sort of pad, about four inches in diameter, of 

beautiful soft down, on which reposed a single egg. The egg had been 

incubated, but failed to hatch. ' r> 041 
■Rail N.O.O, 7,Oot, 1882. 

.Birds, Haute Island, Bay of Fundy, July 
26,1887. W.L.Bishop,Kentville,N.S. 

Black-backed Gull, Larus marinus; common. 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.145 

Breeding Dates of Birds in Kings 
County,N.S. WatsonL.Bishop. 

Great Black-backed Gull (Lams marinus). 

May 22, four sets were taken, May 25, three 

sets. These were collected on rocks and small 

islands in the Gaspereaux Lake, where quite a 

number of these birds breed every year. It is 

about eighteen miles from the salt water. 

(Minas Basin). I don’t remember ever having 

seen a Herring Gull on these lakes. 

G &0. XIII. Mar. 1888 p 

Birds of Hagdalen islands. 
Dr. L.B.Biohop. 

9. Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull.—A flock of between 

twenty and thirty in the adult plumage was observed on a sand bar on the 

West Point of Amherst Island, July 9. No evidence of the breeding of 

this species could be obtained. 

Auk, "71. April, 1889. p. 145 

The only bird seen in St. John’s harbor 

from the 1st to the 10th of March was a 

solitary Black-backed Gull (Larus mari¬ 

nus), here called “Saddle-back;” but dur¬ 

ing part of this time the harbor was cov¬ 

ered with ice. 

iw ■#}rDA- a h 

O.&O. Vlll. June. 1883.p.Vj. 



Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up tie 
Humber Liver, Aug, 10 - Sept, 24,1899. 

3. Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull. — Breeds sparingly 
at Adies Pond; doubtful if I saw any. 

Louis H. Porter, New Tork City. 

Auk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p. 7/, 

jDiruaoi jN.iii.coastot Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 

i4. Larus marinus. Black-backed Gull. _ Common ; rather less so 

ban the Burgomasters. Breeding commonly. Two young, kept in cap 

IoXZizt ‘ppe““,pa b““e -L 
Auk, XIX, Jan,, 1902, p.20. 

VA) Ln^y'< 
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(Jy l4-£-QloJ£) 

va I tAAVLcJ-C-w-y) 

Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull.— A not uncom¬ 

mon migrant. (LA, xy.///, fl%\ 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By James K.Fleming. 

Pt.I, Water Birds. 
Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1905, p.442. 

15. Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull — Regular win¬ 

ter resident, not uncommon, November 24 to February 16; earliest record 

September 18, 1896; latest May 26, 1897. All the birds I have examined 

or seen, alive were mature. 



£ - /y^Jreat id. Mass. Dec. 18RP, 

Birds of Bristol Oc unty, Mass. 
F. W. Andros. 

Larus marinus Linn., Great Black-backed 

Gull. Winter resident, rare. 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.137' 
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Auk, > July, 1805, p. 3/Z, 

C^-irJlz, 

Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gm r _ A „ 

resident here though probably of regular occurrence. iZ" 

“ immature plumage shot on Lake Erie in January, 1894. This winter ! 

aw four adults on February i9 (1895), two on. February ao, and Te on 

h: The Guilt a2t0bSh°h0t/ne bUt was n0t they 
y. e Gulls of which L. argentatus smithsonianus is the most com 

mon -usually rest quietly on the ice in the morning but appealIn num' 

bers m the afternoons to feed upon ‘lizards * (AT* / PP , m_ 

bait (minnows) cast away by the fishermem ( ™ “d 

Some Rare Occurrences in Yates County, N. Y. — Larus marinus. 

Great Black-backed Gull. — On April iS, 1898, there was a great 

influx of American Herring Gulls at this place and with them were about 

fifteen individuals of Larus marinus. One specimen was shot and 

brought to me for identification. They remained here about one week. 

C A. . v.V . s , /Sn , y\r. 

Auk, XVI, July, 1899, p 2.9*4, 

Great Black-backed Gull in Oneida County, N. Y. — An immature 

female Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) was shot in the southern 

part of this town, the latter part of February, 1903. This is the first 

recorded occurrence of the species in this county. — W. S. Johnson, 

Boonville, Oneida County, N. V. Auk, XX, July, 1903, p. 3o3 

VzkV, c —J 6 ^58 >1 j , iA . L(. 

Larus marinus. The first Great Black-backed Gull observed 

this autumn at the western end of Long Island was seen by Mr. 

Robt. L. Peavey, on Nov. 20, 1904, at Rockaway. The earliest 

fall record of this bird for this locality which the writer knows 

is November 3. Both these dates are considered early, the birds 

rarely occurring here in abundance much before Christmas. The 

northward departure occurs correspondingly early, March 13 being 

the date on which the last bird has been seen. 

)L1r<»-t4-AcLv . Va - ‘ 

.uu, TXll, Ayr., 190kp./^Ss, 

The Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) on Long Island, N. Y., in 

August.—Near Jones Inlet, on August 14, 1910, I collected an adult 

female of this species. As this bird does not make its appearance on 

Long Island until the cold weather sets in, late m the fall, this early date 

appears to be a rare exception. The bird was moulting heavily, especially 

the primaries, so that it was unable to fly more than about 15 yards at a 

time. The fact that the specimen was moulting after having migrated 

instead of moulting before the migration period is quite unusual.— J. A. 

Weber, Palisades Park, N.J. 

Ank 29 s n 191 P /Od. 
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An Ornithologist* s Summer in Labrador 
M. Abbott Frazar. 

Earns marinus, Great Black-backed Gull. 

Quite common everywhere, but the least gie- 

garious of any of the gulls; for I seldom found 

more than a half dozen pair breeding on the 

same island, and a small island of not over a 

couple of acres, would seldom have more than 

a couple of pairs on it. The nests were built 

of dry stalks of grasses; were very bulky and 

deeply hollowed; were also placed, as a rule, 

upon some high spot on the island, so the bird 

could have a clear view for some distance. I 

found no clutches of over three eggs, and after 

they have been robbed once or twice they are 

more apt to lay two than three. The eggs on 
an average, are considerably larger than a Her¬ 

ring Gull’s, and the shell is coarser and lacks 

any gloss. The spots are also inclined to run 

much larger and fewer in number, and about 

five per cent of the eggs taken were of a pale 

blue ground color, with none, or a very few 

dark spots on them. As soon as the young are 

a few days old they leave the nest and secrete 
themselves among the rocks or paddle about 

among the islands, always under the watchful 

eye of their parents far over head. I quite of¬ 

ten used to row up on to young birds some dis¬ 

tance from the shore, when they would sink 

down into the water showing but very little of 

their heads, and try to get away, but if pursued 

they would come to the surface and put in the 

best they knew how. That was always the sig¬ 

nal for the approach of the old birds, and so I 

had no difficulty in procuring what specimens 

I wished, although it is what might be consid¬ 

ered a very shy bird. Another way I had of 

getting them was to shoot down a Herring 

Gull, which would generally bring them about. 

During the breeding season they feed veiy 

largely upon the eggs of other birds, and upon 

young Eider Ducks. They will take a Murre 

egg, grasp it in the centre with their bill, and 

without breaking the two ends apart, they will 

I orush in the sides and secure the contents. 

I They must do it skilfully, as I never saw any 

j part of an egg spilt on the rocks, nor did I ever 

see a gull’s plumage stained with it either. 

They catch young Eiders in this way; two or 

three gulls will hover over a brood in the water, 

which of course confuses the mother duck and 

scatters the brood in all directions. Then by 
following the ducklings after each dive they 

would soon tire them out, and a skilfully di¬ 

rected blow at the base of the skull, which sel¬ 

dom missed its aim, would in an instant finish 

the business, and before the unhappy duck 

would know which way to turn its brood would 

be one less. On several occasions I have seen 

the mother duck drawn several feet in the air, 

by clinging to the gull as it dove for its prey, 

and several times I have seen a venturesome 

“Black-back” get knocked over with a charge 

of shot, when he happened to get too interested 

in his pursuit and allow of my too close ap¬ 

proach. 
Their eggs are very nice eating, nearly as 

good as aMurre’s and far superior to a hen’s. 

Quite often they were served to me at meals, 

but it almost made my heart ache to break one, 
however, I could not say anything for fear of 

giving away their value. The young, just af tei 

having left the down, are delicious eating.. But 

the old birds are the most rapacious things I 
ever saw. An incident which happened, just 

occurs to me. I was anxious to get some spec¬ 

imens of the Common Cormorant, quite a col¬ 

ony of which lived on some very high cliffs on 

the point of Cape Whittle, and as the cliffs were 

very high, and this species bred only along 

Copyright, 1887, by F. H. Cai|ifenter and F. B. Webster. 



THU TIMES, FRIDAY^ 

SEPTEMBER 4, 1891. 

THE GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL. 

(by a son op the mabshes.) 

When I see a cob or a great black-backed gull 

in a collection of stuffed birds, my thoughts fly 

to a bare expanse of sands, the monotonous level 

broken by the timbers of ill-fated vessels which 

stick up here and there ; with these, the never-to- 

be-forgotten sight of dead men’s bodies, storm- 

tossed and battered from their contact with wreck¬ 

age that had, in our homely phrase, “ come 

ashore.” When the same sands are sleeping under 

the hot sun, the gulls daintily stepping along 

their edge, or floating light as a cork on the calm 

water beyond, one can hardly realize the danger 

of those treacherous, deadly quicksands, the 

Goodwins, the name of which has struck terror 

to the heart of so many a gallant sailor. 

I have seen them when a mass of foaming water ; 

boiled and hissed over them and the cry had 

reached our homes that a vessel had struck ; 

and have watched the grand seabird, as, beaten to 

leeward, it made tacks to get up again, partly 

succeeding, to be caught again by the wind and 

blown like a sheet of paper over the beach. Even 

then the “ cob’s ” courage never failed him. He 

would beat back, and flap along the breakers just 1 

off shore, marine vulture that he is, in search of 

some ghastly prey. As a child, I looked on him 

with awe, when he came on our dangerous coast 

from the open sea, and flapped to and fro over the 
sandhills, with their scanty vegetation—sea holly, I 

creeping convolvulus,and bents, diversifiedhereandJ 
there with patches of sea-kale, and then flew into 
the salt flats close at hand, where, on one leg, he ; 
would rest for a while by the side of some pool 

that glistened among tangled patches of sea blite ] 
and samphire, far enough away from the sand¬ 

hills to be out of reach of all harm, even from a 
long duck-gun. When the fishermen’s wives 

caught sight of him they would grow uneasy 
about their husbands and sons who were away 

out at sea. They said the cob knew all about 

the storm that was brewing, and had come into the 
quiet marsh to listen as it came up over the 
dreary flats. Then I would creep into some old 

crone’s dwelling, and sit listening with fear, mixed 

with a gruesome delight, to the stories of long-past 
storms and the havoc they had wrought amongst 
our folk. And, when the narrator paused to take 
breath and some strong puffs at her short black 
pipe, I thought of my friends Scoot and Winder 
outside with their fathers’ hoats, and pictured 
them drowned and driven up ashore to their 
mothers’ doors. 

Somehow, in my boyish fancy, the idea of the 
cob was always associated, too, with those daring 
old sea-dogs, incorrigible smugglers, the heroes 

of our lads, one or two of whom flashed only like 
occasional meteors across our horizon, running 

ashore at our port from time to time, then 
vanishing and being unheard of for years. When 
such a visitant was in our midst his presence 

was felt in every dwelling on the flats, and the 
social atmosphere seemed charged with an elec¬ 
tricity that was an unmixed source of joy, to the 
younger members at least of the community. 

It had been a beautiful day on one of the lone¬ 
liest parts of our lonely foreshore. After the 

heat of the sun had left the pebbly beach, a slight 
breeze had sprung up, just strong enough to stir 
the sand on the hillocks, and to cover up the 
prints of the dotterels’ feet and the traces of the 

lizards that had revelled in the warmth and been 
running about all the day long. The tide was 
coming in and the gulls beat lazily to and fro, 
looking for what it might cast before it. Curlews 

were busy with their sickle-like bills, trying to 

; get a meal before the water reached them. 
These, with a few dotterels that piped as they 

*an, were all that was to be seen in the way of 
bird-life. 

Our community of fisherfolk was moved to the 

core. The wildest and most daring of the sea 
rovers who hailed from our port had come back to 

die—he was fast nearing the last moorings. His 
noted gray brig, which it was said had only been 

seen in the most fearful weather, dashing round 

about the Goodwins, the flying Dutchman of 
those boiling seas, would never be sighted again. | 

“ He was born when the tide was full, he will 
go at its ebb,” they said. 

When the night.'came, and the moon silvered 
the waters and lit up our sandhills, the man so 

much talked of was close to his port, watched 

only by a woman as brave as himself, one 
who held many a gruesome secret in her keep¬ 

ing. True to her past she allowed no one 

to hear the last murmurs from the lips of 
her husband. Yet her head was bowed and her 

heart breaking. As the tide turned on the ebb 
in the gray of the morning he passed from her. 

The great gull brings back the scene of that 
morning, the sun shining in on a dead, upturned 

face, and a lonely, weeping woman ; two or three 

fishermen’s wives standing on the threshold of 
the open door with children clinging to their 
skirts and looking fearfully within. 

Our men used to bring home in the boats young 

cobs that had been taken from their breeding 

stations. Great, brown, speckled creatures they 
were, of most grave demeanour ; one wing was 

always carefully clipped. That grave bearing 

was not at all confirmed by their tricks and 
manners, as I have found to my cost. If you 

attempted to stroke one he would bite most 
ferociously, lacerating your fingers, and then 

setting up a querulous cry as though he, and 
not you, had been the injured party. 

I believe the men brought these young birds from 
the north—Scotland—where our fishing boats ran 

at times for fish or another produce. A certain 
man with a keen eve to business first introduced 

the birds to our folks to be turned out into their 
gardens, the cobs being such mighty hunters of 

small deer. He had tried one first himself that 
he had caught on a line and pinioned, and it 

had proved so useful that in a very short time 
not a snail or slug could be found in his garden, 

nor, said he, dared a worm so much as show 
1 itself above ground when that cob was about. 

Even the rats and mice that had swarmed about 

his pigsties vanished. One day a three-parts- 
grown rat Was seen going down the cob’s 
throat. After that all the folks who had 

.gardens wanted a young cob to put in them. 
In the season we boys used to look for¬ 
ward eagerly to the advent of the great birds 

when the boats returned from the northern fishing 
grounds. They brought a good price in those 
days. Not many, however, arkived at maturity. 
It takes three or four years for them to do that in 
a state of captivity. Like most pets, some of them 

became troublesomp, and got into trouble, too. 
From hunting in the garden, they considered 

themselves in time its sole guardians ; children, 
dogs, and cats were neither required nor allowed 
from their point of view. This idea they worked 
out at times by their bills, vulture-like cutting 

machines, to their own satisfaction, if not to that 
of their victims. Accidents occurred that did 

not always end well for the cobs. If one of the 
I young folks went to have a look at the last litter 

of pigs, for instance, and the cob slipped up 
behind and nipped a piece out of his bare 
leg a scrub broom was apt to be used in j 
retaliation at random about the cob’s body. 
Or a little maid just in her teens, re¬ 
joicing in a pair of the substantial boots made 

by our local cobbler, might have her leg bitten 
just above the tops of them, which would 
draw on the unlucky bird such a kick from the 

| metal toetips that he would meditate with ruffled 
plumage on the rough ways of the world for the 

| rest of the day. So our cobs were short-lived 
generally, and had to be frequently replaced. 



On the boats they took fish freely from tho 
hands of the fishermen; the quantity they could 

stow away was something marvellous. They are 
not particular as to the nature of their food, so 
long as there is enough of it ; a rat or a bird, a 

fish or a snail, or bread and milk,will suit almost 
equally well. Tradition said that in the early 
days of our oldest inhabitants the great black- 

backed gull bred on some of the wild flats of the 

Kentish coast and in a portion of the lonely salt 
marshes of Essex. I cannot speak confidently 

as to this, but, as I have myself observed him in 
these localities, I think the fact is more than 

probable. 
The shore shooter regards him with unfavour¬ 

able eyes, for if he wounds a duck or pochard and 

the fowl drops out on the water, the cob will 

swoop down, tear it to pieces and devour it. The 
rock fowlers curse him most heartily, for he 

devours both eggs and young. I do not know why 

they should grudge him some of these, for there 

are plenty for both him and them, and to spare. 

On the grouse moors he is detested more than the 
eagle himself. He not only oats the eggs and 

kills the young there, like any raven, but the 

sitting grouse herself is not safe from him. This 
is not all ; he has the credit, how far de¬ 

served I cannot say, of killing and eating 

the young of the fierce peregrine falcon, 
if the nest is left undefended when the 

young falcons are in their down state. From 

personal observation, I do not believe that he is 
quite capable of this, for, if there is a trap baited 

for any large, rapacious bird, and the cob is in 

the vicinity, he is nearly certain to get into it. 
Marine vulture though he is styled, I have a 

great admiration for this bold bird, one of the 

| greatest ornaments of tho waters and the shores. 
Like all other creatures, he fills the place he was 

intended for to perfection—one of the police that 
nature has stationed in their, appointed beats all 
over the earth and the waters. He is a restless 

wanderer, for ever beating to and fro, when not 
asleep. I have watched him on the ocean, along 

the shores, and in the marshes, Happing up arms 
of the sea inland and around the mighty three- 

deckers of past days. I have seen him also calmly 

flying up a tidal river with houses on both sides 
of it. See him where you will, he is never put 

out or flustered ; there is no rush or hurry about 
him. A bird of mark, he is something to look at 

and to remember. They tell me ho is now rare 

where I first knew him. I should be sorry to 
know that he had left that coast for good. Yet 

never again may I see him as I saw him last, 
after a storm, tearing away at something that was 

tangled in the wreckage left by retiring waters on 

the sands—something that caused me to go 
L quickly out of sight, both of it and the cob. 





Some Notes on the Herring Gull {Larus argentatus).— The evidence 

that there is no such bird as Larus argentatus smithsonianus continues 

to accumulate. Doubts of the validity of this subspecies have been 

expressed before, both orally and in print. {Cf Knight, List of Birds 

of Me., p. 19; Maine Sportsman, July, ’98, p. 13; Journal of the Me. 

Orn. Soc., Oct. 1899, p. 37). These records refer to the occurrence in 

Maine of specimens referable to L. argentatus, and finally question the 

existence of any subspecific differences between American and European 

specimens. While in Portland a short time ago I had occasion to visit 

the shop of a local taxidermist and noticed a large number of these 

birds which he had skinned for sale to milliners. After carefully exam¬ 

ining fully 100 specimens, which had been shot in Portland Harbor and 

vicinity, I was delighted to find ten specimens which were, as regards 

the first primaries, typical examples of L. argentatus. Three of the 

birds had the first primary entirely white at the tip without any trace 

of a black bar or dot, and the others had the black bar only slightly 

indicated. Other specimens had the black bar more complete, and a 

perfect series of gradations could be found between adult birds with 

only white on the apical part of the first primary and birds having a 

black bar half an inch wide near its extremity. The non-existence of 

the so-called subspecies L. a. smithsonianus seems to be completely 

demonstrated. At the same time I had the opportunity of examining a 

large number of Kittiwake Gulls and found a greater variation in their 

primaries than in those of the Herring Gull. In both cases specimens 

examined for comparative purposes were adult birds. •— Ora W. Knight, 

Bangor, Me. Attk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p ~p% . 

Some notes on the Herring Gull {Barns argentatus). — The evidence 

that there is no such bird as Larus argentatus smithsonianus continues to 

accumulate. Doubts of the validity of this subspecies have been expressed 

before, both orally and in print. {Cf. Knight, Hist, of Birds of Me., p. 19; 

Maine Sportsman, July, 1898, p. 13; Journal of the Me. Orn. Soc., Oct. 

1899, p. 37). These records refer to the occurrence in Maine of speci¬ 

mens referable to L. argentatus, and finally question the existence of 

any subspecific differences between American and European specimens. 

While in Portland a short time ago I had occasion to visit the shop of a 

local taxidermist and noticed a large number of these birds which he had 

skinned for sale to milliners. After carefully examining fully 100 speci¬ 

mens, which had been shot in Portland Harbor and vicinity, I was 

delighted to find ten specimens which were, as regards the first prima¬ 

ries, typical examples of L. argentatus. Three of the birds had the first 

primary entirely white at the tip without any trace of a black bar or dot, 

and the others had the black bar only slightly indicated. Other speci¬ 

mens had the black bar more complete, and a perfect series of grada¬ 

tions could be found between adult birds with only white on the 

apical part of the first primary and birds having a black bar half an 

inch wide near its extremity. The non-existence of the so-called sub¬ 

species L. a. smithsonianus seems to be completely demonstrated. At the 

same time I had the opportunity of examining a large number of Kit¬ 

tiwake Gulls and found a greater variation in their primaries than in 

those of the Herring Gull. In both cases specimens examined for com¬ 

parative purposes were adult birds. — Ora W. Knight, Bangor, Me. 

Auk, XVII, April, 1900, p. tt$' 
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feeding over rafts of drifting sea weeds, when its diet was found to consist 
of maggots, probably Coleopa frigida, a fly that breeds at high water mark 
in d*-* vine ..seaweeds (Alatp, and 7nztp.ra'\ 

The Food of Several Maine Water-Birds.— The following notes are the 
result of a number of actual observations on the food of birds, that for the 
greater part have been examined under conditions which did not admit 
of the preservation of the stomach contents for expert examination. 
Therefore they are here offered as a contribution to a subject both impor¬ 
tant and interesting. 

In the diet of the Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) I have noticed sea 
cucumbers (Pentacta frondosa) disgorged by the side of a nest, and during 
the winter of 1907-08, one of these birds was seen repeatedly dropping a 
frozen Pentacta on Old Orchard beach. Previous to freezing a hole had 
been torn in its side, evidently by the beak of a gull or crow. 

The shell bodies of the beach snail (Polinices heros), with operculum 
attached, have been found by the sides of nests. The broken and empty 
shells are common at resting places of this gull. This mollusk is a well 
known and abundant enemy of the common clam (Mya arenaria). On 
the Maine coast it is eaten by modern man to a very limited extent, and in 
certain sections, and at certain times it is used to a great extent for fish 
bait. Yet its destruction of the clam, so extensively used in commerce, 
offsets its own small use, and the habit of the Gull in feeding upon it is an 
economic service, to be considered in the summary of its feeding habits. 
At the No-mans-land colony, in summer, I once saw nearly a pint of 
cockles (Purpura lappillus) disgorged by the side of a nest; and at the 
Brothers, Englishman’s Bay, a half pint of the crustacean, Thysanopoda 
norvegica, disgorged by the side of a nest. 

Larus Philadelphia, besides its diet of fish, and garbage, has been found 

„ _,_uuimg wie wmuer oi ryui—1)8, Had 
its gullet filled with large specimens of Crammarus locusta, the common 
sea flea of our shores. Another taken in 1908 was similarly filled with 
young crabs (Cancer irroratus), in both instances to the exclusion of other 
food. 

In the stomachs of Canada Geese, and Brant (Branta bernicla glauco- 
gastra) I have found rhizomes of Zostera, and in the Canada Goose, sea let¬ 
tuce (Ulva lactuca). 

In the stomach of the Common Bittern, besides frogs, I have seen the 
field mouse (Microtus pennsylvanicus) and the large Water Beetle (Disty- 
cus). 

In the stomach of a Dowitcher (Macrohamphus griseus), maggots, prob¬ 
ably Coleopa frigida, a beach fly which abounds on our coast, breeding in 
decaying sea weeds at or above high tide mark. 

Arquatella maritima is abundant on the outermost ledges and islands 
east of Cape Small. I have .found its diet to consist commonly of small 

blue mussels (Mytilus edulis) and barnacles (Balanus balanoides), the same 
diet, and same resort, as that of the Turnstone (Arenaria interpres morin- 
ella).— Arthur H. Norton, Portland, Maine. 

Auk ae, 03r- 3% 4>0. 
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1. Larus argentatus. Herring Gull.— On September 25, 1907, 

three of these birds visited the Notch. Two of them remained in the air 
while the third alighted for a few moments on Saco Lake, a tiny sheet of 
water. Another example occurred on September 25, 1908. It remained 
the greater part of the forenoon. 

Auk 23, Oct-1909 »p» 

no 
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feeding over rafts of drifting sea weeds, when its diet was found to consist 

of maggots, probably Coleopa frigida, a fly that breeds at high water mark 

in decaying seaweeds (Alga: and Zostera). 

Once at Matinicus Rock in the month of August, a school of skeleton 

shrimps (Thysanopoda norvegica) was stranded near the boat house, at 

high water, and were left in a windrow to perish, by the receding tide. 

The Arctic Terns were quick to detect their presence, and became engaged 

in carrying large numbers from the beach to their young, until darkness 

caused them to stop. 

Winter Black Ducks (Anas rubripes) taken on the outer islands off the 

coast in winter have been found to be chiefly fed upon Littorina palliata. 

A specimen taken on the Presumpscat River, in Windham, late in Novem¬ 

ber, was gorged with a fresh water snail (Campeloma decisa). Two speci¬ 

mens taken on tide water at the mouth of the same river, in the fall, had 

their gullets filled with seed of eel grass (Zostera marina) and a few isopods 

(Idotea marina). 
The importance of Zostera as a food for winter birds seems to be consider¬ 

able. Black Ducks, Whistlers and probably other ducks feed upon its 

seeds in our caves and bays. Horned Larks, Snow Buntings and other 

finches feed upon them on our beaches in winter. Geese and Brant devour 

its rhizomes. Its seeds are of a good size, and the crop extensive. Its 

value must be enormous though not appreciated. 

Wood Ducks coming under my observation have shown a fondness for 

bulbs of Sagittaria. 

A Scaup (Marila marila) from the Fox Islands in winter was well filled 

with shells of Macoma balth-ica. 

In the stomach of Whistlers (Clangula clangula americana) seed of Zostera 

and shells of Lacuna vincta and Margarita helicina, both associates on the 

eelgrass, have been identified. 

A King Eider, shot at Scarborough, during the winter of 1907-08, had 

its gullet filled with large specimens of Crammarus locusta, the common 

sea flea of our shores. Another taken in 1908 was similarly filled with 

young crabs (Cancer irroratus), in both instances to the exclusion of other 

food. 

In the stomachs of Canada Geese, and Brant (Branta bernicla glauco- 

gastra) I have found rhizomes of Zostera, and in the Canada Goose, sea let¬ 

tuce (XJlva lactuca). 

In the stomach of the Common Bittern, besides frogs, I have seen the 

field mouse (M-icrotus pennsylvanicus) and the large Water Beetle (Disty- 

cus). 

In the stomach of a Dowitcher (Macrohamphus griseus), maggots, prob¬ 

ably Coleopa frigida, a beach fly which abounds on our coast, breeding in 

decaying sea weeds at or above high tide mark. 

Arquatella maritima is abundant on the outermost ledges and islands 

east of Cape Small. I have found its diet to consist commonly of small 

blue mussels (Mytilus edulis) and barnacles (Balanus balanoides), the same 

diet, and same resort, as that of the Turnstone (Arenaria interpres morin- 

ella).— Arthur H. Norton, Portland, Maine. 

Auk ae, ini- iZ, no. 
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1. Larus argentatus. Herring Gull.— On September 25, 1907, 

three of these birds visited the Notch. Two of them remained in the air 

while the third alighted for a few moments on Saco Lake, a tiny sheet of 

water. Another example occurred on September 25, 1908. It remained 

the greater part of the forenoon. 

Auk 2(3, Oct-100S,p, e/jy 



The American and European Herring Gulls. — In 1862, the late Dr. 

Coues separated the American Herring Gull as specifically distinct from 

the European Herring Gull, under the name Larus smitksonianus, on the 

basis of slight differences in general size, and in the size and form of the 

bill, but mainly on the small amount of white at the tips of the primaries. 

Later an attempt was made to show that these alleged differences were 

due to age (cf. Allen, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., II, pp. 194-196, April, 1871). 

As, however, Herring Gulls unquestionably referable to the Old World 

form have proved to be of more or less frequent occurrence in this 

country, together with many intermediates, both forms of the Herring 

Gull have been given a place in the A. O. U. Check-List, standing, 

respectively, as Larus argentatus and Larus argentatus smithsomanus. 

I have, however, never been convinced that my exposition of the case in 

1871 was not thoroughly sound. 

Although Larus smitksonianus, either as a species or subspecies, appears 

to have never received any recognition abroad, it was not again chal¬ 

lenged by American writers till 1898 and later, when Mr. O. W. Knight, 

after examination of a great number of adult American Herring Gulls 

shot at Portland, Maine, emphatically claimed the “non-existence of the 

so-called subspecies L. a. smitksonianus ” (cf Auk, XVII, Jan. 1900, pp. 63, 

64). A year later Dr. Dwight, on wholly different material, reached 

practically the same conclusion in his paper on ‘ The Sequence of Moults 

and Plumages of the Laridae ’ (Auk, XVIII, Jan. 1901, pp. 49-62). _ In 

referring to the white areas at the tip of the first primary in the American 

Herring Gull, and to the wide range of variation in these markings, 

which vary from two small distinct white areas to a single large apical 

white spot, he asks “Is the European bird always marked by one white 

area?” Owing to the absence of large series of European specimens in 

American museums, the question was not easy to answer. Hence, 

when an opportunity presented itself, in July, 1901, t° examine the 

series of these birds in the British Museum, through the courtesy 

of the officers of that grand institution, I eagerly availed myself of it. 

The result of my examination of this material may be briefly summarized 

as follows : 40 adult birds were examined ; 9 out of 15 specimens killed 

in the British Islands were of the smitksonianus type, and 6 of the 

argentatus type; of 16 specimens from various localities in North 

America, 4 were of the typical argentatus type and 12 of the smithsomanus 

type. Thus much more than half of the specimens killed in the British 

Islands were like the so-called smitksonianus type, and one fourth of the 

American specimens were of the so-called argentatus type. Most of the 

British examples, it should be added, were birds of apparently the second 

or third year, and the same is true of the American examples examined. 

From the foregoing it is evident that there can be but one conclusion 

in respect to the Herring Gulls of the two sides of the Atlantic; namely, 

that the extent and form of the white apical spots on the first primary vary 

with the age of the bird, being small and separated in birds that have just 

acquired adult plumage, and increase in size with age till, in a small 

percentage, consisting of probably very old birds, the two white spots at 

the tip of the first primary become merged into one, forming a single 

greatly lengthened white area ; that this is true of both European and 

American birds; and that the alleged characters of Larus smitksonianus 

are invalid, the supposed differences in the form and size of the bill being 

also variations due to age.—J. A. Allen, Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., New 

York City. Auk, XIX, July, 1902, P)>. *23. -)$H. 



( 419 ) 

ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES FROM DEVON AND CORNWALL. 

By John Gatcombe. 

By March 14th numbers of adult Sea-mews, Larus canus, 

mostly in pairs, had assembled in our harbours en route for their 

breeding quarters. This Gull, I am glad to say, appears to have 

become more plentiful within the last few years; but “ Common 

Gull” is still I fear rather a misnomer, at least on this part of 

the coast. I examined a nice male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, 

killed in the neighbourhood of Plymouth ; the stomach contained 

small white maggots or grubs with very black heads. On March 

19th I observed the last Black Redstart of the season at the 

Devil's Point, Stonehouse. Notwithstanding excessively cold 

easterly winds, Mr. Brodrick, of Chudleigh, informed me that 

he saw Wheatears near Haldon on March 22nd, but I did not 

observe them at Plymouth until the 30th of the month. On one 

occasion, some years ago, I met with a Wheatear on Dartmoor as 

early as March 6th. 

In April Lesser Black-backed Gulls were numerous in pairs, 

and in full breeding-plumage. On the 11th of that month the 

nest of a pair of Ravens which breed annually at Bovisand, near 

Plymouth, was visited, and found to contain two young birds 

almost ready to fly; and a friend informed me that some Cornish 

Choughs were nesting near Bude, which I am glad to say were 

left unmolested. On April 19th a female Hoopoe was obtained 

at Saltash, near Plymouth; and I heard of another which had 

flown on board a ship at sea, but left for the shore on nearing 

Portsmouth ; the stomach of the Saltash specimen contained the 

skins of caterpillars or grubs of beetles; the eggs in the ovary 

were much advanced. 

On May 1st I observed many birds at a distance on the West 

mud-banks of the Tamar, which I felt sure were Whimbrels, and 

the day after I heard their notes. By the 4th a small party of 

Common Sandpipers, Tringa hypoleueus, were seen on the rocks 

at Stonehouse; wind N.E. and very cold. On the same day an 

adult male Ring Ouzel was killed in the neighbourhood. Swifts 

were seen on the 8th, and as late as the 12th (strange to say) a 

couple of Brent Geese were sent in the flesh to a local birdstuffer. 

Whimbrels by that date were plentiful, and I examined one 

72- 
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Hybrid between the Lesser Black-back and Herring Gulls.—The 

hybrid between these two gulls mentioned by me at p. 450 of ‘ The 

Zoologist’ for 1881 as having been bred in my pond in May, 1880, and 

allowed to fly, has from that time to the present paid me frequent visits, 

sometimes staying for two or three days together, sometimes leaving 

immediately after feeding-time, and sometimes not making its appearance 

for weeks together. It has now so nearly reached its adult plumage that I 

. think it worth while to give a short description of it, as I have lately had a 

good many opportunities of looking at it, and am always afraid each visit 

may be its last, as it might meet with an accident on one of its journeys to 

and from the Bristol Channel, though as a rule it flies, very high and quite 

out of shot. The wing-coverts, and mantle appear now to have assumed 

their fully adult colouring, there being none of the brown markings of the 

immature plumage left. The quills, however, are not those of the adult 

bird, though I should think after another moult they, as well as the tail- 

feathers, which still have a few brown markings left, would be so. The 

wing-coverts and mantle are very pale indeed for a Black-back, though 

much too dark for a Herring Gull. The legs are flesh-colour like the 

Herring Gull, if anything a little brighter and more highly coloured, now 

showing no sign of the yellow of the Lesser Black-back. Any one 

shooting it and describing it might say it was a pale Lesser Black-back 

with the legs and feet coloured like those of a Herring Gull, but I do not 

think anyone would speak of it as a dark Herring Gull. The legs and 

feet are both the same colour, not like those mentioned at p. 70 of ‘ The 

Zoologist ’ for 1882 as one yellow and one pale flesh-colour. With regard 

to the remarks there made, I perfectly agree with my friend Mr. Howard 

Saunders that that bird is not a hybrid between Larus fuscus and Larus 

marinus. I believe these two gulls would never cross under any circum¬ 

stances. But I do not go so far as to say, “ I do not believe in hybrid 

gulls in a wild state,” for I do believe that the Herring Gull and the Lesser 

Black-back would cross occasionally in a wild state, seeing the readiness 

with which they do so in captivity. I think an odd pair, a male of one 

and a female of the other, would breed without any difficulty, except, 

perhaps, the difficulty of finding a breeding-place where they would be free 

from persecution, for I do not think they would be allowed at a breeding 

station of either Herring Gulls or Lesser Black-backs. The bird above 

mentioned differs materially from Larus affinis, at least according to Mr. 
Dresser’s description, for he describes Larus affinis as having the legs and / 

feet yellow.—Cecil Smith (Bishop’s Lydeard, Taunton). 
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Larue a,. smithsonianus. 

Mass. 

I went to Fresh Pond this morning at 8.30 and found an 

astonishing number and variety of water-fowl "bedded" off the 

point of the Grove about 300 yards from shore. Sitting as 

closely together as such birds often do under similar circum¬ 

stances they formed a continuous belt 50 or 60 yards wide by 

at least 400 yards in length. I counted them carefully and 

got 863 Gulls and 8 Ducks as the result. Taking a position 

at the extreme end of the point of the Grove, where I had the 

advantage of being 30 ft. or more above the pond, and resting 

my powerful double telescope against the trunk of a big hem¬ 

lock I spent nearly an hour in identifying and watching the 

members of this flock. The light was excellent and my glass 

brought the birds so near that I had little or no difficulty 

in distinguishing their colors and markings. Indeed I quickly 

determined almost to my entire satisfaction almost every bird 

which especially attracted my attention. 

The Gulls composing this great flock spent a large part 

of their time this morning either in floating idly on the sur¬ 

face or in washing and pluming themselves. At times fully 

half of the total number were simultaneously engaged in the 

latter occupation. They would first thrust their heads and 

necks beneath the surface and raising them suddenly send a 

quantity of water over their backs at the same time beating 
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the surface with their wings. After repeating this twice or 

thrice they 'would shake themselves to throw off the water and 

then begin passing their feathers through their bills. It was 

a pretty sight to see so many of the great, white birds thus 

occupied, with the spray thrown up by their powerful wings 

flashing in the sunshine. 

The only difficulty that I had in counting them was due 

to the fact that so many were constantly joining and leaving 

the flock. Dozens would arrive together coming from both the 

south and east, flying at a great height while over the land 

but on reaching the pond shooting down on a long incline with 

set wings and at a rate of speed that I do not remember to 

have ever seen equalled before by any birds of this species. 

They were remarkably silent for so large a body of birds but 

every now and then they would raise their wild, thrilling 

clamor making the air ring with it for a few moments. 

I did not see any of them flying about in search of food 

but the swimming birds were continually sipping the -water and, 

I think, feeding to some extent on small floating objects. 
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Concord, Mass Diyfes lilce a Tern 

1890 At Ball's Hill early this afternoon I saw a Herring Gull 

March 13. (one of two that came from down river) hover at a height of 

beneath the surface for at least three seconds. 7/hen it came 

up it floated on the water for a few minutes before taking 

wing again. I could not see that it had anything in its bill 

C ambri dg e, Ha s s 

j 1899. Whenever the weather was calm and rather mild Herring 

November. Gulls resorted to Fresh Pond in greater numbers than I have 

ever seen there before, but few or none alighted there on cold 

windy days. They came to the Pond from the eastward as well 

as southward and usually at a great height, not all together 

out in a straggling flight or procession which lasted for an 

hour or two in the morning when they were almost constantly 

in sight over our garden. If the wind rose during the day 

most of them at once started back but if the weather remained 

calm the return flight would not begin much before sunset. 

Lothrap tells rue that none pf them ever remain in the Pond 

over night. Hy counts were as follows : 25/S~ , 2QV°°, 2977° , 30^ 

Spent most of the forenoon at Fresh Pond watching the N o v. 29 

water fowl assembled there. Gulls and Ducks intermingled 

covered anjarea of at least twenty acres. V/.Deane counted 770 
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Gulls and I 150 Ducks. A few Gulls were coming in from time 

to time at 9 A.M. and at about 11 A.LI. , when the west wind 

started and began to ruffle the pond, at least one third of 

the Gulls rose high in air and departed in the direction of 

Boston. Our count was probably made at about the time when 

the birds were present in the greatest numbers. 

At least eighty percent of the Gulls were old birds (a 

sad commentary on the results of the past breeding season). X 

scrutinized nearly every one of them carefully with my double 

telescope and, as far as I could make out, all but one were 

Herring Gulls. (For this one see note under Larus glaucus ). 

Many of the Herring Gulls slept by spells but the majori¬ 

ty swam slowly about or "rode at anchor" breasting the wind 

and rising and falling with the waves, after the wind had 

roughened the pond. Once there was a sudden and to me quite 

mysterious alarm when the bulk of the flock started and cir¬ 

cled about a few times before realighting but with this excep¬ 

tion the Gulls remained very quiet during the time I was 
make 

watching them. As far as I could^out they were not getting 

or even looking for food while in the water and none of them 

flew about in search of it although they used to do so years 

ago when there were alewivos in Fresh Pond. I saw a young 

bird do a very singular thing. It rolled over squarely on its 

back in the water and floated th©¥=e for half-a-minute or more 
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puddling the air with its feet precisely after the manner of 

a dying Duel, that has fallen or turned over on its oack in the 

water. This performance was repeated several times. 

I also repeatedly saw Herring Gulls start and fly for a 

few rods and then suddenly pitch down on their sides with 

stiffly extended wings mailing the water fly os they struck 

the surface and sometimes sinking nearly out of sight. Occa¬ 

sionally several would do this in quick succession one follow¬ 

ing the other. 

Lothrop tells me that there are never many Gulls in the 

pond when the weather is cold and blustering and that the 

calmer and milder the day the greater the number assembled 

there. This is confirmed by my own observations in this and 

former years. We have both noticed also that all the Gulls 

leave the pond before dark each night. 

Walter Deane and I made the following counts at Fresh 

3oo 96c ^.32. s~oo & >6 
Pond: 11 , 13 ,14 ,17 ,21 ,25 . On several occa¬ 

sions when the weather was exceptionally calm and mild I vis¬ 

ited the Pond without finding a single Gull there. On the 

17th rather more than half the surface was closed by thin ice 

along the edges of which near the middle the birds began col¬ 

lecting until about 400 were assembled in a gray and white 

mass. In this throng we counted 85 gray birds - rather more 
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18SS. than the usual proportion of young to adults. 

■December. On the afternoon of the 11th as I was passing Fresh Pond 

■ ( 2 ). shortly before sunset the Gulls started on their evening 

flight to the sea, all departing in two flocks, the second 

following the first after an interval of about five minutes. 

All the birds of each flock left the water at practically the 
- ■ 

same moment and flew straight down into Cambridge Hook. When 

they neared its extremity they turned back and began ascending 

in spirals until they had reached an elevation of about 200 

yards when they formed into a compact cluster and gradually 

drifted off out of sight to the eastward soaring in small 

circles for the first quarter of axmile and at the last mov¬ 

ing more swiftly in a straight course. There were about 300 

birds in all and their flight was very beautiful and impressive. 

Not once during the past autumn have I seen any of the 

Gulls which have assembled at Fresh Pond in such numbers, 

flying about in search of food. They used to beat back and 

forth along the shores frequently swooping down to pick up a 

■ 

small fish but of late years they have evidently frequented 

the Pond solely to rest and bathe on its sheltered surface. 
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Larus a.smithsonianus 

Penobscot Bay, Maine. 

1397. " June 14th I went to Mat inicue for a week. The sea- 

June 14 bird colonists have increased. That of Herring Gull is very 
to 

June 21. large; My companion C.I.Day of Boston (formerly in your bank) 

thought 300 to 400 pairs a moderate estimate." 

Extract from letter from H.K.Job, July 22, 1397, 

North Middleboro1, Mass. 



Birds of Upper St, John. 
B atchelder. 

104. Laras argentatus smithsonianus, Coues. Herring Gull.— 

At Houlton it is common on the neighboring lakes, where it breeds. 

Built N.O.a 7, July* 1882, p.152 

Birds within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, C'onaeau&Merriam 

133. Laras argentatus smithsonianus. Herring Gull.—Very 

abundant, breeding plentifully on suitable rocks. Arrives about the mid¬ 

dle or latter part of April, remaining into November. 

Built N, O. Q, 7, Got, 1882, p. 241 

An Ornithologist’s Summer in Ds-brador 
M. AbbotfcFrazar, 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus, American 

Herring Gull. The most common of all the 

gulls; breeding invariably in colonies, and as 

far as my experience went, upon the ground. 

But about Esquimaux Point they are said to 

breed in the trees as well as on the ground. I 

had expected to find this species very shy, but 

the birds of one large colony of fully a thou¬ 

sand pair, which I visited in Musquano bajr, 

were quite the opposite. They flew about in 

utter fearlessness, many approaching as near as 

ten feet over my head, where they would re¬ 

main motionless as though sustained by some 

invisible power, all the time eyeing my every 

movement. 

It seems to make very little difference with 

them how often their nest is disturbed, for it is 

next to impossible to drive them from their 

chosen home. 

O.&O. XII, Feb. 1887. p* K. 

-Birds, Haute Island, Bay of Fundy, July 
26,1887. W. L. Bishop,Kentville,N.S. 

Herring Gull, Larus argentatus smithsonianus; 

very abundant. 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1837 9.143 

Breeding Dates of Birds in Kings 
County, N.S. Watson B. Bishop, 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus Smithsonian- I 

“*)• May 27, 28, June 2, July 5. 

O.&O. XIII, Mar. 1888 p.45 

Birds of Maffdalen islands. 
Dr. B.B.Biahop. 

10. Larus argentatus smithsonianus. American Herring Gull._ 

Single individuals were seen at various dates. Probably it does not breed, 

although a few may on East Point. 

At*, Tl. April, 1889. p. 146 



Enmm&r Birds of Sudbury, Ont. 
A.S-Alberger. 

|—51a. American Herring Gull. Occasional. 

0, &0, XVa 5OT©,1S90, P-87 

Dwight. Summer Birds of 
Prince ISdward Island, 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus. American Herring Gull. A few 

were seen from time to time, but I could find no evidence that they bred on 

the island. Birds of such powerful flight might well wander in the course 

of a day many miles from their breeding grounds. 

Auk X, Jan, 1893, P. 

General j.\ooes. 

Notes or, Cape Breton Summer Birds, 
Francis H, Allen. 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus. (In June 1890 I found numbers of 

these on the southwestern coast of the Island.) 

Auk XII. Jan. 1895 p. 89 

Newf oundland Notes. A Trip up the 
Humber Biver, Aug, 10 - Sept, 24,1889. 

2. Larus argentatus smithsonianus. American Herring Gull.— 

Abundant. 

Louis H. Porter, New York City, 

Auk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p. 7A 

a. \YScurCZ*. , Ir-j CM- . 
2. Larus argentatus smithsonianus. American Herring Gull.— 

Common on both shores. Auk, XVI, July, 1099, p. 257. 

Birds of N.E. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow0 

15. Larus argentatus smithsonianus. Herring Gull. — Common all 

along the coast. 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.20. 
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Ontario Notes. — Some time ago Gulls were said to breed regularly on 

the islands in Lake Ontario, but for fifteen or twenty years they have de¬ 

serted even such isolated spots as Pigeon Island, and it is doubtful if they 

breed at any point about the lake or its islands. They were said to breed 

commonly on islands in many of the inland lakes of the Province of On¬ 

tario, and Gull Lakes are to be found everywhere, with a tradition that 

gulls bred there in the past. One of the best known of these Gull Lakes is 

in Clarendon township, about eighty miles north of Kingston. It was said 

to have an island called Gull Rock on which some hundreds of birds bred. 

The Rev. C. J. Young and I determined to investigate the truth of this 

statement, and on May 30, 1901, succeeded in reaching the lake after a very 

rough and unpleasant trip, and discovered that Gull Rock may have fur¬ 

nished a foothold for one or two pairs of gulls many years ago, but no 

authentic record of gulls breeding at this spot during a period of twenty 

or twenty-five years existed. The rock is nothing but a granite boulder 

some ten or twelve feet across, and Gull Lake is remarkable chiefly for the 

absence of gulls. In a lonely little pond called Pine Lake we found two 

pairs of Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus) breeding on small rocks (May 31). 

Their nests were carefully constructed of dried moss and grass, and in 

addition one had several pine cones imbedded in its walls. 

The first nest found was about two feet and a half from the water, and 

was placed in a hollow in the rock. It contained three eggs almost hatched. 

The second nest was almost on a level with the water, and contained but 

one egg, quite fresh. The birds were much annoyed at our intrusion and 

perched on pine trees while we were photographing the nest and examin¬ 

ing the surroundings. The fact that the egg in the second nest was fresh 

led us to suppose that a tragedy had overtaken the first nest, as a violent 

gale would certainly cause the sea to sweep the rock on which the birds 

had established themselves. It is more than probable that the Herring- 

Gulls breed on the islands in many of the lonely northern lakes of On¬ 

tario. jb, _____ 

, C (Vv-\ , k) 1 t V , (Q-*-rZSyiwe - 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
By James H.Fleming. 

Pt.I, Water Birds. 

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.442. 
16. Larus argentatus. Herring Gull.— Common resident, abun¬ 

dant in spring and fall; does not breed here, but keeps up a regular com¬ 

munication with the lakes north of here, except in winter. 

5^^, cJcJM 
Vis**?y f 4 J h 

V&iJvvuk C. J-bJUl. CUJi^xiv,) 
t» V? - 

2. Lairus argentatus. Herring Gull.— Common on Lake Temis- 

kaming. ^We were told by a native that they breed on a small island 

at the upper end of the lake. Also observed on Cross Lake. 



SummerResidents on South-vest. 
Ooast of Maias, T. H, Montgomery, Jr, 

51a. American Herring Gull. Common sum¬ 

mer resident. Usually seen away from tlie 

mainland, near the rocky ledges and islands. 

The dusky-colored young were nearly as com¬ 

mon as the old birds. 

Qi cuadG, X& 2ffov,1890, P>161 
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Birds of Bristol County, Mass, 
F.W. Andros. 

Lams argentatus smithsonianus Coues., 

American Herring Gull. Winter visitant, com- 
11101). 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.137 

Water Birds. Nantucket, Mass. 
‘teorir® H. 

General Notes. 
Water Birds at Nantucket, Massachusetts.—Larus argentatus smith- 

sonianus.—May i, 1892, I saw eight Herring Gulls, two of which were 

adults, the others young in the gray plumage, resting in the Ilummuck 

Pond. They frequent the large ponds to rest, as do also the Great Black- 

backed Gulls {Larus mar intis'). _ 

-Auk & .July, 1892. p.3Q4. 

General Notes. 

Stray Notes from Massachusetts. 
George H.Mackay. 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus.—Oct. 22. A lai-ge movement of 

American Herring Gulls towards the southwest; weather fine and warm. 

White and gray plumaged birds were noted passing high up over the 

pond; one flock of twenty-two were flying in form of a harrow. The 

flocks varied from three or four birds to forty each. Between three and 

four hundred were estimated to have passed. 

Auk XI. Jan. 1894 p. 84; 

far 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus.—In a letter dated Sept. 28, 1892, 

from Captain Edward Fogarty of the Brenton Reef Lightship he writes: 

“Our old friend ‘Gull Dick’ [Auk, IX, 227] has again appeared for the 

twenty-first season, being a little earlier than last year. The bird looked 

as if it had suffered somewhat from the effects of the recent northwest gale, 

for it is minus two feathers from one wing and one from the other, other¬ 

wise the same old Dick. The bird arrived at five o’clock on the afternoon 

of September 28, 1892. On receiving its supper it appeared quite hungry, 

devouring five pieces of pork each the size of a hen’s egg. There have 

been a few other Gulls around the past three or four days, but they are all 

gray ones.” 

On the morning of August 28, 1892, at Nantucket, Mass., I saw two 

white and two gray Herring Gulls, four in all. They probably came on 

the heavy northeaster (wind blowing at the rate of 37 miles an hour) on 

the afternoon and night of the 26th.—George H. Mackay, Nantucket, 

Mass' Auk X.Jan, 1863. p.76. 

General Notes. 

Further News of the Gull ‘Dick.’—As the migratory movement of a 

certain American Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smithsonianus) called 

‘Dick’ (see Auk, Vol. IX, p. 227, and Vol. X, p. 76) for the year 1893 

may be of interest to some of the readers of ‘The Auk,’ I quote from two 

letters received, in answer to my enquiries, from Capt. Edward Fogarty of 

the Brenton Reef Light-ship, stationed off Newport, Rhode Island. The 

first of these was dated April 10, 1893, and states that the last seen of 

‘Dick’ was on the evening of the 7th inst., just before sundown, at which 

time the bird received its supper. It would seem that ‘Dick’ inclined to 

have company during migration this season, for he brought another Gull 

with him to jointly partake of the supper provided. When the ship’s 

lights were hoisted for the night both birds departed in company, and no 

more was seen of them. The second letter was dated October 7, 1893, 

and informs me that on this date at one o’clock P. M., ‘Dick’ again appeared 

at the light-ship for the first time since his departure. In appearance he 

was ragged and torn and minus tail feathers. He had a voracious appetite, 

eating as much as a hungry dog. It seemed as though he would never get 

enough to satisfy him. His arrival in 1892 was on September 28, at five 

o’clock p. m.—Geo. H. Mackay, Nantucket, Mass. 

Ank XI. Jan. 1864 p. 73 

GENERAL NOTES. 

‘Gull Dick’ again. — (See Auk, Vol. IX, p. 227, Vol. X, p. 76, and Vol. 

XI, p. 73.) Captain Edward Fogarty of the Brenton Reef Lightship, 

having kindly written me as usual regarding the movements of a certain 

American Herring Gull, called ‘Dick,’ I again take pleasure in communi¬ 

cating the same to the readers of ‘The Auk.’ On April 5, 1894, after 

partaking of a hearty breakfast, the bird flew around the lightship, and 

then took his departure, and was not again seen until about eleven o’clock 

on the morning of October 2, 1894, when he was observed flying around 

the lightship, thus making his t-wcnty-tkird season here. It was noticed 

that his plumage presented a rather more ragged appearance than usual, 

his tail feathers being entirely wanting. The bird received his expected 

breakfast, and ate it with apparent relish. A companion Herring Gull 

was with him, but ‘Dick’ would not extend to him the invitation to 

partake also, and apparently did not desire his companionship. Some 

account of this bird having recently appeared in a Boston newspaper 

which contained statements which were unconsciously incorrect, I would 

say that ‘Dick’ has never permitted any one to fondle him, nor has he 

ever alighted on the lightship. —Geo. H. Mackay, Nantucket, Mass. 

Auk XII. Jan. 1895 p. 76 ef? 



Auk, X '■ Ju, , 1896, p. 8$. 

A tMvU-Zs J /ItrOyi 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus.— Muskeget Island, Nov. i, 1895. 

The very large increase in the number of Herring Gulls in this vicinity 

has been remarked by all; nothing similar has been observed for years. 

The northeast point of Muskeget, as also the shoals about Gravelly 

Island, are covered with them in the morning, indicating that they 

roost there.— George 11. Mack ay, Nantucket, Mass. 

Auk, XIII;, Jan. , 189.0. p■■7?- rv 
‘Gull Dick’ Again.— ‘Gull Dick returned again (see Auk, 1a, p. 227; 

X, p. 76; XI, p. 73; XII, p. 76) on the evening of April 6, 1895, in com¬ 

pany with a young Gull. He being hungry was fed as usual, and after 

satisfying his appetite flew around the lightship and, in company with the 

young Gull, took his departure. I had but little hope that I should ever 

hear of his return. I was consequently agreeably surprised on receiving 

a letter from Captain Edward Fogarty, dated Oct. 2, 1895, informing me 

that ‘ Dick ’ had arrived that morning at sunrise for the twenty-fourth 

season. He looked in much better condition than last season, his feathers 

being smooth, with nothing of the ragged appearance he presented on his 

arrival last year. He seemed pretty hungry on being fed at 7 A. m. There 

was another Gull with him, but evidently not a friend, as ‘Dick’ would 

not allow him to partake of any of his breakfast.— George II. Mackay, 

Nantucket, Mass. 

Auk, XV, Jan., 1893, p■p.Vj-$'0. 
Gull Dick. — The American Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smith- 

sonianus), known as ‘ Gull Dick’ (see Auk, Vol. IX, p. 227 ; Vol. X, p. 76 5 

Vol. XI, p. 73; Vol. XII, p. 76; Vol. XIII. p. 78). was observed for the 

last time in the vicinity of the Brenton Reef Light-ship on April 7, 1896, 

making twenty-four summers the bird had passed in this immediate local¬ 

ity. Captain Edward Fogarty, at present in charge of the ship, has 

known Dick for ten years. 

The failure of this bird to put in an appearance as usual in October, 

1896, and his continued absence ever since, leaves but little doubt that he 

is dead, as are all the captains of the Light-ship except the present 

incumbent, Captain Fogarty. Having recorded this bird’s movements 

while alive for several years past in ‘ The Auk,’ I now feel called upon to 

record his probable demise. —George H. Mackay, Nantucket, Mass. 

Note. Several individuals of a species of Larus (argentatus without 

doubt) have been reported at sundry times to be about the basins; none 

were shot, and I have never seen them, but the authority is good. As 

Larus never appeared here “before the Flood,” it has a fair claim for a 

place in List A. The omission is on the “strict construction” principle, 

because the examples were seen only.—F. C. Browne, Framingham, Mass. 

Bull, N. O.C. 0,April, 1881, p, 127 



Seconnett Point, R.I. /_ 
April 16-21, 1890. 

Only a few seen, never more than three or four in any one 

day. Most, if not all of these in gray plumage. They did not 
seem to be migrating, but were probably straggling birds which 

were passing the summer there. 



Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
C.B.Merriaxa. 

172. Larus argentatus smithsonianus, Coues. Herring Gull.— 

Common resident, breeding plentifully at those lakes that are not too 

exposed. 

Soil. N.Q.O, Q.Oot, 1881, p.235 

^ , ,Ar jAv, 

Larus argentatus. The common Herring Gull has been 

rather common the summer through for the past three or four 

years from Rockaway Beach to Montauk. Before this, one saw 

them regularly in Peconic Bay and but rarely elsewhere, in sum¬ 

mer. They do not nest on Long Island but the increasing num¬ 

ber of 1 left overs,’ as the baymen term them, is taken to indicate 

their increasing numbers elswhere, which we regard as due largely 

to the efforts of the Audubon Societies, through their Treasurer, to 

extend absolute protection to them along the whole Atlantic 

coast, especially during the breeding season. 

^ • ©- 

■ -uk, XXIX, Apr*. 19C g>\ ' 





X 

We come now to a third type of moult which is peculiar to all 

of the larger Gulls, and I have chosen as a representative species 

Larus argentatus Briinn. Herring Gull. 

1. Natal Down. — Grayish above with obscure mottling on 

the back and black spots on the head and throat, paler below. 

2. Juvenal Plumage acquired by a complete postnatal moult. 

Above grayish brown with whitish and buffy edgings; below 

plumbeous with inconspicuous whitish mottling, the head and 

neck paler and tending to streaking. The primaries are uni¬ 

formly brownish black. The rectrices are similar but basally, and 

the outer one slightly, mottled with grayish white. The bill is 

plumbeous and the feet flesh-colored. 

3. First Winter Plumage acquired by a limited postjuvenal 

moult which is apparently either suppressed in some individuals 

or postponed till the prenuptial period. The worn and faded 

juvenal dress is replaced on the back, head, and sides of breast 

by a similar plumage, which, however, is somewhat grayer and 

more mottled. November specimens are most apt to show this 

growth, which is very gradual and easily overlooked. 

with brownish gray. The bill becomes yellow. These birds 

unless closely examined would pass for adults. 

7. Third Winter Plumage acquired by a complete second post¬ 

nuptial moult. A mantle wholly pearl gray is now assumed, the 

lower parts and the tail becoming pure white. The customary 

winter streaking of the head and neck is reduced. The primaries 

are tipped with white, the first having a large white subapical 

spot, and the second sometimes shows signs of one. The moult 

is at its height about the first of September. 

8. Third Nuptial Plumage acquired by a limited third prenuptial 

moult, at its height in March. A pure white head, neck and breast 

X 

# 
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418 Dutcher and Baily, Habits oj the Herring Gull. 
r Auk 
L Oct. 

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIFE HISTORY OF THE 

HERRING GULL (LARUS ARGENTATUS) IN 

THE UNITED STATES. 

BY WILLIAM DUTCHER AND WILLIAM L. BAILY. 

Plates XXI and XXII. 

The facts presented in this paper are the results of several 

visits to the large breeding colonies of Herring Gulls on the 

Maine coast, made at the following dates: by Mr. Dutcher, 1900, 

from June 28 to July 21 ; 1901, by both contributors, from June 12 

to 24; 1902, by Mr. Baily, from July 18 to 20 inclusive'. In 1900 

visits were made to nearly all of the colonies along the Maine 

coast by the senior contributor, commencing at the most westerly 

one on No-Man’s-Land Island, which is situated about seventeen 

miles south of Rockland, Maine, and adjoins the large island 

known as Matinicus. In 1901 eight days were spent at the light¬ 

house station on Great Duck Island, and subsequently nearly all 

of the other colonies were revisited by Mr. Dutcher. In 1902 Mr. 

Baily revisited the Great Duck Island colony later in the season, 

in order to observe the methods of feeding the young birds and 

the habits of the young. A description of the position and 

-- " —7 **-- - -- '■'•'‘■J ““O'- 11 

end of the island nearly all the trees have been cut and the dead 

tops and branches, together with many large trunks, have been 

left among the stumps, making a tangle very difficult to penetrate. 

At the extreme southern point of the island the United States 



A Visit to the Four Brothers, Lake 

Champlain. 
3LOGIST [Yol. 12-No. 9 

liY A. H. JORDAN, WILLSBO ROUGH, N. Y. 

The Brothers are four small islands near the 

centre of the lake and some two miles from the 

New York shore; they contain altogether six 

acres, partially wooded. Last spring I decided 

to make a collecting trip to these islands, so 

accompanied by my ornithological partner, set 

sail early May 22nd, and soon reached our des¬ 

tination. The woods were alive with Warblers 

and the air discordant with the screams of the 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smithsonianus'). 

Eight or ten years ago a large colony of these 

Gulls used to breed here, but owing to the re¬ 

lentless persecution of the farmers and small 

boys, who gathered their eggs by the basket- 

full, the colony had been reduced to some fifty 

pairs and I do not think they raised a single 

brood last season. We found the nests scat¬ 

tered all along the shore, but only three con¬ 

tained eggs, and these held full sets of three. 

Most of the nests were clumsy affairs of grass, 

placed on the bare rock, while others were 

mere hollows in the ground, but we found a 

few, quite well concealed in the edge of the 

woods under low hanging trees. 

While carefully approaching two Loons that 

were having a good deal to say, I was startled 

by a frantic flapping close to my feet and on 

looking down saw a Black Duck (Anas obscura) 

entangled in some brush. Before I recovered 

from my astonishment the duck was speeding 

across the lake, but after a few minutes search 

the nest was found carefully hidden under the 

brush, about fifty feet from the shore. It was 

composed entirely of down and contained nine 

eggs of a creamy buff color. 
During our two day’s stay we observed the 

following birds: 

Loons, several pairs. 
American Herring Gull, common, breeding. 

Black Duck, one pair, breeding. 

Spotted Sandpiper, common, breeding. 

Bald Eagle, one. 

Night Hawk, a few seen. 

Kingbird, a few seen. 

Phoebe, common. 

Crow, one pair, breeding. 

Bobolink, one male seen. 

American Goldfinch, not common. 

White-crowned Sparrow, several specimens 

taken. 

White-throated Sparrow, common. 

Chipping Sparrow, not common. 

Song Sparrow, abundant. 

Bank Swallow, abundant, breeding. 

Tree Swallow, abundant, breeding. 

Black and white Warbler, common. 

Yellow Warbler, abundant. 

Yellow-rump Warbler, abundant. 

Black and Yellow Warbler, common. 

Black-poll Warbler, common. 

Blackburnian Warbler, a few seen. 

Oven Bird, a few seen. 

M’d. Yellow Throat, common. 

Canadian Warbler, one specimen taken. 

American Redstart, common. 

Long-billed Marsh Wren, one taken. 

Wilsons Thrush, abundant. 
Q.&O. 2mLSe£i.aSS8_p^l38 ~l3f. 

Notes-Birds of Grand Manan^ 
Ohas.H. Andros. 

American Herring Gull, Lavus avgentatus 

smithsonianus. We noted this bird on all parts 

of the island and seeing them occasionally in 

pairs and trios during our stay at North Head 

and growing more abundant as we journeyed 

southward along the coast. At the sout.hei n 

end we found several large colonies breeding. 

Noticeably abundant were the nests upon 

Wood’s Island, while both Hay and Sheep Is¬ 

lands have numerous colonies. They do not 

strictly breed together, however, as we found 

scattering pairs nesting in the swamps on floss 

and the main island. Naturally the nests, are 

placed upon the ground, but having grown 

wary from the visits of the eggers, many have., 

taken to shrubs and trees for protection. Here 

if out of reach they are practically safe, as the 

wants of the egg hunters are usually supplied 

by those gathered in positions easy of access. 

The wiser heads we found had done this, and 

as wisdom increases so does their distance from 

terra firma increase. The majority, however, 

still cling to the established customs of their 

ancestors and lay like hens until a set is al¬ 

lowed them. The natives use them largely for 

food and gather by basketfulls, which they 

sell for a small sum. the eggs having an intrin- , 

sic value of about a cent apiece. We found j 
them upon our host’s table, who considered the j 

contents superior to those of rasorial fowl. To 

a novice, however, they have a slight “wild ’ 

taste. The yolks have when boiled either a 

bright yellow or an orange hue, the latter hav¬ 

ing a much more “wild” flavor. 
On our arrival at a colony the inhabitants 

would at once take flight from the nests and 

circle about in hundreds over our heads, all the 

while keeping up a hoarse croaking which they 

would occasionally extend into a series of shrill 

screeches. The position which the Indians oc-, 

cupy in regard to securing the Gulls is a per¬ 

fect vantage ground. The island on which 

they are stationed being a long narrow arm, 

over which the residents of the Hay and Sheep 

colonies must necessarily pass on the way to 

feeding grounds. Their flight being slow and 

steady they rarely swerve from a direct course 

unless a natural obstacle compels it. Both 

night and morning they fly over by thousands 

tlie island where so many of their kin have fall¬ 

en victims; whereas a slight change in their 

route would carry them out of danger, at least 

from this source. 

Their food is largely made up of sea urchins 

which they find in immense quantities on the 

borders of certain coves and inlets at ebb tide. 

Indeed, in some places the bottom of the bay is 

so thickly carpeted with the spined fellows 

that I could think of naught else that resembled 

it but the ground neath a huge New England 

chestnut after an early October frost. Hither 

at receeding tide the Gulls hie themselves, mak¬ 

ing the shores fairly white with their numbers. 

The sea urchin is adroitly turned over and 

the flesh picked from a circular hole in the bot¬ 

tom without injuring the shell in the least. 

The nests which we examined, as a rule, con¬ 

tained three eggs as a full set, but those on the 

ground, many of which are daily harried, con¬ 

tained usually but one or two. 
Charles H. Andros. 
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A Cl.am Captures a Sea Gull.—A fisher¬ 

man on Plymouth Beach, Mass., captured a 

large gray sea gull in a rather peculiar predica¬ 

ment. Firmly pinched upon the bird’s bill was 

a sea clam about the size of the palm of a 

man’s hand. The clam weighed enough to keep 

the head of the gull hanging downward, and 

thus effectually prevent any long flight, while 

it was evidently nearly exhausted in trying to 

escape from its strange captor. It is thought 

that the gull, seeing the clam’s snout protrud¬ 

ing, endeavored to seize the dainty morsel, and 

was in turn gripped by the hard shells of its 

intended victim. The clam had to be cut away 

from the bird’s bill.—Boston Herald. 

We have no sympathy for the clam or gull. 

By the way, clams are reported as being of ex¬ 

tra fine flavor in Rhode Island this year. But 

are not the Prohibitionists assuming a grave 

responsibility in contaminating Narragansett 

with mixed drinks? How many of her noble 

sons will sink into an untimely grave, and in 

departing say: 1 first acquired the taste from 

Rhode Island clams and Providence River 

oysters. O.&O. XIII. July. 1888 p.lt3 
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The Herring Gull at Isle Royale, 

Lake Superior. 

Of flic water birds so common along the At¬ 

lantic coast, the only one seen on our great 

inland sea, Lake Superior, in any quantity, is 

the American Herring Gull. In June, I paid a 

visit to Isle Royale, whose rocky coast and 

outlying islands of rock form a natural haunt 

for gulls and loons, the former occupying a 

large island off the northeast extremity, and 

another colony nesting on a large rock north 

of the main island, while along the shore an 

occasional pair occupy small rocks jutting six 

or eight feet above the water. 

The fishermen who arrive on the island early 

in the season usually gather three or four hun¬ 

dred fresh eggs for their own use and aside 

from this the nests are rarely molested. The 

usual complement of eggs is three, and to avoid 

partially incubated eggs they generally take 

from nests containing but one or two, such 

nests almost invariably producing fresh eggs, 

and the fishermen all concur in the belief that 

if the first set of three eggs is taken the pair 

lay another three and if these are taken, three 

more are laid, nine in all, when the pair be¬ 

come discouraged and lay no mono eggs that 

season. 

At the time of our visit the nests contained 

two or three young birds covered with a gray¬ 

ish down, white beneath, mottled light and 

dark on the back, and the head marked with 

irregular blotches of black, and occasionally 

an egg was found but always sterile. No at¬ 

tempt is made at nest building, the lichens, 

moss and grasses growing in any slight depres¬ 

sion form the original basis and the accumulat¬ 

ing excrement soon mats this into something 

of a nest. The loud cries of the female gull 

generally gave notice of a nest when located 

away from the main colony and the young 

birds constantly bobbed up their heads to look 

at us as we approached and as our heads ap¬ 

peared above one side of the rock, they would 

disgorge a large mass of half digested fish and 

slip off the rock on the other side and swim 

away, the old gulls keeping well out of range, 

but soon attracting a large number of others 

by their incessant cries. 

While at Rock Harbor one of the party 

brought into camp three quarter grown gulls 

from a nest a short distance away, but no one 

had the heart to sacrifice them for scientific 

purposes and they were placed on a rock near 

the nest. The parent birds, however, did not 

put in an appearance, and later in the day the 

three orphans were discovered and surrounded 

by a lot of crows. One stately fellow, after 

some preliminary skirmishing succeeded in 

killing one of them and flew to the woods on 

the main island carrying the victim in its bill, 

another soon followed while the third, after 

being roughly handled, slid off the rock into 

the water and swam away, the crows paying 

no further attention to him. Two or three 

old gulls circling around complacently wit¬ 

nessed the slaughter of the innocents without 

a protest. Inasmuch as other young on rocks 

near by wore not attacked I concluded the 

crows recognize an orphan when they meet 
one. 

Away from the nests it was difficult to get a 

shot at the old birds, although at a fishing 

station in Tobin’s Bay we finally secured all we 

wished, and proved that gulls have no idea of 

nuinber. After dressing the fish the offal was 

taken in a barrel and dumped in the water 

close to an island in the bay which soon at¬ 

tracted hundreds of gulls who settled on the 

water and fought over the choice morsels. On 

the approach of a boat they would keep out of 

range, but by landing one of the party on the 

island and returning with the boat the gulls 

would settle as before and several secured at 

one shot, the boat would pick these up, coming 

close to the island, and after returning another 

shot would soon be had and the strategy con¬ 

tinued so long as any offal remained. The 

birds congregate in hundreds about the few 

fishing stations on the islands, and their in¬ 

cessant cry becomes tiresome when listened to 

from daylight until after dark. 

o MO. XIV, Sept. 1889 pM 



Isle Royale. 

Some ten miles north-east from the eastern 

end of Isle Royale lies a group of rocks, the j 

largest scarcely two acres in extent, looking in 

the distance like three black mounds resting 

on the blue waters of Lake Superior. 

For a number of years past this has been 

the principal nesting place in the north¬ 

west, of the American Herring Gull, and ow¬ 

ing to its isolated situation and inaccessibility 

has been visited, aside from the few fishermen 

who supply themselves with fresh eggs each 

year, by less than half a dozen people the past 

six years. 

On May 22nd my brother and myself were 

dropped from the fish boat Dixon in a small 

rowboat at the north-east end of Isle Royale 

intending to risk the row across the ten mile 

space to Gull Islands, but tempestuous weather 

prevented and we camped on the rocks until 

the 20tli, when we engaged the services of a 

Finland fisherman and his staunch sailboat for 

the trip. Starting at daylight we reached the 

rocks after a three-hours sail. 

Before the detail of the rocks are seen 

there is apparently no sign of life, but as we 

drew near, the rocks, as our fisherman ex¬ 

pressed it, looked as though they were covered 

with Snowbirds, distance dwarfing the Gulls 

in the clear air, but drawing still nearer they 

increase to their full size and present abeauti- 

full appearance on the black rocks. A half 

dozen came out a half mile to meet us with 

loud cries as a protest against this intrusion, 

and by the time we had landed at the only 

available spot on the islands the whole colony 

of over a thousand Gulls were either circling 

above with loud cries or resting on the water 

a short distance away. 

The ledge of rock composing the islands is 

inclined at an angle of 45°, and affords numer¬ 

ous deep niches which have become filled with 

guano, and form level places for the nests 

which were often formed by hollowing out a 

place in this deposit, but the majority of the 

nests were made of a peat-like substance, the 

roots or fibres of moss and coarse grass mixed 

and matted together, and whore they had not 

been disturbed by the fishermen, contained 

three eggs with incubation well started at this 

date. Some of the birds showed great lack of 

judgment in the location of their nests; one 

containing three eggs was located on a narrow 

gravel beach ten feet below, where the last 

north-easter had lodged the drift wood, and 

there were some thirty nests in this little patch 

of drift wood itself. But a still greater lack of 

judgment was shown by at least four differ¬ 

ent. Gulls who had placed their nest on top of the 

huge icebergs formed on the rocks by the dash¬ 

ing of waves last winter. The few warm days 

i had already honeycombed the mass and melted 

I away from around the nests leaving it resting 

!l on a white pillar of ice nearly two feet above 

the surrounding berg with one side of the nest 

already toppling down. A few more warm 

days would send the whole mass into the 

i lake. 
i We secured many beautiful sets of eggs, 

which show a wide range of marking. 

The rocks seem to bo well tenanted, besides 

the Gulls, numerous Warblers and small birds 

hung around the scraggly brush at one end 

of theA'ock, and a Sparrow dragged its wings as 

it fluttered along the ground, probably from its 

nest. A pair of Hawks, which we did not iden¬ 

tify, occupied the ends of two upright posts left 

by the United States surveyors years ago, and 

the ground beneath was covered with pellets 

which they had disgorged. During the season- 

of migration the smaller birds reach these 

rocks completely exhausted and these Hawks 

gorge themselves on the helpless victims. 

On approaching the island we saw three 

small birds fluttering towards it some little 

distance apart. The Hawk came out, seized 

one, deposited it somewhere on the rocks 

then whirled about and secured the next and 

deposited it with the other and finally secured 

the third. A shelving, mossy place about four 

feet square seemed to be a perfect slaughter 

pen for small birds; the bushes and rocks 

around were covered with feathers scattered by 

the winds, while this particular spot was cov¬ 

ered with the larger feathers and ends of wings 

of all kinds of smaller birds with a great many 

Flicker feathers mixed in to give it color. 

Scratching with a stick disclosed nearly an 

inch in depth of wet, matted feathers. The 

destruction of small birds by this one pair of 

Ilawks must have boon enormous. After the 

season of migration is over they pluck an 

occasional young Gull from its nest, and the 

fishermen claim that it attacks the old Gulls 

themselves when hungry. We found their nest 

on the highest part of the rocks containing 

two fresh eggs, the fisherman having destroyed 

a set of four three weeks previously. Of the 

Gull nests from which eggs were taken the 

same time, we found but a single fresh egg, 

showing that they had just commenced to lay 

the second set. Such eggs were much smaller 

than the first laying. We saved a few skins of 

I the female Gulls at the island, and after return¬ 

ing to Isle Royale shot and skinned a dozen 

males from a flock of fifty or sixty hovering 

about the fish houses, in fact all the Gulls shot 

away from the island were males. The facili¬ 

ties for reaching Isle Royale grow better each 

year, and it is a question of but a short time 

when this large nesting place will be broken 

up and its denizens forced beyond the limits 

of the United States. 
Loons are quite plentiful in the channels and 

harbors of Isle Royale, and the fishermen often 

catch them on their set lines when fishing for 

trout. A long line is anchored about two 

fathoms from the surface and short lines with 

hooks attached at intevals. These hooks are 

baited with herring about a foot long and these 

the Loon see beneath the water and in diving 

get caught on the hook. One fisherman had 

six on a line of seventy-five hooks the morn¬ 

ing before we arrived and had the breasts 

| skinned and tacked on the shed to dry to be 

used as lining for his boots. 

June 4, ’1)0. 

O.Ss 6. 

Frank S. Daggett. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

Habits of the Herring Gull.—In Mr. G. H. Mackay’s very interesting 

article on the Herring Gull, in the July number of‘The Auk’, he states that 

it is with some hesitation that he regards them as gregarious, for they ap¬ 

parently only come together when there is some particular reason for so 

doing, and not because they like to. My own impression was just the 

reverse of this, but I must admit that my observations have been made but 

casually, and that I have not observed the Gulls with the care that Mr, 

Mackay has devoted to the subject. I should have said that Gulls scattered 

in search of food at high water, but came together sociably at other times. 

At Plymouth, Mass., it used to be no uncommon sight to see the greater 

part of the Gulls in the neighborhood gathered in one vast flock on the 

outer side of the long sand spit, known as the ‘Beach.’ This, if my mem¬ 

ory serves me aright, usually took place some little time after low water. 

The Gulls were not feeding, but resting and preening their feathers, and, 

unless disturbed by man, they would remain until driven away by the ad¬ 

vancing tide. 

At high water the Gulls were widely scattered, searching for floating 

food, and as the flats in the harbor were left bare by' the receding tide the 

Gulls would gather here and there in small flocks looking for food. At 

nightfall the Gulls seemed to fly in one direction.— northward,— asifthey 

roosted together, and when low water came at night, they might be heard 

at intervals calling from the flats. At Mingan and Percfi the Herring Gull 

breeds in colonies, and here, too, their querulous cries might be heard at 

all times throughout the night. 

The term •‘warv and observing bird” is applicable to most Gulls, even 

where thev are not especially sought after. In Valparaiso harbor, where 

the rules of the port prohibit the firing of guns, Lams dominicanus was 

extremely tame, feeding about the vessels and frequently alighting on 

their jib-booms. Just without the harbor they were shy and vigilant. 

Here, too, the greater part of the Gulls departed toward nightfall in one 

direction, apparently for the purpose of roosting together, sometimes leav¬ 

ing in flocks of fifty or more. — F. A. Lucas, Washington, D. C. 

Auk IX. Oct. 1892. b.388-89 



il 

2 2 2 Mackay on the Herring Gull. [July 

served, and watch those birds which live ‘along shore,’ as such 

have had their wits sharpened, and evidently have learned that 

“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” As a result one be- 

I1ABITS OF THE AMERICAN HERRING GULL 

(LARUS ARGENTATUS SMITHSONIAN US) 

IN NEW ENGLAND. 

BY GEORGE H. MACKAY. 

This Gull is the most abundant of those larger Gulls which 

pass the late autumn, winter and spring months on the New Eng¬ 

land coast as well as farther south. Naturally exceedingly wary, 

they will nevertheless frequent the very heart of civilization if 

unmolested, and may be seen any day during the winter in the 

waters surrounding New York City, as also in those around 

Boston, flying and sailing high up over both cities as they pass 

from the water on one side to that on the other. Long continued 

undisturbed occupation of these haunts has rendered them exceed¬ 

ingly gentle and tame. In order to become better acquainted 

with them under more natural surroundings it will be necessary 

to remain at the seashore at some place where they can be ob- 

ally succeed seems certain, for I have seen them eating them, and 

have noticed the broken shells, minus the contents, lying on the 

beach, surrounded by their tracks. They vary this mode of pro¬ 

ceeding in some places by carrying and dropping the clams on a 

cake of ice, or on a rock. 

They are anything but particular in the selection of their food, 

for to them ‘all is fish that cometh to net.’ I have known both 

559- Geographical Variation in Size in Birds. By Everett Smith. 

Ibid., XIX, No. 18, p. 349. Cites as instances of decrease in size north- 

zvard various species of Loons, Ducks, and the Herring Gull. States that 

his own observations on not only birds, but animals and fishes, have con¬ 

vinced him that there is one universal rule of variation, which has been 

given by J. A. Allen, as follows : “The maximum physical development 

of the individual is attained where the conditions of environment are most 

favorable to the life of the species.” AtneyiOStn fjtlifiiss 
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and on tlie 19th, when off the 

southern coast of Newfoundland, two or 

three immature Ring-billed Gulls (X. Dela- 

warensis) were easily distinguished from 

the common species (X. Argentatus) that 

followed the steamship Caspian, on which 

vessel I was a passenger.—G. Hart Mer- 

riam, M. D., Locust Grove, New York, 

May 1st, 1883. 0*&0* V111' 3™***-* 

An Ornithologist's Summer in Labrador 
M. A bbotfc Fr azar. 

Larus delawarensis, Ring-billed Gull. A lew j 

moderate sized colonies of this species were res¬ 

ident in the vicinity of Cape Whittle, but it is a I 

hard bird to depend upon, as they keep shifting j 

about, owing to their being disturbed so often. 

Their nests are like the other gulls, and the 

number of eggs laid never, as far as my expe- j 

rience went, reached beyond three. 

XII, Feb. 1887. p. 

Birds of n.B. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 

16. Larus delawarensis. Ring- 

imen at Port Man vers, Sept. 6. 
billed Gull. — I took one young spec- 

Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.27. 

Birds of Toronto, Ontario. 
3y Jarnes K.FIeraing. 

Pt.I, Water 3irds. 
Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.442. 

17. Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull.— Regular migrant, 

March 25 to April 25; and from September 25 to November 16, and pro¬ 

bably later; earliest record August 20, 1890. Said to be a winter resident 

on the lake. 

Xa shot at a gull brought it wounded upon 

the flats, and before a “quietus” could be 

given it, its cries had attracted a large flock, 

and two more fell victims to the greed for 

specimens, which subsequently proved to he 

probably Ring-bills (A. O. U. No. 54) in young 

plumage. 

I am informed by friends in Halifax that 

this is a somewhat unusual occurrence, and 

Mr. Downs, the veteran ornithologist of Nova 

Scotia, never saw it, and does not mention it 

in his list.* This seems rather strange as the 

bird is common on all sides of the province. 

Mr. Harry Austen, of Halifax, who possesses 

one of the birds, writes me that the nearest 

points at which he knows of the bird is on the 

Canadian Lakes, and until further noted we 

must only accept it as a probable addition to „ 

the ListTof the Birds of Nova Scotia. 

X- A ■ 3*J*-*~ - 

Q.&O, 16. August,18906 p, / Z* ■ 

* J? '-f} «■ 5 — 
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Larus delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull.— One on the beach 

at Ingonish. (YW, / °> o(, t / y£ , 
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Ring-billed Gull in New Hampshire. — Thanksgiving Day, 1898, at 

Campton Village, N. H., I was invited to a country store to see a strange 

bird that had recently been made a captive. Upon examination it proved 

to be a Ring-billed Gull (Larus delatvarensis) —evidently a young bird. 

It had first been seen at Waterville, N. H., where it was shot through 

one wing and then captured. 

Thanksgiving Day, 1899, while driving through West Campton, I was 

surprised to see a Gull chasing a large flock of hens. Upon inquiry I 

learned that this was the Gull previously seen that had now spent one 

year in captivity. Its plumage seemed in good condition and the bird 

apparently enjoyed good health. 

So far as I can learn this is the first Ring-billed Gull to enter the New 

Hampshire bird list. — Ellen E. Webster, Franklin Falls, N. II. 

Auk, XVII, April, 1900, p.itf. 



King-billed Gull.—April 29, ’82, I shot 

a specimen of Larus Delawarensis at Roch¬ 

ester, N. Y. It proved to be an adult fe¬ 

male’; length 21.50 inches, extent 49.50.— 

<7. H. v^aSS. 

,S* crvw<» i^e^X 

Larus delawarensis, Ring-billed Gull. —A rare migrant, one speci- 

. men taken during the spring of 1894. 

QU ^ /Li. - 

Auk, XVI, July, 1899, p. 
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Ringed-billed Gull. Nesting in small numbers. 

El. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 

Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.298. 

Very little time was spent in hunting nests, hence information as to the 

nesting time is rather meagre. One good find, however, of this nature 

was the discovery of two Ring-billed Gull’s nests on small rocks which 

projected above the water of a near-by pond. From six to twelve gulls 

could be seen at almost any time in the vicinity of this pond, but the two 

flat nests of sticks and grass, one with two eggs and the other with three, 

were the only evidences of breeding which could be found, the whole col¬ 

ony of birds seeming to confine their attentions to these two nests. Fre¬ 

quently when disturbed four or five of the birds would settle around one 

nest, and then take flight, one by one, leaving one bird in final possession. 

The eggs were laid on May 7, and when last examined, four weeks later, 

had not yet hatched. The accompanying photograph (PI. IX, fig. 2, facing 

p. 287) shows the nature of the nest and the marking of the eggs. 

E. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 
Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.2 , Joo, 

\ , < A ) < C \ .. W l \ Ct\< , , yj /— j , 'AT-Lt 

Larus delawarensis. The Ring-billed Gull is not uncommon 

in our locality in summer. At least 50 were observed July 4, 

1902, at Freeport. One killed there on Sept. 5, 1901, was in an 

advanced stage of moult, the throat being nearly bare. Imma¬ 

ture and adult Ring-billed Gulls pass along this part of the coast 

in large numbers in October, when they are also common in our 

harbors. The last one was noted on November 17. The writer 

has no record of this bird in winter for this locality. 
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Kumlien’s Gull: An Addition to the Massachusetts List.— It has long 

been supposed that Larus kumlieni would prove to be an occasional visitor 

to the Massachusetts coast. I am glad to be able to report the taking of a 

specimen by myself at Moon Island in Boston Harbor on February 22 of 

this year. I first saw the bird February 19, in a large flock of Herring 

Gulls hovering over and feeding in the sewage discharges into the Har¬ 

bor at that point. It was identified without much difficulty when flying, 

by the faint markings of the wings, which at first sight appeared to be 

immaculate, and the size, slightly less than that of L. argentatus. The 

bird was taken three days later at the same place and is now in the col¬ 

lection of Mr. William Brewster. It is a male in adult plumage with a 

few very small and indistinct dark spots in the white. The slate-gray 

markings of the primaries are somewhat darker than in most of Mr. 

Brewster’s other specimens. The establishment of the occurrence of 

Kumlien’s Gull in Massachusetts is especially interesting because its 

presence here is probably in a sense normal rather than accidental, being 

simply a southward extension of its usual winter range in a season of 

unusual severity.— Francis H. Allen, Boston, Mass. 
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Larus kumlieni. Kumlien’s Gull. On Jan. 31, 1913, a short dis¬ 

tance off the shore of Lanesville, part of Gloucester, Mass., an adult female 

specimen was taken. 
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NOTES CONCERNING CERTAIN BIRDS OF LONG 

ISLAND, N. Y. 

BY WILLIAM C. BRAISLIN, M. D. 

In the accompanying notes data concerning some of the com¬ 

mon gulls of our coast are presented for the purpose of empha¬ 

sizing the favorable results, evident even to the casual observer, 

which have been produced by the passage of laws of greater 

stringency for the better protection of these birds. The enact¬ 

ment of these, together with the conviction and fining of a few 

flagrant offenders through the activity of the Chairman of the 

National Association of Audubon Societies, Mr. William Dutcher, 

have been of evident benefit to birds, in that gulls have been seen 

more or less commonly the past summer through, along the whole 

south shore of the island. 

The passage of the law preventing spring shooting of ducks 

seems likewise to have been beneficial. Sportsmen and baymen 

are unanimous in their opinion that ducks have been more 

abundant in the Great South Bay this autumn than usual. It is 

possible that other factors have combined with the law to bring 

about this immense increase in the number of ducks this autumn. 

At any rate the facts are a strong argument against the repeal of 

this law, which latter many short-sighted Long Islanders desire. 

Brief references to a few other species are given for reasons which 

are evident in the text. 

Lams kumlieni. Kumlien’s Gull is herewith definitely 

recorded for the first time as a bird of Long Island. Dr. Jona¬ 

than Dwight, Jr., whose paper on the plumages and moults of 

North American Gulls is, we believe, in press, has examined the 

specimen which I recorded in ‘ The Auk,’ April, 1899, p. 190, 

as “ Larus leucopterus (or kumlieni)’'' Dr. Dwight’s investigations, 

which will hereafter enable one to identify the immature as well 

as the adults of L. leucopterus and L. kumlieni, have determined 

the differential diagnosis of the two immature birds heretofore 

impossible. The color of the shafts of the primaries are, he finds, 

invariably distinctive. • , 

\ 
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ON A BIRD NEW TO NORTHERN NORTH 

AMERICA. 

BY C. HART MERRIAM, M. D. 

Among some birds sent me by Mr. Napoleon A. Comeau from 

Godbout, Province of Quebec, Canada, is a specimen of the 

Yello W-green Vireo ( Vireo Jlaviviridis Cassin). Mr. Comeau 

writes me that he found it, dead, near his home at Godbout, May 

13, 1883/ The specimen agrees well with Baird, Brewer and 

Ridgway’s description of this species except in size, it bding con¬ 

siderably smaller than the measurements there given./Its meas¬ 

urements are : vfeing, 72 mm. (2.83 in.) ; tail. 48 in 11/ (1.88 in.)^ 

bill, 10 mm. (.40 in.) ; while Baird, Brewer and7 Ridgway, in 

their diagnosis ('Hist. N. Am. Birds, I, p. 359), give: wing, 

3.15 in. ; tail, 2.55\in. ; and bill, .41 in. Tlye wing formula in 

the Godbout specime'h is as follows : 2d anyf 3d primaries sub¬ 

equal; 4th shorter; isf between 4th and/fth, but much nearer 

4th (2 = 3, 4, 1, 5). The sides of the breast, axillars, and par¬ 

ticularly the crissum, are of a bright sulphur yellow, much more 

brilliant than in the brightesKfall specimens of V. olivaceus. 

Mr. Robert Ridgway of the Smjtnsonian Institution, to whom 

I submitted the specimen, write/as follows concerning it: “ The 

Vireo sent for examination seems \o be true V. Jlaviviridis but 

is unusually small for that species, the smallest example in our 

series of fourteen skins having the wing 2.90 inches long, the 

average being a little moye than 3 inchest” 

The northernmost record of V. Jlaviviridis that I have been 

able to find is that of/ specimen procured ahFort Brown, Texas, 

August 23, 1877, by Dr. James C. Merrill, l\ S. A. (Proc. U. 

S. Nat. Mus., Vdl. I, p. 125, 1878). 

The route by which this little waif reached Xie Gulf of St. 

Lawrence is /pen to conjecture. My opinion is that it was car¬ 

ried to sea m a storm, and, chancing to fall in with / northward 

bound ve/el, remained about the rigging till within sight of land ; 

and me the vessel bound for Quebec the first land neared would 

probably have been Point de Monts, only nine miles from the 

spot where it was picked up, emaciated and dead. 
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ON A BIRD NEW TO NORTHERN NORTH 

AMERICA. 

BY C. HART MERRIAM, M. D. 

Among some birds sent me by Mr. Napoleon A. Comeau from 

Godbout, Province of Quebec, Canada, is a specimen of the 

YelloQ-green Vireo ( Vireo Jlaviviridis Cassin). Mr. Comeau 

writes me that he found it, dead, near his home at Godbout, May 

13, 1883.Q The specimen agrees well with Baird, Brewer and 

Ridgway’s description of this species except in size, it being con¬ 

siderably smaller than the measurements there given./its meas¬ 

urements are : v^ing, 72 mm. (2.83 in.) ; tail. 48 mm/ (1.88 in.jy- 

bill, 10 mm. (.40 in.) ; while Baird, Brewer am% Ridgway, in 

their diagnosis (Hist. N. Am. Birds, I, p. 359), give: wing, 

wing formula in 3.15 in. ; tail, 2.55X41. ; and bill, .41 in. 

the Godbout specimeb is as follows : 2d and' 3d primaries sub¬ 

equal ; 4th shorter; isf between 4th and/5th, but much nearer 

4th (2 = 3, 4, 1, 5). The sides of the lyreast, axillars, and par¬ 

ticularly the crissum, are ofja bright sulphur yellow, much more 

brilliant than in the brightestXfall specimens of V. olivaceus. 

Mr. Robert Ridgway of the'Smithsonian Institution, to whom 

I submitted the specimen, writesfes follows concerning it: “ The 

Vireo sent for examination seems 4o be true V. JiaviviricUs but 

is unusually small for that species, the smallest example in our 

series of fourteen skins ha/ing the Ring 2.90 inches long, the 

average being a little meme than 3 inchest” 

The northernmost record of V. Jlaviviridis that I have been 

able to find is that of/a specimen procured afeFort Brown, Texas, 

August 23, 1877, by Dr. James C. Merrill, U\ S. A. (Proc. U. 

S. Nat. Mus., Vbl. I, p. 125, 1878). 

The route by which this little waif reached fee Gulf of St. 

Lawrence is /pen to conjecture. My opinion is that it was car¬ 

ried to sea m. a storm, and, chancing to fall in with/ northward 

bound vessel, remained about the rigging till within siglyt of land ; 

and wyfre the vessel bound for Quebec the first land neared would 
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