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PREFACE.

Tre TITLE selected for this book pretty exactly, I trust,
expresses its character and defines its limits. I do not
profess to write the history of the Roman Church; I do
not profess to write a minute and detailed history of the
popes: but I do profess to tell with some fullness and
comprehensiveness the story of the popedom, to follow it
from its origin' to the present time through all its changes,
revolutions, triumphs and disasters, to linger over its
most striking personages and its most important passages,
to set it forth in its twofold character as a spiritual and a
secular power, and to consider its relations to other powers,
its place in history, and its part in the great drama of
human affairs.

While striving after strict accuracy in the statement

,of facts and perfect fairness in the estimate of character,

I lay no claim to the impartiality of religious indifference.
While in no wise blind, I trust, to intellectual greatness
or moral worth in a pope, I look upon the popedom as
the supreme corruption of Christianity. Disbelievers in
the divine origin and the divine authority of the Christian
religion may regard the papacy with feelings of mingled
complacency and dislike, as an institution serviceable and
beneficent in ages past though worn out and pernicious

i NOW. But every earnest believer in Christianity as the

full and final revelation of God, must look upon the
popedom either as the perfection or as the nethermost
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degradation thereof. It was more at*home in those dark:
ages of which it was the creature ; it may have done less
harm then, it may have put forth some social restraint and
held brute force in some check. But it was as much a
spiritual corruption in the' eleventh as in the sixteenth
or the nineteenth century, Circumstances have rendered
it more or less formidable, more or less pernicious; but
it has remained throughout the supreme corruption of
Christianity ; and as such I deal with it throughout this
volume.

The Italian events of 1859 and 1860 concentrated
around the popedom those historical studies which form
the- chief employment and delight of my life. A dis-
quisition on the Italian aspects of the papal history
gradually expanded into the present volume, which, com-
menced at the beginning of 1860, was finished at the
end of 1862. Subsequent events have required the
addition of a few sentences to two or three of the chap-
ters. I have as much as possible gone to the original
and contemporaneous, especially the Roman Catholic
sources of information; and I have to thank the autho-
rities of the Bodleian Library for the months of dehghtful
research which I enjoyed there.

The present somewhat heedless and relaxed mood of
English Protestantism, as well as the deadly peril of
Italian Popery, has stirred me to the production of this

volume. I put it forth with the earnest hope and prayer
that Italy may be rid ere long of that papacy which has
wrought her such shame ‘and evil, and that England may .

. ever cleave to that Protestantism which has ministered so |

mightily to her greatness and glory, to her freedom and
felicity. :

|
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INTRODUCTION.

— OO .

HisTory, s0o abounding in wonders, so full of strange sights
and extraordinary changes, perhaps presents its master-marvel
and its most singular transformation in the story here to
be briefly told, the story of the papacy. ‘That a minister
of the kingdom not of this world should have seated him-
self among and above all the kings of this world; that a
servant of the Prince whom imperial Rome put to death, and
an officer of the Church which heathen Rome persecuted should
have sat in the place of the Cesars and ruled over the earth
from Rome much in the spirit and with more than the might
of heathen and imperial Rome ; that one of the ministers ap-
pointed to proclaim and defend the Christian faith should have
become its arch-concealer and its arch-corrupter; and that in
the name and at the bidding of this professed servant of Christ
more Christian blood should have been shed than all the pro-
fessed foes of Christianity put together have poured forth ; thig
surely is a sight of sights and a wonder of wonders. The story
of the popedom has all manner of interest as a story of various
fortunes and vast projects, of great perils -and narrow escapes,
of signal triumphs and signal reverses, of enormous mistakes
and’ enormous sins. These things so striking wheresoever,
howsoever and to whomsoever they happen have sevenfold im-
pressiveness in the infallible guides of human faith, and in the
consecrated keepers of Heaven’s keys. The intensity of its
worldly ambition, the profundity of its worldly policy, the mag-
nitude of its worldly successes and its worldly reverses, of its
worldly mistakes and its worldly transgressions, distinguishes
the dynasty of the popes from all undisguised secular dynasties.
Supreme and concentrated worldliness stands forth as the one
great characteristic of the Roman See, of the kingdom of this
world that calls itself a kingdom not of this world. The series
of elderly single men who took new and high-sounding names
when they began to reign, and who professed to manage the
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.affairs of Heaven here below, exhibited every tendency a.n(",l
experienced every vicissitude incident to the most vulgay
royal race. The papal dynasty has had its full share 011'
interregnums, disputed successions, insurrections, depositions
and executions. The papal dynasty has yielded an average
crop of good and bad, of weak and vigorous rulers, of
men of worth and master-spirits, of fools, profligates, tyrants
and monsters. Now and then in private life and personal
character a Gregory, an Urban, a Clement, an Innocent, a
Boniface, a Benedict, a Pius and a Celestine have been not un-
‘meetly named ; but as a body these loftily designated sovereigns
of the Roman Church have by no means transcended in mercy,
beneficence and godliness the Henries, Edwards, Charleses and
Fredericks of this world. There has been no dearth of reckless
Gregories, brawling Urbans, ruthless Clements, harmfal In-
nocents, and Benedicts of anything but blessed memory ; there
has been more than one malefactor Boniface, more than one
ungodly Pius and more than one earthly-minded -Celestine.!
This pretension to transcend, and this failure to reach ordinary
.human virtue, form the great peculiarity of the papal dynasty,
and the chief strangeness of the papal story. The contem-
plation throughout its whole career of a power of such long
duration and such various fortunes, of such pretensions and
such performances, may serve to bring out the romance and
unfold the philosophy of History, to widen intellectual vision
and deepen spiritual conviction.

! This contrast between papal names and papal character is very obvious; though
I am not aware that it has been so exhaustively drawn out elsewhere. Theodoric &
Nigém the historiah of the Western Schism perpetually nicknames Urban VI.
(1378-89) than whom a more bitter brawler never troubled the world, Turbanus or
‘brawler, a piece I fear of scarcely lawful Latin, but a nickname applied by more than
‘one historian to more than one Urban. Illyricus of Magdeburg in his treatise de
Primatu Pape speaks of ‘ malefici Bonifacii’ On the other hand papal panegyrists
have often congratulated popes on the happy expression of their character by their
name. Gunther in his poem, de Gestis Frederici Znobarbi, speaks of Innocent I
(1130-43) as a pontiff who *fetches a glorious name from an innocent life:’

¢ Nomen ab innocua ducit laudabile vita.’

Caspar Gebhardt in his Jcones Imperatorum Romanorum, p. 418, thus apostrophises
TInnocent X. (1644-65) who offered his mediation to put an end to the Thirty
Years’ War and sent a legate to the congress of Mijnster, though he afterwards

withdrew him, and had no part in the peace of Westphalia : ‘ Quis nocentia humano
generi totque Divorum templis atque aris arma, stillantesque consanguineo cruore

gladios condat, preeter Innocentium ?’

|




THE PAPAL DRAMA.
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BOOK I. -

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE POPEDOM.

Popery is a double thing to deal with, and claims a twofold power, ecclesiastical
and political, both usurped, and the one supporting the other.
MirroN, On True Religion, Heresy, Schism, and Toleration.

Tae CHRISTIAN CEURCH and the Roman Empire had their birth
about the same time, and have borne throughout a singular
relation to each other, whether of antagonism or alliance. The
Son of God took the flesh to work out His Father’s will on
earth, when the heir of the first Caesar had fully established the
gystem of Julius, and gathered every civilised nation under
one dominion. Every secular capacity, all the strength and
splendour of this world—material enjoyment, despotic ambition,
democratic aspiration—had summed themselves up in imperial-
ism, just when every lofty longing and noble faculty of the soul
found a divine quickening, a full expression and satisfaction in
Christianity. The kingdom not of this world was set up in the
world just as the kingdom of this world had attained its fullest,
widest, and most glaring manifestation. The two great powers
soon discovered and displayed their natural antagonism. The
Roman Empire—the unwitting helper and unfolder of the
Christian Church by the destruction of Jerusalem and the
overthrow of the Hebrew polity—erelong recognised an adver-
sary in that world-renouncing and self-immolating society, and
singled it out for destruction. After a combat of three cen-
turies, the mightier power prevailed ; the Empire held out its
hand to the Church ; imperialism accepted Christianity. When
the two foes became friends, each had somewhat degenerated.
The kingdom of this world was waxing weak ; the kingdom not
B
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of this world was losing power. The Church, enfeebled as fa
divine ministrant, was becoming stronger as a secular societyy,
and friendly connection with the Empire served to render thle
Church still more imperial. While her doctrines and worship
lost much of their purity and simplicity, her rulers grew more
lordly, and her system of government grew more Roman. The
weakness of the falling Empire added to her worldly strength.
Too feeble and corrupt to maintain itself in life, it had strength
to impart its peculiarities to its nobler intimate. The dying
Empire clung close to the Church and wrought transformingly

- upon her. Pagan Rome did not perish without imparting an
idolatrous tincture to her vanquisher. Imperial Rome did not
fall without bequeathing her spirit and power, her method and
organisation, to her ally; and both at length reappeared with
remarkable exactitude in papal Rome.

The dignity of the imperial city gave some prominence to the
head of the Christian community there; and the fall of the
Western Empire (476) left the Roman bishop the greatest
personage in the chief city of the world. The barbarians
beheld in the somewhat secularised Church the representative
of the faith which most of them professed, and the representa-
tive of the empire for which they retained some reverence even
while subverting it. She impressed them at once with a sense
of her earthly majesty, with a feeling of her spiritual power.
Of this twofold impression the Roman bishop had the chief
benefit. The foremost dweller in the city of the Cesars, he
grew every day greater and more awful in the eyes of that
shaken, smitten, and reeling world, of that dwindling and
darkening Christendom. Both without and within the Church
the gloom was thickening. The light of living genius and
learning was altogether withholden; the light of ancient
genius and learning was fast becoming hidden. The Word
of God was getting more and more a sealed book. The Church
was sinking from a company of faithful men into a body of
priests. The Christian people were losing their right of
choosing their pastors and reading the Scriptures, and the
separation between them and the Christian' ministry grew
sharper and more glaring. As the clergy were becoming
priests, the bishops were becoming lords. The soul had its
direct access to God blocked up by a throng of mediators and
a multitude of ceremonies. Worship was dwindling down into
a pageant and performance. Fable was overlaying the doctrines
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and legend obscuring the history of Christianity. Idolatry was
invading the Church; saints and relics were hiding Christ and
purloining prayer. The great feast of thankful commemora-
tion and brotherly fellowship was sinking into an idolatrous
service and a sacerdotal triumph. Priests on earth and saints
in heaven were usurping the saving work and mediatorial
office of the Son of God, while the bishop of Rome was usurp-
ing His kingly place. Around this crowning corruption all
these other corruptions naturally gathered themselves together,
as subjects around their sovereign or soldiers around their
chief, duteously waited upon it, and assiduously advanced it.
There is nothing in all history more sad and solemn, more
striking and instructive, than this concurrence and co-operation
of these manifold corruptions and their consummation in the
papacy. About the same time and by the same process the
Christian Church became a kingdom of this world, its doctrines
a mass of mingled truths and fables, its worship a heap of
ceremonies, its table an altar, its ministry a sacrificing priest-
hood, its bishops prelates, and the bishop of Rome sovereign
pontiff.

It is not the smallest singularity about this process, how little
this exaltation of the Roman bishopric was aided by any tran-
scendent virtues, eminent abilities, or personal prominence on

_the part of the Roman bishops. They scarcely furnish forth

one among the great names of the early Church. Among the
Fathers there is almost a total dearth of Roman bishops; of
those great teachers whose genius has inspired the thought and
guided the faith of generations, very few were Romans, scarcely
one held the office of a Roman pastor. The genius and sanctity
of the early Church had but faint manifestation at Rome; her
greatest names were cornected with the inferior cities rather
than with the metropolis of the world. Polycarp sanctified
Smyrna; Irenzus adorned Lyons; Africa produced Tertul-
lian; Cyprian illustrated Carthage; Alexandria gloried in Cle-
ment, Origen, and Athanasius; Constantinople rejoiced in
Chrysostom ; the light of Jerome mainly illumines Palestine;

. the obscurity of Nyssa, Nazianzen, and Ceesarea has been up-

lifted by the fame of the two Gregories, of Eusebius, and of
Basil; the insignificance of Hippo has been gathered up into
the immortality of Augustine. How comparatively barren has
Rome been! The presence of Peter is very doubtful, and his
presidency altogether untenable. The utter silence of Scripture

B 2
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about this matter has sevenfold more weight and virtue than
the buzz of tradition. It is surely inconceivable that the chief
business of so eminent an apostle should find no place among
the Acts of the Apostles—that the book so full of Peter’s life
and work in Judza should give no hint about his life and work
at Rome—that the book which so minutely sets forth how Paul
got to Rome, and tells how he spent the two years that he lived
there, should not contain a single detail about the twenty-five
years that Peter is made to have stayed there, nor even mention
that he ever went thither—that the two glorious letters wherein
the great apostle poured forth his tender and holy soul to the
Christians scattered through Asia Minor should make no al-
lusion to his long presidency over the Church at Rome, and no
allusion to his residence there, unless Babylon mean Rome.!

1 *Agnd(eras Suds 7 év BaBuAdvt cuvexhekrf, ‘ The fellow-elect one in Babylon
salutes you,’ 1 Pet. v. 13. Whether this fellow-elect one is a church or a woman
is very uncertain, but matters not much to us here. Whether Babylon is the plain
Asiatic Babylon or the mystic Rome will never be settled. The plainness and direct-
ness of epistolary writing seem to demand that Babylon should mean Babylon. The
New Testament is just as favourable to the residence of Peter at Babylon as for his
stay at Rome, since, save in this place, it says nothing about either; while the direc-
tion of the letter to Christians scattered through provinces not far from Babylon
supports a Babylonian residence (1 Pet. i. 1). In no apostolical epistle has a city a
metaphorical name, except in Paul's allegory (Gal. iv.), and, even though professing
himself an allegorist, he takes care to explain that Hagar or Mount Sinai answers

to Jerusalem that now is (ver. 25); so that in all likelihood Babylon is Babylon.

here. With the prophets it is different. They often speak of Jerusalem as Scdom
or as Gomorrah, That Babylon means Rome in so highly figurative a prophecy
as the Apocalypse (xiv. 8, xvii. §, xix. 2) does not at all hinder Babylon from meaning
Babylon in a greeting at the end of a familiar epistle. But Peter's Babylon may be
twisted into Rome without any profit to the papal power. The strongest foe of the
popedom may allow that Peter went to Rome and died at Rome, while no one who
asserts that Babylon is Rome in the epistle can deny her to be Rome in the prophecy.
Bellarmine runs the risk, and maintains Peter’s Babylon to be Rome (De Summo
Pontifice, lib. ii. e. 2, in which book that most accomplished disputant does the best
for the residence and primacy of Peter and his self-styled successors, lib. ii. passim,
Opera, vol. i. pp. 717-844) ; but, learned and ingenious as he is, he is no match for the
mighty Calvin, who deals with the sovereignty claimed by the pope and thrust upon
Peter in his own broad, deep, searching, and overwhelming fashion (Institutio, lib. iv.
¢. 6), where, besides other weighty strokes, he smites the papacy with the lively
stones of Peter (1 Pet. ii. 5, 6), and with Paul's magnificent picture of church unity
(Eph. iv.), and finely asks: ¢Cur in ill4 commendatione unitatis, postquam dixerat

unum corpus, unum Spiritum, unam spem vocationis, unum Deum, unam fidem, unum -

baptisma, non etiam continuo addidit, unum summum pontificem qui ecclesiam in uni-
tate contineat?’ (sec.10.) See also the very lively, amusing, and conclusive discussion
of this matter by Illyricus, a Protestant pastor at Magdeburg, Contra commentitium
Primatum Pape, Basilee, 1554. See also the overwhelming arguments of Velenus
against the presence of Peter at Rome, apud Monarchiam Sacram Melchioris Goldasti,
vol. ii. pp. 1-16 (Frankfort, 1621), with whom referring to the omission of Peter's

e
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The spiritual popedom fetches its origin from a residence and
a presidency of which there is not the slightest contemporary
evidence. The see of Peter leads on the long array of fictions
and assumptions which the Church of Rome has drawn around
her—the long array of her offences against historical as well as
against divine truth. St. Peter, too, is a fellow-sufferer with
History and Religion. Never has any one been so wronged and
metamorphosed as has the great apostle been by this exaltation.
His personal and apostolical greatness, the might and majesty
of his soul and of his work, were lost in the ecclesiastical omni-
potence and worldly power which the pontiffs and princes who
called themselves his successors flung back upon the fisherman.
The real andscriptural Peter disappeared beneath the traditional,
legendary, and papal Peter. ¢ The pilot of the Galilean lake,’
the earnest, eager, forward, tender, trembling, fainting, back-
sliding, penitent, forgiven, and rejoicing lover of his Lord, the
speaker in the upper room, the preacher on the day of Pente-
cost, the confronter of the Jewish priests and pontiff, the wel-
comer of the Roman soldier into the kingdom, the prisoner of
Herod, the apostle of the circumecision and yet the champion of
Christian liberty at the council of Jerusalem, the patient taker
of Paul’s deserved rebuke, the writer of those two most loving,
lowly, unworldly, patience-breathing letters, was translated into
the lord of the world, the wielder of the two swords civil and
ecclesiastical, into a prince-pontiff, and into the founder of a
dynasty of prince-pontiffs. That little boat in which he plied
his craft upon the little lovely lake, which he left at the voice
or lent for the needs of his Divine Master, vanished before that
ark of Peter, that papal argosy so gorgeously fitted out, so
direly freighted, and so conspicuous on the ocean of history.
The apostle who silver and gold had none, whose letters are
fuller of the glory of patience and the joy of sorrow than all the
apostolical writings, has been endowed with an Italian princi-
pality, and been made to cry out in bulls innumerable for nations
to unsheath the sword in defence of St. Peter’s patrimony.?

name among the fellow-labourers and fellow-prisoners at Rome whom Paul com-
memorates, we may well exclaim, ‘O wretched Peter, if he had been then at Rome
and shrunk from Paul in this most glorious work!’ ‘O infelicem Petrum, si tum
Romz fuerat, et Paulum in hoc honestissimo destituit negotio!’ (p. 7).

? See especially that most amazing epistle of Stephen II. (Baronius, an. 755,
n. 21-29) wherein St. Peter is made to summon the Franks to smite the
Lombards. Not one of the apos‘les has been so strangely disfigured as St. Peter,
unless it be St. James the Elder. Sacerdotal ambition translated one Galilean
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"The Reformation in deposing Pope Peter restored the true
Peter and righted History while it purified Religion. Spiritugl
falsehood brings with it historical falsehood. Believers in a
religious lie must needs grossly misconceive both men and
events. Corrupt Religion led perverted History in her train of
captives and put upon her the work of a slave. The purifying
of the one was the emancipation of the other.

Among the humble and holy men assumed to be the earlier
successors of that Peter who almost certainly never set foot in
Rome, and so amusingly dubbed popes, Clement alone is at all
memorable ; and he, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, does not
profess himself the head of the Christian community at Rome,
whereof he was simply an influential member ;3 and for centuries
the list of Roman pastors contains not one name which stirs the
heart and imagination, or which holds a great place in the
memory of men, save that of good Sylvester, unpleasantly memo-
rable without any fault of his, the guiltless hero of a pious fraud,
the famous recipient of a fabulous donation, the unconscious
beneficiary of the unconscious Constantine, who founded Con-
stantinople out of pure love for the greatness of the Roman See,
who withdrew from Rome to enthrone Sylvester there, and who,
not satisfied with this bestowal of the metropolis, included
Ttaly, Spain, Gaul, and Britain in the mighty gift4 The

fisherman into a prince and a pontiff; superstition and chivalry have made a knight
of the other. Spain has appropriated and metamorphosed St. James. As the victim
of Herod Agrippa was too undeniably killed in Jerusalem to be put to death in Spain,
his body was miraculously conveyed thither.. He became the champion of Spain and
the patron of her chief order of knighthood, went forth mounted on a white steed before
her hosts, and led them on to more than one victory over the Moors. St. Paul and
St. John escaped metamorphosis better than the other apostles. Craft and supersti-
tion have least overlaid with fables the apostle whose life was most fraught with mighty
deeds, and the apostle whose life was most hidden and contemplative.

® The letter does not mention either the name or the office of Clement, but gives
prominence to the Church, not to any individual member thereof. It begins, ¢ The
Church of God sojourning at Rome to the Church of God sojourning at Corinth,’
7 ékxAnola Tod Ocod ) wapolkovaa ‘Pduny, k.7.A. Jacobson, Patres Apostolict, vol. i. p. 1.

* This amazing fabrication could not of course live when learning lived again, and
found a most vigorous demolisher in Laurence Valla, the secretary of Pope Eugenius IV.,
born 1415, died 1465, and whose tractate on this matter, In Donationem Constantini
Declamatio (Opera, Basilew, 1540, pp. 761-795), is a potent piece of argumentation,
as well as a most lively piece of declamation. It is especially well worth reading at
this time ; never has the temporal popedom been more fiercely assailed than by this
papal secretary, who puts into the mouth of the Romans of his day words exactly
such as the Romans of our day address to their priest-king: ¢ Tu gubernare invitos vis,
quasi pupilli simus, qui te ipsum forsitan sapientius gubernare possemns. Adde hue
injurias quese aut abs te aut a tuis magistratibus huic civitati frequentissime infe-
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donation of Constantine, though not a more unsupported inven-
tion, is a more easily refuted and a more audacious and glaring
fabrication than the see of Peter. The papacy built its spiritual
dominion upon a fable, and its worldly dominion upon a forgery.
The most conspicuous apostle was bound to be the first pope;
the first Christian emperor was bound to make the pope a
prince. History endured another and still more monstrous
wrong for the profit of the Roman See; both Sylvester and
Constantine suffered utter disfigurement. The worthy Chris-
tian pastor became a great prince; the mighty conqueror and
ambitious sovereign became a lowly renouncer of empire.

The insignificant series of Roman bishops was broken only by
Leo I. (440-461), not unworthily entitled Great, at once per-
sonally noble and historically memorable ; mighty as a pillar
both of chureh and state ; a faithful subject of the empire, and
a true pastor; a master of theological lore, and a master of the
human heart; influential in Christian councils, and potent in
barbarian camps; who guided the deliberations of the fathers
of Chalcedon, and pleaded not in vain for helpless and trembling
Rome before Attila and Genseric ; who turned away the wrath
of the Hun and softened the fury of the Vandal ; and who be-
queathed a noble name to posterity, and a worthy inspiration to
the genius of Raphael.?

But not only were the Roman.bishops effaced among the
saints and luminaries of the Church by Ambrose and Au-
gustine, by Chrysostom and Jerome; they were not less com-
pletely overshadowed by the mighty men of the Roman and
Teutonic world, by the sages who adorned, by the states-
men and heroes who delayed, by the warriors who effected

runtur. Deum testamur, injuria cogit nos rebellare. . . . Nec in tuum caput ultorem
stringimus gladium, sed te abdicato atque summoto alterum patrem dominumve adopta-
bimus. Tu vero, quz sacerdotis opera sunt, cura’ (pp. 793—4). ‘Nec amplius horrenda
vox audiatur: «Partes contra ecclesiam, ecclesia contra Perusinos pugnat, contra
Bononienses ” ’ (p. 795)—witness the storming of Perugia in 1859.

5 Of the bishops between Sylvester and Leo, the least obscure were Damasus, who
won the Roman See after a fierce fight between his partisans and those of his
competitor Ursicinus, in which many persons perished (Platina, de Vitis Pontifi-
cum, p. 50, ed. 1626 ; Baronius, an. 366); and Zosimus, Boniface, and Celestine, who
supported a profligate African priest who, deposed by his bishop, had appealed to the
Roman bishop against the Sixth Council of Carthage, about 420, at which Augustine
assisted, and who vainly endeavoured to establish the necessity of appeals to Rome
by the help of a forged copy of the Nicman canons (Illyricus, de Certamine intcr
Pontifices et Sextam Carthaginensem Synodum, Basilew, 15564). For Leo I. see Platina,
pp. 59, 60 ; Baronius, an. 440-61 passim.
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the ruin of the Western Empire. It is mainly his conference
with the awful Attila that has made Leo memorable. No bishop
of Rome withdraws for a moment our gaze from her last great
sovereign, the noble Theodosius ; from her first Teutonic captor,
the valiant Alaric; from her last illustrious champion, the
patrician Ztius ; from her great Gothic ruler, the mighty and
magnanimous Theodoric ; from his illustrious victim and her
latest luminary, the accomplished Boethius; from her last
Gothic captor, the heroic and merciful Totila; and from her
famous deliverers Belisarius and the eunuch Narses. But the
obscure Roman pastors were not unwise in their generation,
were not unhelpful of the greatness of their bishopric; events
fought for them, and they did mot throw away the service of
events. Under the Arian Ostrogoths they gradually grew into
the leading representatives both of the subject race and of the
orthodox faith. Bishop John (523-526) drove the Arians from
their church at Rome, and otherwise provoked the wrath of his

Gothic and Arian sovereign, the tolerant Theodoric, who at last -

cast him into prison, where he died.® The contemporary and
fellow-sufferer of Boethius, the Roman bishop is forgotten,
while the Roman philosopher has comforted and delighted the
ages; and the fair fame of the benignant and enlightened
Theodoric has rightly taken its single stain, not from the
deserved restraint of an intolerant priest, but from the execution
of an illustrious sage. The Goths, overthrown by Belisarius
and Narses, who won back Rome and Italy to the Eastern
Empire, were immediately replaced as conquerors and possessors
of Northern Italy by the Lombards (569). This swift succession
of barbarian invaders, this instability of barbarian conquerors,
and the absence from Rome of her sovereign, the Eastern
emperor, helped to advance the power and prominence of the
Roman bishops. Shaken Christendom leaned more and more
upon a Roman centre ; benighted Christendom groped more
helplessly after a Roman guide.

At length, in Gregory the Great (590-604), a man of no
mean might and no ordinary gifts sate in the Roman chair.
For the first time the bishopric of the imperial city was holden
by the foremost man in the world. A mightier man, it is true,
was living, but not yet manifested ; at the accession of Gregory,
Mohammed was looking after Khadijah’s merchandise, and

¢ Platina, p. 67. Baronius, an. 523-6.
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at his death the Arab trader had not yet proclaimed him-
self the Apostle of God. Among the conspicuous and memorable
personages of that time, the Roman pastor stands forth by far
the greatest and most worthy of remembrance, as, indeed, he
has been the best remembered, far overtopping and outshining
the Emperor Maurice, King Recared of Spain, King Ethel-
bert of England, and the two terrible women who desolated
France, Brunehild and Fredegonde. That dark, rude, and
afflicted age yielded no writer superior to Gregory, no luminary
8o benignant, and no spirit so commanding. The breadth of
his sympathy, the width of his public care, the extent and
variety of his correspondence, greatly heighténed the tendency
of Christendom towards Rome. He wrote to bishops, if not
quite in the tone of an equal, certainly not in the tone of an abso-
lute master and infallible guide ; with great spiritual ardour he
had no worldly ambition and no extravagant pontifical ambition ;
he did not seek or design the secular glory or ecclesiastical
omnipotence of his own see.” Yet its greatness was not a little
advanced by his virtues, ability, and energy. Not without him
did the Spanish Goths formally renounce Arianism ; through his
zealous instrumentality the English began to forsake heathenism.
It was given Gregory to rejoice over the orthodox Recared, and
over the Christian Ethelbert. An earnest Protestant English-
man will recognise in the sender-forth of Augustine, in the dis-
penser even of an imperfect Christianity to his country, a
national benefactor, and will make the famous or infamous
puns in which Gregory’s zeal for English souls broke forth,
welcome to their immortality.! The gift, though coming
from Rome, was by no means purely papal. Gregory claimed
to be nothing more than what he was, the most prominent
bishop of a degenerate though not yet utterly corrupted church,
and the faithful and obedient subject of the Kastern Empire.
His prompt obedience to the civil power had a somewhat un-
seemly manifestation in the obsequious eagerness with which he

7 Gregorii Magni Epistole, lib. iv. ep. 31-34, lib. vi. ep. 30; Opera, Paris, 1571,
vol. ii. pp. 54447, 613. He takes pains to brand his successors, and anticipates their
Protestant denouncers. ¢ Ego fidenter dico, quia quisquis se universalem sacerdotem
vocat, vel vocari desiderat, in elatione sua Antichristum precurrit, quia superbiendo
se ceeteris preeponit * (lib. vi. ep. 30).

8 Baronius, Annales Ecclesiastici, an. 595. Beda, Historia Feclesiastica, lib. 1. cap. 23
et seq. Gregorii Vita, apud Opera, lib. i. cap. 21, where it is told how the handsome
English slaves brought out the papal punster, who beheld future angels in the beau-

tiful Angles, and yearned to rescuc their gative province Deira fromn the ire of God
(de ira Dei) and to hear their king Ella sing Hallelujah.
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transferred his allegiance from the rigorous but upright and
magnanimous Maurice to his murderer the centurion Phocas,
and in the strain of unworthy adulation in which he congra-
tulated the accession, proclaimed the virtues, and anticipated
the long, happy, and benignant reign of that foul and blood-
stained usurper.’

* But this ill-bestowed flattery, however misbecoming the noble
character of Gregory, was profitable to the Roman See. There
are not many more painful and pathetic scenes in history, scenes
where savage cruelty is encountered by sublime resignation, than
the slaughter of the Emperor Maurice and his five sons at
Chalcedon (602), followed a few years after by the slaughter of his
widow Constantina and her three daughters on the same spot.!®
Among royal and imperial monsters there has scarcely appeared
one at once more horrible and contemptible than their murderer
Phocas. This meet  successor of Caligula, Nero, and Helio-
gabalus, is memorable not only as a monster, but as a benefactor
of the Roman See, and holds a somewhat conspicuous place in
ecclesiastical history as a helper and hastener of-the papal
supremacy. In gratitude for the obsequiousness of Gregory,
and for the devotion of Boniface ITI., Phocas conferred upon the
latter the title of supreme and universal bishop so fiercely
branded by the former, and formally declared the Roman See
the head of Christendom (606). The bounty of such a patron
has been slighted and slurred over by Roman Catholic writers,
while Protestant writers have loudly magnified and keenly
enjoyed it.” An impartial historian, however, must needs ac-
knowledge in this concession of Phocas at once a recognition

of prominence and a bestowal of dignity, a gratification and a -

provocation of ambition, the first clear, distinct, and formal step
in the conversion of the Roman bishopric into the papal
monarchy. The donation of Constantine is far more respectable,
but far less authentic, than the concession of Phocas; in the
infamous centurion the papacy may claim an undoubted be-
friender, and the Roman Church must needs make the best of
her earliest imperial paramour.

® Gregorii Epistole, lib. xi. ep. 1, 36: ¢ Leetentur ceeli et exultet terra, et de vestris

benignis actibus universe reipublicee populus nuncusque vehementer afflictus hila-
rescat,” &c.

1 Baronius, an. 602, n. 27; an. 607, n. 3.

N Ibid. an. 606, passim. Platina, de Bonifacio III. p. 79, ed. 1626. Beda, de
Ratione Temporum, Eeclesiastica Historia per Centuriatores, cent. 7, tom. iv. p. 228.
Iilyricus, de Primatu Pape, p. 74.
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The very season, signalised by this exaltation of Rome, wit-
nessed a signal and terrible chastisement of corrupt Christendom.
This inward ill came upon the Church on the eve of a great
outward calamity. While Gregory was fawning upon Phocas,
Mohammed was entertaining the angel Gabriel in the cave of
Hera; when Boniface won from the detestable Cemsar this
aggrandisement of the Roman See, the Arabian apostle was
nursing the vision of a world won back to the unity of God and
filled with his own name. The vision soon became a reality.
Twenty-five years afterwards, in 632, Mohammed died, master
of Arabia, and the next year the Arabs, uplifted by their pro-
phet from a race of idolaters and robbers into a nation of
believers, enthusiasts, and heroes, rushed forth from their
wilderness upon the astonished world in the reign of the
Emperor Heraclius, the avenger of Maurice and the de-
stroyer of Phocas, outstripped the pace of all conquerors that
have ever been, and got together in seventy years an empire
vaster than that which had cost the Romans the incessant -
efforts of seven centuries. Christendom—taken by surprise and
absorbed in mean matters, rigidly punctilious about petty points
and fiercely stirred by small quarrels—was easily overcome and
rapidly dismembered ; in seventy years a third of its domain
was overrun and appropriated by Islam ; in Syria, Egypt, Africa,
and Spain, the crescent replaced the cross. But the Roman See
grew and throve upon this great woe of the Church. Christen-
dom, already half pagan and half imperial, variously corrupted
and deeply idolatrous, almost incapable of enjoying her in-
visible heavenly King, and half oblivious of her one great end,
that of making men like Him, already too well inclined to bow
before a visible earthly head, and to pervert the power of the.
Church into the very end and object of her existence, found, in
the rise of Islam, another source of attraction towards Rome.
Dismemberment recommended outward unity ; foreign invasion
increased the desire and enhanced the importance of a central
power.

The Roman bishops of the seventh century were personally
insignificant, and remain unmemorable. That dreary age had
its meanness broken by the marvels of victorious Islam, and its
spiritual darkness relieved by the gracious light that streamed
from Iona. It drew its glory from the Arab heroes who overran
the world, and from the Scottish saints and evangelists who
brought learning and godliness into England and kept them
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alive in Europe. Not a single pontiff occupies the human
memory, while Omar and Ali, Khaled and Amrou fill the
imagination, and while Columban, Aidan, Colman, and Aidan’s
convert and friend the holy and valiant King Oswald of North-
umberland, still uplift and gladden the souls of men.!* The
singular reputation of Pope Honorius (626-638), whom the
sixth general council of the Church reckoned among the heretics,
has not rendered him interesting to posterity; nor have the
sufferings of Martin I. (649-655), who was slowly done to death
by the manifold cruelties of the Greek Emperor Constans, won
him a conspicuous rank in the army of martyrs.!* But neither
the dubious theology of Honorius nor the ignominious treat-
ment of Martin stayed the very slow but steady progress of the
Roman See towards the papal monarchy. The thick intellectual
darkness of the time, and the utter bewilderment of Christendom,
helped more and more to raise the Roman bishops into spiritual
and ecclesiastical dictators. Councils and churches, though far
from acknowledging their infallibility, more frequently consulted
and deferred to their opinions. Theological disputes were settled
more and more by their authority and for their advantage. The
chief luminaries and benefactors of that age, the saints of Iona,
brought from Ireland into Scotland, and from Scotland into Eng-
land, a Christianity not derived from Rome, and differed from
the Roman Church on many points, especially on the time for
observing Easter. Evangelists of Northern England, they came
into collision with the successors and disciples of Augustine, who
had converted Southern England from Rome. The Scotch evan-
gelists and the Roman missionaries discussed their differences
at the Council of Whitby (664), in presence of Oswald’s brother
and successor, Oswy, King of Northumberland, whom the

2 Beda (1. iii. e. 1-6), who, though not in love with the anti-Roman peculiarities
of the Iona saints, heartily enjoys their holiness and learning, and lingers over the
gifts and graces of their pupil Oswald, the best and greatest Englishman during
the Heptarchy.

!$ Baronius, an. 633, n. 34 et seq.; an.650, n. 15 et seq. ; an. 651, n. 1 et seq. ; an.
664, n. 1 et seq.; an. 681, n. 16 et seq. From a letter of Honorius to their leader,
Sergius of Alexandria, the Monothelites reckoned the Roman bishop as one of
those who allowed but one will to Christ. Baronius and Bellarmine (de Summo
Pontifice, lib. iv. cap. 11) find it somewhat hard work to vindicate the orthodoxy of
Honorius. The two cardinals, however, vigorously bestir themselves; Baronius is
angry alike with the heretical Monothelites who claimed a papal convert, and with
the orthodox fathers who allowed the claim and branded the convert. In this small
. matter papal infallibility is at stake, and Bellarmine is very ingenious and very auda-
cious, but breaks down before contemporary and unimpeachable documents.
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superior vehemence and audacity of the Roman champions
brought over to their side. Colman and the Scots withdrew
from England, and the pure light of Iona paled before the-
worldly glare of Rome.!

The warlike Lombards ever ravaging the neighbourhood and
threatening the city of Rome, and the Greek exarchs of Ravenna
often in conflict with the Roman bishops, did not impair their
spiritual allurement. Oppressed by the fierce familiarity of
their Lombard neighbours, they rejoiced in the reverence of the
distant Franks, and in the still devouter veneration of the yet
remoter Saxons. Many monarchs came on pilgrimage from the
far West, and more than one English king received baptism or
assumed the cowl at Rome.!*

As the Roman bishops had taken no harm from the curtail-
ment of Christendom by the Arabs towards -the East and
South, they drew direct and signal benefit from its extension
towards the North. The conversion of nations became more
and more advantageous to them. In attempting the conversion
of England, Gregory the Great mainly sought a spiritual con-
quest. In the conversion of Germany, more than a century
later, Gregory IL. and Gregory III. welcomed a papal ac-
quisition. The Italian Angustine and his companions, who
landed in Kent in 596, were missionaries from Rome. The
English Winifred or Boniface and his countrymen who about
720 began to preach in Germany, must, notwithstanding many
high endowments and much spiritual fervour, be regarded as
emissaries of Rome. From Rome Boniface sought his commis-
sion ; at Rome he swore subjection to Pope Gregory and his
successors ; more than once he renewed the vow, and thrust upon
others the submission professed by himself. He took the style
and title of a legate of the Roman See, and combined the life of
a missionary and the death of a martyr with the part of a

4 Beda, 1. iv. ¢. 25. The Roman champion Wilfred, a great and troublesome
churchman of that time, boldly invoked the authority of Peter in favour of the Roman
view of points which the apostle had never considered. As both Wilfred and his
opponent Colman agreed that Christ had given the keys of the kingdom of heaven to
Peter, King Oswy took a personal and prudential view of the matter, and professed
himself unwilling to offend the doorkeeper of heaven. A man of great energy and
ability, though beneath his brother Oswald in virtue, Oswy perhaps hoped that this
act of personal deference for St. Peter might induce oblivion of a great crime which
had given him an earthly kingdom—the murder of Oswin, king of Deira.

15 The fierce warrior Ceadwalla and the wise lawgiver Ina, both kings of Wessex
(Beda, L. v. c. 7).
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Roman champion. The conquests of the Franks in Germany
greatly furthered his work. He followed in the track of Charles
Martel, Carloman, and Pepin, and subjected the regions opened
by their victorious arms. Rome waxed stronger for these
combined labours of the Frankish conquerors and the English
missionaries.'® Boniface holds at once a lofty and an ignoble
place in ecclesiastical history; the apostle of Germany stands
forth as a great and pernicious innovator in Christendom. By
him for the first time obedience to the Roman bishop was
preached as a solemn duty and doctrine as essential as obedience
to Christ. He first carried about with the Gospel the novelty
of the papal supremacy—a novelty by no means at once or even
readily admitted in theory or established in practice, but which
slowly made way and grew at last into the papal monarchy.
Singularly enotigh, Germany, which first put on the papal yoke,
was the first to throw it off. The land which bowed before
Boniface produced Luther and originated the Reformation, just
as the land which gave birth to Boniface gave birth to Wycliffe
and finally accepted the Reformation. While Italy, France,
Spain, and Ireland, which received Christianity independently’
of Rome, stubbornly clave to the Papacy, England converted
from Rome, and Germany converted for Rome, eagerly renounced
the popedom and faithfully upheld the Reformation.!”

At the very time that the Roman See took this huge stride

towards spiritual supremacy, it also made a great advance to-

wards political independence and power. The conversion of
Germany was contemporaneous with its revolt against the
Eastern emperors, its alliance with the kings of France, and
its earliest territorial acquisitions. Gregory II. and Gregory III.,
the senders-forth and patrons of Boniface, are chiefly famous as
champions of image-worship and as successful rebels against
‘the imperial iconoclasts of Constantinople. While defending
one corruption they introduced another; idolatrous pontiffs
became secular princes. Degenerate Christianity was preyed
upon by a swarm of corruptions; its degeneracy into idolatry
hastened its degeneracy into a kingdom of this world. The

18 Epistole S. Bonifacti, Moguntiz, 1605, pp. 163 et seq. Baronius, an. 719, n. 1
et seq. ;"an. 723, n. 1 et seq.; an. 731, n. 8-19; an. 741, n. 30 et seq.; an. 761, n. 5
et seq.; an. 765, n. 37-67. Wilibaldus, de 8. Bonifacio, apud Epistolas.
17 Baronius (an. 723, n. 19; an. 731, n. 19) touchingly bewails the Reformation as
a piece of special ingratitude no less than of impiety, and upbraids the Germans of
his day with the enormity of their revolt against that papacy which converted their
 forefathers,
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mighty protest of Mohammedanism against idolatry, the irre-
sistible valour and marvellous triumphs of the image-hating
and image-breaking Arabs, had not failed to impress the simpler
and selecter souls of Christendom. They beheld in these vie-
tories of the idol-breaking misbelievers the judgment of God
upon the reappearance of idolatry in His Church, turned with
wrath and abhorrence from that image-worship which He so
utterly abhorred and had so solemnly forbidden, and burned
to put away the sin and to arrest the chastisement of Chris-
tendom. These convictions strongly possessed the soul of a
simple and earnest mountaineer, a peasant of Isauria, and a
valiant soldier, Leo, whom courage, conduct, and good for-
tune raised from dignity to dignity until they set him upon
the imperial throne of Constantinople (716). The same valour,
wisdom, and earnestness which he brought to the rescue of the
sinking empire, rent by civil war and overwhelmed by Moham-
medan invasion, he afterwards brought to the purification of
the polluted Church from the stain of idol-worship. The re-
pulse and rout of the Saracen host which had beleaguered
Constantinople for three years (715-718), deepened his convie-
tions and confirmed his resolution. To him, the sworn foe
of idolatry, it had been given to inflict their first great defeat
"upon the Mohammedan conquerors; he set himself strenu-
ously to cleanse the faith which God had protected by his hand.
In 726 he began the warfare against images, first banished
them from the churches, and then had them broken and burned,
and after a fierce struggle with the monks and the mob, for
whom the darkness of the time had made image-worship the
dearest and most important part of religion, enforced their
destruction in Constantinople and throughout the East.

But in Italy the devotion to images was still stronger, and
the imperial authority was far weaker. A man of vigour and
ability occupied the Roman chair. In Gregory II. the popular
passion found a powerful exponent, and the imperial iconoclast
encountered a formidable champion of idolatry. Gregory up-
braided and resisted Leo, and at last defied and disowned his
unbending sovereign, withheld the tribute, and withdrew the
allegiance of Italy, 728.'® The Romans clave to their bishop and

8 Vite et Epistole Gregorsi 1. et III., apud Conciliorum tomum xvii., Paris, 1644.
Baronius, an. 726, n. 1 et seq. The two long letters which Gregory II. inflicted upon
his sovereign are striking specimens of pontifical objurgation (an. 726, n. 30). Paulus
Diaconus ( Historie Miscelle, 1, xxi.) raves against Leo and Constantine.
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their idols; Rome became practically independent, with her
bishop for her real if not her recognised ruler ; while Leo and
his still more zealous son, Constantine Copronymus, baffled in the
West, were fain to satisfy themselves with breaking images and
vanquishing rebellious image-worshippers in the East. Alone in
the long dull series of Byzantine Ceesars, these Isaurian icono-
clasts retain any lively hold upon the memory and affections of
men. Assertors of a sublime and immortal spiritual principle,
opponents of a deep-rooted and potent popular passion, they
have lived alike in the love and hatred of posterity. Upholders
of a cause unpopular in their own day, but which, more than
seven centuries afterwards, won a wide and signal triumph, they
have, if overwhelmed with obloquy by the darkmess of their
own time, secured the applause of a distant and enlightened
age. The Reformation raised up mightier iconoclasts, and fur-
nished the Byzantine image-breakers with admirers and panegy-
rists no less zealous than their Romish detractors and assailants.
Their deeds have been outdone ; the term of reproach which dis-
tinguished them has grown into a title of honour, and Milton
uttered the mind of his fellow-Protestants when he mingled
scorn and abhorrence of the rebellious and idolatrous popes with
pride and joy in the imperial iconoclasts.!® "

With this political triumph over the Byzantine Czsars, and
this spiritual triumph which Boniface won for it in Germany,
the first period of the papacy came to an end, the first act of
the papal drama may be said to have closed. Aggrandised by
the fall of the Western Empire and the invasion of the Teutons,
the bishopric of Rome put forth a distinctly papal character
about the beginning of the seventh century at the death of
Gregory the Great, who was the last true Roman pastor. The
grant of Phocas, without being in the least exaggerated, may
be fairly taken as the starting-point in the history of the pope-
dom (606).

The whole period from the sixth to the middle of the eighth
century, from the destruction of the Western Empire to the
severance from the Eastern Empire, ministered to the aggran-
disement of the Roman See, and to the growth of nothing else
save and except Islam. It found civilisation sinking, and left
it submerged ; it found the light of intellect feeble and flicker-
ing, and left the world in almost total darkness ; it found Chris-

¥ FEikonoklastes, preface.
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tianity somewhat degenerate and left it intensely corrupt; it
found Paganism prostrate and left Mohammedanism trium-
phant; it found the Roman bishop an obedient subject of the
Roman Empire and a simple officer of the Christian Church,
and left him politically independent and spiritually supreme,
almost a prince and very much of a pontiff.
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BOOK II.

THE EARLY STRUGGLES AND EXCESSES OF THE POPEDOM.

Di voi pastor 8 accorse '1 Vanglista,
Quando colei, che siede sovra I’ acque,
Puttaneggiar co’ regi a lui fu vista.

DaNTE, Inferno, xix. 106-8.

¢« You pastors the Evangelist had in mind,
‘When she who on the many waters sits
Full in his sight defiled herself with kings.’

AmonG the Teutonic tribes which overran and divided the
‘Western Empire, the Franks held the highest and most con-
spicuous place, through the extent of their conquests, the per-
manence of their possession, and the perpetual renovation of
their national vigour. The Burgundians soon became their sub-
jects, as the Lombards afterwards did. The Ostrogoth con-
querors of Italy were soon overthrown by the Eastern emperors,
and replaced by the Lombards ; the Visigoth masters of Spain
erelong fell before the Arabs. Neither Italy nor Spain became
Gothland ; but Gaul became Frankenland, or France, as Britain
became England.

The French monarchy was older than the papacy. Clovis
led his Franks into Gaul about 480, a few years after the
‘Western Empire came to an end, and established his kingdom
there, while the Roman bishops were obedient subjects of
Theodoric the Great. His descendants, the long-haired Mero-
vingians, gradually degenerated, and at the beginning of the
eighth century gank into utter impotence. But his people did
not partake the degeneracy of his house. A race of heroes
arose to lead the Franks forth to battle, and to govern in the
name of their powerless kings. As mayors of the palace, Pepin
of Heristal, his son Charles Martel, and the son of Charles,
Pepin the Short, utterly effaced their sovereigns, and were the
mighty men of Western Christendom, from which they beat
back the onrushing tide of Islam. In 732 Charles Martel smote
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and scattered, at Tours, the Mohammedan conquerors of Spain,
who had overrun half France, and drove them back over the
Pyrenees. He and his sons, Carloman and Pepin, made great
conquests in Germany, and furthered much the spiritual con-
quests of Boniface. But these heroic Franks were not the only
great men of their time. The eighth century, though. in truth
a dark age, had somewhat less gloom and deadness than its
immediate predecessor and successor. It was thronged by
mighty events, and yielded some mighty men.

The Carolingian heroes of the West had for their contempo-
raries in the East those great Isaurian Ceesars, Leo and Con-
stantine, who reinvigorated the State and sought to purify the
Church, those bafflers of Islam and breakers of images. At
the very time that Charles Martel became chief of the Franks
(715), Leo became emperor of the East (716)} and as the
Saracens were for the first time put to shame before the Isaurian
iconoclast under the walls of Constantinople (718), so they
endured their second great defeat when they were smitten and
crushed beneath the mighty Hammer of the Franks on the
field of Tours (732). Two great kings, Luitprand and Astolf,
uplifted the Lombards in Italy, while England furnished the
spiritual potentate of the time in Boniface, archbishop of
Mentz, the great saint and martyr of the eighth century.
Earnest and emnergetic pontiffs, Gregory IL, Gregory IIL.,
Zachary, Stephen II., exalted the Roman See. And imperial
iconoclasts, chiefs of France, Lombard kings, and English mis-
sionaries, had all dealings, friendly or unfriendly, with these
popes, were connected with each other through their connection
with the Roman See, which rebelled against Leo and Constan-
tine, went to war with Luitprand and Astolf, courted Pepin, and
employed Boniface.

The popes were now predominant in Christendom and supreme
in Rome ; but Rome had dangerous neighbours in the Lom-
bards, whose hostility became more formidable after the breach
with the East, and who threatened the capture of the city
separated from the empire, and the subjection of the bishop in
conflict with his sovereign. The popes employed their power
over Christendom for the preservation of their authority in
Rome ; their spiritual influence upheld and enlarged their tem-
poral dominion. King Astolf took Ravenna from the Eastern
emperor, and then led his Lombards against the rebellious
Roman bishop. .The pontiffs looked across the Alps, invoked

c2
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the sword of the Franks to break the sword of the Lombards,
and as audaciously tested the credulity, as they were earnestly
bent upon testing the valour, of that warlike race.! .

Then began that singular connection between Rome and
France which has endured through eleven centuries, and is as
conspicuous in the nineteenth as it was in the eighth century.
The Franks consulted the pontiff as to the disposal of their
crown ; the pontiff besought the aid of the Franks for the
maintenance of his power. Pope Zachary approved of the
transfer of their throne from its nominal occupant, the power-
less Childeric, the last of the long-haired Merovingians, to its
substantial possessor, the wise and valiant Pepin (751), and
Pope. Stephen II. crossed the Alps to crown and anoint the
-new monarch (758).. The grateful Carolingian king crossed the
Alps : for the rescue of Rome and her bishop, vanquished the
Lombards, and bestowed upon Stephen much of the territory
comprised in the late States of the Church (755). Thus the
second French dynasty was enthroned to the double advantage
of the Roman bishops, who got as much by giving as by receiv-
ing—they received a principality and conferred a crown; they
became at once kings and king-makers.?

Another Roman pontiff fell out with another Lombard king ;
again the Franks poured down from the Alps; the kingdom of
the Lombards fell before the mighty son of Pepin, and Charles
the Great and Adrian I. made their triumphant entry into Rome
together in 774. Twenty-six -years after, the conqueror of so

' Epistole Stepkani II., apud Concilia, tom. xvii. A most extraordinary invocation
is that begging letter (ep. v.p. 559), despatched to Pepin and his warriors by Pope Ste-
phenII. when besieged in Rome by Astolf, a composition not unworthy of the elaborate
irony of Gibbon (ch. xlix.). St. Peter himself takes up the pen, and bestows a familiar
epistle upon the Frankish princes. His anxiety is intense, his importunity is passionate.
He feels especial hatred against the wicked Lombards, and takes especial delight in the
pious Franks, He refers the victories of the latter to his active intervention in their
behalf, and has still greater benefits in store for them if they will only rush to his
rescue, and hints at ‘woes and plagues if they won’t. To the Protestants wholook upon
the papacy as an almost unmixed blessing during the dark ages, this letter is a suffi-
cient answer. If it may have done some social and political good, it was then, as it is
now, a flagrant spiritual corruption. This astonishing epistle, though prevalent with
Pepin, did not take with all the Franks, whose extreme reluctance to rescue St. Peter,
mentioned by Eginhard (cap. 6), may have in a measure arisen from their sense of the
effrontery of the invitation.

* Baronius, an. 751, n. 1-9; an. 753, n. 16, 17; an. 755, passim. Annales Rerwum
Francarum, apud Eginhardum, an. 749-56. Eginhardus, Vita Karoli Magni, ¢. 1, who

has set before us by a few masterly and memorable strokes the last Merovingian
do-nothing.
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many nations, the lord of the West, again descended into Italy,
and marched into Rome as the avenger and restorer of another
pontiff, Leo IIL., accused of enormous crimes by personal
enemies, deposed at the instigation of a rival, and wounded in
the fury of a sedition. The Romans bowed before the will of the
mighty conqueror ; the maimed and slandered pope took oath of
hisinnocence before his illustrious protector ; and on Christmas-
day, 800, Leo IIL placed the imperial crown on the head of
Charles the Great, and hailed him Emperor of the Romans.?
The Western Empire reappeared. The pontiff and the Ceesar
stood side by side, most strangely and eonfusedly bound together,
each depending upon the other, each at once the master and the
servant of the other, the pope a subject of the emperor whom
he had made,.the emperor the sovereign of his own creator.
The Roman bishop rebelled against his Byzantine master, and
made himself a Teutonic master, professed to transfer all the
rights, powers, and dignities of the emperor of the Romans,
including sovereignty over himself, from the direct successor of
Julius Ceesar, that dwelt at Constantinople, to a German king,
took into his own hands the bestowal of that Roman Empire
which came into being about the same timo as that Christian
Church into the topmost place whereof he had thrust him-
self, and professed to consecrate the dignity which he trans-
ferred. 'That power, loosely and incorrectly known as the
German Empire, but officially and correctly designated as the
Holy Roman Empire—that power which lasted more than a
thousand years, from 800 to 1806, which held the foremost place
in mediseval Europe, and which maintained the highest conven-
tional and official rank to a period within the memory of men now
living, of which Napoleon I. made an end, and of which Fran-
cis IT. of Austria was the last head—this power claimed to re-
present and continue the old heathen Roman Empire, and of
this power the popes claimed to have the disposal and consecra-
tion, reckoned this coronation of Charlemagne among the
great expressions and title-deeds of their supremacy, and held
up this transfer of the Roman Empire as their own peculiar

! Baronius, an. 773-4, 799, 800, pass;im. Annales Rerum Fram;arum, an. 7734,

799, 800. Eginhard gives no prominence to' his dealings with the Roman See, and °

only incidentally mentions the imperial coronation. A personal as well as a political
tie bound Charlemagne to Pope Adrian, at whose death, according to the exceeding
tenderness of his mighty heart, he wept as for a brother or son (Eginhardus, cap.
19, 28). :
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deed and glory. This transfer has been gainsayed by over-hasty
and short-sighted Protestants, who in their eagerness to take
down the papacy ever so little, to deny a single assumption and
to extenuate a single deed, have done their best to dwarf the
bigness of its spiritual perversity and corruption, to impair the
awfulness of the papal drama, to spoil one of the most striking
scenes and enfeeble one of the most striking lessons of history,
to offend against its trnest romance and its deepest philosophy.4
It was meet and right for the usurper of Christ’s throne to be-
come a giverand taker of earthly thrones, to covet and to confer
the kingdoms of this world, with all the power and glory of
them, to yield to the allurements and assume the prerogatives
of that very tempter whom the heavenly King, whose vicar he
professed himself, overcame in the wilderness. It well be-
seemed the chief of corrupted and secularised Christendom to
become the intimate of the Roman Empire, to confer sanctity
upon the great secular power of the world, and to claim the
disposal thereof. It was essential to heighten and perfect the
worldliness of the kingdom which called itself not of this
world, that it should confer the imperial crown and receive an
Italian principality. An overseer of Christ’s flock claimed at
once to represent Christ and to create Ceesar, to be a great
spiritual prince and a small earthly prince, to be a king and a
king-maker. ¢ The kingdom of our God and of His Christ hath
become a kingdom of this world, and it shall last for so long.’
The Christmas-day of 800 is in truth a memorable day in eccle-
siastical history.

The man with whom the Roman Church had these dealings,

4 Flacius Illyricus of Magdeburg, a most elaborate and copious Protestant contro-
versialist, and the chief author of the Centurie Magdeburgenszs, the earliest of modern
church histories, in his learned treatise de Translatione Imperii Romani ad Germanos,
Basilew, 1566, fails in his attempt to prove that this transfer was in no sense a papal
work, and herein must yield the victory to Bellarmine, who in his treatise de Transla-
tione Imperii (Opera, 1. i. pp.1100-1240, Ingolstadt, 1671), though he enormously exag-
gerates tho papal power at that time, yet clearly shows that not without the Roman See
was the Holy Roman Empire made over to a Teutonic prince. It is very certain that
Charlemagne became lord of the West through his own wisdom and valour and the
wisdom and valour of his forefathers; but it is equally certain that he would not
have become emperor of the Romans without the aid of Leo II1. Eginhard (c. 28), who
makes very little of the whole business, ascribes to his hero a great reluctance to
accept the imperial dignity. Charles the Great won for himself the dominion of the
West ; Pope Leo called this dominion the Holy Roman Empire,and professed to invest
the conquests of the mighty Teuton with the dignity and reverence which still sur-
rounded the old Roman Empire, as well as with the reverence derived from its later
connection with the Christian Church.
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to whom she gave and of whom she took a crown, was a man of
no mean might and no small nobleness. Charles the Great was
in truth the mighty monarch and the mighty man of the middle
ages. The greatness before which all his contemporaries bowed
haunted the imagination of after ages, and has cleaved insepara-
bly to the name of Charlemagne. The Germans who overthrew
the Roman Empire and allied themselves with the Roman Church
produced in him their supreme and most glorious personage.
He gathered all the Teutonic nations, either by inheritance or
conquest, under his dominion, and welded the West into one
vast empire. Hereditary king of the Franks, conqueror of
the Lombards, subjugator of the Saxons and the Moors, master
of France, Germany, Italy, and Hungary, potent in Spain, and
influential in England, he was in very deed and truth the lord
of Western Christendom. A great conqueror, he was not a
mere vulgar conqueror, but uplifted the nations whom he sub-
dued, and carried along with him in his victorious march such
civilisation and Christianity as the age was capable of. A
valiant warrior, an open-eyed and wide-minded statesman and
large-hearted man, a true German prince and patriot, a sincere
but not a fanatical Christian, eloquent in utterance as well as
great in action, a lover of learning and learned men, he repre-
sented and commanded his age; overtopped, subjected, or
attracted all its mighty men ; participated, appropriated, and
furthered all its chief feelings, influences, and movements. He
vanquished and brought under the yoke Saxon chieftains, Lom-
bard dukes, Avar chagans, and Arab emirs. He had Offa of
Mercia for his subordinate ally and Egbert of Wessex for his
guest and nurseling ; protected the Roman pontiffs, and had
friendly dealings with the Khalifs of Bagdad ; held Adrian I.
personally dear as well as politically near, and exchanged
presents and good offices with Haroun al Rashid. He secured
the respect and alliance, in spite of the jealousy, of those By-
zantine Ceesars whose imperial honours he divided, and held in
check the fierce and restless Northmen. He gathered around
him the chief intellects of the time; was the pupil of Alcuin
and the patron of Eginhard. He loved German songs, respected
classical antiquity, and built handsome churches. He enjoyed
the Fathers of the Church, especially Augustine.® His personal
greatness transcended his widespread sway; nor is the great-

5 Eginhardus, Jita Karoli Magni, passim,
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ness of his work to be measured by the permanence of his
empire or the endurance of his dynasty. His dominion erelong
fell into pieces in the hands of his degenerate descendants, who
at the end of a century and a half disappeared from the high
places of the world. The Empire of the West which Charle-
magne in reality revived, and over which he in truth ruled,
scarcely outlived him. It was the happy portion of Western
Christendom to unfold iteelf not under a single sceptre, but as a
company of states. But the nations which Charles the Great
_ subdued and brought together bore permanent witness to the
dominion of their mighty master; they parted company not
without gifts from their great uniter, and not without further-
ance from their short-lived union ; each nation, France, Ger-
many, Italy, held the memory of Charlemagne in grateful
veneration, and claimed a part and lot in his greatness and glory.
The national hero both of France and Germany, he has become
a hero of romance. Happy in a most loving and yet most
discerning biographer, the great German warrior, statesman,
monarch, patriot, and Christian, whom his friend Eginhard has
so vividly set forth and so faithfully preserved, was singularly
enough appropriated and metamorphosed by the mediseval poets
and romancers.® Allured by the dim prominence of Charle-
magne in the memory of mankind, they flung around the great
Teuton king the ideas and fancies of their own age, the
thoughts and feelings of the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth
centuries, made him the morning star of kmighthood and the
central figure of Western romance, just as his contemporary
and friend, the Khalif Haroun al Rashid, became the central
figure of Eastern romance, and still walks and glitters through
the marvels of the Arabian Nights.

But monks as well as romancers laid hold on Charlemagne.
He became a saint as well as a knight. Just as the glories of
chivalry were laid upon a very practical statesman, so a sincere
but by no means world-renouncing or flesh-defying Christian
was steeped in the odour of sanctity. The first Holy Roman
Emperor must needs take rank as an imperial saint. The politic

¢ It is difficult to overpraise the masterpiece of Eginhard, a work admirable in any
age and marvellous for the dark ages, a work wherein the biographer shows himself a$
once a tender friend, a statesman, a scholar, and a master of composition. He wields
the Latin tongue well and vigorously, knows what to leave out and what to bring in,
and can paint a picture by a few strokes. Eginhard excels all medieval biographers
just as Charlemagne transcends all medizval sovereigns. If not very detailed, the
work is most complete, and may well keep company with the Agricola of Tacitus,
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protector of the popes passed for a papal devotee. His relics
attained considerable sacredness, and hymns were written in
honour of St. Charles. He has won the inferior honour of
beatification, and the name of Charlemagne occupies a second-
rate place in the Romish heaven.” His place and portion in
ecclesiastical history are very memorable, though, without much
fault of his own, not very enviable. He contributed to the de-
generacy of the Christian Church into a secular power, and
assisted at one of the great crises and transformations of the
popedom by exchanging with it worldly gifts and services,
by confirming to it an Italian principality, and by receiving
from it an imperial crown. Charlemagne helped to make the
bishop of Rome an Italian prince, and the bishop of Rome
crowned the Teuton king Holy Roman Emperor. That Italian
principality which Pepin bestowed and which Charlemagne
confirmed, which the popes so eagerly caught at and so pas-
sionately clung to, though they did not secure its complete pos-
session and immediate sovereignty till seven centuries afterwards,
is now falling away from them under the eye, if not by the very
band, of another French monarch. The Holy Roman Empire,
set up in his behalf, remained for centuries a name not without
power, and had a nominal existence of a thousand years.

In these dealings with the Papacy, Charles the Great uncon-
sciously sinned against true Christianity, and innocegtly assisted
the worldly development of the kingdom not of this world. By
his territorial grant he meant to honour the Church which he
helped to corrupt. Far from coveting the imperial crown, he
rather recoiled from the papal gift, and, in common with his
contemporaries, set little store upon it. Charlemagne was in
nowise a dependant of the papacy. The principality which he
rebestowed was the grant of a sovereign to a subject; he was

' Hymnus de Sancto Carolo, apud Eginhardum, ed. 1845. Charlemagne did in fact
obtain the highest rank there, but was considered tohave got it unlawfully. Frederick
Redbeard, eager for the honour of that Holy Roman Empire wherein he was an ear-
nest believer and whereof he was the mightiest wielder, wished for a heavenly
patron and intercessor in the first Holy Roman Emperor, and procured the
canonisation of Charlemagne from the antipope Pascal. The legitimate popes neither
cancelled nor confirmed the appointment; and uncancelled, unconfirmed canonisation
is allowed to pass for beatification (Pagi, Critica in Baronium, an. 1166; Butler's
Lives of the Saints, Jan. 28). Knight, saint, mighty king, and first Holy Roman
Emperor, Charlemagne has been indeed & power among men ; he still grandly abides
in the memory of mankind, and still glorifies that noble cathedral of Aachen, of
which he was the builder, in which is the tomb so simply yet so greatly inscribed
¢Cazolo Magno,” aud the chair wherein his crumbling frame rested for ages.
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the real ruler of Rome, and the veritable master of the priest
who had ecrowned him Czesar. He brooked no independent power
in the vast dominion which his genius and valour had gathered
together ; he did not even render to the pontiff absolute spiri-
tual obedience. He and his Franks shrank from the idolatry
patronised by the popes and restored in the East by his con-
temporary Irene, the monstrous mother who dethroned, blinded,
and did to death her only son Constantine Porphyrogenitus,
but whose crime was forgotten and forgiven in the champion
of images.! The second council of Niceea, whereof Irene was
the convener and the heroine, undid the work of the great
Isaurian iconoclasts, and reestablished image-worship (787) ;
while the council of Frankfort, holden by the authority of Charle-
magne, forbade the adoration, while tolerating the presence, of
images.? This great German prince, with that earnest zeal for
furthering the spiritual and intellectual welfare of his people,
so characteristic of the Teutonic mind, and so manifest in that
most illustrious of Teutonic kings, our own Alfred, set the most
learned and accomplished of his clergy to prepare works for the
religious instruction of his subjects, without reference to Rome
or authority therefrom.!?

8 Paulus Diaconus in his general history (1. xxiii.) rejoices over ‘piissima Irene.” The
lust of reigning has too often sundered very close ties even in the heart of woman ; but
scarcely ever, escept in the restorer of image-worship, has it quenched that strongest of
all instincts, maternal love. Legend makes Semiramis the murderess of her husband
Ninus, Clytemnestra the murderess of her husband Agamemnon, the wife of Candaules
the murderess of her husband, and Tullia a rejoicing accessory to the murder of her
father Servius Tullius. Athaliah, the Baal-worshipper, was unnaturally bloody,
but, unlike this later idolatress, killed not the fruit of her own womb. ¢ When
Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed
all the seed royal’ (2 Kings xi. 1). Agrippina poisoned her husband Claudius,
to make room on the throne of the world for her son Nero, who rewarded her with
assassination. Cwendred, to get the kingdom of Mercia, had her little brother king
Kenelm taken off at Clent. Elfrida had her step-son Edward the Martyr murdered
at Corfe Castle, that her own son Ethelred might reign in his stead. The ambitious
adulteress, Isabella of France, compassed the dethronement and assassination of her
consort Edward II., but seated their son Edward III. on the throne. Joanna of
Naples and Mary Queen of Scots were almost certainly privy to the murder of their
husbands, Andrew of Hungary and Henry Darnley. Catherine II. effected the
destruction of her consort Peter ITL., but spared her son Paul. The son-destroying
Irene has no fellow in crime except Drahomira, the heathen princess of Bohemia,
who got one son Boleslas to murder another son, Duke and Saint Wenceslas, on account
of his zeal for Christianity (938). It is pleasant to know that the monstrous mother
was hurled by an ungrateful favourite from the throne so horribly acquired, and died
in exile and indigence.

% Annales Francorum, an. 794.
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But, notwithstanding these isolated manifestations of inde-
pendence, the spiritual power of the popes advanced, and was
greatly furthered by that supreme of pious frauds and forgeries,
‘the Pseudo-Decretals of Isidore, which appeared early in the
ninth century. This collection, falsely ascribed to the famous
bishop of Seville, and consisting of decrees falsely ascribed to
the early bishops of Rome, loudly proclaimed the power of the
priesthood, and elaborately asserted the monarchy of the popes.
Enormous assumptions were thrust into the mouths of venerable
saints, simple pastors were made to prate about pontifical
omnipotence, and the companion of St. Paul was made to talk
like the crowner of Charlemagne. The forgery was clumsy and
stupid as it was audacious, amusingly defied history, recklessly
set at nought chronology, and unblushingly garbled and mis-
quoted Scripture ;!! but it came out in a congenial time ; though
not altogether unchallenged and unassailed, it prevailed with the
darkness and grossness of the age, and accomplished its pur-
pose of aggrandising the papacy. This production, in admirable
harmony with the presidency of Peter and the domation of
Constantine, completed the fortification of falsehood and forgery
in which the popedom had intrenched itself, drawing its tem-
poral power from a donation never made, grounding its spiritual
power on a presidency never exercised, and supporting the same
by decrees whereof their alleged authors were altogether inno-
cent, and their alleged collector utterly unconscious.

The practice of Charlemagne was not according to the theory
of the Decretals. He dealt with the popes as with personal
friends, political instruments, princely subjects, and influential
spiritual directors, not as with independent princes or absolute
spiritual lords. The imperial coronation, while it wrought no
change in his dealings and demeanour towards the pontiffs, yet
rendered him the direct and legitimate sovereign of the Roman
bishops, whose protector he had heretofore been. Throughout

1 Clement is made to tell a huge lie, and to put one inta St.Peter's mouth, when
he says (Decretales, Paris, 1609, p. 7): ‘ Omnes principes terrse et homines cunctis
episcopis obedire beatus Petrus pracipiebat’—¢Blessed Peter commanded all princes
of the earth and all men to be obedient to all bishops *—that very Peter who especially
proclaimed the priesthood of all believers (1 Pet. ii. 4, 5, 9), and who earnestly en-
joined obedience to heathen rulers (ver. 13-17). Stephen I.and Sixtus I. talk glibly
about papal authority and appeals. Sixtus describes himself as ‘ universalis apostolicz
ecclesiz papam,’ and claims the headship of the Church: ‘Memor sum me sub illius
nomine ecclesiee preesidere, cujus a domino Jesu Christo est glorificata confessio
(Epistole Decretales veterum Pontificum Bomanorum).
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the half-century (768-814) during which Charlemagne was the
foremost man in the world, the popes, like the other conspicuous
persons therein, must be reckoned among his dependants. On
the death of the mighty monarch in 814, the dominion of the’
West passed to the feeble and impairing grasp of his son Louis,.
known at once as Louis the Kindly and Louis the Pious, whose
kindliness degenerated into heedless facility, and his piety into
superstitious weakness. The indulger and the victim of his wife,
his children, and his priests, he was more than once delivered
from their oppression and reinstated on the throne through
the reverence of his people for the memory of his father, and
their respectful pity for his own amiable and devout helpless-
ness. Under such a sovereign the pontiffs meddled with much
vigour and some effect, now upheld the parent against the
children, now stirred up the children against the parent, and
contributed not a little to the disorder of the empire of their
own hallowing.!? The dominion of the West, got together
and so firmly grasped by his mighty father, but so feebly and
loosely holden by himself, fell to pieces in the hands of his sons,
of whom Louis became king of Germany, and Charles the Bald
became king of France, while Italy and the dignity of Ro-
man emperor remained with Lothaire, the eldest, and passed
on to his son Louis IT., and other members of the race of Charle-
magne. The relations of the popedom with the empire still
exhibited the same singular mixture of subjection and supre-
macy, with a predominance of the former, even under these
degenerate descendants of Charles the Great. As no one was
held to be a proper and perfect emperor until crowned by the
pope, 8o no one was held to be a proper and perfect pope until
approved by the emperor.!* An energetic emperor asserted the
imperial supremacy, an energetic pope asserted the papal supre-
macy. Cesar Louis II., the great-grandson of Charlemagne,
vigorously bestirred himself to enlarge his authority over the

12 Baronius, tom. x. an. 819, p. 492 ; an. 829-40, pp. 577-611.

13 On the election of Sergius II. without his leave (844), Ceesar Lothaire sent his son
with an army against Rome, compelled the Romans to swear fidelity, and confirmed
Sergius- after due submission. The Romans with great trepidation had Leo IV. conse-
crated without the imperial confirmation on account of the neighbourhood of the Saracens
(847). The coronation of Benedict LII. (856) was postponed for the approbation of
Louis II, who at first supported another candidate, but at last confirmed Benedict
through his ambassadors, and in person ordered the consecration of Nicholas I. (858)
(‘ preesente et jubente Ctesare Ludovico’), and allowed the election of Adrian II. (867).
Luitprandus, de Pont. Rom. Vitis (Opera, ed. 1640, Antwerp, pp. 270-281).
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Roman city and the Roman bishop ; Pope Nicholas I. (858-867)
dealt in a lordly fashion with the State, and maintained the
absolute power of the papacy over the Church. He made ample
use of the forged Decretals, and sought to hasten their theory
of the papal monarchy into a fact. He bowed reluctant monarchs
and . recalcitrant prelates to his will, forced Lothaire, king of
Lorraine, and brother of Ceesar Louis IL., to take back, for a
while at least, the wife whom he had put away, and to repudiate
the mistress whom he had married, and constrained Hinkmar,
archbishop of Rheims, the first writer, the most powerful church-
man, and the master spirit of the age, to restore a bishop whom
he had got deposed.!

. But Nicholas was not ambitious and encroaching only in the
West ; he assumed a lordly tone towards the Byzantine Ceesars,
and sought to establish his supremacy over the Greek Church.
The Christian Church in the East and the Christian Church in
the West were early distinguished from each other. Not only
did the Greek language utter the worship of the one, and the
Latin language the worship of the other; but the speculative
and aspiring genius of Greece pervaded the former, while the |
more formal and unbending intellect of the Latins possessed the
latter. When Byzantium became Constantinople, when a Greek
city became the capital of the Eastern Empire, while Rome
sank from the metropolis of the world into the metropolis of
the West, Eastern and Western Christianity became still more
distinct. The distinction was heightened by the fall of the
Western Empire, the dealings of the Germans with the Western
Church, and the prominence which the leading bishop of that
Church got thereby. But while the Roman bishop was the sub-
ject now of the barbarians and now of the Byzantine Casars,
his growing spiritual influence did not become a power in
the East, proud of the imperial city, and illustrated by the
great assemblies which had fixed the faith of the Church. In
spite of Gregory the Great, the patriarch of Constantinople
claimed to be chief dignitary and universal bishop of the
Christian Church. Phocas conferred that dignity upon the Ro-
man bishop, and the latter waxed stronger and stronger; but
he had not become the absolute spiritual lord even of the West,,
when in the beginning of the eighth century the warfare of
the Isaurian emperors against images drove him into rebellion

. ¥ Baronius, an. 862 et seq.; an. 864, cap. 12-20. Epistole Nicolai 1. apud Concilia,
tom. xxii. ep. 22, 23, 28-40, 48-53. .
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against the Eastern empire, and broke his communion with
the Eastern Church, purified from idol-worship by the imperial
iconoclasts, Leo and Constantine. There was spiritual and
political separation between the Greek and Latin.Churches.
Irene restored image-worship in the East, and removed one main
. doctrinal severance;'® but the political separation continued. At
that very period the popes transferred their allegiance to the
French monarchy, which they converted into the Roman Empire,
to the indignation of their old masters the Byzantine Ceesars,
who claimed to be the only true and lawful Roman emperors.
But the doctrinal difference soon revived. Another imperial
iconoclast appeared in another valiant and earnest soldier ; in
818, Leo the Armenian renewed the warfare of Leo the Isaurian,
and again dethroned images in the Greek Church. Cast out
for nearly thirty years, they found another restorer in another
female devotee and another empress-regent, Theodora, widow
of Cmsar Theophilus, and mother of Cesar Michael (840).
Unlike her image-loving pattern and precedent Irene, a devoted
wife and a tender mother, but a still more savage zealot, she
diligently oppressed the iconoclasts, and ruthlessly sla,ughtered
the Paulicians, those Protestant Gnostics who dwelt in Armenia
and Pontus, the borderland between Islam and Christendom, who,
curiously enough, combined the simplicity of the Gospel with
certain Oriental fancies, denied transubstantiation, abhorred
relics, images, saint-invocation, and a worldly hierarchy, while
asserting the eternity of matter and gainsaying the authority of
the Old Testament ; who took their name and borrowed much
of their theology from St. Paul, singled out the transcendent
apostle for their especial affection, and upheld his influence and -
spirit so singularly smothered during the middle ages and so
mightily reawakened at the Reformation; who after two centuries
of persecution were at last provoked into rebellion by the sur-
passing cruelty of Theodora, fought with the desperate and irre-
sistible valour peculiar to tormented religionists, forestalled the
deeds of the Bohemian Hussites and the English Puritans,
vanquished over and over again the armies of the Eastern em-
pire, and at length extorted toleration from the Byzantine Ceesars,
and were by them transported into Europe, where they diffused
their abhorrence of the superstitions common to the Greeks and

18 The procession of the Holy Ghost, according to the Greeks from the Father only,
according to the Latins from the Father and the Son, set the two Churches at variance
uring the eighth century, and still divides them.,
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Latins, aroused the bitter hatred and shook the authority of
the Roman Church, reappeared in the less warlike and heroic
Albigenses, kept alive hostility to Rome throughout the middle
ages, and finally triumphed as far as they deserved to triumph
at the Reformation.!® ’

The suppression of the iconoclasts and the persecution of the
Paulicians endeared Theodora to the Roman Church; but her
son Ceesar Michael IT. fell out with Pope Nicholas I. The
devout Ignatius and the learned Photius—the former deposed
and the latter enthroned, for political reasons, by Michael and
his guardian Bardas—disputed as rival patriarchs the see of
Constantinople (857). The Greek Church, while acknowledging
the official precedency, had never recognised the spiritual head-
ship of the Roman bishop. Michael and Photius, however,
sought to overcome the stubborn resistance of Ignatius by laying
the affair before the pope. Nicholas I., an upright man, and a
conscientious and ambitious pontiff, gladly interposed, took
the side of Ignatius, exchanged bitter words with the vehement
Ceesar, and held grave disputations with the accomplished
patriarch, who rebuked the lofty pretensions of the pontiff by
a vigorous vindication of Greek freedom.

In 867, Nicholas died, and Michael was assassinated by his
colleague Basil the Macedonian, who cast out Photius and
brought back Ignatius, to the satisfaction of Rome. On the death
of Ignatius, however (878), Photius was restored, not without the
papal sanction, but without the sacrifice of Eastern indepen-
dence.!” This business had no immediately decisive result, but
it aroused in the Greek priests and people the spirit of national
and ecclesiastical independence, and hastened that hostile sepa-
ration between the Greek and Latin Churches into which their
slight and clouded connection erelong grew—a separation which,
in spite of three or four unions got up by Byzantine Cesars
solicitous of succour from the West, and by Roman pontiffs
eager for the enlargement of their sway, has lasted to this time.
The ambition of uniting the Greeks who would not be united,
80 deeply seated in the papal bosom, and so perpetually baffled

18 Gibbon devotes one of his most admirable and fascinating chapters to the
Paulicians (Decline and Fall, ch. liv.). Constantini Porphyrogeniti Continuator, lib. iv.
e 19, 23.

Y Vita et Epistole Nicolai I apud Concilia, Paris, 1644, tom. xxii. ep. 1-16. In
ep. 6 ad Photium, he makes much of the Decretals, which he presses into the service
of the Roman supremacy.
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and confounded, has supplied the most ludicrous and amusing
passages of papal story. Throughout the ages the Roman
Church has been confronted by a great anti-papal Church,
which withstood the popedom in its day of omnipotence over
Western Christendom—a communion glorified by the language
of the New Testament, by the most illustrious early teachers
and the most famous assemblies of Christendom ; fortified and
exalted by its connection of a thousand years with tha,t strangely
vital Eastern Empire ; and, on the fall of its partner before the
Turks, again uplifted and dignified in these latter ages by the
‘growing might and majesty of the Empire of all the Russias.
. Not long after the death of the aspiring and enterprising
Nicholas, the popedom fell into a plight by no means favourable
to aggression either in the East or in the West. The imperial
fabric reared by Charles the Great began to fall into pieces
soon after the departure of the architect; and the papacy, in-
stead of at once profiting by the weakness and disorder of the
empire, found its feebleness and confusion contagious. As it
had grown with the growth and waxed strong with the strength
of the Carolingian dynasty, so it waned in company therewith.
As the Roman pontiffs had partaken of the glory and greatness
of Pepin and Charles the Great, so they partook of the degeneracy
and degradation of Charles the Bald, Charles the Fat, Charles
the Simple, Louis the Stammerer, Louis the Sluggard, and Louis
the Outlander. Few periods in history have been darker and
more dreary than the 170 years which witnessed the decline
of the posterity of Charlemagne (814-987). A general faintness
"and looseness fell upon the age; nothing held together. The
empire got split up into kingdoms, each kingdom got split
up into principalities, and each principality got split up into
small fiefs. The wretchedness equalled the weakness. From
North, East, and South, the Danes, the Hungarians, and the
Saracens pressed upon nerveless and helpless Christendom, and
wasted Europe from end to end. The papacy fully sympathised
with the age, and exactly reflected its misery and debase-
ment; nay, Rome exhibited a corruption and degradation un-
known elsewhere. Every plague of the sickly time preyed upon
the popedom. The Saracens threatened and insulted Rome.
Leo IV., who received the visit of the boy Alfred in 854, had
done good service to Italy and Christendom, and won the fame
of a hero, by his victory over the Saracen pirates at the gates
of Rome (849); but in 877 John VIII. paid tribute to these same
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Arab corsairs.!®* But vassalage to the misbelievers was the
smallest debasement of the Roman See.

This was the age of Pope Joan—the age whlch inspired that
grand joke, if it did not produce that notable personage—the
age to which early tradition and orthodox chroniclers assigned
as successor of Leo IV. (855) an unchaste woman, Johanna, who
passed with the world for a man and a priest, who sat in the
papal chair between two and three years, and whose sex was
publicly revealed by the pangs of child-birth, the consequence
of an intrigue with a domestic, which came upon her in a sacred
procession through the streets of Rome, and of which she died
then and there. The Roman Church has more vehemently dis-
claimed this woman-pope than all the papal mensters and pope-
creating wantons who defiled that period, and who may have
suggested Pope Joan to the imagination of mankind, if, as seems
most likely, the popess is indeed an invention; and yet a dis-
guised female pontiff is less incredible than many of the marvels
in which Rome rejoices, while an unchaste woman on the papal
throne is less intolerable than the horrible men who certainly
filled it and the horrible women who certainly gave it away.
Pope Joan, if she is not a real personage, must pass for a potent
parable and a grim joke—a parable not propounded and a jest
not started by the spiritual adversaries of the Roman Chureh.
Obedient sons of hers first told and repeated the story.'® Pope

8 Anastasius, de Vitis Pontificum. Muratori, Rerum Italiearum Scriptores, tom. iii.
pp- 237, 238. Baronius, an. 849, c. 8-16; an. 877, c. 27.

¥ There is no contemporary evidence for the existence of Pope Joan. Marianus
Scotus, a devout monk of the eleventh century, first mentions her and says, ¢ After
him (Leo IV.) came a woman, Joan, for two years, five months, and four days ’— ¢ Huie
successit Johanna mulier, annis duobus, mensibus quinque, diebus quatuor’ (ed. Basi-
lew, 1559, p. 407). Martinus Polonus, an orthodox chronicler of the thirteenth
century, tells the tale at length (ed. Basiles, 1559, p. 150). Platina, the respectful
biographer of the popes, makes room for Joan, while his annotator Onuphrius Pan-
vinius denies her existence (Platina, ed. Paris, 1624). The two great cardinals,
Bellarmine (de Summo Pontifice, lib. iii. cap. 24; Opera, tom. i. pp. 949-56, ed.
Ingolstadt) and Baronius (an. 8563, n. 79-95), are very elaborate, vehement,
and upon the whole, I think, not unsuccessful, in demolishing the woman-pope.
All that can be said for her personality has been admirably said by Frederick
Spanheim, in his erudite and ingenious treatise, De Papa Femina (Lugduni Bata-
vorum, 1691), where he subverts the moral argument of Bellarmine against Pope Joan
—an argument assuming the divineness of the papacy, viz. that God would not have
borne with a wanton on the papal throne—in a fine strain of argumentative rhetoric,
and gathers together the many more enormous marvels of the Roman Church, and
the many more horrible members of the papal dynasty. ¢But God bore with the
three-headed church and its three right hideous monsters’—¢Tulit Deus tricipitem
ecclesiam, et tria teterrima monstra,’ &e. (¢. xxxi. xxxii.).

D
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Joan must be reckoned as the unconscious testimony of the
human heart and imagination to the spiritual defilement of the
Roman Church; she is the Great Whore incarnate; mankind
has put forth its great jest against the papal power in this in-
troduction of a wanton among a company of elderly single men,
and this connection of pontifical offices and Romish rites with
things which they profess most rigidly to exclude. Protestants
found the story ready-made to their hands, and, if they see
cause to give up the lady-pope as a real personage, must needs
expound the parable and enjoy the joke, may well gather an
. attestation to their convictions and a contribution to their mirth
from the story of Pope Joan.? :

But though the papal throne may not have been occupied by an
improper female, it erelong underwent still deeper defilement,
was bestowed by infamous women upon infamous men. Accord-
ing to that strange and mysterious sympathy of fortune between
the popedom and the empire, so constantly manifested through-
out the middle ages, the fall of the Carolingian empire in Italy,
about 888, weakened the papacy and.threw it into the hands of
the petty princes who started up everywhere. Tuscan barons
and Roman nobles set popes up and pulled popes down. Robbery
and murder, lust and incest, were enthroned in the papal chair.
One vicar of Christ inflicted every outrage and indignity upon

another. Pope Stephen VI. dug up and mutilated the body of

Pope Formosus (897), and was himself imprisoned and strangled
(900). Pope John IX., a comparatively decent personage,
fought with the Romans and wrought much iniquity (901-904;).
Pope Christopher cast out and incarcerated Pope Leo V. (907),

to meet with the same fate a few months later at the hands |

of Pope Sergius, the creature of Tuscan barons and Roman
strumpets, and a begetter as well as deposer of pontiffs.? Pro-
fligate women now thrust their paramours and bastards into

» Few personages, either of historyor of fiction, have made more mirth than the lady- |

pontiff. The Protestant, most hearty in his contempt and dislike of cards, superior to
whist, and disdainful of loo, may condescend to one game, and may mingle a deepexr

mirth with the merriment of the laughing children who may have lured him to sit

down with them to Pope Joan.

2 Luitprandus, de Rebus Regum et Imperatorwm, lib. i. e. 5. Muratori, Reruzn
Ttalicarum Seriptores, tom. iii. part ii. pp. 316-322. Platina, p. 237 et seq., ed. 1624, |
Baronius, an. 897, n. 6; an. 907, n. 1; an. 908, e. 2. Luitprand (lib. i. c. 5) imputes 3
the outrages upon Formosus to Sergius, the paramour of Marozia, while Baronius fastens
them upon Stephen VL (an. 897). Luitprand, bishop of Cremona, & subject and ‘
admirer of Otho the Great, has left the liveliest and most faithful picture of this daxrk ;
period, where the horrible popes keep company with Saracen corsairs and Hungarian .

devastators.
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the papal chair. For half a century three highborn wantons,
Theodora and her two daughters Marozia and Theodora, held

sway in Rome, and had the popedom in their gift and under

their direction. Theodora not only turned a paramour of hers
into Pope John X., but bestowed the popedom for the direct
furtherance of her passions.?? Marozia and countess Matilda are
the two most famous women in the story of the papacy, whereof
the former was the absolute mistress and the latter the devoted
handmaid : the harlot used the popedom for her lust; the
popedom used the devotee for its ambition. Marozia had a
papal paramour and a papal posterity. The bastard whom she
bore to Pope Sergius became Pope John XI. (981-35), and her
grandson Octavian, the son of another bastard by another par-
amour, became Pope John XTI. (956-62). Both son and grand-
son were worthy of her; the latter, a mere boy at his accession,
was the first pontiff who changed his name when he received the
pontificate. This device at once became a papal fashion, and
the juvenile monster bequeathed to his successors the practice
of assuming virtue and sanctity by the assumption of a new
name.?

During this evil time—during most of the ninth and most
of the tenth century—Christendom seemed utterly helpless and
hopeless. The popes found every furtherance for degrading and
defiling the Church. The Hungarians wasted Germany and
Italy for a while with perfect impunity, while the Northmen
desolated France at their ease. The descendants of Charles
the Great, who died out in Germany and Italy about 912,
but who languished in France till 987, witnessed in base and
despairing impotence the ruin of their many realms. Weak-
ness and misery reigned unrelieved throughout Christendom,
save in England, where Alfred (872-901) blended the glory of a
hero, sage, and saint, vanquished the Northmen, upheld the
freedom of his country, and uplifted the souls of his people;
and where, under him and his immediate descendants, the Anglo-
Saxon monarchy enjoyed its brief day of power and splendour.
Our peerless king, his son the valiant Edward, his grandsons
the mighty Athelstan and the noble Edmund, and his great-
grandson the accomplished and magnificent Edgar, were the

* Luitprand, lib. ii. ¢. 3. John X, was strangled.
= Luitprand (lib. iii. c. 2) breaks out into vehement verse against the monstrous
Marozia, who varied her enormities by an incestuous marriage with Hugh, king of Italy,
Baronius, an. 931; an. 955, c. 1-5.
D 2
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contemporaries of these sorry emperors and these horrible
popes. But though a general debasement overspread the age,
there lingered some remains of sanctity everywhere except at
Rome. Here and there a true saint held a bishopric or adorned
a monastery, like Ratherius of Verona and Nilus of Calabria;
now and then, too, there arose a priest of the higher Romish
fashion, an austere and ambitious churchman, like Dunstan of
Canterbury. But the Roman pontiffs, the chief priests of Chris-
tendom, stood forth flagrant and frightful sinners. There can
be no more striking demonstration of the spiritual gloom and
moral obtuseness of this truly dark age than the fact that Chris-
tendom did not shrink in horror from such monstrous chiefs
and cast away their authority—that these pontifical enormities
engendered no spiritual revolt and no ecclesiastical revolution.
The inferior offences of the Avignon popes, the lesser scandals
of the Western Schism, shook England and estranged Bolhemia,
stirred up Wycliffe and raised up Huss. The scarcely supe-
rior atrocities of Alexander VI. had much to do with producing
Luther and hastening the Reformation. But the fullness of
- time was not yet come; men were in the dark ages. The par-
tial revolt of the fourteenth century took place amidst some
intellectual light; the victorious uprising of the sixteenth
century came to pass in the full blaze of intellectual day. But
the mind of the tenth century was in darkness and fetters; and
this bondage of its intellect darkened its conscience and dis-
abled its soul. The intellect has been sometimes slandered by
the votaries of that moral sense and that spiritual truth whereof
it is the cordial ally and mighty helper. Not without awakened
mind can the moral sense rise up in its strength, or spiritual
truth and freedom win their victories. The ninth and tenth
centuries were dark with an exceeding darkness. The enormity
of papal performances failed to disclose to the dull-eyed age the
enormity of papal pretensions; gross-hearted Christendom put
up with its contemptible and horrible chiefs ; its conscience and
its soul shared the slumber of its intellect.*

The tenth century, however, though utterly incapable of clear
vision and adequate indignation, was not quite insensible to
these Roman horrors and ignominies ; these pontifical monsters
were despised and abhorred by the high hearts and holy souls

*! Baronius, an. 1000, beholds in this obtuseness to papal enormities not the shame
of Christendom, but the glory of the Roman Church.
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of the age, called forth episcopal rebukers, and provoked imperial
chastisers. The Holy Roman Empire, which had fallen very
low under the descendants of Charlemagne, became a power
again under its great Saxon chiefs, and, singularly enough,
undertook the reform of the papacy which had hallowed it.
The last Carolingian Ceesar, Charles the Fat, king of France,
Germany, and Italy, was cast out of his many realms by the
contempt of his subjects, and sank into sore and sordid need,
about 888 ; whereupon sundry Lombard princes called them-
selves Roman emperors, and intrigued and quarrelled with the
profligate popes who crowned them, while the Magyars carried
fire and sword throughout Italy and Germany, and exacted
tribute alike from Lombards and Teutons. The East Franks,
Saxons, Suabians, and other German tribes whom Charles the
Great had gathered together under one sceptre, at the end of
the ninth century and on the decay of his race parted company
with the West Franks. These last for a while endured his
feeble descendants, soon lost their Teutonic tongue, and became
the French nation ; while the Germans gathered round a mighty
man and a noble race. Henry the Fowler, whom they made
king in 919, ranks high as a national and a Christian hero,
vanquished the heathen Hungarians at Meersburg, knit Ger-
many together into a great state, and uplifted. it above every
other power of Christendom. His work was mightily advanced
by his son, Otho the Great, before whom the Magyar invaders
were utterly discomfited at Augsburg (955), and were finally
driven within the borders of Hungary. The wandering horde of
heathen devastators erelong settled down under St. Stephen
into a Christian nation, and from the scourge became the bul-
wark of Christendom, but have ever remained a race of warriors
and freemen. The Hungarians have ever upholden their long-
descended freedom with singular steadfastness, and have in our
day inspired admiration as lively as the terror which their fore-
fathers inspired. A like transformation was wrought upon
still more terrible heathens. The Northmen who so hideously
desolated France during the ninth century, and for deliverance
from whose wrath the French Church offered up a special prayer,
found a dwelling-place in France and received the Christian
religion under Rollo at the beginning of the tenth century, and
in their new land of Normandy became the most devout be-
lievers, while they remained the most valiant warriors of the
age. The Danish conquerors of Northern and Eastern England
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about the same time subsided into Christians and Englishmen,
though their heathen countrymen from Scandinavia erelong
renewed their inroads. Some years before other Northmen
under Rurik passed over from Sweden into Russia (862), and
drew together the Slavonian tribes into that Russian nation
which in the next century received Christianity from Constan-
tinople, which, though- smitten by the Tartars and tempted by
the popes, still clung to its national life and anti-papal traditions,
which in these latter ages has expanded into one of the great
powers of the world, and which, on August 25, 1862, celebrated
with no unbecoming pride and no unmeaning pomp its thou-
sandth birthday.® The Poles took for themselves a chief in
Piast, and became a nation about 900. Most of the present na-
tions of Europe began their separate existence about this time.

Under its wise and valiant Henry, under its great and glorious
Otho, Germany towered above them all. The Germans felt that
to their nation belonged that Holy Roman Empire established
by that mightiest of all Germans, Charles the Great, and that to
their king appertained the sovereignty of Italy and the nomina~
tion of the popes. Petty Italian princes and noble Roman
strumpets had taken upon themselves to nominate pontiffs, and
had nominated monsters. Otho the Great undertook to uplift
the fallen Roman empire and to purify the polluted Roman
pontificate—to reform the latter for the honour and service of
the former. The pontiff himself, John XII., the infamous
grandson of Marozia, invited him into Italy, by no means as a
reformer of the popedom, but as a helper against hestile neigh-
bours and subjects. In 962 Otho descended from the Alps, put
down the petty tyrants of Italy, received the imperial crown
from the pope, and bound the Roman clergy and people
not to elect a bishop without the emperor’s leave. After some
experience of the vices and perfidy of this pontifical monster,
Otho drove him from Rome and convened a council there,
which, after hearing grievous accusations against John, solemnly
deposed him, put Leo VIIL in his place, and dealt in no tender
or respectful fashion with the papal monarchy. In fact, Otho

2 Many states and nations have lived a thousand years and more. The French
monarchy may fairly count from Clovis, about 1380 years. The English nation may
begin from the Heptarchy, and reckon 1300 years; Venice claimed 1300 ; the papacy,
apart from the bishopric of Rome, has lived 1100. But the only states which have
consciously remembered their age, and solemnly kept their thousandth birthday,

are Russia and heathen Rome, which in the reign of Philip, on April 21, A. . 247, did
what Russia has just done.
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thoroughly subjected to the empire that papacy which he sought
to reform; set popes up and pulled popes down at his good
pleasure ; drove one pontiff to die in exile, and carried off another
to die in a German prison ; while his nominee Pope Leo forbade
the election of a pontiff without the imperial permission, made
over the papal states to Otho, and laid both the spiritual and
temporal popedom at the feet of his imperial patron.? In
obedience to that strange law which bound together the fortunes
of Cesar and pontiff, the renewed and reinvigorated empire
took in hand the cleansing of the popedom from some of its
personal filth, and found the business long, hard, and trouble-
some. The Holy Roman Empire sought to return the hallowing
which it had received from the papacy. But it was easier to
call the empire holy than to make the popedom clean. Under
the three Saxon Othos, their kinsman Henry, and the early
Franconian Ceesars (962-1050), the pontiffs led a very evil, a
very stormy, and a very humiliating life. They did very ill;
they fared very ill at the hands of the emperors, of the Romans,
and of each other; disputed successions, depositions, expulsions,
executions, and enormous vices abounded.?” A popular leader
arose at Rome (985) ; Crescentius sought to revive the Roman
republic, took the title of consul, made himself master of the
city, and gaoler and tormentor of the pontiffs. Between the re-
newed republic and the reinvigorated empire the popedom
came in for much trouble and contumely. Consul Crescentius
had a pope of his own; Ceesar Otho III. had a pope of his own.
The consul drove out the pontiff of the emperor, who in return
hanged Crescentius and yielded up his pontiff to the tender
mercies of a mutilating and murderous multitude, and was
"himself poisoned by the widow of his consular victim.® The
same Otho raised to the papal throne his preceptor Gerbert,
the supreme intellect and most accomplished scholar of the age,
in the eyes of contemporary superstition a wizard of portentous
power, but most remarkable and abominable in the eyes of
papal champions as a vehement assailant of that very pontifical

* Luitprand, lib. vi. c. 6-14. Amalricus, apud Muratori, tom. iii. part ii. pp. 322-30.
Baronius, an. 962, n. 3, 4, 5. The worthy bishop of Cremona, who took part in
deposing John, sets forth the enormities of the papal monster as earnestly as he sets
forth the virtues of the imperial reformer (Luitprand, lib. vi. c. 6).

¥ Boniface VIL strangled Benedict VI. (974), was driven out by Benedict VIL,
came back, and had John XV. stoned to death in 986. Baronius, an. 974-986.
Muratori, tom. iii. part ii. pp. 330-656.

® Baronius, an. 996.
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» chair into which he was afterwards thrust as Sylvester IIL.
© (998-1002). At the council of Rheims he and other French
bishops fell upon the polluted popedom. Arnulph of Orleans
denounced the crimes and denied the spiritual omnipotence of
the pontiffs, and proclaimed a pope robed in gold and purple,
but without love and lowliness, to be Antichrist sitting in the
temple of God ;** while Gerbert, created by that assembly arch-
bishop of Rheims in defiance of the Roman See, upheld the
liberties of the French Church, and disputed the supremacy of
that papal throne which he afterwards mounted to the exceed-
ing indignation of papal advocates, who with reason deem that
throne less unworthily occupied by reckless robbers and loath-
some sinners.®
In the thick da.rkness and deep degradation amidst which the
tenth century wag drawing towards its end, a glorious vision for
a moment broke upon dull-eyed Christendom; a sublime ex-
pectation for a moment uplifted the grovelling Church. The
thousand years which had almost passed since the Lord took the
flesh were strangely mistaken for the millennium of the Apo-
calypse ; the exceeding grimness and foulness of the time were
regarded as the prelude to the loosing of Satan for a final
struggle, and the reappearing of the Redeemer for His final
victory. As the hope that the Lord was at hand burned in the
longing heart and beamed in the uplifted eye of the early Church ;
as it lent a fuller fire to the faith and shed a more' contagious
glory upon the holiness of the first century; as ages later it
strengthened and kindled the Hussites of Bohemia in their
fierce fight with the Roman Church ; as it heightened the souls
and magnified the deeds of the English Puritans—so the same
hope put forth its ennobling power upon the mean and melan-
choly tenth century, and breathed a momentary glory upon the
corrupt and idolatrous christianity of the age. Preachers of
peace stayed for a while the incessant warfare of fierce princes
and barons; the truce of God was loudly proclaimed, and not
ill observed. The valiant and devout Norman at home in his
new land, and zealous for his new faith, foresaw not the wide

# ¢ Quid hunc, reverendissimi Patres, in sublimi solio residentem, veste purpurata
et auro radiantem, quid hune, inquam, esse censetis? Nimirum si charitate destitui-
tur, solaque scientia inflatur et extollitur, Antichristus est sedens in templo Dei, et se
ostendens tanquam sit Deus.’—Baronius, an. 991.

% ¢Tanta sede ut libere fatear indignissimus, cujus et hostis extiterit infensissimus.’
—1Ibid. an. 1002.
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career of earthly conquest upon which he was about to enter,
but awaited in humble awe the coming of the Heavenly King,
and perhaps asked himself if in the army of the Divine Con-
queror there would be room for his fiery zeal and his formidable
lance. The Frenchman slightly regarded the fall of the second
and the rise of the third dynasty, cared little for the vanished
royalty of the race of Charlemagne and the exaltation of Hugh
Capet to the throne of France (987), a throne which his posterity
was to hold for more than 800 years, in the full assurance that
all earthly thrones would soon fall before the Heavenly Throne,
and that the French momarchy would speedily be lost in the
universal and everlasting monarchy of the Son of David and the
Son of God. The Spaniard slackened in his conflict with the
Moors, nor anticipated that a work of five centuries remained to
be done ere the fatherland would be all won back from the
Mohammedans, as he looked for the Lord to descend for the
utter overthrow of the misbelievers, to subvert the throne of -
Cordova, and break the sword of Almansor. The English less.
valiantly withstood the onslaught of the heathen Danes, and
better brooked the backwardness of Ethelred the Unready, as
they listened for the chariot-wheels of the Invincible Prince
who would make haste to avenge His people upon their enemies.
And the higher and holier souls of Christendom less bitterly
chafed beneath the enormities of papal monsters as they watched
for the first far-off shining of the advent of that Almighty King
who would Himself uplift and purify His fallen and polluted
Church, and chastise and replace His unworthy vicars.?!

This series of profligate pontiffs reached far into the eleventh
century, notwithstanding the earnest efforts and sometimes the
saintly example of imperial reformers. While these vicars of
Christ, disdainful of common vices, wallowed in unutterable and
inconceivable filth, contemporary kings and Ceesars soared above
vulgar virtues in quest of superhuman sanctity. The emperor:
Henry IL. (1002-1024y), too holy for ordinary wedlock, lived with
his congenial consort Cunegunda as brother with sister, just
as another monarch of that age, our own Edward the Confessor,
lived with the lovely, learned, and saintly Edith.?? The Roman
pontiffs, however, did not learn from these royal and imperial

. 3 Abbo, adversus Arnulphum (Codex Canonum, pp. 401, 402, Paris, 1687), who
wrote against the expectation, bears witness to its universal prevalence. ‘Famsa pene
totum mundum impleverat.’

32 Butler's Lives of the Saints, July 15, October 13.
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saints. In 1033, a boy of twelve years became the recognised
‘head of Christendom, under the name of Benedict IX. As the
boy grew up into a profligate man, Sylvester III. was set up
against him, and drove him out of Rome. Benedict, however,
by the help of powerful connections, came back and drove out
Sylvester ; but finding the papal chair a somewhat troublesome
and dangerous seat, he sold the sovereignty of Christendom to
Gregory VL., and retired into the private practice of all vice.
Ambition returned, and he sought again to indulge his lusts on
the pontifical throne ; so that three successors of St. Peter were
in the field together.?® In this nethermost deep of shame there
arose another imperial reformer. On the death of the last Saxon
Cesar, the saintly Henry II. (1024), the empire passed to Con-
rad of Franconia, an energetic and successful prince; and
Conrad’s still more vigorous and victorious son, Henry III.,
undertook the cleansing of the polluted papacy. In 1046 he
crossed the Alps, deposed the three rival pontiffs, exacted an
oath from the Roman clergy and people that they would not
choose a pope without the imperial leave, put in succession into
the papal chair three or four short-lived occupants personally
pure and upright, and set up for the absolute master as well as
the cleanser of the Roman See.* As wielded by Henry IIL.,
the Holy Roman Empire put forth its utmost might and majesty,
a might and majesty that would have gladdened and satisfied
Dante ; the purified papacy was its humble handmaiden.

But this position of the papacy in nowise delighted its best
friends. Henry IIT. had two parties in the Church against him ;
the reformer was unwelcome to the loose and pleasure-loving
clergy, strong and numerous under so long a succession of
profligate pontiffs ; while the master was no less unwelcome to
the stricter and more aspiring members of the priesthood. These
last abhorred the scandals of the time, the simony which per-
vaded the Church, and the profligacy which polluted the papal
throne, not only as spiritual abominations, but as ecclesiastical
disadvantages, not only as sins against God, but as hindrances
to the greatness of the Church, as obstacles to the establishment
of the papal monarchy. They held the bestowal of an ecclesi-
astical office to be the unforgivable transgression in a layman,

3 Muratori, tom. iii. pt. il pp. 340-44. Baronius, an. 1033, n. 1 et seq.; an.
1044, n. 1 et seq.

3 Otho Frisingensis, Chronicon, lib. vi. c. 32, 33. Muratori, tom. iii. pt.ii. p. 340.
Baronius, an. 1046-49, passim. .
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and the purchase or even the acceptance of the same to be the
sin unto death in a priest. A married priest, however, was not
less abominable than a simoniacal priest ; and they recoiled with
no less horror from matrimony among the clergy than from
portentous profligacy in the vicar of Christ.*® They welcomed
the imperial cleanser, but chafed beneath the imperial master.
They wanted the papacy purified that it might become not a
handmaiden but a mistress. They used the empire to cleanse
the popedom, and then wielded the purified popedom for the
subjugation of the empire. They took the rigid and unstained
popes of Henry’s appointing, and sought to mould them into
ambitious and enterprising sovereigns of the Church. They set
about converting imperial nominees into papal monarchs. On
the death of Damasus II. (1049), the Roman clergy and people
awaited the will of their German master, who sent them a strict
and devout German bishop, Leo IX. On his journey to Rome
Leo stopped at the French monastery of Cluny, where, more
than a century afterwards, Abelard prayed and died ; here he
fell in with a young Italian sojourner, Hildebrand, who per-
suaded him to undo as far as he could the imperial nomination
by dofing the robes of sovereignty, by entering Rome as a
pilgrim and not as a pope, and resuming them after his election
there. Leo followed the advice, took the adviser with him to
Rome, and straightway promoted Hildebrand.

A great man was now in his right place: Hildebrand now
began his great work. No man ever more clearly knew what
he wanted, no man more unswervingly pursued his object, and
few men more completely attained it, than did this marvel-
lous aggrandiser of the Roman See. To rule, and it may be to
regenerate, the world through the papal power—to make the
pope absolute over the Church, and the Church absolute over
the State, to revive imperial Rome in papal Rome—to bring
about this, he devoted an inflexible will, an ample genius, a

8 St. Bruno, in his life of Pope Leo IX. (Muratori, tom, iii. pt. ii. pp. 348-54),
in enumerating the scandals of the time, ends with the anti-climax of clerical wed-
lock: ‘The whole world lay in wickedness, or in the wicked one (mundus totus in
maligno positus erat) ; there was an utter dearth of holiness, righteousness was no
more, and truth was in the tomb; iniquity was supreme, avarice held sway; Simon
Magus lorded it over the Church ; bishops and priests were given over to pleasure and
whoredom ; priests did not blush to take wives openly; they got wedded, they formed
unholy marriages’ (pp. 346-7).

¥ Vita Sancti Leonis, Muratori, tom. iii. pt. ii. p. 349. Baronius, an. 1069, no.
1,2,3. . -
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wonderful power over the minds of men, and the incessant
labours of thirty-five years. He may have had lofty spiritual
ends, but they were merged in his ecclesiastical objects. He
may have combined the love of souls with the pursuit of ponti-
fical domination ; but the evangelist was swallowed up in the
pontifical champion. The Roman Church recognised him as
her guide long before he became her head. Pope after pope
was chosen by his influence, filled with his spirit and led by
his counsels. . A vigorous warfare was waged against simony
and clerical matrimony ; imperial interference in the making of
pontiffs and bishops was at first covertly and then openly resisted.
The work was greatly furthered by the death of Henry III.
- in 1056, the most potent of all the German Cesars and the
most absolute master that the Roman See has ever known ex-
cept Marozia and Philip the Fair of France. A true man of
might, he might have baffled even Hildebrand ; a true Ceesar, he
might have kept the papacy in bondage; but his widow Agnes
and his infant son Henry IV. were no meet opponents of the
mighty Roman champion, who made the most of the opportunity.
In 1059, he got from Stephen II. a solemn declaration of the
incompatibility of marriage with the priesthood, got the papal
election regulated to the disadvantage of the empire, and at last,
in 1061, got Alexander II. chosen pope without any imperial
intervention.?”

But Rome was not the only scene of Hildebrand’s activity ;
priests and pontiffs were not his only creatures and instruments.
The eleventh century far surpassed its immediate predecessors
in life and productive energy, intellectual and political. Its
mighty men the Normans, busy and victorious everywhere,
subjugators of Southern Italy and Sicily, conquerors of England,
and vanquishers of the Eastern and the Western emperors,
combined with their irresistible valour and military skill fervent
devotion and a lively love of learning. William the Conqueror
was not more undeniably the greatest prince of the age than
the Lombard Lanfranc, whom he made archbishop of Canter-
bury, was its greatest scholar. If England found that Normaxi
yoke, under which she fell in this century, harsh and oppressive,
she found it in the end invigorating and renewing. If France,
under the new dynasty of the Capets, did not at once become a
powerful monarchy, if she remained during this age politically

# Baronius, an, 1059, n. 24, 37; an. 1061, pussim.



II.] " EARLY STRUGGLES AND EXCESSES OF THE POPEDOM. 45

weak, she waxed intellectually and socially strong ; her feudalism
was potent and contagious ; her mind was active and communi-
cative. The Normans bore her language, her customs, and her
intellectual tendencies, across the Alps and over the Channel.
Berenger, the chief theologian of the time, was a Frenchman ;
and the controversy about transubstantiation, whereof he was
the foremost impugner and Lanfranc the foremost champion,
was mainly a French controversy. In this century, too, the
Spaniards, under the Cid and king Alphonso V1. of Castile, got for
the first time clearly and decidedly the better of their Moham-
medan conquerors, and became sure of that victory which it took
yet four centuries to win. And this age, so full of great men and
so thronged with great events, bowed before Hildebrand as be-
fore its master-spirit. Everywhere he schemed and wrought
for the glory of the Roman See; he pressed all sorts of men
into the service. His energy pervaded Christendom and sub-
jected alike the chief thinkers and the chief rulers of the age—
Lanfranc and Berenger, Robert the Wizard and William the
Bastard. Not without his intervention was the victory secured
to transubstantiation ; not without his interference were king-
doms lost and won. At the beginning of his career the great
military power of the age had formed a close alliance with
the Roman See. The exploits of the Normans were the marvels
of the time. Conquerors of Southern Italy with wonderful
rapidity and against tremendous odds, they aroused the fear
and hate of all their neighbours by their astonishing valour and
extraordinary rapacity. A confederacy was formed aguinst
them with Pope Leo IX. at its head. In 1053 the pontiff went
forth to battle against them, saw his numerous army utterly
discomfited by a little band of these matchless warriors at
Civitella, and won from his defeat and captivity honours and
advantages such as the most splendid victories seldom bring.
The victorious Normans knelt in shame and sorrow before their
vanquished captive, accepted their own conquests as papal fiefs,
and became tributaries of the defeated Roman See, which thus
strangely acquired the sovereignty of Naples and Sicily.®® The
vicar of Christ was not only a king and a king-maker, but be-
came a feudal lord. . Thirteen years afterwards another and a
still more memorable victory of the Normans brought scarcely

38 Sancti Leonis Vita, Muratori, tom. iii. pt. ii. p. 350. Gaufridi Malaterree Historia
Sicula, Muratori, tom. v. p. 553. William of Apulia, in his poem, De Rebus Nor-
mannorum, strikingly describes the battle of Civitella (Muratori, tom. v. pp. 259-61).
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. less gain and glory to the popedom than did this fortunate over-
throw. Whilst the Normans fought at Civitella against the
papal standard and beneath the papal curse, on the more famous
field of Hastings the banner of Rome waved over their army,
and the curse of Rome lay upon the English host. The Nor-
man conquest was a victory of the popedom, and in no small
measure the work of Hildebrand. He at once lent himself to
the ambition of William and the proposals of Lanfranc, eagerly
seized this opportunity of taking away and giving kingdoms,
doomed an unoffending nation to subjection for the honour and
profit of the Roman See, procured for the Normans a papal
banner and a papal bull, hallowed a most unrighteous in-
vasion, and enjoyed a most ruthless conquest.3?

At last the master-spirit of the age won the foremost place in
Christendom. In 1073 Hildebrand became Gregory VIL. The
guide of the papacy during twenty-five years became pope. The
-chief upholder of the papal monarchy became the monarch. At
the head of a host at once obedient and enthusiastic, severely
disciplined and intensely inspired, the captain of an army of
priests filled with one spirit and set upon one object, purified
from all soft and shameful vices, delivered from the enervation
of simony and the distraction of wedlock, Gregory advanced
to the conquest of the world, to the humiliation of all thrones
beneath the pontifical throne, and to the establishment of another
Roman empire, which he fondly believed would be universal and
everlasting.

The second act of the papal drama may be said to have
closed here; the second period of the popedom came to an
end—a period of about three hundred years, from the middle
of the eighth to the latter portion of the eleventh century
(750-1073), from the close of its connection with the Greek
- empire to the beginning of its conflict with the German em-
pire—a period which found the pope an influential personage
and left him a temporal sovereign ; which found him predomi-
nant and left him monarch in the Church; which found his
spiritual sovereignty vigorously asserted, and left his infallibility
all buf unquestioned—a period for the most part of general
violence, suffering, darkness, confusion, and almost of dissolu-
tion—a period of manifold debasement for the popedom, of
defilement by monsters, and of subjection to princes—a period

3 Baronius, an. 1066, n. 3-6.
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bitterly bemoaned by the devotees, and not unenjoyed by the
foes, of the Roman Church—but yet a period of decided growth,
though of very slow, gradual, and often-hindered growth, for
the papacy. Amidst the general darkness the popedom glared
more broadly; the wildness and confusion everywhere were
favourable to the advance of a power in real harmony with the
evil time while pretending to be above it. The spiritual au-
thority of the papal chair steadily grew while that chair was
in the occupation of depraved boys and monstrous men.

But the papacy was to exhaust the whole experience of an
earthly polity, to be visited by every change, to know all the
weal and all the woe, all the ignominy and all the glory whereof
a kingdom of this world is capable. The period of comparative
weakness and utter shame was to be succeeded by a season of
marvellous might and majesty. From being at once horrible
and contemptible, the popedom was to become awful and ter-
rible. The vicars of Christ, after having outsinned the monarchs
of this world in grovelling lusts and personal profligacy, were
to leave them far behind in width of sway and absoluteness of
dominion, in sternness of pride and fierceness of wrath. '
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BOOK III.

THE TRIUMPHS OF THE POPEDOM.

Great, mistress of her art was th:;t false dame,
The false Duessa, clokéd with Fidessa’s name.
Faerie Queen, i. vii. 1.

" TaE Cesar and the Pontiff stand forth the two central and most
conspicuous figures of the Middle Ages. Forsome two or three
centuries the Holy Roman Empire and the Holy Roman Church
were the chief powers of the world. The utterly secularised
Christian Church, and the nominally consecrated Roman Em-

" pire, that strange pair brought together so strangely and in
such complete defiance of the birth and original nature of each,
stood side by side at the head of Christendom. The age ap-
proved their connection and admitted their joint supremacy,
assigning to the empire the chief place in the temporal region,
and to the papacy the chief place in the spiritual region.t
This seemed a simple and symmetrical arrangement, but it was

! Dante associates, crowns, and consummates his theory of life with this joint and
harmonious sovereignty of pope and emperor. In his treatise De Monarckia, he
thus speaks: ‘Two ends has the unalterable providence of God set before man to be
striven after, to wit, the blessedness of this life which lies in the exercise of his own
virtue (quee in operatione proprie virtutis consistit), and the blessedness of the life
everlusting which lies in the enjoyment of the sight of God (que eonsistit in fruitione
divini aspectus), and to which man’s own virtue cannot elimb unless holpen by light
from heaven. . ... ‘Wherefore there was need of a twofold guidance in accordance
with this twofold end, towit, of thesovereign pontiff, who in accordance with revelation
(secundum revelata)should lead mankind onward to life everlasting ; and of the emperor,
who in accordance with philosophy should guide mankind toward temporual happiness’
(Dante, de Monarchia, apud Johannem Oporinum, Basilew, 1659, pp. 176-7). The impe-
rial theory is well and briefly put by the greatest of the emperors, Frederick Redbeard, in
a letter referring to the contest between the rival popes, Alexander III. and VietorII.:
¢ Whereas during His passion Christ said of the two swords that they were enough
(quod in passione sua Christus duobus gladiis contentus fuit), we believe that in His

wonderful foresight He made this declaration with reference to the Roman Church

and the empire, inasmuch as these two heads and leading powers of mankind have
the direction of the whole world in divine as well as in human things’ (Radevicus, de
Gestis Frederici, 1. ii. c. 50).
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spoiled by the double nature of the Roman Church. The two
powers, while fully recognising each other’s legitimaey, could
not agree to reign together, but eaeh sought to reign over the
other ; or rather, the empire held to the theory of joint sove-
reignty, while the popedom, as became the kingdom of this
world calling itself a kingdom not of this world, sought to
realise the theory of its own sole sovereignty. The Ceasars
allowed the spiritual and doctrinal supremacy of the pontiffs,
were willing to leave the souls and consciences of men under
their dominion ; but they demanded their obedience in matters
temporal, and demanded it as the successors of those old Roman
Cesars to whom in all such matters the first Christians had
yielded entire submission—claimed them as subjects in all
affairs of this world, while acknowledging them as masters in
affairs of faith.

But this spiritnal mastery in nowise satisfied the pontiffs. *
By very reason of this supremacy over souls, they claimed su-
premacy over states. Recognising the empire as the chief among
merely temporal powers, the popedom pretended to be above it
even in matters of this world. If the early Church had rendered
absolute obedience to the Roman empire in all secular matters,
the papacy had made the empire over to the Germans, had sanc-
tified it, and had the rights of a new creator over its creature.
The papal theory was altogether incompatible with the imperial
theory. The Ceesar required obedience in temporal matters from
his papal subject ; the pontiff demanded submission in all things
from his imperial creature. The two great powers of the .
Middle Ages, the two chiefs of Christendom, so closely con-
nected with each other, so curiously dependent on each other,
fell out, and fought to ascertain which of the two really and
practically was master of the other.

This conflict between the empire and the papacy was inevi-
table. It arose about bishop-making; it arose in consequence
of the twofold character which the Church had assumed as a
spiritual and worldly kingdom. The bishops were at once
pastors and barons, pillars of the Church and pillars of the
State ; advancement to a bishopric was advancement to a
ba.rony The emperor claimed the chief share in promoting
his subjects; the pope claimed the chief share in promoting
his. The Christian people had long lost their original nght of
choosing their pastors. A man once invested with the ring and
the staff was deemed a proper bishop; Cmsar and pontiff fell

: E
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out as to- which of the two should confer this investiture.? But
the quarrel did not