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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE weeks between Advent Sunday and Lent
may fitly be considered as the Season of Grace ;
of which Christmas-day is the great festival, and
St. Paul the special Apostle. The following Ser-
mons, selected for this portion of the year, are
written upon subjects more or less suggested by
its main idea, though not so intimately. adapted
to it in their form, as to render them unsuitable
to other seasons. As few express allusions, as was
possible, have been made to it in the text; and
they are noted at the foot of the page as they

occur. /

OriEL COLLEGE,

October 21, 1840.
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14 WORSHIP, A PREPARATION, &c. [Seem. 1.

dreariness which must one day have an end. Attend
His summons we must, at any rate, when He strips
us of the body; let us anticipate, by a voluntary
act, what will one day come on us of necessity.
Let us wait for Him solemnly, fearfully, hopefully,
patiently, obediently; let us be resigned to His
will while active in good works. Let us pray Him
ever to “remember us when He cometh in His
kingdom ;” to remember all our friends; to re-
member our enemies; and to visit us according to
His mercy here, that He may reward us according
to His righteousness hereafter.


















































































































52 UNREAL WORDS. ' [Seex. IIL

stand a truth, and when we do not. When we
do not, let us take it on faith, and let us profess
to do so. Let us receive the truth in reverence,
and pray God to give us a good will, and divine

light, and spiritual strength, that it may bear fruit
within us.










































66  SHRINKING FROM CHRIST'S COMING. [Szrm. V.

confusion of face, as if in the consciousness of inno-
cence.

That hour must come at length upon every one
of us. When it comes, may the countenance of
the Most Holy quicken, not consume us; may the
flame of judgment be to us only what it was to the
Three Holy Children, over whom the fire had no
power !













































































































































VIL] THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS. 113

May each Christmas, as it comes, find us more
and more like Him, who as at this time became a
little child for our sake, more simple-minded, more
humble, more holy, more affectionate, more resigned,
more happy, more full of God.

VOL. V. I



SERMON VIII.

THE STATE OF INNOCENCE.

EccLEs. vii. 29.

“ God hath made man upright, but they have sought out
many inventions.”

THE state of our parents as God made them * up-
right” and “very good,” in the day that they were
created, presents much to excite our interest and
sympathy, though we, their descendants, have passed
away into a far different state. Since that time our
nature has gone through many fortunes,—through
much evil to greater good. That primeval state is
no longer ours. It is no longer ours, though it is
no longer forfeited. The penalties are removed;
the flaming sword no longer bars the entrance of
Eden ; yet have we not returned to it. For so is
it with all that happens to us,—the past never re-
turns, not in what it contained, any more than
in itself. Each time has its own peculiar attri-


















































































































































































































186 THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT. [Szex. XL

Let us see to it, lest in any way we too stumble
at God’s commands or promises; let us beg of Him
to lead us on in His perfect and narrow way, and
to be “a lantern to our feet, and a light to our
path,” while we walk in it.

















































202 THE NEW WORKS OF THE GOSPEL. [Szru.XIL

us pray to be filled with the spirit of love. Let us
come to Church joyfully; let us partake the Holy
Communion adoringly ; let us pray sincerely ; let
us work cheerfully ; let us suffer thankfully ; let us
throw our heart into all we think, say, and do; and
may it be a spiritual heart! This is to be a new
creature in Christ ; this is to walk by faith.





























































222 THE STATE OF SALVATION. [Szax.XIIL

trast, of the wretchedness and filthiness of that load
of sin, with which our own wilfulness has burdened
us; and to pray Him to show us how to unburden
ourselves,—how to secure to ourselves again those
gifts which, for what we know, we have forfeited.

















































238 TRANSGRESSION AND INFIRMITIES. [Szrw. XIV.

glory of God were to him for a robe, and rendered
earthly garments needless. Thus we prepare our-
selves for that new world yet to come, for the new
heavens and the new earth, and all the hosts of
them in the day when they shall be created ;—when
the marriage of the Lamb shall come, and His
wife shall make herself ready, and to her shall be
- granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white;
for the fine linen is the righteousness of Saints.


























































































































































































































































XIX.] THE BLESSINGS OF THIS LIFE. 321

ness, breathed of Him,—of Him, the Lord of glory,
who stood over us, and came down upon us; and
gave Himself to us, and poured forth milk and
honey for our sustenance, though we saw Him not.
Surely we have all, and abound; we are full.

VOL. V. Y






















































XX.] THE CHRISTIAN’S PORTION. 339

they have scattered it far and wide all over the
earth unto this day. It runs as follows: “ Peace I
leave with you, My peace T give unto you; not as
the world giveth, give I unto you.” ¢ These things
I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world'.”

! John xiv. 27; xvi. 33.


























































































XXIlL.] THE STAY OF THE SOUL. 369

possess us. Are we allowed to put ourselves under
His guidance? this surely is the only question. Has
He really made us His children, and taken posses-
sion of us by His Holy Spirit? Are we still in
His kingdom of grace, in spite of our sins? The
question is not whether we should go, but whether
He will receive. And we trust, that, in spite of
our sins, He will receive us still, every one of us, if
we seek His face in love unfeigned, and holy fear.
Let us then do our part, as He has done His,
and much more. Let us say with the Psalmist,
“ Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is
none upon earth I desire in comparison of Thee.
My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion for ever’.”

! Ps. Ixxiii. 25, 26.

VOL. V. Bb
















































XXIIl.] LOVE, THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. 385

We are not disturbed at its frowns, for we live not
in its smiles. We rejoice in the House of Prayer,
because He is there “ whom our soul loveth.” We
can condescend to the poor and lowly, for they
are the presence of Him who is Invisible. We are
patient in bereavement, adversity, or pain, for they
are Christ’s tokens.

Thus let us enter the Forty Days of Lent now
approaching !. For Forty Days we seek after love
by means of fasting. May we find it more and
more, the older we grow, till death comes and gives
us the sight of Him who is at once its Object and
its Author.

! Preached on Quinquagesima.
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XXIV.] THE POWER OF THE WILL. 403

Christ calls us into the wilderness, let us gird up
our loins and fearlessly obey the summons. Let us
take up our cross and follow Him. Let us take
to us “the whole armour of God, that we may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil ; for we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places; wherefore, take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to
stand.”

END OF VOL. V.
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