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INSTRUCTIONS TO MR. JACOB,

RESPECTING

THE PRICES OF FOREIGN CORN.

(COPY.)

Office of Committee of Pricy Councilfor Trade,
I
25t/i June, 1825.

SIR,

IT being the desire of the Lords of the Committee

ofHis Majesty's Privy Councilfor Trade, to obtain

the most correct information on every subject con-

nected with the supply ofForeign Corn, I have been

directed by their Lordships to acquaint you with

their intention to avail themselves of your services

for the examination of the state of those countries,
the productions of which find an outlet by the Eiver
Vistula into the Baltic. You icill, therefore, be

pleased to proceed with as much expedition as you
can make convenient to commence the examination,

beginning at the city of Dantzic where the Vistula

enters the Sea.

Though you will direct your chief attention to



that division of ancient Poland now comprehended
in the Austrian province ofGallicia, situated between

the River Bug towards Leniberg and the River

Wisla towards Cracow, yet, in your route towards

that district, the province of West Prussia, belonging
to Prussia, and of Masovia, which now, under the

government of Russia, forms a part of the Vice-

royalty of Poland, will require your examination.

At Graudente or Thorn, in the Prussian part, it

is understood that a toll is collected on wares in their

passage down the Vistula ; and you may, therefore,

jwobably ascertain the quantities of Corn which, in

a series ofyears, have been annually conveyed down

that river to Dantzic.

In the Russian Provinces you will endeavour to

make yourself acquainted with the nature of the

transit trade in Corn, with the state of the magazines

of this article at Warsaw. Praga, and other places,

and the modes in which, and the description of

persons by whom it is collected, for the purpose of
transmission to Dantzic.

It will indeed be desirable to learn, with as much

accuracy as possible, the quantity in Warehouse, not

only at the places you visit but at other places, and

especiallyat Hambiirg,Konigsberg, Memel, Elbing,

and Riga.
In the Austrian province of Gallicia, as well as ir

the territories of Prussia and Austria, which will

precede it in your route, you will obtain all the

information in your power, regarding the condition

'jfthe soil ; the manner of its cultivation ; the aver-

age increase of the several kinds of Grain ; the



proportion of ploughed land to that in pasture, in

woods, or in waste ; the relative numbers which the

other inhabitants bear to those employed in agri-

culture; the descriptions of Grain or other food
u'hich supply the icants of the inhabitants ; the rate

of the u'ages of Labourers in agriculture, in handi-

craft, and in manufacturing; the coudiiion of the

Farmers and Labourers, as regards their dwellings,

their clothing, their utensils, their furniture, and

theirfood i the hours devoted to labour ; the assiduity

and sliill with which labour is performed; the

number of days abstracted from labour by the fes-

tivals of the Catholic church; the extent of the

military service or conscriptions imposed on the

rural inhabitants; the pecuniary and personal

demandsfor the repairs of roads, bridges, the poor,

and other local purposes ; the rate of rent, whether

tolerably paid, and in what proportion (if any) it

has been reduced since the peace ; the average price

at which the present extent of Bread Corn could

continue to be grown ; how far the price of Corn has

been reduced since the peace; what increase in price

would stimulate to more extensive cultivation ; and

whatproportion of Bread, Corn, or JPJicat is con-

sumed in the country, and by ichat classes.

With respect to the higher classes, it will be

desirable to obtain as much information as possible ;

howfar they have advanced in thut knowledge which

is applicable to the impr 'r domains ;

what zeal is felt for such improvement, and

unemployed capital is to be found, which, in case of
an increased demandfor Corn, would be likely to be



applied to the advancement of agriculture and the

increase of its productions.
It will lye important to ascertain the prices of the

several descriptions of Corn at the places of their

growth, as well as the expenses of conveying it to

Dantzic ; or to Eib'nig, when it is carried to that

port. This should not onli/ comprehend the past and

present period, but should be viewed prospectively,
so as to estimate what would be the effect, if a con-

stant sale could befoundfor the surplus Corn of the

country in the English markets.

You will endeavour to learn what the actual sur-

plus of Gram has been in a series ofyears, by ascer-

taining, with all possible accuracy, what quantities

of each kind of Corn have been sent out of the

country by land, and what quantities have been

brought in from the neighbouring territories of
Silesia,, Bohemia, and Moravia, on one side, and

from the Russian dominions on the other.

Besides acquiring information on the present
condition ofPoland, including the dominions of the

three great Powers, their Lordships tcould wish

your attention to be turned towards all facts that

bear on the subject of the changes that might be

produced in that country, if such an alteration were

made in our laws as would leave our markets at all

times accessible to the Corn grown in Poland.

You will consider, from the view you take of the

country, what increase of cidtivation would be likely

to take place in consequence ofsuch a stimulus being

constantly in action ; what effect the extension of
cultivation to poorer lands would have on the general



prices ; endeavouring by even/ means in your power
to arrive at some estimate of the additional quantities

which, in years of medium productiveness, might be

ti/tported into this kingdomfrom Poland.

As it may be necessary to assume some given

price in this country, in forming such an estimate

as that to which I have now referred, it is thoughi

desirable that you should proceed upon a supposition

ofan average price of Wheat at home offrom 60*.

to 64s. a quarter.

Although I have not noticed the several hinds of
animals in the country you are about to visit, their

Lordships would be pleased to know what proportion
thefood supplied by them, bears to that supplied by

Corn, and other vegetable substances; and also if

the quantity of live stock is such as, upon a more

extended system of tillage, icould be likely to afford

the means of renovating the fertility of the soil, in

a degree equal to the exhaustion which would be

occasioned by a greater growth of Corn.

There are other subjects ichich will present them-

selves to your observation and engage your attention,

which, in an immediate or indirect degree, may bear

on the subject which has induced their Lordships to

employ you on this business ; and these they trust

you uill report with all the exactness and accuracy
in your power.
In every part of your journey you will bear in

mind, and direct your inquiries towards the influence

which the price offood in general, and of Corn in

particular, has had on the rates of labour in Manu-

factures, and learn in what proportion the wages of
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that description of labour have been lowered, as

compared with the decline in the price of Corn.

In the Report you may prepare for the notice of
their Lordships, when you have completed your

examination, you will reduce all the monies, weights,

and measures, of the different districts you examine,

into those of this country ; having reference, asfar
as regards thefirst, to the actual value of the paper
currencies of Russia and Austria, circulating in

the territories of those Sovereigns ; and to that of
the metallic money circulated in the dominions of
Prussia, as well as to thefluctuations in the rates of

exchange.

I am, 8te. <|c.

(Signed) THOMAS LACK.

WILLIAM JACOB, Esq.



MR. JACOB'S

AND OX THE

AGRICULTURE OF THE NORTH OF EUROPE.

Dated 21st February, 1826.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS OF
THE COMMITTEE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRIVY
COUNCIL FOR TRADE.

MY LORDS,

IN pursuance of the Instructions communicated by
Your Lordships on the 25th June last, I proceeded to

the Continent, passing through the Netherlands, the

Prussian provinces on the Rhine, and the dominions

of Saxony, to Berlin, and from thence by Stettin to

Dantzic.

From Dantzic I travelled through the kingdom of

Poland, visiting Thorn, Wai-saw, and Cracow ; devi-

ating in several directions from the main road,

returned through Gallicia, Moravia, Austria, Bavaria,
and Wirtemburg, to Strasburgh, where I entered

France, and by way of Paris reached England.
I was induced by my instructions, to direct my

principal attention to the supplies of Grain and the



nature of the Commerce in it, within the districts

whose surplus finds a vent through the mouths of the

Vistula; and also to collect information on the

subject in the other parts of the Continent through
which I passed.

I heard every where among Landowners, Farmers,
and Corn merchants, complaints of the distress in

which they were involved ; and their complaints
were far too general to leave room for the suspicion,
that they were not founded on the existing state of

their respective circumstances. The prices of pro-
duce of all kinds within the last three or four years,
when compared with the period which had preceded
them, or indeed with any past period, in which prices
are accurately recorded, confirmed the conviction,

that their complaints were justified by the losses they
had sustained.

It appeared of some importance to collect, where
it could be done with any assurance of accuracy, the

prices of Corn for a series of years. The wars of

which these countries have been the theatre, gave a

degree of uncertainty to some of the accounts before

the year 1815, and that uncertainty was, in several

places, increased by the variations in the value of

the circulating medium, which had taken place during
the continuance of hostilities. Except at Dantzic,

where a register had been kept for near two centu-

ries; at Berlin, where, from the minister of the

interior, I received the prices for 50 years ; and at

Warsaw, where I obtained them from the Stadthouse,

for 30 years, I confined my inquiries to the last 10

years. The several accounts which were collected,,

form a part of the APPENDIX to this Report.
As the facts collected, and the remarks made

during my journey, are of very various kinds, and

were committed to writing as they occurred, it may
be more satisfactory to your Lordships if, after

shortly describing the nature of the Corn trade,
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as carried on by the Vistula, which, as tar as concerns

Wheat, is the most important ; and after recounting,

according to my instructions, the quantity of Wheat
accumulated in the several exporting places, I state

whatever relates to the raising of Corn, to the cost of

its production, and the supplies yielded in the dif-

ferent divisions of Europe, which have hitherto con-

veyed their Grain to our markets, in the order in

which I viewed the several countries.

The commerce of Corn, generally, in the countries

whose connection with the Sea is maintained by the

River -Vistula, has been extensive during a long
series of years. The shipment to foreign countries

was, during a long period, almost exclusively confined

to the city of Dantzic.

The government of Prussia viewed with some

jealousy the trade of that city, which was then one

of the independent Hanse Towns ; and having the

land on both sides the river, from the boundaries of

Poland to those of Dantzic, endeavoured, by forming
the city of Elbing into a free mart, to draw the trade

through that place and its port of Pillau.

Some success attended this plan, and the trade

was carried on through the two rival channels, with

a competition which has been continued to the

present time ; for thpugh Dantzic has been since

added to the Prussian territories, and the preference

given to Elbing consequently withdrawn, the latter

city seems to have retained its proportionate share of

the export of Corn.

Attempts are at this time making by Russia, to

divert the Corn trade of Poland, but especially of the

provinces of that country, which have been separated
from it, and are now comprehended in Russia, to the

port of Riga as the place of shipment. For this

purpose canals are now constructing, which nre

intended to facilitate the conveyance of goods to the

river Duna. It is not however probable, that a very
c
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great proportion of the trade will be drawn into that

channel. The port of Riga is closed by frost a much

longer time than that of Dantzic ; the passage from
it to the countries where Corn is wanted is longer ;

the climate is less favourable for drying the Grain

after removing it from the barges, preparatory to

shipment ; and it, at present, has not those spacious
and well-adapted warehouses, for the secure deposit
of Corn, by which Dantzic is eminently distinguished.
Some portion of the Corn is at present brought

down to the sea shore, by the river Neimen, and
after paying a transit duty to Prussia, at the town of

Schmaleningken, is conveyed to Memel. This branch

of the trade is, however, but small, as it appears (see

Appendix, No. 1.) that in the three years 1816,

1817, and 1818, a period when the general trade

was the greatest, the whole quantity that paid the

transit duty was only 49,596 quarters of Wheat,
21,830 quarters of Barley, 185,292 quarters of Rye,
and 108,482 quarters of Oats.

From the southern provinces of Poland, viz. San-

domir and Cracow, in which the greatest quantity of

the best Wheat is produced, a portion is annually sent

into the neighbouring Prussian province of Silesia,

by land, where a part of it is consumed by the few
inhabitants of Breslaw, and the other cities who eat

wheaten bread. The greater part is, however, con-

veyed by the river Odo, and then by the canal which

unites that river with the Havel, to the city of Berlin.

It forms an article in the weekly returns of the Corn

market of that capital ; and, by the whiteness of its

flour, is preferred for pastry and confectionary. In

those years when the prices of Grain have been

the most raised in England, some of it has been sent

here from Stettin, whilst those of the inhabitants

of that neighbourhood who used Wheat, were sup-

plied with an inferior kind of their own growth.
Those other channels, by which the surplus C
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of Poland is distributed, bear, however, but a small

proportion to that which passes by the mouths of the

Vistula, at Dantzic and Elbing ; and the manner in

which the trade by these places is carried on, may
deserve detailed notices.

The cultivators of that Corn which is supplied
to trade, are almost universally both owners and

occupiers of the soil on which it grows. They culti-

vate it by the labour of their tenants or subjects, who
raise sufficient for their own support, but have

scarcely any surplus. It does not, as in most other

countries, come to the several markets in small

parcels. As Wheat particularly can scarcely be

there considered an article of food, it would scarcely
ever find purchasers among the inhabitants of the

countries in which it is grow
r

n, if it were brought
to the weekly or other markets in their own towrns.

It is almost exclusively an article for foreign con-

sumption.
The whole of the internal commerce of Poland is

in the hands of the Jews, who are very numerous,

comprehending nearly one seventh of the whole popu-
lation, and not being engaged in cultivation, nor

inhabiting villages, forming the majority in most of

the market towns. They are acute, temperate, eco-

nomical, rather active than industrious, and are said

to be possessors of the far larger proportion of the

floating capital of the country. Almost every trans-

action passes through their hands, and few persons
can either buy or sell, borrow or lend, without the

aid of some individuals of that race. Though not
allowed by the law to call themselves brokers or

factors, they are effectually such to the whole of the

nation.

They are accused of nourishing a most implacable
hatred towards all other people, and of deeming it no
moral crime to deceive and cheat Christians. What-
ever of truth there may be in these charges, these
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supposed feelings of the Jews are met, on the part
of the majority of the other inhabitants, by a degree
of contempt and degrading treatment, of the most

aggravating nature; a treatment so remote from
what is exercised towards that people in England,
Germany, France, and Holland, that it may have

perhaps mainly contributed to form the character

which they are accused of bearing.
It will not appear surprising, on referring to the

changes that Poland has undergone, the ravages she

has suffered from wars, the demands for the per-
sonal services of her proprietors in the armies, of the

successive masters that have ruled the country, the

exclusion from all foreign trade, and, till of late, the

total absence of all manufactories, that there should

be now great individual distress, even whilst the

country, as a whole, may be advancing in prosperity.
The individuals who most suffer are the Landed

Proprietors, and they have, with a few exceptions,
become dependent, in a greater or less degree, on the

more monied Jews.

There is every reason to believe, that few Landed

Proprietors are wholly free from incumbrances, and
that many of them are involved to such an extent,

that they are compelled to deliver to their creditors

the whole surplus produce of their estates, as soon as

it can be prepared for removal. The Jews, by their

universal connection with others of their nation in

distant places, have far better opportunities of know-

ing what prices they are likely to obtain for Corn,
than the gentlemen who raise it ; and the latter, from

their situation, must take that as the price which

their creditors may determine.

On the banks of the Vistula there are many ware-

houses well adapted for preserving Corn at the places
whence it is most convenient to embark it. The crops
are generally removed from the farms of the proprie-
tors as speedily as possible, and remain there in the
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power of the creditor, who either allows for it a. stipu-

lated price, or undertakes to convey it to Dantzic, to

be sold at the risk of the debtor; but with the pro-

ceeds to be received by the creditor.

The charges for warehousing, shipping, freight,

tolls, commission, and other demands, have been

lately so high, in proportion to the prices, that very
small sums have been carried to the credit of the

landholder; and where estates are mortgaged, they
have been generally insufficient in amount to keep
under the growing interest.

There are two modes of conveying Wheat to

Dantzic by the Vistula. That which grows near

the lower parts of the river, comprehending Polish

Prussia, and part of the province of Plock, and of

Masovia, in the kingdom of Poland, which is gene-

rally of an inferior quality, is conveyed in covered

boats, with shifting boards that protect the cargo
from the rain, but not from pilfering. These vessels

are long, and draw about fifteen inches water, and

bring about 150 quarters of Wheat. They are not,

however, so well calculated for the upper parts of the

river. From Cracow, where the Vistula first be-

comes navigable, to below the junction of the Bug
with that stream, the Wheat is mostly conveyed to

Dantzic in open flats. These are constructed on the

banks, in seasons of leisure, on spots far from the

ordinary reach of the water, but which, when the

rains of autumn, or the melted snow of the Carpa-
thian mountains, in the spring, fill and overflow the

river, are easily floated.

Barges of this description are about 75 feet long,
and 20 broad, with a depth of two feet and a half.

They are made of fir, rudely put together, fastened

with wooden treenails, the corners dovetailed and
secured with slight iron clamps, the only iron em-

ployed in the construction.

A large tree, the length of the vessel, runs along
the bottom, to which the timbers are secured. This
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roughly cut keelson rises nine or ten inches from the

floor, and hurdles are laid on it, which extend to the

sides. They are covered with mats made of Rye
straw, arid serve the purpose of dunnage ; leaving
below a space in which the water that leaks through
the sides and bottom is received. The bulk is kept
from the sides and ends of the barge by a similar

plan. The water, which these ill-constructed and

imperfectly caulked vessels receive, is dipped out at

the end and sides of the bulk of Wheat.
Vessels of this description draw from ten to twelve

inches of water, and yet they frequently get aground,
in descending the river. The cargoes usually consist

of from 180 to 200 quarters of Wheat.
The Wheat is thrown on the mats, piled as high as

the gunwale, and left uncovered, exposed to all the

inclemencies ofthe weather, and to the pilfering of the

crew. During the passage, the barge is carried along

by the force of the stream, oars being merely used at

the head and stern, to steer clear of the sand banks,
which are numerous and shifting ; and to direct the

vessel in passing under the several bridges. These
vessels are conducted by six or seven men. A small

boat precedes with a man in it, who is employed in

sounding, in order to avoid the shifting shoals. This

mode of navigating is necessarily very slow ; and

during the progress of it, which lasts several weeks,
and even months, the rain, if any falls, soon causes

the Wheat to grow, and the vessel assumes the ap-

pearance of a floating meadow. The shooting of the

fibres soon forms a thick mat, and prevents the rain

from penetrating more than an inch or two. The
main bulk is protected by this kind of covering, and

when that is thrown aside, is found in tolerable con-

dition.

The vessels are broken up at Dantzic, and usually
sell for about two thirds of their original cost. The
men who conduct them return on foot.

When the cargoc arrives at Dantzic or Elbing, all
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but the grown surface is thrown on the land, s;

abroad, exposed to the sun and air, and frequently
turned over till any slight moisture that it may have

imbibed, is dried. If a shower of rain falls, as well

as during the night, the heaps of Wheat on the shore

are thrown together, in the form of the steep roof of

a house, that the rain may run off, and are covered

with a linen cloth. It is thus frequently a long time

after the Wheat has reached Dantzic, before it is fit

to be placed in the warehouses.

The warehouses are very well adapted for storing
Corn. They consist, generally, of seven stories, three

of which are in the roof. The floors are about nine

feet asunder. Each of them are divided by perpen-
dicular partitions, the whole length about four feet

high, by which different parcels are kept distinct from
each other. Thus the floors have two divisions, each
of them capable of storing from 150 to 200 quarters
of Wheat, and leaving sufficient space for turning or

screening it. There are abundance of windows in

each floor, which are always thrown open in dry
weather, to ventilate the corn. It is usually turned
over three times a week. The men who perform the

operation, throw it with their shovels as high as they
can, and thus the grains are separated from each

other, and exposed to the drying influence of the air.

The whole of the Corn warehouses now left (for

many were burnt during the siege of 1814) are

capable of storing 500,000 quarters of Wheat, sup-

posing the parcels to be large enough to fill each of
the two divisions of the floors, with a separate heap ;

but as, of late years, it has come down from Poland
in smaller parcels than formerly, and of more various

qualities, which must of necessity be kept distinct, the

present stock of about 280,000 quarters is found to oc-

cupy nearly the whole of those warehouses which are
in repair, or are advantageously situated for loading
the ships. Ships are loaded by gangs of porters with



great dispatch, who will complete a cargoe of 500

quarters in about three or four hours. It is seen by
Table, No. 19, in the Appendix, that within the last

five or six years the whole quantity that has been

brought down has been diminishing; but I was told

that no sensible decrease had been observed in the

number of the separate bulks, only that each bulk, or

the growth of each estate, or of each consignor, was
smaller.

The trade in Wheat from Poland and Prussia,

through Dantzic, is said to have been attended with

most ruinous losses to all the persons who have been

engaged in it. The growers asserted that none for

the last eight or nine years had yielded sufficient to

cover the expenses of cultivation, and that it has

been regularly getting worse and worse ever since the

year 1818.

The Jews, who have taken the crops from the

growers, have found the decline of the prices such,

that if they sold on their arrival at Dantzic, it was
attended with loss ; and if they were in a condition

to withhold from selling, and placed it in warehouses,
the loss was eventually much greater. The trade of

Dantzic, which is chiefly confined to Corn, has been

for several years in a very distressed state. The

commodity in which the traders have dealt, has of

late so vastly declined in value, that what was

purchased cheap at one period, became in a short

time dear ; the advances they made on what was

consigned to them for sale, with the expense of

conveyance, and of storing and preserving, soon

amounted to more than the value of the Wheat ;

and the consignors, in Poland, seldom united the

ability and the disposition to make payments to

indemnify them.

The Corn now in the warehouses has cost the

merchants much more than the present value. The

royal bank of Prussia, which has branches in the
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different cities of the kingdom, has advanced, on the

security of the Wheat now in store, half of what was

the value at the time the several advances were

made ; and as the price has declined, has required
additional security.

In calculating the Stocks of Wheat in the several

ports of the Baltic, as I did not visit the whole of

them, I was under the necessity of relying on the

accounts that I could procure. His Majesty's consuls

offered their assistance, and furnished me with the

following list, vouching for their accuracy to the best

of their judgment.
Mr. Leutze, the consul at Stettin, gives the following

as the Stocks in Pomerania.

Quarters.

Stettin 24,265
Anclam 10,586
Demmin 4,799
Stralsund 15,495
Griefswald 6,691

Wolgast ------ 5,289

67,103

Mr. Gibson, consul at Dantzic, to whom I am
obliged for much other useful information, gave me
the exact quantity at Dantzic and Elbing ; viz.

Quarter*.

Dantzic* 288,000

Elbing 73,500

361,500

'By an account taken the 31st December, 1825, since

received, the stock appeared to be about 20,000 quarters less
than when I was there.

D



Accounts of the quantities of Corn in store at

Memel could not be procured ; and in the ahsence of

better means of forming an opinion, I have compared
the trade of exporting Corn at Memel, with that at

Elbing, and find that in a series of years the exports
of Wheat and Rye together, from the latter port,
have been about double that at the former. I

scarcely know if it be fair to infer, that the accumu-
lated stock bears the same proportion to the annual

returns. If so the stock on hand must be but small.

I can only judge of the stocks accumulated in

Riga and Petersburgh, by comparing their trade in

Wheat, for a series of years, with that of Dantzic

and Elbing. The exports have not been larger than

those of Elbing, and it is probable their stocks

together do not exceed those of that port. In the

absence of all definite information, and trusting to

the reports I received, I should be disposed to think,

that in the three ports of Memel, Riga, and Peters-

burgh, there were not 100,000 quarters of Wheat, in

August, when I was at Dantzic.

The state of the stock of Corn at Lubeck, with

the Prices for the last Eleven Years, are shown in

the Appendix, No. 33. It appears that the Wheat
in store there was 29,900 quarters.
Some small stocks may have been collected from

the territories of the Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin,
and accumulated in the ports of Rostock and Wismar.
I have no information of the quantity, but should not

be disposed to judge, from the general trade of those

places, that more than a few thousand quarters were

to be found in them. The greater part of the surplus
Corn of Mecklenburg finds a vent by Hamburgh, and

is included in the Imports, from the interior, of that

city. The access to the Elbe from all the southern

ports of the Duchy, is easier than to the Baltic ; the

freights from thence to foreign markets is lower, and

the passage shorter. It is, in fact, only from the
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northern division of the Duchy, that the Wheat finds

a vent through its o\vri ports.

Although not within the Baltic, nor within the

limits of my late journey, yet the Wheat which

descends by the rivers Weser and Elbe has too

much influence on the general Corn trade to be

overlooked in this estimate of the stocks on hand.

The Wheat stored at Bremen comes by the Weser,

chiefly out of the Duchy of Brunswick, though some

of it is grown in Hanover ; and when the prices are

very high, supplies are conveyed from Hesse Cassel,

and even from some of the western districts of the

Saxon duchies through Mu'nden. That from Bruns-

wick is of a moderate quality, but much of the other

is very bad, and only fit for the English market in

times of very great scarcity.

The stock in the granaries at Bremen, in the latter

end of December last, co&isted of 27,972 quarters of

Wheat and other Corn, as is shown in Appendix,
Xo. 34.

Hamburgh is an important depot for Corn, of

some that is brought from Russian and other ports
in the Baltic, as well as for the surplus of the several

countries through which the Elbe in its long course

is directed. Prussia, especially near Magdeburg, is

a great Corn country ; but the chief Grain cultivated

in that division is Rye. In the kingdom of Saxony,
as well as in the Prussian province of that name, the

quantity of Rye very far exceeds the Wheat, both in

quality and quantity. In the years when prices are

very high, the Wheat of Bohemia comes down the

river to Hamburgh ; but the expense of conveyance,
the length of the navigation, and the loss to which it

is subject, act as a prohibition, except in seasons of

great scarcity. The freight from Prague to Ham-
burgh is 12s. per quarter, and the tolls to the several

sovereigns through whose dominions the river runs,
is 3*. 6d. The commissions, and other charges,
amount to near Is. Qd. more.
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From the shipping places below Prague the freight
is lower ; but the Wheat grown near them is said not

to be of so good a quality as that from the vicinity of

that city, and the districts to the south of it.

The export trade in Wheat of Hamburgh by sea,

appears during the last 10 years to have reached an
annual average of 48,263 quarters ; the greater part
of the Corn imported there being for the consumption
of the city, and the surrounding territory belonging
to it. In the Appendix, No. 32, is seen the course

of the Trade ; the prices of all Corn for the last 10

years, the prices of Wheat from 1791 to 1822, and
the stock about 100,000 quarters, as taken at two

periods in the last year.

Although the price of Wheat as well as of other

Grain is very low in Denmark, yet the surplus

quantity is very small ; and the depressed prices

may be in a great measure attributed to the restric-

tions upon Danish Corn in the dominions of Prussia,

its nearest and most populous neighbour. The Wheat

exported from the whole kingdom, in the six months
which followed the abundant harvest of 1824, is seen

in the Appendix, No. 35, to have been 57,561

Quarters. By that Account, it appears, that more
than half the Wheat was from the provinces of

Holstein and Sleswick, which are in close contact

with Hamburgh. In the market return of prices
from that city, the Wheat of Holstein forms one of

the quotations ; it is then fair to conclude, that a

portion of the Wheat exported from Holstein, if not

from Sleswick, is that which subsequently becomes a

part of what is included in the exports and stock of

Hamburgh. I should much doubt if the whole

quantity of Wheat in store in October last, in the

kingdom of Denmark, amounted to 20,000 quarters.

These are the Returns of the several places
mentioned in the months of August or September,
before the Corn of the last harvest had made its

appearance in the markets. I had reason, from all
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my inquiries, both among cultivators and merchants,

to conclude that very little Corn remained in the

hands of the growers, except in the very rare cases,

where in the same person was united a confident

expectation of an advance in the prices, with a

sufficiency of capital to enable him to withhold from

making sales.

The circumstances of far the greater number of the

occupiers of land were too much embarrassed to allow

of their keeping Corn, when the importunities of

claimants upon them were urgent for the discharge of

their demands. The general accounts were, that all

which could be sold had, from necessity, been turned

into money. In some of the small towns in Prussia,

when movements of the troops were making, and
a squadron of cavalry on a march was quartered on

them for a day, so little horse Com was to be found

in the granaries, that the standing Oats were cut and

given to the horses, as they were taken from the fields.

When in Berlin, I was told by Baron Von Bulow,
Minister of the Interior, that the Government had

recently instituted inquiries into the stocks of Corn in

the country ; and the result of those inquiries showed,
that the quantity in the whole cf Prussia was much
smaller than usual.

A very intelligent writer, a part of \\hose Memoir
(sec Appendix, No. 9) I have translated, states the

whole quantity of Corn in the different countries of

Europe, at 3,680,000 quarters. He includes in his

estimate, Rye, Oats, and Barley, as well as Wheat,

noticing the portions of each, which make up his

total. Without attaching any great credit to the

calculation, I allude to it because his views are those

which I found commonly entertained among: the more
* o

intelligent cultivators, of whom, though writing ano-

nymously, he was said to be one.

I made it my particular business to enquire into

the state of the stocks at the warehouses on the banks
of the Vistula, where Corn is collected, until a suffici-
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ency of one quality is accumulated to load a vessel.

In former times, as I was informed, these stores used

to have a large quantity placed in them when the

water was low, to be ready to take advantage of the

first autumnal rains.

The water was low when J was in Poland, from
the long drought and great heat of the season ; few or

no vessels were navigating on the upper part of the

river, and yet the storehouses on the banks were

empty.
At Warsaw there are large warehouses, but in them

there were not 200 quarters of Wheat.
At Pulaway is a large magazine, capable of storing,

and adapted for keeping in good order, 6,000 quarters
of Wheat ; but it did not contain a single bushel.

At Cassimir there are several large warehouses,
some of them, from having had no business of any ex-

tent during the last four years, seemed to be in need
of repairs. Others were, however, in good condition.

The whole are capable of storing 80,000 quarters of

corn.

In none of them was any Wheat, though they con-

tained some Rye belonging to the Government, which

its agents had received for rent and taxes, from cul-

tivators who could not pay money.
Rachow has warehouses for storing 14,000 quar-

ters, but in them was neither Wheat, nor any other

Corn, to be found. At Cracow the case was the same ;

the warehouses, which are extensive, were empty.
The places I have noticed are the chief, where there

are ferries over the river, and to which the roads from

the surrounding districts lead. They are the most

convenient for shipping goods, and most of the trade

is dispatched from them. There are a few others of

smaller moment, which I did not visit, and only, on

hearsay, know that they are alike without Wheat.
From the view I have thus taken, I am led to the

conviction, that neither in the sea ports, from which

Wheat is usually shipped, nor in the interior of the
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countries where it is grown, was there a stock which,
if removed to the sea ports, would increase the amount
of what is collected there to any sensible extent.

There is an accumulation in the Russian provinces
of Podolia and Volhynia, which was reported to me
to have been stored in caves under ground, containing
four or five years' growth.

Owing to the situation of those provinces and the

difficulties and expenses of conveyance, it is more

likely to perish in the depots than to be conveyed to

any places from which it can interfere with the trade

of this country. The cost of conveying it to Dantzic

would be equal to the price for which it would sell ;

and the shorter but more hazardous distance to

Odessa would lead to a market there, lower than even

that of Dantzic.

The produce of these two provinces was never

large, and has only found its way to the sea-shore,

when very high prices have enabled it to bear the

expense and risk of conveying it thither.

The whole stock of Wheat may be now brought
into one point ; and appear as follows :

Quarters.

Pomerania --------- 67,103
Dantzic and Elbing ----- -361,500
Lubeck -_.___ 29,900

458,503

Conjectural :

Denmark -- 25,000
Rostock and Wismar ----- 25,000

Petersburgh, Riga, and Memel - - - 100,000

608,503

In ports in the North Sea, as ascertained :

Hamburgh - - - - 105,000
Bremen - - - - 27,970

Total - - 741,473
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Of the wheat to which we have referred, as accu-

mulated in the several ports, I was assured nearly
one-fourth part is of so bad a quality, as to find no
market in this country, except in seasons of uncom-
mon dearth. If, then, out of the whole 741,473

quarters, 556,330 quarters were to be sent to England,
it would not be more than the consumption of ten

days.

THE Provinces, forming, since the adjustment of

territory at the termination of the late war, a part of

the Prussian monarchy, which have access to the Bal-

tic Sea, comprehend East Prussia, West Prussia, and
Pomerania. They appear by the Official Accounts

(see Appendix, No. 10), to have exported 447,183

quarters of Wheat, and 1,218,916 quarters of -Rye,

Barley, and Oats, beyond their own growth, in the

last nine years, up to the end of 1824; exclusive of

the year 1818, the returns of which, for East Prussia,

are wanting, but which probably were 350,000 quar-
ters of Wheat, and 340,000 quarters of the other

Grains.

It is possible that some portion of this quantity

may have been produced in the internal contiguous

provinces of Posen, Silesia, and Brandenburg. As
the trade in Corn, between one province and another,
is free in Prussia, there are no official accounts by
which we can ascertain whether what is exported by
sea, is the produce of the province from which it is

shipped, or of some inland district.

As the special object of attention pointed out by

my instructions, was the state of the countries from

which Corn had been exported to England, I shall,

therefore, in representing the state of the Agriculture,
confine my observations chiefly to the three maritime

provinces before mentioned, but including, in some

degree, the province of Brandenburg.
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Before the year 1807, the landed estates in Prussia,

as in most other parts of Europe, were in the posses-

sion of large proprietors. Many of them could only
be held by such as were of noble birth ; and the mer-

chant, the manufacturer, or the artisan, however

much money he might have accumulated, could not

invest it in such land until he had obtained a patent
of nobility. These restrictions were removed by the

king, about the year 1807, when the French had over-

run the country.
A Tenantry in our sense of the term was then, as

it still is, almost unknown. The land was worked

by a class of persons in some respects slaves ; and in

most respects but little removed from that condition.

In many cases they had an hereditary kind of right
to some use of the land, such as to grow one crop of

Corn according to a prescribed course, whilst the lord

had the right of pasture between the crops. These

peasants were sold with the land, or descended to the

heir, and were bound to perform certain labour or

services for the lord. They could not, on the other

hand, be dismissed from their holdings, nor had their

superior any power over the property they might
happen to be able to accumulate.

The conditions upon which the peasants held their

portions of land, were very various, some having a

greater, and others a less share of the use of them ;

some doing greater, and others less service for them.

By a series of legislative measures, marked by a

character of peculiar boldness, which were enacted
from 1807 to 1811, the whole of the enslaved pea-
sants have become converted into freemen and free-

holders. In some cases the holdings have been equally
divided, and the peasant has his moiety in perpetuity.
In cases where the lord's claims for personal services

were more extensive, the peasant had a smaller share
in the land. In some instances, compensations in

money were settled by compact between the lords
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and the peasants, sometimes by the payment of a

fixed sum, or by a security on the land allotted in

perpetuity to the peasant, for the payment of such
sum. Sometimes the peasant retained the whole of

the land he had before used, paying to the lord the

value of that portion which might otherwise have
been given up to him.

The successive measures by which the peasants
were raised to the rank of freemen, were not received

by all with equal readiness. The lords were com-

pelled, but the peasants were allowed to decline com-

pliance ; and even to the presept day, some few prefer
the ancient mode of their holdings, to that which the

laws have allowed.

Although the foundation is laid for a new and
better order of things, yet its effects on the agricul-
ture of the country have not hitherto been fully
realised. The abolition of personal services, and of

hereditary ownership of such services, has been too

recent for the full operation of the change of the

parties from the relation of master and slave, to that

of employer and employed, to produce the effect which
is its natural tendency. It is obvious, that all the

operations of agriculture are still performed by the

labourers, with a listlessness and slovenly indolence

which was natural to their former character, and which
their new condition has not yet had time to remove.

The land in the three maritime provinces, as

indeed in almost the whole of Prussia, may be

considered as either in very large portions belonging
to the nobility, or to the new class of proprietors ; or as

very small portions, such as under the ancient sys-

tem were deemed sufficient for half the maintenance

of the family of a peasant. There are but very few

of that middle class of capitalists, resembling our

farmers, who can hire land to that extent, which one

able man can most advantageously manage, and after

stocking and working it, pay for the hire to the pro-

^rietor.
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With some few exceptions, and those very tew,
no rent is paid ; but each occupier, whether a large
or a small one, is his own landlord.

The deviations from this general view are to be

found, for the most part, on the banks of the great
rivers, where meadows, either for the purpose of fat-

tening cattle, or of saving hay, for the supply of large
towns near the mouths of these rivers, are let to

tenants for money rents. On the banks of the Oder,
near Stettin, I saw some meadows let from 10*. to

12s. per acre, the landlords paying land-tax. They
are said to yield about one ton and a half annually,
of hay, when mowed. The after-feed is worth little,

from the early floods in autumn, and the deep snows
and severe frosts in winter. The hay is not very
good, which is attributed to the great quickness of
the growth after the frosts disappear. Land of this

description is of less relative value than with us, from
the severe cold, and its long duration

; from there

being scarcely any of the interval of spring, and from
the great drought and excessive heat of the short
summer. I was informed, that similar land, higher
on the Oder, near the cities of Schwet, Custrin, and
Frankfort, was let at nearly the same rate. Lands
in the vicinity of the large towns, and in other si-

tuations, from local convenience may be sometimes
let for money rent, but these are exceptions to the

general plan, and the whole of such land bears but a

very small proportion to that which is cultivated by
its owners.

The domains of the Crown are differently circum-
stanced from other land, and are let to Farmers.
The greatest part is in the occupation of persons
whose ancestors had long held them at low rents,
without their being charged to the land-tax or Grand
Steuer. When by new laws the taxation on land
was extended to the estates of nobles, those of the
Crown were included, and charged with the tax.
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the occupiers to pay the trifling rent, as well as the

tax ; but as Corn declined in price, they became un-
able to pay both. The taxes were in most instances

paid, but the rent was suffered to run in arrear, from
the impossibility of extracting it from the tenants.

I was informed by a very intelligent gentleman, who
had sufficient means of information, that most of the

occupiers of the Royal domains whose rent was ten

years in arrears, had been forgiven the whole, on pro-

mising to make the payments regularly in future ; a

promise they are in general unable to fulfil, from the

great additional fall in the price of Corn which has

since taken place.
These national domains are of such various qua-

lities, and in such different localities, that it is difficult

to find what is the average rent of them per acre.

Some of them are let as high as 3s. Sd. per acre, a

much larger proportion at Is. 2d. and a larger still

from 6d. to Qd. As far as my means of information

can enable me to form a judgment, I should not esti-

mate the average rent to exceed, if it reaches Is. 3d.

per acre. The farm of Subbowitz, whose produce is

noticed in the Appendix, No. 11, which is considered

fair average land, consists of about 1,720 acres, and
is let for 158/. 12s. Id. sterling per year. That of

Subkau, also noticed in the same statement, consist-

ing of 3,054 acres, is some of the best land, the rent

of which is about 552/. 11s. 8d. sterling per annum.
These two farms, with the others, noticed in the

same paper, are occupied by some of the most skilful

cultivators ofthe district ; and yet the accounts show,
that small as the rent is, and judicious as the ma-

nagement may be, the produce falls short of the cost

of production, even though the rent should be given

up.

Although the Royal domains are here noticed,

they bear a small proportion to the whole land, in
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the province of West Prussia, where they are situated,

not exceeding one-sixtietli part of the whole.

The Value of Land generally is low, as may be in-

ferred from the low price of produce, and of rents

for what little is rented. An estate of medium soil

was put up to auction, and not producing an offer,

equal to the sum for which it was mortgaged, was

taken by the mortgagee. The extent is about 6,000

morgens, or about 4,200 acres. It is chiefly a thin

sandy soil, in some fewr

parts approaching to loam.

The principal and interest due to the mortgagee was

3,000/. for which sum he took the estate. The barns,

and other tenements, were in need of some repairs,

and the land far from being in a clean state. On
taking possession, as he could not let it, he had, and

calculated to expend, as he told me, betwixt 2,200/.

and 2,320/. to repair the tenements, and to stock it

with 1,500 merino sheep, 40 cows, and with bullocks,

horses, and the requisite implements. This gentle-

man, who had acquired his money by trade, and knew
how to calculate, hoped by the fleeces of his fine-

wooled sheep to draw some interest for the invest-

ment he had been compelled to make in land.

In the same part of Prussia, another estate, one of

the best in the district, with a good house, with all

the buildings in good repair, and the land in a high
state of cultivation, was offered for sale ; and though
when I was there, the sale was not completed, I had
reason to believe an agreement for it would speedily
be concluded.

The soil is good sandy loam, chiefly arable, with

some pasture, the extent 2,800 acres. The price, at

which I believe the contract to have been since made,
was between 5,200/. and 5,400/.

If these two instances may be taken, as nearly the

highest and the lowest price of the average arable

land of the maritime provinces of Prussia, the highest
limit will be somewhat less than 40s. the acre, and
the lowest not quite 155. per acre. This estimation
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of the value of land, if correct, in the maritime pro-
vinces, cannot be extended to the other parts of the

Prussian dominions, where both the soil and climate

are far more favourable to production. It is well

known in England, that under a great depression in

the price of Corn, the poorer lands suffer a much

greater proportionate depreciation, in their sale price,
than the more fertile soils. It is not then extraordi-

nary, that the landed property of these maritime pro-
vinces should be reduced to the low value which is

here represented.
This tract of land forming the maritime provinces

of Prussia, is a portion of that vast sandy plain which
extends from the shores of Holland to the extremity
of Asiatic Russia. It has scarcely any elevations

that merit the title of hills, and, where not covered

with woods, spreads out in open fields of great extent.

The soil in some places is barren sand, occasionally
with no appearance of vegetation ; in many parts
with no attempt at cultivation, and what is culti-

vated appearing to yield but scanty returns. The
land is too poor to yield even middling crops, with-

out manure ; and the portion of cattle of all kinds is

too small to create such a quantity of that necessary

ingredient in husbandry, as to keep the land up to

its present low standard of fertility.

According to the official documents, which I col-

lected, it appears that the three maritime provinces
of East Prussia, West Prussia, and Pomerania, in-

cluding in the latter the late Swedish territory,' con-

tain about 25,500,000 acres, or more than half the

extent of England. By an official account, made up
in 1821, the Stock of Cattle appeared to be as fol-

lows, at the latter end of the year 1819 ; viz.

556,839 Horses and Colts.

1,171,434 Oxen, Cows, and Calves.

2,049,801 Sheep and Lambs, and,

617,310 Swine.
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England, which I have ever met with, gives three

times this number of horses, and more than four times

the number of cows and sheep, to the same extent of

land ; and most of those who have calculated on the

subject, have carried the proportion of cattle to sur-

face in England, much higher. I had reason to be-

lieve, though not from official sources, that the num-
ber of sheep, between 1819 and 1824, had increased

at the rate of from 20 to 25 per cent., and that the

proportion of fine-wooled sheep, to those of coarse

wool, had been augmented beyond that proportion.
From this deficient stock of the animals, from

which manure is derived, it will naturally be inferred,

that the increase of Grain must be very small. I

was satisfied, from my own observations, and it was
confirmed by the opinion of intelligent natives, that

much of the land in cultivation could not yield on
the average more than three times as much Corn as

the seed that had been sown.

The calculations made by the most intelligent
statistical inquirers, and the most observing culti-

vators, have not estimated the Average Increase of

the four kinds of Grain, viz. Wheat, Rye, Barley,
and Oats, taken together, to be more than four times

the seed.

The general Course of Cultivation is to fallow

every third year, by ploughing three times, when

designed for Rye, or five times if intended for Wheat,
and allowing the land to rest without any crop

during the whole of the year, from one Autumn to

the next. Most of the land is deemed to be unfit

for the growth of Wheat, under any circumstances.

Where it is deemed adapted to that Grain, as much
as can be manured, from their scanty supply of that

article, is sown with Wheat, and the remainder of

the fallow ground with Rye. The portion which is

destined for Wheat, even in the best farms, is thus
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very small ; and as on many none is sown, the whole
of the land devoted to Wheat does not amount to

one-tenth of that on which Rye is grown.
I have reason to believe, that of late years the

proportion of Rye to Wheat has been increasing.
The first is an article of domestic consumption and
of universal demand ; the far greater number of the

inhabitants eat only Bread made from it from neces-

sity, arid those who can afford Wheaten Bread, eat

commonly that of Rye from choice. At the tables

of the first families, both in Germany and Poland,

though wheaten bread was always to be seen, I

remarked that the natives scarcely ever tasted it ;

and I have met many Englishmen, who, after a long
residence in those countries, have given the pre-
ference to bread of Rye.
From the time I left the Netherlands, through

Saxony, Prussia, Poland, Austria, Bavaria, and Wur-

temberg, till I entered France, I never saw, either in

the bakers' shops, in the hotels, or private houses, a

loaf of wheaten bread. In every large town, small

rolls, made of wheaten flour, could be purchased, and

they were to be seen at the tables at which foreigners
were seated. In the small towns and villages only

Rye bread can be obtained ; and travellers commonly
take in their carriages sufficient wheaten rolls to

supply them from one large town to the next.

Wheat is only used by the natives for making, what
our English bakers would call fancy bread, or in

pastry and confectionary. If there be no foreign
demand for Wheat, the difficulty of selling it, at any

price, is great; and that little, which the very limited

demand of other countries of late years has required,
has been confined to Wheat of the best quality ; for

Rye, on the other hand, sales may be always made
at a market price ; and the price of that Grain has

not been depressed in the same proportion as the

price of Wheat.



.07

Although the increase of Wheat is greater than

that of Rye, vet, as it absorbs all the manure of the

farm, and requires the land to be ploughed twice

more, it is now deemed to be the least profitable
of

the two crops by many of the farmers.

As the Rye receives the full benefit of the fallow,

its increase is greater than that of the spring crops

which follow it.

Barley and Oats are sown in the spring whicli

follows the harvesting the Wheat and Rye, and these

complete the course, which is again followed by a

whole year's fallow. By this rotation of crops, the

land bears Corn only two years out of every three ;

and the crop of the last year scarcely produces three

times the quantity of the seed that was sown.

This opinion, formed by my own observations,

strengthened by the reports of the most intelligent

persons with whom I conversed, who were connected

with practical agriculture, receives some confirmation

from a Paper furnished to me by Mr. Leutze, His

Majesty's consul at Stettin ; according to which, in

1805, the year previous to that in winch the country
was over-run by the French, the quantities of Corn

sowed and harvested in the province of Pomerania,

when the Swedish part was not incorporated with

it, are as follow



Though some few of the large proprietors may,
by the increase of their flocks of sheep, and by the'

assiduous attention to every branch of cultivation,
have improved their land and raised the increase of
their seed, I see no reason to believe that to be the
case to an extent which can have a sensible influ-

ence on the average of the whole mass of production.
If we consider the calamities which Prussia en-

dured, and the strenuous exertions she made to ter-

minate them, we shall scarcely suppose that the

interval from 1815 to 1825 has been sufficient to

regain what she had lost, in the eight years which

preceded that period, more especially as up to the

present time the market prices of her chief produc-
tions have been suffering a regular decline.

I should not deem the other maritime provinces
of Prussia to be much more productive than Pomera-*

nia, as a whole, though in East and in West Prussia

there is rather a larger proportion of the land that is

capable of producing cpops of Wheat and Oats. If

will happen to a traveller, in pursuit of Agricultural
information, even in England, and much more in

countries where the business of cultivation is con-

ducted in a much lower manner, that his attention

will be invited to those properties which are best

managed, where the several processes of husbandry
are most sedulously performed, and where the pro-
duce is the greatest. Hence almost every writer on

agricultural subjects has been led to over-rate the

actual average produce of land, in the several coun-

tries which he may have visited.

Like others, I was prevailed upon to pay the

closest attention to the details and face of the land

of the most skilful, the most affluent, and most pro-

ductive proprietors. I visited several noblemen,

whose knowledge of and attention to agriculture,

was fully equal to that of ay men in this or any
other country ; and if the produce of the land was
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ference must be attributed rather to the soil and

climate, than to any deficiency either of capital, of

skill, or of assiduity.
On such property the Wheat sown was very insig-

nificant, and the proportion of that grain to Rye had

gradually declined of late years. One nobleman, who
Tanned his estate of 36,000 acres, ofwhich two thirds

was tillage, and one third woodland, grew but a few-

acres of Wheat, and of late had sold no Corn of any
kind. From the ports of England being shut against

Corn, he had turned his attention to the production of

vine wool. On this estate there is a flock of 15,000
merino sheep, yielding on an average two and a half

pounds of fine wool, the annual sales of which amount
to one half more than the value ofthe sheep. Through
the five winter months, the sheep are fed with Corn,

chiefly Rye, at the rate of one pound per day, which
is estimated to be equal to three pounds of hay. The

proprietor calculated, that sheep thus kept yielded

nearly as much more wool as, added to the benefit

which the manure of the animals received from that

kind of food, was equal to the price he should have

received for the Corn, if he had sold it ; and that the

profit on this system was the value of the whole of

ihe hay, which would have been otherwise consumed.
Instead of selling, he finds it more profitable to buy
Corn.

On the same property, the extent of land planted
with Potatoes, was upwards of 1,500 morgens, or

about 1,000 acres, the chief part of which were used
in the distillery, which seems an indispensable adjunct
to everv well-managed farm. The calculation made

i
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there, was that two bushels of Potatoes yielded as much
ardent spirit as one of Bariey ; and that the residuum,
after extracting the spirit, was equal in alimentary

power, for the draft bullocks, which are fed with it,

to two thirds of its value before the wort was ex*
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bushels of Potatoes are mixed with one of Malt, to

draw the wort, which is afterwards distilled, so as to

produce a spirit containing 80 per cent, of Alcohol, in

which state it pays a duty (much complained of) of

sixpence per gallon. It is reduced, before it is sold,

till it retains 50 per cent, of Alcohol; and the price

charged to the retailers is about iburteen-pence per

gallon.

Another person, of the same rank, who had turned
his attention to the improvement of his property,
boasted that his Corn land already yielded near six-

fold for the seed that was sown, and could be further

increased. He, too, cultivated Potatoes very ex-

tensively, and, by converting them into starch arid

treacle, made that land yield a profit, which, had it

been devoted to Corn, would have produced a loss.

He had tried to make sugar from Potatoes, and found
it not advantageous ; but he assured me that treacle

paid him well, and he could afford to sell it 18*. per
cwt. whilst that from the West Indies cost 24s. I

could perceive no difference between the sweetness

of this treacle and that from the tropics, but it has

less consistency.
A nobleman whom I had before known, to whose

hospitality I am much indebted, and whose estate I

viewed in detail, took the trouble to furnish me with

the course of Cultivation he pursued on the property
on which he resides, (see Appendix, No. 12.) Though
cultivated with care, and though fairly productive, I

readily give credit to what he assured me, that the

whole benefit which he derived from the estate of

6,300 acres, in his joint capacity of landlord and cul-

tivator, had not exceeded the amount for which he

had sold his annual clip of the wool of his flock of

4,000 sheep.
On the several other estates that I viewed, the

recurrence of Corn crops was equally distant; the
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superior portion of land devoted to green crops, and

pasture, the same ; and the stock of cattle !>ore nearly
a like proportion. These, however, were exceptions,
few in number and confined in extent, when compared
with the general condition of the estates of the three

provinces.
A number of Proprietors, residing on their lands, de-

voting their time and attention to their improvement,
and acquiring the practical and economical habits
which their affairs render necessary, must have a
teneficial influence on the cultivators around them.
In this view, perhaps, the distress which lias been
occasioned by the depressed prices of agricultural

produce, may, at some future time, under happier
auspices, be highly advantageous to the community.
But, in the mean time, the influence of the best spe-
cimens of cultivation have been very limited. Few of
the Proprietors have any capital to buy sheep or other

stock, or to enable them to wait for those returns of
their outlays which come in with the most dilatory
pace where the management of land is the best. He
who has to answer the demands of the labourers, the
tax collectors, and, where it occurs, of the gatherer of
rent, or of interest on mortgages, must sell his Cora,
at any price that is offered for it, without waiting to
convert it into wool, as the nobleman to whom I have
alluded is enabled to do. It is more the state of em-
barrassment, in which almost all the Proprietors are

placed, than the want of knowledge or of assiduity,
that prevents the Agriculture of the Prussian domi-
nions from making more considerable advances.

Formerly, the majority of the Estates, as belonging
to Nobles, and only capable of being held by that

class, were nearly inalienable; but the necessity of

relieving the most harassed of that body, induced the
Government to form a plan by which money might be
borrowed on the security of land. At first this power
was confined to the lands of the nobles, but was after-

wards extended to all others.



42

The Landschaft, or States, a local assembly of the

principal proprietors, were authorised to make a valua-

tion of such estates as were to he mortgaged, and to

issue writings denominated Pfandbriefe, or Mortgage
Debentures, which bore interest, and were transfer-

able with little trouble and expense, on which one

half, and in some instances six-tenths of the Lands-
chaft's valuation was easily borrowed. As the valua-

tions of the estates were made upon a low scale of

the prices of produce, and on a low estimate of the

annual quantum of such produce, they were deemed
the best security that could be offered. In a country
where no Government funds were in existence, or

none in which the public had much confidence, these

kind of securities became the natural deposits of such

accumulations of money as were not intended to be

exposed to any risks. Hence the fortunes of widows
and orphans, the capital of churches, schools, hospitals,

and charitable institutions of various descriptions,
were invested in such securities. From 1794, when the

valuations were made, the gradual rise of the prices
of the produce made the payment of the interests on

the debts very slightly burdensome ; and such was the

regularity with which the interest was paid, and such

the confidence in the security, that those Pfandbriefe

became worth a premium of ten per cent., and some-

times even of more.

At the time of the valuation, the system of duty
work, as known in France by the name of Corvees, was

granted. The taxes on the land, for the families who
fell in defence of their country in the late war, and
for such as were disabled, were not imposed; and those

for the local purposes of roads, bridges, the poor, and

other objects, were much lower than they are at pre-
sent. Whilst by gradual steps, for the last ten years,

the price of all kinds of Corn, except of Wheat, which

is the smallest portion, has fallen below those at which

the valuations were calculated in the year 1794, the

increase of taxes and of the prices of labour have been
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first twenty years could easily discharge the demands

upon them, are now become utterly unable to meet
those demands. I had heard so many tales of the dis-

tress occasioned by this course of events, that I wished
to ascertain the extent of it as accurately as possible.

Having found in Mr. Rothe, the President of West
Prussia, as well a disposition to communicate in-

formation of every kind, as the qualities of accuracy
and discrimination, I was induced to submit to him,
in writing, some Queries on this, as well as on some
other subjects, which he very politely and speedily
answered.

The replies in Appendix, Xo. 11, (A.) show, that of
262 estates, within the limits of the Landschaft's

authority, 195 are encumbered with mortgages, and

only 67 (about a quarter) are free from those incum-
brances. Of the 195 estates so incumbered, 71 were

already in a state of sequestration, a remedy to which
none of the mortgagees would have recourse but in

cases of extremity. I was more than once told, with
what truth I would hesitate to say, that most of the
(J7 large estates not appearing in the Hypothecation
books to be incumbered, had been prevented by
testamentary, or other family settlements, from being
brought within the circle of the Landschaft's valua-
tion. I was informed by an intelligent man, who
is a member of the States, that many estates have
been suffered to remain in the possession of the
nominal proprietors, because the interest of the money
lent on them ceases as soon as a process is com-
menced, and because they cannot be sold for so
much as has been advanced on them ; besides which,
when in a state of sequestration, they are so carelessly

managed by officers of the Government, that they
become from bad to worse.
The mortgagees are thus induced to leave them in

the hands of the apparent owners in the hope of a
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change of times, and from the fear of diminishing
1

,

still more, the value of their slight security. Besides'

these mortgages, which are registered in the Hypo-
thecation books of the Landschaft, many of these

large estates, when the value of the produce was

very high, were enabled to borrow on subsequent

mortgages, which, as they are of no validity till those

registered are liberated, have in many instances been
attended with a total loss to the lenders.

It is obvious, that when that which for a long
period has been deemed the most secure, if not the

only secure investment for money, becomes of no

avail, the consequence must be highly distressing \

and peculiarly so, because the principal suffering
must, of necessity, fall on those least able to contend
with the adverse circumstances in which they are

placed.
The new Proprietors, who have been raised to that

condition by the abolition of the ancient Feudal

Tenures, though they can scarcely ever want the

bare necessaries of life, have very little beyond them.

If they happen to be both industrious and economical,
their own labour, on the small portion of land which

they possess, will supply them Avith potatoes and
some little Bread Corn, as well as provision for their

two oxen. They all grow n small patch of Flax,
and some contrive to keep five or six sheep. If

disposed to labour beyond the time required for

their own land, there is a difficulty in obtaining

employment ; and in the winter months, which are

long and severely cold, no agricultural work can be

performed. The flax and the wool spun in their

cottages must supply the clothing of the family ; and
the fat of the animals they kill must be converted

into soap and candles. Meat of any kind can be

rarely afforded to be, eaten by such families ; and

only the few who are more prosperous than their

neighbours can keep a cow to supply them with milk.
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They consume nearly all they produce, and are con-

sidered happy if they have a sufficient surplus for sale

to meet the demands of a few shillings annually for the

payment of their trifling; taxes and local assessments,

it was the universal opinion of all with whom I had

any conversation on the topic, that this description

of peasants were hitherto in a worse condition than

under the old tenures ; and as this was attributed to

the depression of Agriculture, and the want of

capital, and of incitement to the large Occupiers to

employ their spare time, it was not considered .to be

an impeachment of the wisdom which had planned
and executed their emancipation.

Though the rate of Wages is very low (see

Appendix, No. 11), not averaging more than five-

pence per day, yet the day labourers who have

constant employment, with a cottage, potatoe

ground, and flax patch, are said to be somewhat
better circumstanced than those persons who have

been recently raised from the Feudal ranks to that

of Freehold proprietors.
Those labourers who are boarded in the houses of

their employers, have a sufficiency of food, consisting
of rye bread, potatoes, of buck-wheat made into

soups of various kinds ; and in many instances are

provided with meat, commonly bacon, twice a week.

The aged and infirm Poor have demanded con-

sideration only since the abolition of the feudal tenures.

Before that period, each lord considered himself

bound to assist in their support, and generally
attended to that duty, where the deficiency of means
in the power of the relations of the aged and infirm

made it requisite. A regular system of taxation for

the poor has not yet been introduced, though the first

steps towards it have been taken. The assessments

for the widows and orphans of those who fell in the

late conflicts, and for such as were disabled in the

service, has been already noticed. It is kept distinct

G
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from all other levies, and is of course gradually

diminishing in amount, as the persons entitled to

receive it are removed by death. The money re-

quisite for the other poor is supplied from local

funds, arising from general assessments, made for

the maintenance of bridges, for repair of roads,

drains, and embankments, for the support of schools,

and for some other similar purposes. The practice
of supporting the indigent is of very recent date,

and has not hitherto produced the effect of lessening
the sympathy which the needy feel for each other,

or the charity which the more affluent exercise

towards their distressed neighbours ; and the sense

of shame yet remains as a bar against application to

the communal taxes, except in the greatest extre-

mity.
A very intelligent and benevolent Nobleman, at

whose house I spent a few days, assured me, that in

the extensive, but thinly peopled district where he
had a share in the directing the assessments, and

expenditure of the local taxes, there was but one

family which subsisted wholly on those taxes ; and
that others depended on the kindness of relatives

and friends, with some occasional assistance from the

local fund.

In general the Soil of the Maritime Provinces of

Prussia is so light, that it may be easily ploughed
with Two Oxen, and those of diminished size, and

no great strength. I have not unfrequently seen, on

the smaller portions of Land, a single cow drawing
the plough ; and whilst the plough was guided by the

owner, the cow was led by his wife. The more
tenacious soils, on the banks of the streams, are

commonly but of small extent. There is indeed a

large portion of land in the Delta, formed by the

separation of the Nogat from the Vistula, between

Derschau and Marienburg, which, under a good sys-

tem of management, would be highly productive, and
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which requires greater strength to plough. There

are some others, especially near Tilsit, of less extent ;

but the whole of them, if compared with the great
extent of the surface of the country, are merely
sufficient to form exceptions to the general classifica-

tion which may be made of the soil. The various

Implements of Husbandry are quite of as low a

description as the working cattle. The ploughs are

ill constructed, with very little iron in them. The
harrows are made of wood, without any iron, even

for the tines or teeth. The waggons are mere planks,
laid on the frame loose, and resting against upright

stakes, fixed into its sides. The cattle are attached

to these implements by ropes, without leather in any

part of the harness. The use of the roller is scarcely
known ; and the clods, in preparing the fallow ground,
are commonly broken to pieces by hand with wooden
mallets. In sowing, the seed is carried in the apron,
or the skirts of the frock of the man who scatters it

on the ground.
The monied value of the Live Stock on the farms

is low. The best flocks of Merino Sheep, exclusive of

the wool, are averaged to be worth about 65. or 6s. 8c/.

per head. Cows are worth from 30*-. to 65s. A dairy
which I saw, of the best description, was let to a

dairyman at 36-v. per year. The owner told ir.e, he
valued them at 75s. per head, and thought the average

weight of the butter from each, the calf being taken

from the mother when ten days old, was about
\'2Q(bt>. each year. The variation in the price of

cows is much greater than in that of sheep, according
to their race, to the soil on which they are pastured,
and to the distance from large towns requiring sup-
plies of milk and butter. The price of hay varies,

according to the situation and quality, from 14y. to

20*. the ton.

The general burdens of the State in Prussia are

the subject of -complaints among all classes ; and
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although they may appear to us to amount to a very
small sum, rated by the number of persons, they
must be considered heavy in a country so destitute

of little other capital than that of land, now vastly

depreciated in value. The whole taxes in Prussia

amount to about 10$. per head; but the effective

value of money, in exchange for commodities, may
be considered to be double what it is with us.

Those Taxes pressing peculiarly on the land are,

first, the Grund Steuer or Land-tax. This is not,

however, imposed in each province, but only in those

where it existed before they were united to the

Prussian monarchy. This is not levied in Branden-

burg, though it is collected in each of the three

maritime provinces, which are the subjects of more
immediate consideration. This tax was designed to

be 25 per cent, on the nett value, or annual rent of

the land, and when imposed was an equable burden.

In process of time, from the improvement of some

estates, and the neglect of others, and from a variety
of other causes, that rate, which was originally equal,
has become in practice at the present day very un-

equal.
The land is divided into six classes, the rent of the

lowest of which is estimated to be about Id. per
acre, and that of the highest about 4<s. an acre. On
this amount the tax is 25 per cent., and averages in

the three maritime provinces somewhat less than 3d.

per acre. The gross amount collected in the three

provinces annually, according to Hassel, is about

.265,000 sterling.

The local taxes, which have been already noticed,

do not fall wholly on the land. That for the dis-

abled soldiers, and the families of such as fell in the

conflicts, is in part borne by the cities and towns,

though the chief weight falls on the land. The

same, in some measure, is the case respecting the

tax for roads, bridges, schools, and the poor. These
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are various in different districts, so that it is impossi-
ble to form any general estimate of their amount.

In some parts of the country, I was told, that the

local taxes were equal to the Grand Steuer in their

district ; in some, that it was higher ; and in others,

that it did not amount to one-tenth. Among the

cultivators, I heard much complaint of the heavy
tax on the distilleries. As far as the tax operates to

diminish the consumption of the Grain, or other

products of the land from which spirits may be ex-

tracted, it is a burden on the land ; but I have reason

to believe that, from the mode in which the tax is

collected, those who have distilleries on their farms,

by paying the tax at a high degree of strength, and

supplying it to the retailers at a lower strength, are

so far from being aggrieved, that they are really

benefited by the tax.

The village Clergy have commonly a house, some

glebe land, and a fixed annual portion of Corn, which
in most cases is delivered to them by the lord, in

pursuance of an ancient arrangement. The quantity
has been long since defined, and not being subject to

any alteration is scarcely ever spoken of as a burden
on the land.

The other taxes bear no more on the persons em-

ployed in agriculture than on those engaged in pur-
suits of a different kind. They are chiefly on the

consumption of foreign commodities attaching to the

consumers, from whatever sources they may draw the

revenues by which they are enabled to indulge in the

use of them.

The Military Service is extremely onerous, as

every young man is compelled to serve three years,
from the age of twenty to twenty-four, as a soldier.

This, though not precisely a tax, and not peculiar to

the agricultural class, is a burden which perhaps
presses as much on the productive industry of the

country, as the heavier taxes that are collected in
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other countries. To this must be added the quarter-

ing of the troops, who are billeted on private
houses; and however well discipline may be main-

tained amongst them, must be a great annoyance,
and in most cases an expense, which, though appa-

rently trifling in amount, becomes weighty to those

whose means of supporting it are small.

In a country where four-fifths of the inhabitants

subsist wholly by producing food, and depend for the

conveniences besides bare food, on the price whicli

they can obtain for their surplus, the low rate at

which that surplus can be disposed of must be felt and
observed in every rank of society.
The Scale of Living in the country we are consi-

dering, corresponds with the low prices of the objects
in which their labour is employed. The working
class of the inhabitants, amounting in the maritime

provinces to upwards of a million, including both

those who work for daily wages and those who culti-

vate their own little portions of land, cannot be com-

pared to any class of persons in England. This large

description of the inhabitants live in dwellings pro-
vided with few conveniences, on the lowest and
coarsest food ; potatoes, or rye or buck wheat, 'are

their chief, and frequently their only food; linen,

from flax of their own growth, and wool, spun by
their own hands, both coarse and both worn as long
as they will hold together, furnish their dress ; whilst

an earthen pot that will bear fire, forms one of the

most valuable articles of their furniture.

As fuel is abundant, they are warmed more by
close stoves than by the shelter of their wooden or

mud houses covered by shingles, which admit the

piercing cold of the severe weather through abundant

crevices. If they have bees and a plot of chicory,

their produce serves as a substitute for sugar and

coffee ; but too often these must be sent to market to

raise the scanty pittance which the tax-gatherer de-
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mauds. Though the price of whiskey is low, yet the

farm produce is still lower; and neither that, nor the

bad beer which is commonly brewed, can be afforded

by the peasantry as an usual drink.

In common seasons this description of people suffer

much in the winter ; but in times of scarcity, such as

followed the disastrous harvest of 1816, their distress

and their consequent mortality is largely increased.

It is not intended to insinuate that all the small

farmers are in the circumstances here described. In

some situations there is a most pleasing difference ;

on the banks of the Oder, below Kustrin, a colony is

established on a rich tract of land, called the Xeide-

rung, recovered by embankment from the river. The

inhabitants were invited here on account of a perse-

cution of the Protestants in Bavaria and the Palati-

nate, during the reign of Frederick the Great. They
are exempt from most burdens, the soil is highly

fertile, and the district more resembles some parts of

Flanders than the other districts of Prussia. The

properties are from six to twenty acres, but subdi-

viding as the population increases, as each of the sons

share the land alike. It is thickly peopled, and most

of the produce is consumed on the spot where it

grows.
A similar district near Dantzic, on the banks of the

Vistula, called the Neherung, exhibits a similar pic-

ture. The chief inhabitants are a religious sect,

called Menonites, whose principles forbid them to

become soldiers, from which they are excused, on

condition of paying a higher rate of taxation.

On the banks of the Xiemen, and in some other

spots, are similar groupes of small occupiers in tole-

rably easy circumstances. They are, however, not a

thirtieth part of the whole of the class, and where

they occur are only exceptions to the general de-

scription.

As these people happen to be placed in spots of
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rai'e fertility, to be freed from some imposts, and to

be distinguished by their sobriety, industry, and

economy, they are going on increasing in numbers

till, in a few years, the division of land will be so

great as to cause the necessity of removal to less

peopled districts.

The representation of the distressed state of the

agricultural inhabitants of this part of the Prussian

dominions, which has been here given, receives con-

firmation from the proceedings of the Landschaft, or

assembly of the provisional States of Prussia in their

last session. The address of the Assembly has not

been made public, but is said to have been framed in

very melancholy strains, and to have urged the King
to take some measures of a decided nature, respect-

ing the introduction of British goods, in order to

induce our Government to make some alteration in

the Corn Laws. Whatever may have been the re-

presentation of the States, the reply of the King,
which has been published, gives an air of probability
to the rumours, that it had an object, in some degree,
of this kind.

" With regard to the prayer for an intercession
" with the English Government to repeal the Corn
"

Bill, his Majesty expressed a hope, that to improve
" the intercourse between the two nations, a change
"

will take place in the English Corn Laws."

Berlin, 26th November, 1825, from the Hamburgh
paper, The Correspondent.
One of the effects of the agricultural distress,

which was visible in the condition of the Inhabitants,

seemed to be a decrease in the cultivation of Bread

Corn.

The replies of the President Rothe (see Appendix,
No. 11, B.) show that on six farms, amounting

together to 10,390 acres, of which eight years ago
6,926 acres were cultivated with Grain, there are at

present only 4,864 acres applied to that purpose,
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Mr. Gibson, His Majesty's consul at Dantzic, states

in a letter received since my return, dated 24th

November, 1825, that the
"
cultivation of Wheat has

been much circumscribed of late years ;
and that it

will take much time to extend it
; that flax is culti-

vated now to a much greater degree than formerly in

East, and parts of West Prussia ; that the export of

butter is increasing very much; that rape seed is

attracting much attention ; and that these circum-

stances, with the breeding of sheep, will further'

operate in diminishing the production of Grain." It

appears too by the official returns of Exports (see

Appendix, No. 10,) that the excess of exports of

Corn in the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, had much
declined from those of former years ; and that in the

year 1824, the maritime provinces of Prussia, instead

of having any surplus of Wheat, imported 47,23(>

quarters more than they exported. This quantity

may probably have been added to the former accumu-
lation ; but. if so, it is still evidence of a decline in the

actual produce of Wheat in the Prussian territories.

Those Prussian provinces to which my chief atten-

tion was directed, have never been manufacturing
districts, although they have, during a long series of

years, made both linen and woollen cloths for their

own use. They have had rather domestic labour,
than any establishment for the purpose ; of late,

however, attempts have commenced upon a larger
scale, and projects were in agitation of various kinds,
for making woollens and cottons in manufactories

where the aid of machinery was to be applied. The
chief inducement to these attempts was the low price
of provisions, and the consequent expectation of a
low rate of labour. They were, however, but

attempts, and were not viewed with any very pro-

mising expectations by the persons I had any oppor-
tunity of conversing with on the subject. They
seem to be rather the creations of the Government,

H
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than the spontaneous issue of the deliberate calcula-

tions of capitalists, seeking for beneficial modes of

employing their money.
The only kind of goods that I heard of, cal-

culated for distant markets, are some made of the

native coarse wool, dyed deep blue,, trials to introduce

which have been made in England. These are made

by some small farmers who were employed in the

summer on the land. They are made out of 181bs.

or 201bs. of wool, worth about six-pence per pound.
The spinning is performed by the females of the

family, whilst the father weaves them. It employs
him three days to weave a piece, which is about six-

teen yards in length, and 42 inches wide. The
value of his day's work was stated to be nine-pence,
thus making that part of the labour which he executed,
to be 2v. 3d. The fulling is performed at a public

mill, and the finishing and dying is executed in Ber-

lin, by persons who send their agents to the farm houses

to collect the cloths in their rough state. I was told

that these kind of cloths might be afforded in London,
at little more than 2*. per yard, and were calculated

for negro clothing. As the spinning is the most ma-
terial part of the labour, and that is performed at

leisure time, the maker's gain is the whole of that, as

the time would be otherwise unemployed. Manu-
factures of this kind are useful in the state of society

which exists where these goods are fabricated, but

the limits to their extension are necessarily very
confined.

I have no reason to think that hitherto the low

price of Corn has had the effect of lowering the price
of manufacturing labour, in any degree approaching
to the depression which the products of the soil have

experienced. In the building of Ships, which is in-

deed the chief manufactory of the maritime provinces,
the rates of wages have very considerably fallen ; not,

indeed, so much as bread, but to an extent that has
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English houses to contract for the building of Prussian

vessels to be employed in distant voyages.
The effect, however, of the low prices of agricul-

tural produce, is more experienced in the Provisions

for the Crew, than in the cost of the constructions of

the ships. This may be seen in the cost of the food

for a Prussian ship in the Appendix, No. 13. It is

true that our seamen are accustomed to better food
than the Prussians, but their superior professional
skill makes up for the difference. Besides, as the

Baltic is frozen several months in the year, the loss of

time seems to lie more than a compensation for the

differences in the price of food.

In pursuance of the instructions that were given to

me by your Lordships, I made every attempt in my
power to ascertain the actual cost of the Wheat to

the growers of that Grain in Prussia. Whoever has
made similar attempts in this country, however well
he may have been acquainted with all the practical
details, even if he could obtain, with most scrupulous
-accuracy, the amount of seed sown and harvested,
has found them attended with such difficulties, as to

afford no great degree of confidence in the results

obtained.

Thus, for instance, in our common four years'
course of Turnips, Barley, Clover, and Wheat, though
it may be easy to ascertain the whole expenditure in

rent, taxes, labour, manure, interest of capital, and
deterioration in the working cattle and utensils during
the four years, yet scarcely any two persons will agree
in the apportioning that expenditure to each of the
four crops. The relative value of those crops to one
another, will vary in every year ; one will be good,
another indifferent, another very bad. The value of
the feed to the cattle fed on the' produce of the first

and third years, will be very differently estimated by
different persons. The proportions of the expense of
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the several crops, according to the arbitrary rules of

adjustment, which the individual making the calcula-

tion has formed in his own mind from his own local

and particular observation.

It is an easy task, if farming accounts are regularly

kept, to ascertain, at the end of the four years, how
much has been gained or lost during the rotation ;

but the distribution of that loss or gain is subject to

so many variations of opinion, and so many vicissitudes

depending on situation, soil, and weather, as to pre-
vent reliance from being placed on any estimate of the

real cost of either one of the descriptions of Grain.

The same obstacles will present themselves to the

attainment of accuracy, where any other rotation of

crops is adopted.
If the difficulty is thus great in attaining, or even

approximating to certainty in the cost price of any
particular description of Corn in this country, it may
well be deemed much more bold to hazard an opinion
on that subject, in a foreign country, where many
circumstances which can be but imperfectly known to

a stranger and temporary visitor, may have a power-
ful influence.

I received many statements from the different per-
sons with whom I conversed on the subject, as to

what they considered to be the actual cost, in a num-
ber of years, of Wheat and other Corn. These, as

may be supposed, widely varied from each other.

Although I was fully convinced that for several years
the loss on the mass of agricultural products through-
out the maritime provinces of Prussia, has been very

great ; and that, instead of leaving any thing for rent,

that has been much more than absorbed, yet I could

place no reliance on the accuracy of any statements

which attempted to define the exact limits of the loss

on each kind of Corn.

In founding a calculation on the answers of Presi-
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ilent Rothe, though I give to that gentleman'* facts

the most implicit confidence, yet I should hesitate, if

he had stated what was the cost price of Wheat and

Rye, to yield to him the same assent. I have no doubt,

however, he is accurate in stating, that the loss on

the corn grown in the year 1824, without allowing

any tiling for rent, was 20 per cent. According to

the paper in Appendix, No. 11, the price at which
the wheat on the estate described was sold, in the

year 1824 when the crops were good, was one thaler

and a half per scheffel, or three shillings per bushel,

by which a loss of 20 per cent, was incurred, besides

the whole of the rent, according to which the cost

price to the farmer would be about 28$. 9^
quarter on the spot.

s. d.

Sale price 3s. per bushel, or per quarter 24 -

Loss, estimated at 20 per cent. - - - 49
28 9

Allowance for Rent, calculated at ^ of) o Q
the gross proceeds

- - - - -
j

Which would make the cost - 31 -

If to this be added,

Shipping charge, and merchant's com-^ _

mission or profit
------

j

Freight, primage, and insurance to London 8 -

Lighterage, landing charge, and com- ) i *

mission in England - - - -
)

The costs of Wheat may be in some degree approxi-
mated to, by ascertaining the selling prices for a

series of years. If that series be short, it may be

affected by various intervening events, such as war,

invasion, or deficient harvests ; but, by being spread
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over a long series, the effect of adventitious circum-
stances became lessened. It is reasonable to calculate,

that in a long series, the profit on Corn cannot be
much above that on other branches of industry in the

same country. If the profits on raising Corn are

much above those of other occupations, an increased

quantity, to the production of which the augmented
capital might contribute, would cause the price to

fall ; if those profits were much lower, a diminution of

supply, to which the loss of capital would contribute,
would tend to raise the prices.

Although, from the fluctuation in the productive-
ness of different years, Corn is less subject to the general
abstract principles by which supply and demand, as

regards other commodities, are regulated, in a short

period, yet in a long period, such as thirty or forty

years, or longer, it also must be governed by
them.

Without going back to the long List of Prices for

the last hundred and sixty years, (for which, see Ap-
pendix, No. 24.) we may adopt that which begins in

1791, and ends in 1825, (Appendix, No. 13) ; for five

of those years no prices are given, because the ports
were shut. The Average of the whole of these

Years, taking the lowest and highest price of each

year, and disregarding the difference of the quantities
sold in the several years, gives the Price at 45,9. lid.

per quarter. The largest quantity was sold in the

years when the price was highest, being probably
the stocks which had accumulated during the years
of low prices. The price of those years may there-

fore be considered as speculating prices. If the

years 1800, 1801, 1805, 1817, and 1818 be struck

out, the average price of the thirty remaining years
will be 33*. 6d. If we suppose a profit to be made
of ten per cent, by the dealers in Corn, these thirty

years will give, as the cost price to the grower, after

paying rent, a price nearly approaching to that which
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is "given before, as calculated on the data furnished

by President Rothe.

Without placing much reliance on it, yet some

corroboration is received, by the market prices of

Berlin, for the last eleven years, where the average

price of the best Polish Wheat has been 36,$. 6d.

or about ten per cent, higher than the average of

Dantzic, for the thirty years to which we have re-

ferred. This may be accounted for, partly by the

quality of the Wheat, and partly from the additional

conveyance, and consequent expenses. The Returns

from Berlin, taken on St. Martin's day, in each year
from 1774 to 1824, (for which, see Appendix, No.

17,) give, as the average price for the fifty years, 34s.

6V/. As the best of the Wheat is probably brought
to the capital, some allowance must be made for the

superior quality, and also something for the profit of

the dealers through whose hands it has passed.
This will bring it sufficiently near to the price here

assumed, to give probability to the calculation.

Although, since the return of peace, no alleviation

of the public contributions has been applied, and
no diminution of the other subjects of expenditure
which compose the cost of growing Corn, has been

experienced, yet the contrast between the first and
last five years since that event took place, in the

prices of Corn, is so striking, that it deserves to be

noticed. In Dantzic, the average of the five years,
from 1816 to 1820 inclusive, gives for Wheat 54s.

5d. per quarter, and that for the years 1821 to 1825

inclusive, 26s. 2d. In Berlin the average for the

first five years, is 46s. 4d. and for the second 26s. 7d.

THE far greater part of that division of ancient

Poland, which is now comprehended in the viceregal

kingdom of that name, is a level country, with

scarcely an ascent or descent, except where the



60

Bourses of the rivers have formed channels below the

general level of the country. As these rivers, though
in summer they appear small streams, are swollen by
the rains of autumn, and the melting of the snow on
the Carpathian mountains in the spring, they form

large channels, extending on both sides to a great
distance ; and their deposit, in many parts, enriches

the land, and it presents, in the summer, the aspect
of verdant and luxuriant meadows. In other parts
the periodical swellings of the streams have formed

morasses, which in their present state are not appli-
cable to any agricultural purposes. The plains which
extend from the borders of one river to another, are

open fields, with scarcely any perceptible division of

the land, and showing scarcely any trees even around
the villages. The portion of woodland on these

plains is very extensive ; but they are in large masses,
with great intervals of arable land between them.

The Soil is mostly sandy, \vith occasional mixture

of a sandy loam ; it is very thin, resting chiefly on a

bed of granite, through which the heavy rains gra-

dually percolate. Such a soil is easily ploughed ;

sometimes two horses or two oxen, and not unfre-

quently two cows, perform this and the other opera-
tions of husbandry.

This representation of the kingdom of Poland is

strictly applicable to six of the eight waiwoodships
or provinces into which it is now divided.

To the south of the river Pilica, which compre-
hends the two provinces of Sandomir and Cracow,
the appearance of the land, and the face of the coun-

try, improve ; and in proceeding south to the banks

of the Vistula, there is to be seen a more undulating
district and a more tenacious and fruitful soil. Much
of the land is a clayey loam, requiring three or four

horses to plough it, yielding, when tolerably managed,

crops of excellent Wheat and Oats ; and where the

husbandry is so good as to have adopted the practice
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.t -owing Clover between the two Corn crops, the

produce is very abundant.

The southern point of this district, forming now
an independent Republic, called from the name of its

capital, Cracow, is very fertile. It extends along the

Vistula about 20 miles, and contains, in 500 square
miles or 320,000 acres, about 100,000 inhabitants.

Some of the Estates in Poland, belonging to the

nobility of the highest rank, are of enormous extent ;

but owing to the system of dividing the land among
all the children, unless a special entail secures a

majorat to the eldest son, which is in some few
instances the case, much of it is possessed in allot-

ments, which we should deem large ; but which, on
account of their low value, and when compared with
those of a few others, are not so. Of these secondary
classes of estates, 5 or 6,000 acres would be deemed
small, and 30 or 40,000 acres large.
There are, besides these, numerous small properties,

some of a few acres, which, by frequent subdivisions,
have descended to younger branches of noble fami-

lies. The present owners are commonly poor, but
too proud to follow any profession but that of a

soldier, and prefer to labour in the fields with their

own hands rather than to engage in trade of any
kind. As titles descended to every son, and are

continued through all the successors, the nobility
have naturally become very numerous ; but since the

Emperor of Russia has gained the dominion over

Poland, the use of titles has been restricted. Xo one
can assume that of baron, unless his clear income
from his estates exceed 1,000 gulden or 2.5/. ; none
that of count, whose rents are less than 3,000 gulden
or 75/. ; and none that of prince, who has less than

5,000 gulden or 125
The whole of the lands are made alienable, and

may now be purchased by persons of any rank, and
are actually held by some who are burghers or

i



peasants ; the Jews alone are prohibited from becom-

ing proprietors of the soil, though they have very
numerous mortgages upon it. When they foreclose,

the lands must consequently be sold ; and as these

Jews, the monied capitalists, cannot become pur-

chasers, the prices they yield are very trifling.

The most numerous class of Cultivators are Pea-

sants; they have a limited property in the lands

which they occupy, and the cottages in which they

live, under the condition of working a stipulated
number of days in each week, on their lord's demesne,
and paying specified quantities of produce, such as

poultry, eggs, yarn, and other things, in conformity
with ancient usage.
The extent of these holdings vary, according to the

quality of the land, and the quantity of duty work,
or of payments in kind, which are to be fulfilled.

On a large property which I examined, the pea-
sants had about forty-eight acres of land each, for

which they were bound to work for two days in

every week with two oxen. If their labour was
farther required, they were paid three-pence per day
for two other days, and if beyond that number, six-

pence per day. On another property, I found the

peasants had about thirty-six acres, for which they
worked two days in each week, with two oxen ;

when called upon for extra labour, they are paid six-

pence a day for themselves and oxen for the next two

days, or if they work without their oxen, threepence.
If their labour is demanded the remaining two

days in the week, the sum to be paid is made the

subject of a special agreement; on one estate, the

peasants had but twenty-four acres, and did one

day's work themselves, with one horse ; the rest of

their labour was paid for in money, by agreement
made at the time it was required. Another pro-

prietor, on land somewhat exhausted, granted to

each of his peasants more than fifty acres of land,
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for which they worked with two horses, three days

in a week. It would be easy to give instances of

more various rates of duty work, and of the quantity

of land which is appropriated for its performance.
Some are of a luxurious and of a ludicrous kind. I

was told that the inhabitants of two whole villages,

near a princely domain, hold their lands on condition

of employing a certain number of days in each week,

in cleaning the walks, and keeping in good order the

pleasure grounds, which surround the vast castle of

their benevolent and hospitable lord.

In general, this Peasantry is in a condition of

great distress, and involved in debt to their lord.

They are no longer slaves, or adstricti gleb<r. By
the constitution promulgated in 1791, they were de-

clared free, and that part of the Constitution suffered

no alteration under the dominion of the Russians and

Prussians ; was confirmed when the king of Saxony
became Sovereign; and was again assured in 1815,

when the Emperor of Russia was enthroned as King
of Poland.

The practical effects of the privileges thus granted
have hitherto been very inconsiderable. The pea-
sants can leave their land, but must first acquit the

pecuniary demands of their lords. Few are able to

do this, as most of them are in arrears. The lords

must supply them with their oxen, in case one dies ;

their plough and other implements must be furnished

to them by him ; and in years of scarcity they be-

come involved in debt, for the requisite subsistence

of themselves and their cattle. This, together with

local attachments, and the habit of respect for their

feudal Superior, has, in general, prevented the pea-
sants from wandering away from the houses of their

fathers, and from the protection of their chief. It

thus rarely happens that the peasants quit the estates

on which they have been born ; and the instances

that do occur, are chieflv to be attributed to the em-
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barrassed circumstances into which their lord may
fall. A declining property produces a necessitous

peasantry, and such may sometimes be induced to

try their fortune under another proprietor.
A gentleman with whom I formed an acquaint-

ance, had been compelled to take an estate which
was mortgaged to him. He found no peasants on
it ; the land was neglected, and the buildings dilapi-
dated. As no tenant would take it at any rent, he

was under the necessity of farming it. To induce

peasants to come to him, he granted them a larger

portion of land than was customary on that quality
of soil, built them houses, supplied them with oxen
and implements, sowed the corn of the first year, and
fed them till it was fit to be converted into food. By
these means, though he was enabled to get his labour

performed, yet he assured me it was by persons of

the least skill, industry, and sobriety.
The want of peasantry is a general subject of com-

plaint, especially among those (who are the far greater

number) whose estates are loaded with mortgages or

other incumbrances ; such sometimes lose them, but

cannot command the means of inducing new ones to

settle on the lands.

Though no longer slaves, the condition of the pea-
sants is but little practically improved Jpy the change
that has been made in their condition. When a

transfer is made, either by testament or conveyance,
the persons of the peasantry are not indeed expressly

conveyed, but their services are, and in many in-

stances are the most valuable part of the property.
It is said, that when the Freedom of the Peasants

was first decreed, it was viewed by them with great
distrust. They were alarmed with the apprehension,
that in age or sickness, or other incapacity, they
should be abandoned by their lords, and left to perish

in want. By the form that society has taken in the

course, of the thirty-four years that have passed since
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the alteration was enacted, their alarms have been dis-

pelled ; and the same acts of kindness being exercised

in most cases as \vere formerly customary, they can

perceive no alteration in their condition, that is,

either materially more beneficial or injurious to them.

These people live in Wooden Huts, covered with

thatch or shingles, consisting of one room with a

stove, around which the inhabitants and their cattle

crowd together, and where the most disgusting kinds

of filthiness are to be seen. Their common Food is,

cabbage, potatoes sometimes, but not generally, pease,
black bread, and soup, or rather gruel, without the

addition of butter or meat. Their chief Drink is

water, or the cheap whiskey of the country, which is

the only luxury of the peasants ; and is drunk, when-
ever they can obtain it, in enormous quantities. They
use much salt with their vegetable food, and in spite

of the heavy tax on that commodity, can never dis-

pense with the want of it at their meals. I was in-

formed, arid saw reason to credit the accounts, that

when the peasants brought to the market towns their

trifling quantities of produce, a part of the money
was first used to purchase salt, and the rest spent in

whiskey, in a state of intoxication that commonly
endured till the exhaustion of the purse had restored

them to sobriety. In their houses they have little

that merits the name of furniture; and their clothing
is coarse, ragged, and filthy, even to disgust.

Very little attention has been paid to their Edu-
cation, and they are generally ignorant, superstitious,
and fanatical. They observe about twenty Holidays
in the year, besides the Sundays ; and pass much of

their time in pilgrimages to some favourite shrine, in

counting beads, and similar superstitious occupatiens.
This Representation of the condition and character

of the Peasantry, though general, cannot be con-

sidered so universal as to admit of no exceptions;
rare instances of perseverance in economy, in-
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dustry, and temperance, are to be found ; and unfa-
vourable as their circumstances may be for the crea-

tion of such habits, they are here attended by the

usual correspondent results. Some few peasants have
been enabled to gain three or four allotments, and to

employ their sons or hired servants to work for

them ; and there are instances of such persons making
a still further progress, and being enabled to purchase
estates for themselves. Such cases as these, how-

ever, occur so rarely, that though they produce indi-

vidual comfort and wealth, they have no perceptible
influence on the general mass of society, or on the

surplus quantity of agricultural productions.
As may be naturally inferred, from the system

under which labour is applied to the land, that labour

is performed in the most negligent and slovenly man-
ner possible. No manager of a large estate can have
his eye constantly on every workman ; and when no

advantage is gained by care in the work, it will na-

turally be very imperfectly executed. All the Opera-
tions ofHusbandry struck me to be very ill performed :

the ploughing is very shallow and irregular ; the har-

rows with wooden tines do not penetrate sufficient to

pull up weeds in fallowing ; the roller is almost un-

known ; and thus the land is filled with weeds of all

descriptions. I observed the same want of attention

in threshing; and it appeared to me that a much

greater proportion of the grain was left among the

straw, than in that which has passed under an English
flail. In short, the natural effects of the system of

ditty work was visible in the \vhole of the administra-

tion of the large estates where it is followed, with

the exception of those few proprietors who have in-

telligent and active managers, and are free from pe-

cuniary embarrassments.

The common Course of Cropping is, the old system
of a whole year's fallow, followed by winter corn,

and that by summer corn, and then a fallow again
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Thus one third of the land bears nothing. The
winter crop in the northern part of Poland consists

of Wheat and Rye ; the Proportion of the latter to

the former, is nearly as nine to one, and the Wheat

enjoys the benefit of what little manure is preserved.
Thus the Wheat actually cultivated, does not occupy
more than one thirtieth part of the arable land. In

the southern part of the kingdom, the Wheat bears

a larger proportion to the Rye, amounting, on the

more tenacious soils, to a fifth, and even in some

cases, to a fourth part of the Rye.
The statements I could collect, and my own obser-

vations, led me to conclude the stock of cattle to be

very small, in proportion to the extent of land, and

to the number of inhabitants. The Government of

Poland has not collected those statistical facts, which

are so regularly registered by the Prussian, and some
other of the governments of Germany ; where they
have been collected, as in the case of the population
of the year 1817, I believe but little accuracy is to

be discovered. I found, in a conversation with one
of the ministers, to whose immediate department it

belonged, that no great dependence could be placed
on the census of that year.

In the absence of more recent authority, I avail

myself of a Prussian document, which shows the

numbers of the different kinds of cattle in the Pro-

vinces of Plock, in Poland, when it was under the

dominion of that Power. I have no reason to sus-

pect the accuracy of this official statement, or to be-

lieve that this province is not equal in live stock to

the average of he whole kingdom. I was told there

was in the province of Podolachia, a greater number
of black cattle, and in the province of Lublin, a greater
number of sheep than in Plock ; but those provinces
were represented to me as deficient in other cattle,

the former having fewer sheep, the latter fewer cows.

In the year 1803, the returns from Plock were
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thus : 45,028 horses arid colts ; 196,540 oxen, cows,
and young cattle ; 194,133 sheep and lambs ; 95,634
swine.

The extent of this province is nearly one-fourth

of that of the three maritime provinces of Prussia ;

and thinly as those are stocked with cattle, in com-

parison with England, it will be seen, by the follow-

ing Statement, how much they exceed that of the

district in question :

Prussian Polish
Maritime Provinces. Province of Plork.

Horses and Colts - 1 to 42 Acres. 1 to 106

Oxen, Cows, and Calves 1 to 18 do. 1 to 24

Sheep and Lambs - 1 to 10 do. 1 to 24
Swine ----- 1 to 35 do. 1 to 52

If it be considered, that since the year in which the

facts exhibited in this Statement were collected, the

country has suffered severely from being the theatre

of war, from three changes of sovereigns, and from the

low prices of all produce, it will scarcely appear pro-
bable that it has so increased in wealth as to have

added materially to its stock of cattle, or even to have

kept up that stock to the standard which it had
reached before those visitations. It appears by the

Statistical Account of the Lordship of Pulaway and

Konskowla, in the province of Lublin, which is consi-

dered to be one of the best managed estates in Poland,

consisting of 119?232 English acres, that the stock of

cattle, including those of the proprietor and his sub-

jects or tenants, is somewhat below what the Prussian

accounts show of the average of the province of Plock,

in the year 1803. It appears to be (see Appendix,
No. 18) thus:

Acres.

1 Cow or Ox to 26|
1 Sheep or Lamb to ----- 19- -V *

1 Horse to 156
1 Pig to 146
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No country can Ije much better adapted for the

breeding of sheep than the greater part of the king-
dom of Poland. Wherever it is attended to with due
skill it is found to be beneficial

; but the poverty of
the Landholders, and their want of knowledge of the

advantages to be derived from that kind of live stock,

keep them from devoting their land to their propa-
gation.
A very intelligent Physician, a native of Germany,

whose acquaintance I had the pleasure to make in

Poland, and who devotes the money acquired by his

medical practice to the purchase and the cultivation
of land, told me that he purchased, four or five years
before, a flock of fine-wooled sheep of Saxon electoral

breed; that he had already sold in fleeces and lambs
as much as had replaced the whole capital expended,
and had at present double the number which he had
originally purchased. This striking instance of suc-
cess, in an experiment of rural economy, is known to
most of the cultivators ; and yet it has been able to

produce such few followers, that I was assured there
were yet in Poland only two other flocks of unmixed
fine-wooled Merino sheep. This gentleman was one
of the first that had cultivated green crops on an
extensive scale for feeding sheep; and though the
benefit of it was obvious, both in the produce of the
wool, and the increase of the quantity and quality of
his Corn, it has had but little influence hitherto on the
conduct of others, and that little is confined to a small

spot near the capital.
Of the sheep in Poland, the best are those in the

province of Lublin
; but they are very far inferior to

the breed of Saxony. The cows are a smallish race,
and generally kept in bad condition, both as to food
and cleanliness. They are for the most part stall fed,
but from negligence yield very little butter, and no
tolerable cheese.

With the exception of a part of the two southern-

K
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mdst provinces, as before noticed, the Soil of Poland
is of such a thin nature, that where it is moderately
farmed, it can scarcely be made to bear a medium

crop of Wheat more frequently than once in nine

years. I examined a farm in the province of Lublin,
the proprietor of which is in easy circumstances, and

possesses several other estates. The extent of this

farm is about 5,500 acres. The live stock consisted

of sixty milch cows, which are let to a dairyman at

about 19-?. per year each; some few young cattle,

eight or nine horses, and between five and six hundred

sheep. The ploughing is performed by two oxen, for

which, and for his own labour two days in each week,
the peasant has a house, firing, and about forty acres

of land, to which the manure made by his oxen is

applied. About 2,000 acres are in this way in the

occupation of the peasants. The manure, therefore,

of the cows, sheep, and horses, is applicable to the

lord's portion of somewhat more than 8,000 acres,

and supplies it with more liberality than is practised
on any other land near it. The whole is under the

plough ; there is neither meadow nor permanent pas-
ture. The Rotation of Crops is as follows : the first

year a clean fallow, three or four times ploughed ; the

second year Potatoes are planted; the third year
Wheat is sown, and in the following spring Clover

amongst it. The fourth and fifth years the Clover is

either made into Hay, or used for the stall-fed cows

and the horses, or fed on the land by the sheep ; the

sixth year, Pease or Buck Wheat is grown ; then it is

fallowed for a year ; and the eighth year a crop of Rye
is grown ; and the ninth, or last year of the course, the

land is sown with Barley, Oats, and Buck Wheat.
On this, which is considered a pattern farm, on

which I have reason to believe the increase is greater
than on any other in the district, the seed and pro-

duce are as follows : Potatoes, about twenty bushels

to the acre planted, and about two hundred bushels
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raised ; Wheat, two bushels soyvn, and from sixteen

to twentv reaped; Rye, two bushels sown, and from

twelve to fifteen reaped; Buck Wheat, three bushels

sown, and from ten to fifteen harvested. The Barley
and Oats scarcely yield four times the quantity
toured ; manure is applied after the Potatoes for the

Wheat ; the latter have the benefit of the fallowing,
and the former of the manure. The manager, who

a man of skill, thought that when they had more

cattle, and consequently more manure, he should be

disposed to try the plan of sowing Wheat once in

seven, or even in six years, if the future prices of that

grain should present sufiicient inducement. This farm

is one of the few in which ail the labour, except that

of the oxen and their drivers, is paid for in money,
and not in produce. The common plan of threshing,
is to give the thresher a certain proportion of the

Corn. This varies with the productive nature of the

soil and the season, from the fourteenth to the

eighteenth bushel. Here it was paid for at the rate

of a florin, a trifle less thau sixpence, for the korzec, a

Polish measure, somewhat more than three bushels

and a quarter; the mowing, reaping, and other kinds

of labour, were agreed for, at proportionably low

.prices.

Although this estate is well managed, and no rent

is paid for it, I was induced to believe the assurance

which was given to me, that it had not yielded any
Revenue to the Proprietor, in the last four or five

years, in his joint capacity of owner and farmer. He
had, however, a Distillery, and near it is a village,
with some establishments, on a small scale, for making
coarse Woollen Cloths. There is no duty on the

Whiskey sold in country places; and the supply of

that commodity in the neighbourhood, which is rather

populous, leaves a profit, though not equal to the

interest of the capital invested in the land, the farming
stock and utensils, and the erection of the distillery.
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I have dwelt the longer on the circumstances of

this particular farm, not because it may be considered

as showing the average increase on the usual scale of

farming, but because the accounts of the receipt and

expenditure, both in money and produce, are kept
with great regularity. In the generality of farms

which are under inferior management, the increase

would be found much below the rate which is stated

in the farm whose management I have described. If

I were to generalize the whole of Poland, except the

southern parts of the province of Sandomir and

Cracow, I should not estimate the produce of Grain

to be more, if so much, as two-thirds of that which

appeared to be raised on the estate in question. In

thus estimating, I should depend not only on my own
observation on the state of growing crops, and of

those which were being harvested, but on the opinion
of the persons best qualified to judge, by being in the

habit of looking at the amount of produce, upon a

large scale, and by being furnished with the best

means of judging the average of the whole.

With that description of persons, including the

chiefs of several departments of the Government, the

prevailing opinion was, that the average produce of

Wheat was not more than fourteen bushels ; of Rye,
ten ; of Barley, fourteen ; of Oats and of Buck Wheat,
from eight to ten to the acre. Although the southern

parts of Sandomir and Cracow yielded rather more,

yet their Corn, being celebrated for its excellent

quality rather than for its much greater produce, and

extending to but a small proportion of the whole even

of those provinces, it was not calculated that it would
have the effect of raising the average of the whole

kingdom, in any sensible degree, above the rate here

stated.

Upon this subject, I could have wished to have

been enabled to give statistical details, rather than my
own estimates, Or those of persons better acquainted,
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than any foreigner can be, with the state of the

country. If I had met with any agricultural writings

expressly Polish, and had understood the language, I

might have gleaned from them some facts to rectify,

or to corroborate the estimate of the actual acreable

produce of Grain ; but as every manager of a farm,
that I met with, understands the German language,
and obtained whatever knowledge books could give
him, from the writers of that nation, there is little

inducement to compose works in Polish, on such sub-

jects ; and the German authors, though very accurate

and copious in their statistical reports of their several

districts, can know little, and can have no inducement
to learn much, of the statistical details of Polish agri-
culture.

The managers of the farms of the greater nobles

are commonly men of good education, as well as good
manners, having been most of them officers in the

army ; and I found them well acquainted with the

agricultural writings of Thaer, Schwartz, and other

Germans; and by means of German translations, with
those of Arthur Young, Sir Humphrey Davy, and
other Englishmen. Being almost cut off from society,
and the sports of the field not being, as with us, an

object that engages much attention, they have recourse

to books to relieve their solitude in the long nights of

their tremendous winters.

Having noticed the Two Provinces which yielded
the best Wheat, it may not be useless to observe, in

addition, that but some small portions of each are

highly productive, and those at that extremity of the

kingdom which is the farthest removed from the ports
in the Baltic, at which alone their Corn can be shipped
for this country.

I first entered the province of Sandomir from that
of Massovia, and went through it, by the towns of
Kozience and Granica, till I reached the Vistula, and
crossed it at Pulaway. In this route there was no-
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tiling in the face of the country, or in the appearance
of the Crops, to distinguish them from those of the

other parts I had noticed. On my way from the

province of Lublin, I again entered Sandoinir, passing
the Vistula at Rachow. From that river, for sixty
or seventy miles, the fertility of the land was not

sensibly greater than the general appearance of the

other provinces. After passing Stobnica, the country
vastly improved, and continued good through Nowe-
Miastow, Kozyce, and Przeclavvice, till I entered the

province of Cracow, at Iwanowice. It is an undula-

ting district, somewhat hilly : the soil, a good brown

loamy clay, rather stiff to plough, requiring three, or

oven sometimes four horses to work it. The stubbles

of Wheat were tolerably thick, and proved that the

crops must have been good; they were, however, far

from clean ; and the Wheat, having been sowed after

a fallow, there would have been more appearance of

young Clover, if the management had been well con-

ducted. The wheat grown here, is that which is

known in London by the name of Dantzic White
Wheat ; it is of the most excellent quality, very white

and heavy ; I did not learn that the average growth
was much beyond, if it reached, twenty bushels to the

acre ; though I heard of individual instances of a

greater quantity being yielded in good years. The
district is about sixty miles in length, but not broad ;

extending from the left bank of the river, to various,

but none great, extents inland. The province of

Cracow, as far as I saw it, is of nearly the same kind ;

I was informed that some of the northern divisions of

it were poor in its agriculture, but rich in its mines of

iron, coal, and calamine. The territory of the repub-
lic of Cracow is like the province of the same name,
in the kingdom. The marks of more freedom allowed

to exertion, are visible in the extensive fields of flax,

and the inclosures with tobacco, maize, and a great

variety of garden vegetables ; a. part of it is likewise
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rich in mines of coal ami calcimine ; and great quanti-
tiesof zinc, made from the latter, have been beneficially

exported to England, since the passing of the late

law, by which the duty on it was reduced.

This tract of country, which appeared to me so fer-

tile, and in which I remarked more of the outward

signs of comfort, does not, including the territory of

the republic, in extent amount to one sixtieth part of

the present kingdom of Poland. There is in it the

same suffering from the low prices of produce, and a

disposition to invest any capital that can be found, in

mining, rather than in cultivating the soil.

The province of Gallicia, a part of the ancient

kingdom of Poland, but now added to the dominions

of the Austrian empire, which stretches along the

right bank of the Vistula, is, I believe, nearly as fer-

tile as the southern part of the present kingdom of

Poland, or the territory of the republic of Cracow. I

passed through only that portion which lies between
the salt mines of Wieliezka, and the frontiers of Mo-
ravia. I found by the Accounts I obtained at Thorn
(see Appendix, Xo. 19)? that very little Wheat from
that rich and extensive province had been conveyed
down the Vistula to the Baltic, though the access to

the sea is as easy as from the south parts of the king-
dom of Poland, or from Cracow ; yet the trade in

Corn is impeded by transit duties both in Poland and
in Prussia. Xo transit duty is charged in Poland,
oil the Corn of its own growth ; and by a Treaty of

Commerce, concluded in the month of March last,

with Prussia, the duty at Thorn is reduced to a rate

that is almost nominal. There is no such treaty with
Austria ; and the Corn from Gallicia thus continues

loaded with the duty, on entering the Prussian boun-

daries, from which that of Poland is now exempt.
I believe some of the surplus Corn of Gallicia finds

a vent by land carriage into the Prussian province of

Silesia. It must however be but in small quantities,
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forming a part of that stated to be exported from

Austria, (see Appendix, No. 20.)

It was difficult in such a country as Poland to attain

to any accuracy on the Rent of land ; the owners

generally occupy themselves their domains, and cul-

tivate them by the hands of their peasants.
The lands of the Crown are differently circum-

stanced ; they comprehend one-third of the whole

surface, or about ten million acres ; somewhat more
than two millions of these are woods, which are ma-

naged by a department of the Government. The
remainder is chiefly arable land, and is leased to

tenants. The labour of the peasants is a part of that

which is leased. The tenants of the Crown are exempt,
as well as their peasants, from some taxes, to which
all other occupiers of land are subject, and in conse-

quence of it the estates are better stocked with pea-
sants. Hence, as I was assured by the chief of

the department, the peasants on the Crown lands

form nearly one-fourth of the w hole population of the

kingdom. To the farmers of these, this must be a

great advantage, which but few, and only the richest

and most humane lords, can partake with them.

With this freedom from taxation and ample supply
of labourers, the lands are let very low ; the nominal

rent of eight millions of acres of land, is stated in the

public accounts to be four millions florins, or about

ninety-five thousand pounds sterling, or somewhat less

than three-pence the English Acre. In the average
are included many acres literally of no value. I was

informed, that the land actually under cultivation

might be fairly stated to . be worth from eight-pence
to fourteen-pence per acre. It is however found that

the present rent cannot be afforded, that the tenants

are falling into Arrears, that the hope of recovering
some parts must be abandoned ; and in other cases,

the rent can only be paid in Corn. The Woods be-

longing to the Crown, consisting, as before stated, of
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tration of a public board, are felled in portions annu-

ally, so as to cut them every fifty years. The fiftieth

part which was cut last year (the price of wood

having improved), produced, as stated to me by the

chief of the department, the sum of forty-eight thou-

sand pounds sterling, being at the rate of five-pence

halfpenny the acre on the whole of the woods, or

twenty-four shillings on the part actually cut.

So little land belonging to Individuals is let, that it

is difficult to form an opinion of what is its actual

average annual value. That it is much lower than

formerly. I have no doubt.

One instance came under my own observation.

The proprietor of a large domain had let a farm, con-

sisting of about seven thousand acres, on a lease, for

the usual term of six vears, at a rent of eight hundred* O
and fifty pounds. That lease had expired just before

I visited the place. The tenant had lost a great deal

of his property, and the peasants had diminished in

number ; and a new lease had been taken by the same
tenant (for no other could be found) at the rate of one
hundred and seventy pounds.

I knew of one farm of about four thousand acres,
let on a lease for six years, about four years ago, for

one hundred and eighty pounds. The proprietor of it

assured me, that though he received his rent regularly,
he was convinced the tenant paid the whole of it out
of his capital, and was only enabled to maintain his

engagements from having other pursuits which were

profitable. This estate' is not more than twelve
miles from AVarsaw, and has an excellent road to

within one mile of it.

Another instance of an estate recently let on lease,
was related to me by the gentleman who had engaged
to take it. It consists of about two thousand three
hundred English acres : two-sevenths of it is water

meadow, on the banks of the Vistula, producing
L
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good hay ; about three hundred acres are woodland,
and the rest arable. There is a castle or capital
mansion on it, which I believe was the chief motive
for taking it. The rent agreed for was about ninety-
five pounds a year. The lessee, who is engaged in

other pursuits, told me he should try the experiment
of working the land by hired annual labourers, to be

paid in money. He proposed to keep a flock of 400
Merino sheep, and a dairy of fifty milch cows, for

the butter of which he flattered himself he should find

a vent in the neighbouring manufacturing towns.

These two last instances appeared to me to be

exceptions to the general rate of value of rented

land ; and I should rather estimate the average to be

.much nearer that price at which the lands of the

Government are let. There is, in fact, scarcely any
of that class of capitalists, which is familiarized to

us in England by the term Farmer. The state of

society is totally different.

Among the real Poles, there are no regular grada-
tions of ranks between the noble proprietor and the

wretched peasantry. There may be, and visibly are,

differences in the condition of the peasantry, depend-

ing on the personal character of their lords, and upon
the more or less embarrassed state of the property on

which they may be settled. There is also a differ-

ence between the landed proprietors, owing to the

different degrees of activity, economy, and attention

that they exercise ; but there is not a middle class of

Poles. The Polish gentry are too proud to follow

any course but the military career ; and the Govern-

ment, by its large standing army, encourages the

feeling, though the pay is scarcely sufficient to supply
the officers with their expensive uniforms. The
Church has too few prizes, among many thousand

blanks, to induce any but the lower classes to enter

on that profession. The offices of Government can

employ but few, and those are ill paid, and said to
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depend on small peculations, rather than on their

salaries. Whatever difficulties may present them-

selves to the placing out young men of good family,
none have had recourse to commerce ; and if they
had, such would be treated by others as having lost

their caste, and descended to a lower rank of society.
The manufacturers and the artisans in Poland are

almost all of the German nation. If a joiner, painter,

mason, tailor, shoemaker, or a person of other similar

occupations, including too the medical profession, is

wanted, he will commonly be found only among the

Germans. The merchants, bankers, and traders, are

nearly as exclusively of the Jewish race; and that

too of all classes, from the importer of wines and
colonial produce to the dealer in rags and old

clothes ; from the monied man, who traffics in foreign
loans and foreign exchanges, down to the lender of

small sums, which the poor can obtain by pledging
their miserable furniture or implements.

Examples have been recently set by some indivi-

duals of the first families and wealth, of establishing
manufactories, by forming colonies, with a view of

raising a race of consumers on their domains, among
whom a vent may be created for the productions of

the soil ; but they have, in almost every instance,

employed foreigners to conduct their concerns, and
to perform all the work above the lowest kinds of

drudgery. The Germans look too earnestly forward
to a return to their own country, with the money
they acquire, to invest it in cultivation ; and the

Jews are not disposed to engage in agricultural, or in

any pursuits or occupations in which their shrewdness
in making bargains would be of less avail than the

practice of hard labour and the most rigid economy.
When estates are sold, the growing timber, houses,

and barns are not the subjects of a separate valua-

tion, but are included in one sum in the purchase.
The Buildings on Estates are. of necessity, more
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numerous and moro extensive than are required in

this country. From the indolent manner in which
all labour is performed, a greater number of cottages
is indispensable for the workmen. The Corn is

seldom or never formed in stacks in the open air, but
is housed in barns; and the same is the case with the

hay. The Snow is so deep in the winter, that there

is no food for cattle to be found in the fields ; and
such is the Severity of the Cold, that it is indispen-
sable to build houses large enough to contain the

whole herds of cattle, and the whole flocks of sheep.
Besides the severity of the climate, the number of

Wolves is so great, and, in spite of all excitement by
the Government to destroy them, is so fast increasing,
that no cattle can be left in the fields in the winter.

These animals range the country in bodies of from
four to fourteen ; and, when pressed by hunger, will

attack any of the domesticated animals ; and indeed,
no winter passes without several human beings, par-

ticularly children, falling a sacrifice to their voracity.

Instances, it is said, are not uncommon of Wolves

undermining the foundation of sheep-houses to get at

their prey.
From these circumstances, the relative expense of

building on estates, compared with the value of the

mere land, in spite of the low price of timber of

which those buildings are chiefly constructed, is

greater than with us.

An estimate was made by a person eminently
skilled' in the Value of Land, who formed it upon
actual sales made in the last four years. He divided

it into three classes, according to their fertility. The
lowest land in a state of cultivation, with good

buildings and a competent number of peasants, he

stated to be worth one thousand florins the huff.

Valuing the florins at sixpence, though worth a

fraction less, and taking the huff of thirty Magde-
burg morgens, as equal to twenty-two English acres,
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the estimate would be a fraction less than twenty-
two shillings sterling the English acre. The other

kinds of arable land, of superior qualities, vary. The

great mass is of the second class, or worth about

thirty shillings ; but some is estimated at five thou-

sand florins the huff, or five pounds ten shillings ; but

little however is in this class, and that little is in the

vicinity of the cities on the banks of the great rivers,

or in some favoured spots in the southern provinces.
This estimate was rather founded on the state of

affairs three or four years ago, than on their present
condition ; for I was told that such a number of

estates had lately been offered for sale, that no price
could be obtained for the greater part. All the

inquiries I was enabled to make, in various parts of

the country, led me to the belief, that the estimation

here stated was, in the main, as correct as could be

expected to be framed.

The Jews are almost exclusively the dealers in

money. They are precluded from becoming landed

proprietors, and their exclusion from the market
tends to depress the prices in a very great degree.

Though some of the richer individuals of that people

pass through the ceremony of baptism, especially
when they have mortgages on large estates, and mean
to foreclose ; the whole number of those who thus

become qualified to purchase, bears but a small pro-

portion to that of the properties that are offered for

sale. I was assured from so many, and such various

quarters, that I have no reason to doubt of the report,
that almost every estate is deeply involved in debt.

The fact is so notorious, that few proprietors feel any
delicacy in acknowledging themselves to be partakers
of the common lot of their neighbours. More than

one, without any reserve, spoke to me on the sum

annually required to pay interest on his mortgages,
with as much coolness as an English farmer would

speak of his rent, tithes, and taxes.
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Among the mortgagees, the King of Prussia and
some of his monied subjects are by far the greatest,
in that part of Poland which was included in his

dominions, till Poland was erected into a Grand

Duchy by Buonaparte, under the government of the

King of Saxony. It had long been the practice of

the Court of Berlin to assist agriculture, by loans to

the proprietors of estates. This practice began under
Frederick the Great, and was continued to the dis-

astrous period that followed the battle of Jena. This
assistance was extensively afforded to the newly
acquired subjects of the part of Poland, which, in the

division of that unfortunate country, fell to the share

of Prussia. Though the King of Prussia has lost

the government, his claims, and those of his subjects,
on the individuals indebted to them, have been re-

cognized ; and though in many instances the interest

has gone on increasing, the claims have not been

rigidly enforced. It was rumoured in Warsaw, but

not on any authority, that the Emperor Alexander,
in his character of King of Poland, was negociating
a treaty with the Court of Berlin, which had for its

object the relief of the Poles, by purchasing the claims

of the Prussians and assuming the debts to himself.

The amount of the claims of Prussia was stated to

me to be two millions of Prussian dollars, or three

hundred thousand pounds sterling, secured on various

estates extending over near fifteen hundred thousand

acres.

A more numerous class of mortgagees comprises
the corporations of cities and towns, the trustees

of hospitals, schools, colleges, monasteries, convents,

and charitable institutions. Whatever capitals these

may possess is lent on land ; and the difficulty of

obtaining the interest as it accrues, and, in some

instances, of getting any, causes those establishments

to languish, and decrease in their capacity to relieve

distress.
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rity of land ;
for a long period there was no other

means of making provision for the young arid the

helpless: and in the flourishing periods of agricul-

ture, the interest was paid with punctuality ; of late,

however, the widows and orphans, whose incomes

were deemed free from risk, have become victims to

the general depression of the value of the produce of

the soil.

The Jews, with all their characteristic shrewdness

and sagacity, have become, in many instances, from

mere necessity, mortgagees. When the debts of

proprietors accumulated, and the price of produce
fell, the monied men were often induced to secure

themselves, as well as they could, by accepting
of mortgages where no payment could be obtained.

The representation here given, is abundantly con-

firmed by the proceedings adopted in the Diet when
assembled in May last. The two houses, consisting
almost exclusively of Landed Proprietors, settled a

Plan to administer relief, which received the Empe-
ror's sanction.

A National Bank is to be established, in which
Landowners who are in debt, whether on mortgage
or on simple contracts, may deposit a schedule of

their estates, and a valuation of them : this valuation

is to be made by themselves, and it is calculated it

will not be made too high, because, as the present
land tax is collected on the income, and future im-

posts are to be levied according to this valuation, few
will be induced to give in more than the true value.

On the valuation, an annual interest is to be paid to

the Bank, at the rate of six per cent, for twenty-eight
years. This is to be considered as interest at the rate

of four per cent. ; and two per cent, is to form the
means of discharging, by compound interest, the

principal in twenty-eight years. The Bank, on re-

ceiving the documents, is to deliver to the proprietors
its debentures or certificates ; which, twenty per cent.
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being deducted from them, are made a legal tender
for the payment of all debts ; and on which four per
cent, interest is to be paid by the Bank. When the

instalment of the first year is paid, the two per
cent, is to be divided among all the holders of the

Bank debentures, by a lottery. The drawers of the

fortunate numbers will then be paid in full. The
others will receive their interest, at the rate of

four per cent, till their numbers are drawn prizes,
some of which must, of course, wait till the expira-
tion of the twenty-eighth year; at which period,

upon this plan, if it should work well, all the debts

will be liquidated.
I have only noticed this project as a corroboration

of the accounts I collected of the general state of

embarrassment in which the Landowners in Poland
are involved. It may, however, be remarked, that

the assumption of the proprietors being able, in their

united capacity of landlord and tenant, to live on

their estates, and have a surplus of six per cent,

on their value, is quite gratuitous, and founded on a

rate of prices for produce, which of late years has not

been nearly realized. It leaves, too, an opening
to fraud in the power of desperate proprietors, who

may neglect the amount of future imposts, for the

sake of temporary relief. In fixing the rate of

interest so low as four per cent, this project sacrifices

the interests of the creditors to those of the debtors r

for money is worth much higher interest on the best

of all securities.

The Bankers of Warsaw discount their own

acceptances at the rate of half per cent, per month.

There are but few bills, it is true, drawn on them ;

but when accepted they become to the acceptors a

secure mode of making interest of their capital. The
number of bills drawn in Warsaw is few, and the

amount small ; but the rate of interest on them may
be considered as. the best criterion of the actual

worth of the use of money, when no risk is incurred.
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The bankers are said to find the most advantageous

employment for their capitals in speculations in

Russian and Austrian funds.

The interest of money in Poland, as elsewhere,

varies much, according to the necessity of the bor-

rower, and the greediness or suspicions of the lender,

as well as the nature of the security that is offered.

The Jews lend small sums frequently at two per cent,

per month ; any sum may be easily lent at ten per
cent, per annum on the security of jewels, plate, and
other valuables : but this lending is viewed with dis-

trust by monied men. When the interest becomes

due, if it is not paid, recourse must be had to the

courts of law ; and a judgment must be obtained

before the articles pledged can be sold. The suit

may be protracted for several years, whilst the high
interest is accumulating ; and at the period of deci-

sion, the sum originally lent, with the interest upon
it. may amount to more than the value of the pledge.

In Poland I was forcibly impressed, by remarking
how much the actual use of money is dispensed with

in poor countries, and how much of the traffic can be

carried on by barter without its intervention. It is

in this kind of traffic that the lower class of the Jews
are enabled to make themselves the almost indispen-
sable agents in every transaction of buying and sell-

ing. The numbers of the country people that attend

at fairs and markets, with minute quantities of com-

modities, excite much surprise in one who remarks
the thinness of the surrounding population ; whilst

the number of Jews, apparently mere spectators,

sauntering through such collections of peasants, seems
no less extraordinary.
Xo paper, or any other substitute for metallic

money, circulates in the country ; and the value in

specie of every commodity that is produced at home,
is very low ; and the productions of foreign countries,

exclusive of the taxes that are imposed, very high.
M
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Cows are of various races, and, I think, differ more
in their value than in any country I have ever visited.

The common breed of the country are worth about

27.?. or 28,9. per head. The Ukarine, or the best,

from Podolia, are estimated much higher, averaging
.3; and some few, very good, are worth .4 10*.

Flocks of sheep vary too, but not so much as cows ;

the lowest of the native breed are worth per head 3*.

and the best about 5*. 6d. or 6*. Merinos are very
rare at present, and worth from 8*. to Qs. per
head.

The Corn Spirit or Whiskey is sold in the country
at IQd. per gallon ; but paying a higher duty, or

being a subject of monopoly, farmed by the Govern-
ment to distillers on the entrance of the cities and

towns, is retailed in them from 3*. to 3s. 6d. per

gallon. Horses, except those of foreign race, are as

low in proportion as cows and sheep. The price of

meadow hay in the capital was from 14*. to 15*. per
ton ; so little is sold in the country that it would have
been difficult to state what is the value before the

expense of conveyance is paid.
There are few burdens laid exclusively on the land,

except the tenth Groschen tax. That was originally
a war tax, and is so still denominated, though conti-

nued after ten years of a peace ; and there exists no

present probability of its being speedily withdrawn.

A small sum is levied in each district for the repairs
of roads, bridges, and other local purposes ; but that

and the land tax scarcely exceed twenty-five per
cent, on the presumed annual value of the land.

The Tithes are very moderate, and chiefly com-

pounded for at fixed rates, which can never be altered

without the consent of the owner. Under one of

their monarchs, the clergy were called upon to pay
contributions to the State, at a rate which they gave
as the annual value of their livings ; and, upon these

valuations, compositions have been settled. As the
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patron, with the consent of the archbishop (a consent

seldom withheld), can remove an incumbent, they
are necessarily too dependent to enter into contests

about tithes. The secular parochial clergy are com-

monly men of slight education, usually the sons of

peasants, to whom the somewhat elevated character

of priest, with its small emoluments and freedom
from hard labour, forms a sufficient inducement to

enter on the ecclesiastical profession. I was told,

but cannot vouch for its accuracy, or for the extent

to which it may be carried, that since the Jews have

been prohibited from keeping public-houses, the paro-
chial priests have become in the villages the chief

retailers of whiskey, and thereby increase their other-

wise scanty incomes.

The other taxes fall no more on the landed interest

than on other classes of the community. They are

chiefly on consumption ; that on Beer forms a part,
and is collected by a monopoly let to farm by the

Government, to brewers. All Foreign Commodities,
such as sugar, coffee, and wine, have heavy duties

imposed. These are collected from all the consumers
of them ; and few of the agriculturists can at present
afford to purchase such luxuries, but must be content

with honey, dried chicory roots, and whiskey, as sub-

stitutes for them.

The whole Revenue, according to the statements of

official men, does not exceed two millions sterling.
As one-fourth of the population, the tenants and

peasants of the Crown, are exempted from paying the

tenth Groschen tax, the heaviest of all the imposts,
the sum extracted from the rest of the subjects,
amounts to los. per head annually. The whole popu-
lation of the present kingdom is between 3,800,000
and 4,000,000, having increased, since its establish-

ment, 250,000.
The revenues do not pay the expenses of the

Government, but the deficiency is made up by remit-
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tances from Petersburgh, which usually amount to

4,000,000 silver roubles, or nearly five hundred thou-

sand pounds sterling. The forced Military Service,
and quartering of troops, are burdens on the land

which are difficult to reduce to any money estimation.

The young men of good families are expected to be-

come cadets in a service whose pay will scarcely clothe

them ; and the strongest of the labourers are selected as

privates, without the formality of asking their consent,
or drawing lots. When in quarters, the officers occupy
the best apartments in the houses of the proprietors,
whilst the privates are lodged in the peasants' cottages.
At present, the military are under good discipline ;

but still they have means of extorting, from those on

whom they are quartered, something beyond the use

of bare walls.

Of late years the attention of the Government, of

those private nobles who have adequate means, and of

the richer Jews, has been drawn to Manufacturing.
The very low rate of all mere manual labour, the

extensive market of the vast Russian dominions being

opened to the Poles, and the cheapness of raw pro-

ducts, have contributed to the establishment of nu-

merous, but not large undertakings, which, as far as I

could form a judgment, promised to be beneficial to

the individuals concerned in them.

I was assured by two noblemen at the head of dif-

ferent departments of the Executive Government, that

within the last six years more than 250,000 foreigners,

chiefly Germans, and almost all manufacturers, had

emigrated from their own country and established

themselves in Poland. They have some privileges in

regard to taxation. Those of them who are Pro-

testants are supplied with churches and ministers, at

the expense of the Government, though on a low

scale ; and they are, for a prescribed period, free from

the military conscription.

The Cloth made from the native wool is coarse, and
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may not be very neatly fabricated ; but as it reaches

the markets of Russia without any impost, and enters

into competition there with goods manufactured in

England, the Netherlands, and Germany, which are

subject to high duties and the expenses of convey-

ance, it can be sold at correspondent low prices.

These manufacturing establishments are, for the most

part, on a small scale ; but some of them of a higher

class, for making finer cloths, have imported machinery
of various kinds from England, or have copied it

from what has been imported. In the application

of that machinery they have not been very suc-

cessful ; but as long as it continues to be the maxim,
that it is better to wear dear cloth and bad cloth

made at home, than to buy good cloth and cheap
cloth from foreign countries ; and whilst the maxim
is practically applied by imposing heavy duties on

the cloth of all other countries, there will be a consi-

derable demand for what is made.

I did not hear of any other goods than woollen

cloths made for distant markets ; but of late, estab-

lishments have been formed for making linens, cottons,

iron wares, and paper, solely for domestic consump-
tion, and chiefly by the aid of capitals to which the

Government has contributed.

The project which was the chief favourite when I

was in Poland, was the working of Mines. It had
been brought under the immediate attention of the

Government, by an offer from a Joint Stock Company,
formed in England, to take the mines on lease for a

term of years. Though the proposal was not accepted,
it produced an excitement both on the ministers and
on private individuals, and became the general topic
of discussion. The mines have hitherto been worked
but to a small extent, barely sufficient iron being
extracted to supply the scanty domestic demand.
The iron is said to be of an excellent quality, the ore

capable of being raised with but little labour, and the
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wood are abundant.

Besides the mines of iron and coal, there are others,

hitherto slightly worked, of calamine and copper. The
attention awakened by the English proposal has not

yet had time to produce any actual effects on the part
of the Government. From the state of the finances,

nothing can be undertaken till the consent of the

cabinet at St. Petersburgh is obtained. In the mean
time several Poles have arrived in this country, on a

mission from the ministers at Warsaw, to examine
the machinery used for diminishing labour in our

mines, and to acquire the knowledge of the most

improved methods practised here for separating the

metals from the ore. One individual, too, who has

mines of calamine and coals, with whom I became

acquainted at Cracow, has resolved to visit the mining
districts of England early in the next spring, to learn

the most economical modes of conducting his opera-
tions. The low prices of food and of labour must
facilitate the business of mining extensively contem-

plated, if capital can be found to pay for that labour,

and to wait for the returns till the produce of the

mines can be re-converted into money.

My efforts to make computations of the Cost Price

of Wheat, were as little satisfactory to myself in

Poland as in Prussia. The same difficulties presented
themselves, and the same doubts attach to every

attempt at accuracy. As may be seen by the estate

at Pulaway, in the province of Lublin, the book-

keeping on the large estates is well conducted, but

not in such a manner as to distinguish the cost of one

kind of Corn from that of another, or even to distin-

guish the cost of all the Corn from that of the general
mass of productions. Any calculation in Poland, as

in other countries, can be but an approximation to

accuracy, and must be received with hesitation, how-

over high may be the authority, or however abundant
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In a conversation with Count Mostoski, the enlight-

ened minister of finance, whilst viewing his farm near

Warsaw, he stated, as the result of his calculations,

that the cost price in that neighbourhood was double

as much as it was selling for at that time, which was

indeed at considerably less than half of the average

price it had borne in past periods for a series of years ;

that during those periods, the benefit on its cultivation

had been somewhat less than the profit on the other

branches of industry ; or that, in the double capacity
of Landlord and Farmer, the annual gain to the

cultivator had not been equal to that derived from the

same amount of capital employed in any other way.
On referring to the Prices of Warsaw (see Appendix,

Xo. 21 and 22.), it will be seen, that for a period of

twenty-four years, from June 1796 to June 1820, the

average of the period was 335. per quarter ; and that

in the ten years from 1815 to 1824, it was 31.9. The

price, at the time of my visit to this gentleman, was
14s. Qd. The tables will show that the fluctuations

in the price of Wheat, during the longest period, have

had much narrower limits than have been experienced
in the other markets nearer the sea shore.

It is highly improbable, that if the cost piice of

Wheat had not been tolerably near to the selling

price, efforts would not have been strenuously directed

to augment the growth of it, and that the quantity
raised would not have been regularly increasing ; but

this is so far from having been the case, that only so

long as the price was 30*. or upwards, was the pro-
duction kept up to the regular standard ; and that

when it fell but a few shillings below that price, the

quantity sent to market diminished, and remarkably
so, since the declension has gone on increasing till it

has reached the present very ruinous limits.

The view taken by Count IMostoski was confirmed
also by Prince Lubetski, another of the ministers,
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who is-, a cultivator of his own estates, and has offici-

ally paid attention to a subject which has become
of the highest importance to every public officer, and

every landed proprietor.
It is worthy of remark, that the present burdens

on the land are quite as great as existed during any
period of the twenty-four years whose prices are

quoted ; and that the heaviest of these burdens, the

tenth Groschen tax, was not collected in the earlier

years of the series. It was originally a war tax, but

(as before stated) has been continued through the

ten years that have passed since the peace was con-

cluded. The expenses of cultivation have been

undoubtedly somewhat reduced with the reduction

of the selling prices of the produce ; thus the cost of

seed, and of the food of working cattle, if valued in

money, would appear to be less ; but they can scarcely
affect the cultivator, who raises them and consumes

them, as he only can derive a profit or incur a loss

according to the high or low price of that surplus

quantity which he sells at market.

I am disposed, under all circumstances of the case,

to pay much attention to the estimations I have

related, which were also corroborated by the opinions
of most of the cultivators with whom I conversed.

With as much confidence as can be felt on a subject
which no investigation could have made very clear, I

should suppose the cost of Wheat in the province of

Massovia to have been nearly between twenty-seven
and twenty-nine shillings the quarter, for the last

thirty years. Assuming that the cost price of Wheat
was at the medium, between the points to which in

its fluctuations it had approached, we may calculate

the cost in England, thus :
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*.' d.

Cost of the quarter of Wheat at Warsaw 28

Conveyance to the boats, and charges for

loading and stowing, and securing It

by mats - - - "0 6

Freight to Dantzic - - 5

Loss on the passage, by pilfering, and

by rain causing it to grow 3

Expenses at Dantzic, in turning, drying,

screening, and warehousing, and loss

of measure - - - - - 2 d
Profit or commission, as the case may

be, to the merchant at Dantzic - 1 6

Freight, primage, insurance, and shipping

charges, at Dantzic and in London - 8

48

In ascending the Vistula, beyond Warsaw, as the

quality of the Grain improves, the expenses on the

conveyance of it to the mouths of that river increase

also.

I could "have wished at Cracow to have obtained

the Prices' for a longer series of years than are to be

found in the Appendix, No. 23. Before the times

with which that account begins, that part of Poland
had used as the medium of exchange the depreciated

paper money of Austria; and I had no scale by
which to measure the variations, at different periods,
between that currency and the silver money, which
has been since the sole medium for the exchange of

commodities. An account, therefore, for an earlier

series of years, would have produced only perplexity
and uncertainty ; the verbal information I obtained

was, in general terms, that there had been no fluc-

tuations in the price of Corn, before the retuni .of

peace, nearly approaching to those which have been

N



experienced since that event. I was told by one

merchant, that the price, for many years of the war,
had generally heen between 24*. and 26*. per quar-
ter, if the "paper money had been valued according
to the proportion which it bore to silver money, at

the several periods of its depreciation.
The Account obtained at Cracow (see Appendix,

No. 23) shows that for ten years and two half-years,

the average price of Wheat was 25*. ]<:/., though
between the first and last part of that period, the

difference is enormous ; the first part showing an

average of 33*. and the last of only 17*. ocl. If the

mean of those two parts be taken, it will show 25*.

which nearly corresponds with the information of the

merchant before referred to.

If, in the absence of better data, it be assumed,
that the selling price of Wheat near Cracow has

been for a series of years at 25*. and that the

grower's profit has been ten per cent. ; and the cost

price thus taken, at 22*. Qd. the rate at which it

would reach this country may be thus estimated :

*. d.

Cost of Wheat at Cracow - - 22 6

Conveyance to boats, loading, &c. - 6

Freight to Dantzic - .-76
Loss by pilfering, and damage from wet 3 6

Expenses at Dantzic, as in the former

Estimate - 2

Profit or commission, as before - - 1 6

Freight, &c. to London - - 8

45 6

Some allowance should be made for risk beyond
insurance, as Corn is covered by the underwriters

only in the stranding of the ship, and in the loss

which may be to be paid when there is a general
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average. In both the statements of tlie expends of

conveyance, the rate of freight on the river Vistula

to Dantzic, as well as that by sea from Dantzic to

London, is stated at the present price, when there

are scarcely any operations of that kind carrying on.

During the demand of 1802, 1803, and 1804, and in

1817, I have been told the freight from beyond
Vv'arsaw was 10*. per quarter, and that from Dantzic

to London was, including primage and insurance,
from 11*. 6d. to 12A-.

If, fr*"n any circumstances, a demand should be

created for as much Wheat as is consumed in

England in six days, it would raise the price of

freightage on the river, probably thirty or forty per
cent, and half of that proportion in the sea freight
from Dantzic to this country. If that demand
should extend to twelve days' supply, it would ex-

haust the whole stock of Wheat, fit for our market,
and cause it to advance in a much greater degree
than the shipping of such a limited quantity in any
former period has witnessed.

In stating the several expenses incurred in the

conveyance of Wheat from Warsaw tcr Dantzic at

10*. 6(7. per quarter, and from Cracow to Dantzic at

13*. 6V/. per quarter, it seems that those sums fall

very far short of the difference in price which is

exhibited by comparing the accounts collected at

those several places. The merchants at Dantzic, too,

appear not to be satisfied with the small sum here

presumed, of 1*. Get. per quarter for commission and

profits. Whether from the higher expenses of

conveyance, or the larger commission or profits of
the merchants, the excess of the prices, beyond the
cost of conveyance here stated, is very striking,

especially in those years when the demand vras the

greatest.



Comparative Vieic of the PRICES OF WHEAT, in

the several years enumerated^ in Cracoiv%

Warsaw, and Dantzic :

YEARS. Price Pric Price
at Cracow, at Warsaw, at Dantzic.

i

'

I ,
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quantity of Wheat raised in the interior of Poland, lias

been gradually lessening, but with much more rapidity

since 1819, than before that period. During the years

1821, 1822, and 1823, very little wheat passed down
the Vistula, as appears by the accounts obtained at

Thorn. By the official accounts, the whole in the

three years was only 83,606 quarters ; the growers

being then induced to withhold from shipping, as long
as their necessities would allow. In the year 1821,
the pressing demands of creditors and mortgagees
forced the holders to sell ; and in consequence of it,

there was sent down in that year, 93,968 quarters.
The pressure of distress still continuing, and the har-

vest of 1824 being very good, there was forwarded in

1825, by the commencement of the harvest of that

year, 176,215 quarters, or as much as in the four

years which had preceded it.

These two last years' exports had completely drained

Poland ; and hence, when I was there, before any
of the new Wheat had appeared at market, the price,

for what little was wanted, had rather advanced. I

was informed by more than one merchant, that if

10,000 quarters had been required, there was so little

left in the country, that it would be collected with

difficulty ; and that the knowledge of such demand
would cause the price to be doubled. In the mean
time the stocks at Dantzic and Elbing had been accu-

mulating, in spite ofthe comparatively small quantities
which had been brought down the Vistula.

At the end of 1818, there only remained in store

in those cities, 92,279 quarters, (see Appendix, Xo.

13.) In the following seven years, up to August
1825, the quantities which paid duties at Thorn,
were



Quarter*.

From Russia -------- 366,648
Austria -------- 17,343
Poland (321,119

1,005,110

During the same seven years, the ex-

ports from the two ports were - 82-1,622

leaving
- 180,488

To this is added the stock at the end
of 1818, as above - ----- 92,279

272,707

It appears, however, that the stocks really in store

in the two places in August last, amounted to about

350,000 quarters ; and therefore there must have

been exported, or be in store, about 80,000 quarters
of Wheat, of the growth of Prussia, in the seven

years under consideration.

Poland, and probably the Russian provinces, which
once were parts of Poland, though drained of their

whole stock of Wheat, have not, in seven years,
caused an accumulation at the exporting cities, of

more than about one-tenth of what was shipped from

them in the seven years from 1800 to 1806. Those
stocks are, however, higher than appears to have been

left on hand at the end of the former years ; and hence

it may have arisen, that the prices have been reduced

far below what it has cost the holders, though they
have bought from the growers at rates to discourage
the farther cultivation of \Vheat.

The abandonment of a losing business is most

likely to begin at the fountain head, and the effect of

that abandonment will be first experienced by a rise

of price at the spot where the depreciated commodity
is produced. This seems to be the case in Poland,
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and this may naturally account for the prices of Corn
at Cracow and Warsaw, being higher, with the addi-

tion of freight and the other charges, than at Dantzic

and Elbing.
It has been frequently remarked, that the Expor-

tation of Corn from any country, if long continued,
must tend to exhaust the soil, unless some articles,

capable of becoming converted into manure, are

introduced to compensate for the injury. Many parts
of the North of Africa, and of Asia Minor, which

formerly supplied large quantities of Corn to Europe,
have since become desarts. Perhaps one of the chief

causes of the progress we have made in agriculture,
and of the superior productiveness of our fields, has
arisen from our exporting but few, and importing
many, of those articles which are capable, when de-

composed, of becoming manure, and being applied to

renovate the soil, as much or more as it is exhausted

by cropping.
From Poland, for nearly two centuries, according

to the Document in Appendix, No. 24, the Exports
of Corn have been very large ; whilst, on the other

hand, nothing has been imported, deserving of notice,
which could be converted into nutriment to the soil.

The system of rotation by which two crops of Corn
are raised in succession, and nothing is administered
to refresh the land but a fallow, would exhaust the
best soil with which we are acquainted.

In every part of my journey through Poland, the

impression communicated, in looking at the fields,

whether with growing crops, in stubble, or under the

operations of the plough, was, that they were ap-
proaching to a state of exhaustion from excessive

cropping.
This view, which the rotation of crops and the face

of the country suggests, is confirmed by the statistical

facts, which show that its power of supplying the
wants of other countries is greatly diminished. The
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return of peace, after more than twenty years of ex-

tensive warfare, is commonly supposed to have

increased the productions of the soil, and to be the

cause of the depreciation of prices, which has heen

the general subject of complaint in every part of Eu-

rope. In Poland there has been no sensible increase

of numbers, except within the last six years, when
Germans, emigrant work people, to the number' of

250,000, have established themselves in the different

trades to which they have been accustomed in their

native country.
On comparing the surplus quantity of Bread Corn

which Poland has exported in a series of the same
number of years, we shall see what has been the falling
off.

In the eleven years (see Appendix, No. 15) begin-

ning with 1795 and ending with 1805, the Exports
of Wheat from the mouths of the Vistula, were

5,059,163 quarters, or 438,263 a year, on the average
of the period. In the eleven years, beginning in 1815
and ending with 1825, the Exports from the same

ports were 1,669,027 quarters, or on the average of

the period, 151,729 quarters per year. In the latter

period, indeed, 78,265 barrels of flour were exported;

supposing them to be all wheaten flour, it will increase

the quantity 39,132 quarters, reckoning that two

barrels are the produce of one quarter of Wheat. In

the first of these two series of years, the Rye shipped
at the same ports was 1,680,096 quarters; and that

in the last series only 456,192 quarters.
The periods here contrasted were both seasons of

general tranquillity, except that during the first part
of them the opposition of Kosciusco and his partisans

to the last dismemberment of Poland caused partial

and temporary disturbances ; but they do not appear
to have affected the quantity of its agricultural pro-
ducts.

It is true, that in the first series, there were in
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England two or three deficient harvests, and in the

last series but one ; the effect of that one was to raise

prices so high as to induce the export of the whole

that could be got away. Had there been more grown,
it would have been eagerly exported ; and we find at

the end of the year 1818, the stock, both at Dantzic

nnd Elbing, was only 96.000 quarters. Though we

imported in the year 1818 from ail parts of the world
a greater quantity of Wheat than in any former year,

yet much less of that was shipped from the ports by
which the Corn conveyed down the Vistula is ex-

ported. The three years of our greatest importation,
as appears bv Accounts laid before the House of Com-
mons, have been 1802, 1810, and 1818; in the first

of those, the exports from Dantzic and Elbing were

680,494 quarters. In the year 1810 (see Appendix,
^Xo. 1.5), the French were in possession of the country ;

and the exports, all carried in a contraband way, were

267,~77 "quarter*. In 1818, with high prices at

Dantzic, viz. 64.v. lid,, the ports of England being
open, the exports were 335.769 quarters.

If we calculate that the consumption of Wheat in

Great Britain is one quarter for each person for food,
and about a seventh part more for seed and minor

purposes, it will appear that in the first of the series

we have been comparing, the quantity of Wheat ex-

ported from Dantzic and Elbing would, with the

then amount of our population, 11,000,000, be equal
to twelve days' consumption. In fact, however, out

of the 0,0.59,163 quarters of Wheat, which Dantzic

exported, 1,000,014 were dispatched to other coun-
tries. As we have only the gross exports from

"Elbing, without distinguishing what was sent to

Great Britain from what was sent elsewhere, it may
not be incorrect to assume, that one-fourth as from

^zic was not sent to our markets ; and then there

will be a further reduction of 299,205 quarters. This
o
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will leave the whole quantity really furnished to us

in the eleven years, 3,459,944 quarters, or an annual

quantity of 314,540 quarters, being equal to about
nine days of our consumption.
At the second series our population had advanced,

as numbered in 1821, the middle year of that series,

to 14,000,000. The quantity of Wheat sent to us

from the Vistula had declined, and during the eleven

years had been 1,252,271 quarters, or 113,842 an-

nually. This would be equal to the whole of out

.consumption for betwixt two and three days.
In the Appendix, No. 24, is shown the whole Ex-

port of Corn from Dantzic, for the last 166 years.

By those tables, it appears that the Wheat exported
from that city, during that long period, was 19,581,947

quarters, or 1175963 quarters on the annual average
of the period. In fact, the whole that Dantzic has

exported in 166 years is not equal to the consump-
tion of this kingdom, with its present population, for

more than fifteen or sixteen months. The annual

importation would not now amount to two days and
three quarters' consumption.

It appears by the Official Account of the duties

paid at Thorn, on Wheat descending the Vistula

(see Appendix, No. 19), that a very large proportion
comes out of territories now forming an immediate

part of Russia, which once were, but no longer are,

parts of Poland. I had communications with seve-

ral proprietors of estates, whose property is partly in

one, and partly in the other country, and availed

myself of all means within my reach to acquire a

knowledge of the actual produce of Grain in both.

The provinces from which the best, and most of

the Wheat, is transmitted, are Volhynia and Podo-

lia, which were seized by Russia, in the division of

Poland in 1796, and are now distinct provincial go-

vernments, retaining their ancient names and usages.



Volhynia is represented to be a district of extra-

ordinary fecundity. The pastures are said to be lux-

uriant, the grass growing so high as almost to hide

the cattle, and yielding the richest nourishment to

them. The Corn is said to increase in common years

ten-fold, in spite of bad agriculture ; and a failure, or

veiy deficient harvest, does not occur two or three

times in a century.
On referring, however, to the Official Harvest Re-

turns of the Russian empire, as quoted in the Er-

debeschreibung of Hassel, a German work of the

highest authority, it will be seen that, in this pro-
vince, the increase of Grain in the year 1802 was

very little more than four times the quantity sown.

The Russian tschetwert, being reduced into Eng-
lish quarters, reckoning the tschetwert at two-thirds

of the quarter, the following result appears :

Quarters.

Sowed - - Winter Corn .... 322,456
Do. - - Summer do. .... 313,244

635,700

Harvested - Winter Corn ... 1,349,523
Do. - - - Summer do. - - - 1,277,310

2,626,832

Used for Seed, for f Winter Corn - 327,804
the next year \ Summer do. - 316,996

644,800



lot:

There consequently Remained, of Win-
ter Corn - ------- 1,021,718

Summer do. - 960,31*

S,QS2 ?

Of which --,-'---- 1,431,566

were consumed within the province ; and 500,466 ;

were exported, or remained in the country at the

next harvest. Of this surplus, some part must have
been Barley or Oats; and as the Winter Corn con-

sists of six times as much Rye as Wheat, it is not

probable that this district, very rich when compared
with the other parts of the Russian dominions, could

have furnished to commerce fifty thousand quarters
of Wheat in a year, when the exports from Dantzic

were very great, and the prices of the year preceding
had been in England very high. As the communi-
cation by water from this province is more easy to

the Black than to the Baltic Sea, its surplus Corn
will more frequently be conveyed to Odessa than- to

Dantzic.

Podolia, like Volhynia, is represented as highly
fertile ; and by the Official Accounts, extracted from

the statistical writer before quoted, appears to pre-

sent, in the year referred to already, a greater rate

of increase in the seed- that has been sown, than Vol-

hynia. Being to the -south of Volhynia,- it is still

more easy of access to the Black Sea than that

province, and further removed from communication

with England through Dantzic. It however de-

serves to be remarked, that the navigation of the

Bug and the- Vistula is better than that of the

Dniester, because the latter river has many shallows

and rapids, and some dangerous falls. The passage
of the surplus Wheat will be hence determined on by
th6 state of the markets at Dantzic and Odessa. The
access to both those markets is so difficult, that only

when a scarcity in some part of Europe raises the
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price to an unusual height, is any considerable quan-
tity attempted to be transported.
When the Corn is out it is left a long time in

sheaves in the fields till it can be threshed, or rather

trodden out with oxen and horses. When the sepa-
ration from the straw and chaff is effected, the Grain

is. preserved in excavations in the earth, till it is

either called forth by high prices, or, which, fre-

quently happens, till it is destroyed by corn-worms,
or other insects. It appears from the official ac-

counts, that in the year 1802, the following were
the results of the cultivation of Corn :

Quarters.

Sowed - - Winter Corn - - 293,183
Do. - - Summer do. - - 3.51,620

644,803

Harvested - - Winter Corn - 1,640,271
Do. - - Summer do. - 1,427,575

.'j }067,846

Used for Seed for the next year :

Winter Corn - - 297,254
Summer do. ... 358,476

655,730

There 'consequently remained
Summer Corn - 1,34.3,017
Winter do. - 41,069,099

e.412.116
of which - 1,172,211

were consumed within the province, and 1 ,239.905
were either exported, or remained in the province till

after the following harvest. The consumption here
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appears so much less than in Volhynia, that it can

only be accounted for by the fact, that the culture of

culinary vegetables, and the produce of the fruit trees,

is far more abundant; and that the cattle are very
much cheaper. The difference of more than two

degrees of latitude may make some difference in the

mode of living, as the warmer the climate, the less

Corn in general is consumed in brewing and distilling,

The only other province in Russia which conveys
its Corn to market by the Vistula, is Byalystock. It

was formerly a part of Poland, and the inhabitants

still generally speak the language of that country.
The chief Corn raised for bread is Rye ; but a small

portion of that Grain, as well as of some very indiffer-

ent Wheat, finds a passage by the river Bug into the

Vistula. The best of the land is appropriated to the

growth of flax, hemp, and linseed, or to breeding of

cattle. The whole surplus of Wheat, which must be

small, cannot be distinguished in the returns from

that stated generally to come from Russia.

There are two other of the Russian provinces
whose surplus Corn finds a vent through the territory

of Prussia. The south-west part of Wilna, formerly

Lithuania, has the navigable river Niemen for its

boundary, by which the Corn is conveyed to Memel.

Its produce is but small in proportion to its popula-
tion ; and, by the official accounts, the increase appears
to be less than in the other provinces. In 1 802 the

sowing and reaping is thus stated :

Quarters.

Sowed - Winter Corn 530,245
Do. - Summer do. - 315,798

846,043

Harvested - Winter Corn

Do. Summer do.

3,319,790
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By this statement it appears, that the increase of

Grain is somewhat less than four for one.

The province of Grodno, which also has access to

the Sea by the Niemen, appears to be so equal in

fertility to that of Wilna, that a return of the sowing
and harvesting of the same year give results differing

only by a small fraction.

The terms of distinction, Winter Corn and Summer
Corn, instead of Autumn and Spring Corn, which we

use, are descriptive of the climate. The violent heats

and severe colds succeed each other with so much

rapidity, that they scarcely leave any interval for

Spring or Autumn.
The only accounts I was able to procure of the

quantities of Corn brought by the Niemen, compre-
hend merely the three years 1816, 1817, and 1818.

No others were to be found in the office of the

minister for internal affairs at Berlin, and I did not

go to Schmalleninken, where the transit duty is

collected. The year ]816 was one of moderate

production and demand, till after the state of the

harvest was known, when it was too late in the sea-

son for the navigation of these northern rivers. The
trade of that year may therefore be considered a fair

average, and likely to produce annually ] 0,000 quar-
ters of Wheat, and about 40,000 quarters of other

Corn, chiefly Rye. The two following years, when
the exportation was excessive, produced but 38,700

quarters of Wheat, and 276,000 quarters of other

grain.
From some parts of the two provinces of Wilna

and Grodno, the communication by the Duna to Riga
is easier than by the Niemen to Memel; and it is

hence probable that the largest share of their produce
in Corn finds a market in that direction. It is shown

by the Returns from Riga (see Appendix, No. 8),

that in the last twelve years, the exportation of Wheat
from that port has only been 256,658 quarters, or, on
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the average of the period, 21,381 quarters annually;
that of Rye has been 1,618,000, or, on an

average,
134,822 per year; and that of both kinds of Grain,
the exportation in the two years 1817 and 1818
exceeded that of the other ten years.

Although the route by which I returned from
Poland was through countries which have no direct

influence on the Corn trade of England, yet, as

remotely connected with countries that do affect it,

it may not be improper to add a few of the observa-

tions and facts which presented themselves as I passed

through them.

The Austrian province of Moravia is very fertile;

and, with the exception of some districts of the

Netherlands, scarcely any part 'of the Continent is so

well cultivated. It bears, too, a larger proportion of

Wheat than in other districts in the East of Europe.
Of the winter Corn, Wheat is estimated at one-fourth,

and Rye at three-fourths ; whereas, in the adjoining

province of Silesia, the land sown with lye is nearly
ten times that sown with Wheat. Moravia is de-

fended by the Carpathian mountains from the east

winds ; and the harvest, the whole way from Teschen
to Olmutz, and indeed to Brunn, is nearly six weeks

earlier than in Silesia. I certainly heard complaints
of the distressed state of agriculture there, but less of

it, and 1 think with less reason, than in any other part.

Wheat, at Olmutz, was selling for 20.?. per quarter,
whilst on one side at Cracow, it was selling for 14*.

and on the other side, at Vienna, for 14,?. Id.

This better state of things arose from the circum-

stance of Moravian agriculture finding domestic con-

sumers. It is the chief manufacturing province of

the Austrian empire. A greater proportion of the

population can afford to live on Meat, and to use

Wheaten Flour; and hence the Agriculturists find a

market near home for their productions. The demand
for animal food, too, being greater, a greater stock of
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Cattle is kept, more of the Land is destined to Clover

and other given Crops ; and I should judge, from

their flourishing appearance, that, like England, the

growth of Corn does not exhaust the Land so much,
as the stock of Cattle, by their manure, renews its

prolific qualities. The Woollen, Linen, and Cotton

Manufactures are numerous, and I was told, flourish-

ing; and as all manufactured goods from foreign
countries are either excluded or charged with high
duties in Austria, the demand of that extensive

empire creates a vent for the native goods, though at

the expense of the consumers, who perhaps in most,

certainly in many cases, might get better and cheaper

goods. After passing through poorer districts, I was
much impressed, throughout Moravia, with the striking

practical exemplification of the beneficial effects of

Manufactures on the prosperity of the Agriculturists.
In Vienna I had opportunities of hearing much of

the condition of the Landed Proprietors in Hungary.
The want of vent for theirv surplus Corn has so de-

pressed the prices of that, and^ther productions of the

Soil, that they are said to be losing by even- article

they raise, excepting Wool; though, from farming
their own Lands, they have no rent to pay, yet the

greatest difficulty is encountered in collecting the

trifling taxes that are levied upon them.

Although so near to Moravia, the Carpathian
mountains are too lofty and rugged to admit of con-

veyance thither. The mouths of the Danube are so

infested with marauders, Wallachians, Besarabians,
and Turks, that no safe export can be made to the

Black Sea. In times of great scarcity in the maritime

countries, some Wheat may be conveyed to the port of

Trieste; but it will be seen by the prices in the

Appendix, No. 31, that it is too low at that market
to afford a land carriage of four hundred miles.

Though Presburgh^is the chief market fbr the Wheat
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miles from Vienna, the price there cannot differ very
much from that of the capital, for which see Appen-
dix* No, 27. In some of the smaller towns in

Austria, on the borders ofBavaria, where little Wheat
is consumed, I fuund the price of Wheat and Rye
nearly the same. The harvest of the latter kind of

Grain was reported to be deficient, and had raised

the price, whilst for the former there was little or no
demand

It will be seen by the Returns of the Prices of

Corn at Munich (see Appendix, No. 28), that the

Bread Corn at Bavaria is not so much depressed as

in Austria. This may be attributed to a law prohi-

biting the introduction of Corn from the surrou iding

'countries, from whence, chiefly from Bohemia, it

had been the practice to import it. This prohibition

&ad rested on an order from the King to the Officers

pf the Customs at the different frontier stations ; but

at the last assembly of the States a formal law was

passed, enforcing the former regulation, and enacting

penalties on the breaches of it.

Notwithstanding the restrictions, I found, on

inquiry at the Board of Agriculture, that the value

of land had greatly declined. According to the

statements given to me there, within the last eight

years, the fall in the selling price of meadow lam?

had been about thirty-five per cent, and that in the

price of arable land full sixty per cent.

The complaints of the losses by Farming were as

heavy here as in the neighbouring countries, where

the prices are lower, and in which no laws to prohi-

bit importation are in existence.

In the kingdom of Wirtemburg, Wheat is so little

an object of attention, from the, small quantity which

is consumed, that I was unable to obtain any other

Returns of the prices than the imperfect List in the



ru

Appendix, No. 29, wherein, though the priee of.

Rye is regularly stated, that of Wheat, for many
periods, and at several markets, is wholly unnoticed.

In the beautiful, but narrow valley of the Neckar,
the land is well cultivated ; but in the other parts of

the kingdom, the soil seemed to be poor, and thfc

cultivation in a very backward state.

As I passed through France rather hastily, and sp^nt
but a few days in Paris, I had not opportunities of

gaining minute information as to the state of Agricul-
ture. I was however, satisfied, that, in spite of par-,
tial advances towards a better rotation of crop?, the

far greater part of the cultivation is still carried on

upon the ancient, and, in England, long exploded
system of a fallow, followed by two crops of corn.

I was assured, that, for several years past, every
cultivator of Grain has been selling at far less than
it has cost him. Some of the best judges of the

subject have calculated that Wheat, in the four

classes of districts formed of the departments for the

purposes of regulating the importation and exporta-
tion of Corn, costs to the grower, on an average,
from 20 to 22 francs the hectolitre, or from 6s. 4d.

to 6s. lid. the Winchester bushel.

Plow far this calculation may be correct, it would
he presumption in me to assert. The Corn Laws of

France are, however, founded on a supposition of

this being the price necessary to secure a profit to

the farmer. The kingdom is divided, for the pur-

poses of the Corn Law, into four districts, each

including departments in which the prices of Grain
are nearly alike. When Wheat is below IS francs,

the hectolitre, or 5s. ~\d. the bushel in the cheapest
df those districts, 20 francs or 6*. tyd. in the

next, 22 francs or Is. O^d. in the next, and 24
franco or 7s. Sd. in the highest, the importation of

Foreign Wfceat is prohibited As the whole of tha.
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four districts form the regulating price, the average
of Wheat throughout the whole kingdom must rise

to 6s. Sd. per bushel, before any foreign Wheat can
be introduced.

The laws which regulate the Corn trade of

France, were passed in 1819 and 1821; and the

price of Corn has not, since the end of the year
1818, ever risen so high as to effect the opening of

their ports. Since that year the price has been fluc-

tuating, but declining at the following ratio. (See

Appendix, No. 30.)

Average of the whole of France :

O
fji

1820 - - - - 5 3J
1821 - - 4 11

1822 - - - - 4 31
1823 - - - 4 11~

1824 - - 4 64
1825 - - 4 3J

Your Lordships have been pleased, in my Instruc-

tions, to direct me "to consider, with reference to
" the provinces communicating with the Baltic Sea
"
by the Vistula, from the view I take of the

*'

country, what increase of cultivation would be
"

likely to take place in consequence of such a
" stimulus being constantly in action, as would be
"

applied, if an alteration were made in our laws, so
" as to leave our markets at all times accessible to
" the Corn grown in Poland ;" and further, I have

been instructed, "that, as it may be necessary to
" assume some given price in this country, in forming
" such an estimate, it was thought desirable to pro-
" ceed upon a supposition of an average price of
" Wheat at home, of 60s. to 64s. per quarter."

This question involves so many considerations,

depending not only on the present condition of the
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country, but on the political regulations to which it

may hereafter he subject, that any reasonfngs applied
must be in a great measure hypothetical and specu-
lative ; and any conclusions we may arrive at, must

be liable to be affected by changes which cannot

now be contemplated, or taken into calculation.

The utmost that can be done is to approximate to

a result, by a consideration of the principal circum-

stances on which it will depend, by reference to the

fluctuations in past periods, and by an examination

into the causes from which those fluctuations have

proceeded.
In obedience to this direction, I presume, with

the diffidence which must be always felt in antici-

pating the effects of untried, and consequently
doubtful experiments, to state my views on the

subject.
The effect of the stimulus here proposed must

depend, in a great measure, on the assurance of its

duration. The market for Wheat which England
presents, is the great object of attention to the cul-

tivators in Poland, and to the merchants at the ports
from whence its Corn must be exported. Those

persons have been accustomed to observe such fre-

quent alterations in our laws relative to the Com
trade, that any new enactments would, at first, be

thought temporary and mutable, like those of former

periods. This uncertainty has been the cause of

heavy losses to them, and would therefore have the

effect of causing the cultivators to pause before they
made any great changes in their rotation of crops, or

in the kinds of Corn they would sow.

The Statements which are given in the part of

this Report more immediately relating to the king-
dom of Poland, will show that the want of capital

among the cultivators has proceeded to such an

extent, from the losses they have sustained, that
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making any considerable improvement in cultivation,

or of raising any very large increase of produce in a

short period. The great deficiency of live stock,

which indeed may be resolved into a deficiency -of

capital, would be an impediment in the way of 4

rapid extension of the growth of Wheat. Without
manure Wheat cannot be grown beneficially, and
without a stock of cattle, in some degree commen-
surate to the extent of the land, manure cannot be

obtained ; and though to a certain degree the profit

arising from the Wool, and not from the meat,
enables the Landowners to support some few sheep,

yet the want of a class of consumers, who can afford

to make animal food their subsistence, must operate
to prevent any great increase in the stocks of Cattle.

Such a class is not to be expected there till a great,

improvement, or an increase of manufacturers, shall

have taken place. The greater portion of the popu->
lation of Poland is too poor to allow of their using
animal food ; the want of it is scarcely felt by per-
sons always accustomed to live, with very little

variation of diet, on Rye Bread.

The labouring classes, too, being assured of a sup-

ply of the bare necessaries of life, are little disposed
to any great changes in their mode of work, or any
exertion of strength or skill beyond that to which,

they have been accustomed.

They have been, perhaps not without some reason,

always represented as indolent, unskilful, filthy, and

drunken, and averse to the improvement which their

wiser and better superiors have attempted to intro-

duce.

Whilst the present low price of Corn continues,

and the corresponding low rate of wages, and the,

markets of Russia are open to the woollen cloths of

Poland without duty, the profit of capital employed
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in that branch of industry must offer to it temp-
tations that agriculture does not present. But if by

any alterations the cloths of Poland should in the

Russian custom-houses be placed on the footing of the

cloths of other countries, or if a rise of Corn and of

Wages should take place to such an extent as to

make the Polish cloths dearer than those which are

charged with duty, the effects might be to drive the

capital from the cloth trade to the business of culti-

vation. The present want of capital may possibly be

supplied by influx from other countries, but this must

depend in a great measure on the internal govern-
ment and political regulations of the country. The
increase of manufactories in Poland, and the aug-
mented population which they usually induce, might
produce such a number of internal consumers as to

leave much less surplus Corn to export to other coun-

tries. It is true that Wheat would be but little eaten

by the manufacturers, but the increased demand for

Rye might make that kind of Grain the most profit-
able to the grower ; and he would then devote to the

cultivation of it some portions of the land which,
under different circumstances, would have been ap-

propriated to the growth of Wheat.
The Manufacturers in Poland are however of too

little importance, at present, to make it desirable to

hazard any conjectures on what the effects of their

increase or diminution would be on the surplus quan-
tity of exportable Grain.

A view of the past Exportation from the Vistula,
at different periods, and under different circumstances,
will perhaps give some assistance in forming an idea

of what may be the result of future changes.
It is worthy of remark, that in the long period of

166 years, of which the Returns are given (see

Appendix, No. 24), there has been but little variation

m the actual quantities of Corn exported from
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Dantzic, when taken by periods of 25 years. At the'

commencement it is seen, that the quantity of Rye
far exceeded that of Wheat ; that they gradually

approached each other, till the produce of Wheat
exceeded that of Rye, and constantly so up to the

present time. The physical circumstances of the

country are as they were during that long period.
The course of the several streams that convey their

supplies of Corn into the Vistula, has been without
alteration ; and the facilities of internal conveyance
have been scarcely improved by any new or better

Roads. There is no ground to suppose that any
material, certainly not any observable or recorded

increase of population has taken place, except the

recent emigration of Germans.
The whole period of 166 years (Returns of which,

as extracted from the City Records of Dantzic, are in

the Appendix, No. 24), when divided into periods of

about 25 years, exhibits the following Annual Expor-
tation of Wheat and Rye from that port.
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tion of Bread Cora, above the consumption of the

inhabitants, when no extraordinary circumstances

occur to excite or check cultivation.

In some of the early periods of this series, there

have been great variations in the quantity exported,
but not so considerable as within the last 36 years ;

we have too from 1791, the returns of Exports from

the rival ports of Dantzic and Elbing since that-

date, and thus, from both outlets of the Vistula, can

trace the advance or decline of the surplus produce
of Corn, from the countries bordering on that stream.

Exports of Wheat and Rye from the Cities of
Dattfeic and Elbing :

TNT T*l
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In the next five years, the quantity still increasing,
reached its greatest height, and more Corn was then

exported than in the following twenty years.



119

The circum&tances which produced that great Ex-

portation of Corn, from 1801 to 1805, are of much

importance in the consideration of the prospects of

future expoi tations ; and the causes by which, in the

space of the previous years, they were enabled to

attain to that height, deserve to be traced.

Under the Act 31 Geo. III. cap. SO, (1791,) t-e

ports of England had been constantly open for Un
years, for the importation of Wheat. If the averse
price of Wheat was below 50.?. the quarter, it was

charged with a duty of 24.9. 3d. ;
if above 50,?. and

below 54.9. a duty of 2s. 6cl. ; and if above 54.?. with

a duty of only Qd. From th year 17.il. when that

Act was passed, the price of Wheat, with the excep-
tion of a short period in 1798, was constantly ;'

54-v.
; and what was imported was therefore charged

with only the duty of tid. per quarter. During; two
he ten years, Wheat in Enp-lantl had been ai

er quarter, and in the last of them ro^e a;

>7*.

Our laws at that ti:ne !.::1-J restraints en il;

of Corn from Ireland, and that part of the e;
'

Made the progress it has since done in the culti-

vation of Corn.

The ports of England were not : ,; during
this term; but by the Act of 3-J Q< . c. 21,

premiums were given on Corn inv : to secure the

rters, whether in British or :;
'

vessel-::,

certain prices, till 500.000 quarters should have been

imported, after which the premiums were to be

reduced. This Act, passed in 179^ for a year,
continued by another Act in 1797 ; and, with different

intermediate modifications, pren iums to i

the importers of Corn and Flour vrcre established till

1801.

During the ten years, from 1791 to 1801, there

was a constant demand in France for foreign Corr
v ;

several deficient harvests had been experienced at the



beginning of the Revolution. The agents of France
were employed, both in Europe and America, in pur-

chasing Corn and hiring neutral vessels to convey ii

to France ; paying but little regard to the price they

gave for it, or to the rate of freight at which it could

be transported. Holland, which scarcely has ever

grown Corn sufficient for its own consumption, felt a

great want, owing to its internal sources of supply
from Germany and Flanders being diverted from tlie

usual channels by the circumstances of the war.

Sweden for many years had looked for some supply
from Prussia, not, indeed, of Wheat to any extent.

but chiefly of Rye. During the period we are now

considering, that country had been afflicted with

several successive deficient harvests ; and such was.' the

distress from want of Corn, that a large part of the

population had been compelled to use the Bark of

Trees as a substitute for Rye. That kingdom thus

became a market which could take as much as her

poverty could find the means of paying for. In addi-

tion to these external circumstances, the land in Poland

was less burthened with taxes than it is at present.
The tenth Groschen war-tax was not then enacted.

Some other taxes, then imposed, have not been since

abandoned. In Prussia, likewise, taxation is higher
now than from 1801 to 1805.

These combined circumstances gave to the agricul-
ture of Poland and Prussia a portion of capital and

motives to exertion, which produced the vast surplus
that was exported from 1801 to 1805. Ten years of

unexampled prosperity were, however, needed to reach

the point which those years exhibit, and it was only

by gradual steps that it was attained.

The impulse given by the open markets, and by
the high prices which had opened them, acted with

accumulated force in the next five years, and raised

the surplus, as we have seen, somewhat higher.
If the same powerful stimulus could now be applied
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to excite the cultivators, in Poland and in Prussia, to

inert5

supplies of Corn, as were experk-
from ! iaUl, it would be ru-sonable to

elude that the result might be the same as is exhl

in the quantities of Wheat exported from 1801 to.

It mi^ht produce, with ten years' increased,

Ion, and with the ition of the capital
d in thvse ten years of prosperity, a quantity

! to that which was exported in the years of tae

prem . told, when in Poland, th-.t

durii; . prosperous years, Wheat was brought Ly
land car: the Vistula, from distances far too

great to be xpenses without the enor,

price.s v\ i. re in the markets of Eng:
France. It

'

'.. not only from the fait hcst parts
of G'dlicia, b from the vicinity of Lrunn and,

tz, in ?.L:;ravia. It \vas said, that some r-;

. . at of Hungary was conY| rtheCarpr.:
-, to Cracow, and there shipped in flats fjr

Dantzic and Il --ilst Volhynia a

were emptied of their stores.

ether these reports are true, or to what extent

they are true, it is natural to suppose that the v<_.y

price which "Whc-at had reached in the years
unde: .ration, must li

limits of the circle from which it would be collected,

and wot.-.' Li ;e the inhabitants to dijpatcri t

high . i-ed by the excr-

.

By th i)t application of all these pow
stimuli, which were in operation during ten years, we
have seen that at length the surplus. of Wheat, which
the Vistula and its borders, extended to unusual

dimensions, could yield, amounted to 550,000 quar-
ters annually, or about sufficient, supposing the whole
to be sent here for the consumption of tliis kr.ig
with its present population, during the space of twelve

days.
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It is scarcely to be calculated that the same recur-

rence of circumstances, propitious to the Agricul-
tural prosperity of the lands on the border of t<;c>

Vistula, should again present itself. Neither t< >

demands of France or England are likely to be vv

great, or to continue for so loiig a period, as at that

time. It is scarcely to be calculated upon, that

future wars will be so long in duration, or spread over

so extensive a field of operations, as those which re. >

out of the Revolution of France; and it is thereiV..v

not likely that the quantity exported will ever ris

so great an amount. Whatever stimulus may be

applied to excite the agricultural improvement of the

banks of the Vistula, its effect must be weak ar.d

powerless, when compared with the excitement it

received from 1791 to 1805.

If wTe suppose the Cost of Wheat to the grower in

the vicinity of Warsaw, to be about 28.?. per quarter,
and all the Expenses of Conveyance to our markets

to be 20,9. more, and that it could be sold here for

6'0.9. or 64--S'. we may presume that such a stimulus

would produce great exertions, and a correspondent
increase of supply ; some abatement in the force of

that stimulus would be probably felt in an increase of

freight, and other charges, but the prospect of a profit

of 12s. or 14*. would give a powerful impulse to cul-

tivation. What is here stated, is upon the supposi-

tion, of course a mere supposition, that no duty would
be imposed on Foreign Wheat on its introduction

hito this kingdom. Supposing a duty should be

imposed, it will of course weaken the force of the

stimulus ; and if it should be so high, as, when added

to the costs and charges, to raise it above the price at

which it could be sold in our markets, it would become

a repellant instead of a stimulus, especially ifit should

be viewed as a permanent enactment.

If a Duty in this country of 10*. or 12-y. per quarter
was imposed, it would not allow of such a profit, on



123

the supposition of the price being from 60s. to

as to induce any great exertions to increase cul-

tivation in the bordering districts on the Vistula.

The chance of a rise occasioned by war, by a winter

so severe as to injure vegetation, or by a rainy har-

vest season, might induce those of a speculative turn

to increase their growth of Wheat; but those who
have that turn, and have the means of indulging it,

are so few, that they would produce no sensible in-

crease in the general surplus.
I see no reason to believe, that with such a Duty

as I have mentioned for England, and a Price from
60s. to 64.v. and with some similar Regulation in

France, that the Surplus Corn produced in Poland,

including all the countries near enough to the Vistula
to send their Corn to that stream, would materially
increase in common seasons, or very much, if at all,

exceed the Average produce of that country; the

greater part of this might probably be Wheat, and if

the duty were alike on all the various qualities of that

Grain, none would be sent here but that part which
is the driest, heaviest, and whitest. The inferior de-

scriptions would not pay for importation, unless the

Average in England was much more than 64-y.

WILLIAM JACOB.

Corn Returns Office, 9,\st February, 1826.
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Appendix. No. 1.

THl- SCHEFVELS RENDERED INTO ENGLISH QUARTERS.

RETURNS FROM THE CUSTOM HOUSES OF THORN
AND SCHMALLEMNKEN.

An Account of the Quantities of Grain imported by water

carriage, in the Years 1816, 1817, and 1818, from POLAND and

RVSSIA, having paid duty at Thorn.

YEARS.
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Appendix, No. 2.

A PAPER DRAWN UP BY MR. CONSUL GIBSON,
AT DANTZIC.

There were cleared at the Custom-House in Thorn, and which
came to Dantzic or Elbin :

and
Lasts of Wheat.



133

covered with sails. When heaped up in a slanting form, when it

is on the land, the rain does not penetrate deep. Whatever por-
tion is affected by wet is carefully taken off, turned, and generally
sold separately. By this practice it is frequently greatly sprouted,
sometimes so much so, as to be quite green.

Barley and Oats are seldom brought from Poland, even when

prices are good, at least not from the distant part, as they suffer

more than Wheat and Rye, when exposed to the weather.

Of late years the Grain has been brought from the nearer parts
of Poland, mostly in covered craft, and some even from the

Vistula as far as Cracow. By this mode it arrives in much bet-

ter condition. To Konigsbergh the Grain from Lithuania is

brought in covered craft.

Dantzic, (Signed) ALEX. GIBSON.

the 23rd Aug. 1825.

Appendix, No. 3.

COMMUNICATION FROM MR. CONSUL GIBSON,
OF DANTZIC.

The present state of wheat at Dantzic may be about 280,000

quarters, and at Elbing about 100,000*. It is not likely the

further supplies this year will be great, unless prices should rise

considerably, when a good deal might be brought from the nearer

parts. There are stocks in the country, but probably not very
large any where ; the production having been circumscribed "by
the decreasing demand.
The present average price of Wheat, as paid to the Farmer, is

here at most 22s. per quarter.
The price has not been so low for a great many years, and

may be considered unnatural, from there being no regular, and
at best but a very limited demand.
The present price cannot, therefore, be called remunerating to

the Farmer, as not resulting from a natural relation between De-
mand and Supply in a free state of trade, by which the remune-

rating price is regulated ; but from a forced state of things, the

buyers having much risk to run in speculating, and the sellers

being, from necessity, compelled to sell for what they can obtain.

The producers of Wheat continue growing it, in hopes ofa demand

The error on the Stock of Wheat at Elbing is rectified by a letter of
the 2nd January, 1826.
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appearing, and in order to keep their land in cultivation. If

disappointed, and without other means, they don't pay their rents,

or the interest of money mortgaged upon their estates (the money
from the Landschaft costs only 4>l. 6s. per cent, interest and

charges), or their debts generally ; and the consequence too often

is, that their estates are put under sequestration by their creditors.

Did grain of any other kind pay a remunerating price, less Wheat
would of course be grown, but it is much the same with every

species of Corn, as is evident from so many of the Farmers and
Landholders being insolvent. The Regency could give the best

information on this head, as they must know how many estates

in the province are under sequestration, and how many farmers

don't pay the public burthens. In the same view could the Re-

gency show, what Revenue the Royal Domains yield, compared
with that of former times.

It may generally be said, that the only solvent Landholders or

Farmers, in these parts, are those who produce something more

profitable than Grain. The breeding of sheep, being profitable,
is at present much attended to. For sheep, indeed, a certain

quantity of straw must be provided, and thence of Wheat or

Rye grown ; but the regular production of these for sale must

ultimately depend upon the demand for the Grain.

Regarding the price at which Wheat could be produced, this

is a question of a very relative nature. It depends much upon
the rate of rent the Landlord ought to receive, and upon the

expenses of the Growers, as they ought to live, according to their

situation in life. At present, the rent of land for growing Wheat,
or other Corn, is, in most cases, little or nothing ;

and the cul-

tivators of Corn, if they have not other means of subsistence, are

obliged to submit to many privations, if not reduced to absolute

want. A fair remunerating price for the Landlords and Culti-

vators must certainly be higher than the present rate ;
and it

might be best estimated by taking the average price for a number
of years back, excepting years of dearth, when provisions were

unusually high.
The quantity of Wheat likely to be produced at the present

prices, to answer foreign demand, is assuredly small, and tends

to decrease, excepting perhaps with those Cultivators who are

enabled, by Sheep-breeding or otherwise, to keep their estates

in cultivation, with no profit, or even with loss. At a fair remu-

nerating price, the quantity produced would naturally be increased ;

but it would always be regulated by the profit it yielded compared
with that on other productions of the soil, at present by the profit

yielded by wool. To insure an increased quantity, the price
must yield greater profit than other agricultural productions.
The supplies of Grain for a course of years, at Dantzic, Elbing,

Konigsburg, and Memel, compared with the prices, may probably
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give the most correct ideas, how much could be brought to mar-

ket, ifrequired, making, perhaps, some little addition for improved

knowledge in agricultural matters.

Yet it should not be overlooked, that a fair remunerating price,

upon which the quantity brought to market must ultimately de-

pend, is also a point of relative estimation. \\ hat might be

thought remunerating at present, would not probably be so con-

sidered, if the prices advanced, and continued so for some time,

for rents would tend to rise, and the expense of living and of

production to increase accordingly ; and at the time when the

Cultivators have received 40s. to 50s. per quarter, or more, for

their Wheat, they assuredly would not have thought 30s. or 35*. a

remunerating price, as they might do at this moment, when rents

have decreased, and their wants have, from necessity, been cur-

tailed greatly. The higher price of one production of the soil

naturally tends to raise that of other productions : the greater

expenses tend to have a like effect on all ; and these circum-

stances operate on each other reciprocally. Did the price of
Wheat in Prussia and Poland bear a fair proportion to the price
in England, the want of the Cultivators, in the respectivecountries,
would increase in like proportion ;

all the attendant expenses in

these parts would rise, and it needed not be feared, that the

Prussian and Polish Cultivators would undersell the English, in

their own market, to a great extent. The more free the Corn
trade was, the less would this need to be apprehended in the long
run, as by prices in Prussia and Poland rising more on a level

with those in England, it would become a greater consideration,
whether the speculation might answer, which would operate as a
control

;
and were an import duty, for the first, imposed in

England, importation would be checked the more, unless in dear
times. Such duty might tend to confine the importation to the
finer qualities, and in some degree to exclude the inferior from
Prussia and other parts ; thus diminishing the quantity imported.
The subjoined Tables of the quantity of Wheat exported from

Dantaic and Elbing, during a series of years, and the average
price at Dantzic (at Elbing they are much the same), will show
the little fear there is of an inundating quantity from this quarter,
even if the cultivators received Like prices. In fact, it was only
an increase of price, or the prospect of it, that produced an
increase of quantity, and which again became smaller as the price
declined. It is to be observed, that the supplies during that

period were greater than in former times, as will be seen from a

table of the Exports, for nearly two hundred years back, from

Dantzic, which had too in early times a much greater portion of
the Polish trade than latterly.

But it would evidently be for the advantage of Britain, as a

mercantile country, to enable the people of Poland and Pi
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to improve their condition, because that would create in them
more wants, which, to a certain extent, would be supplied by
British industry. The imports to Prussia and Poland have de-

creased much of late years, from the diminished means of the

people to buy ; so much so, that consignments of goods for sale

here are almost always attended with loss, and are with much

difficulty to be disposed of. By a more free Corn trade, Britain

and Prussia, with Poland, would become more reciprocally
beneficial.

It merits consideration, that the people in these parts are enabled
to eat cheaper bread than those in England, not merely in pro-

portion to the difference in the price of Wheat in the two countries,
but to the difference between the price of Wheat in England, and

Rye in these parts, which is the Bread Corn of their population ;

and that bears generally only from one-half to two-thirds the

price of Wheat here. What encouragement does not this give
the people of these parts, to compete in various branches of

industry. The machinery and capital of England may at present
counterbalance the advantage of cheaper food, and thence of

cheaper labour, but will it always remain so ? May not ma-

chinery and capital be created in, or be removed even from

England to other countries ? England may indeed prevent

injurious competition within the bounds of her dominion, but will

she be able to make head against competitors in their own coun-

try, or in other countries, particularly if, by being involved in a

maritime war, she has higher premiums of insurance to pay?
\Vould it not be more beneficial to England, as a mercantile

country, to induce agricultural nations to remain so as long as

profitable, rather than to force them to become manufacturers ?

The advantages other countries have over England, in a fair com-

petition, from provisions being so much cheaper, are, at present,

very evident, with respect to the expense of navigating ships, as

the Prussian ship-owners have the crews at half the wages, and

can maintain them at less than half the expense, that English ship-
owners can do, independently of the smaller cost of the ships,

partly from the heavy duties in England on timber, and partly
from the higher wages. The Prussian shipping must gradually

supersede the English, wherever their rights are equal. The
Prussian ship-owners indeed labour under a disadvantage, from

their seamen being subject to a conscription, which takes away all

the best men
;
but the press in time of war is equally injurious

to the British owner. It is true the latter has the advantage of a

wider field for his undertakings, of having better ships, and being
able to sail them all the year, while the Prussian owner cannot

navigate his vessels in the winter, at least to or from Prussia.

Agriculture, trade, and commerce being means for supplying
men's wants, must extend as these wants increase. But the wants
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of a man increase accordingly as he is able to satisfy them ; and

his moral means to do so, depend upon the freedom of action and

of intercourse he enjoys. With that eternal spur to action, and

with a free scope to his exertions, must the wants and the powers
of man be continually developed ; hence agriculture, trade, and

commerce be continually extended ; and the prosperity of every
man must increase with, and be dependent on, that of his fellow-

creatures. It is the .same as with intelligence, which ever

increases with the free communication of ideas. The true prin-

ciples on which all branches of industry prosper, rest on the two

golden rules of life (exactly reversed by the restrictive system),
" Love thy neighbour as thyself," and " Do as thou wouldst be

done by."

Dantzic, (Signed) ALEX. GIBSOK.

17 th August, 1825.

Dantzic, the 2nd January, 1826.

My dear Sir,

I did myself the honour to address you, on the 29th past,
under cover of Mr. Lack, when I sent a note of the quantity of

Grain exported in 1825, from hence andElbing, with the present
stocks here. The present stocks at Elbing cannot be exactly
ascertained, as the holders keep them private ; but the brokers

compute them, by what I since learn, at

About 7,000 Lasts of Wheat,
- - 1,200 - - Rye,

150 - -
Barley,

And - - 700 - - Oats.

I hope it will not be disagreeable that I trouble you with these

particulars ;
and am, very respectfully,

Dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

ALEX. GIBSON.

Wm. Jacob, Esq.
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Appendix, No. 5.

STOCKS AT ELBING, AT THE END OF THE

YEAR.

IN
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Appendix, No. (j.

LIST OF SHIPS THAT DEPARTED FROM PILL A I":

f

British. Prussian.
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Appendix, No. 6, continued.

LIST FROM PILLAU, OF GRAIN :

IN
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Appendix, No. 8.

EXPORTED FROM RIGA:

r

IN

1814 - - - -

1815 - -

1816

1817 - - -
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Appendix, Xo. 9-

TRANSLATION of -parts ofa MEMOIR circulated among the

Landowners in BRANDENBURG, POMERANIA, and WEST PRUSSIA.

OUR ardent hopes for a rise in the prices of Corn, founded on

the expectation that England may open its Ports, have unhappily

again vanished. The new liberal policy adopted by England,
with regard to commerce, has not been extended to the Corn

Trade ;
and the motions of Mr. Huskisson and Mr. Whitmore,

as well as the numerous petitions that were laid before Parlia-

ment, did not meet with any success. It is doubtful whether

they will have a better fate in the next Sessions, should even a

new Parliament assemble. The influence of the Members of

the House of Lords, whose interests (in this instance) are at

variance with those of the community at large, being too pre-

vailing ;
and besides, the present prices of Corn are not felt to be

so oppressive, while trade and commerce extend themselves so

largely. The opinion, too, is common in England, that there

are immense quantities of Grain accumulated in every corner of

the Continent, and with which England might become over-

stocked, should a repeal of the Corn Laws take place.
But even in case of a repeal of the Corn Bill, the advantages

accruing from it will never be so paramount as we flatter our-

selves they will be. They will be lessened by a new duty of 10

or 15 shillings per quarter, levied upon the importation of Grain.

There are, besides, similar prohibitory laws existing in Portugal,

Spain, France, and the Netherlands
;
and the Corn trade, actually

destroyed, cannot be restored by a repeal of the Corn Bill

alone. In order to restore it to its full course, all the fetters with

which it has been oppressed must be taken from it. But an

emancipation of this extent cannot be expected until a year of

scarcity, with famine, disturbances, and even insurrection in its

train, shall dictate it. Such a catastrophe may perhaps approach
sooner than is expected. The extremes are not so distant from
each other as people generally believe. The prevailing opinion,
that the production of Corn in all countries greatly exceeds the

consumption, and that immense quantities are actually every where
hoarded up, is quite erroneous. This idea of a vast abundance
is but imaginary, and for the following reasons :

1. Because those countries which formerly drew the deficiency

required for their subsistence from the North, have themselves
had several good and rich harvests.

'2. Because the Corn traders (speculanten) in the Corn coun-

tries, have almost ceased to exist as such ; and the few of them
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still remaining, offer their stock in all parts for sale, and have

their Corn partly stored up in foreign countries.

3. The quantities remaining with the farmers are but very

insignificant. Formerly the stock hoarded up by the Corn
traders and farmefs was much greater, perhaps five times as

much as it is now. The impoverished condition to which

the formerly great Corn factors in all the northern sea ports
have been reduced, and the scarcity of money with almost all

the farmers, has rendered the accumulation of large quantities
of Corn impossible ;

and besides, the bad quality of the Grain,
since some years, did not even allow it. It is a difficult task,

nay impossible, to give an accurate estimate of the surplus quan-
tities of Corn in all the countries of Europe. But according to a

Calculation which seems to approach the truth, it appears that

the Grain accumulated in Europe, including Wheat, Rye, Barley,
and Oats, amounts to 3,680,000 quarters ; namely,

Quarters.

In Germany, exclusive of the Prussian dominions 581,000
the Prussian Dominions
Poland and Russia

Denmark

England
the Netherlands

France, Spain, Portugal, and the ports of the

Black Sea - .... 581,000

3,680,000

In this statement, the Corn which lays under bond in England,

amounting to about 400,000 quarters, is included. However,
all these quantities are insufficient to fill out a somewhat consi-

derable deficiency in the crop of one single great country ;
nor

is it even the fourth part of the quantity necessary for its sub-

sistence. That this enumerated surplus might hereafter be

increased, is, indeed, improbable, as the consumption itself, both
of men and cattle, is augmenting annually, while the production
is retrograding. The Corn actually under bond in England will

scarcely supply the thirtieth part of its annual consumption ;

while the whole surplus quantity of Europe cannot supply the

population of France with bread for one month.
But such periods of scarcity cannot fail to arrive sooner or

later, when all prohibitions will have a frightful termination.

With all the accumulated gold and silver, it will be impossible
to prevent the evils of famine

; potatoes might then, perhaps,
serve as a substitute, and the prosperity of nations is thus

undoubtedly put at stake by assertions statistically erroneous.
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It is obvious, that, were the Corn Trade tree every where, the

prices would be higher, at least they were so in former years,

when the accumulation of Corn was probably five times as large
as it is now. But many years may still elapse before such an

involuntary emancipation will take place, and it is therefore

incumbent on us to take every means for averting our present
distress w ith the least possible delay. Whether and how far the

following plan might promote the end proposed, I leave to an

enlightened public to judge.
From the system of erecting granaries, as proposed some

time ago, we can expect no radical benefit, for motives that

have already undergone a sufficient examination. Such gra-
naries would besides contribute to strengthen still more the

prejudice entertained by foreign countries, of having accu-

mulated large quantities of Corn, prejudices which prove at

this time so detrimental to us. The exportation of Flour to

South America, tried here and there, is as yet too inconsiderable

to affect beneficially the prices. It is therefore the opinion of

the Author of this Sketch, that it is only by a thorough annihi-

lation of very considerable quantities of Grain that the prices
can be raised ; and which, situated as we are, can be effected in

no other way than by an increased consumption in our agricul-
tural branches.

It was only now and then that an agriculturist found it pro-
fitable to himself to feed his finest flocks with part of his Corn :

in general it did not answer. Since, however, the price of Wool

began to rise considerably, the advantage of feeding with Corn
has become obvious, and this system has become remunerating
since Wool has risen from 30 to 33 per cent. This state of

things allows now the feeding with Corn on a very extensive

scale, and surely deserves much consideration, as being an

effectual means of raising the price of Corn.

The well-known political causes which have given birth to

a greater consumption of Wool, lead us to expect that the pre-
sent high prices will maintain themselves still longer. It is true,
that the same causes will effect an increase in the production of
Wool

; this, however, can be done, from the steps of nature

itself, but gradually ; and as it is a general known rule, founded
on experience in rural economy, that a sheep, when allowed

during the winter season, besides its ordinary food of hay, straw,

&c. an extra supply of 85 to 96 pounds weight (English) of

Corn, will yield from half to three quarters of a pound, and
sometimes more Wool; the feeding of 100 sheep with lo~>

bushels of Rye would by this means yield an increase in the

produce of Wool, of 71 pounds weight at least.

By this system the bushel of Rye will realise the following

prices ; namelv,



148

1*. Ik/, -if Wool fetches 4.v. 2\il. the pound weight.
Is. 3d. 2s. IQirf. - - - -

And 1*. Orf. ----- 2s. 2d.

To this must be added the profits arising from fattening
the animal itself, and which are by no means inconsiderable.

They may be estimated at three shillings upon each sheep ; and
as those destined for the meat market generally form the fourth

part of the flock, the bushel of Corn will by this means realise

still sixpence more.
The number of fine-wooled sheep in Germany amounts to

between 8 and 10 millions, Prussia alone containing 4 millions

at least
;
and if only half that number be fed with Corn, all the

surplus Corn which is complained of as being an incumbrance
will be annihilated, and a considerable rise in the price of Grain
must finally take place. This measure will perhaps have its

influence upon foreign countries, as our surplus quantity will

then be no more an object of consideration with them.

Under analogous circumstances the English were feeding their

cattle during the continental^ system (and the present prohibition
is in some respects a fac simile) with Muscovado sugar, in order

to raise the prices of this article ; why then should we not do the

same ? It is not to be apprehended that this substantial food

would lower the price of wool
; the increase of wool would not

amount to more than two or three million pounds weight, while

the consumption of England and France is actually 40 million

pounds weight at least. Besides, the higher price of Corn being
a consequence of this system, would then counterbalance the

deficit in the prices of Wool, which might arise from the

increasing production of that article.

Appendix, No. 10. Translation.

An Account, showing the Importation and Exportation of

Corn, viz. of Wheat and of Rye, Barley, Oats, Beans, Pease, and

Tares, from 1816 to 1824, inclusive, in the Provinces of East

Prussia, West Prussia, and Pomerania.

The Importation into East Prussia is partly from Poland,

partly from Russia.

The Importation into West Prussia is solely from Poland.

The Importation into Pomerania is partly from Russia, and

partly from Mecklenburgh.
(See following Table.)
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Translation qf Appendix, No. 11. (A.)

WITH PRUSSIA* MEASURES AND MONIES CALCULATED IN

DENOMINATION.

MR. ROTHE. PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT OF
DANTZIC.

1. \\~Jiat are the prices of the different descriptions of
Grain which verejixed by the Landschaft, and in zzhat year
were they sofixed ?

The prices of Corn regulated by the Landschaft were fixed

on the 22nd July, in the year 1 794, at the following rates : Wheat,
2*. Qd. to 3*. 6rf. per lf bushel ; Rye, from Is. 6rf. to 2*. 9eL ;

Barley, from Is. 3d. to Is. 9d.
; Oats, from 9d. to If. 3d. ;

and

Pease, from Is. fid. to 2*. 6d.

It was ordained, that the higher or lower prices between

these limits should be determined according to the greater or

less distance of the several estates from the sea ports, which

were considered as the chief markets for Corn. It must be

observed, that at the time these prices were taken as a guide, the

duty-work system was still in existence, and could be made
available in the management of the estates. The estates valued

in conformity with these prices of Grain, were then in a prosperous
state ; and they were enabled, without difficulty, to fulfil the

engagements that might be contracted, as long as the market

prices were obviously higher than the valuations assumed. As
the prices began and continued to decline, embarrassment and

insolvency have been produced, where no peculiar circumstances

favourable to the proprietors interposed to assist them.
In this distressing state of affairs, the Government has resolved,

in a constitutional way, with the concurrence of the Deputies of

the Landschaft, to reform the principles of the valuation, the

result of which may be shortly expected.

2. What proportion did the amount to be advanced upon
the estates, bear to the valuation ?

The sum advanced upon the estates was determined to be half

the amount of their valuations
; however, under peculiar circum-

stances, a tenth part more than half their value might be borrowed,
with the consent of the Landschaft.

8. On what class of estates, and on what number, in the

province of West Prussia, ha* money been borrowed by
U



means of the Landschaft, and how many of them are at

present unencumbered by such mortgages ?

At first, only such estates as were of noble or knightly tenure

were inscribed on the Hypothecation books, but afterwards all

other lands held in absolute property were admitted.

The divisions of the Landschaft do not exactly correspond with

the political divisions of the provinces, and hence the answer
cannot be given, confined to the exact limits in which it is put to

the question,
" On what number in West Prussia has money been

borrowed by means of the Landschaft, and how many are at

present encumbered?" It is hoped that the inquiry may be
satisfied by stating, that within a district of about 150 square

leagues (3,200 English square miles, or 2,048,000 acres), one
hundred and ninety-five estates are encumbered with mortgage
deeds, and sixty-seven remain without such encumbrances.

4. How many of these estates are actually under seques-
tration^ or are itkely soon to be so ?

Of those hundred and ninety-five encumbered estates, seventy-
one are under sequestration ; the remaining part endeavour to

maintain themselves in a state of solvency, by the breeding of
fine-wooled sheep, and by giving a different direction to their

farming capital. Every possible support is given to them.

5. What was the nett revenue of the royal domains in the

year o/"l815? How much do they yield now? Are the

rents paid regularly ? Are many of the smaller landholders

or farmers in arrears ?

According to the budget of 1815, the nett revenue of the royal
domains amounted to 173,600 D s 8 Sg

5 9 Pf. (or .26,044. 105.

9rf. sterling), but in the year 1824, was stated to be (170D* HSg*
7Pf. or (.25,584. IGs. sterling.) Of the latter sum, 6,506D 10

Sg
8 3Pf. (or .975. 19*. sterling,) has been abated to the farmers

in the last year, in consideration of the unfavourable circum-

stances. But though ii) strictness this rent should be received,

yet of those of the last year only there are arrears, amounting to

the considerable sum of 31,713D 2Sg* 4 Pf. or (.4,756. 19*.

2d. sterling,) and no reliance can be placed on their being

discharged. The greatest part is due from the smaller farmers.

6. Are m,any seizures made of the effects of those indi-

viduals, to get the taxes paid ?

As to the taxes, the Government facilitates their discharge, by
allowing them to be paid in small instalments, and at such periods
as are the least inconvenient to the. contributors. It occurs

therefore but very seldom that seizures are made for arrears of
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that nature. This is, however, not the case with regard to the

rents ; and whereas they were formerly paid without proceedings

being instituted, and even generally without any previous notice

being given, yet compulsory means must now very frequently
be had recourse to for securing payment, and even these prove
often unavailing, as is shown by the former answer.

7. What is the estimate of the cost of production of the

different descriptions of Grain, as Wheat, Rye, Barley, and

Oats, exclusive of rent?

The results vary extremely, from the quality of the soil, its

greater or less fertility, the quantity of labour which each of the

estates may command, and even from the influence of the season

on one and the same estate. It is therefore necessary to refer to

individual estates, and to particular years.
It appears, from the first Table of a statement produced under

the title of "
Agricultural Notices," by a conscientious individual,

that the expenses of production on the estate of Kopitkowo,
exceeded in the year 1824 (when the market price was, for Wheat,
from 4s. to 4.?. 6rf. ; Rye, Is. 6d.; Barley, 1*. 2|rf. ; and Oats,
lid. per 1^4 bushel) 472 D (or .70. 16s. sterling) the amount
for which the Grains were sold. Another Agriculturist calculates

in his statement, his loss upon the farm of Subkaw to be still

greater, namely 25l'B $

2.5Sg
$

(or .38. ids. 6d. sterling) on a

sale of 9G9D* 4Sg (or .145. 7*. 3d. sterling*).
In both calculations no notice has been taken of rent

;
in the

former it is brought forward separately, amounting to 3,605 D*

(or .540. 5s. sterling), according to the cost of the land originally.
Hence the result, that the cost of production proves to be higher
than the above-mentioned prices of 4*. or -l-s. 6d. for Wheat ;

Rye, Is. 6d.; Barley, 1*. 2{r/.; and Oats. lid. per If& bushel.

But it cannot be ascertained, with sufficient accuracy, how much
the expenses may be higher than the market price. The result

of both calculations leaves an average loss of 20 per.cent.
It is material to remark, that 1824 was a year extremely

favourable, and remunerated agriculture with a rich harvest in a

peculiar degree. A less plentiful crop will therefore prove still

more prejudicial to the interests of the grower. That in such a

case higher prices might counterbalance the deficiency of produce,
cannot be generally maintained ; and still less with regard to a

district in which the production of Corn, even in years of less

abundance, exceeds the consumption, and into which Grain is

imported from the neighbouring country. It would then require

* In the latter calculations the prices were laid down somewhat lower,
and also the expenses of transport were added to it, to which however no

be made.
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very complicated comparisons and combinations to answer this

question with accuracy, or even to collect together the requisite
materials. To effect this, more time will be necessary than is

allowed for giving the requisite answers. But to what purpose
will such a calculation serve, since it is certain that the market is

not governed by the cost of production, but that the demand has
a far more decided influence in raising prices ; and that, on the

other hand, the grower will not be induced to continue production
for the mere cost of cultivation, but will endeavour speedily to

turn his land to other purposes ? A great many intelligent

agriculturists indeed have already effected this change, by intro-

ducing a system of husbandry that tends to diminish tillage.

The author of the above-mentioned Statement presents sub.

No. I. a valuable document relative to the proportionate alterations

which rural economy has already undergone ; and by which it

appears, that of 6,927 acres of tillage land that were formerly
under the plough in his neighbourhood, only 4,865 acres are at

this time occupied with the cultivation of Grain, and the remaining
,062 acres are applied to other purposes.
The breeding of Sheep offers, by the propagation inherent in

that branch of rural economy, a substitute no less remunerating
than susceptible of extension.

8. What w? the amount of the Wages of Agricultural
labour ? Are they paid in money\ or in kind ?

The Wages of agricultural labour in the greater part of the

district, on an average amount to 4 Sg* (near five pence) a day,
and which is generally paid in money ; payment in kind is but

seldom given, and it is rather customary that the labouring
families who engage themselves on an estate, obtain tenements,

garden ground, and, in some cases, fuel ; they generally pay
tent for these, which is deducted at the settlement, or quarter-

day, from the wages they have earned. This price of labour, or

amount of 30 dollars (.4. 10s. sterling) a-head annually, yielding
no more than what a person wants for bread, salt, clothing, taxes,

and minor objects, cannot be diminished without lessening the

power of labour and its usefulness.

Besides this description of labour, a number of servants, males

ahd females, of different degrees, are employed in each farm,

about other work of husbandry, and to attend to the agricultural

and grazing Cattle ; they receive wages from 30 down to 10

dollars (.4. 10s. tof.l. 10s. sterling.)

On a considerable estate, consisting of several farms, and

where husbandry is still vigorously kept up, these wages amount
as high as 800 to 1000 dollars (.120 to .150 sterling), besides

free board. The duty work hitherto in use has been entirely

abolished in the R oval Domains, and also for the greater part in
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the estates of noble nd knightly tenure. It does not therefore

come here into consideration.

9. What proportion does the nett surplus ofproduce bear

to the whole production ?

This question does not admit of a general answer. Some
information is however given by the author of the Agricultural

Notices, in his Statement, No. 11, by which he shows, that out of

a lot of estates, comprehending about 12,600 acres, with about

?,000 souls, a stock of 10,000 Sheep, with a proportionate number
of agricultural and grazing Cattle : the produce of Grain to have

been 10,000 quarters, the quantity sold 3,040, of which 1,820

quarters remained, consequently, as the surplus quantity for

the markets.

It must be observt-d :

1 . That the quantity of Grain mentioned in this Statement, as

being brought in, was supplied to the breweries and distilleries,

and refers therefore only to those estates where that branch is

still cultivated.

2. That this surplus cannot be considered as the nett surplus

growth of the district, but that the towns first provide their own

supply out of it.

1 0. What proportion do the public taxes of every des-

cription bear to the surplus production ?

The public taxes, under which denomination is probably meant,
not only those that are paid to the Government, but also for

churches, schools, the poor, repair of roads, and other similar

institutions of public utility, have no determinate relation to the

production. Even of such as are levied upon the land itself, the

taxation was made in former times, and so far rendered permanent
upon public grounds, that no subsequent changes had produced
any alteration on it.

The other taxes extend partly to trade and industry, partly to

luxury, and even to the good-will of the individual, and cannot

therefore be estimated.

Thus much however can be asserted as obvious, that when
once a more open intercourse connected the nations together, and

reciprocal assistance from the various productions raised and

promoted each other's activity, yielding to it in unrestrained

course an encouraging remuneration, all those taxes, so far from

having been found oppressive, allowed even to the lower classes

the means of providing themselves with the produce and manu-
factures of nearer and remoter countries,

It is also obvious, that as an individual, from whom his former
commercial connections withdraw, will retire more and more
within himself, and rely more upon his own means, so a nation
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with whom intellect, intensely as well as extensively, is advancing
from year to year with considerable strides, and which moreover

possesses in abundance all the necessaries for subsistence, will

not despair, but will know how, by means of reducing her

enjoyments, and by improving on her exertions and experience,
to restore the balance disturbed by unfavourable external cir-

cumstances, and learn to rely upon her own resources.

11. What quantities of the different kinds ofGrain have

been shipped down the Vistula,from theyear 1815 to the year
1825, that paid the duty at the custom-house at Thorn ?

This question can only be answered here as far as it regards
the importation into Dantzic. The quantities imported are as

follows :

Qrs. of Wheat. Qis. of Rye.

1815 - - 36,793 - - - 32,666

1816 - - 172,724 - - 15,403

1817 - 258,307 - 173,329

1818 - - 369,698 - - - 59,485

1819 - 388,404 - - - 50,906

1820 - - 322,256 - - - 65,762

1821 - - 103,555 - - - 47,360

1822 - - 40,775 - - - 13,043

1823 - - 75,275 - - 17,228

1824 - - 134,617 - - 49,755

12. How much ofthese quantities that paid duty has been

importedfrom the Russian, and how muchfrom the Austrian

dominions ?

Detailed accounts from Thorn have been requested, and may
be shortly expected.

ROTHE,
President of Government.

Dantzic, 22nd August, 1825.
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Translation ofAppendix, No. ll.(B.)

AGRICULTURAL NOTICES.

Kopitkan-o, 16th June, 1825. Jruvs PREHX.

I. Account ofthe Expenses ofProduction, and ofthe proportion

they bear to the Produce of Grain, during the agricultural Year

of ISj-y. n the Estate of Kopitkowo, containing about 2,018

acres of arable Land, and 504 acres of Pasturage, of which about

1,040 acres were cultivated with Grains of every description.

The Grains sold in the market fetched the following prices ; viz.

Wheat, 4s. 6d.
; Rye, from 1*. 3{d. to Is. 5d. ; Peas, 2s.

; and

Barley, Is. 5d. per scheffel of 1,55 bushels.

Sterling.

Money entered in the year ISfy, for different kinds ? . s. d.

of Grain sold, M 2,553 Dollars - - - - - f382 9

Amount of all the expenses of Ma- ? ,, . .

nagement, 3,408 Dollars - - -
J

Discharge :

To the account of the Flock, Corn }

consumed, and Wages to the shep- > 57 19

herds, 383 D* 3

Cost of production
- - 453 5

Loss on Corn -------- 70 160
Forlnterest on the purchase capital, originally, 3,000 D*450

Taxes levied upon the land, 255 D 8 - - - - 38 5

Interest on the husbandry capital employed, 350 D* - 52 10

The cultivation of Grain alone would bring a loss of?

4,077 Df
, or - - - -i 611 11
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II. ACCOUNT of the approximate Production of Grain of the

following neighbouring Estates, and of the Quantities they

bring to market.

ESTATES.
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Appendix, No. 11. (C.) Translation,

Mr. ROTHE'S LETTER, in explanation of some parts of his

Ansners to the Questions proposed to him.

Sir.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of

yesterday, and beg to remark, that much time will be required,

for giving a general view of the proportion which the extent of

all the agricultural lands bears to the rent paid for them. I

can, however, with confidence, state the following facts :

The estate of Lubkaw, containing four farms of 4,843 morgen

(3,054 acres), pays a rent of 3,683 dollars, 20 silver gr. or

^ dollars per morgen (.552 Us. Sd. sterling, or 3s. ~^d. per

acre.) This rent was fixed at a much more favourable period,

and can only be paid now, in consequence of the extensive breed

of sheep on the farms.

The estate of Sobberitz, near Danzic, containing 2,724

morgen, 98 square ruthen (1,718 acres), pays 1,057 dollars,

16 silver gr. (or .158 12*. Id. sterling). But two farmers of

this estate, which does not yield much more than the third of a

dollar per morgen (near 1*. lOrf. per acre), became insolvent one

after the other. The present occupier having, at the beginning,

introduced the breeding of sheep with some success, preserves

the capital which he has advanced.

I shall be happy if these instances will prove satisfactory, and

beg you to accept, &c. &c. &c.

Dantzic. 27/A August, 1825. ROTHE.
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Appendix, No. 12.

CULTIVATION OF AN ESTATE BELONGING TO
BARON

, DIVIDED INTO FOUR FARMS.

The Estate of
, belonging to Baron ,

consists of

nearly 10,000 Berlin morgen, about 6,300 English acres, of which

6,000 morgen is arable land, 200 meadow, 2,000 woods, and the

remainder barren heaths and sandy poor soil, not worth ploughing
without manure.
The good arable land is managed in four farms.

1st Farm,

1,800 morgen, or 1,200 acres, of a good loamy soil is cultivated

in a nine years' rotation, as follow :

1st Year, a summer fallow manured.

2nd ,, Wheat and Rye, with Clover, sowed in the March
or April following.

3rd Clover, gypsumed in the spring ; cut twice for hay.
4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

Clover pastured, broken up in October.

Potatoes.

Barley.
Half fallow, part drilled beans, of which some are

cut green, and part Vetches for soiling.

Wheat and Rye.

Barley and Oats.

200 Morgen of Meadow, and 45 morgens of grass inclosures,

for mares and foals.

This farm has a flock of a thousand sheep.

2nd Farm,

700 Morgens of good loamy soil in a six years' rotation.

1st Year, a summer fallow.

2nd Wheat and Rye.
3rd Barley and Oats, sowed with Clover.

4th, 5th, and 6th, pastured.
A flock of 1,000 sheep.
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.

3rd Farm, loamy soil, in a rotation of seven yeart.

1st Year, summer fallow.

2nd Wheat and Rye.
3rd Pease.

4th Oats with Clover, for pasture.

5th, 6th, and 7th years, Pasture.

A flock of 1,000 sheep.

th Farm, more sandy soil, rvith a rotation the same as iVo. 2.

A flock of 1,000 sheep.

Besides the flocks of 4,000 sheep, the live stock consists of
45 milch cows, 25 young cattle, 50 plough oxen, 25 farming
horses, and 50 brood mares and foals.

The three farms, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, are surrounded by about

3,000 acres of barren heath, on which the flocks of sheep occa-

sionally run.

Translation ofAppendix, .A
r
o. 13.

WITH THE CALCULATIONS IX ENGLISH DENOMINATIONS.

THE costs of Ship-building in Prussia are from 240 to 260
florins (.12 to .13 sterling) the Prussian Last, which is equal
to If Ton, British Register.

Contracts have been made this year, for building ships at fl. 1 15

to f. 150 (c.5 15s. to .7 10s. sterling) per last, without the

rigging-
The expenses of fitting out a Prussian three-mast Ship of 414

Last (580 Tons) on a voyage to England for three months, are as

follows :

1. Wages: . *. d.

1 Captain
- - - .4 10s. per month, mak-

ing for 3 months - 13 10

1 Mate - - - .2 14*. 820
1 Carpenter

- - .2 Os. 6rf. 616
1 Boatswain - - .1 13*. - 4190
6 Sailors - - .1 7*. each - 24 6

4 Ditto - - .1 0*. 3d. 12 3

5 Ditto (half men) .0 13s. 6rf. 1026
1 Cabin Boy - - .0 13s. 6d. 206

20 Men; their Amount of Wages for 3 Months - 81 4 6
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2. Provisions :

1 . Indemnification to the Captain, for

Tea, Sugar, and sundry articles

not belonging to the regular . j. d.

Provisions, at .1 10*. a month 4 10

5. Provisions for each head, as speci-
fied in the Muster-roll ; viz.

One pound of Beef,
or halfa pound of

Pork - - -

One pound of Bread
One quart and a half

of Beer - -

One pound ofButter a week.

Twenty-two pounds \

of Peas - - f .,

T ,, i /.-> a month.
Eleven pounds of C

Grots - - - )

Amounting for 20 Men, during three

Months, as follows :

792 Pounds ofBeef, at 17| shillings

per hundred weight
- - 6159

528 Do. of Pork, at 19| 5 2 1

1,680 Do. Bread, at 6*. - - 5 10

252 Do. Butter, at 4 pence a

pound
- 44.0

26y Bushel of Peas, at Is. 3d. per
bushel - 1 14

1 3 Bushel of Grots, at 2s. lid. - 1 18 3

14 Hogsheads of Beer, at 9*. per

hogshead
- 6 6

1 Ton of Salt- 2 5

1 Barrel of Brandy
- 12

Fuel -
'

- - - 1 12

39 19 11

Total Amount - - .121 4 5

(Signedj F. HOJBNJJ.

Dantzic, ISth of August, 1825.



Translation of Appendix, No. 17. 169
WITH THE PRUSSIAN MEAbtHE AND MONEY RENDERED IN'TO

ENGLISH DENOMINATIONS.

S* ACCOUNT of the AVERAGE PRICES
f BERLIN, on St. Martin's Day, from the Year
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Translation of Appendix, No. 18.

With the Money and Measures rendered from the Polish into

English Denominations.

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LORDSHIP OF
PULAWY AND KONSKOWOLA, in the Province of

Lublin, in Poland.

SURFACE AND EXTENT. These Estates contain

a superficies of 11 9,232 Acres ;

Consisting of:

Tillage Land 61,920 Acres.

Meadows 4.416 d

Forests 38,688 d

Rocky and waste Land 14 ,208 d

Of which are Cultivated:

, C BV the Proprietor... 10,944 Acres.
Tillage land

j
'

?> Subjects 50,976 d

C
, , Proprietor.... 1,824 d

Meadows..
| ^ ^ Sub|ectg 2>5g2 do

CATTLE. Kept by the Proprietor :

Black Cattle 960 }

Sheep 5,500 V 6,610
Horses 1 50 3

By the Subjects :

Black Cattle 3,490

Sheep 755

Working Oxen 1,008 V6,689
Horses 620

Hogs .. ., 8

POPULATION 13,120 Souls.

Roman Catholics and Protestants. . Males 5,794

,,
- Females 5,858

Jews Males. . 768

. Females. 700
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The Subjects, when called to \vork with their teams on the

estate, beyond the days of stipulated service, receive sixpence a

day for agricultural labour (ploughing and sowing), and three-

pence for other manual work. If they do not work on the estate,

but ere employed elsewhere, they are paid from eight to twelve-

pence for agricultural labour, with their team, and from three-

pence to sixpence for their own work.

The production of the Soil is not equal every year. On an

average of fiVe year?, the Grains j ield annually in the following

proportion, on the Proprietors* land :

Rye five .fold.

Wheat eight . d

Barley. ten . d

Buck Wheat five . d

Oats six . d

Peas ten . d

Millet . twelve d

The consumption of the Peasantry is about 17,690 quarters of

Grain ; their surplus produce, amounting to about 8,400 quarters,

they sell in the country.

The annual Consumption, for account of the Proprietor, together
with Seed, amounts to 6,130 quarters, namely:

Rye 1,798 quarter?)
Wheat 261

Barley 2,022
Oats 1,483 d

}
6.200 quarter?.

BuckWheat 494
Peas 117

Millet 25

Remaining for Sale :

Rye 1,034 quarter.
Wheat 809 d
Oats ,. 629 d

BuckWheat 359 d
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The Contrihulioris anil Tuxes paid }

by the Lord of the Manor, -. 1,404 7 6 iterling;

amount annually to j

Ft>. Tenth Grosohen tax , 690 sterling.

Military contribution 135 00 ,,

Excise 558 100
Duty work, and Chimney tax 20 17 6 ,,

Those paid by the Inhabitants amount to . 666 5 sterling ;

lr iz. Military X. 275 sterling.

Chimney lax 236 50
Duty work . 155 00

During the last five years the Estates have not yielded any
Proht. There were, on the contrary, the following Losses on

(hem :

For the year 1820-21 . 1,275 sterling

1821-22 1,150 00 .,

., 1822-23 1,075 00
,',

1823-24 1,450 00
1824-25 2,950 00

_ Together 7,900 sterling.



Translation of Appendix, N. 19.

AN ACCOUNT of the QUANTITIES of GRAIN Shipped down

the Vistula, through the City of Thorn, from RUSSIA and POLAND, to

DANZIG, ELBIXG, in the Years 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819, 1820, 1821,

1822,1823, 1824, and 1825.
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Translation of Appendix, N 19.

AN ACCOUNT of the QUANTITIES of GRAIN Shipped

POLAND, to DANZIG, ELBING, in the Years 1816, 18 J 7,



Translation of Appendix, Is 19.

down the Vistula, through the City of Thorn, from RUSSIA and

1818, 1819, 1820. 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, and 1825.

Austria.



176

o
(M

I
K

o
&.
G-

O,

o

9
Q

O co
co

ea
=g

M
^

55 _T

M -1

c oj

S fe
I-H h-.

O O
jz ^

&
O
8

z

POSEN.



17?

&0
a
w

ci

d
fc

cu
o,

%-* p^^

s I
-
^ a

.

r- ^

O "~~

o

1 *3

t. S
.5

2 ^
CE3 ^.^

-

-:-*

OJ



178

Appendix, N. 22 Reduced into English Money.

REDUCTION into English Measures and Money of the MAR-
KET PRICES per Quarter of RYE and WHEAT in WAR-
SAW, from the 24th June 1790 to the 24th June 1820.

The Price of every year being the medium of all Prices through the

whole year from Midsummer to Midsummer, for One Quarter.

YEAR
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Translation of Appendix, No. 23.

With the Measure and Money calculated in English Denomina-
tions from the Polish Cracow Returns.

AN AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT of the PRICES of the best

Qualities of WHEAT and RYE, extracted from the Market
Returns of the Free Town of CRACOW, on the 25th of Sep-

tember, 1825.

Year.
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Year.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 24.

With the Money and Measures rendered into

English denominations.

AN ACCOUNT of the Quantities of WHEAT, RYE, BARLEY
and OATS, imported into DANZIG, and exported from the same

place, from the Year 1650 to the Year 1825, as also their highest and

lowest prices during the same period.

B B
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Translation of Appendix, No. 24, with the Money

AN ACCOUNT of the Quanties of WHEAT, RYE, BARLEY
place, from the Year 1650 to the Year 1825, as also their highest

Importation.
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and Measures rendered into English denominations.

and OATS, imported iuto DANTZIG, and exported from the same
and lowest prices during the same period.

Exportation.
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Translation of Appendix, No. 24. Continued.

Importation.
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Translation of Appendix, N 24. Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N 25.

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LORDSHIP OF
GRANOW, in the Russian Province of Podolia.

EXTENT. The Estates of this Lordship contain 130,560 Acres.

Consisting of:

Tillage Land, belonging to the Proprietor 19,680 Acres.

D . .d Subjects.. 43,360
Meadows and Pastures Proprietor 9,379^.
DO d Subjects.. 9,820*

lorests 34,560

Buildings, Rivers, &c. . , 13,760

CATTLE Kept by the Proprietor:

Agricultural Horses 350

Working Oxen 380 1

Cows 470> 5,600

Hogs.. 400f

Sheep (Merinos) 4,000

Kept by the Subjects:

Horses , . 800
'

Oxen,, 1,1001
Cows 1,5001
Native Sheep 2,900

POPULATION. Males 3,560}
3,300V-

.... 1,200>

Agricultural labour, including the team, is paid with sixpence,
and other manual work with four-pence a day

Annual production of the Soil, cultivated by the Proprietor,

according to an average of five years :

Rye ten . fold.

Wheat. nine . d

Barley seven d

Oats seven d

Buck Wheat six . d

Peas eight . d

Millet two . d

Flax three . d

Hemp three . d

From the produce of Flax and Hemp, 1,359 pounds of Flax

Yarn, and 4,939 pounds of Hempen Yarn is spun.

Females

JEWS. Males and Females.

6,300

8,060
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The

expenses

grain :

annual consumption for the account of the Proprietor, for

s and the distilleries, amount to J 1,174 quarters of

Viz. Wheat 1,528 quarters/

Rye 2,337

Barley 2,3-2

2
at
?-:,V, 7'!j:

>' V 11,174 quarters.Buck Wheat 1,<98
Peas 135 ,,

Millet 90

Hemp 72

Linen 30 pieces.

Remaining for Exportation :

Vis. Wheat 3,1-16 quarters.

Barley 315
Oats." 1,258
BuckWheat 404 ., } 5,357 d

Peas 90
Millet 135

Hemp 9 .. _
Linen 1 20 pieces.

The quantity of Produce to be disposed of for sale is larger

than the said stock
;

the surplus quantity increasing from year to

year, as no sale can be effected in the country. The subjects

consume partly their crop, and sell the surplus in the country.

TAXES AND CONTRIRUTIOXS.

Paid by the Lord of the Manor

by the Inhabitants

. 515 sterling.

493 9

Together .1,038 9 sterling.
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Translation of Appendix, N 26.

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LORDSHIP OF
MIEDZYBOZ, in the Russian Province of Volhynia.

EXTENT. The Estates belonging to this Lordship
contains 338.800 Acres.

Consisting of:

Tillage Land belonging to the Proprietor 4 1 ,600 Acres.

D d to the Subjects... 106,480
Meadows and Pastures to the Proprietor 17,920
D d to the Subjects.. 26,560

Forests , 95,040

Buildings, Rivers, &c 51 ,200

338,800 Acres

CATTLE. Kept by the Proprietor :

Agricultural Horses-: 260 J
Working; Oxen and Cows l,800f , n Cf>n
TT cnn/" 10.660
Hogs 600 (

Sheep (Merinos) 8,000 J

D. . . Kept by the Subjects :

Horses 3,200}
Oxen and Cows 9,000 >- 1 8,200
Native Sheep 6,000)

POPULATION. Males 10,300}
Females 9,400 >- 16,000

Jews. Males and Females.... 6,300 N

Agricultural labour, including the team, is paid with sixpence, and

other manual work with four-pence a day.

The Lands of the Proprietor yield annually, on an average of five

years, the following Proportion of Produce :

Rye 8 fold.

Wheat 9

Barley 7

Oats 7

Buck Wheat , 6

Peas 8

Millet 21
Flax 3

Hemp.. 3

From the produce of Flax and Hemp, 6,250 pound of flax yarn,
and 16,035 pounds of hempen yarn are spun, and woven into cloth.
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The annual consumption for the account of the Proprietor
and his

distilleries, amounts to 20,409 quarters of grain:

Fig. Rye 5,753 quarters
Wheat 2,607

Barley 4,015
Oats 5.813

BuckWheat
Peas

Millet

Flax ..

Hemp
Linen . .

1,573
269
133
31

155
75

20,409 quarters.

pieces

Remaining for Exportation, 9,205 quarters, and 500 pieces of

Linen :

Viz. Rye . . . , 1,615 quarters
Wheat 3,820

Barley 1,528
Oats. . 989
Buck Wheat 1,033
Peas 178
Millet 133

Flax.. 9

9,305 quarters.

The quantity of Produce which can be disposed of is larger than

the said stock; the surplus quantity increasing from year to year, as

no sale can be effected in the country.

The Subjects consume partly their crop; the surplus they sell in

the country.

TAXES AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

Paid by the Lord of the Manor . 1,332 10
sterling.

D Inhabitants 1,54710

Together . 2,880
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Translation of Appendix, N 27.

With the Measures and Money calculated in English Denominations.

AN ACCOUNT of the AVERAGE PRICES of WHEAT, RYE,
BARLEY and OATS at VIENNA, during the months of March and

September, from the Year 1815 to the Year 1825.
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Translation of Appendix, N 27. Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N27. Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N 27 . Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 27. Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 27. Continued.
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Translation of Appendix, N 28.

Witfrthe Measures and Money rendered from Bavarian into English
Denominations.

AN ACCOUNT of the AVERAGE PRICES of CORN at

MUNICH, from the Year 1816 to the Year 1825.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 29-

With the Measures and Money reduced from Wur-

temberg to English Denominations.

AN ACCOUNT of the PRICES of WHEAT and RYE in the

different Markets of the Kingdom of WURTEMBERG, from the

Year 181,5 to the Year 1825.
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Appendix, No. 31.

RETURNS of the PRICES of WHEAT, of the best Quality, in the

different Markets of EUROPE and AMERICA, during the Year

1825.

Barcelona



Translation of Appendix, N. 32. (A.)

With the Measures reduced to English Denominations.

An ACCOUNT of the quantities of GRAIN imported into HAM-

BURGH, from the year 1816 to the year 1825, inclusive.
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Translation of Appendix, N 32. (C.)

STOCK remaining in the Stores at HAMBURG, independent of that of

the Bakers and Flour Traders.

1825. July 30th Wheat 115,080 Quarters.

Rye - 34,603

December 31st Wheat 103,293

_ Rye - 30,302

Hamburgh, 5th January, 1826.



Translation of Appendix, N. 32. (D.)

With the Measures and Money, reduced to English Denominations.

AN" ACCOUNT of the A^7ERAGE PRICES of MECKLENBURG and

MARKS WHEAT, in the Market of HAMBURGH, from the Year

1791 to the Year 1822 inclusive; as extracted from the Price

Currents deposited at the Board of Commerce of that Town.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 32. (D.)

English

An ACCOUNT of the AVERAGE PRICES of MECKLENBURG
1791 to the Year 1822 inclusive ; as extracted from the Price
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With the Measures and Money reduced to

Denominations.

and MARKS WHEAT, in the Market of HAMBURGH, from the Year

Currents deposited at the Board of Commerce of that Town.

July.
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Translation of Appendix, N. 33. (A,)

With the Money and Measures in English Denominations.

AN ACCOUNT of the AVERAGE PRICES of WHEAT and RYE hi

the Market of LUBECK, during the Months of March and Septem-

ber, from the Year 1 815 to the Year 1825.

1815
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Translation of Appendix, N. 33. (B.)

STOCK of Grain at LUBECK, at the beginning of the Month of

September 1825.

WHEAT.
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Appendix, N. 35.

THE EXPORTATION of GRAIN from all the Ports of the King-
dom of DENMARK, during the Six first Months of the Year 1825,
consisted as follows :

PORTS.
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Appendix, N 35. Continued.

BARLEY.



IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL WORKS.
In the Press, and publishing by J. RIDQWAY.

Third Edition ! One Volume royal 8vo., dedicated, with permission, to

T. W. COKE, Esq., M. P.

HORTUS GRAMINEUS WOBURNENSIS
; or an Account of the

Results of various Experiments on the Produce and Fattening Properties
of different Grasses, and other Plants, used as the food of the more
valuable domestic Animals, carried on at Woburn Abbey for a series of

years, by command of the Duke of Bedford, and now being matured,
are published for the benefit of the Agricultural community. Illustrated

with numerous Specimens of the Plants and Seeds, in Sixty Plates, with
Practical Observations on their natural habits, the soils best suited to their

growth, with Instructions for the Preservation of the Seed, pointing out
the kinds most profitable for Permanent Pasture, Irrigated Meadows,
Dry or Upland Pasture, and the Alternate Husbandry. Accompanied
with the discriminating character of the Species and Varieties. By G.

SINCLAIR, F.L.S. and F.H.S., Gardener to his Grace the Duke of Bed-
ford. Third Edition. Price 11. 10s. plain ; and coloured 21. 2s. under
the author's immediate inspection.

" Within the short limits, to which we are necessarily confined, it would be

impossible to convey any adequate idea of the mass of information contained in

this volume
; information, too, be it remembered, not more novel than import-

ant, nor more difficult to be ascertained, lhan beneficial to the community at

large, when received. If we would very briefly characterise the work, we
would say, that it exhibits a complete analysis of an English parterre. We
have not, in a word, seen any production, which at all approximates to the

present in the importance of its details. In its production, the munificent

liberality of one of the first of our noblemen has been combined with the

patience, preseverance, and sagacity of one of the most distinguished botanists

of the day. Rarely have wealth and science laboured more successfully. The
Hortus Gramineus Woburnensis does honour to our country. The simplicity
and clearness with which this varied information is communicated, are highly

pleasing, and have invested with a singular charm details which would almost

appear to defy such an ornament." Monthly Critical Gazette, January, 1825.

PRACTICAL REMARKS on the IMPROVEMENT of GRASS
LAND, by means of Irrigation, Winter Flooding and Drainage. In a

letter to the Owners and Occupiers of Land in the County of Essex.

By C. C. WESTERN, Esq. M. P. Price Is. 6d.
%

A SYSTEM for MANAGING HEAVY and WET LANDS without

SUMMER FALLOWS ; under which, a considerable Farm in Hert-

fordshire is kept perfectly clean, and made productive. By THOMAS
GREG, Esq. Third Edition. With an Appendix, pointing out how the

infant Turnip may be protected from Insects by a critical Application of

Lime : with Extracts from Letters from the Earl of Thanet, proving the

Infallibility of the Plan. As presented to the Board of Agriculture, and

now published at their Request. Price 5s.

AN ESSAY on the WEEDS of AGRICULTURE ;
with their Com-

mon and Botanical Names, their respective Characters and evil Qualities,

whether as infesting Samples of Corn, or encumbering the Soil. Also

Practical Remarks on their Destruction, by Fallowing, or otherwise.

The Posthumous Work of Benjamin Holdich, Esq. lat Editor of the

Farmer's Journal. Edited by G. SINCLAIR, F.L.S. &c. &c. Author of

the Hortiw Gramineus Woburnensis. Second Edition, 3s. 6d.



THE FRUIT GROWER'S INSTRUCTOR, or a Practical Treatise

on Fruit-Tr^es, from the Nursery to Maturity ;
and a Description and

Enumeration of all the best Fruits now in cultivation, both for keeping
and immediate iue

;
with useful Hints as to the planting for Orchards or

in Gardens. To which is added, a full definition of the Apple-fly,

commonly termed the American Blight, which causes the Canker in

Apple-trees ;
its effectual Remedy and Prevention

; together with some
Practical Observations on Horticulture in general. A Work which will

be found equally useful to the Gentleman, Nurseryman, or Gardener ;

and particularly adapted for those who cultivate or superintend the

Cultivation of their own Gardens. The whole written entirely from

Practice. By G. BLISS, Nurseryman. Price 6s.

" This is practical treatise on the culture and preservation of fruit-trees in

general, and more particularly of the apple-tree, by one of the most extensive

growers in the kingdom. The best modes o, grafting, pruning, budding, are

laid down with the utmost clearness. A very ample catalogue of our fruit-

trees, with a description of the appearance, flavour, and qualities of their pro-

duction, is also given. But the most valuable part of this volume is that which
relates to the canker, and the remedy which Mr. Bliss has discovered for this

desiructive blight." Monthly Crit. Gazette, January, 1S2-5.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE, EXPLAINING the ART and
MYSTERY of BREWING PORTER, ALE, TWOPENNY, and
TABLE BEER; recommending and proving the Ease and Possibility
of every Man's Brewing his own Beer in any Quantity, from One Peck
to a Hundred Quarters of Malt. Intended to reduce the Expenses of

Families. BY SAMUEL CHILD, Brewer. The Eleventh Edition, care-

fully revised. Price Is.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on BREEDING, REARING, and
FATTENING ALL KINDS of DOMESTIC POULTRY, &c. after

Plans pursued with Advantage and Profit in France. Second Edition.

Price 5s.

CHEAP CORN BEST FOR FARMERS. Proved in a Letter

addressed to George Holme Sumner, Esq. M. P. for Surrey. By one of

his Constituents. Price 2s. Second Edition.

The CORN Question. In a Letter addressed to the Right Hon. W.
Huskisson. By one of the Proscribed Class. Is. 6d.

SUBSTANCE OF A SPEECH delivered in the House of Commons,
on the 2Sth of April, 1825. By WOLRYCHE WHITMORE, Esq. resnect-

ing the Cora Laws. Is.

The VETERINARY TABLET, or a Concise View of all the Diseases

of the Horse; with their Causes, Symptoms, and most Approved modes
cf Cure. Is. 6d.

FIRST and SECOND REPORTS from the COMMITTEES of the

HOUSE of LORDS appointed to inquire into the State of the Growth,

Commerce, and Consumption of Grain, and all Laws relating thereto
;
to

whom were referred the several Petitions presented to the House in the

Session of 1813 and 1814, respecting the Corn Laws. Second Edition.

10s. 6d. boards.

REPORT from the SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE of

COMMONS on Petitions relating to the Corn Laws of this Kingdom ;

together with the Evidence, and an Appendix of Accounts. Second

Edition. 10s. 6d. boards.



REPORT, together with MINUTES of EVIDENCE and AC-
COUNTS from the SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into

the Cause of the High Price of Gold Bullion, and to take into consider-

ation the Slate of the Circulating Medium, and of the Exchanges between
Great Britain and Foreign Parts. 10s. 6d. boards.

A LETTER to the CHAIRMAN of the COMMITTEE of the HOUSE
of COMMONS on the GAME LAWS. By the Hon. and Rev. WILLIAM
HERBERT. Is.

BEAUTIES of the GAME LAWS exhibited in a Short View of their

Enactments as to the Right of Property in Game, the Qualification for

Sporting, and the Penalties on Unqualified Persons: with Remarks on
several proposed Remedies. Is.

CONSIDERATIONS on the GAME LAWS ; shewing the Advantages
of declaring Game Property, and the possibility of doing so, notwith-

standing tlie objection raised by reason of Inability to identify it
;
and

also to shew (he unfounded nature of our fears respecting a Legalization
of the Sale, as it might affect the Quantity of Game. Second Edition. 3s.

The GOLDEN AGE, or Present State of England, in a Poetical

Epistle to a Friend Abroad. Third Edition. Enlarged, 3s. 6d.
" The envy of surrounding nations." &c. &c.

DOMESTIC POLICY of the BRITISH EMPIRE viewed in Con-
nexion with its Foreign Interests. By JOHN PRATT WINTER, Esq.
Second Edition. 9s.

" The Author has treated the Irish Question, particularly, with justice, cor-

rectness, and liberality. Time would not be mispent by an attentive perusal by
those interested in (ho fate of that country. Lit. Gaz.

The SPIRIT of the Public JOURNALS, in Eighteen Volumes; being
a Selection of the most exquisite Essays, Jeux d'Esprit, &c., in Prose and

Verse, which have appeared in the Public Journals and other Publica-

tions, from the year 1797 to 1815 ; comprising the whole Period of the

French Revolution, and the Contention of the two great Parties (Whig
and Tory) in England during the time of Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt. With

Explanatory Notes and Anecdotes of noble and celebrated persons
alluded to. Any of the Volumes may be had separately. 7s. boards.

- A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT of CEFALONIA ; with a Memoir on
the Roads of the Island. Simple and efficient modes for its defence are

pointed out, together with ample interesting details, both classical and
historical. Accompanied with an average State of the Thermometer, at

Argpstoli, from April 1822 to March 1824, &c. &c. Dedicated to His

Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Adam, G.C.B. &c. &c. By
Lieutenant-Colonel C. J. NAPIER, C.B. Inspecting Field Officer in the

Ionian Islands, and Resident of Cefalonia. Illustrated by Plates, Maps,
and Plans, 1 vol. 8vo. Is.

TREATISE on the MARCHES and MOVEMENTS of ARMIES.
Translated (by permission) from the original MS. of General Jarry.

By Captain Richard Rochfort, 2nd Battalion 15th Regiment. 5s.

In the Press:

CORN and CURRENCY : in an Address to Land-Owners. By Sir

JAMES GRAHAM, Bart, of Netherby.

ELEMENTARY PROPOSITIONS on the CURRENCY. 3rd Edition

with Additions, showing their Application to the Present Times. By
HENRY DRUMMOND. 3.r.



IMPORTANT

BOTANICAL WORKS,
PUBLISHING

BY

JAMES RIDGWAY, No. 169, PICCADILLY.

The B O TA N I C A L R E G I S TE R, No. 132, for

February 1826 (continued Monthly), completed the Eleventh
A' olume. Price 4s. With an Appendix, containing an Alpha-
betical Index to the Volume, a General Index to the Ten
Volumes, &c. &c. Price 1*. By SYDEXHAM EDWARDS, F. L. S.

and others.

Each Number contains EIGHT coloured PORTRAITS, from Life, of
the most beautiful and rare EXOTIC PLANTS cultivated in the

public and private Collections of this Country. Accompanied
by their History, Mode of Treatment in Cultivation, and any
thing else which may be thought of interest to the general, as
well as scientific reader.

%* The former Numbers, which mere out ofprint, having been

severally reprinted, may now be had to complete Sets. Volumes

handsomely half-bound, Price 2l. 15s. each, or 2l. 9s. in Numbers.
" We look upon this Work (Edwards's Botanical Register) to be the only

one of its class capable of bearing the inspection of the Botanist in all its

detriments; and for beauty of execution in its plates and typography, it

stai Is unrivalled by auy whatever which have come under our notice." It
cannot fail to please every lover of this fashionable and interesting science,
as well as admirers of beautiful works in general."

CISTINE^,
TheNATURAL ORDER of CISTUS, or ROCK-ROSE.
No. 6, for May 1st, to be completed in One I 'olume, royal 8ro.
A Number to be published every alternate Month. Price
Three Shillings.

Each Number will contain Four very full and elegantly-co-
loured Figures of this handsome Family of Plants, at present so
little known, and so much confused in the collections of this

country ;
with their Scientific and English Names and Descrip-

tions
;

the best Method of Cultivation and Propagation, the
Soils and Situation that suit them best, or any other information

respecting them that may be considered of importance.
The greater part of the Species may be cultivated with advan-

tage in the open borders of the Flower Garden
; others \v :

!l

succeed well against a wall, so as to be covered with a mat in
severe frost; and the remainder may be kept through the winter
in a common Garden-frame, or in the Green-house. Many
Species are well adapted for the ornamenting of Rock-work,
where their lively blossoms make a handsome appearance.
GERANIACE.E ; or, Natural Order of the Beautiful

Family of the Geraniums, No. 78, for June 1826. 3*. To te



Important Works Publishing by JAMES RIDGWAY.

continued Monthly. Each Number contains Four coloured

Figures, highly and correctly finished, from Living Plants, with
their Scientific and English Names and Mode of Culture. By
ROBERT SWEET, F.L.S.

SWEET'S HORTUS BRITANNICUS; or, a CATA*
LOGUE of all PLANTS CULTIVATED in the GARDENS of GREAT
BRITAIN, whether exotic or indigenous, arranged according to the

NATURAL ORDERS to which they belong, with a reference to the

Linnaean Classes and Orders ; their Scientific and English Names,
with references to the best Authorities ; where native, when in*

troduced, their times of flowering, duration, and references to the

books in which they are figured ; with numerous other im-

provements. The whole brought down to the present time, and
contains many hundreds of Plants not yet published in any
Catalogue of this Country. By ROBERT SWEET, F.L.S.

The HOT-HOUSE and GREEN-HOUSE MANUAL,
or BOTANICAL CULTIVATOR; giving full Instructions

for the Management and best Method of Cultivation and Propa-
gation of all the Plants cultivated in the Hot-houses, Green-

houses, and Borders, in the Gardens of Great Britain
;

with

plain Directions for the Management of Plants in Rooms, c.

Disposed under the Generic Names of the Plants, alphabetically

arranged under the heads of the departments of Horticulture to

which they belong. Second Edition. By ROBERT SWEET, F.L.S.

12s.
" Of this very useful book, we perceive that a second edition has been

lately published, containing much new information, especially upon the

treatment of those plants which are the most difficult to cultivate. We
recommend this work to every lover of gardening." Edwards's Botanical

Registerfor November 1825.
" It is a very complete and excellent work ;

and furnishs all the infor-

mation that can be required on the subjects of which it treats." Literary
Gazette for November 1825.
"
Indeed, what Mr. Sweet has said on the culture of Bulbs and Epiphates,

in the last edition of his Botanical Cultivator, may be considered as the

ultimatum on this subject for the British Gardener." Gardener's Magazine,
No. 2, April 1826.

A TREATISE ON BULBOUS ROOTS, containing
a Botanical Arrangement and Description of the Plants heretofore

included under the Genera Amaryllis, Cyrtanthus, Crinum, and

Pancratium ;
with General Observations and Directions for their

Cultivation. Illustrated with colouredPlates. By the HON. and

REV. WILLIAM HERBERT. 5s.

This Work forms an Appendix to the Botanical Register and Botanical

Magazine.

ROSARUM MONOGRAPHIA ; or, a Botanical His-

tory of Roses. To which is added an Appendix, for the Use of

Cultivators, in which the most remarkable Garden Varieties are

systematically arranged : with nineteen PJates ; eighteen beauti-

fully coloured. By JOHN LINDLBY, Esq. F.L.S. royal 8vo. !/.!.



Londvn, May. 1S?(;.

BOOKS
Published by SHERWOOD, GILBERT, $ PIPER, Ptiffi-noJtter Rov.

IRISH TOPOGRAPHY.

The BEAUTIES of IRELAND ; being Original Deli-

neations, Topographical, Historical, and Biographical, of each County.

By J. N. BREWER, Esq. Volume the Second, illustrated by twelve

Engravings of Seats of Nobility and Gentry, and other interesting Sub-

jects, price ,j1.4s. in demy 8vo. or on royal paper, with proof impres-
sions of the Plates, \. 16s.

* It is universally acknonle-rfged, t'aat a work descriptive of the natural

features, and illustrative of the Topography and Antiquities, of the WHOLE of

Ireland, is a desideratum in Literature. The work here submitted to the public
has occupied the literary attention of the author for several years, durir.g which be

hat been honored with an extensive correspondence in each of the province!. The
Third Volume is in a state of great forwardness.

Subjects of the Engravings contained in the First and Second Volumes.

Co. Antrim . . View of Carrickfergus, from the Strand.

Co. Clare . ,

Co. Cork . .

Co. Dublin

Co. Galway
Co. Kerry .

Co. Kildare .

Co. Kilkenny

Ancient Buildings, Mouth of the Shannon.

Blarney Castle.

View of Dublin, from the Phoenix Park.

Swcrds Casile.

Mount Bellev, Seat of Chr. Dillon Bellew,

Ballyhige Castle, Colonel Crotbie.

Ross Castle, Killarnty.

Carton, Seat of the Duke of Leinster.

St. John's Abbey.

King's County . Parsonstown Castle, Seat of the Earl of Roue.
. Ruins of Clonnacnois,

Co. Limerick . Kilmallock.

Co. Longford . Edgeworth Town, Seat of Loell Edgewonh, Esq.
Co. Meath . . . Slane Castle, Marquis of Conyngham.
Queen's County GracefiplH I nHge, Sheffield Grace, Esq.
Co.Roscommon Boyle Abbey.
Co. Tipperary . Thomastown Casile, Earl of Landaff.

. Mount Cashel.

. Antiquities discovered at Cashel, 1844.

Co. Westmeath Abbey of Multifernan.

Co. Wejcford . Balynastragh, Seat of Sir Thomas Esmond? , Brt.
Co. Wicklow . Glenda'.ough.

. Tinnebincb, Sat of the late Henry Grattan, Esq.

Other Subjects in the above, and in the remaining counties, are in the hands
of the Engravers, and will be published with the Third Volume.

NEALE'S SEATS OF THE NOBILITY AND GENTRY.
VIEWS OF NOBLEMEN AND GENTLEMEN'S SEATS in England,

Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, from Drawings by J. P. NEALE, Author of the

Illustrations of the History and Antiquities of Westminster Abbey, &e. engraved
in the line manner, by the first Artist?, and accompanied with Descriptions of

the Mansions, ard a Genealogical Account i>f the Proprietors. In Six Volumes

royal 8vo, price 21. 10s. each, half-bound, or in royal 4tP, with proof impressions
of the Plates on India paper, price 51. each. These Six Volumes contaiu 432
Views of some of the most splendid Mansions in the United Kingdom.

A SECOND SERIES OF VIEWS, in Continuation of the above Work, is now
in course of Publication, in Monthly Parts, Price 4=. each Part in royal 8ro. or

in 4to. with proof impressions of the Plates on India paper, 8s.



y Published- by Sherwood and Co. London.

CHRONOLOGY.
The UNIVERSAL CHRONOLOGIST, and HISTORICAL
REGISTER, from the Creation to the close of the Year 1825. By
HENRY BOYLE. In 8vo. illustrated by an engraved Historical and Chro-

nological Chart, price ll. 16s.

The First Part of this Work is a Translation, with additions, from the French
of M. St. Martin's '

Chronological and Geographical Elements,' which have attained
such a reputation in France, as to have been adopted in the Public Institutions and
Seminaries of that kingdom. They are divested of the dryness of mere chronolo-

gical data, and executed in a style which combines, with the accuracy of Chronology,
the spirit of History. The Second Part contains the most comprehensive chrono-

logical account extant of the numerous events connected with the French Revo-*

lution.

CHRONOLOGICAL BIOGRAPHY.
A NEW UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHY, Chronologically arran-

ged, and the Subjects classed according to their various Talents and Pur-
suits

j including Regal, Imperial, and Historical Characters, as well as

Persons of Eminence in every Art and Science. By the Rev. J. PLATTS.
Volumes 3 and 4., which bringdown the work to the close of the Fifteenth

Century. In 8vo. price 1Z. 13s.

This Work is divided into different Serieses, so as to combine with the gratifi-
cation arising

1 from the perusal and study of Biography, all the advantages of Chro-

nological, Historical, and Classified Arrangement, whereby the progress of Events,
Arts, Science, and Literature, may be distinctly traced.

The First Series comprehends the whole of Scripture and Ancient Biography
in One Volume, price IB*. The Second Series comprehends the Period from the

Jiirth of Christ to the Reformation, in Two Volumes, price If. 10s. The Third

Series, of which the two First Volumes are now published, will comprise the period
from the Reformation to the close of the Sixteenth Century ; and in the remaining
Series, the Work will be brought down to the present Time.

The advantages of this mode of arrangement over that of a Dictionary, are

many and obvious
; inasmuch as, by the juxtaposition and classification of contera.

poraneous lives, a continuity, as well as a sympathy of interest is excited, which is

wholly unattainable in an alphabetical arrangement, wherein every subject of

reference must of necessity be unconnected'and isolated ; whereas, in a chronolo-

gical and classified arrangement, every personage has his proper place, both in respect
to his predecessors, contemporaries, and successor*, and to the subjects with which,

he is historically or otherwise connected.

A NEW DRAWING BOOK.
The ART of DRAWING, in its various Branches, exemplified in a course

of Twenty-eight progressive Lessons, in which the Principles of Effect are

explained in a clear, methodical, and, at the same time, familiar style ; calculated

to afford those who are unacquainted with the Art, the means of acquiring a

competent knowledge without the aid of a Master. By THOMAS SMITH. Illus-

trated by Seventeen Coloured Plates, in Landscape, Cottages, Marine Subjects,
Still Life, Fruit, Flowers, Figures, &c., besides numerous Sketches and Cuts.

Prise J2s. in boards.

A NEW SCHOOL DICTIONARY, Latin and English : comprising
the Words of Terence, Cscsar, Nepos, Sallust, Virgil, Horace, Ovid's Metamor-

phoses, Phaedrus, Persius, Juvenal, Florus, Eutropius, Scriptores Romani and
Electa ex Ovidio et Tibullo. Intended to furnish Young People with all the

Assistance they require from a Latin Dictionary, till they are capable of deriving
benefit from the Authorities set down in Ainsworth. By THOMAS HAIGH, A.M.
Author of "

Conjugata LatSna." Neatly printed in a pocket size, price 4*. bound.

The BUILDER'S COMPLETE GUIDE
; comprehending the Theory

and Practice of the several Departments of Architecture, Bricklaying, Brick-

making, Masonry, Carpentry, Joinery, Painting, and Plumbing : with a variety
of useful Information on the Application and Durability of Materials, &c. Price 6*.

The SHIP BUILDER'S COMPLETE GUIDE; comprehending the

Theory and Practice of Naval Architecture, with its Modern Improvements.
Price 3s.

Each of these Works are Illustrated with appropriate Cuts and Plates.



Books Published by Sherwood and Co.

MEDICINE AND SURGERY.
The NEW LONDON MEDICAL and SURGICAL DICTIONARY,

including Anatomy, Chemistry, Botany, Materia Medica, Midwifery, Pharmacy,
Physiology, <Scc. with the Collateral Branches of Philosophy and Natural History ;

and combining in One Volume those departments of Medical Science which have
heretofore been dispersed in separate and expensive work?. By J. S. FORSYTH,

Surgeon, Author of the New London Medical Pocket Book, Natural and Medical

Dieteticon, &c. Price 15*. in boards.

BOTANY7
.

The BOTANIST'S MANUAL: a Catalogne of Hardy, Exotic, and
Indigenous Plants, arranged according to their respective Months of Flowering,
and more particularly adapted to the service of those who attend personally to

the cultivation of their own Gardens and Pleasure Grounds. By RICHARD MORRIS,
Landscape Gardener and Planter. In 12mo. price "s. (]<?. boards,

An EASY INTRODUCTION to the SCIENCE of BOT.ANY, through
the medium of famili.ir Conversation between a Father and his Son. By 11. J.

THORNTON, M. D Lecturer on Botany at Guy's Hospital, and Author of several

Works on Botany. In one volume 12mo, illustrated with Plates, price 8*. or
with the Plates beautjfully coloured after Nature, 12s. boards.

The ORCHARDIST
;
or a System of close Pruning and Medication for

establishing the Science of Orcharding, as patrouised by the Society for the

Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. By the late T. S. D.
Bi CKNALL, Esq. M. P. price 5*. in boards. This work obtained for the Author
the Prize Medal and Thanks of the above Society. A few Copies only remain.

A TREATISE on the IMPROVED CULTURE of the STRAWBERRY,
RASl'BERRY, GOOSEBERRY, and CURRANT, in which are pointed out the
best methods of obtaining ample Crops of those Fruits. Illustrated with Four
coloured Plates, on which the Fruit is drawn in its natural size. By THOMAS
HAVNES. In 8vo. price 10s. boards.

HORTUS AMERICANUS. SKETCHES towards a Hortus Botanicus
Americanus; or, Coloured Plates, with a Catalogue, and concise and faniiHar Des-

criptions of many Species of New and Valuable Plants of the West Indie?, and of
North and South America ; also, of several others, native* of Africa and the East

Indies; arranged after the Linnae.tn System, and accompanied with Indices,

Glossary, Table of Habitats, &c. ByW. J.TiTFoRD, M. D. In 4to, price 2/. 12s. 6d.
or with the plates uncoloured, 11. 15?.

PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE.
The FARMER'S COMPANION

; or, Complete System of Modern Hus-
bandry ; including the latest Improvements and Discoveries in Theory and
Practice. By R. W. DICKSON, M. D. Honorary Member of the Board of'Agri-
culture. In one large volume royal 8vo. illustrated by 100 Engravings, price
II. 16*. in boards.

Theleadijig feature by which this work is distinguished, is a minuteness of detail,
which adapts it to the practical purposes

of Agriculture. The whole scope of its

contents has a constant and immediate connexion with the daily pursuits of the
Farmer, the Implements of Husbandry he employs, the Modes of Azriculture he

adopts, and the System of Pasture and Feeding he pursues. These multifarious

topics are all arranged with simplicity and clearness
;

Si that the work presents an
ample, hut distinct, display of every subject connected with the business of a Farm.
It is illustrated with upwards of one hundred Engravings, representing improved
Implements for Farming, various Breeds of Cattle, Sheep, &e. By means of close

printing through a thousand pages, it contains a very valuable fund of information
on every topic connected with agricultural affairs.

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on the BRITISH GRASSES, espe-
cially such as are best adapted to the laying down or improving of Meadows and
Pastures : likewise an Enumeration of the British Grasses. By WILLIAM CURTIS,
Author of the " Flora Londinensis," &c. Sixth Edition, with considerable
Additions. In 8vo. illustrated with coloured Plates. Price 9s. in boards.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BREEDING, REARING, and
FATTENING all kinds of DOMESTIC POULTRY, PHEASANTS, PIGEONS,
and RABBITS; including also an interesting account of the Egyptian Method of
Hatching Eggs by Artificial Heat, with some modern Experiments thereon ; and,
on Breeding, Feeding and Managing Swine, Milcb Cows, and B*s. Bj Bo-
NINGTON Moi'BRAr, Esq. Fifth Edition, enlarged by a Treatise on Brewing,
adapted to the use of Private Families, price 7<. in board?.



Books Published by Sherwood and Co. London.
WALKS THROUGH LONDON, including Westminster, and the Bo-
rough of Southwark, with the surrounding Suburbs ; describing every thing
worthy of Observation in the Public Buildings, Places of Entertainment, Exhibi-
tions, Commercial and Literary Institutions, &c. the whole forming a complete
Guide to the British Metropolis. By DAVID HUGHSON, L.L.D. lllustrated.by
One Hundred andTwenty Engravings, and a Map of London. Price one pound* in
handsome binding.

WALKS IN OXFORD, by W. M. WADE, descriptive of the Colleges,
Halls, and Public Buildings, of the University ; with an Introductory Outline of
the Academical History of Oxford

; to which is added a concise History of the
City. Illustrated by Seventy-two Views of the Colleges and Public Buildings,
drawn and engraved by J. and H. S. Storer. In Two Volumes, price If. Is. in

boards, or on large paper, I/. 12s.

EVANS'S WALKS through NORTH and SOUTH WALES j containing
a Topographical and Statistical Description of the Principality : to which is pre-
fixed, a copious Travelling Guide, exhibiting the direct and the principal Cross-

Roads, Inns, Distances of Stages, and Noblemen's Seats. Illustrated with Maps
and Views. Price 8*. neatly bound and lettered.

COOKE'S WALKS through KENT; containing a Topographical and
Statistical Description of the County, and of THE ISLE OF THANET in

particular. New Edition, corrected and improved by J. N. BREWER, Esq.
Illustrated with several Views and Map. Price 8s. bound.

COOKE'S GUIDE to the LAKES j including a Description of the sur-

rounding Scenery, the Vales, Mountains, adjacent Towns and Villages, local

Peculiarities, &c. With Map and Views, 2s. 6d.

GRAY'S BOOK of ROADS, on an entirely new Plan
; shewing, at one

view, the various Lines of Route leading to any required point of Distance ; and
the Index so arranged as to enable a direct and immediate Reference to any
required Route. Price 7s. half-bound ; or, with a complete set of County Map*,
12s. With Coloured Maps, 15s.

41 Thit it the most useful travelling companion with which we are acquainted. The various

Route* which connect any two places are seen at a single glance, and any required route, w hcther it

be along the principal or cross Roads, is, from the novel mode adopted in the book, traced out with

th greatest facility." Critical Gazette.

*ff*ffffr*rjf*-r-rtj+>f*-f

TO CONTINENTAL TRAVELLERS.
A NEW GUIDE to PARIS, from the latest Observations ; being altered

from the Work entitled * How to enjoy Paris/ By PETER HEKVK. Third Edition,

illustrated with Maps and Plates, price 10s. 6d. bound.

This Work contains an accurate and critical Description of the Buildings, Antiquities, Paintings,

Theatres, Literature, Politics, and Religion, as well as of the Manners of the Inhabitants j forming

the most comprehensive Guide hitherto published, and calculated for the entertainment and infor-

mation of persons who, without visiting, are desirous of becoming acquainted with the Metropolis of

France. To which are added, Directions for Travelling in the least expensive manner, by three

different Routes ; an Account of the Environs of Paris ; and a copious Index.

" The work, on the whole, is very amusing, even to a resident in Paris, and to a stranger it is

highly instructive. We hesitate not to pronounce It the best Guide to Paris extant.*' Lit. Chronicle.

COXE'S PICTURE of ITALY ; being a Guide to the Antiquities and
Curiosities of that classical and interesting Country; containing Sketches of

Manners, Society, and Customs; also, an Itinerary of Distances in post and

English miles, the best Inns, &P., with a minute Description of Rome, Florence,

Naples, and Venice, and their Environs. New Edition, with Maps and Plates,

price 12s. bound,

COXE'S TRAVELLER'S GUIDE in SWITZERLAND ; price 5s.

bound.

COXE'S GENTLEMAN'S GUIDE in his TOUR through FRANCE :

price 7s. bound.

CAMPBELL'S TRAVELLER'S GUIDE through BELGIUM and

HOLLAND ; price 7*. bound.

These Works are all illustrated with Maps, Plans, and Views, and contain a particular Account of

the Public Buildings, Places of Amusement, Curiosities, Tables of Distances and Inns; also. Tables

of the Value of Money at the different places, and General Directions to Strangers.
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