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R E P O R T.

BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select Com-

mittee to inquire into the State of Agriculture, and into

the Causes and Extent of the Distress which still presses upon

some important Branches thereof, and to report their Obser-

vations and Opinions thereupon to The House; and to whom

leave was tjiven to report from time to lime to The House ;

and to whom were referred certain Petitions and Papers

relating to the Matters under the Consideration of the

Committee ;

—

ORDERED TO REPORT,

T^HAT the Committee have met in pursuance of your Lordships'

Order of Reference, and have examined a great Number of

Witnesses, and collected a great many very important Documents

relating to the extent and causes of Agricultural Distress; but they

have not agreed on any Report on such Evidence to be submitted

to your Lordships.

And the Committee have directed the Evidence taken before

them, together with an Appendix and Index thereto, to be laid

before your Lordships.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Die Lunce, IT Februarii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Tliomas Warbig, Esq., is called in ; and Examined as follows.

1. WHERE do you live?—At Cliclsfield, in the county of Kent. T. Waring, Esq.

2. You are a considerable occupier of land ?—To some considerable extent;

about 1,000 to 1,100 acres. 22 February 1836.

3. Is it your own?—A great part is mine; about 1,000_ acres of it is my own,

and the rest I hire of Mrs. Waring's sister.

4. Is it freehold ?—Yes.

5. Is it arable?—I have some of all sorts; arable, fruit, hops, meadow and
wood.

6. How long have you been an occupier of land?— I think about 45 years;

I was very young when I first took the farm.

7. What is the state of agriculture in your part of the country, in your dis-

trict?— Exceedingly bad.

8. Do you think, from your own observation with respect to the management
of your own farm and what you see of others, that it is impossible that a farmer

can make by the cultivation of lands for corn any thing like a profit?—Certainly

not, at present.

9. How much rent could he make?— I should sny very little, if any.

10. Did vou, in company with any other respectable farmers, make a calculation

latelj' of the expense of cultivation of land for four years, and the value of the

produce of those lands?—I did.

11. How much, upon that occasion, did it appear there would be reserved for

rent?—On the calculation of one acre of land on the hills sown with corn, we
could not make more than 2s. and about \^d. for rent; land which is supposed

to be worth 155. an acre.

12. Was that through the whole course for the four years?—Yes.

13. Will you be so good as to state the rota of crops
;
you begin with a fallow ?

— Certainly; I begin with a fallow the first year ; then .sow with wheat, which

is the regular system on the hills, then with clover, then with oats, and then with

tares ; that is generally the system on the hill farms ; it is not exactly my system

of farming, but the general sj'stem on the stiff lands.

14. According to your system, on the whole of the four years is there any thing

more than this 2 s. \ hd. for rent?-—No.

15. Is there any thing for the interest of the capital of the farmer?—According

to our calculation, there is not a shilling.

16. Is it possible that the farmer can longer go on cultivating land ?—I should

say, upon those hills it is quite impossible.

1 7. Of what description of land do you speak ; strong clay ?—Mostly clay,

where they use that system of farming ; I do not use it myself.

18. \Vhat quantity per acre of wheat, in the first year, would be produced?

—

I should say about three quarters, on the average of land of that description ; the

second year we should sow with clover.

19. What would your clover be worth the second year?—That very much
depends upon the season ; there is a probability of its being spoiled ; but a load

an acre would be about the mark ; that is 56 trusses of 06 pounds per truss.

20. At what do vou take the value of wheat; how much per quarter?— In this

calculation I should take it this year. If I was to put it at 40.?. that would be

quite the extent.

2 1 . Would it not be a great deal above ?—That would certainly be the extent.

464. A 22. Did



2 MINUTES or EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

T. n'tirim;, Esq. 2.2. Did you make the calculation at the price of 40^. a quarter?—We put it

down at that.

•12 February 1836. o.. (Jalculatlng the e.xpense of the first year, the three quarters of wheat to

be sold at 40 .v. a quarter, was there any profit at all?—No, not on the first year;

a loss of 4 /. or 5 /.

24. Is it possible, in your opinion, to cultivate this sort of land in any way to

produce any profit?—I should think not; it is generally supposed to be the best

system of farming on the hills.

25. What was the value of your crop the second year?-—I think the value of

it, deducting the expense of making and carrying, was abouf ^/. odd.

20. What were the expenses ?— I can hardly say within a trifle ; there is the

tithe to be deducted ; I think the expense of making we reckoned about 1 /.

27. Was there any profit in that year?—Yes, I think about 25*. or 26*. in

favour of the farmer.

28. That would not fetch up the wheat?— dear no.

29. What did you cultivate it with the third year ?—With oats, according to

that manner of farming.

30. What would be your expenses that year?—I cannot say exactly ; I was not

prepared with these particulars.

31. Can you supply that another day?—Yes ; I did not receive my order' till

Saturday night ; I know, on the whole calculation, there was about 2*. Id. or

2 *. 2 ^. per year for rent.

32. That is all which there would be for payment of rent ; there would be
nothing for the farmer's profit or his capital?—No, only 2 *. a year for the

landlord.

33. As you have been a farmer for 45 years, what is the difference of the rate

of expense in cultivating a farm now and when you first began?-— I do not think

there is a great deal, except in the taxes ; the men's wages are pretty much the

same ; even now Ave give them as much as we used to do then ; we give them 2*.

a day ; we gave them no more when wheat weis 24 /. or 25 /. a load.

34. What proportion do the wages of labour bear to the rent generally ?•

—

I think that the labour is beyond the present rent, clearly.

35. Is it possible that you can go on employing men, paying them at the rate

at which you now employ them, at the present prices?— I should think it quite

impossible long to do it.

36. What is the state of the poor in your county now ; are they satisfied or

dissatisfied ?—I think they are tolerably satisfied.

37. If this system of husbandry goes on at the rate at which it goes on now,
must there not be a great number turned out of employment?—There must be.

Speaking of my own local knowledge, we have now a new turnpike-road going
on, which has taken oft' all our surplus poor ; there are not a great many out of

employment.

38. Before that new turnpike-road was begun, what was the state of your
poor ?—Very bad.

39. How many men have been out of employment ?—In our small parish from
10 to 15.

40. What is your population?—About 700.

41. Those men were not in a good state?—Certainly not.

42. In what condition were they ?—We were obliged to employ them on the

roads, and some received 8*, or 9 5. a week, and we made it up 2*. per head a
week, according to the family.

43. You state that the average was about three quarters of wheat the acre ;

does that apply to land after a dead fallow?—Yes, taking four or five years

together.

44. If you went down to the valleys, what would the difference be ?—In the

valleys it might be a little more
;
perhaps three quarters and a half.

45. Is it your opinion that even in the valleys land can be cultivated with
any thing like a profit ?—Not at the present price of corn ; not even my own
farm.

46. Do you attend the markets?—Very little indeed.

47. You do not know whether the market is glutted with corn or not?—No;
I very seldom go there.

48. You take your rent at \5s. an acre?—About 15*. an acre.

49. How much a year should you say was the amount of the expenses per

acre
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acre for labour?—That depends upon what the field would be for one year; if 7- warin F.«

fallow it would be increased considerably. '__

50. Will you give it year by year on your average of four years?—I can 92 February iS.ifi.

hardly speak to it for the four years.

51. What would be the expense on the year of fallow?— I cannot recollect

that particularly, in the manner we have stated it.

52. It depends a good deal upon the season?—Yes; I am speaking, not for

one year, but four or five years.

53. Even the fallowing of land depends upon the state of the weather very
much?—Yes ; it may make a difference of five or six bushels an acre, whether
it was fine weather, and whether it was a kind season or not.

54. How many ploughings do you reckon?—Four for a fallow; it cannot be
done for less.

55. How many ploughings between the wheat and clover?—None for the
clover.

56. How many ploughings between the clover and the oats?—Only one.

57. What do you reckon the charge for the manure?—We did not reckon any
thing; we reckoned the straw, and only the carting it out; that the straw was
to be trodden to pieces to make the manure the first time, and what mio-ht be
veanted afterwards.

58. You did not reckon for the purchase of artificial manure?—No; there is

very little fetched in this part of the county ; it is too far, and it is too mucti
expense ; I fetch a good deal of sugar scum.

59. What is the expense of poor-rates per acre?— I think we pay about As.

per acre, or bs. ; we pay nearly Q>s. in the pound.

60. Are there any other taxes on the land beside poor-rates ?—Church-rate
and highway-rate.

61. At what do you calculate those?— Generally from Qd. to 2d. in the

pound; we are generally rated at 3*. Ad.; that would be 15*. for land worth 1 /.

an acre.

62. Land-tax ?—My land-tax is all redeemed ; I paid 233/. 2^. Gd. poor-rate

last year, and highway-rate.

6'^. If the land-tax had not been purchased, what would it have been ?

—

About 1 s. in the pound, as we are rated ; we are rated at about two-thirds of our

value; it would be about 8c?. in the pound.

64. Do you pay tithe in kind ?—No, we compound for it; in one parish they

take it in kind ; I have land in five dift'erent parishes.

65. You say that the state of agriculture now is very much depressed ; do
you impute that chiefly to the prices, or to what causes ?—I think to the prices

;

the expenses are so much more in comparison to the prices.

66. When the prices were higher had the farmers greater facilities in any way
for carrying on their business than they have now ?— No, I think not.

67. Have the three last seasons been favourable to you or not?—Yes; the

two last particularly ; I should say there has been rather more than an average

crop.

68. Do you think that the last year there has been a fair average ? —Rather

more, I should say.

69. Of all sorts of grain as well as wheat?— Yes, just in our neighbourhood;

but I know in other places they have been a great deal worse ; in Sussex their

lent corn is much worse.

70. The greatest depression is upon wheat?—Yes.

71. Do you find that your county-rates come heavy upon you?—Yes.

72. You were understood to say that the prices were the only thing that

pressed upon you as a farmer ?—No, not the only thing.

73. Since what time has farming become so much more depressed?— Only

since the fall in prices; I should think the last two or three years; before they

were very fair.

74. You remember occasionally low prices 12 or 15 years ago?—Yes; they

were not so low then as they are now ; not the wheat ; I think I never sold wheat

at 38 s. before till this year.

75. Y'ou do not happen to have the account by you of the prices of wheat in

1822 and 1823?—No ; in 1822 they were very low, I know.

76. Was the price lower than 40^. in 1822 ?—'No ; I never sold any wheat at

405. till this year, I think, since I have been a farmer.

464. A 2 77. Did
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T. /raWH?, Esq. 77. T)\A tlic lowness of price in those two years afTect tlie farmer or not?—
'

No; I think there were not so many out of employment ; the poor-rates were not

33 February 183(1. so heavv.

78. It appears by the Report made to Parliament that the price of wheat in

1822 was 42.V. 11^/., and in 1823 was iOs. 'Jd.; how do you account for it that

the farmers did not feel the same distress then as they do now ?— I have no doubt

they must have felt the distress then, but it was not so permanent ; it has been

now two years.

7q. Is the capital very mucli reduced?—Yes; I know many little farmers that

cannot pay their rents ; the small farmers suffer the most ; they are obliged to

brino- their corn to market ; others who are better off can keep back a little ; I

have threshed very little new wheat yet.

80. Does the poor state of the small farmer press down the price of wheat ?

—

I should think that very probable.

81. What was the state of the crops in 1822 and 1823 ; have you any recol-

lection whether they were good or not ?—No, I have not a recollection at this

moment; I think they were not very good then, to the best of m}' recollection.

82. What do you suppose is the difference between the poor-rates in 1822 and

1823, and those at present?— I should think probably they are \s. in the pound

more now than they were then.

83. That will make a considerable difference ?—Yes ; I am speaking off-hand
;

I do not know that I am quite correct.

84. The price of wheat has got up within the last few weeks ?— It has, a little.

85. Do you think any number of the farmers will be able to avail themselves

of that?—A good many farmers, I have no doubt, have considerable quantities on

hand ; but the small farmers have been obliged to sell.

%6. The last two years the crop has been above an average crop ?—Rather

more than an average, I think.

. 87. Are you of opinion that the farmers' difficulties arise principally from the

low price of wheat?— Yes.

88. Do you keep sheep?—Yes, a large flock.

89. Do you consider the sheep beneficial to the farm in keeping it in good

heart ?—Yes.

go. They save you in manure ?—Yes ; it is the chief advantage we have at a

distance, for they serve to manure the land.

gi. Do you think the alteration of the currency had any thing to do with the

distress of the agricultural interests?— I cannot say that in my opinion it had ; it

may have had some ; I never in my life had any thing to do with the country

banks.

ga. How far from London do you reside ?—Seventeen miles.

Q3. Have you had many fires in your neighbourhood lately ?—We had one last

Friday week ; that is one great reason why we cannot reduce our labour.

g4. Should you otherwise have reduced your labour?— I should, certainly.

g5. Can you go on paying the present wages ?— No.

96. You would decrease them but for the fear of fires ?— I think we should do

so, certainly, from the necessity of the case.

97. How do you account for the price of wheat getting up rapidly lately?

—

I think the markets are not so well supplied as they M'ere ; one reason is, I

apprehend, that the farmers are engaged in threshing their seeds, in threshing

their lent corn.

98. Have you ever been in the habit of employing other men than your own
population in agricultural labour?—No.

gg. Have any of your agricultural population emigrated ?—None ; in fact, if it

were not for my own property (I employ near half the parish, a great part of

them in what I call improvements) our rates would have been exceedingly higher

than they are ; and we have a great many of our poor on the new road, which has
relieved us very much this winter.

100. What is the acreage of your parish ?—As near 3,000 acres as possible.

101. Have you any considerable landlord who does not live in the parish?

—

None ; we have one gentleman who has lately got his farm in his own hands
because he cannot let it, and he himself is one of the proprietors in the parish.

102. Have rents been very much reduced?—They have been reduced, but
not very much.

103. What has been the highest rent per acre on the hill lands ?— I do not

think
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think there has been much alteration in the hill lands ; it is more in tlie low T. Waring, r.sr|.

lands.

1 04. Is it the practice there to rent some of the low lands with the high lands ? ^^ February iS.jG.

— Yes, in some instances ; several farms are entirely hill farms; they could not
put any low land with them.

105. You reckon the average value for the hill and dale land at 1.5.y. an acre?—Yes; that is about a fair average; but the hill land will not bring now IGs.

lofi. What do you consider the average of value, hill and dale?—About 15*.

107. What proportion of each?— I should think there is rather more of the
low land : I do not think there is half hill land in the hundred.

108. At what do you reckon the |)roduce of wheat in the low land ?—Taking
the average of the one and the other, I do not think that it will be more than
I mentioned ; they frequently grow not more than two quarters on the hill land.

log. What is the most you have known on the low land?—We reckon from
four quarters to four quarters and a half a very good crop.

no. W^hat should you consider the average produce of low land?—Three
quarters and a half is a full average, I should think.

111. How much seed do you sow ?—Three bushels.

112. Will tiie low lands pay the expense of cultivation ?— Certainly not, at

those prices.

1 13. Can the farmer go on many years without being ruined?— I should think
not; I know I can save no rent myself; I am astonished how people pav rent.

114. Do you know the state of the poor in Mary's Cray and Paul's Cray?

—

No ; I have land myself in Orpington.

115. What is the state of the poor there ; I have understood by report that

they are very badly oft' ; in fact, but for the turnpike-road our part would have
been very badly off.

116. Do you not know that there is a very unpleasant feeling amongst the poor
there?—There certainly is a very unpleasant feeling.

117. How many fires have you had within five miles within the last twelve
months?—Five or six ; they have been all very recently.

118. It is your opinion that the present price of wheat is out of proportion to

the price of the rent of land ?—Yes.

119. And that the rents are paid out of capital, and not out of profits?

—

They must be now ; and in my opinion it is impossible they can go on under
the present system.

120. What quantity of sheep do you keep on your farm?— I keep about 600.

121. Do you breed them?—-No, I generally buy them; but many have sold

their sheep, though mutton is rising no^v.

122. How came they to sell them?— I suppose because they wanted the money,
or had no food for them.

123. Did they sell them when it w'as not profitable to sell them ?—Yes, some,

on account of the short feed.

1 24. You conceive that they were sold because of the distressed state of the

tenantry ?—Yes ; and some of them the want of food.

1 25. Have any sheep been fed upon wheat this year ?—Some have been, but

not in our neighbourhood. I have fed them myself on oil-cakes, and 1 have been

very fortunate in my droves.

126. What may be the average of sheep in proportion to the acres?—We
generally reckon that we keep a sheep to an acre of land ; that is about the mark,

taking the farm all through.

127. Have you any practical acquaintance with the feeding them m ith malt ?

—No ; I was going to try barley, but 1 was persuaded that it was dearer than oil-

cake, and I pursued that.

128. Your land is not adapted for barley?—No; I sow very little barley.

129. How many acres of wheat had you last year ?— I think six or eight-and-

forty. I grow very little corn now, and have very much less expenses in

consequence.

130. The farmers are reducing the quantity of corn, in consequence of the

expense of cultivation, and the low price of the produce ?— I think they are,

certainly.

131. How have you reduced your expenses?— I have put a team away, and

464. A 3 shall
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shall put another away ; I have laid down some in grass
;
and reduced my

expenses in that way.

1 ••-). If that o-oes on must it not be attended with the consequence of a great

many'poor being turned out of employment?—Certainly ; it will increase the

poor-rates.

133. You employ fewer labourers than you did?—Yes, I certainly do.

1 '54 How many fewer 1—Not many ; it is chiefly the team-men and the

expense of the team of horses.

1 • ' How many men have you discharged ?—Only the team-men, a man and

his mate, and the team of horses; saving about 100/. a year.

136. Have you not reduced the wages?—No.

1 3-. You mean that four horses and two men cost you 100 /. a year?—Yes.

I'-'S Thouoh you have not been obliged to reduce your number of men so

much what has "been the case with the poor farmers?—They have been obliged

to reduce them. I have been obliged to take some of them myself, being a large

landed proprietor.

i"'Q. You have not had so many labouring men employed upon your land as

formerly?— I think I have had very little difference, for I have been planting a

good deal of forest wood ; I have planted 50,000 lately, merely to employ the

poor ; and I have a good deal of hops and fruit, which I keep up to employ the

labourers.

140. What effect has your ploughing less had upon your power of keeping

sheep ?—I do not think it can make much difference in that, for I keep that land

down ; I do not buy quite so many sheep.

141. Shall you be able to keep more sheep upon it in consequence ?—I do not

know that that will make much difference ; I am obliged to use more artificial

food in the winter.

[The Witjiess is directed to withdraw.

John Green, Esq., is called in, and Examined, as follows.

J. Green, Esq. 142. YOU live at Eltham?—Yes.

143. How long have you been an occupier of land?—All my life; I have

been a farmer, perhaps, two or three-and-forty years.

144. Do you occupy a large quantity?—Now I do not occupy above 900

acres; my son has about 200 acres, making 1,100 acres.

145. You farm a considerable estate under the Crown?—I do.

146. Is that in your own occupation?—Entirely.

147. Have you any land of your own in your occupation ?—About 300 acres.

148. Is that included in the 900 ?—Yes.

149. Have you a good deal of arable land ?—About half; about 400, or

between 400 and 450 acres.

150. What is the state of agriculture in that part of the country ?—Certainly

in a very distressed state. I have made out a statement ; I was not summoned

till Saturday ; but I believe it is correct.

151. Of what is that a statement?—It is a five years' course.

{The same is delirered in, and read ; and is asfollows ;]

A STATEMENT of the Expenditure and Receipts of Corn Crops for

Five Years

:

One ploughing ; five horses

Four times ploughed, at 15 s. per acre

Three times ox-harrowed, at 2 s. 8 d.

Rolling . - . - -

Labour, for carting dung and spreading

Taxes ------
Rent

Fallow :
£. s.

1 -

3 -
- 8
- 7

1 5

- 6

1 10 -

Carried fonvard £. 7 16 -
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Brought forward - - - - .

Wheat:
Seed ; three bushels, at 5 s. per bushel -.---..
Drilling;, 1 s. Gd.; horses for drilling, Is. Gd.; four times harrowed, 2s. 8rf.;

striking furrows, Is. - - - - - - - - -.-
Hoeing-------------
Hand-weeding .-----.---_
Harrowing, sowing, and rolling seeds ------
Reaping .-.--------.
Carting to bam -----------
Threshing four quarters, at 5 s. per quarter ------
Delivery -----------.
Rent
Taxes -------------
Tithe of four quarters, at 40 s.

By four quarters of wheat, at 40 s.

Loss on the two first years

Clover

:

One peck of clover seed----------
Rolling for mowing --. ----.._
Mowing twice _--------__
Turning and making clover ---------
Carting 2J loads, stacking and thacking -------
Rent
Taxes -------------
Tithe on 2Hoads, at 4Z. .-----_-.
Binding 2| loads, at 2s. ; commission at market, 12s. Sid.; delivery, 10s.

per load ------------
By 2 2 loads of clover, at 4/. - - - -,-
Loss on the third year ----------

Oats :

One ploughing -----------
Seed, five bushels per acre, atl/. -

Harrowing, 2 s. 8 rf. ; striking furrows, 8 d. ; rolling, 10 d. ; sowing, 6d.
Mowing and binding -_-----_-.
Carting and stacking ..---._...
Threshing eight quarters, atl s. 6 d.

Delivery __--...,-._-
Taxes ------------
Rent ---
Tithe on eight quarters, atl/.

By eight quarters of oats, at 1 Z. per quarter

Los s on the fourth year------
Beans :

One ploughing -------
Three bushels of seeds, at 1 /. 16 s. per quarter -

Sowing and drilling. Is. 6c?.; four horses, 1 s. 6 <^. -

Harrowing, 2 s. 8 d. ; striking furrows, 10 d.

Horse -hoeing, three times, at 4 s. - - - -

Reaping --------
Carting and stacking ------
Threshing four quarters, at 1 s. 6 J. -

Delivery --------
Taxes ---------
Tithe on four quarters, at 36 s. per quarter

Rent ---------
By four quarters of beans, at 1 Z. 16 s. per quarter

Profit on five years

£.s. d.

7 10 -

- 15 -

-08
- 5 —
- 2 6

- 2 6
- 12 -
- 5 -

1 - -
•= 5 -

1 10 -

- 6 -
- 16 -

14 1

6 1

- 10

-
- 2
- 7

1 10
- 6

1 -

2 2 3|

12 6

10 -
2J

2 6 2i

- 1.5

- 12
- 4

- 5

- 12
- 7
- 6

1 10
- 16

8 2 lOj

2 lOj

- 15
- 13
- 3
- 3
- 12
- 8

- 5
- 6

- 5
- 6
- 14

1 10

J. Green, Esq,

2 2 February 1836.
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J. Green, Esq. 1 52. Are vou quite sure that that is an accurate statement?—I am.

1
'.

153. That 19.y. dUL is the whole profit for the five years on an acre of ground r

93 February 1836. —Yes.

154. There is no allowance for your capital, for your trouble, or for risk?—No.

1 55. How Ion"- have the prices of agricultural produce been in so very depressed

a state?—About seven or eight years ago wheat was as low as it has been this

year, but not last year ; last year the price was about 43 s. or 44 s. ; now it has

been 40*. for some time ; there is a little advance in the market just now.

156. Is it possible the arable farmers can carry on their farms with their pre-

sent expense, and at the present low prices of produce?—No, it is perfectly

impossible. I am certain that I am correct in my statement.

157. How do you explain that there is this profit
;
you say that the loss for the

two first years was 6/. Is. Sd., the loss of the clover year 21. 6s. 21 d., the loss

on oats 2*. \Qld., the profits on the fifth year 11. odd ; how then can there be a

profit, inasmuch as the loss on the first, second, third and fourth year amounts to

between 8/. and 9/.?—I think you will find I am correct in my statement.

158. What is the state of the poor in your parish?—We are not so heavily

burthened as in some other parishes ; our rates are about 45. 6d. in the pound ; but

we are rated on only two-thirds.

159. Have you many out of employment?—Not a great many now; we do

employ them ; they may be said to be out of employ when they throw them.selves

on the parish, but we have a method of employing them making pimps ; we make
pimps for lighting fires.

160. Is that a profitable employment ?—We just make them earn their living by

it; it keeps them employed.

161. Can you go on long to pay the present wages ?—We cannot go on, certainly,

in the state we are in; we are sacrificing every thing.

162. Are you sacrificing your capital now in paying the wages and other

expenses you have to pay?—No doubt of it. This paper is perfectly correct. If

I may be allowed to say, there are some things I have not charged ; for instance,

water furrowing; that is, drains to let otTthe water.

163. Does the 6*. burthen include the county-rates?—That includes the

whole.

164. The church-rates, highway-rates, and poor-rates?—Yes; but within

the last few years we have had a very heavy gaol-rate, and a lunatic-asylum rate

also.

1 6^. Do you mean to say, from the statement you have given in, which is decidedly

an expensive way of farming, you have had every one of those years the very good
crop referred to, or that that is an average crop for the years referred to ?—No ; I do
not make allowances for the failure of crop ; I am taking four quarters on the acre

;

we scarcely ever exceed that ; the year before the last we did not exceed two and
a half; I have put it at the highest.

1 66. Do you farm your own land ?—-I do.

167. Have you made any attempt to reduce wages?—We have reduced them to

12*. a week ; we used to pay 15*.

168. Have you made any attempt to reduce them lower than 12*. ?—No; in

fact we are going to raise them about Lady-day to 15*. again.

169. For what reason?— It adds to the comfort of the poor, I think, and it keeps
them more quiet.

170. What do you mean by keeping them more quiet ; are you apprehensive of

fires?—We are desirous of attending to the comfort of the poor; they are not

altogether very desperate with us, but they are not far off', I believe.

171. Do not you think 12*. a week wages for the labouring classes, at the present
price of wheat, high wages ?—Yes, it is ; but it is what is generally given with us

;

near town the wages are generally rather higher.

172. How far are you from London ?—Nine miles.

1 73. What are the highest labourers' wages you ever remember ?—Eighteen
shillings.

774. How long is it since they were reduced below the 18*. ?— I should think

18 or 20 years ; when corn was at an extravagant price, we thought it necessary to

increase the wages.

175. Can you recollect what the wages were in 1828 and 1829 }—No, I cannot,

without reference to my books; but it was when the corn was so extravagantly

dear we advanced the wages to 18*., and continued them till it decreased in price

asain ;
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again
; then they were at 15 s. for some years ; we have only lowered them within J.Orccn, Esq.

the last two years to 12.s.

1 76. Do you farm under lease ?—Part of it is belonging to the Crown, and part 22 February 183G.

is my own ; that I rent under the Crown is under lease, which lease expires in three
years.

177. What was the length of the lease?—Twenty-eight years.

178. Have you paid your rent the last few years out of capital or out of profit?

—Out of capital.

179. What rent do you pay?—We pay a very high rent. That was sold, soon
after the grant was made, to Sir John Shaw.

180. What rent does Sir John Shaw pay the Crown ?— I cannot say ; but my
farm is about 34*. an acre, and 1 gave a premium at the same time for that I'arm

of 1,800/.

181. It is underlet to you ?—Yes.

182. You calculate the value at 1/. IO5. an acre; do you conceive that about
the rent now ?—That is more that the average rent given in the parish now ; the

reni of the Crown land is higher.

1 83. Have you a lease from Sir John Shaw ?—Yes, I have ; that lease expires at

three years from last Michaelmas.

184. It is not co-extensive with his lease from the Crown?—No ; he reserves

a year.

185. Your market for your clover is the London market ?—Yes.

i86. Do you get your manure from London?—Yes, and some from Woolwich
;

they bring it back as back carriage.

187. You make no charge for manure?—No; I have given the straw for

manure.

188. How much have your poor-rates, highway- rates, and church-rates increased

within the last five years ?—I do not think they have increased much ; we have
adopted the plan of keeping the men employed, and have agreed sometimes among
ourselves. I take so many to keep them off the parish.

1 89. What is the state of the small farmer ?—Very bad indeed ; but I do not

know that it is worse than the large,'for the large is sinking his capital.

190. Is it not the case that the large are sinking their capital, and the small

have sunk theirs ?—Yes.

191. How much have you charged for drilling ?—We drill with the Suffolk

machine; Is. 6(L an acre is the usual price. My bailiff keeps two of those

machines to drill for the farmers when they are in small business. They cost

40/. ; it does not answer for them to keep them ; the Is. 6d. is his charge to every

one.

192. Do you mean that the practice of drilling increases the produce so much
as to make it advantageous to adopt it?—If it were not drilled we should not get

it hoed for 5s. an acre, when it is broad cast; I have given from 10s. to a

guinea an acre formerly.

193. Have you many sheep?— I generally keep from 1,400 to 1,500 sheep.

194. Do you not reckon, according to the late price of wool, that you make a

good deal by them ?—The price of the wool is good, but the price of mutton

has been very bad.

195. Have you fed any sheep this year on wheat?—No.

196. Do you feed many bullocks on your farm ?—I do not keep many bullocks
;

1 keep a large stock of cows.

197. Do you ever give them grown barley ?—No.

198. How long do you keep your sheep ?—Two years.

199. What do you reckon a fair profit on the sale of the carcass of each

sheep ?—I did not breed them. My profit depends on the rate at which they are

bought ; last year we bought them at a most enormous price, and there was little

profit; this year we bought them at a low price, and anticipate a fair profit: I

always buy my sheep at Romney fair.

200. How much a head profit do you think you ought to have upon a sheep,

independent of the wool ?— I ought to get 1 /. a head on the two years.

201. You buy them as lambs?—Yes.

202. You do not feed any bullocks?—I do some few; 20 or 30, perhaps
;

but mine are principally of the cow kind ; I keep nearly 100 cows.

203. Would you be able to afford fat bullocks at much less money if the price

of hides and tallow were higher ;*—The price of tallow reduces the price of the

464. B meat
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J. Grten, Esq. meat very much per stone, tor tallow is fetching only S^c/. a pound, when it used

to be fetching Sd. or 9d.
1-2 February 1836. ^^^ ry^^^

higher price of tallow would consequently make up for the price of

the meat ?•—Yes.

205. To what time do you refer when you say that the price for tallow was

Sd. or dd.—Ten or twelve years ago it used to be a common price, from Sd. to

lew. for the tallow ; now it is 3d. and 3 ^ </.

•206. Do you refer to the time of war, or not ?—I think since the war.

207. What is the quality of your land generally ?—Strong land ; clay.

208. Not favourable to the breeding of sheep, then ?—No.

20q. If it were you would not breed them on your land ?—There are certain

soils where they can breed them better than we can.

210. You consider yourself to pay a very high rent?—Certainly, at 34s. an

acre ; I am speaking of the Crown lands ; it costs me more than 40 5. an acre, and

I am convinced nobody can live at the present time on two farms I have under the

Crown at 20 .y. an acre,

211. Did you take those farms yourself?—I purchased the lease.

212. Did "you consider it was then a high rent ?—It was at the time corn was

selling at 7/, or 8/. a quarter.

213. When was that?— It was during the war ; it is 25 years since.

214. You considered it a high rent then?— It was a high rent then ; but we
were obliged to purchase, almost ; we were taken so much by surprise. We under-

stood, if Sir John Shaw renewed we should have new leases ; but, instead of that,

it was put up to auction ; we were therefore buying our improvements.

215. If there had not been other circumstances you would not have taken it

then at that rent?—No; on one small farm, 150 acres, I made considerable

improvements ; I have made a great sacrifice.

216. Have you laid down any part of this lately, to cover the high rent?—No.

217. Why do you go on cultivating it?—Strong land of that description would

not answer my purpose to lay down, under a lease; the first 10 or 12 years it

produces very little, after the first year or two has expired, till a bottom is formed.

218. It would be sacrificing the land for 10 or 12 years?—Yes.

219. Therefore you are obliged to occupy the land in this way ?—Yes.

220. How many pounds of wool do your sheep produce?—The old sheep from

seven to eight, and they are the long-wooUed sheep ; and the younger sheep, of a

year old, about five.

221. How much a pound do you get?—This year I sold it at Is. 7^. a pound.

222. Is it the same price for the older and the younger sheep ?—It is all

sold together.

223. Was that a higher price than the year before?—The year before it was
sold at 1 s. 6d., I think.

224. Do you consider those high prices?—Yes; three or four years before it

was selling at 7 d. and 8d. a pound.

225. What rent can you afford to give for this land now?—At the present

prices it would not be worth any rent at all, if things were to go on as they are.

226. It has been a losing concern to you for the last few years ?—Yes,

certainh', almost from the commencement of my having it, when the war ceased,

almost immediately afterwards; I could not have farmed now if I had not farmed

in those better days.

227. You are melting down what you gathered at that time ?—Yes.

[T/ie IVitness is directed to tvithdraw.

William Jacob, Esq., is called in, and Examined as follows :

W. Jacob, Esq. 228. YOU are in the office of the Board of Trade ?— I am Comptroller of Corn
Returns.

229. You have been so a good many years?—About 14 or 15 years.

230. You were for some time a practical farmer, were you not ?—I was.

231. You have not been a practical farmer for a great many years ?—No,

232. From your situation of Comptroller of Corn Returns, can you form any
opinion as to what is the present state of agriculture in this country ?—Certainly

not from my official situation as Comptroller of Corn Returns ; but, having tra-

velled about both in England and in foreign countries during the leisure that my
office
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office sometimes affords me, I have paid particular attention to the state of agri- ^r. Jacob, Esq.

culture.

233. From such observations as you have had an opportunity of making, what 22 February 183G.

do you consider the present state of the farmers in this country ; are they in a

thriving state, or otherwise?— It is extremely difficult to look at such a number of

people in the mass, and to give a definite or tolerably accurate description of

the whole people in the mass.

234. Have you any means of forming any opinion whether the quantity of corn

grown in this country has increased or diminished ?—I apprehend the system of

agriculture has very much improved within the last 20 years, and that on the

same space of land a larger proportion is now grown than was 20 years ago, from

such improved system of agriculture.

235. Are there as many acres of land cultivated for wheat and corn now as

there were five years a<io ?— I cannot answer that question.

236. Is it as well cultivated now as it was five years ago?— Supposing the

number of acres to be the same, which I cannot ascertain, then I should say

there was a larger quantity produced now than then ; and I should perhaps say

that the increase of population is very rapid ; but I believe the increased produc-

tions of agriculture, especially of corn, have kept pace with it.

237. That is your opinion?—It is.

238. That is a mere opinion
;
you have no facts to go on?—There are no sta-

tistical facts upon the subject ; I wish there were.

239. Is it your opinion that the quantity of corn grown in this country can

with safety be reduced to any considerable extent?—Certainly not.

240. Suppose it was diminished one-tenth, what would be the consequence ?

-—That we should pay to the foreigner double as much as we now pay to the

English farmer.

241. Could we get it from abroad?—I do not believe we could.

242. Do you mean to say you do not think there is corn enough to be sent

from abroad ?—^There is corn enough, provided you will pay the price of it, but

it must be drawn from such a distance, with land carriage, and a profit to those

through whose hands it passed, that it would arrive here at a higher cost price,

and would obtain a higher selling price than if it were grown at home.

243. Can you form any opinion of the state of the harvest the last two years ?—^The reports are so very various, it is impossible for any human being to general-

ize them. I judge, from the facts which I have investigated, that we have not,

during a long average of years, produced wheat enough to feed our population

by about 1,000,000 of quarters.

244. That is your opinion ?—That is the fact, drawn from the importations from

foreign ports.

245. Do you think, with the quantity of corn which comes from Ireland, we
cannot do entirely without foreign corn?—^The quantity of wheat which comes
from Ireland is very inconsiderable.

246. What do you consider the quantity of corn which comes from Ireland ?

—

Supposing we import 2,000,000 of quarters in the year, not above 200,000 come
from Ireland.

247. Do you not know that in the year 1814, 814,000 quarters came from

Ireland ?—I have not seen the account of that.

248. Do you mean to say that much more corn cannot be imported from abroad

than is now imported ?—Much more may be imported ; the quantity must depend
entirely upon the price paid for it.

249. Supposing it were necessary to import much more corn, would the price

abroad be a great deal higher, in your opinion?—Without stating opinions, I

think I could say, that in every year when the demand in this country has been

such that we have imported 1,000,000 quarters of corn, the corn in all foreign

countries has risen at least 100 per cent.

250. If that is the case, do you not think that the present restrictions on the

importation of corn are of very little or no use ?—That is matter of opinion ; I

should rather say that I think them of very great use ; I think that, by means of

those restrictions, our farmers are induced to cultivate almost as much as will

supply us, but if they were more deficient, we should then collect it from foreigners,

but at a higher price than we can raise it.

251. Supposing the restrictions to be taken from the corn, do you not think the

price of corn, whether imported or grown in this country, would be much the

464. B 2 same ?
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jr. Jacob, Esq. Same ?—It would be nearly the same, and under the operation of the present law,

it has been found that the variations of the seasons have effected variations in the

22 February 1S36. price to a less extent tlian formerly.

252. Is there an inclination lately to speculate in foreign or jn English corn r

—

I cannot answer that question.

253. You gave evidence upon that subject a few years ago r—A few years ago

I thought the state of the market was such that there was no disposition to specu-

late in English corn at that time.

254. Do you think there is now ?—I do not know ; I rather think not, to any

extent.

255. You think that they get more by speculating in foreign com ; that there is

a chance of greater profit ?—Yes, but of course the loss also may be greater.

256. You consider speculation in foreign corn injurious to the agriculturist of

this country ?—Yes.

257. Would not speculation in English corn be promoted by not allowing

foreign corn to be warehoused in this country ?—I do not know how that would

operate, but I think it would not be safe, considering the years of scarcity we
sometimes have.

258. Supposing it to be safe, would it not be greatly advantageous to the Eng-

lish corn-grower, by directing the course of speculation to his corn rather than

the foreign?—Yes, and to the public also.

259. Are you to be understood to say, that if foreign corn were allowed to-

come in, it would raise the price of corn abroad a hundred-fold r—I do not say

what would be the effect, but what has been the effect.

260. To what time do you refer?— I forget the number of years now, but I

published that in a volume of tracts on the subject, and showed what the effect

each year was.

261. Are you not aware that corn is almost a drug abroad now?—No ; corn is

certainly not a drug ; wheat is. The inhabitants on the Continent eat scarcely

any wheat.

262. The houses are full of it?— I believe^ they are not overloaded with the

corn they mostly consume, which is rye ; they were not five or six months ago,

when I was in Germany and Switzerland.

263. Are you not aware that there is a general complaint on the Continent of

the low price of agricultural produce ?—There is a complaint generally of low

price every where.

264. Are you not aware of the Report of the French Minister ?—Yes. .

265. Is there not a complaint also by the Dutch Minister?—Yes.

266. Is the agricultural interest in France in any thing like the state the agri-

cultural interest in England is ?— I do not think they can be compared together
;

they are in a different state of society.

267. Is not the state of opulence and comfort of the farmer far greater in

France than it is in England?— I have not seen very much of France lately, but

I should say not; the farmers in France are to be compared to our little farmers,

wlio are generally in a state of great distress, if they are bad farmers especially.

268. Unless the system is altered, is it possible they can ever be in any other

state?— I do not know.

26q. What is your opinion of the cause of the present low price of wheat ?

—

There are several causes to be assigned for it; in the first place, in many parts of

the kingdom the lower class of people have changed their food from wheat to

potatoes, to a certain extent.

270. Do you mean in England ?—Yes.

271. Y'ou were examined before the Committee in the year 1S33, and you

then stated that you thought the consumption of wheat in this country was about

13,000,000 of quarters ?—I think I did.

272. It appears that in the period between 1821 and 1831 there was an increase

of 3,000,000 in our population ; taking it that there would be about 4,000,000

increase since that time, there must be a much greater demand for and con-

sumption of wheal than there was in 1821 ; therefore the increased demand would
meet the increased amount which you state, supposing your opinion is correct as

to the improvement of agriculture?—In my former answer 1 stated my opinion

that the increa.se of population and the increase of the growth of corn upon the

same portion of land had been going on together.

273- The
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273. The manufacturing; interest has been now for some years in a state of f^^. /aco6, Esq.

comparative ease r—I think so.

274. Has that led to a greater consumption on tlie part of manufacturers of '^- February 1836.

butchers' meat?—Certainly.

275. Has that had any effect in reducing the consumption of wheat ?—It is

possible it may.

276. Are you aware of the improved cultivation of wheat in any part of the

country, particularly in the fen lands ?— I have not turned my attention to that

;

I am aware that there have been in some parts.

277. When you take into consideration the vast increase of the manufacturin<^

population, do you conceive there is a less consumption of wheat in the manu-
facturing districts than there was five, ten, or twenty years ago?—No; I do not

believe there is a less consumption, but a less comparative consumption in pro-

portion to the population.

278. Do you not conceive that many of the population eat more wheaten bread

than they used to do?— I think that they eat more potatoes.

279. Do you think that there has been an increase in the consumption of
wheaten bread among the agricultural population ?— I should think that there is,

in proportion to their numbers.

280. Are you aware that in many districts there used to be oats, or barley, or

rye consumed to a much greater extent formerly, and that wheat has been substi-

tuted ?—Yes ; but that has ceased, to a great extent, particularly the eating of rye

and barley bread, I believe entirely, in my time. I recollect when nothing else

was eafen by the labourers but barley bread ; now, in those parts of the country,

they eat no barley bread.

281. Is not a good deal of the bread called wheaten bread made of potato

flour?— I believe that it is, and very good bread too.

282. Do you remember when there was scarcely any thing but potatoes eaten

in the west of England ?—No, I do not recollect their being so much eaten in

the west of England as they have been of late, and on the noble Chairman's estate

in Dorsetshire there are more than ten times the potatoes grown now than
formerly.

283. What do you conceive to be the average consumption of wheat in the

British islands ?— I have looked at the subject ; formerly, five or six years ago,

I calculated it «as about six bushels per head for the population.

284. What is your opinion of the average produce of wheat in the British

islands ?— It must be the quantity minus that quantity we have imported for any
series ot years.

285. How much of that 1,000,000 do you reckon comes from the Continent of

Europe ?—It is a very hard thing to carry figures in one's head ; almost the whole
of it comes from the Continent of Europe, for I believe our imports from Canada
have been very insignificant ; the impression upon my mind is, that for a scries

of years we have not imported from Ireland as much as 200,000 quarters a year,

on the average.

286. Is there any year in which we have imported so little as 2,000,000
quarters a year?— I have not looked at that lately, but I did some years ago, \CYy

accurately. I deducted what had been exported to Ireland ; in some years I

found there was a very large quantity sent from Ireland to England in the begin-

ning of the year, and at the end of the year a larger quantity had been sent from

England to Ireland. In the year 1817, though in the beginning of the year

Ireland sent wheat to England, in the latter end of the same year England sent

more than that to Ireland.

287. Did Ireland send, in the year 1817, one quarter of what she sends now?
—I cannot recollect figures; I know that Ireland has been gradually increasing

in her exportation.

288. In the course of this winter has any quantity of wheat been sent from
England to the United States?— I have not heard of any; I have seen in the

papers that some flour has been sent, but I know nothing of it.

289. You have travelled in most of the corn-growing countries of the Continent?
—I have.

290. Will you state to the Committee what is the relative quality of French as

compared with English wheat, generally ; is it better or worse?— I think it is worse,

generally ; it does not weigh so much as the English.

291. Is the French bread, as it is commonly sold in Paris, as compared to the

464. B 3 London
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JF. Jacob, Esq. London bread, better or worse ?—It is inferior, the common bread ; but if we were

there we should not eat the common bread ; we should have rolls, or something of

ta February 1836. that kind.

292. The common bread of Paris, as compared with the common bread of

London, is inferior ?—Certainly.

293. Do you ever look at the returns constantly put into the public papers here,

particularly the " Times" ncAVspaper, as to the relative prices in England and

France of bread ?—Yes.

204. Do you consider those statements erroneous ?—Very erroneous as to the

relative goodness of English and French wheat ; for they say that French wheat

is 20 per cent, better; the price is higher in France than in England, which

cannot be denied ; they then assume to show that in England it is dearer ; that

French wheat is 20 per cent, superior in quality than English ; whereas the reverse

is the fact.

2q5. You consider those statements to be erroneous?—Yes, I do.

296. In point of fact, how much higher is the price of wheat in France, calcu-

lating the same quality of wheat, than it is in England ?—I have this morning

received the account of the markets in France for the preceding week ; I see it has

risen there ; I think it is above 2 5. a quarter higher, upon the average.

297. Have you any materials in your office by which you could furnish the

Committee with any thing of an estimate of the relative qualities and prices between

the two countries?—No, I think I could not find it in my office; but inquiries

might be made among the importers, perhaps.

298. Can you state as to the averages in the two countries ; the average'is taken

by law in this country, and the average is taken by law in France, for the purpose

of regulating the importation of corn ; which is the fairest of the two?—Ours is

the most correct; it comes the nearest to the actual truth ; for in France they take

the average of the markets, and add them together, the same as we unfortunately did,

till the year 1821 ; therefore they do not give the average of quantities and prices

according to the quantity ; but in a market where there are 1,000 quarters of com
sold it teils as much in their average as if there were 10,000. It will be recollected

that some of the little counties in Wales, where scarcely 50 bushels of wheat were

sold, used, before 1821, to bear the same proportion to the whole as the 100,000

quarters sold in London ; and in some such way as that the accounts are made up
in France. They are correct as to the places, but not as to the general prices of the

country.

299. Have you not made some observations on the connexion between the prices

at which the averages are published and the prices at which public contracts have
been published in France ?—Yes, I have made examination into that matter ; the

public contracts, if I do not mistake, have been by weight ; the hectometre is to

make so many killogrammes.

300. Was not the result of that examination to satisfy you that the averages, as

published by law, were rather below than above the real prices in the country ?

—

Yes, they were so.

301. Does your observation as to the relative value of the wheat in the two

countries apply generally to the two countries, or to particular districts ?—To the

whole of the country.

302. There are particular districts in England where wheat fetches a considerably

higher price ?—Yes, and in France also ; the variations of price in France are vastly

greater than they are in England. I could, with a little trouble, have shown this,

if I had been aware of the question, the contrast of the highest and the lowest

prices ; I think, at Marseilles, wheat is near 100 per cent, higher than it is at

Verdun or Metz.

303. At the present moment, taking France and England as two countries, do
you think that bread, supposing it of equal quality in both countries, is much
cheaper in France than it is in England ?^It is cheaper in Paris than it is in

London taking quality for quality, it is somewhat cheaper ; there are reasons for

that ; first of all, the flour trade in London is a sort of monopoly.

304. Is it not still more a monopoly in Paris ?—That is a monopoly of a different

Tcind ; the corporation of Paris, the municipality, have been bound to keep a
certain quantity of corn always in store, and the public establishments also, the

army and the hospitals, which is a very important feature in Paris, are bound to

lay in a stock at certain periods, and to have always that stock ; that influences the

price of bread, and I have no doubt keeps it a little below ours.

305. You
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305. You stated that one (ground for the low price of wheat at the present ^^' Jacob, Esq.

moment, in your opinion, was tlie increased cultivation of potatoes; to what district

in England do you particularly allude ?—That was one cause to which I referred ; ''^ February 1836.

I have observed that in every part of England.

306. Do you mean among the farmers ?— Yes, in every part of the country.

307. You are aware that the cultivation of potatoes requires a good deal of

capital in the way of manure ?—Yes, but it does not require more capital than
turnips or mangel-wurzel, for feeding cattle ; and, those cattle making dung, a larger

quantity of wheat will be grown upon each acre, which, I believe, is the case.

308. What soils, do you say, are suitable to the growth of potatoes?—Any
tolerably loamy soil ; either clay loam or chalky loam, or sandy loam.

309. You consider potatoes a very exhausting crop, do you not ?—I do not

consider it so ; some persons do.

310. That is the general opinion of people, is it not?— It is found in Ireland to

be the reverse.

311. You mentioned that there was a monopoly of the flour trade in London
;

will you have the goodness to describe that?— It is a monopoly which the large

millers create ; the bakers are poor and the millers are rich, and they compel
the poor bakers, by giving them credit, or something or other, to buy their flour

of them.

312. Is the mealing trade in few hands in London ?—Yes.

313. You cannot state in how many hands?—O no.

314. It is in so few hands they can influence the price of the article they deal

in ?—Yes. *

315. How comes it that this mealing trade is not influenced, like all other

trades, by c'ompetition ?—In the first place, the few mill-streams there are in the

vicinity of London, and the more valuable purposes to which those mill-streams

can be put in manufactures, causes a scarcity.

316. There can be no competition by one who has not got a grinding power ?

—

No, and a large grinding power.

317. Are there no steam-mills for grinding corn near London ?—Yes, there are

some ; one at Wandsworth. The man who built it had a single mill, in my
memory ; he died a short time ago worth half a million of money ; he had a
small v;indmill when I first knew him.

318. Do you suppose he made that money in the mealing trade ?—I suppose

so. When I was in Poland, ten years ago, one of his sons was there inquiring

the price of wheat, and I believe buying it ; at that time they must have been
able to import.

319. The averages of corn are made up from returns from certain towns in

different parts of England ; there are no averages taken from any of the towns in

Ireland?—No.
320. Would not averages taken from the towns in Ireland, if they were in-

cluded in the average return, show a very different rate of price ?— I do not

know how that could be done ; there was, in an Act of Parliament, passed, I

think, in the year 1828, power given to the Board of Trade to establish

inspectors of corn returns in towns, both in Ireland and Scotland; but those

were not to be placed in the averages ; but they were merely experimental

things ; there were a number of them appointed in different parts of Ireland and
in different parts of Scotland, and they made their returns. About five years

ago, when Lord Auckland first came to the Board of Trade, he asked me whether

there was any expense in my department that could be spared ; I told him I

thought those returns from Ireland and Scotland exhibited nothing; there was
nothing to be gathered from them, and it cost some hundreds a year, and I

thought that might be as well saved to the public, and they ceased.

321. Was the whole expense 300/. or 400/. a year?—Yes, about that sum
;

the returns were so very small in amount they produced no effect on English

averages.

322. Supposing the growth of corn to have very much increased of late in

Ireland and Scotland, is it not very material we should have returns from those

countries?— I do not know what use it would be.

323. If the prices of corn in Scotland and Ireland are considerably lower,

would it not lower the average in this country ?—Perhaps it might, but the

quantity brought to market is very small ; if it is brought into the English

market it comes into the averages.

464.
"

B 4 324. That
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/r Jacob Esq. 324. That comes with all the expenses of carriage and so on?—Yes.
'

ooj. How much a quarter does that make ?— I cannot tell ; it depends on the

32 February 1836. part of Ireland from which it comes.

V26. If it came from the west of Ireland would it not be 5*. a quarter?—

I

think not ; it is 1 s. or I s. 6d. on oats, which is the principal thing.

'?27. If the averages are taken at Bristol or Liverpool, it is with the addition of

those charo-es, and not what the farmer gets for it ?—Yes ; but the object of the

law I apprehend, is, not to determine what the price is the farmer gets for it,

but what the consumer pays for it.

"28. Then we mio-ht as well be governed by the London market ?—We take it

from all the places where it is consumed.

320. Takino- the average as returned for England, and comparing them, what

should you say is the average price of corn in London ; is the average as

collected by the existing law a fair average and a fair price ?—I have no doubt

it is as far as it is attainable ;
you cannot enter more into particulars without

cramping all the operations of trade,

330. You have no reason to suppose that the mode prescribed by the Act of

Parliament for taking the averages does not give, upon the whole, the fair price

of corn ?— I have no apprehension that it is not a fair price, as fair a price as can

be obtained.

331. Would it not be as well to ask the seller what he sold at as well as the

tuyer ?—No ; I think that would not do at all, because, though the millers are

not very good accountants, they are much better accountants than the little

farmers.

33i. It is the interest of the millers to keep the average as low as they can ?

—

No ; when they have a large stock of corn by them they wish to get up the

price ; as millers, in general, they have no interest in the question ; and my
returns are very numerous, coming from millers and brewers, and persons of

that description ; they would be ten times as numerous if they came from

little farmers, every man who brought his two bushels or his sack upon his back,

as they do in the Welch markets ; it would be a labour beyond any thing.

333. Have you any reason to doubt that the farmers are as good accountants as

the millers ?—They are much worse book-keepers.

334. You say you have no means of ascertaining the quantity of corn grown

in this country, distinct from the quantity annually imported?—By calculation of

what each person eats, and adding to that the quantity annually imported.

335. Have you any means, by such process, or any other, of showing the

annual consumption for a certain number of years, reckoning backwards r

—

Only by referring to the imports and exports of corn, and seeing how much
we have wanted to feed the population, dividing that by the number of years.

336. Whatever alteration there may be in the population, you have no means

of ascertaining it by any other means than that ?—No.

337. Would not the returns you have of sales enable you to do that?

—

No, 1 think not ; every one of my clerks has been at work, with the assistance

of extra clerks, in consequence of a motion made by Mr. Dillwyn in the

House of Commons ; and after six months' hard labour it produces no result

at all.

338. Supposing you were to go back for 30 years, and to have no other

means of judging of the quantity of corn that is consumed in this country

except by the amount of importation, what would your conclusion be, when you
take into your consideration the immense increase of population of this

country?—Supposing our soil feeds 13 or 15 millions of people as well as it

formerly did 10 millions, our soil is so much more productive, minus the quantity

we import from foreign countries ; I have no doubt our soil is more productive

of food.

33p. We have had no importation from foreign countries within the last two
years ?—No.

340. If the soil is more productive, and the consumption is increased, that

increased production and consumption must show itself in the quantity of wheat
sold in the different markets ?—No, it will not ; for this simple reason :—there

is an abstract of the paper I have mentioned as having taken so much labour,

which has been printed, being laid before the House of Commons ; it will appear

that in some markets, in some years, there have been three times as much sold

as in another ; the quantity sold is no criterion for consumption ; vvhen the trade

1$
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is brisk there is a great deal of speculation ; a man will buy 500 quarters of w. Jacob, E«q.

wheat one day ; if he can make (i</. the next he will sell it again; and so it

passes through the market again. 22 February 1836.

341. If there is a high price, the supposition will be there is a much larger

quantity of wheat'—No, it is not; the standard is fixed with reference to the

highest and the lowest ; it is the comparison between the two which produces the

greatest number of returns.

342. Is there not the greatest speculation when the price is at the highest?

—

No ; there is a great deal of speculation as it rises and as it falls ; they arc

anxious then to get rid of it, at any loss ; the speculator will buy it to keep it, in

hopes that it will rise again.

343. Although there may be a good deal of corn sold two or three times over,

yet probably that upon the average of years would be pretty much the same; if

the consumption of the country had increased one-tenth or one-fifth, or any
certain amount, it must show itself in the increased quantity brought to market in

the ditlerent markets ?— I do not think any inference can be drawn from that.

344. Your observation leads you to think that any calculation founded on that

would not be accurate ?—That it would not deserve any confidence at all.

345. You say, that when prices are falling, people are glad to get rid of it at

any price?—Yes ; then there will be others who buy it with a view of holding it

for a time.

346. If there is a fall of price it will frequently fall rapidly?—Yes.

347. If there are none who want it for consumption in the market, it will fall

very rapidly indeed ?—Yes ; I believe imagination acts more upon the market of

corn than on any other market in the world.

348. Supposing the English supply were not equal to the consumption, and
there came in 1,000,000 quarters in the year, would not that knock down the

market very much ?—Certainly ; it appears to me that the present Corn Law
relieves us, as it supplies us at a time of scarcity at a cheaper rate than we could

be supplied without it ; but at the same time it prevents, in times of great abun-
dance, the price going down so low as it would otherwise go.

349. You say it would go down much lower than it ought to do if the market
once feels a sort of panic ?—Yes ; and it is better for the public to pay a little

more when it is very cheap, than a great deal more when it is very dear ; I con-

sider the present Corn Law not so much a protection to the farmer, though it is

so, as it is a protection to the consumer.

350. It keeps the prices at an equilibrium ?—Yes ; or as near at an equilibrium

as they can be.

351. Have you turned your attention to the question whether what is called

the allotment system, the disposition to which has been increasing through the

country, of increasing the cottage gardens every year, has had a tendency to throw
agricukural labourers for their food more on garden produce, and less on bread ?

— It may be so, and I suppose it is so, so far as I have seen it ; but I have seen

it so little, compared with the whole face of the land in the country, it is impos-
sible to measure its extent.

352. Do not you think the cottage system has induced the cottagers to be
more in the habit of keeping pigs, or perhaps cows, than they used to be?— It

may have done ; but I have not had an opportunity of measuring the extent to

which it has gone.

[ The Witness is directed to uithdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, Twelve o'clock.

Die Jovis, 25° Febntarii, 183G.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

John Rickman, Esq., is called in ; and having been sworn, is Examined
as follows :

353- YOU made out a table, when the Reform Bill was before Parliament, of J- Rickman, Esq.

the population of this country, did you not ?— I am not certain it was at that time;

there is in tiie preface to the population volumes a table of the population, divided

into the agricultural and manufacturing classes.

464. c 354. You
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J. Rkkmnn, Esq. 354. You having distinguished the total number of families engaged in agri-

culture, those in trade, and all other families, be so good as to state what you
25 February 1836, include in the class engaged in agriculture ?—It is not by any choice of mine that

I include or exclude, but merely according to the answers of the overseers of the
parishes.

355. This was taken from the answers of the overseers of the parishes ?—The
total is collected from the answers of the overseers of the several parishes.

356. Do you recollect whom they described as agriculturists; what sort of

persons ?— If we conceive an agricultural village, they would include every

family, except probably the minister, the blacksmith, the shoemaker, the car-

penter, and other such village occupations.

357. Then, in a parish purely agricultural, the minister, the blacksmith, the

shoemaker, the carpenter, and so on, are excluded from the total ?—Yes ; those

employed in trade would be placed in the second column.

358. You would exclude from agriculture, even in an agricultural village, the

mechanics employed by the agriculturists ?—Yes ; 1 take the agriculturists to be
the persons actually employed on the land as occupiers of the land, and the

labourers under them ; in the course of the inquiry many questions of this kind

were asked of me, and so answered.

359. Then the carpenter, the tailor, the shoemaker, and the wheelwright, and
so on, are all included under the head of mechanics ?—Yes.

360. What do you include under " all other families ?''—It is impossible, in

inquiries which attempt classification, to make a consistent total, unless there is

a waste or negative column (so to speak) in which to enter all those who are not

included in the attempted classification ; if I am asked who the majority of such

persons are, I believe them to be chiefly superannuated persons ; and in asking

questions as to families, there are many individuals who have no families, such

as old women in the Highlands, living in small black huts made of turf, living

quite alone ; and there are many similar cases in which an individual is

unavoidably deemed to be a family.

361. Supposing a beneficed clergyman residing in a country village, which
class should you put him in ?—He, that is, his family, would be put in the column
of " all other classes."

362. So would a landlord ?—Yes.

363. Where do you put the master tradesmen ?—As employed in trade.

364. Every sort of mechanic is classed as employed in trade ?—Yes ; the

village shoemaker, and other artisans.

365. Does that arrangement give any thing like an accurate idea of the families

dependent on agriculture ?—Not at all ; if the investigation were to be pursued,

such a computation would be a task of much labour ; but it may be pursued as

far as any person wishes to pursue it; for in the population volumes of 1831, at

the end of every county, persons in retail trade or in handicraft are distinctly classed

in a hundred classes or more ; and where a large town exists, in two or three

hundred classes ; five or six hundred species of trade and handicraft are thus

distinctly specified in the metropolis. All these are subdivisions of the column
of those employed in retail trade or handicraft, as masters or workmen ; the total

of such column being 404,000 persons upwards of 20 years of age.

366. Is this page of the pamphlet now shown to you copied from the popula-

tion volume ?— I have no doubt that is an extract from it.

367. Do you consider the classification to be accurate?—I think it is sufficiently

accurate for all general purposes ; not completely accurate, of course ; but we
may venture to suppose, that if one individual makes an error on one side, another

makes an error on the other side ; and therefore, taking it upon the whole, that it

is sufficiently accurate for general purposes.

368. In the comparative statement of the occupation of families in Great

Britain in the years 1811, 1821 and 1831, it would appear that the proportion of

persons employed in agriculture was in the proportion of 35 per cent, in

1811, of 33 per cent, in 1821, and of 28 per cent, in 1831; is this extra-

ordinary reduction in the apparent amount of persons employed in agricul-

ture, in your opinion, real, or does it arise merely from a difference—from a

different mode—of stating the several classes of the population ?—I conceive it to

arise entirely from a different manner of understanding the inquiry ; and this was

caused by the collateral questions asked at the same time concerning persons

upwards



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. (Brought from the Lords.) 19

upwards of 20 years of age, as is attempted to be explained in the preface /. Rkhnan, Esq.

to the population volume [pp. xi, xii.] at some length.

369. Have you any reason, from any thing known to you, to believe that there °5 February 1836.

is a real diminution of the number of persons employed in agriculture?—Certainly

not ; and I can point out, in corroboration of that opinion, the proportion of per-

sons in trade, which lessened just as much, from 47 per cent, in 1821 to 42 in the

year 1831 ; and 1 conceive, from the same cause, that the agricultural populatioa

has lessened, the surplus being thrown upon the class of " other families."

370. Are clergymen and mechanics differently disposed of in the one calcula-

tion and in the other ?—I cannot answer that question briefly, and must refer to

the before-mentioned preface.

371. You having stated, that in parts of the country purely agricultural those

persons who are not immediately employed in the cultivation of land are set

down either under the head of manufacturers, or of others ; is not, in truth, the

whole of that population employed, if not in the actual cultivation of the land,

still in the manufacture of such instruments of machinery as are necessary to the

cultivation of land, or the supply of such wants as are felt by persons who culti-

vate it ? Taking, for instance, the county of Rutland, which may be said to be
purely agricultural, should not you say that the whole of that population, in

fairness, should be considered as a population devoted to and dependent on
agriculture?—Yes, certainly ; and if the question be put in general terms, I will

endeavour to answer it from a paper to that effect, prepared some years since,

for some purpose which I have now forgotten.

372. In what proportion was the population of Great Britain in the year 1831
absolutely dependent upon agriculture, in the largest sense of the word ; upon the

produce of land ?—For the most satisfactory solution of this question it will be
convenient to rely on the number of males 20 years of age, the per centage
on which number cannot vary materially from that on the number of the fami-

lies, or of the entire population.

Then select the seven following counties, as being unquestionably dependent
on agriculture, their market towns containing no manufacture, commerce, or

other means of extraneous profit or expenditure.

1.
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J. Rickniart, Esq. domestic manufactures of lace in Bucks, and of gloves in Oxfordshire, which
-^ have not been deducted from the agricultural population of those three counties.

25 Febiuaty 1836. Referring, therefore, to the foregoing totals of 12 counties

—

Acrual Agricultural

Agricuhurists. I'opulalion.

Say, If 299,000 produce 523,000, what is the per centage addition ?

If 299,000: 100 :: 523,000 gives 174.

Therefore, add 74 per cent. Males Twenty Vears of age.

il87
075

Total - - - 1,243,057

Say, then, if 100 : 174 :: 1,243,057 gives 2,162,920 directly and indirectly

dependent on agriculture :—and all the males 20 years of age in Great

Britain being in number 3,944,000,—say further, if 3,944,000: 100 :: 2,162,920

gives 55 per cent, on the entire population.

Add to this 55 per cent, a proportion of the persons who do not indeed

cultivate the land, but subsist on income derived from it in the form of rent,

tithe and the like, assuming herein the following approximation :

—

The taxable amount (not the actual amount) of such rental, tithe and the

like, was 44,000,000/. in the year 1814-15 {see Property Tax Account, printed

26th February 1823) ;—and the ?}ow actual amount at least equals the then

taxable amount, although the publication of every deficiency and reduction of

rent, and the non-publication of any increase, has led to much fallacy in com-

paring the rental of 1815 with the present income derived from land. Such
rental, &c., is therefore estimated at ----- £. 44,000,000

Deduct one-fifth (more accurately 19 per cent.), being")

the proportion of all real property occupied by the owner thereof'. g „. „ ^„^
(see Property Tax Account of 1820, p. 97 of Papers printed 26th

|

' '

February 1813), already reckoned as an agricultural occupier j

Remains rental expended by non-agriculturists - - - £. 35,200,000

Suppose, further, each individual in the family of those expending such rental

to create an expenditure of 100/. per annum, and one male of 20 years of

age to be found among four persons; therefore divide 35,200,000/. by 400/.,

and the result is 88,000 such males ; and as the expenditure of such families

is not entirely among the artisans and tradesmen dependent on agriculture, it

cannot produce less than 50 per cent, additional persons on that consideration :
—

and the agricultural population stands thus :
—

Males of 20 years, directly and indirectly employed in agriculture - 2,162,000

Males of 20 years, subsisting on rental of land directly - - 88,000

Males of 20 years, subsisting on rental of land indirectly - - 44,000

Total - - - 2,294,000

And if the total of such males in Great Britain be in number 3,944,000, and

those dependent on agriculture be 2,294,000, the solution of the question at issue

(3,944,000 : 100 : : 2,294,000 gives 58) is, that so 58 per cent, or 3 per

cent, additional to 55 per cent. But this addition of 3 per cent, supposes all

the proprietors of income arising from rent, tithe and the like, to be absentees

from the 12 counties on whicii the first part of the calculation proceeds ; and

in so far as this supposition is unfounded, the additional 3 per cent, disap-

pears, and the population of Great Britain, dependent on agriculture for sub-

sistence, is nearer to 55 than 58 per cent.

373- It



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. (Brought from the Lords..) 21

373. It is the case on many large farms, that instead of cmplo3'ing the villacre '^- Htcliman, Esq.

blacksmith or carpenter, they keep a blacksmith and carpenter of their own to do ~~
~o„g

that work?— It is so on very laroe farms; I have known instances. ^^ *^ "'""^^
' ^ '

374. Yet, according to your table, those would be included as maiuifacturers ?

—I should rather call them artisans or persons employed in handicraft, who are

distinguished from manufacturers in the return of 1831, the manufacturer being

deemed of a higher class ; and upon inquiry, tor accurate definition, the answer

always was, that he only should be so called who did not usually sell to the

immediate consumer. Hence it occurred unavoidably that persons in the same

kind of business might be placed in a different column, according to the extent

of their capital, and the consumption of their commodities in the same town, or

exported for consumption elsewhere.

375. In the population abstract you divide those employed in agriculture into

three classes; be so good as to explain the use and result of such distinction?

—

I deem that question to have been the most successful of any of the new ques-

tions applicable to all males 20 years old ; there being no uncertainty in the

answers, except in the doubtful case of the son of a small occupier working on

the land cultivated by his fatlier ; and the doubt was solved by recommending a

distinction, as whether he did or did not receive wages, or some stated reward in

money, beyond the actual cost of his maintenancp ? If he did not, his father was

not deemed to employ 11 labourer, and was placed, accordingly, in the second class.

This premised, 1 will take the liberty to read a paper prepared yesterday, in

expectation that an explanation of the three agricultural columns might be

required of me be this Committee.

The number of males in Great Britain above 20 years old is 3,945,000, and

of these are employed in agriculture 1,243,000, about 31 per cent., who are

thus divided in classes :

—

1st. Those who employ labourers are - - - 187,000 r per cent "i 15

2d. Those who do not employ labourers - - - 169,000 ifheThLf ^^

3d. Labourers employed by the first class - - 887,000 [ classes. J
'^^

1,21.3,000 100

The younger males in England between 15 and 20 years of age are as 998
in 10,000 ; therefore, add to the above number of labourers in agriculture

(10,000 : 988 : : 887,000) 87,600, and the number becomes 974,000 ; and with a

very small proportion of boys under 15 years of age employed in agriculture (say

36,000 of them) carries the number of agricultural labourers to 1,000,000, and

the three classes of persons employed in agriculture become 14, 13, and 73 per

cent, as compared with each other; all the occupiers to all the labourers, as 27

to 73 per cent. If the labourers be taken at 1,000,000 (as herein proposed),

occupiers of the first class (187,000) employ between five and six labourers

each; more exactly, 10 of them employ 53 labourers. Between the two classes

of occupiers the difierence in proportion appears to be about 14 to 13, or

15 to 14 ; but the variation from this proportion in different counties of England
is not a little remarkable ; in the manufacturing counties of Lancaster and the

West-Riding, the second class (small occupiers) exceeds the first class as nine

or ten to six or seven ; in Derbyshire as four to three ; in Nottinghamshire and
Westmoreland in a small proportion ; in all the other counties the first class

exceeds the second class ; in Essex as five to one ; in Bucks nearly as much ; in

Suffolk and Hertfordshire as four to one ; and the investigation might be carried

further, with some advantage to those who are attentive to the national effect of

such agricultural arrano-ement.

376. Is that taken from the returns of 1831, or later returns?—From the

returns of 1831.

377. How did you get at the materials for that leturn ; did you obtain detailed

returns from every parish ?—Yes, certainly, from every parish ; and every town-
ship or other division of a parish, where such a division exists.

[The Witness is directed to wilhdraic.

464 • c 3 Mr.
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Mr. William Bennett is called in ; and Examined as follows :

Mr. jr. Bennett. 378. YOU are concerned in the cultivation of land f—I am.

379. How long have you been so ?—I was bred and born a farmer ; I have been
25 February 1836. employed on my own account as a farmer ever since the year 1813.

380. In what part of the country do you live ?— I live now in Bedfordshire.

381. How long have you lived in Bedfordshire?—I was bred and born in

Bedfordshire, but I commenced farming in Norfolk in 1813.

382. What quantity of land do you occupy ?—I now occupy about 350 acres.

383. Is that your own, or do you rent it ?—I rent it.

384. Of what does the land consist?—Three hundred acres of it is arable

land.

385. What is the state of the farming interest of those who cultivate arable land

at this time, as far as you know ?—As it regards those upon arable land, I con-

sider it to be in a state of extreme depression, but more especially on the strong

lands.

386. With respect to the strong lands, do you think, by any mode of culti-

vation, however skilful, by any attention to economy, however strict, the tenant

can make it answer at the present prices ?—Most certainly not, at the present

prices.

387. Is it worse now than it was in the year 1833?—Decidedly worse.

388. Prices are lower ?—They are.

389. Are the expeuses of cultivation as high now as they were in 1833 ?—The
expenses of cultivation, as it regards my own farm, vary nothing, except \s. z.

week in the price of labour ; 1 .s. a week to an able-bodied roan is taken off since

1833.

390. What are the wages of labour now?—The wages of day labour now are

8s. a week, but most of our labourers have piece-work ; they earn about 9*. or

10*.

391. Is that price more than is sufficient to support a labourer and his family ?

—O dear no, 1 think not ; the bare expenses of the labourer have not lowered,

except in the article of bread food ; his rent and firing, and so on, are the same.

392. Do you think you shall be able to continue to pay them that rate of wages

if prices continue the same ?—No ; I see no chance of it.

393. Have rents been lowered in your neighbourhood?—I believe, in most

instances, they have been lowered.

304. Has your own been lowered ?—The farm I at present occupy I have

occupied four years, and took under a lease ; that has not been lowered.

395. You took it at the low rent of the times?—I took it on a lease at the

commencement of the year 1832.

396. You took it, of course, at the rent'of that time?—Yes; I hired it, calcu-

lating wheat at 64*. and barley at about 37a\, the average price of 1831 ; indeed

I think wheat was then making 665. per quarter.

397. Will it bear that rent ?—No, it will not.

398. Must there be a considerable deduction from that rent?—Yes; I con-

sider that there is a ditference between the time I hired and the price of wheat

and barley, in wheat and barley alone, nearly to the whole amount of my rental,

and I am prepared to prove it.

399. You say there is a difference in the price of wheat and barley nearly to the

whole amount of your rent?—Yes; upon my farm the difference in the value of

my wheat and barley between the year 1835, which has just ended, and the

year 1831, the year preceding my hiring, will amount to the whole rental of my
land, taking the amount of produce to be the same.

400. Are the Committee to understand that you cannot afford to pay any rent

at all for your wheat and barley land ?--! mean to say, as far as those crops are

concerned, I should be as well off to have paid the rent I contracted for as I

should now to live rent-free ; and I can prove that by figures, in the produce of

my own farm.

401. On wheat and barley land can you afford to pay any rent at all ?—Not
much on land of that quality.

402. What is the quality of your land ?—It is a chalk-bottomed soil.

403. What is the rent ?—About 18 5. an acre rent.

404. Paying tithes?—We are subject to small tithes on a part of the farm,

and free from great tithes altogether; 18 5. 6f/. being clear of tithes.

405. That
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405. That you cannot pay from your agricultural produce ?—No. Mr. W. Bennett.

406. What is to become of your poor if the land should be thrown into

grass ?—Our land would not grass ; it will grow more mutton and wool under 25 February 1836.

present management than if attempted to be laid down to grass.

407. If it could, must the poor be turned adrift ?— Yes ; and I employ gene-
rally from 15 to 20 labourers, men and boys.

408. Your sub-soil is chalk ; what is your surface ?—It partakes of it ; but it

is rather a convertible soil ; it will move easily.

409. Loamy soil ?— It can hardly be considered a loam ; it is a mixed soil.

410. Is it clay?—No.
411. What is the depth of your soil before you come to chalk?—It varies

much ; in some fields seven or eight inches ; some more, and some less.

412. Do you break it up by the plough ?—No ; I do not break up the chalk
generally with the plough.

413. Do you recollect the year 1823 ?—I do.

414. Which is the worst year, 1823 or the present year 1836?—We con-
sidered 1822 worse than 1823.

415. Wheat was the lowest in 1823, was it not?— I think not; it was as low
as 43s. in 1822.

416. Was not it 40*. in 1823 ?—No, not according to the returns ; it began
to advance in 1823.

417. One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two and 1823 were very bad
years?—Yes ; but wheat was not so low, nor any thing like it, in 1823 as in the
last year.

418. In what part of Bedfordshire do you live?—I live at Lucy farm, near
Dunstable.

419. Do you know whether rents about you have been lowered ?— I believe

they have been.

420. To a great extent ?—They have been lowered very materially on the
strong lands. I have five brothers who are farmers, and their rents are all

lower than they were.

421. Though their rents are lower, still can they go on on their present rent?

—No, decidedly not; I know many farmers are sinking; very many I am
acquainted with cannot possibly meet their engagements.

422. Are the farmers in your country, notwithstanding these reductions of
rent, in great distress ?—Yes, they are. I wish to make one exception ; that on
some of the better convertible lands the system that has been adopted of late

years, of feeding sheep and cattle with oil-cake, and corn on the four-course

system of husbandry, which has been adopted on the convertible soils, has so

improved them that the farmers under those circumstances are much better

able to stand the brunt, though they do not get a fair remuneration for their

capital ; but rents have been paid largely from their improvements.

423. Are you better off than you were in 1831 ?— No, by no means.

424. Are you worse ?—Yes.

425. Do you remember the year 1824 ?—In 1824 and 1825 things mended,
and we hoped we were getting into a healthy state.

426. Do you remember the cause ?—We generally attribute it to an issue of

paper. Parliament agreed to issue one pound notes ; for two or three years
money was more plentiful.

427. When money became more plentiful did prices rise? — Yes; the improve-
ment commenced in 1823.

428. When those notes were called in did the prices fall again?—Yes; we
began to get worse again in 1826, very much, and in 1827.

429. Did you ever get better again after that ?—No ;
prices rather improved

up to 1832, about 1830 and 1831 ; but we considered that owing to bad harvests

in some parts of the country.

430. Then the fall returned, and has continued ever since till now ?—Yes.

43 1 . To what do you attribute the present rise ?— I find it very difficult to

account for the present rise ; I have rather thought the circumstance of there
being Committees of both Houses of Parliament agreed to, and the question
of agriculture being to be considered, had some influence upon the markets.

432. Do you know whether there have been any importations from Ireland
this year?— I rather think that the importations from Ireland have been less

this year.

464. c 4 433. You
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Mr. Jr. Etm.ct!.
^2;]. You state goiifrally that the improved agriculture in your neighhour-

~
hood has made farms hear a !>etter reut than they otherwise would hear ?—Yes, I

25 ttbiu;ir> 1S36.
fj^jjjj^ the rent has been paid from the improvements of late.

434. Then it is the fact that there has been a great improvement in agricul-

ture?—An improvement on certain descriptions of land. The farmers have had
to struggle with difficulties, and have looked round to endeavour to live, if pos-

sible. Tliat there has been a great improvement on the convertible land I have

no doubt.

435. The distress of the farmer has forced him to great exertion for the

im])rovement of his land ?—Yes ; those that have the means of doing it.

43(1. Looking to the general extent of your neighbourhood, should you say

that the improvement is considerable within the last four or five years?

—No, certainly not, on the clay lands ; but on convertible soils there is

improvement.

437. Since when should you date that improvement?—Farmers who have

had the means have improved cultivation some years. There was an impetus

given in 1825, when things got a little better; the farmers then found that stock

paid them better, and when attempting to grow mutton and wool they have
almost imperceptibly improved their land.

438. Do you use bone dust in your county?—It is used partially, not much
on light land. I use rape cake.

439. The improvement is progressive up to the present time ?— Not upon the

poor land ; it is retrograding on the poor clay lands.

440. Should you say that that improvement has gone to the extent of

increasing the produce of corn in the district ; is there more corn produced

w ithin the circle with which you are acquainted than there was ?—Upon the

whole there is more.

441. The improved cultivation of the ground has given you an additional

quantity of corn ?— Yes.

442. Have you not, as far as wheat is concerned, also, had very good crops

the last three or four years ?—On some descriptions of land we have ; I do not

consider, however, that the difference in the produce has at all made up to the

farmer any thing like for the difference in price we have had.

443. For how many years back do you consider that you have had a full

average produce of wheat?— I think the harvests of 1833 and 1834 were the

greatest produce of wheat on our land ; they were not wet summc rs, they were

both dry summers, and we always find that they serve for the growth of wheat

;

but I think, though we have more wheat stacks this year, that the produce is

less this last year than either of those two years.

444. The harvest does not yield well r—No ; we do not get near so much out.

445. You are not asked as to the produce of your own or any particular farm
;

but looking round your neighbourhood generally, should you say that the

produce of wheat last year has been under what you would consider an average ?

— I should think about efjual to an average.

446. So that, according to your experience, the last year would be about an

average crop, and the two years preceding rather above an average crop ?

—

Yes ; I would not say greatly above it, but rather above an average crop.

447. Is there a large stock of wheat witli the farmers in the county now ?

—

Not with the farmers ; the poor clay-land farmers liave pretty much sent theirs

to market ; they were obliged to do so ; the great bulk of it has gone to market.

448. Should j'ou say there was less in the farmers' hands now than there was

this time last year, or two years ago ? —I think thefe is rather less.

449. Is your own farm cultivated on what you call the four-coui'se system ?

—

Yes ; I o-row scarcely any corn but wheat and barley ; I jjrefer the four-course

system ; I fallow for turnips ; then we sow barley after turnips, and clover seeds ,-

after that wheat; that piakes the four years.

450. Your seeds are only one year down ?—No.

45 1 . Do not you keep those seeds down two years in the poorer soils ?—No

;

we find that we cannot grow wheat if we do ; the four-course system will do

better than the other ; we are subject to great expenditure for artificial manure

;

I lay out above 100/. a year on manures.

4.52. What stock of sheep do you keep on your farm ?—When we have a

good turnip year (but this year turnips have failed) we keep about 200 breeding

ewes on 300 acres of land.

453. The
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4.'53. The corn you grow is divided oqiially between wheat and barley?—Yes. Mr. W. Dennett.

454. In making up your aecount, c.in you state what the money return for

your farm consists of; in what proportions it consists of barley, wheat, and of 25 February 1836.

stock sold?— No, I have not made that distinct calculation.

455. You have stated the general depreciation of prices which has affected

you; the price of barley is not lower than it was?—It is lower than when I

entered, )jy 7s. a quarter, and indeed more than that; in the year 1831 the

average price of barley was about 37*. llr/. ; that was just at the time I entered

in January 1832 wheat was 665. a quarter; in 1831 the barley was 37*. and
some odd j)ence, and last year's barley j)ays only 305., or barely 30s.

4,56. This is a good year for barley ?—A tolerably good year.

457. Can you state at what you sold j^our own barley those different years ?

—

I have not got that account with me. Many individuals are misled as to the

price of barley now, there is so much difference between the fine kinds of barley

and the common barley ; though there is chevalier barley that makes in the

market a good price, the average of the kingdom is not more than 27 s. 8d. or

28s. ; a fortnight ago it was only 27 s.

458. You are speaking of the average as returned by the inspectors?—Yes;
I believe the average of the county of Bedford was only 28s. a few weeks back,
and it is not much more now.

459. Can you state what you sold your own barley for, the average price r

—

The average price of my own sale this year will be about 32 s. for the bright
barley, for mine is all chevalier barley, the whole of it; but that which is

stained is much lower.

460. Does the chevalier barley produce as good a crop as the common
barley ?—We do not consider that it yields so large ; we get more weight per
bushel, but fewer bushels.

461. You do not recollect how you sold your own barley the year you took to

your farm ?—No, I do not exactly.

462. Do you think you sold it higher than 32s.?—I know it made more
previous to 1832, when I commenced. I am speaking of the calculation that I

as a farmer had a right to act upon in taking to the farm under the last legis-

lative enactment relative to corn ; for the four years preceding wheat made an
average of G-is. 3d. per quarter, and barley an average of 33s. 10c?. per quarter,

for the years 1828, 1829, 1830 and 1831. I take four years. If I take the
price of one year only, the year 1831, admitting that we had the same quantity,

I say there is the difference of the whole rent of my own farm. If I take four
years there is still a ruinous difference.

463. Admitting that the price of wheat is very much lower than when you
took your farm, as far as barley is concerned, the present prices are not prices of

which }-ou would complain as being low ?— I should, inasmuch as they are less

than I calculated on, or had a right to calculate on ; there is a difference of 8s.

a quarter even in barley from 1831 to 1835 inclusive.

464. Do you mean to say that in these times you took your farm on a calcu-

lation of getting 34 s. a quarter for barley?—I cannot conceive that the landlord
and tenant can possibly go upon a fairer scale than taking the price of four

years previous, and taking the present four years it makes a very material
difference to me.

46.5. Do you recollect what you sold your wool for last year ?—I am not sure

whether I can speak with confidence to that.

466. Is not M'ool now nearly double the price it was when you took your
farm ?—No, nothing like double the price it was.

467. What is the price of wool in your neighbourhood now?—Some wool is

worth two guineas per tod.

468. Do you speak of hogget wool ?— I am speaking of regular lots, mixed
lots ; we have not all hogget wool. I was with the greatest wool-buyer in

Bedfordshire on Monday, with a seller of wool, and he offered him no more
than 42s., taking ewes and hoggets together.

469. Of what description of sheep ?—Long-woollcd sheep.

470. Are yours all long wool?— Part long wool, and part short.

471 . How much does a fleece weigh, commouh^, of your own ?—Some of mine
are remarkably light ; they are half-bred Norfolk, rather fine wool ; they make
very little in point of weight ; I have had as many in half breeds as nine to

a toil.

A'^A- » 472. You
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Mr. »
.

Bennett. ^-o. You Say that at present the price given by the wool-staplers in Bedford-

"TT
~ shire is about 425. ?—Yes.

•" 'y ' 3 • ^^72. Do you not remember prices in that county little exceeding one guinea
or 25*.?—Yes, but that is farther back, about the year 1822, when agricultural

pi'oduce was exceedingly depressed.

474. You cannot state the prices of wool, from your own experience, in former
years ?—No, I cannot ; but I have no hesitation in admitting that the price
of wool is something better, and that in that department we have some
relief.

475. Has not the price of wool very considerably increased ?—Yes, it may be
perhaps improved, something like one-third, since the time I entered.

476. As to the price of your lambs ; do you sell them ?—AVe feed part of them
for the London market ; those which do not get fat I keep on and clip.

477. You sell a certain number every year ?—Yes. ,

478. How is the price you get for them now as compared with the period at

which you took your farm ?— I do not think that there is any improvement
since that time ; 1 made quite as good of my fat lambs the first year as I do
now ; I think rather more money.

479. You have nothing to complain of at present as to the price of stock, and
as to the price of wool you are better off than you were ; are the Committee to

understand that the whole of your complaint applies to the present price of
wheat ?—No ; I consider that it applies to all grain ; that all corn is lower than
we can afford to grow it at, at the present rent and burthens which we have to

sustain.

480. Do you grow any beans?—I do not myself; there are a good many
grown in Bedfordshire.

481. Are they now selling dearer or cheaper than formerly ?—I believe there
is not much diil'erence; the best beans will bring As. Qd. a bushel.

482. Is not that a high price ?—No, certainly not.

483. Is it not a high price compared with three or four years back?—No,
I think not ; but it is easily to be accounted for, beans making a better

price than common this year ; from the great failure of turnips, farmers are

confined to beans ; we have no other means of keeping the sheep, in many
instances.

484. Are there beans in Bedfordshire selling at what are considered a high
price ?—I do not consider it a high price at all.

485. And you think not high as compared with three or four years back ? -

I think not.

486. But not at prices which, applying merely to the article of beans, the

farmer would complain of?—I think they are not remunerating prices,

decidedly not ; that is my conviction. They grow on strong land, land that is

most heavy in the tillage, particularly so. I have been a strong-land farmer 12
years, though I am not now.

487. How are you as to poor-rates in your parish ?— In the poor-rates in my
parish, I think there is a very trifling difl'erence ; the new Poor Law has just

come into operation, and, if any thing, they will be a trifle lower this year

Whether that is to be attributed to the Poor Law, or to the great bulk of straw

that was grown this year requiring more threshers a great deal, or to the con-

venience of getting labour on the railroad, I cannot say ; an immense number
of our labourers are employed on the railway. I think the rates will be some-

what lower.

488. Generally speaking, your agricultural labourers have more easily foimd

employment this year than last?—Yes, they have, within the last 12 months,

since the railway has been preparing through Buckinghamshire.

489. Can you state what your rates were?—My rates vary so much; my
farm is situate in three parishes : one a pretty good parish, the parish of Luton

;

another in the parish of Toddington, a very heavy parish; and another, the

parish of Houghton Regis, rather a bad parish than not.

490. Is there an improvement as to rates in all those parishes within the

last year?— I am hardly prepared to answer that ; I think there is improvement
in general ; perhaps some little improvement in all of them.

491. Your wages, you state, are reduced about a shilling a week?—Yes.

492. How many men do you employ, on an average ?—Labour is a very heavy
outgoing
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outgoing on my farm, and manure also ; we have from 15 to 20 men and boys, Mr. W. Bennett.

on an average.

493. That makes from 15*. to 20a-. a week difference in wages?—No; for it '^5 February 1836.

will be fair to calculate only 6 d. on the boys ; it will make a diflerence, perhaps,

of about 12 s. 6d. per week ; that is about the saving in point of wages.

494. Is there a comi)etition for farms ?—Yes, I confess there has been, and
still is, some competition for good farms.

495. As a farmer, how do you account for that?— I account for it because

we increase, as well as all other classes of the community. It is well known that

the education and habits of farmers are generally such, they are not disposed,

and in many instances not fit, to go into other engagements in life for employ-

ment ; then it becomes a question with them whether they shall hire a farm,

under the hope of better times, or emigrate to a foreign land.

496. What would you consider a remunerating price, under the present rates^

taxes and rents ?—I think that, under the present burthens that more par-

ticularly press upon the land, wheat ought, on an average, not to be under
8s. a bushel, or 64$. a quarter, and barley not under 5s. a bushel, or 40s. a

quarter.

497. You say under the present burthens ; what are the burthens which you
consider press particularly on the agricultural interest ?—As regards the local

burthens, I consider that the assessment to the poor-rates is exceedingly unfair
;

it presses very much upon the land, from the inequality of it ; in my own parish

I can prove there are gentlemen that return from 30,000 Z. to 40,000 Z. a year in

manufactures that do not pay lialf so much to the poor-rates as I do on little more
than 300 acres of laud.

498. Their stock in trade is not assessed?—No.

499. Do you mean manufactures within your parish ?—Yes.

500. You say there is not so much corn now in the farmers' hands ; do you
consider that they have been obliged to part with it ?—Yes.

501. What has obliged them to part with it?—I believe poverty has compelled
the needy farmers, those that are the most distressed of them.

502. Has not that affected the prices in the market, their being obliged to

force the corn on the market, from their distress ?—I have no doubt of that.

503. You have had some relief from wool, and also from the price of

stock ; can you account for the price of wool getting up or keeping up, and also

the price of stock ; is it from a permanent or a temporary cause ?—-I find a diffi-

culty in accounting for the improvement in the price of wool, except from
the rot in sheep. As regards stock, I do not think there has been any
improvement.

504. Has there not been a great rise in sheep?—There was last year, but

they were lower in the autumn.

505. Would that account for the improvement in the price of wool ?—It will,

perhaps, in some measure.

506. When the stock of sheep gets upon the land, will not that be improved?
—It will, no doubt, in some measure.

507. You have said that lately there have not been many poor out of

employment, and that, you say, is accounted for by the railroads ; does that

affect all the parishes of which you have spoken ?—More or less it affects the

whole county.

508. How were your poor employed before these railroads began ?—In many
parishes we had 50 or 60 labourers out of work ; in some I have known more
than that.

509. Were you relieved from this pressure on the poor-rate till the railroads

began ?—Not materially, at all.

5 1 0. Then, of course, there is reason to presume that when the railroads are

finished or given up, there will be the same pressure again ?— I should say so,

unless the poor are employed in other parts of the country, or agriculture is more
prosperous.

511. Have you any flax or hemp in your neighbourhood?—No.
512. Your land is not strong enough for them?—No.

513. What, in your opinion, would be the eflf'ect of a repeal or diminution of

the malt tax '!—I think the total repeal of it would be a very essential benefit to

the agriculturists.

4^H- D 2 514. Do
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Mr. rr. Bcrtjictt. 5 '4- Df* you think the benefit would extend beyond the farmers tliat merely
grow barley ?—^Yes ; I think tlie wheat farmers would receive an equal benefit

25 February 1836. by giving a stimulus to the growth of barley on barley land ; that would
lessen the quantity of wheat grown ; and I think the repeal of the malt tax

would benefit the unkind barley lands more than the very fine barley lands.

515. Are you acquainted with the chevalier barley ?— Yes.

516. That will grow on any land?— It will grow a better quality on all

lands.

517. Can that be used for purposes of malting ?—Yes ; it makes the very best

malt.

518. Do you think with this chevalier barley a sufficient quantity of barley

might be obtained in this country for making any quantity of malt it may be
desirable to make ?—Yes, I have no doubt of that. I conceive the clay lands,

wherever they drain tliem, and grow tares iqion them for sheep in the sum-
mer season, that land will be so porous it would grow barley that would
make good beer, and for all useful purposes, but not the fine quality to bear a
tax.

519. With respect to the chevalier barley there has not been sufficient time

to try it whether it will fail in a wet season ?—It is supposed it will germinate

sooner, and of course will be more difficult to harvest.

520. You say 3'ou do not grow any flax or hemp in your county; if that w^as

increased in the counties where it could be grown, would you not consider that

that would relieve agriculture by taking oft" some of the land now used for wlieat?

— I am not sufficiently versed in that to speak to that question. On tlie subject

of malt there is one observation I would beg to make, which is not generally

taken into the calculation, and that is, as to the relief that farmers would derive

from the repeal of tlie tax, that the consumption of malt for their cattle would
be of incalculable benefit ; I have no doubt it is the most fattening of any food

we can give to cattle.

521. If you could have it without duty?—Yes; I conceive that would
render the importation of oil-cake quite unnecessary ; I should never think of

spending money in oil-cake if I could have the benefit of making malt without

duty.

522. What do you consider the present average of beans in Bedfordshire?—

I

should say not above 4s. 3d.

523. Are you aware that in the year 1832 the average price of barley was
33s. id.?—Yes, it might be, but it will be impossible for us to calculate upon
what it was in any particular year; I speak of what it was in the year 1831 ; it

will appear that in 1831, even the last week of 1831, or the first week in 1832,

when I hired my farm, it was higher.

524. Is it not true that in the years 1828, 1829 and 1830 the price of barley

was under 33s. ; in 1828 it was 32s. lOd., in 1829, 32s. 6d., in 1830, 32s. Id.,

although in 1831 it was 38s. ; should you have thought, as an agent managing

a farm, that vou should take the price in 1831 without reference to its having

been so much lower in the three years preceding ?—No, I consider it was fair to

take the average of four years from the time of the Duke of Wellington's Corn

Bill, the last Corn Bill, and I made my calculations accordingly in taking my
farm; something like 33s. a quarter, or rather above that, was the average of

the kingdom.

525. Upon the whole, are the present prices of barley, prices of which the

farmer has a reason to complain ?—Not so much as wheat, but still barley is not

at a remunerating price ; the last two years in our part of the country we were

exceedingly dried up ; the barley was a very bad crop ; I mean the harvest of 1833

and 1834. I consider the present price to have been in consequence of the

deficiency the two last years.

526. Supposing you had known the present price of barley this year, would

that have deterred you from taking your lease upon the terms you took it ? I

certainly could not aftbrd to have given so much money for it, according to the

present jirice of barley.

.1^27. Therefore when you took your farm you anticipated a better price for

barley than it at present brings ?—Yes.

528. Is not the wlieat crop, generally considered, that to which the farmer most

looks ?— Yes ; that is the staple article of the farmer, but more especially so upon

clay-land farms.

529. If
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529. Ifwlieatis dcprcssod to tho oxtcnt it is now, will p^nod crops of other Mr. IV. Bennett.

descriptions of corn make that up to the farmer ?—No ; hut wo have nothing

else to make it up. 25 February 1836.

,530. What are the manufactures in your neighhourliood ?—Straw-plait ; no
other.

531. Do they employ many hands ?— They employ a great many women
;

it has been very beneficial to the poor in our nciglibourhood, all the southern

side of Bedfordshire.

,';32. Is the manufacture lial)le to much fluctuation in its employment of

labour?—The farmers do not feel that so much ; the poor themselves feel it most,

because it is women and cliildren, and not agricultural labourers, who are

emploj^ed in it.

533. Do the)' do it to the extent of injuring your rates ?—Yes ; whenever the

trade is bad in the plait business it affects our poor-rates decidedly.

534. In fact, the land is obliged to support the labour thrown back upon it by
the manufacturer ?—Almost entirely so.

.535 •
^"0^1 ^fii*^l there were a great many labourers now employed on the rail-

road ; have you reason to know what price they get for being so employed
on the rail road ?— I should think they vary fi'om about 2 s. 3d. to 2 s. 6 d. a

5^6. Yet a labourer employed in agriculture has only 8 s. a week ?—No ; but

the railroad labourers have great outgoings out of those wages for beer and other

expenses ; it would not answer their purpose to go from home if they could not

get more than agricultural wages ; and when I speak of 8 s., it is the regular

day's pay in most parts of the country; but a great deal is done by piece-work,

and the men earn about 10 s.

537. When the railroads no longer employ those people, they will fall back, of

course, on the parishes ?—Yes.

538. Then if it remains the case, unfortunately, that the farmers cannot

employ them, they will fall back upon the parishes, and increase the poor'-rates ?

—Of course they will.

539. Can you state why the price of wheat suffered so much more depression

than that of any other corn?— I think it is to be accounted for partly from this,

that there have been two or three full j-ears of wheat, and that the barley were
not full years the two last years ; I think that makes the difference ; there has

been a greater demand for barley than wheat ; upon that ground the stock of malt

was cleared, while there was a quantity of wheat on hand.

540. You attribute the high price of barley at present to the deficiency in the

crop ?—I do not call the price of 28 s. (the present average price) at all a

high price; it would be reckoned low but for the extreme depression of wheat.

541. Is there no other circumstance to which you can attribute the fall in the

price of wheat ; nothing affecting the consumption of the poor, the use of pota-

toes, for instance ?—Yes ; I believe the growth of potatoes has increased very

considerably, and that that has, imperceptibly, lessened the consumption of wheat.

542. May it have affected the price ?—Yes, in some measure.

543. Has it affected it to any great extent, in your opinion ?—I do not know
that ; the manufacturers have been in very good circumstances ; they consume a

great deal of meat, and when they consume a great deal of meat they consume
less bread ; that is invariably the case.

.544. That may tend to keep up the price of meat ?—Yes ; but the present

advance is more to be attributed to the failure of the turnip crop.

,54,5. Has the allotment system prevailed among you?—Yes; I have felt a

great interest in that some j'ears ; I lived for 12 years under the late Mr. Foster,

of Brickhill, who was a very worthy gentleman, and felt a great interest in the

welfare of the poor. I let part of my farm out in cottage allotments to the poor,

and it benefited them, I have no doubt ; but while the Poor Law was in operation

we could get no benefit in the parochial rate, for if we took any thing off from

their parochial allowances, they would turn round and say, " It is no use my
cultivating my garden if it is to be taken off in another shape ;" but, I think,

under the new system, it is most desirable that poor people should everywhere
have a good extensive garden.

546. In your opinion, has not the system of increasing the cottage garden a

tendency to throw the agricultural labourer more on his garden produce for his

food, and less on the consumption of bread ?—Some little.

464, D 3 547- You
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Mr. IF. Binnctt. 547- You do not think to a great extent?—No, I think not.

54iS. Is not the })nce of bread much higher than it ought to be, according to

25 February 1836. the price of corn ?—We have tliought it so.

549. Can you account for that?—In many instances the poor have paid the

bakers so badly, they have been obliged to charge a high price for their loss in

debts where they have given them credit.

550. Is there much fuel in Bedfordshire ?—No; fuel is an expensive article in

the upper part of Bedfordshire.

551. Have you been in the habit of selling to- your labourers corn for their

own consumption ?— It is not a general habit ; we occasionally do it; we find,

unfortunately, so many of the labourers who have got a debt standing at the

bakers, that many of them cannot very well leave their old shops.

552. Is it the baker or the miller they are more indebted to?—More to the

bakers than the millers.

[The Witness is directed to loithdraio.

Mr. John Thomas Twynam is called in ; and Examined as follows

:

Mr. J. T. Twynam. ^^g, WHERE do you live ?—At Whitchurch, in Hampshire.
~~^^"^

554. Are you a farmer or a steward ?—I am a farmer.

555. Are you steward for any one ?—No.

556. What quantity of land do you occupy ?—About 800 acres.

557. Is that your own, or do you rent it?—Partly my own, and part I rent.

558. What proportion do you rent?—About 600 acres are my own; 200 acres

I rent.

559. How long have you been a farmer? — On my own account, about 10
years.

560. What situation were you in l^efore ?—With my father, who had been a
farmer for years previously to those 10 years.

561. You have been yourself in the farming business all your life?—I have
been bred to it ever since I left school.

562. What is the state of agriculture in that part of Hampshire?—It is dis-

tressed in some parts, but more in some parts than others.

563. What parts are particularly distressed ?—The clayey soils and the land,

I should observe, that is peculiarly adapted for the growth of wheat, more than

the others.

564. That is the strong clays ?—Yes.

565. You say it is peculiarly distressed ; have not rents been lowered in your
neighbourhood ? —Not permanently; there have been reductions at different rental

days, but they have merely been acts of charity ; they are merely gratuitous

reductions, and have been invariably put on when wheat has risen ; there have
been reductions this year to a greater amount than previously. The greatest

reduction has amounted to 15 per cent, at one time, upon the half year's

rental.

566. Have other reductions been made upon that again, so as to bring it still

lower ?—No.

567. The whole reduction has been 15 per cent. ?—Yes.

568. With that reduction, in your opinion, can the farmer go on to cultivate

his land ?—I do not believe he can, even in Hampshire ; and I am willing to

confess that Hampshire is a favoured county.

569. You think the situation of the farmer in Hampshire better than it is in

other places ?—Yes, I do ; in our part of Hampshire particularly^.

570. That is no great distance from Andover?— No.

571. You consider that it is more favourable to the farmer than in other

parts of Hampshire ?—No, not than other parts of Hampshire, but other parts

of England.

572. In your former answer do you refer to the prices of wheat, or of corn

generally ?—I confine myself to wheat ; I think if wheat bore a remunerating

price, all other produce would be satisfactory.

573. Are the prices of other articles sufficient to compensate the farmer for

his loss on the price of wheat?—No.

574. In what state are the poor?—They are generally in employ.

575. Have they been so continually?—Since the year 1831.

576. Were they in employ before 1831 ?—No, not so generally employed.

577- To
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,577. To what do you attribute their being hotter employed since 1831, than ^it.J.T.Tiuynam.
before that?—One thousand ei<>lit hundred and thirty was the time of the riots.

We came to an arrangement witli tlie hibourers in our neighbourhoou, without 25 February 1836.

any ditficuhy ; then, when we found tliat the great cause of disturl)ance was
the want of employ, we agreed voluntarily among ourselves to take each so

many of the surplus labourers, and by that we set all to work who had nothing
to do.

578. Had the riots been occasioned bymen being out of employ ?—I fancied at

that time that that was the case.

579. Had you rick-burnings in your neighbourhood ?—Yes, we had a con-

siderable number of fires.

580. Did the rick-burnings and riots cease on the men being well employed ?

—Yes.

581. Can you aftbrd, according to the present prices, to employ your labour-

ers and pay them the same wages you are now paying?—We make it our first

object to pay them the amount we think them entitled to, to ensure them neces-

saries and comforts ; but, certainly, we cannot aft'ord to pay our rents or tithes

and our labour at the present price for the produce of our farms.

582. How much must your rent be reduced to enable you to pay the labour-

ers?—That is a question I scarcely can answer, perhaps, properly. Wheat being
now 9Z. a load, we calculate in Hampshire a remunerating price would be ISZ.,

or COs. a quarter. I do not think wheat can be cultivated, even in Hampshire,
under 15Z. a load.

583. Not at the present wages?—No.

584. What proportion do the wages on your farm bear to the rent ?—Nearly
equal.

585. Suppose you pay a pound an acre rent, you think the labour employed
to cultivate that acre would cost about another pound ?—Yes, as near as

possible.

586. How is the price of stock ?—The price of stock is good.

587. How do you account for the price of stock being good, while the price

of wheat is so low ?—I attribute it entirely to the demand.
5S8. By what has that demand been occasioned?—By the greater consump-

tion going on, in my opinion, in the kingdom, on account of the manufacturing
prosperit3\ I consider that the manufacturing labourer, from the great wages
he is now receiving in proportion to the agricultural labourer, is enabled to con-

sume more than double the quantity of provisions.

589. He eats more meat, and of course less bread ?—Yes.

590. Is that equally advantageous to the farmer?—It would be ; but for that

prosperity we should be worse otf than w"e are now.

591. Supposing that prosperity to continue, will that enable you to employ
the labourer ?— No, unless the stock they consume should be raised still higher.

592. Do you employ as many labourers about a stock farm as you would about
a farm that produces corn?—Not quite so great a proportion, certainly.

593. If the price of wheat is so diminished that the farmer cannot grow wheat,

but may remunerate himself by selling his stock at a fair price, still that will

affect the state of the poor?—Yes.

594. Do you know any thing further which you can state to the Committee,
which will communicate any useful information on the subject of this inquiry?

—I have taken the liberty to put a few ideas of my own on paper, thinking

the question would be put to me, what I considered to be the chief causes of

agricultural distress. If I am asked what I considered the occasion of the

depressed price of wheat, I should refer to the imports for the five years

beginning with 1822 and ending with 1826, both inclusive, and to the imports

for the five years beginning with 1827 and ending with 1831, in which I

include the general imports from abroad and from the colonies and from
Ireland. The increase of general imports during the last five years over the

imports for the preceding five years are 11,998,246 quarters, two-thirds of which
will be found of wheat, taking from 1826 to 1831.

595. From whence do you take that?—From the "Farmers' Magazine."

596. That includes the whole import from the foreign colonies, the channel

islands, and Ireland ?—Yes.

597. What do you make the amount of imports the previous five years?—The
first five years, 12,219,209; the second five years, 24,217,455; which two

464. D 4 periods
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Mr. J. T. Twynam. periods will make an annual increase of 2,399,049. I go on documents I have

read in the books, which ought to be authentic, and I believe generally are. By
25 February 1836. a reference to the monthly returns of the arrivals of wjicat and flour in Mark-lane

it will be found that the produce of wheat in England is also very much increased

during the last five vears, more particularly in the counties of Cambridge, Lin-

coln, and the northern counties; I have not the document to show how much,

but I recollect that the increase in the arrivals at Mark-lane is immense. I con-

sider that the produce of the kingdom generally will be found to l)e greatly

increased during the same period.

508. \Aniat do you mean by the kingdom generally ?—England and Ireland
;

and the whole extra supply derived from importations and home growth will be

found for the last five vears to exceed that of the first five years by two-fifths

annually more than the supply amounted to in the previous five years.

5QQ. "How do you proceed after 1831 ?—The accounts are not made up after

1833^
600. The quantity taken altogether of home growth and of importations is

more than the kingdom consumes in the year?—No, not on the annual consump-

tion ; but I believe the annual consumption is generally estimated at twelve

millions in England, so that it would not amount annually to twelve months'

consumption.

601. Does what you estimate the produce of the kingdom, and the importa-

tions, exceed the home consumption ?—Yes, by two-fifths.

602. "Will an excess of two-fifths account for the depressed state of the market ?

—I should think that, to a certain extent, on every principle of reason, it will.

603. Do YOU often frequent the markets yourself?— I attend weekh' ; some-

times twice a week.

604. When there is more corn in the market than you think the corn-buyers

in your neighbourhood will require, does not corn fall ?—Yes, certainly.

605. You are bidding against each other, who can get rid of his corn first r

—

Yes ; the more is supplied the more rapidly it falls.

606. Would a little increased quantity more than the demand, if it is continued

for several weeks, depress the market in an increased ratio ?—Yes ; because the

dealers' minds are operated on by the conviction that there is a great deal to come;

or, in the absence of that, that there is none to come.

607. Does not it operate also on the seller, being desirous to get rid of it ?

—Yes.

608. What is the state of the farmers in your neighbourhood?— I consider

their capital very much diminished within the last 15 years.

609. Can you give any opinion what the effect of the state of the farmers'

capital is upon the markets ; are they obliged to bring their corn to market

sooner, in consequence of distress ?—That is generally the case in Hampshire; I

should say the case of four-fifths of them.

610. They are obliged to bring their corn to a falling market ?—Yes; the)' are

obliged to realize the money by selling it.

611. Cannot they get accommodation from the country banks r—I think they

have got to the extent they can ; there may be some capital left, but it is so far

depressed that the whole security they have to give for monej' is given already.

I think that a great deal of business is now carried on in borrowed capital.

612. That you consider a cause of the depression of the prices ?—Not entirely

;

that assists in keeping the prices down.

613. Of course, if the farmer were in a condition to keep it back till he should

think it prudent to sell, the prices would be more equipoised?—Yes; but then

the knowledge that there is a certain quantity of wlieat in the country, over and

above the annual consumption, will keep the people who buy wheat from buying

any large quantity.

614. Do the corn-factors speculate in English corn now?—Within the last

fortnight or three weeks they have done so, but before they did not at all.

615. Do you know what corn they speculate in?—Wheat chiefl}'.

6 1 6. AVhat country com ?—The speculation appears now to be directed towards

English wheat.

617. What has it been the last two or three years?— I do not think they have

speculated much in foreign corn since 1833.

618. Then they have not speculated at all?—I cannot give an opinion upon

that.

619. Cannot
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619. Cannot you give an opinion upon it from wiiat you have scon pass in tlic Mr. J. T. 'rmynum.

market ? — I have not seen a disposition to speculate till of late.

620. Before this time, when have you observed it lately; how lately have 25 February 1836.

you observed any disposition to speculate in English corn ?—1 have not observed

it till these two years, and then not to any great extent.

621. Must it not be an injury to the English farmer?—Yes; I think the

absence of speculation is.

622. Your poor are well employed?—Yes; they have been well employed
since 1830. As another cause of the depreciation of wheat, I consider the very

great increase in the culture of the potato. In the parish where I reside there

is a po])ulation of about 1,500 souls; within my memory, perhaps 16 or 17
years, the quantity of ground then planted in that parish might have been
about three acres, the produce of which might have been about 300 sacks

;

during the last three or four years the average quantity of ground planted has
been about 20 acres ; upon the same ratio of calculation the produce has been
2,000 sacks.

623. Do you think that potatoes are consumed there, or sent to market?—

A

great many are consumed there ; but a great qvuantity of them are made up in

bread mixed with wheat flour, as I believe is almost invariably the custom in

all the bakers' shops, except those years in which potatoes are scarce, and it is

not worth their while to do it.

624. Generally speaking, do not the people eat more wheaten bread now than
they did formerly ?—No, I think not, especially in the counties where the allot-

ment system has been introduced ; and that I consider as one cause for reducing
the price of wheat ; though it has been very beneficial to the labourer, it

certainly has had an eflect in reducing the price of wheat, in my opinion.

625. Is there any thing else which it occurs to you to stater—No further than
that I think the first great blow we received Mas on the change of currency, if

we may judge from ett'ects; the first we felt of it was in 1822, from which we
have never recovered ; all I judge from is the consequences; our produce fell,

from 1819 to 1822, 100 per cent, suddenly.

626. Did it rise afterwards ?— After two years, or not quite so much,
there was a trifling improvement ; but it never attained to the height it was
previousl}'.

627. When was that improvement?—In the latter end of 1823.

628. Did it fall oflf again ?—There has been a falling off', but I cannot charge
my memory to the date.

629. Has it ever got up since that?—No ; it has been gradually getting down
since the year 1831.

630. It is your opinion that something which took place respecting the cur-

rency in the year 1822 is at the foundation of the difficulties which the farmers
experience?—I conceive it is, that so great a shock was then experienced by
the agriculturists, they have never recovered it, by the sudden fall of their

commodities, equal to 100 per cent, in the three years.

631. Does that arise merely from the fact that, looking about you, you can
assign no other reasonable cause, and therefore you conclude it must come from
the currency ; or can you point out to the Committee in what way you conceive

the currency has operated in that way ?—The way in which I conceive of it,

speaking in general terms, was this, the withdrawal from the market of a vast

deal of money in paper, which paper enabled, during previous 3rears, speculators

to come into the market, and there was consequently a demand, but this great

amount of money being withdrawn, the means by which the speculators carried

on their business was taken away, and the demand was aff'ected by that.

632. Are the Committee to understand that you do not ascribe this difficulty

which the alteration of the currency brought upon you to the standard of cur-

rency, but that you attribute it to the fact of country bankers having their small

notes drawn in ?— I attribute it to the withdrawal of a vast deal of circulation,

in consequence of which the means of purchasing were withdrawn from the

people who bought our corn.

633. You think that began to show itself in the year 1822 ?— It showed itself

very decidedly then, not only in wheat but in every article of farm produce.

634. One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two and 1823 were bad years?
—One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two and the early part of 1823 ;

there was a slight improvement in the latter part of the year 1823.

4*'4- H
'

635. Are
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I^lr J. T. Txvmam. 635. Are you aware that from 1823 iip to 1832 the prices were rather hig;h;

tliat they were ahove that whicli you yourself name as being; wliat you call a
25 February 1836. reniunerating price for wheat, namely, 15/. a load?—During- that period they

were ; but it must be recollected that most of the farmers had leases existing at

that time, which were taken at tlie close of the war, when the Corn Bill was
passed ; but that is almost beyond my recollection. I tliink there was a Corn
Bill passed in 1815, whicli guaranteed that no importation of wheat should take

place unless our prices exceeded 80 .s. a quarter ; so that if the wheat did rise

to 15 /. a load after the shock of 1822, and the great loss then experienced, the
low price compared with our rents was the cause of a vast deal of capital being
anniliilated.

C^-;^6. Do you suppose that tlie rate at which you took your farms gave any
guarantee of Parliament, or any promise of price, or had any effect on the

market price of corn ?—We have taken many leases on the faith of Parliament,

as we did in 1815 and 1816, on the faith of the Act which passed at that time,

and whicli we had reason to suppose would be final.

637. From 1825 to 1832, a period of seven years, we have had what you call

remunerating prices, under a system of restricted issues ; how do you account
for tlie opinion you give, that the alteration of prices is owing to the state of

the currency ?—I believe I observed, in the first place, it was a very great

shock we experienced in 1822, and which caused great difliculties. I do not

think I intimated that prices did not recover in some measure without saying

tliat a temporary issue of notes, which I think was four millions, had not some
effect ; but I admit that prices did after a time rally, and that the farmer was
somewliat relieved ; but it must be taken into consideration that in the period

from 1825 to 1832, namely, in 1828, we had one of the most deficient harvests

experienced since 1817.

638. In what year, according to your notion of the operation of the currency

upon your prices, do you consider that operation to have ceased ; in what year

did the effect of the circulation of small notes to which 3'ou have referred cease?

—The effect of the alteration of the currency has not ceased.

639. Do you mean to say you are now under the operation of the existence

of small notes ?—No.
G40. You state that the withdrawal of the small notes has been partly the

cause of the distress ?—It has been the cause of diminishing, or rather annihi-

lating, a great cpiantity of agricultural capital.

641. When were those withdrawn in your district?—In 1822.

C42. Have they ever re-appeared in your district?—No.

643. You have had none of those small notes since 1822 ?— I do not think in

Andover we have had any small notes out.

C44. Do you mean country bank notes or Bank of England notes?—Country
bank notes ; I have seen Bank of England notes very often since that.

645. In your district, Whitchurch, those country bank notes ceased to circu-

late about the year 1822 ? —Yes.
646. If from 1822 to 1832 you have had, upon the average, good remunerating

prices for wheat, how do you reconcile that fact with the opinion that the

depressed state of agriculture is owing to the cessation of the circulation ?—To this

I must beg to be understood, when I allude to 15Z. as being a remunerating

price, to apply that to all contracts entered into since 1822; not to the con-

tracts entered into before 1822.

647. The contracts entered into can have no effect upon the price of wheat,

can they ; whether you have taken your farm at one price or another, can have

no effect upon the price of produce ?—So far as regards a remunerating price, if

I took my farm previously to 1822 at a great deal higher rent than I should

now give, 1 /. is not a remunerating price to me.

(348. May it not affect the cpiestion whether the price you get is a remune-

rating price, though it may not affect the question what that price shall be?

—

No; but I was asked how I could account for 15/. not being now a remunerat-

ing price, admitting that 15/. was a remunerating price at that period.

649. The question is, if from 1822 to 1832 prices have been by the returns

above 6O5. or 15/. a load, is not that a proof that the state of the currency of

the country has not prevented a fair remunerating price for wheat during that

period ?— I think one great thing to be taken into consideration is the year 1828,

in which we sold wheat, solely owing to the deficient harvests, at from 20/. to

25/.
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25/. a load ; I think the average was 6Gs., and in Hampshire our produce did Mr. /. T. 'Juynum.

not exceed three-fiftlis of the average. ——
650. Would not that bring you to this conclusion, that tlie price of wheat was 25 I'ebruary 1836-

governed in that year by the fact of a deficient harvest, and that your price ofwheat
is now governed by two or three; years of abundant harvest?—To a great extent;

for in the year 1828 the harvest was worse than in 1815, 1816, or 1817, or any
year previous to the change; of the currency ; and, l)ut for that change, instead

of (i6s. a quarter it would have averaged pcrha[)S lOO.s., or more than that.

651. Does not your notion of the operation of the currency relate to the

farmer when he comes into the market finding a less facility for obtaining

money for what he sells ?—Finding less buyers ; that is, less means of buying.

652. Supposing that to be the ert'ect of something which has taken place in the

currency, how do you account for the circumstance that barley, that beans, that

sheep stock, that wool and oats, in fact all other produce 0^ the farm, should sell at

what you admit to be reasonable prices, and that the wheat alone should be

affected; if the cause be something connected with the currency, would not that

cause affect every article of produce in the same manner ?—I do not wish to be

understood as attributing the whole effect to the currency, but a part; I believe

I began by stating my opinion that a great deal is attributable to the quantity

that came in; but I consider that barley, wool, sheep, beans and oats, for which
there has been a much greater demand than for wheat, would have partaken of

a still greater rise had Sir Robert Peel's Bill not been passed. I cannot help

thinking that the currency has in a great measure affected it.

653. This detrimental effect of the currency has not gone the length of giv-

ing unremunerating prices for any article but wheat?—Wheat chiefly.

654. The currency will certainly equally affect all articles, unless there is

some countervailing cause ?—Yes.

6,55. Was there any countervailing cause which prevented the currency
depressing the prices of other articles, though it did depress the price of wheat?
—It did lor a time ; they were all depressed for a certain time.

656. You have been asked about the year 1822 ; what was the price of wheat
that year?—I speak from Hampshire prices ; it was from 28*. to 36*. a quarter.

657. Was that a remunerating price?—By no means.

658. That was the year when the country one-pound notes were called in ?

—

Yes. Perhaps I should observe, we had some of the produce of the previous

harvest left, which was not of so good a quality ; but I think the average of 1822
was not above 36*.

659. You are speaking of the average of your own market?—Within the

circuit of 15 or 20 miles round.

660. You say that wheat in that year was only 36 s. ; when did it rise again ?

—I cannot speak to the exact time, but I think at the end of 1823.

661. There were no country bank notes out then ?— None whatever.

662. Was there a great plenty of money in the market at that time ?— I can-

not speak to that decidedly.

663. Though there were no country bank notes out, were not there one and
two pound Bank of England notes out till 1829 ?—^To the best of my recollec-

tion there were.

664. Since those have been withdrawn have the prices recovered ?— I think

it will appear that they have gradually gone down from that time.

665. Another circumstance which, in your opinion, has operated to produce

the present very low prices, has been the increased importations from foreign

countries and from Ireland, of which you have given your idea of the quanti-

ties ; are you aware of the great importations of wheat from abroad in the years

1829, 1830 and 1831 ?—Yes.

666. And that since that the quantities have been very inconsiderable ?—Yes,

I am aware of that.

667. As the foreign importations ended in 1831, and we are now in the year

1836, should you, reconsidering that subject, ascribe the present low prices to

the effect of any considerable foreign importation, leaving out Ireland ?—Yes

;

so far as this, that the country was then filled with a quantity of wheat, which
has been dealt out to our markets as it suited the convenience of purchasers ; we
have in the mean time reaped three abundant harvests, the vast proportion of

which would have been required for immediate consumption but for that wheat
which came in in 1829, 1830 and 1831.

464. E 2 668. Are
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:Mr. J. T. Tivymm. GCiS. Are you not aware that tlio importation takes place in bond, and it is

not taken out for consumption until it is actually wanted for consumption ?

—

25 February J836. Yes; but Still I submit that the question is, whether it has been taken out for

consumption or not.

6t)i^. If it should turn out that since 1831 no considerable portion has been
taken out for consumption, should you not from that infer that the foreign

supply has not been the main cause of the depression of tlie present prices of

wheat?— If any material quantity has been taken out since 1830, taking the two
years, not just one vear.

670. In 1831, there was a million and a half?—I think the better way of

getting at the facts, would be to take out the whole quantity taken out in the

three years when the large importations arrived ; I think we have had an ample
sufficienc}' of wheat since that, and a superabundance in 1833, 1834 and 1835,
from our own growth.

671. Supposing that we have had a superabundance of our own growth in

those years, would not that sufficiently account for the prices?— I think not.

Supposing that a great part of this foreign wheat was brought into the English
market by degrees during that time, for a great deal of that might have con-
stituted the superabundance, for that would have been consumed but for the
foreign wheat which is now left over ; if the foreign wheat had not been con-
sumed in preference to it, I do not think we should have had that supera-
bundance.

672. You state yourself to farm about 800 acres of land ; of what quality?

—

The quality I hold myself is tolerably good.

673. On chalk ?— On a clialk sub-soil ; what we call in Hampshire a good
farm ; not capable of growing what many farms would, but a good stock farm.

674. What is the value of the rent of land of that description in your neigh-
bourhood !^—-The rent, separate irom tithe, would be, perhaps, about 1 1, an acre,

which wifh tithe, would bring it to 25s.

^7.5. What is the general course of cultivation ?—The five-course system.

67C. You leave your seeds down two years?—Yes, before we break up for

wheat ; I do myself, in consequence of my own farm being well situate for

manure, adopt in some parts of it the four-field system ; but the general system
in Hampshire, is the five-field system.

677. You adopt the four-field system with your better lands, and the five-field

system with the lands which are not equally good ?—Yes ; and there are others

who do so too.

678. Is the land in your neighbourhood improved ?—Yes, I think it is greatly

improving, where there are any means left ; we have made great improvements
within the last five or six years.

679. In what does the improvement consist?—The encouragement given to

breeding sheep ; we are stocking our land harder on account of the great prices

sheep bring.

680. Should you say that the improvements in agriculture have led to a
greater production of corn ?—Yes, on a certain quantity of land ; I should say

more generally, taking the whole into account, of a greater average of corn.

681. Taking your own farm, the quantity of corn you produce upon it has
been rather increasing ?—Yes ; I do not say my own farm has increased the

quantity of wheat, but taking all corn together, we grow more on a certain num-
ber of acres.

682. Your wool is selling very well?—-Yes, at a satisfactory price.

683. What is the price with you ?—Our wool has gone for the last year; but

they varied from 35s. to 40s. a tod, from lod. to 11 hd.

684. That you can get for it?— I think I could get 17c/. now.

685. Tliat is an improvement?—Yes, so far it is.

686. The price of your sheep is rather higher ?— It is very fair in Hampshire,
as regards us, and I admit barley as well.

687. What do you make your price of barley ?— I beg to be understood, under
leases taken of late years, the price of barley has varied from 28*. to 29s.

688. That you consider a fair price ?—I do, provided we take our leases

on the calculation of wheat at 15/. per load, as the corresponding price to wheat
at 15/.

689. How is your rate of labour ?—We give Ss. per week.

690. Have
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6no. Have you lately reduced to Hs.l—At Michaelmas last we reduced from Mr. /. T.Twynam.

9s. to 8s.

691. How are your rates ?—They are lower than they were last year, but we ^5 February 1836.

were alway.'? pretty well situate as to rates ; I do not think our saving this

year, siuce the new Poor Law Bill has been in operation, will be above Gd. in

the pound.

692. What is your poor-rate ?—Above .Ss. in the pound, on tlie fair rack-

rent.

693. Are yon in a union ?—Yes, we are.

694. Is this the first year?—Yes; it beijan in June last.
'

695. Is it liked by tlie farmers in your neighbourhood r— It is liked by the

farmers pretty generally; I think it will be found it will work very well in my
neighbourhood ; but it all depends upon the quantity of laljnur to be obtained.

This has been a particularly favourajjle year for bringing the Bill into operation.

(596. You say that you do not think it will make more than Gd. in the pound
diflerence ; do not you consider that the first year you bring it into operation it is

likely to 1)6 more expensive than in any future years?—It may be a little, but

we shall have the same expenses to pay of officers.

697. You have nothing to do with providing a poor-house ?—We had one
poor-house and one assistant-overseer in our parish previously ; I speak of my
own parish. I think the union will benefit more than 6 d. in the pound

; per-

haps Is,

C98. If the benefit is 1*. on 3s., that is a third of the whole rate?—Yes ; but
it must be taken into consideration that provisions have been much cheaper
during a great part of the year than they have been for a long time past ; and
also the farmers have been compelled, on account of the bidk of straw they grew
last year, to employ one man at least to 150 acres more than the usual quantity,

to thresh out tlie corn ; we do not use machines in our neighbourhood, unless

on pressing occasions.

t^99. Is there much corn in hand in the hands of the farmer ?—Yes ; they

have been threshing every thing they had, rather than thresh the wheat. The
quantity of wheat is rather greater in stock than I have known it for many
years.

700. The prices have improved ?—Yes, to the extent of 1 5 per cent.

701. What do you call them now?— I should say the average price of wheat
of fine cpiality in our country would be 4-2s., at Andover and Newbury
markets.

702. Do you pay tithes in your parish ?— Yes, under composition.

703. When was that composition made?—It was made about four years

since.

704. How do you consider it with reference to the present value?— I certainly

consider it higher than we fairly ought to pay ; it is higher than the present

value of the tithes.

705. Do you mean to say, if the tithes were strictly valued?—I do not mean
to say it would not amount to the sum, taking the gross value, but taking the

expenses of threshing and going to market it would not amount to the sum.

706. You had rather pay your present composition ?—We had rather pay our

tithes, on account of the trouble ; we shall prefer paying our present amount of

tithes to having them taken ; but the proprietor, if he did take, would not get so

much, on account of the expenses.

707. Supposing there was no corn introduced from foreign parts in 1834, but

814,000 quarters introduced from Ireland, and a considerable quantity from the

channel islands, making that introduced something above 1,000,000 quarters ;

adding that to an abundant produce in England, would that depress the prices ?

—I think it would, to a certain extent.

708. Would that amount to a depression equal to that which you find?—

I

think not.

709. You say the prices of barley and some other articles are good ; is the

price of barley sufficiently high to compensate you for the loss on the wheat?
—By no means ; my own farm would be a very good exemplification of that.

710. You say you have reduced your wages from 9 s. a week to 8 s. ; can you
maintain the present wages at those prices ?—Certainly not, without loss of

capital.

711. You say the Poor Law has done good, and will do good if work can be

464- E 3 found
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. /. T. Tio^ncm. found ; was not the great complaint of the expense of the Poor Law the poor

being out of emplovment ?—Yes, it was, at one time.
Febiuiry 1836. - j .^ jjjjs, jjjg p^Qi- j^aw done any thing to remedy tliat ?— I think it has, because

people have been driven to such extremities, that if tliere was work to be had
they must take it at any price.

713. It is the pressure on the poor which has accomjjlishtd the object r—les,

no doubt, so far as it made them seek after work, which they did not under the

old law.

714. Can any thing relieve you without raising the price of produce, though
the poor may be'employed ?—Nothing for a permanency, unless our outgoings are

vastly reduced.

715. Are you of opinion that the poor would be all employed if tliere were
remunerating prices for agriculture ?—In my own imniediate neighbourhood
they \\ ould.

716. AVhen they were out of employment was that occasioned by the farmers

not being able to pay them their wages?— I think so.

717. How should you estimate the last crop of wheat; verj' much above the

average ?— We have not threshed enougli of it at present to determine ; but from

what we have threshed I should say not so much above the average as was at first

expected ; it is above the average. Ours is a light soil, and affected by dry

summers ; the produce will not correspond in the case of the produce of heavy
wet lands.

718. What should you say of the year 1834 ?— I should say it was a better

average in Hampshire than the year 1835.

719. Therefore 1834 was a verv good year ?—Yes, for the produce.

720. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three ?— One thousand eight

hundred and thirtv-tiiree was about the average.

721. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-two?—One thousand eight

hundred and thirty-two was not quite so good; but we have nothing to complain
materially of the average of wheat since 1828.

722. Do you recollect so many years of good wheat coming together?—No,
never since I w^as a child. I have noticed the seasons, my father being a fanner

before me ; I never recollect such a succession of seasons, nor any thing

like it. ^
723. You said that vou thought that the men not being emplo3'ed was owing

to the farmers not being able to pav them ; do not you think that the new Poor
Law has made labourers in your parish or your neighbourhood seek for work who
might have got work before if they had been obliged to do it ?— In some in-

stances, I believe.

724. To a considerable extent ?—Not in my parish to a considerable extent;

since the union there are cases where there were people thrown on the parishes

previouslv, who have been driven by the working of the new Poor Law Bill to

seek work on their own account ; but 1 think if we had not the railroads and
other works going on that we should still have many deserving people in the

country generall}' out of employment who are willing to work.

725. Do not you think you will be better under the new Poor Law- than vou
were before, as to work ; not public works ?—I cannot say that I have that

opinion, in the absence of public works.

726. ^Vhat railway have you near you ?—The Southampton ; it comes witliiu

five miles of us ; they are at work on that.

727. Have they been at work in that neighbourhood as much since last year

as the year before ?—^They are at the present moment ; but I do not think they

have been very busily employed upon it till within the last month again.

728. Do vou think the passing of the Great Western Railway Bill affected

their works ?—There was a sort of suspension of operations, from some cause. ; I

cannot say from what.

729. Do you know when that took place?—I think some time about last

November.

730. The Committee are to understand that the poor in your neighbourhood

have not had the benefit of the Southampton railway during the last winter?

—

No, certainly not ; but they had previously, in the autumn.

73 1 . Do not you consider that that part of the alteration of the poor laws

winch takes away the settlement on hiring has operated very beneficially on ti;i>

>j count rv ?
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country ?—I think that a very I)oncficial clause ; one of the I)est tliat could be Mr. /. T. Tuymm.

effected.
~~' ~

732. And that it does promote the circulation of labour in the country;'— ^5 tebruary 1830.

Yes ; and that when a man has a place he endeavours to keep it ; because, under

tlie old law, the man knew at tlie be_<>iiniing of his contract tliat at tlie end of his

year he must leave it, and lie was cartdess.

733. You are not now det(nred from taking a good labourer and an indus-

trious man by the fear of settling him on tlie parish ?— No.

734. You liavt! not felt the etfect of labourers being returned on your parish

that liavc been working their lives out in manufacturing towns ?—No ; nor have

we a great surplus in our neighbourhood.

73.5. You found that when you came to divide them among you, you had in

reality not much more labour than you wanted ?—Not in our neighbourhood.

736. In the active portion of the year you have abundant employ for your

liands?—Yes, during tlie summer six months.

737, Your parish cliarge for labour is mainly for want of employment during

the dead season of persons that work during the active season?—The main con-

stant charge upon us is for the old people.

[ The Witness is directed to withdraio.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Veneris, 26" Februarii, 1836.

, The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Mr. John Mockett Cramp is called in ; and Examined as follows.

738. YOU occupy land in tlie parish of St. Peter's in the Isle of Thanet? m^ j j\j Cramp.

—I do. ..

'.

J

739. What quantity of land do you occupy ?—One hundred and twenty acres.

740. Is yours arable land ?—Arable land entirely.

741. What is the state of farming in that county ; can a farmer at the present

prices farm to advantage, or any thing like it ?—Certainly not.

742. You are quite sure of that ?—Yes.

743. Have you examined into the matter?— I have ; and my father is a pro-

prietor and cultivates his own land, about 130 acres. I am acquainted with his

affairs as well as my own ; I am also chairman of the board of guardians of the

Isle of Thanet Union, under the new Poor Law Act.

744. What do you consider the present prices ?—The average price of wheat
for the six months now ending has been 38*.

745. What is the lowest price at which you think a farmer can cultivate with

advantage at the present rates ?—We have been always accustomed among us to

say that we cannT)t remunerate ourselves at less than 605. for wheat, and other

grain in proportion.

746. Is that according to the present expenses?—Yes

747. What are your wages?—We give our able-bodied men from 10s. to 12*.

a week.

748. Can you sustain that rate of wages if those prices continue the same ?

—

Certainly not.

749. What will be the effect of lowering the wages?—Other things must
lower in proportion, or the poor will not be able to maintain themselves ; for

instance, cottage rents.

7.50. In what state are your poor ?—They are in a better state than they are in

many districts of the kingdom ; their wages are higher.

751. Have you been over-burdened by surplus population?—Not to a great

extent.

752. Have you many beer-shops in your neighbourhood ?— I am very sorry

to say we have.

464. E 4 753. Wliat
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M J M Cramv '^S' ^^''^^^ ^* ^^^'^ effect of the beer-shops?—They have a very demoralizing

________ effect.

26 February 1836. 754- Are your poor contented at this time, or otherwise ?— That is a question
'

that cannot be answered generally ; some are, and some are not.

755. You have had no fires there, have you ?^The only instance of fire for

the last year or two was a mill destroyed last week.

756. Was that by accident?— I fear not, for it belonged to a gentleman who
could not be supposed to be obnoxious to any man.

757. The prices, except of wheat, are not very low ?—No, but they are lower

than when 1 took the farm I occupy.

758. Are the prices of other articles such as to remunerate you for the low

price of wheat?—No, they are not.

759. How is stock selling?—I have nothing to do with sheep.

760. Have you sheep ?—No ; veiy few farmers in our neighbourhood have

sheep.

761. What is the food of the people chiefly ; bread or potatoes?— Chiefly bread.

762. Have there been many garden allotments in your neighbourhood ? —No;
many of the cottages have land belonging to them, but I do not know an instance

in the Isle of Thanet of allotment.

763. Has the cultivation of potatoes increased in the Isle of Thanet within the

last few years?—The growth of potatoes has diminished.

764. How long should you say?—Particularly within the last two or three

years, on account of the deficiency of crops. Our seasons have been very dry
;

in fact, we have not made half a crop of potatoes.

765. There is a less breadth of land sown with potatoes now than formerly ?

—Yes.

766. It cannot be the potatoes which have depressed the price of wheat ? —No.

[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Jolm Joseph Allnatt is called in ; and Examined as follows.

Mr.j.j.Alhatf. ^g,^ WHERE do you reside?—I live in Berkshire, in the town of Wal-
lingford.

768. Do you occupy any land?—I do not now; I have occupied land, but

not for the last few years.

769. How are you connected with land ?—Latterly I have commenced busi-

ness as a land survej'or and agent, but I have not yet had an extensive experi-

ence in that business, having so recently commenced ; but I live upon a farm

which my father occupies, and have been in the constant habit of attending to

agricultural pursuits for the last 20 years.

770. What is the state of agriculture in your county ?—The state of the

farmers is exceedingly depressed at the present time. I know that, because I

have an extensive acquaintance with farmers, and from the circumstiuice of

attending the markets always to sell corn and transact other business for my
father. I have done so for the last 20 years, and am connected in that manner
with the farmers, and therefore enabled to speak confidently of their condition.

771. From your connexion with the farmers, are they in a depressed state, or

are they flourishing?-- Decidedly distressed, and so badly so, that I know per-

fectly well that taking them as a body they cannot exist from the profits of tlieir

farms, or perform their engagements to their landlords and other creditors.

772. What do you mean by "taking them as a body"?—I mean taking them as

a class engaged in a particular branch of business ; and that those who ought

to live by agriculture cannot make a profit on their farms, and consequently

they are in a very distressed situation.

773. How long have they been in that state ?—I should say it has been

gradually getting towards that state, at all events, for the last 1 years ; that I

can prove by a table I have taken from the accounts of a farm. I have examined

the book from which it has been extracted.

774. From what book ?—From this account book. I should premise, these

accounts and papers have been entrusted to me in confidence, and the parties

would not wish to have tlieir names made public.

775. Do you know the facts contained in that statement; do you know tliat

the books are correct?—I know the farm occupied by the party who kept this

account;
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account ; I know that his manner of keeping accounts is exceedingly clear and

explicit ; and I have been through the account. "

776. Are you able to fomi an opinion as to the information contained in it ?
February 183b.

—So much so, that I have myself sold almost every article introduced into this «

account. The proceeds of the farm have passed through my hands, but I did

not keep the account.

777. According to your memory, having acted in the sale of the produce of

this farm, are you satisfied that this account is coiTect?— I am positive it is;

very few farmers keep a correct account, but this I believe to be a perfectly

correct account.

[The same is delivered in, and read, and is as follows .]

Statement, extracted from a correct Account, exhibiting the annual Gain or Loss, for

Ten Years, ending September 1835, upon a Farm of 163 acres, 34 acres of which are

meadow or pasture land ; the arable land of superior quality for corn, and generally

excellent stock land ; near a market town ; fully stocked with sheep and cows, and highly .

cultivated and productive.

Annual rent 263/., being just over 32 s. 3 rf. per acre; titheable, a composition amounting

to 8s. lod. per acre for great and small tithes having been usually paid by the tenant;

poor-rates, 7 s. 6d. per acre.

7^ B. In the following Table four per cent, interest is allowed for capital employed,
which is taken at 1 ,500 /. and 15/. per annum fur casualties, wear and tear of
stock, and other contingencies. Both these items are supposed to be considerably

under their real amount and value.

STATEMENT.

From Sfptember
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Mr. J. J. Alinati. ^gj, jg ^jjej-e sufficient capital employed upon it?—Yes, for the person is not

,6 February 1836.
^*.^^^ dependent upon the farm; and the produce, in my opinion, exceeds any
thing I have ever seen from so small a farm.

782. How do you account for the loss being so great in some years when the
corn was so high ?—In some of these years corn has been kept over till the
next year.

783. Look to the year when you state that corn was so high, and when you
state there was a considerable rise ?—I attribute that, in a great measure, to the
corn being kept over ; there was a large produce of corn, and it was customary
to keep two or three ricks to sell at the next harvest, or just after the next har-
vest ; or that there was a shorter crop of barley that year.

784. It does not appear what was the quantity of com sold each year ?—No.
I have not had time to complete the Table in that particular ; all the proceeds
of the farm are however included in my abstract.

785. What was the average amount of labour each year?—Last year the

labour was 430/. 15s.

786. That is double the rent ?—Nearly so, the labour is high in the parish, for

this reason ; it is a parish principally of land, there are but few houses to be
rated, and we found that unless we employed the labourers they came on the

poor-rates and were paid for idleness ; and if they are employed in the farm
we have as a set-off the increased produce ; but the labour is certainly high in

proportion to other farms.

787. What are the poor-rates ?—The poor-rates on the parish amount to 6 s.

an acre.

788. You state them at 7s. 66?. for this farm?—Yes ; part of this farm is in a
neighbouring parish which is within the town, and the town itself is rated much
higher, and the rates come much oftener than in this hamlet in which the

principal part of the farm is situate. Here is another farm in the same parish

of 180 acres, which paid only 45 I. to the poor-rates last year, while this 163
acres paid 59/. 19s. 6d.; the reason of that was the difference of rating in the

town. I have another statement which I have drawn out, to prove that last

year the price of wheat being so very low, our labourers and the poor-rates

not only took the whole of the wheat crop of the whole parish, but 578 /. 2 s. 7^d.

besides.

789. Do you suppose the 430 Z. expended in labour could be beneficially

expended ?—1 should observe that one reason the amount of labour is so high

upon this farm is, the extraordinary amount of produce; the extra labour

increases the produce, and then again the increased produce creates a demand
for more labour. At this time, for instance, there are four men employed on

this farm constantly in threshing, which is a very great proportion to a farm of

this extent ; but the produce being so great it is absolutely necessary. I con-

sider this land superior to most I have ever seen, and it is also good stock land.

700. Have you taken at all into your account the produce of stock ?—Yes.

791. Then, whatever the produce of stock, they are swallowed up by the

small price of corn?—Yes. Sheep are bought in in the autumn; they are

always introduced in the yearly account, and that they sell for is brought in

before the year closes ; therefore the whole amount of the profit of stock, the

wool, and fat sheep, or whatever they may be, is included in the year's account.

702. Are these different prices of wheat you have given in the different years

the average prices that are published, or the actual prices ?—The actual prices

realized upon the produce of the farm ; it is very probable that in some of these

years the average price stated may be higher than the general average price of

the country, because a portion of old wheat was included in the account ; for

instance, last year the average is stated at 40s., but a quantity of old wheat,

which sold for about 50s. is included in that average; the real average of last

year was under 35 s. I have here a statement showing the produce of wheat

after tlie harvest of 1834.

[The same is delivered in, and read, and is as follows .]

Statfmevt
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Statement, showing the Produce of Wheat at the harvest of 1834 in a whole parish, of Mr. J. J. Annatt.

land of great fertility and in high condition (including fifty acres in an adjoining .

parish connected with one of the farms of the said parish), calculated at five quarters ^6 February 183G.

per acre, and at 36.?. per quarter, both items being above the actual amount; also •

the Sums paid by tlie Occupiers for Poor-Rates and Labour alone, from Michaelmas

1834 to Michaelmas 1835.

Total number of acres, 793 ; average of poor-rates, 6s. per acre.
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Mr. J. J. AliwiU. 708. As a surveyor, liave you the means of knowing what is the state of the

other farms in your neighbourhood ; whether the farmers are in the same con-
36 February 1836. dition r—They are all complaining.

709. Does it appear to you, from the observations you have made, that they

complain with reason ?—I should say, certainly ; I have no question but that

they are exceedingly poor and embarrassed, where they depend exclusively upon
their farms.

800. Do you think they had been pacing the expenses of their farms out of

capital, and not out of the produce of the farm ?—Yes, I should say so, in

almost all cases.

801. Are they getting worse each year?—Yes; for the last three years they

have been doing very badljf ; for though barley has brought a much better price

than wheat, it must be recollected that there has been a decided deficiency, not

only of barley, but of beans and peas, up to the harvest of 1834 inclusive.

802. Taking their advantages and disadvantages, are they making a profit by
their farming ?—It is impossible.

803. Stock has sold well ?—Yes, it has sold tolerably well ; but last year I

think there was some misapprehension with respect to that. I bought some
sheep myself for this very farm in the autumn twelvemonth, and tliose sheep
were kept during- the whole winter for fatting, and thev were fatted, but they

did not make the stock price ; when they were sold out there was a positive loss

upon them, independent of their keep and other expenses attending them.

804. Is there a profit on stock, or not ?—I should saj', in a farmer's stock

farm there must be a profit on the stock, but not sufficient, when brought into

the general account, to save tlie farmer from loss.

805. You have stated the result of the calculation upon this farm for different

years, from 1825 down to the present period; when you speak of the profit

of different years, do you suppose that is after the tenant has lived off his farm ;

does he make any charge for his own living, or does he feed himself off the farm ?

—No ; this farm is not situated as many others.

806. Is that calculation, after the farmer has lived on his own produce, then that

he finds himself in the result with a profit or loss ; or for the purpose of establish-

ing profit and loss, has he charged himself with any thing for his living ?—No ; he
lives in the house, but he does not live upon the produce of the farm. All is

introduced into this book, with the exception of a few eggs or small things ; but it

is not like most farms ; he does not bake his own bread from the farm ; it is inde-

pendent of his li'ving ; the money which supports his family does not come out

of the farm, and he lives as he pleases ; he is not supported by the produce of

his farm.

807. The farmer does not live upon his farm produce, consuming some of the

produce of his farm ?—Very trifling ; oith respect to the number of chickens or

ducks, there are a few kept, biit all the barley which that number consumes during

the year is given credit for in this book as so much barley.

808. Does he provide his own farming or the board of any of his labourers?

—No.
809. That is not done in your part of the country?—No; living as this gentle-

man does, in the town, it would be inconvenient, and probably no saving; it is

done in some cases, l)ut not so often as it was some years ago.

810. He has had to feed himself and take care of himself out of the profits of

his farm, whether he has made any ; his own living is not included in the expense

of the farm?—No; it is quite a distinct thing, for he has not lived upon the pro-

duce of the farm.

811. He would charge to himself any thing he took for use ?—Yes ; for instance,

if a pig were killed its value would have been entered in this account ; every item is

introduced on the proper side ; if the pig was worth bl. that would be put dowii,

if it was consumed.
812. With fanners generally, they live and pay their rent, and pay their

charges, and then the farmer reckons with himself, according as he has gone
backwards or advanced and gained, 100/. or 150/. ?—Then perhaps he has not kept

a correct account.

813. Your account supposes he has charged himself with all his living off his

farm?— I have no doubt that whatever he has taken off of the farm has been

charged in the manner before stated.

814. By the statement you have given you have shown that i\m tenant has at

different
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different ])eriods found his farm a profitable or a losing' one, without immediate Mr. j. 7. AUnatt.

reference to the price of corn ; because in some years, although the items of pro-

(luce of one year may be carried over to another year, here are tM'o years together 26 February 1836.

where tlie price of wheat was 7G.y. and 74*. 4rf., witli still a loss upon the farm;

therefore the Committee are to understand from that statement that it has been

frequently a losing concern, even with very good prices for wheat ?—Yes, so it

appears; but it nmst be recollected that in some of those years stock was a

ruinous thing; sheep have been fattened upon this farm, and after fattening they

would not make the stock price; then the whole of the turnip crop, and the

expense of cultivating about a fourth part of the arable land, have been tlirown

away ; and in other years, when stock has brought a better price, it has not been

sufficient to alter the balance iu las favour.

815. Are there other circumstances which make it impossible to draw any

conclusion as to the success of the farmer merely from the price of wheat alone ?

—It cannot be done entirely f^om the price of wheat, unless other things combine.

816. Have you had in your county any rot among the sheep?— Yes, we have

had a considerable number of sheep rotten during the last ten years ; but that does

not affect us so much, because we buy the sheej) in, and it is seldom that we buy
a rotten lot of sheep ; it nmst have lessened the supply of store sheep, and con-

sequently raised prices ; but that has been against the farmer who fed them, the

price of mutton having been for some years ruinously low.

817. Yours are not breeding farms?—On some of the farms they breed lambs,

but they do not generally breed largely for stock ; many of the lambs are fatted

and killed in the spring.

818. When was this farm taken at the rent of 2G3/. ?—The farm was taken, I

think, first in the year 1800, or thereabouts ; the rent was higher, and so it is

now, nominally; but 10 per cent, has lK>en thrown off of late years, for whicli 1

have accounted ; I have taken it at the actual rent paid.

819. Ten per cent, has been taken olf since 1800? —Yes, v.ithin the last few

years ; perhaps eight or nine years since.

820. Has it had no other reduction but that ? —No further reduction.

821. Taking into consideration that this farm has given but very moderate profit

at any time, and in many years has given a loss, even with good prices of corn,

should not you, upon the whole, say, from your knowledge of the country, that

that farm is over-rented?—Not so, when compared with otlier rents; it is over-

rented according to the present times ; but I say if any land will bear any thing

like a fair rent this is not over-rented, according to a comparison with other

farms; for this farm has, in better times, produced a profit of 400/. a year.

822. When did it pay 400/. a year?— From 1823 to 1824; immediately before

my account begins it paid a clear profit of 396/. 12s., after allowing 67/. 10s. for

employ of capital at 4^ per cent. ; I have no doubt that for many years it paid

something like that sum.

823. What rent did the tenant give the year before that, in 1800?— I am not

prepared to state, but I think not much more than the present rental, with the

addition of 10 per cent. ; but I cannot speak positively.

824. What does he pay with the 10 per cent, taken off?—Two hundred and

sixty-three pounds, being 32s. 2d. per acre; what I meant was, that the profit

not the rent, was 400/: in the year 1823-4.

825. Was the profit 400/., after allowing rent?—Yes, after allowing eveiy thing;

and it was then farmed in exactly the same way as it has been of late years.

826. Was that owing to the state of prices in that year, or to the goodness of

the crop?—I see there are several parcels of Mheat ^^hich sold at 18/. a load, and

another parcel of wheat at 17/. 8s. Qd.; barley appeared to be about 35s.; this

was the produce of 1823, sold in March 1824; but 1 have not been through the

whole account of that year.

827. You have stated that you do not think this farm over-rented?—Compared
with land which will bear any rent, I mean ; all land, in my opinion, is decidedly

over-rented ; but compared with land worth 20s. an acre, this is not high ; but I

consider that all land is over-rented.

828. It is your opinion that that is the general state of land ; that it is over-

rented ?— I should say the land lam acquainted with is over- rented; supposing

the prices are to remain as they are now, it is a greater rent than the farmer can

afford to pay ; iu fact they can make no rent at present, and ought rather to receive

a bonus for occupying their farms,

464. F 3 _ 829, As



46 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. J. J. Allnatt. 829. As you sell for tho farmers, and deal in the town for them, what do you
consider about the price of wlieat which would justify the existing rents in your

26 February 1836. neiohbourhood ; is it 50*., HOs., 70s., or what rate for the price of wheat, sup-

posing other things to be in proportion?—Does the question mean the other

burthens remaining as they are ; for rent is only one feature in the calculation ?

I do not sell for farmers, or deal in the town for them. I said that I had been in

the habit of transacting the market and other farming business for my father.

830. If you were called upon to value a farm, you would value on some certain

price for the produce ; what is about the sale of wheat you would consider a justi-

fication for the rents as they now stand ; should you think 15/. a load, or 16/.?

—

I should think, that supposing the other corn to sell as it does now, and calculat-

ing upon fair average crops, wheat ought to be at or above 16/. a load to make
any thing like profit on the farm.

831. At the present rents?—Yes; if the labour and rates and other expenses

are to remain on agriculture, I think it should be at least 16/. to make a fair

remunerating profit.

832. Do you grow much barley?—Yes, we gi-ow barley.

833. What is your course of husbandry?—The four-course; wheat, turnips,

barley or oats ; a portion of that barley land grass, and sometimes a portion of it

beans, prejiaratory to the next wheat crop.

834. You have not in your neighbourhood any lighter landSj'where they breed

sheep ; no breeding faniis ?—They breed sheep on many of the farms in our neigh-

bourhood, but not to a large extent, for stock.

835. What is the common price of day-labour with you ?—We give 9 *. a week
to a common labourer ; but many of them work by the piece, in threshing, and
cutting chaff, and other things, which enables them to earn from 10*. to 12s. 6d.

836. Is that the common price in the neighbourhood?—I should say that in the

neighbourhood they are rather lower than that ; 8*., I believe, is given in the

villages near us ; but we generally give 1 s. more in the town and the immediate
neiglibourhood of the town.

837. You have stated upon this farm 430/. expended in labour this last year ; what
proportion of it was labour really wanted for the farm, and not expended for the

purpose of supporting the people ?—I know there has been a strict examination
upon this farm, to know in what way labour could be reduced ; but it was thought

advisable not to reduce it more.

838. You conceive the whole of the labour went for the farm?—Yes, certainly;

and it was the impression, when it was examined into, that it could not be reduced
to any considerable extent, with propriety.

839. And was beneficially employed ?—Yes. I think I can explain. With
respect to this lal^our, there are at this present moment three men, for instance,

employed in cutting chaflT; that might be considered an extravagant outlay upon
so small a farm, but it is in fact a gain, as by this means the consumption of hay
is lessened : so in other matters the amount paid for labour, although comparatively

high, may not be an evil, if the labour itself has been properly and profitably

directed.

840. Was this labour employed for the purpose of maintaining the people, or

labour necessary for the good of the fann ?—It is considered that every man
employed on this farm is beneficially employed.

841. Do they thresh by hand ?—Yes, every thing ; and they have done so since

the unfortunate riots in the rural districts.

842. Has the cultivation of the land been improved?—This land has been for

some years past in such a state of fertility, I do not know that it can be much
improved ; the produce has been great, in consequence of the state of cultivation

;

it is in a very high state of cultivation ; in as high a state of cultivation as a farm

need be.

843. Is the cultivation about you improved generally of late years ?—No, I

should say not.

844. Do you think they have more wheat for the acre than they used to do ?

—

I beheve, for the last three years, there has been a great crop of wheat ; not from

the improved cultivation, but from the seasons being favom'able to wheat ; but

barley has been deficient.

845. What is your opinion of the last year; was it a large crop, or more than

an average crop ?—In our neighbourhood the harvest of 1834 was decidedly a good

crop.

846. What
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846. Wliat was it in 1833?—I should say an average crop; 1834 was above Mr. J.J. Alhuut.

nn average crop for our immediate neiglil)ourliood. In my calculation I have given

five quarters an acre, which may bo considered a prodigious crop, in 1835. I have 26 February 1836.

had something to do with valuing crops for tithes, aiul other matters, and I should

say the wheat I have been over in our immediate neighbourhood was deficient,

when compared with the year 1834, about one fifth; at least one fifth ; and in

fact, from threshing the wheat, I know that is the fact, with regard to our own
experience.

847. Is it, upon the whole, what you should call an average crop ?—I should say

a fair average crop, but not a large crop.

848. Do you Icnow any thing of the produce in 1832 ?—I do not so well

remember the produce of 1832.

849. You stated that you do not conceive the rent of this farm so high ; you
have estimated on the rent bearing a certain proportion to the value of the pro-

duce ?—I think I exj)lained that by showing that in proportion as other lands were
now let it was not, but that I thought all the land in our neighbourhood was let

too high, according to the present price of produce.

850. Can you state what was your opinion as to the value of this farm, in the

year 1819, per acre; how much it was worth?—I cannot at this moment refer to

prices in 1819.

851. What price, as a land surveyor, should you have put on that farm in the

year 1819?—I have no doubt, if a farm situate as this farm is, were to be let by
a landlord, it would have brought as high and perhaps a higher rent than has been
paid for it.

852. The question is, what rate of interest the present rental bears to the value

of that land in 1819 ?—Not being able to refer to the price in 1819, I cannot

answer that question ; but I should say that the farm was worth the sum given at

that period.

853. How much was given for it?—Ten per cent, more than is paid at this

time.

854. You have been asked what the prices should be to sustain the present

rent ; what rent ought to be paid for it, according to the present prices ?—None
at all, and a person should have a bonus to occupy it.

855. You think at the present prices he cannot afford to pay any rent for this

excellent tract of land ?—Just so.

856. That being land of the best quality, and in the best state of cultivation ?

—Yes. I do not mean to say that if a man pays no rent he would not get a

single farthing during any one year, but he could not maintain himself upon it by

any cultivation, witli present prices.

857. You state that the loss in the year 1834-5 was 166/. 5 5. Qd., the rent

being 263/. ; supposing he had been there without rent, his profit would have been

about 100/. ?—Yes ; but by subtracting the amount of corn sold in the year

of the preceding year's gi-owth he would have lost more than the rent paid.

858. If that farm were now out of lease would it fetch its present rent from

any substantial farmer ?—Yes, I have no doubt it would ; and this is an extra-

ordinary fact, that land of this character, and so eligibly situate, would bring, not

only very nearly the rent which is paid for it, but, perhaps, entirely. But, in

point of fact, we know that near a town many men wovild be glad to procure such

land ; they fancy that they could benefit themselves, though their predecessors

did not ; but I am very well convinced that it would be impossible to farm it

better, or for any occupier to prevent a loss upon it, under present circum-

stances.

859. Then they must lose, of course?—Certainly.

860. Therefore you consider the disposition of men of substance to take good

farms at a given rent no criterion always that they can fairly afford to do so ?

—

Certainly not.

861. Farmers must have some occupation?—Yes ; the fact is, as to the farmers

in our neighbourhood, that is, in Berkshire, and elsewhere probably, they are

generally a race of plodding and industrious men, who had have a limited educa-

tion, and who are fit only to remain on the soil they have been brought up on.

862. Therefore they would take farms on very disadvantageous terms?

—

Yes ; but always under the delusion that times would mend, and that if

they could take a farm under the present reduction they might eventually

get on.

464. F 4 863. There
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Mr. J. J. Allnatt. 863. There is rather more eagerness to take good farms at a high rent than

bad farms at ahnost no rent, is there not ?—Yes. I know many farms in our
q6 February 1836. neiglibourhood where there has been great difficulty in procuring tenants. I know

a gentleman, who farms his own estate, six miles from us, who assured me he has

been throwing many acres of his estate out of cultivation, and suffering it to go
back into its primitive barrenness.

864. Can you convert arable into pasture with benefit ?—No, not for many
years; and it nmst be properly laid down, with a decided expense; besides, much
land is not suitable for pasturage.

865. Is it your opinion that there would be more land taken from under the

plough, if you could, Mith readiness, convert it into pasture?—Yes, certainly.

86(3. What is the stock of wheat now in the hands of the farmers ; is it large ?

—No, not particularly large ; but there is one reason why it appears larger than

it really is, and that is the great bulk of the straw, and the great difficulty in

getting it to market ; otherwise the farmers would have been desirous to bring it

to market to pay their expenses.

867. Are there a gi-eat many wheat-stacks in the farmers' yards ?—Not in

my immediate neighbourhood ; perhaps above the average bulk, but not more
corn.

8()8. What as compared with last year?—^There was, perhaps, about the same

;

but I have no innnediate means of ascertaining. About the same as regards the

number of ricks ; but I should say, if there are more ricks this year there is not

more corn, because the wheat yields badly from the rick ; there is much straw,

and consequently less wheat per rick by several loads, in many cases, than there

was last year.

869. Do you attend the markets much?—Yes, every week.

870. Have you observed whether there is a glut of wheat in the market?

—There has been a very bad sale of late, consequently we may call it a

glut.

871. Has it appeared to you that there is more com in the market than the

market has required ?—Yes, considerably more ; and when there is much corn in

the market the farmers are compelled to force a sale, and to find buyers, but it is

at depreciated prices.

872. The prices will fall greatly when there is more in the market than the

country requires ?—Yes, certainly.

873. Do you think it is from corn produced in England that the markets are

over-stocked ?—Our wheat markets are supplied principally with our own produce.

We have Irish oats brought occasionally by dealers, and sometimes I have seen

samples of foreign wheat, but not frequently.

874. You have not seen any foreign wheat for the last year or two ?

—No.
875. Do you send corn away to distant markets?—No.

876. Do you go, at times, to the London market, or other markets ?— No, the

farmers do not, but the dealers who come from Reading or Henley or other places

do, I have no doubt, occasionally.

877. Have those dealers come so frequently as in times past?—I believe they

have.

878. And have bought freely ?—I would not say they bought freely, for during

reduced prices there is always an indisposition to buy freely, which adds to the

depression.

879. You state the expense of labour to have been 430 /. in late years; can

you state what the expense of labour was in 1828 or 1829 ?—No, I have no

means of doing that, without looking through this account before me.

880. The reduction in the price of labour has borne no proportion to the

reduction in the price of wheat ?—Certainly not. That will be proved from this

fact: Avhen wheat was 20/. a load the wages were 10s. for a man, which was

one bushel of wheat ; last year the wheat Mas under 4*. Qd. a bushel, and we gave

them 9 s., which was two bushels of wheat instead of one.

881. Have you had quiet and peace among the labourers in your part of the

country?—AVe have, lately.

8S2. Is the farmer now, with respect to his labourers, in a state to be equal to

regulate his price of labour according to the price of corn, or are the people in

any state of excitement which renders it impossible or difficult to do that !

—

Jf we were to reduce them to the extent that wheat would warrant us

in
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in doino^, givin<T them a bushel of wheat a man, they would be starved, Mr. J. J, Allnatt.

independent of the excitement ]»ioduced ; no farmer would act so cruel a

part. 26 February 1836

883. Settinf]^ aside the question wlietlier it would be fair to do it, is there

any tiling in the temper of the pcojilc which makes it impossible to regidate

the price of wages accordin;"^ to the price of food?— I can only speak from what
has occurred in our parts, which were part of the disturbed districts; I should

say it would not be safe to do it.

8S4. An impression still remains which would make it difficult for the farmer

to i-efjulatc the price of labour as he would think it equitable to do it ?—I think

it would indisj)ose the farmer to attem])t it to that point. If there was some-
thing egregiously wrong, or wages were exorbitant, he would prolmbly reduce

them.

885. Has the alteration in the price of corn enabled the farmer to get his work,

such as that of blacksmiths and wheelwrights, and different tradesmen, at all

reduced ?—They have Ijeen very little reduced ; and that is an extraordinary fact.

Last year I was remarking on the blacksmith's bill ; it came to very nearly as

much as some years ago.

88fi. Then the fai-mer has to contend with the low price of his produce, and no
reduction of the charges which press upon him in that respect ?—Very little

indeed.

887. What does that arise from ?—I do not know ; they have been spoken to

on the suljject, but their reply is, that they cannot do it for less. Whether there

is combination among them I do not know, but they all charge the same.

888. It has been the custom to give a certain price for shoeing a horse or mak-
ing a cart-wheel, which it is difficult to alter ?—Yes ; I think they have altered,

but very little. Now the high price of iron will be an argument in their favour.

88q. Has the new Poor Law done you any good?—The union has lately been
established. The guardians meet in our town at present. It is an experiment

;

but I ])elieve there will be a decided reduction in the amount expended upon
the poor the first year.

890. The farmers think well of the measure ?—Generally ; they think well of

the principle, but they are not very much enamoured, in my opinion, with the

operation of the law ; they fancy that there is too great cruelty exercised towards

the poor ; not absolute cruelty, but that their allowance is not so liberal as it ought

to be.

891. The objection of the farmers is, that they think it presses hard upon the

poor?—Yes, but they do not object to the principle.

892. Can you state whether there is any particular part of the Act which they

consider to be offensive?—No, I do not know that there is. I am not a guardian

myself, but I have frequent communication with them.

893. AVhat is the principle which you say they approve?—The principle of

being able to coerce an idle and disorderly person ; but the objection I have heard

started, and I think justly, is, that there is no discrimination allowed to the guar-

dians or the parishes in case a man of good character and industrious habits should

apply for relief ; that he is treated as a pauper, and degraded in the same -vvay as

the idle and dissolute.

894. They think they should have relief at their own houses, instead of being

Bent to the workhouse?— Yes. Many have stated that they tHnk that the rate-

paj'ers should have an opjiortunity to recommend persons whose lionesty they can

depend on, to be assisted by the guardians.

895. Do not the guardians institute inquiry into the character of those persons?

—They were disposed, I believe, to take this matter into consideratif)n ; but the

Commissioners in London replied to them, and stated that they were too liberal.

896. You have stated that the farmers are rather afraid to lower the wages ; do

you not think there is equal danger from the application of this Poor Law system

in exciting disturbances ?—I think, unless they alter the manner in which the

poor are treated in some places, they will be excited ; I have no doubt of it,

eventually.

897. Are the Committee to understand there is no relief given at their own
houses?—That will be the ojieration of the system, and that, I understand, is the

ultimate intention in our union. At present we have not completed the poor-

house, nor brought the system into complete operation.

898. Where" there is a workhouse are not the guardians empowered to relieve

464. G the
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Mr. J. J. Allnatt. the poor in their own houses ?—It is at present discretionary ; but I believe the

intention is eventually to relieve none in their own houses.
20 February 1 836. Sof). Have the beer-shops been beneficial or prejudicial to the lower class?

—

Decidedly prejudicial, in our neighbourhood.

900. They have tended to demoralize ?—Yes, to an alarming extent.

901. Do you think it Mould be beneficial if the duty was taken olF malt and

put on beer?—In a moral point of view, decidedly beneficial.

902. You think that the lower class would then be enabled to breW at home?
—Yes.

903. Has any wheat been consumed in feeding cattle in your neighbourhood ?

—Yes, a considerable quantity ; we are giving wheat to sheep ourselves just

now.

904. Have you had any experience as to feeding cattle with malt or grown
corn ?—Never ; I have never known the result of that.

905. Is it your oj)inion that it would be beneficial to the agricultural body if

they could malt their own barley for their cattle ?—I have no doubt, from what I

have heard, that Mould have a very good effect, and as good to the farmer as the

application of oil-cake.

906. Have you malted any wheat in your neighbourhood?—Not in our imme-
diate neighbourhood ; it Mas used in the city of Oxford ; a considerable quantity

Mas malted by a brcMer there, and it produced very excellent beer ; the ale Mas
very much approved of.

907. You cannot state at what proportion of the price between M'heat and

barley it ansM'ers to malt M'heat for breM'ing?—No, I cannot; for the increased

quantity of saccharine principle must be brought into the calculation, mIucIi I

do not imderstand sufficiently to enable me to state the proportion Mith accuracy.

908. What is your present price of barley?—From 30s. to about 325.,

generally. ^

909. You consider that a fair price ?—It is a fair price for barley ; but the crop

has been short of late years.

910. Do you grow barley ?—Yes.

911. Would it be beneficial to you to have the malt tax removed ?.—It would

be a relief generally.

912. Would it be a great relief?— I should say it M'ould be a great relief; it

M'ould be a stimulus to the barley trade, by increasing the consumption.

9 1
3. What is the jiroportion of produce bctM'een a bushel of M'heat and of

barley M'hen malted ? — I do not know Mhat the exact increase is ; I have not been

accustomed to the process of malting.

[The Witness is directed to mthdraw.

Mr. John Lewin, is called in ; and Examined as follows

:

Mr. Jukii Letnin 9^4* WHERE do you live?—At Wickham Market, in the county of Suffolk.

915. What quantity of land do you occupy?—My son and myself occu])y

betM-een 400 and 500 acres of land betMcen us. I am a miller, (I have tM'o

M-ater-mills and tMo Mind-mills,) and a buyer of corn to a considerable extent. I

can speak as to the produce of 50,000 or 60,000 acres of land aroimd me.

916. HoM- long have you been a farmer?—I have been concerned in farming

all my life, ever since 1795 or 1796; 40 years.

917. Is the land your OMn, or do you rent it?—I rent it principally; the mill

I live in is my omu, and a certain portion of land.

918. You purchase a considerable quantity of corn more than you grow?—Yes,

10 times as much as I groM-.

919. From the experience you have, both as a miller and a farmer, Mhat is the

state of agriculture in that part of the country?—Very distressed indeed.

920. When do you consider the distress to have begun?—In 1815.

921. Did it then improve again?—Yes, it did; it improved from the wet
harvest of 1816.

922. How long did it continue improved?—The short crop and the wet harvest

of 1816 brought high prices; they did not go doMn very low till after the Act
(Peel's Bill) of 1819.

923. When did it go down?—In 1820; in 1821 lower still ; in 1822 very low;

in 1821 it Mas of a bad quality.

924. In 1823 it rose again .'—It did. I bought a great deal in 1822, from a

ffreat
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great many farms about my lU'Iirliljcmrhoo*! ; every hiishcl of wheat, befor*; Mr. Joint Lnvin.

Michaelmas from the failure and the low price. 1 bought a great deal of the

finest wheat from 4.«. Grf. to bs. a l)ushel. 26 February i«30,

925. AVheii (lid it fall again, after it rose in 1823 ?—It fell, in some
measure, in 1825 and 182(). From Octob(;r 1825 to March 1820 (during

the panic) wheat fell IVom 8.'>\ ()d. and ds. per bushel to 0*. (irZ. an<l 75. In 1823

the surplus was expended, and the prices rose from 4s. (if/, and 5s.; in 1822,

from 7s. to 9s.; and continued varying between 1824 and 1828 from 7s. to 9s.

generally, except the time of the ])anic, as before stated.

926. Eighteen hundreil and twenty-eight was a bad harvest?—It was a wet

summer and a short croj), but not a very bad harvest.

927. Did corn rise or fall then ?—It rose then; it continued from 7s. to 9s.

during the four wet sunmiers of 1828, 1829, 1830, and 1831.

928. Were those good or bad seasoius?—They were bad, generally si>eaking

;

bad for wheat on heavy lands.

929. What j)rices were they in those years?—They varied from 9s. to lis ;

they averaged in three years from Qs. Gd. to 10s. Qd. \ averaging about Ss- Qd.

for the four years.

930. Those are fair prices ?—Yes, with good seasons and good crops.

931. When did they fall again?—In 1832 and 1833 they began falling.

932. And did not rise again till this year?—No; they have gone down in

1834 and 1835 still lower.

933. What sort of year was 1832?—A pretty good year of wheat. In 1833,

1834, and 1835 we had four dry summers; the crops of wheat have been better;

but all our croj)s of other corn have been very short, on the average of the last

four years.

934. What sort of crops had you in 1884 and 1835 ?—Very good crops of

wheat ; but almost all other com was very short indeed in 1834.

935. In your opinion, did that contribute to keep up the prices of barley and

other kinds of corn while wheat was depressed ?—Certainly, there was no other

reason; the crops of beans and peas were nearly a failure in 1833 and 1834.

936. A\liat markets do you attend?—Woodbridge and Framlingham markets.

I live just half-way between them.

937. Tliose two markets, which are the two great corn-mai-kets of the county,

are supplied from your district ?—Yes, from that district of the county where

they are situated ; perhaps from 100,000 acres of land.

938. Were those markets overstocked ^vith corn?—Certainly not, in those

jears.

939. In what years ?—Eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, 1829, 1830, and 1831.

940. They were understocked, perhaps, then ?—Yes, they were ; they were

overstocked the first part of the last four years.

941. How were they in 1834 and 1835.—Overstocked the first part of the

year, and continued a drug the whole year.

942. Was the drug such as to press down the prices ?—Yes.

943. What is the state of the farmers \n your neighbourhood ?—Dreadful.

944. Do you think that the pressure of their distress drove them to take their

corn to market when they otherwise would ftot have carried it there ?—I am sure

it did.

945. That also contributed to force down the prices?—It did.

946. Have rents been lowered in your neighbourhood?—Yes.

947. To what extent?—Depending upon the qiuility of the land; I know one

farm lowered from 1,200^. a year to 700/. a year.

948. To what extent, in your neighlioiu-hood, have farms been lowered?—

I

should say fi-om 20 to 40 per cent. Very few farms i)roduce any rent at the

present prices of com.

949. Within what time?—The last 15 or 20 years.

9.50. How much are they above what they were before the year 1793?— Some
of the good lands are above, but some of them are as low, in my opinion ; as

many farms, I know, have ruined the tenants, wlio have ])aid no rent.

95 1 . Taking into consideration the improvements which have been made with

the capital of the landlords, are they generally higher now than they were then ?

—I should say they are not.

9.52. Is it possiijle that the tenant can pay the present rent and the present

rate of wages at the present prices ?—It is quite impossible they can either pay

464.
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Mr. John Lcui/i. rent 01" Avages, or half the present rent or half the jjrescnt \yages, at the present

prices.

26 February 1836. g-j. Which is the largest item in the account, wages or rent?—The wages,

generally speaking ; my labour is considerably more than my rent.

1)54. You say that the wages cannot be sustained at the present prices of

produce?—It is impossible.

955. In what condition will your poor be, if that is the case ?—They are in a

most dreadful state now. In 1822 there were two fine jolly farmers riding through

the village I live in to complain of their distress to a public meeting in the

neighbourhood, and they were joked and jeered about their being in distress;

but in two years afterwards they were paupers on the parishes, where they now
remain.

956. Have many passed from being rate-payers to paupers ?—Yes, a very

great number ; there is a ])oor widow (73 years of age), whose husband occupied

the largest farm in the parish ; her heart and purse were always open to the

distress of others ; but she is now dependent on parish relief, and under this new
Poor LaM- is allowed only a pound of flour and 3^. per day.

957. Is the diistrcss confined to the tenants, or does it extend itself to the

peasants?—On the part of the peasantry it is dreadful. There is one poor widow
in another adjoining parish to the last-mentioned (aged 75), whose husband

occupied one farm of his own for which Lord Huntiugfield offered him o,000

guineas. He has now, from circumstances over which he had no control, become
distressed, died broken-hearted, and he has left his widow dependent on the

parish, and she receives a pound of flour and 3d. per day, same as last mentioned.

958. AVas that the effect of improvidence, or the effect of the times ?—The
effect of the times ; there could not be a more steady respectable man ; his son is

now a policeman in the City of London ; 1 met him in Fleet-street yesterday,

when he informed me that two other young men, farmers' sons, Avhose names
I have, and whose fathers were living one on the right and the other on the left of

me, AATere just in the same situation ; each of the fathers had a farm of their own,

and rented another. The father of one of the young men is at this moment in

prison for debt ; the other is left without a shilling. The two eldest sons have

come to London, and they are in hopes of getting employment in the city police.

959. Are those cases exceptions to the general rule ?—No, there are hundreds

of other instances who have been reduced to distress by the state of the times.

960. Have you many poor out of employ?—A great number around me.
- I have contracted for flour for 14 parishes under the new system; I have a mill

two miles from where I live, where the paupers come from three of the parishes

for their flour ; I see the men, and to hear their complaints is dreadful. One good

labourer, whom I have known for years, who worked in a barn opposite my mill,

said he Avas discharged last April, and had but two weeks' employment since

;

receives only two stone of flour, '2s. 8d. and 2*. 6d. for four of them, he having a

wife and two children. The farmers do not hesitate, if a man has a large family,-

to say, " I cannot afford to keep him, he wants more wages than I can aftord to

pay ;" consequently many men with large families are turned upon the parish ; and

if the farmers can give but 6s. per week, they must either reduce the quantity of

labour on the farm, or they nmst have the same number of men at a less price.

They are getting now into the habit of hiring men at reduced wages; and as

young healthy men have no resource, from the new Poor Law, they are offering

their services at less money.

96 1 . What is the rate of wages now ?—Eight or nine shillings is about the

regular rate of wages ; but when men have large families we generally give them
an opportunity of earning Is., 2s. or 3s. more, making IO.9. or 12*. a week.

962. Can that rate of wages be sustained at the present prices?—Certainly not.

963. You say there are a great number of instances of this in your county ?—

•

Yes, I can mention many other instances.

964. To what do you attribute this depression of prices ?—To the want of

money.

965. Does there appear to be a want of money in the market ?—Yes ; as to all

kinds of produce ; we have always had better prices when the currency has been

expanded, and when it is contracted they are loM-er.

966. It is your opinion, that if there had been a greater circulating medium it

would have tended to relieve the agricultural interest from a part of the depression ?

—Certainly.

967. What
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967. What other remedies wouhl you propose?—Perhaps Bome alteration in Ut. John Lmiin.

tlie corn laws ; I contend the present corn laws do not give ns tiiat ])rotection

\vliich tliey profess to give. Tliere was a fraud ])ractised in the calculation of the 26 February 1836

expense of bringing wheat from Dantzic to London of 0*. to 8s. a quarter; instead

of our average being G4s. our average comes to 5()S. or 58s., in consequence.

968. What is the nature of that frauil to which you refer?—I suppose the

improper information furnished to Government ; but that I cannot speak to ; but
the freight and exi>enses were calculated at Vis., and several of my friends proved

it was to be obtained for (is. Then the foreign corn, I conceive, should pay a

duty on its arrival, and never be under 20s. ; the average should be taken from

the groMer oidy. We consider that as soon as the wheat gets at a fair price the

farmer has no protection ; we think that the sliding scale should never go below
20s. I mean to say, in short, that Government might as well have had 20s. duty

as Is. duty ever since the law was passed, and not increase the price of corn.

969. You mean that there should never be a less duty than 20s., let the price

be what it will ?—Yes, at any rate it should stand at 20s. duty ; from 64s. to 80s.

or 74s. at any rate. Whenever it comes to a fair price the farmer is stripped of

his protection, and stands on just the same ground as men in Poland, or in other

foreign countries.

970. The moment the corn begins to rise, down go the duties ; is not the fall

too rapid ?—A great deal too rajiid.

971. Is not the effect of that fall to give to the country the benefit of good
harvests, and to throw the loss upon the farmer of the bad ones ?—Yes ; I consider

that if the 20s. was not always continued, it should stand a certain time, say from COs.

to 80s., or from 64s. to 74s. ; but what we complain of is, that it goes up to a certain

height, then it tumbles down immediately ; that is a very serious injury, that it draws
away the capital from our market to the foreign corn. Foreign corn is allowed to

go into Jersey and Guernsey, and even into Canada, and they can practise this fraud

to a great extent ; I do not know whether it is practised, but the whole growth of

those places may be sent into the British market, and they may turn round and
buy any quantity of corn where they please, and then send the whole of their

growth to this coimtry ; this very corn may be transferred into our market, where
it is now chargeable with about 40s. duty. If it is carried across the Atlantic it

may be unloaded and loaded again, and brought in here at 5 s. ; I have no means
of knowing if this is practised, but I mention it to show the defect in the law.

972. Is there an idea prevailing that that is the case?—We suppose something

like it, for we had flour from Ireland at one time of a better quality than the

Irish could be made ; wo never had any difficulty in competing with the Irish flour

till one season ; the thing was looked into by Government, and it has not occurred

since.

973. In what year was,that?—I have not got the date of the year.

974. Is Irish flour in general as good as English?—Certainly not.

975. This flour was better than the Irish flour?— Yes.

976. Is the American flour better?—Yes ; but not so much better as flour from
the Dantzic wheat.

977. Have you any other complaint to make of the com laws ?—Only that

flour is not protected as it ought to be ; there is no protection for the manufacturer

of flour.

978. The American flour is much higher dried than the English?—Yes; the

wheat undergoes the process of kiln-drying before it is ground.

979. How does that answer?—It is stronger, and suits the bakers better.

980. The speculation being in foreign corn is an injury to the English corn-

grower?—It is.

981. Would not that be prevented if the warehousing system was knocked up?
—Yes.

982. Do not you think it would be beneficial if the averages were taken in

Ireland as well as in this country?—Yes, and from the farmer. Some say it is

not possible to take it from the farmer, but I can see no difficulty in it ; I have

been in the habit of purchasing from farmers, and sometimes from merchants who
buy often, and then tliey will sell to us again ; if that is the best corn it happens

perhaps to be sold five times over, that is, returned five times into the Government
accounts, and carries the amount very far beyond what the farmer receives.

9 S3. All that the fixrmer wants is, that the foreign corn should be totally

excluded, is not it?—No ; I do not ask that in my proposition.

464. G 3 984. Your
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Mr. John Leiein. 984. Yoiir complaint is, that the foreign corn is received in that manner which

you think prejudicial to the English farmer?— Yes.
26 February 1836. 1)8,5. If it can be shown to you that it is not let in at all, then all the objec-

tions you make against the corn laws Avould fall to the ground, would they not?

—No.
q86. Can the Legislature do more than not let it in at all?— I apprehend it

cannot prevent what I have mentioned, that it is not in the power of the Legislature

to do it.

98 7. If it was proved to your satisfoction that the foreign corn is not let in at

all, then all your difficulty about the different averages, whether they are taken

in one manner or another, falls to the ground, if it does not come in at all ?

—

I apprehend that is impossible ; how can any one satisfy me, when it is quite

impossible that corn never was returned nor bought in any way to be ascertained.

988. Is it possible you cOiild be injured by the state of the corn laws, if it

were shown to you that for several years past the foreign corn has not come in at

all ; is it not then immaterial in what manner the averages are regulated ?—I do

not clearly understand the question. I mean to contend, that the corn that was

brought into this country in 1828 and in 1831 has an effect upon the market at

this moment, and that the quantity of corn brought in at those ])articular times

drove so much of our English corn out of the market ; a good deal of that has to

come in the third or fourth following year.

9 89. You think that the importations in 1828 and 1831 are the causes; do you

mean that in those years the very good prices occasioned corn to be sent over, and

which comes now into our markets ?—No, I say it comes in and prevents so much
of ours being consumed ; consequently ours is kept back and comes from time to

time to market, and thus corn is kept in hand ; but that the farmer, instead of

bringing out his corn in September, brings it out in the next July ; it goes step

by step.

990. Do you recollect the years 1829, 1830 and 1831 ?—Yes.

991. Those were years of bad crops?—Yes.

9(j2. Was there any considerable stock remaining in hand at the end of those

years ?—We have no means of ascertaining how much.

993. Cannot yon, as a miller and farmer, recollect whether there was or not a
considerable stock in hand at the expiration of those years ?—There was not a great

stock in either of those years.

994. If there was no considerable stock in either of those years, and it can be

shoMii there is no foreign wheat now selling in the market, and has not been for

years past, how do you make out that it is the foreign wheat which has come into

the market?—A great deal has come in, in the way I have before described, that has

never come into the market at all.

99.5. If there is foreign wheat which is now coming into the market, can you
state where it is ?—No ; I do not say that any man can ; we can only speak from
the circumstances.

996. Can you give information of any person who could show if foreign corn

really comes from Ireland clandestinely ?—No, if I could I should take some
trouble to ascertain it.

997. There is a suspicion that it does, is there not ?—Yes, to a certain extent

;

I do not think there is any suspicion now, but that there was at the time I

speak of.

998. From what point do you suppose the foreign corn came to Ireland ?—We
supposed it to be Dantzic, because the quality was so superior.

- 999. You seem to think that injury is done to the English grower by the fact

of foreion corn 1)eing warehoused in this country ; is not the injury done when
foreign corn is brought into actual consumption ; supposing the corn to be ware-

housed, is there a difference between its being warehoused in London, or its being

warehoused at Calais, or any where on the opposite coast of France, provided it

can at any time be brought into the market ; is it not the same thing where it is

warehoused?—No, I do not consider that; the duty can be paid, and it can be

taken out of the granary to-morrow ; and if it were at Hamburgh or other places

it would require a month.

louo. Are you aware that it can come over from the coast of Flolland in one

tide ?—Not quite so quick ; they have to send vessels over for it.

1001. Are you aware that it can l)e lirought from the coast of Holland to tlie

London market as cheaply and as ra])idly as from your market at Woodbridge ?

—

I sliould
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I should tbiuk not quite so quick as tliat ; I liuve a vessel goes backwards and ^jr. John Lnvin.
forwards.

1002. How near do you make it from Woodbridge to the port of London?—It 26 February 1836.

seldom goes in less than four days, but the vessels in general come once a month,
taking tlie year.

1003. What time does it take, upon the average?—The traders keep regular

voyages ; one loads this Aveek, another the next week, and so on, and that week
month they are ready to load again ; they come up in a fortnight and go back in a

fortnight.

1004. If it can be proved that it can come from Flushing in half that time, can
there be any difference as to the market in London, from whence the wheat is to

come in the one case and the other, whether it comes from Flushing or from
Woodbridge ?—Yes, because there is an order to send a vessel to fetch it ; if corn

is bought out of warehouse here, it can be had the day after ; if it is bought at

Hamburgh, it cannot be had for a month ; and a great portion of foreign corn is

speculated for in Hamburgh.
1005. Supposing that you were not to warehouse it in London, but could ware-

house it on the opposite coast Just as cheap, can there be any difference to the

English grower of corn, whether it is lodged in one place or the other?-—I appre-

hend that is impossible ; if a speculator brings it to Holland, he must ship it again

to London ; if he brings it into a London warehouse, it is here, and it must come
into this port.

1 006. There would be a considerable risk from storaiy weather in bringing over

corn in those vessels, would there not ?—Yes, there is a risk attending that ; there

are 24 vessels now lying wrecked within four miles of Lowestoft.

1007. If the corn was warehoused at Hamburgh, it Avould not so readily get into

consumption as if it were Marehoused in the river Thames?—No, it would not.

1008. Would the English corn-merchant so readily speculate in corn ware-

housed on the Continent as he would in corn warehoused in this country ?—No,
certainly not.

1 009. You have stated that the last four years have been years of good crops ?

—Crops of wheat alone. I do not consider them so good as to reduce the price

to the level at which it is without other causes.

icio. The farmer has been distressed?—He has,

1011. Tlie vears 1829, 1830 and 1831, were all ofthem bad crops ?—They were.

1012. Was the condition of the farmer better or worse then?—Not better, but

the same ; they were sinking and falling fast for eight years.

1013. Do you think that his condition is worse now than it was in 1829, 1830

and 1831 ?—About the same, on the average.

1014. ^^ou do not tlunk he is in a ^worse condition now than he was from 1828

to 1831 ?—Yes, I think he has been gradually sinking; the seasons have been all

gradually sinking ones to the fanner for the last eight years ; he has been sinking

from crops the firet four, and bad prices the last four.

1015. Taking the whole into your view, has it been a more losing concern to

you during the years of good crops, or during the four anterior ones of bad crops ?

—I have lost more ; my soil is rather dry, and has been seriously injured by the

last warm seasons, which have benefited some others.

101(3. Woodbridge is your town?—Yes, the nearest.

1017. Have you country banks in that town ?—Yes.

1018. Since when have they ceased to issue any small notes ?—In 1829, 1 think.

1019. Did they issue up to 1829?—I do not think there were many; the last

three or four years they began to draw them in.

1020. You said that when the currency was expanded one yeai-, that you thought

your condition was better ; what expansion of the currency took place to which

you refer ?—I did not mention one in particular, but every expansion of the cur-

rency from 1796 always raised the price of our corn.

1021. You attribute such an altered price of corn to the altered state of the

currency ?—I consider that one of the causes.

1022. How comes it that in 1829, 1830 and 1831 you had the prices of wheat,

which you say averageil at about 8s. Gd. a bushel, and those have fallen to 45. Qd.

a bushel ; was that owing to any corresponding alteration in the state of the cur-

rency in your neighbourhood ?- -I do not know that it was. The former price of

the four years, 1828, 1829, 1830 and 1831, was in consequence of a short quantity

of com coming to market.

464. G 4 1023. So
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Mr. John Leuin. 1023- So that the reduction of price has been influenced by the more or less

supply of the article, and not by the state of the circulation ?—No, I do not say

26 February 1836. that ; it was for part of this winter. There has been no capital working to take

off the extra com that comes in. As millers, we want a certain quantity of corn,

but if there is twice as much wheat in tlie market, there is no speculation to any

extent A\"ith cajiital to take it off, which there used to be in former years, when the

circulating medium m ent to a greater extent.

1 024. bo you not find that whenever there is a foil in prices, there is always

capital for speculation ?—Yes, there is always a time, as lately, when a great deal

of money is locked up. In large towns, like London and Liverpool, as soon as

those parties who are great speculators consider that it has got to its lowest price,

they begin to speculate, but unless they find that small streams of money are

flowing into the small channels as well as others, they turn round, and, finding there

is no one speculating to take it off their hands, they stop.

1025. In the last three or four weeks, there has been something of a disposition

to speculate, has there not ?—Yes.

1026. When there is in your neighbourhood an opinion that prices are about to

rise, is there any difficulty in getting capital for the purposes of buying ?—Yes,

I should say there is, generally speaking.

1027. Does not that want of capital arise rather from the impression that the

article is not a good one to speculate in than any thing else ?—No, there is always

money to be had by the large speculators, but small buyers have not the means.

1028. When you speak of the contraction and expansion of the currency, do

you apply that to the more or less issue of country notes ?—No, I apply it to all

paper currency ; the extension of the Bank of England regulates that and all

others.

1029. Have you watched the alteration of the Bank circulation?—I have, at

many different times.

1030. You think' that the alteration of prices in your neighbourhood has had

something to do with the Bank circulation?— I am quite satisfied of that fact;

when they have been extended our prices have got up, and when they have been

contracted our prices have gone down ; it is not that alone, but that has in some
measure regulated it.

1031. The extension of bank notes and of other notes?—Yes; if the Bank of

England extends, the country banks do the same ; and if the Bank of England

contracts, the country banks do the same.

1032. Do you mean that you have looked to the ])rices of corn and the extent

of the Bank of England circulation, and that you have found a corresponding

connexion between the one and the other ?—Just so. I have watched for 20 years

past,—before the end of the war, and from the end of the war. Whenever the

operation has arisen, I have always said things must be guided by it ; and I have

been complimented years afterwards by its being said, " You said, such a year,

such and such must be the case, and it has been the case."

1033. You have been complimented upon your sagacity upon those occasions?

—Yes.
1 034 . Supposing that to be the moving cause, we should infer that when the

prices have been very low there has been on the part of the Bank of England

and the country bankers a contraction of paper ?— Generally speaking.

1035. Do you ascribe the prices to that as being the sole cause?—No, by no

means.

1036. If there is more wheat in the market than is wanted, that Avill be a

cause ?—Certainly.

1037. What are your prices of barley?—Our prices of barley have varied from

I85. to 325. a quarter.

1038. Have you had it as low as 95. a coomb?— Yes; in the month of No-
vember there were several samples shown me by farmers that could not get more

than 9s., in Woodbridge Market.

1039. Barley of last year?—Yes.

1040. Not barley of good quality ?—-No. The farmers in the county of

Suffolk supposed they had got a very excellent quality of barley, but when they

came to have it threshed, they did not find it so generally.

1041. What is now the jirice of good malting ))arley?—Thirty-two shillings a

quarter ; I dare say from 285. to 32s. prime samples ; the chevalier barley is the

favourito barley with us now.
1042. As
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1042. As a farmer you consider that a fair price, do not you?—No, at Mr. John Leom.

the end of four years' bad crops I reckon that any thing less than 40s. would

be low. 26 February 1836.

1043. Any thing under 40 s. you consider not a fair price for barley?—Yes,

after four years' bad crops.

1 044. IIow do you consider meat at present ?—I am sorry to say I am fattening

beef now for the London market that will cost me Is. a pound, and mutton must

cost as much, for we lost our feed in the marshes last sunmier, and all oiu- white

turnip crop, most part of our Swedish turnips, and a portion of our mangel-

wurzel.

1045. Are not the prices of meat, on the whole, fair average prices?—Certainly

not, according to the feed ; if we had had full crops of vegetable food, the present

prices would have been high.

1046. Neither the prices of barley nor meat satisfy you as a farmer?—^They

do not pay me ; I am out of pocket with both ; I should be satisfied if I had a

profit.

1047. Is the price of wool satisfactory?—Yes, I consider that very fair.

1048. How do you conceive the currency to operate upon prices, that it should

touch the price of wheat and not at the same time the price of other articles ?

—

It touches every other article, as far as I see..

1049. If the price of produce is, as you suppose, affected by something taking

place in the currency, how is it it affects wheat and not other articles ?—Because

"wheat has been a full crop and the others have not.

1050. It is the crop, if that is the case, and money does not affect it?

—No, I do not admit that ; one affects it in one way and the other in the

other. ,

1051. The currency will affect all articles, unless there is some countervailing

cause in respect to particular articles?—Yes, it will.

1052. You have been asked as to corn coming fi-om the Continent ; supposing

iiO com to have come from the Continent and to have been brought into consump-

tion for the last two years, if there has been a great increase of com from Ireland

will not that do the same mischief here ?—Certainly. I have always contended

that if the poor of Ireland have not the means of consuming their produce,

and living better, our poor must be reduced to the same level. We both

grow corn for the same market ; and I consider the allotment system and

the Poor Law to be two steps to bring our poor down to their state. The
allotment grows the potatoes; the man is obliged to sell his corn to pay

his expenses, and he has his potatoes left; the Poor Law gives him no

relief, and he consequently must live upon his potatoes, as they do in Ireland.

1053. Are you speaking of the allotment system in Ireland ?- -No, here.

1054. If com be considerably cheaper in Ireland than it is here, and if it has

free access to the English markets, will not that bring down the English

com to the Irish price ? —It has done so for the last 20 years, in some

measure.

1055. Have you watched the effect of the beer-shop system in your part of

the country ?—Not much ; our poor have not been in a state to encourage the

beer-shops of late.

1056. If the allotment system is only carried to the extent of sending the

garden produce to market, or the feed of a cow, in that case should you tliiuk

that it was injurious either to the labourer or to the farmer?—No ; the allotment

system enables the poor men to grow their own potatoes, whereas they used to buy

them. All respectable persons in country villages grow their own vegetables, and

they, the poor, have no means of selling any vegetables ; they grow half wheat

and half potatoes, and sell the wheat.

1057. You think one of the effects of the allotment system is, that the labour-

ing classes have grown more potatoes and consumed less corn ?—Yes.

1058. Do they keep pigs?—Yes, in some instances.

1 059. According to your experience have freeholders, occupjing their own land,

or famiers generally, suffered most in these bad times ?—I think the freeholders

occupjing their owii land ; where they have been o^raers and occupiers both, they

have iiad the landlords' losses and suffering as well as the tenants'. I happen to

have been the humble instrument of disincorporating one of those houses, such

464. H as
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Mr. John Lciiiii. ^ ^^^ "ow about to be set up and built all over the country, and my doing so was
for the benefit of the country. I was working ten years at it, after trying tlie

26 Febiuiiry 1836. experiment of the incorporation of the house for 60 years. It was tried under Act
of Parliament for 25 years, and failed, and another 25 years, and failed, and 15 more
years it was tried, making altogether 60 years ; and at the end of that time 1

showed clearly, that (from 1800 to 1824) to maintain 271 paupers in that house,

on the average of the 24 years, it cost 6s. 6d. each per week, when upwards of

1,200 cost only Is. 9d. on the average out of the,house; and above 60,000 Z. was
spent, in fact it was 78,000/. that was expended, more than if all these poor had
been in health and strength, and in full emplo}Tnent the whole time, out of that

house instead of being in the house ; and in spite of all classifying, and chaplain

and schoolmaster, the morals of the poor were much injured by the system.

1060. You are of opinion the present system of poor laws is working injuriously

to the poor ?—Dreadfully. The poor have their eyes upon me, and they have
been making all inquiries of me about this law. I think it very injurious, as

injuring the labourer very seriously in society, depressing him down, lowering his

wages ; in fact all agricultural labour, I consider, must affect this question, Inas-

much as if the fanner has the means of paying but 6s. a week instead of 12*.

a week, he must have men at 6s. a week, if it is possible to get them, and he can get

them; because I can take my horse and find 100 men at 1 s. a day, when many
men with large families are working and getting 10s. to 12s. a week : consequently

farmers in general say, " If others do, I must resort to the cheapest labour, in

the same manner." I consider that the Poor Law Bill deprives a man of

any resource but the prison, as the men call it ; they say, that if they are to be

sent to a prison, they will do something to be sent to a prison for.

1061. Is that the general opinion of your neighbours, or a peculiar opinion of

your own ?—There are many in my situation that say that it is working well by
saving their pocket, without regard to the condition of the men.

1062. Setting aside the consideration of hardship to the poor, and looking at it

as a question of fact, is it working beneficially as to any saving?— It must be saving

money to some persons ; but I am certain it will, after a time, work the other

way ; that it is impossible it can be done on this principle without increasing the

expense ultimately.

1063. Is it, in point of fact, within your knowledge that there is a saving?

—

The report is so ; but I believe the fact is not so. There are some parishes where

the expense is increasing very materially ; all the best managed parishes that kept

their poor in a proper manner before will be increased in their expenses ; some
people desire to get the system that they may save by it.

1 064. Can you mention any parish which has increased in its expenditure by the

operation of the Bill ?—I should say we have, to begin with. I am told that the

board is saving money in the village I live in ; but instead of being called on for

less, I am compelled to pay 3s. in the pound as a quarter's rate, instead of 2s. 6d.

1065. Is that for building?—No; the building is not yet fixed on.

1066. Do you pay 12s. a year?—Yes, I have paid 20s.; and since I took up
the parish matters I reduced them to 8s., with the assistance of my brother

parishioners. We reduced them from 20 s. to 12 s., and then to 8 s. ; but they

have since been from 10s. to 12s.

1067. Is that upon a fair rating ?—Yes.

1068. Upon a fair valuation of your rent?—Yes.

io6g. Is that on the actual value?—On about two-thirds of the value. The
farm I now have paid 1/. an acre for rates, and almost every labourer in the

parish was a pauper. Before we had undertaken the parish seven years there was

not an able-bodied labourer a pauper : but, under the old law, we remedied our-

selves, and set the poor free, and they all earned their bread before they ate it.

'

1070. What was the rental ?—Thirty shillings an acre.

1071 . What course did you pursue to reduce the sum*'—Constant attention and

constant employment.

T072. Did the farmers employ more people than they used ? —Yes.

1 073. Were they beneficially employed ?—No ; not to pay them. I employ

20 men, women and boys and girls, on 100 acres of land, when I might have done

with five.

1074. How
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1074. How many mon should you employ on 100 acres, aorordin^ to the usual Ux. John Ltwin.

system?—AI)ont five ; I have had '10 many times ; but oouM not have emidoyed ~ —
so many if 1 had not the millering business, in addition to my farm, in that 26 February 1836.

parish.

[The Wiiness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That tliis Committee be adjourned to Monday next, One o'clock.

Die LuncB, 29° Februarii, 183G.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

[The following Paper is delivered in by the Lord in the Chair, and read:'}

A Statement showing the respective Quantities of Hemp, Flax, Tallow, and Bristles, of
Foreign Production, consumed in the United Kingdom during the last Three Years.

Year 1833 -

- 1834 -

- 1835 -

Hemp.

C«ls.

512,623
666,096

643,168

Fla

Cwts.

1,112,190

794,272
728,144

Tall

CwU.

1,090,765
1,160,180

1.005,334

lbs.

1.823,799
1,695,108

1.542,259

Inspector General's OflBce, Custom House, London,
27 February 1836.

W. Irving.

Mr. Samuel Kendall is then called in, and Examined as follows

:

1075. YOU manage His Majesty's farms?—Yes.

1076. You are not a farmer on your o^vn account?—No, not at all.

1077. Therefore you have no interest whatever in the question now before the
Committee?—No, not any.

1078. To what extent do you farm?—We have two distinct farms; one we call

the Flemish farm, and the other the Norfolk.

1079. What quantity altogether?—About 1,300 acres.

lobo. Cultivating that quantity of land, you have had an opportunity of know-
ing whether fanning is now a profitable occupation, or not ?—I am extremely
sorry to say I give very bad accounts to His Majesty as to profits.

1081. To what is that owing?—From the low prices of corn.

1082. Are they farmed with a view to profit, or expe«mentally ?—Not at all

for experiment, nor have I attempted any thing of the kind while I have been with
His Majesty.

1083. It is in the regular course of farming?—Yes.

1084. You would farm as well for the King as for any other individual?—Yes.

1 085. You do not render it profitable ?—No ; the farms were in a very wretched
state when His present Majesty took to them ; he has had them now some few
years ; they are now getting into a better state of cultivation.

1086. Will it pay any thing like a profit now?—I hardly think it will.

1087. Would it pay any rent?—No, we could not pay any rent.

1088. That is owing to the depreciated price of produce?—Yes.

1089. What do you take to be the prices in Windsor market ?T^The wheat fluc-

tuated in that market from 81. to 121., the present year's crop.

1090. Other articles have borne better prices?—Oats and barley have borne
better prices.

1091. How is cattle ?—I do not think cattle has done much this year, the keep
has been so high.

1092. Do the prices you receive for oats and barley compensate for the loss on
wheat?—Not at all.

1093. Do you think you could pay any rent?—I do not think, at the present

prices, rent can be paid.

1094. Do you know the state of the farmers round the country?—Several of

them I know.

464. H 2 1095. What

Mr. S. Kendall.

29 February 1836.
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Mr. S. Kendall. iog5. "What is their condition?—I think they are in a very bad state, generally
speaking.

29 February 1836. 1096. Do you think they are able to pay their rents out of their profits?—Not
many of them, I think.

1097. "Wliat proportion should you say?—I should think perhaps they might
make up two-thirds of the rent.

1098. Is that generally the case, that they can only make up two-thirds of the
rent ?—I think, except in individual instances, it is impossible to do more, under
present prices.

1099. -^0 you think the capital of the farmers in your neighbourhood, so far as

you have the means of knowing, is diminished ?—There is no doubt of that.

1 1 00. Have they, in your opinion, been paying rent and other out-goings out of
their capital ?—They have paid a great deal out of their capital.

1101. They have been sacrificing property every year?—Yes, they have been
losing their property.

1102. Do you conceive that to be generally the case?—I think that is generally

the case round the country.

1103. What is the state of the poor in your county out of employ?—There
have been a great number out of employ.

1104. Do you think those persons would be employed if the produce of agricul-

ture fetched a remunerating price ?—I have no doubt they would ; there is a want
of labom* on the farms throughout the county, but, from the want of money, they

are not employed.

1 105. How far does your knowledge extend ?— I am a Norfolk man.

1 1 06. Are you acquainted with Norfolk as well as Mith Windsor ?—I am.

1107. Do the observations you have been making apply to Norfolk as well as

to Windsor?—To Windsor and the neighbourhood round. I have left Norfolk

30 years.

1108. How many miles round are you acquainted with the state of things?

—

Twenty miles round.

1109. Do you apply those observations to 20 miles round Windsor?—Nearly
that.

1110. On what description of land?—The land is very various indeed; there is

very light gravelly land and stiff clay.

iin. Have you good land?—There is some good land.

1112. Do you make a distinction between the good land and the bad ?—The
good land is much better to manage ; the tenant will do much better in managing
that, though he pays a higher rent.

1113. Even upon good land, with present prices, can he pay the present rent ?

—

I think not.

1114. Are the poor dissatisfied in that country?—They have been much.

1115. What rate of wages do they receive ?—Two shillings a day.

11 16. Have you been obliged to lower them ?—No; we think it dangerous to

reduce them.

1117. From what reason ?—The fear of damage to the property.

1118. Have there been many incendiary fires ?—There have been two fires in

our place within the last five months ; in the neighbourhood of Maidenhead.

1119. What do you think is the occasion* of the incendiary fires ?—From the

dissatisfaction among the labourers. They have no interest towards their

employers at all ; they have no energy to work an hour longer without being paid

for it, which used to be the case formerly.

1120. Are the labourers in a much worse condition now than they were for-

merly ?—I think not ; their wages were high.

1121. Can the fanners possibly continue the payment of the present rate of

wages ?—Not from the present price of corn.

1123. Would the lowering of the rate of wages produce the consequence you
refer to, of more general dissatisfaction among the labourers ?—I think it

would.

1123. Have you at all turned your mind to a consideration of what is the cause

of tlie depression ?—I feel, in my own mind, that the produce of Ireland is a great

injury to this country; both stock and corn too.

1 1 24. Have
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1124. Have you the means of knowing how much more cheaply com can l)e

produced in Ireland than it can in England?—No.

1125. You know that there are great importations of corn from Ireland ; and
you consider that these affect prices in England ?—Yes ; I have been looking at

the account of the year 1830. The produce from that country was 1 3,000,000 i.

taking cattle, linen, grain an<l butter ; all the produce from Ireland.

1 1 2G. Do you know what it was last year ?—No ; the duty upon that, if im-
ported from another country, would be 4,000,000 1.

1127. But, coming from Ireland, it pays no duty?—No, none at all.

1128. What is the state of banking in your county ?—There is very little doing
in our neighbourhood.

1 129. Can the farmers get the accommodation the farmers in former days were
in the habit of obtaining ? —Certainly not ; confidence is totally lost.

1 130. The bankers will not trust the farmers?—No ; they know they are needy,
and will not trust them.

1131. Are there any other circumstances you can state material to this inquiry ?

—

There is one thing, with respect to labour ; I am convinced the farmers are very

much injured in consequence of the men not doing the work they formerly used
to do ; three men will not do the work two used to do.

1132. What is that from?^From a disinclination towards their employers.

1133. Is that from idleness, or their not being fed?—I think it is more from
their disposition than any thing else.

1 134. Have the beer-shops done good or harm?—A very great deal of hann.
1 135. Do you think that this arises, in a great measure, from the demoralized

state produced by the beer-shops ?—Yes.

1 136. Has a bad feeling arisen, also, from their being turned out and badly fed

while they were out of employ?—Yes, in part.

1137. Is the bad feeling increasing or decreasing?—I think it is not diminished

;

there is a great deal of petty thieving going on.

H38. Do you think that the contraction of the circulating medium of the

country, by the Bill, of 1829 has had an effect ?—It has had some effect.

1139. I^ ^^ your opinion that the extension of the circulating medium of the

country would have been for the benefit of the agricultural interest ?—I can hardly

tell that ; because the farmers are so short of money, confidence is so much lost

they could not obtain that credit they otherwise would have done.

1140. Can you give any opinion why the wheat is so much lower than other

grain on the farm ?—About 10 or 12 years ago all the fen country grew
nothing but oats ; in Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire and part of Norfolk, and so

on ; and in consequence of the immense importations from Ireland they were not

able to get any price for oats ; in consequence of that all this land has been drained,

and they are now growing wheat equal to that in any part of England.

1141. They were driven to grow wheat, because the Irish drove them out of

the oat market ?—Yes ; that country is now producing wheat.

1142. You think a greater breadth of wheat is gro^vn than used to be grown
formerly ?—Yes.

1143. That is owing to the quantity of Irish oats that come into this country?

—Yes. The drainage was assisted in their doing it.

1
1 44. Do you think they would have continued to grow oats if the Irish oats

had not driven them out of the market ?—They would have done it, most pro-

bably.

1145. Is it your opinion that there is a considerable increase in the consump-
tion of potatoes ?—I think the allotment system has done away with a great deal

of the use of corn ; they eat more potatoes and meat. In going down to Sussex
last year, at one of the houses at Cranley where the coach stopped, I did not see

a piece of bread on the table; and the landlord told me that lower down
in the country I should not see any bread at all.

1146. What is the substitute?—Potatoes.

1 1 47 Are you of opinion that there are a great many more potatoes grown
now than formerly?— There are a great many grown by the labourers ; I do not

464- H 3 know

Mr. S. Kendall.

39 February 1836.
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Mr. S. Ktmltill. know that there is that quantity <;ro\vn for sale there used to be, but in conse-

quence of the allotment system there is a great deal more grown by the labom^ers.

29 February 1836. 1
1 48. Are those potatoes grown by the plough or the spade ?—By the spade, those

grown by the laboiu-ers.

1149. Do they generally consume them in their cottages, or send them to

market, or feed cattle or pigs with them ?—They feed on some, and the oftal goes

to the pigs.

1 150. Does that system prevail to a great extent?—I think it does.

1151. Was it ever the habit for the labourers to have part of a farmer's field,

and grow potatoes upon it?—No; it might be the practice where a hedge was
grublied to let the men grow potatoes upon it.

1152. The allotment system never extends to more than a quarter of an acre,

does it?—I do not exactly know the quantity to which the allotment system

extends ; in respect of the produce of wheat there is something very puzzling to

my mind.

1153. Have vou any idea whether there is still a great deal of wheat in the

farmers' hands ?—There is a great deal in Sussex ; a great deal of old wheat ; some
men are keeping three-year-old wheat in the neighbourhood of Lewes.

1154. Those are considerable farmers?—Yes.

1155. The smaller farmers cannot keep back in that way?—No.
1156. Thev are obliged to take it to market to pay their rent and taxes?

—Yes.
1 157. Does not the necessity of the smaller farmers tend to depress the prices?

—There is no doubt of that ; the same has been the case as to hay this

year ; hay has been selling at Windsor as low as 3 /. a load to the Barracks. i

1158. Wheat is rising now?—Yes, and barley going down, which is very

exti'aordinary.

1
1 50. AYhat is the reason of that ?—The maltsters say they have all done malting;

they generally malt till the middle of May.

1 160. What do you say to the malt tax; suppose that were repealed, would that

increase the consumption of barley ?—I think it might, in some instances ; but I

think that the better plan would be to let the malt be free and bonded, and to pay

no duty till it is taken out of bond ; to throw the trade comi^letely open, let it be

malted free and bonded, and then to pay duty when it is taken out for use.

1161. They pay the duty now immediately upon its being made ?—Yes ; but I

would do away Avith the excise, and all the vexations of it.

1162. Would your plan diminish the revenue?—No; I think it would

increase it.

1 163. But you would do away with the vexations of the excise ?—Yes.

1164. Have you any thing else to state?—We all know that we have got an

immense increase of the population in this country, and an overburthened produce of

wheat ; and to my knowledge the cultivation is deficient ; I cannot account for that.

1165. To what ought the consumption to be increased, supposing it 10,000,000

of quarters some 20 years ago ?—I am not prepared to answer that distinctly.

1 166. Is there more or less wheat grown in your neighbourhood than there used

to be ?—It is much about the same ; we go on one regular system.

1 167. But the produce is less ?—I think all over the kingdom that there is not

the same produce, in consequence of not going to the same ex^iense of culti-

vation.

1 168. Is there the same labour employed in its cultivation ?—I think not.

1 1 69. That arises from a surplus population being out of employment ?

—Yes.
1170. Would there be a necessity for emigration if the labourers were well

employed ?—There is emplojTnent now for them, if the prices will permit.

1171. According to your observation does distress prevail most among the

tenantry-, or among the fi-eeholders who occupy their o^vn land ?—I think it is

pressing very hard on those who are occujiying their own land.

1172. Are there many of those who have been much distressed, and have been

obliged to alienate their land ? — I do not know that there are many in my neigh-

bourhood ; but I know that the distress presses on many.

1173. Has
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1 173. Has the new Poor Law Bill liad an effect in benefiting the farmers?— It Mr. S. Kivdall.

liiis reducod the rates in many jilaces.
•

1174. In what state has it left the labourers; has it enforced from them an 29 February 183G.

e(|iuil (juantity of work ?—I am fearful the labourers have abandoned the jilace, and

many wlio are turned out of work nnist have bread, and they p;o to thieving. In

the first quota of the Windsor district tlierc is nearly 500/. saved in the quota.

1 1 75. Have any unions of parishes taken place?—Yes; and there is one in Sussex

I know very well, the jiarish of Pulborough, where, under the new P(jor Law, they

have been saving, coni])aring the month of January 1835 and the month of Janu-

ary 183G, 14G/. in the month.

1 176. How has tlie saving been effected ?— From the poor having been driven

away.

1177. When that system is equally established all over the country, where

must the poor go to?—They must come back.

11 78. Are there not some districts in England where there is a scarcity of

hands, such as Lincolnshire ?— I know nothing of that district; the railroads have

taken up a good many, but that is only a temporary thing.

1 1 79. Is it not the case in your neighbourhood that many are on the Great

Western Railway ?—No ; it has not commenced in our neighbourhood yet.

1 180. Do you believe there will be an alteration in the quantity of wheat sown,

from the low prices?— I think it is very probable persons may turn their attention

to that which pays better.

1181. Have any experiments been made in the introduction of other corn on

the land on which wheat has been used to be grown ?— I am trying the experi-

ment on our Flemish farm, and making a fallow for barley ; it is very stiff land.

1182. What sort of barley shall you sow?—The common barley.

1183. Have you had many bankruptcies among the farmers in your neigh-

bourhood?—Not many in the neighbourhood of Windsor.

1184. Have many farmers been totally ruined already, owing to the present

state of things ?—There is no doubt many have ; many have left the country, and

gone to America. A man from Norfolk came to my place tlie other day ; he is

going to America, with his family, being driven by distress.

1185. When you say that many of the labourers now eat meat and potatoes

instead of bread, do you suppose an equal quantity of land is exhausted in pro-

viding that kind of food as when they eat more bread ?—No ; that is one thing

which I consider has reduced the price of wheat, for there is not that quantity

of wheat consumed which there was formerly, by those who used to eat only

bread.

1186. In those gardens which produce potatoes, a part of which were applied to

the sustenance of pigs, which become the food of the labourers, will an equal

quantity of land be exhausted by producing tliat food as there would if they had

been fed more largely with wheat ?— No ; those persons will have manure, and

dress that land, and raise their potatoes.

1 187. Do you think one effect of this different mode of their being fed is that

there will be less manure for the wheat land or the farmers' land ?—I do not think

it will have any effect upon that, it is in so small a compass.

1188. In so far as that goes that system will produce more manure than the

wheat-growing system ?—However that would be it must go to the general cul-

tivation.

1 1 8g. Do you think that the allotment system has tended very much to improve

the situation and condition of the labouring classes, by giving them more comfort ?

—I think it has ; I think that the labouring man is now exceedingly well off.

J 190. Do not you think that half an acre of potatoes would last a family much
longer as food than half an acre of wheat ?—Yes.

1191. As long again ?—I should think it would.

\_The Witness is directed to withdraw.
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Mr. 5. Kendall. The following Paper, prepared bj/ Mr. Jacob, by ilie direction of the Committee,.

is delivered in by the Lord in the Chair, and read

:

29 February 1836.

Secllons.
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1 198. Are you a director of a joint-stock bank in that county?—I am. Mr. Evan David.

1 199. How long have you been a farmer?—I have been a farmer since 1812

on my own account. 29 February 1836.

1200. Wore you cmph)yc?d in af^riculture before you were engaged on your

own account?— I was; my ftither farmed before me ; I was brouglit up to it.

1201. How long can you speak to the state of agriculture in this country?

—

I have a statement of the profits and expenses of farming a farm of 650 acres

at present, in 1813, and from my fatlier's accounts I am enabled to give it in 1790.

1202. From that time to the present?—From 1812 I can speak of my own
knowledge.

1203. What is the state of farming in your county?—Very much distressed;

the capital of the tenantry has been gradually reducing for the last 10, 12, or

15 years.

1 204. Have those farmers of whom you have been speaking, whose capitals

you say have been reduced, managed their estates well?—They have not, from

want of means.

1205. Have they been skilful industrious persons?—Decidedly so, generally

speaking.

1 206. Their estates were not well managed only in consequence of their dimi-

nished means ?—Just so.

1207. To what district of country do you speak?—^The Vale of Glamorgan, an

extent of about 40 miles long and 15 or 20 wide.

1208. That includes a great deal of good land, and perhaps some bad?—The

chief part of the Vale of Glamorgan is considered as good land.

1209. Though good land, do you find the tenants distressed as well as those on

the bad ?—^They are ; and rather more so in the vale than in the hill district.

1210. For what is the hill used ?— Chiefly for grazing land ; for sheep

pastures.

1211. You do not think that the cattle farmers are suffering so much as the

corn farmers ?—They are not.

1212. Will that induce farmers to cease cultivating the land for agricultural

purposes, and use it for sheep farms?—I believe it will.

1213. What eflfect will that have upon the emploj-ment of labour?—It will no

doubt diminish the employment of labour.

, 1214. How are your labourers off" for present employment?—They are at pre-

sent better employed than they have been, in consequence of the improved price

of corn.

1215. Before the price of corn was improved, what was the state of the employ-

ment of labour in your county ?—We had in many cases a surplus, which was a

burthen to the parishes.

1216. Were they in a good condition and well disjosed?— They were not ill

disposed in Glamorgan.

1217. Have you had many fires ?—No.

1218. What is the rate of wages in your county?—Abut 10s. a week.

1219. Do you consider that, at the present prices, your farmers can pay those

wages?—I do not.

1220. What would be the eflfect upon the labourers of reducing the price of

wages ; would they be so well disposed ?—I think not ; it would have an injurious

effect.

1221. Would it be dangerous to do it ? - Yes, in some degree.

1222. Whether dangerous or not, the rate of labour must be reduced, unless the

prices can be raised ?— It is impossible to cultivate corn at the present rate of

prices and expense, and pay a fair rent to the landlord.

1223. Have the rents of land in your county been reduced ?—Very much, in

some instances.

1224. How much should you say ?—There are two farms in my own parish

which were formerly let for 240/., they are now let for 110/. Another instance

of reduction in rent in an adjoining parish, on two farms, from 800/. to 500/.

Another farm purchased some years ago for 8,000/., it was formerly let at 350/.,

and now it is offered for 250/.; it is at present in the hands of the proprietor.

Another estate, which was purchased about 1811 for 42,000/., the proprietor has

laid out 30,000/. in building, farm-yards and other agricultural improvements, and

it is now offered for sale at 37,000/.
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Mr. Evan David.

29 February 1836,

12
-2
J. Do you know any other lands in that country -wliicli have been solil at

the same mte ?—There are other cases, but I cannot at present recal to my mind
any.

1226. Wiiat is the state of the small gentry in the country; are they in as

much distress as farmers ?—They suffer from the low price of produce, and com-
plain that they are not paid their rents regularly.

1227. Can the tenants pay those reduced rents?—Tlierc has been so great a

loss of capital among the tenantry they cannot. I could enumerate the names of

25 farmei-s within 10 miles or 12 miles of me, whose losses have been u])wards

of 40,000^. ; fomiers from 200 to 500 acres of land.

1228. In how many years have they been contracting that loss?—Within the

last 12 or 15 years; a great proportion of them are insolvent, from one-third to

half; and these losses altogether amount to that sum or upwards.

1229. In what condition are gentlemen who have settlements on their estates

made on families ?—They are in a very unpleasant situation ; where j)roperties

were charged with ])ayments during the high rents and the high prices of provisions,

the rents are now barely sufficient to pay those charges.

1230. When they are charged with papnent for the younger branches of

families ?—Yes.

1231. The farms are not now equal to the payment of those charges?—No, in

some instances they are not.

1232. You have, you say, an account of the management of a farm for a certain

number of years ; will you have the goodness to produce that account ?—I have
here a statement of the comparative expense attending cultivation in 1790, 1813
and 1835, on a farm in Glamorganshire.

1233. What is the size of the farm ?—Six himdred and fifty acres.

1234. Did you make out that account yourself?—I did; I have taken the

average of three years preceding 1790, three years preceding 1813, and three years

preceding 1835. I have enumerated .the different items of expense, which I will

read, if the Committee wishes. In 1813 labour was 44 per cent higher than in

1835, and in 1790, lower by 33 per cent, than in 1835; carpenters' work was 66
per cent, higher in 1813 than in 1835, and 43 per cent, lower in 1790 ; smiths' work
26 per cent, higher in 1813, 43 per cent, lower in 1790 ; saddlers' work, 26 per

cent, higher in 1813 than in 1835, and 36 per cent, lower in 1790 ; thatchers' work
57 per cent, higher in 1813, and 73 per cent, lower in 1790 than in 1835. Tliey

are the different expenses to which the farmer is liable, and the proportions they

bore at different periods ; the difference in parochial rates is still greater, as my
accounts will show.

1235. You made out that account from your own books and your father's?—

I

did.

[T7ie same is delivered in, and read, and is as follotos :]

TABLE, No. 1.

A Statement of the Comparative Expenses attending Cultivation in the Years 1790, 1813

and 1835, on a Farm in Glamorganshire.
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Carpenters' work.

Oak timber

Ash and elm
Hire -

Smiths' work.

Horse-shoes

Removing ditto

Repairing ploughshares

Journevmen -

Saddlers' work.

Set of harness

Horse collars

Mules' bridles

Hire and diet

per foot

ditto

per day

each

per day

Tlirec Years
iidingiii 1835.

- each

per day

Thatchers' work.

Thatching - - per square

Hire . - - per day

Masons' work
Walling - - . per perch

Pitching - - per yard

Hire ... per day

Hurdles ... per dozen
Sacks.... ditto

Rates and taxes.

Poor-rates - . per acre

Highway-rates - ditto

Assessed taxes - ditto

Land.tax - . ditto

County-rates - ditto

Agistments - - ditto

Church-rates - ditto

Property.tax . ditto

Household expenses.

Sundries ....
Shoemaker.

Men's shoes - - per pair

Paupers' ditto - . ditto

Men's boots . . ditto

Journeymen's wages - per day

Average

of

Three Years
endinginl8l3

1 G

3 -

5 -
C -

3 -

3 -
2 6

» 3
- 4
3 -

16 -

40 -

9 -

7
-

35 -

3 G

Average
of

Three Years
riidiiigiQl790,

1813

higher than

1835.

Averajte

2 -

4 -

Average

Go -

7 -

7 6

3 6

Average

3 6
3 6

Average

1 G
- 5

3 6

Average

24 -

54 -

4 4
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TABLE, No. 3.

Annual Produce of 650 Acres, as per contra.

Mr. Evan David.

2g February 1836.

STOCK and CROP.
Average Value for Three Ye

ending 1835.

Average fur Three Years,

ending 1813.

Average foi

endii

Three Years,

g 1790.

70

100

250
110

100

4
30
30

Of Wheat Bushels.

22 Bushels per acre 2,420
Seed and small - 380

2,040

Of Barley

40 Bushels per acre 2,800
Seed and small - 280

2,520

Of Oats consumed.
Of Potatoes

60 Sacks per acre - 720
Seed and waste - 120

600

Fat sheep sold, 72 lbs. each

Sheep shorn
j

wool 1

Lambs ditto f 59 stones /
Head of fat cattle, 800 lbs."l

each . - - /

Cows, milked ...
Cheese, being per lb. -

Butter, ditto ...
Ewes, milked ...
Horses sold ...
Pigs sold - . . -

Tons of hay - - -

Total Produce
Expenses -

Balance for rent, inte

rest of capital and
superintendence

5 G

- 3 6

- 3 6

- -
7

1 12 -

- - 5

- 5
- 10

10 -

15 -

15 -

s. d. £.

561

441 -

105 -

210 -

94 iC

200 -

128 -

50 -
60 -

52 10

82 10

1,984 16

1,231 12

753 4 -

5 6

- - 9

1 12 -

12 - -

- 1 3
- 14 -
25 - -

3 10 -

4 - -

s. d.

1,224 - -

693

240 - -

270 - -

94 16 -

300 - -

192 - -

£. s. d.

- fi 3

3 3

- 6 -

- - 4j

- 16

- - 3i

7 - -
- -

4i
- - U

70 -
100 -
105 -

120 -

II -
1 15
2 -

3,408 16

1,635 2

1.773 14 -

£. s. d.

637 10 -

409 10 -

180 - -

135 - -

47 8 -

135 - -

112 - -

40 -

44 -

52 10
60 -

1,852 18

792 8

1,060 10 -

1 236. What was the rent at the different periods ?—I have said nothing about

rent ; being desirous only of showing the surplus remaining for rent, interest of

capital, and superintendence, at those different periods.

1237. Do you suppose the same amount of produce in each year?—Yes; I have

supposed the farm to be cultivated in the same manner.

1 238. You do not allow an increased quantity on the land in consequence of any

improvement in cultivation ?—No.

1239. How do you account for the depreciation of prices ?— I believe it arises

from a combination of causes; all I can say is, that we have been lowering.

From about 1820 or 1821 to the present time, prices have been coming down
gradually.

1240. Has there not been a rise during all that period?—In 1825 and 1826

there was a considerable advance for some time, and things were better.

1241. Were the crops good or bad during that time ?—Not much better than

usual.

1 242. Do you attribute that at all to the extension of the circulating medium in

1825 ?—I do. My opinion is, that the increased circulating medium at that time

produced an increase of price.

1 243. You attribute part of the present state of agricultural distress to the

resumption of cash payments in the year 1819 ?—^That is my opinion.

1 244. You think that if there is an extension of the circulating medium there

will be a rise of prices ?—Yes.
1 245. State all the causes of the present depressed prices ?—Probably another

cause is the great import of corn from Ireland, and our unequal competition with

the Irish grower,

464. 1
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Mr. Evan David. 1 246. Has there been a greater importation of corn from Ireland than in former

years?—From the information I have obtained, I have no doubt there has been a
29 ! ebruary 1 836. greater importation from Ireland.

1 247. HoAY do you know there has been a greater importation from Ireland ?

—From published returns ; the Custom House returns.

1 248. Your account is of the same farm ?—Yes ; 1)ut I occupy more than my
father did.

i24q. You have not added that, which is an addition to the basis of your com-

parison ; this professing to be a statement of your present out-goings as compared

with the former, you have calculated upon the same surface ?—Yes ; it is fomided

on the first statement, or Table, No. 1.

1250. It has reference to the same number of acres being cultivated for the

same kind of corn ?— Supposing the same quantity of labour being bestowed upon
it, and producing the same crop.

1251. Since 1790 has there been no increase in the relative quantity of arable

land in your neighbourhood ?—That I cannot speak of from my own knowledge

;

but for the last 10 years I can speak to the quantity of corn produced in our

country, generally.

1252. Is it your belief that there is more converted into arable since the year

1790?—I believe there is.

1253. You think that since 1790 there is more land in arable in that fann than

there was in the year 1790 ?—I have no doubt of it.

1254. Consequently the present expenditure of labour on that farm would

exceed that of 1790, ccetcris jjaribusl—Undoubtedly.

1255. Then to make your comparison of the farm a fair comparison, some cor-

rection ought to be introduced to that effect ?—Yes ;
probably a small allowance

might be made for improved management.

1 256. If you have more in arable now than you had, should not that be stated ?

—I have supposed that ifthe farm was managed in the same manner in 1790 as it

is now, the same quantity of labour would cost the amount I have stated, the

same number of bushels of wheat would produce that amount, and so on. The
produce now per acre is something increased, but not to any great degree ; but,

supposing the same system I now pursue was then pursued, it would produce

the result I have stated. If I am asked as to any supposed improvement in the

system of husbandry, I shall be happy to give the Committee all the information

I can.

1257. You state that there is rather more in arable now than there was in

1790 ?—Yes.
1258. Is there no improvement in your country in the quality of stock and wool ?

—There is an improvement in the stock.

1259. The same quantity of sheep will produce more pounds of wool, and of a

better quality ?—Yes ; there is an improvement in stock, cattle, sheep and pigs.

1260. Is your mode of ploughing and your course of cropping precisely the

same as it Avas in 1790 ?—There is also an improvement no doubt in the cultiva-

tion of the soil, and I am well aware that there has been effected a very great

improvement in the machinery of the country since 1790; but it is a very diffi-

cult thing in the cultivation of the soil to avail ourselves of that improvement in

machinery.

1261. Are you to be understood that in drawing those comparisons from an

abstract calculation, when you come to apply it to the same identical surface of

land, that land will produce more corn, it will produce more wool, it will produce

better wool, being cultivated under a better course of cropping, and therefore,

ccBteris j)nrihu.% there must be a greater surplus in the shape of rent than there

would be in the year 1790 ?—IVly belief is, as I stated before, that there is a

greater produce, but not equal to our increased expenses.

1 262. Notwithstanding all these improvements, still they cannot pay rent, and

are distressed ?—Yes.

]2!r5. At tlie period of 1790 machinery \vas not so much introduced generally

throughout the country, and the great body of agricultural labourers throughout

the
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the country and their wives an<l eliildren heini^ employed in s])iiiiiin^, was not '^U. Evan "David.

tliere a j>;reater sum received amon^- tlie family ?-—These families have not the

same o])i)ortiniity as they liad formerly of earning somethinp^. As I stated before, 29 February 1836.

on the cultivation of the soil we cannot avail ourselves of that great improvement

which has taken i)lace in the machinery of the country. We mow our hay with

the same scythe, and reap our corn with the same lK)ok as we did 40 years ago;

and it costs us 30 jier cent, more, while the imjirovement in machinery has

enabled the manufacturer to accomplish jjerhaj^s filty times as nuich work with

the same number of hands now as he formerly did, which enables him to sell his

articles at a lower rate with a ])rofit. I might have also added that corn is

threshed % the same flail ; some improvement has been effected in the plough,

but none in the drag and harrow ; our carts and waggons are also nuich the

same.

1264. Whatever the comparative state of agriculture, with respect to trade or

manufacture, what is the comparative' state of agriculture in 183G, com])ared with

what it was in 1790?— I would say it was certainly much better in 1790; it left

a greater surplus for rent.

\'i^S- Do you mean that, notwithstanding these many imjn'ovements, the cir-

cumstances of the times do not allow you to avail yourself of those improvements ?

—Certainly not ; the expenses have increased so much, Avhilc the price of produce

is diminished.

1266. Though since 1790 the course of cultivation has been different, and there

has been more arable land than before, has the state of the farmer himself been

a more or less prosperous condition ?—Decidedly less prosperous.

1267. Are your women so well employed now as they "were formerly, before the

machinery was employed ?—No, they are not.

1268. Thev used to spin by the road-side?—-Yes.

1269. They used to weave the woollen?—Yes; they were in general clothed

with clothes of their own making.

1 270. That is all made in tlie towns now ?—Yes.

1271. Has that been a great injury to the agricultural population ?—I believe

that it has taken away a great deal of useful labour from them.

1272. Have you mentioned all the causes to which you attribute the depression

of agricultural produce ?—Those are the chief causes.

1 273. From the situation yoti are in, as the director of a bank, what do you

think would be the effect of an improved system of banking in the country ?—My
opinion is, that any measure that would tend to increase the circulation of the

country would be of benefit.

1274. Would not any measure which tended to direct the circulation from Lon-

don, and to keep it in the country, be of benefit ?—No doubt ; it all rushes up to

London ; it is in the hands of the few, not of the many.

1 275. Would not an improved system of circulation be of benefit to the farmer?

—I have no doubt it would, from my short experience on the subject.

1 276. Do you mean the joint-stock banks ?— I think they are ju-oducing a good

effect ; for they have been the means of accommodating the farmers on more

moderate terms than they were formerly by private banks.

1277. Were not the farmers suffering much from want of accommodation?—

-

I believe they were ; and if your Lordships will allow me to advert to it, although

an unpopular opinion, I would state that I believe the savings banks have produced

the evil of Avithdrawing the circulation from the country, by placing it in the

public funds.

1278. Tliey have withdrawn it from the rural districts, and placed in the public

funds ?—Yes. I have the opinions of some old farmers in the neighl)Ourhood of a

town where a savings bank was established, and they tell me, that before its

establishment they found it an easy matter to obtain accommodation from their

more saA-ing neighbours, by the loan of 20/. or 30/. at harvest or at other

times, when they were distressed ; since the establishment of the savings banks

all that money has been deposited there, and taken out of the neighbourhood.

1279. What do you think of requiring every bank to give security for their

issues?— It would be a great improvement upon the old system of private

banking.

12 bo. At present, if a person becomes a partner in a bank he is liable for all the

debts ; would not it be perfectly secure to the depositors and also to the takers of

464. I 4 notes
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Mr. Evan David, notes, if the responsibility was limited to the sum he subscribed for, provided

he paid up or gave security for that sum ?—No doubt the pajing up the amount
29 February 1836. ^j. depositing of security would be desirable; in fact any thing that would give con-

fidence to the country ; but I nuist observe that I think the required degree of

confidence is equally as well accomplished by the subscribed capital of a joint stock

company, and the depositing of further security is unnecessary.

1281. Is that accomplished if the capital is not paid up?—When the names
of parties are published and known to be responsible for the sums subscribed, the

public must be safe.

1282. In the one case you rely on the well-known credit of the party, and in the

other you rely on the capital brought in ?—No doubt.

1283. Would there be any objection to 11. and 21. notes if the bank gave secu-

rity for their issues up to the extent?—None whatever; and I believe they would
be very beneficial in England, as they are found to be in Scotland.

1 284. Are you acquainted with Scotland ?—I have never been in Scotland.

128,5. Do you think you are competent to give an opinion what effect they

would have as to coin in this country?—Not being sufficiently acquainted with the

bullion subject, I would decline giving an opinion.

1 286. Could they have any effect if those notes were immediately convertible

into bullion ?—They would not have so beneficial an effect if convertible into

bullion ; but into bank notes, as they are at present, they would be beneficial.

1287. Do you suppose it woidd be beneficial if bankers were to issue 1/. notes

and give security ?—I think it would. I beg not to be understood as recommend-
ing an inconvertible issue of 1 1, notes, but convertible into bank notes in the

country, and into bullion at the Bank of England, as at present.

1288. Do you grow much barley in the county ?—We do grow a good deal of

barley in the county.

1 2S9. What would be the effect of diminishing or taking off the duty on malt?

—

A very beneficial effect.

1 290. Would the effect be beneficial not only to the barley countries but to the

other countries ?—It would be beneficial to all ; because, when the prices of barley

increased, more barley would be grown, and less of other produce ; it would soon

improve the value of all agricultural produce.

1291. Do you find that the duty on malt has prevented the consumption ofmalt

increasing with the population?—Decidedly so. I believe it would have been

double what it now is, but for the duty.

1292. Have you manufacturing towns near you ?—We have several in Gla-

morgaiishire.

1293. Do you find that a great many of the manufacturers have their laboru-ers

living in your villages, and not in the towns in which they pay rates ?—That is the

case, in some instances.

1 294. Is it an injury to agriculture, their not being rated ?—Yes, it is. I also

believe that the manufacturers do not pay the same amount of parochial rates, in

proportion to the caj)ital and the amount of men they employ, as the agTicuI-

turists do.

1 295. Do they pay any rates, generally speaking, on their capital ?-—No ; on
capital they may not strictly be liable ; but there is a great diflSculty of rating

manufacturing projierty ; the exemption which iron mines claim from paying paro-

chial rates renders the difficulty greater.

1296 They are rated upon their warehouses and shops, but they pay no rate on

their capital ?—No ; but the property they have locally situated in the parish,

I conceive, ought to be rated, and the existence of it ought to be sufficient

evidence.

1297. Are the county-rates paid as well in the towns as in the rural villages?

—

I believe not. I happen to know a manufacturing establishment Mhere 600 per-

.sons are employed, and a capital of at least 120,000 /., and the whole amount paid

by this in poor-rates, road-rates, county-rates and land-tax is only 90/. per annum,
not Is. Gd. per cent. : while on my present occupation of 730 acres the average

number of men employed is about 25, and requiring a capital very little exceeding

4,000/.
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4,000/., my poor-rate, road-rato, county-rate, and land-tax is 185/., or rathermore Mr. Evan David.
tlian Al. 10s. per cent, on the capital employed, or sixty times as much as that

establishment pays. -19 February 1836.

1298. Have you reason to believe that that is the case all over the kingdom ?

—

Yes ; from the existing difficulty of j)ropcrly rating it.

1 299. You liave not included the tithes in that ?—No ; that will only make the

contrast still greater, because they pay no tithes ; in the recent erection of a new
gaol and house of correction in the county my contribution was 40/., and on that

establishment it was only 20/. ; if I had ])aid in the same proportion as they did,

it would have been only 16s. Sd., by taking the number of hands employed as

the criterion, as the county-rates must be increased nearly in the same ratio as the
population increases.

131^0. Is it not the same with respect to the land-tax in the towns?— I believe it

is ; there has been no adjustment of land tax for some time.

1301. The property in towns has increased, and the property in the country has
diminished ; and consequently the land-tax in the country bears a much higher

proportion to the value than the land-tax in towns ?—Yes ; the land only remains
liable according to the extent of surface, without reference to the value of the

erections on it.

1302. You say that the population employed by manufacturers exceeds the

population employed by you ; can you ascertain the proportion of wages ?—We
pay nearly the same; my wages are at present about 10s. Qd. a week; their

average is from 10s. to 12s. for day labourers.

1 303. The same average would remain if you took the wages given by them as

the criterion of their liability to pay, as you think does if 3'ou take the labouring

people employed by them?— I should say that the proper criterion is the number
ofmen employed, and the capital employed; these jointly produce the additional

charge upon the county-rates in the prosecution of felons, &c.

1 304. What description of agriculturists do you think suffer the most, the tenants

or the freeholders occuppng their o^vn land?—The freeholders occupying their

own land suffer as tenants and as landlords ; but I would observe, that as the whole

capital of the tenant consists in his stock, crop, &c., if the value of that is reduced

to half, or below his debts or engagements upon it, he becomes insolvent.

130.5. Supposing an individual, being a freeholder, occupies all his own land,

what do you think will be the comparative state of suffering of that man and a man
who is only a tenant ?—If the property is at all burthened with any charges, I

should say a small freeholder, occupying his own land, would feel it most.

1306. In point of fact, which description do you think has suffered the most in

a series of years ?—I think the tenants have suffered the most, because the land

may still remain, if not previously mortgaged, &c. ; but the capital of the tenant

may have disappeared altogether.

1307. The person who occupies his own land is more likely to charge it?—Yes;

where that has been the case he will be a greater sufferer.

1308. Has not the distressed state of agriculture had the effect of making

people farm badly, by breaking up land which they should not do, and not appljing

a sufficient quantity of manure to it ?— It has.

1309. Do not you think that the land in consequence is in a worse state in

respect of its power of producing ? —Yes, that has been going on for some years
;

I find, from recent inquiries, since I have been summoned to attend this Committee,

that the quantity of corn grown in our county is diminishing ; I have ascertained

the quantity grown in 26 parishes in the Vale of Glamorganshire, and I find that

the reduction is 13|- per cent, as compared with what it was six, eight and ten years

ago.

[Tlie Statement is delivered in, and read, and is as follows .I

^()A. K -^ Comparative
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Mr. Evan David, A Comparative Statement of Cokn grown in the following Parishes, in the County of

Glamorgan, at the under-mentioned periods.

29 February xS^d.
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such, that only a small portion of the fanners in Glamorganshire benefit by the Mr. Evan David.

increased consumption. Irish corn and corn from the ojipositc coast of Devon,

»Somersetshire and Cornwall can be conveyed to Merthyr Tydvil, the centre of our 29 February 1836.

iron manufactories, at a cheaper rate than half the farmers in Glamorganshire can

convey theirs.

1318. Have you reason to believe that much corn comes to Glamorganshire from

the Continent ?—No, I have not.

1319. From Ireland?—Yes, very large quantities.

1320. Can you speak to that point?—In Cardiff the quantity imported was

10,000 bushels in 1820*, and in 1835 it was 100,000 bushels.

1321. That includes all sorts of grain?—Yes, it is ; although chiefly wheat and

flour.

1322. What is the population of your county?—I believe about 126,000,

according to the last returns ; since 1820 it has increased, I believe, about 18,000,

or 2,000 per annum.

1323. Have your cottages generally land?—No, they have not.

1324. That increased importation into Glamorganshire has taken place recently,

tas it not ?—Since 1826.

1325. Would not that account of itself for the present deterioration of the

arable land in your district?— In some measure, no doubt it doe.s, but as some pro-

portion of our produce is exported to Bristol and other places where they have not

the facility of sending it to Merthyr, it cannot apply to them.

1326. Was not the exportation to Bristol practised at the period to which you

refer before 1820?—Probably it might; we have been in the habit of sending

from some parts of the county always to Bristol.

1327. Do you send as much to Bristol now as you did formerly?—No, we

do not.

1328. How do you account for that?—In consequence of the increased popula-

tion of our own county.

1329. Is there any other reason you can assign for the present low prices?—

I

believe another cause is the system of warehousing foreign com, called the

bonding system ; I believe that has a very injurious tendency.

1 330. Have the goodness to state how you conceive that operates to injure the

home trade ?—Because when we have a small surplus of English and Irish corn

beyond the demand, we have no outlet for it, as the i)rice of corn in England must

ever bear a higher rate than on the Continent ; when there is an excess, if ever so

small, it sometimes reduces the price to a most ruinous rate.

1331. That being got rid of at a loss renders the depression still greater ?

—

Yes, it adds to the distress of the seller. The Iwnding system encourages specula-

tion in foreign corn rather than in corn the produce of the country, and, I think,

should be improved.

1332. How do you suppose it might be improved on?— I think without giving

the foreign corn-merchant any serious cause of complaint, that when the average

price in England gets below 50s. a quarter, all foreign corn imported after that

should be made liable to the present scale of duties ; that it .should 1)e allowed to

be bonded, but charged with that duty as other foreign goods are, the duty to be

paid only when the corn is taken out of bond for home consumption.

1333. Have you any suggestions to make of improvements in the present corn

laws ?—I think the averages might be improved by requiring a greater number o^

returns.

1334. That there ought to be returns from the sellers as well as the buyers?—

.

That would be an improvement, but I think that all the principal millers and-

maltsters should be required to make returns as well as the few who attend

certain markets.

133.5. Do you think that there would be any difficulty in obtaining returns from

all millers and maltsters?— I think not, if it was left to the^ quarter sessions to

determine who should return in each county; this would double the present

quantity returned ; they should be required to make returns every week to an officer

appointed for the purpose in each countv.

1336. Should there be returns made from Ireland of the corn coming in ?—As
long as they are allowed to import corn into this country without restriction, they

should be put on the same footing in every other respect, more especially their

parochial burthens.

1337. Have you any information as to the difference of expense of growing corn

in Ireland and in England ?— I have not been in Ireland, but I have made myself

464. K 2 acquainted
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Mr. Evau Dcivid. acquainted Avith some facts from the evidence before a Committee of the House of

Commons, and I find that it is much lower. I find that the expenses of cultivating

19 Februar)- 1836. a farm of such an extent as I now farm, would be GOO I. less on two items alone in

Ireland than in Glamorg-anshire, that is, labour and poor-rate ; for I find, from the

evidence of a Mr. M'lNIahon, a gentleman who appears to be well acquainted with

Ireland, that he has often heard the labourers state there, that they would be very

happy could they receive 8d. a day for six months in the year, which I conceive is

not equal to 6 d. a day all the year round, or 3s. a week. My labour is equal to

10s. 6d. a week all the year round, more than three times as much as in Ireland :

the total I pay at present is 720/. per annum, this might be had there for 240/.

savin o- 480 /. ; my poor-rates amount to 140/. ; in Ireland there are none ; total

620/. ; besides whicli the expenses of a farmer's family are much lower in Ireland

than here. The expenses of bringing Irish corn into our market are extremely

low, from our great ex]iort of coal into that country.

13)8. Will the proposed railroads increase the facility of bringing corn from

Ireland here ?— I do not know that they would ; but the facilities of communica-

tion tend to adjust and equalize the prices of corn and other produce all over the

kingdom, and all parts should consequently be made subject to the same burthens.

I would say that, on the same principle, if the manufacturers of Yorkshire were

exempt from taxation to that degree that would enable them to get labour at one-

third the expense it is in other parts of England, that the clothiers in the west of

England and the corn-growers of the country generally would have just cause to

complain ; what I wish is, that they should be all placed upon the same level,

either by a duty on the importation, or the expenses of production equalized.

1339. Is your laud barley land?—Yes.

1 340. Of good quality ?—Yes.

1341. What is your average produce of wheat and barley per acre?—I have

averaged as much as 22 bushels of wheat and 40 of barley, but that is a high

average of barley.

1342. Are there many farms out of occupation in your neighbourhood ?—There

are some farms out of occupation ; there is one close by me which cannot be let

except at a great reduction, more than one-third of the rent it formerly let for.

1 343. Do you know what the proj)ortion the rent asked for that farm at present

would bear to the rent it paid in the year 1790?—No, I do not ; but I know this

farm has let at 350/., which is now offered at 250/.

1344. Do you imagine that that farm was let for 250/. in the year 1790?

—

That I do not happen to know ; but the landlord would not be as well off, I con-

ceive, at present with 350/. as he would at that period with 250/.

1 345. You say you employ 25 labourers ; how many acres have you in arable

land ?—Four hundred arable and 250 pasture, in the 650 upon which I have given

in the account to the Committee.

1 346. Is that the general proportion of labourers employed on a farm of that

extent ?—I believe it is. Perhaps that may exceed the average proportion in my
neighbourhood, but it does not include the labourers employed in harvest ; the

difficulty is, that we cannot reduce our expenses to meet the present low prices.

1 347. Is it necessary for you to reduce the expenses, or to increase the prices ?

—It is.

1348. Is it your opinion you cannot go on without that?—In my opinion, we
cannot pay any thing like a fair rent to the landlord.

1349. Is your farm on lease ?— Not the whole of it ; some part of it is.

1350. What is the average rent in your neighbourhood?—About 20*. an acre,

subject to tithe ; I occupy some at a higher rent.

1351. About 25s. tithe-free?—Yes.

1352. You have not adverted in your calculation to the difference of tithe in

England and in Ireland ?—No, I have not.

'353- Are you not aware the tithe paid in Ireland is much less than that you

pay ? —Yes, much less ; but I am taking a view of the advantages they would

possess, supposing they would pay those burthens which the laws require them ; but

they get rid of those burthens by resisting the payment.

1 354. They pay no agistment tithe, nor a number of other outgoings ?—No,

they do not.
^-pf^^ Witness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-moiTow, One o'Clock.

Die Martis,
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Die Martis, V Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Mr. Georpc William Firchild is called iu ; and Fx.iinined, as follows:

1355- WHERE do you live?—At ILarborne, in Staffordshire. Ur.G W Ficchild'
1356. What quantity do you farm ?—About 300 acres.

'

1357- Are you in any other bu-siness ?—I am a cow-keeper and a farmer. i March 1836
1358. On the 300 acres ?—Yes.

^359- Do you receive rents for any proprietors ?— No, I do not.

1360. Is yours a manufacturing part of the country?—It is; it is near
Birmingham.

1361. Is your land good?—No, not of good quality; my house is in Stafford-
shire ; my farm is in Worcestershire.

1362. Wliat is the state of agriculture in your country?—In great distress.

1363. Are the tenants able to pay their rents?—I should imagine not.

1364. Do you know of any who have left their farms?—Yes, a number.
1 365- L)id they leave their farms because they were not able to pay their rents ?—Yes ; that i.s continually the case, that tenants are leaving their farms, and they

are sold up, and the produce of the sale is taken by the landlords for arrears of
rent ; I have known numbers of instances.

1366. Have your rents been lowered in that county ?^—Some of them.
13^7- To what extent have they been lowered; how much percent.?—The

reduction has been in this way; it has been a return of 10 or 15 per cent, more
than an absolute reduction of rent.

1368. Do you know what the burthens on agriculture are now, and what they
were formerly ?—The local burthens in my own case are pretty much the same ;

they are a little reduced ; but the local burthens on my farm amount to about
27/. a year, including poor-rate, church-rate, county-rate and constables'

accounts.

1369. Not tithes?—No.
1370. Are those rates higher than they were formerly?—They are a little

lower ; we used to pay about six rates in the year, five or six years ago ; they have
been reduced since that, and are now about four.

1371. Are they as low now as they were 20 years ago }—I did not live in the

neighbourhood at that time ; they are lower this year than they were last.

1372. Do you think that those who do pay rent pay it out of the profits of
their farm or out of their capital ?—They must pay their rent out of their

capital.

1373. Why do you say that?—Because the produce of the farm is not suffi-

cient to give it at the present prices.

1374. What ought the prices to be to enable them to pay rent out of their

produce ?—All the proceeds of the land now, I take it, ought to be from 8 s. to 9 s.

for wheat, to enable them to pay the rents asked.

1375. What is wheat now?—It has been 55.; it is perhaps now 7 5.; it has

risen very much within the last three or four weeks.

1376. Can you account for that rise?—Yes, I think I can; it is found

there is a less quantity of wheat sown than has been in previous years, perhaps

full one-third less, and consumption is much increased by the improvement in

trade.

1377. Has it also been found that the crop of last year was not so good as was
expected ?—I think it has, in some places.

1378. Is there as much land now sown with wheat as was formerly?—Certainly

not ; there is full one-third less this year.

1379. In what state are the labourers?—With us they are in an improved
state.

1380. Are there many out of emplo}Tnent ?—None; a great many are taken

up in my neighbourhood from the improvement in trade.

1381. That has taken off the surplus labour?—Yes.

1382. Has that always been the case, or has the change taken place recently?

—

The change has taken place recently.

464- K3 . 1383. The
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mt.G.fV.Firchild. 1383. The improved state of trade has lately improved the condition of the
7~" labourers ?—Yes.

1 aiaich 1636.
J

^ji^
Before that improvement in manufacture were the labourers in agriculture

in employ ?—No, not all of them.

13 8,5.. Were there any considerable number out of employ?— Not a great many
in my district ; more or less they are taken up by trade.

1386. To what do you attribute the present depressed state of agricultural

producer— I think low prices, &;c., are owing to the distress of the labourers, and
their diminished consumption, but that they always have been in a bad state since

1816.

1387. Agricultural prices have fallen very much within the last two or three

years ; to what do you attribute that ?— I think that may arise from two

causes; first, the great crop of wheat the last two or three years; and there

was very great distress, and I have no doubt that diminislied the consum]>tion of

wheat.

1388. Do you attribute it to any other cause?—Not any other cause than the

restricted consumption of produce.

1389. Have you any means of knowing whether the produce introduced from

Ireland has affected you ?—^There has been a good deal come in, and I have no
doubt it has affected us.

1390. Has there more come in of late than formerly?—Yes, but not within the

last month or two ; I think it has fallen off a little.

1391. Was the increase to your part of the country sufficient to depress the

prices?— Very much to assist in doing that.

1392. Is there any other cause to which you attribute the distress?—No, I am
not prepared with any other cause.

1393. Can you suggest any remedy?—I have no doubt a great relief would be

given to us by removing the malt-tax.

1 394. Why do you think that a great relief would be given to you by removing

the malt-tax?—By the increased consumption of barley. I take barley to be a

fourth part of the grain produced and consumed by man in the year, and if the

tax was taken off the malt the monopoly would go also.

1 395. What monopoly ?—The monopoly occasioned by the severity of the excise

laws; the price of barley, perhaps, is 4.s., the duty 2s. 7d., but we do not get our

malt for less than 8*.; the expense of the operation is little or nothing; if we get

the 2*. 7d. off the 4,f. we should be able to make it ourselves, and use it for cattle

and other things, and beer would then become the cheapest sustenance for the

labourers.

1 '^f^Q. Have you many beer-shops in your part of the countiy ?—A good many.

1397. Have they not a bad tendency, with regard to the morals of the people?

—Yes, and every body complains of them.

1398. Have you formed any opinion whether if the duty on malt was taken off

the ])Oor would bi'ew their beer at home ?—I have no doubt they would, and not
only that, but Ave should have no objection to sujiply them with beer ; at present,

if we supply them we pay duty and monopoly ; but if we could make our own
malt ^^•e should have no objection to supply them with beer ; if the duty was taken
off, the price of beer would Ije only 1 hd., whereas it is now bd.

1399. Would you supply them with beer to drink at home?—^Yes; there would
not be room for the profit in the l^c?. there is now in 5 a?., nor room for the dele-

terious infusions they make in their beer at present.

1400. Would the taking off the duty on malt occasion an increase in the growth
of barley?—No doubt it would. If the same money was spent in malt as is now
spent in the duty and monopoly, it would buy more than as much again barley

from us ; that being the case, it would call on every farmer to produce one quarter

more grain than he now grows,

1 40 1 . There has been a doubt expressed whether if the consumption of malt was
very much increased you could produce a sufficient supply of barley ; what is your
opinion upon that?—There is no doubt that we could.

1402. Could you produce double the present growth of barley?—I have no doubt

we could.

1403. How far can you say with certainty you think the growth of barley could

be increased in this country?—Certainly double; I have no doubt of that.

1404. You
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1404. You were understood to say that you are of opinion if tlio duty on malt Mt.G.W. Firchikl.

•was lowered or taken off, it would do away with the nionojioly in tlie trade of

malting?— Yes. 1 AJarch 1836.

1405. It is your opinion, therefore, that in that case the fanners would gene-

rally make their o\\ii malt ?—-Yes, exactly so.

1406. Can you state, from your recollection, whether many fanners who were in

the habit of malting, and had malt-houses ten years ago, have ceased to use them ?

—I do not think in that period many farmers have had malt-houses ; but ray father

and grandfather had both malt-houses, alid used to make their owni malt, till the

severity of the excise law became so excessive; in case a man made any mistake,

or did any thing that the exciseman thought wrong, the penalty was so great that

they threw it up, and preferred buying their malt to running the risk of a servant

leading them into difficulty.

1407. You do not attribute the cause of the fanners giving up keeping their

malt-houses to any alteration in the amount of duty on malt ?—No.
1408. Do you remember what the duty on malt was at the period to which you

refer ?—No ; but 1 do not attribute it to the amount of duty, but to the excessive

severity of the excise laws to protect that duty.

1409. In what way did that severity show itself?—Supposing a man makes
malt, and he is caught doing wrong, the penalties would be such, he had better

buy his malt for a year. I would make my own malt now, and have looked out in

the last four or five years to see whether I could not get some remedy ; but I have

been alarmed, and have given up the idea of making it, because I found that I was

exposed to such severe penalties, in case my man did any thing wrong, and on

whom I must trust, that we could not help ourselves.

1410. "What can you do which subjects you to the penalty?— I do not know;
I am not a maltster. If they water at an improper time, or do not comply with

the exciseman's directions during the operation, they are exposed to severe penal-

ties, and one penalty would be more than the value of the risk.

141 1. Is there a great deal of barley grown in your districts?—There is.

1412. There are a good many counties in the north where no barley is grown,

and in Scotland very little ?—They grow some fine barley there, and they grow
what they call bigg or here, which is an inferior barley.

1413. Would not the counties which grow no barley obtain relief in this way,

that more barley would be grown in the barley counties, consequently there would
not be so much land to apply to the purposes to which it is now applied ?—We
have been all in distress ; they have been tr}ing to grow wheat on land that ought
to have been in barley, a great deal of it.

1414. Would that be restored t-o barley if the malt duty was taken off?— I have

no doubt of it.

1415. If the duty was taken off you would get rid of the vexatious proceedings

of the excise ?—Yes, of course ; and I have no doubt it would do away with the

beer-shops, for there would not be room for the profit.

1416. Do you think you would get rid of beer-houses by putting an end to the

duty on malt ?—Yes ; because there would not be the room for the adulteration

there now is, when the price is 5 d.

1417. Do not those houses under the name of beer-houses sell other liquors?

—

I have no doubt they do ; but that is a question I cannot answer.

141 S. Have you any doubt they sell spirits?—I cannot speak to the fact, not

knowing how it is.

1419. You state, as one of the good effects to agriculture from taking off the

malt duty, that a larger proportion of land would be sown with barley and a

smaller with wheat than at present ?—Yes, that is my opinion.

1420. You state as a reason for the late rise in the price of wheat, a greater

portion of land being sowni with other grain which previously had grown wheat ?

—

The land is not sown with other grain instead of wheat : it is going into a state of

nature, a good deal of it, especially the poorer soils ; but if we got rid of the malt
tax we should have a steady price, governed by supply and demand : if the country

was in a prosperous state there would always be a steady demand for it.

1421. Do you grow any flax or hemp ? -No.

1422. Is there any grown in your county?—No; it is not grown in inland

counties.

464. K 4 1423- Are
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Mr. G. IV.FirchiM. 14'23- Are your coimty-rates charged upon property in towns as highly as they

are upon property in the country ?—In Worcestershire I believe they are ; it has

1 March 1836. been looked into in Worcestershire.

1424. Is the land-tax equally charged on property in towns as in the agricul-

tural districts?—I am not able to answer that question.

1425. Can you state any thing else which you think important to this inquiry ?

—No, I do not think I can.

1426. What is the character of the soil of that land which is in your neigh-

bourhood being thrown out of cultivation ?—It is generally poor soils which were

going into grass, that will not pay for the cultivation of grain at the present price.

1 427. Are the poor lands to which you allude heavily burthcncd by poor-rates ?

—

I should think not ; the burthens upon my own are trifling.

1428. What is the precise rent at which you have heard of this land being let per

acre ?—I should think those lands I speak of have been let at 10s. to 15 s. an acre.

142Q. At present probably they will not pay any rent at all ?—They cannot, with

wheat at 5s. a bushel ; such lands as those cannot pay rent.

1430. Does not the throwing those lands out of cultivation diminish the stock

of labour for the poor ?—Unquestionably.

1431. If that goes on will not there be a difficulty in finding employment?

—

Certainly.

1432. Are the lands to which you allude lands supposed to rot sheep, or attended

with any unfavourable circumstances of that kind ?—Some part of them would

not ; I allude to poor soils, those parts of farms not worth cultivating ; some sound,

some clays and some wet : all of inferior quality.

[_The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. John Ncarnc is called in ; and Examined, as follows

:

Mr. John Nearne. 1433- YOU reside in the county of Kent?—I do.

1434- You are steward to several noblemen and others in the county of Kent?
— I have been for some years, but I have just relinquished several.

1435. How many thousand a year have you under your superintendence?

—

Perhaps, speaking generally, upwards of 20,000/. a year.

1436. Are you well acquainted with the state of agriculture in that part of the

country?—I am.

1437. In what part of the country?—The neighbourhood of Feversham and

Canterbury.

1438. Is that good land?—Some very good land; it varies very much.

1439. I^^ *^^^^ P^^"* ^^ *^® country, from the means you have of knowing the

different farmers, what is the state and condition of the farmers ?—Many of them
are in a very distressed state ; but I think the distress has been lately taken from

one part of the agricultural community to another; the agriculturists of the

lower part of Kent and at other places where it is very stiff" land were suffering

very greatly three years ago ; the last three seasons have been more congenial to

the growth of corn upon that stiff land, and noAv they have been recovering them-

selves ; and the parties who have been cultivating good wheat lands where they

had a right to expect a good crop of corn, have not realized more than an average

crop, and are more in a distressed state in consequence of low prices than they

were previously.

1440. Lately the occupier of poor land has been better off than the occupier of

good land ?—That is my opinion.

1441 . Do the farmers pay their rents ?— I cannot say that they do not, for I do

not think of all the rents I receive I am 100/. in arrear.

1442. In your opinion, do they pay those rents out of the profits of the estates,

or out of capital ?—I think they formerly paid them out of their owti capital, but

lately matters have been better, and for the last year or two they have paid

them from the produce of the soil.

1443. From what sort of land ?— The poor lands, where the distress did exist

most ; they have been able to pay them from the produce of their farms the last

two years ; and perhaps the good land farmers have been obliged to resort to their

capital to enable them to pay tbeir rents, and they have generally capital to resort

to M'hen others have not.

1444. Do you think they have been obliged to resort to their capital ?—Yes;

we are peculiarly situated in the county of Kent, by growing hops which have

been profitable on lands congenial to their growth.

1445. Do
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144,'; Do you think tliat the ])rices of other articles of a'n'ii-'iiltural produce have Mr. Ju/m Keame.

couiiterbahiiiccd the reduced price of wheat / — Where they have adopted that

system of niaiiat;enieiit they have, but where they depend on the growth of corn » March 1836.

only they have suffered materially ftom the low prices of wheat.

1446. To what do you attribute the low prices of wheat? — I attribute them
very nuich to the immense produce of the poor Umd.

1447. By the poor land you mean the poor stitt" land ; the poor clay ?—Yes;
they cannot get nnich produce from other descriptions of poor land without

extraordinary expense ; and it is the oppressive system of payment of tithes in

kind which has prevented manv of the farmers expending capital on this sort of

land.

144S. Cienerally speaking, in your part of the county, is the condition of the

farmers good or bad ?—I should say bad.

1449. To what do you attribute that ?— I attrilmtc it to various causes ; one is

the want of capital ; many of them have not cajntal enough to manage the land in

the way they used, or in the manuer it ouL'ht to be.

14.50. \Miat has become of their capital—It is exhausted, from the fonuer

unfortunate bad seasons and low prices of produce.

14.51. From what time did those seasons begin?— Perhaps ten years back or

more ; we had several wet seasons which ruined many farmers.

1452. Do you mean to say that the clergy generally take the tithes in kind?

—

Yes, when they are rectorial tithes many take them in kind ; I think I may be a

judge of the value of tithes, for I have taken tithes in kind, and I do not hesitate

to say they have been formerly profitable to me; but I think the system ought to

be altered, for it prevents farmers improving their land as they otherwise would

do; I have had farms offered to me to cultivate, but I never did, or will, take a

farm subject to the payment of tithe in kind.

1453. Do you think on farms where there are sheep and cattle of different

descriptions as well as corn, they can, generally speaking, make a living?— I think,

last year, their balance might perhaps come even, but previously I think they have

been obliged to pay part of their rents out of their capital ; I think some of them
recovered themselves last year, and I think the Poor Law Amendment Bill is a

very favourable thing to them ; it operates very favourably in our district.

1454. Was the crop good last year?—Aery abundant in wheat, in our part of

the country.

145.5. You think last year they did very well ?— I will not say very w-ell, but

perhaps they made both ends meet ; they had enough to pay their rent and their

labour, and perhaps part of the interest upon their capital, unless where they were

very much involved and incumbered. ^len in that situation never can recover at

the present prices of corn.

1456. When you said that matters had been better the last two years, you

mean with respect to the sheep farms?— Yes, and the abundant crop of wheat

;

the men who were cultivating stiff heavy land then reaped the benefit of the abun-

dant crop.

14.57. The prices of wheat have been progressively lower? —Yes; and that has

operated against the best wheat land ; from this description of land they did not

get more than an average crop.

1458. Could they do well with those low prices ?—No, certainly not. They
would do better on the stiff land, with an abundant crop, at the present prices, than

formerly, when wheat was at a higher price, and the produce small, and the qua-

lity inferior, from the bad wheat seasons.

1459. On the estates of which you have had the management have rents been

materially reduced since the high prices ?—The landlords I have been so fortunate

as to be connected with have met the tenants in time to save them, and I

am happy to say we have not seen many new faces ; they have been able to

keep on. Some landlords could not afford to render that assistance to their

tenantry.

1460. What do you imagine to be the amount of the reduction of rent upon
those estates since the war prices ?—There is one large estate I am connected

with where there has been no reduction whatever ; only a temporary reduction of

from 10 to 20 per cent. ; the rents stand as they did in 1812.

1 46 1 . In the present prospects of agriculture do you find a difficulty in letting

farms upon that estate at the present rents '.—I cannot say that I do.

4154. L 1462. Do
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Mr. Jv/in Nfante. 1462. Do you find that the applicants for farms upon that estate are persons

who have been all their lives employed in agriculture, or do you find any fresh

1 March 1836. capitalists coming into the county ?—No; we confine ourselves pretty much to

men who understand the management of the land, and we take care to find out
whether they have capital enough to cultivate the land in a proper manner before

we suffer them to take it.

1463. You do not find a difficulty in procuring tenants to take a farm?—No,
none whatever; ours is a favourite district, and the hops are a great thing

with us.

1464. That is a very gambling trade?—Yes ; but some of them have done very

well with their hops.

1465. What have the reductions been altogether?—From 10 to 20 per cent,

with those I have been immediately concerned with.

1466. Since what time?— Since 1822.

1467. You made none before that ?— I think not.

1468. Is the allotment system carried into effect in your county?—It is not

so essential in our part of Kent, for the cottages have been invariably furnished

with gardens.

1469. What are the average wages of your labourers?—We pay now from 10s.

to 125. a week.

1470. Considering the present price of the necessaries of life, do you consider

the condition of agricultural labourers better or worse at this time than it was
30 years ago ?—A great deal better ; I know it to be so in our own neighbourhood,

as regards their condition. I now speak of industrious labourers ; those of good
character; they are in a better condition than they were at that time.

1471. Are you aware what the rate of wages was 30 years back?—Yes; I

think they were half as much more as at this time. Some fanners made up their

wages at that time by allowing them corn at a reduced price.

1472. Have the other expenses of the farmer increased within the last 30 years ?

Yes, very materially indeed.

1 473. Have they not increased within the last 20 years ?—Yes, certainly.

1474. Within the last 10?—No, I think not.

1475. Is not the price of produce lower now than it was 20 years ago?—Yes,

certainly.

1476. Are the farmers in as good a condition now as they were 20 years ago ?

—Certainly not.

1477. What are the expenses of farming which you consider higher now than

they were 20 years ago?—The system of farming is improved, and there is more

manure bestowed upon the land than there was 20 years ago.

1478. Without reference to the price, there is of course a proportionate profit?

—Since the peace there have been so many more labourers thrown upon us that

we have been obliged to employ them, which has improved the cultivation. The
labourers since the new Poor Law Amendment Act are thankful to us for giving

them empio}Tnent ; before that Act they would use abusive language, and state

that they must be kept whether they work or not, and would not do work in a

proper manner.

1479. Have you many labourers out of employment now? —We have not, to any

great extent, but several are out of employment.

1480. In what condition are they?—They are of course distressed and in bad

condition ; but we select the best characters, and do all we can to find them work,

and they are now grateful for it.

1481. Are they dissatisfied?—Those that are out of employment are dissa-

tisfied.

1482. Have you had many fires in your neighbourhood?—Some years ago they

beo-an with us; I had one on my own premises; they were all burned; it was one

of the first fires that happened, and we have had several since in the neighbourhood,

but none very lately.

1483. Do vou think if the state of agriculture were improved, and the farmers

could employ them, they would be all employed ?—I think they would ; I think

the farmers are generally inclined to employ all their capital on their land.

1484. Have you any doubt that then those labourers would be all employed?

—

I think there is very little doubt that if the farmers could see a prospect of getting

a shilling for every shilling they spent they would be induced to employ them, and

a.ssist the poor labourers.

1485. Has
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148,5. lias their capital been got rid of by any improvidence or what circum- Mr. John Neame.
stances ?—It was the sudden change from high prices to low prices. .

i486. When did tiiat take place; was not it in 1822?—Yes; after that time 1 March 183C.

j)rices recovered again.

1487. Did not the prices rise again in 1824 and 1825?—Yes, from the failure

of the crops. In 1822 we had an abundant crop; j)rices were lower than in any
other year.

1488. Then tliey got up in 1824 or 1825?—They got up in 1826, I think.

1489. One thousand eight liuudred and twenty-five was the year of what was
called the panic; did they get up before the panic?— I think they did.

1490. Did not they keep up again till 1829 ?—I think they kept up till 1831

;

but I cannot speak positively.

1491. They fell then, and have not risen since?—No. The three last years have

been very low ; the four years previous to the last seven the wheat would average

70*. a quarter.

1492. To what do you attribute the rises and falls at those particular times

which have been referred to?—I suppose the question alludes to the currency; that

of course had some effect upon the jirice of produce ; I have no doubt it must
certainly have an effect.

\_TIie Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Richard Peyton is called in ; and Examined, as follows

:

1493. YOU reside in London?—I do.

1494. You are concerned in the valuation of land, are you not?—I am.

1495. Are you steward for any gentlemen in the country?—I am.

1496. In what part of the country?—I have the management of estates in Berk-

shire, Essex, Middlesex, Sun-ey, Sussex and Kent.

1497. What is the state of the farmei-s in those counties?—I should say cer-

tainly it depends a great deal ui)on the land that they occupy ; the occupiers of

poor soils are very badly off indeed.

1498. Can they pay their rent except out of their capitals?—They do not.

1499. Have there not in those different counties been a great many broken up

lately?—Yes; ruined.

1500. And their property sold off?—Yes; quite sunk.

1501. Do you apply that observation to everyone of the counties you have

named?— Partially to every one; I do not apply it to Berkshire.

1502. Principally to the poorer soils?—Yes; the heavy soils more than the light

soils.

1503. To what do you attribute the breaking uj) of those different tenants ; have

they been pradent persons?— Generally speaking, hard-working men.

1504. To what do you attribute their failure?—Principally their expenses;

sometimes their want of skill ; their adhering to the old process, and the low

price of produce.

1505. Is the present price of produce at all a remunerating price ?—Not of

wheat.

1506. Is it of other grain ?—I think it is.

1507. Is the price of other articles sufficient to counterbalance the low price of

wheat ?—I do not think it is.

1508. What reduction would you make on a farm of a certain size on account of

the low price of grain ?—It is impossible to say. The men who have real good land

and cultivate it at less expense, and have been generally able to pay, they are now
living.

1509. Are they able to make a profit ? —Yes, they do make a profit, but it must

be good land.

1510. Dothey pay rent?— That good land tithe-free is cheaper at 40s. an acre

than some land I let at Gs. and 7 s.

1511. Have not the occupiers of poor land been better oil' of late years than the

occupiers of i-ich land ?—I should say not.

1512. To what do you attrilnit'e the low price of wheat?—A good deal to the

excess of cultivation, and a good deal to the importation from Ireland.

1513. Do you know whether the imports of wheat from Ireland have increased

much the last two or three years ?—I do not know the fact, but I believe it is the

fact.

464. L 2 1.514; Do

Mr. R. Piyton.
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Mr. R.Peyton. 1514. Do you know Avhether wheat cr.n be grown considerably cheaper in~
- Ireland than in Eno;land ?—I do not know it. except i'lom information.

' "^ 1515. Is there any other cause to which you attribute the depression of wheat r— None, except the excess of cultivation, and the excess of importation from
Ireland, and from Scotland as well.

151O. Do you think there is a great excess of cultivation in England?—There
has been of late years, certainly.

1517. You think there is more land cultivated with wheat ?— I think that is

unquestionably the case.
'

1518. In proportion, has wheat borne a low price?—A great deal of that land
which has ever been cultivated with wheat is still continued in the cultivation of
wheat, particularly in the southern counties.

1519. Is there any other land sown with wheat that was not used for wheat
before ?—A great deal during the high prices during the war.

1520. That has contiiuied ?—Yes, but more particularly in the southern
counties.

1521. There have been no importations from the Continent within the last

three years ?—No ; I apprehend we have had the monopoly of the home market.

1522. Do you think that England grows enough for her own cultivation ?— I am
of opinion that Great Britain and Ireland does ; it is generally admitted that

England will not grow sufficient without including Ireland.

1523. The merely bringing into the market enough would not reduce the

prices ?—But there has been a great excess.

1524. From whence did that come?— I think there has been a great deal of

wheat consumed by cattle.

1525. Then the excess must have been still greater if it had not been so con-

sumed ?—Of course.

1526. Do you think that excess arises from com grown in Great Britain and
Ireland ?—Certainly, I do ; I cannot account for it in any other way whatever.

1527. Do you account for the depression of prices at all in consequence of the

contraction of the currency ?—That is a question of political economy so far gone
by I would say nothing more about it. I have no doubt but for Sir Robert Peel's

Bills we should have had more currency and more ruin. The currency is now
settled on a firm basis. I am not a currency doctor.

1528. When you speak of poor lands, do you mean the clay lands or the chalk

lands?—The clay lands.

1529. Have not the chalk lands had a greater produce of wheat the last three

years than was ever knoMn before ?—They had the same crops some years ago in

a dry season.

1530. It was more than an average crop the last year?-—Yes.

1531. Do you think the farmers of the South Downs are better or worse off

than they were 10 years ago ?—I should say they are better off than they were in

the year 1822 ; that was the worst year I ever remember. The lands of the South

Do-rni farmers are very superior lands; the lands skirting the Downs are very fine.

1532. Is it not in consequence of the price of wool they are better off than they

were in 1822 ?—The wool is better the last two years.

1533. Are not the clay lands more expensive to cultivate than other land?-—
They are double the expense, at least, because they require a greater number of

horses, and they cannot get a crop of wheat without a fallow.

1534. Though the price of Mheat has gradually got lower and lower, have not

the farmers been obliged to pay as much for their implements of husbandry and

their blacksmiths' bills as they used to do ?—There is very little difference.

1535. You state that a man on good land might pay rent and make a profit, if

it was tithe free ?—I have found that tithe-free land of good quality Mas better

for a farmer at 40*. an acre than a great deal of the land which lets for 7*. or 8*.

an acre. The best land is cultivated on the four-course system ; wheat, turnips,

barley and seeds ; then they get wheat after the seeds again, so that there is no
blind fallow, no dead year ; and, managing that good land at a small expense, of

course it is most profitable.

1.536. Do you conceive that the outgoings of a farmer are generally higher or

lower than they were 20 years ago?—They are higher than they were 20
years ago.

1537. In what respect ?—In poor-rates principallv.

1538. The
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1538. The quostion respects the expense of cultivation; tlie difTerent bills the Mr. R. Peyton.

farmer has to pay?—1 a[)})rehend there is very little difference in the tradesmen's

and artisans' bills now ; there may be 4f/. in a round ot' shoes, and some reduction 1 March 1836.

in the price of implements; a man nniy get a wao-gon for 4r>/. that he used to pay
50/. for; but not materially, I apprehend.

1539. To what period are you referring?—I am s|)eaking to the high jjrices of

the war.

1.540. Do you think there has been any material reduction in the counties you
speak of in the rate of wages ?—Not so much ; 1 think the j)rices of provisions

would have justified the rate of wages which has been kept up.

1.541. What do you suppose the average rate of wages for a day labourer to be
at this moment in those counties ?—I should say about 10.s. a week ; 20(/. a day.

1 542. Wliat would you say was the average rate in the western division of

Sussex ?— I do not know so mucii of the western division as towards the eastern,

or rather within 35 or 40 miles of London.

1543. II^'^'c not you foimd tenants throw up their estates very nincli lately ?—
An estate I i)urchased in the county of Surrey ; we had a farm there in hand
upwards of two years, and I have let that farm now for 10*'. 2d. an acre; good
wheat land.

1544. At what did it let before^—I let it for 25 s., not immediately, but I

purchased the estate in the year 1810, then that farm I let at 25*.; the same
fanii I have now let for 10*. 2d.

1 545. Have not a great number of farms been thrown up of late ?—A great

number.

1.546. Have you not found a difficulty in getting tenants?—We have been
obliged to keep them in hand a year or two, and then give up the valuations.

1.547. What has that been owing to?—The tenants have failed and gone, and
we could not get others.

1548. Have the tenants failed in consequence of the prices of produce not
being equal to the expenses of cultivation ?— Undoubtedly.

1549. Have the goodness to explain the nature of the valuations you have
referred to ?—The valuations are of this kind : the custom of the counties of
Kent, Sussex and Sun-ey, and part of Hampshire, is, that the out-goino- tenant
holds possession of the farm and every thing belonging to it up to the end of his

tenancy. Supposing he be a Michaelmas tenant, he fallows the land for wheat.
He ploughs it, he harrows it, and if he has time he will sow it ; then the incoming
tenant pays him for all the labour and seed, and all the manure put upon the
farm, though it was produced upon the estate ; for the underwoods, and even the
hedge rows. In the month of INIay, when he gives up his farm, there is another
valuation of the hay and straw left unspent, and the manure made between the
29th of September and the day when he quits possession. Then there are other
valuations. W^e have got rid of as much as we could, the half-dressings ; namely,
the half of the quantity of manure put on the land the preceding year.

1550. Do not you know that those half-dressings are got rid of in Kent?

—

Yes ; we have got rid of them in many instances. A noble lord was telling me
the other day that he is buying up all his as fast as he can, instead of their having
valuations on the next tenant coming in. I believe we have very few half-dressings

there now.

1551. Do you know that in the counties you have alluded to a great reduction
of rent has taken place within the last 10 years ?—A very great reduction.

1552. Still the fanners have not been able to go on?— Still they have not
gone on.

1553' Do you believe they have been able to go on ?—No ; they are a class of
men not naturally rogues ; they would stick to their home, if they could do it,

and if you force them they will go out of one fann and will get another in the
same parish, if they can.

1554- Notwithstanding they are losing?— Yes.

1555' Have they not for the last six or seven years been losing on the land
they have farmed ?—I believe they have been losing for almost the last 20 years

;

ever since the alteration of prices. Hops have occasionally brought a man round.

1 556. They still have been losing, notwithstanding the rents have been reduced ?—Yes, they have been.

464. L 3 1557- Is
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Mt. R. Pei/ton. 1557- Is that owing to the poor living more on potatoes than they used to

do?—No, I do not think they live more on potatoes; they eat more Avheat than
1 March 1836. they were in the habit of doing; 1 believe oats and barley are nearly exploded.

1558. You have stated that cattle have been fed of late on wheat?—Yes, this

year; I have known it before also; I remember in the year 1822, in Hunting-
donshire, a great number of cattle were stalled with wheat meal.

1559. ^Vas not that in consequence of the great drug of wheat in the market ?

—Yes, and the very low price.

1560. You state that the rents of landed property have very much fallen ; do
you think the rents of cottages have fallen equally ?—Tliat depends upon whom
they belong to. The cottages on gentlemen's estates have been let so low as 1 s.

a week, and so on. They have not fallen where they have belonged to persons

wdio built them on speculation ; they have not been able to get their rents.

They will generally keep a house over their heads, and their landlords give them
some garden or a potato patch, and keep them as part of that establishment.

1561. Is it the practice in the district you are acquainted AA-ith to let the

cottages vritli the land ?—'Generally speaking they let them at so much per year
to the labourers, and give them a 35. dinner once a year, and they come and
bring their wives and children, and enjoy themselves.

1562. A\Tieat is not the only produce imported into this country from Ireland?

—Oats have always been imported in great quantities.

1563. Has not a great quantity of pork and bacon been imported from Ireland?

—Yes, and beef; Irish pork, and live pigs have been imported to an immense
amount.

] 564. Has not that had the effect of lowering the prices of those particular

articles ?—It did for some time, but I think the prices of meat have rallied ; bacon
and pork is not equal in price to beef or mutton.

1565. Are you acquainted Mith Lincolnshire ?—I am acquainted with parts of

Lincolnshire ; but I have not been in that county for four or five years.

1566. Do you not believe the imjiortation of oats from Ireland has driven out

the gi-owth of oats in Lincolnshire, and that the land has been cultivated with

wheat ?—'I am not aware of that fact.

[ T/ie Wit/iess is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next. One o'clock.

Die Jovis, 3* Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

J. B. Bernard, Esq.

3 March 1836.

Javies Bernard Bernard, Esq., is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

1567. YOU live in Devonshire?—I do.

1568. At what part?—Sidmouth.

156Q. Are you engaged in agriculture ?—No, I am not ; but I have for some
years past given gi-eat attention to these subjects, and I suppose it is in conse-

quence, (I do not know who sent for me,) but in consequence of the works I have

published, especially on the '• Theory of the Constitution," in which this question

was gone into largely, that I attend here.

1 570. Are you acquainted with agriculture ?—I have taken gi'eat pains to ascer-

tain its condition.

1 571. Have you any meaits of forming an opinion on the condition of agTiculture

in this country ?—I have those means, and in preparing my work for the press I

obtained them.

1572. What are your means of knowing the present state of agriculture ?—In

consequence of what I have observed generally of the state of the country I have

been \vTiting a good deal on the subject, and in 1832 I applied to the farmers in

different counties to furnish me Mith documents, debtor and creditor statements,

of the outgoings and produce of farms of an average quality in different counties,

taking the price of wheat at bet\veen 75. and 8 v. a bushel.

1573. What
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^573- What did you find to be tlicir condition at that time from all the returns j.jg. Bernard,Esq.
made to you r—That at that time no less than half the average rent of the king- —
dom was paid out of capital instead of j)rofits. 3 March 1836.

1574. You know that from the accounts furnished to you ?—I have them here.

1575. They are in print ?—Yes.

1576. From the accounts then furnished to you, believing them to be genuine
accounts, do you know that half the rentals were paid out of capital ?—That is my
opinion.

1577. Was that in any particular class of farm, or farms generally?—My
request was to farmers of intelligence and superior character, that they would fur-

nish me with these debtor and creditor statements.

1578. Did you find those to be accounts from farms in general, or oniy of a
particular sort ?—Of an average quality ; of a fair proportion of arable and
pasture.

1579. Throughout the kingdom?—No; certain counties. I had three state-

ments from Somerset, one from Surrey, one from Essex, and one from Hertford-

shire, all in different parts, all drawn up in different manners, but all agreeing on
the great point of the great loss sustained on agricultural produce according to the

then price of produce.

1580. The price of produce then was about 7s. a bushel, was it not?— It was
more ; it was put in no case under 7*. 6d., and in some cases at 8*.

1581. If agriculture was distressed at 7s. 6d. a, bushel, would it be distressed

now when it is 36s. a quarter?—At 5s. a bushel it speaks for itself.

1582. It must be more distressed?—Yes.

1583. Is there much difference with respect to the average amount of crops?

—

From all the information I have received, yes. I consider 75. 6d. a high price,

occasioned by a succession of bad wet seasons. The present price is the natural

price ; the price of average seasons ; not more than average seasons ; for as to wheat
the crops have been no more than an average ; there has been a very good quality,

but no more than an average as to quantity.

1 5 84. How is the stock ; is there any profit to be made from stock ?—That
I will not pretend to speak to ; I only speak to the general condition of the

agriculturist.

1585. Have you formed any opinion as to the cause of this depression, which
you say must be ruinous to the agriculturist ?—Yes, I have formed very strong

opinions on tlie subject. There is a variety of causes ; but before I could go into

them and prescribe the remedies (I think them all capable of being remedied) it

would be desirable to ascertain the total extent of the loss.

1586. As far as you have seen of the depression, to what do you attribute it?

—

I consider the alteration in the standard as the great cause ; there are many causes

combined.

1587. The diminution of the circulation, you mean ?—Yes, that is what I mean.

1,588. When do you find the prices fell?—The prices fell immediately after

the war.

1589. In consequence of the diminished circulation, as you suppose?—They fell

in consequence of the Bank of England witlidrawiug its issues, in expectation of

cash payments.

1590. When was that?—Very soon after the war.

1591. May it not be considered that that reduction ofprices was in consequence

of the falling of the market at that time, those supplies not being required which

were required during tlie war?—I consider tlie falling of the prices was occasioned

by lessening the quantity of circulating medium.

1592. Did the prices fall offin 1822 lower than in 1821 ?—I believe it was 1821
when the prices fell ; but they rose again immediately after that little Bill was
passed which allowed the further circulation of the one and two pound notes of

county banks.'

1593. Do you recollect what year that was in?—In 1822 ; perhaps it was 1823.

1 594. Did the prices rise again then ?—Yes.

1595. One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two was the year of the greatest

distress?—I believe it was either 1821 or 1822.

1596. On the passing of the Bill did they rise ?—They did.

1597. How long did they continue up ?—Till the nextBill passed, in consequence
of the panic in 1825, that limited the circulation of the one and two pound notes.

1598. The one and two pound notes of country bankers ?—Yes.

464. L4 1599' Di<^
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J.B.BeniardyE&q. ^599- Did prices fall again?—Immediately.

— 1600. When were the bank notes called in; the one and the two pound bank

3 March 1836. notes ?—It was immediately after that great panic in 1825.

l^The Wiluess refers to his Papers.^

i6oi. Do you remember if the prices fell in 1829?—They have Ix'en gradually

falling ever since that period when the Bill of 1823 was repealed.

1602. You think so ?—Yes.

1603. And never have risen since ?—No, I apprehend not.

1604. Have the prices been more depressed tlie last three jears than at any

other time ?—They have been gradually declining.

1605. Did you ever know them so low as tbev have been for the last year?

—

No.
1 606. Have you any other cause to which you attribute this dej)ression of prices ?

—Not materially ; there are other causes that affect agriculture in various ways.

There is the free intercourse with Ireland ; that is injurious to the agriculture of

this country.

1607. Have you any means of knowing whether, through the intercoui-sc with

Ireland, thea-e has been a greater quantity of importation of late years than formerly ?

—Only by what I see from the papers ; I apprehend there has been a greater

importation. I do not think that is the material cause ; it is one, and a very

serious one.

1608. Have you any other cause to which you attribute it?—We may consider

that the poor laws have been increasing the evil ; but that is only a secondary

cause.

1 609. Are you enough acquainted with the business of farming to say whether,

notwithstanding the depression of prices, the expenses of the farmer have increased

in the last 20 or 30 years ?—Very materially.

1610. Have they fallen within the last 10 years?—No.
1611. The blacksmiths' and carpenters' bills remain the same ?—Yes ; there is

nothing to speak of.

1612. How do you account for it that the prices of those articles should con-

tinue up when the circumstances of the persons who purchase them are so much
depressed ?—I look upon it as a matter of impossibility to force back the working
people generally to a condition that will put back the })rices to the original state.

1613. Is there sufficient competition as to those little tradesmen to bring down
the prices to their proper level ; in a village for instance?— I conceive it to be
impossible to force back the labourer of the country.

1614. Now as to the tradesmen, the blacksmith or the carpenter, and so on, is

there a sufficient competition among them in villages to force the Ial)our in the

article in which they deal down to the level of the prices of the time?— -That I con-

ceive to be impossible.

1615. From the attention you have paid to this subject, do you believe it possible

that farmers can go on at this rate ?—No ; I consider the whole agricultural body
are insolvent.

1616. You do not mean to say, without a great many exceptions? —I mean to

say, that if the lands of the kingdom Avere taken throughout,—I put aside the rich

land and the jioor lands, and set one against the other, and take the average of the

lands of the kingdom throughout, —I apprehend to this extent it goes, that all the

rent, all the tithe, all the rates, and all the taxes are at the present moment paid

out of capital, and not out of profits.

1617. There are many exceptions to that?—Yes.

, 1618. Is that the general rule throughout the country ? —That I apprehend is

the general rule, from all the information I have received, and from documents.

1619. That you have obtained from different parts of the country remote from

each other ?—Yes.

1 D20. On your conscience, do you believe that that information is true ?—I do ;

and consequently mv belief is, that the whole agricultural body, including all noble-

men as well as farmers, are insolvent ; they are virtually insolvent ; and the nation

is insolvent too; and that a revolution of blood and violence must occur if it be

not put a stop to.

1621. You stated tliat you conceive the limitation of the circulating medium
to be the main cause of that continual depression of the j)rice of wheat ?

—

1 do.

* . 1622. Do
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1622. Do you consider that tlio prices of other articles of an^ricultural produce J-^- Bernard, Ei({.

have also been in a ^ery depressed state durino; the jieriod to Mhicli you are alluding ?

—As to barley and oats, the seasons have been bad lately, and they are at a higher 3 March 1836.

price than will coiTes])ond Mith the wheat; but I ai>prehend, according to the rule

of all we know of history, that wheat will govern the j)rice of other produce, and
all will fall to a level.

1623. Your opinion is generally tliat the prices of all agricultural produce are at

a very de])resscd rate?—Decidedly so. I consider as to barley and oats it is in the

same state wheat was a few years ago, after a long succession of wet seasons ; the

crops of barley and oats have been short.

1624. Does the contraction of the currency operate unless there is a counter-

vailing cause ; for instance, if it is a bad barley or oat harvest, however the currency

might oj)erate, the badness of the harvest for barley and oats would counter-

vail that ?—Of course ; but the farmers are not the better for having a bad crop.

162.5. Do you think this diminution of the circulating medium has operated in

every case, except w here it has been counteracted by a scarcity in the articles ?

—

Decidedly so.

16-26. Do you conceive that the effects of that change in the circulating

medium are an existing and continuing evil, or that the main part of the evil has

already passed?— 1 consider that Peel's Bill has not advanced one single .step yet.

Although I consider that the rent of land throughout the kingdom, wherever

it was raised during the high price.^ up to its full value (and in a number of cases

it was not), the rental of the kingdom, has been already reduced,—making that

allowance no less that 50 per cent., to the destruction of thousands and tens of

thousands, yet the whole thing is to be done over again. Fifty pounds per cent, re-

duction of rents will not save you now ; if you reduce it 50 per cent., the national

debt, together with all ])rivate debts, will be doubled; and we are now in a worse

state than the state when that Bill was passed, and every thing is to be done over

again ; but 1 say that 50 per cent, reduction of rent is nothing.

1627. You mean it -will not sa^e the farmers?—No, not at all; the whole

•thing has gone, rent, tithe, rates and taxes.

1628. Are you aware that up to 1816 silver was a tender:—Yes.

1629. By diminishing the tender, which they effectually have done bv making
gold only a tender, is not the currency more fluctuating than it ever was Ijefore ?

—

I consider that, in consequence of Peel's Bill, the currency is in a more fluctuating

state than ever.

1630. Why is it more fluctuating? are the bankers and the people afraid to

issue, for fear they might come back and call for gold, ^^hich they have not

got ?—That I will not say ; there is a constant depreciation of the currency

going on.

1631. When there has been a fresh issue of currency, or of bank paper, have you
found the prices immediately rise ?—Certainly.

1632. Do you think the expansion of the circulating medium would tend to

remove, to a certain extent, the present distress of the agTicultural interest ?—Of
course it would, to a certain extent ; but I apjirehend a great many other remedies

are necessary. I apprehend no extension of circulating medium is calculated at

the present moment to prevent a revolution.

1633. I* it your present opinion, with the present ])rice of agricultual produce,

unless the expense of the land is reduced, or the prices increased, perfect ruin

awaits the agricultural interest ?— Unless you can undo the whole of that state

of things which I represent ; namely, that all the rent, all the tithe, all the

rates and all the taxes are at the present moment paid out of capital,

taking the average of the kingdom, putting rich and poor lands on one side.

But supposing that to be the real state of the case (which I think is very easy

to be verified if the evidence were taken in a proper manner), no alteration of

the currency alone, though you alter the standard 50 per cent., will save the

nation.

1634. What remedies would you apply?—I am quite jirepared to go into that

;

but perhaps l)efore I should dare to state them I should wish to .see the fact

verified. As I observed, if it be proved ; I am only giving my opinion ; I say it

can be verified, if the evidence were taken in a i)roper manner, that all those

things are paid at the present moment out of the capital, and not out of the profits

of farmers.

4''4- Ji I'^j.j' If
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J. B. Bernard, Fsq. 1 '>;).')• If it wtTP really the case, how do you account for the fact of the very

little (liHiculty there is in getting tenants for average land?—For this reason:

3 March 1836. \\hat is the farmer to do ? I have no difficulty in getting tenants myself imme-
diately. This is the reason: sujipose a farmer rents a f\xrm of 300/. a year;

sujipose he has 2,000/. capital in it; what can he do? Can he give uj) farming?

If he quits business he must sell off his capital and stock, upon which he would
lose perhaps 300/. at least on selling it oti", and live on his capital. He goes on
in the hope of times mending, and it is better for his interest to go on losing

a considerable jiortion of capital ; he will lose much less than if he lived on it

altogether.

lt)3D. That answer would only a])i)ly to tenants quitting; not to fresh tenants

entering on fresh agreements ?—Yes ; another thing is to be considered ; farmers

do not keep accounts very regularly ; very few keep written accounts ; very few
know the extent of the losses they are sustaining : a farmer cannot state them

;

it is necessary to bring hi]n to paper, and make him enter into a regular debtor and
creditor statement, before you are able to tell the whole extent of his losses ; even
then you will iind it ditlicult to get it from him: I found it exceedingly difficult

to get the documents I did ; and in the mean time they are going on sustaining

those losses ; they do not know what they arise from ; sometimes they are told it

is the bad seasons ; they hope it will be better ; they cannot suppose the Govern-
ment of the country can have done such a thing as to destroy the whole of its landed

property.

1 637. Could any thing as to the manner of managing farms be done to lessen the

distress of the existing tenants ?—No, nothing ; I apprehend it is possible to put

the wliole affair to rights.

1 638. How do you propose to put it to rights ?—It is going into a very long

question : I should wish to be excused saying that ; it might seem absurd, imless the

facts were first proved ; I think they are very easy to be proved. I addressed the

farmers on the subject, and have endeavoured to prove their case.

1 639. Are those farms much distressed where there is not much arable land ?

—

Not so much.
1 640. Supposing that the quantity of arable land on different farms was dimi-

nished, would not that, for the time at least, have a tendency to relieve the farmers

from their distresses?— No, I apprehend not ; the distress of the farmers (if it be

true what I say) is so gigantic, every thing is gone ;—it is so gigantic, every thing

is gone.

1641. When you speak of the readiness of farmers to take farms, you are not

understood to mean now that they are ready to give the rents which are asked,

but to give diminished rents ?—They make the best terms they can ; they cannot

quit their business, and the landlords cannot reduce their rents. I have already

reduced my rents 40/. per cent. ; how can I reduce them any more?

1642. Your land is very good in your neighbourhood ?—Pretty well ; it is good

.second-rate land ; not first-rate. Mine is about second-rate.

1 643. What is the produce per acre of wheat ?—It is a dairy country ; if you

were to put the produce of wheat there would not be more than 12 bushels an

, acre.

1644. Have you been obliged to reduce 40 per cent, in a dairy country?

-Yes.
1 64,5. Do you think your tenants are doing well now ?—No ; my tenantry, all

except those who have got capital besides what they have got on their farms,

are a year and a half in arrear ; and I think I may say, if I were to put it fairly,

this property (and I have got between 40,000/. and 50,000/. to pay out of

that) has been reduced 50 per cent. It was doubled in value in the year

1806 and following years, and on the faith of that, family charges were laid

on ; some parts of it were let out on lives, and other leases, which did not

fall in, and were never raised. If, however, the whole thing were considered,

and all put together, I have no doubt the reduction would amount to 60
per cent.

1 1)46. What is the article of produce of your estate in which there has been

the greatest depreciation of price ?—It is principally butter.

1 647. Can you state what is the difference in the ]trice of butter between the

present time and 20 years ago?—I think they got as much as 14/. or 15/. a cow
at one time; that would be about 155. a dozen pounds: now they get about 91. ;

they
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they let it to dairy people at 8/. or 0/. a cow, Ijut tliey do not recover tiie money, /. b. /Jemnrrf, Esq.

as I understand ; so tliey tell nie.

1648. You are not able to state what is the price of hutter, and tiie depres- 3 March 1836.

sion r—The price of hutter lias fallen some time a;i-o : it fell to sixpence a

pound.

i()4g. What was it at the hi^liest?—Fourteen-pence and fifte.n-i)ence.

i6.-,(). Is a great deal of butter Ijrought in from Ireland.-— I apjtreliend there

is ; that I do not know.

1651. You would not have made those reductions to your tenants unless you

were satisfied, by yourself and steward, that those reductions were necessary?— Of
course not.

i(i5_'. You have made a reduction yourself, you say, and if it had been made
generally over your whole j)r()perty, it would have been 50 per cent ?—Yes, I

think so.

1653. You mentioned some burthens were imposed on the estate during the

hio-h prices?—Yes; I have 44,000/. to pay, which, supposing the rents to have

been reduced 50 per cent., has been turned into 88,000/., and these charges now
remain.

1654. The burthens remain the same, though the rents of the estate are dimi-

nished 40 per cent.—Yes.

1655. What stock are you able to keep on your farln in this dairy district?

—

Cows ; but very little fatting stock.

16,56. How nmch to an acre ?—That I cannot tell ; I am not a practical farmer

myself, I can only speak as a proprietor.

1657. On an average, what do you reckon the rate per acre in your omu neigh-

bourhood ?—I cannot sjieak to that myself; I consider mine is fair average land,

second quality land, good second quality land. I suppose one acre with another

averages 25*.

1658. You cannot tell the produce in corn, or in keeping sheep?—No.

1659. ^^^^ stated you had reduced your rents 40 per cent.; can you state if

that reduction has generally taken place to that extent in the country where you

made those inquiries ?—In a great numT)er of places ; but in many places gentle-

men of large fortune, and others who did not look into their affairs, never raised

their rents. I cousider in all cases where the rents were raised up to the full

value of the land during the war they have been lowered 50 per cent.; but in

my own district (I am not above 30 miles from the vale of Taunton, the best part

of the vale of Taunton), I understand the rich land there, noM' let for 40.f. an

acre generally, did not let during the war for more than 42*'. That land is better

worth 40*-. at the present moment than my land is worth 20*. ; and therefore if it

had been let up to its fall value during the war, instead of being let at 2/. 2*. an

acre, it ought to have been let for 4Z. at least.

1 660. What was the rental of your estate during the war, or has it gone down
to the same price, or how near it ?—It must have gone down nearly to that extent,

It was raised 100 per cent. ; it was doubled in value at least, all those estates that

fell in, and they did not all fall in. It was doubled in value, and on the faith of

that doubled value, which no one ever supposed would come down, those family

charges were laid on. In all those farms that came into hand and were raised,

there has been a 40 per cent, reduction.

1661. How near do you think it is to the fonner prices? Have you improvecl

this land ?—There has been great improvement.

1662. Making allowance for the improvement on your estate, how near do you

think it ha.s got to the price before the war?—I should think it is pretty near the

same, allowing for improvement.

1663. So then the whole burthen of the war, as it is the case generally, fell on

the landed proprietors ?— Yes.

1664. What quantity of land do you hold in your own hands?— None.

1665. In what state are the poor-rates about you?—Not so high, T apprehend,

as in most other parts. I do not kno\\- what they are exactly ; they are not so high

generally in Devonshire as in other parts.

1666. Has there been much difference in their amount during the last 10 or 12
years?— It has been increasing generally; but I apprehend in Devonshire the

laljouring classes are better oflT than in most other parts ; you have not heard of

the same disturbances; they live more in the faiTn-houses.

464. ^ 312 1667. What
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J. B. Bernard, V.si\- it>(>7. What arc tlio weekly wages if —The wages are low, generally speaking,

among ngricnltural labojirers. not more than Ox. or 7*. a week ; but then thev are

3 March 183G. allowed liquor and other indulgences, so that ])erhaps they are better oft than in

otiier counties, where 10s. and 12.v. are paid; so I am given to understand, and
we have not heard the same complaints. We have had no incendiary fires in

Devonshire. rrj^, r,-, , , , ^ ,, ,

1 1 he It it/icss IS directed to %citlidrmc.

H. W. IVihun, Esq.
Henri) William Wilson, Esq., called in ; and Examined, as follows

:

166S. WHERE do you reside?—At Allexton, in the county of Leicester.

1(1(19. That is a grazing county?—Yes.

1670. You have not much corn on your land ?—None.

1671. Is grazing a profitable business now?—There are very great complaints

amono- oraziers ; there are now and have been of late years.

1672. In that part ot the country.'"— Yes.

i(j73. NoAv what is the nature of the complaints generally; state those you

know, from your ov\ii observation, to be well-grounded complaints?— I believe that

one of the great reasons is the difference of the price of fat from the price of meat,

which it formerly equalled.

i()74. The tallow was equal to the price of meat?—Yes.

1675. How much has it fallen below it?—About 3d. in the pound.

167(1. How is the price of hides; haTC they fallen?—I cannot speak on that

point, but tliey have fallen very considerably.

1677. Is the effect of this depreciation in tallow to bring distress on the far-

mers?—No doubt it is.

1678. It takes from the butcher what is called the fifth quarter?—Yes.

1 6 79. Do not you think that keeps up the price of meat as it is kept up, the butcher

being deprived of the advantage of selling the fifth quarter?— It prevents the gra-

zier getting the price that he otherwise would do. I consider that it reduces the

price to the grazier something considerable.

1680. To what do you attribute this depression?—The importation of foreign

tallow.

1681. From Russia ?—Principally.

1682. Have you any means of knowing if those importations have lately

increased .''—I have not any return by me ; I have an account which I received

from a merchant in the city, in November, of the quantity of tallow.

1683. Why was that account furnished to you?—I had been making calcula-

tions on this point.

1684. What was the gentleman's name who furnished you with that account?

—Mr. Wilson, of Devonshire-square.

1 685. Have you any reason to know that that account is correct ?— I wished him

to give me the most authentic account, and he forwarded this.

1686. He is a man of character?—Yes, he is; it is an account of tallow

exported from St. Petersburgh to London.

1687. Is he a Russian merchant?—No; he is a general merchant.

1688. How far does it go down to?—From 1828 to 1835.

1689. Does it show any great increase of importation for the last four or five

years?—From 1833 to 1834 there was no considerable increase.

1690. What was it in 1835?—One thousand eight hundred and thirty-five

there is a decrease.

[TVie Witness then reads the followinfj Statement :'\

Tallow exported from St. Petersburgh.

Year.
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But as tallow arrives Irom Odessa and otlier places, the total arrivals in London only, U. IV. Wihon,Y.%c[.

from all parts, in the season, are as follow : —

—

3 March 1836.

Fioni 1st June

1828

1829
1830
1831

1832

1833

1834 J

to May
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II. II'. n'ilson,hi(l. 1712. Be so good as to state -what is the course of husbandry with your
grazing farm

;
you buy the lean cattle from the north, fatten them, and send

3 March 1836. them up to London ?—We buy them from all parts of the country.

1713. You fatten them, and send them up to the towns ?—Yes.

1714. That is the ordinary course of your business?—Yes.

1715. Has your lean stock been cheap ? could you state, during the last five

or six years, whether there has been that difference between the lean and fat stock,

so as to give you a fair remunerating jirice for your land, because it depends on

that, does it not?—Yes.

171(1. The difference between the price of lean and fat stock?—I have heard

many instances of farmers who have sold, I am speaking generally of four or live

years since, have sold fat stock at hardly any greater advance of price than on

what they have given for them.

1717. That is not the case now ?—This year has been better than the last. I

should mention that the price of fat meat getting up at this particular season of

the year is the worst thing that could happen to the farmers in Leicestershire,

because all those fat beasts and sheep have been sold for some weeks, and in

consequence lean stock has risen about 30s. a head ; that is the case at the

present fair.

1718. At what periods of the year does the fat stock generally rise ?—That is

very uncertain ; sometimes it has been highest before Christmas, and at others

alter.

1719. That must depend a good deal on the season?—Yes.
1720. And on the preceding season?—Yes. I attribute the gross rise in

price now to the very great failure of the turnip crop in Norfolk and Suffolk

;

the consequence has been, that there has not been one bullock fed now where

there were eight or ten fed before, and those are now fed on wheat and other

artificial food.

1721. Have they been fed on wheat to a considerable extent?—I believe so.

I know many farmers who have done it in Norfolk and Suffolk, and also in Lei-

cestershire, but not to any great extent in the latter county.

1722. Have not the markets for meat here in the metropolis for the last two or

three years been fair markets, that is, brought fair prices for the grazier?—If
you can believe the farmers I should say very far from it.

1723. Judging yourself, looking impartially at the case, not meaning that it

quite answers the expectation of the farmers, should you not say that the meat
markets in London for the last two or three years have been fair markets, taking

1835, 1834, 1833 7—1 should say not ; but I am hardly able to speak off-hand.

1 724. You could not state the prices of those three years as compared wdth

any former period, that as for fat beasts generally which come to Smithfield

market, whether by the stone or by whatever w^eight you take it by, whether the

price has not been on the whole, in the last two or three yeai's, a very fair price I

— I should not say it was a remunerating price.

172.5. But it has been an improving price during the last two or three years,

upon what it was before ?—I hardly like to give an opinion without having papers

or statements before me.

1 726. As to what you were saying about the tallow, do you know what the

price of English tallow fat has been?— It is about 4s. a stone at this time.

1727. What was it the last year ?—It was lower.

1728. So that is rather better?—Yes.

1729. What was it five or six years ago ?—About 2h(l. a pound I sold mine.

1730. Speaking of the same measure, you say 4a-. the stone; what was it in

any one year you could state, in 1830 and 1831 ?—As far as my memorj' serves

me, it was about 3s. ; but I really cannot state.

1 73 1 . Is it eight or fourteen pounds to the stone ?—Fourteen pounds to the

stone for fat.

1732. So that in the year 1830 it sold for 3s., now it sells for 4s. ?—To the

best of my recollection it was about 3s. ; it has risen within these few months.

1733. To 4s. ?—Yes.

1 734. Can you state what it was last year ?—No, I cannot.

^73')- Was it under 3s. last year ?— I think it was between 3s. and 4s.

1 736. If that is the case, that the price of English tallow or English fat being

at 3s. in the year 1830, at 3s. Gci. we will say in the last year, and now at 4s.,

is it fair to say that the importation of Russian tallow has materially injured

the
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the sale of English iat in tlic market, or that a grazier has much to complain //, w. Il'i'snr., Esq.

of in the present price of that article ?— I conceive that the quantity produced •

in this country has been less in consequence of the great loss of turnips, 3Marchi?36.

that the quantity from the English grower has been less of late. I might add,

that from the low price of fat, the decrease of capital, and from the great

losses the graziers sustained in the dry summer of 182G, and since that from
the rot, a larger portion of ewes, and consequently fewer fat sheep, have

been kept.

1737. You mean that his cattle have been less fat?—Yes.

1738. That refers to this year only?—To this last year, and to several

preceding.

1 739. If it should appear that there has been no material falling off in the price

of tallow or of fat, then would it not be presumable that the market has not been

im])roperly damaged by the importation ?—I have not been sutficiently accjuainted

with imports to say exactly the effect upon it ; but it is merely the general opinion

that I have formed upon it.

1 740. Is it the opinion of your neighbourhood, that you are injured by the

importation of foreign tallow ?— ]\Iost decidedly.

1741. There have been importations of foreign tallow at all times, have there

not ?—Yes, 15 or 16 years ago, before I took any part in agricultural concerns.

1742. Do your tenants complain; have you reduced their rents?—Yes.

1743. How much per cent, in your old rents ?—It has varied very much.

1744. In grazing land now? —In grazing land some have reduced from 10 to

15 to 25 per cent.

1 74.5. In your neighbourhood ?—Yes.

1746. Do they still complain?—They do not complain so much as they did.

1747. What reductions have you made yourself, in what proportion?—Our
rents were not raised in the same way as other people's in the neighbourhood

were, and ours is only reduced 10 per cent., but they were not raised in the

high times.

1748. When were your rents fixed, if that is the case ; were they fixed before

the war?— I am sorry I have not the paper with me, but I think it was about 1797

or 1798 they were fixed, and then they were raised one-fifth.

1749. And since they have been reduced 10 per cent. ?—Yes.

1750. Do they now complain ?—Not near so much as they did.

175 1 . Do they complain at all ?— Yes, they do.

17.52. Do they require still further reductions, as far as you yourself know, or

have been advised by those to whom you entrust your concerns ; do they require

further reductions ?-—Some of them do certainly.

17.53. Are the rents well paid or not ?—Pretty well ; I am speaking of Leices-

tershire now ; the Norfolk and Suffolk rents are very badly paid.

1754. Have any farmers in your county failed?—Yes, numbers ; in Leicester-

shire I mean.

1755. A large proportion, a great many?—No, I should think not.

1 756. Have they been prudent persons, or was it in consequence of the times ?

—Of the times.

1757. Have you observed any effect upon the poor in that part of the country

from the failure of those persons 1—We suffer most from the manufacturers

pressing upon the poor-rates to a very great extent.

1758. How do you mean pressing ; be so good as to explain?—For instance,

in the parish of Wigston, which contains between 2,000 and 3,000 acres, there

are 69 agricultural labourers and 301 manufacturers.

17.59." For whom do these manufacturers work ; where do their masters live ?

—In Leicester chiefly.

1760. Do they contribute anything to the poor-rates of that parish?— O,
hardly any thing ; there may be individuals who may happen to have a small

cottage, or something of that sort ; but we find it, as magistrates, extremely

ditficult to get any rates from these manufacturers ; we have had numbers of

them, and we have stmck them off, till at last in some parishes they have hardly

thought proper to rate them at all.

1 761 . A manufacturer hving in Leicester employs workmen in these parishes ?

In aU the parishes round.

1762. Do these Leicester manufacturers contribute to the poor-rates of those

parishes where their workmen Uve ?—Hardly any thing. From an Abstract of

464. M 4 the
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11. IV. Wilson, Esq. ^^^^ Parliamentary Returns, showing the money levied for the poor and the

county-rates in each county in England and Wales for 1834, Leicester

3 March 1836. 108,330/. 3s. ; of this sum mills and factories contribute only 783/. 2s. ; the

dwelling-houses contribute 29,551/. 7s.; manorial profits, navigation, &c.,

638/. 14 s.

1 763. Did the land contribute all the rest ?—The land contributed 108,330 /. 3s.

and the mills and factories only 783/. 2s.

1 7(^4. Can vou tell the Committee how is the land-tax in that part of the

country ; how does it bear on agricultural districts and on the towns ?—I cannot

speak to that ; on our own property it is redeemed, and, I believe, generally.

1765. You do not know that it is much lower in the towns ?—No.
1 766. How are the county-rates ; as a magistrate, can you form an opinion as

to the proportion of prisoners sent from the towns to the gaols, and those sent

from the villages ?—I should say that there was a large proportion of manufac-
turers of those who are committed ; but perhaps I could give a better answer to

that to-morrow.

1767. There are a larger portion of manufacturers committed than agricul-

turists-—I should think so.

1768. What is the rate of wages given to your manufacturing population?

—

We found great difficulty in ascertaining the rate of wages manufacturers give
;

and in the adjoining parishes, where the manufacturers were employed, they

force the landlords to make up the wages of the labourers ; and w-e found the

greatest difficulty possible in ascertaining from the manufacturers what they really

received ; but the manufacturers at this time are in a state of full employment,
that we have not suffered to that extent we formerly did.

1 769. Within what ages do they employ them in the manufactories r— I cannot
speak to that fact ; the stockingers are all grown-up people, but in the winding
and those manufactories I have been in I have seen young children, but not so

young as I have heard of in other places.

1 770. On an average, do the agricultural employers or the manufacturing
employers find work for a larger proportion out of each family as to age ?

—The young children in agricultural parishes have little or no employment
whatever.

1771. Supposing your labourers were not employed in manufactures, would
there be sufficient means of employing them in agriculture?—Not in these par-

ticular parishes ; they would be useless to the land.

177:2. Has not the machinery taken away the employment of women and
children in agricultural parishes ?—To a very large extent.

1773- You are not old enough to remember when they spun by the road-

side?—No. An account has been given to me by a respectable person on that

point, who had it from an old man in his own parish ; he gave me this ; I

believe it is the statement of what his own wife and family received. He says,
" Forty years since the wages of labour was 1 s. a day ; his wife spinning
wool or flax was 8rf. a day; a child 12 j^eai's old was %d., of 10 years old

6rf., of eight years old Ad., which is 3 s. 2 d. a day." The wages now of a
labourer in that neighbourhood is 1 s. 6 c/. a day, and his wife and children earn
little or nothing.

1 774. What they used to do in spinning is now done by machinery ?—Yes.
177.'). Have you turned your attention to the relative value of hides?—I can-

not speak to that ; I know there is a great reduction ; I do not know to what
amount.

1776. Would it be fair to take the present market price for meat as the price

which the farmer receives for his fat stock ?—Certainly not, because the butcher
now is not realizing the same sum which he did for his fat ; so that he gives the

grazier less for his meat.

1777. But although the price of meat in butchers' shops may be no criterion

by which to judge of the price the farmer gets, yet the price of the beast, taken
together, as sold in Smithfield market now, and as sold at any other time, is

a fair criterion to judge, inasmuch as the fat and lean and every thing else is

taken together, is it not?— I have made a calculation.

1778. Is not the question for the grazier, what he gets for the whole animals
when fattened ?— Certainly.

1779. Although that sum he gets for the whole animals when fattened may not
stand in the same proportion to the price of meat when sold by the butcher to.

the
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the consumers, yet if he gets now the same price for tlic whole carcase he got //. w. Wihon, Esq.

before, he is equally well off?— But he does not do that.

1780. If the price of the hide and the fat was as high as it used to be, he 3 March 1836.

would of course get a larger price for the beast?—Yes.

1781. In whatever way that loss is to be divided between him and the butcher,

still it must be a positive loss to the farmer, if the price of the fat and hide is

lower ?—Yes, it must be a positive loss to him.

1782. You stated that there had not been a corresponding falling off in the

price of lean stock as there had been in the price of fat stock?— I conceive not.

1783. Are you at all able to account for that ; have you ever intpiircd into the

causes of that ?—One reason for the price of lean stock being bigher than it

ought to be for the Leicestershire farmer is, that they are not enabled to keep
a great quantity during the winter, and they aU want beasts at the same time,

therefore they bid for the lean beasts one against the other, and often get a higher

price than they ought to do.

1 784. In fact they must have them ?—Yes ; if not, they say the land is useless

to them.

1785. But is the price of lean stock, though higher in comparison than fat

stock, is it lower thaa it was some years ago?—O yes, certainly, very con-

siderably.

1 786. Do you know whether the breeder of lean stock is not in a worse situa-

tion a good deal, than the grazier, in consequence of the depression of price?

—

vSpeaking of Leicestershire, I have had so little to do with breeding farms, I can
hardly give an answer.

1787. Are you able to state the condition of the freeholders who occupy their

own land in Leicestershire, as compared with the state of the tenants ?—I am not

prepared to give the difference between the two.

1788. Can you state, from your own knowledge of the freeholders, if they are

in a prosperous or distressed state ?—They are cei'tainly in a distressed state, but
they are better off" than the tenants in many instances, from the circumstance of

its being known that they have some property of their own, and they can get

accommodation at their bankers for money, which the tenant now cannot do. At
the present time the country bankers are willing to give credit to manufacturers,

but they are not willing to do so to the I'armer, and have not been for many yeSrs,

because it ceases to be a profitable concern ; a country banker has stated to me,
and a man of some eminence, several times, that if a farmer would bring surety,

that then they would advance him money, but that they have not done so for

many years, from grazing and farming being an unprofitable concern ; in many
instances the freeholders are in as bad or worse state than the mere tenants,

those who purchased their farms in the high times, and have borrowed part of

the money.
17M9. There is no difficulty with the banker to make an advance when he

considei'S his security good, but in the case of the farmer he has been so much
distressed, he does not think his security is good ; is not that what you mean ?—
He has long ceased to think so.

1790. In point of fact, the stock in hand of a farmer in most instances, has
ceased to be any security at all in a grazing country ?- -Certainly, it is no security

whatever ; because in some instances, indeed in many, they have sold their fat

stock at very little or any profit.

1791. You do not confine your obsei"vations to the grazing countries, but you
extend it to the arable farmer ?—The arable farmer is in a very much worse
state.

I7y2. As to credit?—Decidedly so, at this very time ; I do not know in the

county of Norfolk where I could look for a solvent tenant.

1793- You speak to those parts of Norfolk where barley is grown to a very
great extent?—Yes.

1 794. The country bankers apply their minds a good deal to the consideration

as to which is a good security, and which is not?—Yes, certainly.

179,5. Then can there be a stronger proof of the wretched state of the agri-

culturists, than that the bankers will not lend the farmers money ?—It is a strong
proof, certainly.

• i7q6. In what state are the freeholders in the county of Norfolk?— The
remarks before made on the freeholders of Leicestershire, apply with more force

here ; I know many instances where it has caused utter ruin.

4<^4- N 1797. Is
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7. JJ. »'i/4ow,Esq. 1797. Is there any thing in the course of the cultivation of land you could
"77

i r~- suggest, likely to relieve the farmers from the distresses, by the introduction
3 .

area I
3 . ^^ ^^^, Other article that will be profitable to the farmers ; hemp, flax or any other

articles ?— I am not prepared to say to what extent flax and hemp ; what profit

it would yield.

1798. If there is a considerable increased proportion of those articles from
abroad, do you not conceive that if the Legislature was to give any assistance

that way, it would be beneficial to the farming interests ?—Certainly ; and rape

is a thing that is imported, which yields no profit on certain lands, in consequence

of importation ; I do not speak from my knowledge ; I have understood the

duty was 20s. ; it is now Is.

1 790. You are not aware if there is any decreased quantity of hemp and rape

and flax grown of late years?— I conceive so.

1 800. The importation abroad has interfered with the general growth ?—Yes.

1801. There used to be formerly a bounty on the growth of flax?— I have

heard so ; I am not acquainted with it.

1802. There is no bounty now?— I think not.

1803. Are you aware if flax is grown in this country of an inferior quality

than used to be ?—No ; I have not seen any grown in our neighbourhood for

some time.

1804. For how long?— I really can hardly remember.

180,5. Have you any practice of feeding of cattle on malt?—I have fed them
on grown barley, and horses too.

1 806. Are you aware that malt is a much stronger food ?—I have been told so ;

I believe it to be the case.

1807. Do not you think it would be exceedingly advantageous to the agri-

culturist if the duty on malt was repealed, so far as to allow him to malt his own
barley for his own consumption ?—There is no question about it ; it would be a

very great relief

1808. Do you know what the duty on the importation of those articles, hemp,
flax and tallows was formerly ?—I was told a short time ago it was 20 s.

1809. Is there much improvement going on in the cultivation of land with

you?—Yes, a good deal.

1810. Tlie cultivation has improved ?—Yes.

1811. Has there been much draining ?—There has.

1812. Of the grass lands ?—Yes; especially for the last three years, from the

rot ; the landlords have generally encouraged it.

1813. So there has been a great improvement of cultivation ?—Yes.

1814. That improvement has taken place at the expense generally of the land-

lord, not of the tenant?- I should say, to my own knowledge, greatly.

1815. Can you say whether the improvements you have been making at your

own expense on your own lands have not exceeded the 10 per cent, you reduced

your rents since the last war?—Not in Leicestershire ; but we have done all sub-

stantial repairs, made new buildings and other allowances, which we should not

have been required to do when the times were better ; these have amounted to a

very considerable sum.
1816. Were you not called on for a reduction in going back, of rent, when the

rot took place in the country ?— It so happened that the land I was connected

with in Leicestershire was pretty well drained before that ; the loss on our own
estate was not so great as of our neighbours.

1817. Do not you know your neighbours were called on for a very large reduc-

tion of rent ?—Yes.

i8i8. As much as 30 per cent, on the rent, or to what amount in that year?

— I do not know to what amount.

1819. Have you understood it was a considerable amount ?—^ es.

1 820. One advantage, is there not, which the tenants derive from draining, is,

that they get a greater produce from the land without any increase of charges on

the people whom they employ upon it?—Yes.

iSji. Therefore it bv no means shows that the landlords are likely to profit

much by it, for it is as much a symptom of distress as any thing else, is it not ?

—If it had not been for those improvements, and for the tenant using his utmost

endeavours to keep as much stock as possible, and improve his land more, they

would not have been in so good a state as they are at present.

1822. Have tenants in your part of the country what is called scourged the

land
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land, that is, by over-cropping or working it out ?—In many instances they have, ii- ^- IVilsim, Ksq.

to a very great extent.

1823. Has not the ruin of the estates in that way been the means of keeping 3 March i8;}6.

them up in the way they have been kept up ?—Yes.

1824. And so saved themselves from ruin?—They have done everything tuey
could to prop up a bad concern for a year or two, and have sunk at last.

1825. Has not that been one of the means ?—It has.

1 826. Has much grass land been ploughed up?—Yes.

1827. Broken up and turned into arable?—Yes.

1828. That enabled the tenant to pay his rent out of his landlord's capital?—
Yes, it has been the means of propping up rents for a few years.

1 829. Looking about in your neighbourhood, should you say that there has

been more land converted from pasture to arable, than of arable land laid down
to grass ?—There has been little or none laid down in grass in that country.

1830. There has been a considerable quantity ploughed up ?—Yes.

1831. That is with the consent of the landloi'ds, is it not?—Yes, of course.

1832. The leases generally prevent the tenant doing it without consent?

—

Certainly ; besides it would be against the custom of the country ; they would be
liable to damages.

1833. That consent given is likewise a proof of the distressed state of the

tenant, which induces the landlord to give that consent ?—It has been in many
instances to prop up the rents.

1 834. Looking to the relative value of corn and of meat, should you say there

was much temptation to break up grass land 1—None now, but there was a few
years ago.

1835. Have not tenants and landlords been obliged to consent to this over-

cropping, to keep up the rents yearly ?—Yes.

1836. In many instances you have known tenants over-crop without the con-
sent of the landlords ?—Certainly.

1837. Notwithstanding covenants or the custom of the country?—Some do
that.

1 838. Do the tenants now lay down their land in as good a state as they used
to do ?—There has been little or no land laid down.

1839. Have you any account which would show the effect of the introduction

of foreign tallow on the land of this country ?—I submitted the data that this

calculation is made upon to many of the graziers and butchers in our neighbour-
hood, and they agree in the accuracy of it.

[llie same is delivered in, and read as follows .]

Calculations of Loss in the Profits of the Grazier upon Sheep and Bullocks, when the
Price of Fat is lower than that of Meat, which it formerly equalled. (The price being 3d.
per lb. lower, which it has generally averaged of late.)

Upon good grazing land the sheep will average 20 or 22 pounds per quarter. The tallow
fat on the kidneys and parings of the neck, chine and loin will average 20 pounds, which,
at 3d. loss, is 5s. The same description of land will feed beasts of 64 stone (M pounds to
the stone), the fat one-eighth, or eight stone, at ?,d., is 28 s.

Allowing two beasts to three acres, or 16 stone of fat, at

3 d. per pound, is 56 s. ; divided by three, the number s. d.

of acres - - - - - - - -188
One and a half sheep per acre, as above - - - 7 6

Or loss per acre - - 26 2

If it be allowed the grazier ought to make three rents, one for himself, one for expenses
and one for the landlord, divided by three, it would give 8 s. 8rf., or from 20 to 25 per cent,
which now would be about 40 s. per acre.

On land of inferior quality to the above, one beast at 50 stone
to two acres, the fat, five stone, at Zd. per pound, ia equal to s d.

17 s. 6 d. ; one-half - - - - - - - -89
One sheep per acre, as above - - - - - - -5_

464. N 2 Or
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H. W. Wihon,Y.sc^. (\ divklcrl by three, as before, would amount to seven per cent, on the
rental of 32s.

;
price 2 Jcf, lower.

3 March 1836. s. d.

Two beasts, as in the first instance, 16 stone of fat, at 2 1 rf per
pound, is 4(5 s. 8rf., divided by three - - - - _X5C^

One and a half sheep per acre, 30 pounds of fat zX^ld. - -03
Loss per acre - - 2i Q\

N.B.—The tallow will weigh from 10 to 14 pounds ; the fat on the kidneys not less than
five pounds. The parings are small in the country, but in London often 10 or

12 pounds; therefore the calculation is a moderate one. Sheep which have
been fed on artificial food will average a larger quantity.

An eminent land surveyor reported to me he considered the average price of mutton
to the grazier ad. per pound, the fat, about 12 pounds, at 3c?., the difference of price, Id.;
amounting to 2s. each sheep. Here the parings are not taken into account, being sold with
the meat at a reduced price, which takes from the average price received by the grower.
The average weight of a beast eight score and ten pounds per quarter, 85 stone London
weight, or between 48 and 49 stone, 14 pounds to the stone; average of fat, seven stone of
14 pounds. The difference at 2fZ. per pound is equal to 16s. 4<i. On the average of feeding
and stone land, one beast and one sheep to an acre, rent 30s. Therefore,

s. d.

Half a sheep----------i_
Half a beast ---------- 82
Loss per acre - - - - - -.- - - -9 2

Or when the price is 3(/. less - - - - - -133

That is what the grazier would directly gain if the fat was advanced to the price of the
meat ; but his gain would not rest here ; indirectly he would gain more.

It is a well-known fact that sheep which are made thoroughly fat, and weigh from 2.5 to

40 pounds per quarter, are not so valuable per pound as one less fat, and weighing from 16
to 20 pounds per quarter ; not that there is a difference in the quality, but because it is too
fat, and not so saleable ; in consequence of which the grazier (under existing prices) prefers

selling his sheep when they are half fed, which it would not be his interest to do if tallow

and meat were at the same price ; because he could make his sheep thoroughly fat upon
good feeding land at less expense than he could make a young or lean one marketable, as
fat animals, whether beast or sheep, eat less and gain more weight in proportion than lean

ones. The quantity of two-shear heavy sheep has much decreased of late years, in con-
sequence of this difference of price.

1 840. You have stated that the price of fat and of tallow which you have
been speaking of, was 3a\ in 1830 per stone, and that it is 4s. at present ; is it

possible to reconcile to that state of things the opinion that the lowering the

price of tallow or fat is any material cause of the present distress of the farmer ?

— I hardly know if I can make myself clearly understood, but I conceive that the

price of meat has at this time fallen off in quantity.

1 S41. But speaking of the price of fat or tallow, to which you seem to attach

considerable importance ; first, you have given details of the importations of

foreign tallow, which, taking London and the outports together, did not show any
material increase of importation ; and secondly, you have stated that the prices

are considerably better than they were six years ago ; can you state how you
reconcile to these facts the opinion that the alteration in the price of tallow or

fat is at the bottom of the present distress of the farmer '?—I forget the date, but

I can remember the time when fat and meat made the same price ; that was when
there was no importation, as I am told.

1842. You remember the fact of fat and meat being the same price?—Yes.

1843. You do not remember when the fat was still higher than the meat ?—;-

I have been told so.

1 844. What was the highest price you remember fat and meat were at ?—It

was before I looked at accounts myself.

1845. Have you seen any accounts, included in authentic returns, on which

you can state fat to have been as high as 9^. a pound ?—No, I have not.

1846. You were asked if during the war the value of the fifth quarter was not

considered generally to cover the rent on the grazing ground ?—I have not made
that calculation ; I have heard it was considered sufficient ' for the butcher's

profit.
^

1847. If
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1 847. If that is withdrawn, the farmer might get it out of the carcase ?—Yes. //. w. Wihor.,V.?,(\.

1848. The seller must give it out of the carcase?—Yes.

1840. Have you any further observations to make to the Committee ?—As to 3 March 1836.

the state of the Norfolk and Suffolk farms, I have examined thjb accounts and
memorandums I have with mc, and regret f had not a few more da}s' notice, that I

might have collected others, and have been better prepared to answer the various

and important questions that Noble Lords have put to me. I take as an example

three farms of good and of light land ; the former contains 1 1 acres ; the land

tax is 45/. As. Hd., about l.v. 6(1. per acre ; the rent in 1820 was 1,010/., which

was not set upon the high prices of the years 1810, 1812 or 1813. In 1821,

20 per cent, was taken offand continued. In 1827 or 1828 the tenants required

a further abatement, but stated their rents were not too high when the average

price of wheat and barley together was 100*. per quarter; it reached this price

the following two years, when the tenants declared they were worse off" than ever,

and that the great increase of poor-rate was the cause ; upon which I made an

arrangement, instead of further reduction in money, to allow on the three farms

86/., or rather more than another 10/. per cent., for claying and draining; this

has been continued, with a trilling increase, to the present time ; and if the prices

of produce do not improve the tenants cannot pay their rents, and I believe have

not done so lately from the annual produce of their farms. Timber and bark have

fallen one-half in value ; the cause, importations. Underwood in the same parish

about 200 acres, formerly considered low let at 220/., tenant paying all outgoings

except the land-tax, 9/. lOs. ; now reduced to 160/., landlord paying the tithes,

rates, &c., which amounted to 86/. last year. For three hght-land farms, con-

taining 2,398a. 2r. 5 p., the rents were formerly 1,140/. the land-tax on two of

them 49/. \\s. 8(1. ; in 1831 the net rent was 709/. 6.?;. 9f/. ; in 1833, only

595/. 5s. 7\d., after deducting repairs, &c. Further reductions have been made
this and last year. One tenant declares he has paid his rent out of his capital

each year of his occupancy (three years) ; that his corn will not pay the labour

this year. Last year one tenant left ; the third piirposes doing so this year.

[^The Witness is directed to withdraiv.

Ordered, Tliat this Committee be adjourned 'till to-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Veneris, 4' Afartii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

David Hodgson, Esq. is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

1850. YOU are a merchant at Liverpool?—Yes.

1851. You were examined before a Committee of the House of Commons in

1833?—I was.

1852. Are you acquainted with Ireland?—I am generally acquainted with

Ireland.

1853. From your situation, do you know much about the quantities of corn

imported into Liverpool lately from Ireland ?—Yes.

1854. Has it increased, or diminished ?—It has been increasing and varying.

1855. Has it increased lately?—With reference to what period?

1 856. Witliin three or four years ?—I think it has ; but there is an account

regularly delivered to Parliament. I have got the particulars up to the present

time.

1857. What quantity was imported in 1833?—Eight hundred and forty-four

thousand two hundred and one quarters.

1S58. Was that of all descriptions of grain ?—No ; of wheat and flour.

1859. Do you know the expense of cultivating corn in Ireland ?—No.
1 860. Do you know whether it has increased ?— It has been on the increase for

a great length of time.

1861. For how many years ?—I cannot state the period ; but for a great length

of time ; in the list of imports since 1 S20 it has been constantly on the increase,

but varying according to particular circumstances ; I mean in the proportion of

4C4. N 3 wheat

D. Hodgson, Esq.

4 March 1836.
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D. Hodgson, Ksq. wheat and oats respectively, according to the encouragement given to one or the

other.

4 March 1836. 1862. Hgyc they broken up grass land, and sowed it into corn ?—I am not in

the possession of facts as to that.

1S63. Do vou know if the quantity of land cultivated for corn in this country

has increased' or diminished ?— I do not know if there has been any material

change.

1804. Do vou know any thing—if any foreign corn has come in?— For home

consumption,' clandestinely;—none whatever.

1865. You have no reason to think any foreign flour has come in the shape of

Irish flour to this country ?—No.

1 S66. Wliat is vour particular business ?—I am in the corn trade, and a

general merchant.

1 807. And connected with Ireland 1—Yes ; and with other parts of the world

occasionally.

1868. Receiving consignments of corn ?—Yes, and in the purchase of corn.

I have an opinion with regard to the present depression in the price of wheat,

and of the prospect of a change in the value, which, if permitted, I would state.

1 86q. What is your opinion ?—The present depression in agricultural produce

I apprehend to be confined to wheat ; there is not any other article, of which I

am aware, of agi-icultural produce, that is not maintaining either an average price

or above it, or nearly the average of the last 15 years ; the depression of price is

confined to wheat only.

1870. WTiat, in your opinion, is the occasion of that ?—A superabundant pro-

duction for three or four years.

187 1 . Where have you a superabundant production, in England or Ireland?

—

Partly in both, but especially in a particular portion of England.

i8'72. What is the part of England ?- -The great wheat-growing districts,

embracing the counties of Essex, Norfolk, Suftblk, and Lincolnshire, &c. There

were three crops in succession, 1832, 1833, and 1834, but in particular 1834,

which in that district was the largest in point of acreable produce I have

known.
1873. Have you tlie means of knowing if the increase of wheat has not been

occasioned in those counties by its being grown on that land on which they used

to cultivate oats ?—I think not ; the crops of wheat for 1832 and 1833 I compute

as having been crops yielding a supply sufficient for the consumption of the

countn,'.

1874. From England and Ireland?—Yes ; 1834 the crop greatly exceeded the

consumption.

187.5. What do you say of 1835?—It was an average, and not producing

what I should think would be equal to the consumption of the year.

1 876. Are the Committee to understand you as speaking of the whole United

Kingdom all the way through ?—Yes ; the commercial estabushment, of which I

am a partner, have been in the habit many years of making annual examinations

of the wheat crop in England,— since, I think, 1809, and of forming each year

their opinion of its productiveness. The crop of 1834 was one of the largest and

best crops, especially in the great wheat-growing district, to which I have already

referred, that has come under their notice. Independently of season, there

were causes tending to increase the growth of wheat in this country ; for

instance, the price of oats in 1832 and 1833, and of barley, was singularly low,

whence there was inducement to convert to wheat tillage every soil that could be

converted.

1877. That is from oats and barley ?—Yes, and from cattle ; cattle maintained

lower prices in 1830 and 1831 than the relative proportions of wheat ; wheat

being high in 1828, 1829, 1830, and 1831.

1878. Are you aware whether that inducement to produce wheat was not in

consequence of a great importation of oats from Ireland?— I have no reason to

think so.

1879. Was not an immense quantity of oats imported from Ireland in those

years ? —The difference in the importation of oats, by the returns, does not appeju-

very large.

1880. It is above 1,000,000 quarters a year, is it not?—Yes; the aggregate

importation is always above that; the importation last year was 1,800,000

quarters, the year before 1,700,000, and the year before 1,600,000; and the

larsrest
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largest import appearing in the list was in the year 1828, being 2,000,000 /J. Hof/gwH, Esq.

quarters. ' "

1881. Was not that sufficient, added to the English crop, very much to over- '^
Mart" >^3o-

stock the English market?— The market sub-sefjuently to the year 1828 was

overstocked with oats, so that the price fell greatly, relatively to the price of

wheat.

1882. Do you not know that the lands that used to be cultivated for oats were

cultivated for wheat ?—I should infer it,

1S83. Do you infer it from general reasoning, or from the report of the per-

son you sent to examine 'I—No. The person's business is with wheat alone.

1884. It is almost a necessary inference?—Yes, I tliink so.

1885. You stated tliat the other grain has averaged about the price it has

done the last 15 or 20 years; are you aware if the crops of other grain have

been very defective the last three years,— barley and beans particularly V— I think

beans may have been ; I am not aware of it as to oats and barley.

i88(). Your reporter only reports on the wheat crop?—Only.

1887. Does he on the others'?—He makes general observations ; but his mode
of examining the wheat crop is peculiar, and is what alone is relied on ; the rest

is merely common observation.

1888. At what period of the year do you send your examiner round ?— Accord-

ing to the season ; immediately preceding the harvest, when the grain is very

nearly fit for the sickle.

1889. You have reason to think the reports you get are accurate ?—Yes.

i8qo. How many persons do you send round the kingdom ?—Two.

1891. Are other merchants at Liverpool in the same practice?—None.

1892. You are the gentleman who stated that before the Committee in 1833 ?

—Yes, I am.

1893. You were going on to give your view ?— If I understand the object of

inquiry with your Lordshi])'s Committee, it is to ascertain the causes of depression

in the price of wheat, and the prospect there may be of improvement.

1 894. Can you refer to the present prosperous condition of the manufacturing

districts?— I was going to say I think there is no agricultural produce whatever

that is low, with the exception of wheat ; none.

1895. There is no distress except that which is caused by the low price of

wheat?—I am not aware of any.

1 896. What do you consider to be a fair remunerating price for the different

sorts of grain?— I think the best mode of ascertaining that would be the average

prices of the last 20 or 30 years.

1897. The Committee would rather you gave a distinct answer to that ques-

tion ?—It is the only way which occurs to me of answering it.

1898. You are not practically acquainted with the subject?—No, I am not

practically acquainted with it.

1899. The remunerating price to the farmer must depend on the rent he

pays.?—If a merchant is asked the pi'ice of any commodity that he is dealing in,

and were shown an account of the price for the last 20 years, and he says

the constant price is so and so, my inference would be that that person

must of necessity cease to produce it, or else it is not a remunerating price.

If you take 20 years as an average, or any given period that you may please,

and still find the article produced and the quantity is still sufficient for the

supjily of the consumption for which it is appointed, I should, with submission,

think that is the best mode you have of arriving at the remunerating price.

1900. You say you conceive there is no article of agricultural produce too low-

to afford a fair remunerating price to the farmer, except wheat?—Yes.

1901. Be so kind as to state what you consider now are those prices with

respect to other articles which give a sufficient remunerating price for the farmer?

—Oats, barley and beans are nearly at average prices ; wheat alone is the article

very much below the average. Wheat is about 42 s. a quarter, whilst the

average of the last 16 years would be about 60s. Oats are now about 21 5. or

22s. ; and in the average price for the same period there is a difference only of

about 2*. ; the same with barley and beans.

i(j02. In taking the present price of those different articles, before you can

make up your mind if it is a lair price to remunerate—not a farmer who pays

his rent, but a fieeholder cultivating his own land— must you not take into con-

sideration the produce of the preceding year, and the sale of the articles produced,

464. N 4 which



104 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

D. Hodgson, "Esq. wliich is to give a return to the farmer?—The quantity of produce aifects the

price materially, of course.

4 March 1836. IQ03. Can you make an estimate of the fair remunerating price to the free-

holder cultivating his own land, without considering what is the crop from which
he obtains that price ?—^No, I cannot ofier an opiioion ; the circumstances under
which liis produce are raised must be so varied.

1004. Must it not be a most important ingredient as to the sufficiency of the

price, the quantity of the article which is produced ?—Unquestionably ; but the

fluctuations from year to year, as so affected, influence the aggregate price in the

series of years.

IQ03. But the question is this : whether at the present moment, under the

present circumstances of the farmers,—not the tenants but the freeholders

—

whether the prices themselves are such as to leave the freehold farmer in a

depressed or a prosperous state ?— I should think in a prosperous state ; the

interchangeable value of wheat is probably as high now,—I ought rather to say

of every thing but wheat,—as at any given period.

1006. You tliink the condition of the farmers at present is prosperous?

—

There may be some abatement, occasioned by the pressure of peculiar circum-

stances, as the price of wheat.

1907. Have you any doubt that they have been in a state of great distress for

at least live years ?— I really would rather not give an opinion upon that to which
I am not competent to speak.

ipoS. Can you give any opinion on the subject without knowing what is the

quantity of produce contrasted with the price ; is it possible ?—The quantity of

produce of wheat is ver}' large.

iQOq. Is not the difference between the price of wheat and of other aiticles

this, that of w"heat there has been a large quantity produced, whereas, ever}'body

knows, of the other articles there has not been any thing like an average crop.

Do not you know that occasions the difference between the price of wheat and
the price of oats and barley, that of wheat there have been fair crops, and barley

and oats have been much under the quantity ?—From the failure of the season or

less cultivation?

igio. From any source ; has there not been from failure of seasons ?— I think

not ; I think there has been from a variation in the cultivation, and that variation

is in the course of correcting itself now.
• 1911. Has not that variation in the cultivation been from an inundation of

Irish oats, in a gi'eat measure?—I cannot say that.

1912. Your reason for thinking the farmers are getting a remunerating price

is, that they have gone on for several years ?—Yes, I think so.

1913. Is not the high price of other articles occasioned by theu" scarcity in

the markets ?—By the relative scarcity, no doubt.

1914. And that from bad seasons?—No ; I should not so conclude ; I should think

it is from the preference that has been given to the cultivation of wheat, but more
especially to an extraordinary natural production of wheat in the year 1 8.34 ; that

there was a greater acreable produce of wheat in the great wheat-growing districts

of England than had been for a great many years ; and that though the farmer of

England generally may not be remunerated in wheat because of the low price, he
however would be in the east of England on account of the very unusual acreable

produce of wheat.

1915. Are you prepared to state that the price of other articles remunerated
him for his loss in wheat ?—I am not prepared to state that, but I am of opinion

that he is now in a situation of improvement, from the rise in price of wheat ; and
that we shall have, in the course of the ensuing year or two, a further great

improvement in the price of wheat.

1916. On what grounds do you form that opinion?—On these grounds: the

years 18-32, 1833 and 1834, but especially 1834, gave from natural causes an
unusual superabundance; 1835 was merely an average crop, and hence the

accumulation of stock, resulting from 1834 particularly, is now in the course of

being consumed, as the crop of last year weis not a crop of supply ; an average

crop, according to mv mode of computing, would not suffice for the consumption
of the country ; hence the load which pressed on the previous year is now in the

course of diminution ; the price is already manifesting that ; smce the com-
mencement of the year, it has risen 10s. 6d. a quarter for wlieat. I am of opinion,

that in the years 1832 and 1833, crops were upon a large scale of cultivation,

becau se
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because oats and barley had not paid as well as wheat had in previous years ; d. Hodgton, Esq.

cattle likewise had not paid as well ; that there was a concentration of induce- •
—

nient to prefer the cultivation of wheat. 4 March 1836.

1917. What year was that ?—I should say for the crops of 1832, 1833, and,

in a lessening proportion, for 1834; but that in 1832 and 1833, there was an

extent of cultivation for wheat, not merely from the importation of oats from

Ireland, as has been suggested, but from the circumstance that wheat had pre-

viously paid better than all those things I have enumerated, and that there was a

decided tendency to cultivate wheat in preference to every thing else. Concur-

rently with this preferrence, there came a very extraortUnary season in 1834 that

gave the largest produce in the wheat-growing crops of England. Those accu-

mulations brought down the price of wheat to the lowest point known in the

history of agriculture almost ; I do not know whether we ever had it so low ; that

was at the close of last year, when it was down to 305. a quarter. Now, wheat

last year paid worse than any other agricultural produce ; and if one course will

produce an increase of wheat, the opposite course will produce a decrease. I am
under an impression that last year the cultivation of wheat was on the wane. A
less quantity was sown for the crop of 1835 than for 1834, and I am under the

rather strong impression that there is now, for the present crop, a less quantity

of wheat sown than for any year for the last 40 years.

1918. Do you derive that information from what was given you ; from your

traveller?—No, that is impossible ; the survey was made last year; I have been

engaged in making inquiries on this subject ; it is now almost a common opinion,

that there is a less quantity of wheat sown than there has been for very many
years ; but I w'as very desirous of establishing this by fact, not leaving a subject

of such importance to mere matter of inference ; and I had set on foot some
inquiry, but it is rather early in counties where they sow spring wheat to get a

document of that kind complete ; and at the distance of four or five weeks, a

very complete return, I think, might be obtained. It is very much to be regretted

that the country should be left in uncertainty on a statistical question of such

deep practical importance ; if it should be found to be interesting and important,

and your Lordships took it up in that light, your Lordships might have the return

made from some of the great estates, from different parts of the kingdom, and

from your land agents and stewards ; this would leave it no longer a matter of

question, but of fact, and which, according to my view, would do more than all the

discussions that can be had on the subject, to give the relief you are now seeking.

There is a common feeling in the country, that there is a small quantity of wheat

sown ; I have no doubt the facts will completely bear it out ; and it may be there

is a fifth, a third, or a fourth (there are various opinions on that subject) ; but if

facts were before your Lordships' Committee to establish that point, and you

were to promulgate it to the country as from your Lordships' Agricultural Com-
mittee, I have not the least hesitation in saying it would raise the price of wheat

20s. a quarter ; it seems a bold assertion, but we are now at this present moment
nearly 20s. below the average price of the last 20 years ; if we could show (and

no doubt it could be shown) that we are about to resume our average position,

there is no reason why we should not resume our average prices ; the manufac-

turing districts of England at present are in a high state of prosperity ; they were

never known to be equally so ; there is a great superabundance of capital, as your

Lordships perceive from the various railroads and other schemes afloat in every

part of the empire ; and there is a great inclination to invest capital in wheat at

the present time, from the knowledge that the price is so extremely low ; and all

that can be calculated upon for the ensuing crop, as regards the season, would be

an average ; more cannot be calculated on. If you have an average season with

a diminished cultivation, to such an extent as I believe in, you cannot look

forward to another year passing without realizing considerably above an average

price, for I apprehend we shall not be in an average position.

1919. What do you call average prices ?—Fifty-nine shillings a quarter.

1920. You take the average upon 20 years?—In the return to Parhament, the

average of England, from 1820 to 1833, is 59s.

1921. What is the average price of wheat in Ireland, how much a quarter, to

sell in the markets of Ireland ?— I should think it will be just the difference of

transportation.

1922. Do you mean to say, that wheat sells in the market of Dublin for any

thing like the price it sells for in the market of London ?—In proportion to the

464. o quaUty
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D. Hodgson, E^ci. quality, just the clifFerence of transportation ; not indeed the difference, for such
quality of wheat cannot be brought to London to be sold ; it finds other markets

4 March 1836. nearer, to which it is more suited ; the only difference between any part of

Ireland and England must be the expense of transportation.

1923. What was the price of wheat in Waterford market the year before last ?

—I do not remember.

1924. Was it more than 35s. a quarter?—I cannot recollect.

1925. Can you take on you to say the price of wheat in Waterford market the

year before last was more than 35 s.?—I do not remember the price.

1926. What was its price here at that time ?— I cannot recollect actual prices,

but I will take upon me to say that there can be no price in Waterford market
differing from the price in London, quality considered, more than the difference

in transport. The common interest of buyer and seller would not allow the price

to be very much lower there than in London.

1927. If there was any veiy great difference in the price beyond the expense
of transport would you not conclude that there must be a difference in the

quahty ?—Unquestionably.

1928. You state, you ground the present low price of wheat on the very super-

abundant harvest we had in 1834?—Yes.

1929. You also think the probabiUty of wheat rising in price arises from the

diminution in the groMth of wheat ?—Yes ; and to the probability that the super-

abundance yielded by the seasons will not continue.

1 930. Suppose the next season should be as abundant a harvest as we had in

1834, and suppose an inquiry instituted, and it were proved, instead of your
opinion being correct as to a less quantity of land being sown with wheat, a very

considerable increase in quantity has taken place, especially in Lincolnshire,

with the superabundant harvest, if we have one, what would then be the state of

the agricultural interest ?—Prices would be very low.

1931. Are you of opinion that at the present moment among agriculturists

who have got capitals, they have more wheat in hand than they have had for

some years ?—I think they probably have. I believe a more than usual pro-

portion of stock is in the hands of the agriculturist, not of the merchant ; and
if you could raise the price 20 s. a quarter in four or five or six weeks, as the

legitimate consequence of the facts you might be j:)ossessed of, you would confer

a verv large proportion of benefit on the agricultural interest, perhaps 4,000,000 /.

or 5,600,000 1, at once.

1932. You think the crop of wheat last year remains in the hands of the great

1 body of the agriculturists, not in the hands of those who have capital ?—I think

there must be a very considerable stock of wheat remaining in the country. I

beUeve it is not in the hands of the merchants ; what class of farmer may hold
it I am not able to say.

"^DSS- When you send your travellers round to ascertain the state of the crops

once a year, prior to harvest, do not you desire them at the same time to make
you returns of whether the stack-yards are well or ill stocked with old corn ; is

not that an important part of your calculation as to the probabilities of future

prices ?—No, it is not ; we do desire it, and obtain it ; but it has generally

appeared to me to be so uncertain, I have not wished to take away their attention

from considering themselves as machines. There is no estimate on the part of

the men whom we send round ; they go with a measuring machine, and give

the result of the dimensions accurately taken. I am afraid of giving them
much discretionary power, showing them that I should rely much on what
they gave as matter of opinion. I should be afraid of diverting their attention.

1934. What do you mean by a measuring machine ?—We have a regular mode
of examining all fields in different districts.

'^935- r)o you mean they have any machine by which to measure if it is a

good, middhng, or bad crop ?—Yes.

1936. What sort of a machine is it ?—It is a very simple machine.

1937. He does use a machine?—Yes.

1938. How can he go into different fields?—He possibly commits a trespass.

He decides to examine, we will say, alternate fields, and takes them as he pro-

ceeds, without consulting any judgment at all, merely going into every alternate

field ; or when starting in the morning resolves to take every third field, or every

second ; and whether large or small, whether clay or gravel, makes no subsequent

selection

;
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selection ; so that out of 40 stages in the course of the survey I form the average D. Hodgsnn, Esq.

result.

1939. Might not different portions of the same field show very different results 4 March 1836.

from the application of tliis machine ?—No doubt, and there is no possibility of

reducing any })lan of the kind to certainty, but in a matter of uncertainty it is

the least objectionable of any with which I am acquainted.

1 040. Does he judge with his eye about what is the average portion of the

fields, and then apply his machine to measure that average portion, and thence

draw his conclusions ?—On entering a field he looks at it, goes to a particular

part of it, according to the size of it, and goes to a particular part of the

ridge, takes his dimensions and does not use any judgment beyond that

;

and by that means arrives at as fair a result as can be expected from the

process.

1941. Does he ascertain the quantity?—Yes ; suppose a square yard, he ascer-

tains what it contains, and this may be done through 1 ,000 fields.

IQ42. Then his judgment might be according to the bulk of straw, he cannot

tell if it is well eared? — No ; he makes up a given number of ears, taken indis-

criminately, and sends them down to me, and I have them threshed.

1943. He takes a given surface, and cuts off the ear, and sends them to you?
—Yes.

1944. Does he pay no attention to the quantity grown, whether it is more or

less than another year?—The survey is very incomplete, in consequence of that

deficiency, but it would take too much time and expense. I recommended it to

Mr. Huskisson, and he was very much disposed to do it ; and it is very much
to be regretted that there is so little certain information on a subject of such

deep practical importance. If your Lordships saw it in the light I do,—I have

been attending to it for 20 years,—and if you saw the importance of it in the

way I do, 1 think Government might have an annual statement that would be of

the utmost practical importance. If the parishes throughout the kingdom were

required by the overseers to make a return of all the land and its occupation in

each parish, and the result be published in the Gazette every June, your

Lordships would know, the farmer would know, the merchant would know,

the extent of land under crop and grass, and the question be one of acreable

produce.

194.5. You say that your messenger you send about makes no inquiry as to

the stock remaining in the farmers' hands?— I did not mean to say he made no

inquiry, but it is not charged on him as part of his duty ; I think he has enough

to do in what he is required to perform. I am rather afraid of his opinions ; my
object is facts ; and if I exalted his opinion too much I should fear to divert

his attention from his duty, which is more mechanical than the exercise of

judgment.
ig46. The fact of the (quantity remaining in the hands of the farmer, as well as

that in the stack, must be a matter of importance to enable the person to judge

what would be the probable price next year ; should it not?—Yes ; but I think

you come best at that information by knowing what the produce was ; for you

are not to suppose the consumption to vary materially. I wish to ascertain

that by a particular figure which gives me the crop and consumption, and if I

find it much below or above, I draw my inference of what will be the stock.

If I had the means of accurately knowing what was the stock, it would

be better than those figures ; but I consider the figure to offer me a better

datum on which to proceed than general notion derived from servants or general

inquiry. In the line of road you might find a good many ricks in one

place, and a few in the other ; it would be a very operose and uncertain business.

1 947. At the time of the year when your man goes round, what is your opinion

as to the comparison of the actual quantity then remaining in the farmers' hands,

and the actual quantity in the warehouses ?— I do not think I have endeavoured

to settle that.

1948. What is the impression on your mind as to where the largest quantity

is Ukely to be found of these two ?—I have never endeavoured to make that

out.

1949. You cannot form any opinion as to that question?— No.

19.50. You were saying, some time ago, you thought the situation of the

farmers was not distressed, taking into consideration the circumstances of the

times, without reference to their condition?— I meant to say, that in agricultural

464. o 2 produce
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D. Hodgfoii, Esq.
pi-Q^^ice generally, with the exception of the price of wheat, which I have shown

"
to be much below the average of the last 20 years, there is not that variation in

4 .
larch i 3 . ^^^^^ produce that will not retain (as compared with all other commodities) the

exchangeable value it possessed 40 years ago ; therefore I do not see why the

farmer is in a worse condition. It is not a question of mere money, but what all

the other necessaries he has to deal in can be had for ; the change of currency

in 1819 brought down the price of every thing, but it has preserved this

juxta-position.

iQji. Is that the case as to articles most in demand by farmers, such as

leather and iron and woollen articles ?—Leather is perhaps an exception ; and

I think there may be a reason given why that should be an exception ; the

increase of luxuiy and wealth may greatly extend its use.

1052. All these articles ai-e required by the farmers to cany on tlieir concerns
;

can Vou say there has been any considerable diminution in the price of those

articles ?—A great diminution.

1053. Do you state that from information, or as a general impression on your

mind ?—I think, as to the means of subsistence, as conspicuous in the conveni-

ences of living, we see in every direction better clothing and better appearance,

and a better condition of the country, go where we will.

1054. AYhat do j'ou say as to iron; do you consider it is more or less in

demand than formerly?-—Until the rise occasioned by the sudden demand
for raihoads it was never so low; iron now is worth 10/. or 12/. a ton,

which, if my recollection be correct, was worth only 5 /. about 18 months ago.

1955. Have you particular information to enable you to come to the conclu-

sion, except those general reasonings, that the farmers do pay less for the imple-

ments of husbandrv than other matters necessary for carrying on their business,

such as are retailed to them ?—I have no doubt they must ; I cannot say why it

should be different with them from any other class.

1956. As to wages, do you suppose the farmers are better off as to wages

and poor-rates than they used to be ?—As to poor-rates, I am not at home,
also as to wages ; but they probably have not fallen in proportion to other

things.

1957. You were speaking of the quantify of spring wheat that you thought

was likely to come into the market ; have you any knowledge at aJl as to the

quantity of spring wheat usually sown ?•—No, I have not.

1958. Have you any reason to believe that it is sown to any considerable

extent ?—I do not know the proportion ; and perhaps some reason why this year

the extent may more depend on the price of wheat, is, that the turnip crop was
a failure last year, and also the sowing season was unfavourable, it was very wet.

It is possible land may yet be unappropriated, and be sown either with wheat or

other grain, according to the state of the prices.

1959. What is the impression on your mind as to the result that probably

would follow by the substitution of spring wheat for autumn wheat, as to the

quantity, or as to the price ?—I have no opinion at all about it.

i960. Have you a knowledge as to whether the produce of the spring or

autumn wheat is larger ?—By the acre ? I suppose that depends very much on
the season.

1961. Supposing land is in a proper state to sow autumn wheat and spring

wheat ?—I am not sufficiently conversant with the subject.

1962. Your impression is, that the general practice being to sow it in the

autumn, it produces a more productive crop than sown in the spring?—Yes.
1963. Do you know any parts of the country where they are in the practice

of cultivating any extensive quantity of wheat by spring sowing ?—I am not able

to answer that question ; I have an impression that it is considerably cultivated

in some parts of the kingdom, in the north of England ; but I would really

rather not speak as to facts of that kind, for a knowledge of them is very much
out of my province. I alluded at all to spring-sown wheat on the ground that I

wanted to have information ; and, as to the extent of this year's crop, I deferred

applying for it until, the period for sowing being passed, I might have a more
accurate return.

1964. You have taken your calculation of the remunerating price for farmers,

beginning in 1820; is that a fair series of years to enable you to come to that

conclusion ?— I see no reason why it should not ; I have no reason to suppose it

otherwise.

1965. You
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1965. You think, taking a series of years from 1820 to 1836, on the whole T>. ll(idgi,oii,T.m.

•you regard that as a fair criterion as to the years that have produced a remu- '—

nerating price for tenants ?—I think so. 4 March 1836.

iQ6t). You have said you thought the condition of the people hetter in general

than it was ?^Yes, 1 think so.

1967. Do youap])ly that observation to the farmers?—I should say, in passing

through the country at large, in every direction, the manifestation of greater

comfort is visible ; 1 think the observation forced on every hand.

1968. You think the condition of the farmers is better?—Yes; I see no
exception.

1969. Do you not know in the neighbourhood of Liverpool, where you live,

that a great number of farmers have broken up lately ?—I think there has been
a very considerable change of farmers, not a great many broken up. I think
there was a great deal of distress, arising from the change in the value of money,
and as a consequence of that change a great many farmers were broken up ; and
I think there is a great deal of distress, not with the tenant, but with the land-

owner, and that the tenant is now very frequently availing himself of that circum-
stance with his landlord, and the distress that did prevail, to make advantageous
bargains for himself.

1970. Are there not several gone out of business lately in your neighbour-
hood ?—Out of the farming business ?

1971. Yes; and have been obliged to give up their farms?—There may; I

did not know it ; I am not aware of a farm without a tenant.

1972. You have said you think their condition good; in order to ascertain

what then- condition is, it is fit to inquire what is the price of the different articles

they have to purchase ?—Yes.

1973. Do you know the price at which the various implements of husbandry
are sold to the farmers ?—No, I do not.

1974. Do you not know that the price of the implements of husbandry, their

shoes, their clothes, and every thing, is the same as in the time of the highest

prices ?—No ; I should think not.

1975. Do you know it?— I know clothing is not, for I can buy it cheaper for

myself, and I cannot see why a farmer cannot. As to the implements of hus-

bandry, I do not know ; I have not had occasion to buy them.

1976. Are the Committee to understand you to say the condition of the

farmers is good ?—I can only speak generally on that subject ; I am not aware
of distress.

1977. You have spoken of your information on other subjects ; is the informa-

tion you have collected round the country, that the condition of the farmers is

good, or otherwise?— I should say, with the exception of the depression in the

price of wheat, for which he has been partly compensated by quantity, I cannot
see why he should suffer by distress.

1978. What is the fact; what have you heard in the country as to the con-
dition of the farmers ?—I have heard a good deal said about the distress of

farmers ; every one who reads must notice that ; my observation has not

coincided with the statement ; I am not persuaded of it ; but at the same time
I have not been searching to establish that fact ; it is no part of my employment.

1979. You attend more to the state of towns than the country ?—Yes ; I take

a general interest in the question.

1980. Your business is that of dealing in corn in the town of Liverpool?

—

Yes, generally, and other things.

J 981. You have no practical information as to the state and condition of the

country
; your habits do not lead you particularly to examine into the condition

of the farmers in the country ?—I am a small land-owner myself, and always have
been ; I know a Uttle of it ; but I do not wish to be giving an opinion on a
subject so foreign to me.

1982. To return to your own particular business; what advance has taken
place in the market of Liverpool in the price of wheat since the rise ?—About
10 s. 6 d. a quarter.

1983. From what price to what price?—The price in Liverpool was about
35 s., and now the same quality of wheat would bring 45 s. 6 d.

1984. So that there has been an advance of from '6b s. to 45 s. 6 d. ?—Yes.

1 985. There has been an advance in the market at Liverpool from the lowest

price, which you think to have been as low as 35 s., up to 45 s. 6 d. ?— Yes.
4t'4. o 3 '986. When
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Z). //oJ^ion, Esq. ic)86. When you say 35 s. was the lowest price, was that the price of good
"~

corn ; was it ever so low as that for good wheat ?—Yes, good Irish ; not the
4 ]\ arch 1836.

^j^gg^ quaUty of wheat, such as is used in London, but good useable wheat, such

as excellent household bread could be made from.

1987. How do you rate good Irish wheat as EngUsh ?—Five shillings to 6 s.

per quarter inferior.

ipSS. How would you rate good English wheat as compared with good Dantzic

wheat ?—Good English and good Dantzic wheat are very nearly on a par
;
per-

haps Dantzic is rather superior.

iq8q. The considerable advance which has taken place in the market, do you
ascribe it, as a dealer, to the shoi't supply, or to an increased disposition to

speculate on the article ?—It is from a conviction that the supply is not likely to

be so large ; and the purchasers are both those who are buying as suppliers of

the immediate consumption, and other purchasers for investment on speculation

of a rise.

1990. Do you think there is more disposition to purchase on speculation?

—

Yes, and to hold grain generally ; not only in those disposed to buy, but in those

who have it to sell, from the conviction with the holder that he has less to sell,

and the other of less stock to purchase from ; and that the time approaches
when there will be some corresponding improvement.

1991. You suppose that the disposition to speculate arises in a considerable

degree from the opinion you have before given, that the quantity gro^\Ti or

growing for the present year is very much diminished as compared with the pro-

duction of antecedent years ?—I think that a contingency which may enter mto
the account ; but the very low prices and the circumstance I have mentioned
enter more into tlie calculation than the contingency of the diminished growth,

for I think there is not yet (though there is a common opinion) a sufficient basis

of fact on which to establish it ; it was therefore I mentioned, that if the facts

obtained—obtained by the gi'eat land-owners of your Lordships' House— should

they bear out what I state, would give the relief, the only relief, that can be
given by Government or any power whatever ; for it is clear nothing can be done
as to foreign grain, for you have had none admitted since 1831 ; the agriculturist

has had the whole market to himself.

1992. As the rise has taken place, has it brought any great quantity of corn

to the market, has it induced the growers to bring largely to the market?—They
are supplying the market fairly, not indicating any particular satisfaction with

the advance, nor yet holding it back as if afraid to meet the demand. I think

the market is just in that situation as to wheat that it either may go, without

any other stimulus than what is on it, a few shillings higher, or it may recede a

few shilUngs ; but if there was a conviction conveyed to the country that the

common opinion was a right one, of less being sown for the crop of the present

year, with the probabilities that there will be no more than an average yield, the

price of wheat would rise very considerably, probably nearly equal to 20 s. a

quarter.

1993. Has the Irish wheat since the rise been pressing into the market ?—No,
rather othenvise.

1994. Will Irish wheat for speculators keep as well as our own corn?—Not
so well.

199,5. Can you, as a dealer in corn, say how long you reckon that wheat well

harvested can keep without deterioration ?— It suffers deterioration, however
well han"ested, from keeping, unless kept in the straw, where I should think it

would not deteriorate ; it would lose in quantity, but not much in quality ; there

is a freshness in new grain which is lost in old, but it will retain its valuable

property for making sound bread indefinitely ; I have some now by me, which I

have kept in sacks or small bags, average samples of England, for the last 14 or

15 years, perhaps 20 years, and I do not tliink there is any material change ; I

am quite satisfied if you could keep wheat in bags, so as to exclude the atmos-

phere from it, you might keep it a century.

1996. Is it not the usual mode of keeping wheat, for the purpose of keeping it

in order, to turn it over and expose it to the air generally ?—Yes, it is the

general practice ; the grand desideratum must be to have your wheat in a very

fine condition when you place it in store, and then you must not admit the air

pai'tially ; if you admit the air partially you will be obliged to turn it in the

wav
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way alluded to ; if you could exclude the air wholly, it will be better so to D. Hodgson, Esq.

keep it.

1997. In the course of your experience as a merchant at Liverpool, have you 4 March 1836.

any reason to suppose
;
you have pi-obably heard the suspicions that foreic^n corn

was fraudulently imported ; have you any reason to believe that there is any truth in

that ?—I think it is impossible, i|uite impossible ; first, I cannot understand what

the inducement to a person could be to attempt the illegal importation of an

article that would yield him so little profit, and expose him to so gretit a risk : if

willing to forfeit his principle, he contrives to do it by concealment, so as to

escape the chance of a detection, and make a great profit. I cannot see what can

be the inducement to smuggle corn.

1 998. Having no inducement to smuggle at the prices which have lately existed,

would there not be a great inducement to him to smuggle, in the average prices

of the last eight or ten years?—None whatever; if the price is high he will

get it in at a small duty ; there is no inducement to smuggle where there is no

duty.

1999. Is there not always a great difference, or has there not been, between

the price of the foreign corn not admitted for consumption and English grain

admitted for consumption ?—Certainly.

2000. Is there not sufficient thfference, supposing it practicable to do so, for

persons fraudulently to import the one for the other ?— I think the freight and

the charges, and the lumber of so bulky an article, the number of persons who
must be privy to the fraud, renders it impossible ; it must be an importation

made for the express purpose of smuggling ; we know a vessel cannot go into a

creek and discharge corn without its being known throughout the country ; the

people too who would see it landed would have the greatest interest in opposing

it ; that is, the farmers.

2001. It would not in your opinion, from your experience as a merchant, be

practicable for a vessel to clear out partially loaded with corn from Ireland, and to

take in the complement of her cargo at sea from a vessel from a foreign port,

and bring it to Liverpool as Irish corn ?—She could not ; the Irish wheat is so

easily discovered ; I should know it as well as I know oats from wheat. If foreign

corn was introduced, any man who knows the quaUty of grain would say at once,

" This is foreign corn."

2002. You think you could discover it immediately ?—Yes.

2003. You feel con-\anced no such practice exists ?—Yes, I hold it to be

impracticable. I do not mean to say it is a thing impossible ; some person might

be fool-hardy enough to make the attempt ; but to speak of it as a system,

invohing any national consequences, is perfectly out of the question.

2004. Are you aware that it was proved last year foreign corn was imported

from the Isle of Man to Liverpool in that manner ?—I am not sure that it was

imported ; I think it is not very improbable that it was ; but the situation is

somewhat different as to Manx and foreign corn. From the extraordinary position

in which the Isle of Man was as to the corn laws, foreign wheat had for years

been sown there ; therefore the wheat of the island assimilated a good deal to

foreign, in consequence.

2005. That has now been put an end to ?—Yes, it has.

2006. You, the purchaser at Liverpool, w^ould immediately detect the mixture

of Irish from foreign corn if it was tendei-ed to you to purchase ?—Yes. It would

not do to mix it for concealment
;
you cannot make a mixture of two opposite

qualities of corn without its being manifest.

2007. But supposing the purchaser at Liverpool to be combined with the

seller from Ireland, in what manner is that to be detected ?—But the purchaser at

Liverpool must sell it again.

2008. But if he tenders it for sale in the market, and says, " It is mixed

wheat, I mixed it ?"—If he comes to me, and says, " I want to sell you a given

quantity of mixed wheat," and he says, " It is Irish ;" I should say, " It is not

;

where does this come from?" " Why, from Waterford ;" then I should say,

" There is a mixture of foreign wheat."
2009. That is, if you are inclined to inform ; but if you, being a miller, choose

to buy that mixed wheat, and get 25s. a quarter by the bargain, which you may,

a fraudulent purchaser or a miller might easily put it into his mill, and pocket

the difference ?—I think practically it could not be managed.

2010. Could vou detect it when" it is in the shape of flour-—No.

464.
"

04 2011. Then
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D. Hudfion, Esq. 2011. Then if the miller purchases from the mixing importer, and grinds it

" in his mill, there is no possible means, as it is to be collected from you, of

4 March 183C. detection ?—But we must first ascertain how he would get possession of it ; if it

is to be taken from Waterford some one would know it was there ; the people

there are as anxious as any class of persons to prevent that which will injure the

sale of their own produce ; and you must find some point through which you can

introduce the wheat without detection, which I take to be impossible.

2012. Why would it be impossible to do it in the way mentioned, of meeting

a ship at sea, a vessel coming out from Waterford, and you may suppose it took

only half a cargo, and met a vessel coming from Guernsey or a part of France,

and" transferred that wheat, and came into jwrt?— Supposing a vessel leaves

Waterford with half a cargo ; there would be a letter from Waterford by the day

she clears out, saving, " There is a remarkable circumstance of a vessel having

left this port where there is plenty of wheat, and sailed with half a cargo ; watch

her when she comes to Liverpool." It is quite impossible.

2013. You think they would denounce it ?—Yes.

2014. Who would ?—The merchants ; everj'body ; the collector of Waterford ;

the clearing out would attract attention.

2015. Do you mean the Government officer, or some person of his own free

will ?—It would appear so extraordinary to take part of a cargo.

2016. It would be to the interest of the merchants to- detect it .-—It would not

be to the interest of the rogue who engaged in it, but of every merchant. Sup-

pose I wanted to sell to a miller, and that I was in treaty to sell him a quantity of

w'heat, of which I was in possession in a legitimate way, and that I find him sup-

phed by another, who got it in an improper way, it can be no part of my interest

to allow such a one to supplant me.

2017. Can you get a search v.arrant to search his mill ?—They cannot get it

to the mill without the agency of many hands.

201 S. With an organization of the kind, is it not possible at a higher price of

wheat, and therefore at the greater profit, to induce a person to incur that risk, if

it could be done ?—I will not say that one of the deepest laid schemes you can

imagine, might not by possibility accomplish the introduction of a cargo of wheat.

I will not say it is impossible, but it is perfectly impossible, if apphed to any

national object, or to any question that would really affect the marketable value

of property.

201 q. Do you mean to say, all foreign wheat is of such a particular quality

that it can always be detected from Irish, or any other wheat but itself?—Yes ;

foreign wheat is of a character by which you can designate the country where it

is produced from.

2020. Has the quality of English wheat improved of late years?—I should say

it had rather improved, but much depends on the seasons ; it is difficult to judge;

except as through a series of years ; there is such an effect on quality by season,

it is not very easy to speak with regard to the fact ; I think it has probably

improved, but not in a very marked manner.

2021. The Dantzic has not deteriorated?—No ; I fancy there is a finer wheat

in Dantzic now than they ever had, but that is not attributable to the improved

cultivation, but to season ; they have had fine seasons, and a superior quality of

wheat is the consequence.

2022. You said the Dantzic and English best wheat are of an equal quality ?

—

Not the same in appearance, but of equal value ; you can know one from the

other with perfect ease.

2023. Was that always held to be the case within the last 20 years ?— I think

they have kept a juxta-position very nearly ; the Dantzic wheat was sometimes

better, sometimes not.

2024. You said that the recent rise in the price of wheat was a great deal owing

to a greater disposition to speculate ?—I think it is, in part.

202.5. Has there not been an extraordinary consumption of wheat for farming

purposes this year, to which it never was appUed before, namely, to the feeding of

cattle of all descriptions ?—Yes ; it has been cheaper than oats.

2026. And also from the want of turnips ?—Yes, I believe that was the case ;

the latter part of last year there was an unusual consumption of wheat as a sub-

stitute for other things.

2027. That application of wheat to different purposes arose, in a great measure,

from the low price of wheat itself?—Yes, no doubt.

2028. Do
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2028. Do yoii know any thing about Talavera wheat ?—Not any thing that I ^- Hodgson, Esq.

would venture to give an oj)inion on.

2029. Not so as to compare it with any thing in the country ?—No ; I do not * ^^^'^'^ '^36.

know it.

2030. Is there much American wheat introduced from the United States ?

—

None ; it is prohibited by duty ; in short, the price in America is higher than in

England.

2031. Has there been any wheat exported last season to the United States?

—

Yes ; not English wheat, but wheat out of bond, remaining in bond here ; Ame-
rican wheat returned, the old States' wheat, remaining ever since the years 1830,
1831, and 1832.

2032. What is the description of English wheat that is most common in Liver-

pool market ?—The Irish is in most general use.

2033. What is the description of the English?—There is not much ; the great

supply is- from Ireland, and occasionally from Norfolk and other counties.

2034. Have you hardly ever any white wheat in the Liverpool market ?—White
wheat is more used in London ; red wheat is the general character of that used
in Liverpool ; it is preferred there.

2035. You speak of wheat that has been here since 1830 and 1831 ?— I should
say it came here just after the periods the ports closed—in 1831.

2036. Suppose it had been here from 1831 and 1832, and you had held it as

a dealer, should you consider that now, in 1836, it very much deteriorated in

value from keeping, supposing it had been well kept and well taken care of?— It

would be deteriorated in value ; but it rather depends on circumstances ; it depends
on the quality of the wheat at home ; if you have very fresh sound dry wheat
for the season, it would not bring the same value as if your own was what is called

tender, not got in a good season, so that it would make good bread ; the admix-
ture of the old wheat, when much used, gives it a value quite as much, though
kept that time, as if it were new wheat.

2037. So that, under the latter circumstances, though it were six years old, it

would sell for as good a price as if it were the wheat of this year ?—Under given
circumstances it would, and under other circumstances perhaps 3s. or 4^^. more
or less, according to the way in which it is kept.

2038. Would the price in the Liverpool market be likely to produce a large

quantity from the United States ?—The United States of America never export
any considerable quantity of wheat ; it is exported, but it is only when prices are

high. The export is generally confined to flour.

2039. At what price could you introduce a large quantity of American flour ?

—I should think 80 s. a quarter would give occasion for a supply.

2040. Has there been a large quantity of supply of American flour since the

price has been lower than 80 s. ?—I think not ; no American flour can come for

home consumption, except on payment of a duty. Until the price shall get up
to be very near 70s. there would be no chance of American flour coming at aU,

for the average price of American wheat is higher than in the Baltic ; therefore any
small quantity we should want at a comparatively low price, would be supplied

from the Baltic, not from America ; the Baltic would have the first preference,

and we could derive supply of American when the prices have taken a higher

range.

2041. You mean the Liverpool merchants would apply to the Baltic before

they applied to America ?—Yes, for a moderate quantity would be obtained

cheaper from the Baltic, therefore they would not have recourse to America.

2042. But if the prices were such as to make it worth while for the Americans
to import it, though that might be the practice of the Liverpool merchants, still

the Americans would import it if it answered their purpose?—Yes.

2043. But you think there would be no chance of importing it to any extent,

unless the price were at 70s. a quarter?—No, not to any extent, nationally

speaking, important.

2044. Is there not a good deal comes in from Canada to America ?—I think
it probable that some does, but the whole exports from Canada show that the

extent cannot be very great. I thing the largest export made from Canada was
120,000 quarters in the year.

2045. Have you not the means of knowing that a considerable part of that

comes from the United States ?—I have not the means of knowing, but I suspect

some of it does.

464- P 2046. There
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D. Hodgson, Esij. 204(). There is notliing to prevent a person bringing it from tlie United States,

and landing it at Canada, and bringing it thence ?—No ; a good quantity of

.4 March 1836. .v^.i^eat is bought at Liverpool to go out to Canada; I do not know that the

Canadians have had Hour fi'om America. The Canadians this year have no

wheat of their own to spare ; wheat about to be sent to Quebec may have to come

to Quebec and Montreal, and may have to cross the lines and be introduced to

America ; I have no doubt of it.

2047. Do vou consider that has prevailed to any extent, that surreptitiously

wheat has been introduced to Canada?— I think, as a matter of inference, it may
have been, but it is too grave a charge for me to make without facts, the whole

quantity of flour that arrives from America is not to any very great extent.

204S. It has not been so since what period?— For any period ; it has perhaps

never exceeded at any period a quantity equal to 300,000 to 400,000 quarters of

wheat.

204Q. What do you reckon is the annual produce of wheat in Great Britain ?

— I suppose the consumption.

20,50. No, the annual produce ?—I can hardly say what it is.

2051. How many parts of the field does this measurer you have been speaking

of go to ?—Only one.

2052. Of 100 acres?—He only takes one; he goes to a given place in any

field he may come to.

[7'he Witness is directed to withdraw.

Charles Hoioard, Esq., is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

C. Heuard, Esq. 2053. WHERE do you live, Mr. Howard?—At Melbourne, in the East Riding— of Yorkshire.

2054. You are the receiver of an estate there ?—Yes.

2055. What is the size of the estate?— I am the manager of two estates in

that neighbourhood ; one of about 1,500 acres, another about 2,000 acres.

2056. Do you attend to the management of them?—Yes.

2057. You are the steward?—Yes.

2058. Whom do those estates belong to?—One to Mr. Wood, of Liverpool,

the other to Colonel Hare.

2059. Have you made up any account of the produce of those estates lately?

—No, I have not.

2060. Has the produce of those estates increased or diminished lately?—On
one it has much diminished.

2061. To how many years do you speak?-—The farming produce of the Sutton

estate (Colonel Hare's estate) has been diminishing considerably for the last

12 years.

2062. How long has the other been diminishing, or has it been diminishing?

—I would wish to explain that ; the other estate (Scoreby) has been more thrown

into grass.

2063. Why was it?—Because it was not profitable to cultivate for corn ; they

could no longer be at the expense of the cultivation of grain.

2064. Was that in consequence of the diminished price of corn ?—Yes.

2065. How many acres were thrown out of cultivation?— I should think about

200 acres.

2066. Because it would not produce a remunerating price for the corn ?—Yes.

2067. Do you apply that observation to corn generally, or to any particular

description of corn ?—To corn generally.

2068. Were the seasons bad for any particular kind of corn?— Not latterly;

I think it was four years since ; we had a succession of wet seasons, which were

unfavourable to the production of corn.

2069. That would be from 1S28 to 1831 ?—Yes.

2070. Whea was it thrown out of cultivation ?— It was reduced from cultiva-

tion in 1829, 18.30 and 1831.

207 ! . Two hundred acres out of how many ?—One thousand three hundred.

2072. What is the state of the tenants on that estate?—The tenants are

decidedly poorer than they were ; much poorer ; but they have been greatly

assisted by their landlords, both by improvements made on the estate and by the

great reduction of their rents.

2073. To what extent have their rents been reduced ; hov,' much per cent. ?

If
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If you have no objection to state, how much per cent, on the whole?—About C. //oa>ar</, Ksq.

30 per cent. ; but 1 wish to exj)hun, that the landlords, reducinc; at the same —
time the rents, incurred £;reat expense in improving the drainage and in the ^ March iS.;'?.

purchase of manure, and in different ways, by fencinc; and every tiling of that

sort ; the reduction would otherwise have been something like 45 per cent.

2o~4. But they reduced •'}() ])er cent, and improved the estates besides?—Yes.

2075. Can the tenants ])ay that reduced rent, with the advantage of improve-

ments ?—No.
2o~(). Do they complain, or pay up regularly?

—
^niey do not pay up regu-

larly ; and prior to last Michaelmas every tenant gave a notice to quit. I have
been speaking latterly of Mr. Wood's estate, in the East Riding of Yorkshire

;

every tenant gave notice to (juit.

2077. Were those men prudent men, generally speaking, or otherwise?

—

Exceedingly prudent men.
2078. Were they extravagant in any respect ?—Not at all.

2079. Yet they could not cultivate those farms at the reduced rent ?—No.
2080. Do you know the state of any other farms in your neighbourhood?—

I

would now revert to the Sutton estate. Colonel Hare's.

2081. What state is that in with regard to the condition of the tenants?—May
I be permitted to explain. I was asked a question whether I had the manage-
ment of any estates. I named Colonel Hare's estate at Sutton. I believe it was
named with the property ; but I do not receive the rents. The management of

the estate has only very recently been put in my hands. I occupied a consi-

derable portion of the estate several years ago, therefore it has always been imme-
diately under my eye.

2082. Has that estate improved or fallen back ?— Fallen back very much.
2083. Have the rents been reduced upon that ?—The rents have been reduced

upon that, I believe, nearly .50 per cent.

2084. Can the tenants aflbrd to pay even the reduced rent ?—The rents, I

believe, have been tolerably well paid, but the estate was in high condition, and
it has been deteriorated and run out ; the rents have been paid out of the land-

lord's capital, if I may use the expression.

2085. Have they been over-cropping?— Yes.

2086. Can they go on at that rate many years?—It has been going on for 10

years past.

2087. Is the estate now in as good a condition as it was ?— Not bv a great

So that the landlord has in fact paid his own rent ?—I should con-

deal.

2088.

ceive so.

2o8q. What is the state of the tenants of the fanners around you in your

neighbourhood?—The part of the East Riding in which I live may be termed

poor land ; the tenants generally are ven,' much depressed. The estate of which

I just now spoke as belonging to Colonel Hare, Sutton upon Denvent, is not

poor, it is valuable land ; but the country round is poor land ; and the tenants

are verj^ much distressed.

2090. Have a great many been broken up ?—A great number indeed.

2091 . All round you f—A great number all round me.

2092. Have the rents aU round you been veiy much reduced?—Very much.

2093. Have those who have taken them at reduced rents been broken up?

—

They have failed, tenant after tenant.

2094. WTiat is the average produce of wheat, of Colonel Hare's land, per acre ?

—I should state it at three quarters.

2095. Twenty-four bushels ?—^Yes.

2096. Is it a baiiey-growing land?—It is bean and oat-growing land more
than a barley land.

2097. You have no objection to state what it was let for. per acre previous to

the reduction ?—The farm that I occupied was let directly for more than 40*.

per acre, but indirectly for more than 50s. an acre.

2098. You mean by indirectly including tithe?—No, it was free from tithe;

but I, as tenant, stipulated in the outset to advance 2,000/. for the improvement
of the estate.

20()(). Then, if you are understood rightly, you were paying bOs. per acre for

land which did not produced above 24 bushels of wheat ?— I was. Allow me to

explain ; it was not good wheat land, it was not good barley land, but it was

464. p 2 highly
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C. Howard, Esq. hi2:hlv productive land ; its great excellence was in keeping stock. On the
" average the seeds have kept eight ewes and eight lambs per acre ; it was that

4 March 1836. j.jj^^ ^^j• i^^j jt grew too much straw ; it was not productive in point of grain,

of wheat.

2100. As it is laot good wheat land, and produced mostly beans and so on,

how do you account for the necessity of the great reduction that was made ; why
was that great reduction made in the rent, if it was chiefly that sort of produce ?

—Because when corn generally fell below the price at which the farmers could

afford it, they began to crop their land more and more with corn, to nicdie less

fallows, to sow a less quantity of seeds, to reduce the condition of the soil.

2101. How did that affect the property of which you are immediately speak-

ing ; how did it affect that property ; why was it necessary to reduce the rents

of that property which you state is not usually cropped with wheat, or, in short,

with those articles of agricultural produce that have been so much deteriorated ?

—I have stated that the management of that estate has only just now been put

in my hands. I was formerly a tenant of one-foufth part of the estate.

2102. Are the farms large?—Rather large farms, I should fancy ; they were

about 300/. a year.

2103. What proportion of pasture is there to them?—There is now a very

small proportion of pasture ; the pastures have been progressively ploughed up
and cropped.

2104. Do you consider that a good managing of property to let them do
so ?—No.

2105. Then why do you do it?—I said the estate was not in my hands.

When I gave up farming a fourth of the estate I left a large quantity of land in

pasture ; it never was my practice ; I consider it bad management.

2106. What is the course of cropping upon the ploughed land ?—Wheat and
oats, often wheat again, and sometimes beans.

2107. Then do you begin with wheat ?—Yes.

2108. Is it surprising that land cropped in that manner, unless a very rich

quality indeed, should be exhausted ?—It is not.

2109. In short though, these are farms that have been very ill used?—They
have, in consequence of the poverty of the tenants.

2110. Has not that a Uttle been owing to the fact that the tenants have been
paying rents which they have been obhged to rack the land, for the purpose of

paying ?—The rents have been reduced at rather an early period.

2111. In what year ?—The first reduction that took place on that estate was
in 1816.

2112. What was the year in which it was let for 40s. an acre?—Eighteen

hundred and nine.

2113. You state 40s which you as a tenant were to pay, to make a great

outlay, which you considered as equivalent to 50s. ?—Fully.

2114. Having taken that in 1809 at that rent, when was the reduction made

;

the first reduction ?—One thousand eight hundred and sixteen.

2115. How much was then reduced?—I must speak from memory, but I

think 10 per cent.

2116. When was the second reduction made?—I believe in 1822 or 1823.

2117. Do you recollect what the reduction was then?—I fancy that was a
reduction of full 20 per cent.

2118. Upon the remaining rent ?—Yes.

2ng. When was the last reduction ?—Reductions have since been made, year

after year ; the last reduction was in 1832.

2120. Were the intermediate rents pretty well paid?—I think they have been
pretty well paid.

2121. Do you consider the lands as very much deteriorated in quality from
what they were 10 years ago ?—Very much deteriorated.

2122. And now all the tenants on one of those estates have given notice to

quit ?—I beg pardon ; I wish to make a clear division of estates ; the latter estate

on which we are now calculating has been very much deteriorated, not the former

one, of which I spoke.

2123. But the one which has been so much deteriorated; it is on that the

tenants have now given notice to quit ?—No ; it is on the other, in the former
one, which has not been deteriorated.

2124. It has not been deteriorated ?—It has not.

2125. Is
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2i2,'5. Is that the same description of soil?—It is an inferior soil, and more
variable.

2126. Is it an inferior soil of the same description, fit for the cultivation of

wheat and beans ?—It is rather lighter land ; I should not say for the cultivation

of beans generally.

2127. Pray can you tell if the country bankers are now ready to advance

money to farmers ?— I think that country bankers would advance money as

readily to farmers as to any set of men, if they could have any security ; but they

wall not do as they used to do, they will not advance money without a security.

2128. Why is that; why will not they do now as they did formerly?—They
have not so much confidence in farmers ; they were formerly making money

;

and if they were persons of tolerable prudence, they would advance on their

personal security ; that is, they would allow them to overdraw accounts.

2129. It is now because they suppose they have got poorer ?—Yes.

2130. Have they, or have they not, in your opinion, paid their rents out of

capital ?— Certainly ; the rents have been paid out of capital for many years.

2131. Of course that must have diminished their capital and their credit with

the bankers ?

—

Oi course.

2132. What is the condition of the poor?—I do not think the poor are in a
worse state ; I think the situation of the poor has been rather improved latterly.

2133. Are there many out of employ?—Not many.

21 34. How are they employed ?—Great numbers have emigrated from the East

Riding of Yorkshire to America.

2135. Has that increased the market price of labour ?—Yes, it has.

2136. Are there any other caases for their being employed?—The young men
who have found a difficulty in obtaining agricultural employ have left the country

and gone to the manufacturing districts.

2137. Have any of those been returned upon you?—Not many.

2138. Some have?—Yes ; but not to any serious extent.

2139. How are the rates; have they increased or diminished?—The rates

during the last 10 years have rather diminished, and a good deal the last year.

2140. To what extent ?—I do not know whether I shall go too much into

detail.

2141. How many shiUings in the pound?—I should state, that if land is let

for 20s. an acre, the rate in the East Riding is seldom more than 15s. an acre, and

then the rates that were about Is. in the pound, as we term it, prior to 1800,

had got up to about 3s. ; now they are fallen generally about 6d. or 9rf. in the

pound.

2142. Which are they now at?—The average, I am much inclined to think,

would be 2 s. 6d.

2143. On a three-fourth rating?—Yes.

2144. Has the new Poor Law been put in execution with you at all?— It has

operated without being put in execution ; it has operated by the understanding

generally, that if a man appUed for relief, he would only have a sum of money
lent to him, and it must be returned again to the overseers when work could be

obtained ; that has checked the application to the overseer.

2145. Is it thought to work well, on the whole, in your part of the country ?

—Extremely well ; it is popular, with the exception of one clause.

2146. Wiiich clause is that?—The bastardy; that is thought to incur great

expense to the parishes.

2147. Otherwise it is very popular?—Yes.

2148. With the labourer as well as with the farmer ?— I think it is ver^- popular

with the more respectable labourer.

2149. You say that clause is supposed to be expensive to the parishes ; do you

speak of its having been so, or is it your impression that it will be so ?—It has

been so ; it is actually found so.

2150. It is more expensive to go to the sessions than to go before a single

magistrate ?—Yes.

2151. Do they employ counsel to go before the sessions?—Yes.

2152. What is the average rate of wages of an agricultural labourer on the

estates you have mentioned at the present time ?—What I should consider a

yearly rate? I think a respectable labourer will obtain from 10s. to 12s. a week
throughout the year.

2153. Not more .'—No.
464.

' p 3 2154- You

C. Hoxuurd, Esq.

4 March 1836.
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C. Himaid, Esq. 2 1 ,)4. You stated that on the estate which j-ou first gave an account of, Mr.
Wood's, that you had the management of, you considered the tenants, generally

4 March iSao. speaking, prudent men, and they are now reduced to veiy great distress ; are yoii

able to say whether the greater part of those men undertook their different occu-

pations with sufficient capital to enable them to go on farming properly ?—

I

know that they did.

2155. You stated in 1809 this land was let at 405. an acre?—The Sutton

estate was.

.'i-,0. Do you recollect what was the price of wheat at that time?—lam
afraid to state it.

2157. Probably about is/. a quarter ?—Yes, or liigher.

2158. And all other agricultural produce in proportion?—Yes.

21,59. You said the labourer would earn 12s. a week ; but what is the com-
mon price you give to a labourer who comes, without task-work ; would you at

once give him 10*'. or 12s. a week ?—Yes.

2160. You are not speaking of your carter or shepherd, a superior man, but

a common labourer?— Yes.

2161. WTiat were the wages that you gave to the same description of labourer

15 years ago?—I have been in the habit of employing men by the week, and of

payins; the same sum through the year. I now pay 2s. a day to such men as I

used to pay 3 s. a day to.

2162. You have reduced it then?—Yes ; I used to pay i8s. a week, generally,

a little more or a little less, according to the value of the man.

2163. Is it generally the case throughout that district that agricultural wages

are reduced Is. od. ?— I thmk it is.

2164. Bearing that reduction in mind, do you think that the diminution of

the cost, the diminution in the price of the common necessaries of life which a

labourer has to procure, renders his position as good as it was when they earned

I8s. a week ?—I think it is.

216.5. It is yovu- opinion that the price of the common necessaries of life, or

money value, is reduced one-third ?—Fully that ; more ; but I wish to state that

when I gave IBs. a week it was at the time corn was high, when it was ranging

at something like 90s.

2ir'n. AYhat do your labourers usually pay for their cottage rent?— In the

East Riding there are very few cottages without gardens attached to them, lai"ger

or smaller ; those rents are generally about 50s. a year, including the garden.

21O7. And generally a pretty good cottage garden?—Generally so.

2 168. Now, has what is called the allotment system, the system of increasing

their cottage gardens and giving them bits of land, prevailed at all with you ?

—

Upon the larger estates, and especially where there are resident landlords, that

has been done to a considerable extent ; it has not been done much exxept in

cases where the landlords reside.

2ibp. Could you state whether, in your opinion, the cottage labourer is in the

habit of living more from his garden produce or less from wheat bread than for-

merly ; do you think he feeds himself less from wheaten bread and more from

his garden produce than he used to do?—He certainly eats more vegetables than

he used to do, and of course less bread.

2170. Should you think that had gone to any extent as to account for the

greater diminution of wheat ?—No, I cannot think that the quantity reduced is

such as to affect the price of wheat.

217V. If that had been pen-ading pretty generally throughout the kingdom,

should vou not think it might have influenced in diminishing the use of wheat

bread ?— Another circumstance would operate against that at the same time, and

in an equal degree, that whenever corn or any article is cheap a much larger

quantity is consumed.

2172. And when you take into consideration the great increase of the popula-

tion, do you suppose, on the whole, there is less consumption of corn?— I fancy

the consumption of corn wheat (but I state it as a mere matter of oj)inion} must
be very much increased ; much has been given to the farmers' cattle. Our
labouring population has considerably decreased.

2173. As to the cottage gardens, is a considerable quantity of produce, do

you think, employed in feeding pigs '?—A considerable quantity is employed in

feeding pigs.

.
- 2174- If
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2174. If the cottage labourers eat less of bread, do you think they eat more c //oiunrrf, Esq.

of meat ?— I think they eat more of meat than they used to do.

217.5. Then their habits of living are not wor.se than they used to be?—Cer- 4Maich 1836.

tainly not; I think they live better now than before, when corn was of a higher

price, where they can obtain employ.

2176. To what do you attribute the depression of the ])rice of wlieat and corn ?

— I can only give it as a matter of oi)inion.

2177. What is your opinion?— I think it must arise from something which we
farmers do not at all comprehend ; 1 fancy that the corn has diminished in price

by the alteration which has taken place in the currency.

2178. Have you observed that the prices of corn have fluctuated with the

currency ; with any circumstances regarding tiie currency ?—That will be found

decidedly the case.

21 7Q. Tell us Avhen you have observed any particular fluctuation or any rise

or fall in the prices ?— Persons in my situation never thought nor heard any

thing of the currency question formerly, and it is only since it has a become a

matter of discussion we have looked back to see if it can have had that effect. In

the years 1823, 1824 and 1825,-1 think 1824 and 1825,— there was a very con-

siderable advance in the price of all agricultural produce.

2180. Was there any depression before that, and when ?—There was a very

great depression in 1815 and 1816.

2181. When again?—In 1818 and 1819, and I think that continued until

1822; there was a very great depression in 1821 and 1822; then they rose

again in 1823 and 1824 and 1825, beginning in 1823 and ending in 1825.

2182. It came down again in 1825?—Just at the very last.

2183. At the close of the year 1825?—Yes. There is a period universally

known under the term " tlie panic ;" that was at the close of the year ; after that

there w^as a very rapid fall.

2184. When did it rise again ?—W^e have not had any considerable advance

since.

2185. Can you state at all what the diminution has been in the prices of agri-

cultural produce generally, from the highest period you recollect ; the period you

alluded to when you said the laboureis' wages were 18a\ a week?— I cannot go

on with my memory at all as to the current prices ; if you ask simply at what

price I have myself sold in the country, I can.

2186. Generally, has it fallen a third or a fourth ; what do you remember the

highest price of wheat or oats ?—I have sold at 8 Z. a quarter.

2187. You cannot give a general answer, though you have made a general cal-

culation, whicli would show- what is the difference between the present price and

the highest price of agricultural produce ?—No.

21 88. The highest price at which you have sold wheat was at 8 /. a quarter ?

—Yes.
2189. Well, what has been the barley?—I do not recollect.

2190. Do you use any artificial manure?—Yes, bones, to a considerable

extent.

2191. Was that of late introduction?—Yes.

2192. Has it been profitable?—Very profitable. I think that in those farms

where cultivation has been kept up, it has been kept up solely from the introduc-

tion of bones, and a better system of agriculture. I think the intelligent farmers

with us now farm better than at any former period.

2
1
93. Yet, notwithstanding that, you state your land on one estate to have been

very much deteriorated?—Yes.

2
1 94. Notwithstanding that ?—Yes ; it had not been applied there to any con-

siderable extent.

219.5. That those artificial manures had not been applied ? —The East Riding

of Yorkshire, of which I speak particularly, is divided ; there is nearly a third of

it that is termed wold land, that is, a high lime-stone soil, and there the bone

dust is very valuable. «

2196. What is that?—Lime-stone.

2197. You never applied hme dust on bean land?—It is not found to answer

at all; it does no good whatever ; only on chalk land and warm sand soils.

2198. Have you turned your attention to the state of the beer-shops in your

neighbourhood ?—They are unpopular.

4d-<.
"

p 4 2199. Have
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C. HovMrd, Esq. 2
1 99. Have they produced much mischief among the labouring class ?—They

have.

4 March 1836. 2200. And tended to demoralize them ?—The respectable labourers are never

seen in them, but they do mischief by a certain set who meet there, and get

intoxicated.

2201. You have spoken more particularly of the condition of the two estates

that you have now the management of. Looking round your neighbourhood

generallv, is the land generally much of the same condition as that you have

described ?—^Tliere is a large district in my neighbourhood termed Howdensliire,

which is generallv a clay soil ; it has been in cultivation from time immemorial,

and is particularly apphcable to wheat and beans. Perhaps the greatest possible

reduction that has taken place in the rental, and the greatest deterioration in the

cultivation, has been in that extensive district. The rents have very greatly fallen,

and a very large quantity of that land has been entirely thrown out of cultivation,

and is absolutely now lying waste.

2202. TMien was it thrown out of cultivation?—It seems to have been gra-

dually thrown out of cultivation, particularly after the year 1826.

2203. Has it been more particularly so within the last two or three years?— It

has much more increased.

2204. In cultivation ?—In waste ; the throwing out has increased.

220,5. Being thro^\Tl out of cultivation, it is laid down to some sort of grass ; a

feed of pasture ?—I know a considerable quantity of land of that description used

to let at 20 s. an acre, now let at 1 5. 6 d. and 2 s., to allow stock to pick up what

thev can on it. It is not grass ; it is nothing that resembles grass.

2206. ^Yhich used to let at 20s. ?— It has not covered itself with any herbage.

2207. Should you, from your owa. experience, say, that in consequence of the

discouragement of wheat-growing, less wheat has been so-uti this year than usual ?

—To me it appears certain than much less wheat has been sown ; the two last

years much less has been sown.

2208. Your beans, which seem to be a considerable produce with you, bear

good prices ?—Yes, because we have had xery failing crops ; we certainly have

had verj^ bad crops.

220Q. Has not that led you rather to put some land into beans, that you
otherwise would put into wheat ?— I think it has been put more into oats ; there

has been an alarm from the almost total failure of the bean crop.

2210. You are of opinion there is a considerable diminished breadth of wheat

sown in vour part of the country last season from former seasons ?—A verj' consi-

derable quantity ; my impression is, that not more than three-fourths of the acres

of wheat have been sown last year that have usually been sown. I am now not

speaking of the land thrown out of cultivation, but of that which is in cultivation,

and has been made fallowed. It has been the habit of the country to sow all the

fallows with wheat ; many will now be so^^^l with barley and oats, or beans in the

spring.

2211. You said that cultivation is very much improved in your part of the

countn,- ?—I did not mean to say that ; I said the cultivation by our best fanners,

who still retain capital, has verj' much improved ; their knowledge has increased.

2212. Notwithstanding their cultivation has improved, is their condition as

good as it ought to be ?—I beg pardon ; I wish clearly to be understood, that I

speak at different times of very different soils. On wold land, the sheep land,

the dry high land, the condition of the farmers is not bad.

2213. They are sheep farmers ?—Yes.

2214. This land, being high and dr}-, they have escaped the rot?—Yes ; that

has increased the value of their sheep.

2215. Therefore they have done pretty well?—Yes.

2216. But wheat farmers, whether cultivators, weU or ill, have they done well ?

—
^111 ; the best cultivators of the clayey lands and strong lands have lost the

most money.
2217. Is vour opinion of this cold clayey land of which you have been speak-

ing, that you can get no rent at all ?—I think it is of no value whatever.

2218. Laying aside all consideration of the rent, it would not bear the expense

of cultivation with other burthens ; it would not be the remunerating any person

to hold it without rent?—There are near to me 10,000 acres that were let at as

much as 10,000/., that would be an average of 1/. an acre ; I believe that land

could not be let to be cultivated ; I would not take that land myself, and 1 think

a tenant
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a tenant could not be found who would take it rent-free, and be bound to keep c. Howard, Ef q.

it in good cultivation, on the understanding that he should sell his grain at the

late prices. 4 March 1836.

2219. Does it i)ay tithes ?—Not generally ; I speak of it as tithe-free.

2220. Does that clayey land prevail very much over the kingdom ; what pro-
portion does it bear to the other land of the kingdom ?— I have seen it stated so
differently that 1 am afraid to state it from my own report ; there is certainly a
great quantity ; 1 cannot state what is the extent of it.

2221. What proportion does this clayey land bear to the other lands of the

kingdom ?— I am speaking of the cultivated lands, putting the others out of the

question ; it is a matter of opinion and without any grounds, but it may be
one fourth of the kingdom.

2222. You stated on one estate the landlord has been paying his own rent by
the improj)er cultivation by the tenant ; has that prevailed to any great extent ?

—To a very melancholy extent.

2223. Your opinion is, that would be found to be the case in many parts of

England, from your own obsen^ation ?— It would ; I believe the first measure,
generally, when the rents were required to be reduced, was to allow privileges

;

and instead of reducing rents the grass land was allowed to be taken up.

2224. Two or three wheat crops yvere taken instead of that ?—To let the farms
the agents were too apt to allow the tenants to go on in any way whatever,
hoping that in another year they might be better able to let them.

222.5. At what price of wheat should you say that those lands would come
back into cultivation ?—I think at 7 s. or 8 s. a bushel they would be cultivated,

that is, from .56 •<. to 64 s. the quarter.

2226. And give what rent ?— I think they would give 17s. an acre.

2227. Tithe-free 'i* —Yes.

22 2i3. You would consider, if you could get back to the average price of about

60s. for wheat, and other produce in proportion, you would consider that agri-

culture would he doing fairly in your neighbourhood ?—I think it would, and
other things in proportion.

2229. But other things are now in a good proportion, are they not?
—

"When I

speak of wheat, meslin, which is largely sown, that is, a mixture of wheat and
rye, that must come up again ; the fall in that description of grain has been more
considerable than the tall in the best wheats.

2230. You do not keep many sheep ; it is not a sheep countiy, is it?—There
is only one-third of the East Riding of York which is a sheep country ; large

quantities of sheep were kept in the remaining two-thirds, but since they were

destroyed by the rot in 1831 they have not been fully replaced.

223 1 . Are those districts where they do keep flocks of sheep, are they as much
distressed as the other part?—Decidedly not.

2232. What is the price of wool and mutton ; that has been tolerably remu-

nerating, has it not?— It has been good.

2233. So that the distress has been heaviest on the wheat and bean land ?

—

I am still confining myself to the East Riding of Yorkshire, the extensive parts of

it, Holderness, which is a good heavy soil, and Howdenshire, which is a poorer

heav^v soil, the distress has been very severe.

2234. Is it all equally heavy in both?— I think it has not been so equally

heavy in Holderness as it is in Howdenshire, the soil is richer.

223,5. You know the Holderness country ?—Perfectly.

2236. Then what is the rent ; how is the rent of the wheat land, of the good

arable land ?—The rents averaged full 30 s. ; now they average below 20 s. per

acre.

2237. How comes it that if they were only at 30 s. for this very good land,

you paid 40 s. or .50 s. for comparatively indifferent land ?--I did not state it was

indifferent land ; I stated it was good land, but only indifferent wheat land ; that

the crop of wheat it grew was not equal to those of beans, barley, and grass.

[The JVitness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. William Thurnall is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

2238. YOU have been connected with land in some way, either as owner or Mr. W. Thurnall.

occupier ?—As occupier.

2239. What quantity of land do you occupy?—Above 400 acres.

464. Q 2240. Are
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Mr If'' Thurnall 2240. Ai'e you chairman of the Agricultural Association of Cambridge ?

_J ' —Yes.
4MarchiS36. 2241. Wliat do you say as to the state of the farmers in your country?

—

They are in a most deplorable state ; I have not only an opportunity of kno^\4ng

in what situation they are. as an occupier myself, losing an enormous sum of

money, but in the wav of my business in selling things to them, being a corn-

merchant and miller, and generally in the malt trade, and I find the greatest

difficulty in the world of getting payments for what I sell to them.

2242. You think they are greatly in distress?—They are in a most dreadful

state of distress.

2243. Is that owing to imprudence, or the state of the times?—It is owing to

the state of the times ; I believe they are men as prudent as any class of men in.

the community.

2244. Have the rents been reduced in your part of the country ?— In some

instances.

224.5. Are they over-rented ; do they pay too much?—I know of no farm that

is worth any rent at all ; I have one of 400 aci'es, for which I pay 400 Z. a year

;

I told my landlord, " If you let me have it for nothing I would not farm it, unless

corn realized a better price."

2246. How long have you had it ?—Fifteen or sixteen years.

2247. When did the prices get so low that you were disposed to have nothing

to do with it ?—About four or five years since.

2248. Is that owing to the low price of produce ?—Yes.

, 2249. Have you a lease ?—Yes.

2250. In what part of Cambridge is your farm ?—At Duxford.

2251. You have offered to give that lease up?— I have not offered to give it

up, other property being connected \N-ith it ; but if there was nothing but the farm

I should be most anxious to give it up.—I lost last year more than the whole

rent of the farm.

22,52. To what do you attribute that ?—To the state of the times. I am one

of those who firmly believe that the abridgment of the circulating medium is

the great cause.

2253. ^Vhen did you find the first material fall in price?—Six or seven or

eight years since.

22.54. Do you remember whether it was in 1822 ?—Yes, it was a dreadful fall

indeed.

22.55. Did it get up after that ?—Eighteen hundred and twenty-three, 1824

and 1825 were the years of prosperity, to the best of my recollection ; I am
confining myself to agriculture.

2256. Did it go down at the end of 1825 ?—I can speak to the date if

I refer.

2257. It rose in 1825 ; when was the next fall?—Tlie average price of wheat

in Julv 1825 was 6Ss. 3d. ; in 1826, 56s. bd. ; in 1827, 58s. ; in 1828, 73s.

;

in 1829, 75s.; in 1830, 78s.; in 1831, 72s.; in 1832, 62s. Qd. ; in 1833,

53s. Ud.; in 1834, 48s. ; and in 1835, 39s. Sd.

2258. TNTiere did you get that from ?—This is taking the average of the price

of the country.

225Q. Not the Parliamentary averages?—Those are wiiat have been published

in the difierent papers.

2260. From 1828 to 1832, were they bad crops?—Two or three yeai's were

ver}' deficient.

2261. Were those years bad from 182S downwards?—! think 1828 and 1829

were bad, to the best of my recollection.

2262. From where did you take those averages?—Those were published from

our agricultural reports.

2263. Are they taken from the returns ?—Yes.

2264. Are thev taken from the returns of the markets in that country, or

London ?—From the returns of England.

226.5. To what do you attribute this, besides the fluctuation in the currency?

—I think the competition of the Irish produce against us is very great, while we
pay labourers more than they do in that country.

2266. Do you know what they paid in Ireland ?—I think 8f/. a day.

2267. Do you know it of your own knowledge?—No.
2268. What do you pay here ?—About Is. 4d., or 8s. a week, and we give

them
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them small beer, which makes it about 9*. &d. a week ; that is where they work Mr. W. Thumdl.

by the day.

2269. Is that the common agricultural labourer, or are you speaking of the 4 ^larch 1837.

carter and shepherd ?—No, of the common labourer ; the shepherd is paid
more.

2270. Do you know if the farmers in general in your countr}^ pay their

debts ?—They are in a most deplorable state ; I dread opening every letter,

expecting to hear of the insolvency of the farmer. I had several bad debts last

month.
2271. Is that a frequent occurrence?—Very common.
2272. Will the country bankers trust them ?—Not if they are men of any dis-

cretion or prudence they will not trust a farmer now ; they know he is verging
on insolvency.

2273. WHiat is the state of the labourer?—Wlien they are employed I do
not think it can be said to be very bad, but we are paying them double the money
we can afford.

2274. Can you keep up the present rate of wages ?—It is totally impossible.

We do, fearing if we did not we should be burnt down ; it is a sort of insurance

on property. I am paying 40 per cent, more than I can afford, but not more
than I conceive the labourer ought to have.

2275. Has there been any apparent uneasiness among the labouring people
who are out of employment ?—They are in a most feverish state. I have two
men employed for no other reason than that they should not rob on the

highway, they having declared to me, that rather than go to the poorhouse
they would rob. I do not believe there are two more honest men in the

village.

2276. They are driven to a state of great distress?—Yes, they are.

2277. Do the present Corn Laws afford you that protection you think they

ought to have done ?—Certainly not.

2278. Where are they defective ?—In the first place, the importer is allowed

to bond his corn without paying his duty upon it ; he would not be able to im-

port half as much as he does if he paid his duty on the day of arrival.

2279. Does that turn the speculation to foreign corn ; is the consequence of

foreign corn being bonded here that your corn factor speculates in that rather

than in English com ?—Tliey could not, generally speaking, purchase much
more than half the quantity of English they can of foreign, the foreign is so

much lower in price.

2280. They are more ready to speculate in foreign than English corn?
—Yes.

2281. Wovdd that be the case if it was kept out of the countrj^ till the duty

was paid?— Certainly not ; but the duty, I conceive, is not a protecting duty, it

is not sufficiently high ; I would have it at such a price that the English famier

should have 7s. 6 rf. or 8 s. a bushel on his wheat. It is impossible to get a fair

remuneration unless he gets 7s. Qd. or 8s. a bushel.

2282. Do you know of farmers living on their own property?— Several.

22S3. How are they doing?—We have three farmers who reside in the village

in which I live, farming their own property, and at this moment they are not

able to pay the poor-rates of the parish, neither have they done it for some
time past.

2284. What are your poor-rates in the parish now?—I think about Gs. an
acre ; mine are ; that is as near as I can state it.

2285. What is the state of the farmers ; how do they feel ; are they living in

the expectation of any thing being done for them ?—The farmer is looking with

great anxiety upon the Committee of your Lordships' House, and of the House
of Commons.

228G. Do you think the expectation he has of something being done for him
keeps them going on with their property ?—I think it does at present ; I believe

there will be a complete state of despondency and desperation if nothing is done
for them.

2287. When the farmer began to hire land in your country, he was then

possessed of capital?—Yes.
2288. Is that melted down ; is it gone ?—I should think a man whose capital

was 4,000/. ten years since is reduced very nearly to 2,000Z.

464. Q 2 2289. Tias
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2-291.

2292.

2293.

2294.

22S9. Has that taken i)lace in consequence of the bad state of farming?

—

Exactly so ; from the low price of produce.

2-90. What is your soil ;*—Light soil.

Very light?— It is a gravelly soil.

Upon chalk?—Yes.
What is your course of cultivation ? — Four course.

That is what?—Wheat, turnips, barley and seeds.

2205. Will the whole of the land bear that four courses?—I have some grass

land, but it is very poor.

2296. Your plough land will bear the four courses still?—That is the general

course of fanning.

2297. You are not obliged to leave your seeds down the second year ?—We
have tried that plan, but do not find it answer.

2298. What number of sheep do you keep on your farm ?—The allotments

are not divided exactly equally, and some years we are obliged to have more
than others ;

generally speaking about 400.

2299. -^^^ yours open field ?—It is an inclosed parish.

2300. About a sheep to an acre ?—Yes.

2301 . Is it a breeding flock ?— Part breeding.

2302. How many breeding ewes do you keep?— Sometimes 300, sometimes

400 ; it depends on the state of the market.

2303. Could vou state on your farm what the gross produce consists of; in

what proportion the wheat, the barley, the wool, and the stock contribute to

the gross produce of your farm ?—I can state it for the last year, but it would
A^ary sometimes ; there are a greater number of acres of one desci'iption -of corn,

because the farm is not divided into allotments of equal size.

2304. Have you any reason to presume it is not about the average rate of it ?

—No ; I should think some were about an average rate.

2305. Be so good as to state what it consists of?—Of barley, wheat and oats ;

I am speaking of the harvest from 1834 to 1835, for the present crop was not

threshed off.

2306. What is your barley ?—Two hundred and thirty-seven quarters seven

bushels of barley ; a miserable crop ; we had not half a crop.

2307. What did that sell for?—Four hundred and twelve pounds and six-

pence.

2308. Now the next ?—One hundred and ninety-three quarters and seven

bushels of wheat.

2309. What did that sell for?—Three hundred and eighty-two pounds fifteen

shillings.

2310. Be so good as to say at what price that was sold at ; at about what

price?—I have not got the price down, but I should think it was under 40s. ;

something under 40s.

2311. Now the next ?— One hundred and twenty-six quarters four bushels

of oats.

2312. What did they produce?—About 23s. a quarter; about 145/. 15s.

2313. Now the next ?—Twenty-three quarters two bushels of rye, sold for

34/. 17s. 6 c/. ; I say 34/. 17 s. 6(/., because I know the amount.

2314. Now the next?—That is sheep and wool, 376/. 14s. Qd.

2315. Not more for the two together?—No; I keep the short-wool sheep;

they cut very little.

2316. Do you sell wool for a good price ?—A very good price.

2317. Is there any thing else comes into the gross produce?—The remainder

of the farm consists of turnips and grass ; very inferior grass.

23 1 8. How much altogether did your gross produce amount to last year?

—

One thousand three hundred and fifty-two pounds sixteen shillings and six-

pence.

2319. Now had you a large crop of wheat ; was it a good one in the year you

gave?— The year I am giving you an account of it was a very good crop of

wheat ; it was the produce of the harvest of 1834.

2320. The barley was a very bad one ?—Very bad one ; that accounts for the

disproportion of the price of barley to wheat ; barley was a very deficient crop

both last year and this year.

2321. So that notwithstanding your barley was a very bad crop, and your
wheat
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wheat a very good one, your barley produced 412/. and your wheat 382/.? Mr. U
—Yes

;
then I had a much greater number of acres of barley than of wheat. —

2322. How much ?—Thirty-two acres of barley more than wheat.
232,3. Your wheat, was it much over an average ?—Not a great deal ; it

was over an average, certainly.

2324. Do you think it was 2.') per cent, over; was it a quarter?-! should
thmk there was never an instance of such a thing ; it was considerably more
than an average.

2325. You have stated, that from 7 s. 6 d to 8 s. is the price that the farmer
would want for a remunerating price for wheat ?—To average that

; yes.
2326. Instead of which he has now, what do you call the price ? —The price is

very much on the decline
;

it has been advancing lately ; this week it has gone
down rapidly again

;
a greater part of which wheat was sold till lately 4 s. °G d.

a bushel ; the last month we have been giving more.
2327. What, should you say that you were at 1 a\ G «'. a bushel lower than

what you conceive a fair price ?—Much more than that.

2328. Two shillings and sixpence a bushel ?—I have stated to your Lordships
that nothing would remunerate the farmer less than 7 5. Q d. to 8 s. the bushel
and the price lately, till last month, was onlv 4 s. 6 d.

2329. You say, in the year of which you have been giving the particulars, it

was above .5*. ? — I think it was.

2330. What is wanted to be understood is, how it comes that out of 1 ,352 /.

which is the gross produce of your farm, the part which consists of wheat only
being 382 /., that that wheat was a very full crop ; how it comes that the dimi-
nution in the price of that wheat should so distort and disarrange your whole
calculation as to make your land not worth cultivating?— I have toldvou that I

only had half a crop of barley that year ; there are many other causes besides
that ; I am not confining the depreciation to that only ; I have suffered loss

by feeding beasts and pigs.

2331. Are the Committee to understand that it is not only the price of wheat ?—Agricultural produce generalh'.

2332. Do you consider barley, oats, sheep and wool to be at very low prices?
I think barley has been at an extremely low price in proportion to the crop
grown ; if you had had an average crop ; that is the sole cause of barlev bearin"-

a disproportion to wheat. In 1834 I did not grow three quarters of barlev an
acre ; In 1835 I was amazingly deceived in my crop ; I fully expected
I should have had, after my last harvest, 12 bushels per acre more than I had.

2333. It ought to have borne a greater proportion ?—I never sold any so

cheap as in 1834, in proportion to the growth.

2334. What did you sell it for ?—Thirty-two shillings a quarter ; if I had had
an average crop, I should have made as much if it had been only 16.?. per
quarter.

233.5. What crop did you have last year ?—Of 1834? Of 1835 I have only four

bushels more than half of an average crop ; I am speaking of the present harvest
;

I have threshed nine-tenths of my barley.

2336. You have not more than half of the average crop?— I say that of

the harvest of 1835, I shall have a coomb an acre more than half an average;

but of the preceding year, 1834, I have not half an averaije crop ; not more than
that.

2337. Then are the Committee to understand it is not only the price of wheat
you think the farmer has to complain of, but of the other articles of agricultural

produce ?—Exactly so.

2338. Do you think the sheep sell unfairly ?— Sheep have dechned an
immense deal since this time twelvemonth ; store sheep 30 and 40 per cent.

2339. Have your lambs sold ?—No ; I am speaking of store sheep ; the lambs
we have not sold yet.

2340. Speaking generally of sheep, such as your farm enables you to say ?

—Last autumn the lambs declined enormously indeed, store lambs.

2341. How is wool?—Tlaat is bearing a tolerably fair price?—I have not
heard the price.

2342. Did you ever make an estimate of how many rents should be made for

the gross produce ?—The general opinion is about four rents ; but I think it is a

very poor criterion
; you can judge nothing from that.

4<J4- Q 3 2343. You

4 March
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Mr. If. T/iurnall. i!343. You have never made that estimate as appUed to your own case ?—

1

"
have, but it is very vague ; it is no criterion at all.

2344. Now you have given an opinion that the circulation, the currency, has

something to do with the pi'ices, have you followed that up, so as to state to

the Committee in what way it has worked ?—I can speak to that in a mercantile

point of view as well as that of a farmer
; your Lordships will not confine me

to any particular dates ; I have no document before me ; but I have always

observed when there was a contraction of the currency, there has been a declen-

sion of prices, and when an extension has taken place, prices have as invariably

advanced.

2345. How do you calculate as to the currency; is it the account you see in

the newspapers as to the circulation ?—Since the passing of Sir Robert Peel's

Bill, in 1819, we have seen the miserable effect of it upon the country; the

country bankers do not circulate half the number of notes they did ; I have

heard them say so.

2346. Are vou aware that the prices, as vou have stated them to us, though

not quite accurately, the prices of 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827, 1829, 1830, ISSl,

have, upon an average, been equal ^speaking now of the prices of wheat)

to the prices you have named as a fair price for farmers, and yet that in those

years the same laAV in respect to the currency existed that exists now ?—The one-

pound notes were withdrawn in 1829.

2347. Not taking it from 1824, but in 1825, there was an end to the circula-

tion of countiy bank notes?—It was in 1829.

2348. Can vou speak, from your own knowledge, if country bank notes were

in circulation in yom* district up to 1829, the one-pound and two-pound notes?

—To the best of my behef

2349. Were the one-pound and two-pound notes out till 1829?—Yes.

2350. But not Bank of England notes?—Yes, as far as my recollection goes,

the one-pound Bank of England notes were withdrawTi in 1829.

2351. Do you attribute the difficulties arising from the currency question to

the fact of the Bank of England small notes being out, not the countrj^ bank smaU
notes ?—We have experienced, difficulties from the country bankers one-pound
notes not being in circulation as well as the Bank of England, for the principal

circulation was country bank notes ; very few^ Bank of England notes were
circulating in the country.

2352. You have no small notes of the Bank of England in circulation ?—Not
now.

2353. Had you at any period since 1^25 any Bank of England small notes in

circulation ?—I believe up to 1829 ; I am not positive.

2354. You mean the Bank of England notes ?—Yes.

23.55. What effect would the issue of one-pound and two-pound notes now
have ?—A most beneficial one.

2356. What are your neighbouring towns?— Cambridge and Saffron Walden.
2357- Of course there are country banks there ?—Yes.

2358. Can you state, from your own knowledge, up to what period the small

notes of the country banks w ere in circulation in your own neighbourhood ?—

I

cannot do that.

2359. Can you state whether, since they have ceased to exist, you have not

had some years a fair price for your produce ?—^Never, except in case of deficient

harvests.

2360. Have you not had fair prices for your produce since the period when
these countrj- notes were in circulation in your neighbourhood?—I think it is

very hkely we have had scarce harvests during that period ; that was the cause of

the advance in corn.

23G1. Were 1830 and 1831 all bad?—Yes; that would produce a higher

price.
* 2362. But in point of fact you have had fair prices subsequent to the period of

the suppression of these notes ?—Certainly not, with average crops.

2363. You ascribe that fact to deficient crops ?— Certainly.

2364. If these higher prices had not continued up to the present time, should

you not ascribe the cause to the crops from 1832, 1833, 1834 and 1835 having
been full crops ?—Every year our prices are getting less.

2365. Is

O
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2365. Is it not a fact, that the last year but one has been the most productive Mr. W. 'Ihwnall.

harvest you have known for many years?— The hist year, in wheat only; '

barley was a deficient crop. 4 March 1836.

•2-;^66. You think the duty on importation is still too low ?— I do, certainly.

2367. All that can be done for you by any duty or Parliamentary enactment

is to keep out the foreign corn altogether ; nothing more can be done than that,

can it ?—That rests with your Lordships.

2368. But in your opinion, when you state you think the scale of duty on
foreign corn is too low, the Committee wish to know if it is possible to do

more than give you the complete monopoly of your home market ?—That is as

far as it relates to the importation of foreign corn ; that would not do alone.

2369. Have you not, as far as wheat is concerned, at present the entire

monopoly of the home market ?—Yes, certainly.

2370. Are you aware that foreign wheat has come to this country for the last

two or three years ?—There has been wheat the last two or three years,

certainly ; but it operates very forcibly on the purchasers of corn ; I know how
it has operated on myself. Whenever wheat advances to about 6.9. a bushel, or

6 s. 6 (^., L as a buyer of corn, dare not go on with my purchase ; I know a

higher price than that lets out the foreign corn, with a small duty, so that it

prevents all speculation in corn.

2371. So that the injury you consider you derive from foreign corn is, not

that it comes into consumption, but that it is ready to come into consumption

the moment the price turns, the importing price ?—Certainly it has a very great

effect, and operates on the minds of the purchasers of corn.

2372. That arises, you think, from that foreign corn being permitted to be

bonded in warehouses ?—In a great measure ; they do not pay duty on arrival

;

it would make a great dilFerence.

2373. But if you were to refuse permission to bond it in the river Thames,
in the warehouses, and instead of that the speculator was to bond his corn at

Flushing, or any where on the opposite coast, would he not be almost as ready

to make use ofat as if it were bonded in England ?— It would militate then

against the farmer, but not so much as at present ; the freights are very low
;

I have been offered freight from Hamburgh to London at Is. per quarter,

to bring wheat in ballast, instead of coming empty. I do not mean that that is

the general freight ; but frequently captains of vessels have offered me freight

at that.

2374. If it would come as cheap as that, it would come still cheaper from
Flushing or Rotterdam?—About 2s. or 2s. 6d. a quarter is the usvial freight.

2375. What is the port you ship your corn to London from ''.— From Lynn.

2376. Is it not as ready for the London markets from Rotterdam or Flushing

as if it were shipped from Lynn ?— Certainly.

2377. Therefore, what is the reason you think the fact of being committed

to bond in England exposes you to less danger from foreign corn than if it were

bonded in Flushing or Rotterdam ?— I speak of this as a slight assistance to the

farmer. If that were the only relief you gave him, it would amount to but

little ; but I am sure any English merchant would prefer having his corn bonded
at Liverpool or Hull, or any English port, than from a foreign granary.

2378. Would they not more readily speculate on it if the foreign corn were

excluded till it was to pay duty ?—Yes.

2379. Is it not the practice, in a great many parts, that the money of the

English capitalist is employed in speculating in foreign corn "?—Undoubtedly.

2380. Would not that be prevented by requiring a duty to be paid on foreign

corn on being brought to England ?—It would be a means, to a certain

extent.

238 1 . From your experience and knowledge of the corn trade of this country,

do not you consider the protection, such as it is, that is given by the corn laws

to the corn grower of the country, is made much more acceptable and tolerable

to other parts of the comnumity from the fact of their having ready at hand a

certain portion of foreign corn, which may be brought in in periods of distress ?

— Probably it might ; but it is an extremely hard case that the capital of the

English i'armer should be wasted for that particular purpose, merely to serve

another branch of the community. It is a very hard case that the whole of my
capital should be wasted to support the rest of the community.

2382. Reasoning the matter simply ibr the interest of the farmer in England ;

4r)4. <^ Q 4 supposing



128 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITl^EE

Mr. IF. Tkirnall. Supposing there were to come several cases of a totally deficient harvest, and
there was a want of a foreign supply, do not you think that that might make a

4 March 1836. portion of the population of this country so impatient under the system of the

corn laws as to endanger for the farmer the maintenance of that system W'hich

is now for his protection?—The present system is mucli more prejudicial ; for

now you are driving the land all out of cultivation to a much greater extent than

all the foreign corn ever imported in one year ; I think you are injuring the

community now ; and one of these days the country will be put in a dreadful

state of starvation, as the land goes out of cultivation, and no foreign supply will

be able to meet your wants.

2383. Is the cultivation improving, or deteriorating, or going backwards, in

your neighbourhood ?—There is a great desire to improve the cultivation ; but

the fai'mers are deprived of the means of doing that. I am in the oil trade, and
an oil-crusher, and sell a vast quantity of manure ; I do not sell a fourth of the

quantity of oil-cakes to the farmers as I used. There is a great deal more skill

;

I never saw such an ardent desire for improvement as of late ; and the best

reasons for that, a man, with all his industry, can scarcely keep himself alloat.

23 84. Is the land less cultivated than it was ?—Yes ; I have two farms

adjoining the one I occupy ; the land is overrun with weeds, and in a most
dreadful state ; and the other tenant has paid little or no rent ; and he told me
the other day he could not pay any.

23 85. Looking back to some years of your own experience, should you say

that the acre of wheat is less productive than it was ; that the produce per acre

is diminished 1—It will keep diminishing rapidly ; for the farmers cannot atibrd

to purchase manure as they did.

2386. Has it diminished ?—Within the last three or four years ; the land is

not so well cultivated ; there is not so much manure purchased.

2387. You stated the profit and expense ; you did not draw the balance ?—My
rent is about 432 /.

2388. Was the whole rent lost?—My whole loss is 432/. 10s 9rf. ; here is

my account

:

STATEMENT, showing the Receipts and Ol'tgoings upon a Farm of 400 Arres, at Duxfori/,

Cambridgeshire, in the Occupation of William Thuunall, fjom iVlichaeiiiias 1834 to

Michaehiias 11-35.

Farm, Dr.
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2392. Have you come to tliis conclusion, that if there should be expansion of Mr. W. Thumall.

the currency by any wholesome course, are you persuaded it would be a consi-

derablc relief to the agricultural interest?— I believe of the greatest relief; all 4 March 1836.

the others amount to a mere nothing.

2393. Do you think the repeal of the malt-tax would not be an advantage ?

—

It would benefit the farmer to a certain degree.

2394. Or if the whole were not taken off, if the farmer were allowed to malt
his own barley for his own consumption, or his cattle or family ?—Yes, con-

siderably.

2395. Has wheat been malted at all in your neighbourhood?—Yes ; a con-

siderable quantity last year.

2396. Has grown wheat been used at all for feeding cattle ?—In a few

instances the plan has been adopted ; but they were fearful of the excise laws.

2397. Do you know any thing as to the state of the beer-shops in your
neighbourhood ; are they productive of good or injury to the agricultural

population ?—In some instances they have been very much abused, but I do
not think they have done injury to the morals of the people in the manner
described.

2398. What acreable produce of wheat and barley did you calculate upon
when you took your farm ?— I should calculate I should grow five quarters of

barley and 25 bushels of wheat ; I know a less quantity than that would not

remunerate me ; and then the wheat should make from 7s. %d. to 8s. per bushel

upon an average crop.

2399. You have said that they purchase a less quantity of manure ; that you
sold oil-cake, and they purchase a small quantity ?—I do not sell one-fourth.

2400. How are the country shopkeepers off, do you think ?—They are getting

into a very deplorable state.

2401. Do they sell as much ?—Nothing like it.

2402. A farmer makes his coat do two years instead of one ?—And every thing

else ; they cannot pay the country shopkeeper.

2403. Does he pay his debts?—A farmer pays scarcely any body but his

landlord ; my book debts will show that ; I have heard the landlords state, they

could not suppose the farmers were so distressed, for they got their rents.

2404. You do not get your bills paid ?—I do, in some instances. The master

of a college said, " I cannot conceive how the farmers can be so distressed as

you represent them ; for we have had the college rent and tithes tolerably paid."

I said, " Yes; that has been paid out of my capital ; three of your tenants

came and told me I must wait if they paid you."

2405. In the last two years you have not produced nearly the quantity of

wheat and barley jointly that you anticipated when you took your farm ?—Of
wheat I have.

2406. But jointly?—I have had little more than half a crop of barley the last

two years.

2407. Tlien in the two last years the quarter of your entire rent was lost by

the want of productiveness in your barley crops ?—Not altogether.

2408. Is it not adequately met by a higher price ?—No ; and it is not confined

to that, but to all descriptions of agricultural produce. Within the last three

months I have sent nearly 200 pigs to London, and, on an average, I have lost

3 s. in every 20 s. for which they have sold, 15 percent. The small London
pork did not make so much as I gave for it lean, in many instances.

2409. In your answer relative to the profit of the flock, it does not appear you

made 1 ^ a head, one with another, in the course of the year ?—Probably not, as

that would vary according to the number sold ; some years it would be more,

others less. I must sell part of my flock this year, as the sheep have become
what is termed broken-mouthed ; and if all were sold at a particular time, that

year there would appear to be a greater profit.

2410. In the year you have been giving an account of, you have stated the

profit of your flock at 400 I ?—No ; the gross produce.

241 1. That is not above I /. a head ?—Yes.

2412. Does not your flock generally yield more than I /. a head all round?
— No.

2413. Never?—I do not mean that there have been years when it has not; if

the wool is included, I should say certainly.

4G4.
"

E -414- Are
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Mr. fF. ThurnaU. '^414. Are your sheep South Down ?—Between the Norfolk and South Down
;

a half-breed.

4 iMarch 1836. ^241 5. Do you fatten any for London?—Yes.

2416. Do you send them to town?—Yes. I sent very few last year.

2417. What did the fat ones average?—The average was from 21. 2s. to

46 «. 6^/.

2418. "When do you sell your store lambs?—Prices were so low I would not

part with them ; I have them by me now ; the price of sheep and lambs has

declined, and I was unwiUing to part with them.

241 c). What do you generally estimate the average price of lambs at Michaelmas;

what do you estimate them at ?—Last year ?

2420. No ; vou have taken your farm on some calculation?—! should think,

generally speaking, about 1 /.

2421. Those lambs you sent to town at 25 s. you sell at Michaelmas, store

lambs, or thereabouts, at W. ; that takes all the produce of your ewes, at aver-

aging about 1/., then you add to that the profit of the wool?— All that will

depend on circumstances ; a number of them die. It is a veiy rare thing for a

man to rear as many lambs as ewes. I think last year I had not any thing like

two-thirds of lambs to the flock. I had 50 ewes died in lambing last year. I

w^ould beg leave to put in here the statement of a neighbouring farmer [the Witness

produces a papery. I know the person, and I will swear to the handwriting.

2422. Have you any means of knowing whether it is correct?—I know Mr.

Grain ; it is his own handwriting, and I am ready to swear it is his handwriting

;

and he gives it as a true and correct account.

2423. Do you believe it is a true account?—I have no doubt of it whatever.

It is the statement of a farm in the same village as I live myself ; a regular

account of every item in the farm ; it is for two or three years. But your Lord-

ships will understand there will be some sort of appearance of discrepancy between

his statement and mine ; his farm is on a corn-rent ; he pays a bushel of wheat

and a bushel of barley per acre, being about 8 s. 6 d. ; I am paying 22 s. an acre

for my land, besides tithes, and the tithes are very high. This farmer takes it at

a bushel of barley and a bushel of wheat, so that he pays only 8 s. d. an acre,

that being about the price of a bushel of wheat and a bushel of barley at the time

the rent was decided.

2424. Is his land of the same quality as yours ?—In the course of a few years

it will be very nearly ; it is not very different now. The village was inclosed

14 or 15 years since, and now this farm is getting to the same state as my own.

This was one of the distant farms.

242,5. If this farmer was to get a veiy bad year for his produce, he would be

caught with his corn-rent, would he not ; suppose he got a very deficient crop

and a very high price, he would be caught ?—If it was a deficient crop generally,

it would be a higher price, and he would be no loser.

2426. He would have to pay a rent proportionate to the price, without a con-

sideration of the crop ?—If it was a partial deficiency, aftecting him only, he

would pay a higher rent.

\_l'he Witness delicers in thefollowing paper, which is rend :]

Statement,
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Statement, showing ihe actual Proceeds and Expenses attending tlie Cultivation of an ofl-liand Farm of 617 Acres, in the
Parish of Duxford, in the County of Cambridge, from Michaelmas 1831 to the same period iS-is, in the occuoation of
Mr. Peter Grain. *^

This farm is held at a corn-rent of one bushel of wheat and one bushel of b.ir!ey per acre, Winchester measure. The
.yearly average upon which such rem is calculated not being regulated by any corn returns, but by the occupiers
books. '1 he land is farmed upon the four-score .system, and is favourable for the' keeping of sheep, of wiiich there have
been, during all the above period, trom 25 to 30 score kept upon the farm.

From August 1831 to August 1832.

LXPENDITUllE.

Rent
Tithes

Labour ......
Poor-rates, surveyors anil church ditto

Artificial manure - - - . .

Seed com, trefoil, clover, and turnip seed -

Keep of horses .....
!Mait and hops for labourers' beer

Tradesmen's bills . - . . .

Loss in horses .....
Hurdles and stakes ....

£. s. d.

Bullocks bought in the autumn,
5/. .... 270

Food consumed by ditto, incliid-l

ing the hay, entered on the} 107 10 -
other side ... .J

54 bullocks sold in the spring
377 10 -

357 >2 -

Loss in bullocks .....
Sundries, including expenses at markets 1

and fairs, insurance of stock, turnpikes
|

and other expenses, carrying out corn,
(

&c. &c. .... .J

£. s. d.

Zli 16 2

198 15 lOj

1^5 13 9
94 5 -

354 9 4
395 i« 10

301 11 9
50 7 7
69 - 10

52 9 10^

2,696 ig

RECEIPTS.

101 acres a roods wheat, at 2 quarters
]

44 bushels per acre, at 59 $. ic4 d. per '

quarter . - . - - .J
127 acres of barley, at 4 quarters 6

J

bushels per acre, at 35 j. 7jrf. per
quarter . . - - .

39 acres 3 roods oats, at 5 quarters 1 1

bushel 1 peck per acre, at 22 s. per
[

quarter - . - . . -
J

15 acres 3 roods peas, at 1 quarter

1 bushel per acre, at 37 s. 6d. per qr. -

7 acres tares, at 5 bushels per acre, at

~s.6d. per bushel . . . -

18 acres cinquefoil hay, at 3/. 10*. per

acre .....
Sheep and wool . - . . -

Profit of pigs .....
Eggs and fowls - ' -

Balance • £.

£.



1 va MINUTES OF E^DENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

From August J 833 to August 1834.

EXPENDITURE.

Rent
Labour -..-•-
Tithes-------
Poor-rates, surveyors and church ditto

Artiiicial manure . - - - -

Seed corn, trefoil, clover, and turnip seed

Keep of horses - - - - -

Malt and liops for labourers' beer -

Tradesmen's bills . - - - -

Loss in horses . . - - -

Hurdles and stakes . - - -

£. s. d.

6o bullocks bought in the

autumn - - - - 406 7 -

Food consumed by ditto, prin-1

cipally the hay entered on ;i'

the other side -

124

530 17 -

60 bullocks sold in the spring 457 - -

Loss in bullocks - - - - -

New implements - - - - -

Loss in pigs------
Sundries, including the same items as the

first year -

£.

£. s. d.

303 iQ 6

yl-2 14 4J
176 12 10

85 11 8

188 16 -

345 - 10^

309 1 -

49 4 6

76 15 9h
3 I -

23 19 9

RECEIPTS.

73 17 -

62 4 2

1162

77 14 4*

2,699 '9 -

97 acres wheat, at 3 quarters per acre, at

49 s. 8 d. per quarter . . -

140 acres barley, at 5 quarters 2 bushels

per acre, ot 29 s. per quarter

52 acres 1 rood oats, at 7 quarters 2j
bushels per acre, at i8i. gr;?. per quarter

27 acres tares, at 1 quarter 2;} bushels per

acre, at 38 «. 8 d. per quarter

8 acres peas, at 2 quarters per acre, at 36 i.

per quarter - - - - -

40 acres cinquefoil hay, at 3 1, per acre -

Sheep and wool - • - . -

Eggs and fowls . - - - -

Potatoes ------
Received of the landlord part of thel

expense of making the road entered S

last year ------

Balance - £.

4g per cent.

£. s. d.

726
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Die LuiKB, 7* Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Mr. Edward Bradley is called in ; and Examined as follows :

2427. WHERE do you live ?—I live at Cowbridge, in Glamorganshire. Ui. E. Bradley.

2428. You are steward for some gentlemen in that neighbourhood, are you
not •?—I am. 7 March 1836

2429. What quantity of land have you under your care?— It would be diffi-

cult to say ; a great many thousand acres in Glamorganshire, Brecknockshire

and Herefordshire.

2430. How long have you had the management of it?— I suppose from 15 to

20 years
;
perhaps 1 8 years.

2431. Does it extend itself over a considerable part of those counties?—Yes ;

north, south, east and west.

2432. Have you any concern in countrj' banks?—I have not.

2433. WTiat is the state of the farmers in that district ?—Very much
depressed.

2434. Do they pay their rents ?—They are very backward.

2435. Do you think they have any means of paying rent out of the profits

made on their lands ?—No, nor have they had for some time ; many have been

paying from their principal.

2436. Have any been broken up ?—A great number.

2437. What number in your neighbourhood?—The changes have been so

great I cannot pretend to say, so many have been obliged to quit their farms,

and others have been distrained ; I do not think there are a great many really

solvent at this moment, taking the country through.

2438. You live near the coast?— I do, within about five miles.

2439. That distress arises from the depression of prices ?—Exactly so.

2440. Particularly wheat ?—Yes.

2441. Are the other articles that they sell than wheat as high as they ought to

be, considering the state of the tenants ?—No, I think not.

2442. How long have they been depressed?—They have been more particu-

larly depressed for the last four or five years ; but before that time the price of

corn was extremely low ; it was not a remunerating price.

2443. To what do you attribute that ?—My own opinion has been for some
time that the importation of Irish corn has tended very much to reduce the

price of corn in Glamorganshire, for the imports have been ver}^ great indeed.

2444. Can you state the importations from Ireland into Glamorganshire for

the years 1833, 1834 and 1835?—Yes ; I have it from the Custom-house ; in

the year 1833 the Custom-house returns from Swansea and CardiiF were

168,080 bushels of wheat and flour. I have made the calculation according to

the average ; that is rather high in Glamorganshire ; the average produce of an

acre would be about 20 bushels. I have reduced that into acreage. It would

take 8,404 acres to produce that quantity.

2445. What were the average prices per bushel that year?—Six shillings and

ninepence.

2446. How many were imported in 1834 ?—Two hundred and seventy thou-

sand nine hundred and sixty bushels of wheat and flour.

2447. How many acres would that take?—Thirteen thousand five hundred and

forty-eight acres.

2448. What was the price per bushel then?—Five shiUings and tenpence

halfpenny.

2449. So that the prices appear to have fallen as the quantity of importation

increased ?—Just so.

2450. What were the importations in 1835 ?—Three hundred and eleven

thousand two hundred bushels.

2451. That would cover how many acres?—Fifteen thousand five hundred
and sixty acres.

2452. What was wheat a bushel tliat year ?—Four shillings and fourpence

halfpenny.

464- B 3 2453- Was
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Mr. E.Bradley. 2453. AYas As. 4\d. the average of the jear in your county?—Yes, it was.

^454- Have you attended the markets, or do you know any thing of the state

7 March 1836. of the markets ?—The markets are extremely dull ; we cannot sell the produce
of the country.

2455. Is the Glamorganshire farmer ahle to compete with the Irish farmer in

his own markets ?—No.

2456. Was the produce of Glamorganshire in those years sufficient for its

cultivation ?—No, 1 should think not, from this circumstance, that the state of

the farmers has not allowed them to cultivate their land properly, and it has been

very much deteriorated.

:2457. Have they not very good land there?—Very good.

24.58. Would it have been sufKcient, if the land had been properly cultivated?

—I should think it would ; and before the importations were so great from
Ireland, we were in the habit of sending considerable quantities to Bristol.

24,5 <). Has agriculture been depressed by the introduction of Irish corn ?

—

Yes, very much. I have knowm corn sent to Bristol, and kept there for some
time, and returned because they could not get the sale of it.

2460. Has there been, in consequence of the importations from Ireland, less

corn grown in Glamorganshire than formerly ?—No, I cannot say there has

;

I should think not less.

2461. In consequence of the glut, has it been saleable ?—We have not been
able to effect sales.

2462. Did it ever, in any time you can remember, grow enough for its own
consumption?— I think it has.

2463. For how many years has it ceased to grow enough for its own consump-
tion?—Four or five or six years, I think.

2464. During all that time have there been those importations from Ireland ?

—There have.

2465. How do you reconcile that with your former statement, that the quan-
tity grown has not fallen off?—They have been taking a quantity of land not

properly cultivated.

2466. You say that 20 bushels is the average per acre ; is that the average

now, according to the present course of cultivation ?—No ; I think the crops

are very deficient now.

2467. The population has much increased ?— It has.

2468. Those two circumstances of deteriorated cultivation and of increased

population have operated together?— Yes.

2469. You say that the Welch are not able to compete with the Irish in your
markets; to what do you attribute that?— I should think that arises in part

from the liabilities of the farmers in Glamorganshire being very much greater

than those of the Irish, and their local taxes are not equal to ours.

2470. Have you been in Ireland ?— I have been there twice.

247 1 . Does their not paying poor-rates make a considerable difference in the

expense of producing corn ? —I should think it does.

2472. What other taxes do they not pay ?—I believe they do not pay assessed

taxes.

2473. Wliat is the rate of labour in Ireland?—I have understood from 6 d. to

\0d. or 1 s. a day.

2474. What is the rate of labour in Glamorganshire a week?—I do not think

we have any labourers under 9 s. ; a great many at lis. and 12 *.

2475. Is not the price of labour a most material ingredient in the cost of grain ?

—Certainly, in Glamorganshire.

2476. Does that exceed the rent of the farm?—It does, in my farm.

2477. Is it possible for a man who pays lis. a week for his labour to

compete wth a man who has his corn grown by labour at 6 rf. a day ?—Cer-

tainly not.

247 S. In consequence of their not having been able to compete, are there

great losses in the management of farms in Glamorganshire ?—There are.

2479. Have those produced the ruin of the farmers?—A great many.
2480. Is it possible for them to go on, unless something is done to diminish

the expenses or raise the prices ?—Quite impossible.

2481. Do you know whether the farmers are holding on their farms in hopes

of something being done for them ?—I know many ; I have induced a good

many to go on, in the hope of something being done for them.

2^82. What
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2482. What have you induced them to hope may be done?— One great point

I have laboured to induce them to expect is, that the Irish agriculturist would
in justice be subjeqt to the same imposts as the English ; and they have been
induced, in some instances, to iiold on.

2483. Do you think if they were to find that Parliament had said that they

could not do any thing for them, they would hold on any longer?—No, I think

not. I had a farmer with me last week, who holds under , who
wished to give up his farm, but I induced him to wait till it was seen what
would be done.

24S4. Are you acquainted with the country banks at all?—No, not as regards

their mode of doing business with the country farmers.

248,5. Do you know whether the farmers were, in previous years, in the habit

of being accommodated by country banks ?—Yes, and are now.

2486. Will the country banks aftbrd them assistance with that facility they

would formerly ?—No. We have some joint-stock banks estabbshed, and I do
really believe the farmers have been accommodated lately ; I do not know what
security they give ; for many of them, I know, have nothing beyond what they

have upon their farms ; and many of those very persons who had money, if

their stock and crops were taken, would not have any tiling beyond the papuent
of theii" rent.

24S7. Have those persons reduced themselves to this state of things by any
imprudence of theirs, or is it entirely owing to the times ?—Not by any impru-
dence, many of them living harder than their labourers.

2488. Notwithstanding that they are, in that part of .the country, many of

them in a state of ruin ?—Yes.

2489. Wliat is the average rent of lands on the estates to which you are allud-

ing?—I should think from \Gs. to \Ss.

2490. Has rent been reduced materially since the reduction of the prices ?—
Very much ; I have known reductions of 25 per cent. ; it varied from 10 to 25 ;

but I do not think the farms in Glamorganshire have been highly rented in

proportion to the produce of corn.

249!. You state that the chief advantage the Irish farmer has over the

English or Welch gi'ower is, that he does not suffer under the pressure of the

same taxation, and particularly the taxation for the poor ; what is the highest

amount of poor-rate on the estate of which you have the management I—It

would be difficult for me to say ; I was not aware of being called here when
1 left home ; I cannot give particulars as to the charges of the poor, but

they are very low, comparatively, to v.hat they are in many other parts of the

kingdom.

2492. Are the prices in the immediate markets materially lower than in the

other markets in the kingdom ?—I do not know as to other markets.

2493. Can you state as compared with London ; is there a great difference

between Cardift' or Swansea and ]\Iark-lane ?—Tliey are certainly lower, from

many of the returns I have seen.

2404. \\1iat is the price now in Swansea market ?—I think that wheat may
be worth 4 s. 9d. or 5*'., probably 5 s.; there has been a change within the last

three or four weeks in the price.

2495. Do you know that the price has gone back again within the last few

days ?—I was not aware of that. But the averages are very inaccurate at Mark-
lane. I recollect travelling by the mail into Glamorganshire ; there was a

person seated on the roof of the coach, who got into conversation about the

prices of corn ; he had been to Abergavenny market ; he went to Cowbridge,

and bought a quantity of oats, for which he gave 3 s. 6d. ; I was purchasing at

2 s. 4 d. and 2 s. 6 d. ; he returned, and then wrote to the person of whom he

bought the oats that it did not suit his purpose to take them, and hoped he

would not insist upon the purchase, but it was too good a bargain not to hold

him to it, and it was compromised. The actual return from Cowbridge was from

what he had bought that day, but which he refused to accept.

2496. If the sales actually made were returned, that would furnish a proper

average ?—Not those small sales ; I think the millers or the large contractors

would be the persons from whom the return ought to be made.

2497. Do you mean that the return sent up that day was founded on that

sale ?—Yes.

464. R 4 2498. The

Mr. E, Bnidhy.

7 March 1836.
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Mr. E. Bradley. 2498. The price in London is charged with the expense of bringing it there ?

—Certainly.

7 March 1836. 2499. Is it fair that those should be mixed with the prices in the country

W'here the corn is gi-own ?—Certainly not.

2500. Do you know what it costs to bring a quarter of corn to London ?—

I

do not. I think the fair averages of corn, where they are stated in the different

markets, would be the price which should be given by the corn-buyer. A person

may find it an object to come into the market and buy a few bushels, giving an

extra price, to suit his purpose at Mark-lane.

2501. Are there many freeholders who cultivate their own land ?—There are.

2502. In what state are they?—They are in a very distressed state. I know
one lamentable instance of a farmer who had some property from his father, and

within the first four or five years, I beheve, he has mortgaged it up to the hilt.

2503. Is that the case with many?—Yes, with a great many.

2504. In what state are the smaller gentry in South Wales ?—Their situations

are verj' much reduced.

2505. Have they contracted engagements in better times which they are now
unable to discharge ?—Certainly they have.

2506. Have you any thing to suggest to the Committee which would be likely

to give relief to the agriculturist ?—It is very difficult for me to do that ; we
only know how we are depressed. If it were possible that the three kingdoms
should be subject to the same liabilities, we might all compete and start fairly

together.

2507. Do you think it is occasioned principally by the production of wheat

grown at low taxes in Ireland ?—Certainly.

2.50S. Is your opinion confirmed by the circumstance, that as the Irish gi-ain

has come in, our grain has gone down in price ?—Yes ; and the farmers in Gla-

morganshire are very pecuharly situated for those large importations. The large

works in the country take a great number of the labourers ; if we do not give

them the price they demand, they will go up to the works, where they get full

employment. The general complaint in Glamorganshire is the importation of

Irish corn, which' is consumed by the labourers at the works ; and we are in fact

papng, in consequence, greater wages in the lower part of the county, and they

do not consume the produce of the county.

2509. With regard to the prices of other agricultural produce, have they been

very low ; the price of stock, for instance ?—Very low.

2.510. Fat stock ?—Fat stock have been verj'^ low ; they have risen very much
within the last month or six weeks.

2511. Do you think that is materially affected by the imports from Ireland ?

—

No ; we have not any fat stock from Ireland ; we have had a great quantity of

Irish stock, but not so much as formerly.

2512. Have you a great deal of Irish pork consumed ?—It does not come into

our part of the countrj^ ; there is a great deal goes to Bristol.

2.";i3. You think the only part of your produce which is affected is the corn?

—Yes, more particularly the wheat and the oats ; there is a great quantity of

oats imported ; but we do not complain so much of the price of oats.

2514. You think that the prices in Swansea and Cardiff markets are not

materially lower than the prices in London ?—No, I do not say that.

2515. Take Bristol ; are they materially lower than they are at Bristol '?^No,
they have not been ; corn has been very heavy at Bristol.

2516. And there have been great importations from Wales into Bristol?

—

Yes, from Glamorganshire, and some has been returned there again.

2517. Do you know whether the Irish breed less cattle, and break up their

lands ?—I understand that they produce less cattle, and that they are breaking

up their lands, which they do not want for grazing, to cultivate.

2518. You know they have imported less cattle into your neighbourhood of

late ?—Yes, I know that.

2.519. Do not you recollect when the fat and the hide of cattle sold for much
less than they do now ?—Yes ; but I do not know what the difference was ; I

have nothing to do in that way. I breed a great many cattle myself.

2520, It is your conviction, that in consequence of the distressed state of the

farmers the land is, much worse cultivated, and produces much less than it did ?

Very much so.

^o2i. In
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2,521. In consequence of the higli prices, they broke up land they ought not Mr. E. Bradley.

to do, and farmed it inijiroperly ?—Yes ; and they have not now the means of

purchasinp,- lime, which is the great manure in our country. 7 March 1836.

2,'522. Have those means been exhausted in consequence of the unsuccessful

returns in prosecuting their business?—Yes.
2,523. If this process goes on, must the quantity produced be decreased?—No

doubt of it.

2524. Do you grow much barley?—Yes.

252,5. Any oats ?—Not a great quantity, except in the nnountainous districts
;

we draw the line between the mountain and the vale districts.

2.526. What do you conceive would be a fair remunerating price to the farmer

for wheat?—I should think they could not cultivate wheat under about 7s. ; and
there is one system in Glamorganshire which is a very expensive one, and where
practised they could not cultivate for that price ; that is what is called the fal-

lowing system. They work their land for a whole year, and manure it with lime

very heavily. That is ratlier an expensive system ; I do not think they can

possibly cultivate an acre of land and pay rent for a year under 10/. ; and I do

not think a remunerating price could be less than 9s. a bushel, or perhaps a

little more than that. Then they do not get much profit upon that ; they are

looking to subsequent crops.

2527. Do you think that peculiar and very expensive mode of cultivation is

the result of a want of skill and knowledge on the part of the farmers, or owing
to some peculiar circumstances of soil ?—Circumstances of soil more than any

thing else ; the soil is very prone to grass in the county of Glamorgan, and unless

they have a summer's fallow, and i)ut lime on the land, they cannot get a crop.

They do not adopt the hoe system so frequently as they ought.

2528. Wliat would be a remunerating price for barley upon the same system

of fallows ?—I have never known a crop of barley to be so produced.

2529. What is the produce per acre of barley.^—Perhaps about 30 Win-
chester bushels, where it has been well cultivated.

2,530. You make this calculation, supposing there is a fair harvest every year?

—I take tliat, conceiving they might have fair harvests ; and perhaps the same

quantity of oats would be about the average crop, about 30 bushels. I am
speaking of the farmers generally. Formerly the lands produced very much
heavier crops than they do now ; I have grown on my farm upwards of 50

bushels an acre of barley, but that was under particular circumstances of

culture.

2531. Has the quantity of barley grown in your neighbourhood decreased?

—

Very much ; and in fact all the grain has decreased ; every person travelling

through the country sees a very great difference.

2.532. You attribute the present price of barley, as compared with wheat, to the

decreased quantity produced ?— I do not know what to attribute it to ; there are

so many circumstances connected with the agricultural interest. I do not know
how far the consumption operates upon it, for we have no barley from Ireland,

that I know of, in any quantity that can affect us at all.

2.533. What is the course of cropping on your farm ?—The general course of

the country is fallow, wheat, barley and clover, and wheat again ; but in some

parts of the country they used to have an extraordinary system of growing

nothing but wheat in fallow ; a most expensive system where it prevailed.

2.534. Was that particularly rich land?—No; but the expense was enormous,

and it is ruinous besides ; for we know that lime properly used is a very fine ma-

nure, but if an extra quantity is put, there is nothing runs the land out so much.

2535. It destroys the vegetable principle ?—Yes.

2536. Is the land improved, or gone backward ?—Gone backward very much.

2537. So much so as to affect the crop of wheat ? -Yes, certainly, all crops.

2538. What do you call an average crop now ?—I have calculated the averages

at 20 Winchester bushels, but I think that is rather high, taking the country

generally.

2539. How much of your own farm is in wheat ; is it one-fourth every year ?

—No, not one-fourth.

2.540. One-fifth ?—Perhaps there maybe nearly one-fifth on my own farm;

but I should not speak of my own farm, putting it in competition with any other

farms in the country.

2541 . Speaking of the generality of farms, the general custom is, that about

^J^. s one-fifth
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Mr. E. Bradley, oiie-fiftli is in wheat —Yes, I fancy it may be as much as that ; one-iifth of the

ai-able. They have been in the habit of growing a great deal too much wheat ;

7 March 1836. and the mischief is, they have grown so much, their land will not produce any

wheat hardly now ; in some of the parishes which I have to do with, they average

lower, about 12 or 13 Winchester bushels an acre; I think many of the wheat

crops last year did not exceed 12 bushels an acre.

2542. Do they hold under leases ?—Many of them.

2543. Long leases ?—There are some old leases existing, but not many.

2,544. Are they not restricted as to their crops ?—Not restricted generally in

old leases.

2545. Are the properties large properties or small?—Generally small ; there

are some 5,000 or 6,000 or 7,000 a year ; but they are mostly small.

2546. You have no green crop except clover?—Yes, vetches.

2547. Have you any beans?—Not a great many; I do not know above four

or five farmers who cultivate them ; I cultivate them myself, after turnips ; I

have a great resource in the shape of manure ; I grow a great quantity of turnips,

and I have beans after turnips myself, after beans wheat, and on stiff land it is

very likely turnips again, but on light land barley and clover ; I sow my wheat

with an implement called a presser, a very useful implement, and the very best

way of sowing wheat ; there are two cast-iron wheels that follow two ploughs ;

the pressure indents the land, and in the case of clover or hay presses down the

top grasses, and in a fortnight after the land is ploughed ; I merely sow the wheat,

and it falls into the drills.

2548. Is your own land deteriorated ?—No, not at all ; but the only mischief

is, that within four years I have got to look for 2,O0OZ. or 3,000/. somewhere,

which I cannot tind ; I have very great resources ; I have a great quantity of land

in water meadow.

2.549. Have you a large flock of sheep upon them ?—^Yes ; my cattle since

Christmas have been feeding on the water meadows, and in April I always have

plenty of grass for all my stock, and I grow vetches.

2.550. Do you keep a breeding flock of sheep ?—Yes.

2551. You can feed your ewes and lambs upon those meadows in Aoril ?

—Yes.
2.552. You state that of all the articles of farm produce, with the exception of

wheat, there is a fair price ?—No ; barley is low ; oats are at a fair price.

2553. Did you not state 32s. is a fair price for barley?—Yes, 4s. a bushel.

2554. Is it not at 4s. a bushel now?—No ; I do not know that there has been

a sale efiected for more than 3 s. 3d. and 3s. 6d. for a verj- great length of time

;

4s. would be a fair average price if there was a proper return as to quantity, but

they do not get a fair return as to quantity.

2555. Has it never been 4s. a bushel in the course of this last winter?—No,
not to my knowledge.

2556. You sav that the farmers have been very much distressed ; have they,

in consequence of that distress, oveiT\'orked their land ?—Yes ; they have not

been able to pay their rents. Last Friday se'nnight I was in Brecknockshire,

and I was unfortunately obliged to distrain one of our own tenants there, and, taking

the whole, he had not one half enough to pay his arrears ; but he had a friend

that came forward and settled his arrears, and he is going on ; that man's

ancestors have been on the farm for generations ; the land was in the most
f wretched state.

2557. Is that the case with many of them?—Yes, many.

2558. Have those persons, for the purpose of keeping themselves up, over-

cropped their farms ?—Very much.

2559. Has that had the effect of decreasing the produce in subsequent years ?

—Yes ; there are many farms I would not have rent-free.

2560. In what state were those farms before they were so over-cropped ?

—

Many of them in a flourishing state.

2561. Do you grow a fair sample of barley?—^Yes, a very good sample ; I

have between 700 and 800 acres, and on the lighter soils I get as good barley as

can be grown.

2562. Was your crop a bad one last year?—No ; I do not complain myself of

the crops, only of the prices.

2563. You attribute your crop being so much better than your neighbours' to

theii"
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their bad state of cultivation ?—Yes, for my land is not better than my neigh-

bours'.

2.564. It is your opinion that the landlords received their rents by the land

having been run out?—Yes, in many instances they will not receive their rents

at all.

2.565. You say that barley is not at a fair price now ?—No.

2.566. What other article of farming produce is there that you consider to be

at a price low enough to account for the distress?—Wheat most particularly
;

the farmers generally cultivate only barley, wheat and oats in that county.

2.567. Do not you cultivate beans?—I do, and some one or two others ; but

those are exceptions.

2568. Do not the beans sell well?—No ; I conceive if the system was intro-

duced, it would be a good one ; and I did on one occasion, where I had authority

from the landlord, offer a farmer the bean seed to put in the land ; I drill mine
;

and if the crop was productive I engaged to take it, because I can consume it ; I

am a mail contractor ; and if the tenant did not succeed, that he should not pay

any rent to his landlord ; but he was so fearful he would not try it ; he said he

knew it would be ruin to him if it did not succeed ; he had no incUnation to try

it, and did not try it.

2.569. Does not your stock sell pretty well?—Lately it has been paying very

badly ; but we have had an increase in price within the last three weeks or a

month.
2570. Otherwise your stock has been at rates of which the farmers justly

complain ?—Yes, certainly.

257 1 . Do you complain of wool ?—No ; that has been at a very good price.

2.572. If the farms in your neighbourhood have been overcropped and injured

in the way you have stated, so that the wheat crop is not expected to produce, on

an average,' above 20 bushels an acre, is there any state of prices that may
reasonably be expected that would not leave farmers so situate in a state of

distress ?— I do not know ; I cannot tell what the price would be ; but if they get

small produce and a high price, that might remunerate them ; for that crop I

think about 7s. a bushel would be a remunerating price, if a farmer had an

average crop.

2.573. What do you mean by an average crop?—Thirty bushels an acre; he

ought to have that, if he crops his land properly.

2.574. A farmer, if he could get remunerating prices, would be able to get

credit, and to help himself on?—Yes ; and I beheve that has been the case with

some, where they have that to offer ; a man can have assistance from a banker

for a month or two when the prices are very low, and perhaps there may be a

change in price at the expiration of that time.

2575. Are you to be understood that a man has refused to take a farm at any

rent ?—No ; but there are farms I would not take myself.

2.576. You spoke of wool bearing a remunerating price; have you had any

great loss of sheep ?—No, I do not know that I have lost one sheep myself, but

many farmers have had considerable losses in 1831, and the last year too.

2.577. From rot?—Yes.
2.578. You say barley is not at a fair price ; when j^ou make use of that expres-

sion, do you mean with reference to the state of the crops ?—A good average

crop at present prices is not remunerating.

2579. What is the present price?—Three shiUings and sixpence to os. 4d. in

our part of the country.

2580. What should be the price on an average crop in your country ?—It

should be 4s.

2581. What do you say, according to the present course of cultivation and

the present state o^ land, you consider as an average crop per acre ?—Under 20

bushels, I think, taking the country through.

2582. Yet the farmers cultivate land not producing more than 20 bushels an

acre with two wheat crops in four years ?—Yes.

2583. That is the custom of the country ?—Yes, it has been during the times

of depression.

2584. Are you aware how many years that land has been under plough; is it

land which has been recently broken up ?—No ; we prevent that as much as

possible ; there are very few cases where men have old leases and new ones not

having covenants to protect the landlord.

464. s 2 2585- You

Mr. E. Bradley.

7 March 1836.



140 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. E. Biadki/. 2585. You Say they are in the practice of liming their lands to a great extent

;

how often do they lime them ?—On what they called their fallowing system they
7 March 1836.

jj^^g ^,gj,y j^eavily, and take a crop of wheat; the next year they allowed their

land to lie in stuhble ; and the year after, breaking it up, take oft' another crop

of wheat ; this practice had been adopted in a particular district only, and is now
almost, if not entirely, extinct.

^f^Sd. Do they lime it then?—No; they do not lime it for the next crop; that

is in one particular part of the country ; the best arable farms we have near the

coast; but that is a system they are getting very much out of; the system is

expensive, and there is one year's rent to pay without the use of the land.

2587. They have two i'allows ?—Yes ; what is called the bastard fallow for the

second crop.

[The Witness is directed to loithdraw.

Mr. James Grinling Cooper is called in, and Examined as follows

:

Mr. J. G. Conper. 2588. WHERE do you live '? —I live at Blythburgh, in Suffolk.

2,589. Are you a farmer yourself?— I am.

2590. Are you steward for anybody?— I am not.

2591. Are you a tenant of Sir Charles Blois ?— I am.

2592. Wliat quantity of land do you hold?—Upwards of 1,600 acres.

2593. How long have you been in the occupation of that land ?—Since

Michaelmas 1823.

2594. "What is the state of farming in your country?—We generally think

that farming is on the decline.

2595. Are the farmers in a good condition round you, or otherwise?—The
farmers are generally spending their capital ; that is my own opinion, from my
own experience.

2596. Are you yourself?—I cannot boast of a great deal of profit.

2597. Have your expenses increased in the cultivation of a farm ?—Our out-

goings, our parochial expenses, are increased materially.

259S. Since when?—Since 1823.

2599. Can you state what they have been in the several years of 1789, 1804,

1814, 1824 and 1834 ?— I can give the gross expenses of the parish in which my
farm is situate, for the years referred to.

2600. Wliat rates does that include?—The poor, county and church rates.

2601. All the rates in the parish?—Yes.

2602. Can you state what has been the price of wheat at those different

times ?—I can state the price which I have realized, and which my father realized

in his time ; not from the year 1789 ; my father did not take business till the

year 1793.

2603. Will you give the rates and expenses for the several periods ?—Iii the

year 1789, the whole expenditure was 107/. Os. Id. ; in the year 1804, it was
210Z. 16s. 6tZ. ; in the year 1814, it was 333Z. 17s. 3d. ; in thevear 1824, it was
714/. 7*-. Ud. ; in the year 1834, it was 1,213/. 2s. 5^d.

2604. You have not got the account for 1835 ?—I have not.

260,5. Can you state what was the price of wheat in those different periods?

Not the price of wheat in 1789. I have a list of my father's prices in 1793,

46s. Shd. per quarter ; we keep our accounts in combs ; that is the produce of

the year 1793 ; it was sold in 1793 and 1794.

2606. What is the next date to which you can give the price?—In 1804, it

was 78s. \0d. ; in 1814, it was 64s. %d. ; in 1824, it was 65s. Ad. ; in 1834, it

was 41s. ; and, as far as I can give the present year's produce, my average is

39s. 2id.

2607. In each year how many labourers were employed upon your farm?—

I

was not in possession of the farm in the early years.

2608. When are you first in possession of an account of the number of

labourers employed either in the parish or on your own farm r—In 1832 we had
a- great many men out of employment, and an arrangement was made in the

parish to see whether we could find some means for getting the men into regular

employment ; the first step we took was to allot to each occupier such a

number of labourers to be employed by him as would keep his land in a good

state ; and after apportioning the labourers in that manner, it left upwards of 50
men unemployed.

2G09. How
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260Q. How long had your parish been in a state to have a number of Mr. «/• G. Cooper.

labourers ; for we know you could not get employment ?— I cannot say the

number regularly every year, but there have been a number of labourers out of ' March 183C.

employment for 12 or 14 years.

2610. Are there more or less out of employment now than there were when
you first took an account ?—More than there were when I first took the farm.

2611. Would those people be employed if your lands were properly cul-

tivated ?—I do not think we could find profitable employment for all the labourers

in that parish.

2612. Could you find proper employment for a larger number than are now
employed, if your produce was at proper prices ?—I think we could.

261 3. Was that sort of voluntary rate you speak of done by consent of aU the

inhabitants ?— Yes.

2614. What is the population of vour parish?—By the last census, in 1831,

579.

2615. What was it in 1789 or 1793 ?— I cannot speak to that.

2616. Can vou speak to it for any earlier year ?—No.

2617. What is the acreage of the whole parish?—This parish has two hamlets

attached to it ; there are 3,711 acres in the parish.

2618. You take the parish with the same boundaries as the population?

—

Yes.

26 iQ. Are the lands in your parish so well cultivated as they were formerly?

—The lands in our particular parish are as well cultivated as they were in 1823
;

I was not resident in the parish till that year.

2620. Are they in as good a state now as they were in 1823?—I should be

apprehensive hardly so good, but there is ven,' little difference.

2621. Your stock has not been so much diminished in price ?—I do not think

the quantity of stock upon farms is much altered ; but there is a system grown
up in consequence of the necessity of the times, where stock is sent on to

different occupations by dealers at their own prices, and afterwards taken again

when fat.

2622. Do the farmers go on cultivating their land in the expectation that

something wiU be done, and that times will be mended ?—That is the impression

on farmers generally.

2623. Do vou think* that they would go on cultivating, if they did not entertain

such an expectation ?—If they did not entertain an expectation of prices mending,

they would not go on.

2624. Do they expect any thing to be done by Parliament ?—Yes.

2625. If that expectation were disappointed, would they, in your opinion,

throw up their farms ?—They must throw up their farms, or have their expenses

reduced in some manner.

2626. In the countn," around you, are the farmers in a prosperous or ruinous

state ?—They are bordering on a ruinous state.

2627. Is that the case with the greatest number?—I should say it is the case

with the majority.

2628. For how many miles round are you acquainted with it ?—My obser\'a-

tion would apply not far round me ; I am skirting on the coast ; but perhaps

20 miles each way.

2629. You think that the farmers generally are in a ruinous state?—Yes.

2630. Has it been the habit to make up the rate of wages out of the poor-

rate ?—Never, to those who were in regular work ; they have received full wages

when they were regularly employed on the land.

2631 . Wliat wages do you give 1-—By the day, we are now at 8s. a week ; but

the earnings of men employed on land generally would average with us above 9 s.

a week.

2632. How do you account for the great increase of expenditure of the parish

between 1824 and 1834 ?— I cannot account for that, except from the increased

population of our parish, and the inability of the farmers to employ ; we are so

situated that we have not houses for them ; we have a great number of poor

belonging to the parish who are not resident.

2633. A large proportion of the 3,711 acres probably is not in cultivation?

—

I can give the difterent quantities of each description of land ; arable land, 2,380^

acres. I should beg to obser\-e, there is a very great disparity in the value of our

lands; from 5s. to 22s. and 23s. an acre; a great part is of the worst descrip-

464. s 3 tion
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Mr. J. G. Cooper, tion of land ; there are 707 acres of marsh and pasture ; a great part of them
• are very ordinary' ; 27^ of marsh walls ; Oj acres of reed lands ; 363 acres of

7 March 1836. heath land, sheepwalks, and so on; 224 acres and 1 rood of woods, very

ordinary ; no underwood in them ; they are mere fir plantations.

2634. What market town are you near ?—Halesworth, in Suffolk.

2635. The land is stiff, cold land generally, is it not?—The principal part of

this parish consists of mixed soil
;
poor light land, and some poor hea^T land.

2636. What are the poor-rates in the pound ?—Taking out the heath land and
w'oods, the rates will average 7s. 9d. an acre, and this is exclusively of statute

duty ; I take the money actually paid.

2637. You regulate your rates by so much in the pound on a valuation; how
much in the pound is it 1-—I am not prepared to answer that question.

2638. What is the proportion of your poor-rate to your rent ?—It is in the

same proportion as 254Z. lOs. is to 1,100/.; I live in Blythburgh, but about

two-thirds of mv farm is in an adjoining parish, where the rates are very low.

2639. How many rates do you collect in the year ?— Generally four.

2640. What per-centage in the pound in Blythburgh ?—I should say not less

than 125. in the pound for the year ending March 1834, and our best lands

assessed at 17s. per acre ; then, graduated according to the quality of the land

that we assumed at the time of the valuation to be two-thirds of the annual value,

that would make our best land tithe-free 25s. 6d. an acre.

2641. Does the tithe belong to the landlord?—The tithe of the whole parish

belongs to my landlord.

2642. So that he lets it tithe-free?—He lets the estates he owns tithe-free.

2643. Have the rents about you been reduced much ?— I believe in all cases I

know, where the farms have been re-let, they have been reduced.

2644. To what extent?—I will take the case of a fai'mer in my own parish
;

a farm containing 379 acres of land.

2645. Wliat was the rent?—The rent in 1804 was 350/. ; the rates of the

parish for that farm that year, 10/. lis. -id. ; the same farm, in 1814, rent 350/.,

rates 23/. 10s. ; in 1824, the same farm, the rent 250/., the rates in that year

51/. 14s. ; in 1834, the rent 200/., the rates 84/. 12s. ; and, out of the annual

rent, the land-tax, repairs, and the expense of keeping up a considerable marsh
wall, were 42/. 16s. per annum.

2646. Do you mean out of the 200/. ?—Yes.

2647. Was that deducted also out of the 350/. ?—Yes ; this is a light land

farm.

2648. Have the farms in your neighbourhood been all reduced in the same
proportion ?— I should consider not; I should consider this rather an extreme

c-ase ; but they have been generally reduced when they have been re-let.

2649. How much per cent, have they been reduced?— I should say the dif-

ference in the last 12 years would vary from 12 to 15 and 18 percent., and
beyond that in some instances.

2650. Can they go on at this reduced rent?— I should say certainly not; I

have a statement of a heavy land farm, a stiff soil.

2651. What was the reduction on that?—The farm consists of 101 acres of

grass land, 80 acres of arable, and 13 pasture, and 8 acres of waste ; it has been

regularlv farmed in the four-course system of husbandly; this farm in 1813 was
purchased at 4,000/., and was mortgaged to a Mr. Capron for 2,000/. at that

time ; his executors at the present time would be very glad to sell the farm at

2,000/.

265'2. Was it thought a good purchase at the time it was made?—That I

cannot say; it would be something under 40/. an acre; that I consider a full

price at the time.

2653. Was it thought a high price at that time?—I should conceive it was
only the market price at that time ; the executors, who are offering it at 2,000 /.,

cannot obtain a purchaser for it.

2654. Is there any very material difference in the condition of the land

between the time of the purchase and the present time?—The farm, 1 believe,

has been regularly farmed in the four-course system of husbandry.

26,-j';. Is the land now in as good condition as it was then?—Perhaps not in

quite so good a state of culture.

2650. Has the land about you generally gone back in cultivation, or been

improved?— I apprehend it has gone back.

2657. For
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2^:)-; . For some time ])ack ?- It has regularly gone back since the present Mt. J.G.Cooptr.

price of farming produce.

•265S. It will produce less corn to the acre?—Yes, in consequence of going 7 March 1836.

back.

26.59. Your own farm, you say, you took in 1823; what was the price of

wheat then?—The price of the produce of 1824 lean state; taking from
Michaelmas 1823, the iirst j'ear would be 1824 ; that was 6.')s. 4rf. per quarter.

2C)()o. When you agreed with your landlord to take the farm, what was the

price of wheat in your contemplation ?—Sixty-one shillings and twopence was
the average price the preceding Michaelmas to my taking the farm.

'2GO1. When you took it, about GO 5. was in your contemplation as the pro-

bable price of wheat ?—Yes.

266-2. Do you suppose that at GO 5. for wheat, with other things in propor-

tion, your rent was a fair rent at the time ?— I thought so.

12663. Do you think it would be so now?— I think it would be such a price

that I could pay my rent, with other produce in proportion.

2664. What should you consider a corresponding price for barley, taking

60 s. for wheat ?—I think barley about 34 s.

2665. Thirty-four shillings for barley is about equivalent to that?—I think it

will appear so on the average of years.

261)6. Have you had any reduction of rent since 1823?—I have taken a fresh

hiring since that.

2667. Have you any objection to state when your last hiring was ?—About a

twelvemonth back.

2668. What reduction then took place?—Nearly 12i per cent, reduction ; but

mine is a stock farm, as well as grain ; a reduction of that sort might be fair

on my farm that will not apply to many ; I have a large quantity of marshes

and sheepwalk in my farm, that I am not dependent on corn only.

2669. What is your course of husbandry ?—The four-shift course ; one-fourth

fallow, one-fourth barley, one-fourth layer or beans or peas ; the remaining

fourth of wheat, on such land as it is good enough to grow it, or rye on the poor

land.

2670. What do you call a fallow ?—We put turnips on the light lands.

2671. You do not mean seed?—No ; the land lies dormant, turnips excepted,

for a year, for the purpose of cleaning it, and getting it into a proper state.

2672. What does your barley sell for now?—The average produce of my
barley of the last harvest, up to this time, is 2As. 6^(1. per quarter; our

lands are poor, and from the excessive drought we had an inferior quality.

2673. Is your barley generally of an average quality ?—Yes.

2674. What is the price of average qualities of barley ?—I cannot give any

opinion of the average quality ; I have known barley sold by us as low as 22 s.

this year, and up to 35 5.

2675. Does not fair malting barley at Haleswcrth sell at 36 s. ?—Fair malting

barley will not average with us 30 5., unless it is the chevalier barley ; I have

sold good malting barley last November at 26 .y. per quarter, and cannot now
make more.

2676. What flock of sheep have you?— I keep about 45 score and upwards.

2677. Nearly 1,000 sheep?—Yes.
2678. Have they sold pretty well?—Lambs have sold better, in consequence

of the improved price of wool.

2679. Have you had for your stock pretty much as good a return as, when you

first took your"lease, you had reason to expect ?—No, I do not conceive I had

during the last lease ; as to the present, I cannot give an opinion ; I have not

taken any produce to market since that.

2680. "Your wool is selling well?—Yes; it was selling at 36 5. 6 </. a tod

when I first took my farm ; it has been selling at 36 s. since that.

2681. It was much lower formerly ?- I sold at 14*. a tod in 1829, and it

was very low in 1826, 1827, 1828 and 1830.

2682. The present price of wool you consider a good price?—Yes; other

circumstances corresponding, it would be a remunerating price for wool of that

description ; the same observation would not apply to hogget wool.

2683. You have spoken to the case of a particular farm ; is the cultivation

generally going backwards in your county ?—I conceive it is.

464.
'
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Mr. J. G. Cooper. 2084- That the lands are deteriorating ?—They are deteriorating in point of— cultivation.

7 March 1836. 20 Sj. Do you use artificial manure ; bone-dust, and so on ?—There is a great

deal used in some places, but not as a general system.

2686. Is there less used now than there used to be ?—I think there is.

26S7. The farmer cannot afford it ?—He cannot.

2688. Does your land require draining ?—No.

2(iSq. You conceive the cultivation is going back generally ; to what do you
attribute that ?—To the low price, and the inability of the farmer to employ more
labour on the land.

2(iqo. What do you consider the average per acre ?—I can give the average

crop on my own farm, and on the farm I have alluded to, which was reduced

one-half in the fee-simple value ; I have grown, on an average of 10 years, six

coombs and a half per acre, that is, three quarters and two bushels per acre, that

is, 26 bushels ; barley about 28 bushels per acre ; oats I do not grow.

2691. Beans?—I do not grow oats, beans or peas; mine is a light land

farm.

2692. How was it last year; was it more than an average crop, or less, with

you?—The harvest of 1835 we have not threshed; the harvest of 1834 barley

was decidedly below an average crop.

•2f)(}3. How was wheat?—Wheat was nearly an average produce.

2694. You do not know how much it yielded an acre of wheat in 1834?—
Twenty-three bushels per acre.

269.5. You stated 26 to be the average ?—That was the average of 10 years.

The question asked me was as to my farm ; what I considered the average ; and
I considered 26 the average.

2696. Eighteen hundred and thirty-four cannot have been an average crop

with you?—No, it would not, compared with the 10 preceding years.

2697. Generally speaking, it was a productive year, was it not ?—Generally

speaking, I think it was ; there was a greater deficiency of barley than of

wheat.

2698. You have stated that the crop of barley in 1834 was below the average

crop ; did the price compensate for the smallness of the quantity ?—Not any
thing hke it.

2699. Will you give the average of the other farm to which you alluded ?

—

1 cannot give the average of 10 yeai's on that farm ; I can only speak to each

particular year.

2700. Can you give the average quantity on that for the last year ?—Yes;
the average quantity of wheat on the heavy land farm for 1834 would be 21

bushels per acre ; barley 29 bushels per acre. On the light land farm for 1834
it would be 23 bushels of wheat per acre, and 19 bushels of barley.

2701. Is that usually the average as to crops between those two farms ; that

the heav)^ land is more productive in barley, and less in wheat ?—I have not

examined that particular point ; but I can state the quantity in any one year.

The barley of 1834 was very unproductive with us.

2702. Take any one year when barley has made a good crop on the light lands ?

—I will take the year 1831. The barley on the light land farm in that year

would be 32 bushels per acre; the barley in 1831, on the heavy land farm,

would be 36 bushels per acre ; on the light land the wheat would be 26 bushels

per acre, and for the year 1831, on the heavy land, only 12 bushels per acre.

2703. What sort of a year was that; a dry year or a wet year-?—The year

1831 was neither excessively dry nor wet.

2704. Have the turnip crops failed you this year ?—-Yes.

2705. Is there much oil-cake used with you in feeding cattle?—Yes, and
corn.

2706. Has wheat been so used ?—Yes, to a much larger extent than formerly.

2707. Have you much practical experience in feeding beasts with grown
wheat ?—No.

2708. Or with malt ?—I have had experience of feeding horses with malt.

2709. Do not you think it would be advantageous to the farmer if the malt-

pax was repealed, and he could malt his own barley ?— I think it would, and it

would have a great effect in bettering the condition of the lower class.

2710. Whai
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2710. "Wliat effect have the beer-houses in your neighbourhood?—Grenerally "SU. J. G.Conper.

a very bad effect.

271 1. You v^-ere mentioning that your father farmed before you ; was that on 7 March i«36.

the same farm ?—He was with me three or four years in this iarm ; but he was
on a heavy land farm pre\aous to Michaelmas 1823.

2712. Can you state, from what you collect from the old farmers of the county,

what proportion the present rents bear to those in 1789?— It was in the year

1793 my father took the business ; the same farm now lets for more money than

it did in 1793.

2713. Looking about at individual farms, not stating who holds them, can you
state in what proportion any given farm is higher now than it was then?—No,
I cannot do that.

2714. Has the new Poor Law been in operation with you ? —Nearly 12

months.

2715. Do you belong to an union ?—Yes.

2716. Have you built your workhouse, or are you building one?—We
have one.

2717. Did you form part of an union before?—We were incorporated with

the hundred ever since the year 1767.

2718. Those unions are not uncommon in the county of Suffolk?—No, they

are not.

2719. How are they considered to have worked 5 have the parishes belonging

to the old unions been better off than those which managed their own poor?

—

Before the operation of the new Poor Act, it was considered that the rates were

generally lower in the incorporated than in the unincorporated hundreds.

2720. Do you anticipate any reduction of the present poor rates from the

present system ?—We are expecting some reduction.

2721. As far as the present year has gone, has any actual reduction taken

place ?—There has.

2722. To a considerable extent ?—We have not had more than half a year's

experience, as it took some time to get the system into work ; we have not paid

more than two rates under the new system ; as far as those two rates go, we are

lower than we have been. I think the two rates together would amount to

4s. 6d. in the pound; I think they would have been from 56'. 6d. to 6s. under

the old system.

2723. Is the new system popular with you?— It is generally supposed that it

will have the effect of reducing our rates to some extent, but it is not popular

with the lower orders.

2724. You do not consider that the labourers really suffer under the alteration

much?—They are suffering in our particular parish ; for this reason, because we
have an excess beyond that we can employ, and the out-door allowance being

cut off, the labourer is compelled to go into the house for relief ; they have been

gradually enforcing that ; and I think, with the exception of the very old and the

widows, there is no out-door relief to be continued.

2725. Do you find that that makes them shift for themselves more than they

have been used to do?— It drives some of them to that, but some are

spending any little furniture they have, to keep out of the house as long as

they can.

2726. Can you state how many able bodied labourers were out of employment

last winter?—The number of labourers belonging to the parish in 1832 was 171

men, and 18 boys between the ages of 12 and 15, exclusive of paupers in the

workhouse.

2727. What proportion of them were out of work ?—From the 10th of October

to the 27th of December inclusive, 1834, we averaged 31^^ men per week out of

work the whole of that time, and from 27th of December to the 4th day of April

following, 183.5, we averaged 64i| men per week unemployed.

2728. You stated that rents are higher now than in 1793?— I think they are.

2729. Do you think that may be owing in any measure to the capital laid out

on the land in more prosperous times ?—I consider that to be from the increase

of competition for land, and caused in many cases by the fanner being obhged

to leave his farm, from inability. There are many who have diminished capital

who go and hire the land at a higher rent than it is worth, who keep the price

of land up, in expectation of being able to draw out of the land the unexhausted

improvements left by the previous ruined tenant, and trusting to the return of

464. T better
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-Mr. J. G. Cooper, better times ; but tliey cannot long continue to pay their rents if corn remains at

the present low price.

7 Marcli 1836. 2730. Were not great improvements carried on in the farms, in draining, fenc-

ing, and so forth, when prices were higher?—Certainly there were improvements

made ; but I should not conceive the lands now to be in the improved state they

were at the time referred to by the question.

2731 . Have the landlords in general expended any capital upon the lands since

that time, in drainage or otherwise ?—In all cases of draining with us, the tenant

does the whole.

2732. Have the landlords expended any capital in substantial improvements ?

—In improving the buildings, perhaps.

2733. Has the rent increased above what it was in 1793, exceeding proper

interest on the amount of money expended by the landlord ?— I do not know
that I could answer that question without going into some calculation.

2734. Do you think that the state of the land is better now than it was in

1793, so as to justify an improved rent ?— I tliink the land is decidedly improved

since 1793.

2735. Either from the actual state of the land being better, or their being able

to cultivate it with more skill, do you think a larger rent might be fairly expected r

I think it would be reasonable to expect an increased rent now, provided agri-

cultural produce was at the same price, and outgoings on land not increased.

2736. You speak of labourers who are forced to go into the workhouse ; does

that apply to able-bodied workmen ?—Yes.

2737. Does it apply to people of good character ; steady and industrious peo-

ple ?— Yes.

2738. They had been used before to have assistance on the poor-rates without

going into the house?—Yes, by working on the road, or any other work which

was ordered by the overseers.

3739. They have no such assistance now ?—No.

2740. Who are the persons who have the management of the poor in your
neighbourhood?—The guardians, under the direction of the Poor Law Com-
missioners.

2741. Have the guardians any discretion upon that subject?—Not being a

guardian, I cannot answer that question.

2742. Have many of those respectable labourers Avith their families been sent

to the workhouse ?— I believe in many cases they have been offered the work-
house, and almost universally refused it until after several weeks.

[The fFitness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Richard Hoare Bowling is called in ; and Examined as follows :

Mr. 2743. YOU are a corn-factor, farmer, and miller at Bexley, in Kent?— I am.
R. H. Dowhi'g. 2744. You occvipy an estate under Lord Bexley?—I do.

274.5. How many acres ?— I occupy and farm my own estate ; I also hold under

Lord Bexley, at a little distance, a farm called Hurst, which contains 210 acres;

added to which, I have 26 acres of marsh land. I occupy about 400 acres, my
own and that together.

2746. W^hat is the state of the farmers in your country ?— In a very bad state.

2747. Can they pay their rents?—The landlords are best able to judge of

that ?—I should say veiy partially so.

2748. If they do pay their rents, have they any particular mode of paying

those rents ; can they raise it out of the land in any way ?— If they pay their

rents, they must pay them out of their own capital, generally speaking.

2749. Do they pay it by over-ci-opping the lands ?^They are compelled to

force their land.

2750. Are they compelled to force their land in consequence of the difficulty

of paying the rent r—No doubt they are.

2751 . That is injurious to the land ?—Certainly it is.

2752. From your situation as a corn-factor, can you form a better idea of the

state of the farmers than as a farmer ?—I can.

2753. Are they, round your neighbourhood, very much distressed?—They
are ; I know many instances w^here they have applied to me for advice ; they are

sinking fast the little capital they have, and must inevitably come to the work-

house in two or three years, unless they get some relief.

2754. Does
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2754. Does tliat apply to any great number ?— It is not a solitary instance ; in Mr.

several instances I have been applied to. /'• /'• Dowling.

275.5. Are they holding out in expectation that something will be done for

them?—They cannot leave the little property they have in the land without sus- ' March 1836

taining a great loss ; they have been holding on with the expectation of reco-
vering themselves.

2756. Have you found, in your situation of a corn-factor, that they can pay
their debts ?—No ; I am sorry to say I have been a great loser by them.

2757- Were the people you speak of, who have stated to you they must give
up their farms, respectable men ?—They were, and highly industrious and
honourable characters.

2758. Is their distress owing to the depression of prices?—Yes.

2759. To what do you attribute that depression?—^I think there are several

causes to which it may be attributed ; as far as my own knowledge goes, I should
say from improvements in agriculture in Ireland. I speak from my own expe-
rience as to the great importations we of late years have received from them as

compared with former years.

2760. Is there more Irish corn imported into this country than there was for-

merly ?—Considerably. When first I went to live where I now do, and I have
been there 22 years, for the first 10 years I was in the habit of shipping oats

from Kent to London; but for the last 10 or 12 years it has been quite the
reverse ; I am continually in the habit of shipping the other vray, for the farmers
seldom grow sufficient for themselves.

2761. What has prevented the farmers growing sufficient for themselves?

—

I should say the great increased growing of wheat, oats having been at so low
a price.

2762. Has the importation of oats from Ireland prevented your sending oats

to London ?—Yes ; the Kentish farmers have been the users of them, instead of
growing them themselves.

2763. Are you acquainted with Ireland?—No. I have very recently had
some conversation wdtb a gentleman who has been looking at a farm, with a
view to taking it, in Ireland. I have been inquiring the expense, and I find we
have no chance of competing with them, under the mass of burthens we have,

and which they have not.

2764. What are those burthens?—This gentleman tells me he can get a good
labourer at 8d. a day; I am paying 2s. to 2s. 6d.; they have no poor-rates;

and as to tithe I wdll say nothing, your Lordships being better able to judge of
that than myself ; the church-rates and many other contingencies we have ; and
our poor cannot live as they do ; I venture to say three Irishmen would live

where one Englishman would live.

2765. To what other cause do you attribute that depression of prices?—The
currency question I should be verj' sorry to go into, but the farmers say that

when the I /. notes were in vogue they were much better off.

2766. Have you remarked the fluctuation of prices in particular years?—Yes,
but my memory will not serve me ; the year 1822 I perfectly recollect; that was
the worst season I ever saw for the farmer and the trader also; from 1821 to

1822.

2767. Did the prices fall greatly in those two years?—Most materially from
1821 to 1822.

2768. Wlien did they rise again ?—I think they turned before the year 1822
was out, and they rose again in 1823 and 1824.

2769. They got up to a better price ?—Yes ; they got up to a prosperity

price.

2770. Have you observed that the prices of agricultural produce have risen or

fallen in proportion to the largeness of the circulating medium ?—^Yes, that is my
observation.

2771. Have you made any observation on the bonding system wliich prevails

in this country ?—Yes, I have.

2772. What do you think is the effect of the bondmg system on the price of
produce ?—I think the present Corn Laws are very injurious to the farmer ; and
that the bonding of foreign corn is the cause of that injury. If the corn was paid
for at a protecting duty when it is imported, that would be a great protection,

464. T 2 and
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Mr. and would benefit the Government, which now are great losers thereby, as also

R. H. Douling t^g farmers.
~

JyyS- Has the bonding svstem the effect of diverting speculation to foreign

7 March 1836. ^^^^ instead of English corn?—Decidedly.

2774. But for that would English corn be treasured up in our own warehouses,

and the produce kept over .'—There is half a million of foreign corn in bond, and

I would so and buy English corn but for this corn hanging over our heads, and

so would others.

277 5- Would those warehouses be filled with the surplus of good seasons, if it

were not for this foreign corn ?—They would not be filled, but there would be a

great portion in them.

2776. You are of opinion that the warehousing of foreign corn in this country

is attended with injury to the farmer and to the merchant in English corn ?

—Yes.

2777. Have you considered what would be the effect of a partial or total

repeal of the malt-duty ; whether it would tend to reheve the farmer ?—I think

a partial remission of the duty would be useless to him ; that if we do not get a

total repeal it may as well remain, as they would not thank you for it.

2778. What would be the effect of a total repeal?—The farmer has in all

seasons a quantity of barley he cannot sell to the maltster, but he could make
very good beer of it for his family and people round him, if it was not for the

excise.

2 77q. Would there be much more consumed ?—Certainly there would.

2780. That would relieve the wheat land ?— Decidedly so.

2781. Suppose there were more flax and hemp grown in this country, what

would be the effect of that on the farmer ?—I do not understand those articles.

2782. Is there any other information you have to give?—Seven years ago

I took a farm, which Lord Bexley has since purchased, at wiiat I then considered

a very low rental. I have kept a balance-sheet ; it is about a mile from my own
house ; I balance every Michaelmas ; this is a copy of it, and not made up for

the pmpose of producing here. I took the farm at H. Is. an acre, 210 acres
;

I thought it a ^^eIy low rent.

2783. Is it tithe-free?—No. Tliat farm had at a former period been let at

nearly double the rent ; I took it, therefore, because I thought it a very low

rental.

2784. You took it in 1828?—Yes; I commenced it from Michaelmas 1828.

I also added 26 acres of marsh land to it, which I came into at a very low rental

of 701. a year, the previous tenant paying 170/. I' attached that to this Hurst

Farm, as it is called. It took 2,000/. to enter and to stock it. My expenditure

for the seven years ending Michaelmas 1835 was 16,862/. ; my returns for the

same seven years, including valuation of live and dead stock, to Michaelmas

1835, were 16,731/. 6s.

2785. Was that upon this farm only?—Including the 26 acres of marsh land.

I keep no account of my own farm on which I reside.

2786. Your outgoings include rent?—Yes, there is a balance of 130/. 14s.

2787. Have you any objection to deliver that in?—No. The 130/. would

leave me about a balance as when I commenced, leaving me no interest for my
capital, nor 1 s. profit for the seven years' farming, although I think I must have

the credit of supposing that I have great advantage in selhng my produce better,

as also in seeding the land at a cheaper rate than most persons could do, and

did not stand still for capital. I could make a better return of produce than a

common farmer could, from the advantages I possess, being in trade.

2788. You have paid attention to this farm?— I have ; I have farmed it well.

The ploughing-match was on that farm this season, which proves it is in a good

state of husbandry.

2789. Notwithstanding that, the result is as you have stated ?—Yes; I have

not had 1 s. interest or reward for my undertaking.

2790. How many years is that?—Seven years previous to Michaelmas last.

{The following paper is delivered in and read-]

In
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In occupation of R. H. Dowling, at Bexley, Kent. Mf-
R. H. Douimg.

236 acres.—Rent 290 /.—Rent previous to 1822 was 610 /. _.

£. s. d. 7 March 1836.

Seven years' expenditure, endinsr Michaelmas 1835 - - 16,862 — -

By returns and valuation to Michaelmas 1835 - - - 16,731 -

Remains as value in land - - - - - - 130 14 -

A capital of 2,000/. employed, which neither bears interest nor 1 s. profit for the last seven
years.

2791. You say your expenses were 16,8G2/., and you had from 2,000/. to

3,000 /. capital employed ; in what state is that capital now ?—It comes into my
returns of 16,731/. 65.

2792. But there is no profit upon it?—No, nor 1 s. of interest, though it is

farmed as high as any farm in the county of Kent.

2793. Wliat is the rent of the marsh land?—Seventy pounds.

2794. It is 220 /. for the farm, and 70 /. for the marsh land ?—Yes ; which
marsh was previously let for 1 70 I.

2795. Are your tithes high ?—The great tithes are taken in kind, which is very

much against us.

2796. You state the returns to have amounted to 16,731 /. 6s. in seven years?

—The returns and valuation at Michaelmas last.

2797. Do you know what the valuation at Michaelmas last was?—No.
2798. The return appears a very large one for so small a farm?—I am very

fond of stock ; I am a great stock-farmer.

2799. Do you suppose the valuation to have been 3,000 /. ?—Oh no ; 2,000/.

I should say.

2800. Supposing it to be 2,000/., leaving 14,731 L, that would make upwards
of 2,000 /. a year return upon your farm ?—Yes.

2801. Is not that a very large return upon a rent of 290/.?—Yes, a very

large return ; but I am very fond of stock-farming, and perhaps rather over-

stock.

2802. If it is stocked, and it makes a return, does not that increase the expense

of cultivating a farm ?^-No ; it very much increases the return.

2803. Two thousand pounds a year would make something like seven or

eight rents ?—Yes ; it is no criterion of the mode in which others farm. I

perhaps fatten 100 bullocks in the year on that farm, and in the marsh I fattened

70 bullocks last year ; another would not perhaps fatten half the number.

2804. Your land is improved?—Yes.

2805. Is that the case with the land about you generally ?—No, decidedly not.

I think when the farmer is needy, his land is going behind hand ; if a farm is in

a good state of cultivation, I should say the farmer is not a needy man.

2806. You think the bonding system is injurious to the farmer, because you

say that bonded corn hangs over his head in the warehouses, and prevents people

speculating in English corn ? —Yes ; and bonded corn is particularly injurious to

the farmer, because it usually comes out about harvest. Our prices generally

get up higher during the harvest, or the months just after the hars'^est. When
the ports open for a short period, they depress the market from that till Christ-

mas, when the needy farmer must be getting his corn out, and he is the great

sufferer.

2807. The article the farmer suffers from the low price of at present is the

article of wheat ?—Yes, particularly ; but I think all prices of corn are low.

2808. You do not think barley is at a low price, do you ?—Yes, I do.

2809. At what is it selling now?— At 29 s. or thereabouts, the average.

2810. Do you not get a better price for barley of the best quaUty ?—Yes ; but

there is more inferior than of best barley.

2811. Do you grow inferior barley in your neighbourhood?— I do not grow

either barley or oats ; when I can buy Irish oats at 15 s. and 16 s. a quarter, as

I have done, I should never think of growing any.

281 2. You do not grow any barley ?—No ; but where there is one sample good

for the maltster, there are two of a secondary quality.

2813. Is that owing to the dryness of the season ?—Yes, it is.

2814. Do you consider your other prices bad; the prices for stock and for

wool?—No ; for stock, decidedly not. The prices of stock are good, but that is

4C4.
"

T 3 owing
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Mr, owing to having no turnips ; the price of meat is dearer this day in Smithfield

;

R. H. Douliiig. but the want of turnips is against the farmer.

281 5. You consider the prices of stock as good for the farmer?—The stock of

7 March 1836. fat meat.

2816. Is the lean stock low?—It has been low this last season.

2817. That is better for yoii, is not it ?— If we had any thing to fatten them on.

2818. You do not sutler by the low price of lean meat?—No; it would be a

benetit if we had turnips to fatten them on.

2819. Have vou any fat stock to sell?—Yes; but my neighbours have not.

There is not any one in my immediate neighbourhood who fats so many as I do.

2820. Speaking of your own individual case, the state and price of stock, lean

stock being rather low, and fat stock being at good prices, is rather a favourable

state of things for you ?—I must put something against that. I have been com-

pelled to fatten them on artiticial food, on oil-cake and corn ; that ratlier turns

the balance against me.

2821 . Have you a flock of sheep ?—Yes, a very large flock.

2822. Your wool is selling very well?—Yes, at very fair prices.

2S23. Taking the average of the other things you sell, your wool, your stock

and your barley altogether, should not yov^ say, as a farmer, you have nothing

materially to complain of but the price of your wiieat ?—I think that wheat is

the main cause, but I think that barley is not fetching a remunerating price.

2824. You would rather see that a little higher ?—Certainly ; but the price

would be better if we could malt ourselves, for there is a great proportion we
grow which we cannot sell to the maltster.

2825. If you could malt it yourselves, you would use it more in fattening

stock ?—I have not turned my attention to that particularly ; but we should find

our workmen in beer, which we do very sparingly now.

2826. That would materially improve the condition of the agricultural

labourers ?—Very materially ; but I conceive that taking a portion of that duty

off" would give us but a very trifling relief.

2827. You would like to have the manufacturing of the article ?—Yes.

2828. You state your returns to come to pretty nearly the amount of your

outgoings. In the early part of the seven years you have spoken of the state of

your account as better, and it is in the last two years it has become so bad ?

—

It was better two yeai-s ago, but not remunerating then.

2829. It has been getting worse the last two years?—A little worse each

year.

2830. You say that foreign corn comes into the market in the manner you

have spoken. At about what price of wheat do you suppose foreign wheat to

interfere with you?—It comes in, I think, at about 4s.; that is the average

amount of duty usually paid on foreign wheat.

2S31. When the prices get up, at about what do you find the foreigner coming

and interfering with you ; is it when you get to 60s., or 65*., or 70*., or what

rate ?—Perhaps I can hardly answer that question ; I should think we must be

at 65*. to 70*.

2832. The price has been down under 40*., has it not ?—^It has.

2833. Must it not get up to 65*. or 66*. before the foreign corn can enter the

market in quantities to interfere with you?—That must depend on circum-

stances ; it must depend on the prospect of the ensuing han-est ; if that is

expected to be good they will pay the duty upon it, and take it out at a high rate

of duty. They do not usually pay the heavy duty under those Corn Laws ; I

have taken a great deal out myself at 1*. duty.

2834. There must be for a time a great price?—Yes ; and when they fancy

that the next harvest is a bad prospect, they would wait and pay a low duty-

2835. Are you aware it was the intention of the Legislature, when the price

became ver\' liigh, to let in corn at 1*. 6d., that the countiy might be relieved

from too high a price of bread ?—I am aware of that.

2836. Should you say, if the law is so poised as that no considerable import-

ation can take place till it comes to 65*. or 66s., that the Enghsh farmer,

having the command of his home market up to that rate, has not a fair protec-

tion by those laws ?—He has no protection by them, because the ports usually

open about July and August ;
generally the highest prices range at about that

period, at the time of our hai-vest ; then we are glutted with corn, perhaps at a

low duty, for they seldom i)ay the high duty on much, if they have a prospect of

bad
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bad harvests ; corn gets down to a very low price ; then the needy farmer must Mr.

bring all his corn between tliat time and Christmas ; he therefore reaps no benefit ^- ''• Tiowling.

from the Corn Law, but a serious injury, for he is selling while that foreign corn ^.

is having its full effect. 7 March 1836.

2837. If it comes into the market at a time when the English grower is

obliged to bring his corn into the market, must not the state of the market,
notwithstanding the English grower is forced into it in the manner you mention,
be such as to afford a remunerating price, if, under those circumstances, his

stock fetches a price which shall let in the foreign grower ?—It is high only
for a few weeks, and during that time we have this 500,000 quarters all poured
in upon us, and we have, in addition to that, consignments from all quarters.

2838. Are you aware that the Bill is so calculated that it is not the high price

of a very short time which will let it in ?—Yes ; the average of six weeks.

2839. Therefore there must be an average of six weeks of this price before it

can come in ?—That six weeks happens at a time when the needy farmer has not

a grain of corn to bring in ; the moment it gets up to this price this quantity ol'

wheat is poured upon him, and he is obliged to sell it to great disadvantage, to

pay his rent and bills, and so on, and he must inevitably be ruined.

2840. He is coming into market simultaneously with the foreign corn ?—Yes,
immediately the foreign corn has been poured in ; from harvest time till the

following Christmas is the time he has a glut of foreign corn to encounter, con-
sequently the prices are very much depreciated.

2841. The foreigner has not brought in his corn for the last two or three

years at all ?—The ports have not been open for the last three years.

2842. If it should appear that for six or seven years before those three years

the prices had been on an average above 60s., and since they have been so very

low the foreigner has not imported at all, could you, under those circumstances,

impute the present depressed state of the market to any interference of

foreigners?— I should not at this moment, with the exception, that a speculating

man will say, as I would myself say, let us see the quantity of corn we have in

bond before I speculate in the English corn ; he sees 500,000 quarters in bond,
that of course is a great bar to his specvdating in English corn.

2843. The Committee are to understand you do not think the manner in

which the Corn Laws generally exist in this country exposes the British grower
to danger

;
you do not impute to the state of those laws the very low price which

for the last two years has existed ?—No, I do not ; I impute it to the great glut

of oats from Ireland which has been poured in upon us.

2844. You state that you have remarked that corn has generally got up a few

weeks previous to the harvest, and that owing to foreign corn being enabled to

come into the market, the small farmers have no means of making a good price

in consequence of that competition ?—Yes ; I am a practical man ; I have been
in it all my life, and have invariably experienced it.

2845. Wlien you speak of the high price of corn just on the eve of a harvest,

and consider the short period during which the average is taken, do you think

that can be considered a high price 'i—No ; it is a high price, considering the

state of averages.

2846.. Should you think that the English farmer would consider ttat a price

at which he could get remunerated ?—No ; we should not be very prosperous at

those prices.

2847. 1^0 you live in your farm-house ?—No, I let it ; that is an advantage I

have not before stated to you.

2848. Do you include the rent of the farm-hou.se in the account you have given

in ?—Yes, I do ; I let that to an advantage.

2849. -^t how much a yeardo you let the hou.se ?—The average is 26/. a year.

2850. You say there is no advantage to the fattening farmer, the farmer who
fattens the sheep, in consequence of the artificial food ; how is the breeding

farmer off, has it been a very good year for him t— It is a seriously bad year for

breeding lambs.

2851. He has sold his lean stock very low?—Yes, it has been sold very low
in the autumn; I never knew it so low since 1822.

2852. Do you speak of sheep ?—Of sheep and beasts.

2853. You say it is necessary to have the whole of the malt-tax off; unless

you got off the whole, you do not take the farmer out of the jurisdiction of the

Excise ?—Yes.

464. T 4 2854. At
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Mr. 2854. At what rate of duty does the foreign corn-grower generally introduce

R. H. Dovling. his corn into home consumption here?— I have stated about 4*.

^2855. He watches his opportunity, and gets it in at 4s.—Yes.

7 March 1836. 2856. Which opportunity has not been presented these two years, but it is

generally presented about the time of harvest?—Yes; I have paid enlarge
quantities less than that.

2857. Then comes in a great glut, which depresses the market for a considerable

time ?—Yes.

2858. Are you aware what must be the price of English corn when the foreign

corn comes in at 4s. duty?— It appears that it must get up to 70s. to pay lOs. 8d.,

at from 73a-. to 74s. it comes in at Is. duty.

2850. Do you not think that, taking the large population of this metropolis for

instance, it is a great blessing for them if the price of wheat passes 70*. to find a

supply somewhere ?—Yes.

28G0. Do not you think that the farmer himself would be in danger of his

whole protection being taken away, if it were not that the law does provide that

remedy in the case of very high prices ; do you think that the farmer would be

able to maintain any protection of corn laws if it were not guarded so as to

give the large population of the country a supply when the prices passed from

70*. to 80*. ?—My opinion is, that if we had a stipulated corn-duty payable when
corn is imported, and not housed, then the farmer would be more satisfied, the com-

munity better off, and the Government meet a liberal reward, for they would get

this excellent duty on the whole amount, whereas a great deal comes in now at a

very low duty.

2861. Your objection is, not to its coming in when corn is high, but to its being

warehoused in the country when prices are low?—Yes.

2862. Your mill is near the Thames?—Three miles from the Thames.

2863. Do you grind for the London market ?—Yes.

2864. Do you communicate by the river?—Partially so ; more by land.

28(3.5. ^^ou have ground foreign corn ?—Yes.

2866. Have you got that from the docks?—Yes, or from on board ship.

2867. Supposing you were to prevent the importer from warehousing in those

docks, and you were to oblige him to warehouse on the opposite coast, at Flushing

or Rotterdam, could not he equally pour it into our market in a manner calculated

to produce that effect, almost with the same facility he could from the docks ?

—

We have no objection to his pouring it in, paying the duty ,• a great proportion

would be paid duty on and then warehoused.

2868. He imports it at present, bonds it in the warehouse, and takes it out

when he wants it for home consumption ; if he were, instead of that, to bond it on

the other side of the water, where he can do it without duty, and pour it into

the market and pay duty upon it when he chooses to import it, is not that

quite the same as if he brought it in, paying the duty at another time ?—Yes,

quite the same ; but I think a large quantity would be duty paid, housed here.

2869. Would the English merchant speculate upon it when it was lying on

the other side the water?—I should say not; I think he would speculate in our

own.

2870. What difference is there between the price of our own corn and the

others?—There is not above 12*. a quarter now.

2871. Do you suppose that there is so little communication between the king-

doms of England and Holland, and so little communication with the merchants

of the two countries, that the English corn-dealer would not feel it as con-

venient to speculate by deposits on the other side as in the river Thames ?

—No ; very few of us would like to advance our money on that which was

abroad.

2872. You like to see the warehouse where it is?—We like to know that it

is near us, within reach.

2873. You think that would more than counterbalance the difference of paying

the duty on importation and taking out of bond ?—Yes.

2874. What do you contemplate as the duty which ought to be paid, if it is a

fixed duty?— I think any farmer would not be safe at less than 20*., letting the

ports be open at all times.

2875. What do you contemplate would be the annual profit to the country?

—

That would depend upon the harvests ; I think it is probable there would be

1,000,000 quarters per annum on the average.

287(1. \'ours
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2876. Yours is not a grist mill, but you grind for the market generally ?—I do.

2877. Do you suppose a labourer gets his bread cheaper in proportion to the

price of wheat since the reduction of prices?—They do; but more so in London
than in the country.

2878. The prices of flour have yielded more in London than in the country ?

—

Yes, from the great competition between the millers and the bakers.

2879. The labourer in the country has not the full benefit of the great fall of

price?—No.

2880. The small millers' profits have been good ?—Yes, in a retail trade.

2881. You do not mean to say that the wages have fallen to a greater extent

than the price the labourer pays for his flour?—No, I do not think the wages have

fallen to a proportionate extent.

2882. Then, as far as flour is concerned, he is better off?—I think the labourer

who is in constant employ is better off' than he ever was ; it is the tenant who is

the sufferer ; the agriculturist.

2883. You have stated the opinion in your neighbourhood that the distress

must in some measure be owing to the state of the currency ; can you state any

facts or any calculations you have made which bring you to that conclusion ?

—

I have said before I would rather not enter into that, because my memory would

not perhaps serve me ; I only say, that when the one-pound notes were in vogue

the farmers had more money, and were better off ; we had a country bank at

Dartford.

2884. When you speak of the altered state of the currency, you refer merely to

the circulation at that time of the country one-pound notes, which do not now
circulate ?—I do.

2885. You have no other notion of any injury done to the farmer by the state

of the currency ?—No ; I am not sufliciently acquainted with the subject to speak

to that.

2886. How lately were the one-pound notes in circulation?—I do not recollect.

2887. How do you reconcile the fact of the state of the currency being the

cause of the great depression in one article when it does not act in the same

manner on other articles ; why should the state of the currency be the cause

of great depression in the price of wheat when it does not affect the price of

wool or the price of stock, and not very much the price of barley ?— I have said

that barley is too low, and that when the pound notes were in vogue the farmers

could get better accommodation from the bankers, and were better off. There has

been a great breadth of wheat sown in our neighbourhood, because of the quan-

tity of oats from Ireland.

2888. In that case the cause of depression in your neighbourhood was the greater

production in one year than another of some of those articles?—There has been a

greater breadth of wheat sown.

2889. In the last five or six years prior to the depression there were no one-

pound notes in circulation in your neighbourhood?—No; but we had good harvests.

2890. Would you not rather look to the difference of harvests than to any

alteration in the state of money ?—That the season had an effect on prices there

is no doubt ; a bad harvest would affect the prices.

2891. Canyon carry your observation back to 1826, when there was an increase

in the circulating medium of the country ?—After 1822 we increased progressively,

as far as my memory takes me, up to 1825.

2892. It is very much the impression of persons in your neighbourhood, that

the alteration of the state of the currency has something to do with the depression

of agricultural produce ?—Yes.

2893. You always observe that the price of agricultural produce has risen and

fallen with the demand, and that demand must be regulated by the means of

satisfying it?—Yes , a man cannot buy without money.

2894. There may be countervailing causes which may prevent the contraction

of the currency from bringing it down ?—Yes, if there was a bad harvest.

2895. There is sometimes money for an article, though not in one-pound notes?

—Yes.
2896. Do you find the woolstaplers extremely eager to buy your wool of you,

though they have no one-pound notes?—There is a great demand.

2897. That is on account of the prosperity of trade ?

—

\ es.

2898. You say that the tithes are taken in kind; they are not taken by the

clergyman?—No, we have a lay impropriator ; I could always manage with the

clergyman for the small tithes satisfactorily.

464. u . 2899. Do

Mr.
R. H. Bowling.

7 March 1836.
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Mr.
R. H. Dou'Iing.

7 March 1836.

H. W. WUson,
Esq.

Report of Comtnis-
sioneri, County
Kate, 1835.

2899. Do you say this season has been a good one witli you in breeding-

cattle ?—No ; the question was put to me, whether it was beneficial to me ; I say,

no ; not so beneficial as it would have been to me if I had had turnips,

2900. It has not been beneficial, in consequence of the shortness of the green

crops ?—No.
2901. Do not you think it would have been very advantageous to you if you

could have fattened with malt without the duty ?—Yes ; malt half made, I think,

would have been very beneficial.

2902. What is the effect of the beer-shops in your neighbourhood ?—I should

say there is no good in them, decidedly.

2903. Have they tended to demoralize the labourers ?—Decidedly so.

2904. And the small public-houses as much as the beer-shops?—Yes.

2905. You think that the relieving you from the malt-tax would benefit

the farmer, but that would occasion a larger quantity of barley being sown
;

in what way do you conceive there would be a larger quantity consumed ?

—

We should find our men in beer, which we cannot now do ; I can speak to facts ;

a few miles below me, the farming man seldom gets beer—the honest industrious

man—from the harvest-time till till the next hay-time again.

2906. Would not that increase in consumption be to a very limited extent,

unless the price of barley was so low as to prevent the remunerating price you
suppose to the farmer?—No, for we always have a quantity that we can sell ; but

we siiould increase the growth of barley.

2907. Are you aware that if you were to I'aise barley above 35s., according to

the present corn laws, you would have all the barley from the Continent poured

in upon you ?—Yes ; but I should say an alteration of the corn laws is a great

desideratum.

2908. If there was more grown, it could be afforded at a lower price than 355. r

—Yes ; we should be happy to grow it at 35s. The average at 34*. and under

35 5. they must pay IO5. lOd. duty; thenO*. 4</. ; every shilling varies Is. 6^?. ;but

the top price of barley must be a good price to make the average 36*., it would be
4O5. to bring us down to 9*. 4d. duty.

2909. Is not 4*. a bushel a fair price for barley ?—Yes, such barley as we should

malt for our own use.

2910. Would 32*. a quarter be a fair average price?—No ; I think 35*.

2911. Can you state from any account what has been the largest amount of

barley that ever has come in?— I have no account with me.

[The Witness is directed to xvithdraw.

Henry William JVilson, Esq., is called in ; and further Examined, as follows :

2912. THE Committee understand you wish to put in this account?

—

\_A paper

being shown to the Witness. '\
— \ do.

2913. Did you make it yourself ?—Yes.

\The same is delivered in, and read, and is as follows .•]

Total money levied for poor and county rate throughout England

and Wales ---------- 8,606,501/. 9 s.

Land and dwelling-house contributed 8,070,147 I. 18 s.

Leicestershire is a manufacturing as well as an agricultural county. The number of

manufacturing labourers exceeds that of agricultural, and the former have been more gene-

rally the objects of parochial relief than the latter.

By the Abstract of Returns laid before the House of Commons, however, the propor-

tionate sums levied by assessment on different descriptions of property in the year ending

5th March 1833, are. as under:—

Land.
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This increase is proved by population returns, and by returns of British manufactured
woollens exported.

This increase is to be accounted for in Leicestershire by the great decrease in the price of
coal, which since the opening of the railway between the Leicestershire collieries and the
town of Leicester has been lowered fiom 17s. or 18s. to 8s. or los. Hence the vast
increase of steam power applied to the Leicestershire manufactories, and conscfjuently their
numbers have increased.

//. W. Wilson,

Esq.

7 March 163G.

Land.
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H. W. fVilton, Esq.

7 March 1836.

Page 414.

Re. & p. 20 to 33,
part 3.

If the frames could be taxed while trade was prosperous and active, in order that a

fund mii^ht be provided for the support of the weaver in a different condition of things,

there could be no question as 10 the justice and expediency of such a tax ; but the con-

tribution from them would unfortunately be most necessary during a depression, when many
of them perhaps would be unemployed, and the wages to be earned at them reduced to the

lowest point.

Parish ofAnsty:—Population, 850; manufacturing labourers, 148; agricultural ditto, 27;

containing- 1,400 acres, of which 700 are extra-parochial; 700 acres assessed at 508/.; 170

houses assessed at 54 ;. 17 s. 6rf. ; total assessment, 562 ?. 17 s. 6d.

£. 5. d.

Amount collected in 1826 - 1,013 3 6 equal to 180 per cent, or 36s. in the pound.

Ditto - 1829 - 1,125 15 - „ 200 per cent, or 40 J. ditto.

Ditto - 1830 - 900 12 - „ 160 per cent, or 325. ditto.

Ditto - 1831 - 675 - - „ 120 per cent, or 24 s. ditto.

Statement showing the whole Number of Machines engaged in the Hosiery and Glove

Trade in Leicester and Leicestershire; also the Number of Persons employed, and

their average clear Earnings, if in full work, as from July 1832 to 1833.

Number of Machines ----- 14,000

Number of Persons directly and indi-

rectly employed - - - -

Above 18 Years
of Age.

Under 18 Years
of Age.

i5>076 12,924 28,000
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admit the produce of foreign nations, such as tallow, hides, &c., as they are H. JV. Wilson, Esi^.

admitted at such low duties as completely to annihilate the profits of the .

home grower, might receive the attention of your Lordships, in order to their 7 March 1836.

'^^'^'^"-
[T/ie Witness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till to-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Mortis, 8' Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Mr. Johyi Thomas Carter is caljed in; and Examined, as follows:

2915. WHERE do you reside?—At Hunstanton, in Norfolk.

2916. You are a farmer ?—I occupy a farm of about 6OO acres.

2917. Are you steward to any gentleman?— I am agent to Henry Le Strange

Styleman, esq.

2918. What quantity of land do you manage for him?—His estate consists of

about 10,000 acres.

2919. That is under your care ?— It is under my care; but we have about 1,000
acres of it now in occupation, for want of tenants.

2920. Who occupies that?— That is entirely under my management for

Mr. Styleman ; the rest is let out to tenants.

2921. Do you superintend Mr. Styleman's property?— I do. I have been

resident there about 25 years; eight years under the late Mr. Styleman, and 17

under the present.

2922. What is the present state of the tenants in that country?—Their present

state is ruinous.

2923. Do you mean to say that is generally the case ?—Yes; in my district of

Norfolk.

2924. On this property under your care ?—Y'es.

2925. Have the rents of that land been reduced?—They have been reduced

the last year.

2926. Had they never been reduced before?—Very trifling.

2927. Were the rents low before ?—They were let at moderate rents, but a great

part of the estate was let on corn-rents, consequently they reduce themselves.

2928. You say they are in a ruinous state; can they pay even their reduced

rents?—My private opinion is, that they cannot; not off the farms.

2929. Have they paid them regularly up to this time ?—We have none in arrears

now. The reason we have been particularly urgent in pressing the payment of the

rents up to this period is, that the present gentleman is just of age, and his pro-

perty has been in the Court of Chancery, therefore, with a view to get all the

accounts settled, we have urged the tenants particularly to pay up all arrears to

Michaelmas last.

2930. Have you any means of knowing whether they have paid them out of

their profits or out of their capital ?—I believe they have reduced their capitals

very much.

2931. Have any of them been broken up ? —No.
2932. Have any in your neighbourhood been broken up?—No.

2933. Can you form any opinion of what is the occasion of this depression of

prices?— I really cannot; they are ruinously low at this period; the immense
supply at market appears to have an effect upon it.

2934. You have occupied a farm yourself of 700 acres, have you not?—

I

occupy one myself of 600 acres, and one of 700 for Mr. Styleman. He has now
indeed 1,000 acres in hand ; 300 of the 1,000 acres came into hand last Michael-

mas ; I had previously occupied the 700 acres three years.

2935. Had you made any profit by it?—Not the last five years; but I occu-

pied the same farm from Michaelmas 1822 to Michaelmas 1825, when I obtained

a profit ; and the accounts of those three years, which have been verified in the

Court of Chancery, are now in London.
2936. You made a profit from 1823 to 1825 .?— I did.

2Q37. Have you made any since ?—No ; but there has been a gradual increase

of debt.

2938. Has it been managed in as good a manner since 1830 as it was before?

— I have managed it precisely in the same manner.

464. u 3 2939. Though

Mr. J. T. Carter.

8 March 1836.
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Mr. J. T. Carter. ^939- Though it produced a profit before, it has occasioned a loss since ?—

A

regularly gradual annual loss.

8 iMaxch 1836. 2940. Have you the accounts here?—I have the current accounts.

2941. Can you deliver them in?—I can state the result from a general state-

ment I have made. From Michaelmas 1830 to Michaelmas 1831, I paid, on
taking this farm, 6,219/. 15 s. 8d.

2942. For what did you pay that?—For stock, implements, seed-corn, &c., for

carrying the farm round one year; I received within that year 1,487 I. 2 s. 3d.

;

leaving a debt to carry forward at the end of the first year of 4,732/. 13*. 5d.,

which was the amount of capital engaged in the farm.

2943. Have you made up the balance each year?—Yes; this estate having been
in Chancery, the annual receipts of the rents have been regularly paid into the

court every year ; the court would not allow us to take money out to carry on this

farm, but we were obliged to borrow the money from the bankers to carry it on.

From Michaelmas 1831 to Michaelmas 1832 I paid, interest included,

2,526/. 0*. Gd.; the receipts of that year were 2,190/. 85. 4d.

2944. Is rent charged in that?—No. It adds an increased debt, the second year,

of 335 /. 12*. 2 d. I paid from Michaelmas 1832 to Michaelmas 1833, interest

included, 2,872 /. 12 s. 3 d.

2945. Had you any additional land in that year?—No. I received in that year

2,720 /. 14 s. 5d. ; the debt was increased the third year 151 /. 17 5. 10 d. From
Michaelmas 1833 to Michaelmas 1834 I paid, interest included, 2,368/. Is. lid.;

I received 1,706/. 16*. 4d.; making an increased debt the fourth year, of
66\l. 5s. 7d. From Michaelmas 1834 to Michaelmas 1835 I paid, interest

included, 1,889/. 1*. 3(/.; I received 1,485/. 17*. 7c?., the debt was increased the

fifth year 403 /. 3 *. 8 d. That makes an increased debt since the occupation
of the farm from the first year, besides all the rents of the five years, of

1,551/. 19*. 3d.

2946. Do you mean to say that the rent is all swept away, and still there is that

loss ?—Yes.

2947. You have stated that your farm was managed as well as in those years

in which it produced a profit ?—Precisely in the same way ; but I would make
one observation, that may account for the rent accumulating during the three years*

from Michaelmas 1822 to Michaelmas 1825; I account for that, in some measure,

by having bought in my stock, implements, seed, corn, &c., at very reduced

prices ; and in 1825 they were sold out at high prices, which materially contri-

buted to the accumulation of the rent in those three years. In 1830 I bought in

at high prices, and have had to contend with bad crops and reduction in prices

since.

2948. There have been bad crops since ?—Very bad, indeed.

2949. But notwithstanding that the prices have been reduced ?—Yes.

2950. Have the prices been bad on barley as well as wheat?—On wheat
particularly.

2951. The prices of barley have been higher than wheat?—Yes, in com-
parison.

2952. But you attribute the difference in the prices to there being a better crop

of wheat than of barley
''—Yes.

2953. Can you give the average prices of your crops for 1823, 1824 and 1825 ?

—In 1823-24, at Lynn market, wheat 54s. a quarter ; in the year 1824-25 it

was 63*. 8d., and in '1825-26, it was 56*.

2954. Will you state the prices of barley in those years?—Barley in 1823-24,

31 *. 8^. ; in 1824-25, 36*. 6d. ; in 1825-26, 32*. lOd.

295,5. Will you explain what was the cause which led to the great difference

in the receipts and expenditure in 1833?—The expenses, I think, were increased

materially in 1833 by the advance in the price of stock, and the receipts in 1833
were enhanced by a good crop of corn, which was the only good crop of corn I

have had since 1830.

9956. What was the average price of wheat in 1833 ?—Fifty-one shillings.

2957. What was it in 1834 ? —Forty-three shillings and tenpence.

2958. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three and one thousand eight

hundred and thirty-five have been failing harvests?—Very much; so much
so, that in the year 1833 I had but three coombs and two bushels of wheat per acre.

2959. Have the poor-rates increased in your parish?—No, not materially; the

parishes where Mr. Styleman's estate lies being all together and principally con-

fined



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. {Broughtfrom the Lords.) 159

fined to four parishes, I have endeavoured to keep the poor employed, and the rates Mr. J. T. Carter.

in consequence have varied very little.

2960. Are the poor employed generally throughout the country?—No; there ^ March 1836.

are a great many out of employ in' some districts.

2961. Are they much distressed ?—They have been greatly distressed, and are

now, some of them.

2962. If those prices go on they will be more distressed, will they not?—Yes,

they will.

2963. Has there been much difference in the rate of wages ?—No ; we used to

give 10.y. bd. per week ; now we are giving 9 s.

2964. Should you have employed so many if you had not desired to prevent

the poor-rate increasing?—No.
29C5. Even supposing the times had been better, should you have employed so

many ?— I think I should.

2966. In that case it would have answered if prices had been higher?—Yes.

2967. Would they all be employed now if prices were higher?— Confining

myself to Mr. Styleman's property, I should say so.

2968. Would other farmers employ more labourers if they could afford to

employ them ?—Yes.

2969. What is the feeling of the poor ; are they contented ?— I am sorry to say

in our district they have been very much otherwise ; but I think they are becoming
more reconciled to the alteration of the poor law.

2970. What would be the effect of lowering wages upon them ?—They would

rebel against a reduction in wages ; in fact 1 believe at this very instant the

porters at Lynn are stopping for wages, because the merchants will not increase

the porterage.

2971. Can you keep up this rate of wages at the present prices?—No.

2972. Then you must lower?—Yes ; but the farmers are fearful of lowering.

2973. What are they afraid of?—They are afraid that the labourers will set fire

to their premises, or annoy them in going about.

2974. Still ultimately they must come to that, or raise the prices ?-—They must;

but till the union house is erected we can do nothing with the men.

2975. What effect have the beer-houses had in your neighbourhood ?—Very

prejudicial indeed ; and I would beg to be allowed to make an observation on the

good effect in our neighbourhood produced by the employment of some policemen

from London. At the first coming down of the Poor Law Commissioners we had

several turbulent meetings, and but for the union having consented to send up to

London, and get three policemen down, we should have had very great distur-

bances. Those policemen have been engaged for 12 months, and have done an

infinity of good, by rooting out the beer-houses, and improving, very materially,

the morals of the poor. I think the poor, since the policemen have been employed,

have been very much better in their general conduct.

2976. Do not you think that the repeal of the malt-tax would be a great benefit

to the farmers and agricultural labourers?—Yes, undoubtedly.

2977. Would there be much more barley brewed at home?— I have no doubt

of that.

2978. Would it become more the practice of the farmers to give it to their

labourers at home ?—Yes.

2979. Would not an increase of the growth of barley take place upon that ?

—

Materially.

2980. That would occupy some of the land now employed in wheat?—Yes.

29S1. Have you any practical acquaintance with the practice of feeding with

grown barley ?—No.

2982. Is 'there any feeding of cattle with wheat in your country ?—A great

quantity.

2983. Is the land as well farmed in your neighbourhood as it used to be ? —No ;

they are exhausting it, for want of capital to keep it up.

2984. Do they plough up land they ought not to do ?—No ; but they do

not manure it as they ought to do ; they do not clean it so well, nor manure it so

well.

2985. The land has become deteriorated in point of value ?—Yes.

2986. Have they got into the practice of scourging the land ?—Where they can

do it they will ; but I keep a strict eye over the tenants, and keep them to their

464. u 4 covenants

;
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Mr. J. T. Carter, covenants ; but I cannot compel the tenants to buy manure for their land whe n

really they have not the money.
8 Marcli 1836. 29S7. Do you find that the land wants manure in consequence of the want of

money to buy it ?— Certainly.

2988. Is not that a great injury to the country?— Undoubtedly it is.

[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Robert Hughes is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

Mr. R. Hughes. SqSq. WHERE do you live?—At Woodford, near Salisbury.~
2990. You are steward for gentlemen in that part of the country ?— I am, for

several in the county.

2991. A rental to what amount have you under your care?— I think somewhere
about 15,000/. a year.

2992. Are you steward to one nobleman or gentleman, or to different?—There
are three large proprietors ; and I am also agent for tithe property to a smaller
amount.

2993. On which side of Salisbury is the property?—The Amesbury property is

under my care ; but I have lived the greatest part of my life in North Wiltshire,

near Swindon.

2994. Vou have been connected with farming for many years ?—I have been
;

I was a practical farmer from a boy to the year 1829.

2995. What is the present state of agriculture, as compared with its state

some years ago ?—I think it was as bad in the year 1822 as it has been this

year ; but, with that exception, I never knew it any thing like so bad as this last

year.

2996. Are the farmers who occupy land under you distressed, or otherwise?

—

Where they are not men of capital they are very much distressed.

2997. Do you recollect the year 1815?—Perfectlj'.

2998. Was it as bad in that period ?—Corn was then at a very high price, con-

sequently the farmers did not complain; there were no complaints then.

29Q9. When did your complaints begin?—The complaints began, I think, to

be seriously made in the year 1822, and in the year 1823 and 1824 things rallied

very much ; 1824 was rather a good year, and the farmers were in higher spirits,

and that continued till the year 1826 ; then, in the year 1826, a certain thing took

place which I will not venture to allude to ; that depreciated the property

immediately.

3000. You mean the panic ?— I mean the alteration of the currency ; then the

panic came at the same time the one-pound notes were withdrawn.

3001. You refer to the one-pound countrj' bank notes?—\ es ; that had a very

serious effect.

3002. Did that reduce the prices very much?—Yes; it prevented country

bankers giving that accommodation to the farmers ^vhich they had been in the

habit of doing before.,

3003. Have the prices ever risen since that time ? —They went down m the

year 1827; and then we had three wet seasons, 1828, 1829 and 18.30, and in

consequence of those wet seasons, the crops not being so good and the harvests

bad, the prices rallied a little ; then in the year 1832 we had a very bountiful

crop, and have had excellent crops of wheat ever since, with fine harvests.

3004. Have your other crops, barley and oats, been equally good ?—Not equally

good ; they have been partially so.

3005. Has the diff"erence in the crops occasioned a difference in the price

between barley, oats and wheat ?—There is no doubt of that.

3006. From the observation you have had an opportunity of making, can the

farmers go on at this rate in your part of the country ?— I think they cannot, at the

present price of wheat; that they must be ultimately ruined ; some of them, I am
sorry to say, are already.

3007. Are there many in your neighbourhood already ruined ?— I do not think

there are a great many in my neighbourhood, for in Wiltshire the farmers are

men of more property than they are in any other county in England, particularly

the south farmers ; they are men of large farms, and many of them of considerable

property, iud I believe they have been paying part of their rents lately out of

capital, and not out of profits.

3008. They stand upon the strength of their purses ?7-Yes,

3009. But



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. {Broughtfrom the Lm-ds.) \(n

3009. But if things go on as they are going on now, must their fate be the ^r. R. Ihgfies.

same as that of tlie small farmers?— Yes; if wheat continues at the same rate it

has been for the last twelvemonth, I think they must be ruined altogether. 8 March 1836.

3010. To what do you attribute this depression of prices?—To various causes.

3011. Have the goodness to state them?— I think, in the first place, the

immense importations lowered the price in the commencement.
3012. Of what time do you speak?

—

live or six years since, or four or five
;

there were immense quantities of foreign corn brought into the market, which de-

preciated the value of wheat in this country very materially ; since that there have
been a great many causes which have operated very powerfully ; one is the very

great supplies we have had from Ireland ; those have had a very serious effect

upon our markets ; the next is the four extraordinary good crops of wheat and
extraordinary good seasons.

3013. Have the importations from Ireland afliected other things besides corn;

have they affected cattle, pigs and so on ?—Quite as much.
3014. Are you acquainted with Ireland at all?— I am not.

3015. You do not know what amount in quarters of wheat has been im-

ported from Ireland of late years r—No ; but I know that Bristol, which has

great influence in the Wiltshire markets, has been very considerably supplied till the

last month from Ireland ; the supplies have fallen off the last month, and the

market has rallied in consequence ; I understand there is scarcely a sack of Irish

wheat in the Bristol market now; the Bristol dealers are obliged to come to Devizes
and Warminster markets for English wheat.

3016. Since that has been thecase, the prices have risen?— Yes, they have risen

considerably. There is one circumstance which I know has had a very consider-

able effect ; I know it from experience ; the allotment system is very much
encouraged, and which, I think, has had a very excellent effect for the poor,

but it is astonishing how that has reduced the consumption of wheat beyond
any thing which can be conceived.

3017. Is there any other cause ?—Those are the principal causes, and the last

certainly not the least.

3018. In what state are the poor; are they suffering with the farmers?— The
poor have been suffering very much, but I am very glad to say that under the

new system they are recovering very much indeed ; the expenditure is lowered,

and their comforts are increased. I have taken a very active part in it, and can speak
from practical knowledge.

3019. Have they been turbulent in your county?—Not in South Wiltshire at

all ; they have in North Wiltshire.

3020. They are not so now?— No; their great objection was to receive the allow-

ance in kind, namely, bread ; they wanted money to take to the beer-houses.

3021. What are your wages now?—The amount of wages varies from 7*. to

9*. and lOs. a week.

3022. Can you keep up those wages ?—They are increasing since the new Poor
Law system has been introduced ; the labourers are now better employed and paid
more liberally ; the wages, I am glad to say, are still increasing.

3023. Can the farmers afford to pay those wages unless the prices of produce
are increased ?—I am afraid they cannot,

3024. What will be the effect of a great reduction of wages?—Of course the

poor-rates must be increased.

3025. What would be the effect of that on the tranquillity of the poor ?— I think

it would injure their morals aad make them riotous, and their comforts would be
diminished.

3026. Would they submit to it?—Not quietly; they are now, I am very glad
to say, in a very peaceable, quiet state.

3027. Have you had any rick-burnings there ?— Not in South Wiltshire, but in

North Wiltshire there have been three or four not more than a month ago, and it

was all in consequence, 1 believe, of the bread allowance instead of money.
3028. What is the extent of the union of parishes to which you belong ?— It

embraces 23 parishes.

3029. What is the population?—Between 7,000 and 8,000.

3030. Your land about Amesbury is good, is it not ?—Very kind soil.

3031. At what does it let per acre ?— There is a variety of soil, and considerable
proportion of down and water meadows; the arable land and water meadows and
all together average about 1 /. an acre, tithe-free, and poor rates moderate.

464- X 3032. What
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Mr. R. Hvghes. 3032. What do you reckon the fair produce of wheat per acre of that land ?—

I

should say about three quarters.

8 March 1836. 3033. How much of barley ?—They grow, on an average, about four quarters

and a half.

3034. How much of oats ?—There are not very many sown, but five quarters

at least. The land of all the cottage tenants lets, in one parish, at 1 /. an acre, and
in another parish 2 /. per acre ; they have some of the best land in the parish.

3035. You state that the allotments have produced a less demand for wheat

among the labourers ; how is that occasioned ?—They live now upon the produce

of their little gardens.

3036. You think it has tended very much to their comfort ?—Very much ; but

then certainly it has reduced the consumption of wheat to a considerable extent.

3037. They have more comfort in having more pig-meat, and so on?—Yes.

When first I had the management of that estate, there were about 130 cottagers,

and there were but very few pigs among them ; now there are hardly any without

pigs.

3038. What are the poor-rates?— I think, at rack-rent, this year they will not

be more than 2 s.

3039. What difference is there in the rate of wages from what it used to be?

—

They are very much the same as they have been the last two or three years.

3040. Taking the present time as compared with 15 years back, what is the

difference in the prices of labour ?—They are about 2 s. to 3 s. less when they are

employed ; they are better paid now than they have ever been in my recollection,

according to the price of provisions.

3041 . You consider the allotment system a very good one ?—Yes, where they

are allowed good land at a fair price.

3042. Can you recollect the state of things before 1793 ?—I cannot.

3043. Do the labourers bake at home, or do they send to the baker?—We allow

them ovens as much as possible. The great advantage that the poor have in this

new system is, that they are not now at the mercy of the bakers and little shop-

keepers, as they used to be ; they used to pay, to my knowledge, 20 to 25 per

cent, more for every article they consumed than the higher ranks ; now, under the

new system, that is in a great measure destroyed.

3044. You state that about 10 or 15 years ago you think the wages

were from 2 5. to 3 s. higher than they are now ?— I must go rather further back,

about 20 years, I think, for that difference.

3045. Going back to the year 1820, which is 16 years ago, do you think the

wages were higher than the)' are now ?—Yes, about 2 s., I should say, on an

average.

3046. Do you remember what the poor-rates were at that period on the average ;

were they higher or lower than they are now ?—They were lower than they have

been lately; the poor-rates till the last twelvemonth have been increasing, not-

withstanding every thing else has been reduced in value.

3047. Taking this year, compared with the year 1820, when you say wages

were about 25. a week higher, were the poor-rates higher or lower than they are

now ?—The new system has not been introduced into Wiltshire more than from four

to six months ; the first half year was high. I find that we have invariably

decreased the expenditure 20 per cent., and increased the comforts of all the old

and infirm.

3048. With that reduction of 20 per cent., do you think the poor-rates will be

higher or lower?— I think they will be lower the half-year since the new system

was introduced, but higher the former half-year.

3049. Can you state what reduction has taken place in rent since 1820?—

I

think it varies from 10 to 20 or 25 per cent., according as the farms were let; a

deduction of 10 per cent, on some is equal to 20 or 25 per cent, on others.

3050. You do not think there has been, on an average, a greater reduction than

25 per cent?— Certainly not.

30.51. You say you think that the cottagers consume less bread-corn than they

used to do ?—Very considerably less.

30.52. Considering the general increase of population, do you think there is less

bread -corn consumed in the county of Wilts than there used to be?—Yes. I

remember, in the year 1822,1 had the honour of being summoned before the

House of Commons on a similar inquiry; I had lived in the parish where I had

resided for 20 years ; the population had increased one-third during the 20 years,

and
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and I had ascertained very accurately the consumption of wheat had not increased ^^^- ^* •^^«'5*"'

one sack, even so long ago as that.

30.53. That was before the allotment system began ?—It was before it was so
^^"cii ^^So-

general.

3054. The allotment system has been carried to a greater extent in Wiltshire
than any other county?— I believe it has.

30.55. What is the extent in point of quantity of land ?—My rule is never to go
beyond a quarter of an acre, if the family be ever so large ; that will be sufficient

to maintain the largest family in vegetables.

30.56. Do you include potatoes in vegetables ?—They grow potatoes principally

;

if they had more it would spoil the character of the man, and make a sort of

gardener of him.

3057. What quantity of com do you suppose each of those labourers used to

consume before the allotment system was introduced ?—The calculation used to be
about a quarter in the twelvemonth.

3055. What quantity do they consume now ?—According to my calculation, the

consumption is reduced one-third.

3059. That, you think, applies pretty much to the agricultural population?

—

Yes ; I think it has had a considerable effect upon the price of wheat.

3060. Is that the case with respect to the labourers in agriculture, where the

allotment system does not prevail, on account of potatoes being grown in farmers'

fields ?—It is the case in every county, more or less, but more strongly where the

allotment system is introduced.

3061. What quantity of potatoes do you conceive a labourer can grow in a

quarter of an acre ?—Twenty sacks ; that is 60 bushels.

3062. Are 60 bushels of potatoes any thing equal to the support of the family of

an agricultural labourer ?—Quite sufficient ; they tell me they have always plenty

if they can grow 20 sacks ; that will keep them, and they fatten their pigs with

the small potatoes.

3063. You do not suppose them to live entirely on potatoes ?—No, certainly not.

3064. Do you think the potatoes grown in farmers' fields have diminished the

consumption of wheat ?—No doubt of it ; they are so commonly grown by farmers,

they are very cheap.

3065. Then they have no cause of complaint, if the price of wheat has been

diminished by the growth of potatoes by themselves?—We know it applies in that

way, but then the comforts of the poor are increased.

3066. Has the farmer any cause of complaint, if his land produces him as great

a profit in potatoes as wheat ?—It is not in general the farmers who grow the

potatoes, but other persons who have taken land to grow them.

3067. Do not you think that the introduction of Irish bacon among the labourers

has tended to decrease the quantity of wheat eaten ?—Yes ; the quantities of IrLsh

bacon brought through Wiltshire to the London market and other markets are

beyond auy thing which can be conceived.

3068. You allude to that having tended to diminish the profits of the farmer?

—Yes.

3069. Do you grow any flax or hemp in your county ?—Very little indeed ; the

farmers in general do not understand it ; it has not succeeded among them.

3070. If flax and hemp could be cultivated in this country, that would diminish

the quantity of land applied to wheat and barley ?— I do not think it can ever be

cultivated to any great extent"; tlje farmers do not well understand it.

3071. Is not there more grown in Somersetshire and Dorsetshire?—Yes,

there is.

3072. Is there any district in your county where the labouring classes generally

have their bread from the bakers ?—Some of them have it in all districts ; there is

no general custom.

3073. Do you think there is a greater breadth of wheat sown in Wiltshire at the

present time than there was 10 years ago?—Very considerably more ; there has

been more wheat in consequence of the fine seasons and the low price. Farmers

have been trying to make up in quantity what they lost in price, and there has

been more wheat sown and better crops the last four years than the oldest -farm^r"-

ever remembers.

3074. Have you not observed any exception to that statement during the last

wheat season ?—The last wheat sowing has been unfavourable ; they have not

been able to put in so large a quantity as they did in previous years.

464.
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Mr. B. Hughes. 3075. Do you think that is owing to the season ?—Yes ; the season was very
»-T wet ; the lands were not in a state to receive it.

8 March 1836. 3076. Do you sow your wheat in the autumn or in the spring?—We take from
a month before Michaelmas and go on till after Christmas, according to the situa-

tion of the sqil.

3077. You do not grow any spring wheat?—No; when the prices were very
high, the farmers did it ; but it is very inferior wheat.

3078. Then they would have preferred the autumn wheat, if they had the land

ready ?—Yes ; but they were in the habit of sowing spring wheat on land that

ought to have been sown with barley.

3079. Is the land as well cultivated as it was formerly ?—With regard to large

farms, where the farmers have capital, I think the farming is still kept up ; but
where the farm is nearly ruined, wherever there is a poor farmer there is gene-

rally a poor farm.

3080. Do you see many poor farms?— I see more in other counties than in our
own, but we have some.

3081 . When you say that the season was unfavourable for wheat, do you confine

that to the north of Wiltshire, or include South Wiltshire ?— I allude to the clay-

wet soils.

3082. Do you refer to the vale of Pusey ?—There is not so much clay there ; it

is further north.

3083. Was the season unfavourable for that?— It was too wet for it ; but near
Swindon it is worse.

3084. In the Salisbury plain country the season was good ?—Yes ; it was good
for that sort of land.

3085. Do you consider that the North Wiltshire farmers are more distressed than

the South Wiltshire ?—No doubt of it ; for they have not had, generally speaking,

the advantages of the sheep.

3086. The South Wiltshire farmers, in general, are sheep farmers?—Yes ;

and the price of sheep and the price of wool have been of great service to them.

3087. Do you not think that the high price of sheep and wool, and the fair

price of barley, have pretty nearly brought the down farmer home ?—The barley

crop has been so very partial ; upon so many farms there have been very light

crops, and perhaps on another farm not very far distant there has been a failure of

the crop for the last two or three seasons.

3088. Do you consider the price of barley, supposing your crop to be an average

one, a pretty fair one ?—Quite high enough ; indeed every thing is fair enough
except wheat.

3089. Do you mean that it is high enough in proportion to the quantity grown ?

—

I apply that to cattle, meat, butter, cheese, and indeed every thing the land pro-

duces, except wheat. I think if the wheat bore a proportionate price, the farmers

would not complain.

3090. Are the prices of those other things sufficient to counterbalance the loss

upon the wheat ?— I do not think they are, for the wheat is what they calculate

so much on.

3091. Are you to be understood that the price of barley has been a remune-

rating price, considering the small quantity of produce?— I think the price of

bar?ey the last two years has been remunerating, and as high as ever I wish to

see it.

3092. What do you call a remunerating price?— I have always stated 305. a

quarter for barley.

3093. In the same proportion, what should you say was a fair price for wheat ?

—I stated before your Lordships, two years ago, 065., and 11. for oats.

3004. You would consider those prices, supposing average crops to rise a little

in the case of a deficient crop, and to fall in case of a very abundant crop, would

be about fair prices for the farmers under present rates ?—-I think, under present

rents, if the farmers had those prices, they would not complain, and I should say

they would have no reason to complain.

3095. You calculate upon having an average crop ?—Yes.

3096. Do you suppose the price of barley would have been what it is, if they

had had an abundant crop ?—No, not so high ; but I still think, if they had had

a good crop of barley, the barley would make a good price.

3097. When you state what would be remunerating prices, do you take the

produce per acre
;
you have before stated three quarters for wheat, four quarters

and
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and a half for barley, and five quarters for oats, at the rent of 1 /. an acre ?—The Mr. R. Hughu.

rent I stated in one parish ; the rent must vary according to the soil, and accord-

ing to the soil the produce will vary. 8 March 1836.

30Q8. Did you reckon upon such produce per acre when you stated those prices ?

—I would rather say generally ; but 1 think those prices with the present rents

would class altogether.

3099. At what prices do you reckon the produce would answer ?—That
statement I gave was from land in my own neighbourhood ; where there is that

different proportion of land, 1 think the average is very much about 1 /. an

acre.

3100. You stated that you calculated the produce per acre of wheat at three

quarters, the produce of barley at four quarters and a half, and the produce of

oats at five quarters ; that, you say, at the prices you have just stated now, would

be remunerating?— It would be quite remunerating to every farm that did not

exceed 1 /. an acre.

3101. How many rents ought a tenant to make?—That depends on local cir-

cumstances ; there are some where two are as good as three to others.

3102. Do you mean to say, that according to present crops of barley and oats

you have had lately, the prices are remunerating?— I think they are.

3103. Are they more than remunerating?—No; I think with the partial crops the

prices have been rather beyond my calculation ; I think they have not been more
than remunerating, but I think there is no reason to complain of the prices of

spring corn.

3104. Have the crops in your neighbourhood been below the average?—Just

in my neighbourhood they have been rather below the average, but in other

instances they are a full average. 1 speak of the best barley land in Wiltshire.

3105. What eifect has the Beer Bill had in your neighbourhood ?—A very bad

one ; nothing can be worse.

3106. Do you think it would be advantageous if the malt- tax were repealed;

that that would tend to improve the lower class ?— I think it would ; I should be

very glad to see them brew their beer at home, as they did when 1 was a boy, and it

would promote their comfort.

3107. Have any cattle been fed on wheat these late years ?—The quantity of

wheat consumed this year, instead of oil-cake, by cattle, is immense.

3 1 08. It would be exceedingly advantageous to the farmer to malt his own barley

for consumption on his farm ?— Certainly.

3109. Did the poor brew beer for their families when you were a young man ?

—

Invariably.

3110. Do you think that they would do so again if the malt-tax were taken off?

— I think they would be some time before they got to that, but that they would go

back step by step till they got into that plan.

3111. Would that increase the consumption of barley very much?—No doubt

it would.

3112. Is yours a cheese county?—No, there is no cheese made in the neigh-

bourhood of Salisbury ; I am perfectly acquainted with the north of Wiltshire,

where it is made.
[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. George Trumper is called in, and Examined as follows

:

3113. WHERE do you live ?—At Norwood, in Middlesex, near Southall. Mr. G. Trumper.

3114. You are a land-surveyor?—I am.

311,5. How long have you been so?—Five-and-twenty years or more.

3116. In what part of the country do you practise generally?— In most parts of

the kingdom.

31 1 7. You have for some years ?—For many years.

3118. Can you speak to the state of the farmers in different parts of the king-

dom ?—In many parts,

3119. In what part?—Where I have the management of property in

Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire, Middlesex, Kent, Essex, Norfolk, Cambridge-
shire, Surrey, Sussex ; in short, almost every county in the southern part of the

kingdom.

3120. What do you find to be the state of agriculture in all those different

counties that you have had occasion to visit?— Generally speaking, it is very much
depressed.

464. X3 3121. In
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Mr. (3. Trumper. 3121. In what condition are the farmers?—The farmers Avho have capital, and
on intermediate soils and bettermost kinds of land, are better off certainly than

8 March 1836. those on the cold and heavy lands, when they have capital sufficient to manage.

3122. Are they increasing their capital or improving it?—On the good lands,

where they are fairly rented, I do not think they are wasting their capitals much
;

but I think they are depressed upon those ; it depends upon how they are rented;

in inferior cold lands they are very badly off.

3123. Are they distressed ?—They are distressed; they are farming without

capital, and have hardly any means of paying rent.

3124. Do you think that the rents that they do pay, they pay out of their

capital?— I am certain of it, to some extent.

3125. What proportion do those heavy lands bear to the rest of the lands of

the kingdom ?—I have not turned my attention to that, but I should think they

are quite equal to the others ; I cannot speak to it positively, but 1 think about

half; a considerable portion of these heavy lands should not be classed with the

cold clays.

3126. Do they pay their rents?—They have managed, in many instances, to

pay them, but I know many instances where they do not.

3127. Have a great many of them failed ?—Yes, on the worst heavy lands.

3128. In all the different parts of which you have been speaking?—In some
more and some less.

3129. Can they, in your opinion, goon, unless prices can be raised above

their present level?—The heavy clay land cannot pay rent with wheat at 10 /.

a load.

3130. At what rent are those lands ?—The intermediate lands are letting from

15^. to 2O5. and 25s., tithe-free; the very best land as high as 40 s. ; we had

tenants ready for them on good mellow soils at those rents.

3131. Can they pay rent?—They do manage to pay rent.

3132. Do you find they can do it with advantage to themselves?—I do

not think they can, without infringing upon their capital, which must ultimately

reduce it below what is sufficient to manage the land.

3133. When the capital is sweated down, how will it be?—It goes away very

fast on the poor lands to what it does on good lands.

3134. Do they employ so many labourers?— I think labourers have been

better employed of late years than they used to be.

3135. What do you call of late years?—The last three or four years.

3136. How do you account for that?—I think there has been a great deal of

draining done in the country.

3137. By whom has that been done?—By the landlords; on several estates

the landlords have contributed a certain per centage to give employment to the

poor.

3138. When those improvements are finished, what will be the state of the

poor then?— If the land gets into a better state, we are looking forward to be

better able to employ thejn than we have been.

31 39. Suppose it continues in its present state, what will be the condition of the

poor?—They cannot be cultivated if the price is not better; and if they are laid

down, of course that will deprive the poor of their labour.,

3140. When did you observe this depression of prices— It has been a long

time taking place ; I think the last seven years on the heavy land, because the

seasons were so much against them the early part of that period.

3141. You recollect the period of 1 824 ?—Yes, the seasons were wet; a quantity

of land got very much out of condition ; I allude to the wet season of 1828, and

not 1824,

3142. Is it better or worse since that time?—The land, from the late dry

summers, has improved in its state ; but the farmers are still very much behind,

both as to capital and the means of carrying on their farms; nevertheless the

land is certainly in a better state than it was three years ago, from the dry

summers and the opportunities of making fallows.

3143. Is there as much labour employed upon it as there was six or seven

years ago?^— I think not.

3144. Is there so much manure?—No, for there is not so much produce raised

upon the poor lands.

3145. Tliere is consequently a diminution '\i}J.\\e quaniity of manure and labour

also ?—Yes.

3146. To
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3146. To what do you attiibiile tijis depression of prices ?—There has certainly
jvjr, (y Trumper.

been a larger growth of wheat tlic last four years ; a very large growth.

3147. Do you mean larger crops, or more extensive cultivation?—I think exten- 8 March 1836.

sive cultivation, as well as large wheat crops. The land has been forced beyond
what it ought to be, and the late dry summers have given facility to th?t. The
people have forced their land into cultivation beyond wliat they ought to have
done.

3148. How long back ?—That has taken place only the last three years ; since

the land has been in a better state ; some was so bad they could not do that.

3149. Has that continued down to the last crop, the greater extent of wheat-
sowing than usual ?— I think it has rather fallen off this year.

3150. Has this extension of cropping been occasioned in any measure by the

distress of the farmers ?—No doubt they have been pushing their land too far.

3151. They have endeavoured to make up by increased quantity to pay their

rents ?—Yes.

3152. Must not that be, in the event, highly injurious to the land itself?—Yes,

certainly.

3153. Has it begun to have that effect?—Yes, to a very great extent.

3154. What has been the effect of this ?—It has produced a great deal more
wheat.

3155. What occasioned that distress which occasioned over-cropping?—The
great pressure on the heavy lands, and from the expensive cultivation they require,

and the low price of produce.

3156. What occasioned the ruinous price first, six or seven years ago ?—I have

no idea what occasioned it altogether ; we have grown large wheat crops within

the last three years certainly.

3157. Have the importations from Ireland had any effect?—Yes; we have

received the whole produce of Ireland into this country.

3158. They do not eat their corn in that country?—No, nor their pork neither,

I should think.

3159. There are great quantities of pork and corn from Ireland coming to this

country?—Immense quantities.

3160. Do those diminish the prices of corn and pork in this country?—Cer-

tainly, to a great extent.

3161. Do you think that is one cause of the depression of agriculture in this

country?—I think that is the main cause.

3162. Is there any other cause to which you attribute it?—The loss of capital,

the capita] of the farmer, in many instances, being nearly exhausted.

3163. Was that owing to the imprudence of the farmers, or to the depression

of prices ?—I do not think it is owing to the imprudence of farmers of late years
;

they are a different class of men to what they were.

3164. They have been taught prudence ?— Yes.

3165. The present race of farmers are living very economically ?—It is dis-

tressing to see how some of them are living.

3 1 66. Do you think less comfortably than some of them are entitled to live ?

—

I think so.

3167. They have not luxuries, and some of them hardly comforts?—Many, I

know, have not comforts.

3168. What is the case with the labourer?—The labourer, where he is

employed, is well off.

3169. Do you think he h as well off as you remember him to have been?—He
was never better off, when he is regularly employed and fairly paid.

3170. Is his ability to get employment as good as it was, or is it gone back?

—

I think there is a great facility given to employment by the great works going on

in the country ; we do not find, when those works are going on in the immediate

neighbourhood, that there is that surplus of labour there has been.

3171. Are you aware that there are a great many men going out of the country

at the present time?—There are a great many emigrating, I understand.

3172. In the different parts of the country you visit, in the active period of the

year for work upon the lands, is there mucli superabundant population at the

present time ?—There is a superabundant population to a greater extent than there

would be if the farmers had the means of employing them.

3173. Does not .that principally show itself in the dead time of the year,

and not the active .periods of farming work?— It is generally shown in the winter

time.

464. X 4 3174. Would
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Mt.G.Trumper. 3174. Would there be that superabundant population if agriculture was in a

better state?—I think there would still be a superabundant population, but not to

8 March 1836. its present extent.

3175. You speak of labourers being fairly paid ; what did you mean by that?

—There is a great deal of difference in the scale of payment; in some parishes

they are paid low; in others very fairly ; 9*. a week I should call, generally

speaking, fair ; that was the price 1 paid my fathers labourers when I first left

school in 1799.

3176. You would consider that fair wages at a distance from London?—Yes.

We give our labourers 12^. a week, some 25. 6d. a day, in Middlesex. We
have not a superabundance of labourers in our parish. The high price of our

cottage rents requires at least 1 s. per week more to be paid to our labourers.

3177. You act as agent in different counties in England ; is there much differ-

ence of payment of the daily labourers?—A great deal.

3178. Where are the highest, and where are the lowest?—I think where the

population is thin, such as Lincolnshire, the labourer is generally paid higher.

3179. What are the wages there?—They generally give 2*. a day for good

labourers.

3 1 80. Where are they lower .?—They are lower in some parts of Essex and
Suffolk.

3181. Where are the lowest in the different parts you are agent for?—In some
parts of Hampshire they are lower ; some parts of Oxfordshire and Berkshire.

3182. What are they in Hampshire?— I understand about 9s. a week.

3183. To what part of Hampshire do you speak ?—I speak of the New Forest;

in short, generally.

3 1 84. Are you aware that in the Down part of Hampshire they are lower than

that ?—They are from 7 s. to 8s., I believe.

3185. In Lincolnshire, where you say the labourer is paid 12*., does he pay
dear for his cottage ?—No, he does not ; he has a cottage at a moderate rate

;

perhaps, on the average, 1 .$. a week, or 3 /. a year.

3186. In some parts the cottages are much cheaper?—In some places much
cheaper than others; in some places they do not pay more than 1/. or 30*. for

their cottage.

3187. Is it the small farmer or the large farmer who is the most distressed ?

—

I think the small farmer is more distressed than the large one ; he has not the

means of making that profit of his labour that formerly he used to do ; when popu-

lation was smaller he had the benefit of his own labour ; and the smaller farmer

in populous districts, where he has high rates to pay and the surplus labourers to

employ, cannot make that market of his own and his family's labour he could

formerly.

3188. Though he and his family work partly on the land ?—Yes. A small

farmer would, with his family, probably do nearly the whole of the labour ; now
they have to pay surplus labourers if they do not employ them.

3189. Is there a tendency in farms to become larger than formerly ?—I think

there is a tendency to become smaller ; to subdivide them.

3190. Is that in particular places?—No; I think it is rather a general feeling

to have smaller farms.

3191. You do not see many small farm-houses pulled down, and farms thrown

together into larger farms ?—No ; lately that was the case.

3192. Do you see small farms broken up into large ones?—No; there has not

much alteration taken place of late.

31 93. What alteration has generally taken place in your experience as to rents ?

—I have made a considerable alteration ; I might say from 30 to 40 per cent,

3194. Since what time?— Since 1812; and in many instances 50 per cent,

for the heavy lands ; full 50 where I have had the management ; I do not mean
to say that is generally the case ; a great alteration must take place where there

has not been any yet.

319,5. Generally speaking, where you have managed, about what prices of

wheat, barley and oats do you look to for setting your rents?—We have been

obliged to vary our calculation almost every year; I should say that, according as

the rents have been set by me, except valuations recentl}^ made, the generality of

them about 24*. a quarter for oats would be a fair price, probably 34 s. for barley,

and from 50 *. to GO,y. for wheat.

3196. Those arc about the prices you calculate on in setting rents r—Yes, that

has been the case till recently.

3197. Those
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3197. Those rents, as so set, cannot hold at the present prices?—At the present Mr. G. Trumper.

prices they cannot, certainly.

3198. What do you mean by the present price for wheat?— It is now gone 8 March 1836.

a little back; our best white wheat has been 50 .v. a quarter at Uxbridge, but
there has been a great deal sold for less ; 10/. a load would be about as much as
the whole country would averaa^e, 40.y. a quarter or 42s.

3199. What have been your prices for barley ?—There is a great difference in

barley ; there is a vast deal not fit for malting that is selling at about 24 .1. or

25*. a quarter; that is used for feeding stock ; malting barley is worth 34*. and
35*., the first-rate qualities.

3200. Supposingwheat, barley, and oats and wool, to stand at the present prices,

and you had now to ve-let your farm, what reduction, on the average, would gene-
rally be necessary ?—That would depend entirely upon the nature of the farm

;

the reduction on the poor lands would be greater than on the good lands ; there

the cropping is more certain ; the thin poor soils and burning gravels would
require a larger reduction.

3201. Would not the cold clays require more?— I hardly know what to say
about them; they are cultivated nearly as they were 100 years ago; all inter-

mediate lands have very much improved, and received a value they did not before

possess ; the clays and heavy lands still are pretty much as they were ; nothing
but a better price, in my opinion, can give any value to them.

3202. Setting those lands aside, taking the average of the property under your
management, supposing present prices to continue, what reduction should you
think the land would require?— I think a reduction, perhaps, of 15 per cent,

on the rent as it stands would probably meet it. I have nothing under my hands
but what has had very serious reductions made upon it, the consequence of which
is, that there has been a confidence created between landlords and tenants, and
they have been better able to pay their rents.

3203. You state that a great deal of drainage has been going on ; has not that

improved the lands?—Yes, very much.

3204. Has not that increased the quantity of corn ?—Yes, and also the value

of pasture for the sheep.

3205. Looking at the improvements by draining, and comparing what your
county produced 10 or 15 years ago, do not vou think that your county produces
more corn now ?— It would produce a great deal more if itcould be well managed;
the county is capable of producing a great deal more.

3206. Would your county produce enough, if well managed, to supply its

population with food?— I think it would.

3207. W^ithout including Ireland ?— Ireland ought, I think, to be considered

the same, if they were brought under the same laws and the same regulations as

ourselves, and rendered liable to the same burthens.

3208. The rent, you say, of the property you manage, has been reduced as

much as 50 per cent. ?—Some parts of it.

3209. With the present price of agricultural produce j'ou think that a still

further reduction of 15 per cent, would be required?—Some very heavy lands,

with wheat at 10/. a load, will not pay rent at all.

3210. You would make a reduction of 50 per cent, on some land ?— Yes ;

nearly 100 per cent, on some of the very heavy clay lands of the poorest descrip-

tion.

3211. Those are lands that have been cultivated in all times?—Yes; they

were lands in very good repute 100 years ago.

3212. They were not taken into cultivation in consequence of high prices?

—

No. I recollect a great many of them growing an immensity of corn in former

years, after their inclosure, until they were over-cropped.

321 3. With all tbe improvements in cultivation they cannot cultivate them now ?

—No ; there has been little or no improvement made in the cultivation of them.

3214. .Do you state that that applies to half the lands in the kingdom?—To
a great portion of what is considered heavy land.

3215. Till the turnip system was introduced, were nut those the only lands that

grew corn?—They were the only lands that produced wheat in any quantities,

except the loams and intermediate soils.

3216. What would bring rents to the prices they were at before the year 1793 ;

how much per cent. ?—A great manv of them, that is, the heavy lands, were letting

for more money in 1793 than they are now.

464. Y 3217. Taking
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}Ar. G.Truv.pcr. 321". Taking into consideration what the landlord has expended in improve-

ments,are there not a quantity of lands in this country now which do not produce
8 March 1836. more than they did in 1793 r—There are some that will not produce so much.

3218. You say, in some parts of Essex la!)our is low ; in what part of Essex is

that?—The Hertfordshire side of Essex; towards Hertfordshire the wages are

about 8 s.

3219. You were understood to say, that on lands where the rent was already

reduced, you thought a still further reduction of 15 per cent, was necessary to

pay, at the present prices ; did you mean that observation to apply to the bad

lands merely, or to the land of intermediate quality?
—

'Jo lands of intermediate

quality, where I have fixed the rents some time ago, not recently.

3220. You fixed those rents on the prices you gave at the beginning of your
examination ?—Yes.

3221. Has not the want or supply of fuel had some influence on the wages?

—

Certainly ; if a man gets his fuel readily and cheap, that must have an effect.

3222. You are aware that where the price does not exceed 7 s., Ss. or 9 5. a

week, where those labourers are well supplied with fuel you can get them cheaper r

—There are many parts where they cannot get it, and many parts where they can.

A man living near New Forest gets his firing very cheap.

3223. He does not purchase it ?— No, he does not; he gets it for his labour

bestowed in collecting it.

3224. Are you aware that any quantity of wheat has been consumed in feeding

cattle ?— Immense quantities of all descriptions of corn.

3225. Do you think that the repeal of the malt-tax would be very beneficial to

the agriculturist?—There is no doubt of that,

3226. Do you think that the use of malt would supersede oil-cake ?—There
would be more of it used in that way as wetted barley, and more go to the labouring-

man. I doubt whether taking off the malt-tax would benefit the farmers to the

full extent some persons expect.

3227. Would it be a benefit to the agricultural labourers?—Yes, no doubt it

would, and to the agriculturist himself.

3228. Is there any article in this country taxed so high as that article, the pr.o-

duce of the farmer?—No.

3229. Or half so high?—No. The maltster will not now look at a sample of

inferior barley, because he has to pay a dutj' of 20 i. per quarter ; therefore he buys

only the finest samples for malting.

3230. Have you practised in any counties where hemp and flax are grown ?

—

I have seen a little flax.

3231. Can \'ou state whether it would be for the benefit of the country to

encourage the growth of flax I— I cannot say ; it would impoverish the land.

3232. Would it be of any benefit to this country to increase the price of

tallow ?—No doubt of it.

3233. By putting a higher duty on the importation of foreign tallow ?— It would

occasion a better price to be given for our own produce.

3234. Would it diminish the price of meat at all ?— I do not think it would.

3235. That would encourage the grazing part of the farming interest?—Yes.

3236. Do vou know how that is affected t—The grazing interest varies so much,

there is always something to be done by the grazier.

3237. He buys his fatting csttle cheap if he sells cheap?— Sometimes better,

.sometimes vvorse ; they are not like the farmer, who is looking seven years forward

in the proper management of his land.

3238. What is the highest price you recollect tallow bearing?— I think 6 5. a

stone; 9fl'. a pound ; but I cannot speak positively to that,

3239. How loni"- is it since it bore so high a price as 9 </. a pound ?- 1 think

about 1812.

3240. Do you recollect bides bearing a much higher price?—Yes; and calf-

skins IS.y. and 19.?. a piece ; they are now worth about 7 s., and cow-skins in the

same proportion.

3241. How much a pound?— I have not studied that much, but I think they

have been as high as Gd. per pound, or more.

3242. What is the present price of tallow ?— I do not know ; but the price of

fat is low ; 2 5. 4 r/. a stone ; about the price of butchers' fat, I believe.

3243. That is xioi'dd. a pound ?—Threepence-halfpenny per pound, calculating

eight pounds to the stone.

3244. You
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3-244. Vou speak of the state of llio farmers as mucli hi-low that which the state Mr. (J. Trmnpir.

of the J-'ri'^lish farmer ought to be, but that the condition of the hibourer has
improved; do you tliiuk lliat can continue?—No, I think not; it is not a proper ^ March 18:^6.

state of things.

324.',. The farmers cannot aflbrd to pay those wages under these circum-
stances ?— No.

3246. Wliatever the dan^-er of doing it, at no distant period the wages of the

labourers must fall?—They nnist fall accoiding to the means of employment; the

wages of the labourers must fall if there are not better prices, certainly.

3247. Do you suppose there is a good deal of wheat in the farmers" hands at

present?-— I think there is in some phices.

3248. More than usual at this season of the year ?— No, I do not think there is.

3249. Do you think there is more than there vvas this time last year:—No, I

think not; the inferior wheat has been bought up at a low price to feed stock, and

other purposes tlian that of making flour.

32.50. Has the produce of" wheat in 1835 been equal to the produce of wheat in

1834?—I think not quite; generally speaking, the produce of 1834 was very

great ; so wa.s that of 1832.

3251. How was 1833?—Not so great, but altogether, I believe, good ; since

1832 we have had good years of wheat ; the last year and the year before were

too dry for the barley on the thin lands.

3252. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 1833, 1834 and 1835 have
all been good years for vAheat?—Yes, they have.

[The fI it//CSS is directed to icit/idraw.

Mr. James Tayloj' is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

32.53. YOU reside in Dorsetshirt ?— Yes. Mr. ,/. Tai/.'or.

3254. In what part of Dorsetshire?—About seven miles below Dorche^rter, at '

'

Littlebury.

325,5. Are you a large farmer?—Yes,

3256. To what extent?— Upwards of 1,500 acres; not more than 300 of arable

land.

3257. What is the rest?—Down and meadow pasture.

32,58. Is part of the pasture water-meadow?—Very little
; there is some of it.

3259. What is the state of farming in Dorsetshire?— In the agricultural dis-

tricts 1 think it is very bad ; it is bad every where. In Dorsetshire there has been

less distress than in almost any county in England, from our poor-rates not being

so heavy ; and 1 think the system of Dorsetshire, allowing the men their cottages,

and giving them their potato ground in a field, where we plough and manure it,

according to the size of their families, and they get their fuel from the down, the

furze (they have an allowance of wheat as well), though we pay them but 7^. a

week, I consider these make it equal to 1 1 s. to them.

3260. You include in that a cottage with a piece of garden?—Yes.

3261. Do you mean to say they pay nothing for their cottages?—No.

3262. They have wood from the copses ?—No, we have no copse in some of the

parishes ; furze is the principal with us.

3263. You think that keeps your poor in a better state than in the neighbouring

counties ?—Yes.

3264. Is there any thing got by the cultivation of land for com ?—No, but

a loss.

32t).5. You cultivate according to the four-course husbandry ?
—

"i es.

3266. What is the course?—Turnips, barley, or oats ; then clover and wheat.

3267. Upon that four-course husbandry is the loss upon the whole, or only on

the wheat ?— I think principally upon the wheat.

3265. During the other years do the profits on the other produce bring up the

loss on wheat ?—No.

3269. With respect to sheep ?— I do not think there has been much the matter

about the price of stock till the last season, and that w as only a casual thing, from

the failure of turnips.

3270. Does the advantage derived from the good price of stock bring up the

farmer ?—No.
3271. It does not compensate him for the loss on the wheat?— No, our dairies

have sunk about W. a cow within the last two years.

464. Y 2 3272. Have
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Mr. J. Tayhv. 3272. Have rents been reduced in that part of the country?—I have not heard

much of rents beina- reduced in that part ; I do know some instances, but not to

8 March 1836, any amount.

3273. Since what period ?—-I have been in Dorsetshire only about six years.

3274. Wliere were you before ?— I lived at Moor Farm, by Rickmansworth.

3275. You rent under Mr. Williams?—Yes.

3276. You came from Moor Farm to Mr. Williams's farm in Littlebury?—Yes,

about two or three years after Mr. Williams left I took this farm.

3277. The poor, you say, are well off; can you pay them their present wages

and give them their present advantages, unless there is an increase in the price of

corn ?—No.

3278. What will be the effect of any reduction of wages ?— I hardly know what

to say to that.

327Q. In what state are the poor now ?—In a tolerably good state.

3280. You do not see any disposition to riot or disorder?— No. ,

3281. Had you riots two or three years ago ?—Yes, but they did not reach us

within about 14 miles, I think.

3282. Would there be any danger of riots if their wages were much reduced

now ?— I should doubt it ; I do not think they could live with less wages.

3283. Can the farmers, unless the prices of produce are raised, afford to pay

them their present wages ?—No,

3284. The allotment system does not prevail much with you ?—No, not in the

parishes 1 have referred to, except a garden and land for potatoes, and that we
give them. I think that preferable to the allotment system, for we manure their

land ; and if they got any quantity in the allotment, they have a difhculty in pro-

curing manure, and it takes them away too much from their masters' work.

3285. Do you give them a bit of fresh land every year.''—Yes, wherever we
make our fallow for turnips,

3286. They have gardens generally annexed to their cottages ?—Yes.

3287. Are not the gardens in Dorsetshire very productive; do not they grow

many apples?—They have tolerably good-sized gardens, with perhaps a tree or

two, but not more.

3288. Have you made a calculation as to the expense of cultivation, and the

amount of produce ?—I have.

3289. Are you prepared to say from that, whether the expenses exceed or fall

below the value of the produce of the land ?—This is a calculation for several

different parishes just around us ; Winterbourn Stapleton, Winterbourn Abbas,

Portisham, Abbotsbury, Swyre, Puncknowle, Litton Cheney, Longbredy, Kingston

Russell, and Littlebredy. I have a calculation for those parishes as far as the

arable lajid goes.

[The same is delivered in, and read, and is as follows ;]

The Average Rent, Tithes, Wages, Rates and Taxes, and all other Outgoings, for each

Year, for Four Years, of an Acre of Land farmed.

On the Four-field System :

Four years' rent -------
Ditto tithes--------
Ditto rates --
Ploughing, harrowing, &c. -

Seed - - - -"
Hoeing turnips and weeding - - - - -

Hay-making, harvesting, threshing and carting corn

Folding and carting manure - - - - -

Literest on capital .-----

- 17 -
- 9 -

3 18 -

2 7-
- 11 -

2 18 9

3 15 -
- 18 -

19 1 9

The Value of the Produce of each Year for Four Years.

Produce of One Acre of Land in Four Years

:

Turnips - . - - -

Barley, 32 bushels - - -

Clover - - . - -

Wheat, 2S bushels _ - -

Spending price of two acres of straw

1 15

5 12

2 10

6 18

]

3290. You
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3290. You do not allow any thing for the purchase of manure?—Not in my Mr./. Taylur.

statement ; most of those farms have green ground enough for the sheep, which,

the folding and the straw together, make sufficient ; I should state that these farms ^ March 1836.

are what we call sour farms; the barley is not very good ; I take the average of

barley that goes from the maltsters in the neighbourhood ; they have proved it to be

rather lower than I have put it down at.

3291. There is a loss upon the corn of IZ. 6s. Qd. ?—There is.

3292. You derive some advantage from the keep of sheep upon this land?

—Yes.
3293. Have you given credit for that ?—No ; there is very little feed upon this

land ; the turnips. 1 have charged, in fact, (jd. an acre for the stubbling for

the sheep running, but I should think that would be quite as much as it

would be.

3294. What is this land ; is it of any one given farm, or generally ;—No ; I have

taken it as the average of the country ; the farms I have stated lying just round me,

in the parishes I have just named.

3295. You state them to be sour lands ; is that the general character of that

land ?—Yes ; 1 have taken in those farms that lie round us.

3296. What distance does that embrace ; how far round ?— Four or five miles,

I should think.

3297. Have you taken them indiscriminately ?—I have taken them as nearly as

I could at the average rents ; some of the rents I know.

3298. You have not selected the worst?—No; I have taken them within the

circle.

3299. You say you have done very well with your cattle?—Yes, till the three

last years and this year ; there has been a temporary loss with turnips.

3300. You had a temporary loss three years ago with your sheep ?—Some of

those farmers had.

3301 . Do the advantages you derive from your wool and sheep, and other

produce, at all counterbalance the loss upon the corn ?—No, there is a loss upon

every thing but wool.

3302. You state this as the result of four years average?—Yes.

3303. To what do you attribute the depression ; is it the Irish butter brought

in which keeps down your dairies ?—Yes, and rom Holland.

3304. In any quantities ?—I know that from hearsay generally.

3305. Has your butter fallen ?—Yes, it has.

3306. When did the fall in butter take place?—Butter fell about three years

ago, and it has kept getting down; now it is going up again, from the short supply

last year ; but the dairymen have been losing a great deal.

3307. State what it was, what it fell to, and to what it has risen ?—We let our

cows at so much a piece, and the dairymen can best state what they get.

3308. At how much a cow did you let your cows three years ago?— At 9/. ;

I let them last year at 8/. 10*., and I was obliged to throw back again 7.?.

3309. At what did you let them this year?— Eight pounds ten shillings, with

a promise, if the season should not be good, I should throw that back again ; but

they are let in several places with that sum taken off at once.

3310. Where does the butter go to?—A great deal of it to London ; there are

butter factors, and they buy it of the dairymen.

3311. Do they make butter altogether, or some cheese?—They make some

cheese ; the butter is very good, the cheese very bad.

3312. It is a famous county for butter?—Yes; it is the best butter that

can be got.

3313. Will you explain what you mean by letting your cows ;
the farmer, you

say, lets to the dairyman ?—Yes. We find the cows in February in calf, and the

dairyman takes to them, and gives us so much for each cow ;
and when they

cease to yield we take the cows back till they calve again, and if there is one that

will not answer his purpose we give him another ; we breed some every year to

make up for the deficiencies.

3314. Who keeps the cows?—The cows are kept on my land all the year

through.

3315. Do you deduct the price for the feed ?—No ; he gives me so much for

the cow, and I find him the feed.

3316. He has a house also to live in?—Yes.

3317. Who has the calf?—The dairyman has the calf.

464. Y 3 3318. Suppose
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Mr. J. Taylor. 331 8. Suppose the COW does not turn out a good milch cow; what is done
then ?—Then we take her back, or take that cow out of tlie account.

S March 1836. 33 1
9. How often in the course of a season has he the power to object to a

cow?—Not after May-day. It is optional whether we do it; if we find it is a
hard case, if the cow should go dry, or any thing of that kind, we take it off.

We live in a good understanding with each other, but I do not think they can
compel us to do it after the bargain. The time of entering on the dairies is

generally in May ; he takes them as they come in, and those that calve later will

give longer.

3320. Who pays for any expenses of milking those cows or making the

butter?—The dairjanan.

3321. You give them food ?—Yes, their food entirely.

3322. He takes the cow from February, and pays for it through the year,

whether in milk or dry?— Yes, unless we choose to let him off. Whatever cows
he dislikes at old May-day he points them out, and says, they are not good
milkers, or something, and we take them away, and give him others from the

heifers that come in.

3323. At what age has he the disposal of the calf?—He has it at once.

3324. He either raises the calf or sells it at once, as he pleases?—Yes

;

generally they part with it in a few weeks.

3325. Are there other things which come in from Ireland?—Yes; pigs and
corn, and every thing comes from Ireland, to the injury of the farmers in this

country.

3326. Does it come to Weymouth?— I cannot say; the greatest quantity of

wheat which has come to Weymouth has come from Lincolnshire.

3327. Has the quantity of land used for the purpose of growing corn been

increased lately ?— I cannot say that it has ; there have been some instances where
land has been broken up ; but the poor land has generally been let out, on
account of the price of corn.

3328. Has there been a great deal thrown out-—Not a great deal, perhaps,

generally.

3329. In what state are the farmers?— Mostly in a good state; I do not

see much distress among them ; they are all men of opulence to begin with, with

large farms.

3330. What is about the average size of the farms?—From 500 to 1,200 acres,

and up to 1,-500 or 1,600; I think mine is about 1,550 acres.

3331. A great deal of that is down land?—Yes.

3332. There are not many of them all arable?—No; there are good farms

about Bridport and Beaminster ; they have not much down.

3333- ^^hat is the quality of the down land about you ; what does it let at

where it is alone?—From 8*. an acre to 1 /.

3334. Do you mean for down pasture ?—Yes ; it is quite different from the

Wiltshire downs.

3335. The generality of down in Dorsetshire is not worth that, is it?— Yes, I

think it is.

3336. It is very superior to the Wiltshire or the Hampshire downs?—Yes;

there is more staple to the land.

3337. It will feed cows?—Yes ; on some of it we feed our cows quite on the

top of the hills, it lies so high ; it is the climate that hurts us.

3338- What do you mean by the climate?— Its lying .so high; that does so

much mischief to our corn ; if we had a wet season we should grow but little.

I never knew so many good seasons for corn as there have been these last four

years. I do not think I should state it on the average of eight or ten years at

more than 20 bushels an acre as the produce.

3339. Is the land on the farms there as well cultivated as it used to be?—Yes,

I think it is.

3340. There is no want of management in the cultivation of the land ?—No

;

I think it is quite different from the corn districts in England ; I think there is a

great deal more distress there than in Dorsetshire,

3341- You speak of the generality of the country ?— Yes.

3342. How many sheep do you keep on your farm ?— I have now something

like 2,000.

3343. Is that since the lambing?—No; before the lambing.

3344. How
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3344. How many breeding ewes have you ?—About 900 I had when I began ^^''- ^- 'i"9^<"'-

lambing.

334,5. Do you reckon that they will produce you as many lambs?— No; I 8 March 183.;.

have never had above 700; that was last year; and I lost 100 just after the

shearing time. If we can bring (500 to the shearing place that is as niucli as we
generally do. That is from climate ; we do not lose them from their lambing,

but the Aveather will sometimes break in upon them ; I had 20 brought honie

one night killed.

3346. Cannot you shelter them?—No; when we bring them doun it is like a

gateway between the hills.

3347. Beside the 2,000 sheep, liow many cows have you?— I have liad

100 cows.

3348. Which are let to these dairymen ?—Yes; and they produced to me last

year a little more than 800 /.

3349. Do you consider your stock, the produce of your cows and your sheep,

as your most important returns from your farm, or is corn a large portion of

it?—Our stock is what we reckon on most in that quarter.

33.50- Your sheep stock have been selling pretty well, have they not ?—Till

this year ; they have sold very badly this year.

3351. The early fairs this year were good, were not they?—No; they were

better than they were later, but there has been a great loss upon them.

^i^i. The country fairs were good till it turned out that the turnip crop had

failed r—Ves; we did not begin to sell till Wilton fair; they kept sinking every fair.

3353- ^^as not Wilton a good fair?—No.

3354. Your wool sells well ?—That is at a great price.

3355. Have you sold your barley so low as 285. ?—Yes, and less than that;

I have not had more than 2ti^. for my barley this year.

3356. It has been a bad sample ?—No ; a middling sample. I did not grow
more than 24 bushels an acre ; mine is one of the poorest farms to grow barley in

the parish I am situated in.

3357. Taking into consideration the price of wool and the price of stock, has it

been altogether a worse year for you than the last year?—Yes, a very bad year.

3358. How was the year before this"—A loss ; I should say a loss every year.

I beg I may not be understood, when I say the distress is not so great in Dorset-

shire as in other counties, to say that there is no distress here ; but it is getting

serious now with every corn farmer.

335g. Is not that serious state of things with every corn farmer mainly from

the low price of wheat?—Yes; I think the price is not enough according to the

crop, because in the dry lands the lent corn has not been quite an average crop,

and the other has been more.

3360. Supposing the present price is held, even with the price of AOs. for

wheat ; that the prices of sheep, barley and wool held where they are at present

;

taking the chance of average crops, would not you feel satisfied that you could pay

the rent of your farm ?—No.

3361. What prices are there at present existing in the market, whether of sheep

or of stock generally, or of barley, or of wool, which you would say was so low as

to injure you ?—The price of the sheep and the wheat ; sheep are selling very

fair at Smithfield as fat sheep, but that is on account of our loss from our not

having turnips ; we lose from not having turnips, and being obliged to use arti-

ficial food.

3362. Taking your ordinary chance of turnips or no turnips, and looking at the

price of sheep, you have nothing to complain of in the price of sheep, have you ?

—Yes ; we have a great many ewes which did not fetch so much by 1 /. a piece

as they did the year before.

3363. What did they fetch?—They fetched '2Qs., and last year they fetched

46 s. 6 d. with us.

3364. What is the highest price at which you recollect cows to have been let by

the year?— 1 have heard my neighbours speak of 14/. and 15/., but I caimot go

back so far myself.

336.5. What does butter sell for?— I forget whether it is 'dd. or \Qd. the dairy-

men are making now.

3366. In what way do you think relief could be best afforded to the agricul-

turists?— If the duty should be taken off malt, that would give us as great relief as

any thing; the beer-houses, I think, have been a very great evil in the country.

464. V 4 3367. In
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»Ir. J. Taylor. 3367. In what waj' would that be a benefit?— I think it would benefit land-

^
lord and tenant and the public too ; I think the poor would get a little wholesome

8 March 183G. beverage at home.

3368. Would the farmer be able to give lower wages to his labourers, in conse-
quence of being able to give them beer in their farm-houses ?— I think the poor
labourers would get it in their own cottages. The generality of people round us
speak of lowering rents ; there is no doubt, if something is not done, rents must
be lowered ; but I am doubtful whether that would have a good effect in the
country ; from what I know of other counties, I believe that the rent has been
taken down within these few years one-third, which must take away from the
expenditure of noblemen and gentlemen who are the landed interest ; there will

be only more poor and less means of assisting them.

S2>^^'^). If the rent was lower it would deprive the landlord of the means of
assisting in the improvement of the land ?—Yes.

3370. Have you many freeholders about you occupying their own land?—No;
Mr. Farquharson farms some of his own land ; I think several thousand acres.

3371. Do you think he gains a profit by his farm?— I should doubt that very
much.

\The Wit7iess is directed to withdraw.

Mr. James Hudson is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

3372. WHERE do you reside ?—In Sussex.

3373- How long have you been a farmer ?—About 35 years.

3374. What is the present state of farming in that part of the country ?— It is in

a very bad state.

3375. Are the farmers in a bad state?— I think they are.

3376. Is that the case in any considerable district of country there ?—I think it

is in the Weald of Sussex.

3377. To what is that attributable ; to their misconduct or the times?—To the

times, I think.

3378. Are the prices sufficient to afford them a remuneration?—Decidedly

not.

3379. Do you think they must pay rent out of their capital ? —They must, at

the present prices.

3380. The opinion you have given has been given confined to the growing of
corn ?—Yes.

3381. What is the state of stock .''- —They are in a very peculiar state with

respect to stock ; on account of the great drought we had last summer, the pro-

vision for stock is very short; it has not been a profitable concern at all, so far as

grazing has gone.

3382. Was it profitable before that?—I think it paid its way as well as any
thing.

3383. Within the last four or five years, has the profit on the stock made up for

the loss on corn ?—Decidedly not.

3384. What is the state of the poor in your county ?—In some situations they

are very well off; in some others they have been very badly off.

3385. Has there been disturbance in your county r—Not any in my neigh-

bourhood.

3386. Are there many persons out of employ ?—Not in my neighbourhood

exactly.

3387. Are they employed on the farms?—Generally.

3388. If the farmers are so distressed as you represent, how do they afford to

employ the labourers?—They give them employment because they have no other

means of subsistence.

3389. Do they employ them profitably to themselves?— Certainly not, at the

present price of corn.

3390. Is it impossible the farmers can, at the present price of corn, pay the

expenses of agriculture ?— It is impossible.

3391. What do you consider as the cause of the present depression?—I think

that the cause of the present depression of wheat is the great crops we have had
the last three years.

3392. If you grow two ears of corn where you formerly grew one, that would

increase the quantity of corn, but would not distress your— It lowered the price.

zzn- If
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0303- If you had double tlie quunlity to sell?—The expense of cultivation is Mr. J. IJudson.

not paid by the produce; the present crop will not pay if. Tailing- the present

crops all together, the crop of barley and oats is very deficient, and the crop of S March 183G.

hay is very deficient.

3394. Are you speaking of your own neighbourhood, or the country generally

of which you have experience as a valuer?— I think that is the case generally.

3395. The account you have been giving is applicable to that whole district of

country?— I think it is.

3396. Can the farmers go on at the present rate ?—No, not at the present

prices.

3397. Has any cheaper corn than that grown in England been introduced

among you ?

—

W'e always have the Irish corn in the market against us ;
the

importation of Irish oats is very great to Brighton.

3398. Has not Ireland sent a great many oats to Brighton r—Yes ; they have

met our own produce to a great extent.

3399. Are you shut out of your market by the Irish importations?—We are not

shut out, but our prices are very much lowered by them.

3400. Is there any other cause to which you attribute your difficulties?—Our
local taxation.

3401. How is your poor-rate?—It is very heavy in .some places.

3402. Has it been mended by the Poor Law ?—Very much.

3403. Notwithstanding that amendment, is your condition much better than it

was ?—Our prospect is much better in this respect, for we expect we shall not

have so much to pay to maintain the poor.

3404. Will any benefit you have from the Poor Law relieve you from your

present distress ?—I think not.

3405. What are the wages of your labourers?—From IO.5. to I3s., and a

shepherd at 16*., where they have GOO or 800 in a flock together.

3406. Do you mean generally throughout the district?—No; from 10*.

to 12*.

3407. In the Weald district what do you reckon the produce per acre ?—From

20 bushels to 28 bushels of wheat.

3408. Of barley?—They grow very little in the Weaid.

3409. Oats ?—From 28 bushels to 40 bushels.

3410. Beans?—^From 20 bushels to 28 bushels.

341 1 . What may be the produce in the Down country ?—Wheat about 7 sacks,

or 28 bushels ; barley about 36 bushels ; oats about 44 bushels, upon the best

lands.

3412. In the W^eald, what prices for corn, according to the produce you have

reckoned, would be remunerating for the farmer?— I think, unless he gets 56*. a

quarter for wheat, and 1/. for oats, and about 30*. or 32*. for barley, he cannot

pay his way.

3413. Would those be the prices required for the Down district as well as for

the Weald ?—Yes, I think they would.

3414. What has been the extent of the crops of barley and oats during the last

two or three years ?—They have been very deficient ; where I ha.ve been in the

habit of growing ten sacks of barley I have not grown above seven, and in some

instances not more than six, and that of very inferior quality.

3415. Does the present price of barley at all compensate for the deficiency of

crop ?—Certainly not.

3416. What "do you call the present price of barley?— From 29*. to 33*.;

there is inferior barley sold as low as 27*.

3417. Oats?—Seed oats are selling at 23*. ; from 18*. to 23*.

3418. The prices of oats and barley are, as near as possible, what you consider

fair prices?—Yes ; but then there is a deficiency in the crop.

3419. Supposing you had an average crop, those are about the prices you would

consider fair prices ?—Yes.

3420. What do you call the present price of wheat?—From 1 1 /. a load to

12/. 5*. ; that is about 44*. to 49*. a quarter.

3421. The price you consider a fair price would be 56*., therefore you are

about 12*. under the fair price.—Yes.

3422. Do not you conceive there have been very large crops of wheat the last

two or three years ?—Yes.

342T. To what extent does the largeness of the harvest compensate for the

- 464. ^7. lowness
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Mr. /. Hudson, lowness of price?—We have been selling wheat from SI. 10s. to 9/. a long time
;

that is 5/. off from 14/. ; the price is reduced more than one-third ; I think we
8 March 1836. have about one-fourth more than the average produce.

3424. Supposing the prices to be at present, as you state, 44*., add one-fourth

to the 44*., which would be 11 s., that would bring you up to 55*-.—Yes.

3425. So that the present price, supposing you had kept all your wheat, and

had not sold it at the low prices, taking into consideration the largeness of the

harvest, is not very much under the fair price ?—Then we have been selling at

this price only last month ; we have disposed of a great deal of our produce at an

inferior price.

3426. Is it not generally the case that the farmers dispose of their produce of

corn at a low price ; that it is bought by the corn-factors, and then prices rise?

—

Yes ; but we are compelled to sell, having our payments to make.

34'27. The small farmers are more distressed than the large ones, are they not?

—No ; I think they are more benefited by the greater produce of wheat, because,

with a short crop, their seed and their own families consume the greater part

of their growth ; with a good crop, if they sell at a low price, they make more
money.

3428. That is because the low farmers cultivate a different description of land ?

—Yes.
3429. What description of land is that ?—The heavy clay.

3430. You have stated that the increased growth of corn was, in your opinion,

one of the causes of the distress of the farmer?—The cause of low price.

3431. You have stated that you consider that as the main cause of the distress

of the farmer ?—Yes.

3432. Since when has this increased growth of corn taken place?—The last

three years ; we have had three following years of good crops of wheat.

3433. Do you recollect the years 1828, 1829, 1830 and 1831 ?—I do not

recollect particularly the growth of those years, but about that time I know there

were some very deficient years as to the produce of wheat.

3434. Were the farmers in a flourishing condition in those years?—No, I

think not.

3435. In those years the small quantity of produce was against the farmers?

—

Their produce was of a very inferior quality at that time.

3436. Neither abundance appears to agree with you nor scarcity ; how is that ?

—On account of the heavy expense there is in cultivation.

3437. What occasions that heavy expense ?—The labour and the rates and the

tithes we have to pay,

3438. Is it not generally the case that thp farmer is better off with moderate

crops and good prices than with great crops and low prices ?—With average crops

and good prices.

3439. The price generally bears a proportion to the benefit he derives from the

increased quantity ?—Yes.

3440. Is your own farm in the Weald ?—No ; it is on the Hill.

3441. Are you agent or steward for properties in both?—No ; I am employed

in valuing farms and farming stock and implements.

3442. The Hills are chalk Hills ?—Yes.

3443. Is it in the Weald or on the Hills the farmer is most distressed now ?

—

Occupations in the Weald are very different from the Hill ; their capitals are not in

proportion to those on the Downs ; I think that the Weald farmers are more dis-

tressed than those on the Hills.

3444. The Down farmers have had some compensation in the price of their

sheep and their wool, have they not?—The price of sheep last year was very

inferior; the expense we are put to in maintaining our flocks will takeoff a great

deal of our return ; I am keeping part of my flock on oats, and my working oxen

on oil-cake.

3445. Has not the straw been remarkably abundant the last year?—No; I

never knew it worse with us.

3446. The price of your sheep stock is good, is it not?—No; it was very bad

last year.

3447 How is your wool?—The wool has improved since the fair last year; it

is now worth 53 s. a tod.

3448. Is that a considerable item in the produce of a Down farmer?—Yes, it is.

3449. Have
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3449. Have the rents in yonr part of the country, taking first of all the Weald, Mr. 7. Hudson.

been reduced considerably of late years?— Yes, they have. "

3450. To what extent?— In many instances to half. ^ March 1836.

3451. Since what time?—Since ihe year 1814.

34.52. From the highest time ?—Yes; I know in some instances they have been

reduced more than half.

34.53. Are you of opinion you still cannot farm at the present prices?—Cer-

tainly we cannot.

34.54. Are there considerable portions of the stiffer land that will hardly pay

any rent at those prices .'—Yes.

34,5,5. Have the rents upon the Down farms fallen in the same proportion?—

I

think that the falling otf has been one-third instead of one-half.

34.56. Would the stock farmers fare better, at present prices, taking wool and

sheep and every tiling into consideration, than the Weald farmers?—If they get an

average crop ; but the crops of barley and oats were so deficient last year.

34.57. Taking your chance of crops, suppose you had to give an opinion

according to the present prices as to what the rent of a farm should be to the

farmer, taking his chance of seasons, would the Down farms be able to hold their

present rents?—They would, better than the Weald, certainly; but I do not think

they would be able to go on for any great time.

34.58. You do not think, at the present rents, the farmers are making a profit even

on the Downs ?—No, I think not.

3459. Has there been much reduction in the expense of farming utensils or the

expense of artisans labour ?—No ; the charge is nearly as high as ever for the

carpenters', wheelers' and the smith's work.

3460. Have not wages been reduced ?—The day-men we employ by day-work

we have got down to iO*. a week ; but I am paying the same for task-work ; I am
paying 22 d. for threshing barley.

3461. You value farmers in and out?—Yes.

3462. Are you much employed in that —Yes.

3463. Have a great many farms been given up lately ?—Yes, there have beeu

some, but not a great number; when they do give up, the dividend is generally

very small.

3464. There is not a good dividend ?—No ; a very bad one ; there is a man on

the Downs, within the last two months, compounded with his creditors at 7 s. in the

pound.

3465. In instances in which that has occurred, has it been from the imprudence

of the farmer or the state of the times ?—The state of the times, undoubtedly.

3466. Have they been skilful, prudent, industrious farmers ? - Generally they

have ; not perhaps the most skilful, but they have been industrious persons.

3467. Generally speaking, the farmer is not living very extravagantly?—No;
that is altered very much for the better within the last ten years.

3468. There is no cause of reproving him upon that ground ?—No.

3469. Are the wages you mention given on fair competition, or is it found

prudent to give that rate of wages to satisfy the people ?— I think the probability

is, we might get it done at a less price if we were to select our people in the

market ; but the persons we employ are those who have lived in the parish, and

worked on the farm, and we think they cannot live for less.

3470. Does it arise trom any fear on the part of the farmers of any acts of out-

rage?—Decidedly not.

3471. You would have no fear of refusing those wages
;
you do not give them

merely because you thought it prudent to do so ?—Decidedly not.

3472. There is none of that apprehension in your part of the country?—No.

3473. Have you had any fires of late?—No.

3474. What do they pay for their cottages?—About 3/. a year.

3475. Do you think cottage rents in the east of Sussex are generally as low as

that?—That is what I pay at East Dean.

3476. Have most of them gardens?—Yes, small gardens ; we hire them of one

person at 3/; but Is. 6d. a week is a very common rent, with a garden.

3477. Do you think the labourers live as well as they used to do?—They never

lived so well.

3478. Do they eat as fine bread as they used to do ?—They eat as fine bread as

I do ; finer than they used to do.

464. z 2 3479- 1^0
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Mr. J. tJudson. 3479- ^0 the farmers live as well as they used to do ?—They live very well, but

__ not so extravagantly as they used to do.

8 MarcL 1836. 34S0. You do not know any instances of farmers who live very closely ?—I think

they live closely ; they raise their subsistence principally within themselves ; they

kill the sheep, pigs and poultry they feed ; I do not think their butchers' bills

are great.

3481. Do they live as well, in proportion to their condition, as the labourers ?

—

I think so.

3^82. It is your opinion that the farmers in the district with which you are

acquainted have reduced their expenses very much ?— Decidedly.

3483. What do you reckon the average value of the shearing of your own
sheep?—About 4-s-. a fleece, if the wool is Is. Gd. a pound.

3484. To what age do you keep your sheep?—We generally turn them off at

four years old.

3485. What do your sheep generally sell for?— Upon the average of years, our

best sheep will fetch about 245. each.

3486. How many sheep do you keep on an acre of ground ?— I cannot state that,

because we stock in large flocks, 600 or 700, and they go over certain quantities of

ground, and we feed them also on artificial food.

3487. Supposing a person had 100 acres of inclosed land, and a suitable

portion of down, how many sheep would he keep?— I have 450 acres of arable

land, and about the same quantity of down, and I keep 700 breeding ewes
;

900 sheep altogether.

3488. Should you say that there was, during the last three years, more or less

wheat grown in the country than latterly ?—I think there has been more grown
till last year,- this last autumn, I think, not so much ; because the summers have

been so favourable for the preparation of it, people are anxious to sow that which

they calculate they shall make most of.

3489. It is your opinion that, with the exception of the last wheat season, there

has been a greater breadth of wheat sown, and a greater crop produced, than

before that period ?—Yes.

3490. Taking those two circumstances together, do not you think that in a

great degree accounts for the low price of wheat ?— I think it does.

3491. Do not you think that the farms are as well cultivated now as they used

to be?— I think, on the Downs, they are, generally.

3402. The men on the Downs are generally well off for capital ?— I think that

they cultivate their farms well, where they have sufficient capital to carry it on.

3493. Are your poor-rates very much reduced ?—I think they will be this year,

when the new Poor Law is brought into operation.

3494. To what extent ?—We think it will be in some instances one-third, and

in some instances one-half reduced.

3495. And that without any severity on the poor man?— I think so; without

any severity.

34q6. Do you ascribe that eff"ect to the alteration of the law, or that the parishes

have looked after their rates more carefully ?— I think that they have looked after

their rates more carefully, and that the law has assisted them.

3497. You think the new system has worked well, both to the labourers and

the rate-payers?—Yes.

3498. The labourers are contented with it?—Yes; I think the best men are

contented with it, but not the worthless.

3499. What are the cases in which the poor men with large families have

assistance from the poor-rates?—Where a man has more than three children, they

give them the option of taking them into the house.

3500. Supposing he is not willing to part with them ?—In many instances,

formerly, their children have been kept at home in idleness, and not put to any

employment whatever ; now they are willing to let them get parish work on all

occasions.

3501. Would they not be willing, if they got something for their children's

work?—They are now willing their children should be employed.

3.502. Do you mean to say that assistance was used to be given to labourers if

they would not employ their children ?—Yes ; they used to have a certain stipend

allowed them weekly ; if we wanted one of their children they would not let

them come.

3503. What were your poor-rates?— 1 think 4i-. 6(1. in the pound, and 5s.

3504. You
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3504. You think they will come down to 2s. ?—Not tliis year, perhaps. Mr J. Hudson.

3505. How are the children removed from their parents taken care of in the

poorhouse?—Very well indeed ; there is a governor and a matron in each house. 8 March 1836.

3.506. Are they taught ?—We have not had a schoolmaster in the Nevvhaven
Union until last week ; he commenced his business, and they will be taught to

read and write.

3.507. In general, in the unions you are acquainted with, where the children

are placed separately in the poorhouse, you understand that provision is made for

their education?— Yes; we appointed a schoolmaster and a schoolmistress last

week for one.

3.508. Do you find that those who are in work and have so manj' children that

they cannot provide for them with the earnings of their work are contented to part

with some of their children?— In most instances they are not.

3509. In point of fact, you are not acquainted with a great many instances

where that has taken place ?—No ; I do not know of many.

3510. In those instances where it has not taken place has it been found that

the parents have chosen rather to go without the relief than part with their

children r—Yes ; but in some instances where the parents have sent their children

to us at Newhaven they have been to see them, and they say they are much better

off than they were at home.

3511. Are not the greater number of the children in the workhouse orphans or

illegitimate children?—Yes,

3512. At what age do you keep the children?— To any age at which they can
be provided for.

3513. Supposing there were orphans or illegitimate children, at how early an
age do j'ou take them in?— I take it the earliest we have are two and three years

of age.

3514. Do they give them any employ in the house?—We have not established

any employment yet.

3515. Up to what age do they keep them in the house?— If they can be pro-

vided for in no other way, till they can get into a service.

3516. At what age do you suppose that will be?—Twelve or thirteen or four-

teen years of age.

3,517. Are there many in your workhouse at that age?—There is only one boy
of 14. and others 10 or 11.

[^The Jritness h directed to uithdraic.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, One o'clock.

Die Jovis, 10° Marlii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Edward Stillingfleet Caykij, Esq., a Member of the House of Commons,
attending; is Examined, as follows :

?5l8. YOU sit for the North Riding of Yorkshire "?— I do.

3519. Have you made agriculture, and that which is connected with it, the
J>- "v fy. ^-sq.

subject of your study?—For some years I have, before I had a seat in .^, , 7,
Parliament, since that I have thought it my duty, not only to make especial

inquiries as to the state of the farming interests in m\" own county, but also as

extensively as I have been able, in every part of the United Kingdom.

3520. Have you considered every species of soil i*— I cannot say that I am
practically acquainted with the chemical analysis of soils, but 1 have made
inquiries of farmers occupying every species of soil.

3,521. You were a Member of the Committee of the House of Commons on

Agriculture, in 1833?— I was.

3522. Of course you know pretty well what was the state of agriculture and
the condition of the farmers at that time ?—I do.

3523. Do you think the farmers were in a prosperous condition in 1833, or the

reverse ?— I think very much the reverse.

3524. You think they were distressed at that time?—Yes, deeply so.

464.
"

z 3 3525. Were
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£. S. Ciii/lei/, Esq. 3;V-.T- Were they llien suifering from their losses?—They were.

• 352P- The question is hardly necessary,—are they better off now?—I would
10 March 1836. state, that in 1833, although the low-land farmers were suffering very much from

low prices, they were suffering almost as much for two or three years con-

secutively from a series of wet harvests, that so far diminished their crops that

they had scarcely any produce to bring to market. At the same time, however,

that the wet harvests were so destructive to the crops on the lo^v lands, the

high-land or upland farmer, who did not suffer from the wet harvests, reaped

the advantage of an abundant crop, whilst he received what may be termed the

scarcity price resulting from the injury done by those seasons to the clay lands.

Since 1833 the harvests have been entirely of a contrary description ; the

seasons have been dry, the low-land farmers have had better crops than have

existed on such soils, I believe, within the memory of man, and thus, by the

bounty q| Providence, they have been rescued from the full effects of the great

depression of price.

3527. What has been the state of the upland farmer since that time?—For the

first year subsequent to 1833 his condition was improved, in consequence of the

high price of wool, a high price caused by the great pestilence called tlie rot,

which began four or five years ago. There has been rather a decline in the

price of wool and of meat down to the last autumn ; therefore, the last two

years the upland farmer has been rather worse off, compared with the period

about 1833; and the low-land farmer is in some degree better off ; but that in

fairness is to be attributed, not to any increased expense which he has been able

to afford in cultivation, or to any increase of his own exertion, but rather, and in

my opinion solely, to the bounty of Providence.

3528. Taking all these circumstances into consideration, advantage and dis-

advantage, considering the state of the farmer now, do you think he can go on

at present prices ?— I should say that it is impossible that he can go on at present

prices on half the arable soils in the kingdom.

3529. Can he pay any rent at all on half the arable soils ?—In my opinion,

he cannot, excluding their connexion with grass land. My opinion is, that an

acre of arable, from time immemorial, has paid, and that it ought now to pay, its

expenses from its own produce. The advantage which the upland farmer has

had has been chiefly derived from his flocks ; those have been connected with

the grass part of his farm ; the profits on the grass have gone in some degree to

meet the losses on his arable ; and it is only in consequence of his sheep flock

that there has not been an entire loss even upon upland farms.

3530. He could not have got on so long but for the advantage of his grass

land?—Yes, that is my opinion; in conjunction with his turnips.

3531. Do you think the profit he has derived from his grass has gone to

counterbalance the loss upon his corn?—I think on the upland farms they have

gone in some degree to counteract the losses, in consequence of the adventitious

circumstance of the scarcity of sheep from the rot, which did not occur on the

upland farms ; and that having had the advantage both of crop and of flock

upon those farms, together with the circumstance of a scarcity price, I think the

upland farmers have been preserved up to a late period, to a considerable extent,

from the ill effects of really low price ; a state of things which will only continue

for them until the deficiency in the sheep flocks is supplied.

3532. What has been the effect on low-land farms with respect to setting off"

the profits on stock against the loss in corn?—Nothing but the good seasons, ^

—

extraordinary good seasons for him.

3533. Has that enabled him to meet the loss on his corn, being assisted by
the good seasons, and the profits on his cattle?— In my opinion they have made
his condition rather better than it was about 1833 ; but I think his prospects now
are worse than they were in 1833, because he cannot expect the continuance

of extraordinarily favourable harvests, and the price of wheat has lately been

nearly 20i'. lower than in 1833.

3,534. Have you any account of the cost of growing wheat in different sorts

of soils?—Since your Lordships have done me the honour to invite me to appear
before this Committee, I have written for the account of my own farm ; 1 have

•written also to three or four persons in the I^orth Riding, with whom I

am well acquainted, and in whose honour and respectability I have the fullest

confidence.

3535. Are you disposed to deliver in those accounts?— I urn.

3536. What
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3.536. Wliat is the .state of tlie farm in your own occupation?— It is on a small -E- -S'. Caykij, Esq.

farm of my father's, which 1 pay rent for; the size is al)out 200 or 270 acres;
two-thirds of it is grass land; it is entirely a sheep farm, a farm of that

«o March 1836.

description which ought to have derived benefit from the seasoas that have
taken place within the last six or seven years, taking into consideration the rot,

from which my flock did not suffer ; therefore I have had the advantage of
good prices for my wool and good prices for my sheep flock, which is the main
flock I keep.

3537. Is that light land?— It is what we call in Yorkshire a limestone height,

not a very productive soil, but one which will bear, under good cultivation,

about four quarters of barley and three quarters of wheat per acre, but peculiarly

sensitive to every change of weather ; it can scarcely have too wet a season.

3538. Will you have the goodness to produce the account of that farm ; is it

taken under your direction ?— It is taken from the books kept by my baijjff. I do
not mean to give this as a specimen ; for it is often said, on the one hand, that a
gentleman farmer has advantages which a greater capital will give him; and, on
the other, if he loses, that he is not so careful as a common farmer ; therefore I do
not think a gentleman's farm is any criterion of the state of the farming interest,

and I do not give it as such : at the same time, I may state that I have never
indulged in fancy farming, and that I do not believe the expenses on my farm to

be greater than usual. The account gives me the amount of 11 1. 2s. 2d. to meet
my rent in 1833.

.3539- What is the rent ?—One hundred and fifty pounds a year ; in 1834 there

was a loss of 39 /. 11 s. 5^ d. besides the rent ; in 1835 a loss of 49 /. 11 s. with-

out reckoning rent.

3540. It has been getting gradually worse ?—So it appears.

[77/e Account is delivered in,
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K. S. Cayky, Esq About six COWS are kept for the use of the house, but the produce of the dairy

couUl be bought at a cheaper rate, so they are not entered into the account,
10 March 1836. although perhaps they ought. I would repeat, thiat I give this account as no

exact criterion. All I can answer for undoubtedly is, that it has been a losing

concern to full the e.xtent here shown.

3541. Have you an account of the other farms?—Here are two accounts, one

only of which I should propose to deliver in ; the first I find is not the usual course

of cropping ; the usual course of cropping on land of that kind is turnips, barley,

.«;eeds and wheat; I find the first given to me is turnips, wheat, seeds, and either

oats or barley ; that is not the common course.

3542. Is that the account of a common farmer ?— It is.

3543. What sized farm did he rent ?—I should think he farms about 300 /. a year.

3544. VVill you state the result of that you are about to deliver in ?—The
result is stated at the close of the estimate. The prices are those of the last year.

The system of cultivation the four-shift.

3545. Do they use artificial manure?—^Yes. Tfithad not been for artificial

manure, the whole of this district would have been thrown out of cultivation long

ago ; that is, on the Wolds of Yorkshire, where bones have been brought into most

extensive use : and I do not hesitate to say, the use of bones since 1820 has raised

the value of limestone land in that district from 7 s. or 8 s. an acre up to 20 s.

[T//e Account is delivered in, and read, ami is asfollows ;]

Detailed Statement of the Mode of working One Acee of Land cultivated

on the Improved or Four course System;

EXPENDITURE.
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EXPENDITURE.
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£. 5. C(?(//(j/, E^q. 3.54<>- That does not include rent or interest of capital?—No, neither; the

prices were the actual sellino- prices.

10 March 1836. 3547- Have you any other account?— I have also an account, which 1 consider

a very interesting one, from the principal tenant of a nobleman in the North
Hiding. He gives the receipts and expenses for six years; and this farm is on a

corn-rent, which of course varies with the price of corn.

3548. Is that in an agricultural district?—Purely so; it is about eight or nine

miles from York.

3549. What is the acreage of the farm?—One hundred and four acres of

tillage, and 155 of sward. It is an account for six years ; the arable land is very

good, and the sward is much better tlian ordinary. In the township (wliich is a

small one) in which this farm is situa:ted, there used to be kept, 20 years ago,

upwards of 300 cows ;
now there are only 45 kept, in consequence of butter and

cheese and such articles selling so low.

355c. Is not there a demand for those articles in the city of York ?—Of course

there is a demand for butter, but there was equally a demand many years ago.

I compare the present with the former time, when 300 were kept, and there v\as a

profit on keeping them. '1 he account gives the gross incomings and outgoings of

each year.

[The Account in delivered in, and read, and is as follows .'I
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It is also phiin that the loss on the interest of capital, reckoning four per cent, only, E. S. Cmjiey, I »q.

during' the last six years, is no less a sum than 352/. 16s. lid., besides 514^. 8s. sacrificed .

by the landlord
; altogether a loss of 867/. 4s. lid. 10 Maicli 1836.
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£. S, Cffy&y, Esq. beyond Boroughbridge, on the Lseming-Iane road, which is a celebrated tract of
• land for fertility ; I wrote to the occupier to send me the cost of growing wheat

TO March 183(1. and other crops on an acre, according to the four-course system.

[The Account is delivered in, and read, and is as folloivs ;]

Cost of growing Wheat and other Crops upon good Soils by the Four-course System
of Husbandry.

\st Year.—Turnips.
1st Ploughing, three horses and two men - - - - - - -10
Five other ploughings, two horses and one man, at 6 5. - - - - 1 10

Large harrows, twice, at Is. 3</. - - - - - - - - -2
Drag-harrow, twice, at 3 s. - - - - - - - - - -6
Small harrow, four times over for each ploughing, twenty times, at 9 rf. - - 1

5

Raking and gathering couch, four times, at Is. 6 (f. _ _ . _ - 6

Ploughins: for seed furrow, and sowing, 7 s. 6d., seed 2s.- - - - -9
Ten loads of manure, at 8 s. ---.--^-..
Carting manure to the heap, and afterwards carting upon the land and

spreading _---.-.---_
Hoeing twice over --.-_.--_. -8
Statute labour, rates and land tax _______ -3

£

td Year.—Barley.
Twice ploughing, at 75. and 6 s. ______
Five times harrowing, at 9 d. ______
Seed, three bushels per acre, at 3s. 9 J. - - - . _

Drilling, 2s.; sowing clover seeds, rolling and weeding, 2s. 6rf.

Reaping 8 s. ; carting, stacking, &c., 5s. - - - . _

Threshing, five quarters, at 2s. -_--._
Winnowing, marseting, and delivery _____
Statute labour, rates and land tax _ - - _ _

Zd Year.-

White clover and other small seeds

Statute labour, rates and land tax -

-Seeds.

9 10 6

t. s.

~ 13
- 3

- 11
- 4
- 13
- 10
- 10
- 3

3 9-

£. s. d.

- 10 -
- 3 6

- 13 6

ith Year.—^Wheat.
Ploughing _------
Seed, three byshels, at 5 s. - - - _

Drilling, 2s. ; harrowing, 3s. - _ - _

Rolling, 6 <f. ; weeding 2 s. . - _ -

Reaping -_._-__
Carrying, stacking and thatching _ - _

Threshing 30 bushels, at 3 s. 6 d. -

Winnowing, marketing, and delivering -

Statute labour, rates and land tax - - ^

£. s.
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355(). How mucli per acre rent is paid for that farm r— I should say, that if half ;•:. .v. Caylcy, Esq.

J lands were thrown out of cultivation by wheat reniaininf>' at 5.?. a bushel, thisthe

land would still be able to pay probably 20*. an acre ; it is land that has been

usually estimated, I suppose, at about 40.y. an acre.

35,57- Whereabouts is his rent now?—He does not state that; I told him to

make the estimate without rent.

3558. One pound eij^ht shillings and sevenpence a year remain for each year?

—Yes ; for tithe, interest on capital, and rent. ',

3559. Have you another account?—Yes, from the same occupier ; the soil is

rather heavier, and not so well adapted for turnips ; it is cultivated according

to the three-course system.

[^llie Account is delivered in, and read, and is as follows:']

Cost of growing Wheat and other Crops upon good Soils by the Tiu-ee-course

System of Husbandry.

Is/ Year.—Fallow.

1st ploughing, four horses and two men - - -

Four other ploughings, at 10 s., 9 s .8 s. and?*-. -

Drag harrow, once .--_--
Large or ox harrows, once - - - - -

Small harrows, twice, at Orf.

Seven loads of manure, at 8*. _ - - -

Carting and spreading ------
Ploughing for seed furrow - - - - -

Seed, 2^ bushels, at as.

DriUing, '2s.; harrowing, Is. 6c?. -

Gripping, twice -------
Statute labour, rates and land-tax - - - -

10 Match i8:}t>.

- Vi -

1 14 -
- 2 -
-16
-16
2 16 -
- 10 6

- 7 -
- 12 6-36
- 1 -
- 2 6

7 4-

2t/ Year.—Wheat.

Rolling and weeding ------
Reaping, lOs. ; carting, stacking, thatching, &c. 5 s.

Threshing, 30 bushels, at 3 s. 6 rf. - - - -

Winnowing, marketing and delivering - - -

Statute labour, rates and land-tax - - - ^

Zd Year.—Oats.

Ploughing ------------
Seed, four bushels, at 2 s. 6 c?.

Sowing and harrowing ----------
Gripping (twice) -- --------
Reaping, 6 s. ; carting and thatching, 5 s.

Threshing, five quarters, atls. 4t?.

Winnowing, marketing and delivering -------
Statute labour, rates and land-tax - -/-

£,

Aggregate Cost.

1st year's fallow

2d year's wheat
3d year's oats -

£. s. d.

7 4-
2 1 1

2 9 8

11 14

£. s. d.

- 1 6

- l.j -
- 13 1-90
- 2 6

1 1

£.
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E. S. Cai/Uv, Esq; 356 1 . You stated that the low-lands were much better off than the up-lands ?

—

No; I only meant, in comparing their condition at the end of 1835, and when the
10 March 1836. Committee of the House of Commons sat in 1833, I think the up-land farmers

prospect is not so good as it was then ; whilst, in consequence or'the most abun-
dant harvests which have taken place within the last three or four years, generally

on the low-land farms (I woukl guard myself from saying abundant on all soils

and in all districts), the low-land farmer's condition is better comparatively than

in 1833.

3562. You state that you think that their prospects are not so good ; on what
account r— Because I think that three sucli years in succession as we have had are

not to be calculated upon in the ordinary course of things, and that with average
crops they will be totally unable to meet the difficulties arising from the decline

in price, amounting to 20*. per cjuarter since 1833.

3563. Have you ever made an estimate of what proportion that description of

heavy land bore to the lighter land in this kingdom.'^—That is a question I put

often to witnesses in 1833, and I have put it to witnesses in the Committee
of the House of Commons now sitting ; I think it very dithcult to ofter, from any
data I have seen, even an approach to an accurate estimate ; but in many
counties the average of the one species is quite as great as the other, and in some
greater.

3564. The wheat lands formerly were, a very large proportion of them, of the

heavy description, were they not ?—Until very lately those soils were peculiarly

the wheat lands ; they were anciently considered and described as wheat lands

;

in consequence of the bone husbandry in a great part of the wolds of Yorkshire and

of Lincolnshire, and in consequence of the drill system and the artificial manure
used in Norfolk and Suffolk, a great deal of land has been applied to the growth

of wheat which was not formerly ; but this has been going on from 15 to 20 years,

and in some cases more.

3565. It is generally considered that the product of the heavy soils determines

the abundance or scarcity of the supply of wheat; if it is a favourable year for the

heavy soils, ,it is generally a year of abundant wheat ?—Yes, generally speaking,

but depending at any given period on the proportion of the up-land soils growing

wheat; if the proportion of thenl growing wheat has been increased, that will

tend to afl'ect the conclusion to be drawn from a dry summer, that the harvest will

be abundatit. There is this peculiarity on the dry soils, the limestone soils in

particular, if we can get straw we are sure to get corn ; that is not the case on

the low-land farms. I should say, rather, that this might be laid down as a

rule, that the failure of the crop on the low-land farms, from a wet season, would

be in some degree compensated for by the benefit which the up-land soils derive

from such a season ; and vice versa, that the abundance in a dry season on the

heavy soils would be in some degree counteracted by the difhculty of growing

straw on the very light soils in such a season.

3566. If the wheat crop in England depends mainly on the heavy soils, not-

withstanding the great improvements lately made in the lighter, which has made
them produce more wheat than before, and we have had for the last three or four

years sea.sons peculiarly favourable to those heavy soils, does not that, in your

mind, account very much for the prices of wheat being low, as compared with

other articles ?—No. I have been a very attentive observer of the state of crops

as reported by the corn-factors from Liverpool and other places, and I have taken

pains to ascertain the state of the crops from private individuals in various parts

of the country ; I have had opportunities, not ordy of consulting farmers and

seeing them in many districts of the country, but of meeting them from every

part of the kingdom in the metropolis ; and I should say, taking the last three

crops into consideration, 1833, 1834 and 1835, and taking Ireland and Scotland

into the calculation (for though I believe the low-lands of this country had a

most abundant crop on the average of the three last years, the harvests in the

west of Scotland and in Ireland were on one or two occasions very adverse),

I should state, with respect to the crops generally of the United Kingdom, so far

as I have been able to ascertain them, 1 833 was scarcely an average, 1 834 was a

very abundant harvest, and 1835 was rather deficient. In consequence of the

lowness of price (which farmers may not be able to account for, and which

perhaps many of us may be mistaken in our ways of accounting for), the price of

wheat at the harvest of 1835 remaining depressed, it led to a most improvident

consumption of wheat ; it was used for pigs, it was used for beasts and for horses,

a practice
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•d practice whicli be^an to a triflinj^ extent about two years ago. In this country £. S. Cavliy, Esq.

there has been an antipathy, tor a long series of years, to use wheat for any other

purpose but the food of man; but tlie low prices continuing, and it being necessary lo March 1836.

for the farmer to look to any source of profit, or any means, if possible, to prevent

a loss, he has resorted very generally, within the last six months, to the use of it

for other purposes than the food of man. • 1 should, therefore, attribute the late

rise in the price of wheat partly to the deficient harvest of 183-5, partly to the

improvident consumption of it for other purposes than the food of man, and

partly to a very general feeling, a feeling supported by every witness brought

Wore the Committee now sitting in the House of Commons, that there is a much
less breadth of wheat sown for the coming crop than there has been in previous

years ; and taking all these circumstances into consideration, I believe they will

mainly account for the late rise in the price of wheat, which rise of price I should

say has received a check and undergone a fall for the last two weeks.

3567. Which was the bad season you spoke of in Ireland?— I think the last;

last year was a very bad harvest, and in the west of Scotland also.

3568. In the last year was it not the opinion of farmers that the crop pro-

mised much better than it turned out on reaping ?—Yes ; there are two circum-

stances that operated against the yield of this year ; the one was a very violent

storm which occurred in June, and laid a great deal of the wheat, from which it

never recovered, in many instances ; the damage done was immense. In the

north I do not believe that the storm did so much harm, but the season was

rather late before the corn was fit for ripening, in consequence of continued bleak

weather during the summer ; then came a sudden fit of very fine weather, which

tended to ripen the corn prematurely, and consequently the sample is shrunk, so

that in most lands, except those very particularly situated in the north, 1 believe

about five bushels will go into four of the year preceding.

3569. Is it not the fact also, that on threshing out in a shrunk state, not only

there is less in quantity, but that the same quantity in measure produces less wheat

and a less quantity of flour?— Yes, I should say so ; but I have heard, never-

theless, although t do not exactly know on what grounds, that this year, generally,

is not a bad one for millers.

3570. Do you mean to say that a bushel of wheat, partially shrivelled and

weighing comparatively light, will produce as much flour as a bushel of plump

wheat?—No, I do not say that, nor do I give my own authority upon the subject;

doubtless, as a general rule, the quantity of bran is gTeater and the quantity of

flour smaller produced from a bushel of shrivelled wheat than from a bushel of

plump well-filled wheat.

3571. Should not you rather conclude from that, that if a sample of wheat is

called a good one, the wheat is not much shrunk?—Yes; but the sample has not

been generally good ; I spoke of a larger quantity of ears being necessary to fill

the bushel in some districts ; and this I cannot speak of as attending markets, but

partly from the information of others, and also having gone into my own barn and

asking the men who have been threshing ; and I take it the thresher is the best

authority upon this subject, particularly when he threshes for so much a bushel.

3572. How are rents paid now in the north?—In my opinion they are much
better paid than they ought to be.

35 73' Why do you say they are much better paid than they ought to be?

—

Because a great deal of rent must come out of the tenant's capital ; and besides,

I understand from tradesmen of agricultural towns, that farmers leave their bills

unpaid in order to scrape together the rent.

3574. Are the tradesmen in the towns badly off" in consequence?— I have

made that a particular subject of inquiry, and I find wherever I go, tradesmen,

who were perhaps seven, eight or ten years ago anxious to have the corn laws

taken off to reduce the prfce of corn, are now anxious to sustain the price

of corn, because of the disastrous condition of the farmer, produced by a

decline of price.

3575. Y^ou say rents are better paid than they ought to be
; have any

of the tenants been broken up ?—As far as I can hear, and I have ipade Very

extensive inquiries upon that point, I should say, if the landlords were to press

for all their arrears, there are very few tenants that could stand up against the

demand. There has been a great change of tenantry.

3.576. Have rents been reduced very much?—That depends so much upon

the quality of the land ; if you compare some of the up-land soil with the rent

• 404, A A 4 It
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£. S. C'ut/fj/, Esq. it bore 15 or 20 years ago, before the improvements were made in con-
'

. sequence of bone husbandry, the rent has perhaps not been much reduced, nor

JO March 1836. required to be so much reduced. The rents upon those farms, liowever, have

been reduced within the last six or seven years, although they have been sustained

likewise by the scarcity price of wool and sheep ; but the rents on cold clay farms

are, in many instances, reduced from 4C0/. a year to 150/.; and 1 have heard

of instances where landlords have even offered a certain sum to a tenant to take

a farm, paying no rent.

3577. Has that been frequent?—Not yet perhaps very frequent, on account of

the good crops of the last three years ; but I have frequently heard of instances

of a reduction of from 400/. to 100/. per annum, and that not on the cold clays

only.

3578. Can you give any opinion what proportion of the country those form?

—

No ; but the heavy lands form a very large portion ; and, as I stated before,

they are the ancient wheat lands.

357Q. In what condition are the poor?—In my own immediate district, the

state of the poor, those who are in employment, ought to be very good, because

I am not aware that in any of the parishes immediately in my own district we pay

less than from 12*. to 14*. a week throughout the year ; but I believe that high

rate of wages arises in a great degree from a very extensive drainage under Act of

Parliament having been undertaken 15 or 20 years ago; the land which was

drained having been before almost uncultivatable ; the population, therefore,

would be small compared with the present demand for labour, in consequence of

a new district being brought into cultivation. This deficiency has tended to

raise and to sustain the price of labour in that particular district.

3580. What is the state of the labourers in general where they have not that

advantage ?—I should say, generally speaking, the state of the labourers who
are in employment is or ought to be good ; but there are various circumstances

to be taken into consideration with respect to the labourers' present condition.

I feel confident that the rate of wages is not that which the farmer can afford to

give, but rather what he thinks the labourer ought to have, to keep body and soul

together. There was in our country a system of roundsmen. The farmers knew
if they did not employ the labourers, they should have to pay for them in their

rates, therefore they chose rather to take the labourers. But if the capital of the

tenant be trenched upon, and he be paying rent out of capital, I take it, a part of

his expenses must come out of capital also, and that the labourers' wages are

just as much out of the capital of the farmer as the rent is out of his capital

:

thus the legitimate fund for the employment of labour is gradually wasting away

;

and I cannot conceive a more dangerous notion to prevail, than that the labourer

is to be congratulated on account of an apparent prosperity which he is enjoying

at the expense of his master's capital. It is the doctrine of the spendthrift, who
draws on his principal instead of his interest. The welfare of the master cannot

decline without his labourer eventually suffering with him. So strongly do I feel

this, that if I wished to produce discord where harmony existed, or to sow the

seeds of discontent and disorganization where a happy and well-aflTected state of

society prevailed, I could not conceive or contrive a plan so eminently suited to

my purpose as establishing a state of things which should have, in the first

instance, the appearance of separating the interest of employer and employed,

thus engendering a distance and enmity between them, a state of things ending

in the ruin of the master, and the disemployment of the labourer.

3581. If the employer is deprived of his proper remuneration, the necessary

consequence is, that the labourer must in time be deprived of his employment

;

must he not ?— Certainly. There may be an apparent discrepancy for a time in

their interests, but it is transitory and fallacious ; there must, in the long-run, be

a complete identity of interest between the employer and the employed.

3582. Is the country in that state that you think the present wages must be

reduced, if things go on in their present course?— I think, if the present prices

remain, not only wages must be reduced, but that the agricultural labourer must

be thrown altogether out of employ ; for though the tenants will, for a number

of years together, in consequence of their attachment to their homes, remain on

their farms when they are occupying them at a loss, that state of things must

come to an end. First of all, they exhaust their own capital to pay rent; then

they borrow of their friends, and run bills with their tradesmen ; but that kind of

system cannot last for ever; the fund being at last entirely exhausted, the labourer

must
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tnust be thrown out of employment, and when he is thrown out of employment E. S. Caj/ley, V.sq.

he must either emigrate, or he probably will set himself to some mischief or

other at home. 'o ^'a'ch 1836.

3583. What has been the effect of the Poor Law in your country?—The effect

of the Poor Law in my own district is next to nothing; from the poor-rates being

so low, we may imagine that the management of the poor has been better than it

has been in the south. So far as the north of England is concerned, the Poor

Law Amendment Act can hardly be said to have come into operation.

3.584. There is nothing in the Poor Law Bill which can prevent the evils to

which you allude?— No. I have inquired what the effect of the Poor Law has

been in different places where it has come into operation, and I find that it has

tended very much to reduce the rates. The question I have put to agricultural

witnesses before the House of Commons and to other parties has been this : In

what way lias the rate been reduced ? and I think the greatest part of the answers

has been, that a labourer prefers leaving his parish to going into the workhouse,

but that tiie reduction has not arisen from any greater capacity on tlie part of the

farmer to employ the labourer. The truth is, the great amount of poor's-rate

(except where the management has been wantonly extravagant) is a symptom of

the distress, not a cause of it.

3585. What will be its effect when the new law is in full operation all over the

kingdom, and there is no parish to which they can go where it is not in operation?

—My opinion is, that it never can come into full operation whde the present

prices and profits, or rather losses, remain. I was a supporter of this Bill in Par-

liament ; but I took the liberty of telling Lord Althorp, the proposer of it, in my
place at the time, that although I was favourable to an amendment in the admini-

stration of the poor law, I was perfectly convinced it never could come into full

operation while there was a want of employ for the labourer ; that his first step

should be to make agricultural produce remunerating; that I did not believe

there was one labourer too many in the United Kingdom ; that all might be

brought into employ under prices that would remunerate the farmer ; that he

might then, under the blind of a state of prosperity and full employment, gradually

introduce a more economical system, which, however beneficial to the landlord

and farmer, no one could doubt would be, for a time at least, unpopular among
the labourers.

3586. Do not you think the alteration of the law of settlement may have

opened a new market for the employment of agricultural labourers ^—In the

north no great change is perceptible from the alteration in the law of settlement.

I understand that the factory commissioners have induced agricultural labourers

from the south to emigrate to tl;e north ; but I conceive, that although that is

very advantageous to the labourer for a time, yet, in consequence of the fluctua-

tions in trade, he may very likely be ultimately in a worse condition than he is

now.

3587. In what state generally are the tradesmen in the towns surrounded by

agricultural districts?—Many of them have been bankrupt, and the complaints of

those which remain have been loud for some few years, that the farmers, who were

their best customers, are gone.

358S. Have you found that in many instances?—Wherever I have inquired ;

and I have made that a particular subject of inquiry, for I connect them entirely

with the agricultural interest ; I look upon the persons making the plough and

other articles for the farmer, as much part and parcel of the agricultural interest

as the soil and the seed.

3589. Have you found, in examining witnesses in the Committee of the House

of Commons, that it has been very common for labourers, where unions have been

formed, to go into other parishes where there were not unions r—They had been

generally sent to railroads, or emigrated to some other places : the lowering of

the rate was not in consequence of a greater capacity on the part of the farmers

to employ them.

3.590. 'Did you find, from the evidence, that they had left the unions, or only

that they were supposed to be likely to do it ?—That they had done it.

3591. You are aware that some parts of the country are quite under the

operation of the unions, while they have not equally extended to the north ?

—

Some of them state, that in a tew instances the factory commissioners have induced

some of them to emigrate to the north, but that, generally speaking, they had

lett the parish from a dread of the workhouse system ; and where they are

464, B B
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E. S. Caylev, Esq. gone I (lo not know, whether to the immediately adjoining parishes or to the

factories, or seeking their livelihood in some other way.

10 March 1836. 359^. From the statement yon have made respecting the rate of wages and the

employment of labourers, it may be fairly supposed that the demand for labour

generally through the country has been gradually increasing, including manufac-

turers and that description of labour?—Within the last year or so, according to

the best information 1 have received, the manufacturers have been doing better

;

they call for more laboin-ers, and railroads take oft' a great many.

3593. Do not you apprehend, under those circumstances, the farmer, instead of

being able to reduce his wages, will be obliged to keep up a rate of wages which

he cannot aflbrd to pay, in order to secure having any labourers at all r—Un-
doubtedly it will have that etfect ; and that is one of the worst effects of an unre-

munerating state of prices, that it tends to separate the interest of the labourer

and the occupier of the farm.

3594. Have you, in point of fact, heard any apprehension of the kind expressed

by the farmers in Yorkshire?— I have heard something very similar to it in prin-

ciple expressed. There is a very general desire throughout England for a poor

law for Ireland, with a view to keeping the poor of that kingdom in their own
country, and to prevent their interference with the labourers in this country.

Now, though that might operate extremely well in the populous districts in the

southern counties, where there is a surplus of labour, yet in Lincolnshire and the

East Riding of Yorkshire they depend frequently for their harvest work on

reapers from Ireland, and consequently the position of those farmers, without

reference to the general question of the identity of interest between the occupier

and labourer, might throw a doubt, so far as their immediate interest is con-

cerned, as to the expediency of a poor law for Ireland, if that effect (which I am
inclined to dispute) of retaining the labourers in Ireland were to follow ; because

then labour at harvest time would be scarcer, and a higher price have to be paid

for it.

3595. Are you of opinion there are persons who have been induced to work for

less wages than formerly, rather than go into the workhouse ?—With respect to

the lowering of wages hitherto, in consequence of the Poor Law Amendment Act,

I can hardly speak ; but that it must be the result, unless counteracted by extra-

neous sources of demand for agricultural labour, is evident. With respect to the

general fall of wages, I would say, that though the rate of wages has gradually

gone on declining, I look upon this as the most difficult part of our position at

present ; there has been an impossibility to reduce the expenses of cultivation

compared with the prices of produce ; and the main difficulty is the impossibility

and the danger of reducing the national rate of wages after they have once been

raised.

3596. You have not heard in your part of the world of labourers, instead of

receiving 8 s. in some places and 10*. in others, working at a reduced rate of 6 5. a

week, for instance?—The result of my inquiries has been what I stated before,

that up to the present time the tendency has been for the labourers to emigrate

from their own parishes to avoid being sent to the workhouse under the new sys-

tem. This is in the south. In the north, emigration has taken place most exten-

sively to America, in consequence of deficient employment in agriculture.

3597. The high wages given by the manufacturers and speculators in railroads

are prejudicial to the farmer?— I can hardly say that they will be prejudicial in

the long-run ; but for the time being they do prevent the general adjustment of

the rate of agricultural wages.

3598. They prevent his bringing wages to the level he can aflbrd to pay?

—

Yes. But I would guard myself from being supposed favourable to such a reduc-

tion of wages as would be unequal to the decent and comfortable support of the

labourer and his family; it is mainly because I saw the difficulty of adjusting a

high rate of wages to a low rate of prices, so as in the end to be just or beneficial

to either the payer or receiver of wages, that I have been favourable to a system

which would sustain prices higher than their present level.

3599. How are the artisans paid ; do they charge the same prices they did ?

—

To a great extent they do ; there is another ditficulty in the condition of the

farmer; the blacksmith, the carpenter, the wheelwright, who used to charge in

proportion to the state of prices 15 or 20 years ago, are now compelled to charge

the same or nearly the same prices. It is a very natural question to put, " WHiy

are those people receiving such high prices for their work? Why is not there

competition
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competition for this apparently good trade, which can charge high prices out of E. S. Caylcy,lLi<\.

low-priced materials ?"' Yet the fact is, these parties become ruined almost as

much as the farmers. 10 March 1836.

3600. How do they become ruined ?—They are obliged to charge a high price

to their good customers, to meet the bad debts of their other customers. Now and.

then a farmer of very large capital may beat down the prices charged by these

artisans by a threat of withdrawing his custom, which they cannot afford to lose;

so he gets, individuall)', his work done lower, while his poorer brethren are

obliged to pay the old rate ; they are not in the position to command the same
terms ; and this disproportionate power of capital in a declining state of things is,

I fear, not confined to agriculture alone.

3601 .—Do you find that their bad debts are very frequent ?—Yes, very frequent.

The best judges, perhaps, of the real condition of the farmers' welfare is the country

doctor or the country apothecary. Whenever I have an opportunity of seeing those

people, particularly if they have lived in the neighbourhood for years, I ask them
the question respecting the farmers' condition ; they see the farmer at all times,

and often under trying circumstances, under domestic affliction, or themselve,s,

perhaps, on their dying bed ; they then communicate to those men what they may
not have communicated to others; and they know, from sad experience, the wretched ^

state of the farming interest; they also know from their own receipts ; and I have

frequently heard from those men it is almost impossible to get in their debts ; one
says, I have 2,000/. to get in, and 1 cannot get it ; and another 1,500/., and I

cannot get it in ; the farmers cannot pay me ; and I think the condition of the

country apothecary is almost as bad as that of the farmer himself

3602. That applies to persons having farmers for their debtors r—Any person

who depends for payment on a farmer, except it be a landlord whose estate is

peculiarly situated, or unless he have had a pinching steward, or unless he have
other independent resources, must be in a depressed state.

3603. The manufacturers are apparently very prosperous now r—They are said

to be very prosperous. I confess having made the manufacturing interest a matter

of study, and their condition a matter of investigation, although not to the same
extent as the agricultural ; I believe their present prosperity in a great measure
owing to the enlarged issues of a number of joint stock banks, especially in Lan-
cashire, which I understand push out their notes in a most imprudent manner; the

only prudence they seem to show is in refusing accommodation to farmers.

3604. Do they afford an assistance which the other banks do not?— I put this

question to a Liverpool man lately, well acquainted with the state of Lancashire,

having been 40 years in trade—" Do these joint-stock banks accommodate farmers

as well as the manufacturers?" " No," he said, " they will not trust farmers."

I said, " Do you remember the country bankers, previous to the resumption of

cash payments in l8l'J, when they accommodated farmers pretty freely?" He said

he did. I said, " Do you think the joint stock banks lately brought into opera-

tion in Lancashire accommodate the manufacturers now as freely as the country

banks used to accommodate the farmers during the paper system?" He said,

" I think they accommodate them much more freely." That being the case, I, for

one, would say,—though my name is connected in some measure with the desire

for an enlarged paper currenc)^, I have never wished to see a paper currency

without a substantial basis on which to rest,— I think if these joint-stock banks

proceed in this manner, and especially if we have them established also in the

agricultural districts, and they there act on the same principle, that there will be

a crash, as there was in 1825, which was the necessary consequence of issuing so

much paper money on a contracted standard of value. To increase paper money
securely, and to raise prices permanently, you must have a standard adapted to

the prices and circulation you require.

3605. Do you say you think the bankers are more disposed to give accommo-
dation to the farmers now?—No; to the manufacturing interest, and not to the

farmer.

3606. You say that agriculture is to be considered as distressed, and manu-
factures in a state of prosperity ; can that state of things go on long; is not there

an identity of interest between the two ?—It used formerly to be considered that

there was a complete identitv of interest between the manufacturer and the

agriculturist, and so long as an interchange of commodities took place between the

home manufacturer and the agriculturist, and the interchange was confined to

these parties, the principle of the complete identity of interest could not be well

4^4. B B 2 doubted
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£. 5. Crtj//fj/, Esq. doubted: but when there is a great export trade, the party with whom the

merchants conduct business is not the farmer at home, but a person living abroad ; I

10 March 1836. conceive, therefore, that there may not be at all times an identity of interest

between the manufacturer and the home agriculturist ; and I think that they are

mistaken who make the prosperity of the manufacturers always a criterion that

agriculture is or ought to be in a prosperous condition. I remember it being stated

by Mr. Huskisson, I think in 1822, that though agriculture was in a very

adverse state, exports had very much increased within the last three years ; I

think he made the same statement about 1828 ; Mr. Poulett Thomson made the

same remark in 1833. I find at each of those different periods, when the opinion

was expressed that agriculture ought to be prosperous, or at least ought not to be

cast down, because there had been a large export for two or three years preceding,

in each of those periods agriculture was in a state of woful depression ; so indeed

was the manufacturing interest ; so that the amount of exports appears to be no

criterion either of agricultural or manufacturing prosperity.

3607. Do you find that after agriculture has been in distress for two or three

years, though at first manufactures have been prospering, they have in turn par-

ticipated in the distress ?—Up to a very late period I think that has been the case
;

but of late our foreign trade has increased so much that it may in some degree

modify opinion on that point ; but if I were asked the question, which is the best

state of things for the manufacturer ? I should say that the greater quantity of

demand coming from the home trade, which is a much more certain source of cus-

tom to him than the foreign demand, by way of putting the manufacturing interest

into the best possible state, the first thing to do would be to improve the condition

of the home market, the main part of which consists of the agricultural interest

;

for the return of prosperity to the agricultural interest and the home market would,

I have no doubt, far more than counterbalance any loss the export manufacturer

might be supposed to experience from any rise of price tending to decrease the

foreign demand ; a rise of price, however, from the source which I wish it to pro-

ceed from, would increase rather than diminish our foreign trade.

3608. The home market is considered the best and most extensive, is it not ?— It

is very extensive ; I made, two or three years ago, a comparison between the

e.xtent of the manufacturing and the agricultural interest, and I expressed the

opinion as follows, in the House of Commons :
— " My opinion is, that the numbers

connected directly and indirectly with the agricultural interest is very much under-

rated, and purposely underrated, in order to give undue importance to the export

trade. I contend that 20,000,000 out of 25,000,000 of the people of these islands

are directly interested in the well-being of agriculture, and in its relief from its

present depressed state in consequence of the fall in prices. I do it on these

grounds, taken from the Population Returns of England, Scotland and Wales :

Agricultural occupiers ..---- 1,500,000

Agricultural labourers 4,800,000

Mining interest 600,000

6,900,000

Manufacturers 2,400,000

Millers, bakers and butchers 900,000

Artificers, builders, &c. 650,000

Tailors, shoemakers and hatters . . . - ] ,080,000

Shopkeepers 2,100,000

Clerical, legal and medical 450,000

Disabled paupers 110,000

Proprietors, annuitants ------ 1,116,398

6,406,398

Now, taking the manufacturers at 2,400,000, in round numbers, as one-third of the

6,900,000 agriculturists and miners, I apportion the 6,406,398 individuals last

mentioned as interested in or employed, two-thirds by the agriculturists, and one-

third by manufacturers. This will add 4,077,000 to the agriculturists, and

2,316,000 to the manufacturers, making 10,977,000 agriculturists, and 4,716,000

inanufacturers. But of this number of manufacturers half at least are employed

Y • (it
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(it is generally said four-fifths) by the agricultural body and its dependencies. E.S.Cayley,^i<\.

This will deduct 2,.'3.38,00O from tlie aggregate manufacturing interest, and leave _
only 2,358,000 as the purely or ratlier export manufacturing body, whilst it makes 10 March 1836.

the agricultural body and its dependencies amount to 13,3:35,000. JBut here

Ireland i.s left out of the question, which may be called a strictly agricultural

country—Ireland, whose very existence almost depends on supplying us with

corn. Add 8,000,000, the population of Ireland, to the above 13,335,000, you

have a total of 21,335,000 as the real agricultural interest of Great Britain and

Ireland, compared with not more than 3,000,000, at the outside, of the export

trade. And the whole of this body of 21,000,000 is interested in a remunerating

price for agricultural produce."

3609. Taking your figures, supposing them to be correct, on a subject evidently

on which absolute precision is impossible, that 21,000,000 are connected with

agriculture, and 3,000,000 are connected with the foreign trade, is not the

other state of the case true, that the 21,000,000 engaged in agriculture depend

very much for those remunerating prices they so much desire upon the success of

the labours of 3,000,000 employed in what you call foreign trade ?—There is

no doubt that our agriculture is dependent in part, for the prices of its produce, on

the demand of those who may be considered as belonging to the foreign trade

;

vet, as the home market is far the largest for our manufactures, it follows, I think,

that more manufacturers are identified with the home than the foreign trade. I

know it is very difficult to distinguish between what is manufactured for one mar-

ket and for the other ; but still the position, in the way of argument, is not less

correct on that account. Now agriculture being connected with this larger portion

of the manufacturing body, so its prices will have reference to the condition of this

part of the manufacturing class ; and since this class had its first origin in the

wants and demands of the cultivators of the soil, and continues to look to the

agricultural body (which in fact forms the basis of the home market) as its richest

customer, so the measures which may conduce to the prosperity of that richest

customer are beneficial to the interests of that manufacturing class. Thus agri-

culture is the first link in the chain of those mutual dependencies which constitute

that solid and inseparable identity of interest between the manufacturers and

agriculturists of our home market. Doubtless any addition to the manufacturing

class which works for foreign parties, and yet spends money at home, so far tends

to increase the demand for agricultural produce ; and to this extent, and the extent

is limited, the agriculturists are interested in the prosperity of the foreign trade.

What I contend for is, that the comparatively smaller advantages which

agriculture derives from the export trade will not counterbalance or make up for

any general dislocation of home industry ; we ought not, therefore, to be prevented

remedying any such dislocation by the objection that it may possibly tend to check

the increase of our foreign trade ; for the home trade is our mainstay, the foreign

an adjunct ; and the larger market should not be sacrificed to the smaller, supposing

the case of a collision of interest existing between them.

3610. If this were a country in which this mass of wealthy persons and the

active capital employed in what you call foreign trade did not exist, would

not the cultivator of land in England be like the cultivator of land in Poland and

Germany, without the means of having those comparatively high prices which

now prevent this country receiving foreign corn?— I have not stated, that I am
aware, any thing against the advantage which the agriculturists derive from the

custom of that body ; but that their interests cannot always be said to be entirely

identified, because their transactions are not reciprocal ; the exporter is obliged to

consult the wishes and capacities of parties abroad, rather than the necessities of

the agriculturist here ; his selling interest, which is his chief one, is foreign; his

buying interest only, home.

3611. In that view of the case, does it not instantly follow that the interests of

the whole are identified ; that it is desirable for the commercial interests that the

agriculturists of the country should be fairly remunerated ; and that it is, on the

other hand, for the interest of the agriculturist not to push that remuneration

beyond what will enable the merchant and manufacturer to carry on his beneficial

trade, without which, again, the farmer cannot maintain his prices r—That is

undoubtedly true; but there is a much greater danger which threatens us; viz.

that the export manufacturer, being perhaps compelled to sell very low in the

foreign market, may be able to induce the Le^iislature to deprive agriculture of

its protection, by which means its prices would be reduced by much more than
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E.S. Cayky, Esq. the custom of the export trade tends to raise them ; thus an export trade may have
a diametrically opposite interest to the great body of the agriculturists of this

10 March 1836. country. It has always appeared to me that the principles I have here ventured

to lay down may be illustrated by supposing Manchester and Liverpool cut off

from the rest of the kingdom ; Manchester being the cotton manufactory for the

world, and Liverpool its carrier. I can easily conceive Manchester thriving under
that state of things, as I can conceive of Liverpool also thriving after the fashion

of places in ancient times, such as Tyre, Carthage, Venice, Genoa, and otiiers ;

but I think their interest would not then appear to be connected with the other

parts of the kingdom from which they had been cut otf ; they might thrive, indeed,

for a time, perhaps for a long time ; but still I think they would be liable to all

those transitions of trade to which others have been subject, and would not have
a large liome market to fall back upon. Their prosperity would not be so

permanent, in my opinion, as if they remained connected with a rich countr}',

"where a large amount of capital was invested in the soil, which must create

an abiding interest in the soil, and the wealth continually springing from which
must increase the only source of demand which can be considered seciire or

permanent. I have no objection, very much the reverse, to the export trade as an

adjunct, but I object to it in the light of the great base on which we are to found

legislative enactments.

3612. It is clearly for the interest of the surrounding cultivators of the soil that

the manufacturers should thrive ?—Undoubtedly.

3613. Do not you consider it, therefore, the duty of the Legislature so to

regulate the laws which aft'ect the important interests of the country, that both

interests should be fairly protected?— Yes, there is no doubt of that; but when
it is said that the ag;iicultural interest is benefited by the prosperity of the manu-
facturing, I say there may be a state of things in which the larger number may
not be benefited by what I should consider the peculiar or temporary interest of

the smaller part of the population, the 3,0U0,U00 of manufacturing exporters

;

what I protest against is, the doctrine that tlie condition of the manufacturing

interest, in connexion with the export trade, should be always taken as a criterion

of the condition of the agricultural interest.

3614. Though the manufacturer may be so isolated, and having the benefit of

machinery and his steam power, he might be fed from abroad, would not his being

so fed from abroad, and not having the power of supplying himself from the

growth of his own country, expose him to occasional dearth and famines, arising

from the possible uncertainty of foreign supply, from the uncertainty of seasons,

as well as political causes which might impede his supply; would it not be to

him a most dangerous position to exist in a country, although he might for some
time be fed from abroad, if that country had not the power of supplying food for

itself?—That is certainly my opinion ; the export manufacturer, however, does

not always look upon this matter in that point of view.

3615. Do not you consider, upon the whole, the present system of Corn Laws, as

they exist in this country, to operate fairly between those interests, as fairly as

any artificial system which can be introduced ?—In my opinion the present corn

law is nearly perfect; it might, perhaps, be improved in a few of its details; for

instance, the graduated scale should never fall, perhaps, below Qs., because the

falling so low as Is. gives rise to great speculations; I do not believe the

consumer would pay any dearer for his corn, and the revenue would materially

benefit by such an alteration. I am against meddling, however, with the corn

laws ; they have given the farmer, of late years, every advantage he can derive

from a corn law ; and it is just possible that if we begin altering we may end by

having a much worse.

3616. Have you turned your attention to ascertaining what is the value of the

produce of the land in a year?—Of lute years the usual estimate of the gross

produce has been about 200,000,000, but I hardly knovy on what ground

;

I should be inclined to think it exaggerated.

3617. The greatest portion of that must be exchanged for manufactures?—For

labour and manufactures.

3618. So that if the farmer is benefited by the manufacturer, the manu-
facturer is benefited in an equal if not a greater degree by the farmer?

—

Certainly.

3619. To what do you attribute the distress wliicii has taken place in agricul-

ture?— I attribute the distress to the fall of prices.

3620. Of
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3620. Of all produce, or of some articles ?—That is rather a broad cjuestion ; £. S. Caj//ey, Esq.

I should say that the prices of all a;^ricultural produce are really low; there is

a distinction to be made between wheat and other grain, and meat and wool ; my '° March 1836.

opinion of wheat is, that it has been lately perhaps rather lower than was to be

expected, in consequence of the resumption of cash payments; I believe that

barley, and oats, and beans, and meat and wool, are higher in consequence of

scarcity. The two jears preceding this, as I said before, were dry years ; those

dry years operated very disadvantageously for barley, and in many districts for

oats ; the drought during the last summer operated very much against the growth

of hay and of turnips ; stock fell last autumn in the south 30 per cent, in conse-

quence of the failure of the turnip crop, which much prevailed. There has been

since Christmas a rise in the price of meat, wholly inconsequence of the deficiency

of winter food ; and therefore the present price of meat I consider a scarcity

price. The price of wool was operated on, I believe, entirely, three or four years

ago, by the rot which took place among the sheep flocks; during the years 1830
and 1831 it was estimated that one-fourth part of the flocks was cut off by that

pestilence ; parishes which had 2,000 or 3,000 sheep were left without one.

3621. Did that prevail in the north as well as in the south?—All over the

kingdom; land that had never given the rot within the memory of man produced

it in those years; one year of wet will not produce rot generally; it requires

a succession of wet seasons, as we had in 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831, to produce
it generally. The sheep flocks of this country have, I believe, been estimated

at about 32,000,000 ; 8,000,000 of sheep had to be supplied. The price of

wool immediately before those v/et seasons was 8 .y. or 95. a stone ; it rose, in con-

sequence of the scarcity, in a short time to 30*. and 32s. a stone ; that price being

sustained for about two years, it had rather a tendency to decline up to a few

months ago. I think probably the stimulus in the manufacturing districts ma}'

have tended to prevent a great fall since that time. The flocks, however, are not

yet made up. Besides, we were given to understand the other day, in our Com-
mittee, by Mr. Smallpiece, who is the largest sheep-dealer, I believe, in the

kingdom, purchasing to the extent of 40,000 sheep in a year, that there was
a short clip last year; and a short clip is anticipated also this year, in consequence

of the dehciency of turnips. Wool is affected entirely in the same way as the

produce of the land ; if you do not feed the sheep well, you will have a short

crop. Taking the circumstances, therefore, into consideration, I conceive the

high price of wool has been almost entirely produced by the scarcity consequent

on the rot. That rot, however, while it did such havoc with the low-land farmers,

conferred a great advantage on the up-land farmer; for the up-land soils never

sufl'er from rot. The consequence was, they have had the benefit of all this

amazingly high price of wool, and the accompanying scarcity price of mutton

and beef; for when there is a failure of mutton, the deficiency will have to be

filled up by other meat. The up-land farmers have had the advantage of all this

adventitious rise of price. The wool has been higher, compared with meat, for

this reason, that the high-land flocks of Scotland and the north, and of other

districts, do not supply the same sort of wool as was afforded by the low-land

.sheep, and this sort is in great demand for our manufactures. The carcass has

been supplied, to a considerable extent, from those sources, but not the wool.

3622. You think that the higher prices paid for those articles have been

occasioned by scarcity ?—Yes.

3623. Would they have been as low as the price of wheat but for that scarcity ?

— I think so ; I base that opinion upon this fact, that before those wet seasons,

beginning with 1828, wool, meat and other articles of agricultural produce had

fallen quite as low as wheat, if not lower.

3624. Is not all rise in price owing to comparative abundance, and all fall in

price owing to comparative scarcity ; is there any other circumstance wh'ch

tends to raise or depress the price but that of comparative abundance or scarcity,

as proportioned to the abundance or scarcity of demand ?—There are two circum-

stances which operate upon prices, the one is the supply of the commodity, the

other the supply of money ; but in order to come to a just estimate of whether

high prices are affected by a scarcity of commodities or by a plentifulness of

money, we must take into the account a longish series of years, or see whether all

prices have risen simultaneously. If all prices have risen simultaneously, the

probability is, unless there be extraordinary circumstances of counteraction at

work, that some operation in currency is going on. If the rise be partial, then
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E.S.Caj/ley, Esq. t^e presumption is, that the rise is from the scarcity of the particular commodity.
• The converse of this is true with respect to a fall in price. Now, as far as I have

10 March 1836. been able to ascertain, and I have inquired of great numbers, the last six or seven
seasons have been very extraordinary ones ; there have been crops on some lands

such as had not existed for a length of time before ; and there was a pestilence,

which perhaps was unequalled in history.

362.5. If, the state of agriculture in the country being that you have described,

wheat is low, and some other articles are at fair prices and some at high prices,

is it not the fact that wheat was considered abundant, compared with the demand
for it, and that other articles have been scarce; and if, as you state, there is a
tendency very lately to some rise in the price of wheat, is it not from the circum-

stance that people have begun to find out or suspect there is not that abun-
dance of wheat they at first calculated upon : is not the whole regulated upon
that principle of the comparative scarcity and abundance of articles ?—I was
asked that question, with respect to wheat, in the early part of my examination,

and I stated that, from the best information I had been able to obtain, there had
not been an over supply ; indeed, my view is, that instead of wheat having to

rise, except temporarily, to other articles, other articles have to fall to a level with

wheat.

3626. You stated that there were two causes of the rise, the scarcity of money
and the want of produce ; is it your opinion that the scarcity of money has

lowered wheat, and the scarcity of produce has raised other articles ?— It is.

3627. It is your opinion that money has made a whimsical selection of one
article, in preference to others, to show itself?—My opinion is, that nature is

much more whimsical in her operations than money ; by which I would be
understood to mean, that, from the capriciousness of the seasons, we can much
less calculate on the result, than we can of the eflects to be produced by an
increase or diminution of money. The seasons and money may indeed play, as

it were, counteracting games. Such an occurrence took place in 1811. There
was a bad season that year, and there was also, in consequence of the Bullion

Committee sitting, a prospect of a speedier return to cash payments than had
been contemplated. This caused many failures among the bankers, and a cor-

responding diminution of currency ; so that, notwithstanding the deficiency of

the harvest, prices fell, compared with what they had been the year before.

3628. As you state the condition of the farmer has not been good for many
years, to what do you attribute that ; continued adverse seasons, or any other

cause ; and if so, what is that other cause?—I do not attribute the depression in

the farming interest to adverse seasons continued for 20 years, because nature, in

the long-run, is much more equable in her operations than such a conclusion

would infer. A pretty certain average of seasons may be calculated on for a

long series of years. Mr. Scott, the corn-factor, of Liverpool, who had kept an

account from 1809, informed the House of Commons the other day that there had
been, for the whole of the period up to the present time, about an average crop,

taking one harvest with another. I have myselt very little doubt, though it is

a subject on which no one ought to speak confidently after so many mistakes

have been made (the mistakes, however, have been all the other way), that the

cause of the fall in price has been the preparation for and final consummation of

the Act commonly called Mr. PeeFs Bill of 1819.

3629. Do you think that Bill continues to operate now ?—My opinion is, that

it never has been in full perceptible operation on the price of wheat until

about tuo years ago ; and it is scarcity alone that prevents its effects being now
perceived on other articles of agricultural produce than wheat. The wet seasons

of 1828 and the following years concealed its effect on wheat ; after 1832 wheat

began to fall to its currency level at the rate of about 10*. per quarter each year,

down to the winter of 1834. I will state, with the permission of your Lordships,

the grounds of my opinion, that it is the change in the currency which has caused

the fall in price. In 1814, at the close of the war, in consequence of the Acts

of Parliament that had been passed, and in consequence of the Report of the

Bullion Committee, there was an expectation that cash payments would take

place within six months after the return of peace ; there was, consequently, when
the war ceased, a great withdrawing of the Bank of England's issues, which of

course operated upon the country bank circulation, which became very much
reduced. With respect to that withdrawal of circulation by the Rank of England,

according to Mr. Muschett, a great authority with those who differ with me, and

therefore
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therefore I prefer it on tins occasion, there was a diminution of 23.t per cent, in [£. S. Cav'f?, Esq.

their circulation between the end of 1814 and 1816. This was followed by a

great adversity, both among the manufacturers and agriculturists ; it, in fact, 10 March 1836.

produced a great fall in prices in 1815 and ISlfi. There was an abundant wheat
harvest in 1813, which commenced the fall in wheat; but that would not affect

other prices.

3630. That reduced the price of wheat very much ?—Yes ; in 1816 such was
the state of distress, that the resumption of cash payments was put off till 1818,

and subsequently to 1819 ; measures were then taken by the Government and the

Rank in conjunction to increase the circulation ; it was increased 3,000,000 or

4,000,000 between the end of 1810 and the year 1818 ; and higher prices followed

that increase of the paper issue. It is very true 1816 was a bad harvest, which
tended to raise wheat in 1817 to a higher price than it would have been,

unaccompanied by a scarcity of wheat ; but all other prices, manufacturing as well

as agricultural, rose along with wheat, which showed that an action on the

currency was going on. To prove that this really took place, there is a very

interesting memorandum in the Appendix to the Lords' Report on the Expediency
of the Resumption of Cash Payments in 1819, page 7, I think, which states,

—

and evidently states it on authority, although there is no signature to it, but it

bears internal evidence of having come either from the Government or the Bank,

—

which states the whole progress of the actions on the currency from the end of the

war up to 1819. Mr. Jeremiah Harmon, then deputy governor of the Bank, was
also summoned before the House of Commons' Committee in 1819, and he was
asked whether he recollected a state of great distress among the agriculturists and
manufacturers in 1815 and 181G, and he replied in the affirmative. He was then

asked whether he remembered how that distress was removed ; he stated, that in

consequence of communications with Government an increased issue took place of

3,000,000 or 4,000,000 of bank notes. He was asked whether that had the effect

of removing the distress, and he stated it had ; at the same time there vvas an
increase of the country bank issues. I would quote, in confirmation of this view,

which however needs none, but it may show the opinion of contemporaries, part

of a speech of Mr. Tierney in 1819 ; he is describing the condition of the country

in January 1817; he says, "The right honourable gentleman, in the month of

June 1817, had come down to Parliament with a smile of triumph, and told the

House that every thing was now restored to the very condition in which he had
long hoped to see it ; that it would be soon found that the revenue was increasing,

that stocks were rising, public confidence flourishing, &c. ; and when every body
was looking for the realization of these gay promises, three or four months after-

wards down came a number of returns from the Bank that explained the whole

mystery ; the secret of the triumph of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was
exposed at once ; for it appeared that the Bank had been increasing its issues,

that country banks had followed its example, and that, in truth, the state of

prosperity was nothing more than an increased paper currency." And I shall not

be very much surprised to see the same smile on the face of the present Chancellor

of the Exchequer when he opens his budget this year ; the increasing issues of

the joint-stock banks, and the speculations consequent on the plenty of money
proceeding from the payment of the West India Loan, will be sure to help the

revenue very much. It will, however, be a temporary triumph, as the other vvas,

unless accompanied by other measures. Then, taking it for granted that the

prosperity of 1817 and 1818 and the beginning of 1819 vvas produced by the

circumstance of an increased issue, I come to the year 1819, when Mr. Peel's Bill

passed ; that Bill was not to come into full operation, I think, till 1823. Imme-
diately after the passing of that Bill, and in preparation of what was to come in

1823, the Bank of England withdrew its notes, and the country bankers followed

its example, and to a much greater extent. Mr. Ward, a bank director, stated

before the Bank Committee of 1832, that " the country bank notes had been in

a most extraordinary manner reduced shortly after Mr. Peel's Bill of 1819. In

1820 they had become reduced to about 1 1,000,000/., having been 16,000,000 /.

the previous year, and 20,000,000/. the year before; that in 1821 they were
reduced to as low as 7,000,000/.; then the effect of that would be produced
about the year 1822 ; for the effect does not follow the alteration immediately ;

therefore I cannot help thinking there was a great increase in the country bank
circulation in the intermediate time between 1822 and 1824." These were Mr.

464. c c Ward's
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F S Cayley Esq Ward's recollections in 1832. Thus did tlie reduced issues cause the adverse
'

" " ' * years of 1820, 1821, and 1822.

10 March 1836, 3(^31. What do you mean by the adverse years of 1820, 1821, and 1822 ?

—

The low prices.

3632. Not bad crops?—No; I believe they were, on the whole, ordinary

seasons ; but bad years both for the manufacturer and for the agriculturist, for

there was a fall in price in manufactures as well as agriculture ; and the manu-
facturer suffered from the depression equally with the agriculturist. In 1822

Lord Londonderry, on the part of the Government, of which he was a member,
seeing that the Bill of 1819 was producing such disastrous effects, and that it

could not be allowed to come so suddenly into operation, came down to the House
of Commons, and proposed that the one-pound notes wliich were to be extinguished

(I think) in 182G, should be continued to the year 1833, the year of the expiration

of the Bank Charter, which virtually meant that they were not to be put an end

to. I quote the following from Sir James Graham's pamphlet on " Corn and

Currency."—"In April 1822, Lord Londonderry, then the colleague of Mr.
Huskisson, introduces his measures intended for the relief of the agricultural

interest, and he dwells on the extension of the currency of the Bank of England,

and the consequent increase of the country bank paper, as a principal source of

mitigation of the distress, admitting distinctly the contraction of the currency

caused by Mr. Peels Bill to have occasioned the fall in the price of agricultural

produce ; and in this very speech he gives notice of the introduction of the Small

Note Act." That larger issue did take place, as we learn from the evidence of

Mr. Norman (also a bank director) before the Bank Committee of 1832: "It

appears,' says he, " by the returns made by the Bank, that on the 26th of February

1822 the notes of the Bank (taking out one-pound notes) were 16,700,000 /. ; on

the same day in 1823 they appear to have been 17,400,000/. ; on the same day

in 1824, 19,300,000/. ; and in 1825, 20,600,000/."

^6^^. In what year was that?—Between the years 1822 and 1825; that

increased circulation was followed by what was generally considered among the

farmers and the manufacturing interest, the prosperous years of 1823, 1824

and 1825.

3634. Those years you consider prosperous r—Yes ; those years I consider

prosperous as regards prices ; but I would add, that those best acquainted with the

operations of currency, at least what I esteem authorities, predicted some such

crisis as the panic in 1825, as the necessary consequence of an over-issue of paper

on the existing standard of value ; they affirmed that the exchanges must go

against us ; that gold would go out of the country ; that the Bank of England

issues must suddenly be contracted, and that a crash must ensue ; and it did

come at the end of 1825. The prosperity I conceive to have been owing to

higher prices, in consequence of increased issue ; the panic I attribute to the

standard of value being upon too contracted a base for the paper to rest upon;

but I have no hesitation in saying, that if at the same time that the Government
stimulated the Bank to push out a greater number of notes, with a view to effect-

ing a certain rise in prices, it had also altered the standard to adapt it to the

increased issues, the panic would never have come, and that the state of prices of

1824-5 would have been as permanent as the present prices will be on the

present standard of value. To proceed with the history of these operations on

currency : in consequence of the panic, a law was passed to put down the one-

pound notes in the year 1829, four years before they would have come to their

termination according to the law.

3635. Was that the first time they were put an end to ?—Yes.

'^6'^6. They were simultaneously put an end to at that date?—Yes.

3637. In 1829 they were to ceeise to exist?—I do not think they would cease

to exist ; I think there was some provision in the Act preventing the issuing of

stamps after a certain time previous to 1829 ; they were not to issue after that

time.

3638. In what year was the speech made by Lord Ripon, called the Prosperity

Speech?— In the year 1824; all the interests of the country were prosperous, if

the speech were true, and one can hardly suppose the Chancellor of the Exchequer
states such matters without some ground, though sometimes prosperity has been
proclaimed by mistake ; but there is no doubt that all the productive parties in

the country then felt in what may be termed an easy.and comfortable state.

3639. You
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3639. You have watched the fluctuations of currency since 1819 ?— I have. £. $. Cnr/ky, Lsq.

3640. Have you found that when the currency was increased by an issue of one-

pound notes, or any other financial project which has been introduced, prices have 10 March 1836.

risen, and that when it has been contracted tiiey have fallen ?— Invariably ; the

first instance was from the distress of 1815 and 1816 to the prosperity of 1817-18;
the second from tiie prosperity of 1817-18 to the general distress of 1820, 1821
and 1822; and next the increased issues of 1823, 1824 and 1825, which pro-

duced the prosperity of those years ; subsequent to 1825 the Bank of England
notes were reduced, and country notes reduced also; prices declined gradually

till the year 1828 ; then there began that series of wet harvests which raised the

price of wheat from about 50,v. or 54^-. to fi0.y. and 66*. for three or four years.

Under the influence of those vvct seasons, and a higher price resulting from scar-

city, the one-pound notes were finally extinguished, i. e. in 1829 ; therefore it was
not till those wet seasons came fully to an end that we saw the full efl'ect of Mr.
Peel's Bill of 1819. Since that time, /. e. from 1832, there has been a gradual

diminution in the price of wheat, with no extraordinary seasons (except one, viz.

in 1834), from 66 j., down, in my own market, as low as 29 .v. a quarter, the Win-
chester measure; and though a part of that fall, perhaps from 5*. to Ss., may
be accounted for by the harvest of 1834, my firm conviction is, that the necessary

consequence of Mr. Peel's Bill was to reduce the price of wheat in this country
from 80*. (which had been the average for '20 years previous to 1819) to at least

40*. a quarter, whenever it came into full and stringent operation.

3641. Do you consider that the efl'ect of Mr, Peel's Bill was disguised by the

bad harvests which have taken place?—I do.

3642. Whenever there happens to be arise, you look out for some justification

in the state of the harvest, and whenever there is a fall, you look out for some
justification in the state of currency, abandoning any argument to be drawn
from wet harvests or the operation of the weather?— I would state, as I .stated

before, that in order to pass a just judgment upon the operation of seasons or of

money, you must take a longish series of years. The fact is undeniable, that

subsequent to the Bank Restriction Act in 1797, there followed a general increase

of prices up to the year 1819, which, including the years 1815 and 1816, and
taking wheat as the test, amounted to at least 80*. a quarter, the price having

been previously somewhere between 40*. and 50*. ; but that price had been

only brought on latterly, in consequence, I believe, of some banking regulations

which took place in 1775, and, 1 think, in 1791. The old standard price was
about 40*. the quarter. We find, then, by the increased issue consequent on the

bank restriction, there was a general rise of prices, and since 1819a great reduc-

tion of issue, and a consequent decline of prices, a decline which has only lately

come into full apparent operation, because the eflfect has been concealed or inter-

fered with both by the seasons and by law ; and I see no escape from the con-

clusion, that the increase of the circulation produced, during the first period men-
tioned, an increase of price, and during the second period, that a reduction of

currency has produced a diminution of price. This conclusion induces me to

say, that through an increased circulation alone can we look for any permanent

rise of prices from the present level of price. That an increased currency does

necessarily increase prices we know from the fact, that, previous to the opening

of the American mines, for 100 years, the price of wheat had ranged about 10*.

a quarter, and when the supply from those mines came fully into operation, wheat

for 200 years succeeding bore the average price of 40*. a quarter, the supply

from the mines having been, it was supposed, about quadrupled. If it was

wished that I sliould go into an explanation of the precise mode in which prices

are affected by the increase of money, I am ready to go into it.

3643. You have stated that which it is impossible to contradict, that the varia-

tions of that in which every thing is measured must affect the price, though not

the real value of the thing measured; have not alterations taken place in the

value of money, first of all by the discovery of the richer mines of America, sub-

sequently by the introduction of the paper system, and lastly by the introduction

of the irredeemable paper system ; have not the great alterations which took

place at those different periods in the value of money aflfected the price of com-
modities?—Yes.

3644. What reason have you to suppose that they aff'ected the value of agri-

cultural produce further th^n this change in money affected the price of other

things ?—TTiey operated equally on manufactures and on agriculture, and on all

464., c c 2 commodities.
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E. S. Caylty, Esq. commodities. In the last instance, which is the one in question, it appears by
the prices of the different periods of distress, since the preparation for and fulfil-

10 March 1836, j^^^^ of the Bill of 1819, that the manufacturing prices fell equally with the agri-

cultural prices.

3645. Do you not believe in the general statement which is made through the

country, that all the interests of the country, with the exception of the agricul-

tural interest, never were in a state of greater prosperity than at the present

moment ?^—I am led to believe that they are in a state of prosperity at this

moment, but that began only a few months ago ; and, as I stated before, their

prosperity, in my belief, rests alone, or to a great extent, on a considerable increase

of issue by the joint-stock banks: this being on the present contracted standard

of value, for the reasons before given, I do not think their prosperity can be

considered permanent. My opinion, which is the result of not an inconsiderable

degree of inquiry among manufacturers, and particularly those who are not the

largest capitalists, is, that up to a very late period little or no profit has been

making in the manufacturing districts. 1 separate the large and smaller manu-
facturers, because, although the contraction of the circulating medium operated

against the manufacturing and commercial interests generally, I am not quite sure

it has not given some countervailing advantages to the large capitalist ; for

while the smaller capitalists are swept away with great rapidity, the larger ones

are benefited by a greater monopoly in the market. I always ol)serve that the

great capitalists in the House of Commons are the foremost to affirm the existence

of prosperity ; and it is to these alone generally that the ear of Government is

lent; but 1 have found that the persons connected with the smaller branches of

manufacture have at the same time stated that there was no profit-making so far

as they were concerned ; and this up to six months or a year ago.

3646. Do you not believe, though in all departments of the country there must
be varieties of condition, and all cannot be exactly prosperous at the same time,

that the great bulk of the manufacturing and other interests of the country may
be said to be in a state of great prosperity?—My opinion of the state of the manu-
facturing interest up to a year ago was, that it was, as a body, making little or no
profit ; that its state might be likened to the state of the low-land districts, which
was produced by the rot among sheep. I look on Peel s Bill to have acted as a

sort of pestilence, a scourge among the productive classes generally, as the rot

did on the sheep flocks. At the same time the large manufacturers may have
benefited in some degree by that state of things, as the up-land farmers have bene-

fited by the adversity of their low-land brethren. The great men, if they can
stand the shock, are greater still after the shock is over, because their competitors

are swept away. The prosperity, as it is called, of the last few months of the

manufacturing interest, particularly in Lancashire, is to be attributed, I stated

before, I believe, mainly to the over-issues of joint-stock banks, and, so far as the

iron trade is concerned, to the greater demand for iron for railway purposes in

America and this country.

3647. You have informed the Committee that the prosperity of the woollen

manufacture did not cause the rise in price of wool ; is it not true that the woollen

manufacture, as well as the iron trade, and the cotton manufacture of Lancashire,

are in a state of work that obliges the master manufacturers to refuse a large

portion of the orders sent to them ?—As 1 stated before, up to about a year ago,

my opinion was that the woollen manufacturers as a body were not making a

profit ; I believe now the manufacturing interest of Yorkshire and Lancashire has

had a great impulse given to it from the operation of the joint-stock banks ; I will

state why I conceive the prosperity of the manufacturing interest did not cause a

rise in the price of wool ; I hold in my hand an account taken from the Parlia-

mentary Returns of woollen manufactured goods exported from the year 1820 to

the year 1834; I have also got the importation of the sheep and lamb's wool for

the same years; the result is, up to the year 1834, previous to which there had
been a great rise in the price of wool, the export of woollen manufactured goods

was not in fact increased from what it had been in the year 1820; there is an
average of about 5,500,000/. or nearly 6,000,000/.; but immediately after the

year 1829 there began an amazing increase in the importation of foreign wool ; it

increased from 21,000,000 lbs. in the year 1829 to 46,000,000 lbs. in the year

1834. Now the argument I would draw from that is this : if there had been up
to that time no increased export, and there had been that amazing increase of at

least 100 per cent, in the import of raw wool, one of two circumstances must have

happened,
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happened, cither a great increase of consumption of woollen goods at home (which E. S. Cayhy, Esq.

I do not believe to be the case, because the principal consumers of the home
market have been greatly distressed), or there has been a great scarcity of home *° March 1836.

wool, because that increase of foreign wool must have found a vent somewhere;
with respect to woollen and worsted yarn, it has been nearly the same for the last

four years ; at the same time, from the late fillip in our manufactures, I shall

not be surprised to see that the export of woollen goods for the last year has

increased.

[The Account is delivered in and read, and is asfollows :]
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E. S. Cfljf/fv. Esq. distance, would aflPect tbe agricultural interests also. New markets having been
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7 open to the manufacturers after the operation of the scourge of 1819 upon them,

ate
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. joi,,t.j5tock banks having been instituted to a great extent in Lancashire for the

last four or five years, where no private banks had issued notes before ; and to

show the extent to which this matter is proceeding, there are at this very moment,
I understand, two new joint-stock banks about to start in Manchester, and another

at Liverpool, and another at Stockport. Taking all things into consideration, and
that money is lent to manufacturers more rashly than it was to the farmer pre-

viously to the bill of 1819; taking all these things conjointly, I think they prove

that circumstances have been in operation to atlect the condition advantageously

of the manufacturing interest, which have not been in operation to produce the

same eftect on the agricultural interests.

3(151. Of the joint-stock banks none of them issue notes under 5/.?—No.

3652. M'hen you say that the issues of those banks will contribute to aid this

state of things, and to improve the condition of the manufacturer, you do not con-

sider it is necessary that the issue should consist of small notes for that purpose ?

—My opinion is, that a general increase of circulation will, at all events, operate

so as to increase prices ; but the difficulty at present is to effect an increase in the

agricultural districts, for the five and ten-pound notes are too large to pay wages

with, so they revert shortly again to the banker, to be changed for sovereigns; if

a banker accommodates a farmer with 50/. or 100/. in large notes, they quickly

flow back ao-ain on the bank for smaller change ; the bankers cannot, of course,

afford to accommodate in the same manner with gold as they can with paper, and
that is the reason I would advocate the issue of one-pound notes ; I have no

objection, if it be required, to their being secured, considering it as the money of

the labouring class, and that the labouring class have suffered from the failure of

banks and local one-pound notes, though 1 believe they have suffered very much
more from the want of one-pound notes than from the failure of bankers ; I believe

it is generally understood in the banking world that the country bankers find a

great difficulty, if not an impossibility, in rapidly increasing their issues, because

the notes of one banker are paid on the counter of a rival banker, and that banker

immediately returns them to the banker who issued them ; therefore, though the

Bank of England has the power of issuing notes at discretion, and increasing its

circulating medium, it is generally understood that in the long-run there is a

natural check to the over-issue of country banks; an alteration of the standard,

or the Bank of England giving them their notes on more advantageous terms,

certainly may and will increase their issues ; the great failures of country

banks in 1793, 1811, 1815 and 1825 arose from no fault of theirs, but from a

tampering with the currency by the Government, in conjunction with the Bank of

England.

36.53. You are understood to be of opinion that the operation on prices of this

issue or contraction of bank notes does not depend on the amount of the notes

issued, but on the quantity altogether ; then if the prosperity is to be ascribed, as

you ascribe it, in some degree to these joint-stock banks, which cannot issue small

notes, you must be of opinion, tliat, provided there is a quantity of paper out, it

is not essential for the purpose of producing prosperity that that paper should be

in small notes?—It is not necessary, because if the country bankers have the

power of issuing their five-pound notes on exceedingly advantageous terms, that

might counterbalance the advantage they might otherwise derive from having the

power of issuing one-pound notes ; but 1 would guard myself from stating that the

Bank of England issues are always an exact test of the amount of currency in

circulation. The last paragraph, I believe, of the Report of 1819 states the very

same opinion, that though on a long series of years they may, on a large scale, be

taken as a criterion, yet that it is difficult to ascertain the proportion of bills or of

country circulation that may arise out of any given increased issue of the Bank
of England. That Report concludes as follows:—" Your Committee have for-

borne from entering into any reasoning upon the effect produced upon the value

of our currency by variations in the numerical amount of the notes issued by the

Bank of England ; so many circumstances contribute to affect that value, such,

for instance, as the varying effect of commercial credit and confidence ; the fluc-

tuations in the amount of country bank paper ; the difl'erent degrees of rapidity

with which the same amount of currency circulates at different periods ; that your

Committee are of opinion that no satisfactory conclusions can be drawn from a

mere
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E. S. Cat/Icy, Esq. which might temporarily be operated on by an absence of supply or demand ;

I am supported in that opinion by various authorities; among others, I am not
10 March 1836. g^j.^ ^.j^^^^ ^^^ Horner does not go in principle to that ; Sir James Graham holds

the same opinion ; Mr. Thornton also held the same ; Mr. Alexander Baring also.

To my mind, it is very obvious why it should have been so durinff the last war
;

for in consequence of the Bank Restriction we gave up our gold circulation ; at

the same moment other countries did the same ; Austria, Russia, and others

betook themselves to a paper circulation ; their circulation of gold, then, and our

circulation of gold, would be thrown into the general market ; that would tend

to depress the value of gold in the same way as an increased supply or a falling

demand would cause a decline in the price of any other commodity. Suppose
that, in consequence of a depreciation of the currency, wheat rose to 100.S. from

50s. per quarter, and there was immediately to cease half the demand for wheat
;

notwithstanding the effect of the depreciation, the obvious consequence of the

reduction of demand would be to reduce the price to 50 s. again; exactly the

same circumstance in effect took place with respect to gold during the earlier

and middle periods of the war. I apprehend, therefore, that the mere price of

gold was no criterion as to the extent of the depreciation during the war.

Wheat (and wheat was not higher in proportion than other articles) that bore a

priceof 80.$. during the war, atone period 100,?.; must now fall to 40.$. a quarter

or thereabouts ; and other articles, unless operated on by extraneous circum-

stances, have in fact fallen half. I am quite aware there are two ways of

estimating per centage ; when it falls it is considered 50 per cent., when it

rises it is called 100 per cent. ; I state this to prevent misconception. These
principles are illustrated by circumstances which took place even very early

in history. Mr. James, in his " State of .the Nation," a most interesting

publication, quotes from Montesquieu what took place in Rome, on the

subject of money, at the time of the Punic war. He says, " During the

first Punic war the as, which ought to weigh 12 ounces of copper, was re-

duced to two ; and in the second Punic war it only weighed one ounce. This
answers to what we call the augmentation of money. Take from a crown of six

livres the half of the silver to make two of it, or make it pass for 12 livres, is

precisely the same thing ;" and he adds, " They did this, not during the time of

a corrupt republic or a state of anarchy, but at a time when, with the vigour

of their institutions, by their wisdom as by their courage, they disputed empire
with the Carthaginians. The Romans," he says, " conducted themselves better

than we, who, in our operations, have swallowed up as well the public a.s

private revenues. Examine the Romans, you never find them so superior as in

the choice of circumstances between good and evil." Montesquieu here refers, I

suppose, to what took place in France under Louis XIV. Sir James Graham also

thus refers to it :
" Nor are the fatal eftects of the sudden contraction of the cur-

rency peculiar to our time or country ; for in France, under Louis XIV., when
the currency had been depreciated 27 per cent., and when an attempt was made
to restore its value by reducing its amount, we find that the remedy was worse

than the disease ; that universal distress was the consequence ; that all pecuniary

contracts which had been previously made were raised one-third against the party

who had to pay the money ; that the restoration of full value was a death-blow to

the debtor ; that the people were reduced to despair by the eftbrts of the Govern-

ment to draw all the money to themselves ; and that there was scarcely a proprietor

of land who did not see his patrimony melt away, without possessing the slightest

means of prevention." Montesquieu goes on on the same subject of money ;

—

" Money is the price of merchandise or commodities. But how will that price

be fixed ; that is to say, by what portion of money shall each thing be repre-

sented ? If vou compare the mass of gold and silver which is in the world with

the quantity of merchandise which is in it also, it is certain that each commodity
or merchandise in particular will be compared with a certain quantity of the

entire mass of gold and silver." And there can be no doubt, as far as human
reason can remove the doubt, that the effect of depreciation, whether that takes

place through the medium of paper, or through the medium of an increase in

the supply of the precious metals, or through the medium of clipping the coin,

the invariable consequence, unless it be counteracted by other circumstances, must

be to raise prices. The reason I am anxious to press this consideration, which to

your Lordships is probably familiar, is, that the full effects of the changes in the

currency since 1797 have been attempted to be concealed from the i)ublic view.

The
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The public, not taking the trouble to reflect on the causes of high prices, at a E.S. C(iyky,V.i<^.

time-when difficulties did not stimulate them to do so, were deceived in respect to

the currency by resolutions in the House of Commons in 1811, when it was stated 'o i-Uxch 1836.

that there was no depreciation ; that the paper guinea and the gold guinea were

of equal value, although one was selling for 8.y. or 9.v. more than the other.

Again, the effect of Mr. Peel's Bill has been studiously concealed from the view

of the public by every effort Parliament has been able to make. I wish to put

the matter upon its right basis ; I wish the truth to be proclaimed to the public,

that it may no longer be deluded with the vague notion that prices will be

raised, without the steps being taken which can produce higher prices. The

conclusion 1 would make to my observations on the depreciation of paper is, that

instead of coming, as we did, to an antiquated standard, a standard which was no

standard of justice, or of the engagements that had been entered into for 20 years,

we ought to have measured our metal standard at the rate of the depreciation ot

paper; then we should have kept faith with both creditor and debtor ; whereas

we dealt out double faith to the creditor, and not even half faith to the debtor,

which debtor is, in fact, the public. This doctrine is held now, not only by

persons of the first authority in this country, but it was held by M. Say, the great
_

political economist of France, who declared that the obvious and just mode of pro-

ceeding for us in 1819 was to have struck the standard at the rate of the depreci-

ation ; and with respect to the other mode, viz., the one pursued by Mr. Peel's Bill

of 1819, he goes on to say,
—" The privileged classes, the official persons, the pen-

sioners of the state, the clergy and the annuitants, have profited by the restored

value of the paper currency ; but it has been a scourge to the mass of the nation

and to industry,—a scourge which would alone have been endured by a nation

like England, rich in capital, so pre-eminently indxistrious, and in every other

respect so admirably well governed." This was the unprejudiced language of the

greatest political economist, perhaps, of his day, living in another country, with

respect to Mr. Peel's Bill of 1819. Lord John Russell declares the same, or very

much the same opinion in his chapter on the national debt, in his work on the

Eno-lish Constitution. He says, " In order to avoid the evils attendant upon a

restoration of the currency. Lord Lauderdale recommended, in 1814, that we should

coin guineas of the value of 2\s. of paper currency. This would have depre-

ciated the standard more than 30 percent. Had this advice been adopted," Lord

John proceeds, " we should have avoided the misery that we have since suffered,

and that too with a very small breach of the national faith. Perhaps, indeed," the

noble lord adds, " the fund-holders would have had reason to bless the day on

which such a measure was adopted, for it would have retarded the period

which some time or other will in all probability arrive, when the payment of

the full dividend and the safety of the state shall be found to be incompatible."'

But the authorities supporting the principle that depreciation does affect

prices, and that after a long period' of depreciation the restoration of a former

standard is unjust, are without number ; amongst them I may mention Mr. llicardo,

Mr. Malthus, Lord Althorp, Mr. Alexander Baring, and so on ; Mr. Horner,

Mr. Henry Thornton, Montesquieu, the historian Niebuhr, and many others.

.•565.5. Nobody doubted it?— It is quite true that no one of any reflection and

of unbiassed mind could have a doubt upon the subject; but the noble lord will

remember that the mass of the people are not given to great reflection, especially

on a subject like the operation of money, which appears to them difficult and

abstruse. The people, therefore, were liable to be exposed to the ingenious

sophistry of interested parties, who, ever since the passing of Mr. Peel's Bill,

have taken pains to throw dust in the eyes of the public on the subject, and have

led them a wild-goose chace after any thing but the real cause of their sufferings.

It is high time, in my opinion, that the country should know the truth upon the

subject; and it is therefore that I have ventured to quote authorities in which the

public will have confidence. We might indeed, at the termination of the contest

in 1814, have taken a valuable lesson from other countries; Austria, France and
America all acted virtually upon the principle I have maintained to be the just

one ; their debts, which had been contracted in depreciated money, they paid in

depreciated money. And if I do not very much mistake, a gentleman of high

authority upon this subject in this country was honoured, along with two otb.er

gentlemen (one of America, the other of France), by a request from the Emperor
of Russia that they would act as unbiassed umpires in a question of this very

nature. Russia had contracted a debt in depreciated paper ; the emperor wish-

464. D ing
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E. S. Cayey, Esq. ing to do equal justice by both debtor find creditor, and distrusting the impar-

tiality of his own subjects, %vho might have an interest or bias on the question,

10 March 1836, applied to Mr. Alexander Baring (now Lord Ashburton) of England, Mr. Gallatin

of America, and, I think, ]\L Dupin of France. They were unanimous in their

decision, that the only equitable mode of settling the question Avas, that the

depreciated debt should be repaid in depreciated money. These instances will, I

think, be sufficient to establish my position, that Mr. Peel's Bill ought never to

have passed. The concluding part of the question put to me, I beUeve, referred

to the importations of grain from Ireland, and whether they had not had a tendency

to reduce the price in this country. The state of the importations from Ireland

to this country has been in this wise:—they increased up to 1833; they have

decreased ever since ; that is particularly referring to flour and wheat. When
any one looks at the returns, they see that a certain number of quarters of wheat

have been imported ; they then look at the flour column, which will show an

apparently large increase, inconsequence of the establishment of large flour-mills

in Ireland; but if the hundred weights of flour are reduced into quarters, which is

done bv some such divisor as four, the apparent increase is very much diminished

according to the usual estimate, which is in quarters of wheat. Taking the flour

and wheat together, reduced into quarters, for the last three years, there were

about 800,000 quarters imported in 1833; about 700,000 in 1834; and about

600,000 imported in 1835. The decline in the price of wheat has been very con-

siderable since 1833, about 20^. per quarter; but in the face of this great fall in

price, and contemporaneously with it, there has been a considerable diminution in

the import of wheat from Ireland.

3656. Ireland, notoriously in the face of paper money, has sent us a compara-

tively small supply. The general impression in the country is, that the Irish

supply has materially aff"ected the prices. Do not you consider that the differ-

ence in the short supply in times of paper money, as compared with the larger

supply in present times, accounts in a great measure for the depressed price of

agricultural produce in England, without having reference to the subject of paper?

—No, I do not think that accounts for it in the least degree. If we take the

increase of the population even only since 1821 into the account, the increase

of population since 1821 is upwards of 5,000,000; I conceive it to be
impossible that any ostensible increase, within that period, of production in

England or of supply from Ireland, can have been more than adequate to meet
the demand of such increase of population, unless, indeed, distress has caused

a great falliug-oft' in consumption. Then I take a later period, 1824 and 1825,

when wheat ranged about 66 s. a quarter ; and I find, so far as the fall in price is

concerned, scarcely a perceptible difference in the importation of wheat from
Ireland between that time and the present. I attribute, therefore, no part of the

fall in the price of agricultural produce since the peace, other things being equal,

to increased importation from Ireland. I would say further, that the effect of

Mr. Peel's Bill had been, if it were possible, even more stringent on Ireland than

on England.

3657. But you think that the great fall in this country has checked the import-

ation from Ireland this last year?— I am not aware that the depreciation of price

has the effect of checking the import from Ireland, unless the fall be very great

indeed. I have always understood that the effect of a diminished price on Irish

produce is this, that rent being in a great measure fixed in Ireland, the middle-

man screws it out of the tenant, whatever be the price of produce ; of course

exceptions to this are numerous. If, then, prices fail, it is quite evident that the

tenant or the labourer must part with more of his produce to raise the rent, even

to the extent of depriving himself of his pig; the landlord may also be induced,

to prevent a fall in rent, to give permission that old grass land should be broken

up : these circumstances will increase the quantity of corn brought to market, and
of pigs, and cause a larger export of both to England ; and we have usually seen

this effect follow a fall in price. Indeed, in a debate which I took the liberty of

raising in the Houseof Commons last year on the state of agriculture. Mr.O'Connell
promulgated the same doctrine, that when the prices are iow in Ireland there is

the greatest export to England.

3658. When prices are low here, will there not be little import from Ireland?

—The principle 1 have just stated I believe to be perfectly true ; and the limit to

it is the inordinate fall in this market, so as to prevent any remuneration to the

exporter.

3659. Was
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3659. Was not there such an inordinate fall last year?—There was. E. S. CayUy,Y.s.<[.

3660. Could the import of wheat from Ireland into England at such a price pay

the freight for it?—I am not aware of the exact difference of price in England and 10 March 1836.

Ireland last year, and therefore cannot answer that question.

3661. You say that the joint-stock banks accommodated very rashly; do you
apply that observation to the farmers, or only to the manufacturers ?—Only to the

manufacturers. The information I have received, and it has been from many
quarters, assures me that it is with the greatest possible difficulty that even

farmers of character and apparent stability can obtain accommodation from the

bankers.

3662. Has that been from the well-known distress of the farmers?—Yes. It is

contrary to the very nature of credit that it should be given to what is known to be

a failing trade ; and none know the state of the farmers better than the country

bankers.

3663. You have said something about trade being advantageous to the great

capitalists ; how is trade at present advantageous to the great capitalist more than

to others?—Where there is a scarcity of money, and there has been a decline in

prices, that will of course operate most on the parties who are the least wealthy

;

" the weakest go to the wall ;" a sudden and violent change will smite them to

the earth. Those capitalists, however, who have a large surplus capital beyond

what is immediately invested in their trade,—and these have hitherto been but a

fraction in point of numbers compared with the great mass of producers,—these

gentlemen, having survived, the shock, have the opportunity of going to a market

inordinately depressed as to prices ; they take advantage of the sales of bankrupts,

and sales which are pressed on by the adversity of the parties, and then they can

buy those goods and retail them at a much greater rate of profit than usual, in

proportion to the wholesale prices.

3664. You think that the great manufacturer has beat the smaller?—I think that

the great man is beating the smaller, not only in manufactures but in agriculture

also. The lord of 100,000/. a year, supposing him to have 25,000/. per annum
incumbrance on his estate, if his estate fall in value to 50,000 /. a year, has still

25,000/. a year left. But take a similar case of a small proprietor of 1,000/. a

year; his rental falls to 500 /. ; he has 250 /. per annum incumbrance, and he has

250 /. a year left to contend against retail prices fallen only one-fourth, when
wholesale prices have fallen one-half.

3665. Is not that the worst possible thing for a country ; does not it depress

the energies of a country?—Yes; we must never forget that it was by the united

energies of the men of small means, but persevering industry, that this country

became great. I think it has not only produced political consequences of great

magnitude, but that it threatens even* worse.

3666. That is the tendency of the present state of things?—Yes; the distress

breeding dissatisfaction and discontent consequent on Mr. Peel's Bill of 1819. If

my opinion is desired as to the political consequences of that fatal measure, I will

give it freely and without disguise : perhaps my testimony, on this point at least,

may be the less exposed to a charge of partiality, because my votes have, for the

most part, been on the side of reform. It is my firm conviction that Mr. Peels

Bill of 1819 (together with the preparation for it) was the great instrument in

securing the Reform Bill; the pressure it caused on industry produced a disposition

in men's minds for a change. I would guard myself from being supposed to think

that the principles of that measure were untrue or unjust ; but T say they were as

true when they were brought forward thirty years before, and that if the people

had not been in comfortable circumstances in consequence of a remuneration for

industry, they would have been brought to join before in the cry for change. It

is in human nature not to rest content under circumstances of great privation.

This tendency, aftc the distress began, was first evinced by the blanketeers and

coal-men thrown out of work in 1816. The prosperity of 1817-18, proclaimed in

the King's speeches of that day, was accompanied, according to one of those

speeches, by return of contentment among the working population. After

1819, and during the c'istress, the King's speeches, up to 1823, generally con-

tained allusions to the spirit of disaflection and insubordination which had lately

sprung up. Then after this distress was removed in 1823, 1824 and 1825, the

King's speeches of 1824-25 stated, that " content and satisfaction were now widely

diffused throughout all classes of the British people." After 1825 distress again

began, and the speeches from the throne acknowledged it in 1830, remarking on

"the spirit of discontent and dissatisfaction among the people, breaking of

464. D D 2 machinery,"
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E. S. Cavity, Ejq. machinery,'" &c. Distress was the giant power in the hands of the reform party.

1_ I need not say I do not rctjret the passing of that great measure, but I bitterly

10 Mr.icb 1836. deplore the price which it was necessary to pay for it; and my foreboding is, that

distress, if allowed to continue, may lead to changes much greater than

the Reform Bill,— so great as to be subversive of our ancient form of Govern-

ment.

3667. Has there been a tendency for the land of the country to get into fewer

hands, or to get into a greater number of hands, in your neighbourhood ?—The
sale of land is verv various : when there happens to be a retired manufacturer or

person connected with the monied interest, who fortunately wants land in the

neighbourhood, of course he will buy it : where such are wanting, land is often

« put up to sale without an offer. In former days, when land was to be sold,

especially small estates, there was much competition among the smaller pro-

prietors and the yeomann' to purchase ; their powers to do this are now paralyzed.

It is on this class of proprietors of land that the change in the value of money has

operated the most grievously ; and on the moral independence of this ancient

and numerous class, the high character of this country had, in my opinion, its

securest base.

3668. Have not many of these been ruined ?—They have been. I believe that

I have the honour of representing as large a body of the old estates men as any

member of the House of Commons ; the havoc and the struggle has been dreadful

amongst them; the dales of the North Riding of Yorkshire were filled with the

ancient yeomanry.

3669. You do not think the driving out the old yeomanry by new people has

been the effect of the paper system?—No; but the result of the depreciated

paper system was to raise prices. Under the blind of high prices we contracted

debts, public and private, entered into engagem.ents, and increased expenditure,

and founded .settlements which never would have been dreamt of, except in the

faith of those prices remaining. The depreciated paper was put an end to by Mr.
Peel's Bill ; the prices (allowing for temporary counteractions from opposite

causes) have been gradually tending to the ancient standard level; and although

the estates men had, as a body, formed no larger engagements than they and their

ancestors had been accustomed to form from time immemorial in proportion to

their nominal incomes, they have been unable to withstand double debts and
double expenses of cultivation, with halved prices, consequent on Mr. Peel's Bill.

The change has swept many of them away like a pestilence.

3670. Do not you think that the principles on which the cash payments were
resumed were very unjust towards the public ?—As I stated before, I can conceive

nothing so analogous to it as the rot which a few years ago swept away the

sheep flocks. It was unjust, because during 20 years which had preceded cash

payments, all the taxation, the engagements, and expenditure had been entered

upon on the footing of a higher range of prices. And when we talk of taxation,

for instance, men do not contract for sounds and denominations, but for intrinsic

values : a farmer, when he consents to be taxed, considers how much his wheat
(and other producers make the same calculation with respect to their commo-
dities) will sell for; two bushels of wheat, during the war, would raise a pound

;

the nominal pound of 20^. remains the same, although national and private debts

(and the private debts are supposed to be quite equal to, if not greater than, the

public debts,)—although all these debts and engagements have to be paid under
a system which has latterly taken five bushels of wheat instead of two to raise the

nominal pound. The reason little rent can be paid is, that the farmer is obliged

to take so much more of his produce to pay the expenses of cultivation, after

paying which, little of the produce, often none at all, is left either for rent to the

landlord or profit to the tenant ; this is the way in which the fall in prices aflfects

the landed interest, and, as I suspect, ail other interests ; and these were the

circumstances which ought to have been considered at the close of the war. At
the same time, although I should have wished to have returned to a very different

state of things than was adopted in 1819, I am far from wishing to return to that

precise state now, after such a length of time has elapsed. IVIy impression is,

that all we can look to now is, a return to the old standard of value, which was
gold and silver conjointly. The price of wheat has fallen in this country beyond
what it was immediately preceding the war, because we have not had the old

standard of value. It was stated in 1819 that we were not intending to return

I to the old standard ; we have only returned to the gold standard. Jf we had
returoed
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returned to the silver, a higher rate of prices would, in my opinion, have been the ^- ^- Cayley, Ettj.

consequence. The measure 1 sliould propose would be to add silver as an ~~ ~ ~
' , , , .
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.
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optional standard, at its present comage price ; not r>s. la., tlie old standard price,

but 5s. Od. ; and I consider that not much, if at all, more than equivalent to the

old standard before the war ; because before 1819 there was a law to prevent the

export of the coin ; that operated to the extent, I believe, of two and a half or

three per cent, in keeping it at home.

3671. How does that appear?— I think it was so stated by Mr. Alexander

Baring before the Privy Council Committee on Coins in 1828. That would

atlbrd a broader base on which to found a paper circulation than the present

standard, and would enable the bank to increase their issues with safety. There

is this advantasie in silver as a standard, that there is a physical obstacle in pro-

curing it rapidly from the bank upon any sudden panic, so that ultimate con-

vertibility is secured ; the more the bank is protected against a general and sudden

run, the safer it is for property itstlf, because, with all the credit transactions of

this country, no amount of bullion that is attainable could ))rotect the bank.

Panics are commonly only of short duration ; it is wise, therefore, whilst you

concede to the principle of convertibility, to place a difficulty in the way until

confidence be restored. This was done in the rebellion of 1745. By paying in

sixpences, the bank held out till the panic was over. The same sort of thing took

place in the three days of July in Paris ; a run was made on the bank ; the slow

payments in silver prevented the bank cofl'ers being exhausted, until the crisis

was over. Silver thus creating a physical obstacle in the way of that rapid con-

vertibility demanded in a political panic, which all authorities agree no bank can

withstand if continued long enough, the bank would be encouraged to increase its

circulation. Taking the present market price of silver into the account, together

with the physical advantages of silver, its adoption as a standard would produce

a rise in prices, in my opinion, of from 10 to 15 per cent. I know there is an

objection to altering the standard, but we must recollect that a great difficulty

has to be overcome ; and if the United States have lately, with no such difficulty

pressing upon them, depreciated their gold standard six per cent, to bring it on a

par with their silver (which I understand to have been the case), while no com-

plaints have been made against the measure, I do not see why we should scruple

in doing it. In addition to the adoption of silver as a standard, I would allow

the country bankers, at least, to issue one and two pound notes ; and I should

have no objection to the one and two pound notes being .secured, if it be thought

recjuisite to protect the labouring class from the failure of banks ; though, as I

said before, my own opinion is, that the working class have lo,st 20 times

more for want of one-pound notes than ever they did by the failure of banks.

Then there was a clause in the last Bank Charter Act which prevents the

public demanding gold from country bankers, which is a great security against

internal panics. With these adjuncts to a silver standard, prices might be per-

manently and securely sustained, full 20 per cent., I believe, above their present

level ; the effect of which would be, that 40,000,000/. annually would be given

to the agricultural interest. Supposing 200,000,000/. to be the gross value of

agricultural produce at this time, 20 per cent, on that is 40,000,000/. Then, as

to rents, at the present prices certainly there must be an immense reduction of

rent; a great change has taken place already in the rental, but probably as much
more remains to be made, if 40^. is to be the standard for wheat; the landlords

up to this time have staved off the evil day by obtaining rent out of the capital of

the farmer ; but the day of reckoning will come, because the land cannot be

cultivated at the price I have named. Now supposing rent to be one-fifth part of

the gross produce of the land (and on an average of present prices I do not think

it is more), if this modification of Mr. Peel's Bill, which I propose, were to take

place, it would save at least a reduction of 8,000,000 /. of rental ; 8,000,000 /.

being the fifth part of the 40,000,000/. increase, which I have assumed would be
effected in the price of the gross produce. By the same means I should hope
that, together with further improvement in husbandry, the land might remain in

cultivation.

3672. Supposing the landlord's rent to be 1,000/. a year, if he continued to

receive that 1,000/. a year, which you say he cannot do under the present state

of things, if he was enabled to do that in consequence of a depreciation of cur-

rency, would not his money go less far in any thing he had to apply it to, except
the payment of his debts; if he desired, which of course he would, to apply that

4^4- K D 3 money
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E. S. Cayley, Esq. money to procure him commodities of any description for his own use, would he
"~

not, from that increased price of every thing, find that he gained nothing by the
10 March 1836. depreciation?—He would gain by the depreciation in all his fixed payments.

That is no small thing with the landed interest generally, for we are not to consider

one individual landlord, but the whole together. Then the retail prices have not
fallen nearly so much as wholesale prices in consequence of the bad debts of the

customers of tradesmen, and any increase in the wholesale price would not

necessarily entail an increase of price on the retail ; for the retail trade becoming
prosperous, competition would prevent more than the profitable charge being
made ; whereas the retail trade, notwithstanding its comparatively high charges,

having been lately ruinous, competition has not come into operation with respect

to it. But the same argument will apply to the expenditure of the labourers as to

that of the landlords ; their wages, it is true, not having been reduced in propor-

tion to the fall of prices, those who get employed and get money are in as appa-
rentljf a prosperous state as they were, or at least in a good state ; but this pro-

sperity is filched from the capital, not taken out of the profits, of the farmer; it

therefore cannot last. Many are unemployed, and wages and prices must ulti-

mately fall to the satne level. When that takes place, agriculture remaining
unprofitable, what will be the condition of the labourer? The case of a rise of

prices and a rise of wages is extremely well put by Mr. James; he is taking in

his argument another ratio of depreciation ; he says, " The farmers and other

first producers, manufacturers, ship-owners. Sec, would have, after paying their

fixed charges, a larger amount of money left for themselves, their labourers and
workmen. An agricultural or manufacturing labourer would then receive 20d.,

where he now receives 12(1. Taxes remaining the same, beer would rise, say

from 4d. to 5d. the pot ; sugar from 7 d. to 9d. the pound ; tobacco, first cost,

from 5d. to 8d. the pound ; the tax 3s. remaining the same, the total cost would
rise from 3 s. 5d. to 3s. 8d. the pound, which would make but little increased

cost in the price of the ounce, say 4d. ; other things would rise much in the same
proportion ; some more, some less, as taxes and fixed charges operated upon them.

Suppose a workman, now receiving 1 s., to purchase a pot of porter, Ad., a pound
of .sugar, 7 d., and a quarter of an ounce of tobacco. Id., such would take his shil-

ling ; but at the rate of depreciation supposed (and one rate is as good as another
for the argument), he would then receive 20 d. instead of I2d. ; and having then

to pay 5d. for his pot of porter, 9d. for his pound of sugar, and 1 d. for his quarter

of an ounce of tobacco, making together 1*. 3d., the labourer would be a clear

gainer of 5d. by the operation, which 5d. would remain with him to purchase
any other necessary or comfort he might desire. Its operation upon a larger

scale would be to give the labourers 20*. where they now only receive 12*.;

but as they, as consumers, would, have to pay onlj' in the proportion of from 12

to 15, they would be benefited as clear gainers of 5.s. in every 20*. they earned."

In this way the labourers and all the productive classes would be benefited by the

change I propose.

3673. For how many years do you consider the present state of currency, as it

now exists, and as you think it has existed to the injury of the community, has

now continued ?— It has now continued more or less, with certain interruptions,

from the year 1814; but the full operation of it has not been perceptible more

than the last two years.

3674. So that you conceive the operation of the transition from the paper cur-

rency to the present system, begun in 1814, has been going on gradually, with

different variations in different years, but has not been in full operation until the

last two years?— Yes.

3675. It is to its coming into that full operation the last two years that you

ascribe a considerable portion of the farmers" distress which has existed the last

two years?— I attribute the increased distress to that.

3676. Would not the change you advocate be a serious injury to fixed annui-

tants?—It might be a partial injury, but no injustice to the fixed annuitant; and

I say so on these grounds : at the close of the war it was agreed in Parliament,

Mr. Huskisson himself supporting the view, that 80s. was to be considered the

remunerating price for wheat, and other produce in proportion. We passed the

Corn Law, apparently making provisions to accomplish the price of 80*. ; that

remained in force till 1822. During that time any operations which had produced

a rise of price to 80,y. would have been no injury to fixed annuitants, because Par-

liament had declared that as the basis of price, and calculations would have been

made
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made by annuitants accordingly. Between 1822 and 1828 a Corn Law prevailed, £. 5. Cayley, Esq.

proposing for the landed interest 10s. as the price of wheat. If any change had .

taken place in the currency to secure that 70.y., the fixed annuitant and every other 10 March 183G.

class had been led to expect it ; they had never contemplated another price ; if

they did, whilst others were in ignorance of what was going on, then indeed dis-

honesty may have produced the change that has taken place; but I do not suspect

fixed annuitants generally of a knowledge of the cause of their late increase of

wealth. Since 1828 a Corn Law has prevailed, declaring QAs. as the price, on

the average, for wheat ; any change, therefore, in the prices up to 04^. a quarter

for wheat would not be any injustice to the annuitant, because he has been led

to expect it ; and it is only three or four years since (in consequence of scarcity,

of which the annuitant knew nothing) that price in fact prevailed.

3()77. How do you account for the suspension of the effect to the last few

years?— Many changes have taken place in the currency in the interval since

1814, and latterly some extraordinary seasons.

'iMr. Cayley withdraws.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Veneris W MarHi, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chaik.

John Laiigliorne, Esq., is called in; and Examined as follows:

3678. WHERE do you reside ?—At Berwick-upon-Tweed.

3679. You are a banker there ?—I am.

3680. You are a banker in an extensive way?—Not very, but tolerably so.

3681. You are also a steward for one or two noblemen or gentleiaen ?—I have
the management of one large estate.

3682. Of course you are acquainted with the state of the farmers in that coun-

try ?—Yes.

3683. Your land is there generally good, is it not ?—There is the finest land

in the kingdom. I believe Lord Tankerville has one of the finest farms in the

whole kingdom, and generally his estate is the finest I know.

3684. You have more than one farm under your view ?—Yes ; about 40 large

farms.

3685. Is the land generally good ?—It is.

3686. And their local burthens not high ?—The local burthens are very low
indeed.

3687. What do you include in the local burthens ?— I include poor's-rates,

statute duty, church-rates, and land-tax.

3688. Have the goodness to state how much in the pound is paid for land-

tax r—I have a good deal of tithing over a large district. AVe always deduct,

for all the rates, 2 s. in the pound ; for all those four rates.

3689. They do not exceed 2*. in the pound ; the land-tax, the highway-rate,

the poor-rate and the church-rate ?—No, they do not exceed that.

3690. What is the amount of poor's-rate ?—The poor's-rate will be perhaps

1 s. in the pound ; the highway-rate 6 d. generally.

3691. Do vou mean on real value?— Yes. The church-rate and the land-

tax together will be about4</.
;

probably there will he 2d. between the other

two.

3692. Is the land-tax generally borne by the landlord or the tenant ?—By
the tenant.

3693. What sort of tenants are they ; are they an industrious people ?—Highly
respectable tenantry, and of large capital also.

3694. Are the men skilful as well as industrious ?—Yes ; the best farmers in

the kingdom.

3695. Notwithstanding they are the best farmers in the kingdom, what is their

condition?— Upon the turnip soils they are just making them pay, and upon the

strong soils they are losing a great deal of money.

464. 11 D 4 ^^qCi. Are

John Langhome,
Esq.

11 March 1836.
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Are they paying rent out of capital ?—Yes.

Esq. 3^97- That you know ?—Yes ; I have lieard from several tenants, on strong
clay soils particularly, stating that they had lost such a sum, and I might take

11 March 1836. the farms into my own hand and plough them, and that they would go away;
one even threatened that he would make an assignment, and we mio-ht do what
we liked with the lands.

3698. Was that a farmer of good character?—Yes.

3699. Occupying a very large farm ?—Yes, a very large farm indeed.

3700. As a banker, besides being acquainted with the circumstances of the
tenants of this large estate to which you have alluded, you are acquainted with
the tenants of other estates, and know their circumstances?—Yes, I do pretty
"well, from that sort of experience which we generally have.

3701. Do you advance them money with the same facility you did formerly ?

—

Certainly not.

3702. Unless they bring securities with them, do you accommodate them with
money at all ?— I never advance a shilling of money to pay rent. I go upon
this principle, that it is leading to a false end, for without the landlords do not
get the rent, they do not know the distress of their tenants. The thing is, that if

1 lend money I may get it back as I can, under the present circumstances.

3703. The landlord has a distress for his rent; you have no such distress for
your loan?— Just so.

3704. Do those people, under those circumstances, pay their rents ?—No, cer-
tainly not.

370.')- Are they in arrear ?—They are.

3706. Considering what the half-yearly payment is, are they greatly in arrear ?—They are.

37f'7' In what proportion to the yearly rent?—About one-fourth is left

unpaid.

370^- Hovv long does that remain over generally ?—We get it in from time to
time, as we can ; 1 have got some in since the last rent-day, and some very large
arrears I have not got at all yet.

_3709- There is none in danger?—I think not. I will explain how we deal
wjth the farmers. There is scarcely a farmer in the whole district that has not
with me what we call a cash account.

3710. The same as they have in Scotland ?—Yes ; and every one of them over-
draws me, according to the extent of his farm, from 200/. to 300/., 400/. or 500/.,
either for rent or any thing else.

37> 1 • Does he do that now without any security ?—We have a bond in the first

place
; the man himself, with two securities ; we have always three names to the

bond before we lend money ; he draws as he likes, and pays in as he likes, and
as he pays in, it decreases his interest.

37' 2. You are acquainted with the mode of Scotch banking ?— Yes,

3713- Do the Scotch notes come over the Border '?—They do, sometimes.

37 '4- Do they do any good ?—No, they are of so small an extent that they are
not of any consequence.

371.5- Do they do good in Scotland?—They do good, not particularly in Scot-
land, but they do good to the community in general, inasmuch as the increase of
circulation in Scotland tends to raise the prices in Scotland, with some contingent
benefit for England. I remember being with Mr. Herries once. He told me
they were going to take away the one-pound notes from Scotland. I said, that

will be very foolish ; they do no harm ; tliey are a general good ; it will only add
to the mischief; and they did not take them away.

37 iC. It is your opinion that they do great good in Scotland'?—Not parti-

cularly so ; they may be a profit to bankers, but the bankers are so rich in

Scotland, that whether they had them or not, they could give accommodation.

3717. Why are you so anxious to preserve them?—Because they have a

tendency to assist the circulation.

3718. If they do not do so much good to the bankers, they increase the general

mass of the circulation of notes, and do good to the public r
—-Certainly.

3719. Have you turned your attention at all to the bonding system in this

country r—No, I have not.

3720. You do not consider these one-pound notes of any particular advantage

in con.sequence of their size, but merely from their swelling the circulation ?--

Yes ; and of course advantageous to the banks who i)ut them out, and have

their
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their profits upon them ; but as regards Scotland particularly, I do not think they John Ldv^home,

are of advantage. I^^q.

3721. If the bankers were more secure of not being drawn upon for gold,

would they put out more notes ?—No ; in Scotland they are never hardly called

upon for gold.

3722. Do the Scotch banks give security for their deposits or their notes?

—O no.

3723. They are like our joint-stock banks here ?—Perfectly.

3724. The .security consists in the number of the names and the personal

responsibility of the parties ?—Yes ; there are the chartered banks, in which the

partners are not liable.

3725. They are incorporated banks ?—Yes.

3726. You have only about 30 or 40 banks altogether in Scotland ?— I do not

know.

3727. How many of them are like our English banks, with a limited number of

partners ?—Very few.

37 2(8. Are you aware whether there are more than 16 or 17 out of the number?
—I cannot say.

3729. You have described agriculture to be in a very bad condition in North-
umberland ; can you state any particular instances of the depreciation ?^— Yes, 1

can ; I have before me the names of several farms that I do not personally know,
but being in the neighbourhood, I know the statements are pretty correct ; there

is a farm of the name of Grindon, of 1,400 acres, once let at 2,400/. a year, now
let at 1,200/. a year.

3730. Within what period has that deduction taken place ?—The last lease

was about 22 years ago ; it is just out of lease again.

3731. What is the usual term of the lease?—Nineteen to 21 years. There is

another farm I know perfectly well : Goswick, 900 acres, which was let at 2,100/.,

and is now let at 1,260/. These are the depreciations in certain farms. There
is a farm of Norham Mains, of 1,000 acres, which was let at 2,100/., and is now
let at 1,400/. or 1,450/.; Duddo, 1,100 acres, was let at 1,600/. a year, and is

now let at 1,100/. a year ; then Melkington (I have not the number of acres),

which was let at 600/., now is let at 300/.

3732. How long ago was it let at 600/.?— It will be some time ago; in the

high times. Then there is East Lilburn, 800 acres, was let at 1,800/., and is

now let at 1,200/.

3733. How long ago was it let at 1,800/.?—Four or five-and-twenty years

ago. There is Horton, 2,100 acres, was let at 2,300 /. a year, is now let at

1,560/.; North Earl, 400 acres, let at 1,000/. a year, is now let at 700/.;
Brunton, (I do not know the number of acres,) let at 1,000/. a year in the last

lease, was a year or two ago let at 600/. Then I have before me the rental of a
large estate in Northumberland. This estate, (for I have it very exactly,) produced
in the year 1815 a yearly rental of 7,448/. ; at present it produces 4,935/.; a
reduction of 2,513/., or 33 per cent.

3734. Have you any farms in your fine country thrown out of cultivation ?

—No.

3735. In all those farms, of which you mention that the rents have been so

much reduced, have the tenants been kept strictly to the fulfilment of the terms of

their leases ?—Yes, I have no doubt of it.

3736. You have no suspicion that the value of those farms has been lessened

in consequence of their being badly farmed during the leases ?^—I am quite clear

they have not been deteriorated. I take the leases of 19 and 21 years. In th'e

beginning of the lease they lead lime, and lay out a great deal of money. I have
known as much as 2,000/. laid out in a few years. Then they lime no more; the

lease goes on ; and of course they do not lime or buy any manure at the end of

the lease, because they say " I am manuring now for the next tenant ;" and there-

fore, for the last five or six years, they are not at the same expense with it.

3737. Does that, in point of fact, deteriorate the value of the land towards the
close of the leases.?— It will, to a certain extent; it will make it worse if they do
not add the same quantity of manure as they have been putting on before ; but still

it cannot be considered as much deteriorated in five or six years.

3738. Can you speak at all to the produce of corn at the time of those leases

being first granted ?— I have a paper of the general averages of the kingdon ; I

can only speak to the kingdom generally.

464- i^ £ 3739- The
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373g. The prices were a great deal higher when the leases were taken than

they are now?—Yes, three times the amount, 1 should say.

3740. Can you state what is the produce per acre of different kinds of grain

on those lands ?—Yes ; on the gravel soils, if we get about four bolls of wheat

an acre, we think that very good ; that is, 24 bushels ; our boll consists of six

bushels.

3741. Can you give the same as to oats, barley, beans and peas?—Oats will

run from 36 to 42 bushels on those good lands. If it is a very ()ry year, they will

probably get under six bolls ; if it is wet they w ill perhaps get seven. Barley

will run from six to eight bolls ; the average may be seven ; that is 42 bushels.

3742. Beans:—Beans are very uncertain; from 24 to 36.

3743. Have you any statement of what has been the profit of an acre of land,

taken from the fair average value of the light lands r— I have such statements made
by another gentleman.

3744. Can you rely upon them, so as to state them to be in your opinion cor-

rect?—Yes; they are made by Mr. Jobson, one of the best agriculturists in the

north of England, a tenant of Lord Tankerville.

3745. Have you a statement of the expenditure on farms of a given extent on

lands of different quality?—I have a calculation of my own and otlier persons.

[T/(e same is delivered fn, and read, and is as folloivs ;]

Estimate of the Proceeds of a Farm of .300 Acres of Tuinip Soil, or nearly so, managed
under the Fifth Cou'-se Rotation of Husbandry, 1835.

Four pair horses, kept with oals, 840 bushels, at 2s. 4^. per bushel

One ridin'i' horse, kept with oats, lao bushels, at 2*. 4^/. per bushel -

Six servants' wages, corn money, &.C., each at 32 /. . - . -

A young lad within the house of the farmer - - - - -

Two sirvant maids, 7/. each --------
Blacksmith's work----------
Saddler's ditto----------
Carpenter's ditto ----------
A spademan and corn stacker--------
Repairing buildings __.-----.
'I'ear and wear of carts and implements ------
Ditto - ditto, in threshing machine and barn implements

Poor-rale, church-rate, higliway-rate and county-rate - - -

Grass seeds for Co acres, at 1 2 s. per acre------
Summer work __-_.-----
Harvest work, 120 acres, at 10s. per acre . . - - _

Thresliing tiie crop ---------
Marketing the produce ---------
Assessed taxes and window cess -------
Twenty acres of fallow sown with bone dust, at 30.9. per acre

Ditto - - ditto, limed, at 305. per acre - - - -

Sixty acres of turnip seed, 2 lb. per acre, at 8rf. per lb. - - -

Incidental expenses -_-- -_..
Wheat for seed, 20 acres, at 3 bushels per acre, and 4 s. 8rf. per bushel

Barlev for seed, 60 acres, at 3 bushels per acre, and 3s. 4^. per bushel

Oats for seed, 60 acres, at 5 bushels per acre, and is, Sd. per bushel -

Prodijce.

Twenty acres of wheat, at 24 bushels per acre, at ^ s. 8 d. per bushel

Forty acres of barley, at 40 bushels per acre, at 3 s. 4 d. per bushel

Sixty acres of oats, at 40 bushels per acre, at 2 s. 8 d. per bushel

Ten three year old steers, at 15/. each - . - - -

Thirty old ewes, at 30 s. each-------
Fifty-five dimmonts, at 34.'!. each ------
Thirty gimmers, at 305. each -------
Seventy stones of wool, at 36 s. per stone - - - - .

Profit on 1 2 steers bought in ------ -

Expenses, as above .---.--
Leaving for interest of capital^ rent and tithe - - -

That land is worth at the kant 30*. an acre.

£.
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3746. Do you mean with reference to the present prices ?—No ; it was John Laiighomr,

formerly 40,?. They vary very much; they are very good, and all the turnip ^^1-

soils with us are sloping ; some of the soils at the bottom are worth from 21. to

3/. an acre; then when they get up to the top of the hill they are not worth " ^"'^'^ '^^^•

above 10 5.

3747. How much capital do you calculate ?—About 1,400/ on the farm.

5748. Is there any thing calculated for the value of the tenant's living and his

family, against this r—No.

3749. Is the produce consumed at home taken into the calculation?—No;
they consume part of their o\\\\ produce, and they buy other articles; I have
put down nothing for that. I did put down 100/., and I struck it out, saying,
" He has at any rate his family to maintain ; I will not put that into the expenses
of the farm."

3750. Is not the calculation you have given of bone dust very small r— Bone
dust is of very late introduction

;
generally die manure of the farm will manure

two-thirds of the fallow land ; then they always had one-tliird without any
crop. Since the introduction of bone dust, they now grow crops on the whole
of the soil. The overplus is 474/., the rent is 450/. ; so that there isjust24/. for

the tenant.

3751. You do not include the tenant in the previous expenses.'—\o.
3752. He has 24 /. for himself?— Yes.

3753- This is land which you consider of the best quality; the turnip land ?

—

Yes ; it will grow any thing every year.

3754. What quantity of turnips per acre would you consider an average pro-

duce ?—Those lands will grow from 20 to 24 tons an acre.

3755. Do you speak of the common turnip ?—Yes ; I had a calculation made
very particularly.

3756. What is the state of the poor in that part of the country?—We have
very few poor ; it may be inferred, from what I have stated, the poor are kept

very well ; there are no complaints, and we never have any difficulty with the

servants.

3757. You have not a surplus population in that country ?—No ; we are much
better off.

3758. Notwithstanding you are so well off, can you go on at this rate unless

prices are raised ?— I am quite sure not.

3759. To what do you attribute this lowness of price ?—To various causes ; but

I think the leading cause is the contraction of the circulation.

3760. Did you observe that the prices fell at that particular time ?—Yes; they

always fell when the Bank of England were preparing for their cash payments;
they have always risen when the Bank of England issued its notes again.

3761. You have found that to be the case in your own experience ?—Yes ; I

can give an instance of a very great decrease of paper circulation with which I am
concerned.

3762. As a banker you attend to this, of course ?—Yes. In the year 1814 there

were two banks and a branch of Sir William Loraines bank existing in Berwick.

I know the circulation of my own, and from the other bank I have a statement,

but I know nothing of the circulation of Sir William Loraine's branch. I have
put mine as 8 ; I put the other as the figure 7 ; I put the third as the figure 1

;

those together make 16. My circulation at this time is just 5, and that is the

whole circulation of the Berwick Bank. Mine is a much more extended busi-

ness now than all those three businesses.

3763. What is that which you put down as 7?—That is the circulation of

the other bank which then existed in Berwick; there is now none but my own,

nor has there been for a great many years.

3764. Instead of 16 there is now only as 5 ?-—Yes, just so.

3765. Have your prices fallen since the circulation has been diminished in the

manner you refer to?—There is no doubt of it.

3766. Of course it would be for your interest, provided you were insured

against any inconvenient calls upon you, to increase your circulation?—The truth

is, we used to be very fond of increasing our circulation, but I do not care about
it now ; if a person comes and asks for accommodation, I give it hira.

3767. Is it not the apprehension of being called on suddenly to repay the

notes, which makes persons unwilling to increase their circulation?— It makes
them careful ; every one says, " I have no wish to put out more pound notes."

464. EE2 3768. Would
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Juhn Lansltonit, 37<">8- Would they like to put out more one-pound notes ?—We are not fond

Esq. of increasing our business.

37<^'U. If the golden days could return again, you would be as glad to put out
II March i&^t). y^^p currency now a"? you were then?—We always followed in the train of the

Bank of England.

3770. You have observed that the expansion and contraction of currency has

very much affected the prices of agricultural produce ?—Yes.

3771. Is it your opinion, that if an expansion took place through a double

currency of gold and silver, that would tend to improve the agricultural interest?

•—Decidedly so.

3772. Were you a banker at the time of Mr. Mowbray's failure ?—Yes, I was

a partner with Mr. Mowbray.

3773. It was only a branch bank established in Berwick?— It was a bank

separate from the others ; I took pretty good care not to involve myself with them,

and kept myself out of the scrape.

3774. One cause of their great failure was their extensive issue of paper, was
it not ?—No ; it was the lending a large sum of money to some speculators in lead

mines ; I believe they lent to the extent of 240,000/. to one house, and that was
their ruin.

3775. You say you conceive a great relief would be afforded if silver was

made a joint standard with gold ; in what way do you conceive a great relief

would be afforded ?—They might make the standard 5 s. 6 d. instead oi 5 s. 2d.
;

that would be an advantage at once, and also it would stop all panics.

3776. How would it do that?—People would not take the silver ; they would
not be troubled with it ; they would rather run the risk of the bank notes.

3777. Supposing they were to require it, would there be any increased facility

of paying in silver except the inconvenience of its great bulk ?—Yes ; much
greater inconvenience. I remember during the three days in Paris, the bankers

saved themselves altogether by payments in silver.

3778. Is there any actual power possessed by bankers in gaining a supply of

silver abroad they do not possess in respect of gold ?— I do not know the quan-
tity of either ; but certainly, as respects gold, it is the circulation of the world.

We can retain no more in our kingdom than that ; all the other stales must share

with us ; each must have an equal share.

3779. Supposing a person drew a bill for 100 livres on Paris, he would not be

entitled to have it paid in gold ?—They can pay it either in silver or gold,

3780. Will they pay it in gold unless they are paid an agio upon it?—No.
3781. Supposing the standard was a joint standard, and if gold and silver,

would not the probability be that there would be a much larger quantity of silver

in this country than there is now ?—Certainly ; three or four times as much.

3782. Would not that have a tendency to increase the general circulation of

the country ?—No doubt it would.

3783. Has there been any departure from the Bill of 1819 for the Resumption
of Cash Payments ?—In the year 1819 they prepared for cash payments, then they

got into a state of very great distress, and in the year 1823 they let loose the

bank notes again, and they did it in the most foolish and improper manner possi-

ble, for they forced the Bank of England to lend on mortgage, and do every thing

that was improvident.

3784. Did it force up the currency ?—Yes.

3785. Then came the panic in the close of 1825?—Yes.

3786. Then came down the prices again?—Yes, and half the manufacturers in

the kingdom were ruined.

3787. Was any practice had recourse to after 1825, to raise it again?—No.

3788. Do you remember any one-pound notes being issued after that ?—During
the panic they issued one-pound notes, and saved themselves by them. I had
some myself, for on sending for gold, I ordered a box of gold, and, to my great

surprise, came a parcel of one-pound notes, which were of no use to me.

3789. Was any thing done afterwards to raise the currency ?—No, not that I

recollect; in 182G they passed a Bill to annihilate the one-pound notes in three

years, and they ceased in 1829.

3790. They continued out till 1829?—Yes.

3791. They were rapidly disappearing during that time ?—Yes? I had a very

large payment to make, that required, I think, as much as 20,000/. in one-pound
notes
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notes, all among labourers, in the very last month before they expired. I put John Lunghome,

out the whole 20,(X)0 /. in notes, to save me the expense of getting gold from K"')-

London.

3792. In the year 1829, when the small notes were called in, were there not " March 1836.

bad seasons, that kept up prices for some time ?—There were some bad seasons in

1829, 1830, and 1831.

3793. After they were over, did not the price immediately fall ?— It did.

3794. It continued down for some time?— It did.

3795. Taking' 10 or 15 years previous to 1819, what was the condition of

the farmers ?—The condition of the farmers in the years 1812, 1813 and 1814
was good.

3796. Some time previous to that, take 10 or 15 years?—In 1815 they

began to prepare for cash payments, and prices began to go down in 1816 ; I

remember perfectly it was a very bad year, from a wet season and the contraction

of the currency ; and the wet season placed the farmers in a most dreadful

situation.

3797. In 1817?—In 1817, such was the dreadful state of things, that they again

put out the currency.

3798. Was it remedied in 1817; was it relieved for a time r—Yes; then in

1819 they again commenced the operation of contracting the currency.

3799. Did that lower the prices?—Yes.

3800. The year 1822 was the worst year of all ?—Yes.

3801. The condition of the farmer kept pace, in your opinion, with the con-

traction and expansion of the currency ?—Yes.

3802. Then previous to 1819, several years previous to 1819, M'ith the exception

of the years you have mentioned, the condition of the farmer was generally pros-

perous?—No; there was great distress in 1816.

3803. Generally speaking, you did not hear of great agricultural distress in

1819?—Not in 1819.

3804. Since 1819, with the exception of the years 1824 and 1825, the years of

prosperity, what has been the condition of the farmer since that ?—Every year it

has been getting worse and worse.

3805. There have been a great variety of seasons during that period, some years

very productive, others the contrary ; let me ask you, the years 1828, 1829, 1830,

I believe, were wet seasons ?—Not good years at all.

3806. Prices, in consequence of the small quantity of produce, increased?

—

Clearly.

3807. What was the condition of the farmers in those years ?—These years

were very bad.

3808. Then since that year, the years 1833 and 1834 were productive years ?—

•

Very productive, exceedingly so, that is 1834 ; barley and oats were very short.

3809. Generally speaking, they were good seasons ; what was the condition of

the farmer?—Every year worse.

3810. Whether the season was productive or otherwise, the condition of the

farmer was equally bad?— Gradually getting worse.

3811. Therefore you consider there was some cause which occasioned these

extraordinary circumstances, that neither a good nor a bad year brought any

relief to the farmer ?—Yes, and I anticipate myself that the thing will be

worse yet.

3812. Do you attribute it to any other causes except the currency ?— I do.

3813. To what; to importations from Ireland ?—I do not think that alters the

question at all as to the currency.

3814. If I understand you right, your opinion is, that, without any importation

from Ireland, with a defective currency, we should have low prices ?—Yes.

3815. But will not the great importations from Ireland contribute to increase

the depression occasioned by low prices ?—Yes.

3S16. If you had ever so good a currency, suppose more was imported from

Ireland than England can fairly take, would not that occasion low prices ?—Yes,

clearly.

3817. Are there any other causes you attribute it to?—I do not attribute any
thing to the corn laws ; I think they are a dead letter just now.

3818. Why do you think they are a dead letter ?—Because they cannot operate

at all.

464. E £ 3 3819. What
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John Langhurne,

Esq.

11 March 1836.

3819. What do you think of the warehousing system ?— I do not understand it.

3S20. With respect to the Bank of England branch banks, do you consider

they have any effect or otherwise? —I consider them injurious to the lauded

interest, and I will give my reason ; wherever they are established, the branch

banks contract the circulation of the other banks very much ; whatever notes they

get in, they take them in for cash, when, of course, the other banks withdraw their

accommodation.

38-21. The consequence is, they are bound to keep a certain sum of money to

meet those average demands on them, and deprive them of the means of lending

money on accommodation to farmers ?— Yes ; I had better explain how the bankers

went on before this took place ; they took each other's notes, and exchanged once

or twice a week, and paid the balance over to the banker in London.

3822. The same as they do here at the clearing houses r—Yes; since the Bank
of England have set up branch banks they do not let them do that ; they make
them pay all the notes in cash and gold on the spot ; consequently a banker may
have to keep 50,000/. by him.

3823. Do you know any bank which, in point of fact, has been obliged at times

to pay large sums?— I know one bank that has, and this I knov/, that the Bank of

England are trying to get all the taxes into their own hands.

3824. These Bank of England branch banks only pay the notes specially pay-

able there ?—Yes.

382,5. In point of fact, they have a great advantage from having to do with the

Bank of England, and being able to give their notes for their own when required ?

—The Bank of England does not put out any notes of the bankers doing business

with them.

3826. They have a great advantage over the country banks, by being able to put

out some of the London notes?— It is no advantage to them, because they had
that before.

3827. Do they not do that in such a way as to give them an advantage over the

country notes ?— Yes, they do.

3828. And therefore the country bank notes and the branch Bank of England
notes are not on a fair equality ?— No.

3829. You say that the Bank of England send their notes to you, and get

cash for them ?—Yes ; or otherwise we pay into the bank beforehand.

3830. Are not the country bankers now authorized to pay them in Bank
of England notes ?—Yes ; but we never run on each other for gold ; we paid in

London.

3831. When you spoke just now about gold, you meant gold or Bank of

England paper?—Yes.

3832. Will the branch banks give any accommodation to the landed interest?

—They will not ; it is impossible for the farmers to deal with them at all.

3833. They will not lend money to a farmer, or to the occupier or proprietor

of land, on any security that they have the means to offer?—No ; they conduct

their business on the system of London, where there are bills to discount ; we
have very few London bills ; where I discount 10,000 /. of London bills, I dare say

I discount 30,000 /. of local bills, which they would not look at.

3S34. Would there be any objection on the part of the country bankers to

give security with respect to the amount of their issues from time to time ?—

I

should think there would, because you would secure one class of creditors to rob

the others.

3835. Supposing greater facilities were to be given to country bankers for

issuing their notes on that condition, do you tliirik they would be inclined to

subscribe to that condition ?—Certainly not ; I would not.

3836. You were stating what you thought the cause of the reduction of bank
notes ; you stated, as there was an issue to the extent which you expressed by
the figure 16, that now that maybe expressed by the figure .5; do you think

that is at all the fair average in the present reduction of the amount of circula-

tion ?— I shoidd think it would be tolerably fair.

3837. Including the Bank of England, country banks and branch banks?

—

That is precisely the fact ; I should say that their amount is reduced a third, or

at least, I believe, there is not a bank in the kingdom that has not reduced one-

half of its notes,

3S38. Thea
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383S. Tlien, as you take your local circulation as described by figure 16, the Ji^kn Langkvne,

reduction being in the proportion that ;') beans to 16, can you make any con- ^"'1'

jectui'c as to what is the whole aniount of circulation, and what is the reduction 71 ~ 77

in that whole amount?— In that period the Hank of England would have " arc i 3 .

out about 28,000,000 or 20,000,000 in round numbers; then I think the

country circulation would he as much. Now, the country circulation is

10,000,000, and the bank circulation is 18,000,000 ; so tluit there would then be
60,000,000 of circulation, and now there is 38,000,000 of notes in circulation.

3839. Does the circulation of the Bank of England include notes only, or coin

also ?—It includes nothing but the notes.

3840. Can you state what was the amount of circulation of the precious metals

atone time and the other?—That is a question which 1 believe no person can

answer ; it is matter of guess ; some persons would guess 50,000,000 ; others

J 5,000,000 ; my own opinion is, that the circulation of gold is very mwch over-

rated.

3841. Do you believe it is 30,000,000 ?--No, far below that: 1 received from
a variety of persons 12,000/., and in that 12,000/. I received only 98/. in

sovereigns.

3842. AVithin what period ?—Last October.

3843. You received that in one day ?—Yes.

3844. As a banker or a receiver of rents ?—As a receiver of rents.

3845. Was there a great deal of arrear upon that rent ?—Far too much.
3846. Have you taken notice that at any period of agricultural distress a good

deal of old coin has been brought out of the coffers of the farmers ?— I have not

seen such a thing in my own experience.

3847. Have you any thing to suggest that you think would be of use to assist

in the relief of agricultural distress?— I have nothing to suggest, except that I

mentioned before, the making of a silver standard. I think the Bank of
England might be allowed to issue one-pound notes ; and that, instead of issuing

my own one-pound notes, which I should not wish to do, I should go to the Bank
of England and take my choice, whether sovereigns or bank notes ; I should take

one-pound notes, which would assist the country circulation.

3848. You tliink that the country bankers would not wish to issue one-pound
notes again, in consequence of their fear of a change ?—Yes, lest the country

people should run upon them in case of alarm.

3849. You mentioned, that from there not being a large population in your
part of the kingdom, the labourers are all employed ?—Yes.

3850. What are the wages which are generally given in your neighbourhood?
— I can state that from some papers I have with me ; Lord Tankerville has always

paid 10.?. a week for labour; the farmers pay in winter 9 5., in summer 12s.

a week, so that they come to the same thing ; in fact, then, all the farmers'

servants, such as the hinds and the ploughmen, and so on, are not paid in money,
but in kind.

3851. In those large farms in Northumberland, are there not cottages attached

to the farms ?—Yes, there are ; and I have in my hand the very conditions on
which Lord Tankerville hires his labourers.

[ The Witness then read the paper.']

" I awree to serve the Earl of Tankerville as a servant in husbandry or a common labourer,

at Chillingham, from the 13th of May 1835 to the i3th of May 1836, upon the following

conditions: to have six bolls of oats (a boll is six bushels), three bushels of wheat, half a
stone of cast wool, four bolls of barley, one bushel of rye, one boll four bushels of peas, five

bolls of potatoes, one cow kept, 4 /. in money, six stones in pork, in lieu of keeping a pig,

or hens or other poultry ; and 1 further agree that my cow shall stand in the common cow-
house, and that 1 will find a sufficient woman to wori<, when called on, for 1 s. a day, for 40
days in harvest, and 8 d. for every day's work the remainder of the year.

" Witness my hand, this 2d of March 1835.

" Witness, John Jackson. ^ & '

3852. In point of fact, has there been any discontent among the labourers ?

—No.

3853- Was the manner in which that was calculated, as the payment of the

labourers' wages, intended to be equivalent to about 10 a-, a week?—Yes ; it is

rather under 10 *. a week, considering some additional advantages of potatoes, the
10*. labourers have.

464. E E 4 3854. Does
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JuhalMnghotne, 3854. Does this mode of payment tend to give an interest to the labourer in
^'^'

the produce of the farm ?— It does.

11 March 183C. [The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Abel Sharpe is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

}>\r. Abel Sharpe. 3S55. WHERE do YOU live?—I live at Maidencroft, near Hitchin, in Hert-
fordshire.

3856. Ai-e vou steward to anv gentleman?—-I am stew-ard to Mr. Dehne
Ratciiffe.

3857. He has large property in that part of the country, has he not?—Yes;
a considerable property.

38.58. Do you farm any land yourself?—Yes ; I farm about 300 acres.

3850. How long have you been a farmer and steward to Mr. Delme RatclifFe?

— I have been steward to Mr. Delme Ratclifte and his father nearly 20 years.

3860. Is the condition of the farmers in your county improved much ?—Very
much the reverse.

3861. What is their state now?—Their state is a state of great distress.

3862. Do you apply that observation generally to all farmers, or to fai'mers

on a particular kind of land ?—To all, in a measure ; certainly more to some
than others.

3863. What is the "class" you apply that particularly to?—Those that are

occupiers of inferior land are more oppressed than those who occupy land of a
better quality.

3864. Do you get your rents satisfactorily ?—I do not receive rents for Mr.
RatclifFe.

381)5. Have you any means of knowing how rents have been paid ?—No.
3866. Have any farms been given up of late ?—Some have given up their

farms.

3867. Have those who have given up their farms been prudent men ?—Yes.

3865. Men who would have been likely to thrive, if the times had been pros-

perous ?—Yes ; I do not mean to say that a great many farmers in my neigh-

bourhood have given up their farms.

3869. Are some of those who have gone on in a bad condition ?—Yes.

3870. Do they pay their i-ents out of profits or out of capital ?—I have no
doubt that they pay their rents out of capital.

3871. You state that things cannot go on thus?— Certainly not.

3872. What is the state of the poor?—Those regularly employed I conceive

to be in as good a condition as ever they were.

3873. What is the rate of wages paid?—The rate of wages by the day is

about 8 s. or 9 s. a week.

3874. Can the farmer, at the present prices, continue to pay them tliose

wages?—Certainly not.

3875. It is the lowness of the price that occasioned the distress ?—Yes.

3876. Have you any observation to make on the present corn laws ?—Yes;
I should wish to make an observation upon them ; my opinion is, that the very

great inducement given to speculations in foreign corn, and the immense im-

portations which have taken place, have been the occasion of the great depression

in the present prices.

3877. What are the inducements given to speculations in foreign corn ?—

I

conceive the inducement is much greater to a speculation in foreign corn than in

home-grown corn.

3878. Why ?—I will state a case which I think will show that ; I will suppose

that the average price of wheat were to be at 56 s. a quarter in a season of fair

supply, a season supposed to be an average ; if a person had a wish to enter

into speculation to purchase at that price, he would be greatly inferior in the

advantage he would have to a person engaging in foreign speculation, because

foreign wheat can be imported and laid into bond in this country at about

285. or 30*. the quarter, instead of 5G.y., which would be little more than half

the price ; then supposing a deficient or a bad harvest ensued, and the price

w'ere to reach an amount which would bring the duty down to its minimum,
which I believe is 1 s. a quarter, the foreign speculator then would obtain a gain

of about 42 s. a quarter, whereas the speculator in home-grown corn would get a
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gain of only about 1 7 s.; the one would get a gain of 130 per cent, upon the Mr. jibel SAarpe.

capital employed, and the other only a gain of about 30 per cent.

3879. Are you of opinion that, to prevent this speculation in foreign corn, and " Marcli 1836.

to divert speculation towards English corn, it would be desirable to get rid of

the bonding system ?—1 think it would, in a measure ; I have no wisli entirely

to prohibit the importation of foreign corn, but I think it requires a check

to it.

3880. Should it pay the duty when it comes in ?—Yes, in part at least ; I

have thought the best thing would be to raise the minimum from 1.?. to 8 s.,

and that that proportion shall be paid on its first coming into this country ; and
that, when released from bond, it should pav what remaining portion of the duty

might be required, according to the scale of the present Corn Laws ; that it should

never get down below 8,y. ; and I think not only the grower but the consumer
would be benefited by that, for tliis reason : now in a season of scarcity, when
prices are high, and there is reason to expect it will come to nearly the price,

to bring down the duty to its lowest point, the foreign speculators have the

markets so completely in their hands they will withhold their supplies, and by

every means force up the markets to get the duty at its lowest point ; they have
a double inducement ; they will get an advance in price, and a benefit by the

decrease of duty.

3881. How do you mean that they have the markets in their hands"?—-By

having a large quantity in bond, and thereby a veiy large capital is locked up,

which would otherwise be employed in the purchase of home-grown corn in a

plentiful season ; it would be far prefei'able that, in plentiful seasons, the surplus

produce should be purchased and stored in our warehouses, as a supply for a

deficiency in a scarce one, than that the warehouses should be kept constantly

supplied with foreign corn.

3882. Would not that have the effect of distributing over seasons of scarcity

the abundance of years of plenty ?—Yes.

3 8 S3. Should we then be under the necessity of sending to foreign countries

for corn ? — I think we need scarcely ever do it.

3884. Is it your opinion that the surplus of abundant seasons hoarded in this

manner would supply our necessities in other years?— Yes; and I think that

would be a means of keeping prices more on an equality, without those extreme

fluctuations to which they are now subject.

3885. Have you attended a good deal to this subject r—I have.

3886. Have you seen the effect of that which you have referred to in practice ?

—I have, so far as this, that I believe there is not a doubt that, in seasons of

scarcity, the foreign importers and speculators have used every means they pos-

sibly could to get the duty down to the lowest point by forcing up the market,

which, I think, occurred in the year 1830 or 1831, when there were nearly

1,000,000 of quarters of foreign corn released at the nominal duty of 1 y.

3887. Then they could bring that into consumption when they pleased, on

the payment of a nominal duty ?—Yes.

3S88. Is there any price you would consider sufficiently high not to justify the

imposition of any duty on importing corn from abroad ?— It is far from my wish

ever to see prices rise to an extravagant height ; my opinion is this, that in a

fair average season the price of wheat ought not to be more than perhaps 56s. a

quarter, or from 56s. to 60s. a quarter.

3889. Less than that, you think, would not be a remunerating price to the

grower ?— I think not less than 56s. ; but in abundant seasons, of course, it woidd

come lower, and then there would be an encouragement, according to the plan I

have taken the liberty of proposing, for speculators in home-grown corn to pur-

chase, in order to make provision for a scarce season ; that natural and wholesome
speculation, which, I tliink, ought to be encouraged, would then be resorted to,

whereas the present svstem is neither more nor less than a system of gambling.

3890. Do you not consider that there is some price of corn so high as to make
it fit that any foreign corn imported, when the market price was at such a height,

should be imported without duty ?— I think the present Corn Law is a sufficient

protection against that.

3891. You say you wish that 8s. duty should be always required on importa-

tion?— Is there not a certain price in our own market, which would make it

improper to require any duty from foreigners on their corn?— I think not.

389:2. Suppose it were to rise to 80s. or 120s. ?— If that were the case, an

464. F F importer
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^h. Ab(l Skarpe. importer of foreign corn, under those circumstances, could very well afford to pay
8s. duty upon it.

n March 1836. 3893". Do you think the English consumer would like to pay 8s. addition

charged on the foreisjn impost ?—I think if he did not pay it in the shape of

duty, he would have to })ay it in the shape of price ; it would only raise the

foreign market so much the more ; and in a season such as that spoken of, if the

8s. duty were to be taken olf immediately, the foreign markets would rise pro-

portionably, and the consumer would not get his bread the cheaper.

3894. It is the foreign importer that pays the duty, not the consumer, is it

not ?—Tlie consumer would not have to pay the duty, I imagine.

3S05. Out of whose pocket would that come ; out of the consumer's pocket,

or the pocket of the foreign grower ?—Out of the pocket of the foreign grower.

389D. Do vou believe the people of England would ever be persuaded that if

corn was ven,' high, and there was a duty of 8s. on the importation, the fact of

that duty of 8s. would not increase the price to them ?—Some might think so ;

but I believe it would not have that effect.

3897. Do you think any thing could persuade the people that they did not pay
that 8s. duty?—I think the generality of the thinking part of the people are

quite aware that the duty being taken off only increases the price in the foreign

market, and that they have to pay just as much as if the duty remained.

3898. Tliere must be some check while there is sufficient corn supplied from
England, for the Enghsh corn would keep it downi ?—Of course.

3809. You say that 56s. per quarter for wheat you conceive to be a fair remu-
nerating price ?—In an average season.

3900. What do you suppose is an average price for barley ?^I should think

a remunerating price for barley would be about 32 s. or 34s. a quarter, on an
average season.

3Q01 . For oats ?—Oats I can scarcely perhaps form an opinion on, because we
grow so few oats ; we are more oat-purchasers than growers in Hertfordshire ; I

should think perhaps 22s. or 23s. a quarter for oats.

3902. Have you attended at all to the malt-tax ?—Yes ; I think it would be a

very great relief to the agriculturist to take that off.

3903. Is there any other article in the country so highly taxed as malt ?—

I

think not.

3904. Do you think that the consumption would be greatly increased, to the

benefit of the owners of all lands ?—There is not a doubt of that.

3905. Would it have the effect of enabling the poor to brew in their own
houses, instead of going to beer-shops ?—Yes.

3906. Are beer-shops numerous in your neighbourhood ?—Yes, too numerous.

3907. Are they attended with the effect of demoraUzing the people ?—They are.

3908. Would that be prevented by their drinking their beer at home?—

I

think it would.

3909. Therefore it is desirable, you think, to repeal the whole duty on malt ?

—I think it is, because then the farmers would brew a great deal more beer, and
supply their labourers with it ; they would probably then make some of their

inferior barley into malt, which they are now prevented doing ; and not only

that, but we should have the opportunity of feeding our cattle with inferior barley

malted.

3910. Is the barley, when malted, much more nourishing to the cattle?—

I

should imagine it is ; I never tried it, therefore I cannot speak from experience

;

but I have understood that to be the case from persons competent to judge.

3911. Have you turned your attention to whether it is hkely that there are

fraudulent importations of foreign corn ?—I only know from what I have seen

reported in the newspapers ; but it is the general opinion that that has been the

case.

3912. Do you conceive that the importations from Ireland tend to produce the

depression ?—They have been very great, no doubt.

3913. Of what sort?—Of even,' thing; of corn, of pigs, and grain of every

description.

3914. Considering what the state of the crops in England has been for the last

two or three years, do you conceive the addition of the Irish importation has

depressed the price?—Certainly; with this consideration, of there being also a

large quantity of bonded corn in the country, which certainly hangs as a dead

weight upon our markets.

3915. You
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391.';. You consider that, together, thej^ occasion this depression?—I do; and Mr. AbelSharpc.

I think that would he removed if a clieck were given to foreign importations, and
a greater inducement for specuhitions in home-grown corn in plentiful seasons. ^' March i^so-

^i) I (>. If you could find the means to supply the lower orders with beer at home,
would that have a beneficial effect here ?—Certaiidy, that would increase their

comfort. With reference to the malt-tax, the objection has been urged against

its repeal, that it would very materially contract the transactions of maltsters, for

this reason, that a great part of the ca[)ital which carries on the trade is the duty
they receive from consumers before they pay it to the Goverment, on account of

Government giving six months' credit, which is a very erroneous idea. The duty
is always, I believe, charged from the cistern on the first commencement of the

operation. Considerable time is taken up in carrying on the operation before it

can be ready for the market, and before a sufficient quantity can be had ready to

take to market in the wholesale way ; then, when it is sold, the regular way in

the trade is, that it is sold on three months' credit ; therefore the six months
will have expired generally; and I believe more freciuently a longer period expires

before they receive any money from sales ; therefore they are not trading on the

capital of duty. Then, with regard to the retail trade, that is carried on under a
credit of 12 months, and every person entering into the malt trade is obliged to

have two substantial bondsmen to be bound with liim, which is a hinderance, in

some instances, to persons entering into the trade.

39 1 7. Tliat prevents competition in the malting trade ?— I think it has that effect.

391 8. Has the consumption of barley increased in this country as the population

has increased ?—Most certainly not equal to the increase of population.

3919. Have you formed any calculation upon that 1—No.
3920. Are you aware that several of the counties of England grow a veiy small

quantity of barley ?—Yes.

3921. Therefore, if there were a repeal of the malt-tax, it could not have any
material effect in relieving those farmers t—I apprehend they are capable of grow-
ing barley.

3922. Does not that depend on the soil ?—Some soils are much more suitable

to barley than others, but I apprehend there are very few not suitable ; but there

would be a greater breadth of barley grown in those soils tit for barley, and less of

wheat, and that would assist the wheat part of the kingdom.

3923. Do you conceive that would be the case to any considerable extent ?

—

I think it would.

3924. Is there a kind of barley called the chevalier barley ?—Yes.

392."). Will not that grow in almost any soil?—That I cannot say. It has been
much in use in our county, but I am rather inclined to thmk it is less used than

it has been. It does not yield so much per acre as some others, and is more
liable to injurjr in a wet season.

3926. Has any quantity of wheat been used for feeding cattle in your county?
—A very considerable quantity. I have myself, this year, consumed more than

30 quarters of wheat in feeding sheep and pigs and bullocks ; wheat of rather an
inferior quality, which I had taken to market and could not sell. The millers

have said, " No, I cannot buy that ; it is not good enough." They have bought

only the best qualities ; and there have been sacks, brought out week after week
and pitched in the market without even a bidding for them, taken back again and
given to the pigs.

3927. Is it your opinion that the consumption of wheat in feeding cattle has

tended to raise the price in the markets ?—No doubt of it.

3928. Would there have been that glut if corn had been purchased, as you
propose, if the attention of the capitalists were drawn to the speculation in English

corn ?— I think there would not ; I think there would have been a demand for

every species of corn.

3929. According to your judgment and observation, have the farms got into a

much worse state than they were in ?—Yes, I think, where there has been a want
of capital ; those farmers who have capital and private property have kept up
their farms. There are instances where the land is deteriorated very much for

want of the means of cultivating it.

3930. Are you acquainted with the state of th'e farms through a large district ?

—Yes, a very extensive district.

[The Witness ii directed to wilhdraiu.

464. F F 2 Joseph
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Joseph Sandars, Esq., is called in ; and Examined as follows

:

Joseph SanJars, 3931. YOU were examined by the Committee of the House of Commons oa
Esq. Agriculture in 1833?—I was.

~~
r~r~c 393'-- You are a corn-merchant at Liverpool ?—I am.

'^ '
'"^'^

' "^

3933- Has there been an increase in the importation of Irish wheat of late

years?—There has been no increase, I think, during the last two years ; but that

"does not prove that the cultivation of wheat in Ireland is not extending.

3034. When did the increase of imports begin to fail?— I think after 1833 ;

there has been very little fidling off, but there has been nothing like that increase

there had been in other years ; it is now about stationary, and has been for the

last three years. The quantity is given by Mr. Jacob in his last return.

3935. \\Tien was the last large import from Ireland ?—I am not quite sure, but
I know it reached 540,000 quarters a few years ago, which was larger than it

is now.

3936. You are well acquainted with Ireland?— I am.

3937. Has the quantity of wheat growni in Ireland increased lately ?—I have
no doubt it has.

3938. Has it greatly increased ?— I should think not very greatly.

3039. During what time are you speaking of?— I think it has gone on increas-

ing for a great many years. I gave the particulars of increase in my answer to

the Committee of the House of Commons in the year 1833. I was asked, "When
did you first observe the rapid advance in the amount of imports from Ireland ?—

-

In 1808 the average import of wheat was about 50,000 quarters, including flour;

in the year ending the 5th of January 1833, it amounted to 572,286 quarters,

including flour ; the import of oats in 1808 and 1809 amounted to about 500,000
quarters per annum, and in the year ending the 5th of January 1833 it amounted
to 1,890,321 quarters, including oatmeal. The total of all kinds of grain

imported in the vears 1825, 1826, 1827 and 1828, averaged 1,840,422 quaiters

;

that of 1829, 1830, 1831 and 1832, averaged 2,445,223 quarters; showing an
increase in the last four years of 30 per cent. ; and the total import, ending the

5th of January 1833, was 2,614,130 quarters, showing a further increase in the

average of the last four years ; and there is some reason to suppose the import
of the present year will be greater still.

3940. That was in 1833?—Yes.

4941. Do you happen to know what it was in 1834 ?—I am afraid I have not

got the return here.

3942. You have been somewhat acquainted with the state of crops in this

country ?—Yes.

3943. With the crops of this country for the last two or three years, are not

the importations from Ireland sufficient to depress the prices down to the extent

to which they have been depressed "?—I think the importations from Ireland for

the last 10 or 15 years must have had a very considerable effect in depressing

the price of the English agricultural produce.

3944. Of course that effect must have been increased with the increase of

importations?—No doubt.

3045. It must have been the greatest up to the time vou have referred to?

—Yes.
3946. You have said there is a greater quantity of wheat grown in Ireland

than formerly ?—Yes.

3947. Is "there any other produce imported ?—Yes ; cattle and other pro-

duce.

3948. Is the cattle equal in quantity to what it was formerly?—There is cer-

tainly an increase of cattle also ; a considerable increase.

3949. Would that be still further increased by increased facilities for sending

into diff'erent parts of this country by railroads and so on ?—There is no question

of that.

39.50. Can you state the particulars of the increase ?—I have an account of

the number of bullocks, cows, sheep and so on, imported into Liverpool from
1829 to 1835.

[77ic same is delivered in and read, and is asfollows ;]

Cattle
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Catti.f, imported into Liverpooi..

Ireland.

Year.
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Joseph Sandars, 3Q70. Wliat is the expense of transport ; for what can it be brought over to

'^l- England ?—Wlieat or corn may be moved as cheap from Ireland to England as

from one part of England to another.

11 iMarch 1836. 3971. Cannot you move it as cheap from Wexford to London as from York-
shire ?—No. The Lincolnshire produce will be moved to Yorksliire for about

Is. to 1*. 6d. a quarter, and you cannot move it from any part of Ireland lor so

little as that.

3972. At how much can it be moved?—At not less than 2s. a quarter

3973. There is still 10s. or 12s. difference in the price?—Yes, then the

quality of the Irish is inferior.

3974. How much is the quality of the Irish inferior?—The quality of the

Irish wheat, the last two or three years, has been worse by 3 s. or 4 s. a (quarter

than it was for some years before ; it had been improving before that, but they

have had unfavourable seasons.

3075. Are they improving in cultivation?—I think they are ; I know they

import a greater quantity of culm, which of course is used for burning lime

;

when I was in Ireland, two years ago, I ascertained that beyond all doubt.

3976. Have rents fallen in Ireland as they have in England ?—I do not believe

they have.

3977. Have they fallen at all?— I know there are many landlords who have

never made any reduction at all.

3978. What is the expense of the transport of corn from Ireland to Liver-

pool ?— It varies from about 6 s. or 8 s. a ton to 20 s. a ton from the east or

west coast.

3979. What is the proportion of corn consumed at Liverpool which is English,

compared with that which is Irish ?—The great proportion of that consumed in

Liverpool is Irish.

3980. Liverpool is one of the cheapest places for the transport of corn from
Ireland ?—Yes.

3981. They have a most capital market there for their produce?—Yes.

3982. Wliat is the condition of the farmers in Ireland?—It depends a good

deal upon what part of Ireland the observation applies to ; in the grazing

counties the farmers have not suffered at all in the same degree they have in the

corn-growang counties.

3983. Is there not, generally speaking, an improvement in the condition of

the small growing farmer ?— I think there is ; a few years ago it was very bad
indeed ; very little better than the serfs of Russia.

3984. Have you observed the condition of the corn-growers in England ?

—

I have.

3985. Has their condition bettered in the same proportion as that of the Irish ?

— I really do not think it has, of late years.

3Q8b. Have you any doubt that the one is getting worse, and the other getting

better?— I have observed, among the Irish farmers who occupy small portions

of land, a very considerable increase of domestic animals, pigs, poultry, geese,

hens and turkeys ; round a most miserable cabin there will be found 50 or 60
heads of poultiy ; that would not be the case unless they were in rather bettered

circumstances ; I recollect the time when no such thing could be seen in Ireland

as flocks of poultry.

3987. The condition of the Irish farmer is in that respect better?—Yes; I

think the condition of the Irish people has improved generally in comforts in the

last 20 years.

3988. You mean the agricultural population?—Yes.

3989. Is not the reverse the case with the agricultural population in England ?

—I do not think they have gone back in their external appearance ; I have no
doubt they are poorer.

3990. You have no means of knowing from your dealings with them that they

are poorer ?—No ; I have nothing to do with the farmers, but it forms part of

my business to inquire into their condition.

399 1 . Have there been any emigrations from Ireland ?—Very extensive ones.

3992. To what do you attribute that?—A great number of Protestants have

emigrated, I have no doubt whatever, from the apprehension of persecution, or a

want of safety for their property and lives.

3993. Have many Irish labourers come to this country ?—Yes.

;3994. Have you observed whether their condition is different now from
what
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"what it was formerly ?—Yes, much improved ; they are better clothed, and
so on.

39().'5. Is not the appearance of the English peasant worse than it was ?—I do
not think it is.

309(1. With respect to tlie Irish peasantry who come over for labour, is their

appearance better when they come or when they go back again ?—When they
come.

3997. What is your opinion with respect to the quantity of corn that Ireland
can supply England with.^—That depends upon tlie question whether the present
Corn Laws are supported, or whether we are to have any Corn Laws or not

;

which is a subject on which no one can be sure now-a-days.

3998. Supposing the present English Corn Laws to continue, and Ireland in a
state of quiet r—There would then be a prodigious increase.

3999. Have you any doubt Ireland could feed all England?—Certainly she
could not ; but Ireland will produce enough to depress the value of lands and the
price of corn in England.

4000. She will do that as long as she has not the same taxes and rates which
England has, will she not ?—Exactly so ; it is the most fertile land in the world,
and there are tracts into which a spade has never yet been put ; so that, with
labour so cheap, it amounted to a certainty that she could grow grain lower than
England could.

400 1 . You consider the absence of local taxation a greater cause of cheapness
of production in Ireland than the rate of wages ?—No ; the rate of wages
forms a much more important ingredient in the cost of production.

4002. Would it not follow, that in proportion to the increase of prosperity in

Ireland, either from the increase of its agriculture or other causes, the rate of the
wages would gradually rise at last as high as the wages of this country, which
would be in a less state of prosperity ?— No, I think not; that country is so
exceedingly densely populated, and the inducements to marry are so much greater
than in this country, that unless Ireland has poor laws, the population will go on
increasing just as fast as ever it has done.

4003. Is it your opinion that the increase of population in Ireland has beau
more rapid than in England ?—Much more rapid

; your Lordships may not be
aware of the fact ; but travelling over Ireland, you will see persons extremely
young, of the age of 16, married; and on their being asked, "What could
have induced you to marry so young r" the answer is directly—it comes from
them all, " What must I do when I am old, if I have not children to maintain
me .'" They marry for the purpose of bringing up a progeny which is to main-
tain them in their old age.

4004. Can you form any opinion whether Ireland can grow cheaper corn than
France V— I have no doubt it can grow corn as cheap, or cheaper than France
and Holland.

4005. Wljy do you think so ?—Because the rate of wages is lower in Ireland

than it is in France and Holland ; the condition of the Irish labourer is such as
compels him to submit to a lower diet than either the French or the Dutch do,
and then the soil of Ireland is so remarkably productive.

4006. For those reasons, you think that Ireland can compete advantageously
with either France or Holland ?— I am certain Ireland can grow corn as cheap as

either France or Holland.

4007. Of course she can compete most advantageously with England ?—No
doubt.

4008. She must beat the English corn-grower out of the market?—Yes ; and
it must affect the rent of land, and must affect the price of labour, and the pro-
duce of the land.

4009. If that corn comes untaxed, as it doeS at present, to the English market,
must it not, whatever is the price of growing corn in England, bring down the
English corn to the same price ?—If England supplies any thing like the quantity
necessary for her own consumption, it is quite evident that it will weigh prodi-
giously in the market.

4010. Where there is a market overstocked, the man who can bring it to
market cheapest will bring down the price much below the level which, according
to the crop, it ought to be ?—Yes, unquestionably.

401 1
.
Do you conceive the quantity of corn grown has been lately much on the

increase in Ireland ?—Yes ; I think there has been an increase every year, but
464- F ! 4 that

Joseph Sandars,

Esq.

1 1 March 1836.
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Jostph Sandars, that increase is not apparent in the exports. The fact is, the price of wheat has
^^•^^ been so low in Ireland and in England during the two last years, a A'erj^ consider-~

T Tr able quantity of wheat has been consumed by distillers in Ireland, which, but foru arc ib3
.

^j^^ ^^^. price, would have come here and shown an increasing export.

4012. Is it your opinion that the late low prices of wheat will interfere with

the remunerating price for the exportation of Irish wheat ?—I apprehend the

price the Irish farmer has been receiving with regard to wheat has not been remu-

nerating lately,—not for the last two years.

4013. Woiald not that price have been a remunerating price to other foreign

growers of wheat ?— I think it would, for Ireland has not yet got to her condition

of growing wheat as cheap as she can, because England takes off her supply at a

higher price, and rents have not fallen.

40 1
4. You think the cultivation of wheat in Ireland has not arrived at that per-

fection of which it is capable ?—I think not.

4015. And not at the cheapness of production on which you think you might

calculate ?—Just so.

4016. Have you formed any opinion of the causes of our distress in 1833?

—

There were a great many circumstances wliich concurred to bring distress and ruin

on the EngUsh farmer.

4017. It was ruinous at that time, was not it?—It was very bad, certainly.

4018. Must it not be much worse now, when corn is so much lower than it was
then ?—I am not quite sure, but I think that wheat is the only article that is lower.

401 q. Have you any means of kno-ning whether the others are higher in con-

sequence of the scarcity which has taken place in the crops of those articles ?

—

There was no scarcity last year in spring corn ; they have borne high prices, but

the wheat is much depressed, in consequence of there being so much grown, and
hav-ing veiy productive crops.

4020. And the importations from Ireland?—Yes.

4021. Do you believe that obser^'ation applies to England generally, with

respect to there not being a deficiency in the lent com ?—I am qmte aware that

in some parts of Scotland there was a deficiency in spring corn.

4022. Do you believe that, generally speaking, it was much below the average

produce?—No; barley was above the average produce.

4023. You speak of the county in which you reside, probably ?—No ; I do not

take the counties of Lancaster and Chester ; their cultivation and routine of crops

are peculiar ; but it is my business to acquaint myself with the state of the crops

generally.

4024. You think there was an abundant production of spring corn in 1835 .'

—

Yes, with the exception of some parts of Scotland.

402,5. You stated, in 1833, that a reduction of the expense of producing corn

was absolutely necessary to enable the farmers to go on?—Yes, I did.

4026. Is it not still more necessar\' now?—Since 1833, I believe, there have

been reductions, and I have no doubt there will be still further reductions.

4027. Can the farmers go on at the present prices'?—No, not if wheat was to

continue so low as it has been ; but that has been caused partly by the misdirec-

tion of industr)^ The rot which occurred in sheep in 1831 and 1832 prevented

the farmers replacing their stocks, their losses were so heavy ; the consequence

was, they ploughed up their land, and gi-ew wheat upon it. It is the loss of sheep

in 1831 and 1832 that brought him to his present condition.

4028. He was obliged, in consequence of liis distress, to grow more wheat .'^

—

Yes, and that produced the catastrophe we have now met to consider.

4029. Is it not absolutely necessar}' there should be a great reduction of taxa-

tion to enable him to go on ?—I think that there is so great a reduction in the

quantity of wheat sown this year, as is certain, let the crop of wheat be what it

will next harvest, to give us an average of something like oOs. We have seen it

reduced during the last few months as low as 36*.

4030. If it gets up to .50^'., do not you think that Irish wheat will come in ?

—

There is no doubt it wUl ; there will be no wheat used then in distillation.

4031 . You think that it is kept out only by the lowness of the price ?—Yes.

4032. You account for the difference in the importations this year and last

year from that cause ?—Yes.

4033. When you talk of 50s., do you include the quantity which may be

expected from Ireland?—Yes.

4034. You stated that there has been a less quantity of wheat imported from
Ireland



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. CBrrmrjlU from the Lords.J 233

Ireland the last two years?—Yes, imich about the same, hut previously there had J.>sfp!i Sanilms,

been a gradual increase. 1'

4035. You attribute that to their not having had two good harvests in Ireland ^^
for wheat ?—They were not so productive as they had been two or three years " ''"'c

> 1 3 .

before, but still tiicy produced a large quantity ; if it had been exported, instead

of being used by the distillei\s, there would have been a continued increase.

403(). Do you suppose tliey will distil less in Ireland if the prices rise in

England ?—No ; they would then take to distilling oats.

4037. That would have the effect, to a certain extent, of raising the price of

oats ?—Yes.

4 )38. If the prices are fiuther reduced, will it not have the effect of throwing

a considerable quantity of land out of cultivation ?—Certainly ; if any thing like

the prices of the last four or five months continue, I have no doubt large tracts

of land must necessarily go out of cultivation, that is, of wheat ; I do not mean
to say they will be unproductive, but they must expend no labour upon them,

and let them go to grass.

4039. Wliat is to become of the labourers in that case r—They will get

emi)loyment in the manufacturing districts ; it is a remarkable fact that must
strike any one, that amidst all this agricultural distress there never was so much
labour offered to the labouring classes.

4040. That is in consequence of the railroads, is it not?—I believe there are

not less than 20,000 persons employed on the railroads between London and
Liverpool

.

4041. That, by keeping up the price of wages, is not beneficial to the farmer ?

—I have no doubt, if the manufacturers had been in a state of distress, and those

railways had not been in the course of execution, the condition of the farmers'

labourers must have been wretchedly bad indeed.

4042. Have you attended to the price of warehousing corn?—Yes.

4043. What is the difference in the price of warehousing corn at Hamburgh,
Rotterdam, and Liverpool ? - I should think very considerably less at the foreign

ports generally than in England.

4044. It costs less to warehouse in a foreign port than in England ?—Cer-

tainly, the value of property is so much less.

404,5. Would men speculate in foreign corn as readily as if it were in England ?

—Perhaps not quite so readily, but that would not prevent speculation.

4046. Would it not damp it ?—I think not.

4047. Would it not at all indispose them to speculate in foreign corn?—

I

think not.

4048. Why do men speculate in foreign corn rather than in English ?—Because

it can be purchased at a much lower rate.

4049. And you get the duty ?—We take the chance of the duty.

40.50. There was a good deal got in at 4 s., taking the chance, was there not?

—

I think I found that the average duty on imports has been about G s. Sd.

4051. There is a great deal got in at 1*. .^—Yes; and a great deal at 12*.,

J4*-, and IG*.

40,52. That is a temptation to speculate in foreign rather than in English corn,

is it not ?—That depends upon the price of the English ; hardly any one would

speculate in foreign, if he could speculate in English wheat at 30 *, or 40*. a

quarter.

4053. You would speculate upon it if j'^ou could get it in for nothing, and keep

it till the price rose so as to let it ?—-Yes ; but that is a very uncertain issue to

put it on ; if he buys English at 32 s. or 34 s., he may get a considerable advance

upon it without its affecting the bonded wheat at all.

40,54. Suppose wheat was 50 s. a quarter, would he not rather be disposed to

speculate in foreign corn ?—Yes, no doubt.

405,5. What is the lowest price at which you have known foreign cojrn

imported at Liverpool ?—I think 3 s. 6 d. per bushel of 70 pounds.

40,56. Do you suppose it is practicable for any considerable quantity to be

introduced at that price?—That would depend on the time they were required to

have it in Liverpool ; if the question refers to a year or two years, no doubt a

very large quantity could be got at those low prices ; but if it were required in

five or six weeks, a very great increase of price must be paid ; I have known
wheat sell at 18*. to 20 s. a quarter, for three or four years together, at the lower

j;orts of the Baltic, and the freights are but 4 s. delivered at Liverpool.

404, a G 4057- Have
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Joseph Sandars. 4057- Have you attended to the effect of the fluctuations of the currency on
Esq. the price of corn ?—I have not been an inattentive observer.

40.58. What, in your opinion, is the effect of the currency upon it ; has it had
11 March 1836. any thing to do with reducing the prices to the rate that they have been at : —

I should think it has had very Httle.

40.59. You do not think the Bill of 1819 had any effect?— I think very httle

indeed.

4060. Were you in business at that time?— I was in business in the year 1800.

4061. Did not vou observe that corn fell in the year 1822?— Materially.

4062. To what do you attribute that fall?—To the very extraordinarv crop in

the vear 1820, and to the very singular crop in the year 1821 ; 1821 was a crop

on the largest scale ; I hardly ever knew a larger crop, but it was very much
damaged in quality by rain ; the quality was injured, and the value was lowered

in the market.

4003. It rose again in 1825?—It began to rise in the latter end of 1823.

4064. To what do you attribute that ?—It had fallen unprecedentedly low ;

it had never been as low for 30 or 40 years as then ; it rose from the spirit of

speculation.

406.5. Was not that spirit of speculation excited by the issue of money there

was at that time ?—I have no doubt that had some influence ; I think it was in

1823 Lord Castlereagh extended the time for the suppression of one-pound
notes ; I think from that time it certainly had an influence ; and I think, if I

recollect rightly, the Bank of England came under some engagement to extend

their issues, and that thev lent monev on mortgages, and brought out 3,000,000/.

or 4,000,000/.

4066. Have you any doubt that the issuing of those 3,000,000 /. or 4,000,000/.,

and extending the time for calling in the notes, raised the price ?—I have no
doubt that it assisted speculation, and kept up the price.

4067. Are you to be understood that you consider the condition of the

, English farmer to be much depressed ?—I said I did not see anv external signs

of it

4068. You are of opinion that the Bill of 1819 has had no effect in producing
any depression of prices r—I have no doubt it has had an effect.

4069. To what extent; a considerable or an inconsiderable one?— I think

much more than the political economists assigned to it.

4070. You have alluded to a variety of causes as depressing the condition of

the farmer ; are there any others you have in your mind ?—The first deficiency

arose from what is generally called Peel's Bill ; I have no doubt that had an
effect in depressing the prices of commodities.

4071. Do you consider that the full effect of that Bill has yet taken place ?

—

I should think it has had its effect over a very large proportion of the capital

and property of the country, but there is still a portion which has not yet passed

under the standard.

4072. And that probably they will be operated on still more forcibly?—I have
no doubt that the holders of land who have entered into contracts 20 or 30 vears

ago, and whose estates are charged with hereditary charges, must suffer most
grievously still ; but the farmers have had to contend with difficulties such as

perhaps would not be found over any equal space of time. It is evident that

the lowness of prices of 1822 was chieflv the effect of the verv bad harvest of

1821.

4073. You think those low prices were not connected with the reduction of

the currencv ?—They would be, to some extent, but prices are always the effect

of supply and demand more than any measure of currency ; then came the

drought of 1826 ; I have heard it estimated that the loss to the agricultural

interest was not less than 10,000,000/. sterling by the destruction of the cattle

and the .short crops of corn ; then there was the rot in the sheep of 1831 and
1832, which 1 suppose is something Uke 7,000,000/. or 8,000,000/. sterling;

then the low prices of wheat now ; so that he has had nothing but adversity to

contend with.

4074. As many as one-fourth of the sheep of the kingdom died by the pesti-

lence, did they not ?- Some state it at one-third, and some one-fourth.

407,5. You have stated that the prices of agricultural produce depend a good
deal on demand ; do not you suppose that is regulated a good deal by the means
of payment, the circulating medium of the countn.^ ; if there were plenty of

monev
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. money there would be plenty of demand ; there cannot be a demand without the

means of pa\Tncnt ?-—Certainly not.

4076. You state that, to a certain extent, you believe the state of the currency

had the effect of lowering prices ?— I have no doubt of that.

4077. Do you conceive the aj^ricultural interest would now be materially bene-

fited by an extension of the currency r— No, I do not.

4078. Will you state your reasons why you think it would not be materially

benefited now by an extension of the currency?— It depends upon the extent of

the relaxation of the currency.

4079. The question refers to any extension of the currency which would tend

to raise the money price of all produce?—If the currency were extended, unless

the standard were changed, it could not be permanent ; it would bring on a panic

in the course of 9, 12 or 18 months.

4080. Suppo.se you adopted a silver standard, what should you say to it then,

extending the standard to 5s. &d. ?—That would have an action of about 10 per

cent.

4081. That would raise the prices 10 per cent., would it not ?—Yes ; it would

enable some persons to discharge their engagements easily, but it would also fall

remarkably hea^y on persons in different circumstances.

4082. In what circumstances?—It would enable all traders to pay their

creditors with 18s. in the pound.

4083. Did not most of the traders contract at much less than that ?—Yes
;

but all those transactions have been settled, or most of them, many years ago.

4084. What do you apprehend would be the effect of that state of things upon

the agricultural interest, the producers of corn ; do you think it would have a

tendency to raise their profit ?—I much doubt whether it would ; it would place

them all on an equality. One of the great difficulties under which a large class

of tillers of land is, that they are tilling bad and unproductive land ; in that case

I am certain that the currency would not give them an advantage over a man
who is tilling good land. The Irish farmers ai-e gradually driving the bad land of

this kingdom out of cultivation, and which has brought on a state of things your

lordships are now assembled to consider.

4085. In your opinion, if the effect of extending the currency and the standard

were even to raise prices to the extent of 10 per cent., should you think a

considerable portion of the worst land of this comitiy must go out of culti-

vation ?—No ; it must be cultivated, and that must be under an exclusive

benefit.

4086. Would it go out of cultivation quite so fast if the Irish cultivator paid

the same taxes r—No, I think not.

4087. Has there been much Canadian corn imported?—Yes, about 100,000 to

130,000 quarters annually, during one or two years.

4088. Have you reason to believe that there was much corn imjjorted that was

not the growth "of that colony in that mode ?—I have no doubt of that.

4o8q. Do you not think much more American corn is likely to come through

Canada ?—That would depend on the price of wheat in Canada and America ;

the price there is higher than it is here now.

4090. The prices there are generally lower than they are in this country ?

—

Generally.

4091. Is there not reason to suppose that henceforth there may be a consider-

able quantity imported through Canada ?—No ; I do not feel any apprehension

at all upon that subject, because the price of wheat is generally higher than it is

in Europe ; with the exception of England, considerably higher.

4092. Is it higher than in France ?—It is quite as high, but much higher than

it is in Prussia and Germanv.

4093. Have you reason to believe that no foreign flour has come through

Ireland as Irish flour ?—No ; I consider that quite impossible.

4094. What is the cause of wheat being grown cheaper in France than in Eng-

land ; are the wages much lower there ?—I believe the wages are lower, perhaps

rents not so high, but I do not know those tacts.

4095. With"respect to Poland, do you know what the rate of wages is ?—
I think, through the greater part of Poland, there are no wages at all ; they are

serfs.

4006. Tliey are fed ?—Yes. I should like to read an extract I took a few days

ago, with reference to the growth of corn in the north of Europe, and the state of

464. G G 2 the

Jdsejth Sandnri,

Esq.

11 March 1836.
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Joseph Saiidars, the people ; it is from Dr. Pinkerton's " Past and Present State of Russia," page
Esq. 284 :

" We come now to speak of the condition of the slaves belonging to the
' ~^ nobility, who are estimated at 21,000,000, male and female, whereas those belong-

11 March 1836.
i„g to "tiie crown are not above 14,000,000. The Russian slave has no right,

and can possess no property himself; his wife and children, and all that he pos-

sesses, are the property of his lord." The ([uestion is, whether the landlords of

England are prepared to enter into competition with those who are living in this

state. I hold that the importation of foreign corn is importing foreign labour

;

and are the labourers of England to be subjected to a competition such as this r

\_The Witness is directed to withdraw.

John Beresford Turner, Esq., is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

40()7. WHAT are you ?—I am farming an estate of my own in Herefordshire.

4098. What is the state of the farmers in that county ?—Very indifterent

indeed.

4099. Are they distressed?—Yes, they are, very much.

4100. Do they pay their rents ?—Many of them cannot.

4101. Though the farms are let on fair terms?—They are let at low rents.

4102. Have the rents been reduced ?—Very considerably.

4103. Still they cannot pay their rents?—That depends upon the mode of

cultivation ; those who are very industrious, and have capital, and lay it out

judiciously, can pay a great deal more than those who have not.

4104. Have they been able to put any money into their pockets?—None at

all, unless some individuals who have been very fortunate as breeders.

410.';. Wliat is the case witli those upon cold clay land?—Those on cold clay

land must have greatly reduced tlieir capital, so far as agriculture is concerned.

4ic(i. Is their capital wasting away ?—Very much.

4107. Has it been wasting in consequence of their own imprudence, or the low

prices ?—In consequence of the low prices ; I have three farms now to let, more

than I can at present dispose of, at very low rents.

4108. Are you a letter of farms ?—Yes, of my own; I have not this spring

been able to get tenants. <

4109. Are they good farms?—Yes.

41 1 0. You cannot get tenants ?—No, I have not at present, and I consider the

low price of produce the only cause.

\^The Witness is directed to withdrmv.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday next. One o'clock.

Die Liince, I'V Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Edward Stillingfieet Cayley, Esq. (a Member of the House of Commons) is

further Examined, as follows :

E.S. Cayleu, Esq. 41 1 1. HAVE the goodness to state whether contracts and every thing of that

kind have not now adjusted themselves to Mr. Peel's Bill of 1819?—It is very
14 March 1836. true that the greater number of contracts may have adjusted themselves ; or I

would rather say, that those which have not adjusted themselves may now be

exceeded in number by contracts formed since 1819 ; but all those formed since

1819 have not been entered upon with any such idea as that prices would fall to

their present level. I should say, only those formed within the last two or three

years have, by the majority of parties, been undertaken with such a conception

;

for the Bill of 1819 was interrupted in its progress, virtually postponed altogether

for three or four years, and never came into full apparent operation till a very

short time ago, as I have before observed. On the other hand, those engage-

ments hanging upon the landed interest are of much longer duration than is

generally imagined ; and it is unquestionable, that a great number of mortgages,

and contracts of that nature, made during the war, are still in existence, and
still pressing very hanl upon the landed interest.

4] 1 .'. Such
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4112. Such as settlements on younger children?—Yes, and jointures, and E. s. Cnyfy, Esq.

things of" that kind, which it has been the habit of the landed proprietors at all

times to make, in certain proportions to the value of tiu-ir estates, and wliich '4 M.irdi 1836.

would not now have pressed more unduly upon them than at former periods,

had not those engagements been virtually doubled by the change of the currency.

But, in my opinion, the simple case of debtor and creditor is the least part of the

mischief done by i\Ir. Peel's Bill, altlumgh the loss to the debtor interest (-public

and private) in tliis point of view alone, cannot well be estimated at less than
500,000,000/. sterling ; tiic naked question of debtor and creditor will, with a

great deal of injustice, ada[)t itself within a certain period of time ; but the effects

produced by Mr. Peel's Bill, the worst effects, in my opinion, are these: that

during the war, under the mask of the paper currency and high prices, we con-

tracted debts and engagements which we should never have dreamed of incurring,

except under the conviction that those prices were to be permanent ; and Parlia-

ment itself lent its sanction to that conviction. "Whilst the prices remained, tliev

sufficed to meet the expenditure, which had increased at the same time ; which
expenditure, under the ancient prices, would have absorbed all the proceeds of

industry. When Mr. Peel's Bill came and contracted the currency, and with
that contracted the prices, this very effect took place ; the land is left with the

major i)art of the increased expenditure upon it, and with prices which are in

numberless instances absorbed by the mere expenses of cultivation, leaving
nothing for profit or rent. Rent and profit being generally estimated in money,
men are apt to forget that they are constituted of some portion of the produce.
Now, sujjpose jirevious to the resumption of cash payments in 1819, an acre,

after paying its expenses, produced a surplus of four bushels, for profit to the

farmer and rent to the landlord ; in consequence of the prices falling so much, all

those bushels are taken up in paying merely the expenses of cultivation, and in

extreme cases, peihaps more, perhaps five or six ; in which last cases the culti-

vator pays money, instead of receiving it, for his trouble ; but in the former case,

there is neither rent nor profit ; and this I believe to be the case on half the

purely arable soils of this countiy, at the present price of wheat. If nothing be
done to alleviate that state of things, all such land must, slowly perhaps, being
gradually exhausted by a failing tenantry, yet eventually, cease to be tilled ; and if

that land goes out of cultivation, that race of tenantry is thrown on the wide
world, either beggared, or in want of an occupation, where none, perhaps, is to

be found. Then the labourers who depend on that land for emplovment must
he thrown out of employment, overstocking the market of labour ; lowering the

condition of their brethren in other branches of trade by a grinding competition

;

many remaining out of v>ork, brooding over their misfortunes, and conspiring

against institutions which have ceased to foster and protect their industry. The
ultimate consequences of such a state of things as I have here contemplated, are

of ten-fold gi-eater moment in a political point of view, than any consideration of

the mere case of debtor and creditor ; no one can predict the end of them, except

in a total change of national feeling, and possibly the uprooting of all we hold

dear. To avert such consequences by a partial modification of the measure that

is producing them, even at the expense of some small injustice to creditors of a

recent date, we are, in my opinion, commanded by duty, humanity and sound
policy.

4113. The capital of manufacture is a shifting capital, it changes every year;

capital on land remains the same. Is there any variation in its effect in conse-

quence of that difference between the two descriptions of property .'—There is

this difference between land and manufactures, there is a greater continuity in all

proceedings relating to land ; the engagements of the manufacturing interest do
not, generally speaking, last, ])erhaps, beyond a year ; then the manufacturers,

as I have said before, have the benefit of the export trade ; there is a greater

scope for the improvement of machinery, and various other things can be applied

to manufacture that cannot to land. It was stated by a witness before the Com-
mittee on Agriculture in 1833, that the mischief has been done in respect of

manufactures ; their crop had been destroyed, and there had a new crop grown
up ; but that process was not yet accomphshed with respect to the agriculturist

;

and that brings me to the consideration of the rent of the landlord. The
landlord's rent, up to this time, has been paid a great deal out of the capital

of the tenant ; if the capital of the tenant has not sufficed, it has been paid

out of the property of has creditors. But now the pinching time is come ; if

464- ti G 3 the
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E.S. Cat/ley, Esq. the present prices remain, I do not liesitate to say, that the rent on arable soils

must be reduced, on an average, at least another 30 per cent. Then comes the
14 March 1836. ^^^ ^f reckoning for the landlord ; he has never reduced fully, compared with the

fall in prices : if some measure be not passed with a view to increase prices, not

only the rent nmst be reduced,—and that means an extinction of rent on many
soils,—but half the tenantry, who, in my opinion, are merely existing at the

mercy of the landlords, must be sold up ; for if the landlord chose to press for

the arrears of rent due, I do not beheve half the tenants in this countrv could

stand the test of it ; but if the prices be raised to, I will say, from 56?. to 64.<f.

for wheat, and other prices in proportion, those tenant farmers will have the

opportunitv of recovering themselves, and some redress will be made for the

injustice which has been done to them; and landlords, for the most part, now
aware of how their tenants have suffered, v/ould rather rejoice in this breathing-

time given to their tenants than take any advantage in the shape of an increase

of rent
;
prices would then, in fact, be only brought up to the proper remunera-

tion for the farmer's capital, on the average of soils.

41
1
4. How do you ajiply these observations to those freeholders who cultivate

their own land ?—With respect to those freeholders, the Bill of 1819 operated on
them sooner than on the landed proprietors, who were possessed of larger means

;

a mortgage or other engagement will always press in proportion heavier on a

small estate than a large one ; those who had not engagements descended in their

style of living, and if their land was only of moderate fertility they were very

severely pi'essed, for the expenses of cultivation had so enormously increased.

Their case has been that of living from hand to mouth, but not of saving money,

as was the custom of their forefathers.

41 15. The effect on their obligations is the same ?— Yes.

4116. You consider that on freeholders occupying their own land the hardship

of Mr. Peel's Bill has pressed more than on any other description of persons ?—
Yes ; and according to my own individual feelings the most valuable portion of

the community were the old yeomanry of the country ; they were the neces.sary

support of the aristocracy, as I think the aristocracy are of the Crown. The prop
being undermined, in either case, endangers the jiosition of what rests upon it.

4117. Have you considered what the effect of the reduction of interest on
money has been ?—There the case also presses more on the smaller proprietors

than on the larger ; in the case of a large mortgage it is quite worth the while of

the party to change the mortgage ; but in the case, of which there are innu-

merable instances, of a mortgage for 100/. or 200/. the very expense of changing

the mortgage prevents the party doing it ; and, in fact, many a small freeholder

who has a mortgage on his bit of land is paying the same five per cent, he wzis

during the war: for the expense of changing the mortgage would be 40/. or 50/.,

and it is five or six or seven years before he can reap the benefit of the change.

41 1 8. Are you aware of an alteration made last year for the purpose of reducing

the expense of the assignment of a mortgage?— I am not; nor do I tliink that

has yet come into practical operation in regard to such engagements.

4119. Persons with very small mortgages cannot transfer a mortgage over to

another, therefore they still continue to pay the five per cent. ?—-Yes, on account

of the expense of the change.

41 20. You have ascertained that that is the case ?—Yes ; I heard the complaint

made only just before I came up to the meeting of Parliament ; therefore the

parties of whom I last heard it are not aware of the ne\v law, or incapable of

relieving themselves under it.

41 21 . You think that is the case generally, that the small mortgagees still con-

tinue to pay the old rate of interest?— -Yes, in a great number of instances.

412-2. As you are a member of the House of Commons, you are aware there

has been an immense reduction of taxation ?—Yes, a nominal reduction ; but if

the arguments I made use of in my previous examination, to show the rate of

depreciation during the war are correct, it follows that when prices were reduced
half, the means of paying taxation were lessened half, therefore the taxation was
doubled. The taxation at the end of the war was somewhere about 80,000,000/.;

if that is doubled, it was made 160,000,000/, virtuallv ; it has been reduced

40,000,000/. since the peace; that 40,000,000/., supposing it to be gold, is

equal to 80,000,000/. of the paper money, and deducted from 160,000,000/.

leaves 80,000,000 /, ; therefore the 80,000,000 /. remain as at first ; and notwith-

standing all the nominal amount of reduction, we are now paying as heavy a tax-

ation
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ation as we did at the close of the war ; and other nominal charges press heavily E. S. Cayky, Esq.

in the same pro|)orti()n. The poor rates of S,000,000 /. are at least ]G,(JU0,00O/.,
'

estimated in the money or produce of the war. ^^ Mi^rch 1836.

4123. From the alteration in the state of the currency, though the quantity

paid is nominally less, it is actually as much ?—Yes, and with diminished means
of paying it.

4124. Have the goodness to explain how you consider the contraction of the

currency operates to produce a fail in prices ?—The mode on which the currency

operates on prices is this :—hefore the invention of money you exchanged com-
modity for commodity by barter ; but when, for the sake of convenience, money
was invented, you compared the (piantity of labour necessary to produce, say, an

ounce of silver and a bushel of wheat, and exchanged them the one for the other,

because they were produced by the same quantity of labour. Now, so long as

the bushel and the silver required the same amount of labour to produce them,

those two commodities would be exchanged the one for the other, and the price

would remain unchanged. But supposing the case, as it was after the discovery

of the American mines, of the quantity of silver being quadrupled, or an ounce
being procured with one-fourth of the labour it previously took, the expense of

raising a bushel of wheat remaining unaltered, you would get four ounces
for the bushel of wheat where you before got one ; and the silver being the

commodity which measured the price, prices would then be raised. Likewise,

paper money, having been established for the sake of convenience, operates in its

increase and diminution precisely in the same way as has just been stated in the

case of the silver. If silver were now our standard, and it was to be suddenly
discovered in quadruple the abundance it now is, the denomination of the

money remaining the same, four times as much paper would be issued, and
prices would increase accordingly. If the paper be convertible into silver (and

I am no friend to an inconvertible paper), you can only issue a limited amount
of paper, because you are liable to be called upon for the silver in exchange.
The reason why, under a depreciated currency, you can issue a larger quantity of

paper safely is this :
— take the case of the gold sovereign ; the 20s. in paper, or

one-pound note, being convertible into 20s. in gold, that limits the power of

issuing paper ; but supposing you were to cut up the sovereign into four pieces,

the nominal paper pound remaining the same, you could issue four times as many
paper pounds, i. e. nominal paper pounds, as you did before, because each
nominal paper pound, although still convertible into gold, would not be con-

vertible into the whole sovereign, as it was pre\dous to the cutting it into four

;

you W'Ould only be required to exchange it for one quarter of the previous sove-

reign
;
you could then as safely issue a one-pound note on each quarter of the

sovereign as you did previously upon the whole ; and therefore four one-pound
notes could as securely, so far as convertibility was concerned, be issued, after

such depreciation, as one one-pound note could be issued before such depreciation.

I am not advocating such depreciation , but only showing the effect of depreciation

on prices by the above illustration. The principle is equally true of any less

degree of depreciation ; and when people say that increased prices on a depreciated

standard cannot be permanent, they only show that they do not understand the

nature of depreciation.

4125. With reference to the silver currency, would there be more pieces of

metal to base the paper currency on?—The mode in which a silver currency

would operate, at the price I proposed in my last examination, would be this :
—

the present price of silver is, say 5*-., and the coinage standard, which was the

one, for reasons there shown, that I proposed, being 5s. Qd., the operation would
be as follows. To make the case clearer, for the sake of illustration, suppose,

instead of one-pound notes there were bs. notes ; if the standard be depreciated

from 5s. to 5s. Qd., that is one tenth, or 10 per cent., 10 of the additional six-

pences making 5 s. ; a banker, therefore, after this change, could as safely issue

II of these 5s. notes as he before could issue 10, because only the same quantity
of silver would be required for the 1 1 notes as were before for the 10. The argu-
ment applies to tive-pound notes and ten-pound notes just the same. Eleven five-

pound notes could be issued, and with equal security of convertibility, where 10
were before ; and prices would rise, and permanently rise, if the proportion between
the market and currency price of silver remained the same, say 5s. to 5s. Qd.
There is, however, a great practical advantage in silver as a standard, independent
of all depreciation, in tl)e physical obstacle it presents in the way of too rapid
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E. S. CuvUji, Esq. convertibility in cases of extreme emergency ; all the authorities on this subject

are agreed that it is impossible, where there is a great and continued run for gold,
14 March 1836. ^hat it can be paid. Now it happens that panics are generally temporary. The

panic of 1825, which was stopped by one-pound notes, was temporary; the

panic of the three days of July, in Paris, which was staved off by payments in

silver, was only temporaiy : again, the run for gold in 1832, when Lord Grey
went out of ottice, continued only two or three days ; the advantage of silver,

therefore, consists in the slow process of paying it, compared with gold, and in

the probability that the panic will be over before the silver is exhausted. It is

quite evident then that the bankers, or the Bank of England, not being exposed to

so much risk from a run upon them as when gold is the only standard, will issue

more freely in proportion to the degree of protection they feel from such risk.

4 1 26. That was the case in the year 1745, in this country ?—Yes ; the Cheva-
lier de Johnston mentions it in his History of the Rebellion ; the bank was
saved by paying in silver.

4127. Do you recollect an order issued in Lord Liverpool's administration

for the regulation of the quantity of silver at the bank, or the price of silver

to the bank ?—The only thing I recollect with respect to silver, in connexion

with Lord Liverpool's name, is the Act of 1816, putting an end to the silver

standard

.

4128. Was there not some order issued by the Treasury to regulate the price

the bank were to pay for silver?—I am not aware of it, unless it were one of

the provisions of that Act.

4129. Do you know any instances in other countries in which the raising or

contraction of the currency has been attended with any particular consequences ?

— It has been attended with remarkable eftects, in more countries than one,

indeed, I believe, wherever it has been experienced to any considerable extent.

Illustrations might be given even out of the early history of our own country.

As an instance of depreciation, I quoted, on my last examination, the case of

Rome in the Punic war ; and there is another from the same history.

Montesquieu, in his " Reflections on the Causes of the Rise and Fall of the

Roman Empire," observes, " When Augustus had conquered Eg}^:)t he conveyed

the treasure of the Ptolemies to Rome, and this proceeding occasioned much
the same revolution which the discovery of the Indies afterwards eft'ected in

Europe, and which some ridiculous schemes have since accomplished in our

time ; the revenue was doubled at Rome ; and as that city continued to absorb

all the riches of Alexandria, which was itself the repository of the treasures of

Africa and the East, gold and silver by these means became very common in

Europe, and the people were able to pay very considerable taxation, even in

money; but when the empire was afterwards divided, all these riches flowed in

full tide to Constantinople ; and we may add to this unhappy circumstance, that

the mines in Germany had not then been opened, and those of Italy and Gaul
were very few and inconsiderable ; and that the mines in Spain had not been

worked since the Carthaginians lost that country, or at least they were not so

productive as formerly ; Italy itself was now a continued waste of forsaken

gardens, and consequently could not be in any condition to draw money from

the east; while the west, at the same time, was drained of all its wealth by the

oriental merchants, who supplied the inhabitants with their necessary commo-
dities. Gold and silver, by these means, became extremely scarce in Europe,

and yet the emperors extorted the same pecuniary tributes as formerly, which

completed the general destruction."

4130. Do you not know that the standard of this countrj', the old angel and

all the different coins in use formerly, were varied in their value according as

the scarcity of gold was ascertained ?— I am aware that there was a gradual

depreciation of the coin, to a considerable extent, each century, up to 171 7. .

4131 . Have you seen a statement of the manner in which those were regulated

in Comyn's Digest ?—No ; I have seen it, I think, in Ruding's Annals of the

Coinage. Long ago only 20.?. were coined out of a pound of silver ; now there

are G6. The former shillings were three times as heavy as the present. Mr.

Peel's Bill of 1819 was in princii)le the same as making us revert to payments

in these old shillings. If we had borrowed 66 of the present shillings, and had

to pay them in the ancient shillings, we should have had to jjay three times the

amount, or 198*. instead of G(i x. There is another instance I would mention of

the
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the ill effects of a violent contraction of the currency, in a case where this E. S. Cayley, Esq.

country was greatly concerned. I cannot say I know it of my own knowledge,

but I have often heard and seen it in the following shape, and never heard it '4 March 1836.

doubted. The celebrated Dr. Franklin, before the Privy Council of this country,

gave the annexed exhibition of tlic causes which led to the revolt of the American
colonies from this country. " Up to the year 1761, the profits, industiy and
wages of the British colonies in North America had been, as is well known,
pre-eminently prosperous. They had enjoyed this condition of unequalled

happiness under the operation, and assisted by the stimulus, of an exceedingly

abundant paper circulation, which for more than a century the inhabitants them-

selves, as acting through their different colonial legislatures, had lughly fostered,

to the extent of making it a legal tender. In that year, however, the English

House of Commons took it into its head to raise the value of colonial currency ;

and accordingly, by the 4th Geo. III. cap. 34, it did enact, that such paper cir-

culation should no longer be a legal tender, and that any Acts of the colonial

legislatures from that time forth to make it so should be null and void. Now
mark the issue. The great confusion and disorder introduced into every branch

of industry by this frantic raising of the value of money was soon productive of

its natural results, that is to say, of obstructed circulation, decayed prosperity,

and political discontent. This discontent found vent, as usual, in impatience of

taxation. It ended, in 10 years from that date, in the famous declaration of

liberty and independence."

4132. As silver is the standard in other countries, all over the Continent and
in America, is it not desirable to have the same standard here?— It is so ; for

this reason, that whenever there is a nin upon the Bank, it is desirable that we
should know where to go for the standard metal. Gold, not being the standard

of any other country, is not certain of being found in abundance on any emer-
gency. Silver, therefore, is preferable to gold, alone on this account, in addition

to other reasons already assigned.

4133. If you now draw a bill on France, or any country on the Continent, you
would get no gold for it ?—No ; unless there were an agio paid upon it.

4134. But if you drew a bill for 1,000 livres on France, you would be entitled

to 1 ,000 pieces of silver coin, and that would be of use to you here if silver coin

was made the standard currency ?—Yes, certainly, it would be useful to be
enabled to obtain that treasure, in case it were adopted as the standard ; and I

think it would have a great tendency to counteract the danger of panics.

413.5. What is the present market price of silver?—About 4s. \\d. I may
add another instance of the rainous effect of change from a great depreciation to

a state of stringent appreciation, in our own history since the late war. I am no
advocate for a depreciated paper currency, in the first instance ; the reason I

advocate the principles I do on this subject is, in consequence of the disastrous

effects which I am convinced must always follow the change from a state of great

depreciation to a state of great appreciation ; eftects, as I have stated before, not
immediately perceived, nor confined to the palpable case of debtor and creditor.

The case of appreciation, after long depreciation, operates, perhaps, harder on
the debtor than a case of depreciation on the creditor ; but they are both cases of

great injustice, and not to be sanctioned except in extreme cases of national

emergency, or where, in consequence of a falling-off or increase of the supply
of the standard metal, the spirit and really good faith of contracts is better pre-

served by a change than by an obstinate adherence to the old standard price.

When a countiy is sinking, or in danger, for want of a depreciation of the
standard, I would say, and I think every man ought to say, " Presen-e the
country ; re-model jour standard."

4136. The extent to which you would go, in addition to the gold, would be to

have a silver standard, in order to have a larger basis for paper to rest on ?—Yes,
and one-pound notes : at the same time I should have preferred a different plan
in 1819. I think, as I said before, depreciation never should be resorted to but
as an instrument to work out some great act of national expediency. It was
resorted to by the American colonies in their war of emancipation, and was the
main weapon which carried them through the struggle. It was resorted to by
the French in the first stiniggle of their revolutionary war ; and that measure
carried us, in my opinion, successfully through our struggle in our contest with
Napoleon

; and that measure likewise carried the Romans through their struggle
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E. S. Cavley, Etq. with the Carthaginians ; and when it has been in operation some years, it is

^ dangerous and unjust to resort to appreciation.

14 March 1836. 4137- The utmost change you would be disposed to make now would be to

restore the silver standard with one-pound notes ?—Yes ; I feel sure that a measure
of greater extent would be beneficial to all the productive classes, and, on the

whole, just, taking eveiy tiling into consideration. A currency that would, on the

average, give 64 .v. for wheat, 35 s. for barley, 24 s. for oats, 1 *. a pound for wool
and 6 d. per pound for meat, would do the most good as a national measure ;

but, such are the prejudices on the subject, I am willing to make the compromise
for silver and one-pound notes.

41 3S. Which is, in fact, not making a new standard, but restoring the standard

that existed in this country up to the year 1816 ?—Exactly. If I could have my
own wav, I would add to this some measure to protect the Bank of England
under a temporary adversity of the exchange, so as to preserve the currency as

equable as possible.

4139. The sUver standard was altered a httle in 1774 ; but, striking out those

two Acts, you would only be bringing it back to the old standard of this

countn,^ of which the alteration in 1774 was only that, instead of paying

unlimitedly in sUver, you could pay a part by weight, at 5 *. 2 d. an ounce ?

—

The change took place in 1774, but I am not sure that it did not come to

an end in 1788, and was never renewed again ; if that were the case, the

old standard was actually in existence up to the Act of 1816; but this is

not material to the argument, for any sum might be paid in silver at 5 j. 2 d. by
•weight.

4140. Would not the effect of a rise in prices be to let in foreign corn?—

I

apprehend not, for this reason: in 1828 the com laws were made upon the

basis that 64s. was to be the pivot on which the prices were to turn. If the

change I propose produced a rise in prices, even to 56s. or 60s., it would still

come under the view and operation of the Act of 1828. When wheat is 64s.,

I think, or 60s., the duty is still 24s. a quarter, and I tliink that 24s. a quarter

duty at that point, particularly rising as the price falls, and reaching somewhere
about 30 s. duty when the price is 56 s. per quarter, is quite sufficient to pro-

tect us.

4141. Do not you think we should have a little more protection in the

descending duties ?— No: my opinion on the corn laws is, that, although they

might be slightly altered for the better in detail, it would be imprudent to call for

an alteration, lest bv chance there should be a change for the worse.

4142. Is not the effect of the corn laws to give the pubhc the benefit of a

good han-est, and to throw upon the farmer the consequences of a bad one ?

—

It is very true that, perhaps, after a bad harvest, the farmer has not prices to

remunerate him. It is one of the false notions entertained by political econo-

mists, that a bad harvest is an advantage. In all periods of histor\' a good
harA^est was always considered a blessing, good both for man and beast, for then

there is plenty in the land. When there is a deficient crop, that increases the

price, but not sufficiently to compensate for the loss of produce ; but the increase

of produce by a good crop, in a proper state of things, more than counterbalances

the fall of price.

4143. That would certainly be so, unless a depreciation is still further occa-

sioned by the letting in cheaper corn from cheaper countries ?—There is no

doubt, if we had a complete prohibition, the price then would rise higher under

a deficient supply than the present corn law will allow it ; but there is another

thing we must look to, ^-iz. the resistance to a high price by a hungry popu-

lation. The basis of our legislation, in this case, must be the remuneration to

the grower on the one hand, and the capacity and necessities of the consumer on
the other.

4144. With respect to the accommodation countn' bankers are disposed to

afford ; will they now afford accommodation to farmers of known stabiUty ?

—In most cases they wiU not ; it is a question often asked, whether a

person with good security cannot find accommodation ? If the security be a

substantial man, of independent income, he may not find a difficulty in procuring

accommodation ; but his difficulty is in finding a security of that nature. Here-

tofore his neighbour and brother farmer was sufficient ; and he was considered

so for this reason, that, when a trade is-prosperous, there is a tendency in the

mind
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mind to look to the profits of the trade as enabling the farmer to return the E. S. Cayky, Esq.

interest or the money lent ; but when there is a failing trade, and the bankers

see that men of the best character, and most approved mode of cultivation and 14 March 183C.

of the greatest industiy are failing all around them, there is no confidence in

lending on character, or on stocks which are falling in the market.

4145. Have you turned your attention to the difference in the law as affecting

persons in trade and farmers, as it respects pledging their property r—No, I

have not.

4146. A tradesman may give security in this way; having goods in a certain

warehouse, by an indorsement in the warehousekeeper's books of those

goods to the banker ; that is a good security. A farmer, you are aware, cannot

in that way indorse over the crops while they are on the ground 1—Certainly

not.

4147. You state, that in many instances the landlords have been receiving

their rents out of capital, and not out of profits ; do you not think they have been

paying their own rents by the land being run out ?—In that point of view they

have ; in a great many instances, where one tenant is obliged to quit the land

before he has succeeded in quite running it out, another tenant has come on

the land with a view to running it out still more, and leaving it when it is utterly

exhausted.

4148. And by breaking up grass land?—Yes ; that has gone to some extent,

but it was checked by the better price of wool and meat, caused by the rot. A
necessitous landlord, rather than reduce his rent, will allow the tenant the privi-

lege of ploughing up old grass land. This went to a considerable extent in

Ireland. In Connaught the con-acre system has prevailed, I have understood,

very much within the last 15 years.

4149. Do you think the farmer is likely to obtain any reUef from the commu-
tation of tithe ?—If it were on an equitable principle, and not to draw more than

has hitherto been drawn, it must be a benefit, as giving him the power to enjoy

the fruits of his own capital invested henceforward in the soil ; but if the ques-

tion allude to the Bill now before the House of Commons, my opinion is, that

the farmer will be better off by remaining as he is than if that Bill pass into a

law.

4150. What do you think of a repeal of the malt-tax?—I think it would be

beneficial ; it would create a greater demand for barley ; more land would be sown

with barley and less with wheat, which would tend to increase the price of wheat

without diminishing the price of barley ; whilst the saccharine principle of the

malt would help the farmer amazingly in the feeding of his cattle.

4151. Would that not give additional employment to the poor?—No doubt,

if it caused an additional cultivation of barley, or produced a better price for

wheat.

4152. Might not the deficit which would be occasioned by the repeal of the

malt-tax be made up by a more equitable extension of the direct taxes ?—If the

question allude to an income-tax, my opinion is, that it might be put on ; but

it would not be paid for 15 months in this country, under present circum-

stances.

4153. A more equitable system of the land-tax, for instance?—Yes, that is

very much wanted, for much property escapes that ought to pay.

4154. When you say that an income-tax would not be paid for 15 months,

what do you mean ?—My opinion is, that when there is a tax on consumption, an

indigent man may evade that ; but when the tax-gatherer knocks at his door for

a direct tax, he cannot evade it ; and that was the true cause of the objection to

the house-tax. The householders of London, with a bad trade, finding they could

no longer charge the tax upon their customers, resolved to resist it ; they found

that the tax-gatherer came to their doors, and would have his money whether they

had it or not ; and they could not, as in the case of indirect taxes, deny themselves

any luxury by which they might evade it.

4155. An income-tax would be found so heavy, they would not submit to it?

—

—I think so ; unless it were very light indeed.

4156. There is no land-tax in Ireland, nor any direct taxes ; would not the ex-

tension of the direct taxes to Ireland, and the application of the Poor Law, tend

to improve the agricultural interest ?— I do not think that they could bear a land-

tax. I believe that Ireland is much more pressed with fixed engagements than

England. A poor law for Ireland is a very popular doctrine, and it might relieve

464. H H 2 parishes,
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E. S. Cayky, Esq. parishes overburthened with paupers in this country from the direct competi-

tion of the Irish labourers; but it is an experiment I think none of us can see

14 March 1836. the end of at the present moment, although, on the whole, I am favourable to

the trial.

4157. Do you see any reason why England should be taxed in this way, and

Ireland not ?—No, there may be no direct reason for it ; but I think in all coun-

tries we ought to endeavour to accommodate our legislation to things as they are.

It is stated that an Irish poor law would be a benefit to the farmers : it would be

a benefit to the farmers in those parishes where there are heavy poor-rates, in

consequence of a surplus population, if that surplus population could go and find

employment where at present the Irish labourers do : it would be a relief to that

extent. In Lincolnshire and the East Riding of Yorkshire, I believe, they depend

a good deal upon the Irish labourers for their harvest work; and if they did not

come they would have to pay additional wages in harvest-time ; but I have not

quite made up my mind whether the effect of an Irish poor law would be to pre-

vent the labourer coming over ; for if his wife and children were supported during

his absence by the rate, it is possible that he might still come over, at least for

some time to come.

4158. Do you not think the necessary effect of a poor law would be to raise

wages, and thus prevent their growing corn so much lower than we can in Eng-
land, as' they do at present?—No, I am not sure of that; supposing additional

corn to be grown in Ireland, in consequence of such a law ; to be grown profitably

the labourer must produce more than he consumes ; the effect of that will be to

send an additional quantity to this country, which will have a tendency to reduce

the price.

4159. If their wages are increased they will eat some of it themselves, will they

not?—Yes ; but a man is supposed to raise four times as much as he consumes.

Even suppose the Irish labourers to eat part of the wheat they produce, it will be

a change of habit, and all changes of this kind are gradual : the increased export

would be immediate. In the long run, doubtless, when the Irish labourer has

ascended to the English scale, there may be more comparatively consumed in Ire-

land, and less exported.

4160. Do you think it is possible for England to go on, Ireland increasing in

the cultivation of her lands as she does, and cultivating at so much cheaper a rate

than England does?— It is an injury, certainly, to the English landlords; but I

think, upon the whole, we can hardly alter that state of things ; and if there be

any truth in the calculations made by some, who pretend to be authorities, on this

subject, that for a length of time before 1833 we have depended, on the average,

for 500,000 quarters of wheat from abroad (although I do not think it the fact in

ordinary seasons), I had rather we got that supply from Ireland than thatwegot it

from foreign countries. And with respect 10 Ireland being able to produce it

cheaper, I am afraid that is a position we cannot very well relieve ourselves from.

I quite agree that any thing that would have the effect of enabling the Irish

labourer to consume his own corn would have a beneficial effect; and if the poor-

rate pressed, corn probably could not be sent so cheap to market.

4161. Would not a poor law in Ireland have that effect immediately?—

I

cannot think it would immediately.

4162. Whenever the Irish have had the means of purchasing comforts, have

they not done it?—In some instances they have, but I believe not in others.

4163. Are you not aware that where there are public works going on they will

live better and clothe themselves better than they have done before ; is not their

condition immediately changed ?—There can be no doubt the natural tendency is

that way, and it must have that tendency eventually. The only doubt I have

is as to any great change in national character taking place in a short space of

time; and the distress of agriculture is much too pressing to wait for that.

4164. Can that distress be effectually removed without some change ; must not

Ireland bring us down to her level, or we raise her to ours?— I believe it is only

in consequence of the distress arising from low prices that we feel the pressure

from Ireland. Lower wages will tend to reduce higher wages, that is certain;

but the smaller party cannot always pull down the larger to its own level.

There is some point in the scale where the smaller party is absorbed, and then

the decline of wages stops, possibly mid-way between the higher and the lower

rate.

4165. Will
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4165. VVill not a small quantity brought in by a person who can sell it cheaper
p. ^ Ca h E

depress the price of the market very greatly, and press it down ?—Yes, certainly.
"

4166. Do you not think that, supposing the fact to be that there were 115,000 14 Marrh 1836.

quarters imported in 183't, when we had a great quantity of our own, that would
be sufficient to lower our prices?—No, for the prices had fallen, in fact, previous
to Christmas 1834; the abundant harvest of 1834 could not, therefore, have
produced that fall.

4167. There were G00,000 quarters brought in in that year?— In 1833 it

amounted to 800,000 quarters, wheat and flour together ; in 1834, 700,000 ; and
1835, 600,000; therefore I do not think the Irish import can be considered as tlie

cause of that part of the depression of prices which has taken place within the last

two or three years.

41 68. Have you ever made a calculation of the amount of all the Irish produce
imported into this country ?—No ; but the returns show the amount, I imagine.

4169. What eft'ect had the repeal of the duty on beer?— I think it had the

effect of raising the price of barley 2 .?. or 3 s. a quarter.

4170. If the Beer Bill had the effect of raising the price of barley 2s. or 3i-. a
quarter, the Malt Bill would raise it a great deal more?— I should think it would.
When I say it would raise it a great deal more, I think the natural price of barley

would not now, independent of deficient crops, be more than 22s. a quarter; and
I think, in consequence of the Beer Bill, it will range, in ordinary seasons, some-
where about 24.?.

4171. You attribute the present high price of barley to a scarcity?—Yes, to a

very deficient crop in 1834, and to a crop short of an average in 1833.

4172. Has drainage taken place to a great extent in this country?—Drainatre

has taken place to a considerable extent of late years, partly because labourers

were out of work and wages low, which rendered draining cheap; and partly

because the landlords have been advised to lay out capital in permanent
improvements, in preference to reducing their rents. It is, in fact, the same thing

as reducing rent, because if rents be not increased on land which has become
more valuable, it is an equivalent advantage to the cultivator. But unless prices

are altered the draining will not pay itself. It used to pay 10 or 12 per ctut. to

the landlord, and of course it would pay something to the tenant also. Where 15

or 16 per cent, of rent has been thus reduced in the shape of draining, it has not

only been reduced, but hard cash has been laid out, which will be all lost if pre-

sent prices remain, for the land will not be worth cultivating.

4173. Then if the draining is not carried on we shall go back to a state of

morass?—If land of that nature is not, drained it will not pay the expenses of cul-

tivation, even at higher prices than the present.

4174. Island saleable in your part of the country?— I have heard of many
instances of lands being put up to sale in the north, where there has been no

bidder. I have heard of an instance where a rich capitalist has gone with 80,000/.,

not in his pocket, but at his command, and has purchased the property at 50,000/.

With respect to the number of years' purchase at which land is bought, there is a

great misconception on this subject
;
persons fancy that a decline in prices must

necessarily cause a decline in the years' purchase given for land, whereas the

years' purchase is reckoned on the rental, whatever it may be. If the rent, for

instance, be 30*. an acre, you reckon 30 years' purchase on that 30,?. ; then if

it be reduced to 10s. an acre, you merely make the calculation upon that 10.?.

rental: the 30 years" purchase will be the same; the amount on which the calcu-

lation is based is different ; that is all : I speak of lands under circumstances

which are not likely to lead to their being thrown out of cultivation ; but if, for

want of remunerating prices, there be a prospect of land not being worth culti-

vating, such land will then have a reduced number of years' purchase given for

it ; it may be worth absolutely nothing; and if a man buys it, he does it probably

on the speculation of prices rising. The number of years' purchase in such a

case will not be measured by the rent the laud is actually worth, which ought to be
the criterion when we speak of the number of years' purchase given for land.

41 75. The number of years' purchase for the existing rent is not reduced r—No
;

if there be a fair prospect of its remaining in cultivation; if there be an uncer-

tainty, then the years' purchase will be reduced.

4176. It has been said there is a great increase in the growth of wheat ; may
not a farmer increase the price by reducing the quantity grown ?— If he reduces

the quantity grown he must cultivate some other crop, and I do not apprehend

464. H H 3 there,
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r: r~„ , nature of the soil itself may require it) by chopping and changing from wheat to
^^' barley, if at the time that one rises in price by diminished produce, the other falls

from increased production. If some fresh produce of a more valuable nature could
be substituted, suppose sugar, that would be another thing; but it is a jjreat fallacy

to suppose, if you have been in the habit of sowing 60 acres of wheat and 40
of barley, that you will gain an advantage by sowing 60 of barley and 40 of
wheat

;
you get an increased price, it is true, for your wheat, but you have a

diminished quantity ; and on an average of years the returns to the farmer's

pocket will be the same.

41 77. Would it not be proper at this time to encourage the growth of flax and
hemp in Ireland ?— I have always thought that we might encourage the growth of
flax in Ireland with advantage; less wheat would then be grown, which might tend
to raise the price. At the same time my firm conviction is, not that we grow too

much wheat, but merely that there is too little money distributed to buy it. I do
not want a high price of wheat from scarcity, but from an increased capacity in

the consumers to buy. With regard to encouraging the cultivation of barley in

preference to wheat, I may add, that I should be sorry to see it resorted to as a

general measure; it is a crop which is very sensitive to a dry season. Wheat will

stand almost any weather in the spring and summer ; but barley cannot bear a dry
May, and two years out of three, in this country, there is a dry May ; therefore I

should not wish the farmer permanently to rely on barley instead of wheat.

4178. Do not you think it would be desirable to go back to the old duties

on the importation of flax and hemp, so as to encourage the growth of them in

such lands in this country as will bear them?—I think it would be a very good
thing to encourage them by any legitimate means. The reduction of the duty on
the importation of flax has not had the effect, I believe, of materially reducing the

price.

4179. Might not that aff'ord some relief for the loss sustained by taking off" the

malt-tax ?— It might.

41 80. And also on tallow ?—Yes, the imposition of a duty on tallow.

4181. Might not those taxes and a moderate land-tax supply the deficiency of

the tax on malt ?— I have no objection to an equalization of the land-tax, so as to

include houses and other property ; but I have a very great objection to an addi-

tional tax on the land.

4182. In some courses of agriculture is not wheat almost necessary as a change?
—No doubt of it.

4183. Take the Norfolk system, the four or the five-course system, the farmers

would find it difficult to make the change the land requires unless they grew
wheat ?— No doubt of it.

41 84. Does any thing else occur to you to be stated more than you have already

mentioned?— In any thing I have stated, I should wish to be understood, that in

any measure I should contemplate for the benefit of the farmer or the land owner, I

should equally include the labourer; for no country can be in a state of security

unless the welfare and the comfort of the labouring class be secured. My opinion

of a rise in prices is, that it would give remuneration to the employer of labour,

and whatever gave remuneration to the employer of labour would give security

to the condition of the labourer. At present I consider the condition of the

labourer to be very insecure ; whatever benefit he is now reaping he is reaping at

the expense of his employer, he is drawing upon the capital instead of on the profits

of the employer; a state of things which it is impossible can last; that fund will

soon be exhausted; always taking out and never filling is the simplest of all ways

to empty the coffer.

4185. That fund has always been considered a very slender one?—It has; but

until late years the trade of a farmer has not been considered an insecure one ; the

pursuit was not a very lucrative, but it was not a dangerous one. For centuries

before the late war one never heard of the changes of tenantry which have taken

place the last 20 years ; families remained upon the same farm sometimes for

^ centuries; but we find that state of things has not existed since the conclusion of

the war.

4186. You think that state of things began since the war ?—Yes; and incon-

sequence of the change of the value of money which took place in 1819.

4187. You are understood to say, that one of the great mischiefs you appre-

hend from the present state of things is the impossibility of long sustaining the

wages of labour?—Yes ; there is nothing so difficult as to change a national rate

of
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of wages; it is difficult to convince a large and a dense population that there is a ^- ^* ^<y%> ^*1-

necessity for reducing their wages. During the war we raised the pay of the army
;

he would be a very bold man that should now propose to reduce the pay of the
^4 -Jlarch 1836.

army ; yet there is no reason, in justice and in fairness, why the pay of the army
should not be reduced ; for havin™ been increased in consequence of the high
prices, the return of low prices forfeits their claim to it; but we are in this predi-

cament,—we dare not do it.

4188. Dare they reduce the agriculturists' wages much more?—The wages
were kept up in some agricultural districts, in consequence of a tendency to

insubordination in 1830. Just before Lord Grey came into office, incendiarism

was very general in the south, in consequence of the farmers commencing a sys-

tem of reducing wages ; they were checked in this reduction by fear. The poor

cultivators are thus in the dilemma of being able neither to reduce wages nor to

raise prices.

4189. Do not you think that the system of Northumberland, paying a man
partly in the produce of the land, flour and potatoes, and barley and oats, and so

on, would be, in general, a course exceedingly beneficial, and would enable the

farmer to reduce the price of wages equivalent to the produce of his farm ?—If he
paid in a certain amount of produce, he would not feel the expenses of cultivation

so greatly as he does ; the mischief is, that money wages require a very lono-

period, perhaps a generation, before they can be reduced to the price of produce
;

they can be quickly raised, but slowly reduced ; therefore the Northumberland
system, which is virtually on the principle of a corn rent, must be advantageous
to the occupier.

4190. You have probably paid much attention to the price of labour, as com-
pared with corn, in high times and at the present time ?— I have.

4191. Do you think the state of the labourer is better now or formerly, after

having made that comparison ? —My opinion is, that, taking the whole of the

labouring class now and during the war, they were better oflF during the war

;

taking the employed labourer alone, now and then, the employed labourer ought
to be, perhaps, better off now than then ; because a farmer can refuse to employ a
labourer much easier than reduce his wages. The present condition even of the

employed labourer, however, is, as I said before, on a very insecure foundation
;

but taking the employed and unemployed together, I am perfectly confident their

condition was much better during the war than now. Whenever I go into any
district or county, I make it a point to inquire of an old labourer how he likes

the change of prices ; the answer invariably is, " We never were so well off as

when corn was 10 s. a bushel."

4192. Do not you think that the reason for that was, that there was during the

war a much smaller number of hands ?—There is no doubt that would have some
effect; but in 1817 and 1818, when there was a rise of prices after the war, the

two previous years having been years of distress, the labourer reverted again to

full employment, although war had ceased to exist. The truth was, that the pro-

fitable state of farming during the war enabled the farmer to give excellent

wages, and the task-work was paid at a higher rate even than the daily

wages.

4193. Taking wheat as the standard of the price of labour, do you conceive
that where a labourer is employed his pay will not buy more wheat now than it

would during the high prices ?—Yes ; but I question whether he has a greater

surplus left to purchase what may be called the luxuries of the labourer.

4194. Do you conceive the labouring classes generally have altered in their

habit of expense ?— It is the necessary consequence of receiving higher remu-
neration during the war, that they should have done so. I am not anxious that

they should descend to a lower species of food, but the contrary. They must be
compelled, however, to descend to a lower grade, if prices are so low as to ruin
their employers.

4195. The labourers used to come in former times, and bring their eatables

and sit down and eat them; and now in many instances they go to the public-
house to get their dinner ?—That is not the case in the north.

4196. You have always considered that the price of human labour forms the
greatest part of the expenditure, particularly on arable farms ?—Yes. In con-
clusion, with the permission of the Committee, I would add, that in quoting
authorities on a particular point of currency, in a previous part of my examination,
I purposely abstained from adducing any now living who are in favour of

464- H II 4 my
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E. S. Cayley, Esq. my own views for an alteration. Although, of course, I place more confidence

in them, it appeared to me that hostile testimony would be considered the most

P
* [77/6 Witness is directed to wilkdr'aw.

Michael Comport, Esq., is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

M. Comport, Esq. 4197- YOU are an attorney at Rochford, in Essex?—I am.

411)8. In considerable business ?— lam.

41 gy. Are you acquainted with the landed proprietors and farmers in your

county?—I am.

4200. What is the state and condition of the small proprietors ]of land ?

—

I should say very indifterent.

4201. By indifferent, do you mean that they are distressed in their circum-

stances ?—Very much distressed.

4202. Have they contracted engagements in better times, which, under present

circumstances, they cannot discharge ?—They have, many of them.

4203. The}' are therefore in great distress?—They are.

4204. Do you apply that observation to a great many, or only to a few in your

neighbourhood ?—A great many.

4205. How many should you say in the hundred of Rochford?—It is very

general.

4206. The hundred of Rochford is very good land, is it not ?—Very good.

4207. You have stated what is the condition of the landlords ; what is the

condition of the tenantry ?—The tenantry are worse off.

4208. Are they occupying farms of good land ?—Yes.

4209. Have you the means of becoming acquainted with their circumstances

by being consulted by the farmers in your profession ?— I have.

4210. Have you the means of knowing whether they are paying their rents

out of their profits or out of their capital ?—They have been paying their rents

out of capital.

4211. Is not the capital of most reduced, and of some entirely gone?—Of
most reduced, and of some entirely gone.

4212. Is the number of those whose capitals are entirely gone considerable?

—It is.

4213. How many do you think there are in your neighbourhood that have
thrown up their farms, and whose farms are in the hands of the landlords ?—

I

have drawn out a statement, from the best of my recollection, and I find there are

between 2,000 and 3,000 acres of land in the landlords' hands ; about 2,600 acres.

4214. Do you mean of lands where the tenants have thrown up their leases?

—Yes, or have failed, in Rochford hundred only.

4215. How many acres does that hundred contain?—I cannot say; I have

nothing to guide me.

4216. How many miles long and wide is it?—About 10 miles long and eight

miles wide.

421 7. There is a good deal of water in it, is not there ?—Yes.

4218. The whole area is not filled up by farms?—No; there are several

rivers, and a number of small creeks.

4219. What is the state of the poor in that part of the country ?—I do not

consider that it is worse than it has been several years.

4220. Are they employed r—Yes, nearly the whole.

4221. How is employment found for them if the tenantry are broken up ?

—

The farmers employ their labourers now pretty well,notwithstanding the distress of

the country. I do not consider the land has ever been in a better state of cultivation.

4222. That in the hands of the landlords is cultivated better, perhaps?—Yes,

that may be the case ; they have been generally cultivating their lands well,

notwithstanding the pressure upon them.

4223. Have they paid moderate rents, in general?—About 25*. an acre is the

average of the hundred.

9 4224. Is that a moderate rent for the land in that hundred ?—Yes.

4225. Have they been attentive to their business, generally speaking ?— Very.

4226. And skilful in the management of their business ?— Yes.

4227. To what do you attribute their failure?—To the low price of corn.

4228. Do yuu apply that answer to every species of corn, or any one in parti-

cular?—To wheat in particular.

42^9. Do
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4229. Do barley and oats and beans produce remunerating prices?—They
have, comparatively. 1 think if wheat had been at a proportionable price with

barley and oats, there would not have been the distress.

4230. Is the price of barley and oats sufficient to compensate the farmer for the

loss on his wheat?—Certainly not.

4231. Is that stiff' land, or light land ?— Light land.

4232. Light loamy land?—Yes.

4233. Has the quantity of oats and barley produced been an average crop ?

—

I think it has.

4234. Does any thing else occur to you to be stated ? —I was prepared to

state what the average growth had been of Rochford hundred within the last

three years.

4235. Have the goodness to deliver it in.

\_The statement is delivered in, and read, and is as follows :'\

ROCHFORD HUNDRED, ESSEX.
Pkoduce of 100 Acres of Land in 1B33, consisting of 90 Acres of Arable and 10 Acres of

Pasture, upon the Six-course system.

M. Comport, Esq

.

14 March 183U.

30 acres wheat, at 3^ quarters per acre, and 53 s. per quarter

15 acres oats, at 6 quarters per acre, and 18 s. 6 d. per quarter

15 acres clover, at 3/. per acre . _ - _ _

15 acres beans, at 3 quarters per acre, and 33 s. 3 J. per quarter

10 acres grass, at 50 s. per acre - - - . _

15 acres fallow.

Profit on pigs and poultry from run of yard . - _

Expenses upon 100 Acres of Land, same year, 1833.

Rent, at 25 s. per acre -------
Labour, including harvest, at 35 s. per acre _ _ -

Rates and taxes, at 55. per acre - _ - - _

Tithe - ditto ------
Seed corn -----._--
Horse corn and hay for four horses, at 8 s. each per week -

Wheelwriglu, blacksmith and collar-maker's bills

Average annual loss in horses ------
Interest of capital --------

Deduct produce as above

Loss - - .

Produce in 1834.

30 acres of wheat, at 3 J quarters per acre, at 46s. per quarter

15 acres oats, at 6 quarters per acre, at 21 5. per quarter

15 acres clover, at 2/. per acre - - - - - -

15 acres beans, at 3 quarters per acre, and 35 s. 6d. per quarter -

10 acres grass at 40 s. --------
15 acres iallow.

Profit on pigs and poultry ---.-__
Expenses.

Rent -------
Labour, including harvest - _ -

Rates and Taxes - - - - -

Tithe
Seed corn - - _ - -

Horse corn and hay, Sec. - - - -

Wheelwright, blacksmith, and collar-maker

Average annual loss in horses - - -

Interest of capital - - - - -

Deduct produce as above

Loss

.46^

£. s.

278 5

83 5

45 -

74 16

23 -

d.

516 6 3

125

175
25
25
50
83
25
10

40

4 -

558 4 -
516 6 3

41 17 9

241 10 -

94 10 -

30 - -

79 17 6
20 - -

10 - -

475 17 6

125

175
25
25

47
83
25 - -
10 - -
40 - -

555 11 6

475 17 6

79 14 -

Produce
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M. Comport, Esq.

14 March 1836.

Produce in 1835.

30 acres wheat, at 3 J quarters per acre, at 40 s, per quarter

to acres oats, at 6 quarters per acre, at 22 s. per quarter

15 acres clover, at 3 Z. per acre - - ^ -

15 acres beans, at 4 quarters per acre, aud 36 s. per quarter

10 acres grass, at 505. per acre . - . - .

15 acres fallow.

Profit on pigs and poultry -
. - - - -

Expenses.

Rent
Labour, including harvest . _ _ -

Rates and Taxes ------
Tithe

Seed corn -------
Horse corn, haj', &c. - - - - -

Wheelwright, blacksmith and collar-maker's bills

Average annual loss in horses - - - -

Interest of capital .--.--
Deduct produce as above

Loss - - -

£.

210

99
45
108

25

497 - -

125

175
25
25
48
83 4 -

10 -

40 -

556 4

497 -

59 4

Loss in 1833
Ditto 1834
Ditto 1835

Loss in three years £.

£. s.

41 17

79 14

59 4



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. {Brought from the Lords.) 251

4-53- 1^0 you find a want of money there to carry on the ordinary transactions M. Comport, Esq,

of life between farmers?—Very great.
"""

4254. In what manner do they accomplish their transactions now?—There are '4 March i8;j6.

many obliged to give certain quantities of corn, to which they resort when they

want seed corn.

4255. Can they get accommodation at the country banks now ?—The way in

which they get accommodation is through two bill-brokers whom we have in

Rochford town ; if it was not for them I do not know how the common transactions

of life could be carried on ; they discount their bills.

4256. What security do they require on discounting bills?—They get two or

three names upon every bill.

4257. Upon the security of those two or three names they discount the bills?

—Yes.
4258. When they get into this course of proceeding, is it long before they find

their way to Chelmsford gaol ?—It is the forerunner of it, for they are paying

nearly 10 per cent.

4259. From your knowledge of the proceedings going on at law, is it not a

sure forerunner to the destruction of the farmer, being obliged to take up money
in that way ?— It is.

4260. What is the manner of living of those small farmers?—It is scarcely

better than that of the well-employed labourers.

4261. It is not their extravagance which has brought them to distress?—No,
certainly not.

4262. Have you any suggestions to offer as to the means of affording relief to

the agricultural interest?—No, I am not aware that I have.

4263. What has been the effect of the Beer Bill in your neighbourhood ?

—

Very bad, indeed.

4264. What has been the effect of the new Poor Law in your neighbourhood ?

—That has had very favourable operation in Essex ; I think it will reduce the

poor-rates very considerably.

4265. That will, of course, be very beneficial to the farmers?—Yes.

4266. How is it liked by the poor?—They do not quite understand it: but

generally the labourer who has not been in the habit of receiving relief is pleased

with it, because it makes his labour much more valuable than it was.

4267. Are the better disposed poor persons much against it?—I must confess

there is a prejudice among the ill disposed, but I think not among the well

disposed poor.

4268. How is it liked by able-bodied men, who are good workmen and have

large families?— I believe they approve of it.

4269. In what way has it been administered in your neighbourhood as to the

mode in which relief is given in those cases ?—Chiefly in kind. ., „

4270. That they are pleased with ?

—

Yes.

4271. Has it been the case at all, that in those instances any children have

been taken away from their parents ?—There have been one or two instances of

that, but it has been with the consent of their parents and the wish of their

parents ; the board of guardians, to which I happen to be clerk, have never, to

n;iy knowledge, insisted on a child being taken away without the consent of the

parents.

4272. You consider that the Poor Law will work well, and be beneficial to the

country ; do you think that the benefits which can be derived from the Poor Law
will remove the distress of the farmer, and raise him to the state in which he ought

to be ?—No, I do not think it can do that, but I think the poor-rates will be con-

siderably reduced.

4273. Will the Poor Law give employment to the unemployed poor.-'—It has

one effect in employing the poor ; the able-bodied labourer is thrown upon his

own resources, and instead of his being an idle disorderly person as he was before,,

he becomes a useful member of society.

4274. Have you what is called a parish farm ? —No.

4275. Does not the Poor Law drive them out of the parish ?— No, I have not

found that to be the case.

4276. Is your agricultural population sufficient or insufficient for the demand
of the farmer ?— I do not think that it is at all more than sufficient for the demands

of the farmer.

464. I I 2 4277. What
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Af . CMwoorf , Esq. 4277- What is the average of the poor-rates in your parish or your union ?

—

In the union about 55. an acre.

14 March 1836. 4278. Taking the acreage, at what value generally ?—I take the acre at 25^.

427g. So that the poor-rates average one-fifth of the real value?—Yes; the

poor-rates levied for the relief of the poor within the last three years have been

10,000/., within a fraction.

4280. Do vou anticipate much reduction in consequence of the introduction

of the new Poor Law?— I calculate upon a reduction of one-third.

4281. One-third of 5^., being one-fifth of 25*. ?—Yes.

4282. What does the union embrace ?—Twenty-three parishes.

4283. You have fisheries in the rivers for your labourers ?—Yes,

4284. That employs your surplus population?—Partly.

4285. Some of them smuggle a little, do they not?—Not a little, I believe.

4286. You anticipate a reduction of 2*. out oi 5s., by the introduction of the

new Poor Law?—Yes.

4287. And that without any proceedings which are very objectionable to the

poor themselves, that is, to the good and well disposed poor?— Yes.

4288. Do not you think the tendency of this measure will be that of raising

the moral character of the labouring classes ?—I do ; it gives independence to

the able-bodied and industrious labourer.

^1280. Have you any produce poured in upon you from other countries, such

as Ireland ?—No.

4290. To what do you attribute the depression of prices?— It is, I should

imao-ine, from over production in some other parts, but not with us. The sea-

sons have been favourable for heavy lands, but not for Rochford hundred

generally.

4291. You have not had over production in your pari of the country ?—No.

4292. Therefore, if that exists, it exists somewhere else ?—Yes.

4293. A farm of 100/. a year pays now in your union about 251. poor-rates
;

and you anticipate a reduction of about one-third of that, being about HI. odd ?

—

Yes, between 8 /. and 9 /.

4294. That, on a farm of 300 /. a year, would make 18/. or 20/. in favour of the

farmer ; would that at all tend to compensate the losses he is now suffering, and

the difficulties against which he has to contend?—O dear no ; if that relief had

been atforded to him for the last three years, according to the statement I have

given, it would have made only about 20/. against the losses I have put down in

my statement.

[The JVitness is directed to withdraw.

Richard Spooner, Esq., is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

R. Spoontr, "Esq. 4295. HAVE the goodness to state to the Committee in what way you think

the malt-tax acts prejudicially to the landed interest?— It acts most prejudicially

in destroying a very great means of profitably feeding cattle ; the relief to the

farmer would be considerable, as far as the duty is concerned, by enabling him

to give to his labourers a cheap wholesome beverage ; but even this advantage is

nothincr, compared with the benefit he would derive from being able to feed his

cattle in the cheapest possible way.

4296. That has been done with grown barley?—Grown barley will not do.

That was the great mistake Sir Robert Peel made in his speech in the House of

Commons; he there said that every thing was allowed to the farmer he could

desire, by allowing him to spirt his corn. He is under a great mistake in two

points ; first, it is by no means so good a food, even if it could properly be done,

but there is a great difficulty in doing it, because unless it is carried to exactly

the right point, it is injured instead of benefited by spirting; it must be stopped

at the right point. It can be rendered fit for use only by drying, and that is

prohibited. A great proportion of the saccharine matter is lost, unless it is by

drying stopped at the right point. Perhaps your Lordships have never had the

curiosity to examine a sample of malt, of which there is that which is called flinty

malt, that is, malt which is imperfectly made. The acrospire in malt goes up
under the skin, on the outside of the meal, in the process of malting it, which is

never complete until it bursts the skin. If by any wrong operation in malting the

course of the acrospire is stopped before it comes out at the other end, you will

find the saccharine matter generated up to the point to which the acrospire goes,

but
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but beyonfl that it is notliinq; more than mere barley ; that shows how very much fl. spooner, E»q.

the generation of saccharine matter, and the subsequent proper development of it, —
depend upon the very great nicety with which the process is conducted, and the 14 March 1836.

whole process being permitted.

4297. In order to make it useful for the purpose described, namely, feeding

cattle, it is necessary to make it into malt?—Yes.

4298. You would consider it malt when it is dried?—Yes. To a certain

degree, no doubt, spirted barley is better than dry barley ; but in order to have
the full benefit of it, it ought to be dried.

4299. One good effect you would anticipate from allowing the farmer to malt

his barley would be enabling him more beneficially to himself to feed his cattle

with it ?—Yes. I have tried experiments on a small scale, and I have no hesita-

tion in saying, if farmers last winter had malted their wheat, which they were
selling at 4 s. to 4 s. Gd. a. bushel, and fed their cattle with it, and their cattle had
come to market at the present prices, it would have paid them from 6 s. 6d, to 7*.

a bushel.

4300. The price of wheat would have been raised in consequence of that addi-

tional consumption ?—No doubt it would.

4301. Are there any other advantages you consider connected with the repeal of

the duty on malt?—Yes; but I wish first to say one or two words with respect to the

food of cattle. It is generally supposed it would be the light soils only tliat would
receive benefit from the altering the duty. Now, were I to point out the soils

which would receive the most benefit, it would be the clay soils. Every practical

farmer knows that the great difficulty attending the proper cultivation of clay

soils is the heavy expense he is put to in obtaining a sufficient quantity of

winter food for cattle to furnish manure ; on such soils he cannot grow turnips or

any green food, for winter consumption ; but if the farmer could malt his own
grain of all sorts duty-free, for the purposes of feeding cattle, he would be able

to fatten a large quantity upon his farm ; and he would substitute that for that

which is now the most expensive food, oil -cake, which comes from abroad; this

would give him a very great facility to procure manure for his clay soil farms.

4302. Are you aware of any difficulty this permission would produce in the

collection of the revenue?— I have no doubt that the permission to the farmer

would be attended with difficulty.

4303. It would be felt to be an opening to fraud ?—Yes ; but I do not think

that is an insuperable difficulty. But I conceive there is a far better way of doing

it, and attended, not only with benefit to the farmer, but to the public at large ; and
that is, taking the duty ofl:' the malt, and again placing it on beer. There never

was such false legislation, if I may use such an expression, as that of taking oflfthe

duty upon beer, and opening beer-houses.

4304. That would get rid of the beer-houses ?—It would.

4305. Would not the revenue be increased ; for it does not necessarily follow

that he who brews would brew malt ?—I conceive it would increase the revenue

;

for by the operation of the tax at this moment there is an inducement to the brewer

of beer to brew from any thing but malt. The duty on beer operated as an induce-

ment to brew from malt; the duty was on the article when finished ; therefore it

became the interest of the brewer that an article so heavily taxed, when finished,

should be of the best possible quality, because he paid the same tax, which formed

a very large proportion of his expense, on a bad article as a good one. Now that

security for a good article is gone, for there is no duty whatever on beer. The
consequence is, in the manufacturing districts there is an opportunity and an in-

ducement to brew from any thing but malt. I act as a magistrate in a most
populous district round Birmingham, where convictions for the use of grains of

Paradise, and other things used in brewing, are very common.

4306. If the duty be transferred from the malt to the beer, would that induce
them to brew from malt instead of using those articles r—No doubt, for malt would
be the cheapest article they could get.

4307. That would be a better beer for the lower class ?— It would ensure

a better description of beer, and it would ensure the protection of the revenue.

4308. Do you propose that the duty should be paid on beer, though it is never

sold ?—No, merely beer brewed for sale by retail. I would still permit the sale

of beer, not to be drunk on the premises, duty-free, but I would admit that under
certain restrictions which were not properly attended to before.

464. I I 3 4309. You
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his barley ; the one merely allowing him to malt barley, and consume it in the
14 March 1836. way in which he is not now permitted to do ; the other the transferring of the

malt-tax to beer?—Yes, and the very best way of doing it would be to transfer

the duty from the malt to the beer.

4310. You conceive that transfer would be attended with very good eflfect, and
that it might be done with a due regard to revenue?—Yes.

4311. Is there any other article, foreign or domestic, taxed now as barley is

when made into malt ?—No.

4312. Is tea taxed so highly ?— No.

43 13. Is there any article of manufacture so taxed ?—Certainly not.

4314. Is cotton ?—No.

4315. The hemp?—No.

4316. The flax?—No.

4317. The tallow?—No.
4318. Is there any article taxed one quarter so high as the malt?— Cer-

tainly not.

4319. You are aware that the tax formerly on the importation of raw cotton was
higher than it is now, and that the tax on the importation of hemp and flax was
higher formerly than it is now ?—Yes.

4320. And beer, till very lately?—Yes.

4321. In your opinion, if the old taxes on those different articles were resorted

to, and an equal land-tax distributed all over the country, would not that abun-
dantly supply the deficiency of the malt-tax ?—I have no doubt it would, and that

the whole together would be found highly beneficial to the country : and no one
can look at the present state of the cotton trade without great alarm. When one
sees the immense number of people brought together, and that it is a trade which
can be extended to almost any amount by machinery, the tendency of which is to

draw together an immense number of people; that it wants the usual limit which
checks too rapid an increase in most other trades, namely, the power of getting

hands instantly they are wanted, machinery being applied instantly obviating

that difficulty ;—if any thing should happen to stop their trade, fjy the glut

of the foreign market, which I think must inevitably happen, the frightful effect

on the exchanges of this country can scarcely be anticipated. That which we
have already once seen I think very likely we shall see again. The great profit

on the manufacture of cotton goods leads to an immense speculation in the import

of raw cotton. How are the engagements to pay for the import of the raw
material to be met, if the export of the manufactured article should be stopped ?

The exchanges would be deranged ; a great demand created for gold ; the bank
issues diminished ; and one can hardly contemplate the effect of throwing out such

a number of hands as must inevitably be thrown out of employment under such

circumstances.

4322. Are you of opinion that a sufficient duty might be raised from those

articles without injury to the country, a great injury to commerce, which would
enable us to take off the malt-tax ?— I am decidedly of that opinion.

4323. You have lived near Birmingham ?— I have.

4324. That place has increased enormously?—It has.

4325. Do you know whether Birmingham has felt the effect in any way of

agricultural distress?— I know the factors whose trade is among the country

trade, in the purely agricultural districts, complain very much of the falling-off in

that branch of the trade, and the difficulty of getting paid for those articles they

supply.

4326. Have you seen the resolutions of any meeting a year or two ago at

Birmingham respecting the diminution of their home custom ?— I have seen

them.

4327. Do not they complain that when the prices were high the farmer bought

liberally ; that now he uses his worn-out gear, and does not buy new ?—That is

just the fact.

4328. Have you the means of knowing that Birmingham and other towns

depending on the home trade are suffering from the distress of agriculture ?

—

It is more the case in other towns than Birmingham, because Birmingham is so

largely connected with the foreign trade, with the iron trade, and the peculiar

demand for railways, and so on, it is not felt in Birmingham ; but in the small

towns, where the whole of the business depends on the consumption of the agri-

culturists, they do feel that distress very much, not merely in articles of luxury,

but
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but in articles of necessity, for the farmer is obliged to do without them, and puts li. Spooner, Esq.

himself to great inconvenience in consequence.

4329. Before the railroad mania began, was not that the case with respect to H March 1836,

Birmingham ?—To a certain degree ; but the trade of Birmingham has been

increasing very rapidly the last three or four years.

4330. Is it in consequence of those speculations ?— I think it was greatly in con-

sequence of the very low price to which manufactures had been reduced, having

forced themselves into tiie continental market at a low price, and thus created an

increased demand. I would wish to turn your Lordships' attention to the ques-

tion of the beer-houses ; that really is a matter that calls loudly for some sort of

remedy; the great evil which was found originally in giving permission to cer-

tain houses, called private brewers, to sell for consumption, not on their own pre-

mises, arose from the licenses being granted a great deal too indiscriminately
;

they were granted, in many instances, to persons who had not sufficient station, if

I may use the phrase, to men of straw. If you took the duty oft' malt, and laid it

on beer sold for consumption on the premises, and granted permission still to

retail beer to be consumed off" the premises duty-free, that might be guarded by

requiring that the houses occupied by persons to whom such licenses were

granted should be rated to a higher amount ; they would then be persons occu-

pying a station in life who would not be likely, by the small profit on beer, to be

tempted to run the risk of fine or imprisonment; but many licensed under the

Act as it originally stood, ran no risk at all ; they were induced by brewers and

others to become the agents for selling their beer ; if they could get a trifling

profit by it, it was of little consequence to them if they were brought before the

magistrates and convicted ; they had nothing to pay, and they went to prison for

a short time, and perhaps lived quite as comfortably there as they might have

done in their own houses. But if that could be guarded against by taking care

that the licenses should be granted only to persons paying a certain amount of

taxes, I think they would be kept by persons who would not, for a trifling profit,

hazard so great a risk.

4331. Are you not aware that many of the common beer-houses belong, not to

the men who give themselves out as occupiers, but to the brewers themselves ?

—

That is much more confined to a certain district called the home district ; it is

not the case in our district ; there are very few brewers in the manufacturing

districts who are owners of houses.

4332. You are yourself a considerable agriculturist?— I have been a farmer

these 30 years.

4333. How much land do you occupy ?—Not much land, only about 150 acres;

bui it is veiy good land, and farmed in a very high manner.

4334. Are you acquainted M'ith the state of agriculture round your country ?—
Yes ; I have been brought into contact during the last month with farmers from

all parts of the kingdom ; I have gone accurately through the statements of

farmers from all parts of the country.

4335. In your own immediate neighbourhood have you found, even with your

good farm and good management, and plenty of capital, that it is a profitable or

an unprofitable concern?— It is very unprofitable ; it leaves very little for rent,

after the expenses of cultivation.

4336. It does leave something ?—Yes, for it is land of very high quality ; it is

dairy land, in the neighbourhood of the city of Worcester.

4337. You have a demand for your dairy produce ?—Nothing like the demand

we used to have ; but the first quality land has not gone out so much as others.

4338. As a banker of Birmingham, can you give an opinion of the state of the

farmers round the country ?— I know them to be in a very bad state.

4339. Are they solvent or insolvent, generally speaking?—A vast number are

insolvent ; they are all insolvent as it affects their farms, unless they have private

property.

4340. You think that the farms do not pay rent ?—Not except the very best

lands.

4341. What proportion should you consider those ?—Through the kingdom I

can very safely state that they are under one-fourth.

4342. From your business as a farmer, and from the communications you have

had with people in the country, what do you consider to be the state of the far-

mers generally in that county?— 1 consider that they are losing their capital very

fast.

464- I I 4 4343- 1^0
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B. S/woncr. Esq. 4343- Do you think they can go on many years longer?— It is utterly

impossible.

14 March 1836. 4344- What will be the effect of this; in what state will they be?—The effect

will be, in my opinion, most dreadful, for it will end in a great quantity of the

land being thrown out of cultivation, and a great reduction of rents on all lands

where there is any rent remaining, and a very great want of employment for agri-

cultural labourers.

4345. Will that produce disturbance in the country ?—Most undoubtedly ; and

I am sure, from information I have received, and which I have sifted with very

great care, that there is very much cause for alarm in many counties of Eng-
land at present ; I should mention the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge,

and some parts of Kent and Sussex, where I have with great care gone

through the accounts which farmers, very intelligent men, have shown me ; and
it is clear that they are carrying on farming now at a loss, without paying any

rent at all.

4346. You conceive that the alteration of the tax from malt to beer would be

of essential importance ; in a certain degree restoring the proper state of things ?

— I conceive it would be a very great palliative and a great relief; but I cannot

look to that alone.

4347. Do you consider the currency to be one cause ?—I consider that to be

the chief moving cause ; there are other causes.

4348. Have' you derived the information respecting other counties from farmers

you have seen from different parts of the kingdom ?—Yes.

4349. They have satisfied you of the verity of their accounts ?— I have seen

the accounts, which, on the face of them, were evidently not formed for the

purpose.

4350. They appeared to be accounts they had kept in carrying on their busi-

ness?—They are the accounts kept in the rough manner in which farmers

keep them, proving to me they had been made at the periods to which they

refer.

4351. As a banker, is accommodation extended to farmers in the manner it

was formerly ?—Undoubtedly not. In speaking of labourers, I do not think that

the labourers in the midland counties are by any means in a bad state at this

moment, for they are within the influence of the great increase of manufacturing

prosperity, and their wages are much higher than the farmers can afford to pay,

and much higher than they are in those parts of the kingdom wholly agricultural

;

and at the present moment they are better off.

4352. Are they better off in respect of the price of wheat than they were in what
were called the high times? —Yes ; the labourers in the neighbourhood of Birming-

ham, and in a very considerable part of the county, are getting IO5. a week,

which would represent, till within the lastmonth, more than two bushels of wheat;

and in the war they were getting about \5s. a week, which represented a little

more than a bushel and a peck; in fact it has been rather an injury to the farmers

having the wages thus kept up by the manufacturers in many places ; it is in one

county peculiarly hard ; 1 have become acquainted with the particulars lately

;

I allude to Glamorganshire ; in that county the iron trade is exceedingly flourish-

ing, and the rate of labour very much raised ; but the farmer receives no benefit

from this higher rate of wages, because the consumption so created amongst the

labourers bv the increased rate of wages is supplied from Ireland ; and he has

actually got the price of labour raised against him, and the price of his produce

lowered by the immense importation from Ireland : and there is another great

difficulty, unfortunately, attached to that ; should any thing stop the iron trade,

those men who are now engaged in that trade would be sent back to be supported

by the poor-rates paid by those very farmers,

4353- To which the manufacturers do not pay in their proportion?—Cer-

tainly not.

4354. Suppose a manufacturer lives in a town, has he not workmen working

for him in all the villages round, to the support of which he does not contribute

a single farthing ?—Yes, in a certain degree.

4355- In the districts of which you have been speaking, should you generally

consider that the labourer who is employed is better off than he was during the

high times?—In the midland counties, and those particularly connected with

manufactures.

4356. Are
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4356. Are you well acquainted with the counties of Nortolk and Suffolk, as yj. S/7oo«fr, Esq.

to the agricultural labouriM-s ?— Merely from the communication with farmers who
have been in town. 1 am the chairman of the body of agriculturists who are 14 March 1836.

in town seeking relief.

43.')7- As far as your information goes, do you conceive that the labourer who
is eniploved is generally better off, with respect to the necessaries of life pur-

chased with his wages, than he was in the high times ?—Certainly not, in purely

au;ricultural districts ; where they are \\ithin the influence of manufacturing

waffes they are.

43,';8. In those agricultural districts, what is the average of the labourer's pay,

so far as you have ascertained"-^ In many counties they are giving only 75. and

8.5'. a week. In Herefordshire, when I came up to London, they were giving only

65., and ineertan parts of Worcestershire they were giving only 7 s.

43.59. AYould 7.^. or 8.v. give more produce in corn now than the former wages

of 1()5. and 17.V. at the high prices of wheat?—Ves, no doubt ; but that will not

apply in other articles; their rent and their clothing are not reduced to the same

degree. Cotton goods are reduced, no doubt.

4360. Is not woollen much reduced?—No, I think not; and their clothes are

very bad in many districts, ihey do not lay out much in new clothes.

43t)l. Has not the cotton driven out the old woollen dresses the women used to

wear?—Yes, entirely so.

4362. Are not cotton and woollen very much reduced in price with respect to

the articles of dress used by labourers ?—Judging from the price of wool, I should

say that woollen goods must have risen very much.

4363. The woollen goods the women and men used to wear formerly were the

produce of this country r—Yes, and the product of their own labour in their own
cottages, instead of being made by machinery.

43O4. The cotton wool is entirely of foreign product, and is manufactured by

machinery in distant towns r—Yes.

4365. Have you ever made a calculation of the annual value of Irish produce

imported into this country ?—No ; but the quantity of wheat imported from Ireland

has fallen off in the last three years.

4366. Do you attribute that falling off of Irish wheat to their using a good

deal in distilleries ?—I attribute it to the using a good deal in distilleries, and

to the low price in England.

43G7. Have you not always found, that when the prices have fallen down here,

the importations from Ireland have been stopped ; but the moment the prices

have revived, the importations from Ireland have revived again r— Yes.

4368. Will not that, in a length of time, continue to keep down the prices here ?

—I conceive it will.

4369. Will not it bring down the rate of English prices to the rate of Irish

prices?— If that anomaly is suffered to exist, which does now exist, that England

is charged with poor-rates before it can bring any part of its corn into the

market, and Ireland can come into the market without any poor-rates at all, the

tendency of that must inevitably be to drive down the English labourer to the state

of the Irish labourer.

4370. Have you any means of knowing what the rate of wages in Ireland is?

—I do not accurately ; but if I rightly understand, it is under 6fi^. a day. But

the question in Ireland of the poor laws appears to me to be just the same as if

in England there were half a dozen counties totally free from the maintenance

of their poor, who might send them about as vagrants, and not be charged with

them ; it would be impossible for other counties to compete with them ; this is

the case in Ireland ; and as long as that exists, the tendency must be to bring

down the state of the English labourer till he comes to the state of the Irish.

4371. Will not it pull down the English farmer and the English gentleman ?

—

Yes, it must.

4372. Do you really think, that supposing poor laws are enacted in Ireland,

that would prevent tlie Irishmen coming over here ; if they get only bd. or %d-

there, and can get 2 s. a day here, would they be such blockheads as to stay

there ?—Certainly not ; but that would not be the way it would operate. The non-

resident landlords, finding that before they got their rents there must be a charge

for poor-rates, would see whether they could not find some way in which those

people could be employed at home.

464. K K 4373- Would
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4373. Would not they eat a little more of their own corn at home ?—Of course

~\1\
jj j8„5 they would.

4374. In cultivating a farm, taking the poor-rate and wages into estimation,

those charges make such a difference in the expenses of a farm in England and in

Ireland, that it would not be possible for the English farmer to compete with the

Irish r—I conceive without poor-rates it is impossible.

4375. Labour is here the great expense of the farmer, and would still be very

great.'—I conceive that the tendency would be to raise the rate of wages in

Ireland.

437b. Would not there be a greater number employed upon the land, and so

increase the consumption?

—

^es; and though that would increase consumption,

we always find that when prices are lowest in Ireland there is starvation, and you
see famine in the midst of plenty.

4377. Does that apply particularly to the last famine, for the relief of which

a large subscription was raised in this country ?—-Yes, peculiarly so ; we were

subscribing here to send back the very same produce which had deluged our

markets ; they would have been starved if we had not done it.

4378. You think that, through the urgent necessity for further employment in

Ireland, if there are poor-rates in Ireland, demands would keep pace with the

additional supply ?— I do ; and that it would put the labourers into a consuming
as well as a producing position. He now sends the crop he produces to a market

which has already got as much produce as it wants, because, in fact, he is not

in a condition to eat it ; but by establishing poor laws he would soon, in my
opinion, be in a condition to consume it in his own country.

437Q. The poor man in Ireland now has merely this alternative, take 5(1.

a day, or go and starve ; suppose he had a claim on the poor laws for support, ,

would he not be able to make a better bargain with his landlord?— I think so.

4380. Supposing an Irish land-owner had 1,000 acres of bog, which might be

drained; if there were poor-rates in Ireland he would find it necessary to find

emplovment for the people, and would therefore drain his bog ; consequently in

that district the demand would keep pace w ith his supply ?—Yes ; and that

demand for labour would put the labourer into a condition to make his own terms,

and he would enjoj' the benefit of it, which he does not now.

4381. Do you know whether in the parts of Ireland in which your public

works are carried on, they do not, in consequence of getting better wages, live bet-

ter?— I cannot speak to that particularly.

4382. Is there any other cause of the present depression of prices and the

consequent depression of agriculture, the removal of which would relieve the

agricultural interest, besides those which you have enumerated?— I am not aware

of any other that causes the depression of prices.

4383. Is there any thing else which it occurs to you to state ?—There is nothing

occurs to me particularly, except what has been mentioned elsewhere, the local

burthens which press unequally on the agricultural interest. I confess myself,

I do not think that great relief can be administered by the alteration of parochial

burthens, unless the payment of the whole, including poor-rates, were put on a

national assessment ; I do not think the local burthens could be beneficially

altered by any thing short of this.

4384. Must not that be done in some way or other, unless there be given to

the farmers of this country a monopoly, not only against foreign farmers, but also

against the Irish, which will enable him to throw off" those charges on the other

part of the population of the country ?—There is no doubt of that.

4385. There must be equal direct taxation, or there must be given to the per-

son against whom there is unequal direct taxation the power of charging it on

his neighbours r—Yes.

4386. Have you turned your attention to the warehousing system of this coun-

try?—Yes, I have.

4387. What do you think would be the eff"ect of removing that?— I do not

myself anticipate any beneficial effect to the agriculturist by removing it.

4388 Do you not think it would induce the speculators to speculate in home
instead of foreign corn ?— I do not ; 1 have thought a good deal about it, and
my opinion is, that the only direct effect of altering the warehousing system would
be, that instead of corn being warehoused in this country in English warehouses,

and so far with the employ of English capital and labour, it will be warehoused

on the other side of the v/ater.

4389. Do
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4389. Do you think they would speculate in it unless it was within the pro- /}, Spo»ncr, Esq.

tection of the English law ?— I do ; and I know I am supported in that by the —
opinion of many persons very conversant with the Enjrlish corn market. ' March 1836.

[ The Witness is directed to withdraiv.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Martis, 15° JlLirtii, 1S3G.

The Lord KENYON i>f the Chaik.

Richard Spooner, Esq., is called in ; and further Examined, as follows :

4390. WHAT other circumstances occur to your mind that have tended to the

present depressed state of agriculture ?— I conceive the main cause to be that of

low prices, occasioned by our present monetary system.

4391. By the monetary system you mean the state to which it was reduced in

the year 1819?—Yes; it began long before that. I apprehend that I need not

state here that which is admitted by every body to be perfectly true as an axiom,

that the price of every thing is regulated by the quantity of active circulating

medium ; that if you increase the active circulating medium you will always raise

prices ; if you decrease it, of course you will have the contrary effect. The present

monetary system will not permit the prices of commodities in this country to take

that level necessary for a fair remunerating price to the owners and occupiers of

land, while the paper currency of the country is liable to be converted into gold at

3/. 17*. \0d. an ounce ; that liability must completely regulate the quantity of

circulating medium, and which quantity of circulating medium will not be found

sufficient to carry on the transactions of the country. I apprehend, if your Lord-

ships will examine, you will find that that is not a mere question of opinion, but

it is a case supported by history and by facts ; for if you will look back to the

Report of the Secret Committee, in the year 1793, on the commercial credit of the

country, you will find it distinctly stated there, that the cause of the great failures

which had taken place, especially in the north,—at Newcastle almost all the banks

stopped,—was I0 be traced to one, two, or three causes; the one, the very great

drain for bullion to pay for imported corn ; the other was the alarm which had
been occasioned by the war then just breaking out—the apprehension of invasion

;

the farmers were alarmed, and hoarded what bullion they could possibly get

together ; that made a very great demand for bullion ; that demand for bullion

created a contraction of the currency, and that brought on a very great and press-

ing distress ; and the committee reported that persons perfectly solvent in their

circumstances were rendered unable to pay, not from any acts of their own, but

from a diminution of the circulating medium. The committee recommended it

should be relieved immediately by the issue of Exchequer bills ; that issue took

place; the Bank of England advanced upon those Exchequer bills, and great relief

followed; increased circulating medium gave the relief; but that followed which

always will follow while the circulating medium is liable to be controlled by being

brought to the test of gold at 3 /. 17 s. 10 { d. per ounce,—gold left the country ; the

crisis of 1797 followed, and Mr. Pitt brought in the measure for the suspension

of cash payments. This was not made necessary by any thing which happened
in that one year, but was occasioned by a long-continued struggle between the

then standard of value and the circulating medium necessary to carry on the trans-

actions of the country. I think, if your Lordships turn to Mr. Pitt's evidence, which
is a most important evidence, before the Secret Committee in the year 1797, you
will see that Mr. Pitt clearly contemplated the necessity of, at some future time,

fixing a standard of value which would enable you to build a large superstructure

of circulating medium, and better adapted to the circumstances of the country. I

think also that the difficulty has again been most materially increased by returning,

not to the old standard of value that did actually exist in the year 1797, but to a

standard of value far more against the debtor of the country. The whole standard

464. K K 3 previous
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1.5 March 1836.
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R. Spooner, Esq. previous to 1797, with the exception of nine years, was a standard conjointly of

gold and of silver coin, protected likewise against melting and export.

i5Mftrchi836. 4392. Gold coin to any amount; silver, not as coin, but as bullion ?—As coin

to any amount, with the exception of nine years. The contrary is a very common
opinion, but it is a very erroneous one; and so common an opinion is it, that in the

framing one of the Acts of Parliament, I think the Act of the year IS16, the first

enacting clause sets out with repealing part of the Act of Parliament alluded to

(that for restraining silver coin to 25/.), which had expired in the year 1783. The
first limitation to which your Lordship alludes took place in 1784: after the regu-

lation of our currency in the reign of King William III. the first Act that put

any limit on silver as a legal tender was in 1773 ; that was only for one year

and to the end of the next succeeding session of Parliament ; it was continued

by one or two other Acts of Parliament, the last of which expired in the year

1783; and in Mr. Vansittart's own words, in the years 1810 and 1811, when
he argued against Mr. Horner's proposition for returning to the standard of value,

he laid down this very remarkable declaration :
—"That there never did exist in

this country that invariable standard of value to which the honourable and learned

gentleman was then urging tiie House to return ;" and he said, "that up to the

year 1797 you might have paid the whole of the national debt in crooked sixpences,

if you could have got them ;" and in my Lord Liverpool's Letter to the King, he

there states the same fact, that the Act of Parliament had expired in the year

1783, and yet, notwithstanding that, the subsequent Acts dealt with it as being in

existence. What is more astonishing. Lord Ashburton, then Mr. Baring, whose

accuracy I should have almost taken for granted, has made the mistake in the

evidence he gave before the Committee of the Board of Trade, the 12th of February

1828. {House of Co7nmo>is Paper, A'o. 31, 1830.) Mr. Alexander Baring says,

" Before 1778 silver coin of proper weight was a legal tender for all sums, great

or small ;" therefore he appears to have fallen into the same mistake.

4393. In point of fact, in what was it at that period that silver was a legal

tender ?—In any way in tale to any amount, with the exception of those

nine years, without any reference whatever to its weight. If a man owed
10,000 L, if that man had got 10,000/. in plain sixpences, he could have paid in

them.

4394. He could not pay in the sixpences if they were under weight?—Yes;
they were the King's sixpences ; the regulation limiting the amount by tale had
expired ; it lasted only from 1774 to 1783.

439.5. Do not you conceive that the fact of its being ordered that the silver

should be of a given weight would of itself put it out of the power of any persons

to give it if it was of a deficient weight ?— I certainly doubt that, because it was
by that Act of Parliament that it was limited.

4396. Do you recollect that there is a distinct expression in one of the Acts of

Parliament that it is to be paid up to 251. in coin, and above that by weight?— That
was the Act which expired iu 1783, having first passed in 1774, the last Act of

renewal in 1778.

4397. That was an Act, you apprehend, rather for restricting than extending the

power of paying in silver ?—Yes; and that restriction lasted only those nine years.

Now we have adopted as a standard the gold standard, only preventing the debtor

paying in silver and going to the cheapest market. There is a value also given

to coin as a mercantile commodity 4 formerly, once coin, it must always afterwards

be coin ; it could not be legally melted and exported ; the exporters were subject

to very great penalties. I know well that Act was evaded, but it was not evaded

without a great risk, and consequently without a corresponding profit; and exactly

in proportion as you take away the risk, and the necessity of a corresponding profit,

you facilitate the export of the coin
;
you gave to it a new value and a new

character, as an article of merchandize, which it did not possess before, therefore,

it is unjust to require from the debtor the same amount of coin as you did before,

when it could not be legally melted and exported. So with respect to silver

;

you prevent silver being the legal standard. Formerly, if a man sent his goods
abroad, he might sell for silver or for gold, and having received that he might
coin that silver or that gold, and with that he might pay his debt; he is now
restricted only to one coin, and that the most inconvenient, gold, because that, as

a standard, is rejected by every other nation in Europe. If a merchant sells his

goods abroad, he knows when he purchases them here what quantity of gold he

is compelled to pay for them, but he cannot form any correct estimate what quan-

tity of gold they may fetch abroadj for the only payment he may demand is silver,

and
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;ind lie must then go into the market to purchase gold, and there may be circum- ^- Spooner, r.sq.

stances which he could not anticipate, and over which he could not exercise a
^

control, and which may have raised the price of gold; that very circumstance of ^'> -^af^h 1836.

his being obli<red to purchase tiie gold may absorb the very profit on which he

had exported his goods. The deduction is, that you have returned to a standard

of value much more against the debtor,— practically lo per cent, more against

the debtor,—on the standard of value, than the original standard in the year

.1797.

. 4398. It is your opinion that we have returned to a standard of value vvhich

never had existed in this country before?—Yes ; nor has there been in any other

country a single gold standard.

4399. If we had returned to the ancient standard we had in 1707, a mixed

standard of silver and gold, that would have been an advantage to the public

debtor of 15 per cent. ?—A mixed standard of silver and gold, and a protection

against the export of silver and gold, would have been a protection to at least 15

per cent.

4400. Do you think any attempt to prevent the export of coin has ever been

effectual ?—No ; but the risk of exporting it always made it necessary to have a

certain profit to cover that risk ; now it goes for the mere carriage, without legal

risk. There was also another restraint, and a very important one,—a moral

restraint ; respectable merchants would not break the law ; now that moral

restraint is removed, and of course they pay in that way which will render them
the highest profit.

4401. Have you any data from which you can form an opinion what quantity

of gold is in circulation?—No, I do not think we have any data at all. At pre-

sent there is no doubt gold is coming into the country. Gold coming into the

country has occasioned an increase of the circulating medium, not only as far as

the gold itself has increased, but, as it always will do, has increased the quantity

of paper in circulation, and that has tended to raise the prices of all manufactured

goods very materially, and is extending itself to raise the prices of agricultural

produce ; and, I have no doubt, as long as that continues unchecked by any alter-

ation of the exchanges, the agriculturist » ill continue to receive the benefit of

it. I anticipate an increase of prices; but I anticipate exactly the same result as

followed the increase of prices in 1825 ; the same causes are at work, and, in my
opinion, will inevitably produce the same effects ; not so rapidly, and for this

reason, that before the speculation took a foreign turn, and a great deal of our

money was absolutely lost in foreign loans and speculations in mines, but now it

is taking a more domestic turn, in improvements, railroads, and domestic com-
merce ; but it will have this effect ; it must have the effect of raising the prices

of agricultural produce, because it has given to a very large proportion of our

community the power of consuming a great deal more than that portion did

before ; the rise of the price of agricultural produce will again act upon labour;

an increased price of labour will follow; that will again act on the price of our

manufactures, till they come to the point at which gold will be the cheapest

article of export ; and then, the Bank being compelled to find gold to the holders

of its notes at the old rate of prices, and manufacturers having taken a new rate

of prices, there will be a profit on the exportation of gold ; the Bank must meet

that, in self-defence, by again withdrawing its notes, and that will produce the

effect which was produced in 182.5 ; whether that will come quickly or at some

distance of time, depends, in my opinion, upon whether we have the continuance

of good or of bad harvests ; one or two bad harvests following one another will,

in my opinion, break up the whole monetary system ; it will be impossible to

carry it on under such circumstances.

4402. On account of the necessity of importing a quantity of corn?—Yes;
taking out bullion to pay for it ; for they who argue that manufactures will pay
for that corn come too hastily to that conclusion ; that that would be the effect of a

long continued course of a free trade in corn I have no doubt; but to suppose

that it will suddenly have that effect is a delusion. I can hardly conceive more
dreadful events which would occur, if, from famine, we were obliged to open our

ports : gold must go out in that case to purchase corn ; the Bank must withdraw
their notes ; market prices must inevitably rise in consequence of the famine ;

and at that moment the manufacturing labourers would no longer be employed, for

want of means to pav them. I do not hesitate to say that the situation in which

we are placed, by having the whole system of paper credit based on so narrow a

464. K K 3 ground,
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R. Spooner, Esq. ground, is very alarming. The events I have been describing may come upon us

very hastily at any time.

15 March i8j6. 4403. The foreign importer of corn would not take manufactures in return,

unless it w^ s a more profitable speculation than receiving payment in gold or in

any other way ?—No ; that must be the effect of time. A great part of our corn

would come from Poland ; we are all aware of the habits of Poland, and they

have not the power of paying for, nor the habit of consuming, our manufactures
;

they could not take them at present; ultimately, the result of making them rich,

by finding for them a market for their corn, would be to make them luxurious,

and then they would become the consumers of our manufactures j but to do this we
must make them rich by making ourselves poor.

4404. What would you suggest to obviate that danger which you think is to be

anticipated ?— I should say undoubtedly that the most practicable remedy at the

present moment would be to make silver and gold jointly the legal tender, and
to make it at the price at which silver coin is now coined, namely, 5s. 6d. an

ounce ; any thing short of that, in my opinion, would be a complete delusion.

I for one should be exceedingly sorry, as being one of those who have always

said the currency was too limited, to give any sanction to a change short of that,

for it would be a change attended with all the evils of a change, without any

benefit whatever accruing to the country.

4405. The effect of a silver standard at the old mint price, 5*. 2d. per ounce,

would go only to 10 or 12 per cent, r—It might go to 10 per cent. ; five per cent,

in its monied value, as near as possible ; but I think there might be five per

cent, in the difference of mechanical protection.

4406. Supposing the Bank were called on to pay its notes, not as it does now,

in gold, but in a mixed standard of gold and silver, what benefit would the country

derive from that?—If at 5*. 6d. an ounce, I think that prices would rise about 15

per cent.

4407. Would that remove from the Bank any risk to which it is now exposed

from being called on to pay its notes in gold ?—Certainly, because that would make
the base wider on which public credit is built. Any alteration that took place in

the value of bullion would not lower the prices of commodities to that point to

which they are now lowered, and therefore would not inflict so great an injury on

the productive classes of society.

4408. When there has been a panic the Bank has been at some difficulty in

providing gold ; in what way would it be able to get a sufficient quantity of

treasure into its possession not to be subject to that risk ?—If you change the

legal tender to gold and silver jointly, at the rate of 5*. 6d. an ounce, that would

give a tendency to a great quantity of silver to flow into this country ; it would

be a bounty on the export of manufactures, and an encouragement to the import

of silver.

4409. Would the Bank have the power of commanding a greater quantify of

silver than it has of gold in the foreign market ?—Just the alteration which would

follow from an alteration of prices of 15 per cent.

4410. Would not the Bank be able to do that if it could issue silver, which it

cannot do with gold alone ?—Not the Bank only, but all debtors.

441 1 . Would not the Bank, which is the body to which the country looks to

afford it the circulating medium, have an opportunity of doing that, if it could

issue silver as well as gold, which it does not possess at present with gold alone ?

—Certainly ; it would have more of the two metals in common use.

4412. Would not that give an opportunity to the Bank, and likewise to private

banks based on solid security, to issue notes, so far as the public seems to

demand it, without being liable to the risk to which they are now exposed?

—

Certainly, to a very great degree ; the circulating medium might be increased

very considerably, and very safely.

4413. What fair increase of the circulating medium might be expected, based

on a system of large treasure, to afford, in case of great urgency, the precious

metals instead of notes ?— I conceive no numerical account can be stated of what

the positive circulation of the country is, for there are various periods at which

the same circulation will not meet the wants of the country which may at other

times; but I think we might safely depend on the increase of price 15 per

cent, higher being maintained in this country if a paper circulation was based on

u conjoiued standard, than being based on a mere single gold standard.

4414. Suppose
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4414. Suppose that increased price was to raise the agricultural produce, what R- Spooner, Esq.

effect would that be likely to have on the commercial or manufacturing inter- ~r 7""^^

ests?— It would have a beneficial effect rather than otherwise; it would not at '^ ^^'^
' "^

'

all raise the price of our manufactures so as to prohibit their export, for the

returns for those exports would be measured exactly in the same altered standard
as the exports themselves were measured ; the question with the foreigner being,

not what we do with our gold or our silver, whether we coin into sovereigns or

half-sovereigns, that being a question between the debtor and creditor of the

country ; the question which regulates foreign trade is, how much weight of

gold or silver is required to pay for a given quantity of exports ; and that would
not be altered by the standard price at which we coin the gold when it comes
into this country.

441.5. Have you any means of ascertaining what is the average amount of the

home consumption with respect to manufactures, compared with the amount of

foreign demand?—No, I have no other than that which is open to your Lord-
ships ; the different tables, Marshalfs Tables, and other tables, which I think

are liable to very great mistakes and errors.

4416. Is it your opinion that the increase in the home market, which would
necessarily be produced by a change with respect to the productive value, would
be counterbalanced by any loss which might be sustained by the increased

expense to which the manufacturer may be put in producino- his articles ?—

I

conceive there would be no increased expense at all ; that the increased cost to

the foreigner is not regulated at all by our standard of value here ; it would be
merely a nominal rise of price. Suppose I send over a quantity of iron, that

quantity of iron would produce me a certain quantity of gold : it signifies not to

the foreigner what 1 do with that when I get it here, whether I coin it into sove-

reigns at \os. or sovereigns at 1/.; the only persons interested are the debtor

and creditor of the country ; and if, instead of gold, colonial produce or any
foreign produce came in return for the iron, that would be measured against the

same standard of value as the exported iron.

4417. Do you think that would prevent the home manufacturer selling the

goods abroad as cheaply as he does now ?—Not the least.

4418. Do you think any departure from the Bill of 1819 has taken place ?

—

Very considerable departures have taken place ; and that is a very important

part of the subject, because it is said universally we admit we were wrong; we
did wrong in 1819, but it is now too late to go back. Now I think that is a

more fatal delusion, if possible, than that of the year 1819. You have not been
under the effect of that Bill ever since 1819; the first effect felt was in 1815,
immediately after the peace, after the battle of Waterloo; every body then

expected there would be an alteration in the currency ; that created a great deal

of distress. In the year 1816 there was great distress ; but it will be found that

the period of returning to cash payments and the continuance of the property-

tax were postponed, if I recollect rightly, for two years ; that relieved the dis-

tress at that moment ; and there was a very considerable increase in the Bank
of England notes in the year 1817. In the year 1815 the Bank of England
notes had been reduced from 28,000,000 Z. to 26,000,000/., and the country

notes from 22,000,000/. to 19,000,000/. In the year 1816 came on the great

distress, and in which distress the price of corn did not fall down so low as might
have been otherwise expected, bad harvests having operated upon prices. In the

year 1815 there was a reduction in bank notes, in the year 1816 the reduction con-

tinued, and in the year 1817 they were raised again from 26,000,000/. to

29,000,000 /., and the price of wheat got up immediately from 75 4. to 94.s. In

the year 1818 it still continued to rise, and circulation still continued to rise; the

circulation was, of the Bank of England, upwards of 26,000,000 /., nearly

27,000,000/.; and, of country bankers^ upwards of 20,000,000/. In the year

1819, when they determined that they would return in the course of two years to

cash payments, the Bank reduced its circulation down to 24,000,000/., and the

country banks were reduced down to 17,000,000/. ; and then came on the lament-
able distress of 1819, 1820 and 1821; and in 1822 Lord Castlereagh came
down to the House, and stated that the principle was right upon which they had
beea acting, but that it had been carried too rapidly to work ; and he proposed
three distinct different measures for the purpose of increasing the quantity of the

circulating medium. From that moment the Bank of England notes began to

increase, and went on increasing till the year 1825, and then exchanges had
464. K K 4 lurned
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iJ. Siwunei; tsq. turucil vcry much against the country ; the Bank as rapidly decreased its issues

;

the panic of 1825 and the distress of 1826 followed, and for two or three years

15 March 1836. after that all the great interests of the country were suffering, the manufacturing

and agricultural interests. Joint-stock banks were then encouraged by Lord
Liverpool and the Government of that day ; they have got into action, and have

increased their circulation very largely ; that has operated a great deal more on

the mercantile and manufacturing interest than on the agricultural, for reasons

which might be explained ; and the consequence of that circulation is now begin-

ning to be felt in the rise of agricultural produce, and I fear will end exactly as it

did in the year 1825, unless some step is taken.

4410. Why do those banks give assistance to the manufacturing and not to

the agricultural interest?— Because the way in which they conduct their busi-

ness, tlie very system on which they proceed, is much more suitable to the manu-
facturino- and commercial interest than the agricultural ; they are formed in large

towns ; they are composed of gentlemen intimately connected with the manu-
facturing and commercial interest of the country, and their habit is not to n)ake

advances, but to discount bills. Before 1819 country bankers were in the habit

of lending money to farmers, but in 1825, when the money was wanted, they

could not get it in ; they had not bills they could take into the market and

raise money upon, while every body was demanding money from them ; and

therefore all bankers are extremely unwilling, in the present unsettled state of the

monetary system, to part with their money for any thing else tlian bills, which

they can turn into money again when any t>ccasion arises to make them want it

;

and there are now large sums of money, it is well known, belonging to bankers

lying unemployed, or employed at two and a half or three per cent., which they

prefer doing, sooner than lock up the money by lending it to farmers at five per

cent., because they know they are liable to those fluctuations arising from our

present monetary system, and may want it again ; and that is one reason why the

s^'stem is not working so rapidly as it did.

4420. To what do you attribute the present advance of price to the manufac-
turer ?—To the increased circulation ofjoint-stock banks and the Bank of Euijland.

In March 1835 the joint-stock and the private banks had nearly 10,500,000/. of

notes in circulation : on the 19th of February last they had 11,134,000/.

4421. What is the issue of bank notes now?—According to the last return, I

think it was 17,000,000/. ; from November 1835 to February 183G there was an
increase of about half a million.

4422. Do you think that increase of prices in the manufacturing districts likely

to be permanent?—Not permanent; because I conceive that the advance of prices

of manufactured goods will create a greater consumption of agricultural produce,

which will raise the price of agricultural produce, and that will raise the price of

labour, which will again operate on manufacturing prices, till gold becomes the

cheapest article of export.

4423. On what ground do you conceive the present monetary system acts inju-

riously on agriculture alone?— 1 conceive that the increased price of manufactures
is only now beginning to operate on agricultural produce; that it will operate even-

tually on agricultural produce I have no doubt; it is now operating upon it, and
all ag'ricultural pioduce will rise ; when it rises that will create again a correspond-

ing increase in the price of labour ; that corresponding increase in the price of

labour will again operate upon the price of manufacture, till they come to that

point that gold becomes the cheapest article of export; then there will be a profit

upon the exportation of gold ; the Bank will again be obliged to reduce their

issues, which I fully and clearly anticipated, and the very same results will follow

the operation now going on which occurred in 1825.

4424. If you are of opinion that the suffering of the agricultural interest from
low prices arises from the present imperfect state of the currency, how do you
account for the fact, that all the principal productions of agriculture, namely, wool,
cattle, barley, oats, beans, are represented by the farmer to be at present, some of
them at his^h, and, generally speaking, at fair prices, and that the only great ground
of complaint they have is the low price of wheat ; if the difficulty arises from the
state of the currency, will it not show itself equally over all those various produc-
tions of agriculture''— I contend that it does show itself over all those productions,
with the exception of wool, and wool to a great degree. Wool is at a higher
price than any thing else, occasioned, in the first place, by the very great rot which
took place in sheep in the year 1830; and I am decidedly of opinion, if your
Loidships will examine practical men, when asked upon the subject, they will state

that
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that that loss by the rot is any thing but compensated for; we have still a very R.Spooner, Esq.

deficient supply of sheep in this country; but I will likewise admit that this rise

in the price of wool arises in part from what I call a legitimate and healthy source, 15 March 1836.

which is the increased demand for manufactured goods, and that as long as we
can keep the export trade, wliich I think we shall not long keep, it will continue

to give to the farmer a better price for his wool. With regard to the barley, which
has been stated to be at a remunerating price, I am really convinced it is at a very
losing price, and that that is the case in many counties. If you take into account
the deficiency of the crop, and the price at which they have sold the produce,

barley has brought less money than their crop of wheat; barley has been a most
failing crop for the last three or four years; but here again I admit there is some
increase of price, to be attributed to another cause, which I cannot look upon as

'

permanent, that is, the increased prosperity of manufactures ; this has increased

the consumption of malt. With regard to beans, we have not had a general good
crop of beans these five years, and every practical man will state tliat it has been
a failing crop these five years. The crop of the last year, 1835, has been the best

crop ; but old beans regulate the price; the new beans of 1835 are not sellincr

high ; only old beans, because there are none in the country. In regard to oats,

there has been no general good crop for the last three years. Of wheat there has
been an unusually good crop for the last four years, and therefore a certain propor-
tion of the low price of wheat is to be attributed to production ; but that I attri-

bute also to the unhealthy state of the currency, because if the farmer was in the

position he ought to be, he would consider good crops a blessing rather than an
inconvenience ; he would be enabled to keep the extra produce of good years

till it was wanted in bad years ; the farmer's ricks are the best granary for corn ;

it cannot be better than in his rick-yards ; but he is obliged to carry it into the

market, to pay old engagements and old burthens which are pressing upon him.

442.5. Are you aware that though the barley crop may have been bad in Norfolk,

in other parts of the country it has not been bad r— 1 know, in parts inWt)rcestershire,

in Warwickshire, and great parts of Shropshire, there were failing crops ; I speak
to ray own knowledge, and I have been in the habit, the last three weeks or

month, of intercourse with farmers from every part of the kintjdom, and I find that

to be their universal statement from all parts of the kingdom.

4426. If it is the faqt, according to your opinion, that beans and oats and barley

have been at fair prices, because the crops have been indifferent, and that the wool
has been at a great price because there has been a rot in the sheep, if wheat is at

a low price because there have been several years of abundant production, would
not that lead you to the conclusion, that those different articles, like every article of

commerce, were affected naturall}^ and legitimately bv the proportion of their

supply to the demand, and that those variations of prices have shown themselves
according to the state of the supply and demand, notwithstanding any derange-

ment which may exist in the state of the country ?—To a certain degree ; but I

do not admit any of the articles named to be at a remunerating price, taking the

circumstances I have mentioned into consideration. There is one article to which
the question alluded, which I forgot to notice,—cattle. I know that though to the

consumer beef and mutton are at a very great price, they are to the producer at

any thing but a remunerating price. In the month of November last, owing to

the failure of the turnips in many parts of the kingdom, and also to the want of

money among the farmers, there was a very unusual quantity of sheep and cattle

of all sorts pressed into the market in the country; thev did not, on an average, sell

for mere than -i h d. a pound ; they are fetching in some country markets 7 d. a.

pound ; but though the price is so increased it has cost the farmers more to keep
them from the want of turnips, therefore the price must not be taken as remune-
rating to the farmer ; and if there had been a good year of turnips, the prices would
have averaged not much more than 5 d. or 5 5 </. a pound, which is completely a
losing price to the farmer for winter-fed cattle.

4427. Do not those several articles appear to follow in their prices the ordinary
impulse of trade, being high when they are scarce, and being low when they are

in great abundance, without having recourse to any reasons deduced from the pa.st

and present state of the currency.-—Higher or lower, I should say, but not posi-

tively high or low, for they are all low, and all ruinously low to the farmer ; and
whether one is aflected more and another less, depends upon the proportion of the

supply of that article to the demand for that article, but the whole are kept down
bj' the action of the currency.

404- L L 44^8. Should
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R. Spooner, Esq. 4428. Should it have occurred that different persons immediately connected
• with agriculture have given an opinion before this Committee that the prices of the

15 March 183G. produce of agriculture, witli the exception of wheat, were fair prices, would not

that rather lead you to the belief that the farmer had not been very much injured

by any defective state of the currency?—It would not bring me to the belief,

because I know the reverse. I have seen farmers' accounts from all parts of the

kingdom ; there are a great many in London at this moment , I have seen their

accounts and their books ; and when I look round to my neighbours in my own
district, v.'here every farmer without exception has, for the last two or three years,

been paying a large proportion of his rent out of his capital, I do not say the

whole ; I believe they are getting poorer and poorer every day ; they are in

great and universal distress. I cannot believe any witnesses who come here to

state the contrary.

4429. Without doubting the state of distress, the question refers to the manner
in which you connect that distress with the question of the currency 1-—The way
in which I connect it with the question of the currency is, first of all, on the great

general principle, that the price of every thing is regulated by the quantity of

circulating medium ; then, if I see that for a number of years there have beea
alternations of prosperity and adversity, and if, in looking for the cause, I find

there have been at corresponding times great alterations in the amount of the

circulating medium, I naturally come to the conclusion that those alternations

of prosperity and adversity have been produced, I should say, arguing from gene-

ral principles, by the increased quantity of the circulating medium at one time,

and the decreased quantity of the circulating medium at another time ; and that

will be found to be so, with very few exceptions, and those exceptions may be

always traced to a bad harvest and failure of the crop counteracting the action

on the currency.

4430. If the opinion stated by some witnesses as to the prices of spring corn

being good was with reference to the article produced, it might be a proper

answer, but if connected with the failing crop it would not be ?—No ; the spring

corn is not got up to a price to remunerate the farmers.

4431. Was not the last harvest a fair harvest of barley in many parts of Eng-

land ?—I believe in many parts of England it was so. The barley in 1834 was

good in quality, but deficient in quantity.

4432. Is the farmer complaining of the last four years, or of the immediate

state of prices as compared with the prices of last year ?—He is complaining

both of the result of former years and of the present year. There is a great ten-

dency to rise, but he is pressed by the diflBculties of former years, and that ten-

dency to rise the poorer farmer has not been able to benefit by, because he has

been obliged to sell before the rise took place.

4433. You are of opinion that the effect of the currency is shown on the prices

of commodities generally ?—On every thing.

4434. It cannot select one particular article ?—If it is currency, it acts

universally.

4535. Are you aware that a portion of the produce of agriculture is selling at

a fair price?— I do not conceive that.

4436. Are you aware that, setting aside the question of agricultural produce,

the metals from the diff"erent mines of the kingdom, and "articles generally of

every description, have risen for some time, and are in a progress of rising at

present ; and do you think that would be the case if the state of the currency was

so defective as to affect injuriously the general interest of the farmer, more espe-

cially in the single article of wheat ?— I conceive the increased prices of manufac-

tures and commerce are to be traced to the increase of the circulating medium.

1 should take that as a proof of my argument. I find there has been an increase

to the extent of nearly half a million of the Bank of England notes, and an

increase of more than half a million considerably of the private bankers and joint-

stock banks. In March 1835 the circulation of the joint-stock and private banks

stood at 10,419,000/.; it now stands at 11,134,000/., a rise of considerably more

than half a million upon that; and the Bank of England has increased since

November 1835; the returns show an increase in circulation of 495,000/. up to

the account made up in February, very nearly half a million ; and then, not

only has the increase of circulation been indicated by the quantity of notes, but

ail persons at all aware of the way in which the joint-stock banks which have been

established are now carrying on their business, njust be aware that they give a very

great
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great impulse to trade, and have tended very much to raise prices ; added to R. Spnoncr, Esq.

which, from til e low price to which our manufactures were reduced, they have —
forced themselves into use upon the Continent, thus occasioning a very consi- '5 Marcli 183O.

derable demand, and a consciqucnt tendency to rise, which tendency to rise has

been fostered bv the operations of the joint-stock banks. The alteration of the

taritf between Paris and America on iron has given a very great impulse to the

export of iron, and, together with the spirit for railroads, has raised that article

very considerably. I contend that that rise is now extending to agriculture ; but

I think the country is placed in peril of a re-aciion.

4437- Do you attribute that increased prosperity to the increase of circulation

of the Bank of England and the joint-stock banks?—Yes, and to the alteration

of the tarifl', and to the stocks having been reduced to very low rates, which has

led to great increased demand, and consequent increased speculation.

4438. Should you not attribute that, in a great degree, to the prevalence of j)eace

all over the world, and the accumulation of wealth, and increased comfort of the

great mass of the population?— If that was the case, why was it not so in the

year 1825 ? It was not so in 1825, for it vanished. If there had been an accu-

mulation of real wealth on the Continent, and the rise occasioned by solid pros-

perity, it would not have vanished in 1825.

4439. Are you aware that the years before 1825 were years of great prosperity
;

ihat they were years remarkable for the Chancellor of the Exchequer announcing
them as years of particular prosperity ; and that that great prosperity led, as

prosperity is apt to do, to over speculation ?—Just so ; and I believe the same
elements that worked then are at work now, and will produce inevitably the same
effect.

4440. When you see money subscribed for every adventure, and the eagerness

of parties to go into those different adventures, may not that bring on a panic and
a derangement, without its being imputable to the state of the currency.^— No.
I think the very fact of those increased speculations, and the fact of those sub-

scriptions, is clearly to be ascribed to the bad system of our currency. Men are

not such fools as to run hastily into speculations, and throw away their property

only for the purpose of speculation. They have been led to it by the tendency

of our present monetary system, which has been to withdraw capital from the

general circulation throughout the country, and draw it into great masses. That
capital has been unemployed, or employed at a very low rate of interest. The
moment there is a tendency in any particular article to rise, persons who have
money lying by them, not knowing what to do with it, naturally turn their atten-

tion to this ; speculation immediately follov/s, and up go the prices of every thing;

and this arises, not because there is too much currency in the country, but because
of the uncertain state of our monetary system ; a system which has tended to

accumulate large capitals in few hands, and to withdraw it from the wholesome
circulation of the country.

4441. You represent the state of the currency to be in a defective state; will

you state what you conceive to be that perfect state of currency to which you wish

to bring it back ?—I can state what I should certainly wish to see adopted, though
I do not think that would be a perfect state of currency. I should advise to

return to a joint standard of silver and gold ; and the standard of silver taken at

the present price at which our silver is coined, 5*. 6(/. an ounce; and I think

justice is completely on the side of that being the standard of value. It has been
said, those who wish for an alteration of the standard of value are not acting

justly. 1 conceive, without going at all into the question of necessity, a sense of

justice requires it, and the public faith requires that the standard of value should

be at 5*. 6d. an ounce on silver. I should be happy to explain why I dwell so

much on its being a question of justice.

4442. When, in point of fact, did the country come to a metallic standard?—

-

The first effect of a return to a metallic standard was felt in 1815 ; varied again
between 1815 and 1818 by several circumstances; then in 1819 it came to a
point again from which they were obliged to depart. Upon the question of jus-

tice I take this ground, that in the year 1819 you contemplated to return to the
old standard of value; you did not return to the old standard of value, but ycu
returned to a standard of value which never had existed in this country ; but to a
standard which I think can clearly be proved to be practically full 15 per cent,

more against the debtor interest ot" the country. The old standard of value, up
to the year 1797, was gold and silver conjointly, without limit ; silver witliout any

4^4- L L 2 limit
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R. Spnoiier.Esq. limit whatever ; for it is a mistaken notion to suppose that in 1797 silver was
limited in tale to 25/. In the year 1819 you took a single standard of value,

15 March 1836. gold
;
you likewise took away from coin the protection it had against exportation

and melting. Previously to 1797 it could not be melted or exported without

incurring heavy penalties. I know that Act was evaded, and I am not finding

fault with the alteration; but when it was made, and a value thus given to coin

in mercantile exchanges which it did not enjoy before, that should have been
taken into consideration, and the debtor should not have been required to pay
the same amount in coin to which this new value had been given ; and in return-

ing to gold only you have taken the very worst of metals, that which no other

nation has taken for its standard. When you make a bargain here you know you
must pay a certain quantity of gold, but when you send the goods abroad you
have no means whatever of knowing what quantity of gold they will produce, for

you cannot compel a person abroad to pay in gold ; he may pay in silver ; then

you must give the market price for that gold before you can discharge your debt

in England. When, therefore, we take a gold standard, that is the worst, for that

is exclusively our own standard, a standard rejected by all other nations, increas-

ing the difficulty of accommodating our transactions with those of other nations

;

and there is this disadvantage also, that gold is more liable to be exported, because

it is less bulky. Justice required that all these circumstances should have been

taken into consideration. The old standard of value was 5*. 2d. an ounce; the

token coin is 5*. 6d. ; and I am quite certain that the additional 4d. an oimce

will not be sufficient to compensate for the increased value given to coin by the

alterations al)ove mentioned.

4443. You state that the alteration of the standard, as compared with what it

was before the cash suspension in 1797, makes, in your opinion, a difference of J 5

percent.?—Yes, practically, I should say.

44/;|4. How do you make out that lo per cent, difference ; the price of silver

you state to be rated in the old standard at 62 s. ; are you aware what the price is

at present?—The last price I saw was 4s. lid. an ounce
;
you might have pur-

chased at 4 s. 11^.

4445. On inquiry, a little while ago, it appeared that it was 5s. -Id. ?—It was

4s. lid. a. little while ago.

4446. How far is that below the old standard of 62*. ?—Rather more than four

per cent.

4447. There is four per cent, clearly difference of standard ?— Yes.

4448. You reckon something very properly for the difference of coin not being

then exportable or meltable, arid now liable to be melted and exported ; at what

do you rate that?— I rate that very high ; for you have now given to large houses

of great character the power of immediately sending an immense quantity of gold

out of the country, which they were restrained morally from doing before. I do

not deal with that as a mere question of pounds, shillings and pence; there were

always a certain set of men who, for a certain profit to compensate them, would do

it; but I am sure the highly honourable houses of the City would not have done

it; they may now do it without any check; a very small profit will induce them
to send over gold to meet the exchanges.

4449. Would not a money-changer, for from one to two per cent., undertake

the risk?— I am not aware what the risk is equal to, but his power of doing it is

so small ; he has not the power to do it ; but it is very different when large

houses, with large capital, have the means of doing it without any moral restraint

upon them.

44.50. Is there any other circumstance beyond the difference of the present price

of silver, and the price at which it was then rated, and the circumstance men-

tioned of the exportation and melting being now permitted which was not then

permitted, which goes to make up the difference between the present and

former standard?—I consider we are very liable to have our gold standard

altered by circumstances which would rarely affect a silver standard. Suppose

large armies moving, would they fill their chests with silver ? would they not

buy gold at any agio rather than transport silver? It would operate upon us

immediately.

44.51. Are you not aware that that operated upon us before the suspension of

cash payments?—Yes ; but then we had silver to resort to.

4452. Was not gold the real practical standard, though silver always existed as

the measure of value ?— I should say that, practically speaking, that was not so.

4453. You
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4453. You have no recollection that, within our lives, people have taken silver R.Spooner, Esq.

to the bank to be coined, when accordiny^ to the old law they might dc so?— I am
not aware that they did, or that they did not. >5 March 1836.

44,54. Having the power to take one metal or the other, if they took gold, was

it not that gold was rated, as relative to silver, so as to make gold the most profit-

able?— I cannot carryback my recollection to that; all this has been closed

since the year 1797.

445,5. Do you not conceive that, at the price of 5 a-. 2 (I. per ounce, silver would

be taken very largely to the bank to be coined r—Yes, certainly.

4456. That does not amount to 3 out of the 15 percent?—That is matter of

opinion ; but I reckon very largely the moral effect.

4457. Do not you consider that the currency is liable to constant derangement

by the fact, that the Bank of England being restricted to one metal, and some-

times not being able to get that metal, it is obliged, more than it otherwise would,

to contract its issues on every occasion of distress ?—No doubt ; the whole argu-

ment is grounded upon that. But 1 was asked whether that would be a perfect

state of currency ; I always said it would not; and 1 must refer to that which I

have put into print,—my view of a perfect state of the currency. I think that,

considering the present large amount of the national debt, considering that we
have to raise amongst ourselves very nearly 50,000,000 of money yearly, and to

spend that 50,000,000 of money amongst ourselves, we never shall get a really

perfect state of currency till we have at least a portion of the currency in national

paper not convertible into gold, payable in dividends and receivable in taxes, and

legal tender; because without something of that kind we are always liable, by

operations over which we can exercise no control whatever, to have the value of

those taxes very greatly enhanced against the debtor. The very moment any thing

draws the gold out of the country, the very small base on which the whole super-

structure is built, the value of every thing is deranged ; and if it required a cer-

tain number of bushels of wheat to pay the taxes one year, it may require double

the quantity of bushels the next year.

44,58. Should you be of opinion that we could have a currency in the country

simply devoted to the payment of the dividends, receivable as taxes, and not

applicable to the common business of life ?— No ; I would make it applicable to

all the common business of life. I know it may be said we are going on the

system of assignats. I draw a great distinction between the plan I propose and

assignats : assignats were issued on a prospective income never realized ; the

paper I propose represents a debt due from one part of the community to another,

and is a mere acknowledgment of the debt, and would be received in payment of

taxes.

4459. In what way would you measure the issue of this irredeemable paper

;

or would you have no measure at all?— I certainly would have a measure; the

exact amount must be matter of calculation, matter of consideration, but it never

should exceed the amount of dividends.

4460. \\'ould you leave that to the discretion of the bank ?—No ; I would

recommend a certain number of millions of national paper to be put out in divi-

dends, and the remainder in cash.

4461. Would it be convertible?—No, not at any time; it would be very much
similar to Exchequer bills, putting them in the shape of circulating medium.

4462. The Exchequer bill is first of all a paper at interest, and is redeemable?

—By law, but not practically. When is it ever redeemed? It is advertised to

be paid ofi", but then it is always done by exchange of bills. There are a certain

number issued, and why should not these go into circulation.

4463. You would not have these redeemable by law ?—No ; the Exchequer

bills have never been redeemed.

4464. Would you make it compulsory on the persons to receive them?

—

Certainly.

4465. Would they then be liable to depreciation or not?—There would be

times, I have no doubt, when this would not range with the gold ; when the gold

would, as against the national papei', be at a premium.

4466. If it were to be compulsory on persons to receive, would you make an

allowance with respect to the depreciation on behalf of the receiver?—No, I think

not; that would be a trifling evil compared with the benefit accruing from a

steady circulating medium, which in my opinion cannot be obtained in any other

way.

464. L L 3 4467- You



270 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

R. Spnoncr, Esq. 4467. You would iiot care about what relative proportion it might hear at differ-

ent times to the gold and metallic currency ?— I do not see any reason why I

15 March 1836. should.

4468. You think that circulation would be safe for a great commercial country?
— 1 think it would, to a certain amount.

44(x). Would foreign countries have confidence in it? Would they know,
when they got 1 /. sterling, whether it was worth 20 francs or 2.3 francs ?

Would that be safe for any country carrying on large commercial operations like

those of this country ?—We never saw any country carrying on commerce with such

paper, but we never saw a country in a similar situation to ours, raising 50,000,000/.

annually to pay to itself, and that based on 7,000,000/. of gold, which may be
withdrawn at any moment. I do look with very great fear on the effect of one

or two bad harvests. It has pleased God to bless us with good harvests, and that

has averted from us what I consider almost the inevitable consequence of two
or three bad harvests,—a great run for gold, in which case the Bank of England
would be obliged to withdraw its paper to an amount that would destroy the

whole monetary system at once.

4470. Thinking there is danger to the circulation of the bank, you would meet
that danger by bringing' immediately the very thing felt into operation, that of

irredeemable paper ; the danger, if there is any, is the danger of bringing paper

not practically redeemable ; and you would remedy that by rendering legal the

very thing feared ?— I do not view it in that light. The danger I fear is the

having, on the one hand, high famine prices, and, on the otlier hand, the whole

of our manufacturing population thrown out of employment by the money being

withdrawn, the notts being withdrawn from circulation which now afford them
that employment. The bank will be obliged to do so in case of famine opening

the ports, and the danger would be increased beyond calculation, if obliged to resort

to irredeemable paper at a moment of very great excitement, when it must be done
instantly, without due care and due caution. I would do that, seeing it must be
done sooner or later, when 1 had the power to exercise judgment and discretion,

rather than drive it off to the last moment.

4471. Do you think that, when this irredeemable paper did exist, the bank was
conducted with judgment and discretion?—Totally devoid of judgment from one

end of the chapter to the other ; there never was any thing so monstrous.

4472. Taking into consideration the chances of wisdom or folly in the manage-
ment of banks and of human affairs, is there any probability that they would be

conducted with wisdom if you take away tlie great and only measure by which
the circulation can be regulated, that of their liability to specie payment ?— I con-

ceive it would operate exactly differently, that it would put them into a situation

to be enabled to act with wisdom and great discretion, which they cannot at the

present moment, because the Bank of England has to do that which the very

soundest judoment cannot enable them to do, exercise a control over uncontroll-

able events. They are to regulate their issues as much as possible by the wants of

the nation, and yet they are at all times to look to a certain point, the quantity of

bullion they can command, which may be altered by circumstances tliey cannot

control. See what was done in America by the President Jackson last year.

There was a very great drain of gold to America. Suppose he should be able

now to carry into effect his recommendation of substituting a gold coin for all

paper under twenty dollars, must not the gold for that purpose be drawn from

Europe, and if we have only gold to regulate our circulation, must not that very

much affect us ?

4473. The amount of national paper, you were understood to say, you would

have regulated in some degree by the amount of annual dividends and taxes ?

—

Yes ; I should say dividends rather than taxes.

4474. Would any foreigner be bound to take any of that paper if he did not think

fit to do so ?—Not unless he holds funded property ; he must then take the same
general proportion.

4475. If by his own acts he naturalizes himself in England, he must be subject

to our rules?— Certainly.

4476. Do you suppose, if this national paper was under the management of

Government, it would run the same chance of being mismanaged as if by the bank,

which has a pecuniary personal interest to issue, as they gain a profit by it?—

I

should certainly have it issued by Government, and for the profit of the country,

not the profit of any company whatever.

4477. Would
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4477. Would not that give the nation a security that it would not be so liable R, Spooner,Esq.

to be improperly extended ?—Yes, undoubtedly, the Government being subject to

Parliament. I do not recommend a national paper, as such ; but when we have *5 March 1836.

that superstructure of" paper founded on gold, depending upon whether we keep
8,000,000/. or 9,000,000/. in the hank, that is a position in wliich this country
ought not to be placed ; and, as I mentioned before, I think no one can read

Mr. Pitt's evidence before the secret committee, in the year 1797, without seeing

that he contemplated the necessity of adopting some standard which should be
enabled more adequately to represent the wants of this large community.

4478. You have stated that we are in this extraordinary situation, that we pay
50,000,000/. from this country to this country?—Just so.

4479. That is supposed to include the payment of interest on the national debt

and the national expenses ?—-Yes.

4480. Is not a very large proportion of the national debt possessed by foreigners ?

•—I do not conceive any very large portion.

44S1. Have you taken the trouble to inquire how large a proportion?—No;
I only judge from this, that as there is a lower rate of interest here than they

can get by their own funds, there is no temptation left to foreigners to invest in our
funds.

4482. Suppose a very large proportion of the dividends on the national debt
was in the hands of foreigners, and they were bound to receive those dividends

\

in paper, how would that affect the credit of the country r—My own opinion is, that

it would render the credit of the country much more stable; we are now liable to

such continued and alarming shocks, that 1 think the stability of the country is very

liable to be shaken.

4483. Do you conceive any bad effect would be occasioned by the necessity of

paying those dividends in paper, which would be worth more or less, as the case

might be, in the progress of years?— I have said before, I recommend this from an
absolute conviction that we must come to it ; that it is utterly impossible to con-

tinue the present system ; it cannot be continued in a bad harvest, it cannot be
continued during a war ; and we must resort in either of those cases to an incon-

vertible paper ; and I think it is much better to do it at this time, when it can be
done on consideration, than as it was done in 1797, on the spur of the moment.

4484. You would look upon it as an evil that the country should be placed in

that situation, but you take it only as a preference of two evils, and you would
rather do it when the country is in a calm state, and it can be well considered,

than under the pressure of necessity on an extraordinary emergency ?— I am
hardly prepared to go so far as to say it is a positive evil ; I doubt whether it

would not tend to the real prosperity of the country, as I am quite sure it would
enable us to avoid a very great evil that may happen any day, and it may prevent

our having to resort in a hurry to an inconvertible paper currency.

4485. You do not consider that, setting aside the facility of a paper currency,

any good is to be done to this countr)' from what is called the depreciation of

standard; that is, making the pound 155. instead of20i-. ?—No. I consider

original depreciation is bad ; that the moment a coin is de[)reciated, you take away
from that coin so much power ; it is only a nominal change, and tliat half-.sove-

reigns will do no more good than the whole ; but my opinion is, that that has

taken place many years ago, and that we are now suffering from an attempt to do
that which is impossible, to return to a standard of value that we have long

abandoned, indeed which we never had.

4486. betting aside the past sins of the country in respect to its tampering with

its currency, taking it as it now .stands, you do not conceive any benefit will result

to any classes in this country from lowering the value of the pound sterling?—

I

conceive that done by the plan I recommend, praclically, by coining at 5 s. 6 d.,

and by issuing a national paper, and I conceive justice requires we should

do it, and necessity requires we should do it, and that is the best and most prac-

tical way of doing it.

4487. You conceive that not only we want a better system of circulation in the

shape of paper, but that benefit is to be derived from the positive depreciation of
the value of the pound sterling as it now .stands?—Yes, because it follows the

plan I propose. I say we are suffering at this present moment from an attempt
not only to return to the old standard of value, but one still more against the

debtor ; and that we have not accomplished the attempt, and never can accom-
plish it.

464. I. L 4 448S. You
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R. Spooner, Esq. 4488. You think that a fair measure of justice between debtor and creditor?

—

^ Yes ; and that it is called for by the debtor as a measure of absolute justice, and
15 March 1836. much more called for by the creditor as a matter of safety.

4489. The interest on money is lower in this country iban in most parts of the

Continent ?— I believe it is.

4490. Is not the consequence of that, that all the world use tlie capital of this

country and draw on this country?—It has that tendency.

4491. Do not the United States and tlie different new States of America, and
most parts of the world trading with this country, trade mainly with British

capital ?— Certainly not the United States of America.

4492. Do not you think the United States draw on this country largely?—-I

should think not ; and I will state my reasons. The system of the United States

has changed most rapidly. When first I was a banker at Birmingham, we had a

very large number of American merchants ; they carried on the whole trade with

their own capital, and never thought of turning it more than once in a year and

a half; but there is no such thing now. The American cumes over and buys in

our market ; the American merchant is gone ; and the commission agent comes
and buys, and pays ready money, almost every Saturday night, for the articles he

has purchased.

4493. Setting aside the States of America
;
generally speaking, do foreig-n coun-

* tries, dealing with this country, use largely the capital of this country?— Not so

much as formerly ; the remittances from foreign merchants come much quicker

than they did.

4494. Should not you say, if a balance was struck at any time between this

country and the rest of the world, the world is in our debt?— I have not knowledge
enough to give an answer to that.

4^195. If it should be the case, that from the low rate of interest in this coun-

try, the interest on the public debts, and the use of capital of the country, the

consequence of that should be, that in the course of business the world should be

debtors to this country, would not a depreciation of the currency be the most

unwise thing a country so situated could do r— It would put foreign debtors in a

condition of paying a less amount of debt ; but I think there would be much
more than countervailing advantage given to the country by stimulating exports;

and I am very doubtful as to the great extent of debt owing to the country.

4496. If this state of things existed, a foreigner being in debt to this country,

instead of having any thing to complain of, would be a gainer by it.'—No doubt;

and I have no doubt, striking a balance between debtor and creditor in France

and other countries, there is a balance due to this country, but nothing like what
there used to be, and it is every year decreasing.

4497. From your experience of the state of the manufacturing interests of the

country, you believe it to be in a prosperous state ?— 1 believe it to be in a highly

prosperous state at the present moment ; the only exception to that is in those

parts peculiarly connected with the purely agricultural districts. The factors

who are concerned in trading in the purely agricultural counties find a much less

demand for their goods, and not such good payment.

4498. How long has that state of prosperity continued ?— It has been gradually

increasing for these two years, but the great advance has been within the last six

months ; copper and all the articles have been most alarmingly advanced in price
;

so they were, I recollect, in 1825; copper has jumped up from about 87 to 100

or 102 within the last month or six weeks.

4499. To what do you attribute that ?— I think, in a great degree, to the specu

lation which always follows low prices when they have existed tor a considerable

time ; when they have brought a renewed demand for consumption, that gives a

general impulse to price. There has been a great surplus capital. When people

think that things are going to rise there is a great rise of opinion, much beyond
that which is found to be the real demand, and I believe that is going on very

largely.

4500. This prosperity has existed for the last two years?— It has been com-
mencing, but going on much more rapidly the last six months.

4501. That was from the advance of half a million in Bank of England note

before March 1835, when the joint-stock and other banks advanced half a million

less?—No; there has been a corresponding advance ; they have been gradually

advancing.

4502. This
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4502. Tliis preat prosperity in every other branch, that has been continued the R. Spovner, Esq.

last two years, has been contcmporaneou.s with the greatest distress known to the

British tarmcrs?—When it is said great prosperity the last two years, that is 15 March 1836.

rather too wide ; it has been gradually increasing, and become great prosperity

the last six months ; that has been contemporaneous with the great distress of the

farmer.

4.503. The one class has been in a state of at least great prosperity, and the

other has been in great adversity ?—No doubt.

4.504. Both using the same circulating medium ; would it not be too strong to

say that the distresses of one are mainly caused by the circumstances of the circu-

lating medium, and that that did not affect tlic circumstances of the other?—Not
at all ; the real fact being, that the way in which the joint-stock banks are estab-

lished, the persons of whom they consist, their connexions, the places where they

are established, their manner of conducting business, are altogether tending to act

on manufactures and commerce directly,—on agriculture only indirectly. I

will explain tlie reason why. Country banks before 1825 were in the habit

of lending money to farmers without negociable securities ; the farmers knew
nothing about bills ; money was advanced to them for four or five or six

months to pay their rents, till their produce was sold; and in 1825 a great

many country banks were in that situation ; men of great property, but without
the means of getting a farthing of it in when they suddenly wanted it. They
are very careful not to do it now. The uncertainty of the monetary system
makes them careful of lending their money. They lend at two and a half per
cent, to the merchant on negociable bills rather than to the farmer at five per
cent.

4505. The country banker will lend his money to the farmer when he thinks

him a safe person ?—No ; because if it is lent to farmers it must be lent for some
time ; it is no use lending it to discount a bill for two or three months ; it must
be till the harvest comes round, and he can give no negociable security.

4506. So far as regards the farmer, you think that the only means of amelio-

ration besides those you have stated is the making this alteration in the state of

the currency ?—Yes.

4507. Will you state to the Committee whether you have considered the project

of laying a duty on the importation of tallow, and taking otf the duty on soap
;

and do you think such a thing would be conducive to the interests of agriculture ?

—Laying the duty on tallow, most undoubtedly, would be very conducive to the

interest of agriculture. I have not so accurate a knowledge what the effect might
be of taking the duty off soap as to give an opinion upon it ; I believe it is gene-
rally held to be likely to be beneficial. I have some doubts upon it, and upon
this ground, that at present the duty on soap acts as a guarantee that the soap
shall be of a certain quality, because the duty is equal on good and on bad. If

you take off' the duty, tlie question then is, whether the manufacturer will have
.so great an inducement to make the best article, or whether, being able to make
a poor article for sale, he may not have recourse to the use of palm oil or rosin,

and other things to make it, instead of tallow. This is a very different opinion
from that held by many who have turned their attention to this subject, but I own
I am not convinced.

4.508. You think that, setting aside any difficulties of the nature to which you
refer, and supposing the duty placed on the importation of tallow, that would be
highly beneficial to the farmer ?—Highly beneficial.

4.509. You have adverted to the evidence given by Mr. Pitt in 1797 ; will

you point out the particular passage to which you refer ?— I conceive the whole of
Mr. Pitt's evidence must lead to the conclusion I before mentioned, but particu-

larly the last answer to the last question of Mr. Pitt's evidence, in Commons Re-
port, No. 26, reprinted 13th February 182C.

4510. What is your opinion as to the benefit the agricultural interest would be
likely to derive from the proposed Tithe Bill ?— I look upon the Tithe Bill to be
an extremely imperfect Bill as it now stands; it would be highly desirable that
some plan should be adopted by which the commutation of tithe, with justice to

all parties, should be introduced into this country ; it is a very inconvenient mode
of paying the clergy ; but I think this Bill goes on very erroneous principles, in

more instances than one.

4511. In what way do you think the commutation of tithe might be carried

into effect so as to benefit the farmer ?—It would certainly be very beneficial if

464- M M th*e
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n. Spnoner, Esq. the commutation of tithe were carried into effect so that they should be enabled

to improve the land h ithout being charged additional tithe in consequence of the

15 March 1836. improvement.

4512. What particular part of the proposed Tithe Bill, as it is framed, do you
conceive likely to give that advantage ?—A great quantity of land is at this

moment continually going out of cultivation, and if low prices continue, a great deal

must go out of cultivation, and yet the Bill charges the land with an annual pay-

ment of tithe calculated on land when it has been in a productive state the last

seven years, and not calculated on that quantity which will go out of production.

With regard to the tithe on grass land and ploughed land ; take the tithe on
very rich grass land ; that is a low tithe compared with the value of ploughed

land ; theproduce is gained at a very great expense, and is much larger; the Bill

taxes the very rich grass land with a low rate of tithe, because it is productive of

a less amount ; the Bill taxes arable with a large rate of tithe, because a large

produce is obtained with a large expense of cultivation ; but what security is there

against the grass land so charged with grass tithe only being converted into arable,

and so coming immediately into competition with the farmer who pays the larger

corn tithe.

4.513. Do you think any clause should be inserted making that land liable in

case of change of culture ?— If that can be done ; but that would break in upon
the principle of not charging the land higher in consequence of additional capital

laid out. It is a matter which requires a great deal of consideration. There is

another very important point ; the allowance to be deducted from tithe at present

paid in the case of a lay impropriator. He takes tithe over a certain property ; in

the market that tithe is worth not more than 18 years' purchase, but if you go to

give him a rent charge you turn it into a property which will sell for 30 or 32

years' purchase.

4514. Do you mean to say that you think 18 years is any thing like the

number of years' purchase given for the lay tithe?—I believe that 18 years' pur-

chase cannot be got for tithe at the present moment ; tithe is looked upon by no

means an advantageous property to hold ; formerly they might have got a great

deal more. With regard to small incumbents there will be a difficulty also
; you

make a deduction from the tithe, upon the very ground that you are going to give

them a more stable property ; that is very good for the patron of the property,

but the poor incumbent, who has only 200/. a year, will find that press upon him
during the remainder of his life.

4515. You are aware that there are particular burthens that fall on the land
;

are you of opinion that might be relieved by their being removed ?—Local bur-

thens are talked of, and if the poor-rates are included, great relief would be given,

but no real relief could be afforded unless by the adoption of a national instead of

a local assessment for all local burthens. The county-rate alone will not be found

to come to any thing like 1 s. an acre all over the kingdom ; in many counties it is

not equal to 6d. It is not proposed to take off more than half of that.

4516. Do not you consider that a great burthen arises to the farmer from the

circumstance, that the manufacturer takes up and puts down labour whenever he

wants it or wants to get rid of it ; whereas the farmer is obliged to take the sur-

plus population thrown upon him by the will or the interest of the manufacturer?

—No doubt ; therefore, I say, in common justice, if it is practicable, there ought

to be a national system for the poor.

4517. Do you think it would be practicable to put the charges of the poor and

also of the county-rate on property?— I do not think it could be done by tax on

property ; I should recommend it to be paid out of the Exchequer. Personal

property cannot be reached except by tax on expenditure.

451 8. If it does become necessary to put it on visible and tangible property, or,

in other words, on the soil of the country, does not that fully entitle the farmer to

that degree of protection which the system of corn laws gives him ?—The system

of corn laws gives him no protection ; it never can be a protection under the pre-

sent monetary system ; the prices never come within the range of it. The landed

interest has the odium of monopoly without one iota of protection.

4519. You are not a considerable landed proprietor?—No; I farm my own
property.

4520. Have you considered the measure ox^ an equalization of the land-tax ?

—

The laud-tax is very unjust in its operation now; because we see large towns
built
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built on property called upon to contribute only the former proportion of the tax,

the value of the property being many hundred per cent, larger, in consequence

of being built upon; yet it pays no more than it did when it was in a state of

land.

[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Friday next. One o'clock.

R. Spnoner, F,sq.

15 March 1836.

Die Veneris, 18° Martii, 1836.

The Lord KENYON in the Chaiu.

Mr. George Frederick Muntz is called in ; and Examined as follows :

4521. YOU are a merchant in Birmingham?— I am.

4522. To what part of the world do you trade ?—To all parts except the East

Indies.

4523. Do you consider trade to be flourishing at this lime?—There is a great

deal doing ; but it is a very extended question, whether it is flourishing. The
question is, whether that applies to the artisan, or to the merchant, or to the master

manufacturer. It may be very flourishing for one of the parties without being

flourishing generally. I am of opinion myself, that the working classes are better

off now than ever I have known them, in consequence of the steady demand for

labour, and the lov/ price of the necessaries of life; but I have very great doubts

whether their masters are obtaining profits at all adequate to their risks or to their

outlay in capital ; indeed I am confident that, in many instances, they are not

doing so. There is a certain price at which manufactured goods can be sold, and
there is a certain rate of wages which the manufacturing labourers will obtain, if

they can get employment. There is a difference between the merchants and the

manufacturers. The manufacturer stands between the artisan and the dealer in

the markets to which the manufactured goods are sent, much in the same way as

the farmer stands between the landlord and the consumer. So that, though there

is as much business doing, and perhaps has been more done, in the last two
years than in any previous, I have great doubts whether it has been done with

profit to the principal, and whether it is now with profit to the principal. There

is indeed the iron trade, which is attended with great profit, from peculiar circum-

stances ; there has been an advance of something like 100 per cent, in the last

seven months ; but it is not at all known how long the advance may last, or in

how short a period it may be reduced to the original price. It is now altogether

a speculative trade.

4524. That is the most important trade in Birmingham, is it not ?—No; the

iron trade is not in Birmingham, but from 8 to 15 miles from it. The trade

of Birmingham is in hardware made of iron, copper, brass, silver, gold and

so on.

4525. You state the condition of the workmen to be better than you have ever

known it, though the master manufacturers are making very moderate profits

;

have the goodness to state what you consider to be the condition of the mer-

chants ?— I am also a merchant and manufacturer. The condition of the mer-

chants who are merely commission merchants, and receive their remittances, like

the American merchants generally, to purchase goods, is perhaps as good or

better than ever, because there is a large demand for the articles they purchase,

and though at a low commission, it is a certain business ; but those who take

orders in various countries, from patterns and by prices, are in a very disagree-

able situation at the present moment. I am in that situation myself; for example,

my travellers, in the last two or three weeks, have sent me orders from Germany,
Turkey, Russia, Italy or Spain, for various species of manufactured goods, of

which they have had the patterns and prices from me some months. In the

mean time the raw material advances very much upon the manufacturer. When
the orders come, and are given to the manufacturer, he says, " Look how the raw
material has advanced ; it is advanced more than all my profit ; I cannot make
those goods." Then I say to the manufacturer, " What a situation 1 am placed in

!

464. M M 2 I sent

Mr. G.F. Muntz.

18 March 1836.
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Mr. C F. Munts. ^ sent out your patterns and your prices, in the hope of receiving orders ; some
time must elapse in receiving them, and of course my correspondent expects me

18 March 1836. to execute them, and 1 expect you to execute tliem." Then wliat is the result?

Either the merchant executes the order at his own loss, or the manufacturer exe-

cutes the order at his own loss ; or, generally speaking, they agree to divide

that as well as they can. There are at the present moment very extensive orders

executing in Birmingham and its neighbourhood, not only without piofit, but

with a loss upon them. The raw materials have advanced ; the advancements of

the raw material preventing the manufacturer executing them at his own prices

with profit, they, the merchant and manufacturer, divide the loss altogether, in a

certain proportion, or, at least, execute the orders at a very little gain.

4526. What has caused the late rise of prices ?—Various circumstances have
caused it. In my opinion it is entirely a speculative advance ; and the strongest

proof I have felt of that is this, that I know of no instance of any advance taking

place in manufactured articles before the advance on the raw material ; the

advance has uniformly taken place upon the raw material. I consider that a very

strong proof that it is a speculative advance ; but there are other reasons. There
has been a constant reduction of prices for some years, and till within the last

six months, of manufactured articles generally, in Birmingham and the neigh-

bourhood ; and I think I may say, generally speaking, that until within the last

month they have been as low or lower than they were ever known. Whenever
prices are extremely low, all the shopkeepers in the country keep as small a stock

as they can, from the hope that perhaps the prices may be still further reduced
;

but whenever there comes the least turn in the market they all buy together, and
that makes the advance much more serious and sudden than it would be. In

the present case there are three causes of action : first, the very serious depres-

sion ; then the alteration in the money market ; there is great facility of discount;

a great deal of unemployed money ; the facility allowed to every manufacturer of

raw material to obtain money very easily, and to hold his stock back better than

he had done before.

4527. Do you think that is the present existing state of things ?— I speak of

that as the existing state of things three months ago. The facility for obtaining

money has been greater in the last two or three years than ever I have known it

;

the principle of the joint-stock banks is such they will discount paper with any

two respectable names upon it. The repeal of the usury laws has also operated,

for it has made every man's credit available in the second or third rate, and that

has acted on prices, and helped to turn the prices, then the moment the turn takes

place every man buys his stock who has held back, and all buying together

causes an operation upon the market greater than it would under other circum-

stances ; that is, in my opinion, the occasion of the rise in raw materials.

4528. Is there a rise in the price of iron only, or raw materials generally?

—

All materials generally. Iron is advanced more than any thing else, in conse-

quence of the speculations in railroads ; that has operated in addition to other

circumstances.

45J9. Have all your manufactured articles advanced?—No, not the manufac-

tured articles, but the raw material they are made of.

4.530. The articles of manufacture have very much advanced, have they not?

—No, not many ; there are many that cannot advance ; there are many that

cannot be sold, because the advance cuts off the sale. I can enumerate some
articles which I have exported largely, some of which may appear to you a very

common sort of article, of little importance : for instance, simply the article of

brass chair-nails ; that is a very important article with us ; there is an enormous

quantity used of them ; it is a large trade. Since the late advance upon the

price of copper there is not an ounce sold abroad where there was a hundred

weight sold ; they are made in Westphalia. Nothing but our low prices get us the

orders ; we lose them if we advance more than two and a half to five per cent, on
the foreigners' prices.

4531. The price of manufactured articles was very low between 1825 and 1835,

was it not?—Yes, after the panic, when things settled down; they have been con-

stantly reducing from that till the last six months. I do not think there is a

single article in the way of hardware which was not reduced in price, except some
trifling articles, from local circumstances.

4532. At the time when the price of manufactured articles was so low, did the price

ofprovisionsfallin proportion?—They have only lately fallen; but I am sure they

have
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have never fallen in proportion to the price of manufactured articles. The only Mr. G. F. Wmb^z.

things which appear to have come near the price of manufactured articles lately

are wheat and potatoes, and I attribute that to their being- consumed by the >8 MHrch 1836.

poorest portion of the working classes, who are the largest consumers of them, and
also, the produce of both is ample.

45.3.3- 1^0 yo" believe there has been any diminution in the consumption o^
either of those articles?—No, not latterly, for there is no cause for it. How lono-

it may be so I cannot say. If the high prices should cut oft our sale in the conti-

nental market, we shall very rapidly have a re-action in the lower classes, for they
work from hand to mouth, and if their consumption is cut oft it must reduce the

price of the necessaries of life still lower.

4534. You speak of the labourer in manufactures?—Yes.

4.'33.5' Why did the price of corn fall so much below the average intended to be
kept up by the corn laws?- - In my opinion it is very easy to explain this. The
average intended to be kept up by the corn laws appears to be about 8 s. a bushel,
G4 s. a quarter. At G4 s. our manufacturing labourers oaimot live so as to compete
with the foreign manufacturers, who consume corn at half that price ; therefore,

Avhcnever the prices of the necessaries of life are advanced materially and perma-
nently, so as to increase the rate of wages, a re-action takes place, from the impos-
sibility of goods manufactured at high rates of wages selling in competition with
the manufacturers on the Continent. The natural consequences, from the want of
employment of the manufacturing population employed on the continental trade
(which I consider to be about one-third of the trade of this country), is, that, losino-

the export trade, they fall on the home trade for employment ; thus they reduce
the average state of wages to tlie same ratio that they were before the rise took
place, and necessarily the prices of provisions must follow. That I understand to

be the reason why the price of wheat did not hold ; when the wages were reduced
the consumption was reduced in nearly the same ratio. The rise of prices prohi-
bits the sale of the article, that prohibition operates to reduce the workmen's
remuneration, and the manufacturer's remuneration being reduced, the necessaries

of life are obliged to follow the want of their consumption.

4536. Have you any opinion as to what efl'ect would be produced on manufac-
turing-prosperity or agricultural prosperity if the standard were altered so as to be
a mixed one of gold and silver ?—There w ould be an alteration by having a silver

.standard, but it all depends upon the rate of the silver standard. If it was one at

the present standard of coinage, I think it would be about 10 per cent., the actual

variation; but there would be an additional variation from the relief the Bank
would have from paying in silver; they cannot be called upon to supply silver so

suddenly; it would make, upon the whole, from 12 ^ to 15 per cent.; but
all that is matter of surmise; it cannot be stated with perfect accuracy.

4537- What is your opinion as to the advantages of that on the agricultural

interest?—The agricultural interest would in that case obtain just the difference;

if the advance was 10 per cent, tliey would get 10 per cent.; if 1.5 percent,
they would gain 15 per cent.

4.538. Keeping to the standard which exists now, how would that apply as to

the manufacturing interest?—It would make no flift'erence Avhatever in the manu-
facturing interest ; the reduction of the exchange will exactly counterbalance the

advance of 15 per cent, on manufactures neces.sary in consequence of the same
increase in the price of corn, &c.

453y. Suppose the silver and gold were made a concurrent standard, do you
think it most advantageous that they should be made according to the present price

of silver or another price of silver?—My opinion is, that the standard is too low
;

but I think it is a very dilhcult question how the best standard is to be found.

Supposing no standard ever had existed in this country, and that we thought it

advisable we should have a standard of gold and silver, the great question would
be, on what principle such a standard was to be declared.

4540. In what way do you think the arrangement of a mixed standard of silver

and gold would be likely to be beneficial to the agricultural and to the manufac-
turing interest ?—The question refers to a mixed standard of silver and gold. I

do not understand the mixed standard
;
you may have the one or the other, but I

do not see any advantage in having the two.

4541. You would take the silver standard alone?—Yes, decidedly.

4*34- Jx Ji 3 4542. You
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Mr.G.F.Mantz. 4542. You do not exclude a person from paying in gold?—No; there could

be no objection to that, if the debtor and creditor agree.
lb March 1836. 4543. Giving him the preference of paying in whichever he liked ?— I see no

objection to that, as I think the price of gold and silver would not vary much in

the market under a just silver standard.

4.544. In what way do you think that could be arranged so as to be most bene-

ficial to the aoricultural interest, and not prejudicial to the manufacturing interest?

—In my opinion, every elevation of the standard, if it be found to be best for the

agricultural interest, will never be injurious to the manufacturing interest in any

case; that is ray firm opinion.

4545. You think, with respect to foreigners, if the agricultural interest was only

kept in a state of prosperit}', the exchange with foreigners would right itself?

—

That depends entirely upon how it is done. In my opinion, the great failing is,

that we have two laws in existence; one to make wheat at 8 5. a bushel by acorn
law, and the other to make wheat at 4 5. by a money law. The two are prepos-

terous, acting together. If the corn laws, when established, had been established

on another principle, that is, if in keeping up the high price of corn the means of

the parties consuming the corn had been kept in the same ratio, we should never

have known the inconvenience we have suftered during the last 20 years.

The great inconvenience from the corn laws is, they attempt to keep a fixed price

of corn in opposition to all other interests besides the agricultural interest, and
without indemnifying those other interests for the means of consumption; that is,

you attempt to keep corn at 8 *. a bushel, and reduce the means of the consumers

to give half that price. It would be highly desirable, in nw opinion, for the

agricultural interests, that means should be applied for making corn 8 5. a bushel,

giving, at the same time, the means of consumption at 8 5. a bushel, and then the

same system may go on from year to year, which it has not done. The price of

corn may be kept at exactly the price which the agricultural interest find really

necessary for their remuneration, provided it is accompanied by an alteration of

the standard in the same proportion. I do not think it signifies whether it is

4 s., 6s., 8 s., 10s., or 12*. a bushel ; it will exactly counterbalance itself by the

operation on the exchanges ; the exchanges would be reduced to meet the

difference in prices which manufactures must advance to meet the permanent high

price of corn.

4546. You consider that the interests of the manufacturers are verv much
concerned in the prosperity of the agriculturists ?—No doubt of it; for two-thirds

of their sale is to the agricultural interest. I do not think any one class can live

on another for a long period ; that the commercial can live on the agricultural, or

the agricultural on the manufacturing interest.

4547. How could the workmen in this country compete with foreigners if they

paid more for their support r
—-Exactly on the principle I have just mentioned,

that the advance of price is always a nominal price, which is the real fact. If

there is a price of wheat here above the real price in the rest of the world, that must
be a nominal price, because there will be an indirect operation that will reduce

that price, if attempted in sterling money, though not .so rapidly as if it were in the

direct line. The landed interest never had a permanent high sterling price ; the

high prices during the war were not sterling prices ; they were not realised by
sterling monev, but were nominal prices valued in paper. In my opinion, the

way to look at that subject would be, to see what the circulation of that day
would purchase in corn or any other staple article ; then it will be found, that as

a pound note would only obtain about half the quantity of these articles that it

would before the paper system, or does now, the prices of that day were all nomi-

nal prices ; and if we are to have high prices again we must go to the system of

nominal prices.

4548. What advantage can it be to the agriculturist to have 8O5., for instance,

to pay in a currency depreciated one-half, or in half sovereigns, instead of 40*.

in whole sovereigns ; in what manner is he benefited by what you call the high

nominal price, if that is in a coin reckoned on only the half value?— It is not the

agriculturist himself that is benefited ; he can nearly always relieve his distresses

by relinciuishing his farm ; but he throws them upon his landlord, in the same
manner as the manufacturer does upon the agriculturist.

4549. The question is not as between landlord and tenant ; but take the instance

of a proprietor of land, and that he owes nothing ; would he be benefited at all

by having 80 i'. in pounds that were payable by half-sovereigns, instead of 40s.

in
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in pounds payable in whole so^'e^eigns, or in the same proportion for any more or Mr. G. F. Muntt.

less depreciation of the currency?— It will depend on several thinirs : in the first

place, what sort of land it is; if it is poor cold land he would not be able to ^et '^ March 183G.

any rent at all for it, upon the present monetary system ; for, when it is worked
out, there will be thousands of acres in Ens^land, Wales and Scotland not worth a
farthing of rent. The end of it will be most decidedly,—and it is not from mere
surmise, but from very deep calcidation, reading' and consideration,— 1 am of

opinion we shall not have the average price pf wheat, with a fair supply, at more
than 3s. 9d. per bushel. Then the question comes to this (and there is no
secret in it), that there will be no rent left on the land after the expenses of culti-

vation are paid ; that is speaking of a man who owns his property, not in what
is called common land, but in poor land. In land that will afford but small rent

in the best of times, at nominally high prices, that man cannot exist if we go on at

the present currency, for the prices will be reduced below that which will afford

any rent at all. If a man has land of good quality, there is no doubt he will be

as well off, provided his estate is unincumbered, if he goes to the extreme reduc-

tion of prices and taxes, tithes, rates and labour, as he is at the present rate of

prices ; it will make no difference to him.

4,550. Why should it make a difference between a man having good land and
a man having bad land; does not this question of price, in determining the standard,

apply to land of every description, whether good or bad?— I do not understand
that it does. I understand that good land will produce rent at a certain price,

but that bad land will not.

4551. Whether land produces 100/. in whole sovereigns, or 200/. in half

sovereigns, is it not the same thing ?—Yes, if it does so produce ; but I am sup-
posing it did not produce rent at all ; that it is poor land.

4552. Is it not as easy for the owner of this poor land to produce 100/. in whole
sovereigns as 200/. in half sovereigns ?—Yes ; but it might be shown that he does
not produce any rent at all.

4,553- The question is, whether his condition to produce or not to produce is

at all affected with relation to the standard of value in which his property is

valued ?—The question is, whether he produces at a rate at which he can pay any
rent, after his expenses are paid, or whether they do not take away the whole he
gets for his corn.

4.554. If he pays in money one-half its value, will not that double the expense

of his cultivation ; will not all the expenses of cultivation, allowing all his out-

goings, be raised or diminished in proportion to the standard of value of the

money in which those articles were paid for ?—No ; his outgoings will not be
raised in proportion.

4555. Why would they not?— I do not know the reason exactly why ; but,

though not a farmer, I am connected with very large farmers, and I find their

expenses have not been reduced in any proportion to the reduction of the value of

their produce; and it is explained in this way; they say, "My blacksmith

charges me almost as much as he did formerly ; my saddler charges me quite as

much, and so do other tradesmen. If I ask him why he cannot shoe my horses

for less, when iron is half the price it was, and so on, he says, ' The way in which
I get paid, and the less quantity I have to do, makes my general expenditure on

my less trade such that I cannot reduce my prices ;' " and I believe that to be

true ; the retail dealers do not reduce in a series of years as the wholesale

dealers do.

4556. You would reduce those retail dealers by debasing the money in which
they were to be paid

; pay them a lighter pound or a lighter shilling?—That is a

question it is difficult to understand ; it is a question how a man may lay out the

money ; but I would increase the price of the coin.

4557. In short, there are abatements of price which do not immediately follow

any alteration of the currency ? —The alterations of the currency do not enter into

all the ramifications of prices immediately; they enter into the large general system

many years before they enter into ramifications of retail prices.

4558. You were asked how a certain principle would aftect the condition of the

agriculturist, supposing that he was free from debt ; do you believe that to be
the condition of any considerable portion of the farming community ?—As far as

my own immediate knowledge of the parties goes, I should say, that half the

landed proprietors have not any real interest in the land at all ; that they have
just enough to pay the interest of their debtS;

4<J4- M ii 4 4559. Was
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Mr. G. F. MutUz. 4559- Was that in consequence of the engagements they may have entered

into, and the steps they may have taken, when things were at high prices ?

—

i8 March 1836. Yes; the liabilities of their estates. I know several men, of large property appa-
rently, who, 1 believe, at present are not worth a shilling ; tliey are merely repre-

sentatives of the property, and not real holders.

4560. Does it not appear to you the necessary consequence would be, the

debtor would be benefited at the expense of the creditor ?—That is not exactly

the question. I should say to the cre4itors, '' First, before you can show you would
lose so much, show me how you have gained the difference; how you have

realized the difference between the heavy sovereign and the light one ; how you
have made your 10.y. 20*; whether you have had an advantage in your mode
of living or your mode of expenditure, or in any way, save and except on buying

your government stock ;" and when he has shown me that, I should feel very

much at home in asking him how this is produced.

4561. Do you mean to say that his light sovereign would go as far in purchas-

ing the necessaries of life as a heavy one?—No ; that is going to the full extent

of the case. I will take any man's expenditure, 1,000/., 2,000/. 3,000/., 4,000/.,

or 5,000/. a year, analyze his expenditure before the renewal of the standard and
after it was fixed, and show how much further his money goes now. I have done
so for several, who have been quite astonished to find how much more the appa-

rent saving was than the real one ; a man has saved nothing in his shoes, in his

servants' wages, or, I may say, in short, in his general establishment, worthy of

notice, except the price of wheat ; there he saves, in his bread, and a little in his

meat, which is not reduced in the same proportion ; but he cannot show 25 per

cent, saving.

4562. Is that true with respect to each class, and is it not true to a greater

extent to the agricultural classes?—That is rather a difficult question ; they are

placed in so different a situation ; they do not depend so much on the luxuries of

life, and they are not reduced in proportion to the necessaries ; it is obvious the

necessaries are regulated by the price of labour ; the luxuries are not regulated

by the price of labour.

4563. The artisans who are employed by the agriculturists have not reduced

their prices to the same extent as others?—No; the workmen who make the

goods thej agriculturists consume have reduced very much in their prices ; the

manufacturers of the article have reduced above 50 per cent, in their labour,

but the articles themselves, when sold to the farmers, are reduced hardly any
thing, and the reason they assign is, that they, the intermediate tradesmen, are

reduced in the extent of their business, and therefore must increase their charges

in proportion.

4564. When you speak of the reduction of prices and the currency question,

do not you conceive the national debt has a great deal to do with it?—There is

no doubt of that ; it is that, in fact, and old liabilities, that make the difficulty of

the present time. The burthen is greater than we paid at the end of the war ; it

bears heavier upon the country than the taxation of 1800 to 1813 ; though in the

whole there is an apparent reduction of taxation, yet there is a real increase. Con-
sidering the circulation at the end of the war to purchase only one-half the quan-

tity of the staple articles it now does, it is very easy to see that the present taxation

ought to be doubled to discover what the real amount is, and that taken at

40,000,000/. will make 80,000,000/. per annum ; but we never had a permanent

taxation of 80,000,000 /. during the war ; therefore there has been a virtual

increase of taxation since the peace.

4565. From your experience of the condition of the manufacturer, the master,

and the workman, what particular class of taxation should you say presses the

heaviest upon them r—The taxation that presses the heaviest is the taxation on

the necessaries of life generally, which obliges them to endeavour to have a rate

of wages above their competitors.

4.566. Tea, sugar, soap, and so on ?—The great thing is bread ; that tax is

nearly 100 per cent. I give the taxes, direct and indirect. The bread tax is

the worst tax he pays of that kind, I look upon it ; then the tax on niak, the

tax on tea, and every article he consumes, adds, of course, to his general

expenditure.

4.567. What is the rate of wages at Birmingham at present, taking the different

classes, the skilful workman, the medium skilful workman, and the ordinary

labourer?— That is a very difficult question, though no man is better acquainted

with
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•with the matter than I am ; I am proprietor of a very larg^e establishment for Mr. G. F. Mmtx.

rolling metals for the dift'erent manufacturers, and I know what many manufac-

turers are doing ; it gives me a veiy extensive knowledge of the nature of every *° March 1836.

manufiicture ; but the variations of prices in Birmingham are greater than in all

the world, for this reason,— there is such an extraordinary variety of manufac-

tures ; and good men get wages out of comparison to those of inferior note; the

wages of labour in Birmingham will vary from 10 5. up to five guineas, in a few

instances, per week ; there are a few men in very particular trades very clever in

their trade, who cannot be surpassed or equalled in that trade ; then there are

also a great many women and boys and girls employed, from 1*. Qd. or 2s. to 85.

or \0s. per week.

4568. What would you say are the average wages of a moderate skilful work-

man, laying aside the extremes in one side and the other, in manufacturing labour?

— I should say, if he was a man who understood his business perfectly, and of

good character (for that is important in those trades when they are working in

valuable metals), he can generally get from 2'is. to 25.y. a week.

45(19. Has it advanced lately or been stationary?—There has been no advance

till lately ; they have been reducing gradually, but in consequence of the great

variety of trades, wages are never reduced to that low rate which they are where
there is only one branch of manufacture ; if a man cannot get work at one thing

he does frequently at another.

4570. They have been at that rate for some time?—They have not advanced
in proportion to the great advances in the raw materials ; but when I came from

home, a week ago, I know there was an intention on the part of the colliers in tbe

neighbourhood to make a strike, as they call it, for increase of wages, in conse-

quence of the rise in iron.

4571. For how many years back have wages been about stationary?— I do
not remember wages in the last six-and-twenty years to have been absolutely

stationary for any long period, and I have been in active business that number
of years.

4572. You said they had not varied much lately?—No, not materially.

4573. For how many years have they been about stationary, at the average

rates you have just stated ?— I cannot say they have been for many years, for the

real fact is, that three years ago the wages were, in some instances, rather lower

than they are now.

4.574. Cannot you state whether, for the last two, three, four or five years, the

average wages of the workmen have advanced or fallen back?— 1 should say the

last three years or 30 months they have advanced rather than fallen back, because

there has been an improvement in the quantity of trade, and then there is always
a natural improvement in wages.

4575. So that, though for the last 18 months or two years the price of bread

has been lower than has ever been known, the wages of Birmingham have rather

increased than otherwise ?—Yes, I think so ; but it is so small an increase it can
hardly be called one ; they have not advanced generally ; only in some few
instances, and that has arisen in consequence of the advance given for good
workmen. The wages have not been advanced generally, but the situation of the

artisans has been improved by the reduction in the price of corn.

4576. Are there saving banks at Birmingham?—There is one.

4577. Have deposits increased of late years?—They have increased some
thousands within the last few years.

4578. You consider that as a symptom of the more easy condition of the labour-

ing classes, do you not?— I do not know; that is rather doubtful; it depends on
two circumstances— not what they obtain alone, but how they spend it; there is

a considerable difference in our manufacturers as to temperance ; I know there is

a good deal of that with us. I can say, for the credit of the place and my own
interest, drunkenness is not half so common as it was.

4579. The moral condition of the people, upon the whole, is improving?

—

The moral condition of the people of Birmingham is decidedly better than of any
other place I know.

4580. You say, in respect of the facility of money, the circulation of money
for the purpose of business and on credit has been greater lately than you have
ever recollected it ?—It has been greater in our part of the world, from the

very great estabUshment of joint-stock banks, and it is the natural result that

464. N N" there



282 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

Mr. G. F. Miiniz. there are more persons doing business ; they oppose each other, and do what
they can.

18 Alarch 1S3G. 4581 . That vou attribute, in your judgment, to the joint-stock banks ?—I have
no doubt of it ; though joint-stock banks are highly respectable, they have not

their capital all paid up, and that increases the amount of credit and discount,

without the employment of a proportionate quantity of capital.

458-2. That credit circulates freely with you ?—Yes.

4.5S3. Are you not apprehensive of some check to that system of credit?

—

Yes ; I have not the least doubt of it ; it is the natural result.

45S4. Is the facility as great as it was in the time of the unredeemable paper?
—Yes ; much greater.

4585. There is a greater facility at present?—Yes, beyond comparison; it is

not to be named on the same day.

45813. You attribute some of that facility to the alteration of the usury laws;

you are aware the alteration of the usury laws is to permit persons to lend at

higher interest than live per cent. ; do you suppose, in the present low rate of

money, anv transactions take place at higher interest than five per cent. ?—

I

cannot sav from mv own transactions, because I have not occasion to borrow,

but I hear they are extensive ; it has been lately a ver\- speculative time, and
there are opportumties for men realizing money very rapidly, if they have a

small sum to lay out in the first cost of shares. I have no doubt, in many
instances, friends have agreed to raise money in that manner to purchase shares.

It would pay a man very well to give seven and a half per cent, per annum to

raise money to make 50 per cent., as they have done, in many instances, in

three months.

45S7. Is the employment of the manufacturers at Birmingham healthy or

not ?—Some are unhealthy ; but BirmiBgham, generally speaking, is healthy ; the

water is good, and it stands on high ground as well as hiliy ground.

4588. In point of fact, they live to as advanced periods of life as persons

engaged in other pursuits?—Yes ; many live to old age. They hve in distinct

separate houses, which conduces much to health ; never in fiats, as they do in

many places ; each man has his own house.

4589. "SVliat is the rent they usually pay for their dwelUngs ?—That is very

various ; it will vary from 18rf. a week to 5*-. a week, for the dwelUngs of the

operatives ; one or two rooms below and a couple of rooms above ; some larger

and some smaller ; and some run in courts that stand back from the streets.

45Q0. Families of five or six?—I never inquired into the number of theif

famihes ; I cannot speak to that.

4591. Will you state your reasons for thinking some check will, at no distant

time, come to the manufacturing prosperity ?—I am speaking like a lawyer upon
that subject ; I would go back to precedents ; I would go back to 182-3, 1824

and 1825, when I recollect all the circumstances; and I think that our position

in the present instance is not very diflerent ; the prices were advanced, every one

knows, by the increased circulation of paper, both Bank of England and local

;

at present prices are advanced for the same cause, the increased circulation of

the joint-stock banks, the increase in the circulation of local banks, and the

increase of the Bank of England paper, and there is a greatly increased circu^

lation of bills generally ; but there is this great difference between the years

1824 and 1825 and the present time, that then speculations were made to send

money out of the country, and now they are to keep the money in the country,

which will make this difierence, that the re-action will not be so sudden ; it will

not come with the rapidity it did in 1824 and 1825, but by an indirect operation,

and the advanced price of manufactured produce cutting oft" the sale in the

export market, added to a probable export of gold ; an advance must take place

in all the manufactured produce if the present state of things continues ; when
this takes place to seven and a hah' or ten per cent, there will be a suspension of

orders, then there will be a reduction of wages for the artisans, an increase in

poor-rates, a suspension of demand for the necessaries of life, and we return to

the old course of tilings, low prices.

4592. Supposing there was a rise in the price of the necessaries of life?

—

It is no consequence, if that be provided for by an alteration of the standard.

4593- Would not an increased price of the necessaries of hfe produce a cor-

responding advantage to the manufacturer, by giving an increased power to

those who raise agricultural produce of becoming customers to him ?—No. If

we
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we had the trade of this country, and dealt to no other country, the price at
Mr. 0. F. Mtmti.

which we fix the import of corn would fix the price of every other article ; but „ . .

^ j^ jg„g

the export trade, though only one third, is sufficient to fix the price of the whole.

It is a thing I have seen over and over again : as soon as there is a general

advance in the price of manufactures, within a corresponding time there is a

re-action from that advance, destroying the foreign sale, and a suspension of

orders, and a corresponding alteration of all prices naturally follows.

4,594. The suspension of trade arising from the permanent high price of

bread must affect the power of competition in our manufacturers, by eventually

affecting the price of wages?—Provided there were a great and permanent

increase in the price of corn or bread in times of scarcity, that will advance

wages or produce distress ; but if there is speculative labour in manufacturing

produce you need not wait for an advance of bread, for that will be accompanied

with an advance of every other article, and an advance of manufactured articles

with it.

A^9^- Will the prices of wages affect our competition with the foreigner ?

—

Yes, if you mean sterling prices, but if it is nominal prices it is merely a home
question ; w^e obtain in each case the same quantity in weight of gold and silver

in return for a certain quantity of manufactures. It is very often stated, that

any alteration of the standard would be an artificial and unsound state of things.

I admit that it must be an artificial state of things, and I submit whether every

thing is not an artificial state of things that we have had before. We have had
a corn law for the purpose of making wheat 8*. a bushel, and unless that 8s. a

bushel will raise the prices of the artisans' labour in the same proportion, it is a

very unjust law. If it would raise the price of the artisans' labour in the same
proportion, it would be a just one ; but, as it is, either it has an object

or it has none. If it has the object of making the value of a bushel of wheat

8s., without giving the means to the working manufacturer to buy it, it is

a verj'^ unjust and artificial law ; and if its object is to raise all other prices

with wheat, it is equally as artificial as to raise all prices by a money law, or

alteration of the standard of value. You are now endeavouring to make corn

8s. a bushel, for your own remuneration. You cannot do that on the principle

you try to do it. It would make no difference whether you do it by your own plan,

or by any other which is effective. One is effective and just to all ; the other is

very unjust in principle, and it never will be effective, for though the object is to

keep the rate of corn at the price required, it never will be obtained ; the manu-
facturer who is affected by it, he shifts the burden from his shoulders by his very

wants ; the reduction of his consumption of the necessaries of life eventually

reduces the price. But a short time is not sufficient to effect this purpose. In

the first place, the reduction of the price of the necessaries of life falls upon the

farmer ; the farmer, while he has any property to enable him to hold, will not

sell his produce at a reduced price ; he will hold it up as long as he can, and he

will, in addition to that, take credit from his landlord, and hold himself up by
that ; another period will come and he will lose bis farm ; but his next neighbour,'

who thinks himself cleverer than he has been, will take his farm ; then it

requires two or three years to get rid of this man ; then the landlord at last is

the scape goat. How is he to get rid of the liability, with his land thrown on his

hands, as in 1822? It takes always from seven to ten years to produce this

result ; and that is the reason why we have come only at this period to the

position to which, without corn laws, we should have come so much sooner.

4596. What proportion are the expenses of the manufacturer in Birmingham
with respect to the rate of wages, compared with other expenses to which he is

subject?—They are so various, it is impossible to give an answer to it; there are

such varieties in the labour compared with the quantity of stock, I do not see

how I can give an answer.

4597. Should you suppose the dead capital vested in stock and in buildings

(that is, the interest calculated upon it), is more or less than the expense to

which the manufacturer is exposed with regard to the wages of his workmen ? —
There are instances with us where the rental of a man's establishment is equal to

his wages ; the amount of his dead stock is nothing in comparison (that is, the

interest of it) ; I am sure there cannot be an instance that can be mentioned.

4598. Is the stock of goods on hand large in Birmingham at fvresent with the

464. N N 2 merchants
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Mr. G. F. Muntz. merchants or master manufacturers, or does it go off pretty currently ?—I do—

^

not think there are any large stocks on hand ; the merchant is not in the habit

18 March 1836. of keeping large stocks ; but the manufacturer is obliged, in a bad state of trade,

to hold stocks.

4599. In the present state of things is he overburthened \\ith stock, or do the

articles of his manufacture go off currently ?—They go off currently of late ;

there have been a few instances to the contrary, but that has not happened more
than a month or six weeks.

4600. That is a symptom of what you would call a healthy state of trade ?

—

A healthy state of trade is a ver}' awkward term ; a trade may be very healthy as

regai ^.s quantity, and not as it regards profit.

4601. Tliat proves that either the manufacturer is working on orders he is

executing, or, if working without orders, that he finds a mart for his goods as

far as he could turn them off7—They are working for orders, not for stock.

4602. That would be a state of things which, barring any loss which may
come upon you from any bad management of the banks or the circulation, would

rather lead you to infer that the manufacturing trade of the country was in a

healthy state ?—There is another circumstance wliich would make and is making
a great difference, that is, the advance in the raw material ; a great many of our

trades may be said to be lost now from the advance of the raw material.

4603. What particular parts of the Continent are our rivals in manufactures ?

—Both France and Grermany, and even America. I should say no person who
has not seen them can form an idea of the perfection of their manufactures ; in

many places their manufactures quite exceed ours, particularly as regards the

application of manual labour ; many in Paris are far beyond ours in Birmingham.

4604. In what articles ?—In plated articles and some silver articles ; also gilt

and bronzed work.

4605. In the finer description of articles or the most bulky ?—In the large and

hea^-y articles we have the advantage.

4606. You do not refer to taste ?
—

^They are very tasty ; their invention of

patterns exceeds any thing we have here ; but I mean to say, in the execution

also of things long invented, all articles that require a great deal of manual

labour, they can underwork us. In the last seven years Birmingham has lost

many trades in which I myself have exported thousands of pounds worth per

annum, and in wliich I do nothing now. They have the trade at Westphalia,

Vienna and Paris.

4607. Paris is the seat of the manufactures you speak of?—Yes, of many
articles made in France.

4608. Is St. Etienne ?—^They manufacture cutlery there.

4609. Have you ascertained what were the wages of the manufacturers in

Paris of articles similar to those made in Birmingham ?—Yes, as to many of

them.
4610. How did you find them ?—Ver}' considerably lower.

461 1. Can you state the proportion ?—At Paris, in a number of trades, some
of them 30 per cent., and in some 50 per cent, lower ; but they were decidedly

lower.

4612. You have stated generally that you think the state of the circulation at

the present moment imsatisfactory ; is it your opinion that we should have what

is called an irredeemable paper again ; are you favourable to that ?—I am not at

all favourable to that.

4613. You would not send any paper out not payable in gold ?— Certainly

not ; I would have all paper payable either in gold or silver.

4614. But that there should be a silver currency, not regulated according to

the present value of the depreciated silver currency, namely, 66 s. to the pound

of silver?—No ; that wovdd make a difference of about 15 per cent. ; and if the

gentlemen of the landed interest can show that that is sufficient for their interest,

without corn laws to help, I should be satisfied vnth it ; not that I think

they can.

4615. In stating your opinion of the unsatisfactory state of the currency, you
would not wish it to be understood that you wish, what some persons wish, a

return to irredeemable paper, but a silver instead of a gold currency ; how do you

think it would be proper to regulate that ?—There is only one way I can find to

regulate it, and that is, that it should regulate itself.

4616. Is
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4Gif). Is it possible to have any standard of value which is not a fixed quantity Mr. G. F. Muniz.

of the precious metals ?—If Parliament choose to fix the standard I have no

objection ; but it must first be ascertained what the standard ouf^ht to be.

4(1
1
7. It must be a certain ([uantity to be a standard ?—If I am informed what

the price of a bushel of wheat ought to be, I will say at once what the standard

of silver ought to be.

4618. Then supjjosing the wheat were to be %s. ?—Then the standard should

be 8 s. an ounce, and then you get rid of corn laws alto;,^ether, and keep the corn

at 8 5. a bushel.

4619. Why do vou suppose those two prices should be conmiensurate to

secure the bushel of wheat selling at 8*. ?—I find, on searching all the authors

that I have looked into, that the average price paid for a ccntuiy prior to the

paper system of the Bank Restriction Act was an ounce of silver to the bushel of

wheat ; therefore, I say, the price still continuing the same throughout Europe,

if it is necessar}' in this country that wheat should be 8.y. a bushel, and I believe

it ought to be so, then you have only to take care that the ounce of silver is

regulated by that price
;
you cannot limit the foreigner's ounce of silver for his

bushel of wheat; and you must add to that the expense of transit and insurance,

which will make it a remunerating price to the farmer here. You might as well

keep vour prices at that standard of 8s. of silver to the ounce, and then they

would be much more fairly regulated than they are now.

4620. What do you call the price of the circulation now 1—Five and sixpence.

4621. Supposing the price of silver now to be bs., according to your notion,

that it should be Ss. to justify the price of 64s. for corn, you would depreciate

the currencv in the proportion of eight to five?—Yes ; that is taking the two ;

one balanced by the exchange reduced thereby against the advanced prices of the

other.

4622. You have given that as the rule?—That is not the case now ; the pre-

sent price of silver, under the present limitations, does not regulate the price of

com from indirect operation ; it is a free import that makes all the difterence

;

on my plan it would always be a free import.

4623. Your hypothesis of 8s. an ounce of silver and 8s. a bushel of corn rests

on the presumption that there should be no corn laws ?—Yes, they will not be

required ; they are very odious, and will be got rid of.

4624. Your measure would be to do away with the corn laws, and to change

the silver currency from 5s. to 8s.?—Parliament need not abolish the corn laws,

if they are afraid so to do ; they would become nugatory with a silver standard of

8s. per ounce.

4625. W^hen you say, that taking into consideration the average price of corn

for two years past, that is the consequence of the state of circulation of this

country', how can an alteration with respect to paper make a material difi'erence

as to the present, compared with the former, state of things ?—It has nothing to

do with the paper, but the price of corn on the Continent. Prior to the Bank
Restriction Act I see that the average price of corn was 8s. a bushel ; then the

foreigner can never send it in at less price than tliat, with a standard of Ss. to

the ounce of silver ; and manufactures here could advance in the same ratio.

4626. How would that apply to the prosperity of the manufacturing interest ?

—It would make no difference at all ; the wages will advance to nearly the pro-

portion to which you advance the standard, and the advanced price of our manu-
factures on the Continent would be counterbalanced by the exchange falling in

proportion.

4627. Then the operation of the change would make it a matter of no injury

to any one ?—Not the least ; it would make them steady, and allow for the rent

being paid ; it would be a trifling reserve for the workmen, for the prices of

articles of support are not yet reduced to the rate of wages.

462S. How would that apply to pubhc and private creditors?—There must be

some injured, and some will be benefited ; but the interest of the many must be

attended to, though to the injuiy of the few. I think they would be 75 out of

the 100. I go back to the year 1824 and the early part of 1825; I recollect

that all classes were then in a state of prosperity, of which the then Government
boasted ; all trades were profitable, and no one complained ; and all I wish is to

place the country in the state it was in 1825, with one exception—that I would
keep it in that position. I can only compare the state of 1«25 to the condition

of a bridge that a man built, and he left the keystone of the arch out ; of course

46^. N N 3 it
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Ml. G.F. Munis, [i fgH down when he approached the middle ; and that was exactly the condition~ r~T, of 1824 and 1825 ; all prices were brought up to the war level except gold and
arc

1 3 . gjiygj.^ jjj^d tjjg price of wheat was higher than the war price ; but there was only-

one thing that could keep it up, that was, the keystone of the arch,—the altera-

tion of the standard or value of gold and silver. I wish that we should arrive at

the prosperous state of things as in 1824 and 1825, and that the same state of
things should continue to exist.

4629. Had you not in 1824 and 1825 the same state of standard you have
now ?—Yes ; which was indirectly operated on by the great circulation of paper

;

and there was, as at present, a very great rise in all prices except gold and silver,

and aftei-wards a great export of gold from the kingdom in consequence. The
Bank had but one resource ; they had no choice ; they were obliged to withdraw
their paper from circulation rapidly, being bound to find gold at 3Z. 17*. \0d. an
ounce, and they were forced, when it left, to look for it again at any cost. They
had no option ; they could not do otherwise than they did ; and they will have to

do the same again if prices keep rising.

4(130. If you were to make an alteration with respect to the standard, in what
way should you recommend it should be done ?— I should do it in that sort of
way which I consider the only way of finding the true standard ; I should give

the Bank of England permission to issue one-pound notes, and to pay their notes
at the market price of gold instead of a fixed price. If it was thought necessary

to limit it it should be limited, lest it should go to excess. Then that would be
the natural standard which would be produced thereby, and would keep prices in

proportion to taxation.

\^The Witness is directed to withdraw.

John Grey, Esq., is called in ; and Examined as follows :

John Grey, Esq. 4^3 1. YOU live in Northumberland ?—I do.

4632. You are receiver of the Greenwich Hospital estates for the northern

counties ?—I am.

4633. Of what extent are they?—They are of considerable extent ; the rental

is above 30,000/. a year.

4634. It was returned 44,000Z. a year a few years ago?—Yes ; but there have
been many deductions since that.

4635. In what state are the farmers farming that property?—Their circum-

stances are very much reduced ; their capital has been considerably diminished.

4636. What sized farms do they hold?—The farms vary very much through-

out the district. The rental of farms in the north part of the county of North-

umberland is generally from 500/. to 1,300/. a year.

4637. You are also a considerable occupier of land, are you not?—I have

been till within the last three years an occupier of 2,000 acres, my own and
other persons.

4638. Of land of the best quality?—Yes, partly so, on the Tweed.

4639. In what state do you consider the farmers in that district generally to

be ?—i consider them to be in a state very much below what they were a few

years ago, in point of capital ; they are distressed ; they have been much more so

of late years.

4640. In what manner do they cultivate their land ; as high as they used to ?

—No.
4(341. Their farms have been run out, in consequence of their distresses ?

—

Yes ; they have had recourse to repeating corn crops too frequently, and

exhausted the land ; and in some instances considerable injury has been done in

the country by the high prices during the war inducing the farmers to break up
the old pasture lands, which is an injury, and a permanent injury, for they cEinnot

be easily restored.

464-2. Have reductions taken place in the rents of the hospital lands?—Yes.

4643. Has that been on the heavier or the fighter lands ?—I can tell your Lord-

ships the reductions which have taken place in the Greenwich Hospital estates

within the last two years, since I became receiver. Some of them have come to

the termination of their leases, but the great majority were given up in conse^

quence of the inability of the farmers to keep them.

4644. How many were thrown upon your hands at one time?—There were

upwards ol' 30 the year before last, 1834.

464,5. Extending
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4645. Extending to about how many acres ?—I suppose the average of those J"*"^ Grey, Rmj.

farms might be from 200 to 300 acres.

464(). Wliat were the rents, as far back as you can remember them, and the '^ March 1836.

alterations which have been made?— I liave not been in the management of that

estate for more than three years, but tlie average reduction upon the farms that

I speak of as being re-let was 22 f per cent, below the former rental.

4647. M hen was that re-let?—From the year 1833 to the present time, but

that reduction varied very much, according to the quality of the land, and other

circumstances. The average reduction on land, chiefly what are called barley

soils, was 15 or a fraction less than 15 ; the average reduction upon those which

contained a considerable proportion of wheat land on heavy soils was 25
per cent.

4648. Since 1815? —Those reductions have been made in the re-lettings on
leases expiring from that time.

4649. Have the managers of the hospital farms met the tenants, by making,

from time to time, reductions, without waiting for the expiration of the lease?

—

No ; I believe they are not able to do that, in consequence of their Act of Par-

liament. The leases must be determined or become void, and it was necessary

to take them from the hands of the tenants, and make a re-letting.

4650. There was no application to the Court of Chancery to allow them to do
that ?—No, I believe not ; there was a reduction, I believe, in the year 1822.

4651. A great proportion of those farms were thrown up by the tenants ?

—

Yes ; and if they came to a termination of the leases the greater proportion were

re-let to the same tenants.

4652- You let the tenantrj' go on with burthens they could not afford, sooner

than interfere and give them relief?—Yes.

4653. When they threw them up the land was a good deal exhausted and the

tenant ruined ?—Yes, in some instances.

4654. Has no application been made to the proper authority for power to make
any concessions ?—No ; it was discussed, but my own opinion was, that that was
not the best way to do, because in many cases there were tenants upon those

estates that it might be advisable to get quit of, and by resorting to the other

course, of allowing them to give up the farms, we had an opportunity of replacing

those with neW' ones.

465,5. Has not ever}' landed proprietor the same power, though he may use the

power he has with care, making to a good tenant a certain reduction, if he thinks

the state of tilings requires it ?—Of course every landed proprietor can use his

option ; but the Greenwich Hospital Commissioners were not so empowered.

4656. Do not you think that an imperfect state of management of the hospital

property ?—I am not certain that it is ; I think there was one difficulty in the

management of the hospital property ; the plan acted upon for many years was,

that ever)' farm was let by pubhc tender, and that brought on the property

tenants who might be rejected by other landlords in the district, who might put

in their tenders. In the last two years I have been authorized to treat bv private

contract with those tenants who have managed their land well, and were con-

sidered desennng tenants ; but in resorting to a mode of letting by public tender,

when the tenants do not wish to occupy a farm again, there is a chance of getting

tenants of a character not desirable.

4657. Are your tenantry, as compared with the tenantry of the surrounding

country, of a more or less respectable class ?—They are a highly respectable class

of tenants ; but they have been on farms at too great rents, and probably were

induced to take great liberties with the land ; and I think that arose from the system

of public tender, and their being induced to give more than they otherwise would
do to obtain their farms.

4658. Since 1833 there have been reductions which you estimate 22 per

cent. ; do you apprehend there were any deductions prior to 1833, as compared
with the higher prices during the war ?—Yes ; the farms that had been re-let

prior to that had been reduced gradually. I obser^'e the average reduction of the

preceding years was 1 5 or 1 6 per cent.

4659. During the high prices were those farms let at the highest rents 1—

I

think they were let at the highest rents, because everybody in the county was
bidding for them ; there was the greatest possible competition.

4660. They were let by tender?—Yes.

4661. How much were they above the average of the farms of the tenants

464. N N 4 round
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Juhn Grci/, Esq. rouiid about ?—It is difficult to say that, but they were always considered to be
very high rented farms ; and there might be one reason why they would bear

18 March 1836. rather a higher rent, because Greenwich Hospital, as landlords, were in the
habit of doing a good deal in the way of building, draining, and so on, the
tenants leading the materials for them.

4(162. Nowithstanding the improvement of the buildings, and money laid out
by the hospital, the condition of land has deteriorated?—Unquestionably.

4663. Do you see a manifest diminution in their crops of corn ?—Yes ; and I

have been introducing a dift'erent system, and doing all I can to get them to use
it a little more in grass, and not to come so quickly round with their rotation

of crops.

4664. 'Wliat has been the rotation of crops r— Generally that called tl>e four-

course rotation ; two years in corn, with one of green crop and one of fallow.

4665. No turnips ?—Turnips instead of fallow. It is calkd a fallow crop;
some part of the land will grow turnips and some not.

4666. Owing to the distressed state of agriculture, they have been running the

land out?—Yes, in some measure.

4667. How much does that land produce an acre ?—The estate varies much ;

we have on Alston Moor land Avhich was let for 1 s. an acre, and on the Tyne,
land which last vear has let as high as 3/. an acre.

4668. Arable"land?—Yes.

4669. What is the rent of good average arable land ?—About 30*. an acre,

tithe-free.

4670. What would be the produce of that per acre in wheat, supposing it

properly cultivated? — I should say three quarters.

4671. Barley?— Five to six quarters.

4672. Oats ?—Probably seven to eight quarters.

4673. Beans ?— It is not much a bean country.

4674. Peas ?—From three to four quarters.

467.5. When you say that average arable land lets for 30s., is that the price

since the deduction of 22^ per cent. ?—Yes, for good arable land, tithe-free.

4676. That land wliich does not produce better than three quarters of wheat
for the acre ?—Not on the average of years ; I should say it comes pretty nearly

to that ; we have in some cases much larger produce.

4677. Have you any very expensive kind of manure you apply to it?—No
;

they do not apply any manure not made on the premises, except a little bone
manure, and a good deal of lime.

4678. How much an acre do you reckon that bone manure costs?—It costs

about H. or 1 /. 1 s. a quarter, and they apply about two quarters or two quarters

and a half.

4679. Is it a very enduring manure ?— I am not sure that it is a very enduring

manure ; it is very good for raising a crop of turnips ; and it is also good for the

succeeding grasses.

46S0. In the present distress of the farmers, do other articles, wheat excepted,

sell at reasonable prices ?—Yes, I think they do.

4681. Their barley and their stock ?—Their stock has been selling well.

4682. Their wool?—That has been selling very high.

4683. Have they large flocks of sheep ?—No, unfortunately they have not

;

I wish they had more ; they might pay us better rents if they had. Owing
to the poverty of the farmers and the exhaustion of the soil, it is much against

them in this respect.

4684. The poverty of the farmers and the exhaustion of the soil has pre-

vented their keeping the sheep stock they should otherwise have kept ?— Yes;

but I know many farms on the borders where large flocks are kept, almost

exclusively in grass, lately let without any reduction of rent, in consequence

of the high price of wool.

4685. Are those farms belonging to private individuals?—Yes.

4()86. Where the farmer has not been injured by being over-rated?—Yes;
and farms which have never been in tillage, except in a small degree.

4687. How many sheep can they keep on an acre?— I cannot say; they

are generally mountainous districts ; some of them not more than two sheep

an acre, some one sheep, and on the Cheviot Hills much less.

4688.' Those lands you speak of wiiich have not been broken up are generally

mountain farms ?—Yes.

4689. Valued
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4689. Valued at about how much an acre?—Five shillings to 8s. an acre; John Grey, 'Lw\.

those, with a mixture of heath, are not above 2s. 6d. or 3s. an acre.

4690. At 8s. an acre, what number of sheep would they keep ?—That ought '^ Warcli 1836.

to keep during summer from one and a half to two sheep an acre.

469 1 . What are your wages in that neighbourhood i — The wages of day
labourers are generally from 10s. to 12s. a week; 12s. very much at this

season.

4692. Do you pay them the whole in money ?—No ; in the arable districts

of Northumberland the regularly hired servants are paid in kind, and supplied

with a house and garden, and receive so much in grain. Generally they have

the means of keeping their families comfortably.

4693. The labourers in the district you speak of are pretty comfortably off,

though the farmers are in a state of distress ?—Yes, for the labourers' gains have

not varied ; what they received has been continued ; with their famihes, the

labourers, I should say, are very well off.

4694. Where the labourer is paid in kind, how much does he stand the farmer

in ; how many shillings a week is it equal to?— I should think from 9s. to 10s.

a week ; it varies according to the price of corn, therefore now it is at a very

low rate. On a former occasion, when I was asked that question here in the

Committee on the poor's-rate, the calculation I made brought it to more ; then

that was the price of corn brought it to that ; it was then 13s. a week.

4695. Are you much burthened with poor in that neighbourhood?—No, we
have never been very much burthened with poor in our neighbourhood.

4696. Is your population equal to the agricultural want, or beyond it ?— It is

quite equal to it, except in harvest, when we have an influx of Irish labourers.

4697. What payment do they receive?— About 2s. 6 d. a day, I think,

generally.

4698. With meat and drink ?—Yes, they get meat.

4699. They come genei'ally in harvest, and reap it ?—Yes.

• 4700. What have been the prices of wheat in the course of the last year ?

—

The prices of wheat have been very low; as low as 3s. Gd. a bushel; from

that to 6 s.

4701. What is your market?—Berwick, in the northern part, and Newcastle

and Hexham, in the other pait of the hospital estate.

4702. Is there any particular alteration which could be made, which, in your

opinion, would tend to relieve this agricultural distress ?— I am not aware of any

great relief that could be given, except a reduction of rents, which is the first

and most important mode of relief. The alteration in the poor-rate is improving

the state of the agricultural districts, but we do not feel that so nmch, for we
never experienced so much the abuse of the Poor Laws.

4703. You state the rents to have been already reduced 22 and 15 per cent. ?

—No ; I said that farms wliich had been re-let previous to that period had

experienced a reduction ; but they were not the same farms.

4704. You think the lands belonging to the hospital have been worse managed
and more worked out than the general farms in the country?—Yes, I think

they have.

4705. What is the description of lease they have under Greenwich Hospital

;

for years, or for life ?—For years.

4706. Are they strictly bound down as to the course of cultivation ?—Yes.

4707. Has that not confined their cultivation, so as to prevent the farms being

injured ?—The course of cultivation is that wliich has been in practice very much
before ; but I think it has a tendency to exhaust the soil, and that it is not the

most beneficial to the tenant or the landlord.

4708. They are allowed to grow too much corn?— Yes, and too little in

grass. Their leases now, with few exceptions, bind them to let it lie two years

in grass.

4709. That would not give them two crops in four years ?—No, in five years
;

and it gives them two years for sheep, which I contend will pay them better, and

with less manuring.

4710. You remark that the condition of the farmers was very different ; to

what do you attribute the change?—To the exhaustion of his capital from the

course of the seasons, in which he has been called upon to pay more rent than

his land was capable of producing.

4711. Do you attribute that entirely to the seasons; have they been un-

4D4. o o favourable?—
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John Grey, Esq. favourable ?—The seasons have been favourable ; the hcirvests have been good for

the last three years.

j8 March 1836. 4712. For all descriptions of corn ?—Yes, generally ; but not so much for other

grain as for wheat.

4713. To what do you attiibute the present low prices ?—I apprehend to the

great produce.

4714. Has there been a great produce of barley and oats ?—There has been a
great produce in that district of barley and of wheat ; oats the worst of any.

471,5. Was there a great produce in 1829, 1830 and 1831 ?—No.
4716. Was the condition of the farmer better in those years?—No, the con-

dition of the farmer was very bad in those. years. The change which took place

in prices was owing not so much to the seasons as to the alterations in the mone-
tai-y system ; the change of the currency made it quite apparent what the effect

was to be on pi'ices.

4717. Do any small notes of Scotland reach your country?—They come over
the border, but are immediately sent back again ; they do not continue in the

neighbourhood.

4718. Do you pay them among you?—Sometimes, but not to any great

extent.

4719. How far over the border are they in general circulation?—We do not
find them more than 20 miles over ; they are generally returned.

4720. Within the border of Scotland nothing else circulates ?—No.
4721. You see no sovereigns?—Very few, I suspect.

4722. Is there an ample supply of those notes in Scotland?—Yes.

4723. Is there anyditHculty in getting a large supply, if persons in credit apply
for it ?—I apprehend not.

4724. Does that make any difference of price on the two sides of the border?
—Yes ; the pressure has been less where those notes were in circulation, and
where the Scotch system of banking prevails ; I believe the tenants were not
immediately swept away, as they have been in some instances in the south,

because they can derive accommodation fi'om the banks ; the banks have
more opportunity of giving them accommodation, and more facihty in their

operations.

4725. What is the different system of banking to which you refer ?—The issue

of notes makes one part of the chfference, and there is generally a difference in

the banking of the two countries ; there are banks circulating throughout all

Scotland in the remotest part, and giving abundance of circulation for the busi-

ness of the country.

4726. Is there any difference between the condition of the farmers in Scotland

and those in England, any further than the circumstance of the Scotch being

more accommodated by those banks, and that creating a difference as to their

prosperity ?—I apprehend that is the great cause of difference ; but the tenants

in Scotland are generally better off than those in England, from the circumstance

that they produce more wool ; that they have more sheep and less cultivation

;

mutton and wool now are generally remunerating articles ; at least the only ones

that pay very well.

4727. What is the condition of the sti'ong lands?—That is the worst ; the

average reduction was 22^ per cent. ; the reduction upon those lands, chiefly

light or barley lands, was 15 per cent., and that of the wheat lands 25 per cent.;

there were some instances reaching to 28 and 30 per cent.

4728. The reduction on good wheat lands was from 22 to 30 per cent., and
on some 40 per cent. ?—Thirty per cent., and in some instances fiu-ther.

4729. In your neighbourhood would the repeal of the malt-tax be of any con-

siderable advantage ?— It would certainly be a rehef to those fai-ms producing

barley, but they require it less than the heavy soils ; any thing which would
induce a better market for barley would be of use.

4730. Would it have a tendency to force wheat into use for feeding cattle ?

—

Yes ; 1 have no doubt that it would be used, in some measure, as substitute for

other grain.

4731. That wheat would be malted for cattle?—Probably it might, in some
cases.

4732. Would not that operate as a rehef?—Yes, to the light soils, but not so

directly to the wheat soils.

4733. Will
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Juhn Grey, Esi|.4733- Will it not have a tendency to prevent the growth of so much wheat, by
promoting the growth of barley ?—Yes, I think it would.

—'

4734. Have you considered what would be the effect of the Tithe Bill lately '^ '^^""''^ '^^^•

proposed ?—If the Tithe Bill were settled on just grounds, it would remove the
impediment to the employment of capital on agricultural improvements.

4735. Have you looked at the proposed Tithe Bill, and do you conceive it

would have that effect ?— I imagine it would have that effect ; whatever the prin-

ciple of the Bill might be, if tliat were actually settled, it would withdraw the
impediment to the employment of capital on agricultural improvements ; whether
it is properly adjusted, or otherwise, makes a difference to the present individuals,

of course.

4736. You have said, in the lands belonging to the hospital the cultivation has
deteriorated ; that the land is in a worse state than it was ?—Unquestionably that

is the case.

4737. Looking round the county, is that generally the case ?—It is.

473S. Do you think it is in a state of producing less than it did?— I do not
know whether it will produce actually less, because I think there is more perhaps
in cultivation. There has been an inclination among the tenants to extend their

quantity when the value was diminished ; I apprehend, therefore, that the quan-
tity produced is perhaps as great as ever it was, but the condition of the land
certainly is not so good.

4739. Are there large stocks of wheat at present in the farmers' hands ?— No,
not generally ; there are a few farmers who have capital, and the inducement to

them has been very great to keep their stocks ; but, generally speaking, I should
say they have not large stocks ; rather the reverse.

4740. Not so large as usual at this season of the j^earr—Not so large, I

should think.

4741 . Has as much wheat been put in the ground ?—No ; much less, I think.

4742. This is the first year there has been a diminution of the quantity sown?
—I think it is.

4743. Do you believe, when a larger quantity was sown, probably the produce
has not been so great, in consequence of its not beuig attended to ?—The i^roduce

of the two last years has been very great.

4744. The land is not generally so well cultivated ?—No, nor the crops so

good.

4745. What are the prices you get for wheat now ?—At present 6 s. a bushel,

and for barley scarcely 4*. ; about 3s. 6d. ; that is very low for barlev.

4746. Do you grow barley of good quality?—Not so fine in quality as the

southern districts ; it does not compete with the Norfolk barfey.

4747. What prices for wheat would, with the present rent of land, reduced as

it is 22^ per cent., enable the farmer to live?—I think the wheat lands could

bear their present rents if they had 7s. 6rf. a bushel.

4748. The rents could not stand at 7s., in your opinion?—Yes, perhaps in

pretty fair seasons that would be a sufficient price.

4749. What are your poor rates ; how much in the pound ?—They are from
Is. 6c?. to 2s.; we consider them xevy high at 2s. 6rf.

4750. On the real rental or the nominal rental ?—They are not generally

reckoned on the real rent, but I should say l.y. 6rf. on the real rental would cover

almost all the agricultural district of the county.

47.51. Does that include the highway-rates and county-rates?—No; probably

altogether from 2s. to 2.y. dd.

4752. That is the whole of the tenant's outgoing in the shape of rates and
taxation?—Yes.

4753- What is the customary agreement with tenants in respect of repairs?—
He is bound to keep in repair the things he holds.

4754. To find the materials and labour ?—Yes.

4755- You make a distinction between farmers having capital and those having
none; has there been any considerable waste of farmers' capital r—A very great

waste ; a great many have been entirely ruined. There is a very great difference

in the state of the occupiers, for there is a new class which is treading on the

heels of the old occupiers ; they offer higher rents than they can give, and
require less capital ; a man entered on a farm 20 years ago with .5,000 /. capital

;

now another man will enter upon the same farm with 2,000/. capital, and he will

of course be content with a smaller return.

464- 002 47j(5. Wliy
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John Grey, F.sq. 47,56. Why wiU he enter with a smaller capital?—^Because he can do it with~
less outlay for his seed-corn, for instance, and it takes much less for his outlay

18 March 1836.
f^^j. gtQck^ ^j^^ jjig purchase of all his materials. But there is one other item
which is still more important : in that country aU the expensive improvements
which the high prices of the war gave rise to are now done ; the tenant is not
now required to lead the materials to a large set of farm-offices, for they have
been built, and land has been inclosed and reclaimed. A great many fanns, when
they were entered upon in former years, required the tenant to lay out 1,000Z. or
more for liming and so on, but he can now enter without that, and therefore he
is satisfied with a small return.

4757. Inclosures were carried on to an immense extent r—Yes, to an immense
extent. There is a great change in the state of agricultural occupiers within my
knowledge ; a change in the character of the people. I can point out thousands
of acres now in the occupation of men who were, 30 years ago, shepherds or
blacksmiths, or something of that kind, and who are now pressing upon the

farmers of old standing in the country, the men whom they used to look to as the

most respectable. By industry and economy those men have accumulated suffi-

cient capital to enter, at the present reduced prices, on those lands ; their ambition
is to be farmers, and a very laudable ambition it is for a man to elevate himself

in the scale of society. A man who served as a shepherd to a farmer 30 years

ago has now become the farmer himself.

4758. Do not you find that when farms are to be let, persons are disposed to

give more than a prudent man will give ?—Yes ; which is owing to the circum-

stances I have stated, that the present occupiers, though they may not be doing

well, would wish to remain on the spot as long as they can ; then persons who
come with a less capital are always disposed to bid.

4759. When a person bids for one of the farms of the hospital, do you make
him give any security, or inquire into the state of his capital ?—Yes ; there is an
inquiry into the state of his capital, and a selection made ; but that was not

thought so necessary when there was large property among them.

4760. Does land change hands much in your county of late ?—There has been
a great change of late.

4761 . Has a good deal been on sale ?—Yes ; but it cannot be sold.

4762. Who are the people who buy land ?—I cannot say. There has been a

great deal offered for sale, but very little sold of late years.

4763. Do you know at how many years' purchase it has been sold of late ?

—

Twenty-six years' purchase ; it used to be 30.

4764. Has that which has been sold been sold in large or small lots ?—There

have been no large sales.

4765. You remember when farming was a good speculation, w^hen everj-^ one
was disposed to enter into it ; is that the case now?—No. At one period every

man of capital was desirous of engaging in farming speculations ; now most men
of capital are desirous to get out of it.

4766. If you were to begin life again, you would not probably engage in

farming ?—No ; I am withdrawing from my concerns altogether.

4767. If it were given as an opinion that the present low prices were the result

of greatly improved cultivation, and consequently the greatly increased crops of

corn, you would say, as far as your experience goes, that is not the case?— Cer-

tainly not, in consequence of increased cultivation ; that is not the cause, but the

good seasons and large produce in the last three years.

4768. Then the produce of the last three years has been, so far as j-our expe-

rience of the neighbourhood has gone, the result of favourable seasons, and not

of the increased cultivation ?—^Yes.

4769. But not from the improved condition of the land?—No.

4770. Their cultivating so much more largely has been symptomatic of the

increased distress of the farmers?—Yes.

47 7 K You do not apply that to barley, but to wheat?—In that country the

average of barley was very good, better than in other parts of the kingdom.

4772. You speak entirely of 1832, 1833 and 1834?—Yes.
4773. Is the condition of the farming labourer good ?—Yes, it has varied very

little ; I should say it is quite as good now as it was in 181 5.

[The Witness was directed to withdraw.

Mr.
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Mr. Matthew Sherborne is called in ; and Examined as follows :

4774. YOU are a farmer living near Hounslow ?—Yes.

4775. What sized farm do you hold?—About 635 acres.

4770. How long have you held it?—From Michaelmas 1833.

4777. What is the rent you pay for it?—From 30s. to 50s.; we hold two

farms ; one the allotment in lieu of the great tithes, and the other is an estate

belonging to Mrs. Parsingham.

4778. Is there a difference in the quality of the land ?—Yes, a great difference.

A great deal of the tithe allotment was Hounslow Heath, and was under the furze

when I took to it.

4779. Is that tithe-free?—The parish is tithe-free in botli cases ; there was an

allotment for the small and for the large tithes.

4780. Of the bad farm you hold, what has been the produce of wheat per

acre ?—I have not been there long enough to tell.

4781. What do you suppose the yield would be ?—From 24 to 28 bushels.

4782. How many bushels of barley per acre?—I cannot speak to that as to

that farm, because we have not grown barley upon it yet.

4783. How much would be the produce of oats ?—We are in the same situa-

tion ; it is full of rubbish ; we are farming that farm on a different system.

4784. What system do you pursue ?—We are growing mangel wurzel ; we are

fallowing it.

4785. Can you give an opinion of the state of the farms in your district?—

I

think, as to appearance, much as usual.

4786. Do they appear to be in a flourishing state, or in a reduced state?—Not
flourishing.

4787. Have you known many changes among the tenancy?—Yes; but not

more so than usual, I think.

4788. Have any of them been given up ?—No ; I think I know of only one case

of that kind.

4789.' Do the farms in the neighbourhood appear to be well cultivated?—Yes,

very well.

4790. Does there appear agricultural distress in the neighbourhood ?—Yes,

there have been some complaints. I am in conjunction with my brother, and we
have other farms besides the two where I am now living.

4791. Where is that other farm ?—We have two or three farms at Bedfont,

and one in the parish of Harmondsworth, under Mr. George Byng, the member.

4792. What does the other farm consist of?—Light soil.

4793. Light turnip soil?—Yes.

4794. Is it better than the land you have before spoken of ?—No ; different

land altogether.

4795. Is it better or worse ?—-Worse.

4796. About what rent is that ?—About 37s.

4797. Is that worse land than the other land ?—Yes.

4798. What will that land produce of wheat, on an average crop?—About 24

bushels.

4799. Of barley how much?—Thirty-six bushels.

4800. Is that tithe-free ?—Yes.

4801. What is your market?—Uxbridge our principal market.

4802. That is a very good market ?—Yes, but not so good as it used to be.

4803. Do you raise your own manure upon your farm, or get it elsewhere ?

—

From London chiefly.

4804. Have you a great deal of manure ?—Yes, a good deal.

4805. Do you send many articles of produce to the London market?—Straw

chiefly.

4806. Have you any sort of garden produce which you send to London ?—We
used to send a gi-eat many peas, but now it is not worth while.

4807. Did you last season?—No, very few.

4808. What are your daily wages?—Two shiUings a day.

4809. What are your rates?—About 5s. an acre; altogether I should think

5s. to 6 s. an acre.

4810. Have they increased lately or not?—No ; they have decreased.

481 1. Have you.had the new Poor Bill in operation with you?—No.

4812. They have decreased, under your management, without that?—Yes.

464. 003 4813. Have

Mr. M. Sherborne.

18 March 1836.
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Mr. M. Sherborne. 48 1
3. Have you a Select vestry?—No ; not either in the parish of Heston or

Bedfont ; an open vestry.
18 March 1836. 4814. Having had this farm for three years, you consider 24 bushels an acre

a fair crop of wheat upon land of that description ?—I think the land will not

produce more.

481.5. Are you satisfied with that as an average crop?—Yes; I am satisfied

the land will not grow more.

481b. You pay your rent under the expectation of that crop?— I do ; that is

as near as I can tell ; in short, it is correct.

4817. How long have you had each farm?—Mr. Byng's lease expires next

year ; we have had it 1 1 years ; it was for 13 years.

4818. Is it at the same rent now as when you took it ?—Precisely ; we have
had but one lease.

4819. Wliat price of wheat do you calculate, according to your present rent,

you ought to get?—To pay a fair rent, and a fair profit to the farmer, 15/.

a load; I think that ought to be the price of the best wheat; that is 7s. 6d.

a bushel.

4820. When you took your lease, j^ou did not calculate on so high a price as,

that, did you ?—Yes.

4821. What are your prices now?—I do not attend the markets now ; my
brother attends

;
yesterday week the average was upwards of 121. ; rather better

than 6 s.

4822. Yours is a very good sample of wheat?—Very good, generally.

4823. Wlien you manure your land w'ith the manure from London, how much
an acre do you suppose it costs you ?—It depends on situation ; from 41. 10s.

to 6/.

4824. Does it soon run through the ground?—On the gravel it does.

4825. On Hounslow Heath ?—That is not so gravelly as some we have.

4826. Is there any old turf remaining on the ground you have upon the tithe

allotments ?—None at all ; it is all under cultivation.

4827. And yet you have cultivated nothing but wheat?— I mean on a portion

of what was old common field land, not the common land ; on the common land

we have grown oats, but not on the other, nor barley, for the reason I have
stated.

4828. Do you keep any sheep there?—Yes.

4829. Do you find them answer?
—

^That depends upon the price.

4830. Do you keep them for the butcher, or for breeding stock ?—We keep
for the butchers and stock.

4831. You buy in the west of England, and fatten for the London market?
—Yes.

4832. What is the order of crops you mean to cultivate there ?—Precisely the

same as on other land, when we get it into the state we wish ; one-third green

crop, one-third of wheat, and one-third barley and oats.

4833. You have two-thirds of your land in corn every year?—Yes.

4834. Do you consider that a fair mode of managing land ?—I think the more
corn the land grows, the better order it is in ; the better for the farmer, and the

better for the land.

4835. That is, provided you can get a proper quantity of manure upon it?

—

The land would not do it without that.

4836. How much a load do you get for your straw ?—That depends upon the

time of year ; it is worth now about 1 s. a truss.

4837. Do you sell it by contract, or where do you seU it chiefly?—Sometimes

we supply two or three barracks ; Hounslow, Hampton Court, Knightsbiudge,

and so on.

4838. Do you get back the manure cheap ?—We agree for the dung of one

barrack when we are supplying two.

4839. That makes the carriage of the manure ver}^ cheap to you?—Not very

cheap ; I calculate two days' work for the horses to come to London ; they do

not lie by in consequence ; but they must be a certain description of horses to

do that.

4840. What does your load of manure from London cost you?—From 4s,

to 10s.

4841. Is there a large stock of corn in the farmers' stack-yards at present ?

—

I should say about as usual.

4842. Not
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4842. Not more nor less than is usual ?—No, Mi*. M. SherLorne.

4843. Do you think there is more wheat sown this year, or less than usual?—
I do not know that there is any diiference ; there is no difference with respect to '^ March 183G.

ourselves.

4844. Do you speak of a waggon load or a cart load?—A waggon load will

cost us 8.V. or 10s., and a cart load from 4s. to 5s.

4S45. Is there any thing that the farmers in your neighbourhood consider

a particular grievance to w Inch they are subjected by way of burthen ?—No, I do
not think there is.

4846. Do they think that the repeal of the malt-tax would be a rehef ?

—

It would, be a relief to a certain extent, but not sufficient to give the relief

required.

4847. The great relief would be better prices ?—Yes, decidedly so.

4848. Do you hear much complaint among th^ farmers of the present prices?

—Yes.
4849. Is there much difficulty in obtaining a tenant for a farm when it is out

of lease ?—No, not if the farm is worth any thing.

[The IVitness is directed to withdraic.

Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned to Monday next, One o'clock.

Die LuruB, 2V Martii, 1836.

The Lord KENYON in the Chair.

Bickham S. Escott, Esq., is called in, and Examined, as follows :

48,50. WILL you point out what observations you have made with respect to 2;, ,5. Escott, Esq.

the distress which has existed in agriculture, and suggest any measure having a

tendency to relieve that distress?—I should very much have wished I could, 21 March 183G.

before I was examined by your Lordships, have had the opportunity to consider

the questions which were to be put to me. I will state, as far as I am able, any
opinions I may have formed on the present state of agriculture, and the means
of remedy ; but I was not aware, until of late, of the intention to examine
me, nor have I had any opportunity to consider properly the course which
I would propose, because that must depend on what is about to be done by
others.

4851. According to the observations you have made, what do you consider

to be the present state of agriculture ?—I am of opinion that the state of agri-

culture, as regards landowners, renting farmers, and agricultural labourers, is

much m,ore depressed than the condition of any otf.er class of the subjects of

this countiy. I am of opinion, to begin with landowners, as far as my expe-

rience goes, all, except, I should say, in very particular situations (for i think

the statement must be taken with this qualification, there being estates, under
particular circumstances, that are nearly as well off now as ever), but I think

that, generally speaking, the landowners have suffered very great depression in

their property ; that their incomes are exceedingly reduced, and that it operates

in this way : where a man has a large estate of from 10,000/. to 20,000 Z. a

year, he can reduce his income by 5,000/. or 6,000 /. a year, and still live in a

splendid style, and he will not feel it in the same way ; but where a land-

owner has an income, I will say 1,000/. a year, or from that to 2,000/. or

3,000 /. a year, and has maintained a respectable station, which he may do, in

good society, even mixing with persons of the highest family, as far as the

common intercourse of lile goes, he has suffered a dreadful depression, and is

obliged to make most enormous sacrifices to keep up his station in society,

and that of the various branches of his family dependent upon him, and to

burthen his property, so that at last, if the engagements contracted were to be
paid off under the present depression, he or his successor would be left without
a penny. I know several now who are, I fear, in that state. I think that the

tenants are, generally speaking, in a veiy reduced condition, compared with
what they were in when I first knew them ; that their condition is low, as

4(^4. 004 compared
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B. S. Escott, Esq. compared with others who are vulgarly called the middle classes, and of the

same grade in society. I think they are suiFering a very great depression, as
21 March 1836. compared with the manufacturing and trading persons who set out with the

same skill and capital. I think the immediate cause of this must be very

obvious,^—^the reduction of the scale of prices of their produce. But here, again,

I must make an exception, for there are some estates which pay pretty nearly as

good a rent as ever ; there are some farms where the profits are pretty nearly as

good as they were, but they are very peculiar farms, very excellent pasture and
meadow land, and with a good market, where there is a very small comparative

expense in the culture or management, and in transporting the produce and
turning it into money. But those on arable farms, in general, I think, are in a
state of very great depression ; that the prices have been such they cannot pay
any thing like the former rents, or any thing like the rent they are now engaged
probably to pay, and meet the expenses to which they hitherto have been
accustomed, and to which they are still subject, without a very great decimation

in the scale of society, which is misery. With respect to labom-ers, I have a
very decided opinion that in my own neighbourhood, and I speak of one large

parish in particular, there have been, through the whole of this winter, as many
as 16 or 20 labourers constantly out of work, of one sort or another; and I

need not tell your Lordships that when they are out of work they must be in a
very miserable condition, because they get only the necessaries of life supplied

through the medium of the poor-rate. What I think about the state of the

labourer is, that, owing to the depressed value of produce and the depressed

condition of the farmers, and the reduced state of their incomes, and their

capitals, too, in many cases, they are unable to employ a sufficient number of

labourers, and there is therefore a great deal of distress among the labourers.

I think, at the same time, that where labourers are now in fuU employment they

are full as well off as ever I knew them, as far as money goes ; and I should be
inclined to think,—though it is rather difficult to ascertain that, for tlie most
honest labourer does not like to admit he is as well off now,—but I am inchned

to think that the labourer in fuU employment is better off than I have ever

known him ; but then he must be in full employment. I think, on the whole,

the labourers in my neighbourhood are worse off, for there ai'e more out of

employ than there used to be, for which there are other causes.

4852. Where they are too abundant for the demand, there is great want?

—

I think they are too abundant for the present demands of labour ; but I do not

think they are too abundant for the good of the land.

4853. The fact is, that they are unemployed?—Yes. My own opinion is, that

supposing the farmers were more prosperous, the existing number of labourers,

speaking from a very limited local knowledge in the west part of Somersetshire,

are not too many for the proper cultivation of the land, but that they are unem-
ployed through the poverty of the farmei's.

4854. Is not there a good deal of that district in pasture ?—It is very much
mixed ; the greater number of acres in my part is not in pasture. Some of the

middle part of Somersetshire is almost entirely in pasture ; but in all the

western part, where I live, there is a great mixture of land, and far the

greater portion of acres is arable, alternately wheat, turnips, barley and grass

seeds.

4855. The average farms in Somersetshire, taking the whole, employ less

labourers than those of other counties, on account of the very large tracts of

pasture there are, do they not?—I cannot answer that question. I should

not think they employ less than Devonshire. In all my part of Somersetshire

they break up the hay for wheat, and then have turnips after the wheat,

and then have barley, and seed it out, as they call it, and let it lie out two

years.

48.56. Under the system you mention, what proportion of the whole farming

land is arable ?—Of the average farms in my neighbourhood three-fourths of the

fields, I suppose, are arable.

4857. How much do you conceive is actually under the plough each parti-

cular year ?—I think about three-fourths. I cannot speak positively, farms are

so very different ; some have a great deal more of water meadow with them than

others. Water meadow is never broken up.

4S;58. Is that a system which, in the present state of the farmers, has any

tendency to make the land go out of good condition ?—No, I think not ; in the

opinion
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opinion of the most experienced farmers with whom I am acquainted, it is the b. S. Escoit, Esq.

best system for our neighbourhood. L_

48,59. Even in these times, when prices are so low, do they manure it -1 -March 1836.

sufficiently to prevent it going out of condition?—They prevent it goin"- out
of cultivation, but not in all instances out of condition. I know manv farms
that I am certain are not so well cultivated as they were some few years "ago.

4860. You conceive, upon the whole, the farms are deteriorating for want of
perfect management ?— I do not conceive that the farms are generally deteriorat-

ing, but that some are, and therefore, taking them in a luinj), thev are deteriorat-

ing ; there are some deteriorating, I have no doubt ; and some few, I have no
doubt, are constantly still improving.

4861. From what period of time do you think, generally speaking, the farms
have been deteriorating in your neighbourhood ?—^I should say that some farms
have been deteriorating ever since 1821 and 1822.

4862. Wliat, in your opinion, is likely to be the state of those farms a few
years hence, if the prices should not improver— I think the cultivation of wheat
must very materially decrease indeed, or cease, upon such farms, if the prices do
not improve, and permanently improve.

4863. In your neighbourhood has the crop of wheat been abundant the last

two or tlii-ee years '?—Not extraordinarily ; it has been very good in quality, the

last year particularly, but not extraordinarily abundant.

4S64. Have you made any obser^-ation to enable you to judge whether a larger

or a smaller breadth of wheat is sown tliis year '?— I am certain there is a much
smaller breadth sown ; I think that is one of the causes of the present rise of

price ; I know myself a large farmer, a near neighbour of mine, who has not

sowTi a single acre this year ; he is one of the largest farmers in the parish in

which he resides ; and I know a great number of farmers who have lessened their

breadth of wdieat this year by six or eight acres a piece.

4865. Is that owing to the low prices ?—Entirely to the low prices as compared
with the expenses ; they have determined that they would not sow that which
was not a remunerating crop.

4866. Do you know at all what is the average produce of wheat per acre in

that district?—I do not know that, and I think it rather a difficult thing to be
ascertained ; what will be stated by the farmers will be about 18 or 20 bushels,

except in verj'^ good land ; there is some land I know in Somersetshire that will

grow 40 bushels ; the common nm of the farms in my neighbourhood, which are

subject to the course I have mentioned, will, I think, produce about 20 bushels.

4867. What should you say was the quantity of barley grown per acre ?— It is

a very uncertain crop in quantity, but I should say 40 bushels ; I have known a

great deal more, but I do not speak on these matters with any certainty.

4868. Can you state at all what bulk of turnips it produces ?—No, I cannot
;

it is a verj" uncertain crop with us, particularly this year ; we have lost nearly

the whole crop of common turnips ; we have nothing but swedes left ; the insects,

called with us the " black army," destroyed them all on many farms.

4869. Having given those quantities, about what, should you say, on the

average, is the rent in those districts per acre?—From 1/. to 30s., but it varies

ven,' much.

4870. AVhat reductions have there been?—The reductions have been so very

unequal that I cannot say ; I know what I have reduced my own ; I have reduced

my own exactly 50 per cent.

4871. As compared with Avhat year?—With the dearest times.

4872. With the year 1814 or 1815?— I cannot state the year in which it was

let at double, but it must have been about that time.

4873. Is it your impression that there have been similar reductions with respect

to other landlords ?—I do not think that there has been a general reduction to

that amount ; I know there has not.

4874. In speaking of 25s. or 30s. an acre, do you take that as the average

value, or apply it to arable land only, where, in point of fact, the pasture land is

at a different rent ?—I apply it to the whole farms in that neighbourhood.

4875. Do not pasture farms bear a very different price ?—Very different

indeed.

4876. Much higher ? —Yes

.

4877. What is about the average rent of a pasture farm which grows just

sufHcient produce to feed the cattle in winter ?—I should think, if it is good

464. p p land,
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B. S. Escott, Esq. land, from 2/. to 3Z. ; I know a farm in the neighbourhood of Taunton that let

for 21. an acre ; I think that is too high ; but I think that is better worth 21. than
21 March 1836. gQ„-,g j\^^j„g ^^.^ ^.^rth 1 /.

4878. That is principally pasture?—That is not nearly all pasture ; I think it

is about equally divided ; but the arable land must be very good, and the pasture
very tine ; but the rent of peculiar farms is a very fallacious thing ; I know
meadow land in Somersetshire, far from any town, (juite among the hills, which
lets for a I. or 71. an acre now ; but that is no proof of agricultural prosperity.

4879. What gives it that peculiar value?—The quality of the soil, the climate,

and facilities for watering ; from the moment the snow is off the ground, tliere is

a great crop of grass.

4880. There are streams which can be applied to it during the summer season ?

—Yes, at all times ; it never fails.

4881. It is like a water mountain meadow?—Yes, and it never burns.

4882. Have you any notion how many head of sheep can be kept on an acre

of that sort of land ?^No.
4883. They keep them without rot ?—Yes ; there is seldom any rot in our best

water meadows ; when they get the rot, it is down in the marshes.

4884. Artificial water meadow never gives the rot, does it?—I do not know;
but I know those excellent water meadows never do.

4885. What is the rate of wages given to the farming labourers?—They give

now, I believe, about 7s. or 8s. a week.

4886. Has there been much alteration in the last ten years in the wages of the

labourers ?—Not very great ; not, I think, in proportion to the different prices

of produce ; and therefore I think, where they are employed now, they are well

off as to money.

4887. What was the price of labour in Somersetshire in liigh times?— I have
not made inquiries into that lately; I do not recollect that it was ever above 9s.

or 10 s. in my neighbourhood ; but I cannot speak positively.

4888. Have you ever seen any tables of labour, comparative as to counties ?

—

Not that I remember.

4889. You do not know whether Somersetshire, as compared with other

counties, has been low or high ?—I think it has been low.

4890. There has been very little fall ?—I think only about 2s. a week ; that

they gave them 9s. or 10s. in the high times, and that they now give them only

7s. or 8s., and they give them liquor.

4891. Is that in addition to the wages of 7s. or 8s. a week ?—Yes.

4892. Is that at all seasons of the year, or only in harvest ?—All do it in

harvest, but some do at all seasons.

4893. Do they give them cider or beer?—There is about an equal quantity of

each consumed, I think.

4894. Is the labouring population sufficient to do the labour in harvest-time ?

—I think it is. No labourers come from a distance, that I am aware of; no Irish

labourers come to us. Some of our labourers migrate in harvest-time ; a few of

them go up into Gloucestershire, mowing principally.

4895. Is the population in that district considerable?—Yes, there are some
villages of a scattered agricultural population, generally a cottage or two attached

to a farm, but not enough of that.

4896. Is the population almost exclusively agricultural ?—In the villages there

are a good many small shopkeepers.

4897. Nothing of manufactures ?—We have no manufactures in that neigh-

bourhood of any consequence ; there are some paper manufactories.

4898. There is no population in the village but what may be considered as

mainly connected with agriculture ?—I think not.

4899. Have you any knowledge whether the expenses of the farmers have been

much reduced with respect to other necessaries of life, excepting that of food ?

—

I think not much, even nominally.

4900. The blacksmiths' bills, and those of different artisans, have not been

reduced?—I am not aware of any decrease.

4901. Are you not aware that, though their prices have not been reduced,

they have been improved in respect of some expenses for managing their farms,

or for clothing ?—I do not say as to clothing ; clothing is cheaper.

4902. Do you conceive that, though cheaper, it is of so durable a kind as

formerly ?—1 think so. I beheve that the articles of fustian and corduroy, and
all
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all cotton goods, arc all cheaper ; and 1 do not know but that they are as good B. S. Escott, Esq.

now as ever.

4903. Shoes ?—Shoes, I think, are not cheajier ; I have never known any fall in '^^ March 1836.

the price of boots and shoes. I think they are not worse, but rather better, upon
the whole ; we have very clever shoenuikers now in the country.

4904. To what do you ascribe the low price of farming produce?— 1 do not

wish to speak with any degree of confidence on any one cause ; I am myself of

opinion it is owing to a great many causes.

4905. Have the kindness to enumerate them in their order?—I have not the

information which 1 could wish on any of these subjects ; but I think, to enu-

merate detached causes, that the state of the currency has a great deal to do with

it. The quantity of money in circulation nuist affect the price to be paid.

4906. Do you found that opinion on any observation you have made as to the

alterations which have taken j)lace in any particular times ?—Yes.

4907. What are those observations you have made at particular times?—

I

think that the fall of prices was immediately consequent on the withdrawal of the

paper money and the removal of the bank restriction. I think that prices rose

again as soon as ever measures were taken to obviate that contraction of the

circulating medium. I think that they fell again as soon as ever the Bill of 1825,

for the suppression of country one-pound bank notes, took place ; and I think

that from that time, with certain exceptions, there has been a gradual progression

to the state of things which we have now, and that it was not felt in full ope-

ration for several years. I am not aware when that last Bill operated ; I rather

think the circulation was not contracted at once, but that it took two or three

years before that Bill came into full operation as to its effects.

4908. Next to the alteration of the currency, what appears to you the next

important cause of the great reduction of prices ?—I think there has been a

very great deal of evil caused by the price of bread not bearing its proper pro-

portion to the price of wheat ; and that if it had borne its proper proportion to

the price of wheat, the decrease of price would have caused a great increase of

consumption, which would probably have helped to right the evil. I remember

it used to be said by persons practically acquainted with these sort of things, that

the price of bread should be as many pence per loaf as the wheat was shilhngs a

bushel. Now, through the whole of this winter, I know, in London, while wheat

has been 5s. a bushel, bread has been 7yl. a loaf, and of course there has not

been the same quantity consumed as if it was 5d. ; and I think that has operated

very much to drive the poorer classes to the consumption of less bread. I think

also that potatoes are much used instead of bread.

4909. Do you think that is a practice which prevails to a very great extent m
Somersetshire ?—Very great indeed.

4910. Do you think there are other causes which tend to that ?—Yes ; I think

that it has encouraged the growth of potatoes very much, where persons have the

opportunity, and lately they have had all sorts of facilities afforded them for

growing them, under the allotment system. No doubt larger quantities of corn

would have been consumed but for the allotment system.

4911. Under the allotment system, as practised in Somersetshire, do they

generally make use of those allotments for the providing food for themselves, or

apply that food for the sustenance of animals ?—For both purposes
;
principally

for their own use, I think. I know that on some large estates there was a good

deal of land allotted out to the poor ; last year the whole thing entirely failed ; the

potatoes were scorched up by the heat of the summer ; they got a very poor

crop ; there was a very large expense incurred in preparing the land for them,

and a large number of the poor are totally unable to pay the rent they contracted

to pay. Tlie last summer, being a very hot summer, was not a fair year to try it.

In other situations, where the ground was not so burnt up, they had a good crop ;

but the rent comes heavy upon them.

491 2. What was the rent they contracted to pay, and what was the size of the

allotments which have been usually made?—They have different sizes, from

a quarter to hah an acre ; I think in no instances more than half an acre

;

1 have directed that they should not have more than that, and I think that

too much ; they were to pay as much, after the ground was dressed for them, as

41. an acre.

4913. Is that taking it on a series of years, or only the first year ?— I think

they were let only for one year,

464. p p 2 49' 4. Was
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B. S. Escott, Y.^q. 4gi4. Was there a contemplation of its being continued?—That I do not

know, but I think so.
31 March 1836.

491,5. Can you state what was the expense of clearing and manuring the

ground ?—I cannot state that at this moment. I mean to let them have small

quantities of land, as much as I think they can manage, and not more, at the

same rent any other farmer pays for the same land, and to do what they like with

it, so long as they do not hurt the land.

4Qi6. Have you known any allotments for a longer period than one year?

—

No ; I have no doubt myself that the increased growth of potatoes is a thing

which has materially contributed to decrease the price of wheat, and that the

allotment system has increased the growth of potatoes ; but it had been very

materially increased before there was any allotment system in my neighbourhood

within my memory.
4()i7. In what way was it practised so as to increase the growth of potatoes ?

— I think that it was a profitable thing to the farmers generally when they were not

under a lease or a limitation from growing more potatoes than were necessary for

their families and their pigs ; and they have been in the habit, where not under

lease, of letting a portion to others for the growing potatoes ; and others have

had permission.

4918. What is the practice with respect to manuring their land ?—They must
manure it well.

4919. Do not those who have the benefit of the allotment system keep pigs r—
I do not think they do generally ; I know that some have pigs, but whether the

greatest number have, I cannot say at present.

4920. Is it your opinion that the practice of using potatoes for corn has

tended to make the labourer more or less comfortable ?—I do not know ; I think

it was necessarv, under the circumstances in which they were placed.

4921. On what account?—Owing to their being frequently thrown out of

work, and potatoes being a much cheaper food.

4922. Their being reduced to a state of distress made it necessary for them to

resort to a different sort of food ?—Yes.

492;^ You think that it is an evidence of distress, the labourers resorting to

this change of food?— In some instances; I think that they like potatoes, and

that there is a great habit of consuming potatoes lately come in, and that it is

not only by the poor, but in many instances potatoes are substituted for bread

by others.

4924. As far as your experience of the allotment system has gone, in the case

where the labourers were not out of employ, would you think it beneficial to

carrv on that system of small allotments ?^I think it would be a good thing to

let them have small gardens with their cottages, but not allotments in fields ; my
present opinion is against the allotment system in fields, as lately introduced.

492.5. Has the new Poor Law been put into operation in your neighbourhood ?

—It is not put into active operation ; the Commissioner has just been down
there ; what measui'es he has taken I am not yet correctly informed. I have had

information from different parts of the country, but have not seen it in operation

any where. Mv own opinion has been exceedingly strong against the new Poor

Law Bill, and I have no hesitation in saying, that, from what I have heard of

late, I rather feel now in favour of its operation than against it. I am sure there

is a general expectation amongst the gentry and the tenantry of the neighbour-

hood with which I am best acquainted, that it will operate beneficially ; and I do

not think that there is any very general feeling among the peasantry against it

;

I am not aware that there is.

4926. When you say that the poor are unemployed at the present moment,

you mean that they are unemployed under the old system ?—Yes.

4927. Their favourable feehngs towards the new system do not arise from their

having seen it in operation, but from what they suppose theoretically r—Just so,

with many ; but some gentlemen with whom I am acquainted are very great

friends to the new Poor Law, and must have seen it in operation, I think ; but I

do not speak positively to that. With respect to the new Poor Law, I am very

decidedly of opinion, that the abuses of the old Poor Law system have verj''

materially contributed to the present depressed state of agriculture, and, joined

with other things, reduced the whole body of agriculturists. When I speak of

the abuses under the old law, some persons would say they were not abuses ;

they would say that they could not help it j but this I doubt.

4928. Have
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4028. Have the u;ooclness to instance tlic abuses to which you refer ?—I think B. a. EkoU, Esq.

that the mode in whicli relief and wages were constantly mixed up together, and
the mode in which the industrious and wcll-hciiaved hihourer, as well as the " March 1836.

dissolute, were both treated, very often put the good into a worse situation than
the very bad one, and was reducing the payers to the condition of the receivers of
relief.

4929. WTiat is about the amount of your poor-rates in the pound?— They
vary very much ; from Is. up to 5s. or 6s. on the value.

4930. You cannot state the average?—No ; I never saw an average struck.

4931. Do you suppose that it has been to any thing like the amount of 5s. or
6s. in the pound on any one district in Somersetshire?— I put that as the very
highest ; but I know estates which pay as much as 4s. in the pound.

4932. You mean the pound actual value, and not the conventional value ?—

I

mean the actual value.

4933. Are they now become reduced ?—I think not much ; during the last

year they have been very high.

4934. Have any of your agricultural labourers migrated from the parish?—No,
not to any extent ; I do not know that any have.

4935. That has not been the case, to your knowledge, in Somersetshire.'—Not
to any extent, that I am aware of.

4936. You have stated that the labourer's wages have never been in you?
district, as far as your recollection goes, more than 9s. or 10s. a week in the high
times, and that they are now about 7 s. or 8 s. Do you conceive that the

labourer's daily pay will buy more wheat, which is generally taken as the standard

of labour, now, and hoAV much more, than formerly, when he has been employed ?

—No doubt it will buy double or more than double, nay, treble, what it would in

some years.

4937. Then if the labourer has altered his habit of living, that has not ari.sen

from necessity on his part, but from a preference of the food he takes ?— I do not

think that ; I think that whei'e he is in full employment he may do well ; but I

think there are other causes at work which prevent it.

4938. Do you think that the dift'crence in the mode of living has arisen with

respect to labourers fully employed ?—Yes, I think that those fully employed
consume more potatoes and less bread than formerly.

4939. Do you think that those who consume more potatoes eat more meat
than they used to do ?—No, I do not think so, though I know it has been said.

4940. Tlien if they are better off now^ than they were, considering the small

reduction of wages and the decreased price of food, do you think they are laying

up money in the savings' banks ; or how are they going on w'ith regard to pro-

sperity ?—I know some persons will think that what I am about to say is absurd,

but I feel confident that the beer-shops in my neighbourhood swallow up an
enormous portion of the earnings of the labourer ; my own opinion is, that the

present system of the beer-shops is very rainous to the condition of the people.

4041. You conceive that though the labourer is better otf in his pay, as com-
pared with the price of wheat, than formerly, he is not better off in fact, because

he spends so much money in the beer-shop ?—Yes ; and that reconciles the dif-

ference between their being better ofl', as far as money is concerned, but not better

in condition.

4942. Do vou conceive the general habits and expenses of the labourers are

much altered in your neighbourhood ?— No, I do not, as regards the good ones.

4943. Do you think that the cottages are furnished with more luxuries or

comforts ?—No ; they appear to be nmch in the same state I have ever known •

them, and the farm-houses also.

4944. You attribute the fact of their money not going further, though they

are paid more, comparatively to the price of wheat, in a great measure to the

beer-shops ?—In a great measure.

494.5. Do you think that there are more of the poorer classes who go to the

beer-shops than would have gone to the old pubhc-houses ? — Yes, a great

man}'.

4946. How do you account for that ?—Where there was one public-house,

there are, I should guess, at least six or eight beer-shops.

4947. Are there not beer-shops in many ])Iaces where public-houses were never

thought of, and where no magistrate would have thought of licensing pubUc-

houses?—Yes.

464. p p 3 4948- Has
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B. s. Escoit, Esq. 494^- Has any advantage accrued from the late Act which passed, enabling

the magistrates to regulate their hours ?—I cannot say ; I had most grievous
21 jMarch 1836. complaints made last winter of the disorderly conduct of persons in beer-houses

in the district in which I reside.

4949. You do not act as a magistrate ?—No, I do not. There is one cir-

cumstance I wish to mention, because it appears to me to produce similar and
co-operative effects to the Beer Bill, that is the present game law ; I think that

is almost doing as much harm in our neighourhood as the beer-shops ; thev are

acting together. The beer-shops are the meeting places for the persons who
engage in poaching ; the one makes them poachers, and the other drunkards

;

and being one makes them the other.

4950. Poaching has increased ?—Yes, and, in comparison, almost every body
is a poacher ; men who never would have thought of it before. I am certain it

has depraved thousands of characters ; men who would have been honest hard-
woi'king characters.

495 1 . Are there large preserves in that neighbourhood ?—There are very large

covers, but it is not a very plentiful country for game.

4952. Do they apply themselves to pheasants principally?—Pheasants and
hares.

4953. Do they go in large gangs ?—Yes, 20 together, armed.

4954. By night ?—Yes ; they do not poach much by day.

49.55. You conceive that the present game laws have done much harm to the

agriculturists instead of good '?—I am positive they have.

4936. Is the game more preserved than it used to be?—Not at all ; it is less

preserved than it used to be in our neighbourhood. There is one other circum-
stance I would mention ; I think there has been a great deal of evil caused among
the agricultural population by the political excitement of the last years. I am very

confident, that ever since the Reform Bill was first talked of in the neighbour-

hood, it has produced a great deal of disorder and immoral state of the popu-
lation. I think the agitation about the Reform Bill, the Game Bill, and the pre-

sent state of the Beer BiU, has made the agricultural population think of any
thing but what they were most interested to think of, and that it produced for a

long time a great stagnation of business, and has ruined many.

4957. Do you think that they do not do so good a day's work as they used?

—

No ; a man who has been out poaching all night wiU not do a good day's work,

nor one who has been drinking to excess ; and then it operates in reducing the

consumption and lowering the price of wheat ; I am very confident of that.

When a man drinks a quantity of this beer (and more particularly is this true of

the gin-drinker) , he naturally loses his appetite ; and a man who is drinking all

night will satisfy himself with a potato the next day ; he cannot eat half a loaf,

as he would do else.

4958. You do not think he takes down as much ba.rley in his beer as will

compensate for that ?—No ; but that may be so, as far as money wiU compen-
sate. I think that the Beer BiU has raised the price of barley ; there is no doubt
of that.

4959. Do they drink gin at all in the beer-shops?—I am afraid there is gin

getting into the country ; I am not certain of it.

4960. There is a very great facility for selling gin, by opening those beer-

shops ?— Yes; and if there were gin-shops as well as beer-shops scattered

throughout the country, it would complete our ruin under this system.

496 1 . Have you not strong suspicion that many of them that pass for beer-

shops are gin-shops ?— I have heard it mentioned, but I have no personal know-
ledge of it.

4962. Do you happen to know what hour the magistrates have fixed for shut-

ting up the beer-shops ?—No, I do not.

4963. Is there any disinclination on the part of householders to give recom-

mendations to persons desii'ous of keeping beer-shops '?—I do not think that

there has been any difficulty in getting recommendations.

4964. No house can be established without a recommendation from a certain

number of householders ?—Six, I think. I know there is an abundant quantity

of beer-sliops all over the country.

496.5. Have yon any thing else to state as the causes for the depressed state

of agi-iculture ?— I do not think of any other to suggest.

4966. Have you attended much to the price of iron?— No.

4967. Therefore,
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4967. Therefore, when you say that blacksmiths' charges are not decreased, B. S. Escott, Esq.

that is without a minute inquiry into the subject ?—Yes ; but I am pretty sure

they have not. 21 March 1836,

4()68. Are you aware that, within a very short period, iron has risen 100 per

cent. ?— I know it has risen very greatly, hut I cannot say to what extent.

4g()C). Will you have tlie goodness to suggest to the Committee any thing that

occurs to you as having a tendency to lessen the distresses of the agriculturists ?

—The difficulty 1 feel is this, that it appears to me a person is placed in an

absurd position, wiio would attempt to devise a legislative remedy for the state of

the agriculture of tliis country, without knowing what the Legislature and
the Government mean to do. I cannot say whether this or that legislative

enactment would do it, unless I knew by what other legislative enactment it is to

be accompanied, so as to have all the benefit likely to arise from the other.

4970. Taking into your consideration that the object of establishing a com-
mittee of inquiry is first to ascertain the facts, and then to point out the remedy,

the Committee will be glad to hear any remedies that occur to your mind as

likely to lessen the distress which now exists?—It is my opinion that the con-

traction of the currency consequent on the return to payment in gold, and the

termination of the Bank Restriction Act, have very materially reduced the prices

of all articles ; but then, if it has reduced the price of all articles, how is it, it

may be said, that wheat is the only article the farmers produce which is so

prodigiously low ? I think that the other articles of barley and stock have been
raised by peculiar circumstances, which did not operate on the wheat.

4971. With respect to the barley, when you state that it has been raised,

have the crops of barley in the last year or two been such as to make the present

price of barley a remunerating price ?—I should think that that is a remu-
nerating price, were other things in proportion.

4972. Do you believe the last two crops of barley have been considered very

good ones in Somersetshire?—No, not large crops generally; the year before

last, or last year, I believe, was a very bad one.

4973. Then the prices were not remunerating in proportion to the quantity?

—Unless I was actually aware what the crops have been the last two or three

years, I could not certainly give an answer to the question ; I think that if the

price of wheat bore its old proportion to the price of barley, there would not be

the same cause of complaint ; that is, if the price of wheat was twice the price of

barley.

4974. Do you conceive, if the price of wheat was 60s., the price of barley

being 30*., that would afford a complete relief to the agriculturist?—No, I think

not.

4975. Should you say that 7 s. 6d. a bushel would be a fair remunerating price

to farmers, taking the average of farms ?—Not at the present rents, I think ; but

I think, if it is to remain at 60 s., there must be a further reduction of rent, and a

further ruining of a great number of those landowners whom I mentioned just

now.

4976. When you say at its present rate, do you mean the poor-rates con-

tinuing so liigh ?—I wish particularly to say, I think the new Poor Law is an

exceedingly important thing, and if, without starving the poor, it shall be found

very much to reduce rates, there is no knowing what good it may do. I am
afraid, in some instances, it does pinch the poor a good deal ; but if it will reduce

the rates, and enable the labourers to live as weU as they have been accustomed

to live, it is a benefit. I will just mention one circumstance which appeared to

me important ; I was talking one day with a very intelhgent man, a large farmer

and miller, a violent opponent of the Poor Law Bill, as I was till lately ; this

man, a practical farmer and miller, was talking very violently against it, and he

said that he knew a man in his neighbourhood who was a large farmer and a

great friend of the Poor Law Bill ; he came to him the other day, and said,

" Here is this Poor Law you are opposing, it will be the making of me ; I have

saved 200/. a year in rates akeady ;" my friend continued, " Now this neigh-

bour of mine is fool enough to think he is saving by tlus Poor Law Bill, because

he saved 200 /. a year in rates ; but to my knowledge he has been paying 500 /. a

year more in wages." It seemed to me that this was the very best thing which
could be said for the Poor Law, that there should be this money spent on the

land in increased hire of labour ; so I said, " That is the strongest argTiment in

464. p p 4 favour
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B. S. Escoti,V.f^({. favour of the bill; it will make mc a complete convert;" and all he said in

answer was, that it might have been done under the old law ; but would it ?

21 March 1836. 4977. Did you ascertain how that came to be expended, whether it was a pro-

fitable expenditure ?—The person who was talking with nie seemed to think it

was not all protitable ; but he could not be aware of the result. Whether the

labour is i)roiitabl8 must depend on what the produce is, and how it sells ; but he
stated as a fact, that his friend was employing all these labourers ; and a farmer

would not lay out 500/. a year more in labour, if he did not expect a return.

407S. That 200 /. a year he used to pay for poor-rates was not only saved, but

he added 300 /. to it in labour ?— Yes.

4079. In consequence of the opinion expressed, and the power given under
the Poor Law Bill, is it the fact in your neighbourhood, that the practice, under
the Poor Law Bill, has been introduced of giving relief to the poor in different

articles, instead of giving it in money ?— I am not aware that it has ; I think the

general practice has been to give them money.

4()8o. Do you think it would be a relief to the farmers if the practice recom-

mended by the Poor Law Bill was introduced, of giving articles of food for the

labour performed, instead of paying in money ?—Yes, I think it might; but it

requires caution.

4981 . What other suggestions can you favour the Committee with, of measures

which will tend to remove the agricultural distress?— I beg j'our Lordships will

not consider any thing I say about the currency as said with any confidence ; but

I think that any measure which tended to increase the amount of money in cir-

culation must have a beneficial effect. I think that where high prices depend on
the increasing circulation of money they are good to everj^ body, particularly to

the producer, but that they are no loss to the consumer ; but where they depend
on a scarcity, they are a great evil to all ; and that puts me in mind of one thing

I wish to state respecting the present price of wheat : I am of opinion, that the

present price, as it has been raised within the last fortnight or month, is caused

very much by scarcity ; that it is caused both by the decreasing quantity of

wheat in this country, and by the apprehension that it will be further decreased

by so much less being grown. I know that has operated very much, and that

the stock in hand is getting, in many cases, very small in the country ; I am not

aw'are how it is at the great ports.

4982. Do you conceive there is less now in the farmers' rick-yards than for-

merly?—Much less.

4983. Do you speak of Somersetshire ?—Yes ; all my practical acquaintance

with the subject must be confined to the western parts of Somersetshire. With
respect to the increasing quantity of money, I have never found any reason that

accounted to me satisfactorily why there should not be a circulation of notes

between 51. and the sovereign, fours, threes and twos ; I think there are stronger

reasons against one-pound notes.

4984. On what security would you have those notes of two, three and four

pounds founded?—The same security that the fives are now.

4985. Namely, the general repute and stability of the bank?—Yes; I think

credit should be more free.

4986. Do you speak of the Bank of England ?—Yes, and countrj' bank notes

also, and of notes payable on demand in metal.

4987. Do you think it would be at all safe if those were issued payable in the

country ?— I think so ; I am not aware why it should not be safe.

4988. Do you think there would be any reason to expect that country banks

would be able to keep in hand a sufficient quantity of cash, such as would pro-

bably be required to answer the demands likely to be made upon them ?—Yes,

I think they would ; I think they would be as likely to keep cash in hand to

answer the demands made upon them as they are now ; I do not think now that

the bankers keep cash in hand to answer any demands which might be made
;

if they did, I do not see how the bankers would make any profit ; it is the very

essence of credit.

4989. Do you think there is hkely to be so close a demand for cash for notes

above 5 /. as if they issued those small notes ?—No ; I suppose the danger

would be increased somewhat, but it appears to me the increase of danger

on that score Avould not be equal to the advantage to be derived by the agricul-

tural population by the circulation of notes ; I speak on that point from the fact

that the distress has proceeded with much greater steadiness since the suppression

of
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of the small notes than under the return to cash payments by Mr. Peel's Bill, B. S. Escu, l>q.

passed in 1819, and which, I think, came into operation in 1821. =

—

4990. There was an extension of the issue in 1822?—Yes, and a cessation of ''» Marcii 183(5.

distress.

4991 . The whole of the notes were not recalled till 1825 and 1826 ?—No, and
for the whole of that time there were generally one-pound notes in circulation,

and a rising price. The Bill for the su])pression of them did not pass till 182.5
;

from a year or two after that time the distress has proceeded with greater and less

rapidity up to the present time. It appears to me that one of the great objec-

tions to a one-pound note circulation is that which I believe originated with Mr.
Burke. I remember hearing Mr. Huskisson or Mr. Canning, I now forget

which, quote it in the House of Commons, that when very ill at Bath, he (Mr.

Burke) sent to Mr. Pitt to say, that if he put out one pound-notes he would not

have a guinea left in the country. Now it appears to me, that that which is a

good objection to a paper circulation of the same denomination with the gold,

would not apply in the same degree to one of a different denomination. We have

no gold of the same denomination as these twos, threes and fours. I never could

hear any good reason for having the standard of value fixed as it is ; I think the

return to gold payments would have caused no difficulties, if the standard of value

had been fixed in proportion to the then market value of gold. I think that the

return to cash payments, without altering the standard of value in proportion

to the depreciation which had affected its market value, has caused the depression.

I think there is no satisfactory reason, and I do not know what reason there is, .

why the standard should have been fixed whei'e it is fixed.

4992. How do you conceive it ought to be fixed so as to be most beneficial to

the country ?—I wiU not pretend to say what it might be best to fix it at, unless

I know all that is to be done in regard to the circulation ; but it was fixed without

any regard to the depreciation, if I understand it.

4993. Do you consider it fixed with a view to return to the old standard, or

that an alteration has been made in regard to the old standard ?—The present

standard is the old standard ; when the bank restriction was taken off, we returned

to it with a circulation very much depreciated by the enormous issue of paper

during the war.

4994. Are you aware that the standard in this country, some years previous to

the year 1797, was not the same as that which existed in that year?—No, I do

not recollect it.

4995. Are you aware that in the year 1783 the standard of silver was 5.9. 6d.,

instead of being, as it now is, 5s. 2d. ?—Yes, I think I remember that, now my
attention is called to it.

4996. That having recuri'ed to your mind, what is your opinion as to what

would be the fair standard to be adopted, supposing any alteration were made to

give general relief to the countiy ?— I think such a one as would enable the credit

circulation to increase without driving out the gold, and having a conjoint

standard of silver and gold ; making silver a legal tender would be a very great

benefit.

4997. Would the advantage from having that conjoint standard be, that we
should have a greater facility of being supplied with treasure from abroad?—Yes,

I think so ; and less hazard of runs.

4998. Next to that rehef, which you consider the primary relief which might be

given to agricultural distress, what strikes you as the best relief,—the repeal of

the malt-tax or the Beer Bill, or what other measure ?— With respect to the malt-

tax, I have no doubt in my own mind that the repeal of the malt-tax would
afibrd very substantial relief to agriculture.

4999. Would it afford relief to agriculture in general, or exclusively to the

barley districts ?—The relief would be more immediately to the barley soils, but

the actual expense of the malt-tax to the large farm.er is something considerable
;

a large farmer would gain 20 Z. or 30/. a year by it immediately ; that, I think, is

very much undervalued. I think also it would give a ver}' great stimulus to the

sale of barley, and the increased price of the barley would increase the growth
of it, and therefore would operate also on the wheat. If the farmer found barley

answer so much better, he would gi'ow less wheat, and that would raise the price

of wheat too.

,5000. Supposing the opinions of some of the witnesses are time, that the larger

proportion of land in this country is calculated to produce wheat, would it not

4D4. Q Q have
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B. S. Escott, Esq. have the effect naturally of inducing the farmer to cultivate more barley, where
—

it could be grown, instead of wheat, and thereby enable the farmers who cultivate
SI March 1836. gjjg- i^nds to obtain a better price for their wheat ?—I am of that opinion.

5001. Can you form any opinion whether the bad wheat and bad barley

would be likely to be applied to the feeding of cattle ?—I have heard that said

very lately by practical gentlemen, but I am not aware how that would be ; it

appears to me that the lower the price of an article is, the more the article is

likely to be employed in the feeding animals. I hear that some farmers have of

late "been in the habit of consuming a good deal of their wheat in that way.

5002. Are you aware that it would be a more profitable application of wheat

for animals, if they could malt it ?— I have heard that, but never saw it tried.

5003. Do not you think, if that is so, the taking the duty off malt would be

useful as it respects the lower descriptions of wheat ?—Yes, I think it would ; but

I am not certain that wheat malted is a very good thing for animals.

5004. If sudi has been the tendency of the evidence of several witnesses who
have appeared before the Committee, you know nothing to contradict that ?—No,
I know nothing of it.

5005. Is it your opinion, that, supposing the duty was taken off malt, the pro-

babiUty is that farmers in general w^ould be more inclined to provide their

labourers with malt liquor in their houses ?—I am sure of it.

5006. Do not you think that would have not only a pecuniary but a moral

benefit ?—Undoubtedly.

5007. Will you be good enough to favour the Committee with your opinion,

how far any benefit would result to the farmers from an alteration of the Tithe

Laws ?—Mv present opinion about the Tithe Laws, under the existing circum-

stances of the country, is, that a very great alteration would be a very great

benefit to the agriculturist, but in order to be a benefit it must be such an altera-

tion as I have not heard of lately.

5008. Whether the present Bill, as proposed, is just in its construction or not,

how fai' do you think it will, if passed, tend to give relief to the agricultural

interest, or what are the provisions in it which you think not likely to give that

assistance?— I think the present Bill, if passed, must give relief to agriculture,

if at all, in this way,—where a man has once parted with a certain portion of

his estate, and engaged to pay a certain sum per annum to be free of tithe, he

might then set about all sorts of expensive improvements in agriculture, knowing

he should have to make no increased payments for tithe on account of those

various improvements, so far it might benefit agriculture ; but I think that,

generally speaking, the effect of this Bill would not be for the benefit of the

renting farmer at all ; I think that the renting farmer would immediately have

his rent increased fully in proportion to the tithes which he would not have

to pay.

5009. Do you speak of the tenant at rack-rent ?—Yes.

501 o. How would that apply to tenants under leases ?— I doubt, at the present

moment, how the present Bill affects the tenant under lease ; I apprehend the

landlord would have to pay a certain annual sum for tithe, and he would be

free ; then of course his lessee would have to pocket the whole value of the tithe

during his whole lease ; I do not recollect any provision to obviate that difficulty ;

I think in many cases this Bill would operate most capriciously ; for instance, it

is a premium for bad farming and a penalty on good farming, immediately, if the

BiU comes into operation. If the landlord has been kind to that tenant, and

the tenant has been just to his landlord in cultivating the estate, the landowner

will have to pav an increased tithe under the commutation for the land in future
;

and a man who has nothing but thistles upon his land will have to pay the

smallest possible rate, as a i-eward for his indolence. Nothing can be so monstrous,

in my mind, as that consequence of the Bill.

.5011. If the object was to give relief to agriculture in a fair way by a Tithe

Bill, in what way do you think that ought to be arranged ?— I am of opinion

that we can have no substantial relief to agriculture by a Tithe Bill, such as

may be considered a just Tithe Bill to tithe-owners as well as tithe-payers,

unless the whole law be considered, and the whole fund from which it is paid is

altered ; that there cannot be the same amount raised from the land, and yet

the land relieved ; I think also that the present system of tithes is most
grievous.

5012. In what way?—My idea is, that there ought to be a review of the

whole
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whole law of tithes, and that the whole i)roperty of the country yhould contribute B. S.Etcott, E»q.

to a new mode of su])porting the church of the country, and that without that

there can be no relief to the agricultural interest in this matter of tithes worth 21 March 1S36.

mentioning in comparison ; I think the present state of the tithe system is very
grievous, owing to the way in which it operates under the present taxation of
the country.

5013. Do you think there is the most rigorous exaction when the tithes are

in the hands of the clerg\' or in the hands of the laity particularly ?— I think, as

far as my own experience goes, tithes are generally exacted less rigorously when
in the hands of the clergy.

5014. Have you any means of forming a comparison how far the land tithed

by the clergy is less injured or deteriorated by the system of tithes than when it

is in the hands of the laity ?—No ; I know many instances where clergymen do
not get half the value of their tithe.

5015. Should you conceive that where land was under tithe in the hands of
the clergjs that it would have such an injurious influence on agriculture as is

now stated ?—It would not have so injurious an effect, but I think it would still

have an injurious effect, and that there would be constantly occurring instances
where some clergymen would take as much as they have a legal right to do, and
even take tithes in kind ; I know some who take it in kind always.

5016. Do you know any instances of clergj-men who take tithes in kind who
are not forced to it ?—Yes ; I know those who will not give the parish a compo-
sition, and I know one who is on very good terms with liis parish too.

501 7. Then they do not feel it injurious to them ?— I do not know that ; he is

a very pleasant man, and they are on good terms ; but still they feel it an injury,

I apprehend.

5018. Are those persons landowners or land-occupiers ? —They are chiefly

land-occupiers.

5019. If the tithe were removed altogether, would there not be a very great

addition in point of rent?— I have no doubt there would.

5020. Would that not be more than equal to the tithe they pay, even in the

way in which it is taken ?—No, I do not think it would ; but I think the tithe

system at present, in many cases, operates to prohibit cultivation, and must in

a year or two still more ; I think that in paying tithe they are now paying, in

some instances, more than the value of the land.

.')02i. Do you think a person would forbear to improve nine parts of his land

because the improvement on the tenth part goes to another, he at the same time

paying rent for the whole ?—Yes, because the tenth part is, in many instances,

more than the amount of his profit ; he must make a return for his capital laid

out, and must pay his rent ; this tenth would take away that portion which might
enable him to do that, and then the land ceases to be cultivated,

5022. The tenth part of the produce you consider practically about one-fifth?

-^Yes, I have heard it estimated so ; but that must depend on circumstances
;

in some cases it is much more ; it must depend on the expense of cultivation

;

and tliis tenth of the produce, when it is estimated for composition paid in lieu

of it, has increased in value by the amount of taxation, and consequently is

a more grievous payment to the landowner and the land-occupier. There can
be no doubt taxation raises the price and value of all the articles of produce ;

—

they would be produced so much cheaper without the taxes ;—this rise in prices

is a rise in value of this tenth part of the produce, for which the farmer gets no
return.

5023. It does not strike you that there can be any equitable course pursued
to make any alteration with i-espect to tithes, so as to be beneficial to the farmer,

unless by totally altering the system of the taxes and the subject-matter on
which the payment of tithes should attach ?—I do not quite say that, but I do
not think any thing will be complete and satisfactory that does not do that.

5024. It is what the land has always paid ?—No, it has not always paid it ; it

is paying more and more every year ; I have no doubt the hardship of tithes

becomes greater every year.

,5025. You do not mean to say the land has not always exclusively paid the .

tithe ?—They have paid what has been called the tithe, but not the same com-
parative amount in value ; not in the same proportion to their profits.

5026. They are the only persons who have paid tithes hitherto ?—Yes, in the

common acceptation of those words.

464. Q Q 2 5027. Your
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B. S.Escott, Esq. 5027. Your proposal is to make persons pay who never have paid, and who
~ have other burthens ?—Yes, according to your Lordship's acceptation of those

21 March 1836. terms, but I would not, after all add to their burthens more than has been added
to others.

,5028. Do you consider that the introduction of Irish produce is injurious to

the agi'iculture of this country?—I have no doubt it is injurious to the agricul-

ture of England, in the same way as the introduction of other corn cheaper
grown would be injurious to the farmers in a particular country ; it overstocks

their market. One thing I wish to mention. It is very commonly said that all

that is wanted for agriculture is a reduction of rents, and that is an opinion

which lias been very much circulated among the landholders in my neighbour-

hood, and I believe generally in England, that the reduction of rents is all which
is requisite. Speaking about the landowners, I should say a much further

reduction of rent, if they are in the situation in which I beheve them to be,

would be ruinous to them ; but it appears to me that it will be ruin to the present

race of renting farmers as well. It operates in this way : many landowners,

particularly the small landowners of 800/. or 1,000/. a year, if compelled to

reduce their rents much more, will say, "It is not worth while to let the land;

we must try to farm it ourselves," which some are doing already, and conse-

quently the occupation of the renting farmers will be destroyed. Suppose there

are 500 or 600 acres of land which has always been let, and the owner takes it

into his hands to farm it, the occupation of the former tenant, however respect-

able, is gone, and he must look elsewhere ; and that has another ruinous effect

also, which I know has been in operation throughout the whole race of farmers

;

it creates a too great competition for farms. When a farmer is put out of his

farm, he must get another farm, unless he is a rich man ; the consequence of

which is, they bid a great deal too high for farms ; and I am perfectly certain

there are farms now, which, if they were to be let, would be taken at enormous
rents ; and then some persons will say that agriculture is not distressed, when
thejf see that farms will let at those rents ; but, in fact, they are taken at rents

which the farmer cannot pay, and then either they must be reduced, and it is

puffed off as a great sacrifice of the landlord, or, if he will not abate, the farm is

given up, or the tenant ruined.

5029. Has there been much change of tenants in your district ?—Yes, con-
siderable change.

5030. Have any of those who have gone within these few years gone away in

prosperous circumstances?— I know of none; at least I know of no one who
has gone away better than he came in ; I know none who have made money of

late years.

503 1 . Do you know any who have gone away ruined ?—Yes, I know grievous

instances ; many who have been most respectable farmers, and their fathers

before them.

5032. Men who have not been extravagant ?—Yes ; the farmers are not gene-

rally extravagant ; and I know, too, that the landowners are obliged to part with
their land. I was talking to a friend of mine upon this subject not long ago, and
I said the people must be losing their land estates, and they must go to mort-
gagees, and so on; and he said he did not perceive that that was the case ; that

there appeared to be the same possessors of the land as he ever knew ; I recol-

lected myself for five minutes, and I showed him, within a distance of not 15

miles from where we were sitting, land to the amount of 500,000/. wliich had
been sold within the last three or four years, and all those the estates of old

respectable families.

5033. AH of them sold, not from their buying land elsewhere, but from their

losses ?—Yes ; I think none had purchased elsewhere, or certainly not to any
amount. One of the persons, a man of family, was utterly ruined ; the castle

was bought by an attorney, who pulled it down, and built a house in its place.

.5034. Have you any other suggestion to offer ?—No, I have not, at the pre-

sent moment.
503.5. You said you thought the taking off the malt-tax would benefit agricul-

ture very much ; do you not conceive it would benefit Ireland much more than
England?— I do not know why.

5036. 'Are you not aware that barley is much more grown in Ireland than
wheat ?—I have no knowledge of the agricultui-e of Ireland.

5037. You stated that you conceived the imjjortations from Ireland were a

disadvantae;e
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disadvantage to the agriculturists of England ?—What T stated was, that I con- 5. 5. £»co«, Esq.

ceived that the im])ortations of agricultural produce from Ireland must have the
effect of lowering the ]^rice here, just the same as importations from one county ^^^ March 1836.

into another, or one market into another.

503S. Ireland, by growing generally nnich more harley than England, would
benefit in a greater ])roportion than England ?— Of course, wherever the greatest
quantity of bailey is grown more i)coj)le would be benefited, but I do not think
all tlie benefit would be given to the growers of barley, as I stated before ; I con-
ceive that the expense of the malt consumed by the farmer is very considerable,
and the cost and quality of the beer drunk by the labourers still more. There is

one thing I wish to say with respect to the present rise of prices. I am aware it

is said by a class of persons, that the bulk of agricultural distress is a mere
nothing ; that it will soon be right again. ITie price of stock has been good
lately ; xery good in my neighbourhood. I have no doubt the price of fat stock
has been raised to what it is by a circumstance which has not benefited the
farmers at all, but from which they are materially suffering ; that is, the total loss
of turnips, except swedes.

5039. You talk of the high price of stock relatively to the price it generally
bears, but not relatively to the manner in which the farmer has been able to feed
it?— Certainly. There is another thing; supposing that the price of grain is, as
it certainly is, very low, the price of stock being high, it is an encouragement to
throw land into pasture, and keep more stock, particularly sheep ; but a great
number of labourers will be thrown out of employment by that step.

5040. You think that will be the general consequence of the prices continu-
ing so low ?—Yes, other things remaining the same,

[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, One o'clock.

Die Veneris, 25° Martii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in thb Chair.

Bickham S. Escott, Esq., is called in ; and further Examined as follows :

5041. DO you wish to make any addition to your evidence?— I omitted to ^ <; £^coft E
state, in enumerating what I conceive to be the causes of the present rise in 1_
prices, one which nevertheless I think has had a very material effect in pro- 25 March 1836.

ducing it— I mean the increased circulation of money. I believe that within the

last two or three months there has been an increase effected in the circulating

medium of the country by some means ; I think, probably by means of different

speculations in canals and railroads, an increased circulation of paper has been

effected ; I derive that impression from having conversed with several persons of

practical knowledge in the banking affairs of the country, who have confirmed

the suggestion, and have stated that they knew that to be the case.

.5042. The bankers state that a great deal of paper has been pushed out in

consequence of the speculations going on?—Yes
5043. Have you any joint-stock bank companies in your neighbourhood ?

—

Yes, one very large one.

5044. Have you the means of knowing whether those joint-stock bank com-

panies have increased their circulation ?— I do not know that they have

increased their circulation within the last two or three months, but I have been

informed that they have increased their circulation veiy much within the last

two or three years.

5045. Can it be safe for any banker to increase his circulation very con-

siderably, while there is nothing but gold to fall back upon ?—I think it may ; I

do not say that it would be under present circumstances.

5046. Do you think it would be safe for country banks in general to issue such

a quantity of paper as the wants of the country require, when there is nothing

but gold to fall back on at the present standard ?—No ; when that qualification

is introduced into the question, I should say not.

464. Q Q 3 5047- Do
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^. S. £if(3«, Esq. 5047. Do you know thai there has not been so great an importation from
Ireland lately ? — 1 have no means of knowing how the importations from

25 March 1836. jj-gimid have been going on lately; I know they have increased very greatly

within the last few years. In some parts almost all that is consumed is Irish

produce.

5048. TNHiat additions have you to make to your evidence?— I was asked as

to any manufactures in the part of the countrj^ with which I was best acquainted

;

I stated that I was not aware of any manufactures in my neighbourhood, except

some small ones of paper ; if that is confined to a very small neighbourhood,

that is correct ; but if I am to speak of a neighbourhood of 20 or 30 miles, and
that I apprehend was what Avas referred to in the question, there are other

manufactories ; there is a very extensive glove manufactory at Yeovil, and a

verv beautiful one.

5049. That has existed for a long time ?—Yes.

5050. And at Chard there is a manufactory of lace and silk?—Yes, and at

other places.

5051. How long has that existed?—I do not know for what time it has

existed, but many years ; there is also some little woollen manufacture, but I

believe verv little of the woollen left ; and there are considerable manufactures

of bricks in different parts of the county. Another thing I wish to correct is

this ; I was asked whether any of our labourers migrated at any part of the

year ; I mentioned that at some seasons of the year some few have migrated
;

it is principally at the mowing season and the harvest, but it is a very small

number indeed who ever migrate in that way, and they go into some not very

distant parts of the country, where they get rather better wages ; and it is the

young men who do it, rather, I think, out of a hking for the change of going into

a new country for a short time, and they sometimes return with 31. or 4/. in

their pockets.

50,52. Do they go to the Isle of Wight?—I think cliiefly into Gloucestershire

and Wales. Your Lordships did me the honour to ask me what remedies I

should propose for the present state of agriculture, and I mentioned several

things. There is one I did not mention. It appears to me, as I stated, that

there are two classes of remedies, remedies over which the law can have no
control, and legislative remedies. This is one which perhaps your Lordships

may think quite out of your legislative jurisdiction, but it appears to me a ver}'

important one, that landowners, if they are in the distressed state in which

many have been for some years past, should, as far as possible, alter their

domestic and family arrangements, both present and to come, with a view to the

altered value of their property. As regards the landowners, the greatest

distress will no doubt arise where estates are subject to heavy incumbrances,

and those who have it in their power to alter those incumbrances have it in

their power very considerably to remedy the degree of distress to which they are

subject.

.•)053- Would they not naturally do that where they had the power?—

I

believe, in many instances, they do not ; it takes time ; and I allude particularly

to charging their estates in making a provision for the other members of the

familv, in proportion to the reduced amount of the rent out of which the money
is to "be paid, and the increased value of the money which is to be paid.

50.54. There are many cases in which settlements have been made ?—I think

thev should do it when they have the power ; but where they have not the power,

I think many old families will be reduced to beggaiy by the want of such an

arrangement, which I think is a great national evil.

50.55. All settlements by deed must of course continue ?—Yes ; but not those

by will, where the parties are Uving.

.5056. Is there anv thing else you wish to add?—With respect to the state of

the labourers : I stated the other day my own opinion, that a great deal of

distress among labourers arises more from certain moral causes than any other
;

I am strongly of opinion that any thing which would tend to encourage the

revival of those sports and amusements which the labouring population of this

country' used to enjoy, and of which they are now very much deprived, would do

a great deal of good.' I am quite confident I did not sufficiently explain myself

to your Lordships on the subject of tithes. I wish very much to be allowed to

state, if 1 can, more clearly what I meant, when I said that I considered the cost

of tithes to the landowner and occupier both was very much raised by the

present
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present amount of taxation
; your Lordships know tliat tliouf;h the taxation of B. S. £«co/<, Esq.

the country has been very much reduced witliin the hist 20 years, it is never-

theless now three times as much as it was before the hist French v,;ar. It is the ^^ ^^^""^^ '^S''-

opinion of many persons,— I will not pretend to give an opinion on that point,

—

that the increased cost of growing a cpuu-ter of wheat is at least 20.v. on account
of taxation ; that is, it costs 20*'. more to grow a quarter of wheat than it would
if that taxation did not exist. The way in which this appears to me to apply to

the burthen of tithes, and to increase it, is this : the grower of corn must charge
that increased cost of production upon the article he sells, in order to reimburse
himself for his expenditure, otherwise he must pay the taxation out of his

capital, which lie could not long do ; it must be a dead loss to him, unless he
can charge it on his customers. In selling the nine-tenths of his produce he
does this ; and perhaps the tax is doing no harm at all, for he is receiving for

that an increased price ; but in parting with the tithe he receives not one penny
of it back again, so that by every penny the cost of production is raised, the

comparative value of the tithe is raised too, and its burthen increased to the

grower of corn.

5057. You are speaking of the case where tithe is taken in kind ?—I am,
first ; I will speak of the money payment afterwards.

505 S. If the tithes are taken in kind, generally the person taking the tithe

pays the tax of the proportion, does he not I—I do not see that he pays any
thing at all ; at least he pays nothing in the way of cost of production, except
rates. He says, this part of the crop is mine. The farmer has raised the crop
and paid the taxes, which are a part of his expense. By the amount of these

taxes the cost of production is raised, and there is no means by which the farmer
can reimburse himself.

5059. It is an addition, perhaps, rather to the burthen of the tithe ?—Yes, it

is an addition to the cost of producing it, which increases its burthen to the

grower, and its value when computed in money.

5060. He obtains the value of the tenth, whatever it may be, if he takes it in

kind ?—Yes.

5061. If he lets it, he gets as much as the clear profit on the tenth would
amount to ?—Yes. K there is a composition, the matter, I think, stands thus

;

the composition is fixed on the valuation of the tithe ; how does the valuer

proceed ? he takes the market price, and deducts from the market price the cost

of the outgoings.

5062. Does he deduct any outgoings at all, supposing the tithe-owner lets it

to each occupier himself '?—Yes, no doubt he does. In valuing the tithes for

composition he takes the market price of the produce, and deducts from that the

amount he would be obliged to lay out in bringing that corn to market.

5063. Against that, doesj not the tithe-owner set the straw and the dung, which
the occupier has ?—If there is such an agreement between them.

5064. In many cases the straw pays for the drawing of the tithe, does it not ?

—The straw is part of the tithe, unless under particular circumstances ; but I do
not think that affects my argument. What I wish to state is this, that in

estimating the compensation to be paid in money, the market value must be

taken into consideration. If your Lordships are right in that suggestion, that

simplifies my statement ; but how is the market value made up ? it is made up
of this taxation amongst other things. If it is right to say that the taxation adds

20s. to the cost of growing the quarter, 20s. is added in estimating the compo-
sition the farmer is to pay for the quarter, so that, whether he pays in kind or in

composition, he pays so much more in proportion to the taxes. Tliis opinion I

do not pretend to state with any confidence before your Lordships as to its

results, but it appears to me deserving of consideration, for if this is the case,

precisely as the taxation of the countrj- has been advancing since the beginning

of the French war, so has the burthen of the tithes been increasing along with

it ; and it may account for a good deal of the clamour on the subject of tithe.

5065. Have not the burthens of the clergy increased?—No doubt their

expenses have increased ; whether they have increased in proportion or not, I do

not pretend to say. I only state how that operates on the grower of corn. That
may be so, and that may be an answer to it, though I do not see how. There is

one other observation which I wish to make ; it may be said, at all events, ever

since taxes have been diminishing, this burthen of tithes has been diminishing too

on the same principle ; but then that opens the other question, whether, in point

464. tt Q 4 of
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B. S. Escott, Esq. of fact, under the existing pecuniary circumstances of the country, the burthen
of taxes may not be as great and greater now than it was in the times of the

35 March 1836. highest nominal taxation. There is one other observation I beg to be allowed to

make. I was asked, in consequence of some remark of mine, whether I meant
to make those pay titlies who never paid before ; if the idea was, that in order to

relieve the land from the burthen of tithes those must be made to pay wdio never
paid before, that undoubtedly is a very serious consideration

; but I am not sure

that in any case those can be made to pay who never paid before ; for where did

all this money property come from ? did it not all come from the land and the

labour of the country ? and if it has all been raised by the labour and taken from
the land, when the land and labour formerly bore those tithes all that property

had not been taken from it ; when it paid the tithe it had not to pay the taxes.

There is one other circumstance that has occurred to me since. I am not sure

that there is not a very high legislative precedent in this country for making the

general property of the country contribute to the support of the church ; if

I am not misinformed, in the reign of George III. there were very large money
contributions from the state to support the church ; I believe nearly 2,000,000
of money were voted by Parliament for the augmentation of church property,

which appears to me a most important precedent at all events. Then there is

another observation I wish to make respecting the tithes, which escaped my
memory the other day. It is said that the tithe commutation is to be a great

relief to the land, and I think that if it is a proper one it may be a very great

relief indeed ; but see whether there is not a question of the greatest importance
to be examined into before any Commutation Bill whatever, and we have had
four or five, is worthy of being considered as a benefit to the land. I am told

that some of the most able writers on political economy have laid it down as

quite an axiom in their science that tithes are a tax, and a tax on the consumer ;

that, in point of fact, the consumer pays all the tithes of the country, because

the produce is raised in price to the consumer by the amount of tithe subtracted

from the grower ; he must sell the nine-tenths for the same money for which he
would have sold the whole.

5066. Do you recollect any particular ^\Titer who has laid down that position ?

—I do not ; but I know the opinion has been maintained by able men.

5067. Do you propose to set aside all moduses and prescriptions in this case,

and that all lands should pay in proportion, and all merchandise
;
you would not

propose to tax the mercantile part of the community without setting aside all

moduses and prescriptions 1—I have the greatest hesitation in proposing any
thing in such a matter, not only from my own inability, but that I do not know

' what is proposed to be done, and all must depend on what other measures are to

be adopted. The present tithe system might, under some circumstances, not be
oppressive. If we are to go on in other respects as at present, I do not think it is

to be borne ; but I had rather not give an opinion upon that point.

5068. Can you set aside moduses, without, on the very same principle, taking

the lands and every thmg else ; does not the modus secure the right ?— I think

so, under the present law.

5o6g. Consequently it cannot be set aside without destroying the right ?

—

That argument will apply to altering the present law on tithes at all ; it appears

to me to be equally valid against any commutation for money.

5070. Commutation may be very easily estimated ; but if there is a modifica-

tion of any part of the tithes, that will not apply ?—I do not exactly understand

that ; but what I want to call your Lordships' attention to is this : supposing

that opinion to prevail, as I know it does amongst many political economists,—

I

mean an opinion that tithes are a tax on the consumer,—^then a commutation of

tithe, which goes to fix a money payment on the land, will be in fact the imposing

of a burthen on the land which it does not now bear, and this too under pretence

of reheving the land from its burthens.

.5071. Will not that depend on whether the land rises or falls ?—No, I think

not at all.

5072. If the land rises, the landowner receives a considerable benefit?—Yes,

in proportion to its increased value.

5073. If the land rises, and there is a fixed rent, the tithe-owner will be the

loser?—Certainly; which is a confirmation of the observation I have made of the

extreme difficulty, I should almost say absurdity, of pretending to devise any

remedy
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remedy for this evil, without knowing what other remedies are to be proposed or B. S. Escoii, Ksq.

continued alongj with it. •

5074. Have you any thing else to add ?—I was not asked any questions on the ^5 March ie36.

subject of the corn law, or the present supply of corn. I wish to state, that it

appears to me that any consideration with respect to the price of agricultural

produce, and any remedies for it, must be inert'ectual, unless the probable supply

and demand of corn is taken into consideration, and the manner in which that

supply and demand is effected by the present corn laws and the population.

5075. Do you suppose there is likely to be a deficient supjdy of corn ?— I do

not know, but I think not just at present.

5076. Is it not likely to increase very much.''— I should think that the supply

of corn from foreign parts must be very likely to increase, as long as it is allowed

to be sold to us, and the price there is so much lower than it is at home.

5077. That must be the case as long as the national debt remains, mu.st it not ?—^That I cannot say, but I do not see the necessarj' connexion between the propo-

sitions. Since I was last examined by your Lordships I have strengthened most

of the opinions I then gave, and none more than that of the great danger of confi-

dence in these matters. By referring to some notes I had formerly made, I have

collected together a few sentences of certain men, considerable authorities in these

matters, some not now living, and some who are,— Mr. Hume, Mr. Pitt, Mr.

Baring (the present Lord Ashburton), Lord Brougham and Mr. Malthus.

5078. Will you state what is the import of those opinions r— I have two or

three short extracts, which I will beg to read. Mr. Hume says, in one

of his Essays, " There is always an interval before matters be adjusted to

their new situation, and this interval is as pernicious to industry when gold

and silver are diminishing, as it is advantageous when these metals are in-

creasing; the workman has not the same employment from the manufacturer

and merchant, though he pays the same price for every thing in the market;

the farmer cannot dispose of his corn or cattle, though he must pay the same
rent to his landlord. The poverty and beggary and sloth which must ensue are

easily foreseen." I wish to add to that, that it appears to me from the context

that it is necessary, in order to make this applicable to the present time, to read

" money " where Mr. Hume uses the words " silver and gold," in consequence of

the alterations which have taken place since Mr. Hume wrote, or the phrase would

be limited to gold and silver money only ; I think paper money ought to be taken

into the account also. In another place he states, not exactly in the words I am
now about to read, but in sub.stance, " It is the money which circulates that

determines the prices, not the quantity of money in the country." He states

afterwards, " One of these two events must happen ; either the nation must destroy

public credit, or public credit will destroy the nation. It is impossible they can

both subsist after the manner they have been hitherto managed." I wish upon

that to make this observation, that it is a pity he did not begin that sentence by

saying it was in consequence of the manner in which they have been managed

that he apprehended the danger, rather than by stating the danger so positively,

for, I apprehend, all he meant to say of public credit was, that it must be better

managed in order to be preserved.

5079. What do you understand by being better managed ?—That again would

lead me into the whole question of the standard and the value of the currency
;

but I will state presently, in a word, what I mean, after I have read these extracts.

After glancing at what the House of Lords may do and what the House of Commons
may do, he goes on in these words :

" And perhaps, too, our foreign enemies may
be so politic as to discover that our safety lies in despair, and may not therefore

show the danger open and barefaced till it be inevitable. The balance of power

in Europe our grandfathers, our fathers and we, have all deemed too unequal to

be preserved without our attention and assistance ; but our children, weary of the

struggle, may .sit down and see their neighbours oppressed and conquered, till at

last they themselves and their creditors lie both at the mercy of the conqueror;

and this may be denominated the violent death of our public credit."' Mr. Mal-

thus says, " If the price of corn w'ere to fall to 50s. a quarter, and labour and

other commodities nearly in proportion, there can be no doubt that the stockholder

would be benefited unfairly at the expense of the industrious classes of .society,

and consequently at the expense of the wealth and prosperity of the whole

country." That was in a pamphlet written by Mr. Malthus, I think in the year

1815. I will now read an extract from a speech made by Lord Ashburton, in the

. 464. R R year
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B. S. Escoti.Esci. year 1822 or 1823. "He did not think the noble marquis, who had stated in

such forcible language the grievous injury which tampering' with the currency
25 March i8;}6. had inflicted on the aristocracy of the country, had at all over-rated it ; on that

aristocracy he had no claim, but still he thought it ought to be upheld. There
was not, he believed, a private family in the kingdom which had not been
impoverished in some degree by the system ; he himself knew instances in which
large nominal fortunes were left to the elder sons of respectable families, which
fortunes were not sufficient to discharge the incumbrances ; and if that was the

case with great fortunes, how stood the farmers throughout the country ? Their
situation was necessarily worse ; many of them who had laid aside money to

purchase land which they had partially mortgaged had been entirely ruined by
the speculation ; numeroiis families had been reduced to beggary, without perceiving

the invisible hand which had struck them down." I wish to read the next extract,

because it particularly supports my views in one suggestion I took the liberty of

making to this Committee. " If the circulation was placed on the broader basis

of two metals to the currency, there would be less danger of resorting again to

the paper system. If, too, the Bank had two currencies to work with, it would
greatly facilitate its operations in case of a demand for the precious metals, as

there was no country in Europe in which silver may not be had, in the event of a
run upon the Bank." It appears to me there is another reason in favour of a

silver standard as well as gold. It is sometimes said that it might be difficult for

the Bank to get silver in time, if they had to send across the sea for it ; but then

it is much more inconvenient to take away large sums in payment in silver than

in gold, and that, I apprehend, would operate to prevent runs.

5080. Would there not be a facility in obtaining silver, because if drafts are

drawn on the Continent silver can be obtained, as the draft? are answered in silver

and not in gold ?—Yes. I think I ought to mention to your Lordships, that in

the same speech Lord Ashburton, I think, uses the expression, that time is every

thing in those matters ; one in which I beg entirely to agree. The next extract

I am about to read is from a speech of Lord Brougham's, delivered May the 9th,

1822. In his opinion, the first thing that ought to be considered was the means
of escaping from the evil. It was immaterial whether taxation was admitted to

be the only cause of the evil ; if it was allowed to occasion a part of it, a reduc-

tion of taxation was the only remedy within our reach. He thought this ought
to be resorted to, in order to avoid the necessity of again interfering with the

currency. Upon that I would observe, that the question is, according to Lord
Brougham, whether, under the present circulation of the country, the taxation

has been so far reduced as to enable us to bear it now, though we could not bear

it then. He goes on, " That should be the ullimiim I'emedium. If the return

to cash payments had been accompanied by measures which, in his opinion, were
necessary, he should have considered it his most sacred duty to support that

act of the Legislature which restored metallic currency. But it was never to be

sufficiently deplored that, when that measure was resolved upon. Parliament did

not sufficiently consider the state of the country, and the effect which it would
produce upon a most important class of the people. In his opinion, any attempt

to tamper with the currency after it had been placed on its present footing would
show that we were reduced to something like extremity. He implored the House
to avoid this evil, by having recourse to the only means by which it could be

avoided, a reduction of taxation. Let them afford every relief which it was
practicable to afford to agriculture, by taking off those numerous and heavy

duties by which it was now borne down. If all should prove unavailing, let them
come to that which he would certainly fain avoid, if possible." There is another

speech of Lord Brougham's, made in the same year, on the 12th of May 1822,

from which I have not made any quotation, but I will beg of your Lordships to

read the whole speech ; that was a speech made in support of Mr. Western's

motion for a committee to revise the currency, for which Lord Brougham voted.

The speech sets out with stating, that " his doubt was, whether the standard

ought not to have been fixed lower." There is also a speech of Lord Brougham's
on the former corn laws, which appears to me of the greatest possible importance.

I would beg to state another opinion of mine, in which I am confirmed, within the

last two or three days, by looking back at the speeches of Mr. Pitt, and reading

the evidence given by Mr. Pitt before a certain Secret Committee, and endea-

vouring to take a view of the historical facts respecting Mr. Pitt's administration.

One of the great causes of the evils under which we are labouring, I believe, is,

that
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that Mr. Pitt's policy, in the instance of the sinking fund, lias not been acted on U. S. lUcuii, E^q.

and followed up. If I am obliged to put my finger on any measure which I

consider necessary to restore the prosjjerity of the land-owner, and do no injury, ^5 March iSaG.

but add in tlic greatest possible degree to the security of public faith, I should

say it would be for a government to act precisely on the principles laid down by
Mr. Pitt, in re-establishing the sinking fund.

5081. By paying oft' the one per cent.?—By constantly reducing the sum total

of the debt ; such a sinking fund as would enable us really and substantially to

pay oft debt. 1 his appears to me the proper way to manage public credit.

5082. Would not that oblige us to raise a larger amount of taxes ?—Yes, it

possibly might, though I do not know that ; but 1 think one of the greatest evils

to the country has been the taking olf the taxes, and such taxes too, in the manner
of late years, and violating the faith of Parliament by not keeping up the sinking

fund, as Mr. Pitt promised for his successors. It is that whicli has brouglit us

into our present situation more than any thing else.

5083. Have you made a calculation how much the national debt would have

been reduced if the sinking fund had been kept up?— 1 have not such a calcu-

lation here ; but it might have been reduced, I apprehend, at least a third

already.

5084. Do you think, in the state of the country, the sinking fund would have

been kept up?— I think so ; I am not aware why it should not ; but that certainly

depends on other questions. I think that if it was possible to keep up a strong

government in the country it might have been done ; if it was possible there

should be a government in the country strong enough to resist public clamour,

and think of nothing but the utility of its measures. Vour Lordships know all

these things much better than I do. But there is another matter upon which all

the importance of these questions depends ; it is a thing we have no sufticient

experiment of as yet, but the immediate usefulness of all your Lordships' labours

will depend upon it ; I mean whether, under the present circumstances of the

State, and new arrangements made and to be made, the land and the labour and

the property of the country have a sufticient share in the system of its legislation.

I will not venture to give an opinion to your Lordships on such a point, but it is

at least very unsatisfactory to suggest legislative remedies without knowing all

which is to be done, and the power of doing it ; it is like a stranger sitting down
to regulate the economy of a family, without knowing what is the income of the

pater-familias, or to what professions he intends to bring up his children.

[The Witness is db'ectedto withdraw.

William Blamire, Esq., a Member of the House of Commons, attending, is w,,,. niamre,E%c[.

Examined, as follows :

—

m p.

5085. YOU are a Member of Parliament for the Eastern Division of the

county of Cumberland?—I am.

5086. Are you acquainted with agriculture?— I have had considerable expe-

rience in all rural matters for upwards of 20 years past.

5087. What sort of land is there in that county generally ?—We have every

variety of soil, from lauds not worth more than 2 5. (jd. an acre to lands worth

3/. an acre or upwards.

5088. What is the state of the farming interest in that part of the country?

—

The state of the farming interest in the county of Cumberland is generally

extremely depressed, more perhaps than in many other counties, from this circum-

stance, that very large tracts of common land have, in the last 15 years, been

brought into cultivation, not contaiiung in themselves a sufticient innate fertility

to continue permanently to produce good crops ; those crops have very much

fallen oflt, and the tenants have become extremely depressed, and been driven to

have recourse, in order to raise the rent for the landlord, to improper modes of

cultivation, occasioning the exhaustion of the land.

5089. Cross-cropping, as it is called ?— Yes, taking too large a quantity of

corn.

5090. What is the state of the farmers in other lands not of the description you

have now mentioned?—The state of the farmers on the better land is not very

materially different to that it has been for a number of years past. I conceive

great exertions have been made in recent years to put the lands of the first quality

into a high state of cultivation, from a greater quantity of draining, from the

464. R R 2 purchase
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H'm. Blantire, Esq. purchase of more artificial manure, and that the product on those lands has not
M.p- deteriorated; but on the inferior soils there is a very great difference indeed;

"T; T ^ r and, generallv speaking, the agricultural interest in the county of Cumberland is
25 March iB-^S.

o ^ r o' o j
o i« I. 10 ^gj,^ much reduced.

5091. Which is the largest proportion, the poor lands or those of a better

quality ?—The inferior land bears the largest proportion.

5092. Then you would say that, generally speaking, the agriculturists in that
part of the country are depressed ?—Yes.

5093. What is the state of the labourers?—The state of the labourers, more
especially in the county of Cumberland, from various local circumstances, is

better than it has usually been, from the accidental circumstances of railways and
canals, the demand for an unusual quantity of labour ; and that description of
labourer has not felt the adversity of the farmers to the same degree one would
suppose he might.

5094. Has the cultivation of land in Cumberland been decreased?—A con-
siderable quantity of inferior land is thrown out of cultivation.

5095. How do the poor find employment in the country where that has taken
place ?—We have in the county of Cumberland no surplus labour ; we import, if

I may so say, a quantity of labour at various seasons of the year ; the demand for

labour has been remarkably great, so much so, that if the farmer did not give

employment to the people about him, they immediately found it elsewhere ; but
that is owing to the adventitious circumstance of railways and canals, and various

demands for labour created there.

5096. Are the tenantry in general in a bad or a good state?—The tenantry are

in a bad state, a very depressed state.

5097. Can they pay their rents except by cropping their lands in the way you
speak of?—The tenants of inferior soils cannot pay their rents without giving up
to their landlord a part of the fee simple every year.

5098. You mean by taking too much off?—Yes ; if the estate were for sale

it would probably sell for about as much less at the present moment as the

difference as compared with what it would a few years ago when it was in a better

state.

5099. Have rents been reduced in that county ?—Rents have been reduced,

but not to the great extent one might have supposed they ought to have been,

and that they necessarily would have been, but for the great competition for

farms.

5100. The competition for farms has kept up the rents?—Yes.

5101. How do you account for that competition, when farming is so unprofit-

able a business ?—I conceive it is solely to be accounted for in this way, that the

pressure of the population against the cultivated lands of the country is so great,

that it is not in every man's power to find a situation for himself to fix on ; and
that makes a competition for lands greater than I ever befoi'e knew it.

5102. They will not quit their lands, although they can get nothing for the

cultivation of them?—Although they are quite certain they must be ruined, or

at all events certain they shall have no return for their labour, they are necessi-

tated to have some place on which to live, and they have no means of turning

themselves to any thing else.

5103. Do you know any instances of farmers being already ruined ?—Great

numbers.

51 04. Reduced to the greatest distress ?—Yes ; and in that part of the country

we have a great number of small estates men.

5105. You mean men who have a small farm of their own?—A small property

of their own.

5106. They are yeomen, in fact?—Yes.

5107. What is the condition of those persons ?—The condition of those persons

is, generallv speaking, most pitiable at the present moment ; they are, as a body,

in fact, ceasing to exist at all, the pressure of the times has been so great upon
them ; and from the unfortunate circumstance of the father of a family having

settled a provision for hisjounger children upon the estate, in many instances an

inducement, during the high prices of the war, was held out to them to improve

their farms in every possible way ; their condition at the present moment is truly

lamentable ; a vast number of those properties has passed from the possession of

the yeomen, and there are others that must ere long pass away.

5108. Have
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5108. Have those who still retain possession of their lands incumbered them by Wm. Blamre, Esq.

mortgages?—There are very few men in that rank of life who have not, to a '^•''•

greater or less degree, incumbered their property. """ ~ T"

5109. Is not that the case with the gentry and small freeholders?— It is.
'^^ ^^^ '"^ '

5110. Have any land-owners of the county gone to reside in more humble
situations ?—There are some instances of yeomen having sold their properties and

gone abroad ; but not in that part of the county many instances of gentlemen

having done so.

5111. From your observation, is the emigration of those persons and their part-

ing with their property the effect of any imprudence on their part, or merely the

pressure of the times ?—By no means the effect of any imprudence on their part,

but solely from the pressure of the times ; I believe there is no set of men in the

world who live so poorly as that class of persons do, in comparison to the work they

undergo.

5112. Do they manage their farms well ?—They manage their farms as well as

men so circumstanced can be expected to do, with as much reference to frugality

and to every sort of management and desire to produce crops as can be seen

any where ; more capital might, no doubt, be advantageously expended in the

farms.

5113. Is there any want of good management, or is that occasioned by the

distress of their circumstances r— Certainly, and not by the want of competence

and knowledge ; there is no man to be found who does not know how to make the

utmost of his land under the circumstances, if he had the means.

5114. Do you state that many of the lands are over-cropped ?—Very much over-

cropped.

5115. Has the cultivation of other lands been given up in consequence of the

poverty of the tenants ?—In consequence of the poverty of the tenants some has

ceased to be cultivated at all, and I conceive a much greater portion of land

would cease to be, but that it is not unusual for the landlord to say to the tenant,

" Instead of giving any greater reduction of rent, I will expend a certain amount of

money in draining or in the purchase of artificial manure, which is to you equi-

valent to a reduction of rent, and from my pleasure in seeing my estate improved

and looking better f that has been done to a considerable extent by the more
wealthy landlords.

5116. Has that been to such an extent as to account for the difference of rent

now and formerly?— No, I do not think it has altogether ; it has had a consider-

able effect ; but I think the high proportion the rents at the present moment bear

to the proportion they ought to have borne when compared with the price of pro-

duce, is to be attributed more to the pressure of the population than to that cir-

cumstance of the rents appearing nominally higher, which the landlord really

does not put into his pocket.

5117. You say those improvements have been attended with considerable

expense to the landlord ?—No doubt.

5118. That would justify some rise of rent, of course ?—Not a rise of rent, but

a continuance of the old rent, on an understanding on the part of the landlord

that he will expend a part of that rent in the improvement of the land for the

farmer.

5119. Since what time has the great depression in the agricultural interest taken

place?—Since the year 1816.

5 1 20. From what do you suppose that originated r—The alteration of the

currency was the first aff"ecting cause, I conceive.

5121. Speaking from your own observation, can you take upon yourself to

attribute it to that principally ?—I feel very confident that that was the case.

5122. Do you attribute it to any other cause ; importations from other countries,

for instance?—No doubt there was a very great importation in the year 1815,

which had a very considerable effect, and the consumption has materially

increased.

5123. From whence was that importation?—From various parts of the Continent.

5124. Do the Irish importations reach your—On our side of the kingdom
we are very materially affected by Liverpool being virtually the granary of

Ireland.

5125. Have the importations from Ireland, in your opinion, depressed the

prices of agricultural produce in the English market ?—They have had a very

464. R R 3 striking
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n »!. Blaniire,Esq. Striking effect, and, perhaps, a more conspicuous effect on the price of animal
'^^- food than on the price of corn.—

;
- 5126. Has it been great on the price of corn ?—No doubt it has, since the

25 March 1836.
passing ^f sj^ JqIj^ Newport's Act.

5127. That was in 1826?— I think it was.

[Mr. Blamire withdraws.

Mr. William Summei's is called in ; and Examined, as follows ;

M r. Wm. Svm,.ers. 5,38. YOU live at Ilton, in Somersetshire ?—I do.

5129. You are a land-surveyor?— I am.
« 5130. Are 3^ou extensively employed in that line ?—I am.

5131. The land in that part of the county is, generally speaking, very good, is

it not?—Generally speaking, it is, but very variable.

5132. How long have you been acquainted with agriculture ?—Thirty years, or

more ; in fact, all my life.

5133. What is the state of agriculture in that county at this time ?—It is in a

depressed state, a very depressed state.

5134. Can the tenants pay their rents ?—Not generally .speaking.

5135. Is that the case in a great degree ?— It is.

5136. Are the rents moderate ?—They are more moderate than they have been.

5137. They have been reduced ?—They have been.

5138. To what extent have they been reduced?—There have been various

reductions; I should say from 10 per cent, to 20 or 25, in some instances.

5139. From what time ?—Within the last 20 years.

5140. Are they reduced as low as, considering the expense that the landlords

have been at in improvements, they can be fairly expected to be ?— 1 think

quite so.

5141. At those reduced rents, can the farmers go on with their business?

—

Certainly not ; it is principally so on arable land.

51.^2. Have there a great many thrown up their farms in your neighbourhood ?

—Not a great many, but there are some.

5143. Do you think they pay their rents out of their capital ?

—

Yes, in many
instances.

5144. For how long a time have they been paying their rents out of their

capital ?—In some instances, I think, they have done so since 1822.

5145. Did the distress begin in 1S21 and 1822?—Yes.

5146. To what do you attribute that?— I think the first cause was the with-

drawing of one-pound notes, and the diminution of the circulating medium.

5147. Has the distress continued uninterrupted up to the present time, or have
there been suspensions of it?—There have been suspensions of it.

.5148. Do you recollect when those .suspensions took place?—I think about

1824 or 1825.

5149. M'hen did the distress return again ?—I think that the suspension was
only for about two or three years, to any extent.

5150. Has it continued ever since?—Yes.

5151. Has it increased?—Certainly.

5152. When was it greatest?—I think it was greatest in 1821 and 1822 ; that

it was worse then than at present.

.5153. Just at this present time the prices of corn and other things have risen?

—Yes, a little.

5154. Do you think the tenants have more capital now than they had in 1821

and 1822?—b no, I think not.

5155. Of course, if the capital is decreased, they must be worse off now than

they were then?—Certainly.

.5156. Though since that there has been a suspension of the depression of

prices ?—Certainly.

5157. They have never been relieved from the distress that was brought upon

themiin 1821 and 1822?— Certainly not, though prices have got up since that.

5158. Have many farmers been broken up in your neighbourhood ?—Many.

51.59. How far round are you acquainted with the state of the farmers?—For

^5 miles round Taunton to Ilminster.

51(10. A better
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ri\Cio. A bettor part of tlic country, in point of land, there cannot be, can tliere ( ]Mr. Wm. Sununen.
•— 1 should think not. . .

5161. Yet, in that part of the country the tenantry arc distressed ?— Yes. 26 Marcli 183G.

516-2. Are poor-rates high in that part of the county r—Some parishes are
much more burthened with poor than others.

5163. Are the labourers pretty well employed in that part of the country?—Yes.

5164. How do you account for that, when the farmers are distressed ?—They
have got more into the habit of growing flax in the good soils.

5165. They grew more flax 20 or yO years ago than now, did they not?—

I

believe they grow about the same.

51 66. Would it not relieve the farmers, and add to the market for labour, if the
growth of flax in your county was encouraged?—Certainly.

5167. If foreign flax was shut out by duties ?—Yes ; flax has been very low till

within the last two years.

5168. What has the rise been owing to?— I apprehend that the crops abroad
have not been so good.

5169. There is no crop that employs so great a number of labourers as flax, is

there?—No.

5170. So that the increase of the growth of flax would be a great relief to '

the agriculturist?—Yes.

5171. Flax is a very impoverishing crop, is it not?— It is not so long in the
ground, therefore I do not think it impoverishes so much as many other crops.

5172. It is sown in the spring?—Yes.

5 1 73. Does it leave the ground dirty, or not ?—No ; we make our land parti-

cularly clean to get the flax in.

5174. You have hemp also in your county?—Yes.

5175. There is no litter goes into the farm-yard ?—No ; 1 have here a statement

of the expense of cultivating an acre of flax.

[The same is delivered in, and I'ead, and is asfolbws :]

Expenses for the Cultivation of an Acre of Flax.

Rent and extra manure (being the best of his lands), and not paid the tenant

the rent given the last two years - -

Ploughing, rolling, dragging and harrowing in the seed - - - _

Seed, on the average, two bushels per acre, 10 s. (once in four or five years

Russia Riga seed is sown, and costs almost always in cleaning, carriage, &c.

1 1, per bushel) ----------_
Pulling and liquor per acre -----.__-
Binding ditto and liquor --------- -3
Threshing and winnowing --------- -7
Spreading and turning it five or six times --.----4
Weeding and sowing ------- --__i
Dressing out the flax (liquor, &c., included, and carriage to market), 3o dozen

per acre, at 1 s. C d. per dozen - - - - - - - - 212
Tithes in general ----------- _5
Parish rates -------------6

(Cr.)

By 35 dozen per acre, at 6 s. per dozen - - .

By 10 bushels of seed, on the average, 6 s. per bushel
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Mr. Wm. Summers, 5179. That prevented the growing of it ?—Yes.

5180. Would ground that will grow wheat do for flax?—Yes.
95 March 1836. ^^gj g^ ^^^^^ if there is too great a quantity of wheat, that quantity might be

diminished if the farmer could profitably cultivate flax?—Yes, but not all

wheat land; it is the best land; the cold soils which raise wheat will not

raise flax.

5182. You do not consider it an exhausting crop }—No ; but it leaves nothing

for the land.

5183. It does not exhaust like potatoes?—No.

5184. Do you generally manure for flax r—Yes, unless it is after the breaking

up, then we make the flax the first crop.

5185. Is the price you have given for flax the present price ?—Yes, the average

present price; there has been some sold as high as 7s. per dozen, and some as

low as 5i:

,5186. Is the price you have given that which you think may be reckoned on ?

— It is a very varying article; if there is an importation in this spring, which is

talked of in the flax market, it will be 1 /. or 21. less.

5187. Could you expect that price unless the import duties were raised?—No,
I think not ; I recollect when it was 10/.

5188. Is any further process carried on in your neighbourhood with the flax?

—

Within 20 miles round a great deal of it is manufactured.

51 89. Does that employ a great many people upon it ?—Yes.

5190. Do you think the country in general would be likely to benefit largely

if encouragement were given to the home produce of flax ?—Yes, that is my
opinion.

5191. Would that tend to improve the condition of the farmers by its eflfect on

their neighbours ?— Certainly.

5192. Are you aware what sum an acre of flax would set in motion ?—No, I

am not ; that is a question a tradesman could answer better.

5193. The hackling is done in the neighbourhood ?—Yes.

5104. What sort of soil is best calculated for it ?—Fine rich loamy soil.

5195. Will it grow on clay ?—Yes, but not so well.

5196. On light sandy land?—No, not so well ; it will grow on lime, but not so

well as on a rich loamy soil.

5197. What quantity of wheat per acre do you think this land will grow, on

which you calculate this product of flax ?—That depends on the seasons ; I

have seen, on an average, on a farm from 20 to 30, and, on an average, 15 bushels

of wheat an acre.

5198. Have you made a statement of the expense of the cultivation of corn, and

the profits ?— I have; I have taken it on the four-course system.

[The Accotmt is delivered in, and read, and is as follows :'\

Statement of the Expense of the Cultivation of an Acre of Arable Land, on the Four-

course System, and the Profit or Loss thereon.

1832 :

Average rent for an acre of arable land, 28 s., say one year and a half

Two plouo;hings, dragging, sowing, &c. ------
Lime carriage, managing the same-------
Seed wheat, two bushels (1832), cost 7 s. per bushel - - -

Weeding, 3 s. ; tithe, about l-'j s. ; reaping, 7 s. - - - -

Poor, church and highway rates, about ------
Interest of capital for a year and a half

Produce, 24 bushels, at 6 s. 6 <^., in 1833, is
------

Loss ----£.

£. s.

2 2

1 10

2 5

- 14
1 5
- 6

8 2
- 12

8 14

7 16

Ploughiii;:
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1833:

Ploughing and preparing the land for turnips, say four ploughings, at 7 s.

eacii, 1/. 8 s. ; rolling and liunowing, three times, each at 3 s., i>4. -

Manure with fold of sheep or dung - ___..-.
Seed, 2 lbs., 2s. ; hoeing, &c., ."i s. --...---
Rent, half a year, as the above was taken at one year and a half; taxes, as

above, 2 s.-

Tithes

Interest _ - - - -

Value of the crop, if fed on the same

Loss

1834:

Ploughing, rolling, harrowing, &c., for barley - - -

Seed, five bushels, at 3 s. 3<f. per bushel, 16 s. 3 d. ; taxes, 4 s.

Rent, 1/. 8s. ; tithes, 10.s.

Interest

Straw of each crop to pay for threshing and harvesting. —
Produce about 32 bushels, at 3 s. 3 (/. - - - - -£:54-

1835 :

Grass seeds sown with the barley, 1 peck of rye or ever grass, at Is. ad.;

15 lbs. of white or red clover, at id. per lb., 8s. 9rf.

Rent, 1^.8 s.; tithes, 4s. ; taxes, 4s; cutting, 7s. - - . - -

Interest ... _-_--._...
Produce, one ton and a half of hay, at 2Z. 10 s. per ton

Outgoings for 1832 -
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Mr. irm. Sumniers. Amoi'nt of Capital for purchasing tlie Live and Dead Stock employed——— • 100 Acres of good Land, supposing to commence at Michaelmas, taking

25 March 1836. Dead Stock at a valuation :

—

16 acres of hay, at 30 cwt. per acre, at 2 s. per cwt. - - - . .

3 horses, at 18/. each ----------
4 working oxen, at 12/. each ------__
3 cows, at 10/. 10 s. each ---------

30 store ewes, at 30s. each ---------
30 one-year old sheep, at 254'. each ----_-.
1 ram _._---.----_
3 two-year old beasts, at 8 /. each -------
3 yearlings, at 4/. each ---------
1 yearling colt -----------
1 sow pig ------------
6 store pigs -----------
2 waggons------------
2 carts, or putts-----------
2 ploughs ------------
1 pair of drags -----------
2 pair of harrows ----------
2 rollers -----..--__.
Winnowing machine ----------
2 dozen sacks, at 36 s. per dozen --i-----

Winnowing sheet-----------
2 waggon lines -----------

Horse harness, 2 breechings, and 3 single harness collars, halters, &c.

Bridle and saddle-----------
Casks, daily and brewing utensils, cider vats, &c. - - - _ -

Forks, rakes, shovels and dung-forks -------
Yokes, bows and chains ---------
Measures and seed lips, crow and iron bars ------
Gate hurdles, for parting turnips, 10 dozen, at 10 5. per dozen - - -

Half-year's rent -----------
Poor, church and highway rates --------
Wages for manual labour, 8 s. per week for three men, and 4 s. per week for

a strong lad, hay and corn harvest included ; also two women, hay-making,
weeding, apple-picking, kc, say three months, at 4 s. per week each

Beer and cider for manual labour, including mowing, reaping in hay and
corn harvest, 17 hogsheads, at 25 s. per hogshead - - - - -

Blacksmith's bills ----------
Carpenter's bills -----------
Seed wheet, 46 bushels, at 5 s. 6 <f. per bushel •---.-
Seed lent corn, 56 bushels, at 4s. per bushel ------
300 hogsheads or quarters of lime, at 1 s. 8 <i. -

Farrier, 2/. 10s. ; harness man, 2 /. 10 s. - ------
Market and fair expenses ---------
Grass seeds------------

on a Farm of

the Live and

£. s. d.

48 - -

54 - -

48 - -

31 10 -

45 - -

37 10 -

5 - —
24 - -
12 - -
7 - -
1 10 -
3 - -

40 - -
15 - -

5 - -
3 - -

2 - -
10 - -

3

2

1

7

5

30

1

3

1

5

75

20

78 -

21 5

9 10
6 6

12 13

11 4

25 -

5 -
5 -
6 10

12 -

734 10

5205. Have you prepared any other account of the produce of 100 acres of

land ?— I have.

[The scnne is delivered in, and read, and is asfoUoics ;]

Tlie Produce of lOO Acres of the Average of the best Land in the Vale of Taunton,
farmed as follows :

—

23 aa'es of wheat, 25 bushels per acre, at 5s. per bushel - - - -

14 acres of lent corn, barley, beans and peas, 35 bushels per acre, at 4s. per

bushel ------------
3 cows, at 8 /. each (one of which a heifer) ------
2 oxen, sold annually, at 18/. each -------
1 cow or heifer -----------

30 fat sheep, at 100 pounds (ewes and wethers), at 4J i. per pound
1 pack and three quarters of wool, at 15/. per pack - - - -

3 acres orchard, at 8 hogsheads per acre on an average, 25s. per hogshead,

for 40 hogsheads ----------
1 colt, bred to keep up the horses once in two or three years - - -

1 acre of potatoes-----------
10 acres of turnips, consumed by the keep of sheep, &c. - - - -

Pigs, poultry, and a few grass seeds grown, on an average, say, - - -

Amount of earnings during the year, on an average, for labour done on the

roads, and carriage of coal for burning lime, <fec., say - - . _

Gross produce - - - - - £

£.
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The produce consumed by the cattle and
on the farm.

£.
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Mr. U'vi. Summers. 521 4. Have you any means of knowing the expense of growing corn in Ireland ?

—No.
25 March 1836. 52 1 5. Is the importation confined to corn ?^No, there is a great deal of cattle

and pigs, and so on.

5216. Has the importation increased of late?—Yes, very rapidly within the last

five or six years.

5217. Has it increased year by year since that time?—Yes, it has.

5218. Have you any means of knowing whether our prices have gone down as

the importations from Ireland have increased ?—They have, certainly.

5219. When you have found a great importation from Ireland, has that

depressed our price ?—Yes, it has.

5220. Do you ever go to the Bristol market?— I never go to market there; I

am frequently at Bristol.

5221. Have you the means of knowing that great quantities of Irish produce
come to the market now, greater than formerly ?—Yes.

5222. Do you visit Gloucester?—No.

.5223. Do you visit any of the ports below Bristol ?—Yes.

5224. Bridgewater, for instance?—Yes, there is a great deal of Irish produce
comes to Bridgewater.

5225. Does a much greater quantity of Irish produce come there than for-

merly—Yes.

5226. Is that the case lower down?— I cannot speak to Minehead,but I believe
it is so.

5227. Have you any doubt that it is the introduction of those articles from
Ireland which has contributed to press down very considerably the price of all

articles ?—No doubt of it
;
particularly within the last two or three years.

5228. Has it pressed it down so much that it is difficult, if not impossible, if

it presses further, to go on ?—Certainly.

5229. Is there an increase in the quantity of wheat grown in your district?

—

I think, with the exception of some large inclosures which have caused wheat to

be grown, otherwise I should say, there is less rather than more, latterly.

5230. When you state that 4^d. is the price which would be paid, at what
time do you reckon upon those sheep being killed ?—About Michaelmas ; our
average prices, between that and Ladyday, for our heavy sheep, have been about
that.

5231. Is that about the time of the year you sell them?—Yes; from Michael-
mas to Ladyday.

5232. That has been the average price?—Yes ; it is rather more now.

5233. What is the price of beef now ?—About 9*. &d. a score.

5234. About how much a pound?—They retail it at about 6d.

5235. Supposing the price of beef was higher, would not that give you a better

price for your sheep ?—Yes.

5236. Do not you conceive, that if an additional duty were imposed on foreign

tallow, that would be a great advantage to the farmers ?—Yes.

5237. Since what time have the sheep sold as low as 4|c?.—In 1821 and 1822
we sold our heavy sheep at Sd. a. pound.

5238. Fat ones?—Yes.

5239. How do you account for mutton not having been under 6d. and 7 d. in

the market of late ?—I suppose we should not get now for our heavy sheep more
than 5^d.

5240. That is taking the whole ?—Yes, alive.

5241. From your experience in farming, is it your opinion that the farmers

can get their implements and other articles they want at a cheaper rate than
formerly, or otherwise?— I do not think they can get any thing at a cheaper rate

than formerly.

5242. Neither farming implements nor clothing ?—I think that clothing is

cheaper.

5243. Do you think there is much dilFerence in the price of clothing?—Yes.

5244. Is there any alteration with respect to the durability of articles ?—I think

they are not so strong as they were in my recollection.

5245. What is your opinion of the cultivation of wheat in your neighbour-

hood ?— It is very much lessened.

.5246. How do you account for that?—By the greatly increased growth of

potatoes.

.5247. Is
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5247. Is that greatly increased growth of potatoes by farmers?—By small Mr. /Km Siimmcis.

farmers.

5248. What has indii<;ed them to make that change in their food now that -zr, March i8;)0.

wheat has become so much cheaper ?— It has been increasing, and has now be-

come such a habit, I think the people are better satisfied with potatoes than bread,

as they used it since my recollection.

5249. Do they eat more meat?— I think they do ; I think there is more bacon

eaten, and more pigs killed by the poor people ; in my recollection the labourer

used to take his crust of bread in the morning, and live upon it for the day ; and

now the wife or some of the family bring them their potatoes twice or three times

a day.

5250. Hot potatoes ?— Yes.

5251. Do they generally bring them with the potatoes any meat?—Sometimes

they do ; sometimes nothing but potatoes.

5252. Do you consider that the change has arisen from the labourer being in

a more distressed situation?—Yes, I consider that the original cause; and per-

haps it now operates in a measure.

5253. When you consider the price of wages now and the price of corn, do you

think that they are in a worse situation than they were?—No, I think they are

better off in the neighbourhood than I ever knew them.

5254. Then the change of food does not arise from their being in a worse

situation ?—No, I think not.

5255. What do they do with the rest; do they put it into the savings banks ?

—No, they go to beer-shops with it.

52.56. Then the inference is, that there may be more barley consumed?

—

I think there is.
*

5257. Can you estimate the proportion of the decreased consumption of wheat;

suppose a labourer consumed before 12 bushels of wheat, what would he consume

now?— I should think that it would be very nearly half the diflerence within my
recollection.

52.58. Do you speak of a labourer, his wife and three children?-—Yes ; that

they do not use half the quantity of wheat and flour they used in my recollection.

5259. Do you recollect their using any inferior article of corn than wheat ?

—

Yes, they used barley.

5260. Do they use it now?—No ; I think that they use peas sometimes.

5261. Peas are as dear as wheat, are they not.—Yes.

5262. Do peas go further than wheat?— I think they do ; but that is merely

matter of guess ; in some parts of our country we have very good fine white peas.

5263. How do they use them ?—They boil them and make soup.

5264. Do you think they have increased in the use of them ?—No, I do not

think they have.

5265. Do you remember when the lower orders of people in the western parts

of England were chiefly fed on barley?—Yes, I recollect it perfectly well ; in 1800

and 1801, the dear times, they used a great deal of barley, and before that.

5266. They never touched wheaten bread, scarcely?—Not much.

5267. Do you think they eat a great deal more wheaten bread now than they

did then ?•—I do not think they do.

526S. You think the potato has supplied the use of barley ?—Yes.

5269. Barley is scarcely eaten by them at all now ?— I think not.

5270. The crop of potatoes is worth more than the crop of wheat?—Generally

speaking, it is.

5271. Is it not the interest of the farmer, if the landlord will let him, to grow

potatoes rather than wheat ?—Yes, they make a great deal more money.

5272. It injures the farm, does it not?—Very much indeed.

5273. So that the tenant who pays his rent by growing potatoes instead of

wheat, is paying the landlord out of his own money?—Yes; but still it is

increasing.

5274. Do you think that increase is owing to the poverty of the tenants ?—In
many instances it is.

5275. Must not that have a very ruinous effect on the lands of this country?

—

Yes, I think so.

5276. Will it not be also injurious to the poor to reduce them to potato

food ?— I do not know that ; I think that the poor are as healthy as they were,

5277. If the potato crop fails, is there any thing to retreat on ?— No.

464. ss 3 5278. If
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Mr. Wm. Summers. .'^2y<i. If the wheat crop failed, they could resort to other grain ?—Yes.

5279. Is not there, therefore, more danger of distress in case of famine?—Yes.
23 March 183G. 5280. You would not, as a land-surveyor, and assisting gentlemen in purchasing

landed property, advise them to allow their tenants to grow potatoes to any great

extent, would you ?—Certainly not.

5281. Up to what period of the year do the old potatoes last?—Till August
;

the new potatoes come in in plenty. They have different sorts of potatoes now;
the}' have the apple potato, as they call it, in our county.

5282. They are very much deteriorated at this season of the year ?—Yes, but

still they keep them pretty good.

5283. What eifect have the beer-shops had in your neighbourhood?—^A very

bad one ; I think they have demoralized the poorer classes very much.

5284. Has the allotment system contributed to the growth of potatoes ?-—Yes.

5285. To any great degree?—Yes, to a very great degree in our neighbour-

hood.

52S6. Is the greatest occasion for the cultivation of potatoes that you have
alluded to the poverty of the farmers ?—Yes.

5287. Do they keep more pigs under the allotment system than they used to

do?—Yes. I think it is not so much the allotment system as the taking half an
acre or a quarter of an acre of potatoes of their masters; that is the way they do
it there ; they all keep a little pig, and some two or three.

5288. Do they keep the pig for their own consumption or for sale ?—Sometimes
they consume it ; sometimes they do not.

5289. Sometimes perhaps they keep more than one pig?—Yes.

5290. Would the beer-shops be prevented, in some measure, by getting rid of the

duty on malt?— Yes, I should think they would ; it is not so much the beer-shops

as the cider-shops in our county.

5291. Would that also increase the growth of barley ?—I think the consumption

of barley is greater since the beer-shops have been established than before.

5292. Is the consumption of barley diminished by the heavy tax On malt?—No
doubt it must be so.

5293. Is that an injury to the farmers ?—Certainly, it must be.

5294. Have you any practical experience of fatting stock with malt?—No;
no such thing is done with us.

5295. Do you ever fat with damaged wheat or damaged barley ?—No. I think

damaged wheat has been consumed in some few instances, but not worth

mentioning; we have very fine grazing land in our neighbourhood.

5296. You do not buy much oil-cake in your neighbourhood?—No; all we
grow is mangel-wurzel and swede turnips for grazing stock.

5297. Do you think flax would be cultivated to any considerable extent if the

importation of it was prevented ?— I think it would.

5298. You think that would be a great advantage to the farmer ?—Yes.

5299. Do you say the same as to hemp ?—Yes ; but that does not produce so

much labour as flax.

5300. Do you recollect when there was a bounty on the growth of flax ?—Yes.

5301. Was there more flax grown then?— Yes.

5302. That bounty is taken off?—Yes, it is.

[T/ie Witness is directed to withdraio.

Ordered) that this Committee be adjourned to the Second day after the Recess.

Die Lunce, 9° Maii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

James Pattison, Esq., a Member of the House of Commons, attending, is

called in j and Examined, as follows :

/. Pattison, Esq. 5303. YOU are member for the city of London ?—I am.
M-p- 5304. And governor of the Bank?— I am.

5305- How long have you been a Bank Director?—Since the year 1813.
9 May 1836. ^^C't). Were
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5306. Were you a director during tlie year 1816, when Lord Liverpool's Bill /. Patiisou, F.jq.

passed ?— I do not recollect the year ; I think I was out by rotation .in that year. *•''

5307. You were then connected with the city of London and with the Bank ?

—Yes. 9 May' 536.

5308. Do you know whether there were any complaints among the merchants,

at the time of the bringing in that Bill, of the inconvenience arising from the

double standard ?— 1 cannot recollect.

5309. If there had been any great complaint, so as to warrant such an alteration,

you would have heard of it?— 1 think so.

5310. Do you think if any particular complaint had been made of the double

standard, and any wish expressed by any considerable number of persons in the

city that an alteration should be made in that respect, you should have heard of

it?—Such complaints may have been made, and may have escaped my recol-

lection.

531 1. You have no recollection of such a circumstance?—None whatever.

5312. During the time that the Bank Restriction Bill was in operation, the

alteration that was made in 1816 was in fact a dead letter?— I do not precisely

remember the alteration in 1816.

5313. You are, of course, aware that in 1816 the silver standard was put an end

to?— I am not aware the silver standard was put an end to in 1816 ; in that year

an Act passed, I believe, for a new silver coinage.

5314. Taking away the silver standard as long as the Bank Restriction Act
was in operation, of course it could have no effect one way or the other ?— I should

presume not.

5315. How long was it after the Bank Restriction Act was repealed before the

Bank were in difficulties, in consequence of the drain upon it?—The Bank expe-

rienced a serious pressure in 1825, which the public is perfectly acquainted with.

5316. The Committee do not mean to insinuate that the Bank was in any
serious difficulty, except the difficulty of getting gold on that run ; were not they

in great difficulty from not being able to find gold in 1825 ?—Undoubtedly ; the

fact is well known, as given in evidence before former Parliamentary Committees.

5317. Had not some millions of gold been drawn out of the Bank very shortly

before that, and sent abroad?—There were very large drains from abroad, in

addition to large drains from the country.

5318. You have not the means of knowing that very large quantities were sent

abroad at that time ?—There is no doubt there must have been.

5319. How many millions do you suppose went abroad?—It is difficult to

ascertain the amount, as no return to be depended on is made of the exportation

of bullion.

5320. Was not the quantity of gold drawn out at that time drawn out by a

very few individuals ?— I am not aware of it.

5321. To what amount was the gold in the Bank, in bullion and in coin, at

that time reduced ?—To a very small sum.

5322. To what amount?—Under, perhaps, somewhere about half a million
;

perhaps less ; I am not certain at this moment.

5323. Perhaps you know the individual by whom it was brought back in this

country ; was not a large sum paid him for bringing it back ?—I am aware of

who was the individual you allude to ; he made a considerable profit by the

transaction entrusted to him.

5324. Did not that individual receive from the Bank, in the shape of profit and

commission, above 100,000/. on that transaction ?•— I have no doubt he did.

5325. The fact is, he was obliged to purchase the gold he brought back ?—He
bought from all parts of the Continent.

5326. He bought it as merchandize?—Yes; and, in fact, bullion is mer-

chandize.

5327. It is merchandize when it is out of the country ?—Yes ; and in the

country it is merchandize.

5328. Are you allowed to melt the coin in this country ?—Yes, per Act

59 George III.

5329. It may be taken abroad?—Yes; but it is merchandize, because we buy

and we sell bullion.

5330. You do not buy and sell coin ?—We buy and sell foreign coin.

5331. Not English coin?—No; it passes for its current value.

464. s s 4 53.32. You
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J. Puiiisoii, Es(i. .11332. You may send abroad English coin as much as you think proper?
*' •'•• -Yes.

~~M~ iS-^e
5333- Was not the Bank in difficulties merely from a run for gold in some

^ ^y ^ ' subsequent years ?—Not in difficulties. When Lord Grey resigned, in the year
1832, there was a run for gold, and the Bank lost at that time from a million and
a half to two millions.

.5334. When you use the expression lost, do you mean entirely lost?— I mean
withdrawn from our possession.

,5335. Were you under the necessity of purchasing gold on that occasion?

—

We never purchased gold but at the standard price.

5336. Did not you pay more than that price in the year 1825?

—

Ves; we
always buy gold at 3/. 17 5. dd.

5337. And you send it out as coin at 3/, 17 5. 10 |r/. ?—We send bar gold to

the mint, and it is returned to us in coin.

5338. So that it is worth 1 hd. more in coin than it is in bullion?—Yes.

533Q. You purchased in 1825, and did you not again purchase in 1832 at a
higher rate than 31. \7 s. 9d.}—We paid more than 3/. 17*. 9 d. per ounce for

gold in 1825, as the party employed was entitled to a commission for procuring

it. In 1832 the Bank did not pay more than 3/. 17 5. 9d. per ounce for gold.

5340. In fact there was nothing but the price and the commission ?—That may
be said to have been the case ; it was a very liberal commission.

5341. By the price you mean 3/. 175. 9^., and by commission extra of that?

—Yes.
5342. What was the commission upon the purchase ?— Really I forget.

5343- Would you have been under the same difficulty if you had had a double

standard upon those occasions ?— I should say so.

5344. Could they have removed silver with the same facility they removed
gold ?—Most certainly so.

.5345. Is not the difference of weight an objection to that?—None, for foreign

demand.

.5346. Could you get back gold with the same facility as you could silver ?

—

If weight has any thing to do with it, we may suppose we should get gold easier

in that mode ; there is gold, but there is no silver to be had.

5347. Supposti a person had 100,000 livres due in France, could not he require

the payment in silver?—Yes.

5348. Could he require the payment in gold ?—No ; he may generally procure

gold by paying the agio.

5349. That agio is just what they please to put on, is it not?—The agio varies

accordino- to the supply and demand in foreign countries.

5350. What does that depend on ?—The demand for gold.

5351. Consequently the debtor in France must pay the 1,000 livres in sil-

ver ; but what he will have to pay in gold must depend upon the fluctuations of

the exchange r— Certainly; or rather by the price of gold, which is known by
the agio.

5352. Are you quite sure you can force him to pay in gold ; have they not a

right to say, " You may force me to pay in silver, but I will pay in gold if I

please"?— I believe he may force him to pay in gold.

53.33. Supposing the fact to be that you cannot force him to pay in gold, the

man owing his debt in silver, cannot you get the one more easily than you can the

other?— Yes.

5354. Is not it the case that the silver standard prevails all over Europe ?

—

I believe so.

5355. Can you compel the payment of a debt in any country in Europe, from

Gibraltar to the northern part of Sweden, in any thing but in silver ?—1 am not

aware that you can.

53.56. Then is it not self-evident that you can get the silver here with much
greater facility than you can gold?—No, I do not allow that; for if I want

gold I shall have that gold only in case it answers my purpose to pay for it ; if

I had a bill on Paris I should not bring home the amount either in silver or gold,

because the exchanges are favourable to this country, therefore I should not have

a return in either of these metals.

53.57- You can enforce the payment of it in silver?—Yes.

5358. Does not that also fluctuate according to the exchange?— It does.

5359. Ho»-
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5359. How is it possible, that being so, to say you can get the one with the same J. Paititon, Esq.

facility as the other?—There is, I believe, an agio upon the silver. The price of ''•''•

silver varies.

5360. Has not that reason been given why a standard in silver here is desirable, ^ ^^ -^

by all the writers upon the subject, from Mr. Locke down to the present time?

—

My own opinion is that it would be very unwise to change the standard.

. 5361. Do you think it would be possible to go on with a single gold standard

for three weeks, if there was a bad harvest or a war?—That is matter of opinion
;

I should hope it would be possible to go on, but we have never yet been tried.

I am pretty confident we should perhaps be put to some inconvenience, but still

I do not see why we should not be able to meet the circumstances.

53ti2. Must you not be brought to a stoppage of payment?— I do not see why
that should necessarily follow.

5363. What are your liabilities at this moment?—About 32,000,000 /.

5364. That does not include what you would be bound to pay, the

20,000,000/. for the savings banks?—We are not liable for the savings banks.

5365. The Government must find the money for them ?—The Bank has nothing

to do with them.

5366. If there was a demand from the savings banks, and money was not

ready to pay them by the Bank or the Government, would that not create very

considerable alarm in the country ?—The Bank may just as well be called on to

pay the whole national debt in gold ; the savings banks' money form a part of

that debt. A change of the standard, in my opinion, would make no difference.

5367. Only that you would have money to pay ?—I see no difference.

5368. Would not your quantity of silver be very much increased if silver was

the standard ?—1 see no reason why, unless the standard price was high.

5369. How much silver had you in the Bank when silver was the standard ?—

-

Silver has not been the standard in my recollection.

5370. Was not it considerably greater than it is now ?— I have no recollection

of the circumstance.

5371. It is of no use now but to find small change, is it?—The silver coin is

used as small change. W^e are always glad to purchase silver bullion ; from the

year 1830 to 1834 the Bank bought from 3,000,000/. to 4,000,000/. of silver.

5372. How much does it hold now?—About half a million.

5373. It is found of no use but for any small transactions?—The silver coin is

used for small transactions.

5374. Can you give a statement of the amount of silver the Bank held between

1830 and 1834?—Between the month of August 1830 and October 1834 the

Bank purchased about 3,500,000/. of silver.

5375. How much did they hold at that time?—The amount must have varied,

5376. What, at the same period, was the amount of your bullion ?— I cannot

recollect.

5377. In the year 1834 had you commenced the present system of publishing

the accounts?—We commenced that, I think, in August 1834, under the present

charter.

5378. Can you state what is the amount of gold you have now ?— I think we
have about 7,600,000/. of bullion, of which 500,000/. is silver.

5379. You have about 7,000,000/. of bullion?—Yes.

7380. That is to pay 32,000,000/. of liabilities?—To pay those notes for which

payment may be demanded.

538 1 . Have not the holders of those liabilities, whether in the shape of deposit

or in the shape of notes, a right to call upon the Bank any day and say, " Give us

gold"?—There is not the least doubt we are bound to pay our notes in gold ; but

as our liabilities decrease, and our notes become scarce, so will the demand for

gold decrease.

5382. Then will they become scarce without being paid off?—As the Bank's

circulation is diminished the notes are paid off.

5383. How are you to reduce the notes without paying them off?—By reducing

our securities the notes are paid off.

5384. You cannot get gold by the sale of them ?—The effect of a reduction

of our circulation by the sale of securities will influence the exchanges and bring

bullion.

5385. Are you not every moment liable to be placed in the situation in which

you must stop payment, and in which it is impossible for you to pay 45. in the

464. T T pound ?
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J. Pattison, Esq. pound ?—I should say certainly not, unless it could be contemplated that the

M. p. public would demand payment of the whole amount of the Bank's liabilities in a

very short time ; in such a case we must stop payment, but I should say such an
9 Way 1836, event is impossible to occur.

5386. Could it increase its silver faster than its gold?—That depends on the

supply and demand in the foreign markets ; silver has varied much in value.

5387. What has occasioned that variation ?—The demand for it.

5388. Was not it usual for you to hold 10,000,000/. of bullion, gold and
silver ?—There has been no regular system as to what amount we should keep.

538q. Was not it the practice of the Bank to keep about 10,000,000 /. ?—No
;

there was never any practice determined on that might not be influenced by
circumstances.

5390. Do not all bankers think it safe to hold about one-third of their liabilities

in bank notes or in money?— I am not aware of it.

5391. Do you think any bank is safe without that?—The management of a
private bank may be considered on a very different footing from that of a state

bank like the Bank of England.

5392. Do you think any bank safe which had not that proportion in bank notes

or gold ?— I know nothing of the management of private banks.

5393. Do they not profess to keep that proportion ?—I am not aware of it.

5394. Are you aware that gold has been rendered much more scarce in Europe,

in consequence of what has taken place in America?— I have no doubt that

America has taken a considerable sum of gold from Europe ; this has arisen from

America altering- the value of it.

5395. Do not you think America has taken to the extent of 3,000,000/. ?— I have
endeavoured to get information through various channels. I think it cannot

amount to that sum.

5396. Has not Portugal had some operations which have diminished the quan-

tity of gold in Great Britain ?— So it has been stated. I have heard of gold being

sent lately to Portugal, and returned by the next packet.

5397. That is the case with all countries?—Yes.

5398. Has not Portugal drawn away a great deal, which she has kept there for

use in her coinage?-—It may be so. The demand for silver from abroad got the

price up materially.

5309. Did not what was done in America get up the price of gold more ?—As
long as the Bank pays in gold, and the present laws exist, the price in this country

cannot well exceed 31. \1 s. \0^d. per ounce.

5400. Did you see the Report of the Committee of the American Congress,

upon which that alteration was made ?—I do not remember it at this moment.

5401. Do you not know that all which was done in America was done with

a view to the bringing gold there ?—I am perfectly aware of it.

5402. You cannot pay more than 5 s.2 d. per ounce for silver, and 3/. I7*. Idd.

per ounce for gold ?—There is no limit to the price the Bank may pay for bul-

lion.

5403. The mint cannot?—I speak of the Bank.

5404. You do not take silver to be coined unless you take it there at 5s. 2d. an

ounce ?—We have never taken silver to be coined ; the Government holds the

silver coinage in its own hand.

5405. May not a great profit be made on gold by individuals coining?—No;
it does not answer, or the dealer in bullion would send gold to be coined.

5406. Do you not know that they do it ?— I believe not.

5407. The merchant may get it minted, and get sovereigns for it?—Yes ; but

it does not answer to the merchant.

5408. Would it not answer very well, if the price of gold got up to 4/. an

ounce, to send guineas out of the country and melt them down ?—There is no

doubt if the exchanges enhanced the price of gold to A I. an ounce, gold would

go out of this country.

5409. There would be a profit of something more than 10 per cent?—The
profit would be in the difference between 3/. 17*. 10^^/. and 4/. per ounce.

5410. Altering the value of coin, for the purpose of enabling the trader to pay

his debt, would be no doubt a scandalous fraud on the creditor ; but would not the

putting a proper seignorage on gold, to prevent that ever happening, be a wise

thing?—It might be so, if it could be effected without altering the value of the

coin.

5411. Are
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5411. Are you not aware that thai has been recommended by a great number /. Pattiton, Esq.

of persons r—It may have been so recommended. "• p-

5412. If a person has IOO,UOO/. in bank notes, he has a right to go and say, ~
" Give me 100,000 sovereigns for them" ?—No doubt. 9 ^^^y '^^S.

5413. I suppose gold to be at the price of 4/. an ounce; would he not make a
profit upon that of about 1 1 per cent., without any risk r—He would get the

difference of the value between 3/. 17*. 10i-</. and 41.

5414. Docs it not appear to you most absurd to have a practice which exposes

the country to such fraud as that?—I do not see any absurdity in it ; on the con-
trary, I think it would be unwise to alter the system.

5415. What possible objection could there be to that?—The objection would
be, that by increasing the value of gold you will enhance the value of every thing
for a lime, without rendering any lasting service to the state.

5416. Do you think we should Suffer from rise of prices;—Any considerable

rise in price is generally followed by a fall in the exchanges, and all may suffer

in consequence.

5417. Is it possible that gold can get up above 31. 17 s. lOid. as long as the
Bank is open for payment of gold ?— It cannot.

5418. Has that never happened?—I should say, not since the return to cash
payments.

5419. It cannot happen as long as the Bank pays in specie ?— It cannot. The
Bank pays its notes on demand in gold, the standard value of which is fixed by
law at 31. 17 s. \Ohd. In my time the exchange has much varied ; I remember
being in Paris when I only got 16 francs, or thereabouts, for my pound sterling.

5420. Would it not happen to-morrow, if there was a great demand for gold

on the the Continent?— If the exchanges are against this country there will be a
demand for gold ;

quiet measures must then be taken to correct them.

5421. Did not those quiet measures operate very much to a diminution of

the circulating medium of the country and a reduction of prices r—Whenever
circumstances require the Bank to take these measures the circulation would
necessarily be diminished, and a reduction of prices most probably follow.

5422. Have not, in consequence of what you have done, the country banks
also diminished their circulation ; and has that not altogether occasioned a stag-

nation in the circulation of the country, which has very much lowered prices?

—The returns to Parliament a few days ago prove the contrary ; for during

the last six months the increase has been a million in the country banks' cir-

culation.

5423. Has not that been owing to the joint-stock banks?— It appears that

a part is to be attributed to the joint-stock banks, and a part to private bankers.

5424. Is it not to be attributed to the Bank of England ?—No.

5425. The Bank of England have been drawing in, have they not ?—Our
periodical returns show the transactions of the Bank.

5426. The Bank of England now are running counter to the joint-stock banks

and country banks, are they not?— No. We are observing them with consider-

able anxiety, and as there is no legislative control over their issues as over those

of the Bank of England, the Bank is cautious how it extends its issues at the

present time, seeing the country circulation is increased by a million, and the bul-

lion leaving the country.

5427. Has that fear of putting forth an increased circulation produced the pre-

sent fluctuation of prices, and is not that injurious to the country ?—The action of

the Bank is to prevent fluctuation.

5428. Would not the mode for obtaining that regular system of prices be to

have such a standard for the circulation of the country as the Bank of England
may proceed upon without a continual fear of a run, and every other institu-

tion which issues paper may proceed upon with security, under the present

circumstances?— I am not at all aware what change of standard could possibly

secure such a position.

5429. Would not adding silver increase the base on which the circulation

rests?—I do not think the adding silver to the circulation would much facilitate

this end.

5430. How do you account for the great fall in prices since 1820 ?—Owing to

the change from a paper to a joint metallic and paper circulation,

5431. Though it would not be wise to return again to a paper circulation,

would it not relieve the country from the difficulties under which it labours to

• 464. T T 2 get
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J. Pattisun, Esq. get back to that, as nearly as it can be done with safety ?— I do not see how it

M. p. is to be effected.— 5432. Do you not think it will add to the excitement if debtors are called

9 May 1836. upon to pay "their debts in a coin they cannot get?— I cannot allow it is a cola

they cannot get ; the Bank can meet its engagements with a metallic currency.

5433. Is that circulation being contracted a great loss to the country?— It

would cause a fall in prices.

5434. Do you not think that as far as you could go, not meaning without

limit, but as far as you could with safety enlarge our currency, having a circulating

medium to rest on, that would bring back the prices to the level that they ought

to be ?— It is difficult to decide what the level of prices ought to be. In ray

opinion prices are now generally too high.

5435. You think the prices too high ?—I do.

5436. How long has it been so high ?—The rise has been most considerable

since Christmas.

5437. What was it last year?—I think, upon the whole, we were then in a

more satisfactory state; there was less to be apprehended from re-action.

5438. You think it the more healthy the lower the prices ?—A regular state of

prices is most desirable.

5439. Do you think they were sufficiently high two or three years ago, or last

year ?—Last year I conceive the price of most articles was high enough ; but

prices must depend on the supply and demand.

5440. You are not acquainted with the price of agricultural articles?— I know
little about agricultural articles. I had entertained an opinion that the cry of

distress was exaggerated. This opinion was somewhat confirmed some months
ago by a gentleman living in the centre of an agricultural district, who expressed

the same doubts.

5441 . Was he a considerable land-owner?—No ; he was a country banker. He
stated that distress, in his opinion, was exaggerated, and arose from various

causes, and not enterely to be attributed to the distress of the farmer, caused by
low prices.

5442. In what country did he live?—In Oxfordshire.

5443. You understood from him the farmers were there in a very flourishing

condition?—He did not consider that there was so much distress among them as

represented.

,5444. Did he state that the bankers lent their money freely to farmers there ?

—I did not ask him the question.

5445. Would there be any limit to the excess to which paper currency might

go, were it not for the liability to pay in some metallic standard?—There could

be no limit whatever.

5446. Nor consequently any limit to momentary prices arising therefrom ?

—

None whatever.

5447. In the choice of a metallic standard, would not the value of that stand-

ard depend upon its certainty in holding its precise state ?—I imagine so.

5448. The question is, whether a standard least liable to a fluctuating state

would not be the best to regulate the currency?—I should say so.

5449. As the Bank is obliged to keep a certain proportion of gold locked up
in its coff'ers, in reference to the amount of its currency, a part of that would be

in silver if it were a joint cursency ?— Certainly, as is the case now at times.

5450. Would not an increased importation of gold into this country take place

without any exertion on the part of the Bank within a short limited time after

any diminution of currency which aff'ected the general rate of prices ?—Undoubt-

edly, in ordinary times.

545 1 . Then such exertion upon the part of the Bank at a period of sudden

emergency might be only an anticipation for its own convenience of that which

would necessarily take place in the ordinary course of things ?—Not for its own
convenience, but its own security.

5452. Would the checking the excessive circulation of paper be better effected

by a gold standard than by a silver standard ?—I see no difference ; all depends

on the value of bullion.

5453. The general opinion is to the contrary; that there is more ease in

obtaining silver?—That has not been the case of late; silver has varied in price

during last year to the extent of 3 ? per cent.

5454. When
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5454. When you say silver has varied in price, when you buy silver here you j, Pattiinn,hbq.

pay for it in gold r—Yes. *'• '"•

5455- -^s '*^ Js silver which is bought, and a gold price paid for it, what means

have you of knowing, the gold being in exchange for silver, whether it is the sil- 9 ^^^ * 3 •

ver or the gold which has changed its value ; it may be that the change has

take place in the other metal, the exchange being of the one metal for the other?

— It may be so.

5456. Then there is no certainty when an alteration takes place in the price of

silver that the alteration may not be in the metal given in exchange for it ?—The
relative price of the metals varies, and depends on the respective demand for

each.

5457. That might appear by the price of silver in other countries, where the

legal standard is not in gold ?—Prices vary every where. The merchant will

export whichever metal answers his purpose best.

5458. That will show what the variation in the price of silver is ?— Yes.

5459. Silver in countries where silver is the legal standard, and gold in coun-

tries where gold is the legal standard, cannot materially vary in price. Silver,

for instance, at Hamburgh, cannot much alter in price ?—That must depend on

the demand.

5460. If in France a man buys silver, or if in Hamburgh a man buys silver,

he pays for it in silver ; if in England a man buys gold, for which he pays in

gold, where the coin is upon a sound system, there is no possibility of such varia-

tion in any country of that metal which is the legal standard of that country r

—

1 should say so.

546 1 . That was the old standard of this country ; gold and silver, at the option

of the person paying?—That must have been at a very distant period.

5462. Can you by any reasoning draw any inference, that what is supposed to

have been the distressed state of agriculture through the country, can have origi-

nated from any circumstance connected with the currency ?— I cannot in any way
see what effect that can have had upon it.

5463. You cannot by reasoning upon the subject see that it has originated

from any peculiar state of the currency or the circulation ?— 1 am not aware of it.

5464. Do you think it probable if the circulation had done any mischief, it

would have selected the operations of the farmers, and left in a state of prosperity

other classes r— I think it would have affected all alike ; if one class had been

affected by its influence, it must have affected others.

5465. Still more do you see any reason why, afiecting the condition of the

farmers, it should have left the wheat low, and wool and barley, and other things

high ?—I see none.

5466. When articles generally rise or generally fall, do you not then naturally

look for some possible causes in the state of the currency ; but when some parti-

cular articles rise, and others are kept low, then is it not presumable that the

variation is in circumstances connected with the articles themselves, and not

referable to the circulating medium ?—Most certainly.

5467. If the fact turned out to be that in considering the condition of the

farmer, the single article of the low price of which he has principally had to

complain is wheat, and that of other articles some have maintained regular, and

many of them fair prices, should not you come to the conclusion that the low

price of wheat was something connected with the relative state of the consump-

tion and production of the article, and not from any causes connected with the

currency ?—Such would be my conclusion.

5468. You have stated that the great fall of prices in 1819 was owing to the

change from a paper circulation to a sound metallic circulation ; how do you

reconcile that opinion, which applied to agricultural as well as to all commercial

dealings, with the answers you have just given ?—I conceive that the change in

1819 was a great state change, the object being to return to a metallic currency.

A fall in prices was the consequence of the change. The answers just given

have reference to the present time.

5469. Do you think you have now any thing like a completely metallic cur-

rency r—Our currency is a mixed one, metallic and paper; the latter convertible

on demand into the former, which renders the currency as nearly a metallic one as

could be well devised.

5470. In point of fact, in 1819 there was a great fall of prices affecting

articles of every description ?— In 1819 and subsequent years.

464. T T3
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J.PaUiion, Esq. 5471. When you state, as you have stated, that at one period you might buy
MP- a pound sterling in France for 16 and 17 francs, and you now buy the same

pound sterling for 26 francs, does not it necessarily follow that a deprecia-
9 1

lay 1836. tion, though not exactly corresponding, pretty generally corresponding, with that

must have taken place in the value of all things for which the depreciated paper
was exchanged 1—Undoubtedly.

5472. Do not you consider that, in a great financial country like this, nothing
could be more fatal to its credit and its prosperity than changes in the standard of

value by which every thing is measured ?—Most assuredly.

5473. If any apprehension were entertained that Parliament would be disposed

to such changes, would it not disturb the relations in this country, if not in every

part of the world ?^Most undoubtedly it would.

5474. Do you not conceive that a change, even to any system you might think

more perfect, is for that reason most undesirable ?—That is my opinion.

5475. Have you any objection to state your own private opinion, whether it was
a mistake originally to have adopted the gold standard ?—We have had the prac-

tical experience of the one and not of the other, and I do not see how an
opinion adverse to a gold standard can be offered. Silver appears to vary much
in value, perhaps more than gold ; that would not occur to the same extent where
silver was the standard, as a fixed value by law would be put on silver.

5476. What reason have you to know that it is the one that varies least, when
you exchange the one for the other r—I have already stated silver has varied

during the last year 3| per cent.

5477. Does not the greater proportion of silver from the mines pass through this

country to those countries where it is used as a standard, with the exception of

that used for ornamental articles ?—All depends upon the demand.

5478. When you speak of the Bank holding so large a sum as 3,500,000/.
of silver, it must necessarily be for the purpose of sending it abroad?—We retain

our silver till the exchanges take a turn, and the demand for it occasioned

thereby.

5479. The object of the Bank in holding it is for transactions on any turn of the

exchanges against you ?—Precisely so.

5480. The return you make of bullion, which is published of course, includes

both silver and gold ?—It does.

5481. You say, in the year 1834, you had as much as 3,500,000/. in silver;

are j'ou generally holders of any thing like that amount?—I never stated,

to the best of my recollection, that the Bank held, in 1834, 3,500,000/. of silver

bullion; I believe I said we purchased that amount from 1830 to 1834.

5482. You state the present amount of bullion to be about 7,600,000/. are you
aware that it is, according to some of the returns, so low as 6,000,000 /. ?—Our
returns are correct ; this time twelvemonth we had about 6,000,000/. of bullion.

5483. And that must have included a portion of silver bullion ?—A very small

portion at one time.

5484. When your whole amount of specie was reduced to 6,000,000/. had you
as much as 500,000 /. in silver?— I think not. We have about 500,000/. now".

5485. Thatis distributed among all your various branches?—We have only silver

coin at our branches, which is a small portion of our silver.

5486. Suppose your whole bullion reduced to 6,000,000/. that would include

whatever you had in London and all your branches?—Yes; in our branches we
have generally about 1,000,000/.

5487. That reduces your amount in London to about 5,000,000/. which would
undergo the reduction of any amount of silver you held, but which you say was
small?—Yes.

5488. Your deposit in London must be under 5,000,000/. on which your basis of

32,000,000/. of liabilities is built?—Not precisely so, A portion of our liabilities

are the issues of our branches, therefore the bullion we have in our country esta-

blishments would meet those liabilities.

5489. In case the Bank is under any apprehension that its stock of bullion is

not in due proportion, they should wish to reduce the amount of its liabilities

;

you have explained the manner in which that difficulty is adjusted, by reducing
your circulation and creating what is called a scarcity ?— Certainly.

5490. Is it not very desirable in a country like this that the fluctuations of

money or those fluctuations of scarcity and plenty, should not be often produced

by the operations of the Bank, over which the general mass of the industrious

classes
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classes of tlie country can have no control ?—Most assuredly. It is the anxious j, paitiion, Ks(

wish of the Bank througli their management to avoid fluctuation. m.p.

5491. Is it not desirable those operations upon the plenty or scarcity of money "TJ TT
should be as little resorted to as possible?—Undoubtedly, and would only be ^ ^y 1 3 •

acted on by the Bank when it is forced on its management.

5492. Is it not the case, that while liabilities exist, any operations arising from
plenty, when they are suddenly drawn up by restrictive operations of the standard,

do great injury?—They must cause a fall in prices.

5493. It is therefore desirable for the country to keep the amount of circulation,

and consequently the value of money, as steadily as possible ?— I should say it is

highly desirable.

5494. Supposing the Bank's amount of bullion had come down to 5,000,000/., and
you wanted to replenish it, do not you think you should have easier means of doing
it, if it were open to you to do it by both metals, instead of being restricted to the

one, the question not being applied to the propriety of making that alteration now;
but would not those fluctuations of money be less intense and less frequent if you
could have recourse to two metals instead of being restricted to one ?—In my
opinion we cannot be said to be restricted to one metal, for though silver is not

the standard by law in the country, it has an influence upon the exchanges when
sold as bullion, and answers almost every purpose of a second metal.

5495. It becomes to you a merchandize, by which you can sell and purchase gold

abroad ?—Precisely so.

5496. Is not the gold sometimes to a very limited amount in different parts of

the country. Supposing you had silver as a standard, you might use the identical

silver for payment which you now use for procuring, the metal with which you
make payment 1—Silver might, assuredly, be used as stated ; but I very much
question whether the country would like to be embarrassed by large payments in

silver. Silver bullion can generally purchase gold on the Continent.

5497. That is the case when the metal is wanted to ship abroad for the adjust-

ment of the exchanges ?—Yes.

5498. When you had the 3,500,000/. of silver, if your stock of gold had
been low, though you had this amount of silver, not being able to reckon upon
it as not being the legal standard, should you not have been obliged to make
the same reduction of circulation as if you had not any silver in your coffers at

all ?—Assuredly not. I cannot imagine a period to arrive when the Bank would
hold a large stock of silver and a small stock of gold.

5499. You recollect the circumstances of the year 1825?—Yes.

5500. Had you not then a very large amount of gold, and in addition to that a
very considerable amount in silver?—In the early part of 1825 the Bank held a

considerable amount of bullion.

5.501. You had a larger amount in gold than in silver?—Most assuredly.

5.502. Are there not frequently political operations which draw gold, owing
to its greater facility of conveyance as compared to silver ; do not sudden wars

in the east, for instance, cause it to be sent to those countries, or to countries

in the condition in which the north of Spain is at present ?—That may cer-

tainly happen.

5503. Whenever in any part of Europe a sudden demand arises for gold, the

Bank of England is the only place to which they can have recourse for any quan-
tity?—No. The price of gold on the Continent is the best criterion of the stock

there ; whenever the agio is high, it is to be presumed it is scarce in the place or

country where that is the case.

5504. If matters are in a state of insecurity in any part of Europe, persons,

you think, hoard gold in preference to silver ?—Yes.

5505. In that case, is not London the only market in which they would be quite

sure of finding it ?—I do no not see why this should be the case ; a state of inse-

curity always causes hoarding.

5506. If an individual has a bill in pounds sterling, and makes a demand for

gold, the Bank, in those difficulties which exist, if it takes a bill on Paris or Ham-
burgh or Amsterdam, has no certainty of getting gold, but it has a certainty of

getting silver for it?— Yes.

5507. Do not you think that the Bank, under those circumstances of difficulty,

if it took a bill on any foreign country, would feel a greater facility in the event

of any difficulty in being able to take either metal for circulation?—The Bank
464. T T 4 does
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/. Paunon, Esq. do^s not negociate foreign bills of exchange. It becomes the purchaser or the

M. p/ seller of bullion according to the state of the exchanges.

5,508. Were you not, in the year 1825, though you did not take bills yourself,

9 May 1836. oblioed to have recourse to an individual who took the Bank silver and bought

the Bank gold ; and did not the Bank get just as much or as little gold as it was

the interest of that individual, with a certain profit to himself, to furnish ?—After

the crisis of 1 825 the Bank made arrangements with the individual alluded to,

and to facilitate the object in view, which was one of necessity, unusual means

were resorted to. It was not to be expected that he would act as the Bank's agent

without a liberal commission, particularly when it is considered he had to procure

gold from every part of Europe.

550C). Would you have been so likely to have been in that state of necessity

ifyou could have paid in silver ?—During a panic a payment in silver would have

retarded the drain, as a man cannot carry away with him so much silver as gold.

5510. Has it not been found that it has saved the Bank in former times to your

knowledge ?— I never heard of it.

551 1. If you had 12,000,000/. of gold in the Bank, you would be able to stand

out longer than if you had 6,000,000/. ?—I suppose we should.

5512. If you had 6,000,000/. in silver, in addition to 6,000,000 /. of gold, if that

silver could be paid instantly, without sending it round by France to alter the

exchanges, would not it just as well answer as to have the 12,000,000/. in gold ?

—There is no doubt of it.

551 3. Now, if the 12,000,000 /. would save you longer than 6,000,000/., would

it be of any consequence in which metal it was, if each was a legal standard r

—

None whatever.

5514. Will not the 12,000,000/. be longer in drawing out than the 0,000,000/. r

—Of course it would.

5515. Would you not be longer in paying in silver than gold, and has not

silver sometimes been resorted to in consequence ?—There is not the least doubt

that it would take longer time in paying in silver than gold. I do not believe silver

was ever resorted to to prevent an internal run for gold.

5516. Have you any doubt that the contraction of the currency in the year

18 19 reduced all prices?— 1 believe that the alteration of the currency had' an

effect on prices.

5517. Was not that effect, then, most injurious to the people of this country in

general at that time ?— I believe all classes suffered. In my opinion it became
imperative on the Legislature to effect the change. If the change had not been

effected in 1819, the state would have been called upon to do it at a later period,

which would only have procrastinated the change, without any benefit to arise

therefrom.

5518. Would you not have been called upon to do it under more difficult

circumstances ?—That might have been the case.

5519. Do you think that you could have been called upon to do it in more
difficult circumstances than you were?—There was a preparation for it, and more
difficult circumstances might have presented themselves.

5520. Do you think there was the preparation there ought to have been when
the debts of the country were increased to so enormous an extent ?—The Legis-

lature determined the course to be taken, and I am one who must think they

determined wisely.

552!. Did they not find they had gone too far, and push out paper imme-

diately afterwards, or call upon the Bank to do it. Lord Londonderry declaring

in the House of Commons it was impossible to go on without ?— I am not aware

of it ; I do not recollect the circumstance alluded to.

5522. Has there been no departure from the metallic standard then established

since ?—No.

.5523. Has not the effect of making that metallic standard been in some
measure removed by issuing a great quantity of one-pound and two-pound notes?

— In England one-pound and two-pound notes are not issued.

5524. Was there not abox of one-pound and two-pound notes found in the Bank,

and were not they pushed out?—That was in 1825.

5525. That was an act of the Bank r—Yes.

^)^2(). You stated that the effect of the panic you think has been done away;

do not prices fluctuate up and down according to circumstances?— Prices depend

upon the supply and demand.
55-' 7- Is
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5527. Is there any doubt that if there is a great scarcity of money that will J. J'aiinon, Ksi|

lower the price of all articles ?—It would influence prices generally. *•• '"•

5528. Will not the fall be counteracted with reference to particular articles if May i8t6
there be a great scarcity of that one article ?—A scarcity of any one article might
be excepted from the general influence.

5529. That will be counteracted by the deficiency of supply of any article ?

—

I think so.

5530. Though all other articles may keep down, that one will rise ?—Yes
;

there may be a short supply and a large demand for that article.

5531- Was not that the reason why the prices of oats and barley and of cattle

were apparently high when the prices of wheat were low, that there were bad

crops of those articles when there were good crops of wheat?— I should say so.

5532. You have stated that deficiency of currency would lower the price

of all articles ?—A deficiency of circulation would, 1 conceive, have that influ-

ence on prices.

.5.533- Have you any doubt that the wheat and barley and oats bore different

rates of prices in consequence of being depressed by the want of currency ; but

that in consequence of the deficiency of supply of barley and oats occasioned by
bad harvests they fetched higher prices in proportion to wheat, of which there

was a full supply ?—The abundance or shortness of supply occasioned by good or

bad harvests of dift'ereut sorts of corn must aff'ect their prices ; a M'ant of currency

would, of course, have its influence.

5534. Supposing there is a fair average quantity of wheat, will not the wheat,

with a fair average quantity, be kept down by the want of currency, while barley

and oats will rise in consequence ot bad harvests ?—That might occur.

5535- ^^ there any doubt that is always the case?— It is the case with every

article of produce.

5536. Have you not found that all articles are pressed down by the diminution

of the circulating medium, but some more than others, inconsequence of deficient

supply ?—If the circulation is diminished, most, if not all, articles would be

affected ; some more than others, according to the supply and demand.

5537. If one article only is depressed whilst almost every article sustains its

price, is not the inference that that particular article is affected entirely by the

alteration of supply and demand ?— I should say so.

5538. Take the opposite side, that all articles are diminished, except a few, is

not the price of those few kept up by the deficient supply, and should you argue

that the price of others was kept down by the effect of the depression of the cir-

culating medium ?—I should say so.

5539- You state that if we had not done what we did in 1819 it must have

been done since ; do you think after the experiment has been made, supposing

you had known what the effects would have been, the Bill of 1819 ought to have

been carried into effect as strictly as it was at that time, or whenever the time

came?— I conceive that, as the Legislature had determined on a return to a

metallic currency, we were bound, injustice to the whole state, to carry that deter-

mination of the Legislature into its fullest effect. If that law had been altered,

it would have only been tampering with the currency and trifling with the pro-

perty of individuals.

5540. You think, from what you have seen, it ought not to have been miti-

gated ?—I do not see how it could have been mitigated without doing acts, of

inju,stice.

5541. You say the Legislature having determined ; do you think that it was
just in the Legislature so to determine without more preparation?—^The Legisla-

ture determined what preparation it conceived was necessary, and having so deter-

mined, it would have been unjust to have altered that decision.

5542. You have stated that you were disposed to think, upon the whole, the

measure of 181G, for the establishment of a gold standard, was a wise measure?

—

I think it was the best measure that could have been adopted.

5543. Was that always your opinion?—Many individuals were at first startled

at the change, and I may have been among the alarmists ; I may likewise have

entertained doubts about the standard.

464. u u .5.544- Were
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J. PflWwon, Esq. 5544- Were you ever called upon to give evidence on that subject?—No,
M. p. never.

5545. The directors, as directors, have never given any opinion on that sub-
9 May 1836. jggt ?—They may have given an opinion, but I do not immediately recollect it.

\^The Witness withdrawn.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next. One o'clock.

Die Jovis, 2'Junii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Matthias Atlwood, Esq., a Member of The House of Commons, attending, is

Examined as follows :

A/../4/^aoo(/,Esq. 5546. YOU are a Member of Parliament and a banker ?— I am.
M.p. 5547- Of course you are acquainted with the question of currency ?—I have

' r~ paid attention at various times to that subject.
3 une

1 3 .

5548. Have you turned your attention to the effect of the restoration of a silver

standard ?—The restoration, according to the old metal coinage of the country,

of a silver standard, would have the effect of producing an advance which may
be taken at from four to six per cent, (to speak shortly, five per cent.) upon the

rate of agricultural and all other prices. I apprehend upon that point there

would be no difference of opinion whatever amongst parties who have paid atten-

tion to subjects of this nature. The old silver standard is silver money of 5*. 2d.

an ounce. The price of silver in the market has been for the last ten years from

As. \0d. to 55., which, taking the average at 4,?. \\d., gives a difference of Sd'.

in the ounce between silver in the market and silver in coin, which is precisely

five per cent. The old standard, if now re-established, would give an advance

corresponding with this difference, viz. an advance of six per cent, on agricul-

tural and on all prices. It may be stated shortly, and I imagine would be uni-

versally admitted, that if in 1819 the old standard had been established, every

bushel of wheat which has been sold since that time would have yielded an

advance which may be taken at five per cent, above the price which it has

actually produced ; that in consequence of the Act of 1819 introducing anew
standard, and not the old standard of the country which it professed to intro-

duce, every bushel of wheat which has been since sold has sold for five per cent,

less than it would have fetched if the old standard had been established.

5.549. By the old standard you mean of silver at 5*. 2d. an ounce instead of

what it is at present ; the cutting a pound of silver into 625. instead of 665. ?

—

By the old standard I mean silver coined at the rate of 5s. 2d. the ounce, and

made a legal tender at that rate, which was the legal standard from the reign of

Queen Elizabeth down to the two Acts of I8I6 and 1829, which abolished silver

money as a legal tender.

5.550. What difference would it make establishing again the silver standard,

and taking 66 s. out of each pound of silver instead of 62 s. ?—It would make

a difference of about six per cent. more. The present silver coin established as

a legal tender would enhance the prices of agricultural produce, and all other

prices, to the extent of about six per cent, beyond that which the old silver at

5s. 2d. would establish; it would thus give an advance altogether of 11 per

cent, beyond that which can be sustained under the present monetary system.

5551. How much were prices depressed by the law of 1819?—The law of

1819, which substituted a gold standard alone, in the place of a conjoint gold

and silver standard, which had been the original standard of the country, and

also in the place of that paper standard which had then existed for more than 22

years, occasioned a fall of prices in agricultural produce far beyond that which

I have stated as depending upon the difference between the silver standard and

the gold standard. I apprehend that the law of 1819 has fixed in this country a

permanent price for agricultural produce at least as low as any that it has yet

reached
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reached, and probably one considerably lower. The law of 1819 introduced a M. >4//woo(/, Esq.

description of money and a standard of value which had been suspended for
*''''•

more than 20 years. If it were desired to ascertain what rate of prices this T~j T^
money would sustain, and what measure of property that standard would give, I

know no better method of arriving- at a correct judgment upon those points than
to have recourse to the guidance experience would give us. We have introduced

a new species of money, a new standard of value ; to know its effect we must
look to the time when that standard existed before. It is money composed of
tlie precious metals which we have now established. The value of the precious

metals can never vary materially between one country and another. Unless we
find the precious metals, then, to have altered on the Continent, and higher prices

of agricultural produce to exist in the countries around us than existed 40 or 50
years back, there can be no reason for believing that higher prices of agricultural

produce can exist in this country, measured in the money we have now esta-

blished, than existed before tlie period of the Bank Suspension Act. Reasoning
is worthless on a subject of this nature. I have here a table of the price of the

principal articles of agricultural produce in this country (taken from a Report of
a Committee of The House of Commons on the Corn Trade) for 30 years previous

to the Bank Restriction Act, divided into average periods of five years, and I know
no better guide. Corn particularly, and all agricultural produce, though sub-

ject to great variations in price from one year to another, and from year to year,

is remarkably steady in money price, taken at short average periods. Even for

periods so short as five years, corn rarely varies greatly, except when alterations

have taken place in the standard of value in which it is measured. From this

table, giving the experience of 30 years, ending in 1794, divided into average
periods of five years, it will be seen that there is no period of five years in which
the price of wheat fell below 40 5. 9d. a quarter, or advanced above 47,5'. \0d. a
quarter. There can be no valid reason for believing that, under the present sys-

tem of cash payments, a higher price of wheat can obtain than this, nor indeed so

high ; because we have introduced, not the standard of value which gives those

prices, but a standard of a higher character, namely, a gold standard, abolishing

silver ; and gold has become dearer in comparison with silver in the period which
has since elapsed since the date of those prices.

{The Statement is read, asfollows:]

" Price of Wheats from the Report of the Committee of The House of Com-
mons on the Corn Trade in 1813, page 6.

" Five years ending 17691769
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M. Attv:oocl, Esq. no more. If the old law existed now, I could carry that 3/. 17.v. lOi to the bullion
M. p. market, purchase with it at present prices \5l ounces of silver, take that silver to

' ~~ the Mint, and require it to be coined into silver money at a rate which would give
a une 3 . j^g ^1 ^j^ KUd. for 15J ounces, and which would give me for 15g ounces

4 /. Is. 10 d., and this according to those laws of the Mint which for more than two
centuries gave to every subject of this realm the right of carrying his silver bullion

to the Mint, and procuring it to be coined in this exact rate and proportion. I

thus receive from the Mint silver money of the value of 4 1. Is. \Qd. which
costs me to purchase 3/. 17*. lOld. of gold money ; the difference is five per
cent. I therefore discharge my debt of 3/. 175. lOirf. in the lawful standard
re-established, and have 4s. to spare. Thus a person having 100/. of the present

gold money exigible to discharge a debt of 100/., or taxes to the amount of 100/.

under the old law, could purchase with that 100/. as much silver in the market as,

carried to the Mint, would yield in silver coins of the full ancient value 100/. ; he
would therefore be able to discharge his debt or his tax of 100/., demand an
acquittance, and have 51. of benefit left. Silver being in this manner and to this

extent the cheapest money, if the old law were re-established, would be tlie money
in which all debtors would discharge their engagements; it would drive the gold
coins from circulation. Existing in circulation as the cheapest money, the channels
of circulation would be more abundantly filled, all prices would be affected, and
an advance in prices produced, which, reckoning permanently, may be taken at

about five per cent; that would be the operation if our currency consisted entirely

of metal money ; consisting, as it does, of metal money with a large superstructure

of paper founded upon it, the basis being extended would sustain a laroer amount
of paper money and paper credit in circulation, and a higher average rate of all

prices ; there would be no drain upon those silver coins, arising through the course

of the exchanges out of an adverse balance of trade, before the exchanges had
gone five per cent, against us below that rate of the exchanges which, under the

present system, establishes through the medium of the exchanges, a drain of
money from this country.

5553- Would not that be rather too great an advantage to the debtor?

—

It would be an advantage to all, debtors to the extent of five per cent. ; no
doubt it would vitiate all contracts which bear date since the introduction of

the present standard to the extent of five per cent. ; I do not know any other

objection that could be made against the introduction of the old silver standard

but this, and this is only to a certain extent a valid objection, because, though
the change would produce a falsification in some contracts, it would rectify

other contracts now existing to a great extent, which will be falsified unless

such an alteration is made. Perhaps I had better, before explaining how far the

objection as to contracts is valid and how far not, state in more detail what
would be the beneficial result of the introduction of silver money. First, it

would give five per cent, of permanent advance on all prices. 1 assume it to be a
matter generally agreed on that great distress prevails in the agricultural com-
munity, occasioned by the low scale of agricultural prices, and that to such dis-

tress it is a national object to afford relief. At the present low scale the general

value of agricultural productions may perhaps be yet taken, speaking very vaguely
for the mere purpose of exemplification, at 200,000,000/. by the year ; five per cent,

upon that sum is 10,000,000/., which would thus be given in advanced prices to

the agricultural community. If the Legislature should proceed to re-establish the

old standard by adopting silver money, another proceeding would probably also

at the same time be adopted, viz. to reinstate the old standard in the possession of

those laws which for two centuries, down to the Act of 1819, protected the coins

of the country in circulation, and which laws acted as a seignorage upon the coins

of the realm. I think that those laws which affixed penalties to the melting or

exportation of coin have been admitted by different Committees sitting on those

subjects, to have operated in effect as a seignorage on the coin. I think the Com-
mittee of 1819, on whose Report the present monetary system was founded, recog-

nizes tiiat this law operated as a seignorage upon the coin by preventing its

exportation. The Bullion Committee of 1810, a very great authority upon the

abstract principles of these questions, on every thing relating to abstract prin-

ciples, went into some examination of the extent to which those laws operated as

a seignorage. They have stated the result in their Report, and the conclusion to

be drawn from that Report is, that those laws operated as an effectual seignorage

to the extent of about two per cent. Now, if those laws operated in effect as a

seignorage upon coin, they could not be taken away without falsifying contracts,

unless
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unless by an actual seignorage being substituted in their place ; and therefore if the M. Atiuondy Esq.

determination ofthe Legislature should now be to re-establish that old and legiti- >' »"•

mate standard of value which tlie Ley^islature professed in LSI 9 it was its object to ;

re-establish, it would be necessary to establish silver as a legal tender at -55. 2d. "^
•'"''* •*^"

an ounce, and either to re-enact the ancient laws, which prevented the (exporta-

tion and melting of coin, or to establish a positive seignorage of two per cent, in

their place, thus effecting an alteration in the standard, and an action on prices

altogether of seven per cent.

5554. To whose benefit did that seignorage of two per cent, result?— It pre-

vented the coin being exported ; it kept a larger quantity in circulation in the

country, lowered in effect the standard, and maintained higher prices in the

country ; there is thus seven per cent. Seven per cent, of increased price on

200,000,000/. is 14,000,000/. of increased price given into the pockets of the

owners and occupiers of land; and this annual 14,000,000/. the old standard

would give them as effectually as if money were taken from the public creditor to

that amount, and given to the agriculturists, with the drawback only of what they

would pay out again in increased wages of labour in an increased cost of produc-

tion, and in the cost of their own consumption. But upon all that descri[)tion of

land which is now over-rented, on which the wages of labour arc higher than can

be permanently sustained at present prices, on all estates on «hich incumbrances

exist of debts or settlements, on such lands and to such extent would this annual

sum of 14,000,000/. be given in full proportion, without reduction or draw-

back.

.555.5- What you call the establishing ofthe seignorage is again preventing by
penal laws the exportation or melting of silver?—Yes; or, if we do not re-esta-

blish those laws, putting a depreciation to the extent which those laws effected

upon the value of the coin. Now, if we establish seven per cent, advance on

agricultural prices,— a self-evident benefit, I assume, as the landed interest now
stands,—we may calculate in what manner (and the calculation is very easy) this

result would operate on the rents of those estates which are now over-rented. The
rent may be taken vagiaely as one-third of the produce of an estate ; an operation

which should give to an estate a permanent advance of seven per cent, on all its

produce, would give 21 per cent, upon the rent, if we take the production of the

estate at three times its rent. A farmer now over-rented, on whose farm the wages

of labour are yet too high, and who is subject to other outgoings not yet reduced

to the scale of existing prices, could, under the proposed laws, the old laws of the

country, sustain a rent of 100/. as easily as under the present monetary system he

could sustain a rent of 79/. The change would prevent the necessity of a fall of

rents on all this description of land, and I apprehend much land so circumstanced

now exists to the extent of 20 or 21 per cent. ; that is the advantage which would

be produced ; first, by the re-establishing a silver standard, five percent., and next,

an advantage by re-establishing a seignorage, of two per cent. more. Now the

objection which has been suggested is, that these operations would vary contracts

to the injury of that debtor ; that is the only objection which can be raised ; for

the old standard of silver conjointly with gold, and both protected by a seignorage,

would in no respect be inferior in point of security, or possess any other disadvan-

tage, as compared with the single standard of gold. On the contrary, it would

have many advantages ; it would be more steady, quite as susceptible of limita-

tion, altogether as incapable of being depreciated either by the eflbrts of individual

issuers of money or the acts of a Government, and it would be safer than the single

gold standard from the danger of any monetary convulsion. Doubtless every

contract bearing date since the introduction of the present standard would be

varied to the extent of five per cent, by the establishment of silver as a standard,

and two per cent, more by the establishing the proposed seignorage ; but it would

there become a question what is the date which we should fix as the one since

which contracts would be thus affected. We cannot fix the year 1816, for then

there existed practically a cheaper standard than either gold or silver. We could

not fix the date at 18 J 9, because the law of 1819 did not go into full operation for

three or four years. I think the date could not be fixed in 1822 or 1823, because

it has been proved in evidence before a Committee of the House of Commons, and

is indeed otherwise well known, that there commenced a period during which the

standard established by the law of 1819 was virtually and effectually abolished by

the efforts ofthe Government, and that it continued in a state of non-existence till

the year 1826. We could not therefore fix the date further back than 182C, and

464. u V 3 it
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iU. ^/fttoorf, Esq. it would be questionable whether we could fix that date, because from 1826 to the

M. p. present period the currency has been repeatedly tampered with, and successive

efforts have been made by the Government to relax the effects of that standard
a June 1836. which the existing law established, and which standard has been thus effectively

altered and relaxed from time to time. But fixing whatever, date we please, 1830

or 1826 or 1823, as the period from which all contracts since dated and now
existing would be varied by an alteration of the law such as I have suggested, it

is also equally certain that every contract now existing, which bears date before

that period so fixed, is varied or falsified by the continuance of the present law.

The public debt is a contract not founded in the present standard, but which has

been varied by the present standard, and will be further varied by its continuance.

All existing taxes, and taxes are of the nature of contracts (annual taxes excepted),

and perhaps that exception ought not to be made, have been founded and imposed

in a standard cheaper than the present, and cannot with justice be exacted in

the present standard of value. Every existing debt contracted before the esta-

blishment of the present gold standard, and which should be paid off under the

present standard, would be paid with injustice to the debtor to the extent of five

per cent, or seven per cent., as the calculation may be made. No annual interest

can be paid on any such debt without injustice being committed to an equal extent

if the present standard be continued, and therefore the whole question between

the old standard and the new becomes one of a balance between justice and

injustice on the one side and on the other. If it be contended that the Legislature

are bound to the present standard, and can make no alteration in it, because such

alteration would vitiate all contracts dated since its introduction, that national faith

and the security of contract prohibit to re-establish a silver standard or a seignor-

age, I apprehend it must then be admitted that it would be incumbent upon the

Legislature, acting up to these principles, to cause a rectification or adjustment to

be made in the amount of every existing contract which has its date before the

introduction of the present gold standard. The Legislature would follow in that

course the precedent they adopted, when in the Act which established an unifor-

mity in Aveights and measures (I think that Act passed in 1824) it altered the

quantity of existing weights and measures. Many contracts existed in all parts

of the country expressed in various weights and measures, and the Act of 1824

provided for a rectification of all those contracts ; it provided that an inquisition

should be held in all principal towns, before which inquisition should be brought

all contracts, rents or tolls expressed in bushels or in other weights or measures,

of which there are great numbers ; and to that inquisition was given the power of

correcting such contract, and of substituting one quantity for another, in propor-

tion to the change which the Legislature had made in the measure in which the

contract was expressed.

5.556. You allude to the alteration from the Winchester to the imperial

measure?—Yes; and which would vary contracts expressed in bushels precisely

in the same manner and in no other manner than an alteration of the standard of

value would vary contracts expressed in money.

5557. Have you any doubt about its effect, or only the question how far, in

point of justice, in regard to the situation of parties under contract, vou can go?

—

It is certain, that in our situation we can render but an imperfect justice. By
restoring the ancient law we should commit injustice to a certain extent, but we
should prevent injustice to a certain other extent.

5558. Which do you think would be the greatest?— It would be very difficult

to calculate. The whole national debt, a large contract, is of that kind which

sustains injustice from the permanence of the present standard. All the debt

existing at the conclusion of the war was contracted either in the old standard of

the country, viz. silver at 5.^.2^., as well as gold at 3/. 17.y. lUf^/., or in a

cheaper standard than that, namely, a paper standard. The debt prior to the war
was founded on the old national standard. There is no part of the present national

debt which can be paid in the present standard without injustice.

5559. The present standard never existed at any period while the debt was
created ?—No. Bearing on the question of justice is this consideration. I appre-

hend it is admitted that the Act of 1819 introduced a standard which M'as dearer,

not by five or seven per cent, alone, but by 30 or 50 per cent., than the standard

which existed during the war ; that this measure occasioned great injustice to

debtors, and, to the extent of from 30 to 50 per cent., a variation in contracts ; that

thus was caused the ruin of immense numbers of persons, and that there still exist

numerous
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mimerous contracts in which the variation or falsification thus effected has not M. Auvcooei, Esq.

been yet completed. It would th(M-efore seem that the restoration of a silver ^.p.

standard and of a seignoragc would be a kind of compromise between conflicting

interests, between debtor and creditor, between justice and injustice on one side 2 June 1836.

and on the other. There would be still an imperfect justice rendered, but perhaps
the best which it is in the power of the Legislature, as things now stand, to give. I
think that these considerations bear a stronger weight from a reference to the cir-

cumstances under which the present standard was introduced. It is perfectly

clear that the Legislature acted in error, and had no intention or belief when they
abolished the silver standard, or when they abolished the seignorage upon the

coin, that these measures would alter the standard of value, or cause a permanent
action on the prices of commodities.

5560. Do you not remember what was stated at the time in Parliament on that

subject, that it would not alter them more than four per cent., at the utmost ?

—

—It was never stated that the abolition of the silver standard would alter prices at

all. It was stated, with relation to the Act of 1819, which abolished the paper
standard, that this would alter prices to the extent of four or perhaps five per cent.

A member of the Committee of 1819 stated, in his place!in the House of Commons,
nine years after that time, that he as a member of the Committee was entirely

misled as to the character of the measure which was founded on its recommenda-
tion and report. He stated that in his belief every member of that Committee
was misled in the like manner ; he believed that the Chairman of the Committee
was similarly misled ; he addressed himself to the Chairman to ask if this was not

so ; he stated that the Committee, entirely inexperienced in such matters, were
misled by witnesses perfectly uninformed, who talked of a fall of prices of five or

four or six per cent., when it was since rendered undeniable that a fall of prices

had been produced, and an alteration in the value of money, not of four or six

per cent., but of 20, 30 or 40 per cent. ; that if the character of that measure,

the Act of 1819, had been known to him, he would not have voted for such
measure, or supported it in the House or the Committee ; nor did he believe that

any one member of the Committee, knowing the character of the measure,

would have supported it, or that the Chairman of the Committee would have
done so.

5561. The Chairman was Sir Robert Peel?—Yes. He was present, and made
no answer to that statement. It was Mr. Bankes made that statement. Another
Member of the House of Commons, Sir James Graham, put a question to the

Chairman of the Committee in the House immediately after the statement of

Mr. Bankes, whether he contradicted that statement, and he gave no contra-

diction.

5562. Was there any difference of opinion expressed by any member of that

CouHTiittee as to the correctness of the statement that the understanding was, with

I'espect to depreciation, that which you have stated?—No one. With regard to

the manner in which the old standard of silver has been abolished, and the views

of the Legislature in making that change, it is certain they had no such intention

as affecting any alteration in the value of money or any action upon the price of

commodities by giving up silver. In fact, the whole proceeding is one of those

almost incredible errors which have distinguished all our legislation for the last

40 years upon the subject of money, beginning with 1797, when the Legislature

gave to the Bank of England and the issuers of paper money a power ofaugment-

ing the amount of money in circulation at their pleasure, without taking any precau-

tion to secure that money from depreciation : going to 1810, when a Committee of

the House of Commons having ascertained that the paper money, become then the

actual standard of value, had sustained a depreciation, adopted a recommendation

that all existing debts formed in such depreciated paper should be paid in money
of the old standard, and that cash payments should be resumed, in the midst of

the war: proceeding to 1811, when a solemn resolution of the House of Com-
mons declared that no depreciation of paper money had taken place ; then, in

1819, effecting an alteration in the standard of value and measure of property to

the extent of from 30 to 50 per cent., believing that they were doing this to the

extent of no more than four-and-a-half or five per cent. ; and going, lastly, on to

the year 182G, when the Legislature established joint-stock banks, for the purpose

of serving as a protection against the recurrence of a panic such as had distin-

guished the close of 1825, from which very joint-stock banks their authors now
anticipate a recurrence of the evil against which they were created to guard.

5563- Where was it stated that the joint-stock banks were established with that

464. u u 4 view ?
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M.AifwoodyEsq.. yiew?— It is to be found, I believe, in the Report of several Committees; it vi^as
'

stated in the speeches of those Members of the Legislature and of the Govern-

2 June 1836. ment who introduced and supported the Act for the Establishment of Joint Stock

Banks. They ascribed the panic of 1825 to the bad system of banking which
prevailed. That panic was established in evidence in 1832 to have had its origin

entirely in measures of the Government itself tampering with the currency, and
seeking to relieve the country from the pressure of the standard they had esta-

blished. They ascribed the panic to the bad and insolvent state of the country

banks, and thereupon proposed to establish a better description of banks for the

purpose of guarding against future panics, not aware that the joint-stock bank
system is in itself more insecure than any other ; that although in Scotland such

banks had supported a singular solvency, yet that in America, where the joint-

stock bank system prevails, there have been greater failures among those banks

than among the private banks in England. I have a list here, given by Mr. Gal-

latin, the American minister, of 163 chartered joint-stock banks that failed in

America in 20 years— all chartered banks. Going back to the questions regard-

ing silver, the manner in which we came to abolish silver as a legal tender

appears to have been this. A Committee of Privy Council sat in 18 IG for the

purpose of establishing a silver coinage. They found that the silver coins of the

country had, long anterior to the Bank Suspension Act, disappeared from circu-

lation, that is, the silver coins of full weight. To remedy this evil in the pro-

posed new coinage they devised a plan of a depreciated silver coin. They found

that silver had assumed a high value as compared with gold, at a period beginning

about the middle of the last century. Commencing with 1760, the price of

standard silver appears frequently in the market as high as 5*. 4d. an ounce,

5s. Gd. an ounce, and 5*. Sd. an ounce. A crown piece of Queen Anne would

thus be worth Si'. 6d. to the silversmith to melt. The shilling was of the value

of 13^/. to the silversmith. The consequence was that all silver of full weight

had been melted, and nothing remained in circulation but the worn silver coin

that it was not profitable to melt. The Committee of Privy Council, to guard

against the danger of melting the new coin, proposed to coin the ounce of silver

into a larger amount of money. Coining the ounce of silver into 5 s. 6d., such

money, if it had remained a legal tender, would have depreciated the standard

and would have varied contracts. To prevent such depreciation and falsification

of contracts they recommended that silver should no longer be a legal tender,

but that the new coin should circulate as tokens. Now, the Committee in taking

this course guarded against a danger which had long ceased to exist, and fell

into that very evil of falsifying the standard which they sought to avoid. If the

Committee had examined more diligently the relative prices of silver and gold

they would have found that silver, instead of maintaining those high prices which

from 1760 to I78O or 1790 had caused the coins to be melted, silver bullion had

assumed, for 20 years before the sitting of the Committee, a low price as compared
with gold. They were misled by taking the price of silver during the war from

the customary tables of prices, forgetting that those were the prices of silver

bullion or paper money, and not the prices of silver valued against gold. If

they had taken both prices together even during the war, the price of silver as

valued in gold, they would have found that silver had become cheaper in com-

parison with gold; that valued in gold at 3/. 17*. 10^6^. the price of silver would

have been no higher than 4*. l\d. for many years ; and that consequently wher-

ever we should proceed to establish a gold money at 3/. 17*. 10 {d. an ounce,

in that money silver bullion would not reach the old Mint price of 5*. 2d.,

and that silver coinage would be as secure from melting, coined at 5s. 2d., the

ancient standard of the country, as it would be coined at 5s. 6 d. or any higher

rate.

5564. The silver now is below the Mint price ?—It is.

5565. Though the price of silver in the market is now below the Mint price,

which is 5 s. 2 d., is there any law to get rid of the effect of the law of Charles II., by

which a man could take silver to the Mint and require them to take it at 5s. 2d.}

— I believe that cannot be done. I have not now the Act in my memory, but I

believe that Act of Charles has been abrogated by the Act of 1816. The Mint
will not coin silver at 5*. 2d,

5566. A person can take gold, and require them to coin it at 3/. 17*. \0\d.

an ounce?—Yes.

5567. Has the price of gold diifered of late ?—Not of late years beyond 1 d. or

2d. an ounce; it has sustained its Mint price, or very nearly.

5,-jG8. Has
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5568. Has the price of silver vj^ried much more than tliat of gold?— For the Al. Aiiwood, Esq.

last ten years it has sustained a price from As. \0d. to 5.v. an ounce; I take the *'•''

average at 4 j. \\ d. an ounce, which is five per cent, below the old Mint price. "

5569. The Government get great advantage from the new coin ?—Yes; but 2
June 1830.

they have had to sustain some loss. On one or two occasions, when the new
coin has accumulated largely in the coffers of the Bank, and the Bank has wanted
bullion, they have applied to Government, proposing to melt their silver coin, the

Government paying the loss of 10 per cent, upon it; and there have been long dis-

cussions, and I apprehend there is still a discussion pending, as to who is to bear a
loss thus arising, I believe, to the extent of 100,000/.

5570. If you restored the silver standard you would restore it at 5*. 2d. an
ounce, that is 62^. an ounce?—Yes.

5571. Would you take any other means of adjusting the value of silver to the

value of gold ?— I think, as the law now stands, which has abolished the penalty

on the melting of coin, and on the selling of the coin at any rate the market will

give, the establishment of a silver standard at 5*. 2d. would not necessarily

occasion any further law than one which should enable the subjects of the realm

to carry their silver bullion to the Mint to have it coined and delivered out to

them at the rate of 5 s. 2d. of money for the ounce of silver. Gold might be left

to find its level in the market. I take it the effect would be this ;—silver would
be carried to the Mint ; there would be five per cent, profit upon the operation

;

it would come out in coin, and go into general circulation in the payment of debts,

in the payment of wages, and all other transactions of money. Every man would
find the advantage of paying in silver instead of gold; but many persons would

find a great convenience in obtaining gold ; they would ask for gold and off'er a

premium for it. The old law inflicted a penalty on the selling gold coin at a

premium. That law is abolished. Persons would, as they do in France, pay a

premium for gold coins ; at a premium of five per cent. 100 sovereigns would

discharge a debt of 105 /. as effectually and more conveniently than by being

employed in the purchase of silver bullion, taking the same to the Mint, and

obtaining 105 I in silver money ; thus a premium of five per cent would be esta-

blished on the present existing sovereign ; we should find the sovereign continue

in circulation at the rate of about 21*. for the sovereign in conjunction with

silver at 5 s. 2 d. an ounce. Perhaps I should bring this operation more fully

before your Lordships by explaining what has been done in regard to their gold

and silver coins in the United States of America, circumstanced in many respects

exactly as we were, and adopting that precise course which it was fit we should

have adopted. Gold coin as an exclusive standard I take not to be the standard

of any country but this. In America the standard was originally a gold and

a silver money, coined at certain proportions one to another (about 15 to 1),

the payer of money having the option in which money he should discharge

his debt.

5572. Would it not be necessary, in order to have a double standard here,

to adjust a certain proportion between the two metals ?—I think the proportion

and price would adjust itself, in consequence of the abrogation of the law which

prevented gold coin being sold above the Mint price. Doubtless if we were to restore

that old law, if we prevented the gold coin going at more than 20 s. for a sove-

reign, it would be necessary to adjust the value of the coinage in order to prevent

silver drawing away gold, and supplanting the gold money in circulation. That

is what they experienced in the United Stat&s of America. They felt what we
should have felt here if we had in 1819 re-established the old standard of the

country, viz., a disappearance of gold from the circulation. Silver having become
in America the cheaper metal, occupied the whole metallic currency of that

country. There were no eagles in circulation, but abundance of dollars. The
Congress was desirous to introduce a circulation of gold. They took the whole

subject in all its bearings into very extensive deliberation and discussion. I

think those discussions began in 1831 by a [)amphlet of Mr. Gallatin, who had
been much in this country, and had witnessed our proceeding? and errors. He
printed a very elaborate work in January 1831, in which he recommended the

advantage of bringing back gold into the circulation of America, and took a

general view of the bearings of the whole subject, and the effect of an alteration

of the metals forming the coins on the debtor and creditor interest of the state.

A Committee of Congress was appointed in that year, another in 1832. They
prepared a Bill for Congress, but it was not carried into effect. Other Committees

464. X X were
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M. AttiLood, Esq. were appointed. In the Reports of those Committees all the bearings of the

M-p- measures in contemplation on the national interest are examined. They did not

confine themselves to the trifling details of the question, as our Committees on
3 June 1836. these matters have almost invariably done, such as the difficulty of the Bank

of England ; the period when, with more or less convenience to that body, could

be effected a measure for altering the standard of value,—the profit or loss of a

few millions, more or less, to be kept in its coflTers. The American Committees

have uniformly rejected mere questions of convenience or detail, and directed

their attention to the bearing on contracts, and on great public interests, of the

alterations they were about to make. The object they had in view was that they

should bring gold into circulation, gold having been driven out of circulation

by silver becoming the cheaper metal. Diff'erent methods were considered for

accomplishing that object ; they might have done as we have done ; abolish

silver as a standard, and permit it to circulate only as a token, establishing a

single standard of gold. That they decided would be a falsification of existing

contracts. They might have made their silver dollar of greater weight ; that

would also be a falsification of existing contracts. The other modes suggested

were, either the debasing the gold coin, to bring it on a level with the value of

silver, or causing the existing coins to pass for a higher denomination in the dis-

charge of debts.

5573. Can you state what the relative quantities of gold and silver were?

—

The coinage laws in America regulated the coins in the proportion of 15 ounces

of silver to one ounce of gold; but silver had become so cheap that an ounce

of gold would purchase 16 ounces of silver in the market: therefore silver sup-

planted in circulation gold. The American Legislature adopted both the two latter

courses which 1 have just described.

5.574. You say they raised the value of gold and lowered the value of silver?

—They raised the value of gold in the coin which existed, and in the gold money
which they were about to coin they diminished the quantity of the metal. The

See p. 355. Act of Congress by which this has been effected is dated in June 1834 ; it enacts,

"that the sold coins of the United States shall contain the following quantities of

metal, thafis to say, each eagle shall contain 232 grains fine gold," the eagle,

which before this Act existed contained 247 grains and five pennyweights of fine

gold ; it is a depreciation of about six per cent. The Act then goes on to pro-

portion the half-eagle and the quarter-eagle in the same manner. The Act pro-

ceeds to deal with the gold coins then in circulation ; it enacts, " that all gold

coins of the United States minted anterior to the 31st day of July next shall be

receivable in all payments at the rate of Ot-^^ of a cent, per pennyweight,"

that is at the rate, in their silver money, of 10 dollars and C6 cents for an eagle,

the rate at which those monies were receivable before being 10 dollars for aa
eagle. They caused the eagle to discharge a debt of 10 dollars and 66 cents,

instead of a debt of 10 dollars, making an alteration of six per cent. Another

Act wbich was passed at the same time, and seems collateral to it, deals with the

English sovereigns current in the United States. Foreign coins are receivable by
law in the United States according to their weight, as they were formerly in this

country. It provides also for the gold coins of Portugal and Brazil, and fixes

that the gold coins of Great Britain shall pass current as money in the United

Slates at the rate of 94 cents, and /^ of a cent, per pennyweight ; that rate gives

to an English sovereign the value of 4 dollars and 83 cents in American money.

It had previously possessed the value of 4 dollars and 45 cents, being a differ-

ence of six per cent. A person having to discharge a debt or a duty at the trea-

sury of the United States, and carrying an English sovereign tiiere, will now
discharge a debt of 4 dollars and 83 cents for the same sovereign with which

he could before have discharged a debt of 4 dollars and 45 cents. The Ameri-

cans have therefore depreciated not their own coins only but the English sove-

reign ; and they have done this upon a full examination of the subject, and upon
an entire demonstration tliat this measure was necessary to prevent injustice

between debtor and creditor, to preserve the faith of contracts, and to render such

faith consistent with the actual circulation of gold money as a standard of value.

See p. 354. I have here tables exhibiting the state of facts on which America has proceeded ;

one is a table which gives the relative prices of gold and silver in that country,

valuing one metal against the other, from the year 1760 down to the year 1829,

separated into average periods of five years; it is taken from the Appendix to the

See p. V Report of a Committee of the American Congress, dated in June 1832 ; the other
'^'^'

contains
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contains the relative prices of gold and silver in the market of this country, valued jvf. Auieood, Esq.

one against tlie other, commeneing also in 17G0 and ending in 1819, divided into m-p-

average periods of 10 years. The results correspond, and show a like alteration

in the value of silver as exchanged against gold in America as here. In America, ^ J""^ '^30-

for the first 30 years of this period, viz., from 17G0 to 1790, the rate of silver as

exchanged against gold was that an ounce of gold would purchase in America
I 4i ounces of silver and no more

;
gold being thus the cheapest metal, and silver

the dearest (an ounceof gold purchases at present 15i or near IG ounces of silver),

the consequence was, that in America, as in England, gold displaced the silver

coins. It was taking the prices of this particular period which misled our Com-
mittee in 181G to think it necessary to take avvaj' weight from the silver coinage

they were about to introduce; but from this period silver began to fall as compared
with gold. In the next 10 years we find, ending with 1800, silver exchanged at

the rate of 15 ounces of silver against an ounce of gold. That fall in silver went on
till it exchanged \o \ ounces against an ounce of gold, taking the price for an
average period of 30 years; so that 14 J ounces for the first 30 years of this period

was the rate, and for the last 30 years 15^- ounces, silver having become cheaper

as compared with gold during that time to the extent of 1 in 15. The table I See p. 354.
now produce of the English prices of gold and silver shows a similar variation.

During the first period of 30 years, commencing with 1760, it exhibits a price

of 14 J ounces of silver against 1 ounce of gold ; in the last period,

of 15 J ounces, precisely 1 ounce in 15 difference between the value of

gold and silver in this period. The course we have adopted, therefore, is

precisely the reverse of that which America, under similar circumstances, has

thought it right to adopt. Silver had become the cheapest metal; we have abolished

that standard, and bound all contracts to the dearest metal, every subject of the

realm having previously the right of discharging his debts in whichever metal

should be the cheapest, by a law which had continued for two centuries. America,

under similar circumstances, has retained silver as its immutable standard, has

entrusted to silver the faith of contracts, and has altered the value of the gold coin

to adjust it to the existing rate of silver. It perhaps may not be immaterial tcf this

subject to state, that the course which has been thus adopted by America is exactly

that which in former times was pursued in this country. America has followed

precisely the precedents which we have formerly set; whilst we have abandoned

now, under such circumstances as I have described, and in error, our former course

of proceedings. It has been our custom to depreciate the gold coins, and that in

the best times of our standard, those when its purity was most strictly preserved.

Our standard was fixed in the '13d of Queen Elizabeth, the year 1601 ; a silver

money, 5s. 2 d. of money coined out of the ounce of silver, which money continued

immutable from that time to the year I8I6 a legal tender standard of value and

measure of property in this country.

5575. You mean that at those prices it was first introduced then ?—Yes ; it was

introduced first at those prices by that Act of the 43rd of Elizabeth which coined

silver into 5*. 2 d. an ounce, and coined gold into no more than 2/. 15a\ 1 1 d, an

ounce, thus adapting the proportions between the two metals as 11 to 1. Gold

was at that time so cheap, or silver so dear, as that II ounces of silver would

purchase an ounce of gold. The sovereign of the 43rd of Elizabeth, which was

of the value of 20 s., was of the weight in standard gold of seven pennyweights and

four grains ; the sovereign is now of the standard weight of five pennyweights

and three grains ; it has sustained a depreciation of about 39 per cent.
;

while silver continued still to be coined at 55. 2 d. an ounce till the Act of 1816.

Very shortly after this period of 43d Elizabeth gold took that course which it has

taken in Europe within the last 30 years; it became scarce, and advanced in

price as compared with silver ; instead of being worth 1 1 ounces of silver, in

which proportion to silver it was coined, it became worth in the market 12

ounces of silver. The tendency of silver would be to drive gold from circulation.

The Legislature of that time were placed therefore in the situation in which ourselves

and the United States have been recently placed ; they adopted the course which the

United States have now pursued. In 1G05, the first and second of the reign of

James I., the gold coins were debased
;
gold was coined into 3 /. 2 s. 1 d. an

ounce, being a debasement of 1 1 per cent. It is not immaterial to remark that

the mode of adjustment of the two metals then first introduced, and which con-

tinued so long to be followed, was adopted by the advice of very able and distin-

guished statesmen,—Lord Coke and Lord Bacon. Gold continued to advance

464. X X 2 after
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^J
. ^titvood, Esq. after that time : and in 1612, 9th James I., another debasement took place of 10

M.p. pgr cent., gold being then coined at 3/. 7.$. 7 d. an ounce. A small debasement~ ~ in the 17th of James I. took place of one or two per cent, for the purpose of
une

1 3 , adjustment. We then proceed to 16G3, the 13th of Charles II.; a debasement of
gold took place at that time of eight and a half per cent.

; gold coins were then
coined at the rate of 3/. 14 5. 2(1. an ounce, being one ounce of gold to 14 J
ounces of silver. In all those variations in the price of gold the Legislature appear
uniformly to have considered silver coins as the paramount and predominant
standard of value, immutable and invariable, on which was to be rested the faith

of contracts and the security of men's property; altering the gold coins as gold
should alter in value in relation to the price of silver ; considering gold, as it in

fact is, a metal more variable in its quantity than silver, and more unfit for the pur-

poses of a standard.

5576. Is there a less quantity of gold in England than there is of silver?

—

There is a greater amount of gold in value in the country than of silver.

5577. Then why should gold rise in price and silver fall ?—Though the abso-

lute value of gold in England is greater than that of silver, it is less in its propor-

tion to silver than it was formerly, viz., less than in the period from 1760 to 1780
and 1790.

5578. Though there is still more gold in point of value, they do not bear the

same proportion to each other?—No. The absolute value of gold in England is

much more than of silver; in France much less, I apprehend; much less in

America. I think that one of the Reports of Congress states that there was not

above 500,000/. of gold money in circulation in America, and 5,000,000/. or

6,000,000/. of silver dollars, reckoning in amount. There might be a question

whether, if we were to adopt silver and bring it into circulation as a standard, the

quantity required would not enhance the price of silver. I do not think it could

permanently have that effect, because the alteration in value between the two
metals which has taken place in England has been common to the two metals over

the whole of Europe. In France the proportions between gold and silver in the

coins are 15 | ounces of silver to an ounce of gold, but the gold coins are now at

a premium of 1 g per cent. A person that .should desire to get gold coin, which
is in the proportion of 15 f ounces of silver in coin, would have to pay 1 | pre-

mium for it, which makes the relative market value about 16 ounces of silver to

1 of gold.

5579. Is that the situation of Europe generally:— I apprehend so, necessarily.

Therefore, unless the new demand for silver should alter the relative value of

silver to gold permanently throughout the world, it would not permanently alter

the relative value in this country, supposing the law established to make the old

silver coin a legal tender at 5 s. 2d.

5.580. Are you contemplating silver now as the sole legal tender, or concur-

rently with gold?— I take it either way. If we were to establish silver as the

main standard, our circulation would be mainly silver, but that would not raise

the price of silver permanently. No doubt the first demand on the bullion market

for silver would raise the price, but as silver got higher than the present propor-

tional value, it would answer the purpose of the merchant to bring in his silver

bullion and take out our gold bullion in exchange. As fcist as silver thus came
into the bullion market silver would foil, till at last the fluctuations would settle

in silver maintaining its present relative value to gold ; our circulation composed
of silver; it not being at all probable that the quantity of silver that would go into

circulation in this country would materially alter the relative value of the two

metals throughout the world.

5581. In what way do you propose to continue both gold and silver in circula-

tion, so as to have a joint standard?—Practically under the old. laws, if they were

re-established, we might, as in America, alter the value of the gold coin; or, retain-

ing the present law, which suffers gold coins to find their value in the market, we
might, by a simple enactment, establish a silver coin as a legal tender at 5 .s. 2 d.

an ounce, and leave the eold to find its value in the market. I apprehend the

silver would then exist to the same extent in the current circulation as at present,

and that gold coin would establish an agio of about five per cent.; that the

sovereign would pass at about 21 5. in discharge of debts, and that we should have

both gold and silver in circulation.

5582. It would not be necessary to alter the law further than merelyto make silver

a tender, saying that gold may be bought at whatever price it may fetch ?—The
present
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present law does admit of gold beinf? bought at whatever price it will fetch, not M. .4«woo(/, Esq.
only bullion, but in coin. I apprehend that the laws which prevented the export- m.p.

ation or selling of the gold coin at above its Mint price are altogether abolished,
and that a person may now sell the sovereign at any price he can obtain for it; ^ -^""^ ^^36-

in the periods to which I have referred, as afiording examples of depreciations in

the gold coin, no reproach has been cast upon the Government of those times for

the alterations they effected in the standard.
5 ',83. Have not those alterations which brought reflections on the Government

been alterations made expressly with a view to pay the creditor less than he ought
to have been paid '?—Yes, but it is a matter more of argument than of evidence ; I

believe that most of the former debasements of our coin which preceded those to

which I refer, and which have been generally ascribed to dishonest motives on
the part of governments were not made to produce fraud, but to prevent fraud.

I think a reference to the facts which bear upon the question would prove that

point incontrovertibly. Every one knows that our silver coins originally contained
one pound weight of silverto 20^. of money, and that a progressive depreciation took
place in the size of those shillings from the period of William I. to the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, when a pound in weight of silver came to be coined into Q2s.
instead of 20*.; the question is, whether those successive debasements of the
coin were made get rid of debts and defraud creditors, or to protect contracts

faithfully. The fact appears to have been, that during this whole period the

precious metals became progressively scarcer in this country and throughout
Europe

;
population and productions progressively increased, and, unless the

quantity of the precious metals increased also, they would undergo a change in

their relative value to commodity, and the consequence would be a progressive

fall in money prices if the coins were bound to contain the same quantity of metal
at last as at first; the actual result on prices was this: taking the earliest

accounts we have of the prices of bread corn at the time when the pound of silver

was coined into 20s., the price of bread corn was about 20*. a quarter, on the

average, in the money of that time ; bread corn did not advance as we proceeded
to depreciate the silver coin, but fell in spite of that debasement. The best

accounts we have of prices in those early times furnish the result that bread corn

commenced with being 20*. a quarter in the reign of King William, and ended
with being 10*. or 11*. a quarter in the reign of Elizabeth, those 10*. or 11*.

being the small shillings of G2*. to the pound of silver, and the 20*. being large

shillings which contained one pound of silver. Let it be then considered what the

effect would have been if the coin had not been debased, but that the shilling of

Elizabeth had continued of the same weight as that of King William, viz., 1 *.

of the weight of 3*.; the price of bread corn would have gone down to 4*. a

quarter ; a perpetual falling of prices going on for three centuries, and to the extent

of five to one. How would this have effected the progress of population and in-

dustry—prices continually falling, every individual who contr.ncted a debt or signed

a lease having to pay in money of a higher value, would do so to his own ruin ; and
it would seem to be that to prevent this consequence the coins were debased, in

fact adjusted, according to the different value of the metal of which they were

composed ; in fact, to prevent bad faith, and not to effect it. It is a corroboration

of this view, to observe, that a similar alteration in the value of coins took place

all over Europe at tiie same time, and was resorted to by all governments ; this

can be accounted for only by supposing a necessity to press on all governments

alike, and that they were all compelled to alter the rate of the coin in order to

adjust the coin to the altered value of the precious metals ; this course begun, a

Government might be apt to carry it too far. In the latter periods of our depre-

ciations, in the reign of Heniy VI 11. and Edward VI., there can be no doubt de-

preciation and enhancement of the standard were both carried too far, and in France

the depreciation in coins was carried much further than in this country. Still a great

depreciation of the currency, I apprehend, was necessary to prevent the evil of an

alteration of contracts arising from the scarcity of the metal in which contracts were

to be discharged. The government must have left a watch on the fluctuations of the

precious metals. It would be very difficult for a government to alter the coins justly

on any trifling variation in the precious metals; but on any important variation they

would be bound by justice to apportion the coin as would best serve the purpose of

justice to the Government and to the people. At the time of the great influx into

Europe of the precious metals, on the first discovery of America, which caused in

464. X X 3 England
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31. Attivniid, Ksq. EiiQ^land bread corn to rise from 1 1 i. a quarter to 44*. a quarter in about 70 years,
M.r. bein(^400 per cent., an advance wliicli all writers upon the subject have ascribed

June i8i6
^^ ^^ increased abundance of money, the duty of the Government was to put larger

quantities of metal into the coin instead of smaller ; otherwise a lease dated in the

first part of this period, and the rent paid when wheat rose to 44*., would give to

the tenant the greatest part of the estate, and the lease be falsified.

5584. Do you not find that money was raised in value when commodities became
more abinidant in this country, but when they were not it took a directly contrary

course?—Necessarily. It corroborates the correctness of the opinion, that under
the present system of cash paj'ments, no higher average price of agricultural

commodities can exist than the present, to find, looking to past experience, that no
very great and permanent alteration has ever taken place in this country in the

price of corn without that alteration having been afterwards ascribed, by all

writers on the subject, not to a change in the quantity of corn affecting the supply

and demand of corn, but to an alteration in the quantity or character of the money
in which prices were measured. I have here a table of the price of corn, taken for

50 years, ending in 1794 ; the average is 39*. 3^. per quarter. In 1696, just

one century before, the average is 39 *. Ad.; it has varied only 1 d. in the century,

and that was a fall of 1 d., not a rise. There was an intervening period in the last

century during which wheat underwent a considerable depression, and was under

33*. I think all writers upon that subject agree in ascribing that depression of

wheat in England to a deficient supply of the precious metals from the mines
;

there was a similar depression throughout Europe at the same time; that fall was
ascribed by the writers on political economy to a deficient supply of the precious

metals. We came down to the Bank Restriction Act with a price not exceeding

from 40*. to 50*. a quarter for wheat ; that is the very price which existed imme-
diately after the operation of the American mines had ceased upon the prices of

Europe. Two centuries ago wheat rose to 21. 7s. 5d. a quarter, viz., in the

40 years between 1561 and 1601, and it appears to have undergone no advance
in monied price in this country or in Europe at large down to the period of the Bank
Restriction Act. This table shows that wheat never advanced beyond the price of

from 40*. to 50*. for any average period of five years, frequently experiencing

very high prices for a year or two in consequence of deficient harvests, but those

prices, corrected by increased supplies, leaving an average nearly invariable.

When we proceed to the years succeeding the Bank Restriction Act, it is found, that

instead of bearing 44*. a quarter, we get, for five years ending in 1799, to 64*. 5d.

a quarter, then for five years, ending in 1S04, to 83*. 2d. a quarter, for five years,

ending in 1809, to 82*. Id., and for five years, ending in 1814, to 101*. 9d., for

the quarter of wheat. I think it is impossible for any person, considering these

prices, to doubt that the prices of the war were occasioned by the paper money of

the war, that it would be absurd to expect that any such prices could be sus-

tained when we returned to the old metal money, or any prices materially different

from those which that metal money maintained when it previously existed.

5.585. What is the difference in the prices of silver in Poland or Prussia, and
other countries from which the corn comes into this country r—It would be

necessary to state that in their monies ; it could not be well stated without taking

their monies.

5586. The ounce of silver and the ounce of gold do not differ much in Prussia

and in England ?— No, not their relative proportions.

5587. Then how do you account for corn being so much cheaper there than in

Eno-land ?— I take it that we shall not find any material difference to have existed

at any former time, nor in future to exist in the price of corn, as measured in

metal money, between this country and the countries which immediately surround

us. There would be little difference found in the price of corn here and in

France. There are some countries in which corn can be produced at a very low

price, to a certain extent ; it is not there the food of the people. The wages of

labour do not depend upon the price of corn, and to a certain extent they can

produce corn at a very low price. Corn cannot obtain a higher price there,

because in those countries there is not a use for corn ; but there is no considerable

manufacturing and commercial country in which a much lower price of corn can

be found than has been maintained in this country. There has been a very great

uniformity between the price of corn in this country and in France, estimated in

the precious metals.

5588. What
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5.588. What occasions the enormous difference which lias always existed M. Attwood, Esq.

lietvveeii I'russia and some other countries and this country?—That difference ".p.

could not very long exist if we admitted the corn. The exporting corn to this " T"
country, and taking back our money, would fill those countries with metal money.

''' ""*

The value of money would thus equalize itself. Whilst we prohibit corn from
arriving here from these countries, we can for a time prevent the er[ualization of
the value of money. There is also a permanent and natural disproportion, to a
certain extent, between the value of money in this country and in other countries,

the extent of which is controlled and settled by circumstances over which govern-

ments have very little permanent control. Improved manufactures would draw
the precious metals into those countries where they flourished, and would sustain

a higher average rate of prices. A country without manufactures to give in

exchange for the precious metals would draw but a small quantity of those metals,

and prices would be low in that country, to a certain extent.

5.589. An enlargement of the standard would of course operate on the prices of

manufactures as well as the prices of corn ?—Yes.

5590. Manufactures are protected by an ad-valorcm duty, and the protection

rises as the price rises ; but that is not the case with corn. Would it not be
necessary to alter the law if the change in the currency you have proposed is

made ?—Not at all. The standard suggested would make no alteration of the

corn laws necessary. In fact, no corn laws can permanently and materially

enhance the value of agricultural produce in this country or any country. In
one of the Reports of the American Congress, to which I have referred, I observe
that the corn laws in England are described as an attempt made by the Legisla-

ture to evade the consequences of the return to cash payments pressing on a par-
ticular class of the community ; and they describe it as one of those vain attempts
which governments frequently resort to under similar difficulties, necessarily end-
ing in disappointment ; in which view I concur.

5591. The great corn law passed before the suspension of cash payments
ended ?—Yes ; in 1815. But the first law which re-established cash payments
provided that they should take place within six months after the signature of a
definitive treaty of peace ; so that, in fact, cash payments were provided for

immediately on the conclusion of the war. Preparations were, in fact, made as

early as the war appeared to be drawing to a close, and a great fall in prices

took place in consequence.

5592. What is the alteration you would recommend?—I should recommend,
but it would be a question on which I do not speak with great positiveness, sil-

ver money of the present coinage of 5s. 2d. to be a legal tender. In my humble
opinion, that course would best meet the ends of justice. I think that would be
an imperfect compromise between conflicting interests and considerations, between
the debtor on the one side and the creditor on the other ; but I think it indispu-

table, that at least to return to a silver standard of 5 5. 2 d., with a seignorage

proportionate to the amount the coin was depreciated in value by the old pro-

hibiting laws, is imperative upon the Legislature. If they do not adopt that

course, they are bound to rectify all contracts, public or private, dated before the
establishment of the present standard and still existing, by an alteration of the

amount expressed in those contracts.

5593. Leaving the letter of the contract, but restoring the spirit of it ?—Yes.

5594. You have spoken of joint-stock banks; have you ever had your atten-

tion called to any supposed improvement in them by requiring them to pay up
their capital, and limiting the amount of responsibility ?—If that regulation had
been made in the Bill which provided for the establishment of joint-stock banks
there can be no question it would have prevented much of the danger which is

now thought to have arisen from the proceedings of those joint-stock banks ; it

would have prevented the too rapid increase of their numbers, and compelled
them to act with more caution, and avoid that eager competition which is

decreasing the rate of banking profit and security. A bank commencing with
small capital, and trading almost entirely on borrowed capital, may make a con-
siderable dividend, though with little actual banking profit on that small capital.

I know joint-stock banks that trade with a capital of 20,000/.

5595- What is the capital usually subscribed?— Perhaps 100,000/. or

200,000/., or from that to 1,000,000/. subscribed, sometimes with so small a sum
464. X X 4 as
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M. Attwood, Es([. as 20,000/. paid up. Now, if such a bank shall make 1,000/. of annual profit,

*'-P' besides the interest on its capital of 20,000/. paid up, which will yield three or"————
foul- pel- cent., such bank can make a dividend on that trifling capital of eight per

aJuneiSsC
^^^^ almost immediately on their establishment. A profit of 1,000/. a year is

not the usual profit a banker might be expected to make ; but the profits of all

banks are subject to a reverse in consequence of the bad debts, which do not

show themselves perhaps for five or six years. Thus banks having a small profit

can make a great dividend on their capital. The consequence is, that shares rise

to a great price. If a shareholder gets seven or eight per cent, on the money he

has paid up, he can sell his shares for 50/., 60/. or 70/. premium on the money he

has paid. This operates as a bounty on the establishment of more joint-stock

banks. Persons will take shares because they see the profits which have been

made by those who have become shareholders in the first. Founded on that

calculation active individuals contrive more banks ; they find the shares imme-
diately taken, and as long as shares continue to be taken and to bring premiums,

there never will be wanting active men disposed to conduct banks. Those
banks also have a profit, small in the whole amount though considerable on the

shares, and at last there rises a body of men whose business it is to run from town

to town to induce persons to set up these banks. Now, provided they were com-

pelled to pay up the whole capital of 1,000,000/. or 100,000/. before commenc-

ing business, they would, for obvious reasons, be enabled to giv^e a much smaller

rate of dividend ; one that would not bring them up probably to five per cent.

;

the shares would not advance ; no shareholders profit could be large from such

a bank ; and if this had been provided for in the first Act, probably not one

bank in five of those now established would have existed, It would be a very

different question now, the compelling those banks to pay up their capital ; it

would be doubtful whether they could pay up their capital ; I should be afraid-

such an attempt would cause great embarrassments among the joint-stock banks.

I anticipate that wherever any one considerable joint-stock bank shall fail there

will be considerable alarm respecting joint-stock banks generally. There has been

of late in private banks as well as in joint-stock banks a great confidence; credit

is cheap. At such times bankers are given credit to without inquiry ; it is enough

that they are bankers. One failure taking place throws distrust on others. If at

such a time the money market is straitened, and other failures follow, distrust

becomes general. Hitherto no joint-stock bank has been known to fail in England,

and none in Scotland. There is a credit in joint-stock banks, without any reference to

their means to meet their emergencies. They all have credit as being joint-stock

bankers. If any one fails with a considerable extent of operation, that would

induce some distrust in the whole body. Many may fail, one after another

;

credit mav be withdrawn from them to a great extent. The test of their security

would be the prudence with which their affairs have been conducted; and the best

conducted, if they have not guarded against the probability of an emergency such

as this, would be exposed to difliculties very serious, from the ruin of their neigh-

bours.

.5596. Do you think they are more seciu'e in consequence of the number of

partners?— I recollect that questions bearing on that subject were put to more

than one of the witnesses before the Bank Committee in 1832, who stated that the

number of partners gave an indisputable security to the creditors of those banks,

because a creditor could sue any one of hundreds of partners. The question was

put to those gentlemen. Suppose one of your neighbours to have been a share-

holder in one of those banks ; the bank to fail, and the party to be sued for 10,000/.,

20,000/., or 50,000/. by a creditor of the bank, which might be the whole he was

worth ; would he feel and act with respect to that debt in the way he would as to

a private debt, which, as an honest man, he would make every effort to pay?

Would he make the same effort to pay this debt due from the bank, or would he

seek to defeat the creditor by any stratagem the law would afford him ? They each

said he would seek to defeat it. They were asked, " Would a debtor think himself

justified in selling his property and leaving the country, rather than pay such a

debt f The answer was, " Yes ;" the debtor certainly would not deal witli a debt

due from a bank in which he was a shareholder as he would with a common debt

contracted by himself.

5-^97. In what Committee was that stated?—The Committee on the Bank in

1^32.

559S. \\'ould
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5598. Would there be any thing to prevent a creditor getting hold of the pro- M. /Itiwuod, Esq.

perty of one of the sluireliolders ?
—

'I'hat would take some time, and might be *'"''•

defeated in various ways. A case which actually occurred was stated before that '
~~

committee in respect of a joint-stock company, not a bank, but an insurance com-
pany, in Ireland; I think the St. Patrick's Insurance Company, which had then

been recently established, had experienced great losses, and become insolvent ; and
it appeared that the individual shareholders of that insurance company did, in fact,

all in their power to defeat tlie creditors of the company ; that many sold up their

property and went to America in order to defeat their creditors ; and this, I appre-

hend, would be what a person who found himself in danger of utter ruin from

such a circumstance would be very apt to do,

5.599- Would it not be very desirable, particularly in the present state of the

agricultural interest, to which tliis Committee is to direct its attention, that banks

should be established with paid-up capital and limited responsibility, the respon-

sibility being limited to the capital subscribed?—That might be a better system

than the present ; but it cannot be effected without the consent of the Bank of

England. The Bank of England has purchased for money (and paid the consi-

deration) the privilege of being for the term of their charter the only joint-stock

bank that shall have a limited liability applicable to its partners.

5600. Supposing the thing can be done, would it not be very desirable that in

different parts of the country large landed proprietors and owners should be

induced by limited responsibility, which would be a great temptation, to establish

such banks as that ?—It might be beneficial.

.5601. Do you not conceive that so far as panics are to be apprehended in con-

sequence of the alterations which have been made in the law of 1819, the circum-

stance of establishing silver as a conjoint standard would tend very much to lessen

the apprehension of such panics?—There can be no doubt upon that point; a

silver standard would give a security to the present monetary system in times of

pecuniary pi'essure, or in a commercial or political crisis in pecuniary affairs, beyond

any security which the present system promises.

5602. As far as accommodation is beneficial in agriculture, as well as mercantile

and manufacturing concerns, would not this be likely to increase the disposition to

afford such accommodation ?—It would.

5603. Do you not conceive, if there was to be a large demand for corn from

Prussia, the tendency would be very materially to raise the prices of corn in that

district?— I should think indisputably so; I imagine no large supply permanently

could be drawn from that district without a great advance in price.

[The Witness is directed to withdraw.

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to the 13th instant.

4f]4, Y Y Appendix
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M. Attuoud, Esq.

M.P.

Q June 1836.

Appendix to Evidence of the 2d of June 183G.

The Ratios of Gold to Silver from 1760 to 1829, with the Averages for each Ten

Years, and the Total Mean Average for Seventy Years.

(,Taken from Appendix to a Report of a Select Committee of Congress on Coins, 30th June 1832.)
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A Table of the Prices in the Market of Gold and Silver from 1760 to 1819, taken M. Attioood, Esq.
from Wittenhall's Lists, and exhibiting the relative Prices of Gold and Silver to m.i-.

each other.

2 June 1836.
STANDARD SILVKR.
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M. Attwood, Esq. per pennyweight ; and the gold coins of Spain, Mexico and Colombia, of the fineness of

M.p. twenty carats three grains and seven-sixteenlhs of a grain, at the rate of eighty-nine cents

and nine tenths of a cent per pennyweight

a June 1836. Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the

Treasury to cause assays of tlie aforesaid gold coins made current by this Act to be had at

the mint of the United States at least once in every year, and to make report of the result

thereof to Congress

An Act regulating the value of certain foreign Silver Coins within the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Ame-
rica in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage of this Act the following silver

coins shall be of the legal value and shall pass current as money within the United States,

by tale, for the payment of all debts and demands, at the rate of one hundred cents the dol-

lar ; that is to say, the dollars of Mexico, Peru, Chili and Central America, of not less weight

than four hundred and fifteen grains each, and those re-stamped in Brazil of the like weight,

of not less fineness than ten ounces fifteen pennyweights of fine silver in the Troy pound of

twelve ounces of standard silver ; and the five-franc pieces of France, when of not less fine-

ness than ten ounces and sixteen pennyweights in twelve ounces Troy weight of standard

silver, and weighing not less than three hundred and eighty-four grains each, at the rate of

ninety-three cents each.

Sect. a. And be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the

Treasury to cause assays of the aforesaid silver coins made current by this Act to be had at

the Mint of the United States at least once in every year, and to make report of the result

thereof to Congress.

Die Luna, 1 3° Janii, 1836.

The Lord WYNFORD in the Chair.

Mr. JViUiam Blacher is called in ; and Examined, as follows :

Mr. W. Blacker. 5604. YOU reside in the North of Ireland ?—I reside in the town of Armagh.

5605. How long have you been acquainted with agriculture in Ireland ?—

I

13 June 1836. have been in the management of different landed properties 22 years.

5606. To a large extent?—To a very considerable extent.

5607. What is the state of agriculture now in Ireland ?—I think agriculture

itself is improving ; the farmer's skill is improving very much.

5608. Is the market improving?—No; that is falling, and has been for many
years back ; but the skill and exertions of the people are improving.

5609. Can you state the prices of wheat in the different markets of Ireland ?

—

No ; I cannot give a detailed account of them.

5610. Have you any thing to state which could be done by Parliament in any

respect to ameliorate the condition of the agriculturists in Ireland, or are they at

present in a prosperous condition ?— I think the best thing I can do is to mention

the points I have endeavoured to establish in favour of agriculture in a late publi-

cation of mine, entitled " The Claims of the Landed Interest to Legislative Pro-

tection," published by Ridgvvay. I have endeavoured to show that the produce

of the soil is the great source of the riches of the state, that manufactures are then

most important to the wealth and prosperity of the nation when the national

produce supports and employs the operative, and according as this ceases to be

the case the importance of manufactures diminishes in a like ratio. I have like-

wise endeavoured to show that the burthens of a country are felt like the burthens

of an individual, according to the income he has to meet them ; and therefore that

the national income, in the present state of Great Britain, ought to be kept up to

the utmost practicable point, let that income consist in what it may ; and as an

incumbered landlord cannot afford to lower the rents of his estate, so neither can

an incumbered nation afford to lower the rents of its territory, which, with the

other branches of income, forms the source from which the revenue of the state is

raised. I have likewise endeavoured to show, that to keep up the income of the

community it is absolutely necessary to make money as plenty as it can be made,

without departing from a metallic basis ; and I contend that an obligation to pay

in specie is a sufficient and undoubted check to over-issue, and all the evils

formerly produced by the Bank Restriction Act, of which Scotland and Ireland

are examples, where joint-stock banks and one-pound notes have been of incalculable

benefit, checked by the gold circulation of England ; and I endeavoured to show

that the same benefits would be conferred by the same system on the empire at

large,



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. (Brovght from the Lords.) 3,37

laro;e, and would be checked by tlie continental markets, which regulate the prices Mr. ir. Blacker.
of the exports of the empire in like manner as England regulates the prices of the ~ —

^

exports of Scotland and Ireland. I have therefore come to the conclusion, that *3 "^'"'® ^^36.

the desideratum to be obtained is to place the empire in that situation in which
the prices of agricultural produce (upon which ail kinds of fixed income, of what-
ever kind it may be, mainly depends) shall be kept up to that point which will

swell the income of the community to the greatest possible amount, at the same
time keeping prices under that point which wo\ild prevent our manufactures from
successfully competing in foreign markets; and I have further endeavoured to show
that the obligation to pay in specie will always accomplish this ; for, should the
cost of manufacture at any time exceed the price the continental market afforded,

there must, in the natural course of things, be a stop to export, and of consequence
the exchanges will be immediately affected. This will produce directly a drain
upon the banks for specie, which will at once cause them to reduce the extent
of the circulating medium to the point required; and although the sugges-
tion I have offered, of affording assistance to the banker by enabling him to

procure a discount for the securities he possesses by Exchequer bills, would, as it

appears to me, eflfectually secure the public and the banker from any panic or

sudden shock to commercial credit, yet the safety valve which this affords is so

wrought that it is made the interest of the banker gradually to confine his issues to

that account which the circumstances of the country require. I have also

endeavoured to show that the present graduated scale of duty on corn, although
aflibrding a good protection in years of plenty, affords none in years of scarcity

;

and as there is no advantage in keeping up a prohibition to a scale of prices that

home competition in ordinary seasons will not allow prices to arrive at, I recom-
mend (in case a fixed duty of 20s. in all cases is not agreed to) that the prohi-

bitory duty shall not extend to the high rate it does at present, and that a fixed

duty should be adopted when prices reached the height contemplated ; which
fixed duty, I contend, would be levied off" the foreigner, and would not be paid by
the English consumer. I further contend that home competition has of late

lowered wheat to a non-remunerating price, and that to lessen that redundancy of

produce which has occasioned that result, other kinds of agricultural produce ought
to be equally protected, so as to enable the farmer to cultivate other crops ; and I

show that by protecting flax and butter, land would be turned to their cultivation

in Ireland and Scotland which now inundate the English markets with at least

2,000,000 of quarters of grain ; and I maintain that such a moderate duty as would
be necessary to give this protection would be paid by the foreigner, and not by the

English consumer; and I further contend that home competition will inevitably

reduce the price of all agricultural produce to the lowest price it can be produced
at, and that the interest of the community at large is, that we shall not be reduced

to depend on foreigners for any thing which our own soil and climate is suited to.

The truth of the above is shown by the low price wheat has fallen to since the pro-

hibition arising from the present corn laws took place, and also by the butter trade,

the duty on which yields a large revenue to the state, which is so much levied off"

the foreigner ; and it is also proved by the advance which has taken place in the

price of rape- seed since the protecting duty has been taken off", which has

destroyed almost entirely the growth in Ireland of a crop the best suited of any
to the bogs of that country, and has at the same time raised the price upon the

English consumer, the whole profit going to the foreigner ; and the very same
thing would happen as I have stated in grain or butter if sufficient protection is

not aflforded ; if that is not aff^orded, for a short time (whilst the home producer is

gradually ruining himself in the contest with the foreigner) the prices will go
lower and lower until he is broke, and when we are thereby left dependent upon
the foreign supply the prices will advance higher than ever. The Emperor of

Russia levies a duty of about 2/. 10.y. per ton as the, export of tallow now, in like

manner as the King of Prussia attempted to do on corn ; this could not be done,

only for our giving the advantage of our market without proper protection; and
the Emperor of Russia is now pocketing, at the expense of the British consumer,

that which, if laid on in this country, would be paid into the British treasury at

the expense of Russia.

561 1 . Do you know that fact "t— I was told it by a Russian merchant, and I

have no doubt whatever of it.

5612. What is the price of labour in Ireland?—The price of labour in the

county of Armagh is 1*. a day in summer, and reduced to 10^/. in winter.

464. Y y 3 5613. Is
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Mr. JV. Blacker. 56 1
3. Is not that a higli price in Ireland ?— It is higher than in the south of

j^^gjg g IrelimJ.
13 une

1 3
.

5614. What is the price of labour in the south of Ireland?—Last year I saw-

people working on the roads in the south of Ireland, and breaking stones, at a

price at which I was told that they would not realize above 6d. a day.

5615. Is there any thing else you would wish to add to )'our evidence ?— I do
not know any thing that would be so efficient as allowing us to cultivate flax in

Ireland, which we are not able to do without a protecting duty. We cannot

compete with Russia, for Russia can send flax cheaper to Dundee market than

we can from Armagh. The principle for which I contend is, that all produce,

whether grain or flax, will always go to the best market, and the English market
will be better than any other market the continental growers can send one or the

other to, even supposing we levy a regular fixed duty on the importation into this

country to any moderate extent. I also strongly recommend that the session

shall not be allowed to terminate without a permanent duty on corn being

adopted, to take place when prices shall have arrived at whatever rate may be
deemed most advisable. The short quantity of wheat now in the ground, and
the appearance of the crop, together with the fact that all the low qualities are

almost out of the market, lead me to apprehend that prices may, in case of a bad
harvest, rise to the rate at which free importation would be permitted, which I

should consider most ruinous to the community. I also beg to add, that the

Exchequer bill issue, which I have already alluded to, and which I propose should

be made a legal tender in discharge of deposits by the banker, would even be a
great advantage without being made a legal tender, in case the said Exchequer
bills were received as cash at the public offices, because the banker could then

be secure of turning them into cash whenever his occasions required, and by this

accommodation no possible injury could arise to any one, and the assistance in

this way to the banker is in fact only another mode of assisting the mercantile

and manufacturing interests through him, which was formerly given directly to

themselves upon a deposit of goods. Without some such relief as this, to enable

the banker to keep up his issues when there is an export of gold, I do not see

how any steady amount of circulating medium can, under such circumstances, be
maintained, and I think all objections to the plan I have proposed are success-

fully answered, page 237 of the publication I have alluded to.

5O16. You are of opinion the present duty on those articles, flax and hemp
and butter, is not sufficient to protect the growers, even in Ireland ?—Certainly

not. There is no duty on flax ; there is a duty on butter, which has produced a

great revenue to the country without raising the price to the consumer, and that

is a direct proof of that which I assert.

5617. What is the nature of the culture about Armagh?—It is almost entirely

arable land ; there is but little thrown into pasture. Latterly it has become
pretty generally the practice to cut the grass, and bring it to the cattle in the

house. There is no pasture at all on a number of farms ; there is not the breadth

of this room in pasture sometimes on a small farm.

5618. The grasses you cut are artificial grasses ?—Yes ; clover and r3'e grass.

5619. Is it a country of rich soil generally r—The soil is very various ; somg is

very poor, and other exceedingly good ; but there is no soil that, if the cattle are

fed in the house, the manure will not enrich in a few years.

,5620. You find stall-feeding the cattle is a great benefit?—Yes; that the

making of manure is the great secret of farming.

5621. Is that a new practice with you ?— It is a new practice almost entirely,

though it has been long insisted on by agricultural writers. I have been instru-

mental a good deal myself in bringing it into eff^ect by offering to the tenants

encouragement, and lending them assistance in every thing they require, if they

will follow the advice of an agriculturist that I bring for the purpose of instruct-

ing them. His business is to go round from one farmer's house to another from

Monday morning to Saturday night, pointing out where any one has been going

wrong, and showing him what is right.

5622. All your cattle are stall-fed ?— It is coming to that. I allude particu-

larly to Lord Gosford's estate and Colonel Closes.

5623. Is that in small farms or in large farms ?—In very small farms.

5624. Averaging how many acres ?—Not above eight, and many so low as

four and five acres.

562,5. What are the largest?—In the low lands we should consider 40 acres a

very
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very large farm
;

in the mountainous part of the country there are still larger Mr w liinri
farms of a pasture nature. ^ mr^jv^jsiacker.

5626. Is that cultivated with spade husbandry or the plough ?—Partly with 13 June 1836.
one and partly with the other. Generally a small farmer is anxious to get the
assistance of a plough to save his spade labour, and if he can get that in the
proper season he is glad to avail himself of it ; if not, he takes to the spade.

5627. Unless they club together to keep cart-horses, it is not worth while for
only one to keep a team ?—The practice is, on the townlands, for one or two of
the principal tenants to join and keep a horse each and a plough in partnership
for the rest of the tenantry.

5628. What are generally the rents in that part of the country ?—The rents in
the county of Armagh are higher, I think, than in any other part of Ireland.
The population is calculated to be about five souls to four acres, a more dense
population than perhaps any other agricultural county ; but nevertheless we are a
very large exporting county, and have a very large proportion of the surface
which is unprofitable land.

5629. What does the land let at?—I think for land in the low lands the ave-
rage would be fully a guinea an English acre ; the mountainous lands are a
little cheaper.

5630. Do you mean to say that good land in the neighbourhood of Armagh
does not let higher than a guinea an acre?—It lets a great deal higher in the
neighbourhood of Armagh.

5631. The cjuestion does not refer to land used for accommodation purposes,
but the land at a distance from the town ?—It depends a good deal upon the
nature of the estate, whether it is the property of a large proprietor ; they gene-
rally let their land on more moderate terms ; but there are instances of lands let

by the landed proprietors at a guinea an acre that were set afterwards at 35 s.

and 2 /. to under-tenants again.

5632. You have the system of middlemen between the landlord and the
tenant?—In some cases it still remains, but as fast as the old leases fall out, the
landlord in the north of Ireland takes the cottier into his own hands, and I

attribute a great deal of the prosperity of that part of the country to that
circumstance.

5633. Is there a tendency to great subdivision, or are the small farms run toge-
ther?—The landlord generally wishes to run the small farms together, but he
cannot do that without turning out the population, and I think, generally speaking,
that is not resorted to in the north now.

5634. You yourself do not much approve of that?—No, I do not. For the
purpose of trying an experiment upon my own principles, I took the agency of a
small property in the county of Tyrone which was under very bad circumstances,

just to try what could be made of it; and I took all the cottiers, and allocated them
upon ihe edges of a large bog which was in the property, and they are doing well
there. I think I was never in advance more than 127/-, and out of that I have
realized a well-paid rental of 66/. a year, and the most part of that loan is-

paid up.

5635. You know what the rents are in England, generally speaking?— I have
inquired here and there in passing through the country.

5636. Do you not think the rents in Ireland are as high as they are in

England?—I do.

5637. Are they higher?—I think, in many instances, they are higher for the

same quality of land.

5638. And well paid?— Yes. I was furnishing my accounts the other day to

Lord Gosford, and there was only an arrear of 10 /. upon one of his manors, which
was near 4,000 /. a year ; and this tenant was originally, when I got the manage-
ment of the property, in debt 60/. or 70/., but he has paid it all up now but that

10 /., and that will be paid this year, I hope.

5639. Is not the quantity of corn land increased very much in Ireland ?—

I

should think it was.

5640. Your Irish acres are larger in Ireland, are they not?—We have the statute

acre now in Armagh.
5641. Is it the case in the county of Armagh generally, or only nearer towns,

that the land lets at a guinea an acre ?— I think that would be the average rent

of arable farms ^ perhaps from 22s. to 23 *. would be nearer to the average of the

low lands.

464- y Y 4 5642. You
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Mr. jr. Blacker. 5642. You sa,y there is a great exportation from Armagh ?—Yes ; there is a
" " very considerable exportation of wheat and butter, and oats and pork.
13 June 1836.

^g^^_ jIj^j jg ggj^t ^^ the English market?—Yes.
5644. Can you form any opinion what quantity of those articles comes to the

English market in the course of the year ?— I cannot. The only mode of estimat-

ing the quantity is by the shipments at the several ports.

5645. Have not those exports increased very much of late years?— I think they

were increasing very much within the last two years ; and I rather think the growth

of flax, which has been revived by the failure of the flax crop on the Continent, has

checked, in a great measure, the increase of the exports in corn from the north of

Ireland ; 1 think it is scarcely so much as it was ; but this year, in the whole north

of Ireland, in the flax-growing country, there is not the eighth part of the wheat

crop sown that there was two year ago.

5646. It is applied to flax?—Yes.

5647. Will that continue to be the case if there is a good crop of flax on the

Continent?—Certainly not. We were formerly driven out of that crop altogether,

and shall be again, no doubt.

5648. There was a very bad crop of flax the year before last on the Continent?

—Yes,

5649. Wliere does your flax go?—The great demand is from Dundee.

5650. You have suggested, as an encouragement to agriculture, a duty on the

raw materials. Are you not aware that if a Dundee manufacturer has his price of

flax enhanced to him he may run the risk of not being able to stand the compe-
tition of other countries ?—Yes, I am perfectly aware of that; but, talking as a

flax grower, I know that it is not my interest to ruin the flax-spinner or the linen

trade generally, for that is the market we look to for the sale of our flax, and I

would not contemplate it. Even if there was a complete prohibition put on foreign

flax the price of the home-grown flax would keep within 25 per cent, of what it has

been the last 1 8 months, and during the last 18 months the prosperity, not only of the

flax-grower but of the flax-spinner and the linen manufacturer, has been very

great, so that that shows they are not incompatible; but suppose it was incompa-

tible with the foreign export of linen, I think I have shown in my publication that

the national wealth and prosperity would be more increased by the value of the

home growth of flax than it could be five times over by all the profit derived from

foreign export; therefore, if they were incompatible, that must be preferred which
is most for the interest of the community ; but I assert that they are not incom-

patible; and that, under a proper protection, home competition would have the

price so as to enable the flax-spinner and the linen manufacturer to carry on a

prosperous trade.

5651. Do you save your own seed in flax?—That is coming into practice at

present, but generally Ave have it from America, and Holland and Russia; a great

deal from Riga.

5652. An opinion has prevailed generally that the climate of Ireland will not

ripen the seed ?— It will ripen the seed, and as fine seed as can be put into the

ground.

5653. Then why do you import it ?-^It gives a good deal of trouble, and people

sowing small quantities do not think it worth while to be at the trouble of it.

5654. Should you think that the grower of flax would be benefited by putting

a duty on the importation of foreign flaxseed ?— I think that would tend to increase

the value of the produce of the land, for diff'erent flax growers, who have made
it the practice of saving the seed, have gained from 8 /. to 9 /. an acre by the seed,

and without having the flax very little, if at all, deteriorated.

5655. Can it be desirable so far to reduce the price of home-grown flax as to

prevent its being grown at home merely for the purpose of promoting manufac-
tures ?— I should say decidedly not, and that any person who goes into a calcu-

lation of that will see that the home growth is five times over more important to

the nation than any profit on the foreign trade. The linen manufacture at pre-

sent has a complete monopoly of the home consumption of linen, because there is

a duty of 40 per cent, on the import of foreign linen, therefore the only question

is as to the foreign trade.

56,56. There is a protecting duty of 3 /. on the import of flax, is not there ?—

I

am not aware of that ; it is quite free.

5657. While the manufacturer is protected by the duty of 40 per cent.?—Yes;

and I strongly pift forward, that the only reason that the manufacturer can give for

calling



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE, rBrought from the Lords.) 361

calling on the country to give him that protection is on account of the clicap rent Mi. W. Blacker.

and the cheap labour of the Continent, that enables the foreigner to luidcrscll him; .,

that cheap rent and cheap labour just operate on the growth of flax as much as it 13 June 1836.

does on the linen manufacturer's trade; therefore, if one is entitled to protection

from that circumstance, the other is also. In my publication I have given the

extent of labour which Mould be required for the cultivation of flax as vastly above
the entire labour that is employed in the whole manufacture of linen, both for

borne and foreign consumption.

[The fVitness is directed to withdraw.

Mr. Carter Fairbrother is called in ; and Examined, as follows

:

5658. YOU are a bailiff to Lord Salisbury?— I am.

5659. Have you prepared a table of what flour might be produced from five

bushels of wheat, and what quantity of bread may be made from it 24 hours

after baking?— I have.

[The same is read, and is as follows ;]

Price and Produce of Five Bushels of Wheat, 31st May 1836.

Mr. C. Fairhrother,

Price of
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No. 2.

Appendix, No. 2. Statement sliowing the Average Rate in the Pound at wliich the Land Tax is
'

charged in the several Counties in England and Wales, and in Scotland ; taking the

Value at Three-fourths of the Amount assessed to the Property Duty in 1815.

COUNTIES. Estimated Value.

Quotas

of Land Tax.
Rate per Puuud.

ENGLAND.

Bedford -

Berks - - -

Bucks - - -

Cambridge
Chester - - -

Cornwall

Cumberland -

Derby - - .

Devon - - -

Dorset - _ -

Durham - - -

Essex - - -

Gloucester

Hereford

Hertford

Huntingdon -

Kent . - -

Lancaster

Leicester

Lincoln - - -

Monmouth

Norfolk - - -

Northampton
Northumberland
Nottingham -

Oxford -

Rutland - - _

Salop - - -

Somerset
Southampton -

Stafford -

Suffolk -

Surrey - - -

Sussex - - -

Warwick
Westmoreland
Wilts -

AVorcester

York, East Riding -

— North Riding
— West Riding -

Middlesex
London -

Westminster

t.

273,208

539.918

497.154

529,029
836,196

691,695

553,079

662,528

1,443,684

544,698
664,185

1,188,081

986,795

471,867

437,743
244,473

1,265,583

2,354,283

713,931

1,572,459

224,236

1,137,489
710,684
968,560

563,720

593.151

103,662

812,777

1,731,543

930,41

1

900,244

863,479
1,192,277

689,513

952,318
224,687
9H,7i5
615,016

788,361

879.567
1,902,391

2,538,000
801,582

984,450

28,430

40,194
46,815

32,470

27,475

30,473

3,727

23,402

77,758
32,021

9,626

88,639

46,658

20,102

41,782

15,277

80,487

19,409

34.237
70,5.30

9,609

81,818

47,157
14,274
26,728

38,011

5,473

28,681

69,897

52,599
26,139

72.498
65,104

58,446

39.208

3,030

50,985
32,523

2C,300

25,702

42,401

95,584
87,244

53,418

about 2s. id.

about 1 s. 5I d.

about is. lO^d.

about IS. 2j £?.

about yid.
about 10 J d.

about i^d.

about 8J <f.

about 1 s. -^ d.

about Is. "id.

about 3i <f.

about IS. 5jd.

about 1 1 4 rf.

about lOjtf.

about 1$. loid.
about 1 s. 2| d.

about 1 s. 34 d.

about 2d.

about ii^d.
about 10^ d.

about Q^d.

about IS. 54 rf.

about 1 s. 3| d.

about 3|c?.

about 11 id.

about IS. Sl d.

about IS. -^d.

about 8hd.
about 9|<f.

about is. lid.
about 6| d.

about is. 8c?.

about 1 s. 1 d.

about is. 8d.

about 9j d.

about 3i(/.
about is. lid.
about 1 s. -J d.

about 64 d.

about 7 d.

about 54 d.

about Qd.
about 2 s. 2 d.

about 1 s. 1 d.
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N'o. 2.—Average Rate at wliich the Land Tax is charged in England, &c.

—

continued. Appendix, No. a.
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No. 5.

and Peas, Meal and Flour, Imported into His Majesty's Colonies in America, the Islands of Guernsey,

Parts, in each of the Years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive.

FROM FOREIGN PARTS.

Meal and Flour.

Wheat, ^lenl

or Flour,
Barley,meal. Rje-meal.

Total.

Corn and Grain. Meal and Flour.

8 -

1 4
1 4

0° -

12 -

12 4
38 -

5 2

31 6

224 -

39
-

- 4

29 -

2 4
- 5
1 -

7 2

30 4
64 7

7
10

33
18

11

36

u 2

•^4 3
76 5

Cwtf. qrs, lbs.

595 - -

122 2 -

345
1,216

2,368

2,084

2,560

3.926

4.672
6,521

1,537
21,92

727
1,693
1,040

4.537
1,320

2,797
2,841

997

5,765
807
289

1,109

3.915

6,976
1,726

5.333

8,773
13.287

3.055
8,019

4.490
3.366

9,8u
2,864

0,204

2,278

474
690

2,344

33
13

14

3
-

3 14
"" 5

3 13
2 16

3 7
2 27
- 15
1 16

- 27
2 25
- 6

2 18

1 15

3 14
2 24

CtctS, qrs. lbs. CwtS. qrs. lis, Cwts. qrs^ lbs. Cwts. qrs. ihs.

4
5

167

4 - -

72-12-
15 2 -

19 2 -

45 2 -

23 - -

14 - -

1 -

I
-

9 2

202 1

100 -

25 -

323
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No. 5.—Quantities of Foreign Grain, &c. imported into His Majesty's Colonies in America, the Islands

Imported into

Isle of Man

Aggregate of

Imports into

the Channel
Islands and
Isle of Man.

Imported into the
British North

Am ERIC AN Colonies,

Years.

181.5

l8l6

1817
1818

1819
1820
1821

182 2

1823
1824
1825
1826

1827
1828

1829
5830
1831

1832

1833
1834
1835

1815
1816

1817
1818

1819
1820
1821

1822

1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828

1829
1830
1831

1832

1833

1834
1835

1815
to

1831

1832

1833
1834
1835

QUANTITIES IMPORTED

Corn and Grain.

Wlieat. Barley.

Qrs. bus.

1,087 -
88.5 2

2,480

2,489

8,114

4.474
10,634
14,100
1 1,8.33

10,689

3.344
5,617

3.789
7,422
6,671

17,208

15.058

7.453
18,671

30,848

35.607
26,791

40.576
39.664
47,004
52.332

34.436
46,122

54.663

59.040
50,652

625 4
3,900 5
3.575 2

Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus.

5,935
1,021

5,293

1.343
648

4.052

4.764

3.167

1,141

510
1,060

1,471

844
3,735
8,619

2,375
3.157
6,1 27
9.623
6,815

7,942
12,739
17,186

15,064

6.845
9,611

12,034

15.932

10,119

Rye.

Qrs. bus.

468
3,238

2,540
2,090

440
926

3,222

967

594
86

46
260
120

1,294

2.572

1,945

2,915

2,483

2.747
3.613

2,760

5,612

6,277

5,190

5.371

4,326

4,571
7.888

6,865

Beans. Peas

Qrs. bus.

14 -

146

59
21

3 -

9 6

3 -

1 4
331 -

1 ,005 6

848 1

1,114 6

33 -

135 -

2,286 6

504 7
516 7
641 4

134 6
i,i8i -

27
12

23
21

18»

50
13

63
295

1.055

788
1,404
102

8)3
1.891

942
1,070

466
1,765

1,498

Qrs. bus.

157 2

22 -

454 5
159 5
226 7
276 6

518 -

177 2

41 -

10 1

23 6
366 -

79 1

105 7

56 5
61 4
179 5
222 -

395 3
.398 6

503 5
381 5
862 7

942 3
448 3
605 1

736 2

1,225 6

765 5

There is no general Record of the Importations

,

495
3,604

49

366 -

428 -

• Returns not yet complete.

2,597 4
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of Guernsey, Jersey, &c., from Foreign Parts, in each Year from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive

—

continued.

FROM FOREIGN PARTS.

Buck Wheat.

Qn. hu

Meal and Flour.

Wheat-meal or

Flour.

Cwts, qrs lbs.

Barley-meal.

Cuts. qrs. tbs. Cults, qrs. lbs.

Rye-meal.

Cuts. qrs. lis.

Indinn Meal.

Cwts. qrs. lbs.

3.071 1

1,428 -

29
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Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.

1816.

Appendix, No. 6.
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Annual Average Prices of Whoa
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Appendix, No. 6. Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.
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Annual Average Prices of Wheat, 8cc., in Mark-lane—continued. Appendix, No. 6.
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Appendix,
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Annua
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Appendix No. 6. Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.
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Annual Average Prices of VV^ieat, Sec, in Mark-lane

—

continued.
Appendix, No. 6.
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Appendix, No. f).
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Annual Average Prices of Wlieat, &.C., in Mark-lane

—

continued. Appendix, No. 6.

1826.

The Week ending
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Appendix, No. 6.
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Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.



384 APPENDIX TO EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

Appendix. No. 6. Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.



ON THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE. ( Brought from tho Lords.) 385

Annual Avenicje Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

coiiliiiued.
Appendix, No. 6.
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Appendix, No. 6. Annual Average Prices of Wheat, Jcc, in Mark-lane

—

continued.
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Annual Average Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued. Appendix, N(i. 6.
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E

Appendix, No
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Annual Average Prices of Wheat, Sec, in N!



Appendix", No. 6.

390 APPENDIX TO EVIDEXCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

Average Annual Prices of Wheat, &c., in Mark-lane

—

continued.

1835.

The Week ending
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ANNUAL AVERAGE PRICES of Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye, Beans and Peas Appendix, No. 6.

in the Market of Mark-lane, in each Year from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive.

YEAR.
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No. 8.

An Account of Grain, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye, Beans and Peas, Flouu and Meal (oilier than Foreign),

brought into Consumption in Grcal Britain from Itehtid, His Majesty's Colonies in America, the Islands of Guernsey,

Jcrsci/, Alderney and Sark, and the Isle of Man, specifying the Quantity of each Sort of Grain, Flour and Meal

brought from each of the afore-inentioned Places, in each of the Years from 1815 to 1836, both inclusive, and in the

last Year the Importation being detailed by Month.
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No. 8

—

An Account of Grain, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in Great Britain from Ireland,

His Majesty's Colonies in America, &cc., &c.

—

continued.
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No. 8.—An Account of Grain, Wheat, Barley, OaU, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in Grtat Britain from Ireland,

His Majesty's Colonies in Ainerica, &c., &c.

—

continued.
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No. 8.

—

An Account of Grain, Wlieat, Barley, Oats, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in Great Britain from Ireland,

His Majesty's Colonies in America, he, &c.

—

continued.
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>jy. 8. Am Account of Grain, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in Great Britain from Ireland,

His Majesty's Colonies in America, &c., &c.

—

continued.
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No. 8.

—

An Account of Grain, Wiieat, Barley, Oats, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in Great Britain from Irdaua
His Majesty's Colonies in America, &;c., &c.

—

continued.
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No. 8.

—

An Account of Grain, Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye, &c., brought into Consumption in GreatBritain from Ireland,

Hig Majesty's Colonies in /America, &c., &a.— continued.

Indian Corn

Buck Wheat >

Wheat-meal

or Flour.

Barley-meal .

Gat- MEAL

Quarter ended

Total

5 April 1835

5 July .,

10 Oct. „

5 Jan. 1836

Total .

5 April 1835

5 July »

10 Oct. .,

5 Jan. 1836

Total •

5 April 1835

5 July «

10 Oct. ,,

5 Jan. 1836

Total

5 April 1835

5 July ,,

10 Oct. „

5 Jan. 1836

Total -

Quantities of Grain, Meal and Flour brought into Consumption in

Great Biitiiin in the Year 1835, stated in Quarterly Periods.

THE PRODUCE

Qrs. bush.

Of
Guernsey',

Jersey,

Aiderney
and Sark.

Qrs. bush.

Cujts. qrs. lbs

290,740 2 6

245,145 1 24

222,701 2 14

365,755 3 -

Of

the Isle of

Man.

Qrs. bush.

Of
tlie British

North American
Colonies.

Qrs. bush.

C. qrs. lbs.

1,124,343 > 16 -

128,279 3
-

87,748 3 16

83,145 I 4

266,833 - -

203 2 16 26,816 1 7

Cuts. qrs. lbs.

42-

16

192 -

Cuts. qrs. lbs.

6,714 3 1

3:9G3 2 21

9,073 2 23

7,064 - 18

Of
other British

Possessions

out ot Eurupe.

Qrs. hush.

336 7

337 1

Cwts. qrs. lis

3,036 - 26

2,038 1 25

7,044 3 13

3,412 3 17

566,006 3 20

2 -

3
-

58

•5,532 1 25

TOTAL.

Qrs. buih.

- 2

336 7

337 1

Cwts. qrs lbs.

300,496 - 5

251,147 2 14

238,827 1 10

376,424 3 7

1,166,895 3 8

128,282 1 -

87,758 2 16

83,145 1 4

266,891 - -

566,077 - 20

The records of this department do not supply the means of exhibiting the consumption of grain (other than forei<^ii)

in monthly periods, as required by the order. The foregoing statement, which shows the consumption in quarterly

periods, is therefore respectfully submitted.

Inspector General's Office,]

Custom House, London,
J-

11 March 1836.
J

William Irving,

Inspector General of Imports and Expons.

4C4. 3 D 4



400 APPENDIX TO EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

No. 9.

Appendix, No. q. An Account of the Prices of Beef, Muttox, Veal, Pork, Cheese and Butter, at Smit/ifield

and Leadtnhall Markets, for each of the Years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive.

YEARS.
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No. 10.

An Account of the Quantities and Prices of Ieisii Salted Beef and Pork contracted for

from 1813 to 1830.

Appendix, No. 10.
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No. 11.

Bethlem and Chtlsta Uospitah, in each Year, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive.

HOSPITAL.

1824.



404 APPENDIX TO EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE

No. 11.—An Account of the several Articles of Clotbing, and the Prices of
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each, in Greenwich
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No. 12.

Appendix, No. 12. An Account of the Nitmber of Stock (distinguishing the various kinds), and of the Amount
" of Butter, Beef, Pork, Bacon, und Hams, brought into Great Britain from Ireland horn

1815 to 18>25.
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No. 14.

A Return of the Amount of the Liadilities of \.hi Rank of England, distinguishing Bank Notes from Deposits, and
the Bank Notes under f. 5 from those above tliat Amount; also of Coin and Bullion, distinguishing each, in the Bank,
and distinguishing Gold from Silver, in each Quarter, from the Year 1825 to the Year 1835, both included.
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ANALYSTS OF INDEX.

LIST of the Principal Headings referred to in the following Index, witli

the Page of the Index at which they will be respectively found.

Agricultural Distress—Extent thereof: Tode."^

1. GeneraUtf -------_. -.j
2. In particular Counties -----_. __j

Allotment System:
1. Its Effects upon the Consumption and Price of Wheat - - - - 2

Arable Farms ---------.. .0
Bankers:

2. Accommodation to Farmers - - - -- - - _g
Bill Brokers -----__-. _..y
Butter ----.-._--_. _jQ

Capital:

Exhaustion of Agricultural Capital ---.---_xo
Cash Payments Bill - - - - - - - - - - -ii
Clay Lands - - - - - - - - - - - -14
Competition for Farms - - - - - - - - - -14
Corn Crops - - - - - - - - - - - -16
Co7-n Laws - - - - - - - - - - - -16
Cultivation - - - - - - - - - - - "l?
Currency - - - - - - - - - - - - -18
Failures .-----------.02
Farmers -.---------.-22
Freeholders------------- ^Q

Importations -------- .--.^q
Ireland ------------- ^i

Joint Standard ----------- -j^

Joint Stock Banks.-

1. Accommodation to Farmers and Manufacturers - - - - - 32

LabovT ---.-----.--. 22
Labourers ------------- gg

Land 33
Land Tax ------------- 23
Landowners .------. .--.gg
Malt Tax 35

Manure ----.-------.3^
Over-cropping ------------ <^S

Parliament .-.---.--_-_g^
Potatoes ------------.^2
Prices __.--------_. ^2

Rents .------------ ^^

Settlements on Estates ----------- ^j

Sheep ._-------. ---^8
Sheep Farmers ------------ j^S

Silver Standard ------------48
Stock ..-.------_-- 51

Talloiv ..-.-- 5Q

464. 3 F Taxation
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Report, 1837

—

continued.

P.ii;e of

Iiidej.

Agricultural Distress :
—Joint Stock Banks—continued.

Ta-iation -.-----------52
Tithe Bill 54
Tithes .---------. -.5^.
Wages -----.-------56
Wheat ..----- 57

Wool-------------- 60

Yeomen ._._.__...__ 60

jigricuhural Population ---.--.---.\
Allotment System:

1. Its Effects upon the Consumption and Price of Wheat - - - - 2

2. System in particular Counties --------2
Potatoes ------------ ^2

America --------------2
American Mines ------------^
Artificers --------------3
Averages :

1. Accuracy thereof --..------^
2. Proposed Improvements ---------4

BaJik of England ..----------5
Branch Banks ----------- g^

Currency _-.--------- i8

Ba NKERS :

1. Generally _.-_-__----5
2. Accommodation to Farmers -------- ^

Bank Notes ------------^
Branch Banks ----------- g

Joint Stock Banks ----------- 2~

BARLEY:
1. Groivth and Consumption - - -..-.--^
2. Prices; tchether remunerating or otherwise ------ 5

3. Papers laid before the Committee ------ -Q
Beer Bill - - - - 6

Chevalier Barley - - - - - - - - - - -13
Malt-tax ----- 35

Beans _-_-----------6
Beef - 6

Beer-shops .-----.------6
Birmingham ---- .-.------ -j

Bone Manure -------------8
Branch Banks -------------9
Bread ----- 9

Capital : Exhaustion of Agricultural Capital:

1. In England generally - - - - - - - - -10
2. In particular Counties - - - - - - - - -10

Cidtivation - - - - - - - - - - - "'7
Interest ------- 30

Cash Payments Bill - --------- - -11
Contracts - - - - - - - - - - - -1.5
Currency - - - - - - - - - - - -18

Cattle - 11

Circulation ------------- 13

Clay Lands':

1. Generally - - - - -'- - - - - -14
2. In particular Counties .-.------14

Clothing
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Report, 1 837

—

continued.

_ _̂
Page of

, IiidcK.

Clothing ----.-------..14
Contracts ------- -..----\j
Corn ------ --------tr^

Barley --------- ----ij
Oats - - - - 38

W/ieat ------------- ^y

Corn Crops ------------- \Q

Corn Laws:
1. Generally - - - - - - - - - - -16
2. Warekousittg System - - - - - - - - -16
3. Proposed Alterations - - - • - - - - -16

Fixed Duty ..--.24
Cottage Rents - ..-ifj
Crops ---------- -.--\-j
Cultivation :

1. Improvements therein - - - - - - - - -17
2. Deterioration : Causes and Extent thereof - - - - - - 1

7

3. Effects of diminishing the Cultivation of Corn - - - - - 1

7

4. Expenses - - - - - - - -- - - -17
5- Systems pursued in different Counties - - - - - - -18

Bone 3Ianure------------ ^

Clay Lands - - - - - - - - - - - "H
Draining ------------ 20

Improvements ------------30
Inferior Lands ...--------30
Manure-------------37
Cher-cropping------------38

CVRRENCY

:

\. Its Effects upon Prices and Agricultural Interests - - - - \i

2. Howfar Depreciation icould relieve Distress - - - - 18

3. Nature of the Alterations proposed ------- iq

4. Justice of changing the Standard - - - - - --19
Bank of England

----------- g

Bank Azotes -.----------5
Bankej-s-------------5
Circulation - - - - - - - - - " - -'5
Gold Coinage------------ 2^

Gold and Silver .__-.------ 25

Gold Standard 25

Joint Standard - - - ". "" " " " - ~ 3'^

Joint Stock Banks ----------- ^2

Manufactures ------------36
Silver Standard ----------- ^S

Standard ------------51
Draining ---------------20
Employment ------------- 21

Labourers ------""" ""33
Poor 40

Poor Law Act ----------- ^i

Failures --------------22
Farmers :

1. Their Distress generally - - - - - - - - -22

2. Classes more peculiarly affected
-------- 2-^

3. Their Distress doubted or denied-----
,f.-

- - 23

4. Whether they will profit by a Rise in the Price of Wheat '- - - 23

5. Their mode of Living
---------24

,5._ 3 F 2 Agricultural
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continued.

'

Z
Page of

Farmers—conUnuea. index.

Jgridiltural Distress -------- .-i
Competitionfor Farms' - - - - - - - - - -14
Failures------------- o'2,

Graziers------------- 'zQ

Fires _------------- 24

Gold Coinage - - - - ------.--25
Gold Standard - - 25

Importations :

1. Effect of Importations of Irish Produce upon Prices - - - - 30

2. Amount and Nature of the Imports ----..-go
3. Foreign Importations : their Effect on the English Markets - - - 30

4. Fraudulent Importations of Foreign Grain ------ 30

IRELA^D

:

1. Expenses of Cultivation therein ---.--_. 31

2. Condition of the Country .----....gi
Joint Standard------------- ^<i,

Currenc!/ - - - - - - - - - - - -18
Gold Standard --.--.----.25
Silver Standard ----------.^3
Standard --.-....-... ^i

Joist Stock Banks-.

1. Accommodation to Farmers and Manufacturers - - - - - 32

2. l^heir Constitution, ^c. -----..._ gj

Manufactures------------ ^Q

Labour -------------- ^3

Labourers .-

1. Their Condition generally ---------33
2. In particular Counties .---..---33

Allotment System ----------- 2

Beer Shops ------------ Q

Employment - - - - - - - - - - - -21
Malt Tax, I., 3 36

Migration ------ ----..gy
Poor - 40

Poor Late Act------------ ^\

Wages ------------- qQ

Land Tax - - 33

Machinery ..-.---.----.35
31ALT Tax:

I. Advantages in repealing the Malt Tax :

1. Generally -----------35
2. Farmers------------35
3. Labourers ------ -----36

II. Advantages to Farmers in being enabled to malt their ozt'n Grainfor Cattle - 36

III. Substitutesfor Taxation in case of the Repeal of the Malt Tax - - - 36

IV. Alterations in Duty or Mode of collecting------- ^Q

Manufactures:
1. Causes of their Prosperity ----.-__ 36

2. Extent thereof - - 36

3. Influence of a Change of Currency upon their Condition - - - 36

Manure -------------- sy

Oats 38

Cher-cropping -------------38
Poor
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continued.

Page o

Index.

Poor ^o
Emploi/moit - - - - - - _ - . - . -21
Labourers ------ .-..._f^,.

Poor Law Act :

1. Generallif - - - - - - _ _ _ _ -41
2. Henejiciul Effects thereoj' - - - - - - . _ -41
3. Injurious Effects thereof - - - . _ _ _ _ -41
4. Administration thereof -----_-__ ^j

Poor Rates ----------- .^
Poor Laws (Ireland) - - - - - - - - . _ -41

Poor Rates :

1. Amendment thereof - - - - - -- - _ -41
2. Proportions borne by Manufacturers and Agriculturists - - - 41

Population Returns -------- .-..a<2,
Potatoes :

1. Cultivation thereof, whether increased or diminished - - - - 42

2. Effects upon the Consumption of Wheat by Labourer - - - - 42

3. Consumption of a Famili/ estimated -------42
Allotment System -----------2

Prices:
I. High Prices :

1. Comparative Periods of --------- 43
2. Effects of Appointment of Committees on - - - - - - 43
3. High, on account of bad Crops------- -43
4. Effected by Currency and Corn Laws ----__

^^3

II. Low Prices

:

1. Generally .-.---__. .-43
2. Caused by forced Sales of Agricultural Produce - - - - 43

3. Caused by Foreign and Irish Importations------ 43
4. Caused by the State of the Currency ------ 43
5. Caused by over Supply ---------44
6. Effect of Low Prices on Cultivation of Land ----- 44

7. High Prices of other Produce no compensation for Low Price of Wheat 44

III. Prices of Agricultural Produce Wheat would remunerate - - "44

Rents:
1. Rale per Acre -----------45
2. Rents which should be paid at present Prices - - - - - 45

3. Now paid by Farmers ---------45
4. Amount of Reduction already made -------45
5. Evil Consequences oj further Reduction ------ 45

6. In Ireland ..---.. -----45
Capital -------------10
Clay Lands ------------ 1^

Cottage Rents - - - - - - - - - - - -16
Farmers ------------- 11

Settlements on Estates------------47
Sheep --------------48
Sheep Farmers ------------- /\S

Shopkeepers - - - - - - - -. - - - - -48
Silver Coinage ------------- 4^S

Silver Standard------------- 4S

3& Speculation :
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Page of
SPECULATIOS : Index.

1. Generalltf -----------
^1^

2. In Corn ------------ ^q
Canals and Railroads - - - - - - - - - -10
Corn Lan-s - - - - - - - - - - - -16
Standard - - - - - - -- - - . -51

Stock:
1. Prices thereof, and hy what Circumstances influenced - - - - 51

2. H0U1far profltuble to the Farmer -------51
3. Papers laid before the Committee - -^ - - - - - 51

Tallow :

1. Duty on Foreign Talloto ------ --.^<i
2. Low Prices of British Tallow --------52

Taxation :

1. National - - - - - - - - -_- - -52
2. Local ..-.-.---.-- ^2

Ireland ------------- ^i

Malt Tax 35
Poor Rates ---_--.--.__ 41

Tithes .•

1. In Kind ------------54
2. Commutation ----------- c^^

3. Composition ---.-.-.--~^
Wa G ES :

1. Generally .-------__- ^6
2. //) particular Counties _---_--_- ^6
3. In Ireland .--.---..-. ^y

Wheat:
1. Used infeeding CattU -------- -gy
2. Prices of Wheat in England, Ireland and France - - - - 57
3. Remunerating Prices --------- g8
4. Groivth of ----------- rfi

5. Supply of -.--.-----_ ^8

6. Consumption of ---------- gg
7. Importation ----------- gg

8. Stocks in hand ----------59
9. Causes of Loio Prices ---------59

Allotment System -----------2
Arable Farms------------3
Corn - - - - - - - - - - - - -15
Corn Laws - - - - - - - - - - - -16
Cultivation - - - - - - - - - - - -17
Dantzic Wheat - - - • - - - - - - -19
Importations ---.-..-..--30
Liverpool ------------ 3^
Potatoes ------------42
Prices ------------ -42
Spring Wheat------------ ^0

Swansea --.---------52
Wool .-

1. Prices thereof -----------60
2. Causes of high Price -.------.go

Yeomen .------------.60
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INDEX.

N. B.—\n the following Index, tlie F,iyurcs following the Names refer to the Number of the Questions
of the Evidence ; and y)j>p. p. to the page of the Appendix.

\

Accommodation. See Bankers. BUI Brokers. Branch Banks. Joint Stock
Banks.

Accounts of tke Bank of England. Publication of accounts of the Bauk of Euoland com-
menced in 1834, under the present charter, Pattison 5377.

Adjustment of Contracts. See Contracts.

Adjustment of Metals. See Standard.

Agricultural Distress—Extent thereof:

1. Generally.

2. In particular Counties.

1. Generally.

The whole agricultural body, including noblemen as well as farmers, are insolvent,
Bernard 1615-1620 The agricultural counties were never in such distress as at the
present time, Wilson 1701-1703 State of agriculture is very much depressed in all

the southern counties, Trumper 3118-3120 Estimated loss to the agricultural interest

in the drought of 1826, and in the rot in sheep in 1831 and 1832, Sandars 4073, 4074
Great depression has taken place since 1816; the alteration of the currency was the

first affecting cause, Blamire 5119, 5120; Summers 5146 The amount of agricultural

distress has been greatly exaggerated, Pattison 5440.

S. In particular Counties.

In Bedfordshire the farming interest is much depressed ; strong lands cannot by any
system of farming be cultivated with profit at the present prices, Bennett 38,5, 386
Table exhibiting the annual gain or loss, for 10 years, upon a farm of 163 acres in Berk-
shire, with explanations, Allnatt 774-791 Statement of the produce of wheat in 1834,
in a whole parish, showing an excess in poor-rates and labour over the value of the whole
produce, jl2//;aW 792-797. 805-813 East Cumberland generally depressed; causes

Blamire 5088,5090-5092 Less severe in Dorsetshire than in any other county, Taylor

3259-3263 In Hampshire the state of agriculture is distressed, particularly in strong

clay lands, Twynum 562-564 The state of agriculture near Eltham is very distressed,

Green 150 The state of the farms near Hounslow is not flourishing, but they are well

cultivated, and there are not more changes amongst the tenantry than usual, Sherborne

4785-4789 In Suflblk, began in 1815 ; decreased in 1816, but increased in 1821 and
1822, Lewin 920-924 In South Wilts the state of agriculture has never been depressed

so much as at present, except in 1822, Hughes 2994-2996 Complaints were first

made in 1822, biit no improvement took place until 1826, when country one-pound notes

were withdrawn, Hughes 2997-3002.

See d\so Allotment System, 1. Arable Farms. Bankers, 2. Bill Brokers. Butter.

Capital. Cash Payments Bill. Clay Lands. Competition for Farms. Corn
Crops. Corn Laws. Cultivation. Currency. Failures. Farmers. Freeholders.

Importations. Ireland. Joint Standard. Joint Stock Banks. Labour. Labourers.

Land. Land Tax. Landowners. Malt Tax. Manure. Over-cropping. Parlia-

ment. Potatoes. Prices. Bents. Settlements on Estates. Sheep. Sheep Farmers.

Silver Standard. Stock. Tallow. Taxation. Tithe Bill. Tithes. Wages.

Wheat. Wool. Yeomen.

Agricultural Labourers. See Labourers.

Agricultural Population. Although the per centage of agricultural families appears, from

the Population Returns, to have decreased since 1811, the apparent decrease arises only

from a different mode of conducting the inquiry, Rickman 368, 369 Tables and cal-

culations to ascertain the real proportion of agriculturists to other classes, Richmnn 370-

3^2 Calculation of the number of males engaged in the cultivation of land, Rickman

375-377-

See also Population Returns.

a6a. o, AllrMtt,
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—

continued.

Allnatt, John Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Wallingford, in Berkshire,

and has occupied land, 767, 768 A land-surveyor and agent, 769 The great mass

of farmers are much distressed ; their condition has been getting worse and worse for the

last 10 years, 770-773 Table exhibiting the annual gain or loss for 10 years upon a

farm of 163 acres, 774-778 It is impossible for any farm to be better cultivated, 779-
j8i Explanations of the account, 782-786 Amount of poor-rates and labour,

787-791 Statement of the produce of wheat in 1834 in a whole parish, showing an

excess in poor-rates and labour over the value of the whole produce, 792 Explanations

of the same, 793-797' 805-813 The farmers, in almost all cases, are paying the

expenses of their fai-ms out of capital, 798-800 It is impossible that they can be

makino- profits, 801, 802 There is a profit on stock, but not suflttcient, when brought

into th^ general account, to save the farmer from loss, 803, 804.

The success of a farmer cannot be infeiTed from the price of wheat alone, 814, 815

There has been much rot amongst the sheep, 816, 817 In the year 1823-24, the

farm before alluded to produced a profit of nearly 400 Z., 818-826 All land is over-

rented at the present prices, 827, 828 With the present rents, wheat should sell at

16/. a load to make a profit, 829-831 Tlie four-course system of husbandry is used at

Wallingford, 832, 833 The wages are from 8 s. to 12 s. Qd., 835, 836 The whole of

the labour on the aforesaid farm is profitably employed, 837-841 It is in a veiy high

state of cultivation, 842 There has been a large crop of wheat for some years, as the

seasons have been favourable, 843-848 In 1819 the farm would have been worth

10 per cent, more than the present rental, 849-853 Now a bonus ought to be given for

cultivating it, 854-856 Yet it would let again for its present rent, as farmers must

have an occupation, and always hope that times will mend, 857-863 Much land

would be converted into pasture, if it could be done with less difficulty, 864, 865.

The market is overstocked with wheat of our own produce, and the prices are depre-

ciated, 866-878 The reduction of the price of labour has borne no proportion to the

reduction in the price of wheat, 879, 880 It would not be safe to reduce the one to

the level of the other, 881-884 Blacksmiths, wheelwrights, &c., charge very nearly as

much as when prices were high, 885-887 The farmers approve of the principle of the

new Poor Law, but think there is not sufficient discrimination between good and bad

characters, 888-895 The poor will be excited unless their treatment, in some places,

be altered, 896-898 Beer-houses have a tendency to demoralize, 899, 900 In a

moral point of view, it would be beneficial to transfer the duty from malt to beer, 901,

go2 Much wheat has been used in feeding cattle, 903, 904 It would be very bene-

ficial to farmers to permit them to malt their own barley for their cattle, 905-907 The

removal of the malt-tax would be a great relief ; it would stimulate the barley trade by

increasing consumption, 908-913.

Allotment System:
1. Its Effects upon the Consumption and Price of Wheat.

2. System in particular Counties.

1. Its Effects upon the Consumption and Price of Wheat.

Has a tendency to substitute garden produce for wheat, as the food of labourers, Ben-

nett 545-547 Its effects in supplying labourers with garden prodvice and diminishing

their consumption of bread, Jacob 2,5^, 352 Has introduced the use of bread and

meat amongst the labourers near Windsor, A'cTirfaZZ 1145-1 152 It encourages the

growth of potatoes, Escott 4910 Has greatly increased the ctiltivation of potatoes.

Summers 5285.
Is much encouraged in Wiltshire, and is beneficial to the poor, but reduces the con-

sumption of wheat one-third, Hughes ^016, 3017. 3057-3060 The cottagers live upon

the produce of their gardens, and consume more pork and bacon, Hughes 3035-3037

Is beneficial to labourers, but has had the effect of depreciating the price of wheat,

Twynam 624 Is not sufficiently prevalent to have affected the price of wheat, Howard

2169-2175 It improves the condition of the labourers; half an acre of potatoes will

serve a family twice as long as half an acre of wheat, Kendall 11S5-1191.

2. System in particular Counties.

Dorsetshire. The system of giving labourers a piece of land in a field, and manuring

it for them, is preferable to the usual system, Taylor 3284-3287.

Wiltshire. The system has been carried to a greater extent than in any other county!

a quarter of an acre is the largest allotment, Hughes 3054-3056.

East Riding of Yorh. The system has been introduced upon the larger estates, where

the landlords reside, Howard 2168.

See also Potatoes.

America. Evidence as to quantity of gold taken from Europe by America, Pattison

5394, 5395 The United States have depreciated their gold standard six per cent., to

bring it on a par with their silver, Cayley 367 1 Copy of a Bill concerning Gold Coins

for the United States, Attwood, p. 355 Copy of an Act regulating the value of certain

foreiga
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America—continued.

foreign Silver Coins within the United States, Attwood, p. 3-,G Conduct of the
American Congress on tlie subject of cunency ; metliod pursued by them, with a view to
bring back a gold circulation, Jttwood 5572 Plan adopted by England as to cur-
rency precisely the reverse of that which America, under similar circumstances h as
thought right to adopt, Attwood 5574.

'

American Corn and Flour. The price of wheat in America is higher than in England,
Hodgson 2028-2031-:— Corn could not be imported from that country until the home price
exceeded 70s. the quarter, Hodijson 2038-2043 Some may have been surreptitiously
introduced into England through Canada, Hodgson 2044-2048 American flour is more
highly dried than our own ; the wheat undergoes the process of kiln-drying before it is
ground, Leicin 978, 979.

See also Canada.

American Mines. The price of wheat, which had been \ns. a quarter for a centur\', rose to
40s. on the opening of the American mines, Cayleij 3642 Influx into Eurojpe of the
precious metals on the first discovery of America ; its eflect on prices and the coinage
Attwood 5583. ° '

See also Precious Metals.

Ameshury. Nature of the soil and rent per acre, Hughes 3030, 3031 Quantity of wheat,
barley and oats that can be produced per acre, Hughes 3032-3034.

Animal Food. Efllect of Irish importation on the price of animal food in the north of
England, Blamire 5124, 5125.

See also Importations.

Arable Farms. The arable farmer could not go on but for his grass farms in connexion with
his corn land, Cayley 3528-3530 In Glamorganshire there is more arable land than
there was in 1790, David 1252—1257.

Armagh. About Armagh almost entirely arable land, but little thrown into pasture. Blacker
5617 Considerable exportation of wheat, butter, oats and pork from Armagh to Eng-
land, Blacker 5642.

Artificers. Blacksmiths, wheelwrights, &:c., charge the farmers very nearly as much as when
prices were high, Allnatt 885-887 There has been very little difference in their

charges since the war, Peyton 1536-1539 In Sussex their charges not much reduced,
Hudson 3459 They charge high prices to cover bad debts ; the large farmer can get his

work done more cheaply, Cayley 3599, 3600.

See also Shopkeepers.

Artificial Food. See Cattle. Sheep.

Artificial Manure. See £o7ie Manure. Manure.

Attwood,Matthias, esq., m.p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Member of Parliament and banker,

5546 Effect which would be produced by the restoration of a silver standard, 5548
Extent to which prices were depressed by the law of 1819,5551 Table showing the price

ofcom in periods of five years, 1 769-] 794, 5551 Reasons why, w ith the present standard
of value, prices cannot permanently maintain so high a level as before the suspension of
cash payments, 5552 Proposed alteration to a silver standard would no doubt vitiate

all contracts which bear date since the introduction of the present standard to the extent

of five per cent., 5553 Beneficial results of the introduction of silver currency, 5553
Old laws regulating coin acted as a seignorage to the extent of two per cent., by pre-

venting the melting and exportation of the coin of the realm, 5553, 5554 Further
presumed advantages of a silver currency, 5555 If the present standard cannot be
varied, it would be incumbent on the legislature to cause an adjustment in the amount
of every existing contract which has its date before the introduction of the present gold
standard, 5555. -

Manner in which contracts were adjusted when the law regulating weights and mea-
sures was passed, 5555, 5556 Restoration of a silver standaid and a seignorage

would be a compromise between conflicting interests, between debtor and creditor, 5559.
Statement made in the House of Commons by a member of the Committee of 1819

as to the manner in which the Committee were misled as to the operation of the Act
for returning to cash payments in its extent of altering prices, 5560 Statement made
bv the bankers unanswered by the chairman, Sir R. Peel, 5561.

Errors which have been committed by the House of Commons in its regulations of the

currency from 1 797, 5562 Joint-stock banks, established in 1 826 as a guarantee against

future panics, now considered as the probable cause of an expected crisis, 556a, 5563
Committee of the Privy Council, 1816, sat for the puqiose of establishing a silver

coinage; results of their labours ; fallacy of their reasoning, 5563 Discussion between

the Bank and Government as to which party .should bear the loss on the silver coin

accumulated in the coffers of the Bank, 5569.

^64. a 2 To
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Attwood, Matthias, esq., m. p. (Analysis of his Evidence)
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continued.

To adjust the vahie of silver and gold, no other law necessary than one which should
enable the subjects of the realm to carry their silver bullion to the Mint and have it coined
and delivered at the rate of 5s. 2 c?. of money for the ounce of silver, 5571 Conduct
of the American Congress on the subject of currency ; mode pursued by them, with a
view to bring back a gold circulation, 5572- Notice ofa pamphlet, written by Mr. Gal-
latin, on the subject of currency, 5572 Plan adopted by England precisely the reverse

of that which America, luider similar circumstances, has thought right to adopt, 5574
Standard was fixed in 43d Elizabeth, 1601 ; this standard continued immutable to 1816,

5574 Narrative of the alterations in gold coins from Queen Elizabeth to Charles II.,

5575 Adjustment of value of metals, which took place in the reign of James, was
adopted by the advice of very able and distinguished statesmen, Lord Coke and Lord
Bacon, 5575.

Manner in which they might be continued in circulation so as to have a joint standard,

5581 Proofs that former debasements of the coin on the part of Government were not

made to produce but to prevent frauds, 5583 Influx into Europe of the precious metals
on the first discovery of America ; its effects on prices and the coinage, 5583.

Average price of corn for 50 years ending 1 794, 5584 Which demonstrates that the

prices during the war were occasioned by the paper money ; that such prices could not be
maintained when returning to metal money, 5584 Reasons why the price of corn may
not be so affected by the price of the precious metals in some countries as others, 5587,
5588 A great uniformity between the price of corn in this country and in Fi-ance,

estimated in the precious metals, ,3,587 Cause of the great difference which has always
existed in the price of corn between Prussia and some other countries and this country,

5588 An enlargement of the standard would operate on the prices of manufactures as

well as prices of corn, 5589.
In an American Congress Report the Corn Laws of England are described as an attempt

made by the legislature to evade the consequences of the return to cash payments pressing

on one part of the community ; vanity of the attempt ; concurrence of witness in the

opinion, 5590.
Imperative on the legislature to return to a silver standard of 5s. id., with a propor-

tionate seignorage to the amount the coin was depreciated in value by the old prohibitory

laws, 5592.
Extent to which it might be an improvement in joint-stock banks to require them to pay

up their capital, and limit the amount of responsibility, 5.594 Opinion as to the addi-

tional security caused by the number of partners, 5596 Conduct of many share-

holders in the St. Patrick's Assurance Company on being threatened with actions for the

debts of the company, 5598.
Value of a silver standard in times of panic, in giving security to the monetary system,

beyond any security which the present system promises, 5601.
No large supply of corn could be permanently drawn fi'om Prussia without a great

advance in price, 5603.
Ratios of gold to silver from 1760 to 1829, with the averages of each 10 years, and

the total mean average for 70 years, p. 354.
Table of prices in the market of gold and silver from 1760 to 1819, taken from

Wittenhall's Lists, and exhibiting the relative prices of gold and silver to each other, jJ- 335-
A Bill concerning Gold Coins for the United States, p. 355 An Act regulating" tiie

value of certain foreign Silver Coins within the United States, p. 356.

Averages :

1. Accuracy thereof.

2. Proposed Improvements.

1. Accuracy thereof.

Are more correct in England than in France; in the latter they are below the real prices,

Jacob 298-300 Are fairly taken ; millers generally have no interest in making unfair

returns, and are better accountants than farmers, Jacob 329-333 Are very inaccurate

at Mark-lane, Bradley, 2495 Scotch and English corn sold in the English markets
was the average taken, but with the expense of carriage added to the price, Jacob
323-328.

2. Proposed Improvements.

Should be taken in Ireland as well as in England, and should be received from the

farmer, Lewin 982 A greater number of returns should be made, and the principal

millers and maltsters should be required to make them by the quarter sessions, David
1333-1336.

B.

Bacon. Much Irish bacon is consumed in Wiltshire, Hughes 3067, 3068 Quantity
brought into Great Britain from Ireland, 1815 to 1825, App.p. 406,

Bad Debts. See Artificers, Farmers.
Bank
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Bank of England. Should be permitted to issue one-pound notes, and to pay their notes at
the market price of -old, .nstcad of the fixed price, Muntz 4(130 Discussion between the
J.ai.k and (.uvenuuent as to which party should bear the loss on silver coin accumulatedm the cotiers o the Bank, Atfwood 5,069 Amount oC the liabilities of the Bank about
32,000,000/., Pattixon 5363.

Return of the amount of the liabilities of the Bank of Entrland, distin^ruishinrr bank
notes h-om deposits, and the bank notes under 5/. from those above that amount 'also of
coin and bullion, distmguishinor each in the Bank, and distinguishing gold from silver in
each quarter, for the years 18-2.5 to 1835, both inclusive, A]j]j.'p. 407.

See also ylcco««^>;. Bilh of Exchange. Branch Banks. Bullion. Circulation. Currennj.

Bank Notes. Advantages of a free circulation of notes from 2/. to 5/. value, which should
be on the same security as that upon which ,3/. notes now rest, Escott 4084 Return of
the notes of private and joint-stock banks in each quarter from the year 1825 to the year
1835, both.inclusivc, Apjj. p. 406.

See also Bankers, 1 . Circulation. Currency.

Bank Restriction Act was followed by a general increase of prices in jjpy, Cauleij 2Gd2.

Bankers :

1. Genera 111/.

2. ^Accommodation to Farmers.

1. Generally.

Are not anxious to increase their circulation, Langhorne 3766-3769 They would
prefer Bank of England one-pound notes to an issue of their own, Langhorne 3847, 3848

—

•
—

Partners in banks should be required to give security to the amount of their subscriptions,
Z>flr/rf 1279-1282 The country bankers would "very much object to give security for

the amount of their issues, Langhoriie 3834, 3835.

'2. Accommodation to Farmers.

Freeholders can get accommodation from their bankers more readily tlian farmers, who
are so distressed that they have no security, Wi/son 1 787-1 796——Farmers cannot give
good security; persons in trade can indorse over their property. Cat/ley 4 144-4146
Bankers will not trust farmers, because they know they are needv, and on the vero-e of
insolvency, Kendall 1128-1130; Spoo7?fr 4348-435C ; Cayley 3661, 3662 In Cam-
bridgeshire, Tkurnall 2272 In Glamorganshire, Bradley 2484-2486 Farmers can
get assistance for a month or two when prices are low, Bradley 25 In Northumberland
the farmers overdraw their accounts, giving bonds with two securities, Langhorne 3709-
3711 Bankers will not advance money so readily in the East Riding of Yorkshire as
they formerly did, as farmers have no personal security, Hoivard 2\-2~-2\2Q.

Scotland. Scotch tenants not immediately swept away, as they have been in the south,

because thev can procure accommodation from the banks, GVey 4724.
See also Bank Notes. Branch Banks. Joint Stock Banks.

Baring, Mr. Quotations from his speeches supporting the view of two currencies, gold and
silver, on account of the facilities which the Bank would experience in getting silver, when
there might be ditficulties in procuiing gold, Escott 5079.

Barley :

1. Growth and Consumption.

2. Prices, whether remunerating or otherwise.

3. Papers laid before the Committee.

1. Groicth and Consumption.

The consumption has not increased in proportion to the population, Sharps '^giS, 3919
There are no counties in which more could not be grown, Sharpe 3920-3923

Consumption of barley greatly increased since the establishment of beer-shops. Summers
5291 In case of an increased consumption, farmers could produce double the quantity

that is now grown, /'h-c/z/W 1400-1403 The price would improve if the malt duty

were removed. Bowling 2825-2827 And the consumption greatly increase. Budding

2905, 2906 Farmers could afford to grow it at a lower price than 35 s., so as to exclude

foreign barley. Bowling 2907-2911.
Evidence as to quantity of barley grown to an acre, Escott 4867 Produce of barley

per acre in Glamorganshire, Bradley 2528-2532 The crops were deficient in 1834 ^"^1

1835, TAj/raa// 2331-2336.

2. Prices, whether remunerating or otherwise.

Prices of barley in 1831 and February 1836 ; difference between chevalier and coniinon

barley, Bennett 455-464 The present prices are not remunerating, £«77je« 522-527

The price (28';.) is fair, Ticynam 687, 688—But will not compensate for that of wheat,

Twynam 709 The price has been fair, but the crops deficient, Hudson 3414-3416

Four shillings a bushel is a fair price, if the quantities are average, Bradley 2553-2555.

2578-2583-^^—Remunerating price in average seasons, Skarpe ^i)00 Alter four years

464. a 3 bad
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Barley

:

—2. Prices, ii'luther remunerating or otherwise—continued.

bad crops, 406'. would be a fair price, Lcwin 1037-1043 The price of barley has Ijeen

liiiilier than that of wheat, only because the crops were bad, Carter 2950-2952 ; Hughes
3005; Bradleij-2S-2^-2r^'^2.

i. Papers laid before the Committee.

Quantities imported from foreign parts in each of the years from 1815 to 1835, both
inclusive, App. ji. 366, 367 Average prices of, at Mark-lane, from 1815 to 1835, both
years inclusive, Aj^p- p- 370-391 Account of foreign barley brought into consumption in

Great Britain, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App.p.^^i Similar return of barley
other than foreign for the same term, Ajjp.p. 393-399.

See also Beer Bill. Chevalier Barley. Malt Tax.

Beans. Fetch a better price than usual, in consequence of the failure of turnips, Bennett
480-486 In Glamorganshire beans are very little cultivated, Bradley 2564-2568.

Quantities imported into His Majesty's colonies from difierent parts, in each of the years
from 1815 to 1835, inclusive, App. p. ^66, 367 Average prices of, in the market at

Mark-lane, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, j4p/>. p. 370-391 Account of foreign

beans brought into consumption in Great Britain in each year from 1815 to 1835,
ApjJ. p. 392 Similar return for beans other than foreign during the same years,

^PP- V- 393-399-

Beef. Account of the prices of beef at Smithfield and Leadenhall Markets, for each of
the years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App.p. 400 Account of the quantities

and prices of Irish salted beef and pork contracted for from 1813 to 1836, App. p. 401
Quantity brought into Great Britain from Ireland, 1815 to 1825, App. p. 406.

Beer Bill, Raised the price of barley ; the repeal of the malt-tax would raise it more,
Ca^/Zey 4169-4171.

Beer Duty. In a moral point of view it would be beneficial to transfer the duty from malt

to beer, Allnatt 901, 902 ^The malt-tax should be transferred to beer; proposed

regulations for granting licenses and permitting private consumption duty-free, Spooner

4303-4310.4330,4331-

Beer Shops. Evil effects of beer-shops
;
present system very ruinous to the condition of

the people, Escott 4940.

In Berkshire have caused demoralization, Allnatt 899, 900 In Essex, Comport 4263
In Hertfordshire, Sharpe 3907, 3908 In Kent, the beer-shops and small public-

houses, Doivling 2902-2904 There are many iu the Isle of Thanet; their eti'ect very

demoralizing, Cramp 752, 753.

Somersetshire ; are more frequented by labourers than formerly. Summers 5255
Their bad effect ; have contributed very much to the demoralization of the lower classes,

Summers 5283——In Staffordshire are very pernicious, Firchild 1396-1399 In Suffolk,

Cooper 2710 In South Wilts, Hughes 3105 In East Riding of Yorkshire, Howard
2198-2200.

In Cambridgeshire have not injured the morals of the people in the manner described,

Thurnall 2397.

Bennett, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Has been engaged in the cultivation of

land since 1813; first in Norfolk, now in Bedfordshire, 378-384 The farming interest

is much depressed ; strong lands cannot by any system of farming be cultivated with

profit at the present prices, 385, 38(1' Prices are lower than they were in 1833, 387,
388 Wages have been reduced 1 s. a week ; they are now 8 s. or 9 s., 389, 390
This is not more than sufficient to maintain a labourer's family, but cannot be continued

with the present prices, 391, 392 Rents have been generally reduced in witness's

neighbourhood; beholds his land under lease, 393-397 The difterence between the

price of wheat and barley in 1832 and now is equal to his whole rental, supposing an

equal produce, 398-405——Nature of the soil on witness's farm, 406-412 The years

1822 and 1823 were not so bad as last year, 413-417 Notwithstanding the reduction

of rents, farmers are unable to meet their engagements, 418-422 They were better off

in 1824 and 1825, in consequence of an issue of paper money
;
prices fell in 1827, when

tlie notes were called in, 423-430 Causes of the present rise in corn (February)

431,432.
Great improvements have been made on convertible lands in Bedfordshire, 433-437

A greater quantity of corn has been grown, 438-442 The last harvest was an average

crop, and the two years preceding rather above the average, 443-446 The great

bulk of corn has already been sent to market, 447, 448 The four-course system of

farming described, 449-451 Number of sheep bred by witness; proportions of wheat

and barley grown, 452-454 Prices of barley in 1831 and at the present time ; differ-

ence between chevalier and common barley, 455-464 The price of wool has improved

about one-third since 1S31, 4G5-475 The piice of stock remains the same, but all

grain is lower, 47C-479 Beans fetch a better price than usual this year, hi consequence
of
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Jiennett, Willium. (Analysis of his Evidence)--con^inaerf.
of the failun; of turnips, 480-48(5 Poor-ratps in witness's parisli are lower than in
former years, 487-490 Keduction of tiie weekly expenses in wa<,res, 491-493.
There is still competition for farms as the number of farmers increases, 494, ^ty^

With the present burthens upon land, some of which are unfair, wheat should be"('i4«. a
quarter and barley 40..;., 4QfJ-499 The poverty of farmers has compelled them to part
with then- corn, which has forced down prices, 500-502 Causes of the rise in the price
of wool, 503, 506—-Railroads have relieved the county from the pressure of surplus
labour, 507-510 The total repeal of the malt-tax would be of great benefit, 513, 514

Chevalier barley makes the best malt; its growth, culture, &c., 515-519 Malt
would be the best food for fattening cattle, 520, 521 The present price of barley is not
remunerating, 522-527 Wheat is the staple article of the farmer; good crops of other
descriptions of corn will not make up any deficiency in it, 528, 529 When trade is
bad in the straw-plait business the poor-rates in witness's neighbourhood are increased,
530-534 Wages of men employed on railroads, 535-538.

Causes of the depression in the price of wheat
; good crops ; increased consumption

of potatoes and meal, 539-544 The allotment system has a tendency to substitute
garden produce for wheat as food for labourers, 545-547 Bread is too dear according
to the price of corn ; the bad debts of the poor have raised it, 548, 549 Labourers
generally are in debt to the bakers, and cannot buy corn of the farmers, 550-552.

Berkshire. See Agricultural Distress. Farmers' Wages, &c.

Bernard, J. B. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Lives at.Sidmouth, 1567, 1568 Accounts
were furnished to witness in 1822, which show that half the rent of the kingdom is paid
out of capital instead of profit, 1569-1576 Wheat was then 7 s. 6rf. a bushel, and is

now 5s.; the distress is therefore greater, 1577-1582 The former price was occasioned
by a succession of wet seasons, the present is the natural price, 1583, 1584—^—The dimi-
nution of the circulating medium has been the principal cause of distress ; variations of
prices, with the extension and contraction of the currency since 1822, 1585-1605
Importations from Leland are another cause, 1606, 1607- The expenses of fanners
have veiy much increased in the last 20 years, 1608-1614 The whole agricultural

body, including noblemen as well as farmers, are insolvent, 1615-1620 The price of
barley and oats is high, on account of bad crops, 1621-1623.

The diminution of the currency has reduced prices, except when there has been a
scarcity of produce, 1624, 1625 Effects of Peel's Bill, 1626, 1627 The currency
is more fluctuating since the adoption of the gold standard, 1628-1630 An extension

of the circulating medium would remove distress to a certain extent, 1631-1633
Reason why new tenants can be found without difScultv, 1634-1636 Farms on which
there is not much arable land are not so distressed as others, 1639, 1640 Witness's
rents have been reduced 40 per cent., 1641-1645 The price of butter has been depre-

ciated, 1646-1651 Burthens imposed on witness's estate during the high prices, 1652-
1654 Nature of the land and produce, 1655-1658 Making allowances for improve-

ments, the rental of land is much the same as before the war, 1659-1663- The
labourers are better off in Devonshire than in most other counties, although wages are

low, 1664-1667.

Berwick-upon-Tweed. The land is exceedingly good, and the local burthens altogether only

IS. in the pound, i«?iy/io?-«e 3683-3692 The tenantry are the best farmers in the
kingdom, and of large capital, Langhorne 3693, 3694.

See also Farmers.

Bethlem Hospital. Account of the several articles of clothing, and the prices of each, sup-

plied to Bethlem Hospital, in each year, from 1815 to 1835, App. p. 402.

Bexley, Lord. Statement of expenses and returns of a farm rented of his lordship in

Kent, Bowling 2781-2803.

Bill Brokers. In Essex the farmers can only get accommodation from bill brokers, which is

the sure forerunner to their ruin. Comport 4253-4259.

Bills of Exchange. Bank of England does not negociate foreign bills of exchange, but

becomes the purchaser or seller of bullion, according to the rates of exchange, Fatlison

Birmingham. Average wages of workmen ; they have remained stationary for three years,

Muntz 4567-4575 The deposits in the savings bank have greatly increased, Muntz

4q-j6-^ST/ The moral condition of the people is improved
;
there is less dninkenness,

Muntz 4578, 4579 Their employment is generally healthy ; they live in separate

houses; their rent, 3Iuntz 4587-4590 Many articles of Paris manufacture excel those

of Birmingham, particularly such as require much manual labour, Muntz 4603-4607

Wa'<es are" from 30 to 50 per cent, lower at Paris than at Birmingham, Muniz 4609-

4611.

464. « 4 Blacker,
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Blacker, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides in the north of Irehmd, 5604
Has had tiie management of Irish landed properties for 22 years, 5605 Agricul-

ture improving ; farmers' skill improving very much, 5607 Extent to which Par-

liament niiohtamelionite the condition of agriculturists in Ireland, 5610 By actions

on tiie currency ; alterations in the corn laws, 5610 Price of labour in the county of

Armagh, is. a day in summer, and reduced to 10 d. in winter, 5612 These wages are

higher than in the south of Ireland, 5613 Witness last year saw a man breaking

stones in the south of Ireland at a price which would not realize 6d. per day, 5614

Value attached to the permission to cultivate flax in Ireland, which cannot be done

without a protecting duty, 5615 Russia can send flax to Dundee cheaper than it

could be sent from Armagh, 5615 Strong recommendation that a permanent duty on

corn be adopted, to take at a particular price, 5615 Issue of Exchequer bills to

bankers on securities, recommended, 5615 Alteration of the duty on flax, hemp and

butter necessary, 5616.

Nature of the culture about Armagh, 5617 Almost entirely arable land, but little

thrown into pasture, 5617 Soil various; some poor, some very good, 5619-— Stall-

feeding the cattle is a great benefit, 5620 The country generally divided into very

small fanns, few above eight and many so low as four and five acres, 5623, 5624 In

the low lands 40 acres considered a very large f\u-m ; in the mountainous countries there

are larger {arms of a pasture nature, 562.5 A great deal of the husbandry conducted

by thespade, 5626 Tenants join together to keep a horse each, and a plough, in part-

nership, 5627 Rents higher in Armagh than in other parts of Ireland, 5628

System of middlemen decreasing, 5C32 Ejectment of cottiers, or a landlord taking an

estate into his own hands, not resorted to in the north, 5633 Settlement of cottiers

by witness, on an estate in Tyrone, 5634 Rents in Ireland as high as they are in

England, 5635 In many instances higher for the same quality of land, 5637 Con-
siderable exportation of wheat, butter, oats and pork from Armagh, 5642 Growth of

flax, which has much revived, owing to the failure of the crop on the Continent ; less

breadth of wlieat in consequence thereof, 5645 Evidence concerning proposed duty

on foreign fla.x, 5650-5657.

Blaclismiths. See Artificers.

Blamire, William, esq., m. p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Member of Parliament for East

Cumberland, 5085 Had considerable experience in rural matters for upwards of 20

years, 5086 Generally depressed state of the farming interest in Cumberland, 5088
Great exertions made to keep lands of the first quality in a high state of cultivation,

gogo General good state of the labourers from various causes, 5093 Considerable

quantity of inferior land thrown out of cultivation, 5094 Demand for labour

remarkably great, 5095 Tenantry generally in a bad state, 5096 Rents cannot be

paid without exhausting the lands, 5097, 5098 Rents not reduced to the extent they

should have been, owing to the competition for farms, 5099 Great numbers of yeomen
reduced to the greatest distress, owing to the pressure of the times, 5102-5103 Assist-

ance given by wealthy landlords in draining and manuring, in lieu of reduction of rent,

5115 -Gieat depression in the agricultural interests has taken place since 1816, 5119
The alteration of the currency was the first affecting cause, 5119, 5120 Also the

great foreign importation of corn, 5122 The Irish importation, more particularly as to

price of animal food, 5124, 5125.

Blythhurgh (Suffolk). Population and acreage of the parish. Cooper 2614-2618

Number of acres of each description of land, arable, pasture, ifec. Cooper 2632-2634
Many labourers have been out of employment for several years

;
profitable labour could

not be found for all, Cooper 2607-2613 Per centage of poor-rate in the pound,

Cooper 2636-2642.

The parocliial expenses have increased since 1823, Cooper 2597-2601 Rates and

expenses at different periods since 1 793, Cooper 2602-2604 Price of wheat at those

periods. Cooper 2605, 2606.

The poor are suffering, as many are out of employment, and out-door relief has been

withdrawn ; number out of employment. Cooper 2723-2727.

Bonding System. See Corn Laws, 2.

Bone Manure. Has been introduced with great profit into the East Riding of Yorkshire,

Hoicard 2190-2197 The use of bone manure since 1820 has raised the value of land

in the Wolds of Yorkshire from 7 s. to 20 s. an acre, Cayley 3545 Cost of bone

manure ; very good manure for raising a crop of turnips, and also for succeeding grasses,

Grey 4679.

Boroughhridge. Account of the cost of growing wheat and other crops upon good soils

near Boroughhridge by the four-course and three-course systems, Cayley 3555-3560,

Bradley, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Steward to gentleman near Cowbridge, in

Glamorganshire, 2427-2431 Farmers have been very backward with their rents, and
have
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have not paid them out of profits, 2432-2435 Tlierc are not many really solvent

;

there have been many failures, 2436-2438 Tiieir distress arises from the low prices of
corn and other produce, 2439-2442 The importation of Irish corn has been the cause
of low prices in Glamorganshire

; imports in 1833, 1834 and 183.5, and price of wheat
each year, 2443-2454 The produce of Glamorganshire is not enough for its consump-
tion, 2455-2468 The farmers cannot compete with the Irish, as their burthens on
land and wages are much greater, 2469-2477 It is impossible for them to go on unless
their expenses be diminished or prices raised ; they expect assistance from Parliament,
2478-2483 Country banks will not give them so much assistance as thev formerly
did, 2484-2486.

^ '

Many farmers are living harder than their labourers, and have not been reduced by
imprudence, 2487, 2488 Average rent of land; it has been reduced from 10 to 25 per
cent., 2489-2490 Comparison of the prices of corn at Swansea and Mark-lane ; in-
correctness of the averages, 2491-2500 The freeholders occupying their own land and
the smaller gentry are distressed and reduced, 2501-2505 An equalization of the taxes
in England and Ireland would be an advantage to the English farmer, 2506-2508 The
price of stock is low ; much is imported from Ireland, 2509-2313 The Irish breed less
cattle than they did, and are bringing more land into cultivation, 2514-2519 The land
is worse cultivated, and produces less than it did, in consequence of the distressed state
of the farmers, 2520-2524 Price of wheat that would be remunerating, 2525-2527

Produce of barley per acre ; causes of its high price, 2528-2532—^^^^—System of
cropping in Glamorganshire, 2533-2535 The crops have been falling off; average
amount thereof, 2536-2541,

Properties are generally small, 2542-2545 Use and advantages of the instrument
called the presser, 2547 Witness's land is not deteriorated ; he feeds much cattle and
has a breeding flock of sheep, 2548-2552 Four shillings a bushel is a fair price for

barley, if the quantities are average, 2553-2555 Many farms which were in a flourish-

ing state have been reduced by over-cropping, 2556-2560 Witness's crop has been
better than that of his neighbours, on account of better cultivation, 2561-2563 Beans
are not generally cultivated, 2564-2568 Fanners can get assistance from bankers for

a month or two when prices are low, 2574 Examination as to the prices of wool and
barley, 2576-2583 Further evidence on the practice of cropping, fallow and manure,
2584-2587.

Branch Banks. The Bank of England branch banks have contracted the circulation of other

banks by taking their notes in for cash, Langhorne 3819-3831 They will not give

accommodation to farmers on any security they have to offer, Langhorne 3832, 3833.

Bread. Is cheaper in Paris than in London ; the London flour trade is a monopoly, Jacob

303, 304 Is too dear according to price of corn ; the bad debts of the poor have
raised it, Bennett 548, 549 Labourers are generally in debt to the bakers, and cannot
buy corn of the farmers, Bennett 550-552 Evil caused by the price of bread not

bearing its proper proportion to the price of wheat, Escott 4907 The competition of

the London millers and bakers has made bread proportionately cheaper than in the

country, Bowling 2876-2880 Table laid before the Committee of the quantity of flour

which might be produced from five bushels of wheat, and what weight of bread may be

made from it, taken 24 hours after baking, Fairbrother 5659.

Bricks. Notice of the extent to which brickmaking is carried on in Somersetshire, Escott

5051-

Bristles. Quantity thereof, of foreign production, consumed in the United Kingdom in

each year, 1833-1835, Ev. p. 59.

Bristol. See Importations, 1.

Brougham, Lord. Extract from a speech of Lord Brougham's, 1822, on the subject of the

state of currency and distress in the country ; reduction of taxation recommended as the

best means of meeting the difficulty, Escott 5080.

Brunton. See Land.

Bullion. Bank always glad to purchase silver bullion, Pattison 5371- The Bank pur-

chased, between 1 830 and 1 834, 3,500,000 /. of silver, Pattison 5374 Amount of bulhon.

May 1836, in the Bank, 7,600,000/., of which 500,000/. was silver, Pc^^wow 5378,5379
Evidence as to amount of bullion held by the Bank at different dates

;
proportion of

gold and silver, Pattison 5478-5489.

Bullocks. See Cattle.

Jiurke, Mr. . His opinion that the issue of one-pound notes would drive the gold out of the

jcountry, Escott 499 J.

464. b Butler.
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Butter. The price has been depreciated, 5emarrf i646-i65i' Importations from Ireland

nnd Holland have depressed the prices of English butter, Taylor 3303-3306 D"ty on
butter has produced a great revenue to Government without raising the price to the con-

sumer, Blacker 5616.

Account of the prices at Smithfield and Leadenhall Markets from 1815 to 1835, ^o'^

inclusive, App. p. 400. Quantity brought into Great Britain from Ireland, from 1815
to 825, App. p. 406.

O.

Calves. See Cattle.

Canada. Some United States wheat may have been surreptitiously introduced into England
through Canada, but importations have been small, Hodgson 2044-2048 Quantity of

Canadian corn imported ; much American wheat cannot be brought through Canada, as

the price is generally higher than in Europe, Sandars 4087-4098.

Canals and Railroads. Effect of the general speculation in these schemes in increasing the

quantity of money in circulation, Escott 5041 Bankers state that a great deal of paper
money has been issued in consequence of these schemes, Escott [fOi^l.

Capital : Exhaustion of Agricultural Capital.

1. In England genei'ally

.

2. In particular Counties.

1. In England generally.

The large farmer is sinking his capital ; the small farmer has already sunk it, Green

189, 190 Accounts were furnished to witness in 1822, which show that half the rent

of the kingdom is paid out of capital instead of profit, Bernard 1569-1576 Wheat
was then 7s. 6rf. a bushel, and is now 5s. ; the distress is therefore greater, Bernard
1577-1582 In the southern counties rent is paid out of capital, Trumpet 3132, 3133

The capital of farmers is nearly exhausted, but not by imprudence, Trumper
3162-3164.

2. In particular Counties.

In Berkshire the farmers, in almost all cases, are paying the expenses of their farms out

of capital, ^Z/na<< 798 800 In Cambridgeshire capital has been reduced one-half by
the low prices, Tliurnall 2287-2289 In Glamorganshire the capital of the tenantry

has been gradually diminished for 15 years, and the land not well managed for want of

means, David 1203-1208 In Hampshire the capital of farmers has been much dimi-

nished, Twynam 608-610.

In Hertfordshire rents are paid out of capital, Sharpe 3870, 3871 In Kent,

Waring 118, 119 Until lately the farmers near Canterbury have paid their rents out of

capital, Nearne 1441-1444 The farmer has no interest for his capital in cultivating

corn lands in Kent, Waring 14, 15 Near Eltham farmers are paying wages and other

expenses out of capital, Green 161, 162 In Staffordshire rents are paid out of capital,

Firchild 1372-1374 In Suffolk the farmers are generally spending their capital, Cooper

2594-2596 In the East Riding of Yorkshire, Howard 2130, 2131.

See also Clay Lands. Cultivation. Interest.

Capitalists. The present tendency, both in manufactures and agriculture, is to break up the

smaller capitalists, Cayley 3663, 3664.

Capron, Mr. Particulars of a farm in Suffolk mortgaged to, which cannot be sold at half

the price for which it was purchased in 1813, Cooper 2650-26:55.

Carter, John Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A farmer at Hunstanton, in Norfolk,

and agent to Mr. Styleman, 2915-2921 The present state of the tenantry is ruinous,

2922-2924 The rents were reduced last year ; they were always moderate, 2925-2927
The tenants cannot pay their rents off the farms, but are not in arrear, 2928-2930
None have been broken up, 2931, 2932 The large supply has affected prices,

2933 Some land farmed by witness made a profit from IMichaelmas 1822 to Michael-

mas 1825, but has since occasioned an annual loss, 2934-2939 Statement of the

annual losses since Michaelmas 1 830, 2940-2946 The farm was equally well managed
at both periods ; causes of the different results, 2947 There have been bad crops since

1830, yet the prices have been reduced, 2948,2949 The price of wheat has been lower

than that of barley, because the crop was better, 2950-2952 Price of « heat and barley

in the Lynn market, 1823, 1824 and 1825,2953,2954 In 1833 and '1834; the harvests

of 1833 and 1835 were bad, 2955-2958.
In some parts of Norfolk many of the poor are out of employment, and are much

distressed, 2959—2961 Wages are reduced from los. 6d. to 9s. a week ; if prices were
improved, employment would be found, 2962-2968 The poor are discontented, but

are becommg reconciled to the new Poor Law, 2969 The farmers are afraid to lower

wages, lest their property should be destroyed, 2970-2974 Advantage of employing

the London yjolice in the country, 2975 The repeal of tiie malt-tax would be of great

benefit both to the farmers and labourers, 2976-2980 Cattle are very much fed with

wheat in Norfolk, 2981, 2982 The land is deteriorated in value, for want of manure
and cleaning, 2983-2988.

Cash
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Cash Pmjments Bill. It had very little effect in reducing prices, Sandars 4057-4060
4068-4070 It has not yet iiad its full effect upon landowners, whose estates are
charged with fixed payments, Handnrs 4071, 4072 EHect of Mr. Peel's Bill upon
prices; successive contractions of paper ciirrency from 1814 to 1819, in anticipation of
the resumption of cash payments, Cayley 36-29, 3630 Variations of issues and prices
subsequent to 1829, Caijicij 3*1:30-3633 Agricultural and manufacturing prices fell
equally in 1819, Cayley 3643, 3644.

Extent to which contracts have adjusted themselves thereto; consequences of that
measure, without reference to debtor and creditor, Cayley 41 u, 4112 The effc-cts on
manufactures have passed, but still operate on agriculture, Cayley ^w;^ They are
most severely felt by freeholders who cultivate their own land, CV(?/% 41 14-4121
Its political consequences ; eHfect of distress in producing political discontent and a
desire for change, Cayley 3665-3666 It has operated most injuriously to the small
proprietors or yeomanry who had contracted engagements in depreciated' money, Cayley
3667-3669 Its injury has only been in full operation for two years, Cry!/% 3673-3675.
3677 Successive departures from the Bill in issuing notes, Zanr//wr/ie 3783-3791 ;

Spooner 4418 There has been no departure from the metallic currency since that
period, Pattison r,rfii Had the State not ettected the change in 1819, they would have
been called upon to do so at a later period, Pattison 5517 Statement made by
Mr. Bankes, in the House of Commons, complaining of the manner in which the Com-
mittee of 1819 had been deceived as to the true operation and extent of the Act for
resuming Cash Payments, Attwood 5560, 5561.

See also Currency.

Cattle. Much fed with wheat in Norfolk, Carter 298 1 , 2982 Much oil-cake and corn are
used in feeding cattle in Suffolk, Cooper 2704-2707.

Quantity of bullocks, cows, sheep, pigs, horses, mules, calves and lambs imported into
Liverpool from Ireland and coastwise, from 1829 to 1835 inclusive, Sandars 3950.

See also Malt Tax, 11. Wheat, 1

.

Cayley, Edward Stillingfleet, esq., m. p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Member for the North
Riding of Yorkshire, and has made agriculture his study for many years, 3518-3520
Was a member of the Commons' Committee of 1833 ; the farmers at that time we're deeply
distressed, 3521-3525 'Die lowland farmers were suffering from wet seasons and short
crops, while the upland farmers, whose crops were good, enjoyed the scarcity price, 3526

In the last two years the condition of upland farmers has been worse, while that of
the lowland farmer has improved, 3527 The arable farmer could not go on but for his
grass farms in connexion with his corn-land, 3528-3530 The upland farmers have
been preserved, until lately, from the effects of low prices, 3531 Abundant harvests
have made the state of the lowland farmer better than in 1833, but these cannot be
expected to continue, 35 ]2, 3533.

Account of the expenses and produce of a farm in witness's occupation for the years
1833, 1834 and 1835 ;

nature ofthe soil, kc, 3534-3540 The four-shift system prevails,

and artificial manure is used with great effect, 3541-3545 Detailed statement of the
mode of working one acre of land cultivated on the improved or four-course system, 3545
3546 Account of receipts and expenses, for six years, of a farm held at a corn-rent
near York, showing a loss, 3547-3550 Variations in the expenditure explained, 3551,
3552 This farm has a larger proportion of grass, and the poor-rates are light, 3553,
3554 Accounts from a farmer near Boro^ighbridge of the cost of growing wheat aiid

other crops upon good soils, on the four-course system, 3555-3558 Account from the
same faj-mer of the cost of growing wheat, &c., on the three-course system, 3559,3560.

In many counties the proportion of heavy land to lighter soils is one-half, 3561
Until lately it was peculiarly the wheat land, 3564 The product of the heavy soils

generally determines the abundance or scarcity of wheat ; influence of wet and dry
seasons upon the upland and lowland farms, 3565 The harvest of 1833 was scarcely

an average ; 1834 very abundant, and 1835 deficient. 3566, 3567 Circumstances which
occasioned the deficiency, 3568-3571 Rents are better paid than they ought to be,

for the tenants pay them out of capital and leave their bills unpaid, 3572, 3573
Tradesmen who were anxious for a repeal of the corn lavvs are now desirous of sustainino-

the price of corn, 3574 If landlords pressed for arrears few tenants could pay them,

3575 Rents have, in some instances, been reduced from 400/. to 100/. a year; in

others a sum has been paid a tenant to take a farm, paying no rent, 3576-3578.

Wages are high in vv'itness's district, as much new land has been brought into cultivation

3579 The labourers when employed are generally well off, but they are paid out of
capital, and thus the legitimate fund for the employmefit of labour is gradually exhausted,

3580, 3581 With the present prices wages must be reduced and the labourer eventuullv

thrown altogether out of employment, 3582 The Poor Law Amendment Act scarcely

operates in the north, 3583, 3584 It cannot come into full operation while the present

prices continue, 3585 In the north the effects of the new law of settlement are not
apparent; uncertain benefits of migration, 3586 Many of the tradesmen in towns
surrounded by agricultural districts have been bankrupt; they all complain of the want
of the farmer's custom, 3587, 35^8 Many labourers have left poor law uniuini and

464. ^> 2 sought
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sought employment elsewhere ; the reduction of rates is not a proof of more employment,

3589-3592 The absorption of agricultural labourers in manufactures and railroads

may render agricultural labour dearer than the farmer can afford to purchase, 3o93>
3394 Incompatibility of high wages with low prices ; difhculty of adjusting them,

3595-3598.
The artisans charge high prices to cover bad debts ; the large farmer can get his work

done more cheaply, 3599, 3600 All persons who have farmers for their debtors are in

distress, 3601 ,
360-2 The manufacturers are said to be very prosperous ; their prosperity

arises from the large issues of joint-stock banks, who accommodate them, but refuse

assistance to the farmers, 3603-3605 There is not an identity of interest between the

manufacturers and agriculturists ; neither are exports a criterion of the prosperity of either,

3606 Importance of the home trade is greater than the export trade, 3607 Calcu-

lation of the number of persons in the United Kingdom dependent upon agriculture and
upon the export trade, 3608.

Natural dependence of agriculture and manufactures upon each other; their interests

may be opposed, 3609-361 1 The condition of the manufacturing interest in connexion

with the export trade should not be taken as a criterion of the condition of the agricultural

• interest, 3612, 3613 Importance to the manufacturer of being able to supply himself

from the growth of his own country, 3614 The present corn law is nearly perfect, and
has given the farmer, of late years, all the protection he can derive from any corn law,

3615 Estimated value of the gross annual produce of land, 3616 The manufac-
turer derives as much benefit from it as the agriculturist, 3617, 3618.

Distress is the result of low prices, 3619 The prices of all agricultural produce are

really low ; but in the case of barley, wool and meal have been artificially raised by*

scarcity, 3620-3622 Effect of supply and demand, and of abundance or scarcity of

money upon the prices of articles, 3623-3627 An average of seasons may be calcu-

lated upon for a long series of years, 3628 Effect of Mr. Peel's Bill of 1819 upon
prices; statement of the successive contractions of paper currency from 181410 1819, in

anticipation of the resumption of cash payments, 3629-3635 The reduced issues

caused the adverse years of 1820, 1821 and 1822, in which the prices of manufactures,

as well as agricultural produce were depressed, 3630-3632 Increased issues between
the years 1822 and 1825 produced the prosperous years of 1823, 1824 and 1825, 3632,

3633 The panic was occasioned by an over-issue of paper upon too contracted a
standard of value, 3634 In consequence of the panic a law was passed to prevent the

issue of one-pound notes after 1829, 3634-3638.
Since 1815 extension and contraction of the currency have been invariably followed by

high or low prices, 3639, 3640 A general increase of prices followed the Bank
Restriction Act and continued until 1819, since which time prices have declined ; the

price of wheat, which had been 10 s. a quarter for a century, was quadrupled by the opening

of the American mines, 3641, 3642 Manufacturing and agricultural prices fell equally

in 1819, 3643, 3644 The manufacturers are in a state of prosperity, principally in con-

sequence of the over-issues of joint-stock banks, 3645, 3646 Tabular statement of

wool imported and woollen manufactured goods exported, with calculations to prove that

the prosperity of the woollen trade did not cause the rise in the price of wool, 3647
Circumstances which contribute to the prosperity of manufactures during the depression

of agriculture, 3648-3650 Advantage of one-pound notes for circulation ; the power
of issuing five-pound notes on advantageous terms may be equivalent, 3651-3653
The war did not occasion high prices ; statement showing that in all the wars of the last

century prices rose at the peace, 3654.
Authorities in proof of the position that depreciation of currency affects prices, and tliat

the restoration of a former standard is then unjust, 3654 Principle adopted by Austria,

France and Russia of paying debts in the same depreciated money in which they had
been contracted, 3655 Importations from Ireland have not in the least affected

prices in England, 3655, 3656 Low prices cause a greater export from Ireland, unless

they fall too low for any profit, 3657- Farmers find great difficulty in obtaining accom-
modation from bankers, 3661, 3662 The present tendency, both in manufactures and
agriculture, is to break up the smaller capitalists, 3663, 3664 Political consequences

of Mr. Peel's Bill ; effect of distress in producing political discontent and a desire for

change, 3665, 3666 The change in the value of money has operated most injuriously

to the smaller proprietors or yeomanry who had contracted engagements in depreciated

money, 3667-3669.
The principles on which cash payments were resumed were unjust to the public ; the

addition of silver is an optional standard proposed, 3670 Advantages of a silver cur-

rency, in conjunction with an issue of one-pound notes by countiy bankers ; it would
raise prices 20 per cent., 3671 The landowner would gain by the depreciation of
money, in all his fixed payments, and manufacturers and labourers would not have to pay
a price for articles corresponding with their increased receipts, 3672 The injury of

Mr. Peel's Bill has only been in full operation for two years, 3673-3675 A change in

the currency would be injurious to fixed annuitants ; reasons which would render it not

unjust, 3676 Changes in the currency and extraordinary seasons have suspended the

operation of Mr. Peel'sTBill until the last few years, 3677.
[Second
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[Second ExamiaationO-Extent to >yhich contracts have adjusted themJelves to the

Bill of 1819; other consequences of that measure, without reference to the relation of
debtor and creditor, 4111,411-2 Its effects on manufactures have passed • those on
agriculture continue

;
necessity of a general reduction of rent, unless prices are raised

4,13 Its effects have been most severely felt by the freeholders wL, cultivate thei^
own land, 4114-4116 ihe small mortgagees still continue to pay the old rate of
mterest, in many mstances, 4117-4121 Taxation and poor-rates have been reduced
only nominally, and there are less means of paying them, 4122, 4123 Mode in which
currency operates upon prices explained, 4124 ^Advantages of a silver standard 41 2r-
4128. 'to

Extract from Montesquieu on the effects of contraction and expansion of the currency
upon the Roman empire, 4129 Depreciation of old coins in En-^land 4130 4131 .

Dr. Franklin's opinion of the efff;ct of raising the value of colonral currency' upon the
revolt ot the American provinces, 4131 Silver beins the standard of other countries
IS more accessible m panics, 4132-4134 The old standard should be reported to of
gold, silver and one-pound notes, 4135-4139 This would not raise prices sufficiently
high to admit foreign corn; the present corn laws should not be altered, 4140-4143

In seeking accommodation from bankers, farmers cannot give good se<'urities, 4144
Persons in trade can give better security by indorsing over their property '414.-

4146 Many landlords have been paying their" own rents, by the land beino- run ouT
4147, 4148 An equitable commutation of tithe will afford relief to the farmer 4140

Beneficial effects of repealing the malt-tax, 4150, 4151 Objections to an income-
tax; the land-tax should be equalized, 4152-4155.

Doubtful expediency of an Irish poor law, and of equalizing the taxation of both
countries, 4156-4161 Tendency of wages to find a level in both countries, 4162-4164

Effect of Irish produce on prices, 4165-4168 The Beer Bill raised the price of
barley; the repeal of the malt-tax w^ould raise it more, 4169-4171 Much drainage has
been done by landlords instead of reducing rent, 4172, 4173 Difficulty of effectino-

sales of land ;
the number of years' purchase is not reduced, 4174, 4175 To raise the

price of wheat by reducing the quantity grown is not profitable to the farmer, 4176^^
Importance of encouraging the growth of flax, 4177, 4178 To raise the duty on foreiVn
flax and tallow would be a recompense for the malt-tax, 4179-4181 The labourer
would be benefited by a rise in prices, as the fund fiom which he is now paid must soon
be exhausted, 4184-4186 Danger of reducing wages, 4187,4188 Tlie Northum-
berland system of paying them in kind is advantageous to the occupier, 4189 Compa-
rative comforts of the labourer during high and low prices, 4190-4195.

Cltalk Lands. Had more than average crops in 1835, Peyton 1528-1530.

Chard. Notice of a lace and silk manufactory at Chard, Escott 5050.

Cheese. Account of the prices of, atSmithfield and Leadenhall markets, from 1815 to 1835,
both inclusive, App. p. 400.

Chelsea Hospital. Account of the several articles of clothing, and the prices of each, sup-
plied to Chelsea Hospital in each year, from 1815 to 1835, App. p. 402.

Chevalier Barley. Chevalier barley makes the best malt ; its growth, culture, &c., Bennett
515-519 It does not yield so much as other kinds, and is more liable to injury in wet
seasons, Sharpe 3924, 3925.

See also Barley.

Cheviot Hills. Sheep farms on the Cheviot hills have often less than one sheep to an acre.

Grey 4687.

Children. Are employed by the manufacturers in Leicestershire ; there is no emplojTnent
for them in agriculture, Wilson 1769-1771 In Sussex labourers are willing to let their

children work, which, under the system of head-money, they often refused to do, Hudson
3500-35«2.

See also Poor Law Act.

Churches, Building. Importance of the precedent, when considering the question whether
the general property of the country is answerable for church support ; of the large sums
of money conti-ibuted by the Legislature towards building churches, Escott ^oQ^.

Circulation. Comparative circulation of notes by the Bank of England and countrj' bankers
at different periods, Langhorne 3836-3839 The amount of gold in circulation is much
over-rated, Langhorne 3840-3846.

See also Bank Notes. Bankers. Branch Bank. Bullion. Canals and Hailroads.

Currency. Joint Stock Banks. Manufactures. Savings Banks.
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Clay LA^DS:
1. Generally.

" In particular Counties.2.

1. Generally.

Strong clay lands cannot, by any system of farming, be cultivated with profit at the
present prices, Bennett 385, 386 The farmers on cold clay lands are the most dis-

tressed ; many, on the most heavy lands, have fitiled in the southern counties, Trumper
31 18-31 2S—^Someof the poorest clay lands require a reduction of 100 per cent, in rent,

7VMW/7er 3207-32 12 Little improvement has been made in cultivating them ; some
will not produce so much as they did in lygs, Trump^r 3213-3217 In many counties

the proportion of heavy land to lighter soils is one-half, Cayley ^[^Qi Until lately it

was peculiarly the wheat land, Cayley 35*14 The product of heavy soils generally

determines the abundance or scarcity of wheat, Cayley 3,565 Cold clay lands, which
form about one-fourth of the cultivated land of the kingdom, could not be cultivated with
profit, if rent-free, Howard 2216-2221 Are the most expensive to cultivate, Peyton
1533, 1534 Are not favourable to the breeding of sheep, Green 207-209.

2. In particular Counties.

Distress in Hampshire applies more particularly to strong clay lands, Twynam 562-564
In Herefordshire the farmers of cold clay lands have wasted their capital. Turner

4105-4106 The farmers near Berwick-npon-Tweed, on strong clay lands, are losing

money, and paying rent out of capital, Langhorne 3695-3699 The stiffer lands in the

Weald of Sussex will hardly pay any rent, Hudson 3453, 3454.

See also Agricultural Distress. Clover.

Clothing. Price of cotton goods is much reduced, but the woollen clothes, once worn by
the poor, were the product of this country, and their own manufacture, Spooner 4359-
4364 Is certainly cheaper than formerly, Escott 4901 The only article which is

cheaper to a farmer, Summers 5243 Account of the several articles of clothins:, and
the prices of each, in Greenwich, Bethlera and Chelsea Hospitals, in each year, from 1815
to 1835, both inclusive, Jpp. p. ^{01.

Clover. Average quantity that can be grown on an acre of clay land, Waring 19.

Coin. The export of coin could not be prevented, but might be restrained by prohibition,

Spooner 4400 Causes which led to debasements, on the part of Government, of the

coin of the realm ; the object was not to produce but to prevent fraud, Attwood 5583 •

The coin of the countiy may be melted, by the Act 59 Geo. III., Pattison 5328.

See also Seignorage.

Common Laud. Large tracts have been brought into cultivation in Cumberland in the last

15 years ; bad state of the land, Blamire 5088.

Competitionfor Farms. Reasons why new tenants can be found without difficulty, although

the farms are not profitable, Bernard 1634-1636 There is still com])etition for farms
in Bedfordshire, as the number of farmers increases, /?e«?ie/^ 494, 495 A farm in

Berkshire, for which a bonus should be given for cultivating it, would let again at its

present rent, as farmers must have an occupation, and always hope that times will mend,
Allnatt 854-863 Great competition for farms in East Cumberland, Blamire 5099
In Middlesex there is no difficulty in obtaining tenants when farms are worth anything,

Sherborne 4849.
In Glamorganshire many farms are out of occupation, David 1342-1344 Many

tenants in Berkshire, Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex and Kent, have thrown up their

farms, and there is difficulty in getting new tenants, Peyton 1543-1548.

Comport, Michael. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—An attorney at Rochford, in Essex, 4197-
4199 The small proprietors of land are much distressed, 4200, 4201 They have

contracted engagements in better times, which they cannot discharge, 4202-4205 The
land is good, 4206

—

—The tenantry are worse off; they are paying rent out of capital
;

the capital of most is reduced, of some entirely gone, 4207-4212 Number of acres of

land in the hundred of Rochford in the landlords' hands, where the tenantry have thrown

up their farms or failed, 4213 The poor are well employed, and the land is in a good
state of cultivation, 4214-4222 The rents are moderate, and the tenants prudent and
skilful, 4223-4226 Their distress is caused by the low price of wheat, 4227-4228
The price of barley and oats will not compensate for that of wheat ; the quantity produced
has been average, 4231-4233 Produce of 90 acres of arable and 10 of pasture land in

Rochford hundred, in 1833, 1834 and 1835, upon the six-course system, 4234, 4235
Nothing but the interest of capital is left for the farmer's subsistence, 4236-4240 Many
failures, to a large amount, have taken place, 4241-4251 Rochford hundred is con-

fiidered the garden of Essex, 4252 The farmers can only get accommodation from

bill brokers, which is the sure forerunner to their ruin, 4253-4259 They live scarcely

better than well-employed labourers, 4260, 4261 The beer-shops have had a very bad
effect, 4263.
The new Poor Law will reduce the rates, and is popular with the well-disposed and

industrious labourers, 4264-4270 Children have never been taken away without the

consent
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consent of the parents, 427 1 The Poor Law has tlie effect of employing the poori
4272-4274 There is not more labour than is sufficient for the demands of the farmer,
4'-275. 4276 Amount of poor-rates; it will be reduced one-third without injuriuij the
poor, 4277-4287 The tendency of the law is to give independence to the able-bodied
and industrious, 4288 There has not been over-production at Rochford, 4289-4292

The reduction of poor-rates will not compensate the farmer for the losses he is suffer-
ing. 4'-293. 4'^94-

Contracts. Proposed adoption of a silver standard would vitiate all contracts which bear
date since the introduction of the present standard to the extent of 5 per cent, Attwood
5553-5555 If the present standard cannot be varied, it would be incumbent on the
Legislature to cause an adjustment in the amovuit of every existin<j; contract which has its

date before the introduction of the present standard, Attwood
.'j.'j.js Manner in which

contracts were adjusted when the law regulating weights and measures was passed,
Attwood 5555-

See also Cash Payments Bill.

Cooper, J. G. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Farmer at Blythburj^h, in Suffolk. Has been
a tenant of Sir Charles Blois since 1823, 2588-2593.^^ Tlie furnu-rs are, generally,
spending their capital, 2594-2596 The parochial expenses have increased since 1823,
2597-2601 Rates and expenses at different periods since 1793, 2602-2604 Price
of wheat at those periods, 2605, 2606 Many labourers have been out of employment
lor several years; profitable labour could not be found for all, 2607-2613 Population
and acreage of the parish, 2614-2618 The laud is not quite as well cultivated as in

1823, 2619-2620 The farmers would not continue to cultivate, unless they expected
an improvement in prices, 2621-2626 They are, generally, in a niinous state, 2626-
2629 Average wages gs. a week, 2630, 2631 Number of acres of arable, pasture,
and other land in Blythburgh, 2632-2634 Per centage in the pound of poor-rates,

2636-2642.
Rents have been generally reduced from 12 to 18 per cent., 2643-2649 Particulars

of an estate mortgaged to i\Ir. Capron, which cannot be sold for half the sura at which it

was purchased in 1813, 2650-2655 The land is not so well cultivated, and produces
less corn, 2656-2658 The average price of wheat and oats should be 60s. and 34s.

respectively, to make a profit, 2659-2665 Reduction of witness's rent, 2666-2668
Cultivation of his farm; his sheep, kc, 2669-2679 Wool was very low from 1826

to 1830; the price is fair at present, 2680-26S2 Less artificial manure is now used,

and the cultivation is less perfect, by reason of the low prices, 2683-2689 Average
crops of wheat and barley per acre, 2690-2703 Much oil-cake and corn are used in

feeding cattle, 2704-2707 The repeal of the malt-tax would be advantageous to the

farmer and to the labouring classes, 2708, 2709 Beer-shops have a very bad effect,

2710.
Poor-law unions have been used in Suffolk for many years ; the rates were generally

higher in the unincorporated hundreds, 2714-2719 Reduction of rates is expected

from the new Poor Law, 2720-2722 The poor are suffering, as many are out of

employment, and out-door relief has been withdrawn, 2723-2727- Rents are higher than

they were in 1793 ; they are too high, as tenants hope to gain the profits of unexhausted

improvements, 2728, 2729 Rents should be higher than at that period, as landlords

have expended capital in improved drainage, fencing, &c., 2730-2735 Steady and
industrious people are now refused out-door relief, and forced into the workhouse,

2736-2742.

Corn. Rise of corn in the reign of King William and Elizabeth, Attwood 5583 Table,

showing the price of corn in periods of five years, 1769-1794, Attwood 5551 Average

price of corn for 50 years, ending 1794, demonstrating tliat the prices during tlie war were

occasioned by paper money, and could not be maintained when returning to metal money,

Jlttwood 5584.
Account of the several quantities of foreign grain, wheat, barley, oats, rj-e, beans and

peas, meal and flour imported into His iNIajesty's colonies in America, the Islands of

Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney and Sark and the Isle of Man, from foreign parts, in each Of

the years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p. 366-369 Account of the annual

average prices of wheat, barley, oats, rye, peas and beans in the market of Mark-lane in

each year, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, ^//j.^j. 370-391 Account of foreign

grain, wheat, barley, oats, rye, beans and peas, flour and meal brought into consumption

in Great Britain in each year, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p. 392.

Account of grain, wheat, barley, oats, rye, beans and peas, flour and meal (other than

foreign) brought into consumption in Great Britain from Ireland, His INIajesty's colonies

in America, the Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney and Sark and the Isle of Man,

specifying the quantity of each sort of grain," flour and meal in each of the years from

1815 to 1835 inclusive, and in the last year the importation detailed by month,

App. p. 393-399-

See also American Corn and Flour. Barley. Clay Lands. French Corn. Oats.

Prussia. Wheat.
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Com Averages. Sec Averages.

Corn Crops. It is impossible for a farmer to make a profit by the cultivation of land for

corn, yVaring 7-9 Calculation of the expense of cultivation and the value of produce,

Waring 10-1 2 Statement of the expenditure and receipts of corn crops for five years,

on an acre of land near Eltham, Green 151-154.

See also Cultivation. Wheat.

Corn Laws:
1. Generally.

2. Warehousing System.

8. Proposed Alterations.

1. Generally.

Advantage of the present restrictions on the importation of foreign corn, Jacob 249-251
They maintain a certain equilibrium in prices, Jacob 348-350 The present corn

law is nearly perfect, and has given the farmer, of late years, all the protection he can
derive from any corn law, Cayley 36 1

5.

They impose upon the landed interest the odium of a monopoly, without affording any
protection, .Sjjoohw 4518——In a Report to the American Congress, the corn laws are

described as an attempt to evade the consequence of a return to cash payments pressing

on one part of the community ; vanity of the attempt, Attwood 5590.

2. Warehousing System.

The bonding system is very injurious ; it encourages speculation in foreign corn ; and
when we have a small surplus of English corn the prices are reduced still more, David
1329-1332; Lewin 990-1008; Sharpe 3876-3878 The bonding system encourages

speculation in foreign corn, and the duty is not sufficiently high, Thurnall 2277—2281
The evil of the corn laws consists in making foreign corn always ready to come into

consumption, when the price is rising, rather than in the actual consumption, Thurnall

2366-2372— If foreign corn paid duty on entering the ports, it would afford some pro-

tection to the farmer, Thurnall 2373-2382 Warehousing system is injurious both to

the farmer and merchant in English corn, Doivling 2771-2776 Foreign com is gene-

rally brought into consumption by the high prices at harvest time, and enters into compe-
tition with English corn after the harvest, Dowling 2806. 2835-2840. 2844-2846 It

cannot compete with our own until the price rises to 65s. or 70s., Dowling 2830-2834.
If the corn were not permitted to be warehoused in England, English merchants would

not speculate in it, Dowling 2862-2873 If com was warehoused abroad, speculation

would not be restrained ; warehousing would be cheaper, Sandars 4042-4047 Men
speculate in foreign corn because it is cheaper, and they take the chance of duty, Sandars

4048-4054 An alteration in the warehousing system would not restrain speculation
;

corn would be warehoused abroad, employing foreign labour, Spooner 4386-4389.

3. Proposed Alterations.

Proposed alterations for the protection of farmers, Lewin 967-981 The minimum
duty should be raised to 8s., to be paid on entering the ports, .S'Aarpe 3879-3898
Alterations recommended in the present corn laws as a means of mitigating the agricultural

distress. Blacker ^Qlo. 5615.

See also Fixed Duty. Prices I. 4.

Corn Returns. Returns from inspectors of corn returns in Scotland and England have

ceased ; their inutility, Jacob 319-322.

Cottage Rents have generally fallen when they belong to estates, but not if the property of

speculators, Peyton 1560, 1561 Vary very much in difl'erent counties ; in some places

they do not exceed 1 1, or 305., Trumper 3185, 3186 Average rents in Sussex, Hudson

3474-3476 In East Riding of Yorkshire, 50s. a year, with a garden, Howard
2166, 2167.

Cottiers. Ejectment of cottiers on a landlord taking an estate into his own hands not much
resorted to in the north of Ireland, Blacker 5633 -Results of a settlement of cottiers

by witness on an estate in Tyrone, Blacker, 5634.

Cotton. See Malt Tax, III.

County Rates. See Taxation.

Cows. See Cattle. Dairymen.

Cramp, Mr. John Mockett. ("Analysis of his Evidence.)— Occupies 120 acres of arable land

at St. Peter's, in the Isle of Thanet, 738-740 At the present prices, a farmer cannot
cultivate his land with advantage, 741-743^ The average price of wheat for six months
has been 38s. ; nothing less than 60s. would be remunerating, 744-746 The wages of
able-bodied men are from 10 s. to 12 s. ; this rate cannot be continued if prices remam the

same, 747, 748 The men are in a better state than in many other places ; the Isle of
Thanet is not oyerburthcned by surplus population, 749-751 There are many beer-

bhops
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Cramp, Mr. John Mockett. (Analysis of his "Evidence)—continued.

shops, the effect of which is very demorahzing, 752, 7.53 The only instance of a fire for
a year or two occurred last week (February), 754, 7,56 The prices of other articles are
not such as to remunerate for the low prices of wheat, 757, 758 Very few fanners
keep sheep in witness's neighbourhood, 759, 760 The food of the people is chiefly
bread, 761 The growth of potatoes in the Isle of Thanet has decreased, 762-766.

Crops. Rota of crops on the hill farms in Kent, Waring 13 Examination in detail as
to the expenses and profits of successive crops, Waring 1 6-32 System of cropping in
Glamorganshire, Brndley 2533-2535 The crops have been falling off lately ; average
amount thereof, Bradley 2536-2541. 2584-2587 The farmer is better ofl'with average
crops and good prices than with large crops and low prices, Hudson 3436-3439
Average crops per acre in Suffolk, Cooper 2690-2703.

See also Corn Crops. Cross Cropping. Cultivation. Prices, I., 3. Wheat.
Cross Cropping. System pursued by farmers in East Cumberland on the common lands

lately enclosed, Blamire 5088-5114.

Cultivation :

1. Improvements thereby.

2. Deterioration, Causes and Extent thereof.

3. Effects of diminishing the Cultivation of Corn.
4. Expenses.

5. Systems pursued in particular Counties.

1. Improvements therein.

The system of agriculture has improved, and a larger proportion of corn can be grown,
Jacob 232-238 Great improvements have been made on convertible lands in Bed-
fordshire, and a greater quantity of corn has been grown, Bennett 438-442 In Hamp-
shire, Twynam 678-681 Little improvement has been made in cultivating the poor
clay lands, 7V«/nper 3213-3215.

2. Deterioration, Causes and Extent thereof.

Whenever a farmer is needy, his land is not well cultivated, Dowlitig 2804, 2805
The condition of the land has been improved by dry summers, but less manure and labour
are employed upon it, Trumper 3140-3145 In Cambridgeshire land is less highly
cultivated than it was ; farmers cannot afford manure, Thurnall 2383-2386 In Gla-
morganshire land not so well cultivated as it was, Bradley 2520-2524 The diistress of
the farmers has deteriorated the cultivation ; less corn is grown, David 1308-1312 In
Hertfordshire, where there is want of capital, cultivation has deteriorated, Sharpe 3929,
3930.

In Leicestershire tenants have scourged the land to save themselves from rain, Wilson
1822-1825 Much grass land has been broken up, with the consent of landlords, for the

payment of rent, Wilson 1826-1837 Norfolk : the land near Hunstanton is deteriorated

in value for want of manure and cleaning. Career 2983-2988 Somersetshire: many
farms are deteriorating in the mode of cultivation, jEsco<< 4860 Staffordshire: lands
have been thrown out of cultivation ; they are poor soils, Firchild 1426-1432
Suffolk : land not so well cultivated at Blythburgh, Cooper 2619-2620. 2656-2658
Less artificial manure is used, as the prices are so low, Cooper 2683-2689 Sussex: the

Down farmers cultivate their land well when they have capital, Hudson 3491, 3492
Wilts : when farmers have capital, the land is well cultivated, but not when they are

poor, Hughes 3079, 3080.

3. Effects of diminishing the Cultivation of Corn.

Land cannot be cultivated at the present prices, and, if laid down, the poor will be

deprived of their labour, 2Vw»iper 3138, 3139 Farmers are diminishing the cultivation

of corn; this practice will increase the poor-rates. Waring 128-137 And make it

necessary to use more artificial food for sheep in winter. Waring 140, 141^ Although
cultivation is deficient, there is a superabundance of wheat, Kendall 1 164-1 170 There

is more arable land in Glamorganshire than there was in 1790, David 1252-1257.

4. Expenses.

It is impossible for arable farmers near Eltham to bear their expenses with the present

prices. Green 156 The expenses have very much increased in the last 20 years, Ber-

nard 1608-1614 ; Nearne 1472-1477 Statement of the expense of the cultivation of an
acre of arable land on the four-course system, and the profit and loss thereon. Summers
5198 Average rent, tithes, wages, rates and taxes, and all other outgoings, for each

year for four years, of an acre of land in Dorsetshire, and the value of the produce, Taylor

3289-3298 Statement of the comparative expenses of cultivation in 1790, 1813 and

1835, on a farm in Glamorganshire, with explanations, David 1232-1238, 1248-1251.

Expense per acre, in Kent, of labour, ploughings, carting, manure, &c.. Waring, 49-58
Calculation of expenses, and of the value of produce, Warirg 10- ic^ Produce of

wheat in low lands in Kent, and quantity of seed; the expense of cultivation cannot be

repaid, Waring 108-113.
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Ciiltifation :—4 Ejpenses—continued.

Korthumhcrlnnd : Estimate of the proceeds of a farm of 300 acres of tumip-soil

managed under the fifth-course rotation, Langhorne 3743-3755 Yorkshire: state-

ment of the expenses and profits of cidtivation of land on the four-course and three-

course sytems of Inisbandry, in Yorkshire, Cayley 3534-3560.
Comparative expense of growing; corn in England and Ireland, David 1327-1338.135-2-

^354- . ^ ^ .

5. Systems pursued in particular Counties.

Land may be cultivated on the four-course system without fallow, Peyton 1535 The
four-course system of husbandry, as pursued in Bedfordshire, described, Bennett 449-
454 The four-course system is used at Wallingford, Allnatt 83-2, 833 In Hamp-
shire the five-course system prevails, Twynam 672-677 Near Hounslow two-thirds of

the land are in corn every year, which is the best mode of farming when there is sufficient

manure, Sherborne 4831-4835.

See also Sone Manure. Clay Lands. Common Lands. Crops. Cross Cropping.

Draining. Improvements. Inferior Lands. Manure. Over-cropping. Prices, II., C5.

Currency:
1. Its Effects upon Prices and Agricultural Interests.

'2. How far Depreciation would relieve Distress.

3. jVature of the Alterations proposed.

4. Justice of changing the Standard.

1. Its Effects upon Prices and Agricultural Interests.

Alteration in the currency has not affected agriculture, Waring 91 Corn fell in 1822
in consequence of the abundant crops of 1820 and 1821, Sandais 4061, 4062 It rose

again in 1823, as an increased issue of paper by the Bank and a continuance of one-pound
notes encouraged speculation, Sandars 4063-4066 Agricultural distress cannot have
originated in any circumstance connected with the currency, Pattison 5462 Fanners
were better off in 1824 and i8'25, in consequence of an issue of paper money; prices fell

in 1827, when the notes were called in, Bennett 423-430 The alteration in the currency
was the commencement of agricultural distress, Twynam 625-630 ; Cayley 3643 The
withdrawal of paper money restrained speculation, Tzcynam 631-633.

Examination as to the prices of wheat since 1822, and the effects of the currency
thereupon, Twynam 634-664 ; Cayley 3630-3633 The contraction of the currency has
caused the depression of prices, Lewin 964-966 Eveiy expansion of the currency since

1796 has been succeeded by a rise in prices, Lewin 1016-1023 The Bank of England
regulates the circulation of other banks and aflects prices, Lewin 1028-1036 Wheat has
been more affected than other articles, because there have been full crops, Z«i'»j 1048-1051.

Part of the agricultural distress arises from the resumption of cash payments in 1819 ;

prices rose in 1825 with the increased circulation, David 1239-1244 The diminution
of the circulating medium has been the principal cause of distress ; variations of prices

with the extension and contraction of the currency since 1822, Bernard 1585-1605;
Thurnall ii^'i-l-iQ^; Cayley 3632-3633; Spoonei- 4346-4347. 4390 Fluctuation in

the price of wheat at different periods since 1815, with reference to the currency, Howard
2176-2189 Prices fell as soon as the Bill (1825) for the suppression of country one-
pound notes was passed, Escott 4907 Since the withdrawal of one-pound notes from
circulation there have never been fair prices except when the crops were deficient, Thiimall

2344-2365 The farmers think thev were better off when one-pound notes were issued
;

variation of prices in 1822, 1823 and 1824, Dowling 2765-2770. 2883-2897.
Since 1815 extension and contraction of the currency have been universally followed by

high and low prices, Cayley 3639,3640 Prices before and since the Bank Restriction

Act, Crtj//fy 3641, 3642 iNIode in which cunency operates upon prices, Cayley ^ii^
Ratio of the contraction of the currency in Berwick, Langhorne 3758-3765

When the small notes were called in, in 1829, bad seasons delayed the fall of prices,

Langhorne 3792-3794 The state of the farmer has been depressed with each restric-

tion of the currency ; since 1819 it has been getting worse and worse, Langhorne 3795-
3804 Alteration of, in 1816, a great affecting cause of agricultural depression, Blamire

5119, 5120 First cause of agricultural distress the withdrawal of one-pound notes and
the diminution of the circulating medium, Summers 5146 How far alterations in the

currency affected prices, Estcott 4907.

2. How far Depreciation would relieve Distress.

Any measure that would increase the circulation would be beneficial to the agricultural

interest, David 1272-1275 ; Cayley 3672 The expansion of the currency would afford

the greatest relief ; all other measures are comparatively useless, Thurnall •i-;^g-2 Action
on the currency recommended as a means of alleviating agricultural distress, 7?ZacAer 5610

Mode in which a depreciation of the currency would assist the agriculturist who owes
nothing, Muntz 4547-4557 One half of the landed proprietors have no real interest in

the land, Muntz 4558, 4559 An alteration of the standard was the only measure that

could have continued the prosperity of 1824 and 1825, Muntz 4628,4629 If the

currency were much extended there would soon be a panic unless the standard were changed,
Sandars, 4075-4'379-

3. Suture
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Currency—continued.

3. Nature of the. Alterations proposed.

One-pound notes should be issued convertible into bank notes in tlie country and into
gold at the Bank of EnoUmd, David 1283-1287 The old standard of gold, silver and
one-pound notes should be resorted to, Cayky 4135-4139 Advantage of one-pound
notes for circulation, Caylcy 3651-3653.
A large portion of the circulation should consist of national irredeemable paper,

Spoo/iCT- 4457-4464. 4473-4477 It would be liable to depreciation as compared with
gold, but should still be a legal tender, Spoimer 4465-4467 The payment of dividends
to foreigners in this money would not aflect the credit of the country, Spooner 4482-4484

There should be no irredeemable paper, Muntz 4612-4615 Series of errors
committed by the Legislature on the subject of currency, from 1797 to 1826, Attwood
5562.

4. Justice of changing the Standard.

Injustice of reverting to a former standard
;
principle adopted by France, Austria and

Russia, of paying debts in the same depreciated money in w hich they had been contracted,
Cayley 3654, 3655 A depreciation is a matter of justice to tlie debtor and safety to'

the creditor, Spooner 4488 In considering the relation between debtor and creditor,
the advantage which the latter has gained should not be forgotten, Muntz 4560-4562

Seventy-five per cent, of the community would derive advantage from a depreciation
of the currency, and their inteiest should be preferred to that of the minority, Muntz
4628.

See also Bank of England. Bank Notes. Bankers. Circulation. Gold Coinage-
Gold and Silver. Gold Standard. Joint Stock Banks. Joint Standard. Manu-
factures. Paper Currency. Prices, I. 4. Standard.

D,

Dairymen. System on which farmers in Dorsetshire let cows to dairymen, rate of hire
disposal of the calves, &c., Taylor 3307-33-24- 3364, 3365-

Dantzic Wheat. Can be easily distinguished from English, Hodgson 2020-2023.

David, Mr. Evan. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A farmer at Radyr Court, in the V^ale of
Glamorgan, 1192-1197 Director of a joint-stock bank, 1198 His experience as a
farmer, 1199-1202 The capital of the tenantry has been gradually diminished for 15
years, and the land not well managed, in consequence of the want of means, 1203-1208

Cattle farmers are not suffering so much as corn farmers ; sheep farms require less
labour, 1209-1213 There has sometimes been a surplus of labour, 1214-1217
Wages are los. a week ; it would be dangerous to reduce them, and with present prices
they cannot be continued, 1218-1222 Rents have been much reduced, and land has
been sold at a great loss, 1223-1225 These reduced rents cannot be paid, 1226-1228

Rents are in some cases barely sufficient to pay the settlements on younoer branches
of the family, 1229-1231 Statements of the comparative expenses of cultivation in

1790, 1813 and 1835, on a farm in Glamorganshire, with explanations, 1232-1238.
1248-1251.

Part of the agricultural distress arises from the resumption of cash payments in 181 q •

prices rose in 1825, with the increased circulation, 1239-1244 Increased importation
from Ireland has reduced prices, 1245-1247 There is more arable land than there
was in 1790, 1252-1257 There is an improvement in stock, &:c., but not equal to the
expenses, 1258-1262 Notwithstanding all improvements, the farmer was better off
in 1790, 1263-1266 Before the introduction of machinery the women were rrenerally
clothed in clothes of their own making, 1267-1271 Any measure that would increase
the circulation would be beneficial, 1272-1275 Joint-stock banks have criven accom-
modation \i\>on moderate terms, 1276 Savings banks have withdrawn money from
circulation and placed it in the funds, 1277, 1278 Partners in banks should be
required to give security to the amount of their subscriptions, 1279-1 2S2 One-pound
notes should be issued, convertible into Bank notes in the country and into gold at the
Bank of England, 1283-1287.

The malt duty should be withdrawn
; the value of all agricultural produce would be

improved, 1288-1291 The manufacturers do not contribute theirjust proportion of
poor-rates, 1292-1296 Nor of county-rates, road-rates or land-tax, 1297-1300
The population has increased, and the manufacturers employ more men and capital
1301-1303 Comparative sufferings of freeholders and tenants, 1304-1307 The'
distress of the farmers has deteriorated the cultivation ; less corn is grown, 1308-1312
There was not so much land broken up in 1790 as at present, 1313-1318 Much corn
has been imported into Glamorganshire from Ireland, 1319-1324 Much produce is

exported to Bristol, 1325-1328 Evils of the poor laws; alterations suoo-ested- mode
of taking averages, 1329-1336 Comparative expense of growing corn in^England and
Ireland, 1327,1328. 1352-1354 Average produce of wheat and barley per acre in
Glamorganshire, 1339-1341 Many farms are out of occupation, 1342-13^4
Number of labourers employed by witness; difficulty of reducing it, 1345-1347 Rent
of land, 1348-1351.

464- c - Debasement
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Debasement of Coin. See Coin.

Debts. Proposed alteration to a silver standard would vitiate all contracts which bear date

since the introduction of the present standard, to the extent of five per cent., Attwood

5553-5555-

Dorsetshire. The down lands are superior to those in Wiltshire or Hampshire ; average rent

thereof, Taylor 3333-3336' They will feed cows, but the situation is too high for corn,

TflyZor 3337-3341.

See also Allotment System.

Dotoliny, R. H. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Corn-factor, farmer and miller, at Bexley, in

Kent, and a tenant of Lord Bexley, 2743-2745 The farmers cannot generally pay
their rent, except out of their own capital, or by over-cropping, 2746-2751 They are

in great distress; many must inevitably come to the workhouse in a few years, unless they

get relief, 2752-2754 They cannot pay their debts, 2755, 2756 They are highly

honourable and industrious men; their distress arises from low prices, 2757, 2758
Importations from Ireland is one cause of the depression, 2759-2762 It is impossible

to compete with the Irish farmer, whose expenses are so inconsiderable, 2763, 2764
The farmers think they were better off when one-pound notes were issued ; variation of

prices in 1822, 1823 and 1824, 2765-2770 The warehousing of foreign corn in this

country is injurious to the farmer and the merchant in English corn, 2771-2776.
A partial remission of the malt duty would be useless to the farmer, 2777 A total

repeal would be a great benefit, 2778-2780 Statement and examination concerning

the expenses and returns of a farm rented by witness of Lord Bexley, 2781-2803
Whenever a farmer is needy, his land is not well cultivated, 2804, 2805 Manner in

which the bonding system is injurious to the farmer, 2806 Prices of all corn are low,

2807-2813 The price of stock is good, but the turnip crop failed, and artificial food

must be used, 2814-2820 Wool is selling well ; wheat is the main cause of complaint,

2821-2824 The price of barley would improve if the malt duty were removed;
advantage of being able to malt, 2825-2827.
The foreign corn cannot compete with our own until the price rises to 65s. or 705.,

2830-2834 The corn laws afford no protection to the farmer ; manner in which they

operate injuriously, 2835-2840 They have not reduced the price of wheat, which is

rather to be referred to the glut of oats from Ireland, 2841-2843 The price of corn

invariably rises a few weeks before the harvest, which enables foreign corn to enter into

competition with us after the harvest, 2844-2846 It has been a very bad year for

breeding lambs, and the price of lean stock has been low, 2850-2852 Unless the

whole malt-tax be repealed, the excise jurisdiction continues, 2853 When wheat is

higher than 70s. it is necessary for the population of London to have a supply from
abroad, 2854-2859 Witness's objection to the corn laws does not apply to the intro-

duction of wheat when prices are high, but to the warehousing system, 2860, 2861

The English merchant would not speculate in foreign corn, if warehoused abroad, 2862,
2869 He does not like to advance his money, unless the corn is at command, 2870-
2873 In case a fixed duty should be proposed, it should n»t be less than 20s. a quarter,

2874, 2875.

The competition of the London millers and bakers has made bread proportionately

lower than in the country, 2876-2880 A labourer in constant employment is better off

than he ever was, 2881, 2882 Further examination respecting the effect of the currency

upon the price of wheat, 2883-2897 -The breeding of cattle would have been more
profitable, if the turnips had not failed, 2899,2900 Malt, half made, would have been
very useful for fattenmg them, 2901 The beer-shops and small public-houses have
tended to demoralize the labourers, 2902-2904 The consumption of barley would be

greatly increased by the repeal of the malt duty ; farmers would supply their labourers

with beer, 2905, 2906 They could afford to grow barley at a lower price than 355., so

as to exclude foreign barley, 2907-2911.

Draining. Much draining has been done in the southern counties at the expense of land-

lords, which has given employment to the poor, Trumper 3134-3137 Much drainage

has lieen done by landlords, instead of reducing rent, Cayley 4172, 4173 Assist-

ance rendered by landlords in Cumberland to farmers, by draining and manuring instead

of reduction of rent, Blamire 5115 Much improvement has been made in drainage in

Leicestershire; generally at the expense of the landlord, Wilson 1808-1821 The
drainage of land has made it capable of producing more corn, 'Irumpcr 3203-3206.

See also Improvements.

Drilling. Is done by the Suffolk machine at 1 5. 6 d. an acre, Green 19I-192.

Duddo. See Land.

Dvxford (Cambridgeshire). Statement of receipts and outgoings of a farm of 400 acres, in

the occupation of W. Thurnall, 1834, 1835,^. 128 Statement of proceeds and

expenses attending the cultivation of an off-hand farm of 657 acres, from 1831 to 1835, in

the occupation of Mr. Peter Grain, at a corn-rent, 77»<;-«aiY 2422-2426.

East
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E.

East Lilhuin. See Land.

Elthavt. Is not much burtliened with poor-rates ; cniployincnt is found f..r the labourer;;,

Green 158-160.

Employment. Many of tlie poor, near Windsor, are not employed, from want cf capital,

Kendall 1103-1104 In Hampshire all the labourers would have employment, if

prices were remunerating, Twynam 714-716 In Suffolk many of the poor are out of

employment. Levin g6o.

See also Labourers. Poor. Poor Law Act.

Escott, J3ich>tatn,S., esq. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Distressed state of agriculture as regards

landowners, renting farmers and agricultural labourers; more depressed than the condition

of any other class of the subjects of this country, 4851 More severely felt by persons

with small property than large estates, 4851 Labourers not too many for the jjroper

cultivation of the land, but unemployed through the poverty of farmers, 4853 Nature of

cultivation generally in Somersetshire, 4854. Many farms are deteriorating in their mode
of cultivation, 4860—— Growth of wheat must materially decrease, if the prices do not

improve, 4862 A much smaller breadth of wheat has been sown this year than for-

merly, 4864 Owing to the low prices as compared with the expenses, 4865 Evidence

as to quantity of wheat grown to an acre, 4S66 Of barley, 4867 Of turnips, 4868

Rate of rent in Somersetshire from 1 /. to 1 /. los. per acre ; but varies \ery much,

4S69 Extent of reduction in rent which has taken place as compared with dear times ;

on witness's property, to the extent of 50 per cent., 4870 Pasture farms bear a much
higher rent; if good land, from a/, to 3/., 4877- Rate of wages given to labourers in

Somersetshire about 7 s. or 8s. per week, 4885 Wages in Somersetshire low as com-

pared with other comities, 4889' No decrease in blacksmiths' and other tradesmen's

bills to farmers, 4900 Clothing is certaiidy cheaper, 4901 Shoes not cheaper, but

better made than formerly, 4903 Causes of distress, 4905-4908.
Fall of prices was immediately consequent on the withdrawal of the paper money and

the removal of the Bank restriction, 4907 Prices rose as soon as measures were taken

to obviate the contraction of the circulating medium, 4907 Efliect of the Bill of 1825

for suppression of one-pound notes, 4907 Evil caused by the price of bread not

bearing its proper proportion to the price of wheat, 4907 Potatoes being much used

instead of bread, owing to its price, 4908 Encouragement of tlie allotment system to

the growth of potatoes, 4910 Working of the system in Somersetshire, 491 1-4924
Witness's opinion as to probable working of the new Poor Law Bill ; formerly felt strongly

against it, but now in favour of its operation, 4925- Evil effects of the old system of

poor laws, 4927 Labourers in full employ consume more potatoes and less bread than

formerly, 4938 Evil effects of beer-shops
;
present system very ruinous to the condi-

tion of the people, 4940 Bad consequences of the present game laws ; they act with

beer-shops, the latter as meeting-places for poachers, while drunkards frequenting them
turn poachers, 4949-4955.

Anecdote as to the working of the new Poor Law Bill ; its beneficial effect in reducing

rates and augmenting the amount paid by farmers for wages of labour, 497^ Advan-
tages which would result from a circulation of notes from 2 /. to 5 /., which should rest on
the same security as that on which 5 /. notes now rest, 4984.

Evidence as to the alteration of currency and standard of value, 4991-4997 Repeal
of the raalt-tax would afford very substantial relief to the agriculturist, 4998- Opinion
as to probability of grain being largely applied to feeding cattle, 5001 Duty being

taken off" malt would be useful to the lower descriptions of wheat, 5003 Farmers
would be more inclined to provide labourers with malt liquor, 5005 Relief which the

present Tithe Bill is calculated to afford agriculturists, 5008 Grievous state of the

present tithe law, 5011, 5012 Tithes generally less rigorously exacted when in the

hands of the clergy, 5013 Witness knows many instances in which clergymen do not

get half the value of their tithe, 5014 Witness knows clergy who always take their

tithes in kind, and who will not give the parish a composition, 5015,5016 Hardship
of tithes on the land, 5019-5024.

Introduction of Irish produce to this country injurious to the agriculturist, 5028
Effect of any further reduction of rents upon small or moderate landholders, 5028
Great alterations in the holders of estates ; many families have sold their properties, 5032

Price of live stock, occasioned by the total loss of turnips, except Swedes, 5038
Present price of stock an encouragement to throw land into pasture ; a great number of
labourers would be thrown out of employ by that step, Escott 5039.

[Second Examination.]—Efliect of the increased circulation of money as a cause of
the rise in prices, 5041 Caused probably by different speculations in canals and rail-

roads, 5041 Bankers state that a great deal of paper has been issued in consequence
of these speculations, 5042 Joint-stock banks have materially increased their circu-

lation in the last few years, 5(144 Corrections ot fomier evidence as to manufactures
in Somersetshire ; notice of the glove manufactory at Yeovil, 5048 Of the manu-
factory of lace and silk at Chard, 5050 Of woollen manufactures, 5051 Of brick-

making in different parts of the county, 5051 Explanation in answer to Ibrmer queries

464. f 3 on
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on the subject of migration of labourers, 5051 Reduction of domestic establishments

recommended to gentry, 50,5'2 Greater care in settling payments and annuity charges

on their estates, 5053 Revival and encouragement of those sports and amusements
which the labouring population of this country used to enjoy, recommended, 5056
Explanation of former evidence on the proposed commutation of tithes, and of the

principle on which tithes now act onerously on the land, 5056 Explanation as to

evidence concerning tithes taken in kind, 5056-5059.
Under composition, in estimating the compensation to be paid in money, the market

value must be taken into consideration, 5064 Importance of the precedent, when
viewing the question, whether the general property of the country is answerable for

church support ; of the large sums of money already contributed by the Legislature for

building churclies, 5065 If tithes are a tax on consumers, a commutation v>ill be

imposing a burthen on the land whicii it does not now bear, 5070 Opinions of

Mr. Hume, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Baring, Lord Brougham and Mr. Malthus, on currency, and
the operation of various changes proposed or effected, and their bearing on the condition

of the agriculturists, 5077-5080 The reduction of taxes, instead of keeping up the

sinking-fund, has been a great evil, 5081,508-2——The national debt might have been
reduced one-third, 5083 The sinking-fund could have been maintained by a strong

government, 5084.

Exchanges. When exchanges are against this country, there will be a demand for gold,

Pattison 5420 Measures necessary to be taken by the Bank would diminish the cir-

culation, and a reduction of prices would follow, Pattison 54-21.

See also Manufacturers.

Exchequer Bills. Extent to which the issue of Exchequer bills to bankers by Govern-
ment, on securities, might be useful in cases of drams for specie. Blacker 5610-5615.

Excise. See JSlalt Tax, IV.

Exports. A depreciation of the currency would stimulate exports, Spooner 4495, 4496
The amount of exports is no criterion of agricultural or manufacturing prosperity,

Cayley 3606.

See also Manufactues.

F.

Failures. There have been many failures in Glamorganshire, Bradley 2436-2438 In

Hertfordshire some farms have been given up by prudent men, Sharpe 3864-3869
In Leicestershire many prudent farmers have failed, TF;750« 1753-1756 Some farms

have been given up in Sussex, and the dividends have been small, Hudson 3461-3464
In South Wilts many small farmers have been broken up, and if prices do not

improve, the large farmers must ultimately be ruined, Hughes 3006-3009.

Fairbrother, Carter. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Bailiff to Lord Salisbury, 5658
Table laid before the Committee, of what flour miglit be produced from five bushels of

wheat, and what quantity of bread may be made from it in 24 hours after baking,

5659-

Fallow. See Cidtivation.

Farmers:
1. Their Distress generally.

2. Classes more peculiarly affected.

3. Their Distress doubted or denied.

4. Whether they will profit by a Rise in the Price of Wheat.
5. Their mode of Living.

1. Their Distress generally.

Although rents have been reduced, farmers have been losing for the last 20 years,

Peyton 1551-1556 All persons who have farmers for their debtors are in distress, Cayley

3601, 3602 Notwithstanding the reduction of rent in Bedfordsliire, farmers cannot

meet their engagements, Bennett 418-422 In Berkshire the great mass are much
distressed ; their condition has been getting worse and v^'orse for the last 10 years, Allnatt

770-773-
In almost all cases they are paying the expenses of their farms out of capital, Allnatt

798-800 It is impossible that they can be making profit, Allnatt 801-804 Many
near Windsor have left the country for America, Kendall 1182-1184 Near Windsor
they cannot make up more than two-thirds of their rent, Kendall 1094-1098 For
some years they have been paying rent and other expenses out of capital, Kendall
1099-1102.

In Cambridgeshire: farmers are in a most deplorable state, not from imprudence,
but fiom the state of the times, Thurnall 1-2^1-2-2^'t, They cannot pay their debts,

Thurnall 2270, 2271 Some who are living on their own lands cannot pay their

poor-rates, Thurnall 2282-2284 In Essex: the capital of most is reduced, of some
entirely
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entirely fjoiie, Co?nyjori 4207-42 1 2 In Glarnorgaushire, notwithstanding the improve-
ments wliicli have since been made, the fanners were better off' in 1790, David 1263-1266

'I'here are not many really solvent; there have been many failures, ZfracZ/e^ 2436-2438.
On Greenwich Hospital Estates: farmers are very much reduced ; their capital has consi-

derably diminished, Grey 4635 Reasons why many of the farms were thrown up by
tlie tenants. Grey 4649-4655 Farms belonging to Greenwich Hospital more worked
out and worse managed than the general farms iu the country. Grey 4704 In Here-
fordshire many cannot pay their rents although they have been reduced ; some who have
been fortunate as breeders have made a profit, Turner 4098, 4104.

Kent: Near Bexley many must inevitably come to the workhouse in a few years, unless
they set relief, Dowliny i']^i-i']^^- 'I'hey cannot pay their debts, Dowliny 2'j^^,2'jq6

They are highly honourable and industrious men ; their distress arises from low
prices, Dowliny, 2757, 2758 They are reducing their expenses by diminishing the cul-

tivation of corn. Waring 128-131 Near Eltham they are paying wages and other
expenses out of capital. Green, 161,162.

Northumberland : Cannot go on unless prices are raised, Langhorne 3758.
Norfolk : The tenantry near Hunstanton cannot pay their rents off their farms, but are

not in arrear ; none have been broken up. Carter 2928-2932.
Suffolk : Could not continue to cultivate unless they expected an improvement in

prices. Cooper 2621-2626 They are in a ruinous state, Cooper 2626-2629 Their
state is dreadful, Lewin 943-945 They cannot pay their rent and wages if prices
remain the same, Lewin 954 There are many cases in which opulent and prudent men
have become paupers, Lewin 955-959 For the last eight years their condition has
been growing worse and worse, Lewin 1009-1015 Statement as to the condition of
farms in Norfolk and Suffolk, Wilson 1849.

Weald of Sussex : Are in a very bad state
;

prices do not remunerate them ; they
must pay rent out of capital, Hudson 3374-3380 In the East Riding of Yorkshire are
in great distress, although their rents have been reduced ; many have failed, Howard
2089-2093.

2. Classes more peculiarly affected.

Farmers who have not much arable land are not so distressed as others, Btrrnard l639>
1640 Are generally insolvent, except on the best lands, which are only one-fourth of
the country, Spooncr 4338-4343 The occupiers of poor soils are in a very bad con-
dition ; they pay rent out of capital ; many have been ruined, Peyton 1497-1502 Their
failure arises from their expenses and the low price of produce; sometimes from want of
skill, Peyton 1503-1507 The occupiers of good land can make a profit, Peyton 1508-
1511 Those on cold clay lands are the most distressed in the southern counties,
Trumper 3121-3128.
The small farmers are more distressed than others ; they once performed the greater

part of the work on their farms, but surplus labour has discontinued this system, Trumper
3187,3188 The poor farmers are in the greatest distress; they are obliged to brino-

their corn to market, and thus depress the prices, Waring 79, 80.

In Hertfordshire they are much distressed, particularly those on inferior lands, Sharpe
3860-3863 On corn lands in Kent farmers make no profit, and receive no interest for
their capital, Waring 7-9. 14, 15 Near Canterbury the occupier of poor land is better
off than the occupier of good land, Nearne 1438-1440 When they have depended
upon the growth of corn they have suffered much, Nearne 1445-1447" Their condition
is generally very bad ; they are in want of capital, Nearne 1448-1451 Last year they
made enough to pay their rent, labour and the interest of capital, Nearne 1453-1456.

Relative condition of upland and lowland farmers in 1833 and now, Cayley ^,'^16, 3527.
3531-3533 Influence of wet and dry seasons upon upland and lowland farms.
Cayley 3565-—-State of renting farmers more depressed than the condition of any other
class of subjects in this country, Escott 4851.

3. Their Distress doubted or denied.

Are in a prosperous state, except in so far as the price of wheat afl'ects them, Hodgson
1905-1911 Throughout the country there is no exception from the general appear-
ance of comfort in the case of farmers, Hodgson 1964-1968 There are no external
signs of distress, Sandars 4067 In Dorsetshire they are in a good state; they are
men of opulence and have large farms, with much down land, Taylor 3329-3332

Their condition is better in Hampshire than in other counties, but they cannot con-
tinue to grow wheat at the present prices, Twynam 562-573.

4. Whether they will profit by a Rise in the Price of Wheat.

Cannot profit by a rise in price, as they have been obliged to part with their produce?
Waring 85-87; .Spoo?ier 4430-4432 Corn seldom rises until the farmer has disposed
of it to the corn factor, Hudson 3426 A large stock of wheat is in the hands of the
farmers, and any rise in price will be of great benefit to the agricultural interest, Hodgson
1931, 1932.

464- C4 5. Their
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5. Their mode of Living.

The present race of farmers are living very economically ; many have not comforts, and
certainly not luxuries, rn««;?er 3165-3167 In Essex they live scarcely better than
well-employed labourers, Comport 4260, 4261 In Glamorganshire many are livino-

harder than their labourers, and have not been reduced by imprudence, Bradley 2487,
2488 In Sussex they do not live extravagantly now ; their distress has arisen not from
imprudence, but the state of the times, Hudson 3465-3468 They live very well, but
have reduced their expenses, Hudson 3479-3482.

See also Agricultural Distress. Competition for Farms. Failures. Graziers.

Malt Tax, I. 2.

Farms. In the southern counties there is rather a disposition to subdivide than consolidate

farms, 7Vi/»«j9e?- 3 189-3 192 Armagh county generally divided into small ftirms, few
above eight, many as low as four or five acres. Blacker 5623, 5624 In the lowlands

40 acres is considered a very large farm ; in the mountainous countries there are larger

pasture farms, Blacker 5625.

See also Competitionfor Farms.

Firchild, G. W. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Farmer and cow-keeper at Harborne,
in Staffordshire, 1355-1358 Tenants are not able to pay their rent^, and many have
left their farms, 1359-1365 Rents have been lowered, 1366, 1367 Local burthens
have been somewhat reduced, 1368-1371 With the present prices, rent must be paid

out of capital, 1372-1374 One-third less wheat has been sown this year ; consumption
has increased: this will account for the rise in price, 1375-1378 The surplus labour

is generally absorbed by the manufacturers, 1379-1385 Causes of the late low prices;

diminishecl consumption, large crops and importations from Ireland, 1386-1392
Advantages of removing the malt-tax, 1393-1395. 1411-1420——Beer-shops are very

pernicious, and if the malt were free of duty, labourers would brew their own beer,

1396-1399 The consumption of barley would be increased, and farmers could provide

it, 1400-1403 The severity of the excise laws, rather than the duty, prevents farmers

from malting, 1404-1410 In Worcestershire county rates are charged as highly on
property in towns as in the country, 1423-1425 The lands which have been thrown
out of cultivation are poor soils, 1426-1432.

Fires. There have been several near Canterbury, but none lately, Nearne 1 482 In Hamp-
shire rick-burning ceased when employment was found in 1831, Twynam ^iq, ^^o
In Kent either less labour would be employed or wages reduced, were it not for the fear

of incendiary fires. Waring 92-99 There have been several in North Wilts, Hughes
3027.

See also Wages.

Fixed Duty. In case a fixed duty should be imposed on foreign corn, it should not be less

than 20S. a quarter, Doiuling 2874, 2875.

See also Corn Laws.

Flax. Importance of encouraging its growth, Cayley ^i"]"], 4178 The growth of flax

would impoverish the land, Trumper 3230, 3231 Hemp cannot be grown to any
extent in Wiltshire ; more is grown in Somersetshire and Dorsetshire, Hughes 3069-3071

Encouragement of the growth of flax in Somersetshire would be a great relief to

farmers, Summers 5166 Statement of expense of cultivating an acre of Hax, Summers

5175 Cannot be raised on the cold soil on which wheat will grow, S«/«»iers 5 1 8

1

Cultivation of, would be greatly increased if importation were prevented. Summers

5'297-

Value attached to the cultivation of flax in Ireland, which cannot be done without a

protecting duty, Blacker 5615, 5616 Russia could send flax cheaper to Dundee than

it could be shipped from Armagh, Blacker .^615 Growth of flax has much revived,

• owing to the failure of the crop on the Continent ; evidence concerning proposed duty on
foreign flax. Blacker 5650-5657 Quantity of foreign flax consumed in the United

Kingdom in each year, 1833-1835,;). 59.

See also Malt Tax, III.

Flemish Farm. See King's Farms.

Flour. It is quite impossible for foreign flour to come through Ireland as Irish flour, San-

dars 4093.

Flour and Meal. Quantities imported into His Majesty's colonies, &c., and from foreign parts,

in each of the years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p. 366, 367 Account of

foreign flour and meal brought into consumption in Great Britain, from 1815 to 1835,

inclusive, App. p. 392 Similar return of flour and meal, other than foreign, during the

same years, App. p. 393-399-
Flour
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Flour Trade. In London the flour trade is a monopoly, Jacob 303, 304 This arises
from the wealtli of inillers and the poverty of bakers, and from the paucity of mill-streams,
which reduces competition, Jacob 312-318.

Flushing.
^
Corn could be brought to the London market from Flusiiing as soon as from

Lynn, Tkurmdl 2388-2390.

Forced Sales. See Prices, IL 2,

Foreign Importations. See Importations, 3. Prices, IL 3.

Fran/din, Dr. His opinion of tiie effect of raising the value of the colonial currency, upon
the revolt of the American colonies, Cuyley 4131.

Freeholders. Distress prevails amongst freeholders occupying their own land, Kendall
1171, 1172 In Essex they have contracted engagements on better terms, wliich thev
cannot discharge. Comport 4200-4205 Comparative distress of freeholders and
tenants in Glamorganshire, David 1304-1307 The freeholders occupying their own
land, and the smaller gentry, are distressed and reduced, Bradley 2501-2505.

See also Yeomen.

French Corn. Is inferior to the English, Jacob 288-292 Calculating the relative quali-

ties of each, the former is the dearer, Jacob 293-297 A great uniformity between the
price of corn in this country and in France, estimated in precious metals, Attwood 5587.

Paper prepared by Mr. Jacob, of the prices of wheat in French markets, p. 64.
'

G.

Gallatin, Mr. Notice of a pamphlet written by Mr. Gallatin, on the subject of the currency,

of the value of gold and silver standard, Attwood 5572.

Games. Revival and encouragement of those sports and amusements which the labouring
population of the country used to enjoy, recommended, Escott 505(3.

Game Laws. Bad consequences of the present game laws ; beer-shops much frequented
by poachers, Escott 4949-4955.

Gaols. A larger proportion of manufacturers are committed to gaols in Leicestershire than
of agricultural labourers, ^V^^son 1766, 1767.

Glamorganshire. A comparative statement of com grown in certain parishes therein for two
years prior to 1830, and in 1834 and 1835, David 1309 Average produce of wheat
and barley per acre, David 1339-1341 Imports from Ireland into Glamorganshire in

1833, 1834 ^"'1 i'^3o> ^ri'i price of wheat each year, Bradley 2443-24,54 The produce

of the county is not enough for its own consumption, Bradley 2455-2468 The pro-

perties are generally small, Bradley 2542-2545.

See also Cultivation. Farmers.

Glove Trade. See Leicestershire. Yeovil.

Gold. See Exchanges. Portugal.

Gold Coinage. Narrative of the alterations in gold coins from Queen Elizabeth to Charles II.,

Atttvood 5575 Profit cannot be made on gold by individuals coining, Pattison 5405-
5407-

United States : Copy of a Bill concerning gold coins for the United States, Attwood,

P- 355-

Gold Seignorage. Seignorage on gold might be useful, if it could be effected without

altering the value of the coin, Pattison 5410.

Gold and Silver. Ratios of gold and silver, 1760-1829, with the averages of each 10

years, and the total mean average for 70 years, Attwood, p. 354 Table of prices in

the market of gold and silver, 1760-1819, taken from Wettenhall's List, and exhibiting

the relative prices of gold and silver to each other, Attwood, p. 355 Copy of an

Act regulating the value of certain foreign silver coins in the United States, Attwood,

V- 356.
See also Bullion.

Gold Standard. Tlie currency is more fluctuating since the adoption of the gold standard,

Bernard 1631-1633 Tlie gold standard of 1819 never existed before that time,

&(ooner 4441-4442 Gold was not the practical standard previous to 1797, Spooner

4452-4454 Danger of founding a large paper circulation upon a small quantity of gold

which may be suddenly withdrawn, Spooner 4468-4470——Piessure on the Bank of

England from the drain for gold, PaZ<tso« 5315-5322 Bank parted with 1,500,000/. or

2,000,000 Z. at the time of the resignation of Lord Grey in 1832, Pattison 5333.

See also Currency. Joint Standard. Standard.

Goswick. See Land.

Grain, Peter. See Duxford.

J Hi, d Graziers.
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Graziers. Calculations of their losses upon sheep and cattle, on account of the low price

of tallow, Wilson 1838 Have more resources than other farmers, Trumper 3236,3237
Tiieir complaints in Leicestershire; low price of tallow and hides, Wilson 1671-1676
The low price of tallow prevents the grazier from getting the same price for his

cattle, Wilson 1677-1679 They are better off than they were some years since, as the

price of wool has risen, Wilson 1696-1700.

Green, John, esq. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Elthani ; has been an occupier of

land 43 years, 142-149 Delivers in a statement of the expenditure and receipts of corn

crops for five years, 150, 151 Nineteen shillings and nine-pence is the whole profit on

an acre of land, without allowance for capital, trouble or risk, 152-154 Eight years

since the price of wheat was as low as in the present year, 155 It is impossible for

arable farmers to bear their expenses with the present prices, 156——Eltham is not much
burthened with poor rates; employment is found for the labourers, 158-160 ——Farmers

are now paying wages and other expenses out of their capital, 161, 162 Explanation

of the statement delivered in by witness, 163-165 He has reduced the wages of his

labourers from 15s. to 12s. a week, but will raise them again, 166-175 He holds

crown lands under a lease from Sir John Shaw, 176-184 Manure is obtained from

London and Woolwich, 185-187 Poor and other rates have not much increased in the

last five years, 188 The large farmer is sinking his capital; the small farmer has

already sunk it, 189, 190.

Drilling is done with the Suffolk machine, at \s. 6d. an acre, 191, 192 Number of

sheep usually kept by witness ; the price of wool has been good, but that of mutton bad,

103-108 He buys them as lambs, and ought to make 1 Z. a head profit on the two

years, independent of the wool, 199-201 The present reduced prices of tallow raise

the price of meat, 202-206 Witness's land is strong clay, and not favourable to the

breeding of sheep, 207-209 He is paying a very high rent for the crown lands; he

purchased the lease during the war, 210-215——He is obliged to cultivate the land, as

it would be sacrificed for 10 or 12 years if laid down for pasture, 216-219 Old sheep

produce seven or eight pounds of wool; the younger about five pounds, 220 High
prices of wool during the last two years, 221-224 At the present prices of corn the

land is not worth any rent, 225-227.

Greenwich Hospital. Account of the several articles of clothing, and the prices of each, in

Greenwich Hospital, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p. 402.

Greenwich Hospital Estates. State of the property ; amount of rental ; reductions of

rent; mode of management; distress of farmers, Gjcj/ 4633-4683.

Grey, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Lives in Northumberland, 4631 Receiver of

the Greenwich Hospital estates for the northern connties, 4632 Rental amounting to

30,000 Z. per annum, 4633 Farmers on the estate very much reduced ; their capital has

considerably diminished, 4635 Rental of farms varying from 500Z. to 1,300/. per

annum, 4636 State of farmers on the Tweed much reduced as to capital, 4639
Farms have been much run out, in consequence of distress, 4641 Reductions which

have taken place in the rent of Greenwich Hospital estates, 4646-4648 Reasons why
a great proportion of the farms were thrown up by the tenants, 4649-4655 Evidence

as to management, production of land, 4656-4666 Rate of rents, and produce of land,

4667-4683 Cost of bone manure ; very good n)auure for raising a crop of turnips, and

also for succeeding grasses, 4679 Stock has lately been selling well, and wool very

high, 4680-4682 Many farms where large flocks are kept lately let at high rents, in

consequence of the high price of wool, 4684 Sheep farms generally in mountainous

districts ; not more than a sheep to an acre ; on the Cheviot hills much less, 4687.

Wages in Northumberland generally from lOs. to 12s. per week, 4691 Regularly

hired servants are paid in kind
;
generally have means to keep their families comfortable,

^Qq2 Not overburthened with poor, 4695 Population equal to agricultural wants,

except in harvest, when there is an influx of Irish labourers, 4696 Rate of wages paid

to Irish labourers 2s. 6 c?. a day, 4697 Reduction of rent the most important mode of

relief, 4702 Alterations in the Poor Law are improving the state of the agricultural

districts, 4702.
Farms belonging to Greenwich Hospital more worked out and worse managed than

the general farms in the country, 4704——Nature of leases granted by Greenwich Hos-

pitaf, 4705-4709 Present low prices attributable to the great produce, 4713.

Scotch notes come over the border and are instantly sent back again, 4717 The
pressure less where Scotch notes were in circulation, and where the Scotch system of bank-

ing prevails, 4724 Scotch tenantry better off than English, from their production of

wool, 4726 Extent to which a repeal of the malt-tax would be beneficial to the farmers,

4729-4732 If the Tithe Bill were settled on just grounds, it would remove the

impediment to the employment of capital on agricultural improvements, 4735 Land in

Northumberland in a worse state than it was, 4736-4738 Evidence as to growth and

price of wheat, 1837, 474''"4748 Amount on tenants' outgoings as rent and taxation,

4749-4752 Immense extent of inclosures in Northumberland ; different class of persons

who aspire to be formers, 4757 Willingness of persons to pay high rent, 4758
Price of land in Northumberland, 4761-4763 Low prices the result of good crops, not

of increased cultivation, 4769 Condition of labourers as good now as in 1815, 4773.

Grindon.
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Grindon. See Land.

Guei-nsey, importation of foreign grain to. See Corn.

H.

Hams. Quantity brouglit into Great Britain from Ireland, 1815 to 182,3, jl;>p. ;>. 406.

Haie, Colonel. See Sutton Estate.

Harman, Mr. Jeremiah. Statement before the Committee of the House of Comi^ons on
cash payments in iHig; respecting the removal of distress, in 1815 and l8lfi, by an issue

of bank notes, Cayley 3630.

Harvests. Each year, from 1832 to 1835 inclusive, have been good years for wheat, Trvmper
3250-3252 An average of seasons may be calculated upon for a long series of years,

Cayleij, 3628.

See also Crops.

Hemp. Qiiantity of hemp of foreign production consumed in the United Kingdom in each
year, 1833-1835, App. p. 59 Cultivation of, would be much increased if importation

were prevented, Summers ,'j299 Alteration of duty on hemp recomm ended, in order

to protect the home growth from foreign competition, JB/acker 5616.

See also Flax. Malt Tax, III.

Hides. The reduced prices of hides and fat are a positive loss to the farmer, Wilson 1775-
1781 -Their price has fallen, Wilson 1676.

Highxcay Rates. See Taxation.

Hinckley (Leicestershire). Acreage of the parish ; agricultural and manufacturing popula-
tion

;
proportion of rates contributed by land and houses, Ev. p. 15,5.

Hodgson, David. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Merchant at Liverpool, (Sic, 1850-1853
The importations of corn from Ireland have been increasing and varying since 1820,
1-854-1862 No foreign corn has been clandestinely imported in the form of Irish flour,

1863-1867 The price of no agricultural produce is depressed except wheat, 1868-1869
The cause of this depression is superabundant production for three or four years,

1870-1877 Large importations of oats from Ireland have led to the increased cultiva-

tion of wheat, 1878-1884 Witness's firm send two persons through the country each
year to report on the crops, 1885-1892 Whether the present price of wheat be'remu-
nerating can be best ascertained by the average price for 20 years, as the article would
not have been produced at a loss, 1893-1904 The farmers are in a prosperous state,

except in so far as tiie price of wheat affects them, 1905-1911 Over production
occasioned the low prices, and less wheat has been sown in the present year, 1912-1918.
The difference in the prices of wheat in the English and Irish maikets must be the

same, taking into consideration the quality, with the expense of carriae:e, 1919-1927
If there should be another productive hanest, and the same quantity of wheat sown,
prices must be lower still, 1 928-1930 A large stock is in the hands of the farmer.s,

and any rise in price will be of great benefit to the agiicultural interest, 1931, 1932
Manner in which witness's traveller proceeds to estimate and measure the crops, 1933-
1949. 2049-2052-— All agricultural produce, except wheat, bears the same exchangeable
value as it bore 40 years ago; all articles are cheaper, 1950-1955 Wages and poor-
rates have not fallen, 1956 Examination as to comparative productiveness of spring and
autumn wheat, 1 957-1 963 There is no exception from the general appearance ofcomfort
throughout the countiy, in the case of farmers, 1 964- 1

968 Many tenants have changed
their farms, but there are no farms without tenants ; the landowners are distressed by the
altered value of money, 1969-1981.

Advance in the price of ^^ heat in the Liverpool market, 1982-1988 The prospect of
a diminished supply has encouraged speculation, 1989-1991 Time which wheat may
be kept without injury; best mode of preservation, 1 992-1996 No foreign wheat has
been smuggled from Leland ; the quality could be immediately distinguished, 1997-2003

The fraud was more difficult to detect with respect to the Isle of Man, 2004, 2005
Extreme difficulty of applying the same fraud to Ireland to any great extent, 2006-

2019 The quality of English wheat has improved ; that of Dantzic has not deteriorated;
they can be easily distinguished, 2020-2023 There has been an unusual consumption
of wheat for farming purposes as a substitute for other food, 2024-2027=. The price of
wheat in America is hiuher than in England, 2028-2031.

Irish wheat is generally consumed at Liverpool ; white wheat is more used in London,
2032-2034 Efiects of keeping wheat upon its value, 2035-2037 Corn would not
be imported from America until the home price exceeded 70.S. the quarter, 2038-2043

Some may have been surreptitiously introduced into England through Canada,
2044-2048.

Holdei-ness Cmnitry (East Riding, York). Average rent was 40s. an acre ; it has been
reduced to 20.;., Houvird .4235, 2236.

464- ^2 Horses.
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Horses. See Cattle,

Horton. See Land.

Hosiery. See Leicestershire.

Houghton Regis. See Poor-rates.

Hounslow. Is tilhe-free ; there was an allotment for small and great tithes, Sherborne ^-j-jS,

4779-

Hounslow Heath. Mode of cultivation pursued thereon, Sherborne 4825-4827. 4832-4835,

Howard, C, esq. (Analysis of his Evidence).—Resides at Melbourne (York, East Riding),

and is manager of two estates ; their extent, 2053-2058 The produce of the Sutton

estate (Colonel Hare's) has been diminishing for some years, 2059-2061 Much of the

Scoreby estate (Mr. Wood's) has been laid down in grass, on account of the cultivation of

corn being unprofitable, 2062-2071 The rents have been reduced 30 per cent., and

improvements made by the landlords, making the whole equivalent to a reduction of 45
per cent., 2072-2C>74 The tenants cannot pay the reduced rent; every tenant of

Mr. Wood has given notice to quit, 2075-2079 Colonel Hare's rents have been

reduced 50 per cent., and the tenants have paid them by over-cropping, 2080-2085

The estate is not in so good a condition as it was, so the landlord has in fact paid his own
rent, 2086-2088 The farmers in the East Riding, although rents have been reduced,

are in s;reat distress ; many have failed, 2089-2093——Average produce of the Sutton

estate per acre, and the nature of the land and cultivation, 2094-210-2 Much pasture

has been ploughed up and cropped, 2103-2109 Successive reductions of rent since

1816, 2110-2120 Nature of the land on the Scoreby estate, 2121-2126.

Counti-y bankers will not advance money to farmers as readily as they formerly did, as

they have no personal security, 2127-2129 Rents have been paid out of capital for

many years, 2130-2131 The condition of the poor has improved lately; many have

emiorated to America, and others have employment in manufactures, 2132-2138

Recfuction of rates during the last 10 years, 2139-2143 -The Poor Law Act has

operated, although not put into execution ; it is popular, with tho exception of the

bastardy clause, which will increase expenses, 2144-2151 Average rate of wages

throuo-hout the year from 10s. to 12s., 2152, 2153 The tenants who have given

Mr. Wood notice to quit, undertook their farms with sufBcient capital, 2154-2158

Wages have been reduced, but the price of the common necessaries of life has been pro-

portionately diminished, 2159-2165 Cottage rents 50 s. a year, with a garden, 2166,

2167 The allotment system has caused labourers to eat less wheat, and more vegetables

and meat ; nevertheless the general consumption of wheat has increased, 2168-2175

Opinion that the currency has affected prices ; fluctuation of the price of wheat at different

periods since 1815, 2176-2189 The use of artificial manure, bones, &c., has been

introduced with great profit, 2190-2197 The beer-shops have produced much mischief

amongst the labouring classes, 2198-2200 State of agriculture in the district called

Howdenshire ; depreciation of the value of land
;
quantity thrown out of cultivation,

2201-2206 Much less wheat than usual has been sown this year, 2207-2210

Sheep farmers are not in a bad condition, 2211-2215.

Cold clay lands, which form about one-fourth of the cultivated part of the king-

dom, could not be cultivated with profit, if rent-free, 2216-2221 Many landlords have

been paying their own rent by the improved cultivation of their tenants, 2222-2224

If the average price of wheat were 60s. a quarter, and other produce in proportion, 17 s.

an acre rent could be paid, 2225-2229 The distress has not been great amongst sheep

farmers, as the price of wool and mutton has been good, 2230-2234 The average rent

in the Hoklerness counti-y was 40s. an acre ; it has been reduced to 20s., 2235-2237.

Howdenshire (East Riding, York). State of agriculture in that district ; depreciation of

the value of land, Howard 2201-2206.

Hudson, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Has been 35 years a farmer in Sussex,

3372, 3373 The farmers are in a very bad state in the Weald of Sussex, 3374-3376
Prices do not remunerate them ; they must pay rent out of capital, 3377-3380

The profit of stock has not made up for the loss on corn, 3381-3383 The poor are

generally employed, 3384-3387 The farmers do not employ them profitably to them-
selves, 3388-3390 The great crops of wheat have been the cause of the low price,

3391-3395 The Irish corn enters into competition with our own ; much Irish oats are

imported into Brighton, 3396-3399 The poor-rates have been reduced by the new law,

3400-3404 Wages 3405, 3406. 3460.
Produce per acre of wheat, barley, oats and beans in the Weald and in the Down

country, 3407-3411 Prices of wheat, oats and barley which would be remunerating,

3412, 3413 The price of barley and oats is fair, but the crops deficient, 3414-3419
The price of wheat is more than one-third less than the remunerating price, while there is

one-fourth more than the average produce, 3420-3425 Corn seldom rises until the

farmer has disposed of it to the corn-factor, 3426——The small farmers are more
benefited
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benefited than the largo ones, by the greater produce of wheat, 3427-3429 For the

last three years there have been abundant crops ;
previously they were deficient, 3430-

3435 i'l'f-' farmer is better off with average crops and good prices than with large

crops and low prices, 343O-3439 The Weald farmers are more distressed than those

on the hills, 3440-3443 The price of sheep stock was very bad last year, 3444-3446
The wool has improved ; its price, 3447-3448.

Rents have been reduced, in many instances, in the Weald, more than half since 1814,

3449-3452 Yet at present prices the stiffer land will hardly pay any rent, 3453, 3454
On the Down farms, rents have been reduced one-third, 345,5 The farmers are not

making a profit even on the Downs, 3456-3458 The charge for the work of artisans

has not been much reduced, 3459 Some farms have been given up, and the dividends

liave been small, 3461-3464 This has arisen not from imprudence, but the state of the

times ; farmers do not live extravagantly now, 3465-3468 The rate of wages is not

influenced by any fear of destruction to property, 3469-3473 Cottage rents ; labourers

never lived so well as at present, 3474-3478 The farmers live very well, but have
reduced their expenses, 3479-3482 Value of wool and sheep ; size of flocks, &c.,

3483-3487 With the exception of last season, a greater breadth of wheat has been
sown, and larger crops produced, 3488-3490 The Down farmers cultivate their land

well when they have capital, 3491, 3492.
The poor-rates will be reduced one-third, and in some cases one-half, under the new

system, without any severity to the poor, 3493-3498 ^The workhouse is offered for

children when there are more than three, 3499 Labourers are willing to let their children

work, which, under the old system off head-money, they often refused to do, 3500-3502
Rate in the pound, 3503, 3504 The children are well provided for in the work-

house, and are educated, 3505-3507 Parents are, in most instances, unwilling to part

with their children, 3508-3510 Those in the workhouse are generally bastards or

orphans ; they are kept until they can get into service, 3511-3517.

Huffhes, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Lives at Woodford, near Salisbury;

steward to several gentlemen in the county, 2989-2993 The state of agriculture has

never been depressed so much as at present, except in 1822, 2994-2996- Complaints

were first made in 1822, but an iniprovhment took place until 1826, when country one-

pound notes were withdrawn, 2997-3002 Prices improved in consequence of three wet
seasons ; in 1832, and since, there were fine harvests of wheat, and the price has fallen

more than that of barley and oats, 3003-3005 Many small farmers have been broken

up, and if prices do not improve the large farmers must ultimately be ruined, 3006-3009.
Causes of the low prices ; importations from abroad and from Ireland, and good crops,

3010-3012 The agricultural produce of L'eland has affected the price of cattle, pigs,

*^c., 3013 The price of wheat has risen lately in the Wiltshire markets, in consequence

of the demand at Bristol not having been supplied from Ireland, 3014, 3015 The
allotment system is much encouraged in Wiltshire and is beneficial to the poor, but

reduces the consumption of wheat, 3016, 3017 The poor have suffered much, but their

comforts have been increased by the new Poor Law, 3018 In North Wiltshire they

objected to receive their allowance in bread, 3019,3020 -Wages have been raised

since the introduction of the new Poor Law, and are still on the increase, 3021, 3022
The farmers cannot continue their wages unless prices improve ; the poor would not gene-

rally submit to a reduction, and the poor-rates would be increased, 3023-3026 There
have been rick-burnings in North Wiltshire, 3027.

Nature of the soil near Amesbury, and rent per acre, 3030, 3031 Quantity of wheat,

bailey and oats that can be produced per acre, 3032-3034 The cottagers live upon
the produce of their gardens; they consume more pork and bacon, 3035-3037 The
labourers are better paid now, with reference to the price of provisions, than at any time

in witness's recollection, 3038-3040 They are allowed ovens; they used to pay the

baker and small tradesmen 20 or 25 per cent, too much, 3042, 3043 Wages have
been reduced since 1820, but poor-rates are higher, 3044-3048 Rents have been
lowered from 10 to 25 per cent., 3049, 3050.
The consumption of bread corn in Wiltshire has decreased, 3051-3053 The allot-

ment system has been earned to a greater extent than in any other county ; a quarter of

an acre is the largest allotment, 3054-3056 The consumption of wheat by the labourers

has been reduced one-third, 3057-3060 Twenty sacks of potatoes are sufficient for tlie

consumption of a family and foi- fattening pigs, 3061-3063 Potatoes are much grown
by farmers, 3064-3066 Quantities of Irish bacon are consumed, 3067, 3068- Flax

and hemp cannot be grown to any extent in Wiltshire ; more is grown in Somersetshire

and Dorsetshire, 3069-3071 More wheat has been sown in order to make up in quan-
tity for the low prices, 3072-3075 Little spring wheat is sown ; it is of inferior

quality, 3076-3078 When farmers have capital the land is well cultivated, but not

when they are poor, 3079, 3080 The last season was unfavourable for sowing wheat
on the wet clay lands, 3081-3084 The South Wiltshire farmers are generally sheep

farmers, and the prices of sheep and wool have been good, 3085, 3086 If the price of

wheat bore a proportion to th-at of otiier agricultural produce, the farmers would not com-
plain, 3087-3090 With average crops t!ie price of barley and oats would be remuiie-

464. d 3 rating
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ratine at a rent of 1 1, per acre, 3091-3104 Tiie effect of the Beer Bill has been very

bad, 3105 If the malt-tax were repealed the poor would brew their own beer, as they

did many ye^rs, ap:o, 3106. 3109-31 1
1 It would be very advantageous to the fanner to

malt his own barley for consumption on his farai, 3107, 3108.

Hume, David. Extract from his works on the operation of changes in the currency, on

. workmen, manufacturers, farmers and landowners, Escott 5078.

Importatiot^s:

1. Effect of Importations of Irish Produce upon Prices.

2. Amount and Nature of the Imports.

3. Foreign Importations ; their Effect on the English Markets.

4. Fraudulent Importations of Foreign Corn.

1. Effect of Importations of Irish Produce upon Prices.

Increased importations from Ireland have reduced prices, David 1245-1247 ; Bernard,

1606,1607; Bowling i-]Q% 2764; Langhorne 3812-3816; Sandars 3942-3946——The
price of wheat has risen (March) in the Wiltshire markets, in consequence of the demands

at Bristol not having been supplied from Ireland, Hughes 3014, 3015 Effect of intro-

duction of Irish produce in Bristol on prices of agricultural produce. Summers 5213-5227
The produce of Ireland, both in stock and corn, is a great injury to the farmers in

this country; annual value thereof, A'e«tfa// 1123-1 1 27 The agricultural produce of

Ireland has affected the price of cattle, pigs, kc, Hughes ^oi^^ Importation of com
and pork one of the main causes of distress, Trumpcr 3155-3161 Injurious effect of

the introduction of Irish produce into this country to the agriculturists, Escott 5028.

Importations from Ireland and the Channel islands in 1834 to the extent of 1,000,000

quarters will not account for the depression of prices, Twynam 707, 708 Importations

from Ireland have not effected prices in England, C«7//ey 3655, 3656. 4165-4168 Low
prices cause an increased export from Ireland, unless they fall too low for any profit,

Caj/%3657. -

2. Amount and JVature of the Imports.

Annual value of Irish agricultural produce imported into Liverpool, Sandars 3951-3954
Importations from Ireland have been increasing since 1820, Hodgson 1854-1862

The importation of Iri^h \\heat has not increased during the last two years, Sandars

3933-3935 Imports at several periods since 1808, Sandars 3937-3941 Imports of

corn from Ireland into Glamorganshire in 1833, 1834 and 1835, and the prices of wheat

in each year, Brndley 2443-2454 Large quantities of oats, beef, pork and bacon have

been imported from Ireland, as well as wheat, Feytori 1562-1566 Imports decrease

when prices are low, but increase immediately prices rise again, Spooner 4365-4367.

3. Foreign Importations ; their Effect upon the English Markets.

Effect of importation of foreign corn in 1829, 1830 and 1831, upon the present prices,

Twynam 665-671 The importation of foreign corn when prices are high keeps English

corn from the market, Lcwin 983-989- Statement of the respective quantities of hemp,

flax, tallow and bristles of foreign production consumed in the United Kingdom, 1 833-

4. Fraudulent Importations of Foreign Corn.

It is the general opinion that there have been fraudulent importations of foreign com,

k'^7(ar/;e 39 1

1

No foreign corn has been clandestinely imported in the form of Irish

fiom, Hodgson 1863-1867. 1997-2003 The fraud was more difficult to detect with

respect to the Isle of Man, Hodgson 2004, 2005 Extreme difficulty of applying the

same fraud to Ireland to any great extent, Hodgson lOoQ-ioXQ.

See aho American Corn and Flour. Canada. Ireland. Prices, 1 1. 3. Wheat, y.

Improvements. In Leicestershire great improvements have been made in cultivation and

draining, generally at the expense of the landlord, Wilson 1808-1821.

See also Draining.

Incendiary Fires. See Fires.

Inclosures. Immense extent of inclosures in Northumberland during the last 30 years.

Grey 4757.

Income Tar. Would not be submitted to, unless very light, Cayley 4152-4155.

Irferior Lands. EfTect of an extension of the currency, and of Irish importations, upon
the cultivation of bad land, Sandars 4084-4086 In East Cumberland considerable

quantities of inferior land thrown out of cultivation, Blamire 5094.

Interest. The low rate of interest in England has a tendency to make other countries trade

with our capital ; but this is not done by the United Stales, nor so much as formerly by
other countries, Spooner 4489-4494.

See also Mortgagees.

IhELaSD:
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Ireland:
1. Expenses of f'ullivalion therein."

2. Condition of the Country.

1. Expenses of Cultivation therein.

The price of labour is half that paid in England, and taxes are lighter, Sandars ^QSfj-
3962 Comparative expense of growing corn in England and Ireland, JJavid 1327-

^d3^- 1352-1354 The competition of Irish produce, while the labourers of tliat

country receive small wages, is a great cause of distress to the English farmer, Thuraall
226/3-2269 The farmers cannot compete with the Irish, wliile the burthens on tlu'ir

land and wages are so much higher, Bradley 2469-2477; DoioUiiy '2y6'^, 'i'jB^ An
equalization of the taxes in England and Ireland would be an advantage to the English
farmer, Bradley 2506-2508.

2. Condition of the Country.

The condition of the agricultural population has improved, Sandtirs 3982-3988
The appearance of the Irish labourers, who come to England, is better than it was,
Sandars 3993-3996 Cultivation is improving, Sandars 3975 The farmers are

improving rapidly in skill, Slacker 5607 Wages will not increase with prosperity, as

the population will increase too rapidly, Sandars 4002, 4003 Could not supply the

whole of England with corn, Sandars 3997-4001 Can grow corn as cheap as France
and Holland, Sandars 4004-4006 The quantity of corn grown is not indicated by
the exports, as during the low prices much has been used, by distillers, Saudars ^01

1

1 he late prices have not remunerated the Irish grower, Sandars 4012-401,5'

Less cattle is bred now, and more land is brought into cultivation, liradley 2514-2519
-—— There has been extensive emigration ; many Protestants have left the country,

&(«fZors 3991, 3992.

See also Armagh. Bacon. Butter. Cattle. Cottiers. Importations. Middlemen.
Rents. Spade Labour. Stall-feeding. Wages.

Irish Flour. Is not so good as English flour, Lewin 972-975.

Irish Labourers. Northumberland; popvdation equal to agricultural wants, except in

harvest, when there is an influx of Irish labourers, who receive 2^. G d. per diem and
meat. Grey 4697.

Irish Produce See Importations, J, 2.

Iron. Great rise which has taken place in the price of iron, Escott 4968.

Isle of Man. See Importations, 4.

Isle of Thanet. The poor are in a better state than in many other places ; there is not a
surplus population, Cramp 749-751.

Jacob, W. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Has been compt roller of corn returns 14 or 15
years, 228, 229 Was for some time a practical farmer, 230, 231 The system of
agriculture has improved and a larger proportion of corn can be grown on the same
lands, 232-238 The quantity grown cannot be safely diminished; we should pay
higher prices for foreign corn, 239-242 For several years we have not produced corn
enough for our population, 243-248 Advantages of the present corn laws, 249-251

There is not much disposition to speculate in English corn, 252-255 Speculation

in foreign corn is injurious to the farmer, 256, 257 The inhabitants of the Continent
eat very little wheat ; it is a drug in their markets, 258-262 There is a general com-
plaint of low prices, 263-265 The farmers in France are to be compared with our
small farmers, who are generally in distress, 266-268 In many parts of England the

poor have changed their food from wheat to potatoes ; but wheat has been substituted

for barley and rye, 269-282.
Estimated average consumption of wheat in England, 283, 284 Imports from the

Continent and from Ireland, 285-287 French corn and bread are inferior to the English,

288-292 Calculating the relative qualities of French and English wheat, the former

is the dearer, 293-297 The corn averages are more correct in England than in

France ; in tiie latter they are below the real prices, 298-300 The variation in the

price of wheat in ditTerent districts is greater in France than in England, 301, 302
Bread is cheaper in Paris than in London ; the London flour trade a monopoly, 303,
304 The increased cultivation of potatoes is observed all over England; witness does
not consider them an exhausting crop, 305-310 The monopoly of the London flour

trade caused by the wealth of millers and the poverty of bakers
;
paucity of nvdl-

streams reduces competition, 312-318 Returns from inspectors of corn returns in

Scotland and England have ceased; their inutility, 319-322 Scotch and English
corn sold in the English market has the averages taken, but with the expense of carriage^

323-328 The averages are fairly taken, 329-333 The quantity sold in the markets
is no criterion of consumption ; speculation causes frequent re-sales, which cannot be
estimated, 334-347 The present corn law maintains a certain equilibrium in prices,

348-350—— Eftiects of the allotment system in supplying labourers with garden produce
instead of bread, 351, 352.

464. d 4 • Jama,
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James, Mr. Extract from his work, showing how the manufacturers and labourers would

derive advantage from the depreciation of money, Cayley 3672.

Jersey. Importation of foreign grain, Sec, to. See Corn.

Joint Standard. Would improve the condition of the agricultural interest, afford security

against panics, and extend the circulation, Z««^/<o?7je 3770,3771.3775-3782 A return

to the mixed gold and silver standard of 1797 would be an advantage to the public debtor

of ]5 per cent", Spooner 4391-4399. 4404-4409 The difference of 15 per cent, calcu-

lated, Spooner 4443-4449 A larger issue of paper might be made with safety with

that standard, Spooler 4410-4413 Justice requires the adoption of the standard of

1797, as that of 1819 never existed before, Spooner 4441,4442 It would give the

agriculturists from 10 to 15 per cent.; it would not affect the manufacturers, as the

exchanges will adjust themselves, Mtintz 4536-4546.

To adjust the value of silver and gold no other law necessary than one which siiould

enable the subjects of the realm to carry themselves bullion to the mint, and have it

coined and delivered, at 5s. 2 J. to the ounce, Atticood 5571.

See also Currency. Gold Standard. Silver Standard. Standard.

Joint Stock Banks:
1. Accommodation to Farmers and Manufacturers.

2. Their Constitution, Sfc.

1. Accommodation to Farmers and Manufacturers.

In Glamorganshire, have given accommodation to farmers upon moderate terms, David
1276 They accommodate the manufacturers, but refuse assistance to the farmers,

Cayley 3603-3605 Reasons why they give assistance to the manufacturing and not to

the agricultural interest, Spooner 4419. 4504-4506 They circulate credit freely

amongst the manufacturers, Muniz 4580-4582.

2. Their Constitution, S^c.

Have materially increased their circulation in the last few years, Escott 5044
Estabhshed 1826 for the purpose of serving as a protection against the recurrence of a

panic such as had distinguished 1825; a recurrence of the same evils now anticipated

from that source by the authors of the measure, Attwood 5562 Extent to which it

might be an improvement in joint-stock banks to require them to pay up Iheir capital and

limit the amount of responsibility, jl/fit'ooc? 5594 Such a system cannot be effective

without the consent of the Bank of England, Atticood 5599 Opinion as to the amount
of additional security occasioned by the number of partners, Attwood 5596.

See also Manufactures.

K.

Kendall, Samuel. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Manages His Majesty's farms, 1075-1077
Names thereof and quantity of land, 1078, 1079——They will not make a profit, nor

could any rent be paid, 1080-1088 The prices of oats and barley do not compensate

for the low prices of wheat, 1089-1093 The farmers are in a very bad state ; they

cannot make up more than two-thiids of their rent, 1094-1098 For some years they

have been paying rent, &c., out of capital, 1099-1102 Many of the poor are not

employed for want of capital, 1103, I104 These observations apply to the country 20

miles round Windsor, 1105-1109 A tenant cannot pay rent upon the be.st land,

1110-1113 The poor are dissatisfied; wages 12s. a week; have not been reduced for

fear of damage to property, 1114-1122 The produce of Ireland, both in stock and

corn, is a great injury to this country ; annual value thereof, 1123-1127.

Bankers will not "trust farmers, because they know they are needy, 1128-1130

Labourers perfoim less work than they once did ; evils of beer-shops, 1131-1137 The
contraction of the circulating medium m 1829 had some effects on prices, 1138, 1139^

Much land which grew oats now grows v\heat, on account of the importation of oats

from Ireland, and wheat is now imported from that country also, 1140-1144- Tiie

allotment system has introduced potatoes and meat instead of bread for food, 1 145-1 152

In Sussex the large fj'rmers have much wheat; the poorer have brought it to market

and depressed the prices, 1153-1159 The vexations of the excise on malt should be

removed, and the duty paid on tykmg it out of bond for consumption, 1160-1165

Cultivation is deficient, and yet there is a superabundance of wheat, 1164-1170
Distress prevails amongst freeholders occupying their own land, 1 171-1172——^The new
Poor Law has reduced the rates in many places, but has driven away the labourers,

1173-1179 Less wheat will be grown; farmers will try something more profitable,

1180,1181 Many farmers have'left this country for America, 1182-1184 T^e
allotment system makes the condition of the labourers much better ; half an acre of

potatoes will serve a family twice as long as half an acre of wheat, 1185-1191.

Kenyon, Lord. Communicates to the Committee information as to the consumption of

wheat of five families on his estate, each having allotments of land; wages of the

labourers, /;. 361.

. Kiiisi's
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King's Farms. The Fkniisli and Norfolk farms, near Windsor, will not make a profit, nor
could any rent be paid, Kendall 1080-1088.

L.

I.abuur. There would be a less surplus of labour, if agriculture were in a better state,

Triimpcr 31 7 1-31 74 ; Escott 4853 The absorption of labour in manutactures and rail-

roads may render agricultural labour dearer than tiie farmer can afi'ord to purchase. Cm/ley

3593i35y4 In Essex there is not more labour than the farmer requires, C'ow/?07^ 4275,
4-276.

See also Employment.

LaBOVRERS :

1. Their Condition genernlh/.

2. In particular Counties.

1. Their Condition generalli/.

The effect of diminishing: the cultivation of corn will be to throw many out of employ-
ment and increase the poor-rates, Waring 128-137 In the southern counties, the
labourers, when regularly employed, are better off than they ever were, Tntmper 3168-
3170 Labourers in full employment are better off now tlian witness lias ever known
them, Escott 48.51 Wlien employed are generally well off; but ihev are paid out of
capita], which must be exhausted, Caylerj 3580, 3581' Are better j)aid than they were
during the liigli prices, when within the mfluence of manufacturing wages, .S'/3oci«er 4350-
4358 Would be benefited by a rise in prices, Cayley 4184-4186. 4190-4195
Condition of labourers as good now as in 1815, Grey 4773 Difficulty of ascertaining

their real condition, Escott 4851 Perform less work than tbey once did, Kendall 1131-
1137-

2. In particular Counties.

In East Cumberland, better off than others, from various local circumstances, Blamire

5093-

Devnoshire : Are better off in Devonshire than in most other counties, although wages
are low,iierwa7-rf 1664-1667.

Kent: Near Canterbury are better off than they were 30 years ago, Nearne 1468-1471
Since the peace many have been out of employment, for whom the farmers were

obliged to find work, Neurnc 1478-1481 If the state of agriculture were improved,
the farmers would find employment for all, Nearne 1483, 1484 A labourer in constant

employment is better off now than he ever was, Doicling 2881, 288-2 The poor farmers

have been obliged to reduce the number of their labourers, Waring 138.

In Sussex, never lived so well as at present, Hudson 3477, 3478.

In Wilts they are better paid, with reference to the price of provisions, than they ever

were, Hughes 3038-3040 They are allowed ovens; they used to pav the baker and
small tradesmen 20 or 25 per cent, too much, Hughes 3042, 3043.

See also Allotment System. Beer Shops. Employment. Labour. Malt Tar, I. 3.

Migration. Poor. Triages.

Luce and Silk. See Chard.

Lambs. See Cattle.

Land. Acreage of each of the following farms in Northumberland, with the depreciated

value of each; viz., Grindon, Goswick, Norham Mains, Duddo, Melkington, East Lil-

burn, Horton, Jsorth Earl and Brunton, Langhorue 3729-3737 Difficulty of

effecting sales of land ; the number of years' purchase is not reduced, Cayley 4174,
4175-

See also Cultivution. Produce. Rents.

Landowners. Are much distressed by the altered value of monev, Hodgson 1969-1981
More distressed in their condition than any other class in this country, Escott 4851.

Land Tax. Very unequal ; land on which towns have been built pay no more than when
in cultivation, Spooner 4,519 Should be equalized, Cayley 4153.

Statement, showing the average rate per pound of the land-tax in certain places, upon
the rental assessed to the inhabiied house-tax, App. p. 363 Statement, showing the

average rate in the jjound at which the land-tax is charged in the several counties in

England and \^'ales, and in Scotland ; taking the value at three-fourths of the amount
assessed to the property duty in 1815, App. p. 364.

See also Tax.aiion.

Langhorue, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A banker at Berwick-upou-Tweed, and
has the management of a large estate, 3678-3682 1 he land is exceeaingly good, and
tlie local burthens altogethtr only 2s. in the jound on real value, 3683-3692 The
tenantry aie the best faimers in the kingdom, and of large capital, 3693,3694 Un

464. e strong
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Lanohorve, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued.

strong clay soils they are losing money, and paying rent out of capital, 3695-3699
"Witness never advances money for the payment of rent, as the landlord can distrain, and

he cannot, 3700-3703- The arrears are about one-fourth of the rent, 3704-3708
The farmers overdraw their accounts, according to the extent of their farms, giving

bonds, with two securities, 3709-3711 The Scotch notes increase the general circu-

lation, and do good to the public, 371 2-37-28.

Names of several farms in Northumberland which have been depreciated in value,

372Q-3734 The land has not been deteriorated, during the leases, to any extent,

3735-3737- When the leases were granted prices were three times as high as they

now are, 3738, 3739 Produce of the land per acre, 3740-374?. Estimate of the

proceeds of a farm of 300 acres of turnip-soil, manaijed under the fifth-course rotation of

husbandry, 3743-3745 E.xamination relative thereto, 3746-3755 There is no

surplus population, 3756, 3757 Unless prices are raised the farmer cannot go on,

3758.
The main cause of low prices is the contraction of the currency; ratio of this con-

traction in Berwick, 3758-3765 Bankers are not anxious to increase their circulation,

3766-3769 A double currency of gold and silver would improve the condition of the

agricultural interest, 3770, 3771 The failure of Mr. Mowbray's bank was caused by
lending large sums to speculators in mines, 3772-3774 The adoption of the joint

standard would afford security against panics, and extend the circulation, 3775-378-2

Departures from the Bill of 1819, in issuing notes, 3783-3791 When the small

notes were called in, in 1829, bad seasons delayed the fall of prices, 3792-3794 The
state of the farmer has been depressed since 1815, with each restriction of the currency

;

since 1819 it has been getting worse and worse, 3795-3804 Whether seasons have

been <iood or bad, there has been the same result, which shows that some other cause

than production must be in operation, 3805-3811.
Importations from Ireland contribute to increase the depression of prices, 3812-3816
The corn laws for the present are a dead letter, 3817, 3S18 The Bank of

England branch banks have contracted the circulation of othei banks, by taking their

notes in for cash, 3819-3831 They will not give accommodation to farmers on any
security which they have to offer, 3832, 3833 There would be veiy great objection on
the part of country bankers to give security for their issues, 3834, 3835 Comparative

circulation of notes by the Bank and country bankers, at different periods, 3836-3839
The amount of gold in circulation is much overrated, 3840-3846 The country

bankers would prefer Bank of England one-pound notes to an issue of their own, 3847,
3848 Wages are 10s. a week in Northumberland; the farmers' servants are paid in

kind ; conditions upon which Lord Tankerville hires his labourers, 3849-3851 There

has been no discontent; the system gives the labourer an interest in the produce of the

farm, 3852-3854.

Leadenhall Market. See Beef. Butter. Cheese. Mutton. Pork. Veal.

Leases uf Greemcich Hospital Estates. Description of leases granted to tenants by Green-

wich "Hospital, Gre^ 4705-4709.

Leicestershire Statement from Parliamentary Returns of the comparative contributions to

local taxation of the agriculturists and manufacturers, Wilson 1757-1763 • Paper,

showinsi' the unequal assessment of manufacturing and agricultural property therein,

Hv.p. 1 54 Statement of the number of machines engaged )n the hosiery and glove trade

in Leicestershire ; also the number of persons employed and their average clear earnings,

if in full work, Ev. p. 156.

Lewin, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A farmer and miller, at Wickham Market, in

Suffolk, 914-917 The state of agriculture in that part of the country is very much
distressed, 918, 919 The distress began in 1815; was not so great in 1816, but

increased in 1821 and 1822, 920-924 Prices rose in 1823; variations until 1828,

c)-25 Average from 1828 to 1831 ; the seasons and crops were good, 926-930

Prices fell in the following years ; there were good crops of wheat, but a scarcity in

other corn, 931-935 Years in which Woodbridge and Framlinghani markets were

elutted, 936-942 The state of the farmers is dreadful; their poverty has driven them
to the markets, and has depressed prices, 943-945 Rents have been reduced from

20 to 40 per cent, in the last 15 years, 946-949 They are not higher than they were

in 1793, 950, 951 Farmers cannot pay their rent and wages if prices remain the

same, 954 "There are many instances in which opulent and prudent rate-paj'ers have

become paupers, 955-959 Many of the poor are out of employment; rate of wages,

960-963.
The depression of prices arises from the contraction of the currency, 964-966

Proposed alterations in the corn laws for the protection of farmers, 967-981 The
averages should be taken in Ireland, and from the farmer, 982 The importation of

foreign corn, when prices are high, keeps English corn from the market, 9S3-989
Disadvantages of the warehousing system to the farmers, 990-1008 For the last

ei<'ht years the condition of farmers has been growing worse and worse, 1009-1015
Every
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Lewiii, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)
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continued.

Every expansion of the currency since 1796 has been succeeded by a rise of prices,

ioiG-iO'23——There is always capital for speculation when prices are low, 1024-1027
The Bank of England rejjulates the circulation of other banks, and affects prices,

1028-1036 After four years' bad crops, 40s. would be a fair price for barley, 1037-
1043 Neither the price of barley nor meat is satisfactory, 1044-1046- The price of

wool is fair, 1047 Currency has affected wheat more than other articles, because there

has been a full crop, 1048-1051^——Irish corn will reduce the price of our own, and the

allotment system and the poor laws uill make our poor live upon potatoes, 1052-1058
Injurious operation of the new Poor Law upon the labouring classes, 1059-1063
The rates have not been reduced in some parishes; reductions were efi'ected by giving

employment, before the new system was introduced, 1064-1074.

Uabilities of the Bank. See Bunk of England.

Liverpool. Price of wheat in the market, Hodgson 1982-1988 Irish wheat is of the

most general consumption, Hodgson 2032-2034 Irish corn is generally consumed
there, .S'flH^/ars 3978-3981.

See also Cattle. Importations.

London Police. Beneficial effects of employing the London police in repressing disturbances

in Norfolk, Carter 2975.

Lowland Farmers. See Farmers, 2.

Luton. See Poor Rates.

Lynn, Price of wheat and barley in the Lynn market in 1823, 1824 and 1825, Carter 2953,
2954 in 1833 and 1834, Carter 2955-2958.

M.

Machinery. Effects of the introduction of machinery upon the rural population ; in Gla-
morganshire women were generally clothed in stuff of their own making, David 1267—
1271 Has taken away the employment of women and children in spinning in Leices-

tershire, Wilson 1772-1774.

Malt Tax:
I. Advantages in repealing the Malt Tax.

1. Generally.

2. Farmers.

3. Labourers.

II. Advantages to Farmers in being enabled to malt their own Grainfor Cattle.

III. Substitutesfor Taxation in case of the Repeal of the Malt Tax.

IV. Alterations in Duty or Mode of Collecting.

I. jidvardages in repealing the Mult Tax.

1. Generally.

Advantages of repealing the malt-tax, i}e««e« 513, 514 ; Allnatt ()0?i; David 128S-

1291 ; Firchild 1393-1395. 1411-1420; JVihon 1805; Cooper 2708; Doubling 2777-2780.
2825-2S27. 2853; T'/'J^wa// 2393-2396 ; Carter 2976; Hughes 3107, 3108; Truniper

3224; Tayor 3366, 3367 ; Cay/ey 4150, 4151 ; Grey4']'2Q; Sherborne j[S^6 ; Fscott ^qqS
The repeal of the malt duty would improve the value of all agricultural produce, David

1288-1291 The advantages would be increased consumption of barley, and the removal

of the monopoly occasioned by the excise laws, FfrcAiW 1393-1395. 141 1-1420- Unless

the whole be repealed, the excise jurisdiction continues, Dowling 2853 Beneficial

effects of repealing the duty, or permitting the farmers to malt for home consumption,

TA(<r«a// 2393-2396 ; jy«g/(es 3107, 3108 No other article is taxed so highly; the

maltster will only buy the finest barley, Trumper 3228, 3229 Would be a benefit to

the landlord, the tenant and the public, Taylor 3366, 3367.

2. Farmers.

The total repeal of the malt-tax would be of great benefit to the farmers, Bennett 513,

514 The removal of the malt-tax would be a great relief to farmers ; it would stimulate

the barley trade, by increasing consumption, .ilbiatt 908-913 The severity of the

excise laws, rather than the amount of duty, prevents farmers from malting, Firchild 1404—
1410 To enable the farmer to malt for his own consumption would aflbrd great relief,

Wilson 1805-1807 Partial remission would be useless to the farmer ; a total repeal

would be a great benefit, Dowling 2777-2780. 2825-2827 Would be a benefit both to

the farmer and labourer, Cooper 2708, 2709; Ca/-fer 2976-2980 ; Trumper 3224-3227
Extent to which the repeal of the malt-tax would be beneficial to farmers, Grey 4729-4732

Repeal of the malt-tax would afford very substantial rehef to the agv'icuhunst, Bscott

4998-5003.

464. c 2 3. Labourers.
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Malt Tax : I. Advantages in repealing the Malt Tax—continued.

3. Labourers.

If malt were free of duty labourers would brew their own beer, Firchild, 1396-1399
Would induce farmers to supply their labourers with beer and increase the con-

sumption, Dowling -2905, -2906 The poor would brew their own beer, Hughes 3106
Would enable farmers to supply their labourers with beer, and their cattle with inferior

barley malted, Sharpe 3902-3910 Farmers would find it useful to provide their

labourers with beer, if the malt duty was repealed, Escott 5005.

II. Advantages to Farmers in being enabled to malt their ozcn Grain for Cattle.

Malt would be the best food for fattening cattle, Bennett 520, 521 It would be very

beneficial to farmers to permit them to malt their own barley for iheir cattle, AUnatt

905-907 Advantage to the farmer in malting his own grain as food for cattle, Spooner

4'^95-430i-

III. Substitutesfor Taxation in case of the Repeal of the Malt Tax.

The revenue might be compensated by a duty on foreign flax and tallow, Cayleif 4179-
4181 A sufficient duty might be raised on cotton, hemp, flax and tallow to supply the

deficiency to the revenue, Spooner 431 1-4322.

IV. Alterations in Duty or Mode of collecting.

The vexations of the excise on malt should be removed, and the duty be paid on taking

it out of bond for consumption, A'e«r/o// 1 160-1163 Should be transferred to beer

brewed for sale by retail, ipoower 4303-4310.

See also Barley. Beer Bill. Beer Duty.

Malthus, Mr. His opinion (1815) that when corn should fall to 505. a quarter and labour

in proportion, that the stock-holder would be benefited unfairly at the expense of the

prosperity of the whole country, Escott 5079, 5080.

Maltsters. Do not trade with the capital of duty ; there is not mucli competition in the

trade, Sharpe 3916, 3917.

See also Averages.

Man, hie of. Importation of foreign grain, Sec, to. See Corn.

Manufactures:
1. Causes of their Prosperity.

2. Extent thereof.

3. Influence of a Change of Currency upon their Condition.

1. Causes of their Prosperity.

The mutual interests and dependence of manufactures and agriculture examined, Cayley

2606-3614 Their prosperity (March) arises from the large issues of joint-stock banks,

Cayley 3603-3605. 3645, 3646 Have been prosperous while agriculture was distressed,

Spooner 4497-4503 Joint-stock banks operate directly upon the former, and only

indirectly upon the latter, Spooner 4504-4506 Circumstances which contribute to

their prosperity during the depression of agriculture, Cayley 3648-3650 -The advance

in price (INIarch) arises from the increased issues of the Bank and of joint-stock banks,

Spooner 4420-4423 Causes of the rise of prices ; it is confined to the raw materials,

Muntz 4526-4530 Grounds for anticipating a short continuance of manufacturing

prosperity, Muntz 4591.

2. Extent thereof.

The condition of the workmen is very good; the master manufacturer is making very

moderate profits, Muntz 4523, 4524 The manufacturer has lately been able to

dispose of his stock very readily, but profits have not been large, Muntz 4596-4601
, The advance in the raw materials will affect many trades, Muntz 4602.

3. Influence of a Change of Currency upon their Condition.

An increased price of agricultural produce (by an extension of the currency) would

not affect the export of manufactures, Spooner 4414 The goods would be sold

abroad as cheaply as before ; their nominal price in this country only would be changed,

Spooner 4415-4417 No depreciation of the currency would affect titem; the

advanced prices of the goods abroad would be counterbalanced by the exchange falling in

proportion, Muutz 4626, 4627 When there is a general rise in the prices of manufac-

tures exports cease and prices are depressed, Muntz 4593 An enlargement of the

standard would operate on the price of manufactures as well as prices of corn, Att-

wood 5589.

See also Birmingham. Poor-rates, 2. Taxation.

Manure.
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Manure. The farmers in Suffolk cannot afford to buy so much artificial manure as their

lands require at the present price of produce. Cooper 2683-2689^

—

—Cost of manure per

acre in Middlesex, Sherborne 4823,4824 Manner in which it is procured from_

London; cost of each cart or wawf^on load, Hlierbnrne 483(1-4840. 4844 The use of

artificial manure, bones, &c., has been introduced with great profit into the East Riding

of Yorkshire, Jlounrd 2190-2197.

See also Boiw Manure. Cultivatiuii.

IMaik-lane. See Averages.

Meat. See Flour and Meal.

Meat. The price is raised by the low price of tallow. Green 202-20G The improved

price is caused by the failure of the tmnip crop, Cayleu 3620 The prices in the London

market have not been remunerating to the graziers, Wilson 1720-172,3.

Melk'wgton. See Land.

Middlemen. System of middlemen much on the decrease in Armagh, Blacker 5632.

Migration. The fluctuations of trade render the migration of labourers to the manufacturing

districts a questionable advantage, Cayley 3586 Many have left the poor-law unions

to seek emplovment elsev;here; the reduction of rates is not a proof of more eriiployment,

Cnyley 3.589-3592 Evidence as to migration of labourers from Somer.-^etshiie, Escott

4035 Explanation of former evidence on the subject of migration of latjourers,

Escott 5051.

Millers. See Averages.

Montesquieu. Extract concerning the depreciation of money by the Romans during ihe

first and second Punic wars, CV/j/Zp^ 36,54 Extract on the effects of contraction and
expansion of the currency upon the Roman empire, with reference to taxation, Caylei/ 4129.

Mortgagees. The small mortgagees still continue to pay the old rate of interest in many
instances, Ca^ /fj/ 4117-4121.

Mowbray, Mr. Causes of the failure of his bank, Langhome 3772-3774.

Mules. See Cattle.

MuTitz, George Frederick. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Amerchant in Birmingham, 4521,
4522- ^The condition of the workmen is better than witness has ever known it, thougii

the master manufacturers are making very moderate profits, 4523, 4524 The merchants
are embarrassed by orders from abroad i'or goods, the prices of which have risen since the

patterns were sent out, 4525 Causes of the late rise of prices, 4526,4527 The
price of raw materials, not of manufactured articles, has risen, 4528-4530 After the

panic most manufactured articles were reduced in price, 4531 The prices of provisions

have never fallen in proportion, except, of late, wheat and potatoes, 4532 The con-
sumption of these has not diminished, 4533,4534 Explanation of the causes of the

low price of corn, 4535.
The effect of a mixed standard of gold and silver at the present standard would be to

give to the agriculturists from 10 to 15 per cent.; it would not affect the manufacturers,

4536-4538 There should be a silver standard alone ; but payments might be made in

gold, 4539-4543 Any elevation of the standard which is best for the agricultural

interest will not be injurious to the manufacturers, as the exchanges will adjust them-
selves, 4544-4546 Mode in which a depreciation of money would assist the agricul-

turist who owes nothing, 4547-4557 One halt of the landed proprietors have no real

interest in the land, but have to pay the interest of their debts, 4558,4559 In con-
sidering the relation between debtor and creditor, the advantage which the latter has
gained by the improved value of money should be taken into account, 4560-4562 The
intermediate tradesmen who sell articles to farmers have not reduced their prices, although
the manufacturer supplies them at 50 per cent, less than he did, 4563.
The burthen of taxation is greater now than during the war, 4564 The taxes which

press most heavily are those on bread, malt, tea and other necessaries of life, 4565, 4566
Average wages of workmen at Birmingham ; they have remained nearly stationary

for three years, 4567-4575 The deposits in the savings bank have greatly increased,

4576, 4577 ihe moral condition of the people of Birmingham is improved; there is

less drunkenness, 4578, 4579 The joint stock banks circulate credit freely amono-st
the manufacturers, 4580-4582 There is much greater facility than at the time of
irredeemable paper, 4583-4585 Since the alteration in the usury laws, many transac-

tions have taken place at teven-and-a-half per cent, interest, 4586 The employments
of workmen at Birmingham are generally healthy; they live in separate houses, 4587,
4588 Average rent, 4589, 4590.

Grounds for anticipating no long continuance of manufacturing prosperity, 4591
A rise in the price of provisions is of no consequence, if provided for by an alteration of
the standard, 4592 When there is a general rise in the price of manufactures, exports

464. e 3 cease
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Muntz, George Frederick. (Analysis of his ^y'ldence)— continued.

cease and prices are depressed, 4593 Exaiuination of the comparative effects of the

corn law and of a depreciated currency in raising prices, 4593-459,5 'The manufacturer

has lately been able to dispose of his stock very readily ; but profits have not been large,

4596-4601- The advance of the raw material will affect many trades, 4602 Many
articles of Paris manufacture excel those of Birmingham, particularly such as require

much manual labour, 4603-4607 Cutlery is manufactured at St. Etienne, 4608
Wages at Paris are from 30 to 50 per cent, lower than at Birmingham, 4609-461 1.

There should be no irredeemable paper, 461-2-4615 If Parliament think fit that

wheat should be 8 s. a bushel, the silver standard should be 8 s. an ounce, and the com
laws would be virtually repealed, 4616-4625 This would make no difference to the

manufacturers; the advanced price of their manufacture on the Continentwould be counter-

balanced bv the exchange faUing in proportion, 4626, 4627 Seventy-five persons out of

the hundred would derive benefit from the change iti the currency, and their interest

should be preferred to that of the minority, 4628 An alteration of the standard was
the only measure that could have continued the prosperity of 1824 and 1825, 4628, 4629

The Bank should be permitted to issue one-pound notes, and to pay their notes at

the market price of gold, instead of a fixed price, 4630.

Mutton. Account of the prices of mutton at Smithfield and Leadenhall Markets for each of

the years from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p. 400.

N.
National Debt. See Sinking Fund.

Nearyie, Mr. John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) Has been for some years steward to several

noblemen and gentlemen near Faversham and Canterbury, 1433-1437 The occupier

of poor land has lately been better offthan the occupier of good land, 1438-1440 Until

lately they paid their rents out of capital, 1441-1444 When they have depended upon
the growth of corn, they have suffered much, 1445-1447 Their condition is generally

verybad ; they are in want of capital, 1448-1451 Tithes are frequently taken in

kind, 1452 Last year the farmers made enough to pay their rent, labour and the

interest of capital, 1453-1456 Prices have been progressively lower; injury to farmers

of good wheat land, 1457, 1458 Rents have been reduced from 10 to 20 per cent.

since 1822, 1459-1467 Average wages; labourers are better off than they were 30
years ago, 1468-1471 The expenses of the farmers have increased in the last 20 years,

1472-1477 Since the peace many labourers have been out of employment, for whom
the farmers were obliged to find work, 1478-1481——There have been several fires in

witness's neighbourhood, 1482 If the state of agriculture were improved, the farmers

would find employment for all the labourers, 1483, 1484 Variation in the price of

wheat since 1822, 1485-1492.

Norfolk Farm. See King's Farms.

Norham Mains. See Land.

North Earl. See Land.

O.

Outs. Remunerating price in average seasons, Sharpc -.^goi Should be 34s. a quarter to

make their growth profitable to the farmer in Suffolk, Cooper 2659—2665 In Sussex

the price has been fair but the crops deficient, Hudson 3417-3419 Great quantities of

Irish oats are imported into Brighton, Hudson 3396-3399 Large importations of oats

from Ireland have led to an increased cultivation of wheat in England, Hoc?gso7z 1878-1884
-Will be used in Ireland for distillation when the priceofwlieat tlses,Sandars 4036,4037.

Quantities imported into His Majesty's colonies m America, Sec, from foreign parts in

each of the years from 1815 to i835) both inclusive, .4pp. p. 366,367 Average prices

of, at Mark-lane, from 1S15 to 1835, both years inclusive, App. p. 370-391 Account

of foreign oats brought into consumption in Great Britain from 1815 to 1835, ^7)^.^.392
Similar return for oats, other than foreign, for the same years, App. p. 393~399'

Oil-cake. See Cattle.

One-pound Notes. See Burke, Mr. Currency,

Orpington. The poor are very discontented, and there have been many incendiary fires.

Waring 114-117.

Over-cropping. Many landlords have been paying their own rent by the land being run out,

Cayley 4147, 4148 In the southern counties the laud has been too much forced in

order to grow wheat, Trumper 3146-3149 This was occasioned by the distress of the

farmers, rri/m/jer 3 1 50-3 1 54 Many farms in Wales which were in a flourishing state

have been reduced by over-cropping, occasioned by the distress of the tenants, Bradlej/

2556-^560.
Over-production
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Over-production. Whether seasons have been good or bad the farmers have been equally

distressed ; some other cause than production must therefore be in operation, Laiighorne

3805-3811.

See also Prices, II. 5.

Oxfordshire. See Wages.

P.

Panic. The panic of 1 82.5 was caused by an over-issue of paper upon too contracted a
standard of value, and was the occasion of the law restraining the issue of one-pound
notes, Cayley 3(134-3638 Value of a silver currency in protecting the Rank during a
panic, Cayley 3671 A silver standard would give security in times of panic to the

monetary system, beyond any security which the present system promises, Attwood
5601.

Paper Currency. No limit to the extent to which paper currency might go, were it not for

the liability to pay in some metallic standard, Paltison, 5445.
See also Currency.

Parliament. Relief is expected from the Parliamentray inquiries, and if nothing be done
the farmers will be in a state of desperation and despondencv, Thuniall 2-285, 2286
In Glamorganshire the farmers are in great expectations of assistance from Parliament

;

they cannot hold their farms unless their expenses be diminished or prices raised, Bradlei/

2478-2483.

Pasture. In Berkshire much land would be converted into pasture if it could be done with
less difficulty and ex|)ense, Allnatt 864, 865.

Pasture Farms (Somerset). Bear a much higher rent than arable ; if good land, from 2 /. to

3Z. per acre, Escott 4877.

See also Farmers.

Patrick, St., Assurance Company. Conduct of many shareholders of St. Patrick's Assuiance
Company on being threatened with actions for the debts incurred by the company, Atlwood

5598.

Pattison, James, esq., m. p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Member of Parliament for the

City of London, 5303 Governor of the Bank, 5304 Evidence as to the Act for the

new silver coinage, 1816,5306-5314 Pressure on the Bank in 1825 from the drain

for gold, 5315-5322 Considerable profit made by the yierson who brought back gold

to the Bank, 5323-5325-—-Run for gold on the resignation of Lord Grey, 1832, 5333
Evidence on the subject of foreign payments by a silver standard, 5347-5359

Unwise in this country to change the standard, 5360 Amount of the liabilities of the

Bank, 5363 Silver coin now used as small change ; Bank always glad to purchase

silver bullion, 5371 -Bank purchased, between 1830 and 1834, 3.500,000/. of silver,

5374 Publication of Bank accounts commenced 1834, under the present charter, 5377
Amount of bullion. May 1836, in the Bank 7,600,000/., of which 500,000/. is silver,

5375-5379 Evidence as to the amount of bullion in the Bank at former periods,

5388-5393 Quantity of gold taken from Europe by Auierica, 5394, 5395 Opera-
tion of the shipment of gold for Portugal, which was often returned by the next packet,

5396 Government holds the silver coinage in its own hands, 5404 Profit cannot be
made on gold by individuals coining, 5405-5407 Seignorage on gold might be useful,

could it be effected without altering the value of the coin, 5410 Evils of altering the

currency, 5415.

Price of gold can never rise as long as the Bank continues cash payments, 5417-5419
When exchanges are against this country there will be a demand for gold, 5420

Measures necessary to be taken by the Bank would diminish the circulation, and a reduc-

tion of prices would follow, 5421 Effect on country and joint-stock banks of the opera-

tion of the Bank of England, 5422-5426 Fall of prices since 1820 accounted for by
the change from a paper to a metallic currency, 5430 Prices now generally too high

;

in a more satisfactory state last year, 5434-5439 Witness has entertained an opinion

that the cry of agricultural distress has been greatly exaggerated, 5440 Further

evidence as to the value of gold or silver as a standard, 5447.

Agricultural distress cannot have originated from any circumstance connected with

the currency, 5462 Present currency mixed, metallic and paper; latter convertible on
demand into the former, which renders the currency as nearly a metallic one as could

well be devised, 5469 Evils which would arise from any change in the currency;

change even for a more perfect system not desirable, 5472 Evidence as to amount of

bullion held bv the Bank, at different dates
;
proportion of silver and gold, 5478-5489

Great anxiety on the part of the Bank to avoid fluctuation, 5490-5493 Bank
are not now restricted to gold only; the silver is not the standard by law, it has an influ-

ence upon the exchanges when sold as bullion, and answers almost every purpose of a

second metal, 5494.

464. e 4 Further
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Patlhon, James, esq., m. r.—(Analysis of his Evidence)
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continued.

Further evidence as to comparative advantages of gold or silver currency, 5495-5506
Bank of England does not negociate foreign bills of exchange, 5507 Becomes

the purchaser or seller of bullion according to the rates of exchanges, 5507 Alteration

of currency in 1810 had an effect on prices, 5516 Had the state not effected the

change in 1819, they would have been called upon to do so at a later period, 5517

There has been no d'eparture from the metallic standard since 1819, 5522 How f^ir

prices of agricultural produce might be effected by supply, independent of currency,

55-9-5537--—The establishment of a gold standard (1816) was the best measure that

could have been adopted, 5542.

Peas. Consumption thereof in Somersetshire, Summers 5260 Quantities imported into

His Majesty's colonies from different parts, in each of the years from 1815 to 1835, both

inclusive, yl;y). ;j. 366, 367 Average prices of, at the market in Mark-lane, from

1815 to 1835, both inclusive, Jpp- p. 370-391 Account of foreign peas brought into

consumption in Great Britain, from 1815 to 1835, /Jpp. p. 392 Similar return for peas,

other than foreign, during the same years, ^y/). /J- 393-399-

Peel's Bill See Cash Payments Bill.

Pei/ton, Mr. B. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Concerned in the valuation of land, and has the

nianao-ement of estates in several counties, 1493-1496 The occupiers of poor soils are

in a very bad condition ; they pay rent out of capita] ; many have been ruined, 1497-

1502 ^Tlieir failures arise from their expenses and the low price of produce; sometimes

from want of skill, 1503-1507 The occupiers of good land can make a profit, 1508-

1^11 The causes of low prices of wheat are excess of cultivation and importations

from Ireland, 1512-1526 The chalk lands had more than an average crop last year,

1528-1530 The farmers of tlie South J)owns are better off than they were in 1822,

1531, 1532 Clay lands are the most expensive to cultivate, 1533, 1534 Good
land may be cultivated on the four-course system without fallow, 1535 There is very

little difference in the tradesmen's and artificers' bills, compared with the war time, 1536-

1539 Average rate of wages 10s. a week, 1540-1542.

Many tenants have thrown up their farms of late, and the value of land is depreciated,

1543-1545 There is a difficulty in getting tenants, 1546-1548 Nature of valua-

tions taken on a tenant quitting his farm in Kent, Sussex, &.C., 1549, 1550 -Although

rates have been reduced, farmers have been losing for the last 20 years, 1,551-1.556 •

The poor do not live more on potatoes than they did, but they consume more wheat,

1557 Cattle have been fed on wheat during the low prices, 1558, 1559 Rents of

cottao-es have fallen when they belong to estates, but not if the property of speculators,

1560, 1561 Large quantities of oats, beef, pork and bacon have been imported from

Ireland, as well as wheat, 1562-1566.

Pis;s. Have been sold in the London market at a loss of 15 per cent., Thurnall 2408.

See also Allotment System. Cattle.

Pilkinzton, Mr. Assistant Poor-law Commissioner.—Extracts from his report in 1833, oa
the "unequal assessment of agricultural and manufacturing property in Leicestershire,

Ei\p. 155.

Pitt, Mr. Reference to his opinion given in evidence before a secret committee, Spooner

4391. 4509; Escott 5080.

Plonsrhs. In Armagh tenants join together and have ploughs in partnership. Blacker

56 27-

poacliing. Increase of poaching in Somersetshire; extent to which poachers are aided by

beer-shops; evil consequences of the present game laws, Escott 4049-4955.

See also Game Laics.

Poor. In the southern counties the poor have been well employed for the last three or four

years by draining, v\hicl) has been done at the expense of landlords, Tnimper 3134-3137
Are dissatisfied near Windsor, Kendall 1114-1122 In Hertfordshire are well off

when employed. Sharps 3872-3875 At Chelsfield (Kent) the poor are tolerably satis-

fied, as a new turnpike-road gives employment, R''«n//g 36, 37 Many have been out

of employment, and work was found on the roads, IVaring 38-42 In some parts of

Norfolk many of the poor are out of employment and much distressed. Carter 2959-2961
• They are discontented, but are becoming reconciled to the new Poor Law, Carter

2969-

Inthe Wealdof Sussex, are generally employed, but not with profit to the farmers, ^wrfsoM

3388-3390- In York (East Riding) their condition has improved ; many have emigrated

to America, and others have employment in manufactures, Howard 2132-2138.

See also Employment. Labourers.

Poor Law (Old System). Abuses of the old Poor Law very materially contributed to the

. present distressed state of agriculture, Escott 4Q'^'J.
Poor
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Poor Law Act:
1. Generally.

2. Benejiciul Effects (hereof.

3. Injurious Effects,

4. Administration thereof.

1. Generally.

Cannot be brought into full operation wliile the present piices continue, Caylei/ 35*^5

Alterations in the Poor Law are improving the state of liie agricultural districts,

Grey 4702 The reduction of rates will not compensate the farmer for the losses he is

suffering, Comport 4293, 4294.

2. Beneffcial Effects thereof.

The Poor Law has compelled labourers to seek employment, Tzei/nam 711-713 In

Rochf'ojd Hundred (Essex) will reduce the rates, and is popular with the well-disposed

and industrious labourers, Comport 4264-4270. 4277-4287 It has the effect of giving

employment to the poor, and of making them independent. Comport ^i-ji-^^j^. 4288
In Suffolk a reduction of rates is expected, Cooper 2720-2722 Rates reduced in

the Weald of Sussex, Hudson 3400-3404 In Sussex the poor-rates will be reduced

one-third, and in some cases one-half, under the new system, without any severity to

the poor, Hudson 3493-3498.
In South Wilts the poor have suffered much, but their comforts have been increased

by the new Poor Law, Hughes 3018 In North Wilts they objected to receive their

allowance in bread, Hughes 3019, 3020 Witness's opinion as to probable working of

the new Poor Law Bill in Somersetshire; formerly felt strongly against it, but now in

favour, Escott 4925^—•—Anecdote as to the working of the new Poor Law ; its beneficial

effects in reducing rates and augmenting the amount paid by farmers for wages of labour

Escott 4976.

3. Injurious Effects.

It has reduced the rates in many places near Windsor, but has driven away the

labourers, Kendall 1173-1179 Injurious operation of the new Poor Law upon the

labouring classes in Suffolk, Lewin 1059-1063 The rates were reduced by giving

employment before the new system was introduced, Leivin 1064-1074 In Beikshire
the farmers approve of the principle of the new law, but think there is not sufficient

discrimination between good and bad characters, Allnatt 888-895 The poor will be
excited unless their treatment in some places be altered, Alliialt 896-898 Is popular
in the East Riding of Yorkshire, with the exception of the bastardy clause, which will

increase expenses, Howard 2144-2151.

4. Administration thereof

Suffolk: Steady and industrious people at BJythburgh (Suffolk) are now refused out-
door relief and forced into the workhouse. Cooper 2736-2742.

Sussex: The workhouse is offered for children when there are more than three, Hudson
3499 They are well fed and educated in the workhouse, Hudson 3505-3507—

—

Parents are generally unwilling to part with them; those in the workhouse are mostly
orphans and bastards, i?M(/son 3508-3517.

See also Poor Rates. Settlement, Law of.

Poor Law Unions. Have been used in Suffolk for many years ; the rates were generally
higher in the unincorporated hundreds. Cooper 2714-2719.

See also Poor Rates.

Poor Laws (Ireland). Doubtful expediency thereof, Cayley 4156-4161 Unless Ireland
has poor laws, the condition of the English labourer will be reduced to that of the Irish,

Spooner 4368-4374 The tendency of an Irish poor law would be to raise wages and
put the labourers in a condition to consume their own corn, .Spoower 4375-4381.

Poor Rates:
1. Amount thereof

2. Proportions borne by Manufacturers and Agriculturists.

1. Amount thereof.

The reduction of poor-rates is not a proof of more employment, as many labourers
have migrated from the poor law unions, Cayley 3589-3592 Charge per acre on land
in Kent, Waring 59 DiflMsrence in the rates since 1S23, when the prices were low,
Waring 81-84 Are 3 s. in the pound at Whitchurch in Hampshire 6rf. will be saved
by the union under the poor law, Tuynam 691-698 Amount levied in Someioetshire-
Escott 4929.

2. Proportions borne by Manufacturers and Agriculturists.

Manufacturers do not contribute their fair proportion, as their stock in trade is not
assessed, Bennett 496-499 In Glamorganshire the manufacturers are not rated in

464- f proportion
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Poor Rates:—2. Properties borne by Manufacturers and Agriculturists—continued.

proportion to their property, DovkZ 1292-1296 Unequal proportion borne by manu-
facturers in Leicestershire; case of the parish of Wigstin, Wi/son 1757-1763 In
Leicestershire the wages of manufacturers have been made up out of poor-rates, IVilson

176S: Reduced in Luton, ToJdington and Haughton Regis, Bennett, 487-490
When trade is bad in the straw-plait business the poor-rates are increased, Bennett

530-534-

See also Poor Law Act. Poor Law Unions. Taxation, 2.

Population- Calculation of the number of persons in the United Kingdom dependent upon
agriculture and upon the export trade, Cuyhi/ 3608.

Population Retttrns. In agricultural parishes none are described as agriculturists who are

not employed in the cultivation of the soil, Hickman 356-359 The column, " all other
families," includes the clergyman, the landlord and persons not engaged in trade. Rick-
man 360-362 Every kind of mechanic is classed as employed in trade, Pick/nan

363, 364 This arrangement does not show accurately the number of families

dependent upon agriculture, Ji/cAmaw 365-367 Distinction between manufacturers
and artisans and persons employed in handicraft, Rickman 373, 374 Explanation of
the uses and results of the three classes into which persons employed in agriculture are
divided, Rickman 375-377-

Portugal. Operation of the shipment of gold for Portugal, which was often returned by
the next packet, Pattison 5396.

Pork. Account of the prices of, at Smithfield and l.eadenhall Markets, from 1815 to

1835, App. p. 400 Account of the quantities of, and prices of Irish salted pork con-

tracted for, from 1813 to 1836, App. p. 401 Quantity of, brought into Great Britain

from Ireland, 1815 to 1825, App. p. 406.

Potatoes:
1. Cultivaiion thereof, whether increased or diminished.

2. Effects upon the Consumption of Wheat by Labourers.

3. Consumption of a Family estimated.

1. Cultivation thereof, whether increased or diminished.

The increased cultivation of potatoes is observed all over England ; witness does not

consider them an exhausting crop, Jacob 305-310 In Wiltshire are much grown by
farmers, Hughes 3064-3066 Their growth has decreased in the Isle of Thanet,

Cramp 762-766 Growth of, greatly increased in Somersetshire
;
people now better

satisfied with potatoes than bread. Summers 5246-5250.

2. Effects upon the Consumption of Wheat by Labourers.

In many parts of England the poor have changed their food from wheat to potatoes,

Jflcoi 269-282——Thegrowth of potatoes has increased very considerably, and dimi-

nished the consumption of wheat, Bennett 540 The increased culture of the potato

is one cause of the depreciation of wheat, Twynam 622, 623

—

—The poor in the counties

of Berks, Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex and Kent, do not live more upon potatoes

than they did, Peyton 1557 Price of bread has very much driven the poorer classes

to the consumption of potatoes, Escott 4908.

3. Consumption of a Family estimated.

Half an acre of potatoes will serve a family twice as long as half an acre of wheat,

Kendall 1185-1191 Twenty sacks are sufficient for the consumption of a labourer's

family, and for fattening pigs, Hughes 3061-3063,

See also Allotment System.

Precious Metals. Influx into Europe of the precious metals on the first discovery of

America ; its effect on prices and the coinage, Attivood 5583 Reasons why the prices

of corn may not be 60 affected by the prices of precious metals in some countries as in

others, Attwood 5587, 5588.

Presser, The. Description of the implement of husbandry so called ; its uses and advantages,

Bradley 2547.

Trices:

I. High Prices.

1. Comparative Periods of.

2. Effect of Appointment of Committees on.

3. High on account of bad Crops.

4. Effected by Currency and Corn Laws.
II. Low
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II. Low Prices.

1. Generally.

2. Caused by forced Sales of Agricultural Produce.

3. Caused by Foreign and Irish Importation.

4. Caused by the State of the Currency.

5. Caused by over Supply.

6. Effect of Low Prices on Cultivation of Land.

7. High Price of other Produce no Compensation for Low Price of Wheat.

III. Prices of Agricultural Produce which would remunerate.

I. High Prices.

1. Comparative Periods of.

The difference between the price of wheat and barley in 1832 and now is equal to

witness's whole rental, supposing an equal produce, Bennett 398—405 Prices high in

1823; variations until 1828, Leztin 925 Average from 1828 to 1831, Lkw/m 926-930.

2. Effect of Appointment of Committees on.

The appointment of Committees of both Houses has tended to improve prices, Bennett

431.432.

3. High on account of bad Crops.

Barley and oats are high, on account of bad crops, Bernard 1621-1623 There were

three wet seasons, 1828, 1829 and 1830, in consequence of which prices rose ; since 1832
there have been fine harvests of wheat, and the price has fallen more than that of barley

and oats, Hughes 3003-3005.

4. Effected by Currency and Com Laws.

Comparative effects of a corn law and a depreciated currency in raising prices, Muntz
4593-4595 Price rose as soon as measures were taken to obviate the contraction of

the circulating medium, Escott 4907 Effect of the increased circulation of money as a

cause of the rise of prices, Escott 5041 Any considerable rise in prices is generally

followed by a fall in the exchanges, and all may suffer in consequence, Paltison 5416
Prices are now generally too high; they were in a more satisiactory state last year, Fattison

5434-5439-

IT. Low Prices.

1. Generally.

The distressed state of agriculture is occasioned chiefly by the low prices, iran'wg 65-78
The complaint of low prices is general, Jacob 263-265 All agricultural produce,

except wheat, bears the same exchangeable value as it bore 40 years ago ; all articles are

cheaper, Hodgson 1950-1955 Eflect of supply and demand, and of abundance and
scarcity of money upon prices, C'oj/Zey 3623-3627 Causes of the late lo\v prices, dimi-

nished consumpUon, large crops and iraponation from Ireland, Firchild 1386-1392
How far agricultural produce might be effected by supply independent of currency,

Patlison 5o29-5537-

2. Caused by forced Sales of Agricultural Produce.

The poverty of farmers, which has compelled them to part with their wheat, has forced

down prices in Bedfordshire, Bennett 500-502 In Hampshire, Ttcynani 608-610
In Suffolk, Letcin 943-94,5 The poor farmers are obliged to bring their corn to market,
which reduces the prices, Waring 79, 80.

3. Caused by Foreign and Irish Importation.

Effects of the importation of foreign wheat in 1829, 1830 and 1831 upon the present

prices, Tiuyiiam 665-671; Lewin 983-989.

Causes importations from abroad and from Ireland, and good crops, //(/gAes 3010-3012
-Importations from Ireland, David 1245-1247; Firchild 1386-1392; Bernard 1606;

Dowling 2763 ; Lunghorne 3812-3816 ; Sandurs 3942-3946.

4. Caused by the State of the Currency.

Fall of prices since 1820 accounted for by the change from a paper to a metallic cur-

rency, Patlison .5430-5516 Fall of prices was immediately consequent on the with-
drawal of the paper money and the removal of the Bank restriction, Escott 4907
Extent to which prices were depressed by the law of 1819, Attrrood ^q,ji Reasons
why, with the present standard of value, prices cannot permanently maintain so high a
level as before tlie suspension of cash payments, Attwond ,5552.

The prices of wool, cattle, barley, oats and beans are low, as regards the farmer, by
reason of the currency, but high as regards the consumer, in consequence of scarcity

Spooner 4427-4429 The depression of prices arises from the contraction of the

currency, Lewin 964-966.

464. / 2 5. Caused
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Prices—II. Low Prices—continued.

5. Caused by over Supply.

The immense supply cause of low prices. Carter 2934 Good crops a cause of low

prices, Hughes 3010 Attributable to the great produce, Grei/ 4713 ^The present low

prices are the result of good crops, not of increased cultivation, Grei/ 4769.

6. Efiect of Low Prices on Cultivation of Land.

At the present prices land cannot be cultivated with profit in Kent, even in the valleys,

Warinc 43-47 — Land must be thrown out of cultivation, rents reduced and employ-

ment diminished, Spooiier 4344, 4345 Strong lands cannot by any system of farming

be cultivated with profit at the present prices, Bennett 385, 386 Have been progres-

sively lower ; injury to farmers of good wheat land, Nearne 1457, 1458.

7. High Price of other Produce no Compensation for low Price of Wheat.

The prices of other articles are not such as to remunerate for the low price of wheat.

Cramp 757-758 The prices of oats and barley do not compensate for the low price

of wheat, Kendall 1089-1093 No agricultural produce is depressed except wheat,

Hodgson 1868, 1869.

If the price of wheat bore a proportion to that of other agricultural produce the farmers

would not complain, Hughes 3087-3090 With average crops the price of barley and

oats would be remunerating at a rent of 1 /. an acre, Hughes 3091-3104 The farmers

complain of the price of all agricultural produce except wool, Thurnall 2337-2341

The prices of all agricultural produce are really low, but some have been artificially raised

by scarcity, Cay/ey 3620-3622 Barley and oats will not compensate for wheat; the

quantity produced has been average. Comport 4231-4233.

III. Prices of Agricultural Produce which would Remunerate.

Wheat should be 64s. a quarter and barley 40s., with the existing burthens upon land,

Bennett 496-499 Prices of wheat, oats and barley which would be remunerating,

Hudson 3412,3413 -Remunerating price of wheat, barley and oats, Sharpe 3899-3901.

See also Beef. Butter. ( 'ash Payments Bill. Cattle. Cheese. Corn. Currency.

Importations. Mutton. Pork. Sheep. Stock, real. Wheat, 2-9. JVool.

Privif Council. Committee of the Privy Council sat in 1816, for the purpose of establishing

a silver coinage; results of their labours ; fallacy of their reasonings, Attwood 5563.

Produce. Estimated value of the gross annual produce of land in England, Cayley 3616

Statement of the produce of wheat in 1834, in a whole parish in Berkshire, showing

an excess of poor-rates and labour over the value of the whole produce, AUnatt 792-

797. 805-813.

See also Cultivation.

Prussia. Cause of the great difference which has always existed in the price of corn

between Prussia and some other countries and this country, Attwood 5588.

Puttie Wars. See Montesquieu.

Q.

Quarter Sessions. See Averages.

R.

Railroads. Have relieved Bedfordshire from the pressure of surplus labour, Bennett 507-

510 Wages of men employed, Bennett 535-538 Number of persons employed on

railroads between London and Liverpool, Sundars 4040, 4041.

See also Canals and Railroads.

Remunerating Prices. See Prices, 3. Wheat, 3.

Rents .•

1. Rate per Acre.

2. Rents which should be paid at the present Prices.

3. How paid by Farmers.

4. Amount nf Reduction already made.

5. Evil Consequences offurther Reduction.

6. In Ireland.

1. Rate per Acre.

Average rent of intermediate and good lands in the southern counties, Trumper 3129-

3131 In Glamorganshire 20s. an acre, David 1348-1351 ; Bradley 2489-2490

Average rent in Kent 155. an acre, Waring ^%. 100-107 In Somersetshire, rate of

rent for arable farms, fiom 1 /. to 30s. per acre, but varies very much, Escolt 4869.

2. Rents which should be paid at the present Prices.

The number of rents which should be made by the gross produce of a farm is an

imperfect criterion of profit ; four is the general estimate, T/fwrwa// 2342, 2343 Land
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Reiils

:

—2. Rertis wliich should be paid al the present Prices—continued.

is not worth any rent at the present prices of corn, Green iir^-'ii-] In Berkshire all

land is over-rented at the present prices,yl////a/< 827, 828 A tenant cannot pay rent for
the best lands near Windsor, Kendall 1 u 0-1 1 13 Have been reduced in Canibrid'-e-
shire, in some instances, but no farms are worth any rent whatever, Thurnall 2244-2248——In East Cumberland have not been reduced to the extent they should have been,
owing to the competition for farms, Blamire .509c) Seventeen shillings an acre could
be paid in the East Riding of York, if wheat were 60s. a quarter, and other produce in
proportion, Ilouard 2225-2229.

3. How paid by Farmers.

Although rents have been reducf d, farmers have been losing for the last 20 years in
many counties, Peyton 1551-15.56 Gtamorgau'^hire : the tenants have been very
backward with their rents, and have not paid them out of profits, Bradley 2432-2435

The reduced rents cannot be paid, David 1226-1228 They are, in some cases
barely sufficient to pay the settlements on younger branches of the family, David 1229-
1231 Kent: near Bexley, can only be paid out of capital or by over-croppino-, Doiv-
ling 2746-2751 Northumberland : the arrears are about one-fourth of the rent° Lang-
hortte 3704-3708 Somersetshire: tenants cannot pay rents; notwithstanding reduc-
tions, have been paying from capital, St/wwer* 5134-5144 Staffordshire: tenants are
not able to pay their rents, which have been lowered, and many have left their fa.nns,
Firchild 1359-13*57 Yorkshire: are better paid than they ought to be, for tenants pay
them out of capital, and leave their bills unpaid, Cayley 3572, 3573 If landlords
pressed for arrears, few tenants could pay them, CayUy 3575.

4. Amount of Reduction already made.

Have been reduced, in some cases, from 400/. to looZ. a year; in others, tenants have
been paid to take a farm, Cayley 3576-3.57^ In the southern counties have been
reduced, since 1812, from 30 to 40, and in some cases 50 per cent., Trumper 3193, 3104

Prices at which rents have been settled, Trumper 3195, 3196 If prices remain
the same, a further reduction of 15 per cent, will be necessary, Trumper 3200-3202.
3219,3220 Some of the poorest clay lands require a reduction of 100 per cent.,
7>«???/>er 3207-3212 Have been reduced from 10 to 20 per cent, since 1822, JSearn'e

1459-1467,
Bedfordshire: have been generally reduced, J5«/He« 393-397. But farmers cannot

meet their engagements, Bennett 418-422 Devonshire: witness's rents have been
reduced 40 per cent., Bernard 1641-1645 Making allowances for improvements the
rental is much the same as before the war, Bernard 1659-1663 Dorsetshire : have not
been much reduced, Taylor 3272-3276 Glamorganshire: have been reduced from
10 to 25 per cent., David 1223-1225; Bradley 2489, 2490.

Greenwich Hospital: rental amounts to 30,000/. per annum, Grey 4633 Farms
varj'ing from 500Z. to 1,300/. per annum, Giey 4636 Reductions which have taken
place in the rent of the farms. Grey 4646-4648 Hampshire : Twynam 562-573.

Leicestershire : have been reduced from 10 to 15 per cent., and the farmers still com-
plain, Wilson 1742-1752.

Somersetshire : extent of reduction in rent which has taken place generally in Somer-
setshire, as compared with dear times ; on witness's property to the extent of 50 per cent.
Escott 4870 Suffolk: have been reduced from 20 to 40 per cent, in the last 15 years'
.Lwi« 946-949 Are not higher than they were in 1793, Lewin 950,951 ^From'
12 to 18 per cent.. Cooper 2643-2649 Are higher than they were in 1793; they are
too high, as tenants hope to gain the profits of unexhausted improvements. Cooper 2728,
•2729 Rents ought to be higher than at that period, as landlords have expend*ed
capital, improved drainage, fencing, Sec, Cooper 2730-2735 Sussex: have been
reduced, in many instances more than half, since 1814. in the Weald, Hudson 3449-3452

On the down farms one-third, Hudson 3455 South Wilts: from 10 to 25 per
cent., Hughes 3049, 3050-

—

JEast Riding of Yorkshire: in some estates rents have been
reduced 30 per cent, and improvements made by landlords, making the whole equivalent
to a reduction of 45 per cent., Howard 2072-2074.

5. Evil Consequences offurther Reduction.

Further reductions of rent will diminish the means of the landlord to make improve-
ments, and increase the poor rates, Taylor 3368, 3369 Evil efl'ects of any attempt to
relievo agriculturists by a further reduction of rents on small and moderate landholders
Escolt 5028. '

6. In Ireland.

Have not fallen in lieland, Sandars 3976, 3977 Are as high as in England; the
landlord has a large proportion of the produce, Sandars 3963-3982 In many instances
higher for the same quality of land, /^/acfcer 5635-5637 Rents in Armagh higher than
in other parts of Ireland, Blacker 5628.

See also Capital. Clay Lands. Cottage Rents. Farmers. Holderness Country.

•i^-i- J 3 Rick-bur/pin<r'
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Jlick-buriiing. See Fires.

Rickman, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Prepared a table of the population, divided

into the agricultural and manufacturing classes, 3,53 It was collected from the answers

of overseers, 354, 355 In agricultural parishes none are described as agriculturists

who are not employed in the cultivation of the soil, 356-359 The column, " all other

families," includes the clergyman, the landlord, and persons not engaged in trade

360-362 Every kind of mechanic is classed as employed in trade, 363, 364 ^This

arrangement does not show accurately the number of families depfudent upon agriculture,

365-367 Although the per centage of agricultural families appears to have decreased

since 181 1, it arises only from a difierent mode of conducting the inquiry, 368, 369
Tables and calculations to ascertain the real proportion of agriculturists to other classes,

370-372 Distinction between manufacturers and artisans, or persons employed in

handicraft, 373, 374 Explanation of the uses and results of the three classes into

which persons employed in agriculture are divided ; calculation of the number of males

engaged in the cultivation of land, 375-377.

Ruchford Hundred (Essex). Number of acres of land in the landlords' hands whf)se

tenantry have thrown up farms or failed, Comport 4213 The poor are well employed
;

the land in a good state of cultivation ; rents moderate and tenants prudent and skilful.

Comport 4214-4226 It is considered the garden of Essex, Comport 4252
Produce of 90 acres of land in 1833, 1834 and 1835 upon the six-course system, Cont-

port 4234, 4235.

Rot. See Sheep. Wool.

Russia. Extract from Dr. Pinkerton's work, showing the state of Russian serfs, in reference

to the cheapness of foreign labour, Sandars 4096.

Rye. Quantities imported into His Majesty's colonies from different parts in each of the

years from 1815 to 1835 inclusive, App.p. 366, 367 Average prices of, in the market
at Mark-lane, from 1815 to 1835, both inclusive, Jpp.p. 370-391 Account of foreign

oats brought into consumption in Great Britain from 1815 to 1835,21^^.^.392
Similar return of rye other than foreign during the same years, App. p. 393-399.

S.

St. Etienne. Cutlery is manufactured there, Miintz 4608.

Sandars, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Corn-merchant at Liverpool, 3931, 3932
The importation of Irish wheat has not increased during the last two years, 3933-

gggj^ The quantity grown has increased ; imports at several periods since 1808,

3937-3941 —These importations have had great effect in depressing prices, 3942-
3946 Quantities of cattle, sheep, pigs, &c., imported into Liverpool from 1829 to

1835 inclusive, 3947-3950 The annual value of Irish agricultural produce imported

into Liverpool is about 8,000,000 Z., 3951-39.54 The price of labour in Ireland is half

that paid in Enghind, and their taxes are lighter, 3955-3962 -Rents are as high as

in Entrland ; the landlord has a larger proportion of the produce, as taxes and labour do

not diminish it, 3963-3967 Relative prices of Irish and English wheat; expense of

transport; difference in quality, 3968-3974 The Irish are improving their cultivation,

3975 Rents have not fallen in Ireland, 3976, 3977.
The greater quantity of corn consumed at Liverpool is Irish, 3978-3981 The con-

dition of the agricultural population of Ireland has improved generally within the last

20 years ; in England they are poorer, 3982-3990 There has been extensive emigra-

tion from Ireland ; many Protestants have left the country, 3991, 3992 The appear-

ance of the Irish labourers who come to this country is improved, 3993-3996
Ireland could not supply the whole of England with corn, but can depress prices very

much, 3997-4001- Wages will not rise with prosperity as the population wdl increase

too rapidly, 4002, 4003 Ireland can grow corn as cheap as France and Holland.

4004-4006—^—She can undersell the English grower in the market, 4007-4010^

The quantity grown in Ireland is not indicated by the exports, as during the low prices

much has been used by distillers, 4011 The late prices have not remunerated the

Irish grower, as corn is not yet produced so cheaply as it might be, and rent is high,

4012-4015.
The farmer was in ereat distress in 1833; wheat is the only article which is lower

now, 401G-4018 There were abundant crops of spring corn in 1835, except in some
parts of Scotland, 4019-4024 The loss of sheep by rot in 1831 and 1832 obliged

the farmer to grow more wheat, which has caused over-production, 4025-4028 Less

wheat has been sown this year, which will raise prices ; Irish wheat will no longer be

used for distillation, but will be exported, 4029-4035 And oais used instead, 4036,

4037 Much laud will be laid down in grass, and the labourers must seek employ-

ment in the manufacturing districts, 403H, 4039 The railroads give work to great

numbers, 4040, 4041——If corn were warehoused abroad, speculation would not be

restrained ; warehousing would be chcapc, 4042-4047 Men speculate in foreign

corn
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corn because it is clieaper, and they take the chance of the duty, 4048-4054
Lowest ])rices at whicii foreign corn has been imported into Liverpool ; freight from the

^ Baltic, 40,5.5, 4056.
The Cash Payments Bill of 1819 had very little effect in reducing prices, 4057-4060

Corn fell in i82'2, inconsequence of the extraordinary crops of i8'^o and 1821, 4061,

4062 It rose again at the end of 1823, as an increased issue by the Bank and a

continuance of one-pound notes encouraged speculation, 4063-4066 There are no

external signs of the distress of firmers, 4067 Peel's Bill had an effect in depressing

prices, 4068-4070 It has not yet had its full effect upon landowners whose estates

are charged with payments, 4071, 4072 Estimated loss to the agricultural interest

in the drought of 1826, and in the rot in the sheep in 1831 and 1832, 4073, 4074
If the currency were much extended there would soon be a panic, unless the

standard were changed, 4075-4079 The adopiion of a silver standard would raise

prices 10 percent., and enable debtors to pay 18s. in the pound, 4080-4083 Effect

of an extension of the currency and of Irish impoitations upon the cultivators of bad

land, 4084-40H6 Quantity of Canadian corn imjiorted ; much American corn cannot

be brought through Canada, as the price is generally higher than in Europe, 4087-

4092—— It is quite impossible for foreign flour to come through Ireland as Irish flour,

4093 Causes of wheat being grown cheaper on the Continent than in England
;

extract from Dr. Pinkerton's Past and Present State of Russia, 4094-4096.

Savings Banks. Have withdrawn money from circulation and placed it in the funds, David

1277, 1278.

Say, Mr. His opinion concerning the restoration of the gold standard in 1819, Cayhy

3654-

Scoreby Estate (York, East Riding). Belongs to Mr. Wood ; much land has been laid

down in grass, on account of the cultivation of corn being unprofitable, Hoivard 2062-

2071 The tenants cannot pay their rent; every one has given notice to quit, Howard
2075-2079 IS ature of the soil, /iou'arfi 2121-2126 They undertook their farms

with sufficient capital, Howard 2154-2158.

Scotch Notes. Increase the general circulation and do good to the public, Langhnrne

3712-3728 Scotch notes come over the border, but are immediately sent back again.

Grey 4717 Pressure less where Scotch notes are in circulation, and where the Scotch

system of banking pievails, Grey 4724.

Scotch Tenantry. Are better off than English, from their production of wool. Grey 4724.

Scourging of Land. See Over-cropping.

Sei^norage. Laws prior to 1819 regulating coin, by preventing the melting and exportatiort

of coin, acted as a seignorage to the extent of two per cent., Attuood 5553, 5554.

Settlement, Law of. The alteration in the law of settlement has been very beneficial,

Twynam 731-737-

Settlements on Estates. Burthens imposed on witness's estate during the high prices, Bernard

1652-1654——Recommendation to landowners to use greater caution than is now observed

in placing fixed charges or annuities on their estates, Escott 5053.
See also Landowners. Rents.

Sharpe, Abel. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Lives at INIaidencroft, Hertfordshire, a farmer,

and steward to Air. D. Ratcliff, 3855-3859 The farmers are in great distress, par-

ticularly those on inferior lands, 3860-3863 Some prudent men have given up their

farms, 3864-3869 Rents are paid out of capital, 3870, 3871 Rate of wages; the

poor when employed are well oft', 3872-3875 The corn laws encourage speculation in

foreign corn, 3876-3878 The mininum duty should be raised to 8s., to be paid on

entering the ports, 3879, 3880 British corn would then be wareiioused in abundant

seasons and distributed over seasons of scarcity, 3881-3885 Importers and specu-

lators endeavour to force up the market, and then take their foreign corn out of bond at a

nominal duty, 3886, 3887 When wheat is high the foreign grower could afford to pay

8 s.' duty, which would be paid by the consumer in the form of price, if there were no
duty. 3888-3898.

Remunerating prices of wheat, barley and oats, 3899-3901 The repeal of tlie malt-

tax would enable the farmers to supply their labourers with beer and their cattle with

inferior barley malted; the beer-shops are demoralizing, 3902-3910 It is the general

opinion that there have been fraudulent importations of foreign corn, 3911 Impor-
tations from Ireland, together with the presence of foreign corn in bond, depress prices,

3912-3915——Maltsters do not trade with the capital of duty; there is not much com-
petition in the trade, 3916, 3917.
Ihe consumption of barley has not increased in proportion to the population, 3918,

3919 -Barley is less grown in some counties than in others, but there are none iu

whicli more could not be grown, 39.0-3923 Chevalier barley is not so much used as

464. ' /4 It
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it was, 3924, 39-25 Much wheat has been used in feeding cattle, which would liave

been warehoused if speculation had been directed to English corn, 3926-3928 When
there is a want of capital the cultivation of farms has deteriorated, 39'29, 3930.

Shaw, Sir John. Particulars respecting a lease of Crown lands held of, near EUham, Green

176-184. 210-215.

Sheep. Estimated loss to the agricultural interest by the rot in sheep in 1831 and 1832,

Sandars 4073 In Berkshire there has been rot, AUiiatt 816, 817 The price of store

sheep declined 30 or 40 per cent, from March 1835 to March 1836, TAi/rwo// 2338-2340
Value of sheep and lambs, including contingencies, T'hurnnll 2409-2421.

In buying; them as lambs, 1 /. a head profit should be made on the two years, inde-

pendent of the wool, Green 199-201 Proportion of sheep loan acre of land, in Kent;
several have been sold when the sale was not profitable, for want of food, and because

their owners wanted money, TFar/wg 120-127 ^^ Dorsetshire have been selling well

until this year, Taylor 3349-3353 The price is not satisfactory, as the turnip crops

failed. To v/or 3361-3363 The price of sheep-stock was very bad last year in Sussex,

Hudson 34'44-3446.

Advantages of keeping sheep for farming, Waring 88-90 The efTect of ploughing

less land will be the necessity of using more artificial food for sheep in winter. Waring
140-141.

See also Cattle.

Sheep Farmers. Axe not in a bad condition in East Riding of Yorkshire, as the price of

wool and mutton has been good, Howard 2211-2215. 223C-2234 Many farms where

large flocks are kept lately let at high rents, in consequence of the high price of wool,

Gret/ 4684 Sheep farms generally in mountainous districts not more than a sheep to

an acre ; on the Clieviot Hills much less, Grei/ 4687.

See also Stock Farms.

Sherborne, BIr. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A farmer, near Hounslow ; number of acres in

his occupati(m, rent, Sec, 4774-4779 Produce per acre, 4780-4784 The state of

the farms near Hounslow is not flourishing,' but they are well cultivated, and there are

not more changes amongst the tenantry than usual, 4785-4789 ——Rent and quality of

a farm held by witness at Harmondsworth, 4790-4797 The produce per acre, 4798-
^800 Uxbridge, the market is not so good as it was, 4801, 4802 Manure pro-

cured from London
;
produce sent there, 4803-4806 Rate of wages, 4808 Amount

of poor rates; they have been reduced lately, 4809-4813.
Witness has calculated the amount of produce in paying hisrent, 4814-4816- Wheat

should be 7 s. 6 d. a bushel to pay a fair rent and profit to the farmer, 4817-4822

Cost of m.anure per acre, 4823, 4824 Cultivation of Hounslow Heath, 4825-4827
Sheep are bought in the west of England, and fattened for the London market, 4828-4831

Two-thirds of the land are in corn every year, which is the best mode of farming,

both for the land and the farmer, when there is plenty of manure, 4831-4835 Manner
in which manure is procured from London ; cost of each load, 4836-4840. 4844 There

is the usual quantity of wheat in the farmers' stack yards, 4841,4842 And the usual

quantity has been sown, 4^43 The farmers complain of no particular burthen, but

the repeal of the malt-tax would be a relief, 4845. 4846 They complain of low prices;

but there is no difficulty in obtaining tenants, 4847-4849.

Shoes. Are not cheaper, but are better made than formerly, Escott 4903.

Shopkeepers. Do not supply farmers more cheaply, although they receive their goods from

the manufacturers at 50 per cent, less than they did, Mttntz 4563 Suffer from agricul-

tural distress ; many who were anxious for the repeal of the corn laws are now desirous

of sustaining the price of corn. Cablet/ 3574 Many have been bankrupt; they all

complain of the want of the farmers' custom, Caylei/ 3587, 3588 In Cambridgeshire

are getting into a deplorable state; the farmers do not buy so much as they did, and do

not pay their debts, T/ixr^a/Z 2398-2407.

Silver. See Bullion.

Silver Coinage. Evidence as to the Act of Parliament tor the new silver coinage in 1816,

P«f//iOH 5306-5314 Government holds the silver coinage in its own hands, Pattison

5404.

See also Privi/ Council.

Silver Standard. The adoption of silver, as an optional standard, proposed, Cai/ley 3670
This, in conjunction with the issue of one-pound notes by country bankers, would

raise prices 20 per cent., Cuyley 3671 The landowner would gain in all his fixed pay-

ments ; manufacturers and labourers would not have to pay a price for articles corres-

j)()nding with their receipts, Cayley 3672 Reasons why it would not be unjust to

fixed annuitants, Cayley 3674 Its advantages, Cayley 4125-4128 Being tiie

stnnckud
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Silver Standard—continued.

standard of other countries, is more accessible in panics, Cayley 4142-4144 Would
raise prices 10 per cent., and enable debtors to iiay 18 s. in the pound. Sandars ^0^0-
4083 Would cause a rise in prices of six per cent., Atlwood 5548.

Silver is less liable to fluctuation than gold, Spootier 4450, 4451 Silver should be
the onl)! sl;ni(lard, but payments might be made in gold, Mur>t2 4539-4.543 If Par-
liament think fit that wheat should be Ss. a bushel, the silver standard should be 8s. an
ounce, and the corn laws would be virtually repealed, ./Ifw/j^z 4616-4625.

Imperative on the Legislature to return to a silver standard of 5s. 2 d., with a
proportionate seignorage to the amount coin was depreciated in value by the old pro-

hibitory laws, Attivood 5592 Restoration of a silver standard and a seignorage

would be a compromise between conflicting interests, between debtor and creditor,

Attzcood 5559.

Sinking Fund. The reduction of taxes, instead of keeping up the sinking fund, has been
a great evil, Escotl 5081, 5082 The national debt might have been reduced one-third,

Escott 5083, 5084.

Smithfield Market. See Beef. Butter. Cheese. Mutton. Pork. Veal.

Soap Duty. Doubts as to the expediency of repealing the duty, Spooner 4507, 4508.

South Downs. The farmers are better off than they were in 1822, Pei/ton'is^i, 1532.

Sjyade Labour. A great deal of husbandry on farms in Armagh conducted by spade-labour
Blacker 5626.

Speculation:
1. Generally.

2. In Corn.

1. Generally.

Improvident speculation is the result of a defective currency, which accumulates
capital, Spooner 4438-4440 -When prices are low there is always capital for specu-
lation, Leiiin 1024-1027.

2. In Corn.

There is not much disposition to speculate in English corn, Jacob 252-255 Specu-
lation in foreign corn is injurious to the farmer, Jacob 256, 257 There has not been
niuch disposition to speculate in corn until lately (February), Twynam 614-621 The
withdrawal of paper money restrained it, Twynam 631-633 The prospect of a dimi-
nished supply of wheat has encouraged speculation, Hodgson 1989-1991.

See also Canals and Railroads. Corn Lazes.

Spooner, Richard. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Advantages to the farmer in malting
his own grain as food for cattle, 4295-4301 The duty on malt should be transferred

to beer brewed for sale by retail, 4303-4310 A suflicient duty might be raised upon
cotton, hemp, flax and tallow, to supply the deficiency to the revenue, 4311-4322
Towns dependent upon the supply of the agriculturists suffer much from their distress,

4323-4328 Birmingham felt this too, but its foreign trade has increased, 4329, 4330
Permission should be granted to retail beer, to be consumed off the premises, duty-

free, and licenses should be given only to persons paying a certain amount of taxes,

4330-4331-
Witness farms land of the first quality, near Worcester, which is very unprofitable,

4332—4337 -The farmers are generally insolvent, except on the best lands, which are

only one fourth of the country, 4338-4343—'—Much land must be thrown out of cultiva-

tion, rents reduced, and employment diminished, 4344, 4345- The currency is the chief

moving cause of distress, 4346, 4347 Accommodation is not extended to farmers as it

was formerly, 4348-4350 The labourers are better paid than they were during the
high prices; in Glamorganshire the farmer has to pay high wages, while his produce is

depreciated by Irish exports, 4350-4355 This applies only to those districts within
the influence of manufacturing wages; in some counties wages are very low, 4356-4358

The price of cotton goods is much reduced, but the woollen clothes once worn by
the labouring classes were the product of this country, and their own manufacture,

4359-4364-
Imports from Ireland have been diminished since prices were low, but will increase

directly prices improve again, 4365-4367 Unless Ireland has poor laws, the condition

of the English labourer will be reduced to that of the Irish, 4368-4374 The tendency
of Irish poor laws would be to raise wages, and put the labourers in a condition to

consume their own corn, 4375-4381 There is no method of equalizing the local

burthens upon manufucturing and agricultural property but a national assessment, 4382-
4385 An alteration in the warehousing system would not restrain speculHtion in

foreign corn; it would be warehoused abroad, employing foreign labour, 4386-4389.
464. g [Second



50 AGRICULTURE. [agricultural

Report, 1837

—

coiitinued.

Spooner, Richard. (Analysis of bis Evidence)

—

continued.

[Second Examination.]—The main cause of low prices is our present monetary system,

4390 History of the standard of this country ; a return to the mixed gold and silver

standard of 1797 would be an advantage to the public debtor of 15 per cent., 4391-4399
The export of coin could not be prevented, but might be restrained by prohibition,

4400 There has been an increased import of gold (INIarch), which has raised prices;

when prices rise enough to make gold the most profitable export we shall lose it again,

4401 Bad harvests would render an import of corn necessary, which must be paid

for in gold, and still further diminish the circulating medium ; dangerous consequences
of such an event, 4401-4403.

In adopting silver as the standard it should be 5s. Qd. an ounce, which would raise

prices 15 per cent., 4404-4406 This would be a bounty on the export of manufactures

and the import of silver, 4407-4409 A larger issue of paper might also safely be made
upon this more extended standard, 4410-4413 An increased price of agricultural

produce would not affect the export of manufactures, for the returns would be measured
by the same standard as the exports, 4414 ^The goods would be sold abroad as

cheaply as before ; their value would remain the same, the nominal price only in this

country would be changed, 4415-4417 Departures which have been made from the
Cash Payments Bill of 1819, 4418 Reasons why the joint-stock banks give assistance

to the manufacturing and not to the agricultural interest, 4419 The present advance
of price in manufactures arises from the increased issues of tiie Bank and of joint-

stock banks ; it will not be permanent, 4420-4423.
The prices of wool, cattle, bailey, oats and beans are high only on account of scarcity;

the causes of scarcity enumerated, 4424-4426 All these articles are low, as regards

the farmer, by reason of the currency, but high as regards the consumer, in consequence
of scarcity, 4427-4429 The farmer cannot avail himself of a rise in price, as the diflB-

culties of former years have obliged him to sell his produce, 4430 -4432 The operation

of the currency is universal ; the increased price of manufactures is caused by increased

issues, and agricultural produce is also rising, 4433-4437 Improvident speculation is

the result of our defective currency, which accumulates capital and withdraws ii from the

wholesome circulation of the country, 4438-4440.
Justice requires the adoption of the standard of 1797, as that of 1719 never existed

before, 4441, 444- The difference of 1,5 percent, between the two standards calcu-

lated; present price of silver; legality of exporting coin, 4443—4449 i?ilver is less

liable to fluctuation, 4450, 4451——Gold was not the practical standard previous to 1797,
4452-4454 At 5s. id. an ounce silver would be taken largely to the Bank to be
coined, 4455, 4456— •—A large portion of the circulation should consist of national

irredeemable paper, 4457-4461 It should be compulsory to receive it, 4462-4464
It would be liable to depreciation as compared with gold, but should still be a legal tender,

4465-4467 Tiie danger of founding so large a circulation as our own upon 7,000,000/.

of gold, which may be suddenly withdrawn, renders irredeemable paper necessary, 4468—
4470 The Bank has been placed under circumstances which rendered sound discretion,

in regulating their issues impossible ; if there were an irredeemable paper they might
act with judgment, 4471, 4472.

This national paper should be regulated by the amount of dividends ; the foreign fund-

holder must receive it, 4473-4475 It should be issued by Government and not by the

Bank, 4476 Government is responsible to Parliament, and more to be depended upon,

4477 There are not many foreigners possessing money in our funds, as the rate of
interest is lower than abroad, 4478-4481 The payment of the dividends of foreigners

in paper would not affect the credit of the country, but would avert those shocks to which
it is liable, 4482-4484 Depreciation is in itself bad, but that has been effected, and
we are suffering from the attempt to revert to a higher standard, 4485-4487 Another
depreciation is a matter of justice to the. debtor and safety to the creditor, 4488 ^The

low rate of interest in this country has a tendency to make other countries trade with our
capital ; this is not done by the United States of America, nor so much by other countries

as formerly, 4489-4494—-—A depreciation of the currency would enable the fort-igner to

pay us less, but would stimulate exports, 4495,4496.
The manufacturing class have been in great prosperity for two years, and particularly

for the last six months, while the agriculturists have been in distress, 4497-4503 Joint-

stock banks operate directly upon the former, and indirectly only upon the latter, who
require long credit and cannot give negociable securities, 4504-4506

—

-—A duty on foreign

tallow would be very beneficial to agriculture ; doubts as to the expediency of repealing

the duty on soap, 4507, 4508 A commutation of tithe, which would relieve the farmer
from additional charges on improvements, would be valuable, 4509-451 1 Objections
to certain parts of the Tithe Bill, 4512-4514——If practicable, poor and county rates

should be paid out of the Exchequer, 4515-4517 The coin laws impose upon the
landed interest the odium of a monopoly without affording them any protection, 4518-
The land tax is very unequal; lands on which towns have been buiit pay no more than
they did before, 4519.

Spring, Wheal. Examination as to the comparative productiveness of spring and autumn
whesit, Hodgson 1957-1963.

See also Wheat, 4.

Slftlljm'iiig
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Stall-feeding. Stall-feeding the cattle has beea much introduced, and with good effect, into

the north of Ireland, Blacker 5620.

Standard. Was fixed in 43 Eliz., iCoi, and continued immutable to 181G, Attwood ^fj^^
Adjustment of the value of metals, which took place in the reii;n of James, was

adopted by the advice of Lord Coke and Lord Bacon, Attwood 5575 Unwise in this

country to make any alteration in the standard, Pattifton 5360 Present currency
mixed; metallic and (japer; latter convertible on demand into the former, which renders

the currency as nearly metallio as could well be devised, Pattison 5469, 5542 Banks
are not restricted to gold only ; silver is not the standard by law, but has an influence

upon the exchanges when sold as bullion, and answere almost every purpose of a second

metal, Pattison 5494.

See also Cask Payments Hill. Currency. Gold Standard. Joint Standard. Silver

Standard.

Stock :

1. Prices thereof, and by what Circumstances influenced.

2. How far profitable to the Farmer.

3. Papers laid before the Committee,

1. Prices thereof, and by wkat Circumstances influenced.

The price of stock remains the same as in 1831, i?e?iwe<< 476-479 Prices of lean

and fat stock for the last few years, Wilson 1712-1719 The prices of lean stock are

lower than they were som^ years since, Wilson 1 782-1786 Has lately been selling very

well. Grey 4680-4682 ^The price is good, by reason of the demand occasioned by the

prosperity of the manufacturers, Twynam ^S6-[,gi——There is an improvement in the

quality of stock, but not equal to the expenses, David 1258-1262.

Although the price is good, the turnip crop failed, and artificial food must be used,

Dowling 2814-2820 The bjieeding of cattle would have been more profitable if the

turnips had not failed, Dowling 2899, 2900 Price of stock has lately been much higher,

caused by the total loss of turnips, except Swedes, Escott 5038 Price low in Glamor-
ganshire ; much imported into Bristol from \\e\sind, Bradley 2509-2513.

2. How far profitable to the Farmer.

The profit on stock has not made up for the loss on corn, Taylor 3269-3271 ; Hudson
3381-3383 The profit on stock is not sufficient, when brought into the general account

to save the farmer from loss, Allnatt 803, 804.

3. Papers laid before the Committee,

Return to an order of The House for an account of the number of stock (distinguishing

the various kinds), and of the amount of butter, beef, pork, bacon and hams brought

into Great Britain from Ireland, from 1826 to 1835, both years inclusive, App. p. -^Q;},

Account of the number of stock (distinguishing the various kinds), and of the amount
of butter, beef, pork, bacon and hams brought into Great Britain from Ireland, from 1815

to 1825, App. p. 406.

See also Cattle. Sheep.

Stock Farms. Cattle farmers in Glamorganshire are not suffering so much as corn farmers
;

sheep farms require less labour, David 1209-1213 Employ less labourers than arable

farms, Twynam 592, 593 Present price of stock an encouragement to throw land into

pasture ; a great number of labourers will be thrown out of employ by that step, Escott

^039 Amount of capital for purchasing the live and dead stock employed on a farm of

100 acres of good land, taking the stock at a valuation, Summers, p. 322.

See also Sheep Farmers.

Strong Lands. See Clay Lands.

Styleman, Mr. Some land at Hunstanton belonging to him made a profit from Michaelmas

1822 to Michaelmas 1825, but has since occasioned an annual loss, Car/er 2934-2939
Statement of the annual losses since Michaelmas 1830, Carter 2940-2946 The

farm was equally well managed at both periods ; causes of the different results. Carter

2947-

Suffolk Machine. See Drilling,

Summers, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Land surveyor, residing at Ilton, Somer-

setshire, 5128 All his life acquainted with agriculture, 5132 Agricultural interest at

present in a very depressed state, 5133 Generally speaking, tenants cannot pay rent,

5134 Although more moderate than they have been, 5137 Farmers have been

paying their rents out of their capital, 5144 First cause of distress was the withdraw-

ing one-pound notes and the diminution of the circulating medium, 5146 Although

prices have varied since 1822, tenantry have never been relieved from the depression of

that period, 5157 Labourers well employed, 5163 Farmers would be much relieved,

and the market for labour added to, if the growth of flax was encouraged, 5166-5170

Statement of the expense of cultivation of an an acre of flax, $175 Statement of the

464. g 2 expense
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expense of cultivation of an acre of arable land, on the four-course system, and the profit

or loss thereon, 5198 Amount of capital for purchasing the live and dead stock

employed on a farm of 1 00 acres of good land, taking the live and dead stock at a valua-

tion, |>. 322 Produce of 100 acresof the average of the best land in the vale ofTaunton,

p. 322 Effect of the introduction of Irish produce at Bristol on prices of agricultural

produce, 5213-5227.
It would be a great advantage to farmers if an additional duty were imposed on tallow,

5236 Fanners can get nothing, exceyjt clothing, at a cheaper rate than formerly, 5241-
5243 Cultivation of wheat much lessened, 5245 Accounted for by the greatly

increased growth of potatoes, 5246 People better satisfied with potatoes than bread,

5247-5251 Little more than half the wheat consumed by labourers, as compared with

former times, 5257,5258 Increased consumption of pease, 5260 Allotment system
has contributed very much to the increased growth of potatoes, 5284 Bad effect of

beer-shops, which have contributed very much to demoralize the poor, 5283 Might be

decreased in number by taking off the duty on malt, 5290 Consumption of barley

greatly increased since the establishment of beer-shops, 5291 Cultivation of flax would
be considerably increased if the importation were prevented, 5297—5302.

Sussex. Produce per acre of wheat, barley, oats and beans, in the Weald and in the Down
country, /f««feo7i 3407-341 1 The Weald farmers are more distressed than those on
the hills, Hudson 3440-3443 But the Down farmers are not making a profit, Hudson
3456-3458.

See also Capital. Farmers, Rents.

Sutton Estate (York, East Riding). Belongs to Colonel Hare. The produce has been
diminishing for some years, Howard 2059-2061 The rents have been reduced 50 per

cent., and tenants have paid them by over-cropping, Howard 2080-2085 The estate is

not in so good a condition as it was, so the landlord has, in fact, been paying his own rent,

Howard 2086-2088 Successive reductions of rent since 1816, Howard 2110—2120
Average produce per acre ; nature of the land, and how cultivated, Howard 2094—

2102 Much pasture has been ploughed up and cropped, ifowarrf 2 103-2 109.

Swansea. Comparison of the prices of com at Swansea and Mark-lane ; incorrectness of the

averages, Brac/Ze^ 2491-2500.

See also Averages.

Tallow :

1. Duty on Foreign Tallow.

2. Low Prices of British Tallow.

1. Duty on Foreign Tallow.

Duty on foreign tallow would be very beneficial, Spooner 4507, 4508 Advantageous
to farmers that an additional duty should be imposed on tallow. Summers 5236 A
higher duty on foreign tallow would increase the price of our own produce, and would not

diminish the price of meat, Trumper 3232-3235 Price of tallow in 1S12 and at the

present time, Trumper 3238-3243 Quantity of foreign tallow consumed in the United
Kingdom in each year, 1833 to 1835, p. 59.

2 Low Prices of British Tallow.

Calculations of losses to the graziers upon sheep and bullocks, on account of the low
prices of tallow, Wilson 1838 Time at which the fat was equal in value to the meat,
Wilson 1839 The low price prevents the grazier from getting the same price for his

cattle, Wils07i 1677-1679-——It arises from the importations from Russia ; amount thereof

from 1828 to 1835, T'FiZso« 1680-1693 Prices since 1830; cattle have been less fat,

Wilson 1726-1741 The low price of tallow raises the price of meat, Green 202-206.

See also Graziers. Hides. Malt Tax, III.

Tatikercille, Earl of. See Wages,

Taxation :

1. National.

2. Local.

1. National.

Has only been reduced nominally, and there are less means of paying it, Cayley 4122,
4123 The burthen is greater than during the war, il/u/j/r 4564 The taxes which
press most heavily are tfiose on bread, malt, tea, and other necessaries of life, Muntz
4-565, 4566.

2. Local.

A national assessment is the only method of equalizing the local burthens upon agricul-
tural and manufacturing property, Spooner 4382-43S5 The poor and county rate

should.
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Taxation

:

—2. Local—continued,

should, it' practicable, be paid out of the Excliequer, 5/)oo«fr 4515-4517 The manu-
facturers do not contribute their just proportion of poor-rates, county-rates, road-rates or

land-tax, Z)«!;«Z 1-297-1300 The population has increased, and they employ more men
and capital, Dnvid 1301-1303 Charge per acre on land in Kent for poor-rates, high-
way-rates and land-tax. Waring 59-64 Paper on the unequal assessment of manufac-
turing and agricultural property in Leicestershire, p. 1 54 In Worcestershire county rates

are charged as highly on property in towns as in the coxinivy, Firc/ii/d 1423-1425.

See also Ireland. Leicestershire. Malt Tax. Poor Rales.

Tai/lor, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A large farmer at Littlebury, in Dorsetshire,

3253-3258 There has been less distress in Dorsetshire than in any other coimty
;

the poor-rates are not heavy, and the labourers have cottages and poUito ground pro-
vided for them, 3259-3263 There is a loss on the cultivation of corn ; on the four-

course system the other crops do not compensate for the loss, 3264-3268 Nor does
the price of stock, 3269-3271 Rents have not been reduced to any amount, 3272-3276

The present wages cannot be continued unless the price of wheat rises, and labom-crs
cannot live upon less, 3277-3283 The system of giving them apiece of land in afield,

and manuring it for them, is preferable to the allotment system, 3284-3287.

Average rent, tithes, wages, rates and taxes, and all other outgoings for each year for

four years, of an acre of land, and the value of the produce, 3289 Explanations of this

statement, 3290-3298 There is a loss upon all agricultural produce except wool, 3299-
3302 Butter from Ireland and Holland has depressed the price of English butter, 3303-
3306 System on which the farmers let cows to dairymen ; rate of hire, disposal of the
calves, &c., 3307-3324 All agricultural produce comes from Ireland, to the injury of
the farmers, 3325-3326 The quantity of corn land has not been increased lately, 3327,
3328 The farmers are in a good state ; they are men of opulence, and have large farms
with much down land, 3329-3332 Average rent; the down lands are superior to those
in Wiltshire or Hampshire, 3333-3336 They will feed cows, but the situation is too
high for corn; the last four seasons have been productive, 3337-3341.

Number of sheep and cows kept by witness, 3342-3348- The sheep stock have been
selling well until this year; wool is at a great price, 3349-3354 Barley has been 26 s.,

3355, 3356 This has been a bad year ; witness would not feel satisfied that he could
pay his rent at the present prices, 3357-3360 The price of sheep is not satisfactory,

as the turnips failed, 3361-3363 Highest price at which cows have been let to dairy-
men, 3364, 3365 The repeal of the malt-tax would be a benefit to the landlord, the
tenant and the public, 3366, 3367 Rents have been reduced one-third within the

last few years; further reduction will diminish the means of the landlord to make improve-
ments and will increase the poor-rates, 3368, 3369.

Thuuet, Isle of. See Isle of Thanet.

Thurnnll, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Occupier of land and chairman of the Agri-
cultural Association of Cambridge, 2238-2240 The farmers are in a most deplorable
state, not from imprudence, but from the state of the times, 2241-2243- Rents have
been reduced in some instances, but no farm in witness's neighbourhood is worth any rent
whatever, 2244-2248 He has a lease of a farm at Dnxford, and lost more than the
whole rent last year, 2249-2251 The abridgment of the circulating medium has been
one cause, of distress; variations in the price of wheat since 1822, 2252-2264- The
competition of Irish produce, while the labourers of that country receive less wages, is

another cause, 2265-2269 ^The farmers cannot pay their debts, 2270, 2271 Bankers
will not trust them, because they know they are on the verge of insolvency, 2272 The
wages are 40 per cent, higher than can be afforded, but are continued as a kind of insur-

ance of property, 2273-2276.

Objections to the corn laws : the bonding system encourages speculation in foreign

corn, and the duty is not sufficiently high, 2277-2281 Some farmers living on their

own lands cannot pay their poor-rates, 2282-2284 '^^^ farmers expect relief from
Parliament, 22S5, 2286 Capital has been reduced one-half by the low prices, 2287-
2289 Nature of farming, of the soil, &c., 2291-2302 Produce of witness's farm in

1834, in detail
;
proportion of wheat, barley, stock, &c., with the amount for which each

was sold, 2303-2331 Deficient crops of barley, 2331-2336 The farmers complain
of the price of all agricultural produce except wool, 2337-2341 Since the withdrawal of
one-pound notes from circulation there have never been fair prices, except when the crops
were deficient, 2344-2365.

The evil of the corn laws consists in making foreign com always ready to come into
consumption when the price is rising rather than in the actual consumption, 2366-2372

If foreign corn paid duty on entering the ports it would afiord some protection to the
farmer, 2373-2382 The land is now less cultivated ; farmers cannot afford the manure,
2383-2386 Statement of receipts and outgoings upon a farm of 400 acres at Duxford, in

witness's occupation, 2388 Com could be brought to London from Flushing as soon as
from Lynn, 2388-2390 An expansion of the currency would be a great relief, 2391-2392

The repeal of the malt-tax would benefit the farmer to a certain degree, 2393-2396-——
4f'4- 9 3 The
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The beer-shops have not injured the morals of the people in the manner described,

2397-

The shopkeepers are getting into a deplorable state ; the farmers do not buy so much
and do not pay their debts, 2398-2407 Pigs have sold in the London market at a loss

of 15 per cent., 2408 Value of sheep and lambs, including contingencies, 2409-2421
Statement of the proceeds and expenses attending tlie cultivation of an off-land farm

of 657 acres in the parish of Duxford, from 1831 to 1835, in the occupation of Mr. Peter

Grain, on a corn rent, 2422-2426.

SUitement of the receipts and outgoings upon a farm of 400 acres at Duxford, in his

occupation from Michaelmas 1834 ^o Michaelmas 1835, p. 128.

Tierney, Mr. Extract from his speech, in 1819, on the removal of distress in 1816, by
increased issues of bank-notes, Cayley 3630.

Tithe Bill. Objections to cei tain parts thereof, S;)Oo??ct- 4512-4514 If the tithe were

settled on just grounds, it would remove the impediment to the employment of capital on
agricultural improvements, Grey 4735 Relief which the present Tithe Bill is calcu-

lated to afford to agriculturists, Escott 5008 Explanations, Escott 5056 Renting-

farmer would not be benefited ; his rent would be increased in proportion to the tithe

which he would not have to pay, Escott 5008.

See also Tithes, infra.

Tithes:
1. In Kind.

2. Covimutation.

3. Composition.
'

1. In Kind.

Are frequently taken in kind near Favershamand Canterbury, iVeorne 1452 Witness
knows clergymen who always take their tithes in kind, and who will not give the parish

a composition, Escott 5015, 5016 Explanations of former evidence as to tithes taken

in kind, Escott 5056-5059- Generally less rigorously exacted when in the hands of

the clergy, iscoi^ 5013

—

—Witness knows many instances in which clergymen do not

get half the value of their tithes, Escott 5014.

2. Commutation.

An equitable commutation will bo a relief to farmers, Ci7y/<'y4i49 A commu-
tation of tithe, that would relieve the fanner from additional charges on improvements,

would be very valuable, Spooner 4509-451 1 If tithes are a tax on consumers, a com-
mutation will be enforcing a burthen on the land which it does not now bear, Escott

5070.

3. Composition.

Under composition, in estimating the compensation to be paid in money, the market

value must be taken into consideration, Escott 5064.

Toddington. See Poor Rates.

Tradesvien. See Shopkeepers.

Trnmper, George. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Lives at Norwood; has been a land-

surveyor for 25 years, 3113-3117——The state of agriculture is very much depressed in

all the southern counties, 3118-3120 The farmers on cold clay lands are the most

distressed ; they pay their rents out of capital, 3121-3125 Many on the worst heavy

lands have failed, 3126-3128 Average rent of intermediate and good land, 3129-
3131 It cannot be paid without infringing on capital, 3132, 3133 The poor have

been well employed for three or four years, by the draining which has been done at the

expense of landlords, 3134-3137 The land cannot be cultivated at the present prices,

and if laid down the poor will be deprived of their labour, 3138, 3139.

The condition of the land has been improved within the last three years by dry sum-
mers, 3140-3142' Less labour and manure is employed upon it, 3143-3145 There
has been a very large growth of wheat for the last four years ; land has been too much
forced, 3146-3149 This was occasioned by the distress of the farmers, and is very

injurious to the land, 3150-3154 The importation of corn and pork from Ireland

is one of the main causes of agricultural distress, 3155-3161 The capital of farmers

is nearly exhausted, but not by imprudence, 3162-3164 The present race of farmers

are living very economically ; many have not comforts, and certainly not luxuries, 3165—
3167.

The labourers, when regularly emploved, are better off than they ever were, 3168-

31 70 Many are emigrating ; there would be a less surplus of labour if agriculture were

in a better state, 3171-3174 Variations in the rate of wages in different counties ; in

Lincolnshire, when the population is thin, wages are high ; they are very low in Hani])-

shice.
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Trvmper, George. (Analysis of his Evidence)

—

continued.

shire, 3175-3184 Cottage rents vary very nmcli in difierent counties, 3185, 3186
Tlie small farmers arc the most distressed ; tlieir families once performed the greater part

of the work, but the surplus po])ulation has discontinued this system, 3187, 3188
There is rather a disposition to subdivide than consolidate farms, 3189-3192 Ren<<;

have been reduced, since 1812, from 30 to 40, and in some cases 50 per cent., 3193, 3194.

Calculation of prices on which rents have been settled, 3195,3196 Price of wheat
and barley at Uxbridge (Miirch), 3197-3199 If prices remain the same, a further

reduction of 15 percent, will be necessai-y, 3200-3202. 3219,3220 The drainage of
land has made it capable of producing more corn, 3203-3206 Some of the poorest

clay lands require a reduction of 100 per cent, in rent, 3207-3212 Little imjjrovement

has been made in cultivating them, 3213-3215- Some will not produce so much as

they did in 1793, 3216, 3217 On the Hertfordshire side of Essex wages are only 8.s.,

3218 Wages are lower where the supply of fuel is cheap, as at the New Forest, 3221-
32-23.

The repeal of the malt-tax would benefit the farmer, and the labourer still more, 3224,
3227 No other article, the produce of the farmer, is taxed so highly ; the maltster

will only buy the finest barley, 3228, 3229 The growth of flax would impoverish the

land, 3230, 3231 A liigher duty on foreign tallow would increase the price of our own
produce, 3232, 3233 And would not diminish the price of meat, 3234, 3235 The
graziers have more resources than other farmers, 3236, 3237 Tallow was grf. a pound
in 1812, and is now only 3 |t£. ; the price of hides has also fallen, 3238-3243——Wages
must be reduced if there are not better prices, 3244-3246 In some places much wheat
is on tlie farmers' hands, but not more than usual, 3247-3249 Each of the years from
1832 to 1835 inclusive, have been good years for wlieat, 3250-3252.

Turner, John Beresford. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Farms his own estate in Here-
fordshire, 4097 The state of the farmers is very indifferent; many cannot pay their

rents, although they have been reduced ; some who have been fortunate as traders have
made a profit, 4098-4104 Those on cold clay lands must have wasted their capital,

4105-4106 Witness cannot let some of his forms at a very low rent, in consequence of

low prices, 4107-4110.

Turnips. Evidence as to quantity of turnips grown to an acre, Escott 4868. ,

See also Sheep. Stock.

Twynam, J. T. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A farmer at Whitchurch, in Hampshire,

553-561 The state of agriculture is distressed, particularly in strong clay lands, 562-
564

—

—Rents have been reduced, and the condition of the farmers is better than in other

counties, but they cannot continue to grow wheat at the present prices, 562-573 The
poor have been generally employed since 1831,574-578 Rick-burnings ceased when
employment was found, 579, 580 With the present wages wheat should be (ios. the

quarter to remunerate the farmer, 581-583 The wages are nearly equal to the rent,

584, 585

—

—The price of stock is good, by reason of the demand occasioned by the

prosperity of the manufacturers, 586-591 Fewer labourers are employed on a stock

farm, 592, 593— Calculation that the produce of wheat in England and Ireland and
importations exceed the consumption by two-fifths ; depression of the market attributed to

this excess, 594-607.

The capital of farmers has been much diminished ; they are obliged to bring their com
to market, and thus depress prices, 608-610 Much business is done with borrowed
capital, 61 1-613- There has not been much disposition to speculate in corn until lately,

614-621 The increased culture of the potato is one cause of the depreciation of wheat,

622, 623- The allotment system, though beneficial to the labourers, has had the same
effect, 624 The change in the currency was the commencement of agricultural distress,

625-630 The withdrawal of paper money restrained speculation, 631-633 Exami-
nation as to the prices of wheat since 1822, and the effects of the currency thereupon,

634-664 Effect of the importations of wheat in 1829, 1830 and 1831 upon the present

prices, 665-671 The five-course system of farming prevails in Hampshire, .672-677
Great improvements have been made; more corn is grown, 678-681 Wool and

sheep are both selling well, 682-686 And the price of barley is fair, 687, 688.

Wages were reduced at Michaelmas from 9s. to 8.<;., 68q-(:'9o The poor-rates are 3s.

in the pound ; 6d. will be saved by the union under the Poor Law, 691-69S The pi'ice

of wheat has improved 15 per cent., 699-701 The tithes are paid under composition,

and are higher than they fairly should be, 702-706 Importations from Ireland and the

Channel islands in 1834, ^'^ *^'"^ extent of 1,000,000 quarters, will not account for the

depression of prices, 707, 708 The price of barley will not compensate for that of

wheat, 709 The present wages cannot be continued, 710 The Poor Law has com-
pelled the labourers to seek employment, 711-713 They would be all employed, if

prices were remunerating, 714-716 Witness does not recollect so many good years

for wheat in succession as there have been since 1828, 717-722 The Poor Law and
public works have relieved the union of surplus labour, 723-730 The alteration of the

law of settlement has been very beneficial, 731-737.

4G4. y 4 Usunj
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U.

Usury Laws. Since the usury laws have been altered, many transactions have taken place at

7 J per cent, interest, Muntz 4586.

United States. See America. Gold Coinage. Interest.

Upland Farmers. See Farmers, 1.

Uxiridge. Is a good market, but not so good as it used to be, Sherborne 4801-4802.

V.

Valuations. Nature tiiereof, taken on a tenant quitting his farm in certain counties, Peyton

1549-1550-

Veal. Account of the prices of, at Smithfield and Leadenhall markets, from 1815 to 183.5,

App. p. 400.

W.
Wages:

1. Generally.

2. In particular Counties.

3. In Ireland.

1. Generally.

Average 10s. a week in Berkshire, Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex and Kent, Peyton
1540-1542 Variations in the rate of wages in different counties; in Lincolnshire,

where the population is thin, wages are high ; they are low in Hampshire, Berkshire and
Oxfordshire, and in parts of Essex, Trumper .3175-3184. 3218 Wages are low where
fuel is cheap, as at the New Forest, Trumper 3221-3223 They must be reduced,
Trumper 3244-3246 The reduction in the price of labour has borne no proportion

to the price of wheat ; it would not be safe to reduce the one to the level of the other,

Allnatt 879-884 Danger of a general reduction of wages, CayZey 4187-4188.

2. In particular Counties.

In Bedfordshire : they have been reduced 1 s. a week; they are now 85. or gs., Bennett

389, 390 This is not more than sufficient to maintain a labourer's family, but cannot be
continued with the present prices, Bennett 391, 392 Berkshire: At Wallingford, from
8 s. to 12 s. 6d., jllnatt 865-836 Near Windsor they have not been reduced from fear

of damage to yvo^eviy , Kendall 1114-1122 Cambridgeshire: are 40 per cent, higher in

Cambridgeshire than can be afforded, but are continued as a kind of insurance of property,

Thurnali iii2,-'2.i']Q In Dorsetshire : the present rate of wages cannot be continued,

and labourers cannot live upon less, Taylor 3277-3283.
Glamorganshire : ten shillings in Glamorganshire ; it would be dangerous to reduce them,

but they cannot be continued, David 1218-1222 In Hampshire: are nearly equal to

the rent, Twynam 584, 585 Were reduced at Whitchurch, in Hampshire, from 9.5. to

8s. at Michaelmas, Twynam 689, 690 The present rate cannot be continued, Twynam
710 In Hertford-shire, 3873 Kent: are the same in Kent as they were 45 years

ago ; it will be impossible to continue them if prices do not improve, Waring 33-35
Near Canterbury, Nearne 1468-1471 In the Isle ofThanet from los. to 12*.; this

rate cannot be continued, unless prices improve. Cramp 747, 748.

InNorfolk: are reduced from 10 s. 6(/. to 9s. a week, Career 2962-2968 The farmers

are afraid to make further reductions lest their property should be destroyed. Carter

2970-2974 In Northumberland: the farmers' servants are paid in kind; conditions

upon which Lord Tankerville hires his labourers, Langhorne 3849-3851 This system
gives the labourer an interest in the produce of the farm, Langhorne 3852-3854
Wages are generally from 1 s. to 12 s. per week ; regularly hired servants are paid in

kind; generally have means to keep their families comfortable. Grey 4692 Rate of

wages: mode of payment, 6'
;t?/ 4691, 4692 The Northumberland system is advan-

tageous to the occupier, Cayley 4189 In Suffolk: Lewin 961, 962 In Blythburgh
(Suffolk), 9s. a w('ek, Cooper 2630, 2631 Somersetshire : rate of wages given to

labourers in Somersetshire about 7 s. or 8s. per week, Escott 4885 Wages in Somer-
setshire low, as compared with other counties, Escott 48S9.

In Sussex : the rate of wages is not influenced by any fear of destruction to property,

Hudson 3469-3473 In tlie Weald of Sussex, Hudson 3405, 3406. 3460 In Wilt-
shire : have been raised since the introduction of the new Poor Law, and are still on the
increase, Hughes 3021, 3022 The poor would not quietly submit to a reduction,

which must be made unless prices improve, and then the poor rates would be increased,

Hughes 3023-3026 Yorkshire: from los. to 12s. throughout the year in the East
Riding of Yorkshire, Hoicardi\[,i, 2153 They have been reduced, but the price of the
common necessaries of life has been proportionately diminished, Uoiuard 2159-2165
Are high in the North Riding of Yorkshire, as much new land has been brought into

cultivation, Cayley 3579 They must be reduced if prices do not improve, Cayley %^>'i^.

3. In
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Wages—continued.

3. In Ireland.

Price of labour in Armaoh \ s. per diem in sunnner, and reduced to loJ. in winter,

Blacks 5612 Lower in the south of Ireland than in the norCliern counties, Blacker

5613 Witness last year saw a man breaking stones in the south of Ireland at a price

which would not realize 6d. per day, Blacker 5C14.

See also Fires. Labourers.

War Prices. The war did not occasion high prices ; statement, showing thafin all the wars

of the last century prices rose at the peace, Cayley 3654.

See also Prices.

Ward, Mr. Extract from his Evidence in 1832, ou the reduced issues of countiy banks

subsequent to the Cash Payments Bill of 1819, Cayley 3630.

Warehousing System. See Com Laws, 2.

Waring, Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—A considerable occupier of land at Chelsfield,

in Kent, 1-4 Has been connected with agriculture 45 years, 5-6 It is impossible

for a fanner to make much profit by the cultivation of land for corn, 7-9——Calculation

of the expense of cultivation and the value of produce, 10-1-2 Rota of crops on the

hill farms, 13 The farmer has no interest for his capital, 14, 15 Examination in

detail as to the expenses and profits of successive crops, 16-32——Wages are the same
as they were 45 years ago ; it will be impossible to employ labourers long at the present

prices, 33-35 The poor are now tolerably satisfied, as a new turnpike-road gives

employment, 36, 37 Many were out of employment, and work was found upon the

roads, 38-42 At the present prices land cannot be cultivated with profit, even in the

valleys, 43-47 The average rent is 15s. an acre, 48- Expense per acre of labour,

ploughing, carting, manure, &c., 49-58 Charge per acre for poor-rates, highway-rates

and land-tax, 59-64-^ t"he distressed state of agriculture is occasioned chiefly by the

low prices, 65-78 The poor farmers sufler the most ; they are obliged to bring their

com to market, which reduces the prices, 79, 80 Difierence in the' rate of poor-rates

since 1823, when prices were low, 81-84 The small farmers will not be able to avail

themselves of the rise in wheat, 85-87 Advantages of keeping sheep, 88-90.

Witness does not believe that the alteration in the currency affected agriculture, 91

Either less labour would be employed, or wages reduced, were it not for the fear of fires,

92-99 The average of rent on hill and low lands is 15s. per acre, 100-107 Produce

of wheat on lowlands, and quantity of seed, 108-113 ^^ Orpington the poor are very

discontented, and there have been many fires, 114-127 The present rents are paid out

of capital, and not out of profits, 118, iig Proportion of sheep to an acre of land;

several have been sold, when it was not profitable, for want of food, and because the

owners wanted money, 120-127 The farmers are reducing their expenses by dimi-

nishing the cultivation of corn ; witness has reduced his expenses in this manner, 128-131

The consequence of this practice will be the increase of poor-rates ; witness employs

fewer men, 132-137 The poor farmers have been obliged to reduce the number of their

labourers, 138 Witness has employed many in planting, 139 The effect of ploughing

less is the necessity of using more artificial food for the sheep in winter, 140, 141.

Weights and Measures. Manner in which contracts were adjusted when the law regulating

weights and measures was passed, Attwood 5555.

Wheat:
1. Used in feeding Cattle.

2. Prices of Wheat at dijferent periods in England, Ireland and France.

3. Remunerating Prices.

4. Growth of.

5. Supply of.

6. Consumption of.

7. Importation.

8. Stocks in hand.

9. Causes of Low Prices.

1. Used in feeding Cattle.

In Berkshire much wheat has been used in feeding cattle, Allnatt 903, 904 Cattle

have been fed upon it in Berks, Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex and Kent during the

low prices, Peyton 1558, 1559 There has been an unusual consumption of wheat for

farming purposes as a substitute for other food, Hodgson 2024-2027 Much wheat has

been used in feeding cattle which would have been warehoused, if speculation had been
directed to English com, Sharpe 3926-3928.

2. Prices of Wheat at diff'ei-ent periods.

Eight years since the price of wheat was as low as in the present year, Green 155
Variations in the price of wheat in diilerent districts is greater in France than in England,

464. h Jacob
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Wheat—2. Prices of Wheat at different Periods—continued.

Jacob 301, 30'2 The aveia;j:e price for six months has been 38 s.; nothing less than

60s. would be remunerating. C?m;Kp 744-746 Variations of price since 1822, Nearne

1485-149-2 In 1822, the price was 7s. Qd. a bushel, and is now 5s.; the former was

occasioned by a succession of wet seasons, the present is the natural price, Bernard

1.583,1584 The difference in the price of wheat in the English and Irish markets

must be the same, taking into consideration the quality, with the expense of carriage,

Hodgson 1919-1927 -Relative prices of Irish and English wheat ; expense of ti-ansport

;

difference of quality, Sandars 3968-3974 Lowest prices at which foreign corn has

been imported into Liverpool ; freight from the Baltic, Sandurs 4055, 4056 Average

prices of wheat in Mark-lane from 1815 to 1835, both mclusive, 4;>p.;j. 370-391.

3. Remunerating Prices.

Is the staple article of the farmer
;
good crops of other descriptions of corn will not

make up any deficiency in it, Bennett 528, 529 With the present rate of wages,

wheat should be 60s. a quarter to remunerate the fanner, Zit'j/Hawj 581-583 With

present rents, should be 16/. a load to make a profit, Jllnatt 829-831 Whether the

price be remunerating can be best ascertained by taking the average price for 20 years, as

the article would not have been produced at a loss, Hodgson 1893-1904 In Glamor-

ganshire cannot be grown for less than 7s. a bushel ; and on land cultivated upon the

fallowing system, no price less than 9«. would be remunerating, Bradley Iq-Jq-IqI-j

Should be 60s. a quarter for Suftblk farmers to make a profit. Cooper 2659-2665 The

price is more than one-third less than the remunerating price, while there is one-fourth

more than the average produce, Hudson 3420-3425 In average seasons 56s. a

quarter would be a remunerating price, Sharpe 3899 Should be 7s. Qd. a bushel to

pay a fair rent, and leave a profit to the farmer, Sherborne 4817-4822.

4. Growth of.

Less wheat than usual will now be grown ; flirmers will try something more profitable,

Kendall 1180, 1181 Large importations of oats from Ireland have led to the

increased cultivation of wheat, Hodgson 1878-1884 Less sown this year in the East

Ridino- of York, Howard 2207-2210 In Wiltshire little spring wheat is sown ; it is of

inferior quality, Hughes 3076-3078 In Dorsetshire there is a loss on the cultivation

of corn ; on the four-course system the other crops do not compensate for the loss,

Taylor 3264-3268 In Dorsetshire the quantity of com land has not been increased

lately, Taylor 3327, 3328 In Sussex, with the exception of last season, a greater

breadth of wheat has been sown and larger crops produced, Hudson 3491, 3492 Less

has been sown this year, Sandars 4029-4035——In Wiltshire more has been sown in

order to make up in quantity for the low price, Hughes 3072-3075.

Causes of wheat being grown cheaper on the Continent than in England, Sandars

4094-4096 The usual quantity has been sown this year near Hounslow, Sherborne

4843 Growth of wheat must materially decrease if the prices do not improve, Escott

4862 Much smaller breadth of wheat this year than formerly, Escott 4864
Evidence as to quantity of wheat grown to an acre, Escott 4866.

5. Supply of.

The quantity grown cannot safely be diminished ; we should pay higher prices for

foreign com, Jacob 239-242 For several years we have not grown sufficient for our

population, Jacoi 243-248 The harvest of 1835 was an average crop, and the two

preceding years rather above the average, Bennett 443-446 The markets are over-

stocked with wheat of our own growth, and thus the price is low, Allnatt 866-878

The cause of the depression is superabundant production for three or four years,

Hodgson 1 870 Over-production caused the low prices, and less wheat has been sown

in the present year, Hodgson 1912-1918 If there should be another productive

harvest, and the same quantity of wheat sown, prices must be lower still, Hodgson 1928-

iggo The spring corn was abundant in 1835, except in some parts of Scotland,

iSararfars 40 19-4024^^ The loss of sheep by rot in 1831 and 1832 obliged the fanners

to grow more wheat, which has caused over-production, Sandars 4025-4028.

6. Cmsumption.

The inhabitants of the Continent consume very little wheat ; it is a dmg in their

markets, Jacob 258-262 In many parts of England the poor have changed their food

from wheat to potatoes ; but wheat has been substituted for barley and rye, Jacob 269-
282 Estimated average consumption in England, Jacob 283, 284 The quantity

sold in the markets is no criterion of consumption ; speculation causes frequent re-sales,

the amount of which cannot be estimated, Jacob 334-347 The great bulk of the

harvest of 1835 has already (February) been sent to market, Be««e« 447, 448 Cal-

culation that the produce of wheat in England and Ireland, and importations, exceed the

consumption by two-fifths; depression of the market attributed to this excess, Twynam
595-607 One-third less wheat has been sold this year, while consumption has

increased ; this will account for the rise in price, Firchild 1375-1378 Communication

from Lord Kenyon to the Committee, as to the consumption of wheat of five families on
his
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Wheat—6. Consumption—continued.

his estate, e;icli having allotments of land; wages of hibourers, /). 361 Account of

foreign wheat brought into consumption in Great Britain from 1815 to 1835, both inclu-

sive, y^pp./A 392 Similar return for wiieat, not foreign, during the same years, App.

P- 393-399-

7. Importation.

Imports from the Continent and from Ireland, Jacob 285-287 The introduction of

Irish corn will reduce the price of our own, and the allotment system and the poor laws

will make the poor live upon potatoes, Letviu 1052-1058 Much land which grew oats

was forced by large importations from Ireland to grow wheat; and then wheat was also

imported from that country, Kendall 1140-1144 Foreign wheat has not reduced the

price of our own produce, which is rather to be referred to the glut of oats from Ireland,

Dowling 2841-2843 Importations from Ireland and the presence of foreign corn in

bond, Sliarpe 3912-3915 Quantity imported from foreign parts in each of the years

from 4815 to 1835, both inclusive, App. p, 3(36,367.

8. Stocks in hand.

Time wheat may be kept without injury; best mode of preservation, Hodgson i'992-

1996 Effects of keeping wheat, upon its value, Hodgson 2035-2037 In Sussex

the large farmers have much wheat; the poorer have brought all theirs to market and
depressed the prices, Kendall 1 153-1 159 In some places there is much in the farmers'

hands, but not more than usual, TVuwjper 3247-3249 Near Hounslow, there is (March)
as much wheat as usual in the farmers' stack-yards, Sherborne 4841, 4842.

9. Causes of Low Prices.

Causes of the depression in the price; good crops; increased consumption of potatoes

and meat, /ifwae^t 539-544 The causes of low prices are excess of cultivation and
importations from Ireland, Peyton 1512-1526 Explanation of the causes of the low
price, Muntz 4535.

See also Allotment System. American Corn and Flour. American Mines. Arable
Farms. Corn. Corn Laws. Cultivation. Dantzic Wlveat. Importations. Liver-

pool. Potatoes. Prices. Spiing Wheat. Swansea.

Wheelwrights. See Artificers.

Wigston (Leicestershire). Agricultural and manufacturing population thereof, and unequal
contribution of the latter to the poQr-rates, H ilson 3768 Average of each description

of land in the parish ; agricultural and manufacturing population
i proportion of rates

contributed by land and houses ; the land thrown out of cultivation by the rates, p. X55.
See also Taxation.

Wilson, H. W. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides in the grazing country at Allerton,

in Leicestershire, 1668-1670 Complaints of the graziers; lowpricesof tallow, 1671-1675
The price of hides has also fallen, 1676 The low price of tallow prevents the

graziers from getting the same price for his cattle, 1677-1679 It arises from impor-
tation from Russia; amount thereof from 1828 to 1835, 1680-1693 The graziers are
better off than they were some years since, as the price of wool has risen, 1696-1700
The agricultural counties were never in so much distress as at present, 1701-1703
Improvements in the price of wool since 1828, 1704-1709 Number of pounds to a
fleece, 1710, 1711 Prices of lean and fat stock, 1712-1719—— Prices of meat in the
London market have not been remunerating, 1720-1725 Prices of tallow since 1830;
cattle have been less fat, 1726-1741 Rents have been reduced from 10 to 15 per cent.,

and the farmers still complain, 1742-1752 Many prudent persons have failed,

1753-1756.

Unequal proportion of poor rates borne by the manufacturers in Leicestershire ; case of
the parish of Wigston, 1757-1763 The land-tax is generally redeemed, 1764, 1765

A larger proportion of manufacturers are committed to gaol than of agricultural

labourers, 1766, 1767 The wages of manufacturers have been made up out of poor-
rates, 1768 Children are employed; there is no employment for them in agriculture

1769-1771 Machinery has taken away the employment of women *and children in
spinning, 1772-1774 The reduced prices of hides and fat are a positive loss to the
farmer, 1775-1781 The price of lean stock is lower than it was some years since,

1782-1786 Freeholders can get accommodation from their bankers more readily than
farmers, who are so distressed, that they have no security, 1787-1796 Evidence as to

the growth of flax, hemp and rape, 1797-1804——Repeal of the malt duty would be a
great relief, 1805-1807 Great improvements have taken place in cultivation and
draining generally, at the expense of the landlord, 1808-1821 Tenants have scourged
the land, to save themselves from ruin, 1822-1825 Much grass land has been broken
up, with the consent of landlords, for the payment of rent, 1826-1837 Calculations of
loss to the grazier upon sheep and bullocks, on account of the low price of tallow, 1839

Time at which the fat was equal in value to the meat, 1840-1848——Statement as
to the condition of farmers in Norfolk and Suffolk, 1849.

464- . /* 2 [Second
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Wilson, H. W. (Analysis of his Evidence)

—

continued.

[Second Examination.]—Delivers in a paper containing statements of the unequal
assessment of manufacturing and agricultural property in Leicestershire, 2912, 2913
Necessity of attending to this injustice, and of revising the duties on foreign tallow,

hides, &c., 2914.

Wood, Mr. See Scoreby Estate.

Wook :

1. Prices.

2. Causes of High Price.

1. Prices.

Quantity produced by sheep. Green 220 The prices have been very high durins; the

last two years, Green ii\-i'Xi\ Price good, Lewin 1047; Taylor 3299-3302; Hudson

3447) 3448 ; Grey 4680-4682 The price was very low from 1826 to 1830, but is fair

at present, Cooper 2680-2682 The price has improved about one-third since 1831,
Bennett 465-475 Improvements in the price since 1828, Wilson 1704-1709 Num-
ber of pounds to a fleece, Wilson 1710, 1711.

2. Causes of High Price.

The improved price arises from the rot in sheep and the rise in the price of them,
UewneM 503-506 The high price occasioned by the rot in sheep, G/j/fcy 3620, 3621

Tabular statement of wool imported, and woollen goods exported, with calculations to

prove that the prosperity of the woollen trade did not cause the rise in the price of wool,

Cayley 3647.

See also Sheep.

Yeomen. Great numbers of, in East Cumberland, reduced to the greatest distress, owing to

the pressure of the times, Blamire 5102-5113.

See also Freeholders.

Yeovil. Notice of a glove manufactory at Yeovil, Escott 5048.

Yorkshire. Statements of the expenses and profits of cultivation of land on the four-course

and three-course systems of husbandry, Cayley 3534-3560.
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