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A

MEMOIR
OF THE

AUTHOR'S LIFE AND CHARACTER.

THE Rev. William M'Ewex, the worthy

author of the following Essays, was clesceniled Irom

pious and respectable parents in the town of Perth,

who spared neither pains nor expence to give him a

truly christian and liberal education. To this they

"were greatly encouraged by the early attachment

which he himself shewed, both to piety and lecirn-

ing.

His constitution of body v.as rather delicate and
weakly; though in comn^on he was tolera!>Iy healthy;

but his intellectual powers were sound and strong.

—

He had a penetrating and comprehensive mind ; a

fine perception ; and an elegint taste. These happy
talents were attended with solidity ofJudgment, and a

sense of the truly beautiful anil sublime, peculiar to

himself ; and still farther heightened, by an imagina-

tion and invention equally liveh^, and a memory un-

commonly capacious and retentive.

To cultivate and improve tliese admirable nntu-

ral endowments, he enifdoyed the most assiduous

care, and unwearied industry. By his diligent study

of the Rom-n and Greek classics ; of logic and philo-

so;)hy ; of the best En2:lish jioets and historians: and,

a" ove all, the scriptures of truth, in their originals,

with the most Judicious and evangelical books of oar

own and foreign divines; he collected a large stock

of the best ideas, and enriched his mind with a VciriG-

ty of select knowledge, and suitable literature,

A 2



IVis stuflies in divinity were assisted for some
years hy Uie ftdvice ol' the late .celebrated Mr. E •eiie-

Z'iv Ersiane ot Stirling; ni\{\ finished under the tuition
©} the Rev. James Fisher of Ghisgow.

He was in 1753 licensed to preach the gos{>el by
the nssociate j)res!'y(ery of Dunfermline ; and, in the
b'.iiDning of the year ^54, he was ordained, hy the
sft.ne presbytery, minister of the associate congrega-
tioii in the town of Uiindee.

Having, in a solemn and public manner, devoted
hlrjiselt to (he more immediite service of the blessed
Jesus, ill the ministntion of his gospel, and had the
chiu-ge of a ^articular fiock committed to him ; be was
earnestly desirous to hdve them grounded in the prin-

ci:>lGs, and actuated Ity the true spirit of Christ's gos-

pel. Entirel^' satisfied, that the scriptural plan of re-

demption, by the blood of Christ, is divineh' calcula-

ted to draw men's atl'ections from iniquity, and attach
Ihem to the blessed God ; to sweeten their temj>ers»

and Lorm them to true happiness; it was his daily en-
deavor, by the most easy and engaging methods of in-

struction, to fill their minds with the knowledge of
these heavenly doctrines. He longed particularly^ to

have a livei}^ sense of God Almighty's goodness, ma-
nifested in freely oifering pardon and peace to rebell-

ious sinners in the gosi^el, imj)ressed on their souls ;

bec??u5e, from this source, and the influences of the
tinctifying Spirit, be was persuaded, that all the noSde

qu ditles, the amiable graces, and the important duties^,

which constitute the dignity or the happiness of our

li?.ture, could only be derived.

Far from addressing his hearers in that flatter-

ing Hnd dangerous strain, which supposes the powers
olthe human mind to be as periect as ever; or but vi-

tiated in a small degree ; or, that the soul o* man is

po.-sessed of such })rinciples of virtue, as need only to

be roused into action; he was solicilously concerned
to b ive them thoroughly convinced, that they were
ignoriint, guilty, im otent creatures. That from such

coavictioas they might perceive their iadispensible



ueed of a Savior : of a Savior in all his mediatorial

oiiices ; as a pro. het to instruct them, and, l;y his

word and s-pirit, make them wise unto salvation ; ;s a
priest 10 make an atonement and expiation lor tlieir

sins, and make their persons acceptable to that awlul
Majeslj, who dwelleth in light inaccessaMe ; as a
kino; to subdue their iniquities, to write his havs ia

their hearts, make them partakers of a divine nature,

and enable them to deny uusGdlincss and tvcrtdly lusts.

an(Ho live soberly, righteously and godly in this present

yycrW, Tit. ii, 12.

In tine, the point he cheitiy labored, was, to be-

get in his peoi)le's minds a dee[), and abiding; sense,

that God was their chief good ; their only sufiicif iit

happiness and portion : that the blessed Jesus was the

foundation of their pardon, acceptance, and salvation

:

that all their dejiendence. for acquiring the beauties of

holiness, and tasting the consolations and pleasures of

a religious life, was to he placed in the Holy Ghost,
the Comforter; whose office is to take the thinr^s cf
Christ, and shc7V them to sinful ruen, John xvi. 14; and
to Hee than to knoiv things thai are freely given tc than

of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12.

Our authors talent of jireaching was much ad-

mired. The prOi)Osi{ions he insisted on were tew
;

but always of very weighty and edifying inipcrt, and
naturally resulting from ihe [)assageor sacred writ un-

der immediate consideration. His explanations were
clear and accurate ; his ])roofs p.lain ; ml decisive; his

illustrations beautiiul and entertaining ; his apjdica-

tions close and searching. All the heads of the dis-

course remarkably di^jtinct, yet connected in such re-

gular order, and in such pleasing succession, as gave
his instructions the greatest advantage : and every
part contributed to the strength and beauty ol the

whole.

And indeed such was the depth of his thoughts;

such the proj-riety o: his words ; an<l such the v riety,

force raid Ore of bis siyk ; so rem rkr.hle vras Ibf just-

ness aad solidity of his reascning, and sojudicious tiie



eliaDge of his method; that notwithstamlinsr he itira^

riatiiy jjuri^iiesi the same end
;
yet proce(-(hng i!y uif-

feieut jKith::?, and varying his addiTss, according as he
meant to alarm, to convince, or comiorl ; he was so

far from growing tedious, that he never tailed to please

as well as to im|)rove his audience.

In imitation oi tlie great apostle of the Gentiles,

that most amiaide and accomplished preacher, he was
peculiarly careiul to cultivate a spirit of zeal and de-

votion in all his discourses. Accordingly, he was ;er-

vent in spirit, as well as cogent in argument. When
he argued, conviction* flashed; when he exhorted, pa-

tiios glowed. And liy distributing to each oi his au-

dience a portion suitable to their several states, he en-

deavored rightly to divide the word ol truth.

The same zeal and fervor which influenced and
animated his -luhiic addresses from the pulr-it, appear-

ed also in the discharge of the much neglected duties

of catechising ; teaching from house to house; and
Tislling the sick ; as well as in the administration of

the holy sacraments.

In the most unaffected devotion tow-ards God,
and in a dilfusive love to all men ; in modesty, hu-

mility, and candor; in a gravity of deportment, tem-
pered with becoming cheerfulness; in purity oi" man-
ners, and integrity of conduct, Mr. M'Ewen was a

pattern to all around him. His hearers had abundant
reason afforded them to believe thnt he lived above
this sordid world, even while he w-as in it : that he
was no lover of filthy lucre ; no hunter of carnal pleas-

ures ;. but that his ho-:es, and all his views ol hap;)i-

Bess, were hid with Christ in God: that he directed

all his aims to the glory of God ; and considered the

honor of Jesus Christ as the final cause o!" his exist-

ence; tJiat he carried on no base and sinister design
;

that he had no separate interest from the glory oi his

divine master, and the welfare of his 'COide ; but that

the whole desire and delight of his soul, was to set (or-

ward their salvation; that by the'r bein<i: w?«^/- m^ ! ta

be partakers vf the inheritance of the mints in light, his



exalted Lord might see of the Vravail of his soul, and he

satisfied.

On the 29th of December 1761, he came from

Dundee to Edinburgh ; and, on Sabbath foHowi.ig,

preached (his last sermon) in Bristo meeting, from

Isa. Ixiii. 4. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart,

and the year cf my redeemed is com?.—On the Monday
evening, he was m irried at Dalkeith, to the okiest

daughler of Mr. John Wardlaw, late merchant o. the

same place. In this imi)ortant period of his life, when
a variety of temj)or:tr3^ prospects ingress the atteniioa

of the most part of mankind, it was observed, that, in

his social intercourses with his friends, he discovered

a sU'ong inclination to tix the conversation to that

awful, yet delightful subject, the eternal world, into

which all must soon enter. Like one established in

the faith, he seemed daily to be leaking-for, andhasUn-
in^ to the cGnibi'}; cf the Lord Jesus.

On Wednesday afternoon, attended by his friends,

he went to liCith, in his way home to Dundee ; and
that same night he was suddenly taken ill, ouing as is

supposed, to the co!d and wet he had suHered in his

crossing the Frith the preceding week. Bis disorder

soon issued in a violent fever, which rendered him un-

fit for any conversation, and on Vv'ednesday night, the

13{h of Januarj^ 1762, put an end to all his labors, in

the 28th year of his age, and 7th of his ministry. Cut
down in the prime of life, and public usefulness, his

death was universally lamented as a severe and aftlic-

ting loss to his friends, his congregation, and the

church of God. His body was interred in the church

yard of Dalkeith.

In December 1758, he published a sermon deli-

vered at the ordination of the Rev. Alexander Dick,

in Aberdeen, entitled, The great matt r and fnd vf os-

pel preachins!:. from 2 Coi. iv, 5. This discourse was
reprinted in 1761, and has been much esteemed by the

best judges, on account of the clear evangelical straia

of doctrine, together with the nervous »n<l r^thetic

manner of address, which runs hrough the whole of

it,^—It has now undergone five impressions.



Id

In 1763, his meditations on the types and figure*

©f the Old Testament v\ere jtublished in a neat vo-

lume 12mo. The favorable reception which this

piece met with from the public, shews, in a much
stronger liglit, the distinguishing excellency of it, than
any thing else that could be advanced. Five editions

of this work liaving been already sold, and the demand
for it stili continues.

With regard to the following sheets, they con-
tain the substance of what the author originally com-
posed and delivered in the pulpit, in the form of ser-

mons. His heart, his time, his study, were entirely

devoted to the duties of his profession. To contract

tlje force and spirit of a suhject into a small compass,
and to exhibit it to the mind in one clear and easy
Tiew, was a study he was remarkably fond of. And
tlioiigh he prepared his discourses for the pulpit with
great diligence and accuracy, he frequently employed
a hilsure moment in digesting tliem, alter they had
been preached, into the form of little Essays.

From his collection of manuscriftts in this kind,

the following Essays v.'cre selected. Each of them
was commitUd to paper at one sitting, without any
design of publishing them ; and none of them apj.ear

to have been written over again, or revised by the

author. It should not then be thought strange, if, in

Eome things, they v.ill noti^eara critical examen with
regard to the minu'dx of graceful com]!05ilion. More
important matters engaged J^Ir. MEv.en's attention;

nor was fame, as a writer, by any means his aim.

But it is hoped the reader, who peruses Ihem with
the humble child like spirit of a christian, and seek*

religious advantage in all he reads, will not lose his

labor. He will find a just and lively rejiresentatioa

of true chrisiij'.niiy, in a variety of its most imjfortiint

articles, and distinaruishing peculiarities, enforced by
a very warm and palheiic mode of expression, happilj'"

eouspiriuo; at once to en'ighien the understanding and
persjdde the heart. Apparent repetitions will doubt-

less Bometimcs occur ; but this will be chiefly iu those
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things which lie at the root of all vital religion, and
eviileatly lay very near the author's heart ; which i«

very ditfereat from that thin starvling common-place
work that flows from a barren head, or unfeeling heart.

As these Essays were the first effusion of thought,

they ought to be considered rather as the production

of the heart, than the hend, which, it is hoped, will be

no disagreeable recommendation of them to the sober

christian.—From a few cursor}^ specimens, the reader

could form no adequate idea of a work replete with
such a vast variety of important subjects ; and, tliere-

fore, I hnve only to add, that as no order has been ob-

served in writing these sheets, I have not attem;;ted

to methodise their contents, or combine them into a
regular series.





SELECT ESSAYS, &c.

ON THE GREAT EVIL OF SIN.

O SIN, thou only evil in which there

is no good, thou superfluity of naughtiness, thou quin-

tessence of what is odious and execrable, whose nature

is entirely opposite to that of God, and the reverse of

his holy law, who claimest the devil for thy sire, while
death, and hell, and misery, confess thee for their only
parent ! how hast thou troubled all the creation ! up-

on what creatures hast thou not transmitted thy bale-

ful influence !

Ye angels of darkness, once the angels of light,

how are ye fallen t hoAV changed ! how is your fme
gold become dim ! what plucked you from your "starry

mansions, where you did walk with God, high in sal-

vation, in the climes of bliss ! j^ou were the angels

that sinned ; therefore you could not keep your first

and happy state, but were driven out from God, flung

from eternal splendors to everlasting horrors. " The
crown is fallen from your head ,• wo unto us, for you
have sinned."

Ye sons of men, once were you blessed with inno-

cence and peace, in the morning of your existence,

when our grand parents first lifted to the heavens their

wondering eyes, and reposed themselves in the bliss-

ful bowers of paradise, that happy garden, plimted hy
B
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the Lord, and fitted out for their reception. The uii-

derstanding was bright as the light. The will, all

pure and holy, reigned queen of the affections, and
swayed them with a golden sceptre. The memory
was faithful to his trust, being replenished only with
good things. And, O how peaceful was the conscience

!

how serene ! nothing unholy was hatched in his h*art,

or uttered by the lips, or manifested by the actions.

—

Disease had not invaded our body ; death would not
have dissolved our frame. We should have been stran-

gers to the miseries of life, and to the dreary mansions
of the grave. But sin, that cursed monster, sin hath
quenched cm* intellectual light ; hath inthralled the

TVill to vile unruly passions ; hath vitiated the memo-
ry, tenacious now of evil ; hath banished true peace
from the conscience. Some are harrassed with dire-

ful apprehensions, and consumed away with fearful

terrors. AVhat multitudes are stretched on the bed of

pain I it was sin which bade the head ache, fe^'^rs to

revel through our veins, convulsions shake the human
frames, and agues agitate our bodies.

See there, in that house of mourning, the pale and
ghastly corpse extended on the bed. Descend into the

silent grave, and view the putrifying flesh, and the

mouklerlng bones. Ah ! v/here are we ! to what are

wc reduced ? Is this that heaven-labored form, v. hich

wore the divine resemblance ? Yes, yes ;
" sin enter-

ed into the world, and death by sin ; and so death pas-

sed upon all men, for that all have sinned."

But can we venture lower still in our meditations,

into those dismal regions, where Go<i's mercies are

clean gone, and where he will be favorable no more ?

Hear hoAv they shriek and roar ; see how they toss in

the lake that burneth with tire and brimstone !—Un-
happy beings, what brought you to that place of tor-

ment? " V/e are filled with the fruit of our own ways,
and are reaping the v/ages of sin." Yes ; it was sin

which laid the foundation-stone of your prison, aud
filled it vvith these iaexhausled treasures ©f wrath and
indignation.
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Not in the rational creation only we discern the

fatal evils of this accursed thing. " The whole crea-

lion groaneth and travelle':h in pain together until

now." Ouce it died of a dropsy of waters,' in the days
of Noah ; and shortly mil expire in a fever of flames,

when " the heavens shall pass away vvith a great noise,

and the elements shall melt with fervent heat." Even
now the husbandman, conscious of the sickliness of

nature, acta like physician to the earth. Sometimes
he opens her veins with the plough, and covers with
soil, as with a strengthening plaster ; sometimes lays

her asleep, by suffering her to lie fallow for a time.

—

Without these necessary precautions, she vrould re-

fuse to yield her increase, and cleanness of teeth would
be in all our borders.

Is it a small thing for sin thus to affect the whole
creation ? The garden of Gethsemane knows, and Cal-

vary can tell, how sin hath affected even the great

Creator. Bread of life, why wast thou hungry ? Foun-
tain of life, why wast thou thirsty ? Why wast thou a.

man of sorrows, O thou Consolation of Israel ? Thou
glory of the human race, wherefore wast thou a re-

proach of men, and despised of the people ? Thy vi-

sage was more marred than any man, and thy fornt

than the sons of men. Sin nailed thee to the cross ;

sin stabbed thee to the heart ; sin, like a thick impen-
etrable cloud, eclipsed thy Father's countenance to

thy disconsolate soul ; sin laid thee in a grave, O
thou resurrection and the life !

Who would have believed, that the enemy would
have entered within the gates of the heavenly Jerusa.-

lem, pulled angels from their thrones, and brought e-

ven God himself from his high habitation, from excel-

lent glory, from ineffable joys, to poverty and reproach,

to sorrow and tribulation, and to the most inglorious

death !

O heavy burden ! under whose weight suoh mul-

titudes of creatures groan, which made the mighty
God, clothed Avith our flesh, to sweat great drops of

blood, though sinners walk lightly ou beneath the
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mighty load. @ dreadful plague ! formidable sick-

jsess ! not to be chased away by a less costly medi-
cine than the most precious blood of Christj by whose
stripes we are healed. O deadly poison ! even when
presented in a golden cup, and sweet unto the taste,

it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder,

and never fails to prove bitterness in the latter end.

—

Nor can it be expelled by any other way than lifting

up the Son of man, as Moses lifted up the serpent in

the wilderness. O mighty debt, whose paj^ments
could impoverish him, whose is the silver and the gold

;

who, " though he was rich, yet for our sakes became
poor, that we through his poverty might be made
rich !" ugly stain t O inveterate pollution ! not to

be washed av/ay by ail the rivers that run into the sea.

in vain we take unto us nitre and much soap ; in vain
we use our most vigorous endeavors to purge away our
blot. Sooner might the Ethiopian change his skin,

and the leopard his spots. The only Fuller that is e-

qual to this mighty work, is he who purges the con-

science from dead works, to serve the living God.

—

The blood of the Lamb is the only purgatory that

makes you whiter than the snow..

When, O when, shall I hate thee with a perfect

hatred, thou vrorse than death ? When shall I be afraid

of thee alone, and be ashamed of thee alone ? O thing

exceeding sinful ! When shall I be delivered from

thy abhorred dominion ? O when shall thy destructions

have a perpetual end ?

Oil 7nan''s extreme inisery hy sin.

WHO can refrain from tears, whose eye of rea-

son hath snatched but a cursory glance of mankind's

numerous woes ? Who but he whose heart is made of

stone, and is lost to every impression of benevolence ?

As the dancing spark flies upward, so man is born un-

to trouble. Unhappy creatures, that kept not yoir
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primeval state t Full early you revolted from your
Creator God, in whose smile alone your happiness
might dwell. The .sparkling crown of innocence is

fallen from your head. Hence all these fatal evils of

your race, i^h me ! what ghastly spectres are these ?

See moon-struck madness replenishing the melancholy
bedlam, and torturing despair, a terror to herself, and
all around her. See there oppression with iron hands,
and heart of steel

;
poverty with her hollow eyes, her

tattered garmerits, and sordid habitation ; and all the
family of pain, who tear the pillow fi'om beneath their

head, while sleep affrighted files from our eye-lids.

—

Shall I mention in the next place, drudgery v>ith her
grievous looks, toiling at the oar, or stooping under
the burden ? Alas ! with what laborious eftbrts do
mortals spend their vitals, to gain a wretched suste-

nance for themselves and their tender offspring, to be
defended from the guawiags of hunger, and the povrer

of chilling cold ?

What creatures are not armed against thee, O
man, who all espouse their Maker's quarrel ? There
ace, whom the angels of darkness harass with dreadful

temptations, and still more dreadful possessions.—The
angels of light loathe and detest such polluted beings,

and frequently have been the executioners of direful

vengeance. I might relate the numerous ills to which
we are exposed from the inhabitants of the air, the
beasts of the earth, and even the fishes of the sea.

—

How hateful to men the holiest race of scaly serpents,

hissing adders, ravenous lions, prowling wolves, hi-

deous and weeping crockadiies ? And even the puny
race of locusts and caterpillars have scourged guilty

nations for their crimes.

How frequently have fire and water, these ser-

viceable elements, made horrid insurrections, disas-

trous to the human race ? Populous cities, with g ilde

palaces and lofty temples, have smoked fiery ruins ;

aad, in old time, the dwellings of sinful men were
swept away by a watery inundation. In vain the

elirleking \Yretciies betook themselves for safety to the
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lofty battlements of houses, the tops of Iiighest trees,

or even the summits of the aerial mountains. Hear
Iiow the earth groans under the burden of thy sins

!

Here she spreads a barren wilderness, and idle desert ;

there lifts a frightful ridge of rocks, whence in many
places we look down with giddy horror. In some
countries she belches fire and smoke from dreadful
volcanoes, tremendous indeed to,all who hear, but
much more terrible to those who live in the neighbo-
ring city, or in the villages of the circumjacent plain.

Se it so that these awful phenomena of nature, aiid

others of like threatening aspect, bespeak not this our
globe to be the habitation of an accursed race ; what
shall we say to useless choking weeds, and poisonous
plants, of which she is a willing parent, whilst she
refuses to produce the foodful grain, unless when
much caressed and importuned ? How frequently she
disappoints our fond hopes, and baulks our expecta-
tions !

When she refuses to yield her increase, then it is

we have cleanness of teeth' in all our bordere, whil«
pale famine walks abroad with her evil arrows. The
staft* of bread is broken, and feeble man totters, and
falls, and dies.—At other times she expands her jaws,
and svv*allow3 up alive vast multitudes of rational be-

ings. Earthquake ! men tremble when thou art but
liamed ! Who can think of thee without horror ? O
w hat dire consternation in that dreadful moment !

—

Whither, ah ! whither can we fly from the doleful ca-

lamity ? Avert it, heaven. Execute not thy threaten-

ed vengeance upon these guilty lands, and our proud
metropolis. If thou hast a mind to punish us, O visit

v/ith some milder rod, some gentler minister of

v/rath.
' Not the earth alone, on which we tread, but the

£lr in which v.e live, aud move, and have our being,

proves dreadful to our wretched race. Sometimes she
summons her stormy winds, her roaring tempests, and
bids thejn shake the walls of stone, and da^sh (he wall-

built vessel OS the rock. Vain is the help oi tojgl^
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cables and tenacious ancliors. The mighty waters at
once receive the valuable cargo, and the despairing
mariners. How often is she infected with the wide-
wasting pestilence ? Then death's shafts fly thick, and
the hungry grave rejoices at the uncommon fare.

—

Yet, ugly monster ! she never says, it is enough.

—

But, with no greater calamity can you be visited, ye
Bons of men, than those which claim your own spe-

cies for their original. Fell are the monsters of the

Lybian deserts ! but not to be compared with the ab-

horred productions of the human heart. Hence match-
less killing envy, filthy slander ; hence persecution
with torturing engines, war with her odious din, and
bloody garments. How can you have peace among
yourselves, when warring v*ith your God ?

Nor is there any period of life wherein we are
exempted from wo. Not even the smiling infant is

secured against the most fatal disasters. The miseries

of childhood are apparent. Affliction spares not tne
blooming j'^outh, nor reverences the venerable old man.
Even age itself, what is it ? An hicurable disteinper,

always terminating in death. See bow the counte-

nance is shriveled up with wrinkles, the shoulders

stoop, the hands tremble, the strong men bow them-
selves, and they that look out of the windows are

darkened

!

Neither can any station or condition rescue from
these incumbent miseries. The rich, the honorable,

and they who SAvim in tides of pleasure, can bear wit-

ness. Why else would Ahab sicken for Naboth's
vineyard, and Haman lay so sore to heart the refrac-

tory behavior of Mordecai ? If treasured riches, if sen-

sual delights, added even to knowledge and wisdom,
could satisfy the liera't, then might thou, Solomon, en-

joyed a heaven upon earth, nor complained of vanity
and vexation, nor that he who encreaseth knowledge,
encreaseth sorrow. Alas ! even our greatest comforts
prove killing ; and far from issuing in contentment,
we still complain even iu large abundance of worldly
delights.
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V/hat shall we say then to these things ? Shiilf

wretched mortals abandon themselves to sullen sor-

ro\^^ and hopeless desperation ? Shall the world be

turned into a Bochim ? Is it a place where his mer-
cies are clean gone, and where he will be favorable no
more ? Are there not many footsteps of the divine be-

nignity, even in this our earthly mansion ? Doubtless

iliere are ; for he hath not left himself v/ithout a wit-

ness, that goodness is essential to his nature ; he bids

the earth teem with plenty, and the clouds drop with
vegetable fatness. There are pleasures of sight, of

smell, of taste, peculiar to the various seasons of the

revolving year. Many creatures are yet subservient

to our interest, and all th« elements are made to con-
tribute for our welfare. Far be it from high-favored

men, to despise the riches of the Almighty's goodness.
But, O ye everlasting joys, which the glorious gospel

reveals ! what thoughtful being would not be discon-

tented with such a world as this, without the conside-

ration of you ? The distant prospect of life and im-

mortality is able, and that alone, to reconcile the heart

to the visible economy of God. Even great and sore

affliction is deemed but light and vain, because it last*

but for a moment. Eternity apart, the miseries of
life would swallow up the joys. But now even these

devourers are buried in the capacious womb of vast e-

ternity.

Blessed be thy condescension, patient Son of

God, who disdained not to taste the bitter cup of grief;

grief not thy own, but ours. And blessed be that wis-

dom to whose glorious contrivance we are indebted
for the cup of consolation presented in the gospel,

which we may drink, and remember our misery no
more.—By various ways the sons of men hath tried

to extricate themselves from the lamented consequents
of their fall. Games and recreations, arts and sci-

ences, yea, many false religions have been invented
for this end. Miserable comforters are they all ! Chris-

tianity, it is thine alone to chatse our gloom of thought,

and wipe away our tears f while by thee we are di-
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rected to dart our thoughts beyond this transitory
world, this inconsiderable speck of time, unto the eter-

nal scene, which shall commence when the last trum-
pet shall be sounded ;. we no more repine at the ap-'

pearance of wo, nor think " our light affliction worthy
to be compared v/ith that glory that is to be revealed ^

while we look not at the things that are seen ; for the
things that are seen are temporal, but the things that

ai-e not seen are eternal."

On the inevitable misery of the nicked.

BUT there shall be no reward to the evil man.—

-

No reward, did I say ? Nay, if God be just, then " he
will render indignation and wrath, tribulation and an-

guish, to every soul of man that doth evil, without re-

spect of persons." To him belongeth vengeance.

—

Though patience may delay, though clemency may
mitigate, though mercy, grace, and wisdom, may trans-

fer the punishment to the person of a Surety
;
yet

still his wrath must be revealed against all unrigh-

teousness and ungodliness of men.
Doth not even nature herself teach us, that sin

and punishment are most inviolably connected ? For,

even barbariatis could infer, when they saw a viper

fasten upon the hand of a person whom they knew not,

after he had escapetl a dismal shipwreck ;
" Certainly

this man was a murderer ; for vengeance suffereth him
not to live." How often are the wicked consumed with
fearful terrors, when they can be under no apprehen-
sion of punishment from men ? For they know that

it is " the judgment of God, that they who do such
things are worthy of death." Whence are we struck

with tremblmg at any uncommon appearances of na-

ture ? If a storm of thunder and lightning torments

the air ? If the sun labors in an eclipse ? If a gla-

ring comet waves his banner over the nations ?

—

Whence the terror of apparitions ? Whence the fore-
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bodings of misery after death ? Whence the preraiT-

ing opinion, even among the ancient Jews, that death

was to be the consequence of an extraordinary ap-

pearance of the Deity ? Is it not because we are in-

solvent debtors that we dread the face of our injured

creditor ? Is it not because we are traiterous rebels

we abhor the presence of our offended sovereign ?-—

Therefore, with Adam, we hide ourselves from the

presence of tbe Lord. And with the widow of Zare-

phath, we are ready to think, that whatever is more
than common, is a messenger of the Lord of hosts to

slay us, and bring our sin to remembrance.
Oft times the guilty conscience will create unto

itself imaginary horrors, and sinners are in great fears,

where no fear is, while they are apt to say, with Cain,

Every one that meeteth me^ will slay me. What nations

under heaven have not attested the truth of this, while

they have appeased their gods with bloody expiatory

sacrifices ? And (horrid to relate !) their altars have
reeked even v/ith human gore : the fruit of the body
has been given for the sin of the soul ! Whether the

dreadful custom may be derived from the mangled tra-

dition of Abraham offering up Isaac ; or, whether our

adversary the devil would, by stirring them up to

«uch abominations, insult over the guilt of their con-

sciences, and blindness of their hearts, by aping the

sacrifice of Christ, hereby intending to discredit the

glorious method of salvation : one thing is certain,

that mankind, degenerate as they were, did really

judge, that an expiation was necessary to be made>
and that he rvill by no means clear the guilty.

And however much their foolish heart Was das-

kened, as to the manner of propitiating the Deity, yet
certainly the necessity of it ie one of the dictates of
nature. For, could we suppose, that a sinning crea-

ture should escape the righteous judgment of God,
and feel no effects of his displeasure ; how could it ap-

pear that he were a God of purer eyes than to behold

iniquity ? Would there not be too much reason to

say, " every one that doth evil is good in the sight of
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{he Lord, and he delighteth in them, and wher^ is the

God of judgment ?" How could his lordship and do"

minion over the world be maintained, should he for-

bear to punish the violators of his law ? Is it impos«
iBible he can be divested of his sovereign rule, or that

his creatures can throw off all mortal dependence up*,

on him that made them ? So it is impossible but the

order of punishment must succeed, when the order of

obedience is disturbed : and they who burst the bands
of the law, must of necessity be bound in the chords

of affliction. Consiikr this, and be afraid, \)c that for-

get God. While a method is not fallen upon to ap-

pease incensed justice, and separate sin from your
soTils ; if God be the righteous judge of all the earth

;

if God be the Lord of the creatures ; if God be bles-

fjed, (O tremble to think it !) you must be miserable.
As the fire devours the chaff, as the flame consumes
the stubble; so must you perish at his presence.

But let us hearken to the sacred oracles on this

interesting subject. " Search ye out of the book of
the Lord, and see that every disobedience receives a
just recompence of reward." The flames of Sodom,
the waters of Noah, the torments of hell, the sufier-

ings of Christ, bear witness unto this. O sin, thou
hast kindled a fire that will burn to the bottom oi the

mountains !
" Behold, he will come with fire, and

with his chariots, as a whirlwind, to render his anger
with fury, and his rebukes with flames of fire : for, by
fire, and with his sword, will the Lord plead with all

flesh ; and the slain of the Lord sljall be many." Nor
can we reasonably blame the bowels of the Deity be-

cause he taketh vengeance ; for, according to Moses,
it is a branch of his goodness, that he rvill by no means
clear the guilty. According to Joshua, it is because

he is a holy God that be will not forgive our transgres-

sions. According to David, it is because the right-

eons Lord loveih righteousness, that he will rain upon
the ^vicked snares, fire, and hrlnistcnc, and a burning

tempest, the portiou of their cup.
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But, especially, had it been an indifferent thing

with God to punish or not to punish the guilty, who
can persuade us that he who afflicts not willinfrly nor
grieves tJie children of men^ would take such pleasure

in bruising his only begotten son, whom he loved ?

—

Was he without necessity exposed to such direful suf-

ferings ? Nay : for God hath set him forth to be a pro-

pitiation^ to dtclare—^his love. True ; but to declare

also his righteousness in the remission of sin^ and that

he mail he just.

Bleesed be that matchless grace and wisdom, that

has provided a lamb for a burnt sacrifice ;—that has

found a ransom ;—that has opened a city of refuge ;

—

that has reconciled mercy, and truth, and righteous-

ness with peace. O that that gracious Redeemer,
without whose kindly interposition we had better been
crushed in the very bud of being, might forever live

in our hearts, might forever be esteemed above all o-

ther beloveds, might forever be the reigning subject in

our thoughts, both when we wake and when we sleep

!

" If we forget thee, O blessed Jesus, then let our

right hand forget her cunning. If we do not remem-
ber thee, let our tongues cleave to the roof of our

mouths ; if we prefer not thee above our chief joy ;"

O ! let us never drink that as water, which cost the

effusion of thy blood ! Let us never have that sweet in

our mouth which tendered to thj' lips the vinegar and
gall ! Let us never rejoice in that which made thee

exceeding sorrowful ! nor bless ourselves in that which
subjected thee to the curse ! nor live in that for which
thou died !

On Cknsfs dging* in the stead of shiners, to tnake full

satisfaction for their iransgressians.

THAT Christ died for his people, not merely for

their gooO, but in their room and place, is a fuudameli-

^See note in page 25,
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tal artieie of ovs holy religion, and a grand peciiliarily

of the gospel ; though regarded by many as only a

speculative point, and by many traduced as a sense-

less absurdity, inconsistent with reason, and the per-

fections of the Deil3^ And here I must confess, that

if we v;ere not to attend to the sacred oracles as our

rule ; if we were not solely contlucled in our resear-

ches by the light of nature and reason, our cause is

lost. For, though the doctrine itself is not contrary

to sound reason, it is the mystery of his will, which is

hid from the \\ ise and prudfeht, and which would ne-

ver have entered into our thoughts, if God had not

been pleased to reveal it. Let us go to the law and

testimony ; and, according to the observation of a ve-

ry eminent divine, the death of Christ is exhibited in

three capital views ; as a price, a punishment, and as

a sacrifice. And it will, from every one of these, ap-

pear, with the brightest evidence, that the death of

Christ Avas a true and proper satisfaction in the room
-of his elect people.

Let us begin AVith it as a price, Nov/, what is a

price ? A price is a valuable compensation of one

thing for another. A slave is redeemed from captivi-

ty, a debtor from' prison, when some gracious redee-

mer procures their liberty, by giving some crjuivalent

to the person by whom they are detained. We are

debtors ; we cannot pay unto God what we are ov.ing.

We are captives, and ".ve cannot hasten to be loosed.

NOTE.

* The death of Christ includes net only his svffer-

ino-s^ but his obedience. The shedding of his precious

blood was at once the grand instance of his sufferings

and the finishing act of his obedience. In this view it is

considered, and thus it is interpreted by his own ambassa'

dor, who, speaking of his divine Master, says, " he was
obedient unto death, even the death of tlie cross.'^ Phil,

ii, 8. Hervey's Dial. vol. IL p. 47.
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sum we vrere owing, and says to the prisoners, Go
forth. Will we not believe an apostle when he tells

us, t/c are not yciir onm ; ye are bought rdth a price ?—
Would you know what this price is ? Another apos-

tle will tell; "ye are not redeemed with corruptible

things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood

of Christ." Now, though it be true that there is a re-

demption by power mentioned in the scripture, yet,

redemption by irrice is the only proper redemption

;

and we cannot reasonably doubt but redemption by
price is the meaning of the most remarkable texts of

scripture, where CJhrist is characterised by this lovely

t'enominatioii. V/hat hath he obtained for us by his

death ? Eternal redanptimi, Reb. ix. 12. What have

we through his blood ? Redemption and forgiveness of
xiuy Eph. i. 7. What is Christ made unto us of God ?

Sanctification and redemption., 1 Cor. i. 30. What did

they look for that expected the coming of the Mes-
sias ? Redemption in Israel, Luke ii. 28. Even Job
could say, I know that my Redeemer liveth, chap. xix.

25. We sold ourselves for nought, and we are re-

deemed without money of our own. The redemption

of the soul was too precious to be effected by our im-

poverished stock.—But we are not redeemed ^vithout

money to the Lord Jesus, jvho gave himselffor us, to

redeem ^is from all iniquity. The ransom was paid

down, the price beyond all price; a sum too large for

the arithmetic of angels to compute.—Let the adver-

saries bring forth their strong reasons. If, say they,

the death of Christ v>'as a proper price, it was paid to

the devil, whose captives we were. No ; it was
paid to God, whose captives we were ; the devil was
only his slave, jailor, and executioner. But, say they,

if it was paid to God, it was paid by Christ to himself.

And, where is the absurdity here? It is true a man
canjiot satisfy himself as to a money-debt, by giving

money to himself that another ow^es him ; yet, as to a

criminal debt, there is nothing to hinder a just judge,

even among men, to satisfy his own law, by submit-

ting to what it requires. Nor does this gospel doc-
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dy tyrant, that will let no prisoners ao, unless he can
get great riches for their ransom. For, our price did

net enrich him, but only paved the way for our being
released to the honor of his justice.

Next, let us consider it as <i punishment , A pun-
ishment is never innicled by a just governor, except
upon transgressors of the law ; for, " to punish the

jnst is not good." It is for the punishment of evil-

doers that magistrates are set up by God. Now, if

the death of Christ was a punishment, it must una
voidably follow, that it was vicaricjs. Why vrouldst

thou, O heavenly Father, command the sword of jus-

tice to awake and smite the man that is thy Fellow ?

Burely it Avas not for his own fault ; for " he did no
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth." Even Pi-

late acquitted him, and Judas absolved him. Why
then did the almighty Sovereign of heaven permit
such an innocent person to be put to death ? Why
did not i\\e thunders awake ? Lo ! here the mystery
is unfolded : he died, " the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God. He was cut off, but not for

himself ; for the transgression of my people was he
smitten."—Let insolent cavillers object, that it de-

grades our Messiah, to regard him in the light of an
executed felon ; the lower the humiliation, the deeper
is the love.

Lastly, that Christ died in the room and stead

of his people, appears from its being called a sacrifice.

Who knows not that our Redeemer is often styled a

higii priest ? His human nature was the victim, his

divine nature the altar, his body was the taberna-

cle. Who knows not, that the legal high priests did

bear the sins of the people ?—And because they could

not atone for the people, by laying down their own
lives, they offered bullocks, goats, lambs, and sheep.

Wliatever absurd accounts our ancient and modern
Socinians have invented of the meaning of sacrifices

of expiation, most certainly the language of them was,

O Lord, I have sinned ; I deserve to die ; but, I be-

seech thee, let thine anger fall on this my victim, or
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on that which is signified by it ; and be merciful to

me a sinner.—Thus God was ceremoniaHy appeased,

sin, was expiated, and the Israelite was forgiven.

The 2!nic7i hdivixt Chrisi and believers,

THE siigeriiig Redeeiuer bad now resigned his

breath, after he had implored the divine forgiveness to

his bloody njurderers, and with an amazing loud cry,

commended his departing spirit into the hands of his

heavenly Father, who shewed it the path of life. A
scene it was, which nature trembled to behold. The
sun called in his rays, and mourned in sackcloth.. The
temple rent her vail, to testify at once her indignation,

and that the way into the holiest of all was now
made manifest. And even the rocks, the flinty rocks,

upbraided with the hardness of their hearts the unpi-

tying toriiientors of the Lord of glory. Lo ! there he
hangs a lifeless corpse ! A wealthy di&ciple obtains a
warrant to perform the last kindly otnces. The man-
gled body is wrapped in fine linen, and decently in-

terred. In vain you seal the stone, and appoint a
watch : still these remains are the body of Christ, and
the peculiar care of heaven, which shall not see cor-

riiption. For, the third day shall ye see him arising

from the bed of death ; and what is nov/ sown in dis-

.

liQiior, shall be raised in glory.

So, just so, the elect, who are chosen in Christ.

from all everlasting, even while dead in trespcsseg

and bins, and lying in the grave of the corrupt natural

state, are regarded by God as the body to v.hich he
was federally united in the council of peace. Was it

impossible for the fleshly part of the Redeemer to see

putrefaction in the grave, and to remain under his

gloomy povver forever ? Equally impossible it i?

those should pine away in their iniquities, who are

Christ's dead men j whom he has loved with aueyer-
la^ting love.
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Within two davs he shall revive them, the third

day he shall raise them up, and they shall live in his

sight. According to the gracious promise, by the

mouth oi; the prophet Isaiah, they shall not always re-

jnain in the congregalion of the dead. " For thus

saith the Lord, thy dead men shall live, together with
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye
that dwell in the dust."

A federal union there is in scripture reckoning,

between the Lord Jesus, and those who a,re predesti-

nated unto life. An union which commences not on-

ly before they are born into the world of grace, but

before they were born into the world of nature. Be-
fore they were born, did I say ? Nay, it is an union
ancient as eternity itself; and grace was given them
in Christ before the world began. With him they

w ere crucified ; with him they died ; with him* they
descended into the grave : v, hen he rose from the

dead, they also did arise ; when he ascended on high,

they also ascended, and sat down with him in heaven-

ly places. Yet still this blessed connection with the

glorious Surety is a secret reserved in the breast of

God ; and they are by nature the children of wrath,

even as others, until, in tlie day of conversion, they
are actually united unto Christ by a mystical implan-

tation.

In the worlds of nature and art, there are found

many conjunctions ; and which of them is not sum--

moned by the Spirit of God to shadow forth this su-

pernatural one ? As the body is joined to the gar-

ments which it wears, to the head with which it is a-

dorned, to the soul wherewith it is animated ; as the

mother to the child conceived in the womb; as the

root to the branches; as the foundation to the super-

structure; as the husband to the wife; so is Christ

unto believers. They have put him on as a garment;
they are knit together, they are nourished, they in-

crease by him as a head, w ith the increase of God.

—

He is their life ; it is not they that live, but Christ li-

veth in them. He is formed in their hearts. In him-
c 2
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they are rooioil as branches m the vine, built up as
lively stones npon a living loanilation. Great is the-

nearness of the husband and wife, wlien they are no
more twain but one Hesh ; but still more elose is this:

connection ; for, " he that is joined to the Lord, is

one spirit."

Does any one of these similitudes convey but an
im])errect idea of this mysterious unity, let (he iv-

juaining ones contribute tlieir help to aid your appre-
lienslous. But, after all, they fall infinitely short of
the thing they are intended to aduuibrate. And
therefore the wisdom of God compares it to an union,
by Avhich imleed it is intinitely transcended. In be-

half of his beloved people, he prays the Father, that

thei/ 172(11/ be one, saUh he, in us, a.s thou, Father, art in

iney and I iri thee ; John xvii. 21.—It is true, they are

not joined unto the Redeemer by such an essential

conjunction as is betwixt the sacred persons of the-

Godhead ; nor by such a personal union as is between,
the eternal Sou and his teQn,)oral humanity. It is not
an nnition of persons in one nature, like the former;
nor of natures in one })erson, like the latter ; but an
union of a multitude of persons, not merely unto the

doctrine of Christ, iK)t merely unto the grace of Christy

but the person of Christ, considered not as God only,.

not £s man only, but as God-man.
They are indeed linked together by the bonds of

government and subjection, and by the ties of strong-

est friendship; that, is of apolitical, and this, of a

jnoral kind. , But sliall we say tlie mysterious expres-

sions \j-e mentioned above, denote no more but this ?

Believers are joined to Christ by the bands of goveru-

me^nt and friendship. Does the Spirit of God then

wraj) up the plainest things in the darkest phraseolo-

gies ? Is this to the honor of the scriptures ? No :—
that be far from the Spirit of vnsdom and revelation;

\he perfection of the sr.cred oracles. It is not the

dark phrases, but the sublime and heavenly thing, of

which the apostle of the Gentiles is- discoursing, when
he says, this is a great mi/sicri' ; I speak concerning:

Chrisi and the chirch.
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Spirit and faith are the bonds ; the law and the gospel

are the instrumeats 5 the sacraments of divine institu-

tion are the seals, in this mysterious coalition. Mys-
terious indeed, which shall not be thoroughly ajipre-

hended, but in tho light of glory. For thus the pro*

niise runs :
" In that day shall ye know tliat I am in

the Father, and the Father in me ; and I in you, an<l

you in me."
A mystery thin, worthy to be contemplated of

angels and arch-angels. Angels see, but saints expe-

rience it. It is one of the deep things of God, which
the natural man receiveth not ; and even the spiritual

man is unable to comprehend it. But shall it there-

lore be rejected as incredible, w hen it is only incom-
prehensible ? Christians- believe greater mysteriee

than this; and without all peradventure, the less is

confirmed by the greater. And j)hilosophers acknow-
ledge the reality of uniofis, for which they cannot ac-

count.

But, ! thrice happy they who are thus joined

unto the Lord, and found in Christ, not having theiy

own righteousness ! They are called by his name,
they are partakers of his fulness, and in all their atilic-

tions he is afflicted. Though he resides in heavenly
places, and they are sojourners on the earth ; yet are

they blessed in him with all spiritual blessings. You
trample upon the toe, the head cries out, whij persecu-

test thou me ? But when you clothe his naked, and
feed his hungry members, he deems you did it to him-

self. I was hungry^ and ^e gave me meat ; naked, and
ye clothed me.

Let supercilious, puny mortals, regard v/ith con-

tempt, or cold indifference, the saints of the Most
High ; but, O ! let my delights be with you, ye excel-

lent of the earth. Christ is not ashamed to call you
brethren ; God is not ashamed to call himself your
God. A mor^ exalted honor this, than to wear an
imperial crown, and fill \he throne oi tjie whole earth I

—To you there is no condemnation, Dor falling totai-
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fy away; you are the members of Clri'ist, therefore he*
knows your wants

;
you are the body of Christ, there-

fore he will supply them. Christ is your head, he
will cleanse your defilenientB ; Christ is your head, he
v/ill cure your diseases. What though you be in po-
verty ?—you are in Christ. What though yoii be in

reproach ?—you are in Christ. Let death divide your
souls and bodies; let the grave calcine your bones;
let the four winds war for your dust

;
your vital union

with Christ shall still remain. When you shall render

up the ghost, you die in the Lord ; and when you de-

scend into the peaceful grave, your dust shall sleep in

Jesus. Can any force, can any fraud, find means to

enter into the heaven of heavens ; and pluck an eye>

or tear a limb from the glorified humanity of the ex-

Bi^ted Redeemer ? And even in the days of his humi-
liation, the soldiers could not break his bones, because
they saw he was already dead. For so it was fore-

told, in ancient prophecy, a bone of kim shall net be

broken. But ye are kept as the apple of his eye ; ami
are the members of his body, of his flesh, and of his •

bones.

ON TRUSTING IN GOD.

HE that trusts in the Lord with all his heart,

does not indeed expect, that God will do that for him
which he has never promised; far less that he will be
favorable unto him, in what is contrary to his revea-

led will. But, first, he sees that his matters are good
and right ; and then he commits the keeping of his

soul unto the faithful Creator ; who is a buckler to

them alone that walk uprightly.

If he is called of God to any difScuIt duty, for

which he finds himself unequal, lie persuades himself

that God will command his strength, and work in him
both to will and to do of his good pleasure ^r. and out

of weakness Ue is made strong.
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He will not indeed presume on the divine protec-^

tion, when rushing headlong into dangers, evidently
foreseen, without necessity ; as though the Almighty
ivere obliged to suspend for him the laivs of nature,
and be prodigal of his miraculous operations. For e-

ven the Son of God himself would not tempt his lo-

ving Father, by casting himself down from the pinna-
cle ; though, as the bold impostor told him, the angels
had in charge to keep him in all his ways. But let

him hear the voice of God and conscience ; this is tlte

7vay, walk ye in it ; though he should pass through
fire and water, he laughs at fear ; and is not greatly

moved by the most ghastly appearances of danger. ^^

—

Though war should rise against him ; and death, with
sable wings, should hover round his head

;
yet will he

fear no evil. For '' thou wilt keep him in perfect

peace, O God ! whose mind is stayed on thee, be-

cause he trusteth in thee."

The perfections of the Godhead are the chambers
of safety wherein he hides himself. That everlasting

strength, for which nothing is too difficult ;—that
matchless goodness that extends itself even to the

birds of the air, and lilies of the field ;—that perfect

immutability that excludes all variableness and sha-

dow of turning ;—that inviolable veracity by which it

is impossible for God to lie ;—that exact omniscience

from which no want can be hid ;—that incomprehen-
eible wisdom which can make all things work togeth-

er for his own glory, and our good ;—the promises of

the word, and all (he experiences of the saints ; these

are his sure foundations on which he builds his trust.

If he himself has found the eternal God his re-

fuge, experience worketh hope. As he hath delivered,

and doth deliver, he trjists in God, that he will yet

deliver. If he has recourse to his own experiences,

and finds no light from that quarter, he searches out

of the book of the Lord, and finds, that never were the

righteous forsaken. If friends proved faithless, or una-

ble to atiord him any relief in the day of calamity,

finemies shall befriend. Evea Pbilisiiues aad Chal-
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deans shall intreat him well in the evil day. Did all

human relief fail, and vain was the help of man ; then

God has made a friendly covenant for him with the

beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fishes

of the sea. Ravens shall feed him, bears shall avenge
Ms quarrel, and monsters of the deep aftbrd a safe re-

treat. Fishes have supplied his wants ; and dogs
have proved physicians to his sores.—If the animal'

creation failed, the dead and lifeless creatures have
come into his interests. The roaring waves
divide to give him passage ; and for his sake the

fierce element of fire forgets his burning power. If

neither men, nor beasts, nor elements appeared to his

aid ; numbers of mighty angels encamp around, and
deliver him. But chiefly God has been a never-fai-

ling refuge, when neither friends,—nor foes,—nor
beasts,—nor elements,—nor angels,—nor tiny other

creature have interposed for their safety. " Thou
hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the

needy in his distress ; a refuge from the storm, a sha-

dow from the heat, when the blast of terrible ones
was a storm against the wall.^'

Whilst he, by this believing confidence, gives glo-

ry to God, a full reward is given by the God of Israel,

under whose wings he trusts. No anxious cares a-

bout this world's good things ; no dispiriting fears a-

bout its evil things, shall be able to disturb his repose.

He is careful for nothing that can befal his mortal bo-

dy, his civil reputation, or his v/orldly accommoda-
tions. Having devolved all his cares upon the great

Jehovah, commended to him his present and his fu-

ture interests, he lies down, and his sleep is sweet un-
to him. His flesh shall rest in hope, even in the clay-

cold bed of the grave. His righteousness is brought
forth as the light. Surely the Lord will make perfect

what concerneth him. " O Lord God of hosts, blesser

is the uiau that trusteth in thee !"
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NOR is it less our duty to trust In thee, O al-

mighty Savior of sinners, who savest us not by bow,
nor by sword, nor by battle, nor by horses, nor by
horsemen, nor by might and power ; but by thy blood
w hich thou shed, and by the Spirit which thou pourest

down. " Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I

righteousness and strength." For he shall be enabled
to discern all other grounds of trust to be but arms of

flesh ;—but lies and vanities ;—but spider's webs ;

—

but perishing gourds ;—but foundations that shall be
overthrown with a flood ,• whilst he that puts his trust

in the Lord shall be safe, and shall inherit his holy
mountain.

Though his distinguished privileges should be
like those of Capernaum, that was exalted up into

heaven, he confides not in the temple of the Lord, but

in the Lord of the temple.^—Though he could boast an
illustrious descent from the venerable Abraham ; or

<laini kindred, according to the flesh, with Jesus Christ

himself ; he Vvould not on that account think himself

entitled to the tlivine regard.-—Though he should find

much worldly substance ; he " will not say to gokl,

thou art my hope ; nor to fine gold, thou art my confi-

dence ;" as though the Almighty would esteem his

riches, or as though they could be profitable in fhe day
of his wrath.—Though he should equal Heman in the

deepness of his exercise, and Paul in the abundance of

i'evelation ; he v/ould not reckon it expedient for him
to glory.—Though, for the cause of Christ, he should

even pour his blood
;
yet by the blood of the Lajnb

would he overcome
;
yet in the blood of the Lamb,

(and not his own) would he wash his robes, and make
them white.—Though his gifts should be eminent, his

knowledge clear and extensive : though in the sweet-

ness of ins natural temper he should be like a Moses ;

-and a Paul in the blamelessaess of his life, touching
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the righteousness of the law ; though his profession

were ever so strict, and his reputation ever so fair :—

•

in a ivord, though he should shed manj- tears, pour ma-
ny prayers, endure many hardships, make many aows,
form many resolutions, and exert the most vigorous

endeavors in v/orking out his own salvation : yet ail

these things he counts but loss and dung, that he may
win Christ, and be found in him. Though the saving

grace of God should be implanted in his heart, he is

not strong in the grdce , that is in himself, but in the

grace that is in Christ Jesus. His justifying merit is

the alone ground of his confidence for the pardon of

his guilt ; his sanctifying Spirit, for the vanquishing

the power of his inbred corruption. All other confr-

xlences he rejects, because the Lord hath rejected

them. No tempest shall be able to batter down his

walls ; his foundation never shall be razed ; his confi-

dence shall never be rooted out of his tabernacle, but

shall have a great recompence of reward, O " blessed

is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope
the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the

river, and ehall not see when heat cometh ; but

her leaf shall be green, and shall not wither in the

year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding

fruit."

OK IMITATING CHRIST.

THE imitator of Jesus Christ is onfe, who, being
interested in him as his propitiation, cannot but choose
lo follow him as his pattern ; for he knows, that though
it be not the only or principal end why the Son of

Ood was manifested; it is, however, a very conside-

rable part of his errand, in visiting these regions of

mortality, to give us a fair transcript, and a living co-

py of ail those graces and duties that are pleasing un-

to God, and that are commanded in the law. Re re«
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verences, indeed, the footsteps of the 8ock ; and bles-

ses God for the holy examples of living and dead

saints ? which are noble incentives to piety, and a de-

vout conversation. But still he regards the holiest

examples of living and dead saints, as but imperfect

models of duty ; some of their actions being evidently

sinful, and others of them doubtful and suspicious.

—

Jesus Christ he considers as the only finished pattern

of obedience ; in whose presence Moses is not meek,

Solomon is not wise. Job is not patient, David is not

upright, Abraham is not strong in faith, Elijah is not

zealous, and Paul, the laboring apostle, is not diligent.

His fellow-saints, and those Avho have gone before him,

may indeed surpass him in what he actually attains

unto, but not in vvhat he aims at. He knows, that the

finer the copy is, the fairer will be the learner's hand

;

therefore he sets the Lord alway before him.—To fol-

low the steps of Christ alone, is far more eligible, in

his esteem, than to go in the way of the world, or fol-

low the multitude to do evil. And how can it be o-

therwise, when he considers, that the example of

Christ is the example of his best friend, his glorious

head, his great Lord and master, his leader and com-
mander, the shepherd and bishop of his soul, the cap-

tain of his salvation, and the author of his high and
heavenly calling ?

He reckons it a far more glorious and honorable

attainment to resemble his blessed Savior in holiness,

and obedience to the will of God, than though he
could be like him in the power of working miracles ;

a power v/hich has been, in some measure, imparted
to the workers of iniquity.

These most invaluable books, the gospels of Ivlat-

thew, Mark, Luke, and John, that contain the sacred

memoirs of the life of Jesus, he prefers before all other

biography. These venerable histories he peruses

night and day; not merely with the eye of a critic,

that he may understand their sense and discover their

beauties ; but, with the eye of a painter, who gazes at

a fine picture, that he may imitate the artist's delicate

designs, that he may go and do likewise.

D
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In all places, companies, duties, and emergencies,
he labors to consider with himself, how would my
Lord and Savior, were he in my place, acquit himself
on this occasion ? V/ould he do this or that ? Would
he allow it to be done ?

There are many actions of the man Christ Jesus
which were performed by him, as a human creature,
in conformity to the moral law, which are to be imita-
ted in the letter of them. If he obej^ed his parents,
prayed to his God, forgave his enemies, paid tribute

to Cassar, despised no man for his poverty, esteemed
Ko man for his wealth; if he pleased not himself, nor
sought his own glory ; if he was heavenly in his dis-

course, cheerful in his obedience, unwearied in his ap-

plication to his work, and mortified to the world in

the v» hole tenor of his conversation : these are branch-
es of his behavior, in which the servant of Christ fol-

lows him in the most literal sense, though at a hum-
ble distance ; not as Asahel followed Abner, but as

Peter followed his Master, afar oflf. These duties are
not only incumbent upon him by the authority of the
precept, but are sanctified unto him, are rendered
sweet and easy, by the example of the Lord.

But tliere are other actions of Christ, in which he
acted as God : he fasted forty days, he judged the

hearts of the Pharisees, he took the ass of another man
to ride upon, as if it had been his own ; he scourged
the buyers and sellers out of the temple ; he foretold

future events, and performed a great number of mira-

cles. To imitate these in the letter of them, the

christian knows very well, is utterly impossible : and
to attempt it absolutely unlawful. But, though the

matter of them is only proposed to his faith, the

spirit of them or the mind with which he did them,

is also proposed to his imitation. His taking upon
him the form of a servant, when he was in the form of

God, and his giving himself a sacrifice unto God of a

sweet-smelling savour ; though for the matter of them,

they are actions utterly incapable of imitatioa : yet,
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even these high acts, in the true spirit of them, the

christian will endeavor to transcribe, by a humble and

condescending behavior, and by v/alking in love, aa

Christ also loved him.

—

As John the baptist did go

before the Messiah in the spirit and povvcr oi Elias ;

though there was a great difference betwixt the indi-

vidual actions of these two great men : so he goes in

the power and spirit of Christ, notvrlthstanding the

huge distance that must always be between the Sa-

vior and the saint.

He may, as his Lord and plaster, be exposed to

calumnies of every kind : but at last his righteousness

is brought forth as the light ; and even when he gains

not the applause of the tongue, he wins the approba-

tion of the heart. If any human thing coiiid reclaim

an ungodly sinner, it would be the conversation of

him who imitates the life of Christ. Here even the

carnal man beholds the reality of religion brought

home to his very senses, and the power of his lusts is

assaulted with holy violence. As Christ is the visible

image of the invisible God ; so is this man the visible

image of Christ, whom the world seeth no Tnore, be-

cause " the heavens must contain him until the time

of the restitution of all things."

ON FAITH.

HAPPY the man who lives in mortal gesh a life

of faith upon the Son of God ; though he dwells not
in the gilded palace, he has the Most High for his ha-

bitation. Though his food be homely, he fares deli-

ciously every day upon the hidden manna. For, O
that noble gift of God ! he in whose heart she dwells,

is at once possessed of riches, and honors, and plea-

sures. Let others curiously dispute where she resides,

in what faculty, in the understanding or the will ; be
it my exalted privilege to have her formed in my soul.

The mountains may depart ; the hills may be remo-



10

Tetl ; the solid earili, nith the surrouiKling heavens^
may pass away : but her foundations are everlasting.

Sooner shall chaos come again, and God deny himself

;

sooner shall the natural and the moral Avorld be tossed
into confusion, than that should fail by which slie is

supported. Great is that revenue of glory she brings
imto our God, whether she trembles at the threaten-
ing, or relies upon the promise, which he hath spoken
in his holiness ; but most of all vrhen her main object
CJhrist is before her eyes, as the Saviour from sin and
ivrath, V/hen angels circle tlie throne of God with
Jieavenly anthems, and yield the most unspotfed obe-

dience to the divine law, they glorify their Maker.

—

But when by her the guilty self-condemned wretch,
ilevolves upon the Lord the burden of innumerable
-sins, and trusts for pardon of them all, this is glory to

God in the highest. Though each obediential act is

for the praise of God, and glorifies some one ]jcrfec-

lion of his nature, it is hers to render him the glory of

ihem all.

As reason is superior to sense, so faith has the

pre-emin®nce over reason. Be reason reverenced in

matters that fall nithin her sphere ; but when she

ventures into deeps of God, the seas where faith has
all the sovereignty, vrhen acting like herself, she low-

ers her sails. As sense woald seem to tell us many
things which reason contradicts, so faith v.ill rectify

the fond mistakes of reason : nor ought she to be dis-

f-atisfied. Faith only shuts the eye of reason, not

jucks it out. Nor these alone submit themselves be-

fore this noble grace ; even others her fellow virtues

do obeisance. Though, as a gracious qualitjs she

stands upon a level with tlie rest ; yet, as an instru-

lueiit, she far excels in glory. She cannot boast iu'

(j'eed of her intrinsic worth, but of the post of honor

which she fills by heaven's appointment. She only is

the general receiver of all the blessings of the gospel.

By her we call heaven's rich unfathomable mines our

own. Because she humbleth herself, therefore hath

God highly exalted her, and given ber a name above
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every grace. Even charity herself is only greater in

duration : for, she abideth when faith shall fail, as to

its actings ; and die like Moses, in the mount. Such
is her humble nature, that even the jealous God, who
will not give his glory to another, even he is faund to

give his glory unIB her. We are saved by faiUi ; we
'drejustified byfaith. She faithfully returns the glory-

to her object. He has regarded the low e&tate of his

handmaid, because himself has said, them tlat honor

me, I ivill honor.

Though weak in herself, she is strong in tl;p Lord ;

her very weakness is her strength. She overcomes
the devil, and the world, and the flesh. She binds u[>

the arm of vengeance, and wields the arm of Omnipo-
tence. The creature is not able to resist lier ; and
the Creator will not. She says unto this mountain
of difficulty, " be thou removed, and cast into the sea."

She subdues kingdoms of lusts : quenches the violence

of the fire of wrath; stops the mouth of the infernal

lion ;, and escapes the edge of the sword of angry jus-

tice. When other graces quit the field, her own arm
brings salvation. What shall I say more 1' Jf thou

canst believe, all thitigs are possible.

Such is her strength, no wonder slie is as bold as

a lion ; though timorous and distrustful of the crea-

ture. Confiding in the Lord, she is not afraid to ven-

ture into the holiest of all. She plays upon the hole

of the asp, and thrusts her hand into the cocatrice's

den. O death, where is thy sting ? she says with bohn

defiance. When presumptuous unbelievers are buried

in the mighty waters, like the Egyptian host, she

passes through the foaming waves triumphant. There
is none like her in all the earth ; who is made with-

out fear ?

Though poor in herself, she makes many rich with
the treasures of eternity. She is not afraid of the

snow for her household, for all her household are cloth-

ed in the scarlet robes of everlasting righteousness.

—

Justly she is denominated preciousfaith, when she in-

terests us in precious promises; and applies unto the

conscience precious blood.

d2
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There are indeed who think her blind and head-

long ;
yet is she a sharp sighted grace. She compre-

hends the love of Christ that passeth knowledge, doc-

trines which to the natural man are foolishness, and e-

Tents that have no present existen^, are realized bjr^^^

her. " She is the evidence of things not seen, the^*

substance of things hoped for," though ever so remote
in time or place. She is a kind of second sight, not

merely to behold spectacles of horror, ghosts and ap-

paritions ; but the King in his beauty, the land that

is afar -off, the things that are not seen, that are e-

ternal.

It is true, her strength is to sit still, to look on
while the Lord himself doth wonderously. Like the

lilies of the field, she toils not, neither does she spin.

And certain bold blasphemers have talked of our most
holy faith, as though she were no friend to works of

righteousness. Impossible ! absurd ! for all good

works, without exception, are her dear offspring, which
issue from her pregnant womb. These are her chil-

dren which praise her in the gates. And she may say

in truth with the apostle of the gentiles, " I labored

more abundantly than all the other graces. Do we
make void the law through faith ? God forbid : nay,

we establish the law." The law as a covenant she

makes not void : for she presents the perfect righ-

teousness of Christ, which answers every legal charge.

And though she strips the law, to all who have her,

of the old covenant-form, she turns it to a rule of life,

& supplies the believer with4he most ef actual motives

to all holy obedience. No work of God can be accep-

tably performed, till once you have believed. This is

liis prime command, and your most necessary duty.

—

Far iviihout faith it is impossible to please God^ by any

doing, or by any suffering. By faith Abraham offered

v.p Isaac his first born son ; and by faith the children

of Abraham put the knife unto the throat of their most

favorite lusts.

But, ah ! hov/ few are there among the sons of

men who can lay claim to this invaluable grace !

—
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Though all her ways are pleasantness and peace,
great is the opposition, by all the powers of corrupt

nature, unto this heavenly virtue. The bigotted pa-

pist will rather undergo the drudgery of dismal super-

stition. The blinded pagan will rather choose to im-
brue his hands in the blood of his own offspring.—

The perverse jew, descended from Abraham, only ac-

cording to the flesh, will rather yield his servile

neck to the old galling yoke of antiquated ceremo-
nies, than be at all induced to submit unto the right-

eousness of faiths They know not, nor Avill under-

stand the nature of this exalted grace. Though e-

ven in matters of this world, all know that trust is no
Uncommon thing. The husbandman, at the return of

spring, is not afraid to sow, in hope, when he commits
the foodful grain unto the furrows of the field :

" for his

God doth instruct to discretion." They who go down
to the sea in ships, repose such confidence in their

floating vessels, as not to be afraid to trust themselves,

and all their worldly riches, unto the boisterous waves.
Why is it that so few will venture their eternal all,

and their temporal felicity, unto the faithful word of

promise ? The man who sows his grain in the furrow,

is frequently disappointed of his hopes. And many a
time the loaded vessels become a prej'^ to the unpity-

ing element of water. But, " he that believeth shall

not be ashamed, world without end."

On forgiveness of sin through faith in Christ's divine

blood.*

WHEN the guilt of innumerable evils stares me
in the face, and angry conscience rouses from her slum-

* By the blood of Christ is frequently signified in

scripture, the whole merit of his life and death, of his ac-

tions and ^jfferings, of his trials and graces ; jvhich sa-
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ber, where shall I fly for refuge ? Where shall I hide
my head ? How lay the grizly spectres ? Ye favorite

lusts, ye pleasing comforts, ye amusing recreations^

in vain ye lend your aid. Let Cain, with his hands
reeking in blood, betake himself to buikling cities

;

let Saul attempt to find relief from his unquiet mind in
the charms of music, while David touched the pleasant
harp ; let the drunkard seek for consolation in his

fiowing bowl, and jolly companions ; the sullen ghosts
refuse still to depart, when God calls, as in a solemn
day, his terrors round about. Even vows and resolu-

tions, prayers and tears, cosily sacrifices, and solemn
promises of future amendment, cannot recal the de-

parted peace. Let pagans, with horrid rites, seek re-

conciliation with their fancied gods, and peace unto
their consciences ; let carnal Jews think to have mat-
ters adjusted hy their ceremonial observances, being
ignorant of the righteousness of God ; scourge your-

selves to death, ye blinded papists, and waste your
carcases to ghastlj'- skeletons, by withholding sleep

from your eyes, and nourishment from your mouths f

travel to the remotest climes in weary pilgrimages;

it is all in vain.—Fools that you are, to think you
shall have peace, by walking after the imagination of

your own hearts. " The way of peace you have not

known ; there is no judgment in your goings."

For, unto whom should we go but unto thee, O
thou bleeding Saviour ! By thy blood hast thou made
j>eace betwixt an ofiended Deitj^ and oflCending mortals.

No cause of death was found in thee. For us thou
drank the bitter cup. Far be it from us to substitute

our pretended sincerity, our sorrowful repentance, or

even the more noble grace of faith, in the room of thy

satisfactory sufferings. O thou Prince of peace ! By

tlsjicd Gg(Vsjustice, and magnified God's law ; which
7nadc propiiiatianfor iniquity^ and brought in an ever-

lasting rightCGusness.

Hervey's Sermon on the means of safety.



45

thy seasonable interposition, his anger is turned away f
and now it is a righteous thing with God abundantly
to pardon.

Happy, thrice happy, they who come unto God
by him, whose iniquity is pardoned, whose transgres-

sion is forgiven. Riches and honors, thrones, crowns,
and sceptres, cannot greatly add unto their bliss

; pain
and poverty, ignominy and reproach, cannot greatly

diminish their happiness. It is true, O ye favorites

of heaven, the fact of sin cannot be taken aw^ay, the

desert of sin cannot be removed
;
yea, even its power

and dominion shall not be totally destroyed in your
present state of izuperfection ; however, there is no
condemnation to you that are in Christ Jesus. No
condemnation for your inherent corruption ; none for

your actual transgressions ; none for your past, none
for your future provocations. Chasfised you may be
with the rod of a Father, but not v/ith the wounds of

an enemy. It is God that justifieili^ who in he that con-

demneth ? AVhat though your sins are many ? Ke
multiplies to pardon. What though your afflictions

are great ?—There is no wrath in the portion of your
cup. Though men should condemn you, God will

iiot ; though devils accuse you, they shall not prevail.

" No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper,

and every tongue that riseth in judgment against thee,

thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the ser-

vants of the Lord ; and their righteousness is of me,
saith the Lord."

Fly, ye profane, who turn this grace of God into

lasciviousness. Be awakened ye presumptuous, who
fondly dream your sins are pardoned, because ye have
forgotten them, or because ye have felt some pangs of

conviction, or because judgment is not speedily exe-

cuted against your evil works. How can ye be par-

doned, who have such slight thoughts of the God who
bestows, the Saviour who procures it, the gospel which

reveals it ? Ye that are ready to perish under the

pressure of j our iniquities, and ye that are of heavy

heart, on accoimt of your iunumerable transgressions.
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here is a strong cordial, a refreshful draught from the

wells of salvation. O drink, and remember your mi-

sery no more. " God was in Christ, reconciling the

world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto

them."
Nor is it vain presumption in you to believe, that

he in Christ is, at this present hour, pacified towards

you for all that you have done. Though you have
been wicked and unrighteoii3, though your sins have
been of a crimson dye, scarlet-colored abominations,

the blood of Christ can wash out the deadly tincture

;

and make you white as the finest wool, or virgin

snow. Was it any difSculty for the Red-sea to cover

with its waves the numerous host of Egypt, when
Pharaoh, with his captains and common soldiers, cha-

riots and horses, did sink to the bottom as a stone ? No
more for the ocean of unbounded love to subdue all

your iniquities; not the common soldiers only of ordi-

nary provocations, but the most grizly and gigantic

sins. In the presence of his exalted Majesty, your
persons are but like the small dust of the balance

;

which is not considerable enough to sway the scale,

and which the gentlest breath can blow away. Just

as insignificant are our sins, in presence of his pardon-
ing mercy.

Nor is it with a grudge and reluctance the liberal

God bestows this perfect gift. Once he delighted in

wrath, when it pleased him to bruise his beloved Son.
That was his act, his strange act; his work, his

strange work. He has no pleasure in the d^eath even
of the guilty sinner as himself declares ; why then in

the death, the cruel death, of the innocent Immanuel ?

The reason, the amazing reason is, because he deligh-

ted in mercy ; in mercy to the human race. T^itre-

fore it pleased the Father to bruise him.
Glorify God for this mercy, ye pardoned ones.

—

A distinguished blessing it is, which will not accent
the song of angels, but of the redeemed from among
the human race. Rejoice not that your wealth is in-

creased, that your circumstances are prosperous, but
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that your iniquity is pardoned. Fear the Lord and
his goodness, and walk humbly with thy God.

Reject not the counsel of God against your own
souls, you who have not yet fied for refuge unto this

hope set before you, as you would not rob God of his

glory, nor yourselves of peace. Will you neglect this

great salvation ? Will you say unto the Almighty,
depart from us ; thy gifts be to thj^self ? Cursed shall

ye be of the Lord, w^hose glory it is to pass over a
transgression. The Lord Jesus Christ shall subscribe

thy condemnation ; and all the holy angels shout their

applause. Amen, says the church militant : Amen,
the church triumphant. " In returning and rest

should you been saved ; in quietness and confidence

should have been your rest : out you would not hear."

Lo ! there the men who matle not the Lord their con-

fidence ; who robbed the Lord of his glory : and would
not be beholden to him for the pardon of their iniqui-

ties. Behold the time of their visitation is come ; and
where shall they fly for help ? If in this manner a
man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat for him ?

They would not take hold of his strength ; they would
not make peace ; they w ould not consider any of hin

ways. See now the red right arm of vengeance takes

hold of the glittering sword of justice. A sword ; a

sword is furbished with the oil of mercy, that was des-

pised & affronted. See how he cleaves their reins asun-

der, &: breaketh them with breach upon breach. Merci-

ful Lord ! it is a fearful thing to fall into thy hands

;

^vhen thou art angry, the nations shall not be able to

abide thy indignation. IMake us wise unto salvation, to

know the things that belong to our peace ; and to fly to

our strong hold while we are the prisoners of hope.

Gil evangelical repentance for sin.

LET us first begin v/ith the thoughts of his heart,

whose repentance is of the gospel kind, and not to be
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repented of. Of all evils, he is persuaded that sin is?

the greatest , and of all sinners he is disposed to think
that himself is the chiefest. He has obtained a view
of that abominable thing, which before he condemned
only in words : and sees it, in the gospel-light, the
heaviest of debts, the ugliest of stains, the weightiest
of burdens, and the most deadly sting. Though no
enormities of behaviour should tarnish his civil repu-

tation among men, yet he sees that innuinerable evils

compass him about, that he is the man who has viola-

ted every precept of the law ; the devil Vvho has trans-

gressed against a gracious God by a thousand provo-
king iniquities. Having descended into his own
breast, and contracted a more thorough acquaintance
with the plagues of his own heart, he thinks less fa-

vorably of himself than he can possibly do of others.

or they of him. He blesses and adores that sparing
goodness that bore with him so long, nor filled him
with the fruit of his own ways. Even his most holy
duties, v/hich some would call his righteousness, these
he discerns to labor under so many imperfections, as

to deserve the epithet of fdihy rags. Nor are these

self-abasing thoughts the mere remonstrances of natu-

ral conscience, which pass away like the morning
cloud, and early dew ; or the dazzling flashes of the

lightning, by which the bejiighted traveller is rather

blinded ihan directed : far less must they be held the

melancholy sug2;estions of wicked spirits, intending
to exaggerate the guilt of his iniquities, and drive him
to despair. But they are the fixed and sober senti-

ments of his soul; which the holy and blessed Spirit

begets in his mind, when he strikes home the word of
the law upon the conscience. But, chiefiy, the per-

suasion of forgiveness with God operates on his heart

with the most kindly influence. The knowledge of

sin, which is by the law, may be productive of servile

fear, and worldly sorrow; but it is the province of the

gospel alone to paint it in such colors as to make him
ashamed, yea, even confounded, because he does bear

the reproach of his youth. O glorious grief ! noble
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Jjaiif! He is scorched with the beams of goodness i

find waters with his tear^ even the joyrul pardon of

•Ids sins. Not so mucli for the piinishment they brin^

upon his own nature, as for the indignity done to the

divine. He looks on thtse, whom he has pierced, O
bleeding Propitiation ! and mourns, not so much foi-

himself, as for thee ; as the tender Iiearted parent

mourns, with unfeigned sorrow, ^vhen the eye-lids of

an only son are closed in death, or the remains of a

first-born are consigned over to the silent grave; or

as the sorrowful Israelites, at Hadadrimmon in the

valley of Megiddo, wept for tlie good Josiah, when
snatched away by an untimely death, in the sins of

the people ; and whilst he mourns, he tastes more
true refreshment than worldly joy can give.

When such are llie inmost sentiments of his souf,

no wonder that out of the abundance of his heart the

most ample confessions of shi do Sow from his tongue.

Sometimes to men whom he may have scandalized ;

but ahvays to God whom he has mainly otTended.

—

Far from covering his transgression, as Adam, he
knows not where to find expressions black eiiou.gh io

j^et forth the Extreme odiousness of .his guilt. The
poweus of language fail him ; and, with the most ex-

pressive silence, he lays his hand upon his mouth, his

mouth- in the- dust, as being unable to declare either

the vaslness of the multitude of his iniquities, or the

grievousness of their aggravation.

To the words of his mouth correspond the r.c lions

of his life, and the resolutions of liis heart, now rent

from sin, as v.ell as for it : though once it was dear to

him as the apple of his eye. Begone, deceitful lusts,

he says ; too long you have prevailed against me by
your bewitching influence. Farewell, ye gilded

snares, ye soul-destroyers, ye murderers of mj^ God

;

tlyed crimson with his blood. Welcome, thou glori-

• ous liberty, that frees me from the bondage of corrup-

tion. Now, every the smallest degree of moral evil

shows vile on his account ; he abstains from every

appearance of it; and carefully avoids the ave-
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€iie sin, that v»ith the greater Ireedom he may indulge
another, to ^vhich he is equally addicted. For sin, as
such, is the object of his aversion. But chiefly, if a-

ijy iniquity lias prevailed against him more than ano-
ther, if any sin there be that easily besets him ; a-

gainst this he levels his opposition, and cheerfully
ibregoes it. As the captive exile hastens to be loosed,
and with a joyful heart forsakes his dungeon: so he
abandons, with unreiuctant mind, what formerly he
loved.

On. Irangcring and tliirsiingfor Rigldcciisncss.

HE that hungers and thirsts for righteousness is a
happy person; who being convinced of the excellen-
cy, suitableness, and absohite necessity, both of a jus-

lifying righteousness before God, and an edifying

righteousness before men, feels, in his own heart, a

sense of its want, and a desire of supply.

Though, in comparison of the Av^eked, who arc

full of all unrighteousness, he is filled already with all

goodness; yet, Avhen he compares his own attain-

ments in religion, with the superior attainments. of o-

thcr saints, and especially with the just demands of

the holy laAv, he looks upon himself as more brutish

than any man ; and that lie has not the knowledge of

ihe ho!}'. Once, indeed, before the commandment
came, he was pure in his own eyes ; and as insensible

'

of th^universal pollution of his heart and life, as a
beastly drunkard of his sj)ots, though his face and gar-

ments are all besmeared with mire and clay. But
when the fumes of liquor are dispelled, he awakes as

out of a sleep ; discerns himself to be a monster of

pollution ; and his own clothes do abhor him. He
now perceives that the former good o])inion he had of

himself, w^as owing to nothing else but gross inatten-

tion to the quality of his own heart, and impotence of



51

tlioiiglit: .

" As ^vheii a liiingi-y man dreanietb, and,

behold, he eateth ; but lie av.aketii, and his soul is

empt}^ : or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, lie-

hold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is

faint, and his soul hath appetite." JVoes mc, he cries,

I am undcnc : I am a man of itncUan lips ; and^ wlicro-

ivitli shall I come before the Lord?
As hunger has reconciled men to the most incre-

dible hardships; and for a drink of water kingdom-^

have been given away : (for hunger and thirst are vi-

tal appetites, which, if they are not supplied, v»'iii

bring inevitable death :) so is this spiritual and holy

appetite supreme, prevalent, and triumphant over all

other desires. What is gold to him that is perishing

for hunger ? What is silver to him that is expiiing

with thirst ? And what are thy enjoyments, O vain

world, to this hungry and thirsty creatine ? The per-

secuted hart doth not more eagerly pant for the water
brooks; nor didst thou, O David, more ardently long

for the water of the well of Bethlehem, than the hun-

gi'y and thirsly christian for his Savior's justifying

righteousness, and sanctifying Spirit. He contents

not himself with the hypocritical wish of Balaam, to

die the death of the righteous : nor vrith the lazy de-

sires of the yawning sluggard, whose hands refuse to

labor : but in the sweat of his brow, and exercise oC

christian diligence^ does he eat his spiritual bread.—

•

Where the carcase is there does he go, with willing

steps, to the ordinances of Christ ; or rather to Christ

himself in them, in whom all ftdness dwells.

When it is his meat and drink to do the will of

God, how little he envies you of your dainties, that

are the workers of iniquity ! His- hungering and his

thirsting is better than their feasting and carousing.

O blessed hunger ! O desirable thirst ! of which to

die were a happiness to be envied. But he will not
suffer the soul of the righteous to famish. Bread shall

be given them, and water shall be sure. For thus saith

the voice of inspiration, " the Lamb that is in the

midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
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them unto living fountains of waters." But the wick-
ed " shall wander up and down for meat, and grudge
if tliey be not satisfied."

ON PrFiITV OF HEART.

PURITY of heart, is that holj disposition of the

soul vrbereby the christian^ whose conscience is sprin-

kled v,'ilh the clean water of Christ's atoning blood
from the guilt of his iniquities, is inclined to hate and
depart from the pollution of all sin in general, and in

particular from the pollution of fleshly lusts.

First, let us describe this holy disposition, as op-

posed to the predominant power of sin in general.

—

The piire in heart is a person who cannot satisfy hini-

f-elf V. itli a ceremonial purity, like tluit of the ancient
Pharisees, which consisted only in putiiirg away the

Jilih of the jicsh ; nor with a federal puritj-, v.hich lies

in church-iiieuibership ; nor with a civil purity, which
is no more hut a freedom from scandalous sins ; and
may le entirely owing to a virtuous education, and to

restraining common grace. But the holy Spirit of

Ciod has created in him a clean heart, and renewed a

right spirit within him. He has seen the loathsome
nature of that abominable tidng which God's soul

hates j of which trie vomit of a dog, the poison of a
hierpent, and the putrefaction of a grave, are but faint

cmblojnr,. He has seen that all tlie faculties of his

£Oul and body, ail the periods of his life, and all his

thoughts, his words, his actions, arc so deeply stained

Tviih this moral contagion, that the pure eyes of Ciod

cannot beliold him : yea, l.e loathes himself in hi-i

own sight. He has seen, that (his inbred corruptio)?

is so deeply ingrained in his nature, that all his own
endeavors to v\'ash out the deadly stain, would be

f> > vain, as inciuetual, as to attempt, with common
water, to wash out the se^irlet dye, or the crimson
\lv.cj\\r^. from ti'.ose t;;n'nuiits that have thoroughly
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drmik ill these vi\id colors; or, as the Ethiopian
shoakl think, by this feeble means, to change his hue,

or the Leopard his spots. He has seen, that Jesus
Christ, by his word, by his blood, and by his Spirit, is

the Oiily fountain opened for sin, and for ur.cleanness.

He that came by water and blood, has, by his word
and Spirit, begotten in his heart a purifying faith, and
a purifying hoje ; and made him, as the King's daugh-
ter, all glorious within. It is true, he is not yet with-

out all spots or wrinkles ; but only without the ?pols

which are not the spots of God's cliiidren. As a fair

day may have some clouds : a fair face may have
some freckles ; and a good field of corn may have
some weeds ; so the pure in heart may have some ble-

mishes and imperfections. But as, by rctual attain-

ment, he is purged from the reigning pollution of i:in ;

so by ardent desire, and serious endyavors, lie aspires

after the perfection of pure and undefiled religion.

—

He cannot boast that he has already attained it. Ah,
no ! but he wishes for it, he prays foi; it, and he labors

after it.

But in a special manner, the ]iure in heart has,

in some good mea-iure, gained the mastery over those
vile airections, and sensual indulgences of the flesh, of
which it is a shame even to speak, and hardly safe e-

ven to reprove.—He remembers, that the pure eyes oC

God are alwaj^s upon him, that the pure Spirit of Go-l
inhabits the temple of his body ; that he is redeemed
with the precious blood of a holy and undefiled Re-
deemer; and that he is the expectaiTtof an incorrup-

tible, undefiled inheritance. He cleanses his way, by
taking heed thereto, according to the pure word cl

God.
He hates the thoughts of impurity. If they are

darted into his mind, he disallows them, he groans un-

der them, and suffers them not to lodge within him.
He hates the words of impurity ; the mire and dirt of

fiithiness, and foolish talking ; which is as sure a to-

ken of an im.pure heart, as smoke rushing Jrom the

chinmey is an indication of fire on the hearth, H&
E 2
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}iates the deeds of impimty, hates them not only whea
perpetrated by others, but if himself has been formerly
rliargeable with them. He reflects not upon his past

follies with gloriation, or with indifference and cold
remorse ; . but with unfeigned sorrow and deep humi-
liation. He hates the occasions of impurity, and la-

bors to avoid them. Conscious of the infirmity of his

flesh, and the treachery of his heart, he endeavors to

keep at a distance from the incentives to sensuality,

makes a covenant w4th his eyes, and ventures not e-

len to the utmost verge of his christian liberty.

His mind being first pure, is then peaceable ; and
lie enjoys a holy serenity, which the impure sensual-

ist can have no idea of. The doctrines of religion

;tre plain and clear to his pure mind ; he holds the

mystery of faith in a pure conscience. His prayer be-

ing purCj is fervent and effectual. His hearing the

word is profitable, because he lays aside all filthiness

and superfluity of naughtiness. All things are pure
luito him, because he is pure himself; when to the de-

filed and unbelieving is nothing pure. Would you
linow the sum of his happiness ?—You have it all de-

tilared in one word, by the teacher who came from
(icd, to which nothing can be added, and after which
we need say no more, Blessed are the pure in heart, for
^hctj aliall see God-

On holiness, its nature, excellency, and necessity

i

O DIVINE holiness ! or, shall we call thee by
the name of goodness, or righteousness, or uprightness,

Yi'iih. what praises shall we extol thee ! Thou art the

brightest ornament of the universe ; more beauteous

than the stars of light, or than tl>e roses that straw the

foot-steps of spring. The sun himself can boast no
glory ill thy presence.

Ti;ou art the darling attribute of the Deity ; the

brightest pearl of Jehovah's crown. Without thee :ui
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Ichabod. were written on every other perfection-—A'-

dieu to his wisdom ; farewell to his blessedness ; the

absolute perfection of his nature is no more. Thou
art that beauty of the Lord, which, above all, the

saints of the Most High are desirous of beholding.

—

In no perfection he more rejoices. By this he swears.

with thee the angels swell their notes ; when, with
covered feet, because of shan:^e ; and faces vailed, be-

cause of reverence, they surround his throne. HoIt/,

holy^ holy is the Lord of hosts ^ they cry, the whole earth

isfull of his glary. Omniscience is his piercing eye,

omnipotence his powerful arm, and mercy is compared
to his yearning bov/eis ; but holiness, is like the face

and visage of the Godhead.
Consult Ave his sacred oracles, what attribute is

more conspicuous in every description of the Almigh-
ty ? Read we the volumes of creation, he is holy in

ail his works ; the volumes of providence, he is righ-

teous in all his ways, of mercy and judgment.—Search
and see» if there are not very distinguishing niarks of

the divine regard to holiness, in every providential

way. " Say ye to the righteous, it shall be well with
him : but wo to the wicked, it shall be ill with him."
Witness ye angels of darkness, and ye damned spii-its

attest this truth :
^' Tlie righteous Lord loveth right-

eousness ;" which God hath written to your dreadful

experience in fiery flames. O earth, wherefore dost

thou groan, but because thou art the habitation of the

ungodly ? And wherefore did the fiery deluge destroy

your pleasant dwellings, ye cities of the plain. Ye
justified believers, whose iniquities are pardoned, whose
transgression is forgiven, your Surety felt the effects

of that hatred of sin which you should have experien-

ced. Not ail the vials of his vengeance poured on the

heads of sinful men and angels, can half so loud pro-

claim the holiness of God, as the sufferings of the in-

nocent and lovely Jesus ; who therefore is represent-

ed, by an inspired v.riter, when testifying before-hand

of the sufferings of Christ, to turn his meditation upon
the holiuebs of him that inhabits the praises of Isra^^,
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our iniquities ;
" my God, my God, v.hy hast thou

forsaken me ? why art thou go tar from hel[)ing me ?'

Am I not the son of thy love ? have I not done al-

ways the things that pleased thee ! Why dost thou
hide thy face ? Why dost thou count me for an ene-

my, and deal with me as I vrere an egregious trans-

gressor ? But what do I say ? I am the surety of lost

sinners, by my Father's commission, by my own con-

sent. My sufferings are just ; are necessary, from the

holiness of thy nature : and for this amazing transac-

tion, thou shalt rejoice in the praises of Israel to all e-

verlasting.

As every disobedience receives ajustrecompence
of reward ; so his countenance doth behold the up-

right ; he will bless the righteous, and compass them
with his favor as with a shield. O blessed Jesus, " thou

loved righteousness and hated iniquity, and God, e-

ven thy God, did for this cause anoint thee with the

oil of gladness above thy fellows." And v/hat are all

the blessings of the followers of the Lamb, from the

smallest crumb, to the ponderous crown of glory, but
the reward of holiness ; the reAvard of grace to their

implanted, of debt to their imputed righteousness ?

—

Yea, even in the place of punishment, where he will be
favorable no more^ the kind regards of God to good-
ness and morality will be demonstrated. Those who,
though far from righteousness, were not so vicious

as others, shall wear a lighter chain than their fel-

lov,'s, who have been guilty of more atrocious

crimes.

Ye sons of men, how long will you love vanity ?

How long will ye turn this glory into shame ? Lovely
perfection, how much art thou despised in the world.

How rarely to be found in the living ; whether we
search for tliee in city cr in country, in the lofty pa-

lace, or in the humble cottage ! How small the num-
ber of thy votaries ! This man afTects to be learned,

that to be polite^ and another to be witt}'' : but few to

be holy in all manner of conversation. Yet are they
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pleasures pure-, and witlioiit alloy.. " Thy vvayB e.ie.

pleasantness, and all thy paths are peace." How
greatly they reproach thee, w.ho draw thy picture iu

robes of melancholly, and looks of dark discjuietude ?

Whether thou leadest thy favorites by the still waters
of meditation, or bringest them to the house of prayer,

or makest tkeni lie down in the green pastures of or-

dinances ; thy joys are joj^s indeed, which nothius;

eartlily gives, or can destroy. Joys that will abide

the test ; nor41iish the cheek of shame, nor render paie

v/dth guilt under thy kindly inlluence, what pleasing

exercise is afforded to every rational power t In those

happy moments, the soul, and all that is in us, is stir-

red up to magnify and bless his holy name, and all our
bones to say, who is like unto thee ? Nor can the

countenance dissemble the heart-felt satisfaction.

As the bl;ize of crackling thorns differs from the light

of the day, sent from the sun's bright orb, so differ

worldly pleasures from divine. These leave behind
no stings of fierce repentance ; can greatly triumph
over death, and ask the grave, where is thy victory ?

When thou witlidra west thy footsteps, the world
is out of joint, and all its foundations are oat of

course. Angels are turned into devils, and heaven is

turned into hell. For the retrieving of thy injured
Iionor, tiie Son of God came down from his exalted

throne ; and, in the likeness of sinful flesh, stained

the cross vvith his blood. For the advancement of thy

interest, the word of God was written, and the excee-

ding great and precious promises are left unto us, that

by these, being made partakers of the divine nature,

we may cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the

Hesh and spirit. And that our souls may be adorned

Avith thy glorious beauty, the Holy Ghost descends

into our hearts.

By thee the righteous is more excellent than his

neighbor ; and the beggar with whom thou dwellest,

more honorable than the king upon the throne.

When the heavens shall vanish avv'ay like smoke, and

the inhabitants of the earth shall die, thou passeth a-



58

ver into eternity, where God hath prepared for thee a

glorious habitation. When time, and lair creation, are

perhaps forgot, thou shalt ijeam forth in amiable efful-

gence, and become an elcrnai excellency.

ox PEACE OF CONSCIENCE.

THE happy soul, in whose heart'this peace of

God hath erected her throne, has firmly resolved with

Job, that holy suiTerer, that his heart shall not re-

proach him, with any approven guile, so long as he
lives. He goes not ai30ut to patch up a fatal peace be-

twixt his conscience and his lusts ,• (a very common,
dreadful mistake ;) but if iniquity be in his hand, he
puts it far av/ay. He loves the divine law with the

most ardent allection ;—hearkens unto its command-
ments;—walks according to its unerring rule ;—and
walking in his uprightness, he enters into peace
Being pleasingly conscious of the integrity of his

heart, he has this inward testimony for his rejoicing,

thongh he should hear the slanders of many. His
conscience, like the wisdom that comes doun from a-

bove, is first pure, then peaceable. For, if even the

imperfect morality of the Gentiles was attended with
much serenity and peace ; much more shall righteous-

ness and peace kiss each other in .his renewed and
spiritual mind ; whose conscience is purged from dead
works, to serve the living God.

But is his own defective righteousness the only
rock on which he builds his peace ? Then it were
of all things the most precarious and uncertahi. Alas !

he cannot but be conscious, how small a claim he has
to the character of innocence ; and how he richly de-

serves, that the Almighty should write bitter things

against him. His conscience is not seared as' with a
hot iron ; but is endued with the most lively feeling

of sin, and its desert. Full often he has the sentence
of death in hiiuself ; and war ariseth against him.—

—
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' sprinkling that speaketh better, and more peaceful
things than that of Abel. When thus his heart is spoken
to, in these most gentle accents, he kuov/s that ravish-

ing delight which an a-30stle stiles, the a}isrdcr of a
good conscience. He beholds the crucified Redeemer,
as making peace hj the blood of his cross, when the

chastisement of our peace was upon him. Blessed
with this noble view, he sits down with great delight

under the shadow of his righteousness imputed : the

place where he makes his fiocks to rest at noon.
And on the dove-like v.ings of faith, he flies far away
from the windy storm and tempest of an enraged
conscience : and finds a quiet sanctuary, and safe re-

treat in the clifts of the rock of ages.

O happy man, whose heart is thus sprinkled from
an evil conscience ! From what a dreadful inmate is

he delivered ! infinitely worse than a contentious w-o-

man in a wide house. Whilst those miserable wretch-

es, that are haunted hj this most awful fury, may fitly

be compared, even in their jovial hours, and best es-

tate, to those stately persons, adorned in the front

with all the decorations of the palace. You go in, and
behold the abodes of misery, and the dismal dungeons
of chained malefactors. He whose conscience thus

speaks peace, has something within that renders bun
superior to all adversity ; that charms all fear and sor-

row. Even his cottage outvies the palace. Kis
coarse attire outshines embroidered purple. An house
full of sacrifices, where strife of conscience is, may
not compare v,itli his most homely food, though it

should be no better than a dinner of green herbs. To
him the sun shines with a more pleasing light, the

birds sing with more melodious notes* Also he lies

down and his sleep shall be sweet. He is not afraid

of terror by night; of the pestilence, that walks in

darkness ; or of destruction, that wasteth at noon-daj^

Though he, like good Josiah, should fall by the stroke

of hostile sword in the battle; yet still his latter end
is peace. Even the decisive hour of jadgmcDt needs
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Kot appal his heart ; because he shall be found of hiiii

iii ptacc, without spot and blameless.

ON JOY IN THE HOLY GHOST.

THIS excellent fruit of the Spirit may be vioV"
ml, cither as that habitual cheerfulness of temper,

which the sincere christian, under the influence of

the Holy Ghost, studies to maintain upon all occa-

sions ; or, it may be considered as importing in it

Ihose ravishing sallies of pleasure and delight, v, bicli

ail apostle styles, joy unspeakable^ and fidl of glory ;

which are only indulged in some happy moments, and
on e])ecial occasions. Let us begin with the first.

It is true, his heart is contrite ; and rivers of wa-
ters have been known to run down his eyes : in so

much, that superficial spectators may take him for a
man of sorrows ; a gloomy, melanchoily creature.

But could they look into his heart, they woiild find it

full of the oil of gladness ; even when his eyes are

full of the tears of sorrow. The smile of God from
without, of conscience from within, cannot fail to in-

spire him with such cheering tranquility, as could noi

possibly result merely from the most excellent tempe-
rature of body, or the most easy circumstances of this

world. He thankfully receives the gifts of provi-

dence ; tastes in them that the Lord is good ; but

chiefly he rejoices in the word of the truth of the gos-

pel ; and that his name is written in heaven : that

God is his Father, Christ his Savior, and heaven his

inheritance. Be it so, that sometimes, through the a-

gency of v/icked and melanchoily spirits ivithout, and
the too great prevalence of unbelief within, he gives

too much way to a desponding frame ; he xevy well

knows, that it is neither acceptable to God, glorifying

to Christ, pleasing to the Spirit, honoring to the gos-

pel, edifying to his neighbor, or beneficial to his own
soul. Ask you the cordials that cheer his drooping
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'Spmts ? He ineditates on God, nnd rejoices under
the shadow of his wings. He reads his bible, anil

finds it to the joy of his heart. He mortiaes every
knoAvn sin. He pours out unto God the sorrows of

his heart. His countenance is no more sad. For God is

favorable unto him, and he will see his face with joy-.

Such is the habitual serenity of mind he studies

to maintain. Such are the means by which it is pro-

moted. But in some blessed periods of his life; some
happy days which the Lord has made ; his joy, like

a river swelled by impetuous rains, bursts all its banks,

and carries all before it ; at once the joys, at once the

sorrows of the world. When he obtains the ntoi^fc

comfortable intimations of the divine favor ; of his in-

terest in the Redeemer ; and of his title to the hea-

venly inheritance : O then how his heart exults !. how
his countenance looks cheerful ! how the voice of me-
lody is heard in his tabernacle ! Now every object is

fit to fill his mind with highest rapture. Every per-

fection of the divine nature ; every purpose of bis

will; every sentence of his word; every operation oi

his hand ; every privilege of his covenant, whether in

hand or hope, is a well of salvatio'n, out of which he
draws water with joy. The birds mend their notes,

the sun his beams, the outgoings of the morning anJ
evening are made more joyful. All sorrow is t^'.rned

into joy befors him. Eyery desert rejoices. Every
mlderness blossoms as the rose. Evei;y mountain of

discouragement skips like a calf : Lebanon and Sirion

like a young unicorn. EvQry cloud is stamped with a

rainbow. Death loses his dart; the grave lays aside

her g'oom ; and hell her chosen terrors.

Great is the joy of the bridegroom, wlien he is

put in possession of his fair one ; of the mother, when
her pangs are over, and a man child is born into the

world ; of the husb£|cdman, ^vhen the labors of the

year are finished, and his barns filled with plenty ; of

the soldier when a happy victory puts au end to the

fatigues of a tedious campaign. But what is the joy
of tiie bridegroom ? What is the joy of the chiid-bea-

F
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ring woman ? What is the joy of the harvest f And
v.hat is the joj'^ of them tUat find great spoil ? AVhat
areaujs what are all these joys, to the joy of him that

rejoices in the Lord, and is glad in the God of his sal-

Tation ? For who can tell what is included in the epi-

thet of it given by a blessed apostle ? " unspeakable

and full of glory."—If such O Lord, are the tiist fruits,

what must be the harvest of that light which is sown
for the righteous, and gladness which is sown far the

upright in heart ? If in this vale of tears, thy favorite

ones so greatly rejoice : who can conceive what is

prepared for them, in that state when they shall come
into thy beatific presence, Avhere there is fulness of

joy, and pleasures for evermore ?

ON PLEASURE.

NOR is the christian's claim to pleasure less ap-

parent. For, fieet, he only knows to taste the sweet-

ness of his lawful comforts ; and to enjoy those satis-

factions that are common to his weighbor and himself.

Who is it that makes the best of the world ? The
man of pleasure, who wallows in sensuality ? Alas !

he does not use the world, but abuses it. Fond as he

seems, he but condemns his joys to death. His head
is sick ; his lieart is faint. Is it any wonder his flesh

abhoneth bread, and his soul dainty meat ? Poor
man ! he pines even in the midst of plenty. For tho'

liis nerves shoald be braced with strength, and health

should wanton in his veins ; yet is his soul but sickly

and consumptive. Hence weariness of time ; hence
impatience of thought ; hence listless inability ; hence

variable inconstancy, dark cares, and heaving sighs

fetched from the bottom of th^ hen,rt. Though all

surrounding objects should wear a face of pleasure,

and seem fit to inspire every joy into the heart ; it is

all in vain he desires to have, but he cannot obtiin.

He obtahis, but his hopes are frustrated. Real enjoy-
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ment he is a stranger imto. For he tastes not that

God is good, in his earthly delights ; and finds them
but emp'y husks :—not so he that enjoys God in his.

inferior enjoyments. To him the spring wears a more
beauteous face, the sun, shines with a more ple^ising

light, the tulip assumes a deeper dye, and the rose a
more fragr?.nt smell. I make no doubt but the poor
beggar Lazarus in the parable, who lay at the gate of

the proud and* wealthy sinner, (whose name is buried

in oblivion,) might taste more exquisite delight, in his

scanty crumbs, and in healing tongues of the dogi5,

than the unpitying miser, in all his delicious fare.

But there are pleasures appropriated to the true

christian
;
joys which no stranger intermeddles with,

in the exercise of pure and undefiled religion, which
is not only a heightener of \jur delights, but is itself

the greatest of any. Even as the sun imparts a
brightness to every other object, and is himself the

brightest of all. Whether he contemplates the de-

lightful truths and ravishing mysteries of the gospel

;

the banquet of the mind, sv/eeter than ail honey :—or

practises spiritual duties towards his neighbor, or his

God; when he prays with fervent supplication, or

praises with joyful lips, or hears in his lovely taberna-

cles what God the Lord will say, or relieves the indi-

gent for his Redeemer's sake, and comforts the dis-

tressed ;—or exercises christian graces ^ be it faith,

that is attended with joy unspeakable ; or love, that

is its own rev/ard, and the fulfilling of the lav/ ; or

hope, that anticipates the joys above, in blessful ex-

pectiilion, the surest anchor of the soul :—or mortifies

fleshly lusts :—or resists temptations, triumphing over
them with christian magnanimity :—or endures afflic-

tions, with a becoming patience and cheerful resigna-

tion :—he tastes more solid pleasures than ever the

sensualist could boast. Pleasures that are true in

fruition, fully answering the most sanguine expecta-

tion. Pleasures, whose repetition does not cloy, and
their continuance is not clogged with satiety. Plea-

sures, whose review fills not the cheek with blushing,
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leiDg honorable and glorious as theimmortal soul, and
pure as the joys of angels. Pleasures, whose conse-

quences are jLot dangerous—to the bodj^, by wasting
its beauty, or preyiiig on its health ;—to the reputa-

lion, i:j fixing upon it an indellible stain ;—to the es-

tate, by making a shipwreck of it in the horrid gulf of
prodigality. Especially not dangerous to the soul, by
tlarkening the mind, fattening the heart, searing the

conscience, and exposing to eternal 'vengeance.—

^

Pleasures, whose duration is not short; that can live

in the winter of adversit3% illuminate the valley of

death, and pass into 'eternity.

He that is acquainted with them, may leave unto
the guilty adulterer his impure thoughts, his wanton
looks, and his abominable works ; at which the mid-
eight veils her face, and* the morning blushes.—May
Seave unto the beastly drunkard his flowing bowl, hi«

aparkling wine, his wo and sorrow, his babbling, hig

redness of eyes, his wounds without cause.—May
leave unto the cursed swearer his bloody oaths; which
aieither gratify the sense, nor afford the least equiva-

lent to countervail the damnation of the soul.—May
leave to all the sons of sensuality, who count it plea-

sure to riot in the day time, their consumed flesh,

their sunk reputation, their beggared fortune, theit

darkened understanding, their seared conscience.

—

Seared, did i say ? See there that miserable wretch,

extended on the bed of death, who lived in pleasure

tin the earth, and lulled his conscience asleep by a
thousand opiates : but now, refreshed with her long

slumber, she awakes ; and, as a giant refreshed with,

wine, she cries, she roars, she lifts up her voice like a
trumpet. The astonished soul hears and trembles.

—

While sin and sickness, a dreadful pair, join their for-

ces, assaulting at once his body and soul ; where, O
where shall he flee for help ? He perceives his dread-

ful mistake, but cannot deliver his own soul. In al!

the agony of hopeless despair, he resigns his \ii^l

breath, and dies without wisdoia..
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If another of these brethren in iniquity remains,

even to the last, a stranger to remorse ; yet poor is

the alleviation of his misery that he never lifts up his

eyes, till he is in hell, being in torments. Ah, then !

v/hat avails him those fleeting joys of sense, which,

though of short continuance, must now be expiated

with everlasting pain t

ON AFFLICTION AND CONSOLATION.

BIANY are the afflictions of the righteous, and
griefs on every side. Hear how an eminent apostle

cries, wretched man that I «m, who shall deliver mefran
this body of death ? And another extraordinary saint,

I <zw the man that have seen affliction. Into what deeps

they are often plunged by sin, that worst of evils ?

—

Shall I speak of the sin that easily besets them ; their

predominant corruption, which can no more be van-

quished, than the Israelites could drive out the Ca-
Haanites, dreadful v/ith chariots of iron ! V/hat sighs

it fetches from the bottom of their heart ! Not to men-
tion tlie trouble occasioned by scandalous outbreak-

ings ; which waste the conscience, and might be dis-

tressful even to an unrenewed mind, from which the

saints themselves are not exempted ; there are provo-

cations, which others think of trifling nature, that

wear a grisly aspect in the eyes of the tender-hearted

christian. When manifestations are abused, opportu-

nities neglected, admonitions despised, convictions

stifled, mercies and judgments not improved, how da
they walk mournfully before the Lord of hosts ! It is-

true, the law cannot condemn them any more ;
yet

still it can convince and reprove. When Moses waa
old and stricken in years, his eye waxed not dim, hi*

force was not abated. His law, though old, loses no-

thing of its severity. Sometimes they go mourning,

because of the oppression of the enemy of their salva-

tion ; and the Comforter that sliould relieye their

souls is fur away.



How frequently they are under the frowns of
Providence ! and though nothing seems to befal them,
font Avhat is common to men, the wormv/ood and the

gaii of their affliction is not obvious unto the eye of
the world. Perhaps they are living too much under
the power of some particular corruption ; or some past

iniquit}^ is presented to them anew in all its horrid ag-

gravations. Their flesh trembleth because of him,
and they are afraid of his judgments. Comest thou
peaceably, O Lord, in this thy visitation ? Art thou

ccnne to brbig my sin to rememhrance^ and to slay my
son? said the widow of Zarephath. We are verily

gidlty concerning our brother, said the distressed pa-

triarchs. Nor is their adversary the devil for ordina-

ry idle on such occasions of temptation. Intangled
in tKe vrilderness, like Israel ; the devil, like Pha-
raoh, resolves to pursue them, and to revenge himself

upon them.—But who can • enumerate all their sor-

rows ?

In such circumstances of distress, what healing

hand shall pour the balm of peace ? To comfort the
heart is more than to make a world, said the holy and
tempted Luther. Consolation is a commodity of hea-
ven, not to be imported but from the distant country
of Imnianuel. It is God alone, the God of peace, to

wl^om almighty power belongeth, that can comfort
the soul. He it is whom an inspired writer styles, the

God of all co7isolaiions, and the God ivho comforieth

them that are cast down. The Father is he who loved
lis, and hath given us everlasting consolation. The
Son is the consolation of Israel ; the Prince of peace

;

sind the true Noah, who comforts us concerning the

work of our hands. For this end he became a man
of sDrrows, and Wig chastisement of our peace was up-

on him. But eminently the Holy Ghost is the com-
lorter, who, like the tlove of Noah, fiies with the olive

branch of peace, to assure us the winter is past, and
the rain is over and gone. Ministers are indeed the

helpers of your joy; but it is God who wipes off all

tears from off all faces.
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Whatsoever was written aforetime, was written

for our instruction, that we through patience and com*
fort of the scriptures might have hope. For this the
Old, and for this the New Testament was Avritten,

that like two breasts of consolation, they might be
sucked by the humble and contrite ones. But you
are unable to lay hold upon a promise ; lo ! there is

an attribute of God, an office of Christ, endeavor from
thence to derive your consolation.

O ye heirs of the promise ! what strong consola-

tion is allotted for you*by your heavenly Father !

—

What divine peace,* what unspeakable joy; what full

assurance may you attain ! Even in your godly sor-

row, you taste most sweet refreshment, while you can
say of laughter, it is mad. Rivers of waters did run
down the eyes of the sweet singer of Israel ; and the

spirit of mourning is the spirit of consolation also.

—

While here, you tread the vale of tears ; but with
your rods, you have the hidden manna, which the

workl knoweth not of. Ye cannot indeed be assured

of a perpetual triumph. Yet may your peace stand

firm with God, while you have none from Satan, and
in the world tribulation. But, O ye children of the

King ! why should you be sad from day to day ? Will
the King of heaven be pleased with you to sit in sack-

cloth in his gate ? Is he an austere master, who
grudges at your welfare ? Your Head is now a man
of joy as once he was a man of sorrows ; and shall

jiot ye rejoice with him, who are the body of Christ,

and members in particular ? Grieve not the holy Spi-

rit by your dejected sorrow, who is the oil of gladness^

and he who seals you to the day of redemption. Give
not place to the devil, that melancholy spirit, who be-

ing himself condemned to feed on dust, sore envies

you your hidden manna ; for we are not ignorant of

his devices. What flaming christians might you be,

ivho are now like the smoking flax ? What lofty ce-

dars, who now only resemble the bruised reed, because

you are not careful to serve the Lord with gladness ?

for the joy of the Lord is your strength. Rejoice in th^

Lord, ye rightcQUS ; and again, I say, rejoice.
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Ye afflicted, tossed with tempests, and not com-

forted, that walk in darkness, and have no light ; con-

sider how the husbandman, when he commits to tJhe

furrows of the field his grain, the hopes of the ensuing

year ; he waiteth long, and hath great patience for it,

till he receive the early and the latter rain. So, Just

so, light is sownfor the rigJiteou^, and gladness for the

upright in heart.

Some comfort themselves with their lusts ; soniP

with their worldly possessions ; the more refined mo-
ralists with their duties. But* O ye sons of men, how
long will ye love vanities ? How soon will your
springs be dried up, that are not supplied from the

Fountain of living waters ? As the flower of the

grass, your comforts shall perish ; and as the gourd of

Jonah shall they fade away, in the time of your great-

est need. Especially ye who think to spin out of

your bowels a robe of righteousness, to screen yoit

from the angry vengeance of God, and pacify your
consciences with duties of your own ; but despise the
everlasting righteousness of the Redeemer; know that

your hope shall be like tbe spider's web. Whereas
the real christian, like the lilies of the field, he toils

not, he spins not ; yet far outshines Solomon in all

his glory : far excels the busy legalist, when vested

with his most pompous performances.

Wo to you, rich men, who trust in your boarded
heaps : for ye have received your consolation. All
ye that rejoice in iniquity, let your laughter be turned

into mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Alas t

your fleshly mirth will never bid you smile at death,

nor turn your eye undaunted on the grave. And
what will you do in the awful judgment, when God
Vv ill laugh at your calamity ; and the merciful Media-
tor afford you no relief ? "Because, when I called,

ye refused ; and when I stretched out my hands, ye
would not regard." Wherewith shall we conifort you,
who are strangers to the consolation of Israel ? This
is the children's bread, and dogs must not partake.

—

A' precious oil it is. uo vessel but the contrite heart
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can hold. We will not put this new wine into old

bottles, but into new bottles, that both may be pre-

servetl.

When others take up the timbrel and harp, and
rejoice at the sound of the organ ; O heavenly word i

be thou my consolation. And though weeping may
endure for a night

; yet with the rising daj', my joy
returns. A joy the world gives not, nor takes away.
When every pleasurable enjoyment besides shall lan-

guish and expire ; this passes over into eternity, great-

ly triumphant over death and the grave. No more
shall the countenance be sad, nor the eye dim with

tears, when the ransomed of the Lord shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sighing and sorrowing shall flee a-

wav.

On looking at the things that are not seen.

HE that looks at the things that are not seen, i«

a person who is endowed with a blessed and holy se-

cond sight, by which he is distinguished from other

men : and sees, not mournful objects, as cofSns and
corpses ; but such objects as are most cheering and
delightful. The eyes of his understanding are en-

lightened by the Holy Ghost, to know the things that

the natural man perceiveth not ; the riches of the glo-

ry of his inheritance in the saints. Though the good

and the bad things of this vain world are always pres-

sing on his senses, he is not chiefly influenced by
them, as though they were the principal things. For
the things above, and the things that are eternal, he

judges to be no less real for their being invisible, and

distant ; and unspeakably the most important of all

other things. He firmly believes, frequently thinks

of, highly esteems, ardently desires, earnestly expects,

and diligently labors after the enjoyment of them.

—

He bestows the cream of his thoughts in meditating

ujjon them ; and talks about ih^m, mt by constraint.
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when he is not able to avoid the discourse, but natu-

rally, and with a ready mind.

Some have thought him incapable of paying a.

sufficient attention to the necessary affairs of the

Tvorld ; as though one could not be fervent in spirit,

without being slothful in business. But this is a vile

slander. For, moderate industry is not a diversion

from serious religion, but a singular help unto it : and
the spiritual man, who holds the plough, or handles

the axe, is, even in these common actions, more holy

than the carnal man in his most solemn devotions.

Re esteems a man much more because he is gra-

cious, than because he is rich : and can never be in-

duced to think, that proud sinners are happy, though
they be elevated to the very summit of fortune. He
would much rather choose to see his children deeply
tinctured vt^ith the principles of true religion, than put

in a condition to make a figure in this world. If he
is in adversity, he derives not his comfort from earthly

enjoyments, but eternal things ; these are the hills ta

which he lifts his eyes, and from whence cometh his

aid. If he is in prosperity, his earthly blessings are

Slot the chief source of his joy and happinesa ! bat in

this he rejoices, that his name is written in heaven.
As he who ascends a high moi? itciia, and from its

top surveys the plains below, will tlink large fields

but inconsiderable spots of. land; so lie who is set on
these high places of eternity, and converses much
with everlasting things, will regard, in a very diminu-
tive light, the most important businesses of this tran-

sitory life. His. mind acquires a srsbUrae turn, and an
elevated way of thinking, not to be easily taken with
slight and trifling vanities.

By this blessed temper of mind, he is habitually

disposed to perform spiritual duties j the froAvn is

struck from the brow of death ; his nind is strongly

fortified against afflictions of every sort ; and the edge
of all temptations is most eiTectaally blunted. Having
obtained a view of that ineffably glorious prize of the

bigU calling of God, he c\i.uot possibly think any
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pains too ^eat to reach it. For this lie can irxStantly

serve God day and night. For this he can both labor

and sHii'er reproach ; take joyfully the spoiling of hi.^

goods ,• and sometimes even resign his breath in cruel

flames. In vain does this present world spread her
blandishments, and arm her face with frowns, to

shakt) his steady purpose, who looks not at the things

that are seen. What though the advantages of the

wor(d ire present, and the advantages of religion are,

in great measure, future
;
yet this wise and enlighten-

ed soul is at no loss which he should prefer. For, an
eternal advantage, that will certainly come, is far to

be preferred to a present one, that is of a short dura-

tion.—O faith, it is thine to realize and render pre-

sent the things that are invisible to the corporeal

eye ! whether by reason of the nature of the things

themselves, or by reason of their distance from us in

time and place. By thee inspired, we can choose the

sharpest afaictious before the most poignant plea-

sures ; and es#eem the most grievous reproaches,

greater riches than the peculiar treasure of most weal-

thy kings.

ON CHRISTIAN HOPE.

LET us fu'st attend unto those glorious objects at

which she throws a wishful eye. These are not the

fading honors ; the transitory pleasures ; or the uncer-

tain riches of this world ; but what infinitely excels

them all, the tMngs that are not seen, that are eter-

nal. All that is contained in the vast mines of the

promise, and in the bowe's of the Redeemer's righ-

teousness, which is like the great mountains ; ail that

is comprehended under that moot emphatical word
SALVATION ; final perseverance In grace her^, and e-

verlastingjoys hereafter : are the blesL-ings she teach-

es the christian to w?it for. Though surrounded with

formidable enemies, he is per3uaded ihey shall not se-
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distrustful thought. Hope thou in God, my soul, he
says ; far I shall yd praise him. If he takes a solita-

ry walk ill the church-yard, and views the silent

graves, and monllering bones ; and considering his

latter end, recollects how scon even his bones shall

be dry, and for his part he shall be cut off : though
"Ibeadlong sense, and unenlightened reason, vrould sug-

gest that man lieth down, and awaketh not again ;

though there is hope of a tree v/hen it is cut down, he
sees with joyful lieart the prisoners of the earth emer-

ging from their long confinement; and with joyful lips,

he utters that most biissfull expectation ;
" thou wilt

shew the path of life ; in thy presence is fulness

of joy ; at thy right hand aie pleasures for ever

^nore."

Whilst he thus anticipates the joj^s above, his

towering hopes are not supported by the sand. For
God, and Christ, and every smiling promise, is his

foundation. But chieHy, he is beg(4ten again to this

lively hope by thy resurrection, blessed Jesus. Thou
art the rock on which he casts this anchor. And
shall I call the faitliful promises of the word, the ca-

bles that secure it ? He shuns alike the abhorred gulf

of despair ; and the dangerous rock of presumption,

infamous for sliipv/recks. And by the gentle breath-

ings of the heavenly wind, he is wafted at length into

the fair havens of life and immortality.

What storms of adversity will he not defy, having
this hope aj5 an anchor of the soul ? W hat fight of af-

flictions can he not endure, defended by this impene-
traVe helmet? whilst he poises the; exceedinjr great

and eternal weight of glory, against his light and mo-
mentary sufferings ; against the spoiling of his goods,

the better and enduring s.ibstance ? If, for the hope of

Israel, he is bound in chains, he glories in his fetters.

Amid the ocean of etern- 1 delights, sunk are the sor-

rows of the world ;
'. i m a sea of honey, a drop of vi-

negar is swallowed up and lost.
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in every duty ; and is not slothful in the business of

his salvation. Whilst he hopes for thy salvation, O
God, he tloes thy commandments. The bringing in

of this best hope, strengthens his weak hands, and con-

firms his feeble knees.

How greatly he disdains to wallow in the puddly

of sin ! The darts of temptation fall ineffectual to the

ground. In danger he is courageous ; in sorrow he is

moderate ; in duty he is diligent ; in tribulation he is

patient ; and even in death he smiles.

On the vain hopes of the hypocrite,

O THE vain and presumptuous hopes of sin*

iiers ! You inherit the kingdom of heaven ! You as-

'cend to the hill of the Lord ! You enter into the hea-

venly Canaan, and inherit his holy mountain ! Who
are unrighteous :—who are of an Egyptian nature,

hankering after the onions and the garlic ;—whose
hands are not clean ;—whose hearts are not pure ;—
who are alienated from the divine life :—v.ho are dren-

ched in sensuality;—who are estranged from the

womb ;—who say to the Almighty, depart from us ;

—

whose carnal minds are enmity against God ;—never
fcfrmed for himself;—never made meet to be partakers

of the undefiled inheritance ;—never wrought for thi»

self-same thing. Go seek a Mahometan paradise.

Christianity affords you no ground of hope. These
pure regions of blessedness will eternally exclude you
from their blessed abodes. Ye grovelling sons of earth,

.
who never deemed yourselves strangers and pilgrims

here ; who embrace the dunghill of this world as your
portion ; how can the eternal r\Iajesty but be ashamed
to call himself your God ? How can his heart be tow-

ards you ? Hov/ can he make you cleave unto himself,

as the girdle to the loins of a man ? Go reconcile

light with darkness. Bid fire and water meet in mutu-
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al embraces. Then may righteG'Jsness and uurigli-

teoiisness have fellowship together. Then may Christ
and Belial agree. Then may evil dwell with God,
and the foolish stand in his presence.

Make the absurd and impossible supposition, that
the eternal Sovereign should reverse his high decree

;

'—should bely his faithful word, rescind his threaten-
ing ;—or, M'hich is all one thing, should set open unto
you the door of paradise, and admit you into that place
of blessedness

; yet where could you fly from the guilt

of your consciences? where from the carnality of your
hearts ?

Where from the guilt of your consciences ?. If

you ascend to heaven, lo ! it is there ; as well as tho'

you made your bed in hell. How couldst thou hold up
thy ashamed countenance towards his awful face ?

—

Would not his pure eyes flash confusion upon you,
and strike you through with a dart, when you touched
this mountain of his holiness ?

But though thy conscience, O wicked man, were
supposed to be as secure then, as now it is; still hap-
piness is far rem.oved from thee. For, who will re-

concile thy carnal heart to the spirituality of heaveu-
iyjoys ?

O ye delightful mansions of the blessed, how
would your charms be lost on him, whose soul within

him, were fall of sin, the abomination that maketh de-

solate !

What consolation could he find in the society of

the heavenly inhabitants : there are the holy angels.

Therie are the spirits of the just, escaped from a sinful

find vain world. There are the general assembly and
church of the first-born. You never loved them here.

You despised and hated them, when their holiness

was but iinperfect. You hated and despised them for

the sake of their holiness. How can you take plea-

sure in their company, when they are perfectly like

HIM ?

Nor would the employment of the redeemed con-

•luce one whit fljore to thy happiness, O unsanctifi^d
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«oul! How couklbt thou dwell witli ever-new tlelight in

tlie contemplation of that God, wlio was not in all thy

thoughts ?—Of that Redeemer, who was despised and

rejected by thee ?—Of these awful mysteries, which

were never revealed wnto thee in their native sweet-

ness and glory ? Row couldst thou join in the song of

salvation, when the voice of melody was never he^rd

in thy dwelling ; and praise in thy lips was never

comely ?

Be merciful, O God, to miserable sinners.

Rouse them from their slumber. Awaken them from

their delirious dreams of happiness hereafter, without

a present participation of thy divine nature. O gra-

cious God, enlighten their eyes ; convince them of

their fond delusion, before thou vindicate thy own ho-

liness and truth with fiery indignation. For, " thou

art not a God that hast pleasure in VN^ickedness, nei-

ther shall evil dwell with thee ; the foolish shall not

stand in thy sight. Thou hatest all workers of ini-

quity. Thou wilt destroy them that speak leasing.

Thou, Lord, will abhor the bloody and deceitful

man."

The character of a h^jpocriie.

HE is a pretender to those good qualifications of

which he is really destitute, and a dissembler of those

vices which he secretly practises. He Is that in the

church, which a knave is in the state. The one is

not lit for civil society ; nor the other for christian

communion. Were he to appear in his real colors,

men would clap their hands at him, and hiss him out

of his place. Therefore he paints his face, like Jeze-

bel, with a varnish of goodly Vv'ords, of sanctified looks,

of actions seemingly benevolent and devout. He
prays with great fluency of expression ;

you would
think him an angel for fervency and rapture ; but it

is only iu tiie presence of others. And though his
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TTcnls are flaming, his heart is ice. He gives alms in-

deed, but must always take witnesses upon it. He is

very punctual in going to church, where he seats him-
self in some remarkable corner, in order to attract all

eyes upon himself. He seems to be all attention and
composure : he lifts up his hands and eyes in a reli-

gious manner ; or coV'ers his face, or heaves a sigh,

or sends forth a groan. O how mightily he is impres-
sed with the sermon, rfyou believe his face; while,

in the meanv.hile, he is indulging his lusts, and his

heart going out after his coveteousness !

AVhen he fasts he assumes a sorrowful air, and a

disfigured face ; and is grieved for sin as much as the

bulrush when it hangs the head. When he is in reli-

gious company, he talks of his experience, the plagues

of his heart, and complains of the great decay of reli-

gion in the day.—He is a most uncharitable censurer

of others, while he practises far greater villanies liim-

self.

All his religion, at least the greatest part of it, is

left behind him in the temple, or in the street ; for he

neither carries it to his family, nor to his closet.—He
is like the rainbo^v, whose glorious colors are reflected

from a dark vapor, only w^hen the sun shines. Not-

withstanding his ostentation, he hates tbe light ; and

refuses to come into it except when his mask is on.

—

He cannot endure a minister, who rakes into his con-

science ; nor a christian friend, who gives him faithful

admonition.—Yv'hen he is reproved for any miscar-

riiige, he says to the reprover, it is none of your busi-

ness ; meddle with your own matters. Were it not

for his eager desire of applause from men, and the

roaring ot^liis angry conscience, he would bid adieu

to all the duties of religion, whether private or pub-

lic.

His most admired and pompous services can find

wo acceptance with God ; and his most fervent devo-

tions are no more regarded, than if they were the how-

lings of a dog.—What is all his religion, but like the

kiss Qi Judas, or the bowing of the knee by tbe cruci,-
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fiers of the Lord of glory ? He makes God an idol

;

and considers the creature like a deitj^ whom he Avor-

ships and serves more than the Creator. He is like a
grave, which may be covered by a white sepulchral

stone of polished marble, and engraven with some ly-

ing panegyric for an epitaph ; but within a ghastly

corpse presents itself to your eye, or noisome stench

offends the nostril.

The longer you grow in his acquaintance, yoitr

respect for him will lessen ; and at length, perhaps,

will turn to a just hatred and aversion. For he is

sometimes discerned and despised by men, but always
by God.

The character of a sincere christian.

HE is one who needs not affect to appear in a
character foreign to himself ; nor to conceal that cha-

racter which really agrees to him. He studies to ap-

prove himself to God, and does not value himself upon
the applause of men. Fame and reputation he will

not court, but will deserve them. He ivill not hunt
after them, but they will follow him through the deep
€st shades. His real glory is not obvious to any eye,

bat the penetrating eye of God, who delights in him,
approves him, and commends him. When he prays,

he pours out his heart ; when he praises, he makes
melody in his heart unto the Lord. And his heart is

bigger than his words. He is not an enemy to public

religion ,• but secret devotion is an essential part of

his happiness. He not only mourns over these sins

which himself has committed, as Ahab did ; but he
laments for the sins of others, ofwhidi he is personally-

innocent; like Christ, who wept over the sins of Jeru-

salem, though himself knew no sin. He indeed re-

gards every the smallest precept of the law; but when
he tithes mint, anise and cummin, he neglects not the

weiditier matters. He is not for dividing religion^

g2
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like the pretended mother of the child, who thereby e-

videnced she had no interest in the babe. Though
he has the remainders of sin in him, hypocrisy not
excepted, he has not a heart and a heart, nor is he a
monster with a double mind. His religion is not the

*

fulsome compliments of a well bred gentleman, who
is your humble servant, glad of your welfare, and is

extremely sorry for your slightest inconvenience

;

but like the tender affection of an ingenuous friend.

As the beauty of Absalom surpassed the daub-

ings of Jezebel ; so does the holiness of the sincere

christian excel the painting of the hypocrite. He is

not like a smoky chimney, with a marble frontispiece

;

nor like a rotten grave, with a marlile monument ; but

like a mountain replete with precious ore, while per-

haps, the surface is barren and unsightly. He does
not want to bring dgwn the word of God to his pri-

vate inclinations ; but is desirous of bringing his pri-

vate inclinations to be judged by the law and the tes-

timony. He is not ashamed to own, that he was once
in an error ; nor afraid to know the worst about himself;

but, on the contrary, it is the language of his heart,

ivhat I knoiv not, teach thou me.

Though he is far from ostentation on the one
hand, and prudent enough not to blaze abroad his se-

cret faults on the other; yet he loves to come to the

light, and needs not be ashamed, though all the world
were a sun. Though he should not, with Balaam,
build seven altars, and offer up a bulloqk and a ram
on every one ; but, like Abraham, content himself

with one altar, and a singl*; victim
;
yet is his sacri-

fice accepted. His turtle-doves, and young pigeons,

are no less grateful than thousands of rams. Silk and
purple, and even goats hair, for the service of his sanctu-

ary, are not despised of the Lord, when his circumstan-

ces cannot afford precious stones and gold.—His in-

ward groans, his secret sighs, are a powerful rhetoric,

effectual and fervent. He puts their tears in a bottle;

and a cup of cold water, given to a thirsty disciple,

shall not lose iU rewaid. His rejoicing is the testi-
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mony of his conscience, when he hears the scorning ©f
Ihe people. Death, with all his grisly features, can-
not stare him out of countenance : and he needs not
be afraid of the awful judgment. Though like Josiah,

he should die in battle
5
yet he comes to his grave ia

peace.

ON CHRISTIAN PRUDENCE. "*

THERE is a prudence which is so essential to
the being of a christian, that it is but another name
for that faith by which he lives. He that is wise un-
to salvation ; he that knows thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent ; he that is in-

structed in the kingdom of heaven, to understand the

truths he should believe, the duties he should practise,

and the happiness he should pursue ; he—he is k pru-

dent man, though he should be neither a wise econo-
mist in matters of this world, a plodding statesman,

nor a cunning artificer ; for his God doth instruct him
to discretion ; and though a fool, in his own and 0-

thers opinion, he errs not in the way of holiness.

But there is a prudence of a much narrower
kind ; v.hich, if it be not essential, is highly ornamen-
tal to the christian, in the whole tenor of his life.

By this he does not so much avoid immoralities, as

improprieties of behavior ; Avhich, though they should

not make him guilty in the eye of God, would, not-

withstanding, render him contemptible among men.

—

In him the wisdom of the serpent is happily mar-
ried with the simplicity of the dove ; whilst he de-

fends himself from the injuries of the world, without

incurring the guilt of being himself injurious.

There is not perhaps any one description that

comprehends more of his real character, than this,

that his heart discerns both ihne andjudgment. It is a

maxim worthy to drop from the pen of the wisest of

all men, " that for ^Tzry thing there is a season, and
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a time for every purpose luid^r heaven." This ex-

cellent precept he well understands, as knowing that,

let an action be ever so good, if it is misplaced, and
thrown out of its due order, it gathers an awkwardness,
and exposes to contempt.

He knows when to be serious, and when to be
cheerful ;—when to be zealous, and when to be mode-
rate ;—when to be deliberate, and when to be hasty ;—when to be singular, and when to be conformed ;

—

when to speak, and when to refrain from speaking ;

—

when to reprove, and when to commend ;—when to

give, and when to withhold ;—and never can, with
a good grace, become the object of contempt and deri-

sion.

For, by this prudent timing of every word, and
action, he appears to every impartial spectator serious,

but not dumpish ;—cheerful, yet not frothy :—zeal-

ous, yet not fiery ;—^moderate, but not lax :—delibe-

rate," but not lazy ;—active, but not rash ;—singular,

but not nice ;—courteous, but not cringing ;—noble,

but not proud ;—frugal, but not covetous ;—devout,

but not superstitious ;—resigned, but not negligent ;

—

fixed, but not dogmatical ;—liberal, but not prodigal.

He speaks, but he is not talkative. He keeps si-

lence, but he is not sullen. He reproves, but he
breaks not the head. He commends, but he puffs not

up. His words are few, but they are as goads, an^l as

nails fastened in a sure place. Sometimes, indeed,

he may be betrayed into an improper action, when he
trusts too much to his own understanding, or gives the

reins to his unruly passions ; than which there are no
greater adversaries to prudence of every kind. But
he improves even by his blunders, whilst with shame
he recollects them, and resolves against the like fail-

ures in time coming. He searches the scriptures,

which can give even to the young man knowledge
and discretion. He mortifies his lusts, and moderates
his passions. He maiutPins a life of communion with
God. * Therefore shall he guide his affairs with dis^

cretion unto the end : therefore shall he deal prudent-
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}y ; he shall be extolled, and be Teiy high. Good
iiieu shall rejoice to see none occasion of stumbling in

him ; and they that desire occasion shall be ashamed,
because it is cut off. Go thou and do like^vise.

ON CHRISTIAN DILIGENCE.

TH^B diligent christian is a person who looks up-

on time as the most invaluable of all treasures, and up-

on the salvation of his soul, as the most interesting

business of life. He assigns not the dregs of his time

to the exercise of devotion, while the flower of it is

dedicated unto the pursuit of worldly employments ; but

he serves God with the best he can afford. He does

not say unto the duties of religion, as the partial chris-

tians of the apostle James said to the poor man in vile

raiment, when he came into their assembly, stand ye
there, or, sit here, under my footstool ; while the du-

ties of his civil calling are invited, with the man that

wears the gold ring, and gay clothing, to sit in a good
place. He seeks first the kingdom of God, and his

righteousness ; and other things can only claim a se-

condary care. Like Solomon, he first builds the house

of God, and then his own house. As the shekel of the

sanctuary was double to the common shekel ; so, in

the matters of eternity, he doubles the diligence that

he uses in the matters of time. Religion is not his bj'-

work, nor a matter of mere amusement, which he may,

or may not attend unto, as he pleases. He knows that

in all labor there is profit ; and that neither the bles-

sings of providence, nor grace, will fail into the mouth
of the yawning sluggard.

Dost thou not see, O my soul ! with what inces-

sant toil the children of men acquire their worldly

riches ? what dangers they defy ? what difficulties

they surmount ? with what laborious efforts they hew
out to themselves broken cisterns that can hold no

water ? They put forth their hand upon the rock, and
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killing damps, nor overflowing floods, that their eye

may see every precious thing. And shall I not much
more give diligence to obtain the prize oC my high cal-

ling, which cannot be valued with the geld of Ophir,

the precious onyx, or the sapphire ? How is he tilled

with conscious shame at such a thought ! that worldly

vanities appear with more attractive charms in the

eyes of worldly men, than the things above in his

eyes ; and should inspire them with greater ardor to

obtain them !—But especially, when he considers th«

shame, the pain, the sorrow, and the unknown ago-

nies of the Redeemer, to compass our salvation ; he

can no more regard it as a matter of indifferency, that

cost the Savior so.dear. Did he think my salvation

worthy of so much blood ? and shall I think it worthy

of no more but a few languid endeavors, slothful wishes,

lazy desires ? He looks upon no time as incapable of

religious improvement. E»^en the seasons of worldly

avocations are sometimes blessed seasons of inter-

course v,'ith heaven. As the image of Cesar was en-

stamped upon tbe smallest coin, as well as the great-

est ; so the beauty of theXord his God is stamped

upon the minutest actions of life, and establishes eve-

ry work of his hand.

Holiness, like a beautiful and shining varnish,

spread over the colorings of a picture, imparts a hea-

venly lustre to his whole conversation. Instead of

contriving excuses to blunt the edge of the precept,

and still the clamors of his own conscience, when call-

ed to any necessary duty, he opens his mouth, and
pants for God's commandments. He leaps upon the

mountains, and skips over the hills of difficulty. He
esteems every day lost in which he has done nothing

for the glory of God, the edification of his neighbor, or

his own salvation. The time which is employed by
others in vain jangling, and the canvassing of idle

controversies, he bestows upon the mortifying of his

earthly affections, and holding fellowship with God.—
When engaged in prayer, or any holy duty, be puts a



83

holy const raint upon Ihe backward flesh ; he rallici*

Jiis wandering thoughts, awakens his drowsy powers ;

and takes, as it were by violence the kingdom of hea-

ven. He considers no attainment of religion as fit to

be rested in ; and, in the matters of salvation, he
makes exception to the rule, be content with such things

as you have.

When old age shall clothe his head in snow, and
furrow his face with wrinkles, the retrospect of his

past life will not resemble a barren and unsightly de-

sert, but a cultivated garden. He is a credit to the

religion he professes ; and in some good measure, by
his edifying life, and confirming conversation, supplies

the want of miracles. But though he works out his

own salvation with fear and trembling, it is not hj his

own strength ; nor does he look upon his diligence,

however great, as meritorious of eternal life : for, as

Christ hath wrought all his works for him ; so it is

C od that worketh in him both to will and to do of his

good pleasure, *

ON SLOTHFULNESS,
Ovy the christian stirred up to diligence and activity.

OPEN thy drowsy eyes; thou yawning sluggard,

spring from thy lazy couch, on which thou turnest,

like the creaking door upon the hinges. Is eternity

nothing ? Are heavenly joys of such a trifling na-

ture ; are hellish torments so easy to be endured ; that

faint endeavors, languid resolutions, empty desires,

are a sufficient method to lay hold upon the one, and

to avoid the other ?

See with what unwearied diligence the children

of this world prosecute their temporary interests.

—

They rise up early ; they sit up late ; they eat the

bread of sorrow. For what ? To acquire either the

necessaries, or the superfluities of this present transi*

tory life : whether their taste be riches, or h@nor, or
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y/leasure. IVhat hardships will the seafaring man re-

fuse to undergo, upon the howling waste of waters, a-

nimated with tile prospect of heaping up silver as the

dust ? They are not deterred from their steady pur-

pose, though you should represent unto them, in live-

liest images, the chosen terrors of the great deep

;

though you should remind them of the roaring tem-

pests, the treacherous rock, or latent quicksands,

dreadful to ships, they are not discouraged. They
despise the southern heat, and the northern cold.

—

They regard not the labors of the day, nor the watch-

ings of the night.

Shall we mention, next, the incredible fatigues of

the campaign, while the soldier pursues his way to

fame and glory, through * troops of hostile spears, re-

gardless of the fierce countenances of the enemy, the

flashing of the swords, and the thjunder of the roaring

engines, which spread desolation all before them ?

—

With what amazing activity; with what intense ap-

plication, are the intrigues of statesmen planned and
executed, w hile they seek for glory, honor, and im-

mortality ? Alas ! shall these be wiser in their gene-

ration, in matters of time, than the professed children

of light in matters of eternity ?

But dart your eyes down to the centre, to those

accursed spirits who dwell in darkness, and are pun-

ished with an everlasting "destruction, (for even an e-

nemy may thus befriend us with instruction,) with

what vigilance they work in the children of disobedi-

ence ! with what diligence they exert themselves in

dishonoring of God, in destruction of men, while they

traverse the earth in quest of mischief, as the hungry
lion paces the desert round and round, if haply he can
find a beast of chase whom he may devour !

Throw next your eyes toward these happy re-

gions where angels reside, and where the spirits of

the just made perfect eternally reap the fruits of their

Redeemer's purchase. With what alacrity they do
his will ! Swift as the lightning's glimpse they run ;

they fly. Hear how they swell the note in the trium-
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phaiu song of Moses and the Lanii) ! Hovf uimbiy
thej^ touch the vocal strings ! Both tlay ami n'2:ht

the\' persevere in their exalted exercise, while ihey

serve him, with utmost ardor, in the temple of the

skies.

But though the rational creation were dumb, tlie

hianimatc creation would cry out against the sloihlul

christian. The golden snn rejoices as a strong man
to run a race, and calls you to run the race that is set.

The silver moon witnesses against you in the hea-

vens, as she walks in brightness amidst the sparkling

stars. All the rivers run into the sea, which con-

stantly either ebbs or iloAvs, but never stagnates in la-

y.y slumbers, never fails to wash the shore with his

returning tide.

The God whom we serve is the living -God. A-
way then with this deadness and formality. " Iia&t.

thou not knov/n, hast thou not heard, that the ever-

lasting God, the Creator of ail the ends of the earth,

fainteth not, neither is weary," in constantly uivhoJd-

ing, by his all-powerful word, this universal frame of
nature ? The reins of government, whether in the
natural or moral world, he never drops fjom his hand

;

but, b}^ his powerful energy, directs theii' varioua mo-
tions, in such mysterious sort as his eternal wis-

dom did contrive. Shall man, that noble crea-

ture, the peculiar ^lory of whose nature is to vrear

the divdne resemblance, to be the v€ry ima2:e of his

Pvlaker, shall he so far degenerate from his all-perfect

pattern, as to give up himself to a lazy torpor, and
shameful inactivitj^ ?

All beings in tlve circle of existence, from the
high Creator unto the meanest creature, with one har-

monious voice, awake Ihee from thy slumber. Go to

the ant, the little, the despicable, and yet laborious

ant ; consider her ways, O thou sluggard! her painful,

prudent ways ; consider of them and be wise.

Ye have the prophets and the apostles of the

Lord for your ensamples. The nobie company of
Biartyrs, and all ll;e sanctified ones who have goiie

l£
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btfore yon, v,ho have finished then* course, who have
fought the good fight, ^.ho have kept the faith ; and
now, through faith and ])atience, inherit the proiiiises.

But a greater than any saint or apostle, prophet or

jnartyr, is here. For, consider the apostle and high
piiest of your profession, Christ Jesus ; who not only
Inculcated by ills doctrine an holy fervor and alacrity

in matters of eternity but exemplified it in his life.

—

Arduous was his work, and difficult was his underta-

Iving
; yet he did not fail^ nor was discouraged,

iill he could say, it hfirdshed. Had he been stothluK

Ihen wo had been to us, here and hereafter. lie went
sibout doing good in the days of his humiliation. He
suffered no day to pass, in which he did not accoai--

f.lish some part of the work which the Father gave
Jhim to do. Retired upon the solitary mountain, he
prajed whole nights av/ay. How fervently he ad-

dressed tlie throne of his Father ! How pathetically

he declared the name of God unto his brethren, while
the listening crov/ds were lost in deep attention I

ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME,

O TIME, how short is thy continuance ! how
Ji'Dcertain thy stay !

Indeed, if we compare thee with the transitory

fashions ofthis world, thy face is full of wrinkles, and
thou art the oldest of things

;
yet art thou but an in-

lant in comparison of eternity past ; yet art thou but

4 moment in comparison of eternity to come. Not
many thousand years ago, the voice of the Almighty
gave thee birth, when he spake, and it was done ; he

t-^onimanded, and it stood fast.—Yet a little while, the

voice of the arch-angel, and the last ti'umpet's sound

?hall give thee death, and thou shalt be no more.

—

But, O how scanty is the share we have even in thy

short duration ! To us thou dwindiest down to three-

score years and ten; nor can we r.seure ourselves e-

vejtt of this littk span.
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Wirile we, poor dreamhig mortals, supiiiely yawn
on our beds of sloth, Ibigetrul of the difficult and iie-

</es3ary Avork of our salvation f thou boldest on Ihj^

riurelenting career, swifter than the weaver's shuttle,

the nimble arrow, or the eagle that hasteth to hop

prey.

None ever heardthe tread of thy nimbie feet, nor

the soundinc; of thy wings. Though men have given

fhee a tongue, and thou speakest not once or twice,

but twenty times in a day
;
yet man perceiveih it not.

We never remember, that the striking of the clock is

the knell of our departed hours ; and we say, with

the sluggard, " yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a

iiitle folding of the hands to sleep.'*

Could we recal thy steps, could we retrieve thy

loss, perhaps our folly might admit some sliadow of

excuse. If our work might be accomplished with the-

Slightest application ; and if we were not at all ac-

countable for the improvement we make of this most
]»reciou3 talent, then might our shameful prodigality

be a more pardonable error. But since all those hopes

are the most foolish and chimerical which can possi-

bly enter into human breasts, to what shall we a-

scribe our listless languor, but to the most desperate

infatuation and stupidity ?

Happy the man who has a heart given him to use

tljia price put into his hand to get wisdom ; and who
is skilled in the holy merchandise of redeeming the

time ! There are .two maxims to wliich, in the courss'

of his life, he stedfastly adheres.

The fj^st is, that no space of time is to be left

wholly blank and void, but every part of it ought ^o

be filled up witL doing good. He considers his time

as an estate, or tract of ground, that ought to be

diligently cultivated, or manured ; and no parcel of it.

though ever so barren, incapable of some improve-

ment. He allows to the innocent demands of nature,

for sleep and recreation, no more than is necessary, tc*

recruit its languishing powers. Every day he e^tx-

mates as lost, which has not nrotluced some actibh.-
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i',mt imports liim as a rational immortal creature, i^ixr

ding to projnole either the p;!ory of God, the good oV
his neighbor, or the salvation of his own soul. He
(Joes not content himself in being diligent merely in
the busiiiess of his civil calling, but to his power
he does good i:nto all men ; if the ignorant are to be
instructed :—if the unruly are to be warned ;—if the
weak are to be supported ;—^if the disconsolate are to
be comforted ;—if the needy are to be relieved ;—if

innocence is to be vindicated from unjust aspersions;
-—if mistaken prejudices are to be removed ;—and an-

gry passions soothed. But chiefly acts of devotion ;

hearing or reading the word, pouring out his heart in

prayer to a reconciled God :—these are his favorite

empioyjnents, and the portions of time employed in
them, the golden spots of his existence. A (lay in hia

courts, he esteems as better thaa a thousand.
The second is, that no opportunity of time be suf-

fered to slip. As " to every thing there is a season,

and a time for every purpose under heaven :" these

opportunities he lays hold upon, as tiie calls of provi-

dence to do good, which will be quickly over and
jfjone. In a Tvord, he is hasty in beginning, and vigo*

ious in pursuing every good work, and every laudable

enterprise, but chieiiy the work of his salvation. Eve-
ry day he considers as a new life. He cares not so
much how long time he lives in the world, as how
well he employs it ; as well knowing, that it is a pre«

lude either to a joyful or disconsolate eternity.

The superior and distinsruishin!^ advantages of ike chris-

tian in this life,

IT is true, there are beasts which excel us in

JjUik of stature, in perfection of sense, in vigor of

nerves, in swiftness of their motion. The inhabitants

Df air are accommodated with v/ings ; of water, with

HI13;.—What then I are we not stiil the eiiiperore o*
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the world ? Yes, we are. Reason asserts our supe-

riority ; and reduces the most fierce, the most un-

wieldly, the most untractable of the brutal kind, under
our yoke. By reaso?i we put bits in the horse's

mouth ; tame the elephant, conquer the lion. Birds
and tishes are catched in their own elements, and
served up to our tables. This heavenly gift maintains
our glorious prerogative. \\'e ascend where they
dare not soar, and trace the paths of the stars. Nor
are the goods of fortune, glorj , learning, much unlike

the qualifications of the irrational kind, when compa-
red with the superior excellencies of true wisdom,
goodness, and religion. Be it so ; the christian is not
versant in mathematics, in history, in systems of phi-

losophy ; not a logician, not an orator. He never
stormed a tov/n, nor gained a victory. He has not
what men call riches and honors. His clotlies are not
besmeared with gold. He plows not half a "country

with his oxen. He is not addressed Avith the high
and soundingr^Ules of your lordship, and 3 our grace.

He lives remote from courts and palaces, and is not
surrounded with a numerous train of servants. The
circle of his acquaintance is small. He lives not in

the annals of time. He is not talked of among dis-

tant nations. But when he dies, he is forgotten.——

•

Yet let him not envy the great, the wealthy, the re-

now ned ; for, if true riches, if glorious honors, if refi-

ned pleasures can make him blessed, he is a happy
man. He is not learned : but he is wise in what im-
ports him most to know, as an immortal creature^

wise unto salvation.'—Behold his know ledge ! for as

the twinkling stars of night are eclii)sed by the glorious^

star of day ; so is the wisdom of the world, by that

V. hich Cometh from above. He is not powerful : but
he hath taken the kingdom of heaven by violence, laid-,

hold on eternal life, and subdued his earthly afTections-

Behold the wonders of his might ! He is not wealthy:-
but he is rich in faith, rich in hope : contentment id

his natural wealth. He complains not of unsatisfied

desires.—^Behold his riches ! He is not honorable v
u 2
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hut God is bis father, Christ his brother, angeis h[»
servants, righteousness is his garment, holiness his

ornaojent, the cross is his coat of arms, heaven is his

inheritance, christian is his stile.—Behold his digni-

ty ! He is not renowned : bat God commends him,
angels applaud him. His glory is not bounded by the
etars, nor ended by the conflagration. Behold hi^

fanve ! In bondage, he is free ; in poverty he is rich ;

in obscurity he is illustrious.—Happy man ! enjoy
thyself in tjie possession of true felicity ; while others

hunt after the shadow, and weary themselves in

vain.

On the certainiT/ of Ike Christianas perseverance in his

happy state,

"FEAR not, thou worm Jacob; I will help

thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer, tliC holy One of

Israel." O heavenly soul, who art redeemed not with
corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with

the precious blood af Christ ; who are sanctified of

God the Father ; whose faith however weak, is j-et

imfeigned ; know, to thy unspeakable comfort, no
more thou shalt become a child of wrath, or slave of

sin. No, sooner shall the mountains depart, being^

torn froin their deep foundations ; and the perpetual

hills shall sooner be removed ; sooner shall the sun,

the glorious parent of the day ; the moon, the silver

regent of the night ; be extinguished in their habita-

tion, and Blars rush from the darkened sky.

Yoi:r adversaries are many
;
your strength is

€mal!
;
your fears are multiplied ,* yet shall the prin-

ciple of life, the habit of grace, the seed of God, re-

njain. Re whom 30U love, whom you fear, whom you
serve, is able, is willing, to keep you from falling.

—

He v.'ho has begun the good work in you, will main-

tain, will increase, will accomplish the life of grace,

and death of $iii. Infeebkd you m?y be, lik? a brm-
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sed reed ; a smoakiiig flax ; a '^vithercd tree, whose
fruits c:ad leaves are nippeii by surly winter ; but you
ahall not be destroyed. Rejoice not against them, ye
enemies of their salvation ; triumph not over them, ye
powers of darkness ; for though they fail, they shall

arise again.

Question net his power. Thus saith the faithful

and true Vv'itness, my father is greater than all ; and
none is able, whether by power or guile, to pluck them
out erf my father's hand, John x, 29. Is any thing too

hard for the Lord, who spoke into existence this solid

earth, and yonder glorious orbs ?—who holds them in

the hollow of his hand ? How many are the wonders
he has done, both in the heights above, and deeps be-

neath ! but has he produced, and shall he be unable \o

preserve the vital principle, though like a living spark
amidst the ocean of corruption ?

Doubt not his will more than his power. It is

ihe will of God your sanctification. For, lo ! a Tri-

nity of persons are in concert, as to produce, so to

maintain thy grace.

If there be anj' immutability of thy purpose ; if

any stability of thj^ covenant ; if any veracity of thy

promise, O eternal Father ! we shall not die, but live.

From the beginning hast thou chosen them to salva-

tion ; and it is not possible they should be deceived,

even by those impostors who do great signs and won-
ders, Matthew xxiv, 2-1. Once hast thou sworn by
thy holiness ; thou wilt not lie unto the mystical Da-
vid, that he shall see his seed, and that they shall be

established before thee. Thou wilt not retake thy
gift of thine eternal Son ; for thou art not a man that

thou should repent. But, in what smiling promises
hast thou plighted thy veracity, and declared the per-

petuity of thy counsel ? "I v.ill be to them a God :

I will give ihem one heart and way to fear me all the

days of their life ; and I will make an everlasting co-

venant with them, that I will not turn away from

ihem to do them good ; and I will put my fear in their

hearts, and Vix^r shall not depart from me for evei^.
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Jer. xxxii, 38. For the mountains shall de»}art, and
the hills shall be removed, but my loving kindness

shall not depart from thee, and the covenant of my
peace shall not be removed, saith the Lord, that hath
mercy on thee, Isa. liv, 10.

And shouldst not thou, O blessed Jesus ! pre-

serve with the most inviolable regard the gift of thy
heavenly Father ? Too dear they cost thee, O suf-

fering Son of God! to suffer any, the least believer,

to fall away and perish. For them thou left the

skies ; for them didst weep, and sweat great drops of

blood, and groan, and die. And shall they not perse-

vere unto the end ? Yes : if prayers, if intercessions

can ought avail. Holy Father^ keep them through thine

0)vn name. Thus he addressed the glorious throne,

while yet a sojourner of earth. Nor is he now un-

mindful of his brethren in the realms on high ; for,

while he breathed terrestrial air, he promised his droo-

ping friends, " I will pray the Father, and he shall

send yon another Comforter, and he shall abide with
you for ever." See him surrounded with prostrate se-

raphim ! What joy and gladness in his countenance !

what heaven in his ej^es ! Mark how the keys of hell

and death depend upon his girdle !
" Fear not, my

beloved people, because I live ye shall live also. I

am he which liveth, and was dead ; and behold, 1 am
alive for evermore ; and I have the keys of hell and
death ;" to lock the prison doors upon these ugly

monsters. O blessed Redeemer ! if we, being ene-

mies, were reconciled to God, our incensed Creator,

by thy death ; much more being reconciled, shall we
be saved from falling away by thy life.

Nor dost thou, almighty Spint, less insure our fi-

nal perseverance; whodwellest in our souls, and mar
kest our bodies thy living tem})le: who abidest in us a
well of living water, springing up into everlasting life.

Thou art the abiding unction, the incorruptible seed of
God, the joyful earnest of the heavenly inheritance.

By thee are we se:ded unto the day of redeurpliou j

vho eh^l dare t?? break up t^jese living q/istle8»
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and tie face the sacred characters of thy laW; >vhkli

'thon hast written in our hearts ?

On assurance ofpresent andfuture happiness.

THE assured christian is a rare and happy per-

son, whose conscience bears him witness in the Holy
Ghost, that his faith is unfeianed ; his love sincere ;

his fear filial ; his repentance evangelical. And be-

ing pleasingly conscious of those prints of divine

grace in his own heart, which are the fruits of i)ast e-

lectiou, and the buds of future glory, firmly concludes
that he is in a state of favor with Goil, and an heir of

the heavenly inheritance. He does not at all pretend

unto extraordinary revelations ; but comparing the

frame of his own soul with the characters of the chil-

dren of God, he is persuaded, both from the outward
declarations of the word, and the inward testimony oi

the Spirit, that he dwelt upon the heart of a loving

God from everlasting ; and that every gracious pro-

mise shall be his inheritance at the last. For, by the

mouth of these two witnesses, the Spirit and the word,

he is established in the truth of this delightful persua-

sion. Therefore he knows, that it is no enthusiastic

dream, cr diabolical suggestion : but a sober certainty

©f walking bliss. It is true indeed he may not on all

occasions be able to maintain such an exalted frame as

tliis. Through temptation, desertion, the prevalence

of corruption, he may walk in darkness, and have no
light. But while lie trusts in the name of the Lord,

and stays himself on his God, the clouds are scatter*

cd, and his former assurance returns to him again

w ith brighter evidence ; as clear shining after the rain,

or blooming health after a fit of sickness.

But, O the blissful serenity of his soul, when
drinking in the cheerful rays of the Almighty's couu*

ienanee. He is calm as the evening of the summer ;

^d peaceful as the shades of the ni^ht. The sun
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puts on a better beam, and erery creature njoices a-

round him. He eats his bread with joy, and drink?
ais wine with a merry heart. The b/ing ^ anities of

the world are totally neglected. An empire, in his

balance, weighs a grain. The darkest night of afliic-

tion is illuminated by the sparklings of this white
stone. For he is persuaded, that the atfiictions of this

present life, cannot disannul the everlasting loAe of

God : as the law, which was four hundred years after,

could not disannul the promise, before conlirmed of

God in Christ—Sometimes he has devoured torments,

find come with an appetite into the Games. When
the water-pots have been filled to the brim, the wa-
ters of affliction have been turned into the -^vine of

consolation. He has played upon the hole of the

asp, and put his hand into the den of^e cockatrice.

O (kathy he says, where is tliy stinz' ^ There is none
like him in all the earth, who is made without fear.—

-

He is the chief of the ways of God ; the noblest work
of the Almighty. With vrhat alacrity he runs the

way of God's commandments ! How sin is imbittered

to his soul ! How duties are sweetened ! Not all the

terrors of Sinai ; the lightnings that flashed ; the thun-

ders that roared ; when God came from Teman, and
the holy One from mount Parau, could have such a
powerful influence to molify the heart, as one drop of

this dew that descendeth upon the mountains of Zion.

How he twines about a precept ! How he longs for a
duty ! How he catches an opportunity ! Antl fearful

of oTending, he works out his own salvation with fear

and trembling. How can he live in sin, when he i*

tlead unto it ? How can he walk in darkness wlien h«^

has fellowship with God ? Row can he hanker after

the husks of the swine, v;hen feeding on the childrens'

bread ? or desire the onions and the garlic of Egyj)t,

when eating the hidden manna, and gathering th^\

clusters of Canaan ?

Ye children of this world, whose little souls are

captivated with low and perishable vanities ; what
can you produce equal unto this glorioi:* nre^'Offative ?
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We may apply wliat '.ras said in aiioiiier case by Gid«r
ou ;

" is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraini,
iiettcr than the vinta-^e of Abiezer ?'

ON DEATH.

O DEATH, how dismal thy appearance ! how
'grisly are thy features, to those whose thoughts can-
not overlook this present transitory scene of things ?

who have not learned to expatiate in the unknown re-

gions of eternity, and know not where they shall fix

their everlasting abode ! How dost thou rend the man
in twain, bursting the silver cord which knit the soul <L'

body into one ! From what dost thou snatch us away ;*

To Avhat regions dost thou convey us ? Through
what dark paths wilt thou conduct us from this world
to the next ?—These all conspire to heighten thy
terror, and make thy gloom more dreadful.

Thou riflest the treasures of the anxious miser,

and suliiest all the honors of the proud. At thy com-
mand the drunkard makes haste to finish his debauch,
and the delicious epicure becomes the sweet repast of
worms and reptiles. How wilt thou quench each bur-

jiing lust in thy cold icy arms, O king of terrors !

—

The man of letters forgets his favorite books, which
now in vain adorn the shelves covered with dust.

The sceptred hand now drops the reins of govern-
ment. The stately rooms of the palace no more be-

jhold their honored lord. Thou changest our counte-

nance, and scndcst us arcay. No more shall we be-

hold our joyous hom.e ; our pleasing and affectionate

relations ; nor the cheerful face of the day ; nor the

delightful variations of the seasons. 13y thee, for

ought we know, the stars are blown out as to us«

the sun and moon are extinguished in their habi-

tation.

And whither, O whither wilt thou carry us, wheu
t\'e rejiouuce our ccrrespondence witU the sun ?—

—
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%V]ien our Jull body drops into the grare, and rots a

way unseen, where wilt thou send our trembling

souls ? What sights shall we see ? What sounds shall

^ve hear ? V>^ith whom can we converse ? Alas ! it is a
state of which we are ignorant ; a world of spirits and
disembodied beings, with whom we have no familiari-

ty here.

How dark is the transition ! how dreary is the

path that leads us through thy deep and shady vale,

O death I To whom have thy gates been, opened ?

Who knows thy secret chambers ? No mortal e'er re-

turned to tell us what thou art.

Yet must we tread the dismal road : nor are our
steps to be recalled when fairly entered on it. No
man hath power to retMn the breath of his nostrils ;

neither hath he power in the day of Avrath. How uni-

versal is thy dominion ! how cruel is thy appetite,

which never says it is enough ! Long hast thou spread

desolation through the universe : not among beasts

end plants alone, but also among man's inr^erial race,

in every period of time. Void of compassion for the

!?miling infant ; the blooming youlh ; the venerable
sage ; thou blendest them in undistinguished ruin.

—

Thou regardest not the forces of strength ; the charms
of beauty ; nor golden bribes of riches. Thou jjourest

contempt upon princes, in whom we cannot thereiore

s-afely trust ; and u})on all the sons of men, jn whom
there is no stay, because they are born to die.

*' What man is he that liveth, and shall not see

death ?" We need not search for thee in the plains

of battle; in the rocks and billows of the ocean; nor
on the loaded table of luxury and intemperance.

Numberless accidents, and ghastly bands of pale dis-

eases, surround us in terrible array. But accidents a-

part, and pale diseases set aside, old age soon cuts the

thread of life and hastens thy approach. Threescore
and ten, or fourscore revolving* winters, may perhaps

be numbered by us. Alas ! how soon is this j)eriod

exhausted ! How exceeding diminutive it shews in

reason's eye ! and in the eye of him who is just now
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(o render ?ip the gho^t ! As the sliuttle gweej's' ovel
the l3om in the tuiiikiing of an ej-e ; as the |T03t, who
carrying some message of ini|)orta»ice, dis'.alched a-

way, gains upon the road, and takefe no lime to view
the adjacent country ; as the ship whicli has tlie wind
in her wings, skims over the watery plains and as the

fleet eagle, who spies out his prey {Voni on high, de-

scends with headlong preciuitalion ; so flics our mo-
mentary duration.

Yet boast not of thy victories over the human
race, thou unrelenting tyrant ? There are who can be-

hold thee with a siidle, and laugh at the shaking oi"

ihy si>ear. Jesus the loving Savior, received into his

soul the fatal sting, arid w^-ought out all tiiy deadly
venom. In vain you thought to hold him under thy
•gloomy dominion : for, " ijiough he Avas dead, yet he
is alive agaia, and liveth evermore." He entered thy
dre.^ry gates, and fasted of thy bitter cup for every e-

fect man. Why siiould we fear to taste thee, or tread

thy dreaiy vale, when the Breaker is gone up before

us ; Avho leads the blind in a way they know not, and
in pal lis they have not knov»n.

Repine at death? Why should the monrnfiil pri-

soner take in bad part the kindly oOice that unties his

fetters, and overturns the walls of his dungeon ? Why
should the child repine to burst the narrow coniine-

ment of the womb, and salute the rejoicing light of

day! Ought not the weary pilgrim to bless the tlay

w^hich returns him to his father's house ? and the es-

poused bride to rejoice in the hour when she is present-

•ed to her faltliful bridegroom without spot, or wrinkle,

or any such thing ?

Though thy pains, O death, were as terrible as a
timorous imagination paints them, (which yet they can-

not be, when the sensation is gone ;) yet should we
soon forget our miseiies, by reason of those transjjort-

ing scenes which shall straightway u»foId unto our

view.

-Kow soundlj'^ shall our dust sleep in the peaceful

grave, tby dark and solitary mansion ! ivhere we shall

I
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not he pained willi the gnawing of the worm ; nor of-

fended by the nauseous stench ; nor wearied with disr

nial solitude ,* nor frighted with the surrounding dark-

ness. These ai«? the terrors of the living, not the

dead.

It is true, the pleasant enjoyments of time are

ours no more. But neither are the sins nor the sor-

rows. We bid farewell to the streams ; but we bathe

in the fountain of felicity. We shall no more behold

the ways of m^n, nor see the glor}^ of the Lord in the

.land of the living : yet shall we come to God, the

judge of all ; to Jesus the mediator of the ncAv cove-

nant ; and to the innumerable company of angels, and
^spirits ofjust men made perfect.

Whither canst thou carry us, O death, from the

presence of that God, whose loving-kindness is better

than life ? When, with thy trident, thou shalt break

the pitcher of this mortal frame ; the deathless soul

is not like water spilt upon the ground ; for the pitch-

er being broken at the fountain, it rune to its original,

andean be gathered up again.

Hail, happy day, that destroyest the last enemy,
in which the sleeping bones shall hear the call, and
reunite into a system ! How shall the reproach of

the grave be wiped away, when that which was soAvn

in dishonor and shameful putrefaction, shall be raised

in glory ? Then, O death, we shall no more be sub-

ject to thy power ; when we shall call eternal life and
immortality our own. " Rejoice not against me, O
mine enemy ; for though I fall by thy hand, 1 shall a-

rise again ; and when I sit in darkness in the grave,

even then the Lord will be a light unto me»"

ON THE nESURRECTION.

SHALL death always triumph over the human
race, and hold these prisoners of the tomb in everlas-

ting chains ? ,Will the Lord forever despise the work
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of Ills hands ? nor over repair these heaven-labored
frames of flesh ? Shall these holy hand?, that arc de-

voutly jifted up to' heaven; those knees, that often

were bended in humble supplication before the throne;

those tongues, that talked of his wonderful works, and
nttered his praises ; aiKl ail the other instruments of
lighteousness, forever lie in rubbish ? Shall the ex-

pectation of the poor always fail ? Have the martyrs

bled in vain, who were tortured, not accepting delive-

rance ? Faithful is he who hath promised, who also

will do it. It is the work of death to part the body
from the soul ; and then the grave eats up oiu' flesh,'

and even gnaws our bones. Yet shall your works be
destroyed, ye frightful monsters ; bone shall come to

his bone, dust to his dust ; and every parted soul re--

enter its ancient habitation.

If it is marvellous in your eyes, should it be mar-
vellous in his eyes, whose understanding is infinite,

whose power is not to be conceived ? Lift up your
eyes on high, who hath created all these God-like lu-

minaries, and marshals all their host ? Behold, he
formed the eye, and bored the ear, and fashioned all

your members. By whom is his arm shortened, that

he is not able to restore his workmanship when gone
to dissolution ? Vie understand not the powers ot'

angels ; we are struck with admiration at tlie curiouH

arts, and witty inventions of puny mortals ; and won-
der how it is possible for them to give being to such
elaborate productions. The art of th:i painter is de-

gervedlH amazing to those^vvho are not formed by na-

ture with siich mysterious skill. How is the poor H>
diaii amazed at the moving machines of watches and
':locks, which are easily formed by European artists t

With Avhat inimitable art the skilful musician sv/ells

his notes, and sweeps the vocal strings \ Are the

ways of men above our shallow reach ; and shall the

ways of God be fully understood, seeing they are

higher than our ways, a8 the heavens are higher thau
the ep.rth ?

>-> /

:

-H k
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When the mystery of God shall be finished, and
the pregnant decree shall have travailed with her last

birth, the Lord himself shall deacfend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God. Behold, consider, and ad-

mire ; the manor sorrows, who was crucified, dead,

and buried, is the God who quickens the dead. Even
those are made alive by him, who embrued their hands

in his blood, who pierced his hands and his feet.

—

*' To this end he both died, rose, and revived,

that he might be the Lord of the quick and the dead."

O shiill-voiced trump of God, (whatever thou art,)

tow shall thou wound the rest of many generations

!

The king shall hear thee beneath the vaulted marble,

and shall come forth without his crown ; and the pea-

sant, who sleeps beneath the grassy turf, shall arise

at thy command. Ocean shall hear and tremble in

his deepest caverns; and render up his dead, which
Jong did float upon its surface, and weltered in the

winds, and at last were devoured by the finny inhabi-

tants of the floods.

Populous assembly ! not one missing of past,

present, and future generations. Neither can they

die any more. For, 6 thou last enemy ! destructions

are come to a perpetual en(*t. Though you have razed

cities, and their memorial is perished with them, now,

in your turn, you shall be s>\allowed up in victory.—

'

Kow glad would the ungodly be to find thee, when
j^ulled out like sheep for the slaughter ! they shall lift

up, in that awful hour, a crj after thee, far m(^ dole-

ful than what was heard in Egypt, in the night fatal

io their first-born. Gladly would they search for thee

in the bottom of the ocean ; or penetrate into the cen-

tre, tbroh'gh the interposing rocks, to find thee. But
ih^u shall flee from them, and leave them to cat the

fruit of their w^ays.

Think on this dismal tragedy, ye dead in tres-

passes and sins. Yet are ye prisoners of hope.—
Christ is the resurrection and the life. Believe on
him ; and though ye be dead; then sbi^n you Uve=—
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Repent and be converted every ^ne of juii, that your
sins may be blotted out, and not found, when they
shall be sought for, ^vhen the tinfes of refreshing shall

come from the presence of the Lord.

Times of refreshing indeed to all the followers of

the Lamb ! Then shall his going forth be prepared as

the morning, after a melancholy night of blackness,

and darkness, and tempest ; or, as the beauteous
spring, when she con>es after a surly v\'inter, to strow
the earth with flowers, and clothe the naked trees in

green attire. " Awake, and siiig," shall he say, " ye
that dwell in dust ; for thy dew is as the dew of herbt,

and the earth shall cast forth her dead, and shall no
more cover her slain."

Then shall those who, perhaps, expired in mutual
wounds, join hand in hand, and mutually partake iii

the redeemer's purchase. There Mephibosheth^ are

not lame ; nor Leahs tender-eyed ; nor shall Timothy
be any more subject to his often infirmities. For He
shall change our vile body, and make it like that glo-

rious one which he himself doth wear. Farewell to

pining sickness. Adieu ye ghastly band of pale

diseases, distempers lingering and acute, hunger,

thirst, and weariness. No more, O balmy sleep V

shall we need thy welcome refreshment, when that

which is sown in dishonor, shall be raised in glory.

Great is your gain, ye saints, when ye exchange
time for eternity ! Nor is it only gain to your undy-
ing souls, but even to your putrefying clay ,* which»

with inconceivable improvement, shall be restored

you again. Nor is it a doubtful event. Ye dead men
of the Lord, together with his dead body shall you a*-,

rise. For you he visited the gloomy mansion of tha

grave. Your redeemer has warmed your clay-cold

bed, and left a most delightful odor in the noisome
sepulchre. He who brought Israel out of Egypt, and
Jonah out of the belly of the fish, and Daniel from

the den of lions, y^tM surely bring you from the graven'

for the temples of the Holy Ghost will not always lio

ia rubbish, nor the members of the body of Christ Co?

i2
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^-»ei' be forgotten iii^tlie pit of corriiplion. The Lovd
Jesus i^hi'isi he is the head, the living head f and ye

are the menihers of his body, of his flesh, and of his

bones. He is the first-fruits, and ye are the full har-

vest. He is the first-begotten from the dead, and ye,

as the younger breihren, siiaij be begotten in your

season. And v,ith your cIslv, your characters shall

rise, and your righteousness ahall go forth as the light.

For, by the resurrection from tiie dead, ye shall, like

Clirist^ be declared the sons of God ^\ith power.

ON THir RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT.

THERE is a time, (who knows how near?) when,
according to the tenor of the sacred oracles, the mys-

tery of God shall be finished, the Lord himself shall

descend with a shout ; the dead shall be raised ; the

living shall be changed ; the world shall be judged.—
Whatever great or dreadful has been achieved under

the sun, falls infinitely short of the transactions of thie^

awfdl day. Mercifully has our gracious God sup-

pressed this day and hour in darkness, that we may
Kever intermit our Avatch. O did we make this wise-

improvement of it

!

Methinks tlie awful period Is arrived. The drou-

gy world is lost in security : little dreaming of an ex-

tinguished sun, or falling stars. Some will be buying
and selling in the market ; some will be debauching
in the tavern ; some will be planting trees ; some will

be building house?; some will be marrying, and giving

in marriage ; v/hen, lo ! the dreadful sound of a trum-

pet, blown by a strong hinged angel, (perhaps the

same that was once heard on Sinai, waxing louder

and louder,) shall v>'Ound the ear of nature, proclaim-

ing the approach of the judge, that an end, an end ie

€ome, and the fasiiion of this world passeth a^vay.

Behold, he cometh with clouds ! innumerable angels

fetlend his ap^ifoacir^ and po'ir aro-md his chariot j his
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radiant face eclipses the lustre of the sun; beneafia

Iiim a great throne, v/hite as the snow, and £eiy as

the flame.—Is this he who was born in Bethlehem,
and groaned on Calvary ? whom ye insulted, O mali-

cious Jews, bending your knees before him in solemn
mockery ? Say now, mistaken Caiaphus, whether
did he or thou blaspheme ?

Long had the prisoners of the grave slept in dark-

ness; but noAv they awake out of their iron sleep, thfey

shake off the slumber of a thousand ages. Now mo-
numents render back their dust, church yards and bu-

rial grounds pant and heave. Even palaces will then
be found to have been but upper chambers to a tomb.
And the ocean itself will seem to have been paved
with 'human skulls.—Strange to behold t the frag-

ments of bodies will fly through the air, to obey the

signal of the trumpet, and join their fellow members»
however distant. Ask not, ye profane, how can it

be ? For, w^ho hath shortened his arm ? He who
knit your bodies together at the first, can reunite your
scattered dust, though the four w inds were warring for

It. Three days did the propliet Jonah suffer a living

death in the belly of a fish ; but when the third morn-
ing gilded the mountains, and played upon the bil-

lows, the obedient monster returned his sacred guest

untouched upon the safe shore. So, at the appointed
season, the grave, at the command of God, shall cast

forth her dead, and the earth shall no more cover her

slain.

Bleantime, the living shall undergo a change e-

quivalent unto death, and this mortal shall put on im-

mortality. This is a great mysterj^ Here let us

leave it under a veil, and proceed to take a view of

prat most populous assembly, where Adam shall sa-

lute his youngest son. The billows are not so nume-
rous that break upon the shore, nor the stars that glit-

ter in the tirmament. The edict of the almighty King
shall sweep an area for this vast congregation. Here
all civil distinctions are buried. The mighty Caesar

staada upou a \et^\ with the meaiaeet of the throng.—
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No respect is paid to him that wore Imperial purplf

,

Here the great heroes of antiquity shall stand un-

marked and unadored.

See there on the left hand of the judge, that dire-

ful croud, pale with horror and amazement ! how their

eyeballs roll in wild affright t what despair is in eve-

ry gesture !—Most gladly would they bless the grave
to cover them ; the flames to wrap them ; the rocks

to hide them ; or the seas to sweep them from the pre-

sence of him that sits upon the throne.

But mark on tlie riglit hand that triumphant as-

sembly, who face the thunders with dauntless magna-
nimity ! when the stars are falling, their thoughts are

fixed : when the earth is quaking, their hearts are un-
apjialled. They view with calm serenity, the yawn-
ing gulf, the glorious judge ; and hail the happy morn-
ing of the resurrection. Arc these the forms that

mouldered in the dust ! What rosy youth smiles in

their countenances ! Onc€ did they lie among the
pots of sin and misery ; but now they are made as a
dove, whose wings are covered with silver, and her
feathers with yellow gold. Not one sinner shall stand
in this vast congregation of the righteous»

ox THE MISERY OF THE qAMNIfD.

CANST thou descend, O my soul ! with awfuT
step into the doleful regions of damnation ?—Let thy
heart meditate terror. The more shall thy fears be
alarmed to fly from the wrath to come in this thy d^
of merciful visitation : the more shall thy gratitude be
awakened to thy laving SaWor, who redeems thy life

from destruction, and who says unto thee, Fear net, I
have the kei/s of hdl and of d'ath. But have the doors"

of the shadow of death been opened unto us ? Who
can presume to give the geography of this dismal ter-

ritory, or confidently say in what place of this large

universe eternal justice has ordaiued this U-oIeful Uiai\
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gcon ^ Whether it sliall be in the centre of the earlli,

or in some blazhig comet, or far beyond the limits of
this lightsome world, where chaos and eternal dark-

ness reign—HE only knows, before whom hell and
destruction halli no covering. No thoughts can reach,

iio words can paint the horrors of this dreary region,

where the miserable inhabitants drink of the wrath of

(he Almighty, and know by dreadful experience what
is the pOAver of his anger. Waving the metaphorical
desciiptions of darkness, worms, and fire ; there dwells
the most restless and unsatisfied desire ; the most o-

verwhclming shame ; the most horritiie fear ; the most
etismal sorrow ; the most tormenting envy ; the most
unrelenting hardness of heart ; and the most racking
despair.

They hunger, but there is no food to relieve their

appetite ; they thirst, but there is no refreshing foun*

tain, nor even a cooling drop. Should sensual appe-

Tites remain, they never can be gratified. As heathen
poets sung of Tantalus, burning with thirst and hini-

jger ; gladly would he snatch at the delicious apples

hanging over his head, or steal a cooling draught of

water that came up to his chin : but no sooner did he
make the fruitless attempt, than the apples fled from

his grasp, and the waters from his taste. So shall

they " snatch on the right hand, and be hungry ;

and they shall eat on the left, and shall not be sa-

tisfied ,• they shall eat every man the fiesh of his own
urm."

How will the impropriety of their past conduct

expose them to the bitter taunts of insulting devils,

and to the painful upbraidings of their own hearts !—

-

Fools that we were, for one morsel of meat to sell our

heavenly birthright 1 for such transitory delights ; for

such little sips of polluted joys, to awaken these ever-

lasting fiames ?

W hat fearfulness and trembling shall come upon

them, when they behold. the angry face of God clad

with an everlasting frown ! Who can behold it, and

not be sore amazed t Eveii the fion of God did sweat
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great drops of blood when he beheld it. How then

shall these feeble creatures endure !

Lo ! heaven shuts its everlasting doors upon

them, v/hile their minds are haunted with the ghastly

apparitions of their departed joys. How keen must
be the sorrow ! how cutting the anguish of such a*

thought ! I have eternally lost the incomparable hap-

piness of yonder blessed abodes. Where are ye now
my pleasing comforts ! How have you fled away as

a vision of the night.

Nor v.ill it be a small part of their misery, to en-

vy the prosperity of the righteous, when they shall

seize their heavenly thrones, and tune their harps to

strains of highest rapture. When " their horn shall

be exalted with honor, the wicked shall see it, and
be grieved : he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt
away."

O shocking to think t they will eternally hate

the eternal Excellency, because they are hated of

him.—No more shall the divine Spirit excite the

faintest motion in their minds towards God, or holiness*

The iron sinew of their stubborn will, will grow more
hard hy these fierce flames. They may indeed repent,.

but their repentance worketh death.

Here hope supports under the greatest pressures;

but there that anchor shall be broken. Here the sons
of sorrow will sometimes sink in soft repose ; the

couch w ill ease their complaint ; and kind offi-

cious friends will fall on various methods to blunt the

edge of the sharpest pain. Even the tortured wretch,

though dying hard and slow, may comfort himself with
this, that his torments will shortly come to an end.

—

But these can hope for no respite, nor period of their

woes.
How would it stamp a bow in their cloud, to think

there were an end ! but in vain, should they shed an
ocean of tears, and stretch out their suppliant hands.

Death will flee from them, consigning them to flat des-

pair. Have pity upon them, O ye their friends. Will
no affectionate reiatioii shed a coiMpagsionate tear ?—
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Alas 1 the father will not pily his children, and tlie

mother will have no compassion on the son of her
womb, for they sing hallelujah, when the smoke of

their torment ascendeth for ever and ever.

Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked .« and
this is the place of him that knoweth not God. O my
soul ! envy not their momentary happiness, come not

into their secret, be not united unto their assembly.

How much better is it for thee to strive to enter in at

the strait gate, with these happy few that find it, than

to go with the multitude in the broad way that lead-

eth unto destruction ? Canst thou fly too fast from
hell and damnation ? Canst thou be too careful to a-

void those paths, which, though strewed with roses,

lead down to the chaml^rs of death ? Whether is it

better thy flesh should murmur, or thy soul should pe-

rish ? O that knowing these terrors of the Lord, oin*

whole life might be one consi* ant flight from the wrath
that is to come ! How miserable are they who will

not be persuaded of the reality of everlasting torments,

by all the threatenings of the word, when it is declar-

ed by the faithful and true witness, " if they will

not believe Moses and the prophets, neither will

they be persuaded though one should arise from the

dead."

ON THE HAPPINESS OP HEAVEN.

GLORIOUS things are spoken of thee, city of

<5pd ! and of those happy beings who walk thy gol-

den streets, and dwell in thy ivory palaces.—They
are all of them kings and priests unto God.

Hail, ye highly favored of the Lord, ye nationis

of them that arc saved ! Now have ye received pow-
er over the nations of numerous corruptions, and rule

them with a rod of iron.—A crown not of flowers,

which fade, not of gold, which is also a corruptible

thing ; but of glory, or righteousness, of life, shall

flourish on yoiy iieads, The throne of Christ himself
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receives yoii. Eternal shall be your triumph, ye
bapjjy victors, who have more than conquered.

Therefore are ye arraj^ed in white robes, with palms

In your hands, and songs of salvation in your mouths.

The Lord is your inlteritance, ye royal priest-

hood. By Jesus Christ your altar, shall you offer up
the sacrifices of praise continually. You shall go no
more out from the heavenly temple, as did the legal

priests below ; for he shall make you as the pillars of

Jachin and Boaz in the t^sniple of your God.—In what
ilowery paths, by what living v/aters, shall the Lamb
iji the midst of the throne conduct you, ye flock of his

pasture, for whom your good Shepherd tlid give his

very life ! Under what verdant shades shnll 3 on re-

pose, where the sun shall o^t light on you, nor any
heat ? O hap[>y rest from sin and sorrow into v;hich

ye have entered, ye people of God ! No more shall

ye weary yourselves in the greatness of your way.

—

Your understanding shall rest in the contemplation of

truth
;
your wills in the fruition of good. Every wish

is crowned, «very desire is gratified by God himself,

your e"ceedlng great re\vard. Plentiful feast to which
ye are invited, where ye feed upon the hidden man-
na, and taste that the Lord is good. No more shall

pale famine approach your blessed abodes, who are

called to the marriage-supjier of the Lamb. O blissful

vision to which you are admitted ! No more ye see

through a glass darkly. Not the back parts only, but

the face and similitude of the Lord shall you behold.

—

All ye beholding, with open face, this glory of the

Lord, shall be satisfied and sanctified at once. With
joy, and in righteousness, shall you see his face.

But, O thou exceeding great and eternal weight of

glory ! E3 e hath not seen thee, ear hath not heard

(bee, heart hath not conceited. What tongue, what
pen of angels can describe thee ? Therefore by such

variety of metaphors art thou shadowed out in the

book of God.
O heavenly Father ! give me the light of the

knowledge of thy glory. Irradiate my mind, di-
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vine Si«ii'i! ! tliat in thy light I mar kno',v wl^at is the

riches of the glory olhis inheritance in th\3 saints.

As delicious meat unto the taste ; a;; fragrant per-

fume unto the smell ; as melodious accents to the ear:

as delightful colors to the eye ; so is the knoAviedge oi

Avisdom unto the soul. But, ?vherc shoU tvisdom be

found? and ivkcre is tJie place cj" understanding ? \i\

rain you seareh for it in these dull regions. Here,

with laborious assiduity, we dig for her as for hid trea-

Ftiires. When foimd, by many a painful etibrt, hoxr

far from satisfactory ? Neither do we find that know-
ledge is productive of holiness in heart and life. How
many, like that prodigious image which Daniel be-

held in the visions of the night, have added (e^i of sor-

did clay to heads of })urest gold ? But in that happy
country, the night of intellectual darkness no more at-

tends her dusky shade. Tlie tree of knowledge is the

tree of life in the celestial paradise. Then each niys-

terious doctrine in religion shines brighter than the

light, and full day pours on all the paths oi" heaven.

—

Kov/ are the channels of the deep waters discovered,

through which the Almighty held his darksome way ?

Sin too is banished from those bright abodes ; for

the people that dvv-ell there shall he ail rigliteous. No
?nore shall the l3ody of sin, and power of ind-.s-elling

corruption, fetch the deep groan from the bottom ot

the heart. That root of bitterness which hereabouts
was left, with bands of iron and brass, is quite extir-

pated. No more shall Jacob and Esau struggle in the

womb of the sanctified ones ; nor the law in the mem-
bers war against the ftnv of the mind. It is true the
militant graces shall resign, v.lien every enemy lies

prostrate on the field. Victorious faith and hope now
enter into rest. But charitj- never faileth. Charity,
whicli is the fulailing of the law, shall burn in purest
flames for ever and ever. Happ}', thrice happy they
who have attained this holy perfection. Your harps
shall be always tuned, and your garments alwa3^s white.
Now are ye eased of your greatest burden, and rescu-

ed from the hands of ypur deadliest foe. JVa sjore
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,bjuiil wandering tlioiignts annoy your lieari nor idle-

words flow from your tongue. While we, alas ! must
sore complain of vanity, pcrverseness, and disorder in

mind, will, and affection.

Neither shall there be any more pain ; for sor-

row shall be turned into joy. O ye that rejoice in God
above all, and in Christ Jesus, with joy unspeakable,

though now you see him not ; how ghall you be com-
ibrted, v»hen you shall behold his face in righteous-

ness, wearing sweet smiles ! Will it not be good for

you to be with liim who died for you ? with him
where he is, that you may behold his glory ? Then
?hall you see those hands and feet that were pierced

;

ihat side which was wouivied ; that head which wore
ihe thorny crown. Is this the man who groaned and
died on Calvary for me ? who descended into the

crave for me ? Yes ; thig is the man, the God-man,
Jesus, the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever. No
Sight of years shall dissolve the mysterious union of

Jjis humanity with the divine person of the eternal

Son.
All their springs of consolation are derived from

ibis fountain of living waters
;
yet are there other

considerations in v.hich they shall rejoice, though
with inferior delight. Then shfill they come to you,

ye innumerable company* of^angels ; nor be startled at

familiar interviews with you, though disembodied

creatures, as thej^ were in their mortal state. Here
you were the spectators of their conflicts, and the

guardians of their virtue ; then shall ye be the asso-

ciates of their bliss.

O comfortable society ! Then, too. shaH we come
to the general assembly and church of the first-born.

Those who lived in distant periods of the world shall

meet in one congregation. The inhabitants of dis-

tant regions shall be there ; those who dwelt in Bri-

i»ain and Judea. O large connnunion ! which no dis-

tance of time, no length of sea and land can confine :

no auimosty shall corrupt, world without end. There
our grand parents eat the tree of life, no flaming sword
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•foi'biddiiig all access. The patriarchs shall wander iio

more as pilgrims and strangers, having ibund the coun-

iry they desired. There shall we see the venerable

.^a'int, whose faith enabled him to obey, v^ithout reluc-

tance, the most ditficult i)recept that ever ^vas given ;

and him whose invincible patience trium}»hed ovef

{he greatest load ot' calamities. There shall we sec

(he prophets who foretold, and the apostles who pub-

lished the power and coming of his Majesty ; and all

the goodly company, who loved not their lives unto

the death, but rendered their lives, by cruel tortures,

for the love of the truth. How iVequenth^ is that com-

plaint of the prophet to be taken up in these regions of

sorrow, " wo is me ! for I am as when they have gathered

the summer fruits, anti there is no cluster to eat ; the

good man is perished out of the land !" But no sin-

ner shall be there, no deceitful hypocrite in all the

fair association.

Nor will they be insensible ofjoy from the glories

of that delightful place where they shall dwell. O the

novelty, the beauty, the grandeur of the heaven of

heavens, the house not made with hands, the city

that hath foundations infinitely surpassing the temple
of Solomon, and the city of David ! Beautiful was
the earthly paradise, and beautiful the earthly Canaan;
yea, beautiful is this habitable earth, where many of

the enemies of God reside. What then must be the

h«avenly paradise, the heavenly Canaan, which God
hath prepared for them that love him !

And, O with v.hat fair bodies shall they be clo-

thed, who have put on immortality \
•' The inhabi-

tant of that land shall not say, I am sick ;" but Inn

countenance shall smile vviih rosy celestial youth for

evermore.
The hell they have avoided will accent their

songs of salvation; ant4 the world they have escaped
will serve as a foil to the bliss. Thus it enhanced
the miraculous deliverances of the Israelites, to see

from the safe shore the wretched Egyptians tumbling
in the ocean ; and as the waste and hovrling wihh r



112

Kes8 gave additional charms to the land that Sowed
with milk and honey.

Nor will you be inactive through long eternity.

—

You rest not day nor night
; yet shall you be stran-

gers to weariness and latigue. To praise him shall be
your element ; to teach the arches of your lofty pal-

aces to resound Asitli the name of him you loved

"will be your delightful employment, while ages roll

For, O eternity ! eternity ! it is thine to crown
the joys above. Thou art the knot which bindest the

bundle of life together. Without the thought of thee,

dim sadness would not spare the faces of the bles-

sed, their songs v\'ould be marred with dreadful dis-

cordance, and all the blissful bowers would lose their

charms.

On tlie manifestation cfthc Son of God in humanflesh.

THE seventy weeks of Daniel were now elapsed;

and they who looked for salvation in Israel, were
wrapt in silent expectation of the Messiah coming in

the name of the I.ord to save them. Long had the

Gentile nations v.alkod in their own ways, and the

Jews practised the ceremonies of Moses. But neither

could the precepts of the philosopher retrieve the ruins

of our fall, nor could the carnal ordinances of the law
make them perfect, who had recourse unto them, as

toucliing the conscience. For as yet the daily obla-

tion had not ceased ; nor the temple smoked in ruin,

into which the messenger of the covenant, according
to the ancient prediction, was suddenly to come.-^-

The sceptre of David was now sunk into the hatchet

of a carpenter, and his tabernacle Avas fallen down.

—

Tiberius swayed the sceptre of Rome ; Herod was
ing in Judea; John the baptist had been six months

i.ithe womb, who was to be the harbinger of his co-

viiin'4: nnd a profoTuul peace r«^igued over the worlds
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33 a presage of hi? birlh, Avhose name is called, tJu

Prince of Peace. When the ahnighty King, who is e-

rer miurifiil of his corenant, dispatches from the bles-

iied abodes, lo the angel Gabriel, (none of the least of
the heavenly throng, and not now first employed in
^imbassies of lov« to man,) to salute the blessed virgin,

ihe mother of our Lord. TJie obedient angel files,

and punctually discharges his commission. But, O
ye papists, though he honors her- as a saint, he wor-

ships her not as a goddess. A new thing indeed it

was in the earth, that a virgin should conceive ; but
by no me?n3 impossible unto the Holy Ghost to bring

about by his over-shadowing power. If once a woman
was formed out of the substance of a man, why should
not that same divine power be fully able to produce a
man out of the substance of a woman ? IMay v>'e not
humbly judge that it came from Him who is wonder-
ful in counsel, and excellent in working, that for the

general honor of our nature, the Savior did spring

from that feeble sex which was first in the transgres-

sion ? For, " as the v.oman is of the man, even so

also the man is by the woman ; but all things are of
God." O condescending Savior, blessed, beyond all

peradventure, was the womb that bare thee, and those

pai)s that gave thee suck ; nor is it easy to conceive
how a sinful woman could be more highly honored,
than to carry thee in her womb, unless by having
thee formed in her heart*

Here let us forego all idle speculations, about
what other methods are pcss^ible to Ck>d, by which to

send forth hi^ Son into our lower world ; and let us
rather be willing to discern the characters of wisdom
that are evidently instamped upon this dispensation,

such as it is. For had a body been prepared him of
nothing, of the dust of the ground, or of some heavenly
materials, he would not have been of the same flesh and
blood V, ith those he intended to redeem. Or had it

been produced in the ordinary method of human gene-
ration, he Avould have been involved in the same guilt

V'l Adam's originating sin with the rest of mankind,
K 2
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whom he represented in the first broken covenant.—
As in the former case his relation to us would (for

what appears) have been too remote ; so in the latter, he
would (in all appearance) have been too like us; not only
in qualities of our nature, but in the guilt of our per-
sons. But now he is born of a woman, and therefore
of our bone, and of our. flesh. And because his mo-
ther is a virgin, v» e easily understand how he is holy,
undefiled, and sepa'rated from sinners.^—But here a
€lifficulty arises to our thoughts ; for, if she is a virgin

that shall be with child by the Holy Ghost, who shall

preserve her character from the unjust aspersions of
the world ? It is far more fitting, that her holy chikl

Jesus shall confirm the truth of his divine extraction,

by the tenor of his deportment, when adult, than that

she shall be the assertorof it. Therefore she is betroth-

ed unto a husband, who is at once the witness and the
»uardian of her virginity.

But leavii^ the sacred embryo to be curiously

Wrought in the lower parts of the earth by the fingers

of the Almighty, let us next see in what manner the

heavenl)'^ infant v, as ushered into the light, " for thou
Bethlehem Ephratah, though little among the thou-

sands of Judah," according to the prophets, " shalt

give birth to the Ruler of Israel." But though the
blessed virgin can trace her genealogy from David,
and from Abraham, she is a resident of Nazareth, from
Avhence no prophet was expected to arise. How then
shall the prediction be accomplished ? The emperor
of Rome issues a royal edict, that all his large domi-
fiion shall be taxed. He meant to fill his coffers with
money ; but a greater sovereign than he intended the

fulfilling of his promises. While every man repairs

to his city to be taxed, in obedience to the imperial

mandate, Joseph his father, as was supposed, repairs

among the rest to Bethlehem, the city of his family,

being of the house and lineage of David. And now
lie is arrived with Mary, his espoused wife ; who be-

ing near the time of her delivery, had been directed

by providence, or special instinct, to acconipauy her
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husband on this occasion. No costly palace receives

our wearied travellers. A common inn is tjie place

of his nativity. Perhaps a silent intimation, that he
himself should be a common Savior. Nor even ia

the inn could a commodious apartment be spared to

the Lord of heaven and earth. Ye men of Bethle-

hem, what a guest did you exclude ! The coarse ac-

commodation of the manger was all his mother could

obtain for her tender infant. Lo ! there HE lies wrapt
in swaddling clothes, whom the heaven of heavens
cannot contain. He is associated with the herds in

the stall, whom all angels adore ! For this is he ; be-

lieve it, ye children of men, whose name is Immanuelj,

which by interpretation is, God with us ! This is he,

who from all everlasting was the brightness of his Fa-
ther's glory, the express image of his person, who re-

joiced always before him, and was daily his delight.

This is HE, who was in the form of God, and thought

it no robbery to be equal with God ; but for our salva-

tion he is clothed in flesh and blood, and now be-

comes a helpless feeble infant t—O ye beautiful scenes

of the creation, thou glorious sun ; thou silver moon

;

and all ye glittering stars, in you the invisible things

of God are clearly seen ; but now you are eclipsed by
the more excellent glory, God manifested in the flesh.

Come hither, ye that thirst for curious knowledge, and
lose yourselves in thankful admiration. For the pei^-

&on of the eternal Word, by whom all things were
made, is found in the likeness of man, is become aa

our brother that sucked the breasts of our mother.—
Not that he stripped himself of any divine perfection,

or ceased to be what he was ; but by a most inefl'abie

act of condescension and power, he has veiled the

glorj' of his divinity, and become what he was not, by
assuming a portion of our humanity to subsist in his

own personality. O mysterious infant, the glory of

our race, who art not ashamed to call ua brethren I—

•

now, thou art fully able to give our ransom unto God,
and the redemption of our souls, though preciousi

s'hall not cease for ever.



116

What charming melody is that breaking the el'

ience oi" the night, and tasting strong oi' heaven ? It

is a muTtitude of the heavenly host praising God in

strains of highest rapture. O shepherds ! blessed were

your ears, to hear such early tidings of a Savior born

in the city of David. Though your heads were wet
with dew, and your locks with the drops of the night

;

yet none of the princes of this world could boast of

such an honor. But, lo ! three eastern sages, con-

ducted by a wonderous star, or glittering meteor, come
from a far country, to seek and worship the princely

babe of Bethlehem. They are not scandalized at the

inglorious figure the infant king did cast ; but percei-

ving the rays of Deity, even through the veil of flesh,

(such is the power of faith,) they not only OiTer unto

him costly presents, but address him with divine ho-

nors. A sad presage, ye children of the kingdom,

that " many shall come from the east, and from the

west, and from the south, and from the north, and
shall sit down with Abraham, with Isaac, and with

Jacob, in the kingdom of God, wheivyou yourselves

ehall be cast out." In vain does the besotted tyrant

of Judea think to reverse the high decrees of heaven,

by issuing out a bloody mandate to mupder the tender

innocents. While their infant blood defiles the streets

of Bethlehem, Egypt herself shall be a sanctuary to

the young Prince of Peace.—Be comforted, ye mo-
thers, whose lovely babes have perished in so good a

cause, and received such an early crown. In a little

time the cruel murderer shall fee! the weight of so

iisanj^just curses upon his guilty head ; and the Mee-

Bias shall reign in spite of hia infuriate and feeble

rage.

We cannot reasonably doubt, but the young Re-

deemer gave early proofs of his divine original. It

was no doubt, a very pleasing employnieut to the

highly favored parents, to rear up this tender plant by

a thousand endearing offices ; to mkrk the first bud-

dings of his genius more than mortal ; and to observe

the biosecms of every heavenly grace that aAlvrned \m
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Loly soul. But as it hath seemed gooil to the tvi^
<lom of the Holy Gliost, to be very sparing in the his-

tory of his private life, after he had called his son out
of Egypt, we must be content to remain in ignorance
of what is not revealed. Yet, as a specimen of the
rest, one remarkable occurrence is transmitted down
to our knowledge, concerning the holy child Jesus.
He had numbered but twelve revolving years, when,
accompanying his religious parents to the solemn fes-

tival of the passover, young as he w as, he could main-
tain a dispute even with the doctors in the temple.

—

-

His parents, not suspecting where he was, seek him
with sorroAvful hearts, and the third day restores him to

their longing eyes. Wist ye not that he had the busi-

ness of his heavenly Father to look after, and that he
needs not j^our parental care ! For, though his pa-

rents should both forsake him, the Lord will take him
up.—Ye learned doctors, little thought you, that the

amazing child, who talked with you to the great ad-

miration ofevery beholder, was he, of whom the pro-

phet says, " to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,

and the mighty God."
For the space of thirty years he lurked in obscu-

rity in the contemptible village of Nazareth. Who
would have suspected that the son of the carpenter

was himself the everlasting Father ; and the Creator

of all the ends of the earth ? But now the time is

come when he shews himself unto Israel. What ve-

nerable person is he, who, like the ancient Elias,

wears a hairy garment ; and in the villages of the wil-

derness, preaches the doctrine of repentance ; talks of

the kingdom of heaven being at hand ; of the axe to

the root ; the fan to the wheat ; and the chaff to the

fire ? It is the forerunner of Christ, '' the voice of

one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of

the Lord." See how the multitudes flock after him,

to his baptism ! even Christ himself condescends to

be baptised of him. The hoary Baptist wonders that

the Master should come to the servant : yfao was not
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worthy io perform the meanest office to such an exai

ted Dignitary. But thus it became him to fulfil all

rightcouness.—Once he was circumcised ; to sanctify

the church that then was ; to honor the divine ordi-

nances ; and to testify that he was a debtor to do the

whole law. And now he is baptised ; to sanctify the

church that is to be ; and to confirm his faith by this

expressive sign, in the promise of his everlasting Fa-

ther. For, though he needed not the washing of re-

generation, (as we ;) yet, when he descended into the

baptismal waters, it signified the large effusion of the

Spirit upon his sacred humanity, to qualify him fully

Jbr his' high and saving work. And may we not also

think, that when he ascended from this consecrated

stream, into which he went down with willing steps,

he was then assured, that in like manner he should

lift up his head above the waters of adversity, and e-

merge victorious from under the billows of his Father's

wrath ? O Jordan, it was a strange thing that befel

thee, when thy waters drove back their course at the

presence of God, and when Elijah smote them with

his mantle ; but much more strange is this, that he
who poured them out into thy bed, and made the dry
land, and the fountains of waters, is now washed in

thy hallowed wave ; while from on high the heavens
are opened ; a voice is heard from the excellent glory ;

and the Holy Ghost, in the likeness of a dove, de-

scends Hpon him.

Now, let us follow the illustrious Redeemer from
the banks of Jordan unto the solitary wilderness,

where Moses the giver, and Elias the restorer of the

law, fasted forty days ; and where the ancient Israel-

ites provoked him forty years. There, too, the great

fulfiUer of the law, during the space of forty days, ab-

stains from food, being supported by a divine power,
and fed with holy contemplation. But afterwards he
feels the gnawing power of hunger ; to expiate the

luxury of Adam in the garden of paradise, and to de-

monstrate the truth of his humanity. When, lo ! the

subtle e-Eiemy is permitted to assault hi-f virtue by
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sunJrj' ensnaring artifices. But all his efiorls afe

baffled by this Captain of our salvation.—Think it not

strange, O humble soul, if this malicious spirit shall

tempt, with restless importunity, even to the most a-

trocious crimes ; and shall abuse even the sacred ora-

cles to this vile purpose. He came unto the glorious

head, in all points tempted like as we are. But being

resisted by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God, he betakes tiimself to shameful flight.

Let us now proceed to trace the most interesting

eteps of our Redeemer's life, when he dwelt among us

iu our fiesh. And shall we first listen unto him as a

teacher come from God ? With what inimitable au-

thority t with what irresistible wisdom, impartial

freedom, undaunted boldness, unwearied diligence,

burning zeal ! with what homely plainness, conde-

scending humility, tender compassion, amiable meek-

ness, loug-sutiering patience, divine delight, did he

preach righteousness in the great congregation ! How^

eloquent ! How pathetic ! How mighty in the scrip-

tures !—But who can enumerate all the v.onderful

works which, by his own power, and for the manifes-

tation of his own glory, he effected ? The raging ele-

ment of water he stills with a powerful word, and

walks upon its rolling surges. Trees withered at his

rebuke ; fishes have paid him tribute. How often did

he give sight to the blind; hearing to the deaf; speech

to the dumb ; strength to the weak ; health to the

diseased
;
purity to Ihe defiled .^ Even strong death

could not retain his prisoners, when he gave the higli

command. Never were words so gracious as those

he spake. Never were works so glorious as those he

did.

Perhaps it might be enquired, in what palaces he

dwelt ? what riches he possessed ? what princes was

he acquainted with ? But though he calls the silver

and the gold his own, if he pays tribute, a fish sup-

plies him with money ; if he rides, he must borrow aii

ass. He built the sky, and had not where to lay his

head, He prepares the qora, and wjis fed at the table
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of olbers. porerty ! ho\v dost thou expose to con-

tempt even the greatest wipilom, and most solid vir-

tue, ill this degenerate workt ! But though he was
rich, for our sakes he became poor ; and by his pover-

ty, we shall be enriched.

The faithless and perverse generation among
whom he conversed, not content with rejecting his

heavenly doctrines, blaspheming his miracles and
staining his moral character with the most odious im-

putations, arrived at that enormous pilch of wicked-

ness, as on many occasions to thirst for his blood.

Sometimes they take up stones to cast at him, as an
abominable wretch unworthy to breathe the vital

air ; and sometimes they lead him to the brow of an

hill, with an impious intention to cast him down ; tho'

in the village where he was born ; and though a while

before, they Avondered at the gracious words that pro-

ceeded out of his mouth.

Nor was the conclusion of the scene unlike it-?

beginning. Even to the last we find h'uu a man of

sorrows. Is it nothing to you, O ye children of men '*

Much every way. For, by his bloody sweat you are

purged ; by his condemnation you arc absolved ; by
his bonds you are loosed ; by his death you are quick-

ened ; and by his stripes you are healed. Nor must
we regard the last dismal sutferings of the Kedeemer,
in the light of an affecting tragedy, but of an evangeli-

cal history.

Already he had made his triumphant, though

lowly entrance into Jerusalem, riding uj)on an ass !

—

amid the acclamations of the populace, in accomplish-

ment of an ancient prediction. His eye had melted

in tender compassion over the bloody c'liy. He had
eat the last passover, and instituted the new solemni-

ty of the supper. Many excellent discourses he ha<l

made to his sorrowful disciples ; and, by the signifi-

cant ceremony of washing their feet, he strongly in-

rulcaied, how by love we should serve one another in

all humility.—But as once we saw him in the wiUler-

iiess, let us now attend him iiito that garden of Geth-
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seHianp, the scene of his dreadful agciiy ; tvhere be

trode the Avine-press nlone ; or, rather v,as trodden bx

the Ariiie-press of his Father's vrrath ; where he was ia

all tlie mj'steries of woe ; where he beheld the ar.gry

face of God ; and felt tJie sting of death, long sharpen-

ed (if we may use the expression) upon the stony ta~

]j|cs of the law, infixefl into his very soul. Sec ho^.r

he lie? all prostrate on the ground, and pressed out oi"

measure ! with an invisible load, till large red dro{)«

tJf blood issue from e\ ery opened pore ! Wliat words
were these, O Savior, that dropped from thy li{»s in

this sore and I'loody conflict, wiien, in the most fer-

vent manner, thou didst deprecate the bitter cup ?

—

Vv^'as it the prosj)ect of thy cruel death ? Was it the

terror of thy crucifiKion, that made thee stand aghast,

and to shrink back with shuddering horror ? O no.

—

Thy martyrs have rejoiced even in the sternest trihu-

lations, have bid defiance to all the variety of torture,

and resolutely met the king of terrors in his most for-

midable armor. For th^y beheld the face of God clad

with sweet snrlles, while their afflictions did abound.

But thine it was to know the power ef God's anger ;

according to his fear, so is his wrath. It was the

burden of our guilt ; and it was tlie lively sen?e of the

Almighty's indignation, that filled thee witii such a-

mazing anguish^ and extorted from thy humtra na

fure, confession of distress, in tears and groans, and
prayers to him that Avas able to save thee from death.

But he survives the bloody sweat, being strength-

ened by an angel, and su|)ported by his own divinity

:

when, lo ! the perfidious traitor comes and dares ap-

}»roach to salute with a treacherous kiss, those lips

that knew no guile. For the wretched gain of thirty

pieces of silver, fhe jnice of a slave, when pushed by
an ox that he died, (a goodly price that he was prized

at by them !) did this miserable sinner betray hh
Lord and master. O cursed lust of gold ! to what e-

normous crimes canst thou urge on the human mind ?

—}iut who*are these he brings along with him ? Ro-

ns and Jews sent from the high prifsts, " Why do
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Hie heathen rage, antl the people imagine a vaiu thing,

to plot against the Lord, and his anointed ?" Against

whom do they come thus equiped with swonfs and
staves ?—But ^vhat is this ?—The}^ go backward, and
fall to the ground !—Understand, ye wicked, that he

i= al;}e to slay you with the breath of his mouth, and
cast you down beyond the possibility of arising. But
Ins hour is now come.—Take him—and lead him a-

wa3^—Let the disciples retire at the permission of their

Lord.—And thou, Peter, put up thy sword—leave

vengeance unto God.
The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the

Lord is taken in their pits. He is bound like a male-

lactor, who proclaims liberty to the captives. Easily

could he act the Sampson upon this occasion. But the

justice of his Fatlier forbids it; and the cords of his

own love, stronger than ail fetters, hold him fast.

Where do they lead him but to the high priest, as a

lamb to the slaughter ?

In vain does the conscience of Pilate remonstrate

the innocency of the Pannel. In vain does the wife

of Pilate dissuade from sanguinary methods, and tell

about her ominous dream the [)receding night. The
jeilly .judge, intimidated by the threats, and dunned by
the clamor of the mob, delivers Jesus unto their will,

and releases unto them the murderer whom thej^ pre-

fered.—What barbarous indignities were done unto

liim both before and after he received his sentence,

may justly raise our wonder, while they excite our de-

testation. Lo ! he is exceedingly tilled with con-

tempt, being forced to wear the ludicrous ensigns of

majesty. His crown is a wreath of thorns. His scep^

tre, a reed. The judge of Israel is smitten with a rod

reproachfully. He hides not his face from shame and
spitting. They rest not here ; for his back is prepa-

red for the tearing scourge. In these circumstances

of disgrace, he is denied by his only apostle who had
the courage to follow him. O Peter, hear you not

the witnesses accusing him false!}'^ ? la this your

kiudness to your friend ? Where now h your confi-
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dent boasting ? But so it was foretold by Chrisi;

and for this let us pass the time of our sojouniiug here
in fear.

Ah ! liow have we made him to serve -vvith our
iniquities! For panting, and spent with toii, and co-

vered with blood and sweat, he bears his crosss " his

visage is marred more than any man's, and his form
more than the sons of men." And now he ia arrived

at the appointed place for consummating the melan-
choly scene. His garments are parted. The assem-
bl}^ of the v/icked enclose him round. -They pierce

his hands and leef. See how he hangs suspended
on the racking cross, betwixt the heavens and the

earth !

No fountain relieves his parching thirst ! No
angel strengthens him from heaven I No Peter draw»
a sword in his quarrel ! His inexpressible torments
are not able to command one tear from tjie unpitying
spectators, vrho shake the head at him in cruel scorn,

wrest his words, and mock his prayers !—Even the

sun withdraws his light ! O golden ruler of the day,
didst thou fly the pain of thy Maker ? Or, was it in-

censed justice, that arrested thy beams from giving
light unto the sutfering Surety ? But, more horrid

was the darkness of his soul, when thou, O heavenly-

Father, withheld the pleasing beams of thy counte-

nance. Persecuted, but notforsaken^ may be the motto
of the suffering saint, but not of the suffering Savior.

—

Even in this hour and power of darkness, he casts not
his confidence away ; but, having commended his

mother to a beloved apostle, and his spirit unto his

beloved Father, he bows the head, and renders up the

ghost.—The earth quakes. The dead arise. The
temple rends her vail. Then were ye spoiled, O
principalities and powers. Then Justice" was satistied

;

{"'n.G law was magnified. The mighty works which
had employed the thoughts of God from all everlas-

ting, and which shall be the subject of the most de-

lightful contemplation to all the redeemed company,
world without endy did then receive its consummation.
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O that this dying love of God might dwell for e^

yTer ia our thoughts ; consti-ain us to every duty, and
deter us from every sin ! Must the Son of God
expiate, Tvith such diseful siifferhigs, sin, not his own?
Iv'hat iheti must they endure for their own sins, who
refuse to learn, from this amazing; example, the iuft-

uite evil of that abominable thing ?

Great v.as thy victory, O death, when even the

Son of God slept in the chambers of the tomb, a pri-

soner of darkness ; a pale and ghastly corpse. iJut

wo unto us, if the gospel history had left him in the

eilent grave. Then had the expectation of the

poor perished; then had his promise failed for ever;

then had we been still in our sins, unpurged, unpar-

doned.
But the third day beheld him emerging from th^

darksome grave. In vain tliey set a watch, and seal

the stone. It is not possible he can be held. The
wounds of his body are miraculously healed ; the se-

parated spirit is reunited by a divine power, before he
saw corruption ; and he arises as a man refreshed

with sleep, springs from his bed, when the morning
>hinc3 v^ith purple radiance. No more shall innrmily

clog thy flesh ; or sjHjrrow cloud thy brow, risen Sa-

rior. No more shall death reduce thee under his

gloopjiy power. Thy warfare is now accomplished,

and thou l.-ast received of the Lord's hand double for

all our sins.

O earth, why didst thou quake ? and what distur-

bed your repose, ye sleeping bones ? It was at the

presence of the God of Jacob, who lately was cruci-

iied in weakness; but now he is raised in power.

The eartli casts forth her dead. Sleep on, ye remai-

mug prisoners of the dust ; a time, a time will come,
wi.en ye too shall awake and ring, and ascend to meet
him in the air. Ye living saints rejoice that death is

ftwalioned up in victory. The grave, that hungry
monster, catching the bait of his humanity, was not

aware of the hook of his divinity, and swallowed its

own destructiau. Now^ may we rest in full assurance,
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lliat all our debt is paid, wliea, by the order of tlie

Creditor, the Surety- is taken from prison and frojfe

Judgment. For, lo I a shining minister, whose coun*

tenance is as lightning, and his raiment white as snow,
descends to roll away the stone from the holy sepul-

chre ! For fear of him the keepers did shake, and be-

came as dead men. No doubt he was fully able to

have removed the stone, who had power to lay down
his life, and had power to take it up again. For e-

ven the <pillars of heaven tremble, and are astonished

at his reproof. But it was the will of the eternal Fa-

ther, that these excellent and glorious creatures round

his throne, should put this token of respect upon their

Lord and ours, even in his lowest humiliation. Hail

happy day, on which a more glorious work was finish-

ed, than w hen he planted the heavens, and laid the

foundations of the earth t May that sweet day of sa-

cred rest be the joy of our souls! Then may we often

join with God and angels, in remembering this most
illuslrious work, a finished redemption.

The victory is complete ; what remains but the

Victor shall triumph ? The atoning sacrifice is offer-

ed ; what remains but that the high priest shall enter

within the vail ? Forty days he converses with his

disciples, instructing them, in the nature of his king-

dom, by his heavenly discourses ; and confirming

them in the certainty of his resurrection, by his fre-

quent appearances. Then does he lead them out as

far as Bethany, and the mount of Olives. By that

way he once came to his ignominious cross, and by
that way he returns to his glorious crown. And how
did he employ the last parting moments, but in bless-

ing his beloved apostles ; and assuring them of his

being ever present with them in the discharge of their

office, even when they should see him again no more ?

Could we have stood among that favored few,

who witnessed this glorious transaction, then would
we have seen him slowly ascending from the earth

;

not snatched as Elijah in a whirlwind ; till an obedi-

ent cloud receives him from the sight of the astonished

u2
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gazers, who had already seen enough to satisl'y their

faith. " Be lilted up ye evedasting doors of paradise,

that the king of glory may come in." Listen to the

triumphant shout wherewith the blessed assembly hail-

ed his arrival. Observe the trophies of his victory;

the blunted sting ot death, and the keys of hell and
the grave. Great was the pomp thou Sinai didst be-

hold, when the holy One descended on thy top, and
out of his right hand went a tieiy law ; but greater

doubiless vras the pomp, when he ascended on high,

leading captivity captive, after he had magnified the

iaw, and made it honorable.

Now, reign for ever, blessed Lord Jesus, upon
thy heavenly throne. For ever shall a crown of glo-

2-y encircle thy radiant head. No more shalt thou

coniplain of a sorrowful soul, or a forsaking God.
With what infinite satisfaction shalt thou for ever re-

volve thy past agonies, and see the travail of thy
soul ! Obedient angels cast their crowns before thee !

Vv^ith thee shall the church militant swell their song
even in tliis vale of tears. And unto thee shall the

triumphant church ascribe eternal praise, saying, with
a loud voice, " worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to

receive power and riches, and wisdom, and strength,

and honor, and glory, and blessing." To join the

soniis on high, may we also in thy due time be brought *

Amen.

Qy CHRIST LAID IN THE GRAVE.

IS this the place ? Is this the gloom ? How dis-

"mal the situation ! how ghastly the appearance! See
there his face defiled with deadly paleness ! his eyes
cicrced in death ! Hin body, covered with hideous
wounds, and scars of ignominy, lies stiff and motion-
less, wrnjjped in a mournful shroud ! O how unlike the
place, the state from v. hence thou didst descend ! And
was it then for this thou left tbe skies ? U this, ttst
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glofioiif? person by whom the worlds were made ? wfto
hung the stiirry glo! es on high ? gave rays unto the
sun, and brightness to the moon ? He thunders with
the voice of his excellency; frighting the nations with
the tremendous roar. Lo ! silence broods around him,
deep as the night, or summer's noon-tide air. Ah !

where is thy glory fled ? Where are those bnght mi-
nisters who have in charge tc^be thy constant iitten-

dants, in all thy ways to keep thee ? those who pro-

claimed thy birth ; hymned thy arrival on this earth,

and who, with kindly services, refreshed thy wearied
virtue, in the day of thy tem.[)tation in the wilderness?
Why have you abandoned your Lord in such disgrace ?

Why do you not brighten this dismal place with your
celestial splendor, that it may look somewhat like the
tomb of such a person? But, what are ye? Such a
mysterious event the sun could not behold, had not
the sovereign Mtnd, who rules on high, consented.

—

But why, O heavenly Father, wouldst thou forsake

the darling of thy bosom, who alwajs did the things

which pleased thee ? as was by thee declared, when,
from the opening cloud, thou sent the heavenly Dove,
who rested on his head when he ascended from the

baptismal waters. The hoary baj)(ist marvelled; and
every beholder was lost in admiration. A voice soun-

ded from the excellent glory ; a voice which was af-

terwards re[;eated :
'• this is my beloved Son, in whom

I am well pleased."

Forbear, vain mortal, to tax the divine procedure.

You see the Surety, who just now paid the debt of

mankind. You behold the slaughtered victim, the sa-

crifice of a sweet-smelliag savour. Though here the

earthly part of -his humanity is humbled for a tinje

;

yet shortly, very shortly, jou may, with raptured eyee,

behold him emerging from these darksom.e shades

much like the vigorous sun. But know, that thiae

iniquity did bring him to the dust of death, and plunged
him in these der;ths of ignominy.

Ah ! cursed monster sin, what hast thou done ?

I ionacrly heard thou cast tUe angels from their bright
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abodes to coasts of dark destruction : and mtm wast

driven by thee from paradise, and all its flowery plea-

sures. By your means the race of men were buried in

a watery grave. You called for fire and brimstone, to

lay in ashes the proud towers and tents of wickedness

and lust in Sodom's evil day. Thine is the pesti-

lence : the bed of languishing is thine, and every sick-

ness : you opened the jlit of corruption, and furnished

with deadly arrows, the inexhausted quiver of the king

©f terrors. Were not these achievements sufficient to

glut thy rage ? With these, audacious monster, thou

might have been content. Hov/ dared you attack the

Son of God, and kill the prince of life ? But know
for this, thou thyself shalt die. Thyself shalt be con-
demned. Lo ! in that grave I see thee laid, and gra-

dually shalt thou consume away, till even tlie hard
and solid bones shall be reduced to dust, w'ithout a
vestige remaining.

©K CHRIST RISING OUT OF THE GRAVE.

I WILL not anxiously enquire, who shall roll me
away the stone ; or waft me over the seas, to view the

local spot where the dead Redeemer was laid a breath-

less corpse. This I leave to you, sous of delusion

;

who, destitute of true devotion, trudge many a need-
less step. But let me find the holy sepulchre in the
field of meditation ; and on the feet of love, and with
the eye of faith, let me approach and view the place
where thou, O Lord, didst lie.

When he beheld the grave of Lazarus, he wept.
Shall i not drop a tear, when, Oh ! it was mine iniqui-

ty that brought him io the dust of death, and closed
his eyes in cruel slumbers ? But, wherefore weep ?

—

Why not rejoice also ? O death, where is thy priso-

ner? He is not here, but he is risen ; for the third

morn beheld him despise the grave.
jFff: rose, hrrose ; he burst the bars qf death.

And with him all cur triumph o'er the iomh.



129

What an agreeable perfuhic is exhaled from tliis

delightful place ! Here is no noisome grave ; for, no
sepulchral stench offends the nostrils. The sacrifice

of a sweet-smelling savour hath left a most inviting o-

dor, which restoreth my soul again.

But hath he left those garments, this linen pure
and white; emblem of his unspotted righteousness ; to

me and all his followers ? Like the divine Elijah,

who left this mortal stage, nor felt the stroke of death
;

(a privilege which, for our sakes, was not indulged to

ix far greater than he.) Lo ! there a napkin to wipe
ail tears from off all faces. Lo ! garments of salva-

tion, and linen pure and white, are ready at your hand.

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.

My languid spirits revive : I feel a lively vigor

dififuse itself over all my powers. What wonder that

such quickening inlluence proceeds from thy sei)ul-

chre. Lord of life ; when even a prophet's slee.ning

bones touclted into life a stiffened corpse. So sacred

story tells. Here let me come and bring my lifeless

lieart, when deadness seizes my soul ; here let me en-

ter; here let me dwell.

My lusts be buried here ; for ever lie entombed
my fears. O death ! where is thy sting? Where is

thy victory, boasting grave ? I no more consider thee

as a gloomy dungeon. Now thou art a quiet sanctua-

ry; a downy bed; a lightsome mansion; and a peace-

ful haven in order to receive the weary wanderer,

long lost upon this troublous ocean of anxious cares

and tribulations.

ON CHRIST COMPARED TO THE SUr? . .

SEE there the glorious ruler of the day ; who re*^

jypices as a strong man to run a race ! HMt
universal

in bis influence ! how rapid and how co«stant is his

motion ! that heavenly lamp has blazed for mulfituties

ftf ages in the blue vault of the firmament, iimpires
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hare arisen and decayed
;
populous cities bare "been

laid in ashes, without any trace now remaining of their

ancient dignity and grandeur. All these revolutions

have been beheld b}^ this bright eye of the worhl,

without any visible diniinuiion, or material alteration.

The selfsame sun noAV cheers us with hi3 beams that

arose upon former generations ; and will administer

the same consolation unto others, when we shall be
laid in the dust. Whether shall we most admire the

beauty or the usefulness of this resplendant luminary ?

Not a more beauteous creature did ever drop from the

creating hands of the Almighty. To this bright orb

^we are indebted for cheerful light and genial warmth.
Without his powerful aid, we should for ever

Jnourn under the frown of hideous darkness ; and pine

aAvay under the piercing rage of v/inter. The rivers

would be hardened into ice ; and the mountains co-

vered with eternal snow. Who could live in his cold ?

Were it not for his beneficial influence, our eyes would
not be charmed with sight"of vernal bloom, or sum-
mer's rose : our nostrils w^ould not be saluted with the
sweets of the garden ; our taste Mould not be regaled
with the fruits of the autumn, and golden treasures of
the harvest. It is this which ma]:es the melancholy
desert to rejoice ; the tieids to smile ; the little hilis to

sing. When he rejoices in his east, how do the cheer-
ful birds hail his arrival ! and even the clouds of me-
lancholy are dispelled from the human mind. Fair in
himself, he beautines all nature's works. He paints
the flowers of the spring ; he clotlies in sunny robes
the rose and the lily ; he tips with gold the morning
and the evening clouds; and in the day of raia, the
bright etherial bow deriyes from him that inimitable
brightness w hich charms the eye of gazing multitudes.

Fair looks the sun, and fair the morning-ray ; but
not to be compared with the beauty of the Lord ;

which abofe ail things the sanctified soul is desirous
o! beholding. O thou who wast dead, and art alive a-

gain; who livest for ever ; thou brightest Sun of righ-

teousness, that shinedst in the firmameat of the church



132

from the most early ages; that existedst before the
day-sjiring kneAV his place ; and thou wilt be unto thy.

peo{?Ie for an everlasting light ; who shall declare thy
matchless beaiitj^ ; thy dazzling splendor; thy univer-

sal influence ! When we essay to lift our weak and
sickly eyes to thee, we are not able to take a steady
Tiew of the incomprehensible glory of thy mysterious
person ; for thou dwellest in the darkness of too much
light. By thee is life and. immortality brought to

lighl ; and, were it not for thy directive ray, who
should guide our feet in the way of peace ? We no
nioie need to wander ia uncertainty ; nor is the grave
a frightful prospect unto dying mortals. In thy light,

O let m,e walk ; and in thy light work out my own
ealvation. O warm rny cold affections, and melt my
frozen heart Avith thy ail-r;oweria! iie^ms. Enkindle
such a flame as many waters cannot quench.—in vaiq,

ye gospel-ministers, ye stars in the firmament of the

church ; in vain ye shed your feeble rays, when he,

the Fountain of your day, refuses to arise. Ye twink-
ling sparks of worldly comforts, you cannot drive away
the night of melancholy from our dejected spirits ; !iut

when he scatters his rays, and shews his face, O how
the shadows 11}'^ away !

Then cheerfulness and joy return unto the soul,

and the voice of melody is heard in the tabernacles of

the righteous. " The flowers appear on the earth ;

the time of the singing of birds is come.'' But when
he hides away his face, ah ! what withering of the

«oul ! Then, ye trees of righteousness, the planting of

the Lord, that he may be glorified, resign your bloom-

ing pride ; and your branches are not loaded, as usualj

with the fruits of righteousness.

When clouds and darkness are round about us, in

the dark day of tribulation and affliction, what diref\il

gloom would overspread our souls, but that this kindly

Sun of righteousness stamps on our blackest cloiids a

glorious brightness. It is the bow ia the cloud, which
make? ©uv darkness smile.
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- Dreadful was that eclipse ^vliich thou ilidst labol?

under, O thou Light of the world, when offering up
thyself through the eternal Spirit. From the hiding

of the Father's face, from the frown of his angry coun-

tenance, wast thon shorn of thy rays. Arraigned be-

before an earthly tribunal, condemned with injustice,

"Wounded with ignominious scourges, and piercing

thorns, and cruciiied with unutterable agony, I see

thee descending into the grave. The rocks, the flinty

rocks, had compassion upon thy piteous sufferings ;

nor could the sun conceal his indignation ; for in that

hour and power of darkness, he laid aside his bride-

groom attire, and clothed himself in sackcloth. Red
and bloody was thy setting, in the evening of thy mor-
tal life ; but glorious was thy rising in the morning of

thy resurrection.

For UH, not for thyself, thou wast eclipsed in such
bloody sutierings, that we might not for ever dwell in

the dark regions of the shadow of death. Shine, thou
for ever blessed Jesus, in the firmament of the church,

and in the firmament of my soul. Who shall pluck
thee from tK-y s.diere, or arrest thee in thy progress ?

Not ad ihe jfovvers of hell, nor the united force of in-

ward lusts, and strong corruptions. Arise upon the

darkened nations with healing in thy wings ; and
ch^.ce away ignorance and delusion, by the brightness

of thy coming.
Blessed are those happy people on whom thou

spreadest thy cheerful light; who triumph in thy
beams, and solace themselves under thy genial warmth.
But, ah ! how many times thy rays are intercepted by
the moon of a jjresent world inter[!Osing itself betwixt
thee and us ! How frequently the cares ; how fre-

frequently the comforts of this life lie too near my
heart, and shew big in ni}' eye, and hide thy cheer-

ful lace from my soul! Kou' often have the clouds

of prevailing iniquity, and reiterated provocations, co-

vered the face of my mind, and blotted out the day !

O scatter thy victorious r^^ys a'lroad, and chase them
from thy sky ! Blot out a» a cloud my transgressions ;
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feiiii as a thick cloud my sins, by the pays of thy ju*^
fAi'ying righteousness and sanctifying influences.

Kless the Lord, ye highly layered, who bask in

his rays, and walk in the light of his countenance.

—

" God is the Lord, Avhich hath shewed us light : bind
the sacrifice with cords unto the horns of the altar."-—

For, " through the tender mercies of God, the day-
spring from on high hath visited us." Walk in the

light while you have it; and remember the days ol"

darkness
;
you knov/ not but they shall be many.

O ye that slumber upon your beds ; and waste
your golden season of grace in indolent repose ! a-

wak^ arise
; go forth : and behold him coming forth

of his chamber as a bridegroom. The darkness is

pasi ; the shadoAvs are fled ; the wild beasts have now
retired to their dens ; the birds of paradise rejoice

;

and the voice of gladness is heard in Immanuel's land.

Now is the time for the traveller to glor\", to pursue
his journey to the better country. Shortly the night
Cometh wlierein no man can work or walk ; a night
that will not know the dawning of the day. " Awake
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead ; and Christ
shall give thee light."

'On Christs cojuparins' Idmsclfto the rose of Sharon, and
the Uly of the vallies, Song ii, 1

.

" LET another praise thee, and not thine own
lips," is a maxim that includes not within its verge
liim who is Immanuel, and infinitely exalted above
the rank of mortals. In him self-commendation is

both graceful and useful. O fairer than the sons of
men ! so transcendant is thy excellency : so exalted is

thy dignity; thy perfection is so boundless; thy beau-
ty «o matchless, so unparalelled, so elevated to the
highest degree; that words cannot express, thoughts
cannot reach- thy glory. Thou only knowest what ful-

H
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!3csi3 tlioii containe oF grace and truth. No swelliag

pride, or ovjer-valuation of thyself, are lodged, or could
lodge i 1 thy sacred breast. Thou only canst with
'Balety, with modesty, with decency, commend thy
xvorthy Self. O may I catch the flame thy words
ivoukl enkindle, and the opening of thy lips would in*

$pire in my soul !

Of all the Cowers that imbibe the dew, and ex-

'pand their leaves to the morning ray, the rose and the

iily are the most goodly and delightful. These charm-
ing sisters are signalized, both for^ their beauty and
iheir fragrance. Well may the lovely Jesus be^e-
tembled to these blooming ornaments of the gar<fen.

View him in his i^-erson. The lily of his divini-

ty is wedded to the rose of his humanity. In pre-

sence of his divinitj'^, the full blown lily, wiien bathed
in tlie evening or morning dew, can boast no perfec-

tion. For even the sun is ashamed, and the moon
confounded, when he unveils his glorious brightnessi

In presence of his humanity, the sweet and blushing

i'ose loses her lustre. Beauteous was his soul, and
beauteous his body. As to the former, it was adorn-

ed with all the beauties of holiness ; and as to the

latter, doubtless it shines with comely grfice. Tho'
in the days of deep humiliation, his face was furrow-

ed Avith sadness, his visage marred more than any
man's, and his form more than the sons of men, now
Joy brightens his countenance, and smiles for ever in

his eyes.

View him in his mediation. As he is ihe repre-

sentative of sinners unto God, he is the rose of Sha-
ron in his bloody satisfaction ; the lily of the vallies,

in his immaculate obedience. Wherefore art thou

red in thine apparel? What, unworthy cause hath

de'iled with blood thy majestic looks, and stained all

thy raiment, O thou rose of Sharon ? *' I have trod-

den the wine-press alone ; and of the people there

was none with me." The sword of my Father's in-

dignation hatJi awaked against nje, the man who am
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•Ills fellow. Therefore am I red in mine apparel, ami

my j;arments like one that treadeth out the wine-

press. Canst thou spy any flaw, nny the smallest

deformity in the lily of the rallies ? No more in the

obedience of the Son of God. Though he, by divine

imputation, was made sin for us, and even by human
reputation, was an egregious transgressor, yet was he,

holy, harmless, and undefiled. Uudefiled in his na-

ture, by inherent corruption, and undefiled in his life,

by actual transgression.—View him in his mediation,

as he is the representative of God unto sinners. In

the clemency of his government, hg is like the gentle

lily ; in the severity of his administration, like the

inflamed prickly rose. In the threatenings of his

holy law, he is fiery as the rose : in the promise of

the gospel, he wears the lily's winning aspect. If we
are not attracted by his smiles, Ave shall be appalled

by his frown, when he arms his angry countenance

with terror.

Kow reviving, how exhiliratieg, the fragrance

that is exhaled from this plant of renown, which re-

storeth the soul again ! When we obtain a smell of

this heaven-planted flower, the heart is glad, the

tongue rejoices, the sun puts on a brighter beam, and
every thing which we behold assumes a brighter

aspect.

No roses could equal these of Sharon ; no lilies

like the lilies of the vallies. • What grows in an irrig-

UOU3 soil, such as the low grounds usually prove, by
reason of the numerous rills which descend from the

neighboring mountains, must be of more exquisite

kind, than the produce of the high and parched lands.

—In all things blessed Jesus, thou must have the

preeminence. If thou art a rose, thou art the rose of

Sharon. If thou art a lily, thou art the lily of Ihe-

TaUiesK
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eN WALKING IN THE 61»IRIT.

THE walker in the S(3irit, is a person whose
goodness and devolion come not by fits and starts,

and on some rare occasions ; but are habitually preva-

lent in the tenor of his lite. It is true, like the whole
spiritual creation, he groans under the bondage of

corruption ; yea, the more spiritual he is, the more
carnal he sees himself to be ; like that most holy a-

poslie, whose mourning complaints are yet sounding
in our ears :

" The law is spiritual ; and the com-
jnandment holy, just, and good : but 1 am carnal and
sold under sin." But a spiritual frame is his element ; &
with careful assiduity, he cherishes those good im{)reg-

sions that may be made upon his heart by the Holy
Ghost ; of which he judges by their conformity to the

divine law. To the guidance and impulse of that ho-

ly invisible Agent, he endeavors to ' surrender himself

in every action of his life. That he may not quench
this holy fire, he crushes in the bud the rising thought
of sin ; dashes against the stones the infant tempta-

tions ; avoids the snares of evil comi)auy ; the practi-

sing of known sin ; the indulging of unlawful plea-

sures ; and anxious cankering cares about the things

of the earth. He is ever studying to picture ciit in

his life some Spiritual grace.—Spiritual truths are the

most savory of all others unto his tr.ste ; for the

blessed Comforter, according to the promise of Christ,

takes the things of Christ ; shews them unto him ; and
leads hi?n into all truth. These are the light of his

eyes ; the joy of his heart ; more tasteful and deli-

cious than honey from the comb.—Spiritual blessings

he esteems the most sujierlative and excellent. He
jndges not after the flesh, setting an high estimate o-n

those things that make the fairest shew in the eyes of

natural men, who cannot receive things of the Spirit

of God ; 'Hit spiritual riches, honors, pleasures, sp'irit-

uai blessings la Christ Jesus ; these ai'S the better
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iliiiig?? for which lie pants, and \?liereiii he greatly m»
joices.^—Spiritual thonghts are the native produce of his

mind, arising from his heart as water from a living

spring. As it is natural for a mother, to think of her

sucking child ; for the merchant, to think of his mer-

chandise ; for the scholar, to think of that particular

science he is best acquainted with ; for them that are

after the flesh, to mind the things of the flesh : so it is

natural for the spiritual walker, to mind the things of

the Spirit ; when he buys and sells, when he plows
and sows ; when he sits in the house, or travels on a
journey ; as well as when he prays in his closet, oi*

repairs unto the place of the holy. In every object he
is disposed to see God ; in every sound to hear him ;

to taste him in all that is sweet ; to admire him in all

that is great ; to love him in all that is lovely ; to re-

verence him in all that is dreadful. He perceivefv

with David, the voice of God in the voice of a railing

Shimei ; and discerns, with Job, the hand of God im

the hand of a plundering Chaldean. Every creature is

unto him a Jacob's ladder, by which he ascends into

he^iven.—Spiritual intentions reign in all his enterpri-

ses and actions, both civil and religious. Hence the

most ordinary occurrences of life are sanctified, whe-
ther he eats or drinks ; while the very sacrifices of the

wicked are an abomination to the Lord.—Sj>iritual

motives induce him to the hatred of sin, to the prac-

tice of dut}% to the pursuit of good. He abhors that

^vhich is evil, as well because it defiles, as because it

destroys. He performs what is commanded, because
it is commanded ; and not that he may be seen of men^
He asks temporal and spiritual blessings from above f

not that he may consume them on his^ lusts, but that

God may be glorified in all.—Spiritual duties are his

delightful recreation ; he thinks not of them with re-

fnclance; but anticipates, in a joyful expectation, the

stated opportunities of intercourse with heaven. It i»

BOt his body that leads the mind, so much as the mind
that leads the body, to any holy exercise. When he
falls upon his knees in prayer to God, he goes not frx>a6t
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tTi€' devil, or from the world, to God; but from Cfod to

G-j. ; oecause he is ia the fear of the Lord all day
long.

ON A GODLY MAN. ^

THOUGH he esteems it idolatry to make images-

ef God ; yet, he himself is a picture of God, walking
up iiid down ia ihe earth ; and l^e reckons it his great-

esi duly and honor to be so. The glory of God is the

end of all his aclious, civil and religious ; and a tax

which he i)Rys unto him with the same conscience,

th ii he renders unto Ca3sar the things that are Cae-

sci's. The dis )leasure of all the world, when laid iu

the ^!alauce with the smallest frown of his Father in

heaven, is lighter than a feather poised against a talent

of gold. But if he lift u])on him the light of his coun-

t^n nee, it is as impossible for him to be miserable, as

it ivouhl he for one to shiver with cold, who in the

warmest months of summer, should bask in the meridi-

an sun. The sovereign authority of God stir^ him
tip to all his duties ; Avirhout which they wcnld not be

prober obedience. The same high will of God recon-

ciles him to every adverse dispensation; t;aying, with

ihe mo3t honorable of all siuferers, " the cup which
my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ?"

—

By
aM the streams of created goodness, he is led unto God,

as 'the fountain, from whence they arise. He sees

God ia every object ; he regards him as his awful

ivitness ; so that he can never be alone, either in the

solitary held, or secret chamber. Prayer is not his

drudgery but his element. He not only addresses the

ilnone of grace, when he has some petition to lodge

there ; or some interest to prosecute ; but when he

ha? no errantl, if it is not to tell God, how much he

lo^es him; how d.esirous he is of fellowship with hitflo

^nd to gee his power and glory in tiie sanctuary.
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There is a myfetery in the whole of his deport-

ment, when acting like himself, which even the im*
godly are forced to reverence, in vain shall they
think to burst their bands, and cast away their cords f

for, in his hand is a sharp two edged sword. He liinds.

even princes with cords, and nobles with fetters oi i-

ron.—He that sits in the chair of the scorner, sh^'ili he

greatly confounded ; they shall be turned back that

say, aha, aha.

Ke greatly triumphs over the little insults of hii^

adversaries. Reproaches shall rebound as burs from

the polished surface of a looking-glass ; shall melt as

snowballs tossed against the sun ; and shall pass a-

way as the morning cloud, or as the early dew,—
Be would not. exchange his joy in the Holy Ghost,

for the raptures of the scholar, the triumphs of the sol-

dier, and the gratitications of the most sensual epicure.

How wide the field wherein he forages for joy, even

in tribulation !

Though v,i(hered is his vine, his harp unstrung,

he is the richest of al! merchants; for, s;6dlincss, with

contenttyunt^ is great sain. Lay not wait, O Avicked

man, against his dwelling ; spoil not his resting place ;

*' for know the Lord hath set apart him that is godly

for himself; the Lord will hear him when he calls un-

to him." Though he were laid in the lowest pits f

in the darkness and deeps of hell ; yet he could not be

truly wretched, any more than a wicked man could

be truly hap^.y, were he admitted into the pure re-

gions of life and immortality.

DELIGHT IN GOD,

IS a sweet frame of soul whereby the reaf chng-

tian finds ail his afflictions to be lightened, al* bis

«omforts to be sweetened, all his sins to be embitter-

ed, and all his duties easy and delightful. It is the

©larrow of all his sacrifices, whilst those tjiat want it.
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otier iiotliing uato God, save gootlly words, which ave-

ouly the outward part of the calves of the Kps, re-

sem!jliiig the hair and skin. It is the commandoient^

in keeping of which he finds its own reward.

His mind is habitually filled with holy thoughts^

of God, whether he sits in the house, or Avalks in the

tield. He remembers him Oil his bed, and meditates

on him in the night watches, and rejoices under the

shadow of his wings. In those solitary moments^
when the vile person meditates villainy, and his heart

will work iniquity ; when the sensual sinner makes
provision for the fiesh, to fulfil it in the lusts thereof;

when the miser betakes himself to his gold, and the

ambitious to their schemes of honor, he naturally re-

tires unto his God, and converses with those things

abore, where Christ sitteth at bis right hand. And
these thoughts arise in his heart as naturally as the

fruit-bearing tree putteth forth her blossoms, or the

fountain sendeth forth her waters.

Religious duties are his element; and he rejoices

when it is said to Iiim, " go up to the house of the

Lord." Not that he may catch the applause of men

;

Kot that he may only comply with his convictions,

and stop the clamors of his conscience ; not that he
may, in some instance, gratify his curiosity, and ^eeiX

a ticklish fancy, but that he may go to God as his

exceeding joy ; and see his power and glory in the

sanctuary. Though the preacher of the word should

charm his ear with the delicate cadency of his voice,

and his eye with all the graces of motion ; if he hear
not the \Toice of God,4ie is frustrated of his most valu-

able end. Ins^ad of being like him of Edom, detain-

ed before the Lord ; or saying, with the unholy Israel-

ites, jvhen ivill the sabbath be over? he binds his sacri-

fice to the horns of the altar, with no other cords than
tliose of love ; and counts the sabbath a delight. As
the spirit of the livina: creatures was -in thy wheels^;

Ezekiel, so is his heart in duties.

His wo{-ldIy comforts he grasns not with too-

close au embrace, like those foolish animals^, who hug.
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their joung t© death ; but mainly rejoicing in God,
not putting them in his room, hetinds them strong and
lively.

He cannot perish in his sorest affliction, because
God's law is his delight. Though the tig-tree shall

not blossom, and the fields shall jield no meat, he
has a never failing refuge to betake himself unto.

He rejoices in the Lord, and is glad in the God of his

salvation.. In the multitude of his thoughts within

him, thy comforts O Lord, delight his soul.

But, O how sin is imbittered, when he tastes

those ravishing pleasures that are at God's right hand t

In what a contemptible light he regards the transient

sips of joy, for which the children of sensuality forego

their everlasting interests, when, like Adam, they sell

a paradise for an apple ! For one morsel of meat
they renounce a birth-right, as Esau, ; or taste, with
Jonathan, bat a little honey, and for it they must die-

His pleasures, not being of the sensual kind, fill not

his cheeks wdth blushing ; nor is he^iviijess the end of

his mirth. ' He eats not only the food of angels, but

the bread of God. The lines are fallen to him in plea-

sant places, and he has a goodly heritage. The grea-

ter an epicure, he is so much the more temperate.

His pleasures neither darken his understanding, nor

stupify his conscience, nor take away his heart. U i»

his. alone to find honey without stings, and roses void

of thorns. Take to yourselves, he says, your ^jaradise

of fools, and your impure delights ; serve your divers

lusts and pleasures, all ye that are in tlie flesh; but
" I delight to do thy will, O God ; thy law is in the

midst of my heart." Away with the weeping food of

Egypt, the onions and the garlic. AVelcome thou

heavenly manna ! Hail ye everlasting joys, which do
not rescml>le the crackling of thorns under a rsot ; bat

that cheerful light of the sun. that shineth more and
more until the ))errect day ! It is yours alone, not to

be blasted by sickness, or nipped by the w inter Oi ad-

versity ; and even in death you shall flourish like the

palmtree, and pass iuto eternity.
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REVERENCE AND GODLY FEAR,

IS that grace v*iiereby the real christian main-
tiiins, upou his heart, a constant lively sense of the in-

finite distance betwixt the infinite Creator, and him-
seir, a finite creature ; and from a principle of love to

the glorious Jehovah, as the best and greatest of be-

ings, he stands in awe to sin against him, by thinking,

speaking, or doing, Avhat are unworthy the perfections

of his nature, and the relations he bears as his Creator
and Redeemer.

He is peculiarly cautious, not to intrude, witk
bold curiosity, into those sublime mysteries whicll he
hath not seen, and which are only comprehensible to

the divine under^tpnd^ng, not to censure those dispen-

sations which are unarcouutabls to hie reason, when he
makes darkness his pavilion.

If, in the sacred volumes of inspiration, niysteri-

©us doctrine? are revealed, wLici far transcend his im-
perfect views ; wliat lie c^-^.not co, ^pv^ehc^nd he hum-
bly ralr.iires ; and betaker. hJincelf io the sapctuary of
Paid, O thehcioi'd .' For he r5;^Iitlv jiiJj^es, that to be
ignorant of what i^ revealed, is not more shameful and
iiigiGFJous, tlian Cudcu:-!}^ to pry i;ito what God hath
wrapped in darkness. Ee considers religion as bear-

ing a resemblance to ihc beautiful fabric of the temple,
in which there were not on!y commodious chambers,
and a great variety of necsirary apartments ; but a-

bove the sacred rcof, liigh towei-j and lofty battle-

ments, wlUch, though ornamental to the build'.ug, and
grateful to the v^ev/ of the spectator, would yet be

dangerous to climb upoiH. He kno\.'s that it is an ad-

versary who sets Mm on tJiese pinna-cles, where none
©an stand, but he who builds the temple of the Lord,
and destroys the works of the devil. That lust of the

mind which commonly goes under the name of curi-

ositjs he endeavors to giubdue, as well as apy other
imruly appetite.
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If, in the course of providence, the Almighty'*
path is in the sea, and his footsteps in the dee,j wa-
ters ; he is persuaded, that he is able to justify hi«

ways to men ; and fears to snatch out of his hands the
reins of government, or call before his tribunal the
judge of all the earth. If, therefore, he presumes t»
talk with him of his judgments, it is with the profound-
€st submission, and the most lowlj^ reverence ; rather

confessing the darkness of his own mind than chal-

lenging the divine procedure.

The holy and tremendous name of God he never
laJfes up in his lips, but on some occasion worthy of
it. he makes it not a needless expletive of his dis-

course ; nor speaks of it with an air of indifference ;

but with a serious countenance, and humble heart, up-

on the most solemn occasions. When he addresses
him in [jrayer, though he uses a holy filial boldness^

yet is he singularly careful, lest even this should de-

generate into a vile comjnonness of S!>irit, and an un-

holy familiarity, altogether unbecoming creatures,

whose designation is but dust and aches.

In the wh&le course and tenor of his life, the

same holy principle makes him fearful of otfending

God, by doing what is forbidden in the law, or neg-

lecting what is expressly commanded. In ordinances

of divine worship, he keeps a steady eye to the sa-

cred institutions of the word ; and fears to add inven-

tions of his own, as though he could improve upon the

schemes of unerring and comprehensive wisdom.
Presumptuous sinning, and presumptuous adding, are

equally removed from him.

In times of temptation, he preserves his integrity,

because of the fear of God. In times of danger, he is

confident. When sinners in Zion, are afraid, and fear-

fulness surprises the hypocrite, he fears indeed, but

with that filial fear which is the daughter of faith, the

sister of love, the mother of obedience, and the begia-

Bing of wisdom.
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ON SELF DENIAL.

THE christian who has learned to deny him-

r^elf, is indeed abundantly conscious of the exalted

dignity of his nature ;—which by his first creation, is

but a little lower tlian the angels ;—and by his se-

cond, in Christ Jesus, is elevated much beyond them.
For, of which of the angels was it ever said at any
time, " we are the members of his body, of his flesh,

*' and of his bones ?" And again, " of him are y^n
" Christ Jesus.—Much he esteems that rational and
immortal spirit within him, endowed with such noble

powers. Much he reverences that curious fabric of

flesh, bui!?Jed for a tem;>le of the Holy Ghost. More-
over, while he entertains the highest opinion of his

own excellency, he most eifectuallj^ promotes his

own interest. But there is a self which he does not
esteem ;—a self which he does not gratify, that is

Tvhich he denies.

Seli-estTmation is the first thing, to which his amia-
ble character is o;)i)osed. He studies not to think of

hitnself more highly than he ought ; whether by fanc}^-

ing himself possessed of those endowments he really

ivants, or putting two high an estimate on those which
he really has. As to the former, however much he
prizes the noble faculty of reason ; however much he
regards the duties of morality ; he trusts not to that as

an intallible guide ; nor to these, as the ground of his

acceptance. His intellectual powers, he sees, are now
impaired, that he cannot discern spiritual truths

aright. He renounces his own reason. His mor-
al abilities, he knows, are now infeebled, that he can-

not practise spiritual duties in a right manner. He re-

nounces his own righteousness. Those actions, which
some would denominate morally virtuous, he sees to be
but filthy rags. And if performed by the unregenerat^
like the dead ears of corn, w hich grow upon the house-
tops, wherewitk the mower cannot iili his baud, nor he
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4hat binds sheaves his bosom. Neither does he \ni^-

loo high estimate on these excellencies, real or sup*

posed, which he is possessed of. His natural accom-

plishments ; his civil distinctions; his religious privi-

liges and attainments ; all these he counts as loss and

dung. Or, shall we say, he denies his natural, his ci-

vil, and his religious self ? He thinks not too highly of

himself.—For his natural accomplishments, as the el-

egant proportion of his body, or the sprightliness of his

ftiind; all these, he knows, are the gifts of Heaven ;

and but of small account, when compared with the

more excellent qualities of pure and undeiiled reli-

gion.—Nor for his civil distinctions. These he knows
are still more foreign (o him, being mere external ad-

juncts, and cannot add one cubit to his stature.—Nor
for his religious attainments. He thinks it not expedi-

ent for him lo glory, though he could come to visions

and revelations of the Lord. Far less can he value

himself, with the vaunting Israelites, on his church-

privileges, crjang out, "the law, the law ; the temple

*' oi the Lord;" and, "we have Abraham for our fa-

" ther."

Let us now^ see how he stands affected to self-grati-

fication. Those darling lusts, which seemed as much
a part of himself as his right hand, his right foot, or

his right eye, he is taught to deny by the grace of

God, which bringeth salvation. lie is not only wil-

ling to abridge himself of sinful pleasures, but upon oc-

casion to forego his lawful comforts. To part with
his u orldly riches, for they are not his main treasure ;

%vith his worldh^ rejutation, for it is not his chie!' hon-
or. Even the religious and holy desires of the nevr

creature he may sometimes be called to moderate.
Though liis heart should sicken at the thought, yet must
be consent to the defering of his hojes. If Christ

sajs, touch me not, then must, he be all submission.
" Tarry here a w hile longer in your state of absence
from the Lord :" he acquiesces, though it were far bet-

ter to depart. Pure are his pleasures, exalted are his

honors, hi^h are Lis revenues ; whilst, that he may
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please Grod, he pleasetb not IiimseKL For, while he
loses hioiself ill God, he finds himself again to infinite

advantage.

Thy glorious pattern, O self-denying Savior, he
principally regards, who, for our good and advantage,
]>leased net thyself; who subjected to thy heavenly
Father thy human will, in drinking the bitter cup. A
far more illustrious axaniple of self-denial than that of
thy most eminent apostle, who pleased not himself, but
all men in all things, not seeking his own proiit, but the
pront of many. What he only wished for, thou didst
actually undergo, when thou wast accursed for thy
brethrens sake, ticcording to the flesh. It is Ihlne, O
humble Savior, to cast tins mighty idol self down iroin

her seat, and utterly abolish it in our souls. Thy hea-
Tenly doctrine, though far from flattering the lusts of
men, yet is not rigorous and severe, even when thou
sayest, if any man will come after me^ let him diny him-
self. For what thou requirest of us, thou workest also

in us, and goest before us by thy own encouraging ex-
ample. For this end thou laidst down thy life, " that
they which live might not live unto themselves, but
unto him that died for us."

ON HUMILITY.

HUMILITY consists in a low opinion of one y

self, and in a contempt of vain glory. He that shines
with this noble grace, is a person whose high imagina-
tions have been cast down ; not by the force of moral
precepts, but by the mighty weapons of the christian

warfare. Once he thought he was something, now he
sees that he is nothing. Once he was desirous that

other men should thi»k highly of him, and he loved to

have the preeYninence ; but now he can, in some sin-

cerity, say, with the royal Psalmist, " Mine heart is

not haughty, neither are mine eyes lofty. I have be-

haved and quieted myself as a child weaneU of his

/
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mother. My soul is even as a weaned child." Shall

we describe hioi in relatiou to his neighbor, and to his

God?
In relation to his neighbor, he thinks more mean-

ly of himself than of others, or than others think of

him ; and he never abhors himself more than when he

is most higlily applauded. His Savior was meek and
lowly, when the multitudes were crying, hosanna. If

you reprove him, he esteems it not an insult, but a

kindness ; and is not ashamed to own that he was in

fault, or error. Talk to the praise of another before

him, and he is not disgusted, as though himself were
rivalled and eclipsed. You tell him that some person

of note has been left to fall, and be a scandal to reli-

gion ; is he puifed up on this account? Nay; he ra-

ther mourns, and adores the freedom of restraining

grace tovv^ards himself. You inform him of some, who,
instead of praising him, revile and calumniate him

;

but he is before-hand with bis reproachers ; for he has
more ill things to lay to his charge than these jovl-

mention, which makes him as a deaf man, in whose
mouth are no reproofs. His rest is no more wounded
than a dead man's would be, by thrusting a spear into

his side. The contempt of bad men does not deter

him from, nor the applause of good men incite him to

the discharging of religious duties. He loves his

neighbor, not in proportion to the regard his neighbor
expresses to him, but in proportion to his real worth.
If he talks at any time in a humble strain about him-
self, he is «ot laying snares for your applause. His
humble acknowledgments are not empty words, like

the Dei gratia;^ which the proudest kings v/ill write

upon their coins; or like the pope's subscription to

his haughty bulls, a servant of iJie servants of God ; but
he speaks the genuine sentiments of his heart, and
from the bottom of his very soul. If he is obliged at

any time to vindicate his character from unjust asper-

B^ ike grace of God,
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sioas, it is with the greatest reluctance, and is afraf^l

lest he be talking like a fool. If he compares him-
self with sinners, he is ready to think himself the
tthiefest of them ; if with saints, he apprehends that he
Is the least of them all. He sees some excellency a-

feout the meanest ol his fellow -christians in which him-
self is surpassed. His eyes are full of his own wants^
and the perfections of other men.

In relation to God, how does he behave himself?
lie thinks that the blessings he receives from God are
above, and the afflictions which God lays upon him
are beneath his deserts. As to the former, he cries, I
«?w not worthy of the hast of all thy mercies. As to the
fatter, he acknowledges, thou hast punished me Ics^

than ?nine iniquity deserves. If he sins against God, he
fekes the biame to himself; but if he does any good,
ae gi\ es God the praise. / labored; yet not I. Not'
unto us, not unto us ; hut unto thy name give glory.

Instructed by this noble grace, he willingly sub»

»iits his proud reason to heavenly revelation ; and re»

fuses not to admit tor true, those tremendous mysteries
which far transcend bis natural com-prehension. But
chiefly, being persuaded of the vast imperfection of hia

own righteousness, that his goodness extends not unto
God; that he is but an unprofitable servant, and a
great deal worse, he despairs of himself, flies to the

Jneicy, and submits unto the righteousness of God, as

ihe sole ground of his pardon and acceptance. He
«"aniiot dig, he cannot w ork for life ; for he is a maimed
beggar ; but to beg he is not ashamed.

This is that distinguished character of ehristiaa

humility, to which the highest moralist can produce
no claim ; nor can ever expect to arrive at, by all the

precepts of philosophy. O blessed is that man, who is

e^idowed with this humble spirit! Humility, thou first

of graces ; thou leading ornament of every noble crea-

iure; without whom the most glorious accomplish-

raents are eclipsed into disgrace ; with whom the most
ordinary and mean qualifications are heightened into

glory [ who should uot loye thy comely features ? aud
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what tongue should be silent in thy praises ? Thou
art the holy ornament of angels, who, in the awful

presence of their Maker, cover their faces wilii iheir

wingSj and with their wings they cover their handSj

when eni(>loyed in serv ices of love to man.
The saints in every age have gloried in thee, as a

most distinguishing ingredient in their character ; and
according to their eminency, has been their measure
of humility. The high and lofty One, who inhabits

eternity, and will not give his glory to another, when
from his high and holy place he views men and their

works, he turns away disdainful from the pompous pa-

laces of mighty kings, the courts of popes and suHans,

and throws a favorable glance toward the humble cot-

tage of him in whose heart thou dwellest.

But above all, to recommend thy heavenly
charms, the Son of God disdained not the form of a
servant, the humble manger, the ignominious cross,

the gloomy sepulchre. O let not man be proud, when
God was so humble ! Begone from my heart, all self-

elating thoughts ; hence my ambitious desires. But
come holy humility, Avith all thy amiable train, and
fix thy residence in my soul ; pi-edominate in my af-

fections. Holy Spirit, make all her enemies her foot-

stool ; and teach me to despise myself, except on ac

count of my rational and immortal nature, to S;«iirn

under my i'eet all vain glory, and to pursue the honor
that cometh from God only.

ON MEEKNESS.

THE meek christian is one who has learned, at

the school of Jesus Christy to restrain ua! iwful a-ij^er,

and to moderate lawful resenfni(^nt. If he is endued
with whit is comjnonly called a good natural te!n; or,

he exercises this frood tern >er from chri3ti?>n jn»>: ' .-^3;

S'Tch as, the pardoning love of God, the comm >nd of
tjje law, the example of ^.^sus Christ, who was meek

N 2
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and lowly. But though his natural temper shduld
happen to be fiery and eager, he has found the virtue
of that promise. " The wolf shall dwell with the
lam I) ; the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox." He is not angry
but on just occasions ,- and even when the occasion is

just, his anger is kept under proper regulations.

First, he is careful never to be angry but when
there ig a cause. To be angry at the irrational crea-

tures, that are not capable of otTending, or understand-
ing their offence ; to be angry at his brother, because
lie reproves him, or because he outshines him in gifts

or graces, he endeavors to avoid. But especially he
trembles to be angry at God ; whether on account of

the strictness of his {)recepts, or the sovereignty of his

dispensations. Jonah, you did not well to be angry,
when God spared Nineveh, that great city, in which
were so many thousand infants, and also much cattle.

But be the cause ever so just, if it is only a per-

sonal injury by which he is provoked, he is not soon
angr3^ No ; this is the mark of a fool. By deferring

his anger, he often discovers that there is no reason

for it ; that no injury or affront was intended against

him ; but perhaps his brother designed doing him a
favor. He resembles not flax or gunpowder, that

mount in a blaze at touching the least spark of fire,

but he may be compared to green wood that is not ea-

sily blown into a flame ; and to a flint that emits no
sparkles, unless it be often and violently struck. He
is not much angrj^ He v.ill be so far from indulging

the mad sallies of passion for trivial offences, that

though the provocation were great, ami the resentment

atrong, he acts like a reasonable creature ; and is not

iinsilted for the duties incumbent on him, whether so-

cial or religious. He is not long angry : he loves not

thiit the sun should go down upon his wrath. He
ieaves it to the heathens to be implacable. He be-

Heves that anger rests in the bosom of none but fools.

Be is swift to reconciliation ; and esteems it Lis real

hop9v to pass evet' a transgression.
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Do you ask, what are the evidences of this fmit
of the Spirit ? First of all, it appears by his courteous
and obliging behavior to all, his enemies and persecu-
tors not excepted. Even them he is ready to serve, if

it lie in his power, by discharging towards them the
duties of humanity. It appears by the gentle strain of
his discourse, which, like the waters of Siloah, go
softly. When he is reviled, he reviles not again ; but
either by a soft answer turns away wrath ; or, by a
modest silence, and not answering again, he withdraws
the fewel from the fire of strife. It appears by the
sweetness of his looks, which are not sullen and mo-
rose, but mild and inviting. But chiefly it appears in
the thoughts of his heart. The words, the looks, and
the outward actions, are not infallible evidences of
this heavenly temper. These may be no more l)ut ar-

tificial meekness. Even the fell tribunal of the inqui-

sition can talk in the meek style, and recommend to^

mercy her wretched victims with cruel mockery.—But
as he thinketh in his heart, so he is. He can think of
his implacable e#emy without wishing a curse unto
him. He looks upon rancor harbored in the breast, aa

a more dreadful foe than any outward adversary possi-

bly can be.

He is a profitable hearer of the word ; for, he re-

ceives it with meekness. His prayers are pure and
prevalent ; for he lifts up holy hands without wrath.

—

His reproofs are successful ; and let them be never so
sharp, are well received, because the spirit of meek-
ness 'anoints them like precious oil. He is clad in a
kind of armor that renders him invulnerable. He lies

not at the mercy of every puny assailant, that would
attack him with the sword of the tongue; because,
like a deaf man, he hears not. He is a most accejita-

ble friend, and a most victorious enemy ; and his ene-
mies, though like the devil for malice, are ibrced to re-

verence him, When he shews out of a good conver-
sation his works with meekness and wisdom, he is a
bright image of Christ ; a living representation oi God,
v.'ho is $lo?v to anger, of great kindness, and rcpenictk
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hiviofthe evil. He takes the most eifectual method io

promote es en his tern j oral interest, e. se, and re|.uta-

tion. lie has the real enjoj^ment of himseii; is a true

inheritor oi the earth. AuU God at last will beautit^

him with salvation.

ON THE MERCIFUL MAN.

MERCY is a disposition to feel the miseries of

ethers ; and to do what lies in our power to prevent

and redress them. There is a natural mercy consist-

ing in a softness of temper, and an aTersion at seeing,

hearing, or even thinking of the distresses of our fel-

low-creatures. There is a moral mercy, when we pity

the miserable from moral considerations. Both these

may, no doubt, be found in unrenewed hearts, and were

actually practised by many of the Gentiles that knew
not God. A man who would shudder in every Joint

to see a fellow-creature broke upon tlie wheel, or broil-

on the fire; a man who would be far from thmking it

a glorious spectacle to look at a ditch full of the blood

of slaughtered men, is not immediately a merciful mau
in the full and scriptural sense. It is true, this hu-

mane and gentle temper is far more amiable than sar

rage barbarity. To be imi)laca'»!e and unmerciful, ia

a truly heathen character ; and the habitations of cru-

elty should be found no where but in the dark |)laces

of the er^rth. But there is a christian mercy, whit?h is

often en joined as ?• weighty matter of the law, and an
eminent grace oi' the gosnel ; and with which none are

endowed but the 'lector God; the hoiy and the be-

loved. Let us describe it from tis sj>rings, its objects,

ami its acts.

The merclfu! m^m is one that loves to shew mer-

cy, not only on accoiait of a soft natural temi)er, self-

imevest, !>hilosO;'li2C '! fnasiderations; '>ut from an un-

feii!:;;;ed rejr- r-- 'o {he ^Kn^h'^ 'ly o( f^cj^ in hi? hoiy ii'W,

an euraest de&Ue aiter coaiormity to his image ; said
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e6peci?11y from a serious sense of his pardouing mercy
in Christ Jesus. How can he but forgive a few pence,
who is himself forgiven in ten thousand talents ? Has
God, all-gracious and merciful, opened his bowels of

compassion to me, a wretched guilty creature : and
shall I shut up my bowels of compassion from my dis-

tressed brother? Shall I put on bowels of adainanf
and brass, v/ho am a pensioner of the tender mercies
of God ? It is mercy that feeds me ; it is mercy that

clothes me; it is mercy that delivers my soul from the

lowest hell, where I had been miserable beyond ail

exj}ression. I have freely received mercy, and shall i

not freely give ? He is merciful to others, for God ia

merciful to him.

Do you ask the objects about -vAhich this heavenly
temper is versa nt ! It is the creature that is either ac-

tually under, or else capable of misery. A good man
is merciful to his beast, and much more to his brother.

Merciful to his beast, did v. e say ? yea, to the beast of

his mortal enemy. He would not suffer the ass of his

most malignant foe, to die under bis burden ; but

w^ould, according to the divine law, assist the helfiless

animal. He could not even find in his heart wantonly
to destroy, or without necessity torment, the most sig-

nificant and despicable insect. Much more is he piti-

ful and of tender mercy, towards those more noijle be*

ings of his own species. He wee|)s with them that

weep. It is not the miseries of the body alone, for

which he is melted into commiseration. A diseased

Ie|)rous soal is, to his view, a far more deplorable ob-

ject than a distempered body. He pities the father-

less and the widow; but much more the Godless and
the Christless. He beholds transgressors like thee,

O David ! and is grieved, because they keep not God'«
law.

• Shall we come to the works of mercy ? What are

the sweet waters that issue from this fountain ? The
merciful man will not always have it in his power ac-*

tunlly to relieve the distressed, but he weeps for them ;

wisjies for them; prays f9r tkem; aud Uq€S for tbem ae^
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cor43ing,a3 he is able. If they are indigent, or in want
of the necessaries of life, hungry or naked, he ,,ut3

them uot off with good words; but gives them things

they hare need of, or excites others to do it that are

inore wealthy. If (hey are insolvent, and unable to

j)c»y their just debts, he will not imprison, where no--

thing can be had ; nor take for a pledge the utensils by
which they must earn their daily bread, or the gar-

ments in which they must sleep. If they are solitary,

he will visit them ; if disconsolate, he will comfort

them; if ignorant, he will instruct them; if doubtful,

he will counsel them; if aspersed and calumniated un-

justly, he will vindicate their characters; if oppress-

ed, he will espouse their cause ; if weak, he will bear

their infirmities ; if careless and secure, he will warn
them, and with compassion pull them out of the fire ;

if they have fallen, he will endeavor to recover them.

His wounds are faithful. Blessed be his anger, for it

is kind ; his wrath, for it is merciful. He remembers
the blessed maxim of the apostle James, that " he who
converteth a soul Irom the error of his way, shall save

a soul from death : and shall cover a multitude of

sins."

He is an image of God, who delights in mercy ; and
remembers it even in the midst of wrath. He is an
imijge of Christ, whose v/hole life was one continued

track of shewing mercy. liis Miracles were all of

the merciful kind, but two. His death was a most em-
inent act of mercy. And still he is a merciful Higlv

Priest, who is touched with the ieeliug of our infirini-

ties. Commonly tlie merciful man 0!»lains mercy from

man, when he stands in need of it ; as they have judg-
ment without mercy, that shewed no mercy.— But
whaiever treatment they should receive from their fel-

low-rrerauies, they shall obtain mercy of the Lord in

th it day, which will come to all others cruel with

TV;M{h, and with fierce auger. Yet, after all, it is not

acco'-jiing to his own mercy, which is but a work of

rii]!; f-o isacss that he bas done; but according to the

eaercy of God, be shall be saved.—Having oblaiaed
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mercy of the Lord, by which he was made merciful tX

the nrst ; he shall obtain mercy more and more.

ON TENDERNESS OF HEART.

THE tender hearted christian is he from whom
the hard aad stony heart, which neither the hammer
of jufigment could break, nor the oil of mercy soften,

is, in some good measure, taken away. His understand-

ing is no more so unteachable ; nor his affections so im-

moveable as formerly. His will has laid aside her

obstinacy ; and his conscience her iusen^ibility.

Sh'li we describe him first in relation to God ?

One reproof, tendered in the sacred oracles, will enter

more into his soul, than an hundred stripes into a fool.

His heart stands in holy awe of the precepts, and
trembles at the threatenings of the word of God.

—

But, O how melting, how alluring are the great and
precious promises ! And all its heavenly doctrines

drop as the rain, and distill as the dew ; not when it

falls upon a rock, from which it runs presently oIT

again ; hut wiien it descends upon the parched ground,

refreshing the thirsty earth, and making it as a water-

ed garden, or a field which the Lord has blessed. As
to the dispensations of divine providence; he strives

to know the language of them, and to comply with the

design of the Almighty, both when he smiles and
fro^\'ns. Sheiv ?ne, he cries, )vkythou contendest with ine.

Unlike these hardened wretches, whom the wee; ing

Jeremiah describes in that most doleful lamentation :^
" thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved;,

thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to

receive correction ; they have made their faces ^

harder than a rock
;
yea, they have refused to returD^e.

His fiesh trembles for tear of God ; and he is afraid cJp
his judgments." He sees when God's hand is lifted

lip ; he turns at his reproof, and learns righteoi'sness,

^heo his judgments are ia the earth.—While the ua-
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godly Binner despises the riches of his goodness, and
after his hard find im?)eaitent he ut, ireasui-es up
wrath ag-iinst the day ol Avrath; he is led by the good-
aess of God uato repentance ; and every mercy pains

him to the heart.

The influences of the blessed Sj)irit, he cherishes

in the most kindly manner ; he is ier^.rfal to quench
this holy fire, or fright awny this heavenly dove, when
}ie vouchsafes to alight upon his souJ. He abhors ti.eir

imj»iety, whose character it is, " ye do always res!= -^he

Holy Ghost." As to the dirioe glory and hono'. he
is grieved with whatever he judges to encroach i;yOn
it ; and cannot but choose tof.e uneasy and.uerplexed,

>vhen the interests of true religion are threatened with
imminent danger. His heart, wilii Eli, trembles for

the ark of God.
Shall we describe him next in relation to hig

neighbor, lor whom he puts on bowels of mercj', and
^'ith whose miseries he cannot be unaTected ? Is he
no.' grieved lor the poor? Does not his soul weep ior

him that is in trouble ? But chiefly, he is touched
ivilh compassion for their <leplorable condition, who go
on in an evil course with prone career, v.hilsi he
sees them incurring the dreadful vengeance of the li-

Ting and almighty God. Rivers of waters run down
his eyes, because they keep not his law.

And with relation to himself, the tender hearted
christian is careful to maintain the peace of his own
conscience, to have that faithful monitor rightly form-

ed ; ind with the strictest attention to follow its im-
partial directions. When the consciences of some
are seared, as with a hot iron, his may be resembled
to the eye, that tenderest of organs, which even the

smallest ;;artic!e of dust will put into disorder. For,

as to sin, by which alone the conscience is delied,
^ the tender christian is fearful to commit it, easy to be

^'convinced, impatient to be purged.—Fearful to com-
mit it; though secrecy and ;>leasure should conspire
to tern U him with interest and advantage

;
yet, uiider

tlie influence of his tender fraine, he baiSes all tenipta-
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rlou ; uiid even abstains from those actions oixUiicii

he is susjiicious ; being mhidful of the apostle's max-
im, /i^ ^^«i doubtcth is condemned., if he eat. He dares

not come too near the borders of his christian liberty ;

lie studies not only what is lawful, but what is cxpe-

tlient for him t© do.—Easy to be convinced ; he does

«ot add rebellion to his sin; like them whose perverse-

ness is as witchcraft, and their stubbornness is as idola-

try.

He goes not about to cover his transgression, as

Adani^ but takes with his inifiuity, v>hen it is said un-

to him, Tkou art the man. A very look will melt his

heart, and make him, like that fallen, but recovering

apostle, who denied his Lord, go forth and weep bit-

terly.—Even V hen he has not a monitor to warn him
of his sin and danger, his ov» n heart will smite him.

But when the tender Christian is convinced, what
does he ? Abandon himself to careless stupidity, and
wallow in the mire ? No : while he keeps silence, his

bones will wax old, through his roaring all the day,

*' Restore, he cries, the joy of thy salvation. AVash me
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from mj^ sin."'

—

" For God maketh his heart soft, and the Almighty
troubleth him,"^

ON GRATITUDE.

THE thankful christian is he who thinks highly
of the benefits he receives from others, especially from
God ; and is disposed to make all the suitable returns

that lie in his power, Vxhether by word or deed. He
no less abhors ingratitude towards his God than to-

wards his neighbor. And in every condition, he
writes himself a debtor to the Almighty. Him he re-

gards as his principal benefactor; him, as the fountain

of his life, and joy, and comfort : the creatures as the

conduit piiJes through which they are conveyed. If

he is r freshed by the kindly visits of aa agreeable
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saieriil ; it is God who comforls iiini. He sees hi«

face as the iace o:" God. ii ' y ijrmleiit counse!, lie is

preventetl IVom Ccinying any uDV?ortiiy projects Into

execuiion : such is the language oi his heart, " blessed

he ihe Lord God ci" Israel, which sent thee this day to

jntet rae ; and blessed be tiiou, and blessed be thy ad-

Tice, v.-hich kentme back."

If the gilts o{ ministers have been edefying and
refreshing to hi«? soul ; he adores hiin who ;)uis die
treasure into these earthen vessels. Solomon must
have a thousand ; but the keeper of the vineyard two
hundred.

No mercy, however little, can he despised by
him ; whilst he considers the greatness of the giver,

and the unworthiness of the receiver. He is so far

from thinking himself entitled to the great and distin-

guishing favors of providence, that he coniesses:; him-
self linvvorthy oJ the least of all his mercies, as having
nothing due, but vvnitb and indignation.

He does not bury the former loving kindnesses of

theliOrd in the grave of a bad memory, as though the

oU'iiess of their date cancelled his obligations; l-ut

every renewed mercy he regards as a new indenture.
*' Fless the Lord, O my soul, he says ; forget not all

liis r enefits."

Is he in prosperity ? he rejoices. For it is God
who comforts him. Is he in culversity ? he rejoices ;

for it is God who corrects him. Atflictions he cou-

sii'ers as blessings in disguise; as mercies vvhich God
vor.chsafeshim, even against his will. Is he punished

for his sins ? he is thankful ; i'or God " punishes less

th:^n iniquity deserves." la he chastened for his pro-

fit ? he is thankful ; for it is that he '' may not be

coaderaned with the world." Is he persecuted for

ii3:h.'eousuess sake ? he is thankful ; for " it is given
iiini in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe in hi*

name, but also to suffer for his sake."

To enhance divine favors the more, he sets a pe-

cuU " mark on the endearing circumstances that at-

tend them^ Such a mercy was bestov.eu, whcr. I was
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going fro^A'ardly hi the v/ay of my OTvn lieart, and
jiiight rather have expected tribulation am! sng'usli.

Such a blessing v.cjs coaferred, when I vras reduced to

the greatest extreiiiitj', and in the utmost article of dan-

ger. For this 1 solicited the throne cf grace, and he

heard me o\it of his holy temple. Witli that he pre-

vented my supplication ; and before I called he did

answer.

Such are the sentiments wherev/ith his heart is

only touched, for all those good and perfect gifts, that

come down from heaven. But chiefly for spiritual

blessings in Christ Jesus : for thine unspeakaiile gift,

O God ; and tlial mercy v.hich is from everlasting to

everlasting.

What thanks can he render unto God for all the

joy wherewith he rejoices on his behalf ? Too bij:;

lor the heart, it overSows into the tongue, and extend^j

itself unto the life and conversation. He does not

thank God, like the proud olnrisee, with a design to

praise himself ; nor like the ilattering hypocrite, by
way of compliment and form. When he gives God
goodly words, he rests not in mere verbal honor ; but

whilst he ouVis praise he orders iiis conversation

tirlght, and pays his vovrs to the most High. Has his

liberal God any command (or his vrealth and sub-

stance ? it is at his service. For his name, credit,

and repatation ? it is read}'' at hand. For his wit ami
learning ? it shall not be wanting. Tea, neither

counts he his life dear unto him, if called for at his

hand. Gratitude v.iti teach his eye to v»'eep for the

dishonors that are done to his bountiful Benefactor ;

—

his hands to open in charitable distributions ;—hif5

ieet to run iu the way of his commandments. Grati-

rude for the mercies of God v.'ill enable him to present

his body a living sacrifice, v;hich is his reasonable ser«

Tice, holy and acceptable unto God.
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ON RESIGNATIOIT.

EE it so ; the providential ways of God do net
perfectly harmonize with his weak views, nor suit hi^s

private inclinations ; if any harsh thought .of God
ehouM arise in his heart, ])rompting him to utter wortk
unadvisedly with his tongue ; the resigned christian

wiil check the rising thought, and keep the door of

Lis lips with that reproof of the apostle, " wfio art

thou, O man, that re[)liest against God?" And as he
trembles to arraign the judge of all the earth, for

what he ha? already done ; so he dreads to i)rescribe,

with an unholy boldness, vrhat is farther proper for

him to do, who is the Governor among the nations.

If the favors of providence are distributed in a
manner that is, to outward appearance, not altogether

so advantageous to the cause of holiness and truth
;

when the wicked are great in power, diffusing their

verdant pride like a green bay-tree ; he ceases from
anger, and forsakes wrath, and frets not himself in any
wise to do evil. He rests on the Led, and waits pa-

tiently for him. He lets God alone to be the govern-

or of the world. " For, v»ho hath instructed the Spirit

of the Lord ? and who hath been his counsellor ?" U
the subjects of earthly princes su!)mit unto their ordi-

nances, and acquiesce in tiieir a-dministrations, even
though strangers to the arcana of their government {

mucli more he judges it incumbent on him not to

DvcsMme to censure the mysterious administrations of

the blessed and only potentate, all Avhose ways are

judgment.
Or, if the more distinguishing favors of divine

s;race and mercy are dispensed in an absolute and
sovereign way; while some are sharers, of them, and
others equally deserving are passed by ; he dares not,

with certain bold blas[;hemers, traduce the almighty

King, r.s though he wei'e acting the part of a cruel and
irbitrnry tyrant. For, he considers that he may dp
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what he will wiih hi3 own.— Aa some high towers,

though finished according to the nicest rules of archi-

tecture : yet, to the spectator's eye, who views it in

the plain helow, mny seem crooked: and as threaten-,

ini?; a hidecug fall, merely through the deception of

the sight ; so, if the high decrees of the holy One
shouhl seem, at any time, partial and unequal, he
imputes it to the v,eakness of his sight, and not at

all to the nature of the decrees themselves, " even
so Father, he says, for so it seemed good in thy

sight."

Perhaps he is touched in some tender point ; his

afllictions are singular. He is visited with a distress

that scarcely happens in an age, to which it is hard

to find a precedent, or a parallel. Yet, even in such
a case, will the resigned christian say, " it is the

Lord, let him do what seemeth him good," 1 Sam. iii,

in. Thoi:gh he be called to fpiit his earthly posses-

sions for the sake of truth, and to forego some worldly

comfort that he most passionately loved ;
goes he

aivay sorrowful, like him that had great possessions ?

Nay, but like the afflicted, though patient Job, he
says, " behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him ?

and who shall say unto him, what doest thou ?"

And with faithful Abraham, when about to offer up
his beloved Isaac, he rises early in the morning to

keep tlie v> ord of the Lord.'—But we must not at all

forget thy most examplary resignation, O persecuted

king of Israel, when Hying before an unnatural son,

from thy royal palace and city. Eut, " if he shall

say I have no delight in thee ; behold here am I, let

him do to me as seemeth good unto him," 2 Sam. xv>
26. Though even his days are shortened, and his

pur:70ses broken olT, he considers that his times are

wholly in the liand of God ; in obedience to the v^ill

of God he (nils asleep j and, like I\Icses, dies at the

command of the Lord. His soul is not taken from
him, but he yields it into the hand of God, as the fa-

ther of it, that he may shew it in. the path of life^

o 2
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If the answer of his prayers flies not upon the
wings oi the wind, he does not presently commence a
suit against the hearer of prayer. For, still. he casts

not away his confidence, that " if he asks any thing
according to his will, he heareth us." Heareth us in

the time himseli knows to he the most proper ; and in

what manner sho.uid be most conducive to liis giory
and our good.

In all his enterprises, he leaves the event in the

hand of God. The common phrases, " if the Lord
will ;" and, " if God {icrmit ;" are not mere words of

form and custom, when . proceeding out of his month,
but they are expressive of his heart ; as being persua-

<ie{l that his dominion is absolute ;
^' for he is higher

thin the highest;"" that his purpose is immutable; for,

*'hcisthe rock of ages;" that his power is irresistible;

for, " unto him shall every knee bend." Ke is persua-

<led of the tille God has lo him, greater than that of

parents to their children, of princes to their subjecti»,

or even of the potter to his clay. How can he be but

all submicsion ?

But chiefly his resignation is inspired by the

Itnovvledge he has of the tenderness of that care whick
he exercises towards him, because be is very pitiful,

and of tender mercy.—When he reflects, what a good
being sits at-th.e Iielmot affairs; let ihem that can be

.miserable ; he cannot possibly be so. As the bee

puis not forth its sting to the hive, when stored with

honey gath.rred from n thousLUid flowers, no more can

he ;)ut ^orth any sting of fretful muimurs, when he

fasles that the Lord is good. Re trusts in Iiin^and he

is blessed.

ON PATIENCE.

THE patient christian is he who bears up, in a

>!ecoming manner, under th.e painful sense of evil pre-

sent, and tediojs expectation of absent good. It ia

true, be ir, not proof agaiast. the inioade of £orrov>% ancJ-
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feelings of uneasiness ; he pretends not to the insensi*

bility of the blustering stoic, as though his texture va^

ried from that of other mortals. His heart is not

made of stone, his flesh of brass, nor his bones of iron.

Confessions of distress may be extorted from him ;

—

but his great soul disdains to be overcome by the

greatest severity of trouble, so ars to utter with his

mouth any impious complaining thought, or hasten

with his feet to a sinful deliverance. Sometimes
he has been known to glory in tribulation ; to

take pleasure in inftrmities, in reproaches, in neces-

sities ; and count it all joy, if he fell into divers

temptations.

If he cannot attain to this triumphant gloriation^

nvhen patience has her perfect work, he studies to

maintain a cheerfulness of temper, and a calm sereni-

ty of spirit,. But, -if he cannot be cheerful, he is silent.—The sovereign will of God is the resistless argu-

ment he uses with his own heait, whilst he considers

the various ills of life, not as the births of blind and
fatal necessity, but as the appointments of eternal

wisdom, both in their weight and number. He is just-

ly persuaded, that if consulting angels had contrived

his best and properest affliction, and chose it to his

hand, they could not have half so well adjusted what
concerns him.—He trembles to reply against the God
whom all the elements and powers of nature serve, who
gives no account of his matters ; <iil whose dispensa-

tions are the result of excellent wisdon, contrivance,

and design. Every bitter cup he considers as brewed
in heaven, and presented by a Father's hand. " The
men which are thine hand, O Lord," is the style he
^ives the instruments of hia afiliction, " and the man
which is thy svvord." Ke balances the desert of his

iniquities witli the gricv^ousness of his trials ; and
bears the indignation of the Lord, for that he hath sin-

ned against bini. He considers the benefit of the rod,

and sees it blossoming, like Aaron's, and yielding the

peaceable fruit=3 of righteousness.
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If the captain of his salvation assigns for him a

post of danger, like a good soklier, he does not repine,

but rather deems it a very singular honor. The loudei

sh^Il be the apphiuse, when he returns victorious from

the hattle. Whilst with his eye of faith he commands
the vast unbounded prosf-ect of eternity, the longest

period of time dwindles into a point : and why slioidd

that be much res;arded by him, which is but for a mo-
ment ? No evil befalls him but he sees it commoii
unto men.

The prophets, who have spaken in the name of

the Lord, and those of whom the world Avas not wor-

thy, he has for his examples of suffering aifiiction and
of patience. But chiefly he regards thy sufferings,

blessed Jesus;—the sorrows of thy life;—the agonies

©f thy death;—thy bleeding cross;—the anguish of thy

deseried soui ;—and he remembers his own misery no
more.

The scrij}tures are his grand dispensary, where
he finds balsamic truths, and healing doctrines. A
text of Paul is more j.towerful to supjiort his fainting

soul, than a sentence from Seneca ; a thought of Solo-

mon, than a paragraph of Epictetus.—Of all conquer-

ors, he is the greatest ; for even when conquered, he

overcomes. His greatest enemies prove most friend-

ly, and plait for him a crown of glory.

Sickness is better to him than health;—loss than

gain-;—death thaa life. While the vessels oi' cl-ty

ci^ck in tire ; he, like a vessel of gold in the furnace,

makes no din, but comes out more refined.—Patience,

thot -irt thy own rew.-rrd. Great is thy presenl peace-

Eternal is thy future glory.
^

ON FORTITUDE.

O FORTITUDE, thou noble Kmce; not earvMy
j-3 thy oi'lgin-!. The desperado knows thee not; nci

the blustering gallant ; who, for a glut of fell revenge^
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ei' the false name hojior, dares ri.sk his life in fhe de*

tested duel. Christianity alone insitires thee: God
and angels applaud thee. While cowardise falls into

the dangers she would avoid, and loses the life she in-

tended to save : it is thine to make more than a con-
queror in whatsoever event. Seated on thy triumph-
ant chariot, thou draggest, at thy glowing wheels, both
shame and fear; a dreadful pair. Humility, with pru-

dence, manage thy reins ; and glory stands behind
thee.—By thee the hero is led into the glorious field,

and whilst by thee inspired, and love to his dear coun-

try, his ears drink in the dreadful thunders of war with
a peculiar pleasure ; and his eyes behold the dismal

scenes of terror and amazement, nor turn away abhor-

rent.

—

By thee the still more glorious martyr rejoices

in sternest tribulations. So strange is thy enchanting
power, galling fetters are turned into delightful orna-

ments; illuminated is the gloomy dungeon; prisons

are palaces, and delectable orchards; and furious

flames, fit to torment with keenest anguish, are beds of

roses, soft and perfumed, as burning martyrs have de-

clared. By thee the King of martyrs, who witnessed

a good confession, was taught to endure the racking

cross, and to des])ise the shame.—Whilst by thee, the

joy that he now possesses was set before him, and the

almiglkty Father as his helper, he set his face like a

ilint, and made his heart like an adamant. Great is

thy present glory. Eternal is thy future reward.

Is thenlhe bloody field, the scaffold, or the stake,

the only theatres for holy fortitude? Perhaps the

cause of your country, and the cause of your Redee-

mer, may never call yoii to expose and cast away
your life. But go, and bravely dare to l)e singular in

a declining age ; though hissing crowds sho&ld -oint

at you as you go along ; and the men of iashion should

despise you. Reverence the sabbath. Reverence (he

name of the Lord. Bow the knee ; and let the voice

of praise be heard in your dwelling. Reprove the

bold blasphemer. Confess your faults, when it is for

the glory of Got!; knowing that it is better to have a.
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wound, a blot ia your reputation, than your coiT-

science. Au^l beio-e you will endeavor to retrieve

yonr situation iu the world, by dishonest baseness,

oi*en the door to honest poverty. Be it the leading

mi^dm of thy life, that nothing is greatly shametui,

but sin ; nor greatly fearful, but {he displeasure ox

your Maker. In the present life you shall h'ive peace

oi' conscience ; and, in the world to come, receive aa
incorruptible crown.

ON CONTENTMENT.

THE christian who rejoices in this excellent

grace, is one who would not indeed be satisSed with

ALL this world affords, as his eternal portion ; yet can

he say, even of his smalleist share, it is cnGUfk.—
V/helher he views himself as a meniber of the great

society of the universe, or of the civil society, to

which iie particularly belongs, he is pleased with the

station which providence has alloited lor liim. He
looks not with envy on those above him ; and repels

not only outward niarmurings against the disposer of

his lot, but inward repinings.

If the middle state of life be tliat which faJis him,

Tvhere he is equally removed from the pomp of wealth,

and the indigence of j, overly, he cons-iders it by far

the more eligible condition ; like him who prayed,
" give me neither poverty nor riches." For, as the

panes of glass in our windows, by their hardness and
solidity, bid a defiance to the stormy blast; yet, by
their transparency, admit the cheerful beams of the

sun ; so* does this middle state of life defend him from
the injuries of the world ; and at the same tiiue, it

excludes not the divine favor, nor darkens the light of

his countenance ; whilst the wealthy are exposed to

peculiar tem;:tations; and the poor are not without

their manifest inconyefliences, and.even solicitations

unto iniquity.
'*
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Buf, ir pOTei'ty and want be lug associates, whe*
tlier eii' iiJed iij'on him by his binh, or intioiiuced by
the h iiid 01 accident or Cdlaniity, he can cheerfully

welcome tliese unjoyoiis guests, and find them very
tolerable com, 'anions.—As the soldiers had no power
to break the bones O) his Redeemer, '' when Ihey saw
that he was already dead :" so poverty, ^vith her at-

tendant train of miseries, is unable to break his bones,

and wound his rest, when he is crucified to the world.

He knows, though he could call the world his own,
God never put therein such heavenly virtue, ns to in-

spire contenlmeni; reserving this as his own great

prerogHtive.

Why should he be rendered miserable, by the
want of that, v. hose presence would not make him
huppy ? If he has not all the advantages of ricl-es

and alliuence ; neither is he harrassed willr the itnx-

ioi!s cares, and dismal fears, and other sore tern, ta-

tions, to which those in high lile are necessarily sub-

ject.—If he shines not in the glitter of plenty, how
iii<2ny darts of agony will he escape: So, tfcunders

strike tall trees and lol'^ty mountains, while humbler
shrubs, and lowly vales, remain untouched.

This world he regards as an inn, where the short-

ness of his stay reconciles him to the iuuiuerency Ok

his accommoilation : and, as a theatre, where it mat-
ters not whether he act tlie part of a king or a peasant;

feut how well he acquits himself in the character he
assunics. He is not always poring on the dark side of
liis lot, and rejecting how many are happier than him-
self: but oft times turns his thought upon the favora-

ble ingredients of his condition ; and recollects how
in. iw have been, and are, this precious moment, more
miserable than he.

If a valuable friend, or a beloved relative, is torn

from his bleeding bosom by the relentless hand of
death, he remembers how many still survive.—He ne-

ver can persuade himself that he is poor, whilst pos-

sessed of so much n:'tural wealth as a man, and so

Ciucb heavenly treasure as a christian. The glorious
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canopy of lieaven he considers as the roof oi his earth-

ly mansion, far more majestic than that of the most
magnificent palace, tho' adorned with glittering silver

and refulgent gold. The green earth is the carpet on
>vhich he treads. When the chrystal well supplies

him with drink, he can forego the flowing bowl. The
gohien sun, the sparkling stars, and the smiling flowers

that streAV the earth, shew more glorious in his eje,

than gems and diamonds ; and, indeed, are as truly

possessed by him, as these are of their owners.

—

Health of body, soundness of mind, (blessings which,
for their commonness, are but too generally forgot,)

excite the most grateful emotions in his heart. But
especially as a christian, O how his riches ! how his

treasures sre replenished ! God himself is the portion
of his cuf; and the word of God the charter for his

inheritance.

Ho\f can he be earious at the prosperity of the
wicked, when the unknown merits of Immaiiuel are

all his own ? Though he has but little, he knows it

is the e-arnest of infiniteh' more ; and every table that

5S s.oread for him in the wilderness, was purchased by
his Redeenjer's blood, before it was procured b}- his

labor. It is not indeed a little of God will satisfy

him ; nor will he be pleased with a small share in the

treasures of eternity. These best gifts he most ear-

nestly covets. But as to temporal acquisitions, he es-

teems it "better to be of a inmible spirit with the
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud."

By moderating his desires, he has found out the
noble secret of turning every thing to gold, and finds

a compendious way of obtaining whatever he will.

—

He is a true Benjamite who can use the left hand as

•well as the right; and manage both fortunes to advan-
tage : and the liveliest image of the blessed God; for,

like Solomon's good man, he ranges not abroad for

happiness^ being " satisfied from himself."
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ON" CONTEMPT OF THE WOULD.

BUT, what shall we say of him who despises the

world, and its fashions that i)ass away ? Shall we say,

that he is lazy and indolent in his lawlul calling, neg-

lecting to provide for his own ? No : for we find that

even the Son of God himself, in the days of bis obscu-

rity, handled the tools of the carpenter. Or that his

lav/fui comforts are tasteless and insii!id to him? Kov/

then should he be duly thankful to his ail-gracious bc=

iiefactor ? He neither admires the foolish action of

him who threw his money into the sea ; nor the dis-

contented practice of tliose, whether of the Pagan,

Jewish, or christian denomination, who, being weary
of tlje world, condem.ned themselves to a civil death,

©r voluntary banishment from the cheerful haunts of

men, retiring to the lonely cell, or solitary desart.—

•

Ee knows there is nothing better than for a man to

rejoice in his hihor. Even in his worldly portion he

enjoys his God, and reaps the love of his dying Re-
deemer.

Bat such is the acquaintance be has with the gla*

ry of heaven ; the dignity of his own soul ; the vain

and hurtful nature of the world, that he highly dis-

dains to set his afiections on the things of the earth,

either in whole, or in [)art, as though tiiey could be

-the main sjuings of his felicity.

is he placed in humble circumstances, having no
large quantity of earthly goods at his command ? He
discerns, in this providence, thie kindly atfection of a
tender parent, removing from the reach of a beloved
child, what might prove hurtful and pernicious, whilst

those, for whom he b-is no such tender regard, are j er-

mitted to fall upon it; and, to their unspeakable pre=

judice, to fill their bellies with his hidden treasure.

—

He envies not, but rather pities the men of superior

rank, whose wishes are not crowned by the abunjance
of their riches j but their sorrows are multiplied, and

p
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lievv f£^,vd is adtled to their lusts ; and many of them,
alas ! haTe Iheir portion in this life. As for those that

set The work! in their hearts, (by far too fine a iVame
for such a ^vrctehed pebble,) all whose days are sor-

row, ancl their labor grici"; he can no more esteem
iheni truJy rich, than v/e should think the man happ}",

whose entrails should be tortured with a precious dia-

uioud, fit to shine in the crown oi*" the most exalted
monarch.

If he is rich in this world, he is neither too joy-
ful in having; too solicitous in keeping; too anxious
in increadng ; nor too sorrowful in losing these cor-

ruj)iible things. He rejoices more in the promises of

the bible, than in the gold of his coffers. As the sea-

men are careful not to aiimit into their vessel the waters
•f the ocean by any, the smallest cranny ; as well a-

"»vare how quickly they would descend unto the* bot-

tom : so he is fearful to admit this world into his af-

fections, lest he be droAvned in perdition. He is fully

persuaded, that he is as much an idolater who offers

the afi'ectious of his heart to the unrighteous mammon,
and saj^s unto fine gold, thou art wy confidence, as that

he is an idolater who uncovers the head, kisses the

hand, or bows the knee to an idol, or honors the vani-

ties of the Gentiles with sacrifices and incense. Too
eagerly to grasp vv'hat is his ov?n, he ecpially abhors,

as violently to snatch at what is the property of his

neighbor. l\'hi!st the. niggardly wretch wants what
he has, as well as what he has not, and his good is

not in his hand ; he enjoys the gifts of ))rovidence, by
moderately using them to the glory of his Creator, and
the good of his lellow-creature. He steers the middle

coiu'se between the sordid miser who lays up his ta-

lent in a na|)kin ; and the prodigal waster, who con-

sumes upon his lust what was given him for more no-

ble ends. He thankfully receives, but does not anx-

iously pursue the goods of fortune ; nor abandon him-
self to unmanly grief, when they make unto them-

selves uir.ss, and f1\' awa3\ The world is dead to

him. What though yoy bury it out of his sight ? He



171

reverences himself^ and highly disdains to place his

'happiness in what was only designed for liis tempora-

ry accommodation.'—Mindl'id of his h^gh orieinal, he
sdiTers not this servant to bear rtd? ; which were to

snbniit to a slavery, of all others the most inglorious.

Whilst he converses rnach with things eternal and un-

seen, he acquires a high disdain of the temporal thingt?

th it are seen. As he who deals much in pieces oi

gold, thinks little of coi.per money; the good of (he

he;^renly country is before him, even the bet(cr and
enduring substance; and like the venerable patriarch,

he regards not his SiUif of worldly enjoyments, if he
is called to forego them. He rejoices more that his

friends are holy, thp.n that they are wealtliy ; and is

more anxious to instil into the minds of his children

sentiments of devotion, than to mpJ^e them acquainted
with the art of making their fortune, and growing con-
siderable in the world. He uses the world as a flower,

which preserv es its beauty and verdure the longer the

less you handle it. When the busy worldling at once
throws up his interest in the comforts of time a nil

pleasures of eternity, this heaven born soul has the

true relish of life ; and, at the same time, can rejoice

in ail the treasures of elernity as his ov,'n proper mer-
cies. Happy soui ! he has provided for himself bag^
that wax not old, and durable riches, which no rust

can corrui)!, no thief can steal ; of v»hlch no storm, no
conllagration. can bereave him.

On tlte pursuit of real riches.

CAI\ he be poor that is an heir of God, whose
every perfection is more glorious than the mountains
of prey ? Who can call the unsearchable riches of

Christ his own ; and is interested in the Pearl of great
price ? Whose is that saving grace, more precious
than gold tried in the fire ? that heavenly wisdom, that

cannot be valued for Jewels of fine gold ? Who caa
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lejoice in the divine word, more ftian tliey that find

great spoil : and take it for his heritage lorever ? AVho*
is rich in good works, which are profitable unto men?
Who can turn even rej)roaches into greater riches than
nil the treasures of Egypt ? Of whom it may be said,
^' though he is not tlie lord of this village ; though that

fc'pot of ground is not jiloughed by his oxen ; that all

things are his." Who, viewing the spacious garden of
iiis wealthy neighbor, is transported by his thoughts to

the celestial paradise ; and, beholding his magnificent
palace, can meditate of the house not made with
Lands ? Vrho c^n lift his eyes to that blue vault of

heaven, adorned with sparkling stars, and considers it

as the }>avement of his heavenly mansion ? Who caa
consider his scanty share of worldly good things, as

the purch:'>se of his Redeemer ; and a little that he
iiaih, is better than the riches of many wicked? He
Jias little ;

—^but it is the earnest of much ; it is not his

portion :—but it is sanctif.ed by the word and prajer.

He has little;—but the blessing of the Lord maketh
rich. He has little ;—but he lays it up in heaven, and
lends it to a good creditor, even unto the Lord, wli»

will render it j^gain with usurj'.

No; he cannot be poor. For lie is possessed of

the true riches, in comparison of which, how is the

gold become dim ? how is the most fine jrpld changed ?

Eut he is |)oor, who, though he fill his house with

silver t^m\ gold, high fed on the lap ot fortune, is yet

in straits, even in the fulness of h.is suflleiency.^ Care,

3ike a greedy vnllure, ?its praying o-i his lieart. He
knows no other riches, but such as may be acquired

with injustice, used with indiscretion, and })osses5e«J

without happiness.

Alas ! tijese corruptible things cannot redeem the

soul from death ; nor deliver Worn the incumb.ent miser

ries of life. Will the head-ache be less i>erceived,

that the temples are surrounded with a crown ? Will

the fever be in the least abated, if the sick person is

laid on a bed of state ? Far less will the resentful

conscience be bfibeil with gold and silver to .iuterwi:t
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j't5 wrath. See how they make unio tlieniselvcs

v/ini^s, and Sy away ! How often has he solicited the

cold hand of charity to-day, who yesterday washer!

his steps in butter, hnd lived on the finest of tiie wheat ?

Where is the man whose glory ever descended into

the grave ?

O ye children of men^ whose foreheads meet the

skies; whose souls are rational and inunortal; are

these the precious acquisitions for which ye stoop ig-

nobly down, and dig into the bow^els of the earth ? Is

't thus ye pant after the dust of the earth, and think

.0 pains too great, no dangers too considerable, to de-

ter you from the fantastic cha§% ?

O did we know the things tliat are freely given

lis of God ; did we know what is the riches of the glo-

ry of his inheritance in the saints ; how w ould we
trample under our feet these lying vanities ! Are these

thy boasted offers, O vain world ? are these a portioa

for my soul ? Can these enable me to live up to my
native dignify ? Be gone ye vain pretenders. Wel-
come, ye durable riches; ye safe enjoyments, that

puff not up with haughty pride, nor are enemies to my
peace, but are evidences of the divine love, and profit

in tbe day of death. Let me call you mine, and I

shall not know the approach of poverty.

On cm ing-enucus andfree spirit.

HE greatly despises the admired things of the

woi'ld as low and vulgar. He can behold the gilded

chariots, the magnificent palaces, and splendid equi sa-

ges of the great, without a libidinous eye.—Conscious
of his native dignity as a man, and spiritual as a chris-

tian, he rather scoi'ns than fears to sin. His mot to is,

rcvrrencc thyself ; and, from a princi;}le of holy pride,

he departs- from inicpiitj^ though &hame and misery
were not its inseiAarable attendants. The goodness^

of God has the most powerful inSaeiice upon him t:?

r 2
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leaf! him to repentance ; bat he detests the helli&h sO'

pr.i^iiry of those who say, " lei us Bin ' ecaiise p\'.ce a-

bouiiuB." He asks not, " vvh;it can the Almighty do
for me ? What prolit shall i havefir i Leep his ordi-

naaces ?" He serves a loving Fi^ther, who scares
hi :: us a man S; areth his sou, not (or the love ot wa-
ges, but for the wases oi Jove. Be is touched with a
generous coneern ibr tlie giory oi' God, as well as his

own s:dvcit]on ;^ and (or the good oi' his fellow-crea-

tures, as well as his own interest. He does not say of

thl« duty, is it absolutely necesvsai'y ? may 1 be saved^
though I neglect it ?—Nor ol' that, what damage shall

I sustain? will it infriipge my rej>utation ? will it en-

ci'o ich on my estate ? ilut, is it the commandment of

the Lord ? The reverence he has for God is not thai

fear which hath torment; but that fear which is at-

tended by love. He is more grieved by far for the

dis.'ieasuje done to God by his sin, than for any pun-

ishment Avhich he may have reason to expect. If j^ou

eclipse the couuleutmce of the Almighty, who is his

Eun and shield ; in vain shall the twinkling stars of

worldly comforts scatter their feeble beams. He
v/eejieth sore as in the night, because the Comforter

that should relieve his soul is far away. He is not al-

ways contriving how lie may serve God at the cheap-

est rate; but is rather at a ibss what he shall render

to the Lord for all his undeserved mercies. This was
thy princely spiilt, O royal prophet, "shall I oiTer ta

the Ijord that wliich cost me nothing ?" His liberal

soul deviseth lileral things. He disdains to be the

servant of men; to see things with other eyes; to

couch down under the burden of human imposition ;

but he searches the scriptures daily to see if thecc

llungB be so, that are told him' by learned and holy

ijxen ; and rejects or receives accordingly. He is wil-

ling to receive evil, as well as good from the hand of

the Lord ; and makes not a grave of any jireseut afllic-

tion, to.I.Mjry the memorj'^ of former ftercies. I-e can
hlush for tho:3e sins that are kept close from the eye
«f the world; end moum eyeia fer a long past and
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pardoned iraiisgYession. When Goct says ttnfo hlm^
sc'h II' iJiif frtce ; he dvoes not post loiie this vvork till

lie 5 -i Said on the led or Innajiiishing ; resolvi;i2; to allot

those dregs oi" time to the service oi" the Almighty,
which he cannot make a better of; but he remei]ii)ers

his Creator before the arrival oi" the evi! d;iy.

Does he sist himself in the ijresence of God ? he
behaves as though the eyes of men were Ujvon him.

—

Does he converse with m^.n ? he sets the Lord always
before him. He is not so sordidly attached to the

vain pleasures and enjoyments of • the world, but he
can, with the Joy of the heliering patriarch, obev the

^cornm uidment of the Lord, and go forth, not knowiii|^

whether he goes. :

ON SINCERITY AND TRUTH.

A LOVELY character indeed ! The person
'R-lio is reaJI}'^ possessed of it, is as a man who does

not think one way,^ and speak another ; or speak
one way and act another ; but he thinks as he
speaks, and speaks as he does. In ail his words^^

in all his actions he pays the most inviolable regard

to (ruth ; more than to his own interest ; more than

to his own reputation; yea, more th.in to his very
life. Truth be esteems as the most precious of all

tiiin'J:s here below :—the bond of civil society, with-

out which public communities were nothiiig; else but

conipmies of robl>€rs nnd bajiJiitti :—an eminent 'part

of the illustrious image of God ; and a very orient

pearl in the crown of Jehovah ; who, *that he might
not stain the truth ol" his threatening, in acquitina: the

guilty, did "stsiin tiie cross with the b.sood of his only
be2;otteii Son. For this en{\ earnest thou info the

V, orld, O gracious Redeemer ! to bear witness to the

fe-'ith ; and to conOrm ail the divine promises, which
are yea, and arsien in thee.

,How can the inhabit'ant of Zioii allow hijnself,

for any puny inteiestg io encroach upon these sacrevl
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rights of truth ; for the asserting of wliich the moU
High has exerted himself in such an amazing manner?
How can he suffer himself to turn aside unto the

crooked paths of faisehood and disshn illation ? whe-
ther in judgment or commerce, or in ordinary dis-

course ; For so shoukl he forfeit ail preiensions of

belonging to that people whose Lord is the God of

truth : of possessing that spirit, v/hose fruit is ia aii

goodness, righteousness, and truth :—of being interest-

ed in that Redeemer, wiiose name is the way and the

truth :—and of being entitled to that inherit Ann e,.

which is the land of uprightness, where nothing enters

that loveth or niaketh a lie. «
If he is called to act the part of a witness in civil

judicatures, he would not so much as declare what he
knows is a falsehood, though the disginsinn; the truth,

in the least instance, would tend ever so much to his

advantage. Far less can he be guilty of that heaven-
daring v/ickedness they are guilty of, who call the all-

geeing majesty of heaven to testify against them, if it

is not as they say, even when tljey are conscious that

the contrary is the truth. O abhorred wretches ! is it

thus you pom'jcontempt on eternal Sovereignty? thus

you insult his omniscience? thus 5^ou bid defiance to

his Almighty vengeance ? Yet he also is wise, and
will ')ring evil, and will not call back his words; ami
you shall know that it is a fearful thing to fall into his

hands.

In matters of commerce, he lays it down as his

leading maxim, lh:t konrsty is the best policy.' He ne-

ver can think it an advantageous bargain, that dero-

gntes from the |)€ace of his conscience, whilst it puts

money into his coiTi tb. He not only abhors the gross-

er methods of dishonest gain ; such as the false bal-

ance, the bag of deceitful weights, but the more gen-

teel, or less shameful artifices of fraud and circumven-

tion. Such are these, which Solomon touches at,

with heautifursimpjicity :
" It Is naught, W is n lught,

snyelh tlie buyer j but when he is gone away, then he
hoastetb,"'
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Nor is tliis go^\y sincerity less apparent in all his

social iiiteiviews, or {rientily communications. If he
tells any story for true, to divert the company where
he is, he takes care it be really a matter ol' fact : as

ric;htly judging, that nothing can render a man more
silly and ridiculous in the eyes of a rational beholder,

than to coin absolute fictions, or dress up matters of

fact by strange additions, in the garb of novelty, and
all for no other end, but to keep the company in good
humour, and gain their admiration. If he loses an ar-

gument about any painful doubt, sincerity forbids him
to give out, that he is fully clear, when, perhaps, he is

really in the dark ; and that he sees no force at all in

his neighbor's argument, though, perhaps, it amounts to

a resistless demonstration. If he gives a cliaracter of

any absent party, he is careful to avoid all hy'ierbo'ic-

al descriptions, whether they tend to diminish or exalt

the worthiness of the person spoken of. Ifjie makes
a promise, though about a trivial matter, -he thinks

himself obliged to fulfil it. And lastly, in passing of

compliments, his courtesy does not intefere with his

veracity
;
pretending the greatest warmth of kindness

and affection, when, perijaps, his esteem is very low,

and his aliection \evy coid. Kis love lei Avithout dis-

simulation.

. ON TEMPERANCE.

'• BEAR and forbear," is a precept which may-
include under it, if not the whole, yet a very great

part of moral duty. The first part of the n^^jixim relates

to the aifiictions, the latter pai't refers to the plensurea

of life. Are you in adversity ? do things happen to

you, not as you could wish ? Bear them in a becom-
ing manner ; and let patience have her perfect work.
Are you in prosperity ? do the pleasures of life lie

within your grasj. ? Pdoderate your desires by tempe-

yauce j and forbear every ujxlawful gratification fl"
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3'ou Tvant temperance to use discreetly (he pleasurable

good thiiigs which you enjoy, they are turned into real

eviig, as afflictions are turned into good by the exer-

cise of patience.

Temperance is the power and command whicli a

man has over himself, in moderating those appetites

which are common to us with the beast. Gluttony,

dr^inkenness, and lust are the opposite vices. The
two rirst are opposed to sobriety, and the last to

chastity.

it is a melancholy matter, tiiat ever intemperance
should be deemed a necessary article in the character

of a gentleman. Why should it not be regarded in the

sajne light as treachery or lying ; seeing it is equally

condemned by the light of nature itself ? Be it so :

this ugly liag has the appearance of good humor, and
has many votaries among your gallant spirits ; to be

intemperate is the most horrid ingratitude in its own
natiue, and argues a littleness of soul, and narrow way
of thinking, extremely contemptible. Was it for this,

O j-e sons of intemperence ! j'oiir bountii'id Creator
endowed you Avith his own resemblance

;
gave yoii

that comely grace, and dignitj' of aspect, by which
your bodies are distinguished IVorn the brutes ? Was
it for this, he spreads your table with unsparing libe-

raliiy, and gives you all things necessary to support

3'our lives, and comiort -your hearts ? That humaa
nature, which is by you defiled with filthy lusts, your
Creator deigned to assume, when he took upon him
the form of a servant. In this same human nature ihe

Bo!y Spirit deigns to dwell. And the time is fast

approaching, when many parcels of it shall be raised

in glory, and clothed wiih immortality ; but what is

this to you, who seem to disclaim your humanity ; and
while you affect to be artificial brutes, are worse than
the natural ones ! Such knowledge is too wonderfuJ
for you ; such motives too celestial to have influence

upoii your sensual minds. Yet shall the truly wise
be iniluenced from such coosiderations to cleans©
their wav.



179

As to the pleasures which are supposed to attend

upon sensualiiy of every sort, cool'.y viewed, they will

appear inSnitely deficient. He who is perpetually

feasted with a cheerful conscience, is an epicure of a
right kind. The pleasures of temperance are by far

superior to those of her rival ; perhaps in real poign-

ancy ; but sure I am, if fleshly satisfactions have any
thing to recommend them on their own account, the

attending evils swallow up the imaginary pleasure;

as Pharaoh's lean kine eat up the fat and well favored

ones.

As a physician, I could advise you against in-

temperate courses. Temi>erance is natural physic,

whereas intem[>erauce is artificial distress. Are you
not beset round about with fatal distempers ? Is not

Old age soon to wrinkle your face ; and death to loss

his dart ? Why invite these unjoyous guests ? They
will com^ soon enough of their own accord. O if you
could but think what an ugiy set you give unto your
features ! Lo ! there is a looking-glass, drunkard,

which Solomon holds unto your face. " Who hath
*' wo ? V, hvo hath sorrow ? who hath contention ?

*' who h?!th babblings ? v.r.o hath wounds without
*' cause ? They th:it tarry long at the wine, and go
*' to seek mixt wine." When the glutton is murder-

ed by his own mud ; and when the flesh of the adul-

terer is consumed ;—then shall lie mourn. O Britain !

Britain ! though famine, pestilence, and war, should

never visit you again
;
yet this is a destruction that

wasteth at noon-da}^

As your lawyer, i might tell you, how this vice

drains your v.orldly substance ; is a fire that wast-

eth to destruction ; and will bring you to a morsel of

bread.

As a philosopher, I might put you in mind, that

it makes you less than a man ; darkens the under-

standing, takes away the heart, metamorphoses you
into a beast.

Eut especially as a divine, I must tell you, that

for these thiols' sake the wrath of God coineth on the
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criiidren of disobedience. We are taught by omvfioljr

religion, to consider the lusts of intemperance, as the

procuring cause oP* teinj)oral judgments ; of eternal

death. What cast Adam out of paradise ? Intempe-

rance. W^hat brought the flood on the old world ? In-
'

temperance. What kindled Sodom's flames, and laid

in ashes the cities of the plain ? Intemperance. In-

tern >erance brought on national judgments upon the

Jews, and exposes to everlasting burnings.—It is re-

lateil by an eminent author in his travels, that in some
places of Germany, they executed certain capital of-

fenders in a very extraordinary manner. There was
an engine shaped like a hand5onie lady, which the

cri'uiual saluted, and afterwards retired. He returns

ag. in to salute the fatal machine : The flgure opens
its hands and csts him through the heart. " Knowest
thou not that the dead are there ? that l^er guests

are in the deeps of hell ? None that go in unto

he:- return again ; neither take they hold of the path

of life." •

The harmony of the divine attributes ; or, the council oj

.peace.

AS yet there were no mountains covered with
verdure, nor valiies clad with yellow plenty. The
trees had not yet reared their loft}^ heails. There
was no sun yet lighted up to S[)read the cheerful da}' ;

no armament glowing with lively sapphires. But the

eternal mind alone existed. Himself was his own
ha;>piness. Beholding from his exalted prospect

—

(from which all future things are present) the nume-
rous events which i)rovidence would bring forth, he
spied the hum^n race all grovelling in the dust, and
utterly unable to recover themselves from a ruinous

fall. He saw them, in their great progenitor, in the

very morning of the worid, involved in one common
ruiuj by the artful insinuation of a subtle apostate.—

-
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He saw the mischief and s;)ite of his implacable ad-

versary, and resolved to redeem the l.i.-eed r;ice in

«uch a method, as should redound to the glory of his

penections, and the never-ending coniusion ol the ma-
licious impostor.

Re is revealed to have called a solemn council,

(for we must s:-eak after the manner of men concern^

ing him,) in order to concert the grand design. Holi-

ness and wisdom weirQ oresent, with all their sister at-

iriir.itesi but chieily, justice nnd mercy met lot^ether.

Graces, which, like the sua and moon, are rarely seen
together among the sons of men.

And tirst, stern Justice rose with an awful counte-

Bance. Justice, whose ;;rovince is to see the rii;his of

henvea. For, sooner would she tenr the earth from
her deeijt foundations, and 'lend it with (he heavens in

undisiingnished ruin, thin suffer any, the least in-

fringement of the rund.miental laws of Tsod. She
see/ned to he altogether averse from the merciful de-

siga. She pleads, th it guilty man is no more the '..ro-

per olsject of mercy, than the angels that sinned.

—

H;5ve they not violated thy holy laws, O righteous

Father ? See wh;it confusion and disorder sin has In-

troduced into thy fair creation ! IJow the !;eautif

su'iordination of all things to one another, and to the

the great Creator and Governor, is disturbed !

—

AnA
therefore, die he must, or Idot me out from thy nature,

discard me from thy court, let me be no more the sup-

porter of thy throne. r

. Holiness nnd faithudness did hack the Sf;eech of

justice. For my lustre is stained, s«id holiness, by
fin; ^nd my honor is ledged, said faithfulness, that

the deserved punishment shall be infiicted ; witness

the threatening of the l^w.

Bift a smiling aftrihute, in which the Almighty
lias a peculiar delight, next interposed. Her bo^^ els

were moved Torus. With looks of gentlest aspect she

held forth the olive branch of peace, and dropt these

precjo'js v/ords, ".shall mankind j^ensh, th}' yoiMivest

son, thy latest born ? Shall the avenging enemy al-

Q
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ways blaspheme thy name, and deem himself the con-

queror ? O ! spare thy helpless tribe, befooled out of

life and happiness ! O ! stay thy arm of vengeance !

thou hast glorified these my sister attributes already,

in thy works ! I see the beauteous creation emerging
out of nothing, to the glory of thy power and wisdom !

Holiness and justice have triumphed in punishing the

sinning angels. Shall no ray of my glory shine forth

in any of thy works ? Here is a proper season, O !

let me now be glorified ! It is true, O divine holiness

!

you have been stained by sin ; nor is it less true, you
are engaged to inflict the awful vengeanc^^ O divine

Veracity ! righteous are thy demands, O spotless Jus-

tice ! but is there no surety who may be substituted

in the room of offending mortals ? Who is able ? Who
is willing, to underlie the threatened vengeance ?

Hast thou no expedient, O eternal Wisdom ! to au-

SAver the pleas of Holiness and Justice ? Canst thou

not devise, how Faithfulness shall be verified, andi

Mercy be displayed ?"

Eternal Wisdom then proposed for the surety, the

second person of trinal-unity. It is true, we cannot

find one equal to the mighty task among the angels,

^fcthe human race. But, let the Son of God become
Wbh ; let him do ; let him die ; let him rise again.

—

^ The malicious adversary shall behold, with keen des-

pair-, all his designs blasted : God will be highly glori-

fied. And even the gracious Redeemer will be highly

exalted. While manldnd wilU)e honorably saved, by
a righteousness of infinite worth and everlasting dura-

tion. O glorious device !

The gracious overture found universal accept-

ance ; the Son of God consented. IMercy rejoiced.

—

Justice sheathed her sword. Faithfulness laid her

h.nvl on her mouth. And Holiness shone out in bright

elfulgeace.
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ON STEDFASTNESS.

AS the plant never can thrive, which is always
removed hy the gardener from one spot to another

;

neither can the christian abound in the work oi tiie

Lord, who is not stedtast and immoveable. But where
shall stediastness be found ? In the jangling schools,

among the wise men, the scribes, the disputers of the

world ? Alas ! none have been more unlearned, more
unstable, more pernicious wresters of the scripture, to

their own destruction, than the persons of this deno-

mination. Far less can the obstinate bigot lay any
just claim to this character. So call him, who is eagerly

attached to the peculiarities of his partjs without be-

ing able himself to render a reason, for his persuasion ;

or willing to undergo an im])artial enquiry.

But the established christian is the person who
has heard and learned of the Father ; who knows the

power of divine truth on his heart and conscience.

—

Long perhai)a he wandered in uncertainly ; had no
where to lay his head, or fix the sole of his foot. But
when he found these old paths, these good ways, he
found his rest. Alighting, like the dove of Noah, on
the true ark ; this is my rest, he says, and here I will

ahid:. He is no more like the chat!', which, when se-

parated from the grain, becomes the sport of winds;
but, rooted in Christ Jesus, he flourishes like the

palm-tree, and grows as the cedar in Lebanon. His
religious opinions are not now like travellers in an
inn, that lodge but for a night ; nor his holy resolu-

tions like the morning cloud, or early dew, that pas-

Beth away. But that which he heard from (he begin-

ning abides in him ; and with full purpose of heart, he
cleaves unlo the Lord. He holds fast the profession

of liis faith without wavering ; and, by a patient con-

tinuance in well doing, seeks for glory, honor, and im-

mortality, is he assaulted by the winds of vain doc-

triae, and strai^,g temptations ? The strength of his
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persuasioD, and the firmness of his resolutioa, are s*

far from being overcome, that, on the contrary, they
acquire a more unshaken stability ; as the tree, that is

well rooted, clings closer to the soil by being tossed

ia a tempest.

Be peruses the holy scriptures, and finds God's
word as a hammer to fasten him, as a nail in a sure

place. Ke purifies his heart from every vile affectioHj

and holds the mystery of faith in a pure conscience.

Be prays -without ceasing, and finds his heart united

to fear God's name continually. He sets before his

eyes the stedlastness of his Redeemer; who, in the

aause of his salvation, did set his face like a flint ; and
knew that he should not be ashamed :—and the ex-

amples of those christians, who endured unto the end,

and held fast the beginning of their confidence. lie

would not submit .the truth of the doctrine, certainly

believed by him, even to the judgment of an angel

from heaven. In tlie christian rtsce, he runs not as

uncertainly ; and, in the christian warfare, fights not
as beating iii the air.

While the soul that is unstable as water, become^
a ready })rey to every temptation, and never can ex-

cel in holiness or comfort ; the established christian

is a lively image of the living God, who is stedfast for

^ver ; and v- ith whom there is no variableness, nor

shadow of turning. Ke is a disciple of Christ indeed;,

for he continues in his word, an ornament to the reli-

gion v.hich he professes, and a bestower o( gladness to

the heart of erery faithful minister, ".vho can say, with

the holy apostle, norv we live, if we stand fast in the

herd. But) O that blessed serenity of mind, now set-

tied into a pleasing tranquility, as milk into a sweet

cream, when allowed to stand still !

Go on, O happy soul ! resist the devil, stedfast in

the faith. Thy prayers are powerful ; Ihj' reward is

certain. x\nd, at the last, yon are presented holy and
imlilameab'e before him, if ye continue grounded and
settled in faith, and b^ not moved away from the hope
«f the g03;^)el.



185

ON SEAL.

THE zealous christian is one, who, from a ten-

der ret^ard to the honor of his God and Redeemer,
burns with a holy anger against tdl doctrinnl coirup-

tlons of his truth, and practical violations of his law:

and does what in- him lies ibr advancing his glory a-

biong men, and for transmitting to latest posterity

pure and incorrupted the lioly reiigion'wherein he has

been taught. In times of abounding iniquity, he wax-
es not cold, but glows the more intensely, as the pier-

cing rage of wiuter imparts new vigor to the elements

of fire. Though he vcvy well Knows the Almighty
needs not his fee!)le helj^, being fully able to defend

his ov/n cause, and vindicate his injured rights; yet.

like fliee, O venerable Elijah, he is jealous for the

Lord of Hosts, when the children of Israel had tlirowii

down his altars, and fears the hitter curse of Meroz,
should he not come forth to the help of the Lord; to

the help of the Lord against the iiiightj^. For, he re-

members how, in the cause of his salvation, his gra-

cious Redeemer was clad with zeal as with a cloak;

he put on vengeance, and it covered him.

He does not, like the scrupulous Pharisee, confine

Ill's Avhole regard to the lesser matters of (he law;
while those cf greater moment are forgot ; but still he
highly values every the smallest truth ; and had ra-

ther that heaven and earth should pass away, than

one jot of his word should perish. Blany things which
some account of as small punctilios, and triiling cir-

cumstantials, he finds, upon a nearer inspection, to be
worthy of contending for ; as being more nearly rela-

ted to the whole system, and present state of religiorip

than is generally imagined. Even those lav> s, Avhere-

by the government of christian societies is adjusted,

he considers as necessary as the bark is to the tree^os"

the hedge to the vineyard.

(i 2
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^It is not a hHnd an^^ headstrong passion that Ifi-

Uuences him, when he dissents from the way o£ the
muhitude, iike them that had a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge ; but being able to render a
reijson to every man that asketh. He may be compa-
red lo tlie bush that burned; it was sharp indeed, and
prickly, but in the midst of light. Or, as the legal

priests burned incense, and lighted the lamps together
in the ancient tabernacle, so ought this holy flame ne-

Yer to be awakened, but when the lamp of know ledge

is also lighted up.

Let Saul, in his zeal for the Israelites, imbrue his

hands in the blood of the Giheonites ; let another of

that name waste and persecute the cl*iirch, being ex-

ceedingly zealous of tiie traditions of the fathers ; let

bloody papists think they are doing God good service,

v#hen they coni^^ign over to the tlames pretended here-

tics; blowup pailiaments ; massacre whole nations of

men; and make the streets of populous cities to swim
witli human gore ; he has not so learned Christ.—It'

any such wrathful emotions arise in his heart, a«

would excite him to call for tire from heaven, evea
against the most atrocious sinner; he recollects the

needful caution of the meek and lowly Jesus, " ye
know not what manner of s[)irit ye are of." Mercy
and compassion is the oil that feeds this flame, which
many waters cannot quench. If it consumes any, if i*

not the persons of other men, but himself.

He affects not the zealous character for a cloak of

covetousness, like the crafiy Demetrius of Ephesus ;

nor for a mask of ambition, like Jehu, the proud and
furious captain;—nor that he may, with greater secre-

cy, wreak bis resentment on those he hates, as if this,

heavenly grace could prove a sanctuary to malice rpaI

revenge, it is not the persons of the sinners he ab-

hors ; but the sins of the persons. And against these

he fights ; not so much by bitter invectives, and noisy

exclamations, as silent tears, and secret prayers. He
sees transgressors, and is giieved much for the certaift

miseries they procure to themseives ; naorej for the
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tiishonor Ihey reSect upon tlieii* Maker. His gene-

rous godly sorrow is not confined to his own personal

iniquities ; his heart can bleed for a workl that lieth

in wickednes*; but still his zeal begins at home, like

charity. He entertains no more favoring thoughts of

any evil way, though his most beloved friends should

be the abettors of it. But chiefly he keeps his own
heart with all diligence; and carefully suppresses

those vices in his ov, n soul, against which he declares

in other men. He remembers, that as the snulTers in

(he temple v»^ere pure gold; so they who would be ad-

vocates for pure and undefiled religion, ought to be

pure themselves. And he fears to fall within the

verge of that most cutting challenge ;
" thou that

teachest another, teachest thou not thyself P"

Though far from the indiiierence of a Gallio, in

the matters of his God; yet will he never speak wick-

edly for him, nor have recourse to pious fraud for the

promoting of his interest. x\s the stars in their cour-

ses fought against Sisera ; so he, when striving against

sin, is careful, in this holy war, to keep his rank, and

never to step asuVe from that station that is allotted

for him by his prudent General.

Such is the constant frame, and such the habitual

temper of his soul ; not resemliling a transitory flash

of lightning, but a standing pillar of fire. Sometimes
in(5eed he incurs the censures of men, as though he

were righteous overmuch, and of a gloomy nature

;

but God and conscience acquit hini from the charge.

In times of fearful judgments, and dangerous apostacy,

he is ordinarily preserved, being marked with the seal

Qf the living God on the forehead.

ON RELIGIOUS STRICTNESS'.

THE strict christian is a person who places not

Ms religion in a rigid censuring of others, nor in an
eag^ attacluKeat to the customs or opiaions of a par-
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ticular party ; but is influenced in the whole of hfe
conduct by an inllexible regnrd to the divine hiw, as

the only rule of his liie ; and by a ciueful attention to

the exani|}le of Jesus Christ, as the great {»:ittern of
his obedience. He reckons it not sufficient to distin-

guish himself from the many that walk in the broad*

Way, l)y entertaining better notions, and more exalted

sentiments than they ; but his life is orthodox as h: •

faith, and his conversation as his tongue.

Ke is afraid to engage in whatsoever course of
action, without being tirst at ail due pains to satisfy

his conscience, that it is well pleasing unto God, or,'

at least, not prohibited in the law. But when lie dis-

cerns the stamp of God's authority on an}' precept
;

though the world should countermand, he knows hi-

o^vn master, and obeys God rather tlian man.
It is true, he abhors those foolish and cruel ma-

terations of the body, which some su^ierstitious bigot*

have mistaken for true mortiiication ; for he knows,
that his body, being a temple of the Koly Ghost, de-

serves to be honored, by keenins: it in repair : and,

being the servant of his soul, should be mercifully

«sed, as the good man is merciful to his very beast.

—

But, at the same time, he takes care not to pamjier

the flesh too much, and make provision for its lusts,

under the specious pretence of using his christian li-*

berty. For, though he stands fast in this liberty, and
will not be brought into bondage by any, he chooses
not to be walking always upon its utmost verge or

border.

Some things that are in themselves lawful, he
judges not expedient, on account of the attending cir-

cumstances ; and he abstains from them accordingly.

The regcird he bears to the law of his God, is uni-

form, equal, and constant. Be is no less conscien-
cious in nerrorming relative duties, than in practising

those that are immediately religious. lie abhors their

impiety, who make the divine coinmands to clrtsh,

and break the one table of the law against the other;
wbo, under the pretence of devotion, forget natural
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affectiou ; ag if one should devote unto sacred uses

wh.it is necessary for supjiorting the iile oi' his nearest

relations, and say, " it is a gift by whatsoever thou

mightst have been profited by me."

Though he is strict in observing every the least

coinmandment, it is not that he may indulge himselt

in neglecting the weightier matters of the law ; but

rather to demonstrate unto all beholders, that if the

authority of the great Lawgiver is to be so much re-

spected, even in the smallest things, much more in

those weightier and important matters, that are the

very soul of religion.

He equally detests the spurious strictness of the

pharisee, which was only partial and hypocritical

;

and the profane looseness of the multitude, who wcdk
at random, and seem to think, that it is scarce possi-

ble to go wrong in the way that leadeth unto life.

He neither shuns nor courts the approbation of

the world, and studies rather not to deserve than to

avoid their reproaches. His heart being reconciled

unto the spirituality and holiness of the law, his li-

berty and freedom is not in the least impaired, by the

itrict rules he has imposed upon himself ; he walks
at liberty, because he seeks thy precepts, O God.

Some there are who esteem him to be no b,etter

than a nice precise fool, and an aftecter of singularity;

but he endeavors, by joining to hi^ strictness, a sweet

and obliging behavior, to confute this calumny ; and
oftentimes he encreases, like his Lord and Savior Je-

lius Christ, in favor with God and man. He looks

iiyon all his strictness as too little; and coming not

only exceeding short of what is required in the law,

but of what others have arrived at ; and he renoun-

ces it all in point of trust and confidence. It is not

his own strictness, but his Savior's atonement ou
which he builds his hopes of a happy eternii3\

Go on, O happy soul! though thy comxinions

should be few in the narrow way that leadeth unto

everlasting life ; in a little thou shalt no more com-

plaia of being solitary j for thou shalt come to tha
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innnmerable company of angets, to the general assem-
bly and church of the first born, whose names are

written in heaven, where the strictest christian shall

receive the most glorious crown. For their shame,
they shall be advanced to double honor ; and for

confusion, they shall rejoice in their eternal por-

tion.

It now remains to beg the readers excuse for de-

taining him so long from a perusal of the more imjjor-

tant and interesting contents of the folloAving sheets;*

and to express my ardent desire, that blessed by a
gr ;cious providence, they may gain the haven of pub-

lic acceptance, and import these most valuable com-
modities ; pleasure which improves, and improvement
which delights.

ON THE RELIGIOUS WORSHIPPED.

FIRST of all, he is careful that the worship he
performs be of divine institution, and suited to the ge-

nius of the gospel. Ke is not so much taken with

gaudy ornaments and glittering ceremonies in any
set or religious observances, as with the stamp of

heaven's appointment. Though the commandments
of men should be ever so plausible and dazzling to

the eye, he can despise them as weajc and beggar-

ly elements, as worldly rudimentSj as carnal oi'di-

nances.

But though his worship should, as to form, bo?st

of ever so much purity, he knows where there is a spi-

ritual worship, there may be a carna! heart. The
soul of his devotion lies, neither in the reverence of

NOTE.

* ms essay ccnchickd the preface in the first edP

tton,

9
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bodily (demeanor, nor in the exercise of shining gifts ;

but in the fixing of his mind, and the exciting his

grace in(e action, by the influence of the Vloly Ghost*

The bended knee bespeaks the humiliation of his

soul ; the exalted voice indicates the fervency of his

mind ; the elevated hand betokens the lifting up of

his atfections. The request of his lips is the same
thing with the desire of his heart. If his lips are

burning, his heart is also fervent.

Duties he considers as the means of communion
with God ; but he endeavors never to rest in tliem as

the end. Ee neither worships God with a view to

gain the applause of men by shewing his fine parts ;

—

to appease a resentful conscience by some faint com-
pliances with its impartial dictates;—to workout a
righteousness whereby he might be justified before

him ;—or, to encourage himself in the indulgence of

his lusts, because he has peace-offerings with him, or

because he has paid his vow s. But his tlesh and heart

cry out for the living God.
The influences of the divine Spirit; these are the

winds that blow upon his garden, and make the spicy

©dors of every divine grace to flow forth. These are

the gales that urge him forward in every act ot wor-

ship ; without w hose kindly aid he might ply the oar

of natural endeavors in vain. But the spirit helpeth

his infirmities with groanings that cannot be uttered.

Without his divine succors, what were he, but as the

mighty Sampson, when shorn of his sacred locks, he
became as another man ? Therefore is he tenderly

solicitous to cherish every motion of this beninga
agent : and to avoid w hatsoever course of action

might quench this heavenly fire by which his sacri-

fices are inflamed.

It is true, he may, through the workings of in-

bred corruption, and the influence of wicked spirits,

be pestered with the intrusion of vain thoughts, eveui

in his most solemn devotions. But if these hellish

birds will alight upon, andpick his sacrifices ; he will,

a« Abraham drive thejH away. And though he should
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iftot be able id acquit himself with much clearness of

thought and elegancy oi' expression ; yet he finds a
gracious acceptance with God, who uniierstands the

st:niniering tongue of his beloved children ; and is

more moved wilh their unutterable groans, than with
the accurate addresses ol" the gifted professor ; from

whom, as being destitute of divine grace, shall be ta-

ken away even that which he seemed to have. T^he

aneel of the covenant ascends in the smoke of all

his oaerings. Though he covets earnestly the best

giits, yet Godhu« shewed unto him a more excellent

way.

ON HEARING THE WORD.

ASK you, why faith should come by hearing ?-~

why it should he the ministration of the Sririt ? why
he should fall on them Ih it hear the wor I ? why saints

Bijould be comforled, and sinners converted, by ihe

foolishness of Sfre-iching ? The same gracious ap-

pointment by which the clouds of heaven drop doAvn

fatutss from above, at the return of sparing, hall; or-

daine<I that his doctrine shall drop as the rain, and his

Sieech distil as the dew. Suffice it for us to know,
ti:at rfhis onn will he2:at he us hy the ivcrd cf truth.

Be who teaches the tender babe to hanker ^fler the

mother's breast, and renders the milk more nourish-

ing v/ hen sucked 'rom that living fountain, than w^en
presented in a cup ; also instructs the infant chris-

tian to desire, as a new-horn bale, the sincere miik of

thf word, and makes him grow thereby. Let us ra-

ther attend lo the character of him who is not a for-

getful heare?', but a doer of the word.

First of all, be looks not on this divine ordinance

as n meve amusement, or as an e>; ^edient to j^ass away
a Ii-t5e time. He re* airs not to the pbsce of the holy,

merely to ^ee. and lo eern :

—

{\v\\ h\^ curios'j'v »;i.-y

be gratified with the noveity ol the matter :—that hi?
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^p.rs may \m tickled with the melody of the voice :-—

^

Ihat his passions may be touched by the elegancy of

the address :—that his mouth may lie filled with some
matter of discourse :-that an angry conscience may be

pacified ; or that an empty name may be maintained;

but that his graces may be quickened, his lusts may be

mortified, his temptations resisted, his doubts resolv-

ed, his discouragements dispelled, his understanding

may be stored with truths, his will with holy resolu-

tions, his atTections with heavenly emotions. In short,

that he may hear what God the Lord will say; and
that he may ])roress the dependence he has on him
for the knowledge of his will, and instruction in the

way of life.

For, though he is only to hear the voice of a man
©f like passions with liimselt, he considers him as the

mouth of the living God speaking unto him from hea-

Ten. Thou art going to hear, O my soul, not the

word spoken by an angel from the blessed abodes,

whose tongue is tipt with heavenly eloquence ;—not

the ^vord of a king, where^vith there is no [)ov.er com-
manding deep respect from all that hear; hut the voice
of him who is terrible to the kings of the earth, and
angels bend before him with lowly reverence. In-

stead of diminishing his res[ject to the heavenly mes-
sage, because delivered by a mortal tongue, it fires his

gratitude to the condescending Deity, who once spoke
to the Jews in the likeness of sinful flesh, when the
Word was made filesh, and dwelt among us; and now
he speaks unto us by flesh, having received gifts for

men, that his terror may not make us afraid.

How can he but be all attention, when so jrreat

is the majesty of the speaker ?—so vast the imror-
tance of the thing sf.oken ? No vain Sj^eculation ; no
idle tale; no cunningly devised fable; but truihs
which angels pry into, and wherein he is most deeply
interested

; even that word which God has magnified
above all his name.

Having, by fervent prayer, and serious m.edita-
tion, composed his ^^ aadering thoughts, allayed his

R
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passions, and hnshcd his worUlIy caie?, he recciveg.
With meekness, the iiigraflcd word. To (he hearing
of the ear, he Joins the hearing of failli. Wi^sdom en-
ters into his heart, and knowledge is [deasant unto his

soul. It' the reproofs of the word are a])plicable un(o
hiniseh*, he does not apply them to his neighbor, nor
h;ite hini that reprovelh in tlie gate. He adores that

goodness that ccaseth not to be a reprover, but that

Kiakes the vsord to be quick and powerful, sharper
ihm any tv.o-edged s'vvord, and a disecrner of the
tlionghts and inlents of the heart. Kc obeys (he

Toice, and receives correction. If the thunders of Si-

nai sound their trumpet, his belly trembles, and rot-

tenness enters in(o his bones. Knowing these terrors

of (he Lord, he is persuaded to f\y from the wrath to

come. Blessed soul! he is not otFended with (he

strictness of the [)recej)ts ; he turns not from the holy
commandment, though it should encroach upon his*

lusts, or worldly interests, and cost him a right h ind,

or a risfht eye. He esteems no cosnmandment little,

on which the authority of the great God is instrirnped ;

ordiiTiCult, when it come? t>om him who gives oower
to the saint. But chielly, he mixes faith with all

those 2:reat and precious !>romises which in Christ are

yea and amen, and b^* which he is made a partaker of

tlip divine natiire. These, he knows, it is his duty to

believe, as well as to reverence the reproofs, to obey

the precepts, or tremble at the threatenings.

What shall we say more ? W hat he hears, he

imderst-vuds; what he understands, he rememl)ers

;

what he remembers, he loves; what he loves, he i)e-

}ie>e3i and what he believes, he practises. His Hie

is t continual sermon. And not being a forgetful

he;.fpr, but a rioer of the word, he shall be blessed in

his deed.
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ON MEDITATION.

IT is tl'.e intense fixing of the thoiijrhf on some
Iieaveiiiy subject, tii! either the mint! is iriionned, or

the heart atfected. it rr.ay he compured to tlje brui--

sinjc of sv/eet g; ices, which makes them spread abrocHl

Iheir odor; or to the chewing o( our natural food,

which makes it fit for being digested into nourishment.

Happy is that soul, who, being: renewed in the

spirit of his mind, can retire into himse!!', trom the

liurry of the w'orid, and from the storm of passion, to

converse with God and Christ, and ihin8;s above, and
find that solitude is sometimes the best society ;—who,
"tvith his owii thoughts, can cheer the darkness of the

jiight, and soothe the labors of the day. While lie

is musing, the fire of holy love burns, vanity disap-

pears, and holiness advances.

Ask you the themes on which he dwells ? Nei-
ther on things that are too high for him, nor things
unprofitable and vain. Instead of weaving spiders'

webs, or hatching cockatrice eggs, like the vile per-

f>on, who will meditate villany, and his heart will pre-

vent the night-watches, to meditate on thy statutes,

O God. When he remembers thee upon his bed, and
meditates on thee in the night-watches, he will rejoice

imder the shadow of thy wings; his soul will foiloAV

liard after thee, and thy right hand v.ill sustain him.
His meditation of tliee shall be sweet, both when the
morning shines, and the evening draws her curtain
over the world. How great shall be his peace ! how-
great his safety ! an<l how uns{>eakable his joy !

Or, shall thy person, and thy mediation, O ex-
alted Redeemer ! what thou art, what thou hast, and
what thou hast done or suffered, employ his thoughts ?

When his heart shall indite a good matter concerning
Ihee, his soul shall be filled with marrow and fatness.
He shall meditate on the agonies of thy cross, and
mourn for thee whom he has pierced j the glories of
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thy present state, and rejoice in thy highaess. Thou
wilt si-iv: thy hv>]y* Srdrit to take thy own thing^, -.nA
shew thesn unto him, that he need not betake himself
to «niichristian aid?, of brinoring thy dying love to
his remembrance. Though crucifixes and pictures
shoiih! not meet his eye at every turning of the street,

yet will he naturally think of thee, the author of his
life, and centre of his happiness.

Often times he \vill take a trip into the world of
spirits, and come back all immortal. His thoughts
will ranffe in the eternal regions : contemplate the
happiness of the heavenly state, which he will com-
pare wjrh the restless agonies of unquenchable fire;

and beholding this glory of the Lord, he will acquire
a blessed meet ness for, and longing after its enjoy-
ment ;—will think but lightly of his transitory afllic-

tton ;—will be roused into a holy ardor, to be a fol-

low er of them who inherit the ])romises ;—w ill com-
miserate their mistaken smiles, who take up the tim-
brel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.

His faith will be strengthened, his hope invigorated,

and though his outv/ard man should perish, yet, for

this cause, he will not faint.

At other times he will indulge the thought of death;

—will consider his latter end ;—will familiarize unto
his thoughts the dismal solemnities of his dying bed,

and say to the grave, " it is mine house."

Shall I mention, in the next place, ho^v he will

legard the doings of the Lord, and consider the opera-

tions of his hand ; that he may know what the Most
High is calling for, in a way of duty, by every merci-

ful interjiosition of providence ; and by every frow n-

ing dispensation ; and that, like a man of wisdom, he
may hear his voice, and see his name.

But we must not at all forget, how he communes
with his heart, how his spirit makes diligent search,

how he considers himself, lest he be tempted; and
what is that sin which easily besets him. For thus

he regards the avenues of tern; tation, because he

knows what is the plague of his heart.—What shaH
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we say more of him ? In the divine law, " he medi-

tates day and night ; and shall be like a tree planted

b}^ the river of water, that bringeth forth fruit in his

se;ison. His leaf also shall not wither^ and whatsoe-

ver he doth shall prosper."

ON SINKING OF PRAISE.

WHERE can grave, sweet melody be applied,

wilh such proprietj^, as to the sacred subjects of reli-

gion ? By this, devotion is invigorated, joy is heigh-

tened into rapture, divine truths are better impressed

upon the heart, and fixed in the memory. Distem-

pered passions are allayed, and heavenly affections are

inspired. Even as the hand of the Lord was upon the

pro|jhet, when he called for a minstrel, and the evil

spirit dej)arted from the king of Israel, while David
touched, with his skilful hand, the sweet resounding

harp. From tlie most remote ages, and from the most
remote places of the world, have we lieartl songs, eveu
glorj' to the righteous.

To this heavenly mirth the christian is inspired,

not by the fumes of wine, wherein is excess ; but be-

ing fdled with the Spirit, he speaks to himself in

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs ; singing and ma-
king melody in his heart unto thee. He makes the
voice of his praise to be heard, not only in the public

assembly, but in his private dwelling.

Though there are peculiar seasons of this dutyj,

when it is more remarkably incumbent ; jet he sees
abundant reason to bless the Lord at all times, and to

have his praise continually flov»'ing from his lips.—
Even in the night of his tlistress, oft times he has a
song, when all joy would seem to be darkened, when
his iiarp would seem to be turned into mourning, and
Iiis organ into the voice of them that weep. Thus
Paul, with Silas, sung at the dead hour of miffnight,

though their l^acks were colored with iffnoiniuious?

^CQiirges, and their feet made fast in the stock?-

R 2
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Though he despises not the melody of the voice,
yet, by itseh alone, he accounts it no more but bodily
exercise, that pronts little. Thereiore, he uses it only
in a subserviency to his devotion; and rests not in it

as liis ultimate end. What he chiefly attends unto,
is, that he may sing praises with understanding, and
with grace.

His praising is his reason.ible service. Ami
though the sul/Ject sung shou^li not exactly suit his

own case : though it should be—some dreadful im[)re-

cation, uttered by the s )irit of pro])hecy;—some high
attainment, to which he is not arrived;—some dee{>

distress, which himself is unacquainted with :—yet,

by pjaculatory pravers, and serious meditation, lie can.

digest even these seemingly foreign sui jects into the
nourishment of his soul, and sing of them to the praise

and giory of God.
As far as in him lies, he wants to have these af-

fections set a v\^orking, and these graces educed into

exercise, tiiat are naturally required by the theme of

which he sings : be they holy joy, fervent love, bura-

ins: gratitude, reverential fear, or godly sorrow.—But
chielly the grace of faith must never fail to be acted,

in this as in other parts of worship. Christ is the

chief musician, to whom his songs are inscribed.—

^

Christ is his altar, by which he oiiers up his sacrifice

of praise continually.
' And here can I forget to celebrate the fulness

and variety of that little bii/te, composed by the He-
brew king and i^rO'ihet ? What attril.ate of God does

he not describ/C in lofty numbers ? "What work suffers

lie to pass uncelebrated or unsung ? What moral du-

ty, what cb.ristian grace, is not here recommended ?

What possible case is not here painted ? To what
distemper of the soul may we not find here a sovereign

remedy ? Here the secure may find what is proj;er

for their awakening, the disconsobite for reviviJig, the

doiibiing for directing, the feeble for spporting, to

make them be as David.
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Wliat mortal pen can equal the sublimity of his

thoughts, the liveliness of his metaphors, the majesty
of his descriptions ? Which of his psalms may not say,
" I am fearfully and wonderfully made ?"—When he
dis (hys the glory of the God of Israel, thousands of
mighty angels stand before him ;

" God is in the midst
©f them, as in mount Sinai." Now he fiies oa the

Vrings of the wind, and rides on flaming cherubim.-—
His lightnings lighten the world. The earth tremhles

at his approach. The mountains melt as the snow
that covers them. The foundations of the world are

discovered. The floods drive back their tides. The
mountains skip like rams.

Now he sets him oa a throne, of which justice

and judgment are the foundation : and mercy accom-
panied with truth, go before his face. Now he de-

scribes the fierceness of his anger ; and rains down
snares, fire, brimstone, and an horrible tempest. Dar-
ting his eye through distant ages, he brings down the

Son of God to dw ell in clay ; a body is prepared him.
The Jews are filled with ra£:e against the Lord's
anointed. He hears his melancholy groans. Sees hl&

heart melting like wax in the midst of his bowels.

—

But he leaves not his soul in hell. IMcssias lives,

ascends on high, and leads captivity captive. Fe-
joice, 3^e worlds of blessedness. Be lifted up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come
in.

ON PRAYER.

LET prayei*, the most honorable, the most
pleasurable, and the most beneficial of all exercises,

be next our theme. In this we converse with the

eternal mind, an<l contract a blessed Camiliarity v. ith

that all-gloricus l?eing, whose favor is belter than life,

whose frown is worse than death. By this we taste

iagre exquisite delights, than ail the pleasures of sin
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can boast, than all the vanities of the ^^rld can be^

stow. By this every mercy is sanctiiied, every afflic-

tion is alleviated, every holy disposition is invigora-

ted, every corrupt affection is weakened, and every
temptation is resisted.

Now, prayer, in the most general and abstracted

notion of that word, may be described : The s;teech

of the rational creature unto God, whether conceived
in the heart, or uttered by the mouth ; whereby we
cither celebrate his amiable perfections, confess our

own defects, implore his divine power for the mercies
we want, or thank him for the blessings we have re-

ceived.

But let us more particularly attend unto his cha-

racter, of whom it may be said, behold he prayHh. And,
first of all, detesting their abominable idolatries, who
direct their religious addresses, either to these imagi-

nary beings that never, perhaps, did so much as exist ;

or those beings which indeed have a real existence,

but no divinity, seeing they are all the creatures of

God, and many of them the Avorks of men's hands.

—

God and God alone, is the object of his adoration ;

who only can hear, who onl}^ can judge, who only-

can answer the prayers that are made ; for his knowl-

edge is infallible, for his equity is inflexible, for his

power is irresistible. " O thou that bearest prayer,

unto th€e shnll all fiesh come." Nor shall any rotten

distinction, devised by the antichristian church, ever

induce me to entert lin a favorable thought of that

pal table violation of the law, who hast expressly com-
manded in thy word, " thou shalt worship tjie Lord
thy God, and him only shalt th.ou fear."

But how shall he, whose character is a miserable

.sinner, dare to a proach that tremendous Majesty, in

whose presence the foolish shall not stand, who hears

not sinners, who abhors the workers of iniquity?

The fuedip-tion of lesus Christ is the sole, is the hap-

py solution of this knot. To his* care he directs all

his • etitions, His nnme be mentions in faith and in

righteousness ; and finds a gracious acceptance. If.
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as We are iiiformecl in historj^ the kini^ Adnietus was
recoficiled to Themistocles, when the latter taking
the young prince in his arms, presentefl him to the
father ; shall not much more a gracious God shew fa-

vor, complacency, and love unto sinners, w ho, though
unworthy in themselves, yet bring the dearly beloved
Son of God in the arms of their faith, saying, "See,
O God, our shield, and look upon the lace of thine
anointed !" By him the humble supplicant, draws
near to God, of whom it is said, " this is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased."

As in the sacred story the angel of Manoah as-

cended in the smoke of his offering; so Christ as-

cends in the incense of all his prayers, and brings

them near the throne of his heavenly Father. By
him he has access with confidence. Tov/ards him he
bends his eye in all his supplications ; even as the
ancient Jew^s never dJd pray, but Avith their faces to-

wards the holy temiMe at Jerusalem, though alf'the

greatest distance from them.
The word of God is the only rule by which he

regulates his devotions, both as to the time, the i)lace,

the matter, the manner. By this he is taught, that as
no time is unfit, so no place is im!>roper for this honora-
ble duty. Though there are stated times of public
and private devotion, which he cheerfully observes ;

and though it is the joy of his soul to join with his fel-

low-worshippers in places that are appointed for the
assembling of the church

;
yet he can never think

that prayers Avhich are made in canonical hours or

consecrated places, are of greater efficacy on that ac-

count. The labors of the day he begins wtth |:rayer,

he mixes with prayer, he finishes with prayer.—Be is

more anxious to get a praying heart, than to find a
place; for he remembers how Jeremiah could pr<iy in

the dungeon, Daniel in the den of lions, Jonah in the
belly of the fish, Hezekiah uj>on his bed, NehemirJi ia
the king's presence, Peter on the house top, Paul oa
the shore, and Christ in the garden.—Ke considers
that Christ is an omnipresent temple ; ajid therefore

lifts up holy hands in every place.
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By the same iinernng; rule he is directed to have
a special c^ire, that the matter of his addresses t»e

agi'eeable to the divine nature and will. The hotlily

geariire he uses, is iroiii irreverence on the one hand,

and from sujierstition on the other. Bowing, kneeling,

bodily prostration, elevation of the hands and eyes,

uncovering of the head, are tlie outv.-ard expressions

of his inward reverence. But ludicrous and antic

ceremonies, jiharisaical disguisings of the face," he
avoids as tending to beget a contempt of religion in

the mindg oi Sj}ectators, instead of imprinting a reve-

rence. The words of his moutii are neither too lo'.v

and familiar on the one haiid, nor too iiigli and alTeci-

ing on the other : far less are they unintelligible, and
projiounced ' in an unknown tongue. " For, as the

priests OiTercd incense when the lamps were lighted
;

so, when he prays in the spirit, he {)rays w^ith the un-

derstanding also. The words which the Holj^ Ghost
teaclies, he prefers above all others. He uses not

vain repetitions, as though much speaking were the

thing that recommends him to the Almighty. A mul-

titude of w^ords, he knows very well, is not that im-

portunitj' v/hich avaikth much in the fervent prayer

of the righteous. For, though tlie gesture of the body
should be ever so decent, and the words of the mouth
ever so well chosen, he knows very well, that still one
thing is lacking, and indeed the principal thing, the

dis;-osition of the heart, which if it is not right with

God, the most lowly gestures, and the most elegant

expressions, are but smoke in his nostrils, and a fire

that biirneth all the dav.

ON MOURNING OR FASTING.

LAUGH, ye profane, and prove your misery by
your smiles. What though games and revelry should

snatch your hours a way, and your whole life should

i^eem but one coatinued festivity ? Miserable cr^a-
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tiires ! while you dance on the brink of a tremendous
preei.'ice, in a moment jou descend into the grave ;

and drop into that {)lace, where all joy is darkened,
and horrors reign in ever?asting triiJinph. Commend
me to that awful joy that dwells \dth him that is poor
and Oi' a contrite spirit.

A person of this holy temper is not a stranger to

natural cheerfulness; far less to spiritual joy. But
he endeavors to repress that vain and frothy mirth,

which, instead of doing good as a medicine, will eat

as doth a c;inker. He waters with his tears even the
pardon of his sins, and cannot think on the tran«G;re«!-

sions of his past life, without real emoUooo oi grief.

—

For, though they will never euffj^ct him to condemna-
tion from God, for this very reason he condemns him-

seli' the more He is often henrd, like Ephraim, be-

moaning himself, and mourning like a dove in the

valley, for the sad prevalence of the body of sin and
death. ^

He can drop a generous tear for the miseries of

his fellow-creatures, and remembers them that are in

bonds as bound with them. He cannot but be grieved
with transgressors; cannot but be vexed with the fil-

thy conversation of the wicked ; cannot but sigh and
cry for all the abominations (hat are committed in the

land of his nativity. He satisfies not himself with
open censures of public evils, wJiich may proceed
from nride and malice; but weeps for them, like .Jere-

miah, in a secret place; and thus he proves his real

charity ; his sincere regard to the divine honor ; and
disinterested benevolence to men. IVIoreover that he
delivers his own soul from the guilt of those sins for

which he mourns.—H" the church of God is involved in

great distress ; if she is under persecution; or, what is

iniinitely worse, if the bulk of her sons and daughters

are laboring under a lamentable decay as to the !>ow-

er of godliness ; if her pastors are brutish, if her ordi-

nances arc l)arren ; if her doctrine is corrupted ; if

her disci line is j-erverted; if her government is neg-

lected ; if her unity is broken ; then is he sorrowful
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for the solemn assemblj^ ; he weeps when lie remem-
bers Zioa ; like Nehemlali, uho was the king's cu|>-

bearer; and like you, ye captives of Babylon, when
ye handed your harps upon the willows.

He Coliows for his j)attern the great apostle of

the Gentiles, who seivrd the Lord with many tears,
|

warning every man ; who had continual sorrow in hia

heart for his brethren according to thellesh ; and could

not without weeping, so much as mention the enemies
of the cross of Christ. But chiefly he looks on him
whom he has pierced, and mourns for thee, O sulfering

Re-lpemer ! Surcl^/ thou hast borne our ,s:riefs, and \

€arrird our cnrrows. We have often heard of thy
tears, but never of thy laughter.

O greatly wise, whose heart is in the house of
mourning! strangers indeed they are to loud and jo-

vinl mirth, and to the drunkard's noisy song; but not
unto the smile at heart, and calm sunshine of the
mind. For them Christ is anointed to preach glad ti-

dings ; to give them the oil of joy (or mourning, and
the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness.

With them the holy One will deign to dwell, before

all palaces and temples. Even now he keeps a bottle

for their tears, and is mindful of them, as they were
written in a book. A time a))proaches, when, with
his own kindly hand, he will wipe them forever from
their eyes ; and they who have gone forth weeping,
be .ring precious seed, shall bring back their sheaves

with rejoicing.

0« the sacrament of the supper.

IT was in that fatal night, when the accursed

traitor had resolved, with calm, deliberate malice, up-

on the most unworthy terms, to betray his Lord and
Master into the hands of sinners. Ah ! cursed lust

of gold, to what enormous crimes dost thou push on
the human race heart impenetrably hard, which
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^as not softened by all the endearing epeeclie^ and
deportment of the meek and dying SHvior !—The ru-

lers of the Jews were met in close caba! ; and thir.sl-

ing for the blood of the innocent Lamb of Gcd, who
takes away the r'm of the woHd ; they concerted

measures for api)rehending him, like a notorious dis-

turber 01 the peace, and troublesome pest of society.

Their dark designs were not unknown to the wise

Redeemer, whose penetrating eye beheld theiii through

the deepest shades. Full well he knew the success

their enterprise was met with, according to the plaa

laid down in the eternal council of the skies. He w<^s

TiOt unapprised of the inglorious and agonizing death

which was immediately before hi.ii ; nor av ith the still

more dismal conflict with angry Omnipotence.
Gethsemane can tell how he, the heavenly vine, was
squeezed in tlie VNine-prcss of the wrath of God, till

Trora his opened pores, even in the oo!d night, and on
the cool ground, there issued forth great drops of

bloody sweat.—Under all these direful apprehensions,

he enjoyed a calm serenity of mind, and niixed fami-

liar discourse with his dL^ciples at the last passover-

sapper. If tlie last words, and dying actions of our

friends, claim our peculiar regard ; the last concluding

scene of our Redeemer's life is ten thousand times

more worthy osir attention. It was in these precious*

moments, he, as the king of Israel, instituted the com-
memmorating ordinance of the supper.—No more, ye
true Israel of God, shall ye practise the bloody rites,

^vhich I commanded Moses, in memory of your deli-

lerance from the bondage of Pharaoh. Now, that my
blood is as good as shed ; and I, who am the true pass-

over-lamb, on the brink of being sacrificed for you ;

be it enacted, that, in all succeeding generations, the

Bimple elements of bread and wine be my only memor
rials.

Had this ordinance been of a triSing nature, a
matter of indifferency, and but short of duration, who
can persuade tliemselves, that a person of such con-

sucmiate wisdom, would have employed those valu'd'-

s
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Me hour?, in giving any injmiclions al^oiit it to the
^'ejected a|>oitles ? The holy evangelists record it

;

and the chosen vessel to hear God's name unto the
Gentiles, adds his ctnirirmation ;

'• for 1 have recei-

Tedy'^ gays he, " from the Lord, th?.t which I also de-

livered unto yon, that in the same n^ght wlierein he
v.as betrayed, he appointed this expressive ordinance
to be {.erpetunted in the church."

Lo ! he takes the bread, which was before him
on the table; bread, which is the stalTof life ; bread,

ivhich slrengtheneth the heart. He blessed it ; not
for a natural use, 'ds ordinary bread is sanctified by
prayer for common }-urposes ; but he blessed it for

extraordinary i{urr:oses, and eujjernatural ends. As
man, he craved ; as God, he bestowed the blessing.

—

tie breaks it ; he gives it into the hands of the apos-

tles. Take v.ith your fingers, eat w iih your mouths,
lie says, this consecrated bread. For this, and not
the roasted lleshofthe passover-lamb, is, by my own
c'lppointment, the sign and symbol of mj^ body, broken
bythe stroke of justice in your law, room, and place.
•—Su[;;.er liciiig ended, and the Avine poured out to

his hand, he talies the cup, he blesses it, he gives it

io Lis disciples. The wine which is contained in

this cup of bless'ng which I give youy is an emblem
of my blood; bj- which, not the Old, but the New
Testament, is confirmed ; of my blood, w hich is noAV

about to be shed ; not in tyriical sacrifices, but in my
real crucifixion. Shed, not for tl.e remission of cere-

jmonini guilt unto a few Israelites; but for the remis-

sion of the numerous sins against the moral law, both

unto Jews and Gentiles.

Ye that are the lovers of Christ in sincerity, re-

verence his dying command, \vho said, do this iu rc-

r^icunbrancc of me. Had he left us in charge to d.o

some great thing, to practise some burdensome rite,

to observe some unintelligible ceremony, whose mea-

ning was not easy to take up ; we ought to have been
•rdl submission. Kow much more, when he only bids

eat the consecrated bread, and drink I he consecrated

gut); as ame-noViai ofhiiii ti> all geaeiulic-ns.
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^vho eat bread in the kingdom of God, and are vvoithy

partakers in this mysterious least. Here Christ is

clearly crucified before you ; and you taste that the

Lord is gracious. Let the deluded follo'.yers of tho

Antichrist of Rome, fall down to their breaden deity,

and fondly dream of swallowing the real ilesh of the

Redeemer ; ye have not so learned Christ ; for yo

know,' that the flesh proF.teth nothing. Monstrou:^

absurdity t iinjirofltabie and senseless vaaity ! the be-

lief whereof none can profess, who reiiounces not all

his sense, and bids not adieu to reason, witlioiit bciiig'

guilty of the grossest hypocrisy. Or if any can be-

lieve for true such a glaring lie, let us tremble at the

strong delusion.

No wonder the adversary, who sits in the temple

of God, and exalts himself ai]ove all that is called by
that tremendoys name, should fearfully disfigure this

holy institution, by hia cursed abominations. No wofi-

der, that, in numerous instances, they are guiliy Oi"

s:iCi'ilegiou3 mangling; and, ia luurierous instances,

of presumptuous and horrible adding to this important
ordinance of the stippei*- For here, as in a medal,
there are engraven ia miniature the characters of <!}

-

ing love ; and i:i the consciencious discharge of thir!

commanded duty, the soul is satisfied as with tnarroVv~

and fatness.

Full oft the true christian can tell, hou% in this

holy siipf^^r, ids diseases are cured, his desires are sa-

tisficil, and his discouragements converted into exul-

tations ; whilst he feeds, not on bare and empty syn>
bols, obvious to tlie corporeal touch ; but on the iiid-

den manna, signified by external elements, and obvi-

ous to faith alone. What wonder, his body and his

blood afford such heart-felt salisfaciion to the believer

in the sricrament ; when even the heart of God wris

iuliniteiy deliglited therewith, while osi the cross he
of-ereil Idmself through the eternal Spirit ! This is

the true bread, with which the angels' food may not
compare. This the true wiae which rejoiceth the
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he^A't of man ; and even makes ^lad the beart 6f Gotl.

When biooniing in spiritual health, this makes you
grow ; or if you languish under vvoful decays, this will
rcBlore yonr souls again. At this banquet of wine,
the king will give commandment, to put to death the
wicked Ilaman of this and that corruption. Yea,
*' what is th3^ petition ?" will he say, " and what ig

thy request ? it shall be granted unto the whole of the
kingdom."

Blessed be that bleeding lore, that instituted

these holy rites, for the remembrance of itself. But
cursed be that impious superstition, which, not con~
tent with the plainness and simplicity of the oiiginal

commandment, goes about to refine the ordinance, and
trick it up in robes of human ceremonies. Glory to
God, for that happy providence which ordered our lot

in these reformed lands ; where we have open access
to worship God, in his ov^ n comely order. The mass

;

an unmeaning word, an uascriptural name, worthy to

jbe used for such an antiscriptural abomination ; the
mass is now banished from our high favored island,

with all its magical rites, and base idolatries. Blessed
be God for his mercy !

Vain man would be wise, though born a fool,

evca like the colt of the wikl ass. In no instance

have the thihlren of men bewrayed their ignorance
and folly more than this, attempting to im];rove and
amend the ordinances of heaven, wi^h their own puny
Inventions. The plainness of the elements, and the

iwmplicity of the actions, have given them oHence
;

tind therefore they will deck the simple ordinances

with gaudy pompous rites. Why are they not oifend-

cd alsoat.lhe inglorious cross ? why not disclaim the

lowly Savior also; who made no splendid a])pearance

in the days of his flesh, but wore the humble garb ot

poverty ? As tlie carnal Jews would not receive a

mean despised Savior, but wanted a JMessias that

fcihoukl be distinguished with worldly grandeur ; so

carnal christians will have carnal ordinances, and a

worldly sanctuary, or they can see no glory in them.
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3ut those who are eiidued with the spirit of wisdom

ami ilUimination, behold a glory in the naked ordinance,

which they search for in vain in all the solemn fop-

peries of man's invention. It was not the privilege

of every one who conversed v.ith the incarnate Redee-

liier to behold his glory, as the glory of the only be-

gotten of the Father. Ncr can every one discern, in

the sacramental symbols, the body of the Lord.
" Verily thou art a God that'hidest thyself, O God of

;Israel the Savior." It is only they, the desire of

•whose sonl is towards thee, and towards the remem-
brance of thy name, Avho shall see thy power and thy

glory in the same sanctuary.

On the divine institution of the sabbath-day.

NOW had six days finished their rounds ; the

heavens, anif the earth, and all their host, had under-

went the last retouches of their Creator's hand. He,
from his high and holy place, reviev/ing, with delight,

liis recent works as yet unstained by sin, pronounced
them all very good. " And he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made. And God
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; because
that in it he rested from all his work which he
had created and made." How he blessed it ? how he
sanctified it ? To be sure the sabbath was made for

man, as the Lord of the sabbath tells us. He blessed

it ; he sanctified it ; because he ordained, that every
seventh day should be employed, by his newly-formed
creature, in holy exercises, AVas it not then, that the

morning stars did sing together, and all the angel-sons

of God shouted for joy ?

But soon, ah ! soon was the harmony internipted-

Man, being in honor, did not abide. Full soon the

foul impostor found mean« to involve, in his apostacy,.

our wretched race. Here if mercy had not interposed^

the sabbath would have been for ever at aa end. For
s Z
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he, wimse justice is inflexibly sevcrCy would nere/
Iiave coiiseoted to accept of any leiigious homagc
Irom his failea rebeslious creature. But havini? froro

eternity proposed to restore us again to his love, favor-^

and image, by the mediation of his Son Jesus Christ ;

lie comes, and preaches peace to our trembling first

parents.

Who can suspect, tkat the sabbath should be now
superceded uiilo him ? that such a holy institution

should be discontinued ; and its observance neglected
by Adarn and his believing seed ? Surely this law
was not first given by Moses ? Is it not evident, that

great lawgiver s; eaks of it as a thing in use before the

giving of the law? The glorious Jehovah had not

yet uttered all these Avords from amidst the thunders
of Siniii

;
yet even then the manna was miraculously

restrained on the seventh day, and w hat they gathered
the day before, miraculously preserved from putrefac-

tion. " And it came to pass, that there went out

some of (he i)eoi)le on the seventh day to gather, and
they found none. And tlie Lord said unto Closes,

how long refuse ye to keep my commandments, and
iny laws ? see for that the Lord hath given you the

sa!)bath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the

bread of two days. Abide ye evei-y man in hig

place."

To what original shall we trace up the custon?,

which universally obtained among all nations, the Re-
man and Greek? Can any natural reason be assigned

for it, like what may be assigned for the division of

lime into months and years ? Can we reasonably

suppose they would copy it from the desrjised nation

of Jews ? Is it not more than jjrobable, that it was an
ancient tradition, crnveyed from the first man, and
preserved among his apostate race, when its true de*

sign wns forgotten?

May Ave not then more thnn presume, that the or-

dinance of the sabbath nas an eminent part of the re-

ligion even of the nalriarchal age? and that it Avas on

this day a very ancient sacred writer informs us, the
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sons of God came for to present ihemselrea befote'

him ?

But now God plants his sanctuary among the pe-

culiar people of the Jews. How great a part this was
of their national religion, is witnessed both in their

law, their prophets, and in the history of their cliurch.

Let*\i3 descend to the days of the Messiah ; who
indeed has abolished the ceremonial law, but has not

made the ordinance of the weekly sabbath to cease.

Why did you reproarh him, O malicious Pharisees, as

though he had been a sabbath breaker, who indeed

was Lord of the sabbath day ? On the sabbath day
he honored the synagogue worship with his presence :

and speaks of it as an ordinance which he was to per-

petuate in his church after his resurrection :
" Pray,

(says he, to his disciples.) that your flight be not in the

"Winter, nor on the sabbath day."

It is true, indeed, we that are christians, do not

observe unto the Lord the seventh, but the first day oQ

the week ; but we observe one day in seven, which is

the substance of the commandment. If the Lord of

the sabbath shall establish this alteration by his au-

thorii}^ who can reasonably find fault ?

If the day which he rose from the dead be the

day which is called the Lard's ; if on the first da}^ of

the week the primitive christians, even in apostolic

times, did assejUble for religious purproses, did hear the

word, did celebrate the supper, did lay by them in

store, as God had prospered them; shall \^e not con-

clude, that it is the will of God, that now ilie seventh
day shall give place unto the first ?—Hereby is inti-

mated to you, christians, that ye are not first to

work, and then to rest, as under the ancient covenant
of works; but thai, in the order of the new covenant,

your privilege precedes your duty, and your labor fol-

lows at'ter your rest.

O thnn queen of days, glial! we not count t[<ee

our delight, arid thou holy of the Lord honorable ?—

-

Ee shut our heart to vain thoughts. Let no idle dis-

ctJHi'ge fiow frc:jj oiir tongiic. Let us not only re^t
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from servile labor, but chiefly from all our sinfiit, ami
IVom all illegal works. Then shall this earthly rest

-he but a sweet prelude of that eternal sabbath they
are uow cele!>rating, who died in the Lord^ and their

works did follow them.

On the benefit of crdinances,

'^ A DAY in thy courts," says David, " is better

Ihan a thousand : I had rather be a door-keei>er in the

house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wick-
edness." Psal. Ixxxiv, 10.

Never did any words proceed out of the mouth of

the sweet singer of Israel, in which more of that noble
character, the man after God's own heart, apj.eared.

In this beautiful ode, where piety strives with ele-

gance, the royal psalmist extols the happiness of those

who have it in their jjov/er to attend upon the divine

ordinances, the whole psalm being an illustration of

that rapturous introductory exclamation, " how amia-
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord God of hosts ?" He
not only pronounces them truly blessed, who perpetu-

ally resided in God's tal>ernac!e, but also them who
travelled thither, from the most distant parts of Judea,
three times in the year ; though the -weather w as rai-

ny, and the journey was teclious. By a strong poeti-

cal flig-ht, he seeins to envy the little birds that nest-

ed near the altars of his King and God, from which
himself was now debarred.

The subject of which he speaks in this text, is

the courts and house of his God. By which we are

to understand, the tabernacle, or that magnificent tent

which Moses^ reared up in the wilderness, ami which,

at this time, was the royal palace oi the mighty king.

Concerning this tabernacle, he affirms two very
remarkable things.

" A day in thy courts is better than a thousand.**

A diviae sent^uce indeed I The celebrated Romaxt
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6rator, loag after, hit upon a thought that bears some
small resemblance to this :

" One day, O philosophy,

Bpent in obeying thy precepts, is to be far preferred to

a sinning immortality." Here that saying is brought

to pass, " one shall chase a thousand." A da}' in thy
co'irts, that is spent in the exercises of devotion, and
abstracted from the cares of the world, is not only
equal to two days, or ten days, or twenty days, in any
Other place, but better than a thousand days ; or, if

rou will, a thousand years ;
yea, a thousand ages.

—

And, though the happy person who enjoys but one
day of communion w ith God were to resign his breath

that very evening, and never more behold the outgo-

ings otVhe morning, he need not retract his assertion

as too bold and daring, when he considers, that a day
in the courts below, of fellowship with God, is a sure

earnest of everlasting days in the couris above.
" I had rather be a door-keeper in the house oZ

^y God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness." Let
us here observe how the psalmigt, not content with
approving the things that are excellent, in a specuhi-

tive manner, makes a particular and I'.ractical choice

of them for himself. The contrast between the house
of God and the tents of wickedness, and betwixt be-

ing a door-keeper in the one and an indweller in the

OthiCr, is abundantly striking. At this time the house
of God was but a teat. He speaks as it were a palace.

The houses of the wicked were, perhaps, sumptuous
and magnificent palaces ; he styles them but the tents

of* wickedness. Here it is natural to think how the

divine presence can aggrandize a tent into a palace :

but if God be absent from a palace; if the voice of ri-

iDt instead of prayer and praise, is heard in it ; if it is

inhabited by doleful creatures, as all wicked men ^re;,

it is more despicable in the eye of God than the caost

rsirged cottage caa be in the eye of meu?
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On the ixceilency nf chrmianify.

LET this man glory in his illustrious ances(ortf;

ami think himself entitled to the honor and esteem of

others, because descended of the worthy and renowiv
ed; yet, if" he does not at all inherit their sUj>posed

viitues, the nobility of his i.'irth is the stain of his re-

putation, and the sounding titles wherewith he mry
be addressed, are in reaUty no better than a satire upon
bi3 nianjiers. As it will not add any thing to the va-

lue of lead or tin, these yu!2;^.r metals, that they are

extracted from the precious silver ore ; so neither will

an high extraction impart a value to the worthless and
vulgar character.

Let another bless himself in a fancied superiority

to others, because he enjoys the favor of the great,

dwells in a tine house, heaps up silver as the dust»

maintains a numerous retinue of servants, and loads

his table with She most delicious food ; I never can
think his character ennobled by all this jiomp and
vreallh. He enjoys the favor of the great, hut not thy
loving kindness, O God, v^'hich is better than lile.

—

He d'.reJIs under a magniiicent roof, but he makes not

Hie Most High his ha 'itation. Tell me not of his

Leaps of s'tlrer and gold, for he is not rich in good
works; nor of his numerous servants, for himself is a

slave to vile aaections. He loads his tai)le with luxu-

rious food, but his soul feedelh on ashes, and hiisks

that swine do eat.

Nor has he a whit belter title to fame and solid

glory, who enjoys what is commonly styled pofulari-

fi>) and lives upon the tongues of miiUitudes. Alas!
how far are they from lieing co-npeteut judges of whvit

is fru!y great and laudable ! Vv'^hat wise man values

hi:nseif on the commendatiou of fools?—But some-
times they m \y be in the right. Be it so. Yet still

how scinty the limits, ho'.v short the duration, in

whjvli the iame of the wosfe renowaeJ mu^t aecesd^iri-
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ly be confiried ! How many places, eveti in this our

globe, where the name of the most celebrated man on
earth has not been so nuich as heard of! How many
lieroes of antiquity, that kept the woi-ld awake with
noise and lustre, whose names and actions are forgot,

as though they had not been! Where now are the

mighty troublers of mankind ? O death, what con-

tempt dost thou pour on princes ! As clouds are dri-

ven by the norlheru biast; as snow is melted by the

sun ; and as stubble is consumed bei"ore the fire ; so

vanislies ail glory and renown at thy approach. Seest

thou (hat re()Ository of the dead, where the dust of the

vassil and his lord are blended together in gross fanii-

liarity ! Here all precedency is a jest. In vain is the

cori>se of the right honorable deposited in marble, or

enclosed in silver. Alas ! the worms are not afraid to

riot on his fiesh, who wore imi'erial purple. They
keep no awful distance from majesty itself.

Miserable they ! v.ho were not careful to dislin-

guish themselves from the common herd of m-nikind,

but by these distinctions that are abolished in (he

i^rave, and that are of no avail in (he awful judgment.
Vv'ith what blank faces will they look, v,ho have no
other recommendations but their illustrious pedigree,

their aiiuudant wealth, and their popular renown^
when the son of the carpenter, whose life was lowly,

nnd his death ignominious, shall sist (hem before his

tribunal ? V/hen ever}' mask shall be pulled olf, and
every man apj;ear i« that character which really be-

lon2;s to him ? when (lieir eternal state shall be ad-

justed, not according to what they seemed in (heir

own or others eyes, but according to what they were
in (he eye of God, tlie most unquestionable judge of

r.ii their actions ?

Cease then, O my soul ! to admire, or to envy
•the glory of the world. Nor judge them truly honora-

ble, V, hose souls are not truly great, and whose glory

V'iil not descend after them into the grave. If a horse

is not judge:! of by the gaudiness of his trappiro-g, a

statute by the grandeur of its pedestal ,* why should
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we jiKlp:e of men by Iheir outward appignctages, whicli

mnj be slript oif in this present life, and must of ne-

eessily be in the life to come ?

Christianity, it is thine alone to lift the poor from

the dunghill, and the needy out of the dust, antl set

them among princes ! In thy light we cieerly see how
these that are esteemed the offscourings of all things^

may, notwithstanding, be the excellent of the earth.

He—he is truly honorable, whom the Almighty, from

the heavens, beholds despising in his heart those

things which are reckoned great among men ,* and ar-

dently aspiring at those sublime distinctions that are

worthy of his rational and immortal nature. He pays

indeed a due regard to his good nan)e ; and would not

willingly so much as incur the suspicion of being guil-

ty of Avhat is unworthy of him. If a fair reputation

may be acquired and maintained by a patient continu-

ance in well doing, he does not at all despise it, but

esteems it more than riches: for a good re|)ort maketh

the bones fat, and enables the man that is possessed

Gf it to be more extensively useful, in promoting the

good of his fellow-creatures, and the glory of the Crea-

.tor. But even when he does good, it is not the ap-

plause of Fuenhe princij)ally courts; but by honor and
dishonor ; by evil report and good rej)ort ; he approves

himself unto the conscience of every man. If he

gains their commendations, he does not greatly re-

joice; if he incurs their censure, he is not greatly sor-

rowful. Sometimes he takes pleasure in reproaches

;

and rejoices that he is counted wortli}' to suffer shame

for his name's sake.

What though he should live in the vale of life ?

though he be not pointed at as he goes along ? though

he hear not the acclamations of the peo[de ? His

praise is not of men, but of God ; who knows his way;

who points him forth to angels, as the object of their

regard; while they, with true applause, recount his

praises.

What though he boast not of the honors of ftis

race, when the royal blood of heaven flows in Ms
reins, because he is born from above ?
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What though he be not a favorite of the prince;

when, like a prince, he has power with God?—Tho*
he possess not a great quantity of wealth ; v. hen (he

unsearchable riches of Christ are all his own ?—Tho'
his steps be not attended, by a numerous train of ser-

vants; when even the blessed angels are ministering

spirits unto him, and keep him in all his v/ays ?—Tlio*

he have no better mansion than a cobwebbed cottage,

"when the King of glory deigns to come under his low-

ly roof, and even to dwell with him ?—Though his

clothes be not besmeared with gold, when he puts on
righteousness as a garment ? Though he live on
homely food, and drink not generous wine in gold and
silver vessels, when the flesh and blood of the Son of

God is his daily provision.—And though his memory
should die away in the city where he lived, yet his

memorial in heaven is everlasting.

Go then, O immortal soul ! seek this honor that

comes from God only, which is no phantom that will

mock thy grasp ; no bubble that will break at thy

touch ; no shadow that will fly from him that pursues

after ; but a blessed reality that will crown thy wishes.

This passion needs not fill thy cheeks with blushing;

for it is adequate to thy rational nature. O glorious

honort which Cresar cannot confer; which money
cannot procure. The praises of men cannot bestow;
the reproaches of men cannot take it away. The
Lord of hosts hath purposed to stain the pride of all

other glory ; but this honor shall never be laid in duet.

O71 the high privilege of adoptimt,

" BEHOLD what manner of love the Father

hath bestowed on us, that we should be called the sons

of God !" This was an exclamation worthy of thee,

O beloved apostle, whose favorite topic is love ; in-

spire us with these admiring thoughts, O divine Spirit I

enkindie in oar hearts that holy flame which the apoe-

T
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<Je {'eH, who declares unto us the things which he saw
anil heard, ihat we m^j certainly know it is not mere-
ly a rhetorical tlourish, but a most weighty truth, and
a most blessed reality.

For, O ye children of this world, who glory in
the nobility of your birth, and trace your pedigree from
ancient kinp::s! and ye that said, Ave have Abraham
for our father ! what title can j'on show to such an ex-
alietl honor, to such a glorious }3rerogative, as to be
ealled the sons of God ? This honor have all his

saints, being born from above, and adopted into the
ftimily of heaven. To the adoption of children they
were predestinated before the day-spring knew his

place, according to the good pleasure of his will.

—

And when the fulness of time was come, God sent
forth bis Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

th:!t they might receive the adoption of sons. By
fdith in Christ Jesus they all partake of this high pri-

vilege, and in some happy moments they are pleasing-

ly conscious of this distinguished felicity, while the

Spirit of the Son, sent forth into their hearts, bears

witness with their S:>irit3 that they are the children of

God, and enables them to cry, Abba, Father.—It is

true, their real glory is eclipsed in this state of their

pilgrimage, while absent from their father's hoilse ; but

the day of their manifestation is fast approaching, and
in the mean time they wait with humble hojie for the

adoption, the redemption of their bodies, when, by
their resurrection from th^ dead, they shall, like theit

glorieus Redeemer, be declared the sons of God with

power, be-ore the assembled world.

.Tustly, very justly, may our w^onder he raised to

the highest pitch, when we consider the greatness of

that God by whom this blessing is conferred ; the

meanness of those persons on whom it is bestowed

;

the loftiness of the means by which it is procured

;

and the innumerable advantages with which it is at-

tended.

If the glory of children is their father's; if kin-

dred to the great is valued, though remote ; if to be
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the son-in-law of a king was held by Davkl a mattCE

ol* such great importance : how distinguishing is their

lot, whose God is their Father, and .lesus Christ is not

ashamed to call them brethren ! Though every king

and every emperor that wears a crown, and sways a

sceptre, were allied to them by the ties of blood, it

could not equal, by ten thousand degrees, this higil

and ami)le renown. «

And wherefore, O glorious Jehovah wouldst thou

confer u{)on the children of men such inconceivable

honor to join them, to thy family ? It was not to sup-

ply thy wants, who was suflkient to thy own happi-

ness, and infinitely well pleased in thy beloved Son.

It was not to reward our worth, who had no attracting

qualifications to recommend us. This is not the man-
ner of men, O Lord, who use not to adopt, unless they

have no children of their own, or at Ie:ist observe

some amiable quality about the object of their favor*

Thus Esther is adoj>ted by Mordecai, being a beauti-

ful virgin ; and JMoses, being a proper chiid, is drawn
out of the water by the daughter of a great king, and
nourished as her own son. But we were the children

of wrath, heirs of damnation, and cast out in our blood

to the loathing of our person. How often have we
rebelled against the reproofs of his word, contemned
the thunders of his law, and rejected the oilers of his

grace ! yet patience waited for us, a^ud mercy appre-

hended us.

And that we might receive the adoption of sens,

the Son of God did not abhor the ignominious cross!

With a great sum indeed hast thou obtained this free-

dom for ua t T© make us creatures, tMd cost thee but
a word ; to make us cliiUlren, deirjaiided the effusion

of thy blood ; and it pleased the Father to bruise

thee ! Reveiu perceive we the love of God, that he
withheld not his Son, his onl}- Son, from the most in-

conceivable agonies, to compass his design.

Glorious indeed must be the advantage of this

high relation, the purchase of such precious blood !

—

Angels ye shall have in charge these iavorites oi he?.-
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ven. Ye enemies of their salvation, rejoice not against

them. If you devour them, ye shall offend : if ye
touch them, you shall touch the apple of his eye.

—

For in the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, and
his children shall have a place of refuge. Their pa-

rents mny leave them, but the Lord shall take them
«p. He may correct, but will not cast off. If he
speak against them, he eaj;nestly remembers them

;

his heart is turned, bis bowels yearn, and liis relent-

ings are kindled. Their strength is small, but he
spares them as a man spareth his son that serveth

him. Their imperfections are many : but he pities

them as a father pitieth his children. As a crane
and as a swallow, so do they chatter, but he loves to

hear their voice. Make known your request unto
him, and he Vviil give you what is good. Cry unto
him, my father ! he will be the guide of your j-outh.

But, O the riches of the glory of that inheritance,

which is neither corruptible, like thy gold and silver,

thou vain world I nor defiled like the paradise of Ma-
homet ! but incorruptible, and uudefiled, and fading

not away, Athieh is reserved in heaven for them.

—

Ho'.v justly may thej"^ say, the lines are fallen to me
in pleasant places, when God himself is their portion?

For. thus runs the apostolic declaration, " if children,

then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ."

Hail, ye distinguished, happy })ersone ! who, though

poor and despisetl, are the children of the Most High.

Live to his praise, and demonstrate to the world, that

you are indeed the children of your father. Imitate

his example, reverence his authority, and let it be

your meat and drink to do his will.

THE COMPLAINT.

SWEET was the time when he, whom all the

angels love, and the ransomed tribes adore, did hold

faniilicir discourse with me a prisQuer of earth. For,
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Tfhither could I turn mine eyes, and not behold the

most ravishing and delightful prospect ? Above me,

I could lilt up my most ardent thouglit to God that

dwelieth in the heavens, and I couid call him mine ;

and these bright globes I could contemplate but as the

pavement of my fathers house. For me, O radiant

sun ! you shine, you rise, you fall. Angels ! ye are

my guardians. Ye beasts of the earth ! and ye stones

ol the field t are my allies round about me. The va-

rious ills of life I could survey \viih calm composure ;

yea, in the midst of them, I could rejoice as more
than a conqueror.

Before me, death met my view, deprived of his

sting ; and I could ask the grave, where is thy victo-

ry.? yea, even the awful judgment could not appal my
soul, in some distinguished moments. "Amen; e^en
so, come. Lord Jesus T' could i say. Begone, ye
envious clouds ! prepare his way, ye glorious storms

of thunder and lightning ! For, O my conscience !

what perfect peace was made in ail thy borders !

The rising morn beheld me pouring out my pray-

ers ; and when the evening star arose, this was my
exercise. O then ! the sacred word was sweet ae

Iionej^, refreshing as the dew, and cheering as the
Hght. The high praises of God were uttered by my
mouth ; and when they said, go up to the house of the

Lord, to the tabernacles of the Most High ; how great-

ly I rejoiced t then I could count the sabbath a de-

light. Methought the lovely light did wear another
aspect, than that of other days. How sweetly could I

meditate on the law of the Lord ! The doctrines of
religion, the mysteries of redemption, and the promises
of the everlasting covenant, were my darling theme ;

and my delights were with the excellent ones of the
earth.

Ah ! lovely peace of mind, where art thou Qed f

The thoughts of God are a terror to me. I tremble at

his justice, and evea his mercy and his goodness af-

ford not consolationv How dismal is the vale of death,

aad the grave's solitary mansiou t The glory is de-

X 2
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pnr^efl. I irent %i\t full, but am returned empty.—O t

wiit.ewre wnldsl ihou leave thy liist and best belov-
ed ior all that is in the world ? Can sin, with its be-
wsichins: pleasures, the world with its empty enjoy-
ments, or .thy own impertect legal righteousness, be in
the stead of Christ unto the soul ? Begone ye vain
pretenders; " I will return untomyiirst husbaad ; theH
Wiio it better with me than now."

THE SUCCESSFUL SUPPLICANT.

SOME take delight in hunting after the breath of
pe^^ular apidause ; and it they can live upon the
tongues oi the multitude, they fancy they have attain-

ed I great measure of felicitj^ This man revolves,

with a world of pleasure, the works of the learned,

and reads the stars, and talks with heroes of former
ages. The flowing bowl, and jolly company, are the

delights of another.

But to the real christian, no exercise appears

with more distinguished grace than prayer in the name
of Christ. This opens the gates of heaven, and fetch-

es blessings from on high. The fended knee, the

"iiited h \nd, the imploring eye, \^ith the inflamed heart;

these never fail to be attended with joys unknown to

you, ye sons of the earth ! Angels rejoice, and God'it

own ear listens delighted. Lift uj) your voice to hinif

O ! talk with him ; whether the morn purples the east,

or !he evenins: star lights up his lami^.

The eternal Son was yet unclothed with flesli

and blood ; but, trying on the coat of our humanity,

he is recorded to have appeared, in human shape, unto

the father of the |)atriarchs, from whom the Jewish

iiation derived their original. Overwhelmed with

per)!exity, and deeply distressed how to face the sup-

posed rage ©f his incensed brother, he tries to pour his

-com Jaint into h^s com,>'?ssion.ite hosom ; nor was hie

labor Tgim It ^a? Riaht, asti silence reigned ^rei?
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all ; when, lo ! a human likeness is presented to bis

view. With him he held discourse, and Sj-iin out the

night, till now the star of the day was advancins: his

chariot wheels; and thus the heavenly stranger Sf^oke^
*' it is enough, O friend of God ! permit me to depart.

The rising day, and flying shadows, forbid my !)re-

sence here." " No," said the favorite of heaven ; "I
will not let thee go, except thou bless me." He wept,

he made supplication he had power over the angel,

and prevailed. Flence he had deserved the name of

Israel. O happy victor ! He had power with God,
and conquered the Omnipotent !——Let us go, and
do likewise.

ON "WATCHFULNESS.

^''HIS may be considered, either as relating t*

sin, that we may resist temptations to it ; or to ji (Ig-

inent, that we may be prepared for the coming ol the

fsou of man.
In these views, the watchful christip.n is one,

who from a persuasion of the strength of his enemies
"without, who wait for his halting ; of the wickedness
and deceit of his own heart within ; and the great-

ness of the danger he incurs ;—carefully guards all

the avenues of temptation. 1'here is nothing about

himself he judges safe to trust ; not bis lips ; for with

thee, O David ! he prays " set a watch, O Lord ! be-

fore my mouth ; keep the door of my lips." Not his

•yes ; for he makes a covenant with them. Not his

ears ; he shuts them from hearing of blood, of slander

and detraction, and of the instruction that causeth to

©rr. But chiefly he darts a jealous eye over his heart

;

for, of its being " deceitful above all things, and des-

perately wicked," he has the most unquestion:'ble

proof, both from his own experience, and from the

«xi«epience of the gre-at siUTOuading cloud of witnes-

ses..
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No sin^ be judges himself absolutely secured
against, thougli ever so atrocious ; whilst he surveys
the numerous troops of slain, and sees how many
stronger than he hath fallen by the power of tempta-
tion. How can he be confident in himself, when he
sees the man according to God's own heart weltering

an murder and adultery ? And that most eminent
apostle, whose faith the Lord so highlj'^ commended,
who was with him in the holy mount, and faithfully

as well as particularly warned of his danger ;—even
that most eminent apostle denying his Lord aud Mas-
ter ; (blush, ye papists, who make him the foundation
of your church !) denying him thrice ; denying him
with oaths and curses ; not when intimidated before

any tribunal, at the presence of his judges, but at the

accusation of a silly maid.

Neither is there any time in which he thinks it

safe to intermit his vigilance. The whole time of his

sojourning here, he studies to pass in fear ; and even
when he sleeps, his heart is waking. He knows, that

although there is a time for the body to sleep, that its

wearied j)owers may be recruited by these balmy dews,

aud reanimated to new labors
; yet there is no time

for his soul to slumber, whose nature, like the fiery

flame, is to be ever in motion ; and, instead of being

re;»aired by indolence and inactivity, is rendered more
dull and languid. Neither in prosj^erity nor adversi-

ty, neither in solitude nor in society, can he sing a
requiem to his soul, as if it were without the verge of

dinger : And even in the time of special enjo} ments,

and distinguished manifestations, he knows very well

th >t he ought notto say, "my mountain stands strong;

and 3 shall never be moved." As he who comes out

©f a hot bath, is very careful how he ventures himself

Lnimediately to the cold chilling air, as being never

more ready to catch a cold, than u }on such an occa-

sion; so, he is never more circumspect how be re-

tuTis into the world, and exposes bi?>iseir to its hurt-

ful snares, than when be his !'eea enjoying the hup'

py hours of fellowship) with U od*



225

But if there is any known sin, Tvliich may gaiie

advantage over him, or easily beset him, whether be-

cause suited to his natural constitution ; or, perhaps,

it is common to the age, and not branded with the in-

famy it deserves ; or, perhaps, it is of a secret nature^

and may be transacted without the knowledge of oth-

ers ; or, perhaj)s, it is an old sin from which he was
purged, to which, if he shoukl return, his last state

would be worse than the first; or, perhaps, it is a sin

which is very ready to put on the visor and mask of

duty, of which it is verj' difficult to repent ;—he is pe*

culiarly watchful against that sin. And that he may
keep at the remotest distance from ali approaches un-

to iniquity, and abstain from all appearance of evil,

he goes not to the brink, or utmost verge even of law-

ful liberty. That he may not be guilty of any un-

lawful thing, he will abridge himself in the use of law-

ful things, upon a proper occasion.

But it is no less the duty of a watchful christian

to wait the CGinino- of his Lord, that he may be found of

him in peace. He gives diligence, that neUher his

conscience be defiled with known sin, nor his affec-

tions entangled with vain cares : that -^^^.en lie fehall

appear, he may have confidence, and bid an unreluc-

tant adieu to transitory vanities. He refers not his

eternal interests to be adjusted till he is stretched ou
his sick or dj^ing bed ; for he knows, that hoth the

time and manner of his exit are wholly in God's hand.

The numerous deaths of his acquaintances and fellow-

mortals, he considers as the calls of the bridegroom, be

ye also ready. If his headache, if his stomach loathe

its food, or sleep fly from his eyelids,—all these, and
such like distresses, he regards as a set of monitors,

crowding round about him, and telling him, that the

judsre standcth before the door, and the coming of the

Lord drarveih nigh. Death comes ; eternity unfolds

itself to his view. See ! with what dauntless magna-
nimity he enters the list with his last enemy. Far
from discouraging his surviving fellow-christians, by a
dispiriting behavior, he throws an additional lustre ob
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ilie christian faith, and makes the beholders wish
themselves were the dying person.

Ye Ijing vanities of life I farewell. Welcome,
ye heavenly joys ! Amen : even so, come quickly. Lord
Jesus. Such are the wishes he breathes from his in-

Biost soul. His latter end is peace.

ON GENTLENESS.

IT is that amiable grace, whereby the christian

restrains unlawful anger and moderates even Just re-

sentment. Perha]is, hl3 natural temper is of the rug-

ged kind
; yet he has experienced the accomplishment

©f that gracious promise, that " the Leopard shall lie

<lown with the kid ; and the lion shall eat stray/ Avith

the ox." It is not in his tongue, but in his heart,

"where this grace chiefly reisides. He pretends not,

with the ancient stoics, wholly to discard the pas-

sions of anger, whicji v/ere not the meekness of wis-
dom, but of foliy. Nor does it wholly lie in a courte-

ous and obligfng behavior, commonly called s^ood man-
ners, Avhich may be but an artificial api)earance.

—

Sometimes he may come with a rod, and assume a
prudent severity; but it is rather in the cause of God,
than in his oAvn cause. If he smites, he breaks not
the head ; hut his reproofs are [)recious oil. Blessed
be his anger, for it is Hierciful ; and his wrath, for it is

kind. O my soul ! come thou into his secret, and be
thou united unto his assembly.

Cruelty and delight in the miseries of others,

though his most bitter enemies, is a disposition he
greatly abhors ; far less can he sutler his attachments
to any particular party to swallow up all his senti-

in«^nT3 of tiumanity to those who ditfer from him. Let
Moody papists sport themselves Avith the torments of
those whom they call heretics ; he has not so learned
Christ, upon whom the Spirit descended, not in the like-

neg^ of a Yijlture, but a dovi\ When niJin is born at tiist
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into the world of nature, we behold him a peaceful it-

fant, al! naked and defenceless ; not armed with c1hw«
and teeth, as some other animals ; and can we reaso»

nably suppose, that when a man is born again into the
world of grace, he will come, armed with fire and
sword, to destroy all around him?

So far is he from stretching forth his hand against
them that are at peace with him, that he will not suf-

fer rancor to foster in his breast against his most ma-
lignant fof . He v/isely considers, that he himself hag
acted a more unjust part towards his God, than ever
the most ungenerous i)erson did to him ; and yet ob^

tained mercy. He does not only suppress his resent-

ment from bursting out into violent vociferations ; noE
is he like some who affect a sullen silence, louder thaa
all words, to proclaim the implacable malice of their

hearts : but he banishes from his very thoughts the

purpose of revenge. He considers, that it is far mort
glorious, that it bespeaks more solid wisdom and great-

ness, to forget an injury than to requite it. He leaves

it to fools and madmen, to furious beasts and silly

wretches, to tear themselves in their anger, to flash

fury with their eyes, to faulter in their speech, to

tremble in their joints, to stamp with their feet, to

wreak their resentment on whatever comes in their

road, though perha[)s senseless and inanimate ;—whea
they receive some petty affront, or meet with contra-

diction.

He resembles not a city without gates, or broken
down, and without walls, that may easily be assault-

ed ; nor powder, that may quickly be inflamed ; but.

may be compared to green wood, that is not easily

kindled, but may soon be extinguisheil. He looks

aot at every petty injury as through a Hjicr9$c»pe.

trkifh maonifies far beyoisd the life.
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The natural state of mankind.

See how the mountains are covered with snow,
aud the valleys are stript of their lovely verdure. No
fragrant flower perfumes the air, nor embalms the eve-

ning walk. The songsters of the grove have folded

up their wings, and forgot their notes, who, some time
ago did sing among the branches. Where are the

golden treasures of the harvest, or the smiling flowers

of the spring? Joy and gladness is fled from the

plentiful field, and all is one scene of desolation.

—

What wonder ! when the glorious fountain of our day
has withdrawn his enlivening beams; resigning to the

power of chilling cold, both the aerial regions, and the

watery element. In comparison with the heat of sum-
mer, the warmest days are cold, even at the height of

noon. Full often the scowling wintry clouds wrap up
the day's fair face. All joy is darkened. The sun
seems to be swallowed up : the moon and stars with-

draw their shining. The low-bent clouds pour down.
Short is the d^y. How tedious the length, and how
deep the horrors of the night ! When every brook is

swelled to a river, let not the traveller pursue his jour-

ney. Ye that do business in great waters! be not
rash to tear your cables from the shore, when winter's

fury rages on the main.
But, while I muse on the rigors of this unjoj''ous

season, let me reflect what moral sentiments may here

be taught. Even the barren winter may be fruitful of
intellectual truths; and binding frost may be instru-

mental in thawing the heart, and melting the atfec-

Uous.
And first then, what a lively emblem have we ia

this, of that state we are in whea we come into the

world ! who are, as an apostle tells, ^2/ nature children

cf wrath. While this winter is not past, the flowers

appear not in the earth, the time of the singing of birds

is not come, the voice of the turtle is not heard in our
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land. Then we clerive not our consolation from llie

glorious Sun oi" rigiiteousness, but from the fire of

worldly enjoyments, or sinful j)Ieasures ; no flov/ers

of divine gr:.ce adorn the conversation, nor are we fil-

led with the fruits of righteousness ; we know not the

joyful sound, neither is the melody of praise heard in

our tabernacles.—Is the day short, and the night long?

Know. O natural man! that it is the very picture of

that natural state wherein you are. How soon is the

day of prosperity made dark with night !—a night that

shall not see the davrning of the day, and no joyful

sound comes therein. Though for a while you may
cheer up your heart, and think to kindle a fire, and
walk in the light of your fire, and compass yourselves

about witli sparks; what will you do, when the sha-

dows of the everlasting evening shall be stretchetl

forth, and the long night of eternity shall wrap you in

jts impenetrable gloom ? Who can live in his cold ?

Wiio knows the power of liis anger ?

And here I recal to mind an admonition of our

Lord to his disciples, when warning them of the

dreadful catasti*ophe of that ungrateful cit}' Jerusalem;
pray 3/f, that your jlifrht he net in the winter. O merci-

ful Father ! let it not be my miserable fate, to take

my flight from time and this my mortal body, while
the winter of thy w rath is not past, while the rain of
thy indignation is not over and gone.

ON IMMORTALirr.

REJOICE, ye w ise and good ! tremble, ye knaves
and fools ! (who is anxious for your happiness ?) foF

immortality, that pleasing aw ful thought, is no fanfas^

tic dream. Not only is it brought to light in the gos-

pel ; it is written in the volumes of creation and pro-

vidence. Set immortality aside, and beasts are wiser

apd happier Ihan men, and vice is preferable to virtue.
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Ye briitrsl race ! that liy in air, or sivini in floods,

or Ireai! Uie grouud;—aoon yoLi arme at your highest

peii'eclion, and are quickly put in possession of your

chieiest good. You are not cjrsed with carking cares,

nor anxious thoughts of evils yet milelt. Small are

joui' capacities ; and your desires are lew, but none of

them i*.re vaia. But we alw^tys travel by slow degrees

to the summit of cur periection
;

yea, in vain we
think to arrive at the i-erlection our nature is caj able

of. How dim is our knovviedge ! How languid is our

virtue ! liow^ imperiect is our happiness !—while here.

Our eves are not satisfied with seeing, nor our ears

wilh hearing, nor our understaniiings with truth, nor

our desires with good. Were we to live coeval with

the sun, we might be still enhirglng our views, exalt-

ing our sentin^eiits, ap^j-roaching nearer to the glorious

Godhead, whose image v.e are.—Large are our capa-

cit'es, many are our desires, which are not fiilede

which are not satisfied.

Nor is the desire of immortality the feeblest.

—

Who among mankind covets not to be remend>ered,

^hen he himself shnil forget all mortal things? For

tliis the image of the miiul is transfused into the pf.gc

of the orator, the j)oet, the philosoj.'her. It is the of-

fice of the statuary and painter, to eternize the image

of the body ; and even the [>oor mechanic erects his

monumental stone. There were who have called

their lands by their own names. Their inward

thought was, that their' dwellings should continue to

all generations. Death comes; death, the mighty le-

veller; he stops tMr ardent pursuits, disappoints our

fond hopes; and even the monuments designed to

immortalize our names, are mortal.—Like you, ye

tho ightless herds ! we fall, Ave die, and are laid in the

grave ; our place no more beholds us. And, even in

death, you seem less wretched than the humnn race.

To you, death comes undreaded; but we, long ere we
feel, must fear the blow. Yet we are your sujieriors,

Jiigher in the dignity of our natures, and higher in the

liivjjae regards."' Short-lived is your happiness, with
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^vliich ydUF existence terminates in death. But oiiue

then first commences, when fhe dull body IhIIs into

the grave. The sprightly mind si)!.{rns the vile earth.

No more we complain of unsatisfied desires, and use-

less capacities. Then, and not till then, shall we at-

tain that perfection, and taste that satisiaction, to

which we were designed.

Thus, even our iaieriority to the brutes, proves
that we are superiors; and the eternal periection of

our nature, is proclaimed by our greatest imperlec-

tions. Nor is it the only merit of immortality to as-

sert the glorious prerogative of human nature above
the bestial order : it is this alone which can support
the cause of virtue, and justify tlie ways of God to

men.—Virtue has charms indeed ; none will contest
it. Being a lady of heavenly extraction, she shines

in native elegance and beauty. The radiant sun is

not so fair, when he emerges from the eastern wavej
nor the fair handed spring, when she Sushes the infjinf:

year with manj^-colored blosycms. Yet, O celestial

virgin ! who would match wiih thee for good and all;

if misery here, if annihilation hereafter, v.ere all thy
dowry ? Even peace of conscience, without the glo.

vy of immortality, were but a shadowy happiness.

—

Were this ho[)ea mere delusion, how could we jusiiTy

thy procedure, O thou v/ise and holy governor of the
world ? " Shall not the jud2;e of all the earth do
pight ?"' See ! wickedness, in various shapes, lifts htr
proud head, and reigns triumphant; vAnie modest vir-

tue sefeks the shades, or pines in want, or groans iu
chains, or mourns in the dungeon.

And even in the.je hapjfj'- countries, where jus-

Mee, enthroned by wiiolesome laws, draws his impar-
tial sword; how many secret ci lines, exceeding hei-

nous and detested, which cannot be iouad out by the
most accurate inquisition, cr are incapable of being
anjma,>/erted upon ! How many virtues, v.hich canot
be rev. aided ! Presume not to blam'e the divine [!ro-

cedure, nor question the wisdom of providence, when
Jacob-like, g&e lays her hands awry ; the right h&ud
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ijf prosperity, and the left hand of adrersity, appeatv-

ing as misplaced, upon the heads of righteous and
wicked men. " For, verily, there is a reward for the
righteous, and a strange punishment for the workers
ef iniquity." You see tiie wicked great in power;
but suddenly 3-ou curse his habitation. But, mark
the perfect man ; behokl the upright ; his latter end
is peace. " Righteous, Lord ! are thy judgments ;

just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints."

O glorious immortality ! it is thine alone, te

maintain the rights of virtue and humanity. Without
thee, the beasts were our superiors, and the worst of
men would have the advantage of the best in number-
less instances. The dying raptures of the saints and
of martyrs, and the misgiving horrors of the ungodly,
are inspired by thee alone. And though thou wert a
gay chimera, and but a pleasing deceit; 3'et were it

the interest of mankind to hold thee fast, to refuse to
let thee go.

And can eternit)'^ belong to me ? With what an
awful joy are all my powers atfected ? Ye worldly
vanities ! where are ye now ? Lo ! there the beggar

stands upon a level with the king. At once the robes,

at once the rags, have disappeared. Weighed in this

even balance, how small your weight, ye worldly af-

Sictions ! Where is thy grisly asjiect, king of terrors 1

Be still a king of terrors to the wicked, 1 crown thee

prince of life. Why should I fear, if it is only thine

io wound iliy mortal part ? My heaven born soul

laughs at the shaking of thy deadly dart. " O death I

wbere is thy dreadful sting ? grave ! where is thj

Roasted victory ?"

The holy scnptures,

HAIL, s'lc red page! volumes of inspiration! in

whose presence the com!>ositions of mortnl wit hide

their ashamed countenances ; as stars which shone
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bria:LtIy in the clear sky, disappear, wlieii the morn-
ing siKi purples the eastern clouds. Where shall we
fin:! such venerable antiquity, as in this reverend,

code ? Before Abraham was, was Christ, the great I

AM. Before Orpheus, or Linus, or Hesiod, or Homer,
were the scriptures of the Hebrew Lawgiver.

It is true, the hoary head is not a crown of glory,

except when found in the way of righteousness.

—

There are trilling, there are immoral, there are incon-

sistent productions. If these should vie with the sa-

cred oracles, in the earliness of their existence; yet
they must not presume to claim an equal regard from
men, with the book of God, whose subject is a com-
pound of the marvellous^ the pious, the useful, and the

s;ran(l. The histories of the past, the prophecies ot*

future events, are neither trifling nor deceitful. The
precepts how pure ! The doctrines and mysteries,

how sublime t How worth}^ of God, to reveal them !

of man, to believe them ! Here, both the natural and
moral world unfold unto our view. Here, we behold
this beauteous fabric, emerging out of nothing,* and
wrapped in a winding-sheet of flames. Here we are

informed of the birth of evil, both natural and moral

;

and how they are again rooted out of the world. The
miseries you are to avoid ; the happiness you are to

pursue ; the method wherein jou may attain the one,

and avoid the other ;—these are the important and in-

teresting themes of the bible. Peruse these holy re^

cords; and be acquainted with thyself, and with thy
God, O mortal ! To ransom thee from death, to render

you blessed both here and hereafter; see here, thy
great Creator, h- ing in the womb, groaning oji a cross,

and sleeping in a grave. Jesus ! tho'i Savior of the

world, these scriptures testify of Ihee. Thou art the
Al:iha and the Omegn, the l)eginning and the ending
of them. In the Old Testament, thou art concealed;
in the New Testament, thou art revealed. Thou art

the end of the law, and the sum of the gospel.

It is true indeed, not every nlace shines with an
equal lustre. But is it any detractiou from the heautjf

V 2
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«f the mnlevial world, the fair bock of the creatien'^

that here there is a charapain coimlrj, dwA there a
barren^ vviUierness ; here a craggy rock, and there a
iVuitiiil valley ? We despise not the heauty ot the

firmament, though some parts ol it are not sown so

thick as others with starry Limps. But should we
nearer view those seemingly barren places in the tield

of revelation ; should we dig into those rocky textSj

with.care and reverence; perhaps then we might find

cause to alter our sentiments. Even the genealogies

are not endless, nor the ceremonies insignificant.

—

Even here we4ind rich veins of wisdom; and Christ,

ilie pearl of great [)rice.

But is there not something more than mortal
breathing through every page ? It is here the atten-

tive mind is struck with awe, as under the impenetra-

ble sh:ide of some asj)iring grove, or under the roof of

some religious edifice. Thus, angels which appeared

to holy men of old, struck the beholders with a dread,

for which they could not well account. There was
someTliing in tlieir voice, in their air, in their gesture,

T?hich spoke more than human. AVhat loftiness of
phraSe in some! what majestic simplicity of expres-

sion in other passages! How unparalleled! How ini-

mitable by mortal })en! Thus he whose name is called

" the Word of God," in his exalted state, is more glo-

rious than the kings of the earth ; and, even in his hu-

miliation, there was something exceedingly majestic,

which -,-.oured contempt upon j)iiucG3.

Be not ashamed of the scriptures. They are the

power of God to salvation, to every one that belie-

veth. O blessed word ! thou convertest the soul

;

thou enlightenest the eyes ; thou rejolcest the heart

;

thou givest wisdom unto the simple ; and light unto

the blind ; and life unto the dead !—Peruse the scrip-

tures; your corruptions shall be mortilied ;
your gra-

ces shall be vivified; your thoughts, your w^ords, youi:

actiorv^, shall be sanctified, be purified, be rectified.

—

These will alleviate your sorrows in adversity ; and
in prosperity heighten 3'our enjoyment?. Here, mul-

titudes have fguni life eTerla^Ung.
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ye who have received the irufh, in the love
thereof ! who hiive his blessed word sweeter th ai ho-

ney to your mouth ! give giory to that God, w fio,

when the human race were wandering in uncert iiiiy

and error, was pleased to make such a revelation of
himself;—a revelation even dropt, where we h^ve no-
tices conveyed to us, more true and certain than from
the famed deadly oracle of Del])hos, or bodona.

Praise him, who has not committed the intima-

tions of his will unto the leaves of uncertain tradition,

which every breath of wind might puff away ; which,
in latter ages, might have been greatly corrupted, ! y
passing through a multitude of hands. But he hath
written the same word, which formerly was only ver-

bal, in a book the peculiar care of providence ; where
the divine revelation is kept as in a garrison, and
needs not fear from the injuries of time, from the cun-
ning of Sntan, nor from the evil designs of corrupt

men. Adore him, who by his Holy Spirit, informed
the minds of holy men of old, with such concealed
truths; and guided their j.ens in writing these holy
originals. Acknowledge his goodness, who hath {re-

served these heavenly records from flames, and floods,

and desolations; who hath cast your lot, not in those

dusky corners of the world, where the word of C jd

9he<ia not its holy light, or is, by public authorii}',

prohibited from being consulted.

Know thy privilege, O happy land! much are

you advantaged every way beyond thy neighboring
stales ; but, chiefly, that unto you are committed the

oracles of God. Turn not your blessing to a curse.

Young men ! search the scriptures; they vrill niJ^ke

you wise unto salvation ; you shall have more under-
standing than the ancients. Old men ! search the
scriptures ; they will he the suj>|>ort of your old age,

and make you sing as in the days of your youth. Ye
men of rank and station ! who dwell in lofty palaces,

aa-i ride in gilded chariots, O make them your heri-

tage forever ! Ye weaker christians! here is much
tJ> siitisfy your craving appetite. Ye men of genius t
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here is strong meat, to suit your nicer palates, and
drive away disdain.

Meditate on the law of the Lord both day and
night. The more you draw from this refreshing foun-

tain, the more will the waters abound. But, would
you enter into the secret of the Lord, which is with

them that fear him, bring with you a pure, a humble,

and a fervent mind. Whom shall he teach knowledge f

Whom shall he make to understand doctrine ? Those
whose Kearts are not haughty, nor their eyes lofty ;

but who are like the child weaned from the milk, and
drawn from the breasts ; those who are estranged fronx

their lusts, who lay aside all filthiuess and sui;crfluity

of naughtiness ; those whose souls do pant exceeding-

}y, and long for God's commandments, like thee, O
blessed David, whose eyes did timously prevent the

niofht-watches, to meditate on the statutes of the

Lord.
Take to yourselves, ye jealous papists ! your fa-

bulous traditions, and hide this holy lamp under the

bushel of foreign languages ; and, by this, confess the

weakness of your cause. Ye wild enthusiasts ! vaunt

of the light v> ithin you, but take heed, lest that light

j^ou boast is in you, be darkness. Walk in the light

of your tire, and in the sparks of your kindling, ye
imhelieving deists ! But O house of Israel ! come,

and let us v.alk in the light of the Lord. Consult

this heavenly guide, O thou my soul ! and let your

de!ight be in the law of the Lord. Let me often ex-

p.^tinte in these hallowed fields of revelation, and, like

the disc);des, pluck the full ears of corn ; and rub

them from the husk, by ardent meditation and fervent

prayer.

Shine upon my soul, O heavenly spirit ! bear

witness in my heart. Imprint the Isiile there; make
this the library of God. Then shall 1 be made wiser

th'.n my teacbers, and, in all my afiMctious, be com-
fortef! ; and, tbongh I walk through death's d.irk

sh' jle?, 3'et Avi!! my steis ' e conducted unto Ihose

bUsdiul regions, where " the suu shall no more go-
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down, HOP ttie mooa withdraTsr her shiuing : but the

Lord shall be my everlasting light, ami my God my
glory."

ON ELECTION.

STOOP down, presumptuous reason ! remember
from whence thou art fallen. Behold even in thy

perfect state, it was not in thee to find out God, by

the most accurate researches ; how much less shalt

thou now be able to find out the Almighty unto per-

fection ? Come holy faith, and humble reverence !

teach us to lift our thoughts to the most distinguish-

ing privilege of electing love. O t that while we ad-

mire the sublimity of the doctrine, we may taste the

sweetness of the benefit. Happy they who, instead of

intruding, with bold curiosity into the secrets of the

Most High, give diligence to make their calling and
election sure. By the dictates of unerrino; ^'

* -Jomj

let our sentiments be regulated, in this imporuaU arti-

cle of our most holy faith, the purpose of God accord-

ing to election.

The date of it is eternal. Yes ; it must be so ;

for every purpose of his will must be coeval with him-

self. O glorious thought ! to have dwelt upon the

heart of a loving God before the foundation of the

world t What grateful emotions may it not excite ia

the minds of these high favorites, that God has loved

them with an everlasting love, before the day-spring

knew his place ? How deservedly shall their medita-

tions of him be sweet, both in the night and day,

TV hose precious thoughts towards them are ancient as

eternity itself ?

Its objects are particular. Of the determinate

counsel of God we read in the scriptures ; but of the

indeterminnte counsel we do not read. If the n;;mea

of the disci!)les were written in heaven : if Clement's

name was ia the book of life ^ assigu a reasoiij if you
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(jfiH, Wiiy auj- that are the Lord's should be less fore-

known 'V him, nho knows whohi he hath chosen,

withoat respect of persons. If in thy book, O God!
all our members are written, which, in continuance,

were fashioned, when as yet there w as none of them ;

much ?Tiore are all the saints, the meml;ers of his bodj',

of his flesh and of his bones, written w^ithout excep-

tion, in the fair book of life. O ye that are partakers

of such distinguished honor! live to his praise ; .ind

be his worthy name ensjraven on your hearts and on
the palms of your hands,—by whom your w^orthless

names are written among the living in Jerusalem,

when others are writteii in the earth.

Its motives are sovereign. Boasting, thou art for

ever excluded here ! Even the Savior's merits, to

t\4i3ch we owe our salvation, are not the source of our

election. Nor ivill precious faith gather where it has

not strawed, by laying claim to be the cause of God'a

electing love. But least of all can it be said, that God
hath chosen us because v.e were holy ; and according

to our works. Election is the root ; these are the

flowers : election is the foundation ; these the super-

structure : election is the fountain, and these are

streams that issue from it. Row can they he elected

of God for any civil distinction, or moral prerogative 1

when some of them were protligate and flagitious;

most of them illiterate and jioor ; and all of them by
nature the children of wrath even as others? This
is not the m inner Oi' men, O Lord ! how deservedly

they love thee, who, without deserving, were loved

by thee !

The tenor is irrevocable. For, though the pur-

poses of enrthl}'^ sovereigns may be disannulled ; tho'

unforeseen accidents may dash their maturest schemes,

and encroach uaon their wisest jvJans, what should al-

ter the counsel of the Most lijgh, who is not a man
that he should repent ? The mountains, these strong;

foundations of the earth, may i)e removed, but the

found«.tion of God standeth sure. The election shall

obtain both grace and glory, though eartii aad heft'
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were leagued against them. As many as are ordained
to eternal life, shall iielieve ; nor shc-JI they L-e {iecei-

ved ]>y the most canning artitices of the enemy of

Qieir salvation.

Evidence of the truth of christianiiy.

IT is true that miracles are ceased, by which, in

early ages, it pleased the lioly Ghost to attract the

observation of the unthinking world to the doctrine of

the gosjiel, and to confirm the faith oi true disciples.—

'

But let not modern infidels complain on this score,

for want of sutficient evidence to the truth of Chris-

tianity. Though n e see not now the laws of nature

reversed ; the lame foregoing his crutches ; the blind

rejoicing in the light of day ; and the dead restored

to life again ; we are not wanting of other advantages,
which the miraculous age could not alford. The doc-

trine of ilie gosoel has travelled with the sun ; is pul>

Uckly professed by sundry nations of differing cus-

toms, and various dispositions. Glorious are its ef-

fects upon the hearts and lives of many (though alas !

too few) of its professors. The sensual man no more
serves divers lusts and pleasures, when he obeys it

from the heart. The cups of the drunkard, the oaths
of the blasphemer, the sordid gain of the oppressor,

are renounced and forgotten. Those who once wal-

lowed in every sinful pollution, now shine in the-

beauty of holiness. Such blessed effects, it is true,

were known even in the age of miracles, in those

places where the gospel was first preached.^ But what
shall we now think of the almost universal spread, and
long continuance of this holy profession, in spite of

the philosopher's wit, and the persecutor's sword.—

•

Be it so ; these favorable presumptions in behnl. of

christianitjs do not beget that lively faith that puri-

fies the heart, nor what the great apostle calls tli fill

fi9SurMnc€ rf u}i(krstunning. No more could mirucleK.
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i'et botli the one and the other are sufficient to screen

the holy faith tVoni absolute contempt, ay and until

its high pretensions are candidly examined by the se-

rious enquirer after truth.

Nor can I be easily persuaded that ever the deist

was born, who can truly say, I exerted myself to the

utmost of my al)ility to find out the truth; I begged
ivith my utmost fervor my Maker to shew me his way;
I was not previously jjrejudiced against the gospel by
the love of any iust. But after all my efiorts, 1 can-

not think that Jesus is any more than an impostor.

—

Such an impartial and vigorous enquiry is certainly

that will of God, which, if any man will do, he shall

know the doctrine, whether it be of God.
Shall we say, then, thU it is in the power of eve-

ry man to acquire the noble grace of faith by his na-

tive abilities ? Is not faith the gift of God, and not

of works lest anj^ man should l;oast ? The gospel it-

self affirms they cannot please God who are in the

flesh. How then shall they, by pn^yers or tears, or

utmost fervor, prevail with him to bestow this good
and |)erfect gift ? But we need not be under any
uneasy a|)|}rehensions, as though the gospel were im-

peached, by asserting that a gracious God reveals

himself to such an impartial enquirer. This will not

in the least infer the natural power to doth at which

is well pleasing in his sight. Nay, it rather confirms

the doctrine of the fall. For such is the depravity of

human nature, such the aversion to every divine thing,

that no man is able to do all which himself allows is

in the power of his hand. It is only supernatural

grace which can enable one to exert even his natural

al)ility to the utmost, and do with all its might what
his hand tindeth. Happy the man who is thus strength-

ened from above to search fot God with all his heart !

I say not that the sovereign God is obliged, is con-

strained, to confer the blessing of faith. " For, who
h-^th first given unto him, and it shall be recompensed
un'o him again." But such is his goodness, now that

he is in Christ ; such his condescending regards tt
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the sons of mew : his cars will not be deaf, tils Iieaii

not slow to gi«/e them their imporlnjiate reque'rits Tou

things agreeabie to his will. When tliecJeist then has

exerted himself to the utuiosi of his confessed abilities,

(which he cannot do but by the Holy Ghost in a SiV

viny: operation,) let him comiilain for want of evidence.

I Crtnaot but think it ^\iH bear an orthodox &en^v.

what a noted poet says,

" An honest deist, where the sospel shines,
^' Mail/yd to rtchlcr in the christian e?ids.'''

But, if he is not able to do al! he can (which is a

certain truth, though it sotinds hard in Pelagian ears)

and be unable to believe the gospel, why should his

iui!*eliei' be counted to hi:n for a sin ? For it seems
he cannot believe tiii it please God to give him the

Holy Spirit. Indeed, we are come at last into the'

der.ths of God, whose way is in the sea ; whose path

is in the mighty waters ; his footsteps are not known.
Perhaps it will not sati^iy (be refractory understand-

ing of the haughty deist to tell him, that sovereignty

may withhold and dispense her favors as she pleases i

and that it is not un just to punish men for inability,

when it is of a voluntarj^ kind. Yet right reason wilJ

attest the first, and conscience the last.

It is not requi-ed that you renounce your reason-

ing f)ou-ers, O ye uni»elievers ! Ye need not turn

simidetons to be christians ! Faith is no light credu-

lity ! But when the proposed doctrines are matters

of everlasting importance, do not belie the Lord, and
say it is not he, whether he speaks in the promise or

in the threatening, merelj^ because they quadrate not

with your vicious inclinations, or transcend your shal=

low apprehensions. Alas ! is the mystery, is the purity

of the gospel, the stumbling-block in your way, vyhich

ought to j)rejudice right reason in its favor? But
when you stop the mcutli of conscience, it is just your
re isoM should mislead you. You nre afraid, you are

unwilling to know, to understand the truth, what-
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ever you pretend ; anil tlierelbre j^oii walk on in dark-

iryoii were the true aii<l genuine sons of reason,

yon wouici see the necessity of submitting it to your
IVI :ker. If you really had the interests of virtue and
inoraiity at heart, you wor.kl wiiiingjy see the imiier-

feciioh of all luimau righteousness, and the necessity

ol' a better th.-m yonr own. if you knew what real

good and true ha-jpiness was, wiliingily would you be-

lieve in the eternal reward of blessed life and immor-
tality. Infidelity is an enemy to wisdom, virtue, and
feiiciiy.

Be convinced that 3'ou are blind >\ni\ miserable !

Down with jour h'^h imaginations ! KeOect as you
OJigbt, what for a God he is, with nhora 30U have to

do ! How just and severe, that you mny not {>rc3iniie !

Hon'" mercllul and good, tliat you may not despair !

—

Shall empty honors, swinish lusts, great [lossessious,

part you and your Redeemer? Pe.'h:»ps there are not

wanting who would believe on Christ, and gladly be

saved by hi:n, from misery, but not from sin. If the

grace of faith would start up* in a night without their

care or labor ; if they could yawn themselves into

heaven ; then good and v.ell. But love of sin, and'

love of ease, are inconsistent with striving to enter

in at the strait gate ; and being followers of them
rIio, through faith and patience, now inherit the pro-

mises. .

Some are not startled, if eternal vengeance is de-

norincrd agains' (he lawless and disobedient ; if against

iiiu -derers ; if agunst adulterers ; if against blasphe-

mers ; if igiiast Idolaters. But why, say they, against

iin' elievers ? He that belie th net, shall hr' damn d.—
A h^rd say"ng! v. ho can bear it I As though un-

be'lef we e not the worst of murder; that cruciues the

Lord of glory ; that stabs him to the heart, not in his

himVnn nature only, but in his mediatorial office. As
though it were not the worst of robberies; that steals

away from Cod his most j)recious Jewel, his glo>y,

^vhich he will not I'we to another: the most horrid

blasphemy, that tU'-dies the Ge^ of tralh a liar.
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tpbraid a miscreant wrelci7, one of the gpllanl

spirlis of the Hge, >vitli lewdness and debaiichery ; up-

braid him with his revelling am] drunkenness; uphraid

hiin with his horrid swearing; ;—he njay perhaps lieiir

you with patience, nor take it in bad part, to have his

goofl-hiimored and iashiona:)le vices thus kindly laid

ije.ore him. But should you call his sincerity in ques-

tion ; you are nothing, sir, but a villain, a liar, a
knave : you touch him in a tender point.. Roused are

liis resentments. He storms, he rases, he breathes !

you are in danger of having your throat cut, for the

insoIeiTce of your tongue. Wicked as he is, this foul

reproach he v/ouid willingly v.i; e away with your
blood.-—Now, shall a puny mortal haA^e such regard to

his character for truth; and vviil not the* holy God,
who cannot lie, an}^ more than deny himself, render a
due reward to that audacious sinner, that tells him,
he is a iiar, either io the promise or in the ihreaLea-

But especially if you reject his testimony con-
cerning his beloved Son; you j)ierce him in every
attribute, as Christ was wounded in every member

;

you touch the apple of his eye; you filch away tlie

most splendid gem of his crown
; you do what in you

lies to [)luck him from the throne of grace, and Avipe

away that precious blood, Avherewith the mercj^-seat

is sprinkled
;
you pour contempt upon bis prime Mes-

senger; you bring ins counsel to nought, and say up-

on the m.atler to your Maker, thy gills be to thyself.

I see no ^'o?y in the contrivance of thy infjnite wis-

dom.- You declare that Christ hath labored in vain,

-tmd spent his strength for nought.— Ail tiiis, and m.uch
more than this, is the language of the evil heart of

iin'selief.

W tiat iv.Qve shall I say of thee, thou cursed moii-
•

! What sins are not involved in thee only !

—

What innumerable evils compass thee about, thy con-

stant and inseparable attendants! Thou art the soul

which animates the body of sjm ; reelzebu!?, the prince

of devils ; the great Antichiiiit, that in the heart es-
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altest thyself above all that is called God. Thou art

the shield o! every sin, and the enemy of ail righteous-

ness. V/hereas other sins are wounds, bruises, and
putiiiying, sores ; it is thine to cast away the healing
plaisler. Sooner shall God cease to be true; cease
to he just; cease to be God;—than those in whom
thou reigaesl shall enter into everlasting rest.

TJie different states and ends of the HgMeous and nicked,

A Fragment.

YE sons of men, give ear whilst I relate the dif-

fereut states, the widely dilTerenl ends of the righteous
and the wicked. Who is the blessed man; and where
shall you find the possessor of true feUcity ? Vv'ill

you Cyll them h«{)py who work iniquity, and greatly

scorn religion, whether in its sacred doctrines, or ia

its distinguished practices ? No
;
you are not happy,

though fame should sound her trumpet, and honor
sliould prepare your way before you; though you
should fill your cotTe^s with glittering dust, and swim
in tides of polluted joys. Bow far am 1 from envying
you, your !»erishing honors, your winged riches, your
brutal satisfactions ! But, lo ! the man, the rare and
despised man, who, far from imitating the pernicious

example of the sinner, or reducing his hellish devices

into practice ; who, far from mocking at religion with
JordJy pride, and assuming im[)udence, will even aban-
don the society of the wicked, greatly disdaining to

make them his bosom friends, or sit in their assembly:
this is the man who hath found true and perfect lelici-

ly. I will not say he will be blessed, but he is so al-

lead^'. Neither is it in the power of language to ex-
press, or of my thoughts to represent, this superabun-
dant blessedness. Blessed shall he be in his immor-
tal soul, and even his mortal bod}^ shall partake of his

joy. Even in this wretched state of imMerfeciion,

even la this vale of tearsj he is a happy man, without
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liie smiles of fortune ; nor waits he dissoliitioii to be

blessed.

Vv'oaUl you know where the exalled delight's of

tliis uncommon person are pitched, who thus al>an-

dons the society of the v, icked, and is not indebted ta

the world for his felicitj' ? To meditate ii} on the

scrip I uses of truth is his favorite empdoynieiit, whether
they point fonh unto him the doctrines that are to be

believed, or the duties that are to be practised, by thy

authoriiy, thou great Lawgiver, that speakest in every
part of that hallowed j^age. Not content v»ith a sii-

perfjcial Ivnowledge of these sacred conients, he setks'

to enter into the life and spirit of these heavenly wri-

tin;>;s ; and knowing how rich they are in hidden and
valuable treasures, he is not wearied iii digging for the

latent truths, whether the cheerful morn pur.>les the

east, or whether the cvening-sa' lights up his lamp.

As a tree planted by an industrious man upon
the verdant banks of a copious unexhausted stream^

spreads far and wide its watery roots, deSes the stor-

my blasts, and is not much dependant on the clouds

of heaven, but in sultry years, and under parched
skies, fails not, in the jn'oper season, to adorn his

branches with fruit after his kind> and verdant foliage:

so, just so, the trtily religious man, planted by the di-

vine hand, along (lie margin of the sanctuary waters f

he shall not be afraid of the wintry blasts of temu'ta-

tion, because he shall acqr.ire an unshaken stabilitj-;

neither shall he be meanly dependant on the varial;le

clouds of worldly enjoyments, hecause he shall, with-

out them, be maintained in a p^erp.etual moisture.

—

And, therefore, whatever seeming barrenness may for

a time a})pear; yet, in the convenient and proi>er sea-

son, this (ree of righteousness adorns his branches,

with fruits of holiness and consolation, after his kind ;,

the leaves also of his fair and iieautirnl profession shall

not be tarnished or fall away.—Success shall crowrt

his enterprises f and even when disanpointments shall

betide him, yet in the event it shall appear how alt

things Avrought together for his real good, aucl every
action of his hand was truly prosperous^

w 2.
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But as'^to (hose who are desplsers of the divine

word, and arm liiemseives with honor and insolent

contejnjjt, HD(i are the workers ol* iniquity ; they are

far srom being resembled to this deep rooted and {'er-

tiie j)hmt, however considerable in the esteem of

others, or in their own conceit; they are but like the

chari", which, being light in its own nature, and alto-

gether unirrotiitabie when separated from the grain, is

suilered by the careless hush 'iidman to fly abroad, ihe

S|.ortof winds, which, wilh the greatest ease imagina-
bie, drive it away.
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GKEAT MATTER AND END

GOSPKL PREACHING,

A SERMON.^

2 Coft. iv, 5.

For 7ve preach not ourselves, hut Christ Jesus the Lord.

WHEN you consider the occasion of your pre-

sent meeting, it will not, I |)resiiine, he necessar/ to

mike any anoio£:y ibr making choice oi' this text as

the ground of discourse. For it is a theme, the con-
sideration of which, may not only he %ery suitable to

my brethren in the ministry, but very prolitable to

every gosi.'el he-^rer. I am sure, that it is incum! ent

upon ever}' one that is vested uith the sacred charac-

ter ol' a minister o!" 'esus Christ, lo join with the apos-

tle of the Gentiles, in this solemn and serious declara-

tion, wc preach not oursdres, but Christ Jesus th Lord.

O that every minister could say it, vvith the same sin-

cerity and truth !

* This sermon was preached at the ordiiiaiian cfthe
Rev. Mr. Al xanrl r Dick, to he minister ef th^ asscciitc

co?iprgation of Ahcrdiin./upon Thursday, Dec. 7, 1758.
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In these words, you have the duty ami character
of a pre icher ol ihe everl-.siiog gospel exhibited uato
you, both in negative and positive terms. What
ought he not to preach ? Himsilf. What ought he
then to ;>reach ? Christ Jesus the Lord. Do you not
ohserve, that all the three names of our gracious Re-
deemer are menlioned here? The frequent re;>etilioa

of the lovely titles of this wonderful person, in the
writings of this apostle, (which, as some o'>serve, is

as good as five hundred times,) renders them ail like

boxes o*" precious ointment, iuex|)ressihly refreshrul

to every christian soul.—Re is culled Christ, to signi-

fy his Uiiclion to the mediatorial orfices. For he was
anointed a priest to procure, a pro;ihet to reveal, and
a. king to ap.dy the hjessings of re(!ein[)tion. He is

c.iiled J^sus, because, in the execution of these offices,

to •<vhich he was anointed, he savrs his peep'rfrom their

sins. This n:une is pregn^int with salvrition and
hi hJij exalt-d alcove every other name.—He is called the

Z-t'/v/, to denote his true and i-roijer Deity, and his

sovereign dominion. A very extraordinary Lord in-

deed is .Tesus Christ. lie was the Lord of his fore-

fathers, Luke XX, 44; and is the Lord both of the li-

ving and (he dead.

But to proceed directly to the subject in view :

you easily see, that the doctrin.vl truth we are to de-

el:;re from these words nK;st be the following:

DocT. " Th it it is the character of avcry faithful mi-
nister, and should I.e the study of every gos, el

preacher, to preach not himself, but Christ Jesu5
the Lord."

In illustrating this proposition, 1 shall essay,

I. To enquire into the im ort of this declaration of

the ai)ostle, w preach not ourselves, but Christ Je-

sus the Lord.

IL To i'Oint forth some of the reasons, why it ought
to ''e the ch-racter and study of every gosj>el n>i-

ni?ter, not to preach himself', but Christ Jesus the

hcrd^
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in. Then we shall see what improvement should b«
made oi" the doctrine, by making a lew obvious
reiJeclions from what may t)€ said : And thf.se

things we will do, if God permit. Let us begin

with the first.

First. What is imported in the declaration here

made by the apostle, concerning not onl}" himself, hut

all faithful ministers of the gospel, we j/rcacli not our-

selves^ fmt Christ Jesus the Lcrrd.

And I shall here content myself with observing

only two things. \st. It evidently imports that we
are not* to make the inventions of our own brain, 1 ut

the doctrine of Christ, the great matler of our preach-

ing. 2iL That we are not to make the advancement
of our own worldly interest and reputation, but the

glory and honor of Clirist, the great end of our minis-

trations. Favor me with your attention, while we
endeavor to explain, at some further length, both these

particulars. And,
\st. It is as if the apostle had srid, " vre make

Christ Jesus the Lord the great matier and iJieme of

all our sermons." The minister of Jesus Christ must
not content himself even with declaring such things

as have a general truth in them. Things that -tre

said may be truths and yet not tvie truthl, or the word
of the truth of the gospel. But, though we should be
far from despising the excellent sentiments of mora-
lists, or neglecting to preach the duties of the law,

and inculcate the necessity of personal righteousness,

still Christ should be the main argument of every ser-

mon. As in a regular building, the most remote parts

of it are supported hy the (oundation, Avithout which
it were nothing but a boivitiQ- f^nce, and totterincr watl

:

so, v*hatever the minister of Jesus Christ shall think

fit to insist upon, Christ is his everlasting foundation,

that imparts to every doctrine solidity and consis-

tence.

He is not like your Philosophical haran^-iter^

whose sermons are generally nothing but stif an-i uu-

atfecting declamations ou some 0ioral subjects : who
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wares ihe peculiar doctrines of christianitT-, as dry
and speculative r»oia(s, and chooses commonly for his

theme those to )ics that are common lor all religions.

You may hear a course of sermons from a person of
this stamp, without ever learning whiit is the great
end of revelation, or how a fallen creature may emerge
from the ruins of his aposlacy. Ee talks much a'lout

the heauty of virtue, and how conducive is mor dily
to the happiness of mankind, in social and private

life. It is tfiie, he cannot, for sh:ime''s cause, altoge-

ther omit mentioning the name of Christ ; but it is as

seldom as possible he can : and, lest it should be
shucking to the polite part of his audience, he com-
monly veils it under some parajdinse ; calling him
the sacred author of our rdiricn ; that finished pattern

ef ohedi nc- ; or the like. I have read in a famous au-

thor, " thit som.e have avoided pronouncing the

D ime of Christ in their discourses, because it is a
harsh monosyllable, and likewise clogged with too

many consoniints/'

Nor is the gospel minister like your legal de-

claim^r, whose character it is, to he always inculca-

Wnz the didi'S, but seMoai the prhrilez^s of Christiani-

ty. Instead of miking privilege the foundition oT du-

ty, he makes duty the foundhtion of piivilege. It is

true, he m ly seem to entertain an abhorrence of the
beibre-meuiioued phuGsophical haranzuer, and to tdlk

in a more baptist-d and christian style, ami pay a
greater <?om diment to Thrist Jesus the Lord in the

strain of his discourse: yea, he will even not scru ;!e

to tell his heurers, at some times, that they Qannot
me;-it any thing at God's h md, and that tb.ey can do
nothing in their own streagih ; and therefore we need
to seek the aid of divine grice, for the performTnce of

this or the other duty. But, alas! tliese necessary
points are so faintly handled, and so su:>er{ici dty in-

sisted on, as to leave hut very faint i:n_»ressioas on
the mijid.—Indeed, tho ]2:h he does not o;)enly go over
to the cam ) of the Ronin doctors, by crying a » the

merit of sood works, and crying down imputed ngh-
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teoi!f5ness altogether, he is afraid to insist upon tlie

o, o-i = e ProJestarit doctrines, exces4 u; on soase ri've

oeccisiou ; as suppose a person in the agonies oi death,

or under the horrors of conscience. He is always ex-

horting his^iearers to ) eriorm duties, but seldom to

believe. He ham;;ers the general gospel call with ab-

surd conditions, and inij.'ossii;<le qualiiications ; and,

turning the gosici into a nrwlan\ that {>rescribes easi-

er terms of liie them the lirst covenant allowed oi, (hb

sincerity, or refient'dnce,) he makes tjie c;o.s/?<:/ cf Christ

of none iff ct: for, indeed, i!" we should s;'eak accurate-'-

ly, (lie terms oi lile that are prescril-ed in the seconjl

covenant, are so far from being easier than those j*re^

scribed in the tirst, that, on the contrary, ihey are in-

finiieiy more ditricult than ever: for, the redanpticn cf
the soul isprrcictis, andwou]i\ have ceasedforever, with-

out the shedding of blood by a person of iniinite dig-

i^ity.

But the evangelical preacher of Jesus Christ,

though he should have everso deep acquaintance with

the ijcene of philoso hy, (orgets it, when he ascends

the pulpit to shev.' unio his bearers the way of salva-

tion : .sndi as Aarars ser; ent swallowed up theotiter

ser eutS, so <(0es the wiirdom of the cross, all olbeu

wisdom. The gtoiious person, the rhyslerious inc.ir-

HJition, the amazing satisfaction of Christ Jesus ihe

Lord, the glories of his exalted state, his mediatorial

characters, otrces, and relations: theSe are his darling

tl'.fuies on which he expatiates with a jieculiar <le-

lighl.—And whether these topics, that have not the

must imm.dUitc relation to Christ, are the subjects of

"his discourse; yet still it may lie said of all his ser-

mons, what the av^ostle says of christians, cfhini ar< ye

in Christ Jesus : they have no lieing but in him ; In

HTxM they live an<i move. Wh^Uever mystery—whate-

ver privilege—^whatever duly he chooses to expf'in,

still Christ is ai,l in ai,l. If he insists on a divine

cdfrilvf'\ he declarev^ how it shines forth in Christ

v/iih the brightest evidence.—L on a pror/use, he ex-

plains bow la Christ it is yea, and cwun.—if on a com-
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inand^ he inculcates the necessitj' of obedience, T)y

motives (Irawu from Jesus Christ ; and how im;.ossii>{e

it is Tor us to obey, without being- first uniied to him
as the head of vital influences. Christ is the heain-

nin-:'- ; Christ is the end ; Christ is the imldlc ; Christ

is the nil of every sermon. With him, he cointoits

the droo;»in2: heart ; with him, he corrects the wander-
ing- trnsgi'essor.

—
'j'o him he C'in apply these einpha-

tical words of ."eremiah, Jer. li, 20. "thou art my bat-

tle-axe, and weapons of war; and with thee will I

br« :-^kin pieces the nations, and with thee will 1 destroy

^ifig-d.oms: and with thee will 1 break in pieces the

horse an<l his rider: and with thee nill I break in pie-

ces the chariot and bis rider: and with thoe also will I

break in pieces mc»n and woman; and with thee will

I break in {>ieces also old and younar; and with thee

will 1 break in pieces the young: man and the mrid;
I will also brenk in .aeces with thee, the shepherd and
h^s flock; and with thee will 1 break in i)ieces the

hiistvindman and his yoke of oxen; and v>'ith thee will

I break in pieces captains and rulers."

Lest anj^ siiould think that this character of ma-
kinfij Christ .'esus the sole matter of onr sermons is

.but chimerical, I shall adduce the particular exam-
ple of this same apostle Paul, in his first euistle to the

Corinthians, chap, ii, 2. " I determined not to know
any thino; among you, save Tesus Christ, and him
crucified." What, I beseech you, is the lansjuage of

this ? Is it not a lively confirmation of the present

trjjth ? Here is a man of genius, who was educated

at the Himous school of Gamaliel, and who was well

aco^'^inted with the most eloquent compositions of

ancient ',>oets, orators, and '-hilosorhers. It was in

his oower to have entertained these Corinthians with

fine noetical and philosoT.hical discourses, and have
inaf^e them admire his wisdom and erudition. " But^

O vf Corinthians, it is not (r.s if he had said) your ap-

pl;Mipe T seek rfter, but your s.dvation. Thererore,

ChHst 'esus is my theme : Christ Vsus in bis inn'o-

rious cross." Some, indeed, might have been apt to
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reply, " truly, Paid, this subject, of a cniciiied Chris.

.

may do indiffereiilb/ well to preach about in some ob-

scure country village, where the people are not great

judges of penned sentiment ; but when you come to a

polite city, like Corhith, wiiat harm would there l;e,

though you shouUi wave your favorite to{VC of the

cross, and give the i)olite citizens some display of jor-r

fine taste and univers:il learning; for, we assure j ou,

such a doctrine as that will never take in a place like

this.—Take it to second thoughts, and deliberate up-

on it, whether this would not be the most prudent me-
thod." *' Nay," says the aoostle of the Gentiles, " I

will deliberate no more on such a subject; I am quite

at a point about it. It is not rudeness ; I could do
otherwise. It is not rashness ; I have deliberately

and peremtorily resolved ; and my resolutions nevev
«h;i!l be shaken, that I dwell on no other subject,

even in your fine city of Corinth, but Jesifs Christ and
him cruciji //."—So much for the first thing imported
in preaching, " not ours-eh es, but Christ Jesus the
Lord," namely, that v,'e are to mj^ke the doctrine of

Christ the great matter of our preaching.

2(1. It is, as if the apostle had said, "we make
not the advancing our worldly interest and reputation,

but the honor and glory of Christ the great end of our
ministration." For it is a very melancholy truth,

there are persons who may have the glorious Redee-
mer for the matter of their sermons, even when the\r

are not in the least swayed by regard to his glory and
honor; but are solely animated by sordid interest and
groveling pride. A [)erson of this character preacher
himself, even when he preaches Christ. Though he
seems to make as if he wanted his hearers should be
in love with his Lord and Master, yet, he chiefly in-

tends thej' should admire himself. When he com-
poses his sermons, he is more solicitous how he shall

touch the passions, please the fancy, and tickle the
ears of his hearers, than how to instruct, than how t©
persuade, than how to break the heart, and espouse
the. sinner to Christ.—That he may be este.emed a

X
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ipaa or learning;, It is orilinarv for him to eloud his

ir»*^-.r.i!i<< uiih slraiige words, with which th^ ears of

the tommon {seojiie j:re not accustoined ; and how ve-

ry olten mistake that which is wondcrfiiVif dark, lor

tiwndrfv.llri deep And that he may he re[)uted a man
ofpiii^j \\e ihids himselC um'.er a necessity of counier-

ftWiu^^ those devout afrections to which he is an entire

stranger. Pride chooses his sui^jects, invents his or-

naments, nnd animates his delivery. What he is

ohiefty desirous to know, when the sermon is over, is

not Avhat tenefit his Ise^rers have rea»>ed, hut what
fire their sentiments aiout himself. 11 he gain theH|>-

planse, and is extolled to the skies, as no ordinary

man, his end is reached, and he blesses himself in his

fancied superiority- unto otlurs. liut, if he shall un-

derstand that they consider him as but an indilfcrent,

ordinary preacher, he is extremely mortified, being

disappointed in his princip;il «im.

How unlike unto this is the cliar-cter of the ser-

vant of Jesus Christ, who is consindned hy his h)ve,

and is willing that he should increase, himself should

decrease ? lie chooses for the orcund of his sermons

those suljecis which wiil pve hiui the l>est opportu-

nity for recommending; Christ Jesus the Lord, ratlier

thin o'i ingratiating; himself with the world, or dis-

plr-ying his own abilities, lie does not clothe his

ideis in sfnvis:'€ words and wiustml language, that he

m..y be admired hy the iirnorant ; but lie choosesi

such expressions as are common antl iutellijrible to

every one, rather than liigh-llown exj)ressions that are

n t generally understood. For, as Augustine says
" an iron key that can open a treasure, is prelerable

to a golden one not titted for the purpose."

He does not atfect new and unheard-of ways of

s-^eaUino;, to illustrate the commonly received doc-

trines of the blessed sfosjiel ; but lie will even abstain

from those phrases that are capable of a d xlfrous in-

terpretation, if they are ofiensive to weak christians.

Be is ever seeking to ad'^pt himself to |
erso!is of

common, rank and capacity ;
''- not many wise men,
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.. ji ...: ..^, iiiigiily, not many noble aro called ;'' ami

he never discovers in his nir, looks, and gesture, con-

temi)t and hiirh disdtiin of those whom he pretends to

instruct, h he slioidd hapjien to win the apj)huise of

the common jicople, he rejoices not greatly in it ; and

ii he miss of their applause, it " is a small matter to

him to be Judged of man's judgment ; he that jndgetk

him is the Lord^'
Though the faithful minister of Jesus Christ will

not aliect a slovenly way of preaching, and descend

to low famiiiarities of diction, t (king his images ami

metaphors from the low and sordid occurrences oi

Jiie, at tije same time he does not hunt after a ijomp-

ous and gaudy diction, or what is styled hy this ai?oS'

tie, '•' the enticing words of man's w isdom." I would
not be thought Trom this observation, to cry down
all study in a mliiister to find out ace ptable ivcrds ;

indeed, to preacli (he Lord Jesus Christ with t'-ue

eloquence, is not inconsistent with the greatest hu-

liiiiity.

We cannot suiiiciently admire tlie eloquence of the

scri:>ture. There is nothing in Homer hintseif that en
rival thesu'dimity oflhesong of Moses, the majesty of

isaiah, thetendernessof .feremiah, or the loitinessof Da-
vid. And then the herd-man Amos is justly considered

by Augustine, in his book of christian doctrine, as a

f;reat pattern of lofty expression. Nor is this peculiar

to the writings of the Okl Testament ; the most sim-

ple writers of the New' Testament want not very
line strokes of eloquence. So mucli did the apostle

Paul excel in this, that he w^as actually taken for Mer-
curius, the god of tloquence, when he was in the towu
of La-^ii I.

But, permit me here to lay down two necessary

cautions to ail the admirers of humnu eloquence in

evangelical discourses. 1. That the etfjcacy of the

doclrine mutit never he ascribed to it. There are too

«i;iny who allow of no other energy in the word but

the moving of the aiiections iy a pathetic orator ;

jvhilo ih^ invisible and irresistible operation of tba d.i-
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Tine Soirit is altogether*for2:otten and despised. '* But
tiiongh Paul should plant, and Apollos should water^
it is !!>od aloae that gives the increase." Thus though
soldiers should burnish their armor, yet, in the day of
battle, they will not wound their enemies because
they glitter upon the day, but because they are of
strong and solid temper. 2. There is a false rhetoric

that men sve very apt to mistake for the true. For,
it is not every person that can fill a discourse with
crowded simiiies, forced conceits, bombastic phrases,

jingling quibbles, swelling sentences,—who may im-
mediateiy lay claim to the character of " Apollos, an
eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures." The
windows that are most daubed with paint give not the
greatest light ; and the trees that are most covered
with leaves bear not always the greatest quantity of
fruit : in like manner, these discourses that are adorn-

ed with the greatest prolusion of ornaments, are not
always the most informing or fruitful.

Sermons that are composed and delivered in this

fal<;r taste, may be known by one of these two marks ;

either they are heard with contempt and disdain, or

they serve only to fdl the hearers' minds with admiration

of the speaker ; but not at all to inspire with the sen-

timents he would inculcate.

To conclude this observation ; the minister of

Jesus Christ, who preaches not himself, considers elo-

quence, and the gospel, as the gift and the altar. It

•was not the sift that sanctified the altar, but the altar

\h\ sanctified the gift : so, it is not eloquence that

sanctifies the gos;>e!, but the gospel that sanctifies

it.

Having finished what I intended, on the first

head of this discourse, which was to enquire into the

im')ort of Pa? l's declaration here, we preach not our-

selves, but ChriH Jesus the Lord, I v/ill now proceed to

enquire,

II. What may he the reasons why everj'' minister

©r Jesus Christ sho!dd make him the great matter an^
end of all his sermons. And,
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I'irsl, as lo ihe reasons why hcsiiouiubs the great

:atter ofour SRrmoiis. As I said before, we are ve-

ry Tar Irom despising rational and moral truths, which
are excelienl in their own nature, and which it may
be very proiitable for a gosnel-ininister to be acquaint-

ed with. The duties oi'the law are also to be preach-

ed, as we said before. But let philosoph}', let monili-

iy beware how they usurp that room which belongs
not unto them. Let them shine in their own tirma-

jneiit ; but let them not presume to aspire to a higher
dignity than they are originally destined unto. Let not
this Reuben seek to ascend his father's bed, lest he lose

his excellency. Let not this Harar presume to Lord it

over her mistress, lest she be cast md. Let not this

woman (philosophy) though extremely talkative,

speak in the church. For, if we make philosophical

disquisifions the subject of our sermons, instead of
Christ, then,

(1.) This is a hi^h indipcnify io him who is the
foundation of all our hoj<es, and our gracious deliv^ereu

from misery and sin. O how dishonorable to Christ,

to esteem 'awj truth more, as it comes from Cicero,
Epictetus, or Mirciis Antonius, than as it comes from
the great proohet of the world ! It is a notable effect

of the atheistical pride of men, who pretend to incul-

cate obedience unto God, to betake themselves to

other rules and directions, as more plain, more fulf,

more eflicacious, than those of the gospel, which are
the teachings of Christ himself. How reproachful is

it to Christianity^ for a pretended preacher of it, to pre-

fer those topics that are common to it with ail othei-

religions, to these by which it is peculiarly distin-

guished from them !
" Do you thus requite the Lord,

O foolish and unwise !"

(2.) As it is the height of shameful ingratitude,

so it is utL'rh/ unprcjUahlc to ihe hearers ; fo." the great
end of preaching never can be reached by such dis-

courses. The pJiiloscphical haraneurr can neithei* 1e-

form the judgment, nor affect the heart.
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Be cannot inform the judocmeiit ; even the truths

he tettches ^ve nai ?«^tislactory to the mind, when Se-

par.ited irom _ hrist, who is the true light, thai en-

llii:h!enelh every man that cometh into the world.

—

In Chi'ist alone, all the lines oi truth do centre. la
him only they have a firm consistence. If truJi is

not lesraed, as it is in Jtsits, the mind remains in mid-
wight darkness ; f.nd. after a long course of attendance,
on snch instructions, one may I e as ignorant as a
heathen in the knowledge oi snlvation. Who knows
not how the great masters of philosoi>hy have lost

themselves in endless <lisMutes about the nature of

inordity and moral obligation ? And what is the

rer^son ; they scorn the aid of revelation, which would
furnish them an eisy solution to many |)er|)lexing ques-

tions. " Proiessing themselves to lie wise, they he-

came fools."—^Trnly if you take Christ out of the bi-

ble, ike bilif its If \\\\\ be but an inconsistent compo-
ijition ; and ne could no more expect to derive from

it the satisfactory knowledge of any divine truth what-

soever. The blindness of the modern Jews, bears

witness unto this : who, though they have the scrip-

tures of the Old Testament among their hands : yet,

not finding Christ in them, they are almost as ab-

surd in their doctrinal system, as the very heathens

themselves.

Fe cannot affect the heart ; for, ns professors of

relinoii, that have no union with Christ, are but

withered brandies; so truths, even of relirion, when
se a rated from him, are but dry and sapless sf>ecula-

tions. Christ is the fountain o! truth; and when wa-

ter is separated from the fountain, it will soon gather

putreraction, and turn into a puddle. If any sJ»ould

be of the mind, thi'.t to reform the world, the best way-

would he, to preacli the moral truths, and leave out

the peculiar doctrines of Christianity from our ser-

mons; I beseech them seriously to consider the fol-

lowing- queries. If such discourses are the most ha-

bile means of reforming: the world ; why did not the

greut moraliste of the Gentiles reform the world?

—
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Yea, why did ihey not re.orm themselves from the

gross irregularities oi' their own lives, y re-a-jc tig

their o'.vii re;ine(i notions into practice? Why «lid

the a-'ostles mike a cruciiied Jhrist the theme of their

sermaiis ? Why did they not rather preach th€ /T at

bcautij of virtue; the srrat di miti/ of hitman natim?—
Then would the offence oi" the cross have ceased :

—

then woiild they not have sutfered persecution. W<is

it i>y ;)reaching oi" moral truths, the apostles captiva-

ted the world to the o!iedience of faith, trium; hed

over their inveterate j)re|udices, their deep roaied

iusls, and vicious propensities ? Was it thus they

iaid the axe to the root, that wickedness niit^hi lie

broken as a tree ? Wds it thus they |>revailed aa: iast

ihe emperor's sword, and the wit of the pliiloso her?

No, surely. The world was not reformed !^y moral

iiar ui2:uer3 in the days of the apostles ; and have v.'e

any reason to conclude, that such discotn-ses will !)e

more successful in our days? On the contrary; is

there not aljuadant reasoji to think, that God, wh j is

jealous of his iVlediaLor''s glory, will not bless such
sermons with success ?

Let me here then address every such preacher,

in the words of a modern author: "' Had you ; li the

refined science of Plato and Socrates, and all the

skill of morals attained unto bj^ Zeno, Senect, or

E 'ictetus : were you furnished with all the flowing

oratory of Cicero, ;ad the thunder of Demosthenes:
were all these talents united in one man, and you the

person so richly endowed; and could you em;>!oy

them in evei'y sermon you jjreach, you could have no
re >son to ho ;>e that you could convert or save uue
soul, wi)5le you leave the gospel entirely out of v^.-ur

discourses." Such )reachers can neither save them-
selves, nor them that hear them. Aai\ as they are

" waikinic in iW. ligh; of their own 'ire, and in sparks

that thej^ have kindle.) ;" is there rjpt groun<l to fear,

that "this siiall {h^y have at the hand of God ? thgy

sh '• lif' dovn in sorrow.— my s,v!;, come n:>t i'T.:>\r

^to their secret ; be not united uuij their assemi^;}' t'^'
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Poor will be the compensation, and pitiful the re-

ward oi" those ;>reacher8, who leave out, Christ in theit-i

se.'mons, to he complimented by uabelievers as mea
oi distinrriiishfd parts and superior ahiliiies : for, thou2;h

they gained the applause oi infidels, " what is theii

hop^ when God taketh away their sou! ?"

And w hat we have said of the philosophical haran-
^•WT, we may also atSrm of the le^ai drdaimer, ^vh»^
inculcates the precepts of the law, w^ithout poiii ing"

forth iesus Christ as " the end of the law for righteous-

ness." Though indeed, in the law, righteousness is

revealed
; yet the gospel is the only ministration vi' it>

The law may demand righteousness, iiut the gospel
confers it. When the law comes, the soul may in-

deed die, but sin revives ; hut when the gospel conies,

the soul revives, and sin dies. It was not without a
mystery, that Moses coald not lead the chosen seed
into the prolnised land; for, though the natural force
of the law is not alaid^ (as it is said of Moses,) " it i»

become weak through the flesh to give life ;" and it ir
the ;.rovince of Jesus Christ alone, (the true Joshua,)

to give us re St.

To conclude, then: this is the sum of v. hat I

have said :
'' Suppose a minister should come forth,

armed with all the literature of the schools, and all

tlie thun.iers of Sinai, he will he but like David in

Sana's armor, unable to do any execution; neither

will he work anj^ salvation in the earth.—But Christ

Jesus jhe Lord, like the small stone taken out of the
brook of the scrij)tures, lights with a vengeance into

the forehead of every high thing that woaid defy the
armies of the living God."

2d. I will now say a few things about mnkin^
Christ Jesus the Lord, the great end of our ministry.

And I cannot sufficiently exj^ress the great iniquity,

absurdity, and dinger of having no other end in our
preaching, but to advance our own interest, or gain
the applause of men.

Consider, (1.) bov creat a sin it is. is it ihus

n^ resemble " the meek*ad lowly Jesus, who sought
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Hot his ©Wti gloiy, but his that sent him ?" Is it thiu.i

we requite the condescending Savior, " who made
himself of no reputation," by snatching at the honors

belonging to him alone ? Indeed, where pride and
self are wholly predominant, it argues a little grovel-

ing sou!, destitute of the grace of God. Neither is it

in the power of any person, who is wholly iuauenced
by them, to do so much as one hour's faithful service

unto God.

(2.) Consider, that the folly is equal to the sin.

For, pride and self are vices which very commonly
Lave the peculiar happiness of di6ap[)oin{ing their

own schcm.es. Alas ! if pride is our sovereign ])nnci*-

pie, if applause is our ultimate end, how miserably

will we be disappointed ? Fame is a shadow ; if you
pursue it, it will fly. Fame is a bubble; if you grasp

it, it will break.—Full often the ambitious preacher

stands confest to the discerning christian ; arid, in-

stead of the vain-glory he is so passion-'itely fond of,

he meets with that contempt which he so richly de-

serves. For this love of fame, or desire of vain-^lory,

4ike the ointment of the right h^nd, betrayeth itself.

For, there is something of that genuine simplicity ia

the voice, air, and gesture of him who is animated by
the love of Christ, which the false pretender ci^nnot

imitate by his utmost art. Kencc it is very (n-riiii^ry

for such a preacher, to seem to be all in raptures,

when his audience is not in the least aiTected. For,

he throws out his vehemenc}' at very improper pl^ceg,

and without discretion, v/hich renders him extremely

contemptible.

(3.) Consitler, lastly, tlie damcerGiis consequences^

both to minister and people, that may attend npoa
such a method of preaching as this. It is not at all

to be supposed, that a minister of this ambitions turn

of mind will be countenanced of God in the disch:'.rgo

of his ministerial function, seeing h/- resisteth the prcud.

And though he should he so far assisted, by the com-
mon influences of the Spirit, as to acnuit hirnseli in

the external duties of his oiSce, to the approbatioa o-
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men ; yea, though Ins labors shauld i)e cron'iied witii

success, in convening and cdiiying the heuers; yet
sure I am, it is not at all so probable thrtl this will be
the case, as if he were of the contrary teniijcr; for, ke

gives L'-race zmto the humblr.

But let us farther, suppose, that he should be iini-

versally esteemed among men, and his labors crowned
Mith more thim or<lin;iry success; yet still he cannot
he a|)proved of God, nor he entitled nnto that glorious

reward provided for his faithful servants, who " serve

him with their s-drits, in the 2:os^el of his Son." How
shi.ll proud ministers enter these blest abodes, where
proud angels could not st 'v ?

But, on the other hnd, when a minister of the

gos;)el hiS it for his undivid.eji aim, to advance tJie ho-

nor of his glorious Lord and Master; such is the ffood-

ne-;s of GoiX^ that he will not ovdln.srily suller h.is re-

})u:at!on to sink, even .miung men; for tiiis is hia de-

termined melbod of procedure, in the general course

of providence, that " he that humbleth himself shall

be exalted." And (hoiigli his labors should not prove
so iuccessful as could be wished, or tbougli Israel be

not o'hthered, y^i v/ili he be glorious in the eves of

the Lt>rd.

111. A few obvious reiieclions, or inferences,

from what hath been said, shall sh;it up this discourse.

An J,

1st. We may be inioinied, whence it comes
about, that the ;vU >lic st.ite of religion amongst us, is

at such H low pass, in the day and time wherein our

lot is c >st. O Lord, said the devout sister of Mary, ij

then kiflst been here, my broiitrr had not died, John xi,

21. So may I say, " hadst thou, O Lord, been in the

sermons of our modern prej-chers, there Would not
have been so many dead souls i'l our congregations ;

and so man}"^ on tbe very S^'ink of giving Uj) the ghost."

It is reported, there are seen in the mines, a kind of

sj-irits or fairies who imitate real workmen, and see;ii

lo l>e very busy in every nart ol their work : but, inler

al'. tberc i^ nothing done. These beings, whether
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Ifal or imnglnary, are hut too just eniMems ©f all

preachers who k'.n e Chris-t .Jesus theLoni oat oi their

ela! oiMle corriiJO^Uions. I^et thern he ever so 1 usy^

they fire busy about nothing.
^

1 have no intention to insult over any jjersou

"whatsoever; nor to dei res? any order oi men, witli a
view to raise, the character of a particuhir party. Let
such unworthy* views he iar removed from us. Kut, is

it not a melnnclioly truth ? (sorry shotiul we he there

is so much ground lor saying it,) is it not a nieh»ncho»

ly truth, I say, that too many preachers of our time

have not the Lord Jesus, either for iht^'ir inatt'r or aidi'

Is not he tiie stGiie rcjfctcd Ly the iuildirs, th.oi'.gh he

be the lund cf the ccrnr? Are there not many
preichers who are perhaps better versed in classic aii^

thors thrtii in the holy scriptures ?

Folite apostatesfrotn God's grace, lo 7vii.

Ifow much reason to fear, lest a pretended ra-*

tional religion hath obtained amonq; us ; little diiierent

(Vom deism, and having scarce any relation to Christ

Jesus the Lord ? Some publish philosophical inqui-

ries and moral disquisitions, and cdl them sermons :

Into wuit times are we fallen !—And even the more
serious pari ol" the ministry are hut too much slri.n-

gers, in many |)laces, to the evangelical method ol"

winning souls to Christ. " For IMoses hath" (I will

not say in every synagogue, hwl) "in many syna-

gogues, them that preach him, every sabbath-day."-—

As in the days of this apostle, the two great comjieti-

tors with the doctrine of Jesus Christ, were, the |)hi-

lo^o; hy oi" the Gentiles, and the ceremonies of the

Jews; so in the days wherein we live, his two great

rivals seem to be, " the boasted light of nature, and
the imiieriect works of the law."

Ann will it not require an extraortlinary chintj'

for us to think of mf»ny preachers in our day, ihit

they have the glory of Christ, and the salvation of

gttuls for their great end, who will intrude themselves
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upon reclaiming congregations, in fiat coniradictloii

to hH the principles, both of religion and generosity^
What can be more evident from the word of God,
ihan that it is the province of the chuich-niembers, to

esect and nominate her OAvn olficers ? Acts vi, 6.

—

We read, indeed, of the centurion who built the Jews
a synaprc^tie : but not that he Rcfed as a patron, to {sre-

«ent a teacher unto it, thou2:h he might have pleaded
a power of doing it u])on a better foundation tiian any
modern I'atron. Yen, is it not an encroachment upon
the very rights of mankind, and the liberties of a free

people? You may, indeed, choose your lawyer, or

your physician, but not youi* minister: No; this be-

longs to the patron of the parisi-i, no matter whether
he be a heretic, or a nrofane person, or a bitter enemy
of the church : if be has money enough to purchase
this right of presentinsr, no other qualification is requi-

site in the least. Perhaps he has some friend to grati-

fy ; and therefore he ajithoritatively presents a person
yo': never saw, nor beard of, or a person whom you
would not willins-ly fake for your i astor. But, if you
m'ilter or reclaim, then .vou must be lield for a sedi-

tions or schismatical set of men, that can be pleased

iviih nothing. Alns! how shall a patron be a proper

juiige of the person who is to take the charge of my
Boul, when there are too many patrons that have no
concern for their own souls.

Pardon me, if I say, that it is a custom shocking

to common sense, as welTas diametrically opposite to

the rules of the word of God. x'\nd whether it has

ever tended to promote religion, neace, and unity in

the church, let experience declare and testify.

I know indeed, there is a very strons: exceptftu

to all we have said on this head, which is considered

by very many, as an irrefragable arsrument for comj>li-

ance with the present method of settlinsr vacant con-

greg-tions. And it is this: "That the settling of

congreo:ations by presentations is accordins: to law j

and there is no other wRv'of obtaining a settlement,

but by accepting a presentation. Indeed, this arg"-
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Kient is so convincing, that I would ncl so iniicli as

attempt to make any rejily, were I also convinced^

tiiat religion is a thing merely pQiiiicaU and that we
need not })ay any regard to the rides of the wonl, ex-

cept in so far as Ihey com.^ort with a present civil ad-

ministration.^ But the argument happens unluckily

quite to enervate itself, by proving more than is ne-

cessary.—For, it wonld also prove, that the pleuding

of the Jews, in another case, Wcis strong and valid;
" we have a lav;, -jad by our law he ought to die."

—

And here a large field might be opened for just invec-

tives, against tliose |)ersons, who with their utmost

eiforls promote this antichristian usurpation, and yet

are always deciarins: against divisive courses: though

nothing can be more evident, than that they them-
seives are tr-king ail possi'^le methods to rend and di-

vide the poor church : vQi they will not take with the

^' It is net krrchy intend d in the least to distil dis-

Ici/zl principles r.ito the minds of any^ or tofotnmt disaf'

fction to the present civil ccGi;rnmcnt. Every body knoiv$

that tlie persons ivuo complain of pairoiiaoes, as a icriev-

ojice, are as firm friends to his truij sty, and the protes-

tant succissicn, as any suhj cts 'whatsoever. Yea, it is

iKry well known that the yol'c ofpatrcnaere was n-rexth (h

about the iieck of this church, at a time when the sti'&

ministry inclined to Jaco'dtism, in the latter end of qu n
Anrzh- reixn, in rcscntmnt to the seal for the Hancri'-
anfamily, which was sJien)-^d, at that time, by the church

of Scot 1.1 nd : of this his late majesty kinp!- Georpce I. a as
so sensible, that wk>n application mas madefor a redr s9

of this grievance, an act was passed, in the year 1719,
mikiiiz the presentee's acceptance mcessary to the van-li^

ty cf the presentatiie. And if it had net oren for those

mm, ivho acted such a mean part, as to snatch at present

iations, wherever they could chiain them, ivithout the hart
rr-rtrd to the inclinatior.s cf the p'^ople, this church hod

n, by that favorable act, restored t^ their former pri^
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and di-rijiou Hgninst such as adhere io those {/liiici-

ples, which are presently prolessed and authorised by
tlie iundhmental laws oi this land.

But if t us rather talk oi" this unjxvateiul subject ia
ihe siyle o\ lamentation. " O Lord, thou hast reject-

ed iud scattered as; thou liast been justly disi)leased :

return unto us, O God." How de{)lora!de is it, that

t^iis enormous grievance, so heaviiy coni;>htined o* hy
the greatest part of serious ministers j-nd peoi-Ie in

this national church ; and even inconsistent with the

Tery fundnmental articles oi' the union oi the two na-
tions,^ shoaki not only be patienti}'^ submitted unio by
the prevailing party in our jiuiicatories ; but consikiei--

cd by them, ralher as a i>rivile2;e, than a burden.

lio we not seem to be in love wiih our fetters ? 1 o^v

easy were it {'or our judicatories, quite to enervate the

p.itronage act, if they had a mind so to do, by j^frobi-

biiing the accepting of present.dions, which no law,

presently in being, forbids to be done ? I'ow have
our " hands mule the snares wlierewith we are

Criught?" is there not abundant reasons to think

that God is s-iving, "I will not return to my phiCCo

until they acknowledge their iniquity ?"

Last'i/, You th:it 'are gosi-el hearers and fellow-

christiaus niny also be inormed, from the doctrine we
liive taught, what should be your aim, in your aiien-

dance upon divine ordinances. As it should be our

great design, to preach Christ ; so it is yours to learn

* hi the (id passed hy the Scotch parliament^ 16^/8

Jan. 1707, ratijkd by the. English parliammt^ March
Itii, insuin'r^ it is enacted^ '' that the true proteslant rcU^

gicn^ afi pr'senily proff-ssed within this kin<dom, with ihe

Tvcrship^ disciphnc, and ^ovcrm?nnt of this churchy should

continuf wiikoul aiicraiion in all succccdimjc a ent rations."^

Now, it is evident the settlinsc cf kirks ly p^cscntatif^ns,

contrary to the jvill of the people, was a very malcriai aU
"Hralim in the goveniiiicnt (f the chnrch.



267

Christ. Though the minjj^ter should preSch Chn&t

ert I- so much ; unless you learn Christ, you do \vhat

lies ill your power to make him labor in vain, and

,«; end iiis strength lor nought. Aias ! for the unjiro-

fjialde, negligent, and warilon hearing of the Avoid,

that prevails at this day anil time ! Christ Jesus the-

Lord is the great subject oi osir sermons; and a noji&

theme he is, indeed, to expatiate upon. In his name,

and by his authority, we preach to you the gos})el oZ

your salvation : and, Vy'O ! wo unto us, if vve have not

his glory for our ultimate end; if it is ordy your ap-

plause we are seeliing after. Yet, are there not many"

hearers, who come to hear the minister preach ; not

as thoL*gh he were to preach Christ, }3ut as though he

were to preach himself? It is not, that they mny he-

acquainted Avith the Christ, whom the minister

preaches; but that they may he acquainted Avith the

jninisler that preaches him ; that they may know
ivh-it he Avill say upon such a subject ; and hoAv he
will acquit himself upon such an occasion.

But, my brethren, if Ave are Avhat Ave profess t&

be, it is neither your applause we a^-e courting, nor do
we drertd yoar censure, in the faithful discharge of

tliat ministry Ave have received of the Lord, to fulfil

it ; and if you do not learu Christ Jesus, and the truth

as it is in him, though you should commend us ever

so much, it Avili be but a poor compensation of our la-

hors. V/e beseech you, therefore, to forget us alto-

gether, and to consider principally the rriCssp.ge Ave

bring ; for truly it is " wdrihy of ail acceptance :—for

Tve preach Clirist Jesus the Lord," as the only all-suf-

ficient Savior, every Avay adapted to your need, Avhat-

sociver you are. Art thou a foclish sinner ? We^ »

'' preach Christ Jesus the Lord, as made of God, unto
Tou, wisdcm.''' Art thou a mlly sinner ? AVe
-' pre;< ch Christ Jesus the Lord, as made of Csod, unto
you, rii^kt-o:(S7i€ss.'"—Art thou an zinhcly and polhitcd

sinner ? We " preach Christ Jesus the Lord, as made
ef (aod, unto you, sanciijica'icn.^''—Art thou a misera-

hk and caj^live siuner ? We *' preach Christ Jesus
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the Lord, as made of God, complete redfrnption.^-^
At\ thou a hard hearted sinner ? \\ e " preach Christ
Jes'is the Lord, a Prince and Savior, exaltetl to give
unto Tou rcpjitmce."'—Art then a diseased sinner?
T>'e '' preach Christ Jesus the Lortl, as the Balm ia
Gilead, and the Ph* sician there."—Art thou a d ad
and lifdcss sinner? We " jireach Christ Jesus the
LonJ, as the rcsiirredicn and the lije."'—Sinners of
every nation of the world ; of every station of life ; of
every sex and age; sinners ol every size and temper;
we " preach Christ Jesus the Lord," as <jod's great
erdinuncc for your salvation.

And we testify and declare, that if any of yoa
shall perish, it shall not be for want of a Savior.—And
if you will not hear, but will des,iise this Christ Jesus
the Lord, whom we preach, saying, " how shall this

Di4n save us V then be it at your peril ; for, '' ho\r
shall ye escape, if you nee:lect so greiit salvation ?"

—

An\\ whether you embrace the Savior or not, kno^r,
th.it tlie election shall obtain ;

'- As many as are or-

dained to eternal li!e, shall believe, and purify their

heart in ohpying the trt th, through the Spirit.—Ye
see your cdl-'insr, brelhren; hor>- that not many wise,
after the ficsh ; not .many mighty, not many noble,
are called. Cut God hath chosen the FooLisntliings
of the world, to conl'ound the wise. Ke hath chosen
the WEAK things of tliis world, to confound the things

that are mighty ; the base things of the world, and
things that are despised, hath God chosen; yea, and
things which are >ot to bring to nought things that

ARE ; that no Jle=>h should zlory in his pnscnce.—For
we j.-reacb Christ Jesus the Lord; to the Jews a stum-

hiing-Hlofk, and to the Greeks, foolishness : but to

them that are called, bolh Jews and Greeks, Christ,
the POWER of God, and the wisDij:.! of God."'

THE CHARGE TO THE MINISTER.

Dear Brclher,

THE work and o'Tice to which you are now se-

parated aad Cttlled, to serve God ia tie gosiici ©f his
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Sou, as a miaisier anil a witne??, is indeed very ?reat

and iDi;.'Ortant. According to the judgment of an

apostle; "who is sufficient for these tilings?'' 2 Cor.

ii, 16. "but your suiiiciency is of God,*' and your re-

ward is with him.— I sh dl suggest but a very ;ew

things unto you, relative to your deportment in that

ehar icter wherewiih you are nov/ clothea. And, " I

beseech you to suMer the word oi" exhortation," which

I desire also to take to myself.

- First ot all, I would say uttto you ; let it be youf

resolution, with the a|>ost!e. to " preach not yonrselQ^

but Christ Jesus the Lord."—3Iake the pecjjliar tioc-

trines of Christ, your great theme. Let the blessed

Jesus live n on your li{»s, and reign in all your minis-

trations. Though profane wits should scoif, and call

you babbit t\ still let your sermons be a savor of Christ

in every jd-ice. This lovely name wili adtl unt<?

them an ornament of grace. This, dear brother, will

m :ke your lirs like " lilies, dropping sweet-smelling

myrrh." O what a noi^le theme have we to enlarge

upon ! a theme not unworthy of angels and arch-an-

gels. Even these glorious beings desire to pry into

the profound mysteries of reve'ation. Christ is th3-

great su'ject of the scri[>tures ; why should he not be

the great su'iject of our sermons ? The scrrijitures are

the rinr ; Christ is the diamond. The scrijitures are

(he circle; Christ is the centre. The scriptures are

the/ W; Christ is the treasure hid in that field. The
scri tures are the box; Christ is the spiknard. The
sen itures are the buildinr ; Christ \s the foundaticn.

The scriiV.ures are the body ; Christ is tiie soul.—
"What is the Old Testament, but Christ ccnceakd

?

—
Vhat is the New Testament, but Christ rcrtold/—
Make the slory oi Christ your ereat end. Seek not

your own glory, but the glory of him that sent you.

—

You have Christ for your examr-le. If any *-i-er of

ju*ide should uistea unon oi.'r hand, let us speedily

shake it o?T by repentance and deep abasement. O
how vain is the breath of ponulnr applause ! how soore

will the /?;cni 7?-ffn/ buzz of renown ex'^ire :nd cease.,

wliea our rest together shall be in the dust?^

Y 2
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And that you may '' preach Christ Jcisiis liu

Lord," vviih the greaier success; seek to maintain
feiiov»>bi-j ^vith him, and to taste, yourseh', the sweet-
ness oi the divine truths concewiing; him you are to

dt ci.ire unto your h.earers. When his name shall be
as ointmaitjGurcdforth unto your own sou!, with Avhat

Failures oi" deiigid, will you spread it abroiul unto
oslitrs ! O ! divi we have the thorough persuasion,

the scit;d)le imjjression oi" the truths we deliver ; how
would heavenly -eloquence flow irom our tongue !

—

" For, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speiiketb."' Would we {'ollow the direction which
this maxim of our Lord wouUi hint unto us, I have of-

ten thouglit it would be a better way to attain the
perfection of eloquence, than by a strict attend-

ance to the precepts of the greatest masters of elo'

Oation.

Eui I must not forget, likewise to put you lit

mind, that you are to preach by your life, as well ae

by your doctrine. It is not suiiicient, we give God
your tongue; tor he says, " my son, give me thine

heart." Let your life be a commentary on wh;>t yoa
precch. Endeavor, not only to avoid all Just censure,

as much as possible ;
" but let your conversation lie

adorned with whatsoever things are holy ; wbotsoe-
Ter things are lovely ; whatsoever things are of good
report. Let your light so shine before men, that oth-

ers, seeing your good works, may glorit^y jour heaven-
ly Father ; and those of the contrary i»art may be
ashamed, when they Sjteak evil of you falsely for his

nr*me's«ake. IJethouap exam: le \o the believers, in

word and conversation, in cb irity and s-iirit, in faith

and 'jurity. L give the charge in the sight of God,
that thou keep this comniiindment without spot, unre-

buka!»!e, until the appearing of our liord Jesus Christ :

and when the chief shepherd shall appear, yon
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth aot a,-

way.''
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rrCU AETICE TO THE CONGREOATIOik%

I WILL noAV say a feAV things to you, my bretri--

ren, of this congregation, toucliing the tluties yoii eve
unto your [)astor, who is, I hoj>e, the Lord's anoiiiied

unto yoiJ. You have, this day, seen with your eyes,

his solemn separation to the work ol the ministrj^; and,
I trust, it is the answer oC m.ui}'^ prayers lodged at a
throne of grace, in Itehalf of this event. "• Receive him
therefore in the Ijord, with all giadnese." And ifyoa
would really profit under the ordinances dis;#ense(i hj
him, I olTer you the following advices :

" yet not I^

but the Lord."
First of all. See that you love, esteem, and re-

rerence yoiw minister. It is natural for us to heark-

en to the instructions of those we love and value ;

while on the other hand, wc are jjrejudiced against

the ?<e8t instructions of a '^erson who is the ohject of

ourcontem{»t or hatred. Be assured of it, your edifi-

cation is at an end, when you cense to reverence and
love him. It has [rleased the s;-irit of God to adorn
the ministers of the word with very distinguishing and
lionorahle e^'ithets. They are the " stewards of th&
Biystefies of God ; the lights of the world; the salt of
the earth ; the angels ; the fathers ; the overseers ;

the rulers ol the church ; the ambassadors of God and
of Christ. Let a man, therefore, so account of th^tn,

and esteem them very high in love, for their works'

Sb«l<e." 1 do not say that all persons, of* whatsoever
chnracter, are to re esteemed and reverenced, if tisey

have the nrme of ministers ; for, if they.be unjust

stewards, extinguished lights, unsavory salt, fallen an-

gels, unnatural fathers, negligent h.isho; s, tyrannical

rulers, and tre -cherous ambassadors, " God's soul

jothes them, ami their soul also abhors him," Zach.
si. ?> ; nor do his ; eoi;ie owe them reverence.

—

YvA in

so : u* as J^our minister acts Uj^ to those sacred cli *rt c-

ters (which, I hose, he will, Ihro'ish gr;;ce, be ena' led

to do) you owe unto him not only civil honor, I'Ut a
religious res 'cct ; and " he thiit despiceth, de3|)i3etli'

Rot man, but God,'*
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Tn the next place, siji>niit yourselres unio yotir

ninlsU^i-, and o ay ihein that have the rule over you;
for, ihey " watch lor your souls, as they that must £^ive

an -iccount; that they may do it with joy, and not
ivifh grief, lor that is un!)rontab!e for you." Be not

as them that lay snares lor " him that rejtroveth in

the g ite, and make a man an offender for a word."

—

When 3'ou re:sair to the place oi tlie holy, let it l^eyour

resolution to " he:ir what the Lord will speak." Da
not niereiy |>ro;!Ose to amuse and divert yourselves;
but submit your consciences to the power oi" the word.

Though the authority o' church-oificers, as the anibas-

sailers of Christy is sneered at by some in these times^

yet it is certain there can he no proiitabie he irjng,

Tvilhout a due regard unto it. AVhen, like the he uers

of Paul, you receive your minister as an ans^ei of

God, and even as .lesus Christ, it will be imj^ossi-

ble lor you not to |>ay a suita'ile cleference unto the

messp.ire he brings, thouj^h it should encroach upoa
yo •»• lusts, or reprove particular parts of your con-

due.
As touchins worldly maintenance, my brethren,

you have no need 1 should say much unto you : for

yo'irselves know, that it is a maxim of our Lor^l, that
" the laborer is worthy of his meat ;" and that it is

the rule of his apostle, " that as they who served at

tlie iltar did live I y the altar," so they who preach

ihe jros el should live by the gospel. Brethren, if

yo 1 snould-sUiVer your niinisler to entangle himself

i\f*h the carkilng c<nes of this life, it were not only an
injury done to him, but to your own selves. For,

h;t,v should he ^ive himself wholly to these thiui2:s,

which are ihe proper business o! his calling, il the

Ciues (<f this li!e should be suueied, through your
ne^riieeuce, to divert ;ind -eriilex his mind ? It is true

indeed, ministers of the gospel must not be " greedy
dogs that can never have enough." WhaUpity is it,

if fiy " give occasion toihe eneinies of the Lor*! to

bl IS heme," by b-etriyino; a merceutry s irit, or cove-

tous turn of mind. Nevertheless, the minister of Je-
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BUS Christ ean produce (if he were to insist upon it) not

only a civil, but a religious right unto his uoritily

niHintenance. Nor can it admit of the smallest doul.t,

that where there is a real esteem of the gospel, or

any proiiting by it, "he who is taught in the v>ord,

will cojnmiinicale unto him that teacheth in all lood
things." But there is no occasion lor me to iubisL up-

on this.

Let me farther exhort you, my brethren, that ye
rather seek to proiit by your minibter, than to be la-

nviliar with him. Do not mistake me ; I do not at

all mean but you may and ought to be iamiliar with

your minister, and he with you ; the meanest of you
not excepted. But, there are some who j'lrce a great

t:eal more than they should, in being familiar with

ministers, never regarding whether their souls are

prospering by the means of grace or not ; and it is

usual for such persons to make them uunecessary vi-

sits, to tlie great wasting of their time. Time if. the

most precious of treasures ; and it is much to be re-

gretted, that we should suifer such large portions ol' it

to lie idle, and v.iihout any improvement. Ejt minis-

ters' time is still more ])reci*)us than any other {ler-

soii's whose work is not so important. And thereibre,

christian prudence, doubtless, will direct you to m; ke
your visits short, when you have not some particular

thing to talk about.

Prayer for your minister is another i\uty I would
earnestly recommend unto you. " Brethren, pr^y for

bim, that utterance may be given unto him th it he
may Oj)en his mouth boldly, and make known the
mystery of the gos? el, as he ought to speak." I'is

work is difficult, and (here is no doubt but he will

meet with various trials and discouragements in the
faithful discharge of his ofRce. On this account he is

entitled to your prayers for him, always when you
pray for yourselves Besides, il he act suital-le to his

proessioii I nd character (as there is ground to bo e
will '-e the case) he will pray for you,andy!!U oughi ia
return, t9 pray ier him. 1 he better it iarcs with your
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Hiinister's sou], your own ediricaiion will be the more
promoted. When, therefore, you praj (or him, you
are upon the matter praying ior j ourselves, and agent-

mg jour own- cause. There are many unruly and
Tain talkers, who mnke no other improvement oT the

ordinances on which they attend, but to censure or

npplaud the s;.»eaker. As to praijin:i: for the minister
" with all prayer and supplication," they are utterly

ijnrK-quainted with it.—Alae ! they cannot pray ior

themselves; how can they pray for another ! But,

mj hretiiren, let it not be so among 3'ou. Pray with-

mtl ccasino-. When yon psur out your Sj)irits to God
in prayer, it is likely that God will |)Our out his Spirit

to you in hearing.—See, that tor the perrormance of
every duty, ye make constant believing improvement
ei' Christ Jesus the Lord, ivhon nc preach. *' The Lord
make you to increase and abound in love, one towards
another."

" And, (inally, my brethren, I commend you t3

God, and to the word oihis grace, that is a'de to build

joM u;), ?Hid to give you an inheritaace amoug them
that are sanctilied."—A:i£N.

f^ns'iis.
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