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Short Science Fiction Collection Vol. 038 

Science Fiction is speculative literature that generally explores the consequences of ideas which are roughly 

consistent with nature and scientific method, but are not facts of the author’s contemporary world. The stories often 

represent philosophical thought experiments presented in entertaining ways. Protagonists typically “think” rather 

than “shoot” their way out of problems, but the definition is flexible because there are no limits on an author’s 

imagination. The reader-selected stories presented here were written prior to 1962 and became US public domain 

texts when their copyrights expired. (Summary by Gregg Margarite). Book Coordinator: Gregg Margarite; Dedicated 

Proof-Listener: Wendel Topper; Meta-Coordinator/Cataloging: Lucy Burgoyne. Total running time: 07:52:52. 

 Duel on Syrtis by Poul Anderson, read by Gregg Margarite – 00:44:17 

 Foundling on Venus by John & Dorothy de Courcy, read by Melissa Strube – 00:18:07 

 The Gate to Xoran by Hal K. Wells, read by Martin Sullivan – 00:37:13 

 Let There Be Light by Horace Brown Fyfe, read by Bellona Times – 00:15:49 

 Manners of the Age by Horace Brown Fyfe, read by Mark Nelson – 00:37:54 

 No Strings Attached by Lester del Rey, read by Gregg Margarite – 00:29:24 

 Prison of a Billion Years by C. H. Thames, read by Mark Nelson – 00:24:05 

 Remember the Alamo! by T. R. Fehrenbach, read by Bill Mosley – 00:32:42 

 The Salesman by Waldo T. Boyd, read by ravenotation – 00:07:59 

 The Star by H. G. Wells, read by Heather Phillips – 00:30:42 

 Time Enough At Last by Lynn Venable, read by Roger Melin – 00:16:56 

 The Tree of Life by C. L. Moore, read by Gregg Margarite – 01:10:19 

 The Unnecessary Man by Randall Garrett, read by NickNumber – 00:42:12 

 We Didn't Do Anything Wrong, Hardly by Roger Kurkendall, read by fatima – 00:10:45 

 World Beyond Pluto by C. H. Thames, read by Mark Nelson – 00:54:28 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For more information 

or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. The cover material by NASA/JPL-Caltech (2005). This file is in the public domain because it 

was created by NASA & ESA. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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