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Short Science Fiction Collection Vol. 039 

Science Fiction is speculative literature that generally explores the consequences of ideas which are roughly 

consistent with nature and scientific method, but are not facts of the author’s contemporary world. The stories often 

represent philosophical thought experiments presented in entertaining ways. Protagonists typically “think” rather 

than “shoot” their way out of problems, but the definition is flexible because there are no limits on an author’s 

imagination. The reader-selected stories presented here were written prior to 1962 and became US public domain 

texts when their copyrights expired. (Summary by Gregg Margarite). Book Coordinator: Gregg Margarite; Dedicated 

Proof-Listener: Wendel Topper; Meta-Coordinator/Cataloging: Lucy Burgoyne. Total running time: 06:30:28. 

 2 B R 0 2 B by Kurt Vonnegut Jr., read by Dennis Lane Pretoria – 00:19:32 

 Accidental Death by Peter Baily, read by scoutman77 – 00:18:53 

 The Altar at Midnight by C. M. Kornbluth, read by Mark Nelson – 00:16:40 

 Beyond Lies the Wub by Philip K. Dick, read by Sean Randall – 00:19:50 

 Derelict by Alan E. Nourse, read by Mark Nelson – 00:49:12 

 Droozle by Frank Banta, read by Tim Casey – 00:16:07 

 Duel on Syrtis by Poul Anderson, read by Tim Casey – 00:39:46 

 Filmer by H. G. Wells, read by Gregg Margarite – 00:44:13 

 Forever by Robert Sheckley, read by Gregg Margarite – 00:22:57 

 Home Is Where You Left It by Adam Chase, read by Mark Nelson – 00:31:52 

 It's a Small Solar System by Allan Howard, read by TedVO – 00:07:48 

 The Second Voice by Mann Rubin, read by Hannah Harris – 00:28:25 

 Success Story by Robert Turner, read by Bellona Times – 00:11:03 

 Tape Jockey by Tom Leahy, read by Bellona Times – 00:16:44 

 This World Must Die by Horace Fyfe Brown, read by Sean Randall – 00:47:26 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For more information 

or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. The cover material by ESA and the PACS, SPIRE & HSC Consortia (2010). This file is in the 

public domain because it was created by NASA & ESA. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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