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THE ANIMAL KINGDOM.

INTKODUCTION.

The term N atural History has at dift'erent times and by different authors been used

in a variety of senses. At the present time it is perhaps more commonly used in con-

tradistinction to natural philosophy ; it is generally applied to the study of natural ob-

jects, both mineral or inorganic, and to plants and animals, or organic bodies.

At first it was applied to the study of all natural objects, whether the minerals,

rocks, and living beings observed ujion our own planet, or heavenly bodies in general.

The study of external nature, and the phenomena or laws governing the movements of

natural bodies, was formerly opposed to metaphysics, history, literature, etc. After a

while astronomy and chemistry were eliminated from natural history ; then natural

philosophy, or what is now called physics, was farther separated from chemistry, so

that a chemist studies the constitution or atomic nature of bodies, both inorganic and

organic ; how they combine, and how compound bodies may be analyzed or .separated

into their simple constituents ; the natural philosopher, or physicist, studies the forces

of nature, the mechanical movements of inorganic bodies, and their phenomena, such

as light, heat, and electricity, while the naturalist studies minerals, rocks, plants, and

animals. But natural science, as distinguished from physical science, has made such

progress, the work has been so sub-divided or differentiated, that even the term

naturalist has become a vague, indefinite one. We must now know whether our

naturalist is a mineralogist, a geologist, a botanist, or a zoologist ; and the latter may
be an entomologist, or ichthyologist, or ornithologist, according as he devotes himself

exclusively to insects, fishes, or birds. The term natural history is popularly, at least

by many, confined to botany and zoology, often, however, to zoology .alone ; and such

is the convenient though inexact title of the present work.

Man is an animal as well as a mental and spiritual being. His material body is dom-
inated by his mind and soul, but as zoologists we study him simply as an animal. The
natural history of man is his physical history ; it concerns his bodily structure and de-

velopment, the work of his hands and the language he speaks, as well as the races into

wliich his species is divided.

Anthropology is a convenient and comprehensive term now generally used for the

natural history of man. The anthroi)ologist, making a specialty of the natural history

of man, studies not oidy his bodily structure, especially his skull or cranium and the

other bones of the skeleton, comparing those of different r.aces both living an<l extinct,

but the works of human art; also human languages, both those now spoken and those

which have become extinct. Moreover the anthropologist goes out of the realm of

zoology into those of mental phenomena or jisychology, and of sociology, and studies

man as a spirit, his notions of the future life, his myths, traditions; he also studies his

origin, histoiy, and social law.s and government.
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We have seen that the term natural history, as applied to plants and animals, is in-

exact, liaving been used in different senses ; a more exact and suitable one is Biologj^,

which is the science which relates to living beings. It is derived from the Greek
§to;, life, and Uyoz, discourse. It is divided into Botany, which relates to jilants, and

Zoology (Cmo'', animal; Idyo;, discourse), the science treating of animals.

The science of zoology may be subdivided thus

:

Morphology, or gross Anatomy, and the anatomy of the tissues

(Histology), based on embryology.

Physiology' and Psychology.
Reproduction and Embky-ology'.

Systematic Zoology', or Classification.

PAL.i:0NT0L0GY, the Study of fossil animals.

Zoo-geography, or the geographical distribution of animals.

MORPHOLOGY.

Inorganic and Oeganic Bodies.

Tlie differences between the inorganic or mineral bodies, and organic or living

bodies, are not always appreciable to the untrained eye and mind. Mineral bodies,

such as water, and solid minerals such as quartz, salt, or lime, may assume definite

crystalline shapes, and such shapes may grow, ;. e. increase in size, by the addition, on

the outside, of particles of the same substance. Minerals may exist in three different

states, gas or vapor, fluid, or solid. The air, carbonic acid gas, and water are min-

erals, as much so as lime or salt. Rocks are made up of minerals, and thus the earth,

the air, and water are of mineral origin. Minerals may assume plant-like shapes, as

seen in the beautiful forms and delicate leaf-like tracery of the frost on our windows.

The drops of sea-water dashed by the waves upon one's coat-sleeve may be seen under a

glass to evaporate and the solid particles left to arrange themselves in beautiful but

definite crystalline forms. By watching the evaporation of salt water under the micro-

scope, the crystals may be seen actually to grow, i. e. to build themselves up, to extend

and enlarge in size. " If," as Huxley states, " a crystal of common salt is hung by a

thread in a saturated solution of salt, which is exposed to the air so as to allow the

water to evaporate slowly, the molecules of the salt which is left behind and can no

longer be held in solution, deposit themselves on the crystal in regular order and in-

crease its size without changing in form. And, in this way, the small crystal may grow
to a great size." Thus growth in minerals consists in the addition of jjarticle after

particle of solid matter to the outside of the growing body.

Now, how do living bodies essentially differ from those not living? In the first

place, plants and animals are built uj) of protoplasm. Protoplasm consists of mineral

matter, to be sure, but so combined as to form a^ substance not found in minerals.

Moreover, a plant or animal has life; the plant grows, and, if it is a vine, is cajiablo of

some degree of motion, it twines about some post or tree as a support; the living bird

flies, and the living dog runs; after a time the plant or the bird dies, it is then dead.

Minerals do not die. Besides, when the plant or animal grows, it increases in size, not

like minerals, by additions from without, but by manufacturing protoplasm and other

organic substances, such as starch and fat, within its body. Thus organisms or living

beings grow by additions from within, these additions being produced by the living

being itself. After a while this process stops and it becomes dead. As Professor IIux-
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ley tells us : " In the spring, a wheat-field is covered with small green plants. These

grow taller and taller until they attain many times the size which they had when they

first appeared ; and they produce the heads of flowers which eventually change into

cars of corn.

" In so far as tliis is a jarocess of growth, accompanied by the assumption of a defi-

nite form, it niiglit be eomj^ared with the growth of a crystal of salt in brine ; but, on

closer examination, it turns out to be something very different. For the crystal of salt

grows by taking to itself the salt contained in the brine, which is added to its exterior

;

whereas the plant grows by addition to its interior ; and there is not a trace of the

characteristic compounds of the plant's body, albumen, gluten, starch, or cellulose, or

fat, in the soil, or in the water, or in the air.

" Yet the plant creates nothing, and therefore the matter of the proteids and amy-

loids and fats which it contains must be supplied to it, and simply manufactured, or

combined in new fashions, in the body of the plant.

" It is easy to see, in a general way, what the raw materials are which the plant

works up, for the plant gets nothing but the materials supplied to it by the atmosphere

and by the soil. The atmosjjhere contains oxygen and nitrogen, a little carbonic acid

gas, a minute quantity of ammoniacal salts, and a variable proportion of water. The
soil contains clay and sand (silica), lime, iron, potash, phosphorus, sulphur, ammoniacal

salts, and other matters which are of no imiwrtance. Thus, between them, the soil

and the atmosjihere contain all the elementary bodies which we find in the plant ; but

the plant has to separate them and join them together afresh.

"Moreover the new matter by the addition of which the plant grows is not applied

to its outer surface, but is manufactured in its interior; and the new molecules are

diffused among the old ones."

Living beings also reproduce their kind. The corn bears seed, the hen lays eggs.

Minerals cannot reproduce, so that we see that organic beings differ from minerals in

three essential characteristics : they contain and are built up from protojilasm ; they

grow from within, and they reproduce by seeds, germs or eggs.

As Huxley again says :
" Thus there is a very broad distinction between mineral

matter and living matter. The elements of living matter are identical with those of

mineral bodies ; and the fundamental laws of matter and motion apply as much to

living matter as to mineral matter; but every living body is, as it were, a com-

plicated piece of mechanism, which 'goes' or lives, only under certain conditions.

The germ contained in the fowl's egg requires nothing but a supply of warjiitli within

certain narrow limits of temperature, to build the molecules of the egg into the body of

the chick. And the process of development of the egg, like that of the seed, is

neither more or less jnysterious than that in virtue of which the molecules of water,

when it is cooled down to the freezing point, build themselves up into regular crystals."

The Dipferences between Plaxts and Animals.

We now come to the differences between plants and animals ; and here the dis-

tinctions are more or less arbitrary. As we have remarked elsewhere,—
"It is difficult to define what an animal is as distinguished from a plant, when we

consider the simplest forms of either kingdom, for it is impossible to draw hard and
fast lines in nature. In defining the limits between the animal and vegetable king-

doms, our ordinary concejition of what a plant or animal is Avill be of little use in

dealing with the lowest forms of either kingdom. A horse, fish, or worm differs from
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nil c'liii-trce, .1 lily, or a fern, in having organs of sight, of hearing, of smell, of locomo-

tion, and special organs of digestion, circulation, and resjjiration, but these plants also

take in and absorb food. Lave a circulation of sap, respire through their leaves, and

some plants are mechanically sensitive, while others are endowed with motion— certain

low plants, such as diatoms, etc., having this power. In plants the assimilation of food

goes on all over the organism, the transfer of the sap is not confined to any one portion

or set of organs as such. It is always easy to distinguish one of the higher plants from

one of the higher animals. But when wc descend to animals like the sea-anemones and

coral-jiolyjjs, which were called zoophytes from their general resemblance to flowers,

so striking is the external similarity between the two kinds of organisms, that the early

observers regardecl them as ' animal flowers ;' and in consequence of the confused notions

originally held in regard to them, the term zoophytes has been perpetuated in woi-ks

on systematic zoology. Even at the present day the compound hydroids, such as

the iSertularia, are gathered and pressed as sea-mosses by many persons who are

unobservant of their peculiarities, and unaware of the complicated anatomy of the

little animals filling the different leaf-like cells. Sponges, until a late day, were re-

garded by our leading zoologists as plants. The most accomplished naturalists,

however, find it impossible to separate by any definite lines the lowest animals and

plants. So-called plants, as JBacteriiim, and so-called animals, as Protamoiha, or

certain monads, which are simj)lc specks of protoplasm, without genuine organs,

may be referred to either kingdom ; and indeed, a number of naturalists— notably

Haeckel— relegate to a neutral kingdom (the Protista) certain lowest plants and

animals. Even the germs (zoospores) of monads and those of other flagellate infusoria,

may be mistaken for the si^ores of plants ; indeed the active flagellated spores of

plants were described as Infusoria by Ehrenberg ; and there are certain so-called flag-

ellate Infusoria so much like low plants (such as the red snow or Protococciis), in

form, deportment, mode of reproduction, and apjiearance of the spores, that even

now it is possible that certain organisms placed among them are plants. It is

only by a study of the connecting links between these lowest organisms, leading u]) to

what are undoubted animals or plants, that we are enabled to refer these beings to their

proper kingdom.
" As a rule, plants have no S2:>ecial organs of digestion or circulation, and nothing

approaching to a nervous system. Most jilants absorb inorganic food, such as car-

bonic acid gas, water, nitrate of ammonia, and some phosphates, silica, etc., all of these

substances being taken up in minute quantities. Low fungi live on dead animal

matter, and promote the process of putrefaction and decay, but the food of these

organisms is inorganic particles. The slime-moulds called Mijxomycetes^ however,

envelop the plant or low animals, much as an Amoeba throws itself around some living

plant and absorbs its protoplasm ; but the Mijxomycetes, in their manner of taking food,

are an exception to other moulds. The lowest animals swallow other living animals

whole or in pieces ; certain forms near Amoeba bore into minute alga; and absorb their

protoplasm ; others engulf silicious-shelled plants (diatoms and desmids) and alisorb

the protoplasm filling them. No animal swallows silica, lime, anmionia, or phos-

phates as food. On the other hand, jilants manufacture or produce protein in the

shape of starch, albumen, sugar, etc., which is animal food. Plants inhale carbonic

acid gas and exhale oxygen ; animals inhale oxygen and exhale carbonic acid ; though

r)ra])pr has discovered that, under certain circumstances, plants may exhale carbonic

acid.
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" Animals move and have special organs of locomotion ; few plants move, though

iiiimite forms have thread-like processes or vibratile lashes (cilia) resembling the

Hagella of monads, and flowers oj)en and shut ; but these motions of the higher plants

are purely mechanical, and not performed by special organs controlled by nerves.

The mode of reproduction of plants and animals, however, is fundamentally identical,

and in this respect the two kingdoms unite more closely than in any other. Plants also,

like animals, are formed of cells, the latter in the higher forms combined into tissues.

"As the lowest plants and animals are scarcely distinguishable, it is probable that

plants and animals first appeared contemporaneously; and while j)lants are generally

said to form the basis of animal life, this is only partially true ; a large number of

fungi are dependent on decaying animal matter; and most of the Protozoa live on

animal food, as do a large proportion of the higher animals. The two kingdoms sup-

plement each other, are mutually dependent, and probably appeared simultaneously

in the beginning of things. It should be observed, however, that the animal kingdom

overtops the vegetable kingdom, culminating in man." (Packard's Zoology.)

The Cells and Protoplasm.

The fact that the bodies of the higher as well as of the simpler animals are com-

posed of cells was discovered by Schwann in 1839. This discovery is the foundation-

stone upon which the modern and still young science of Biology has been built. The
cell is the morphological unit of the organic world. With cells the biologist can, in

the imagination, reconstruct the vegetable and animal kingdoms. By studying the

forms and behavior of single cells and one-celled animals, such as the motions of the

Amceba, one can better understand tlie structure and physiology of the highest and most

sjiecialized forms, even that of man ; for, as Geddes has remarked, "the functions of the

body ai'e the result of the aggregate functions of its t'clls, and are explained by varia-

tions or phases of the activities of them."

Cells are microscopic portions of protoplasm, either with or without a wall. The
protoplasm is the most important, the dynamic part of the cell. What, then is ]iro-

toplasm ? As has already been said, it is the jiossession of this substance which dis-

tinguishes living beings from mineral. Huxley, in his " Science Primer," tells us in

simple language what protoplasm is. " If a handful of flour mixed with a little

cold water is tied up in a coarse cloth b;ig, and the bag is then put into a large vessel

of water, and well kneaded with the hands, it will become pasty, while the water

will become white. If this water is jioured away into another vessel, and the knead-

ing process continued with some fresh water, the same thing will hap])en. But if the

operation is repeated, the paste will become more and more sticky, while the water will

be rendered less and less white, and at last will remain colorless. The sticky sultstance,

which is thus obtained by itself, is called gluten; in commerce it is the substance

known as maccaroni.

" If the water in which the flour has thus been washed is allowed to stand for a few

hours, a white sediment will be found at the bottom of the vessel, while the fluid

above will be clear, and may be poured off. This white sediment consists of minute

grains of starch, each of which, examined with a microscope, will be found to have a

concentrically laminated structure. If the fluid from which the starch was deposited

is now boiled, it will become turbid, just as white of egg diluted with water does when
it is boiled, and eventually a whitish lumpy sul)stance will collect at the bottom of the

vessel. This substance is called vegetable albumen.
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"Besides the albumen, the gluten, and the starch, other substances, about which

this rough method of analysis gives us no information, are contained in the wheat

grain. For example, there is woody matter or cellulose, and a certain quantity of sugar

and fat."

Similar substances are found in animals and eggs. " If you break an egg, the con-

tents flow out, and are seen to consist of the colorless glairy 'white' and the yellow

'yolk.' If the white is collected by itself in water and then heated, it becomes turbid,

forming a while solid, very similar to the vegetable albumen, which is called animal

albumen.

"If the yolk i^ beaten up with water, no starch nor cellulose is obtained from it,

but there will be plenty of fatty and some saccharine matter, besides substances more

or less similar to albumen and gluten.

" The feathers of the fowl are chiefly composed of horn ; if they are stripped off,

and the body is boiled for a long time, the water will be found to contain a quantity

of gelatine, which sets into a jelly as it cools, and the body will fall to pieces, the bones

and the flesh separating from one another. The bones consist almost entirely of a

substance which yields gelatine when it is boiled in water, impregnated with a large

quantity of salts of lime, just as the wood of the wheat stem is impregnated with silica.

The flesh, on tlie other hand, will contain albumen, and some other substances which

are very similar to albumen, termed fibrin and syntonin.

" In the living bird all these bodies are united with a great quantity of water, or

dissolved, or suspended in water ; and it must be remembered that there are sundry

other constituents of the fovsd's body and of the egg, which are left uumentioned, as

of no present importance.

"The wheat plant contains neither horn nor gelatine, and the fowl contains neither

starch nor cellulose ; but the albumen of the plant is very similar to that of the animal,

and the fibrin and syntonin of the animal are bodies closely allied to both albumen

and gluten.

" That there is a close likeness between all these bodies is obvious from the fact

that when any of them are strongly heated or allowed to putref}-, it gives off the same

sort of disagreeable smell ; and careful chemical an.alysis has shown that they are, in

fact, all composed of the elements carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen, combined

in very nearly the same proportions. Indeed, charcoal, which is imjiure carbon, might

be obtained by strongly heating either a handful of corn or a piece of fowl's flesh in a

vessel from which the air is excluded so as to keep the corn or the flesh from burning.

And if the vessel were a still, so that the pi-oducts of this destructive distillation, as

it is called, could be condensed and collected, we should find water and ammonia in

some shape or other in the receiver. Now ammonia is a compound of the elementary

bodies nitrogen and hydrogen ; therefore both nitrogen atid hydrogen must have been

contained in the bodies from which it is derived.

"It is certain, then, that very similar nitrogenous compounds form a large part of

the bodies of both the wheat plant and the fowl, and these bodies arc called proteids.

"It is a very remarkable fact that not only are such substances as albumen, gluten,

fibrin, and syntonin known exclusively as products of animal and \'egetable bodies, but

that every animal and every plant at all jieriods of its existence contains one or

other of them, though, in other respects, the composition of living bodies may vary

indefinitely. Thus, some plants contain neither starch nor cellulose, while these sub-

stances are found in some animals ; while many animals contain no horny matter and no
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gelatine-yielding substance. So that the matter which appears to be the essential

foundation of both the animal and the plant is the proteid united with water; though

it is probable that, in all animals and plants, these are associated with more or less

fatty and amyloid (or starchy and saccharine) substances, and with very small quanti-

ties of certain mineral bodies, of which the most important appear to be phosphorus,

iron, lime, and potash.

" Thus there is a substance composed of water and proteids and fat and amyloids

and min:ra1 matters, which is found in all animals and plants, and, when these are

alive, this substance is termed jDroio^jfajjm."

As yet wo know almost nothing of the chemical nature of animal protoplasm.

Microscopically it does not differ in appearance from vegetable protoplasm, and yet

the latter has been found by Reinke to contain over forty proximate constituents.

Hence it seems reasonable to infer that animal protoplasm will on further analysis be

found to be an exceedingly complex substance, and not properly- comparable with a

particle of white of egg. The following account of the chemical composition of pro-

toplasm in general is from Carnoy :
" Protoplasm is a complex mixture of chemical

species. The patient and minute researches of later years have resulted in the dis-

covery, in typical protoplasm of joung and active cells, the following substances which

we should consider as the essential elements of the living matter

:

1. Albuminoid substances (a vitelline and a inyosine at minimum).

2. Phosphoric substances (lecithine and nucleine).

3. One or several liydrocarbonated substances (such as glycose, dextrine, glycogens).

4. Soluble ferments (diastase, pepsine, inversive ferment, emulsine).

5. Water (of constitution and imbibition).

6. Mineral elements (salts, sulphates, phosphates or nitrates of potassium, calcium,

and magnesium).

" We should also call attention to the recent analyses made by Reinke and Rode-

wald (1881) on the plasmodium of ^thalium septicum, by which they found, besides

some accidental principles, the elements above mentioned. These analyses, as also

the microchemical researches of Zacharias (1881-83), have besides revealed to us a

new element of protean {pjroteiqtie) nature, that of plasiine, which seems to fill an

essential role. Finally, we may mention the researches of Mayer and Baginski, which

n;ive a new category of soluble ferments : we refer to coagulent ferments, or jjresiires

(Labferment). These bodies have already been verified in a quite large number of

animal and vegetable cells, which seem, like their congeners, indispensable to the

accomj)lishment of certain cellular phenomena."

We know that potentially the protoplasm of different kinds of cells exerts widely

different forces and capabilities. A liver cell secretes bile, a pancreas cell pancreatic

fluid, the cells lining the stomach gastric fluid, and an ovarian cell the white of an

civg. One egg-cell may become a mollusc, another a man, whose brain-cells are the

medium of the intellectual power which enables him to write the history of his own

species, and to be the historian of the forms of life which stand below him.

The simplest, most primitive form of a cell, when without a nucleus or nucleolus,

is called a ctjtode. The Monera, which are the lowest animals, have no nucleus, and

have therefore been called by Haeckel cytodcs. The existence of cytodes, however,

cannot yet be accepted as a settled fact ; all the evidence is simply negative, and foiTOS

which once were sujjposed to have no nucleus (c. g. Radiolaria) have been recently



viii THE ANIMAL KINGDOM.

shown to possess such a structure. Furtlier researches may show the same to be true

of all forms and all cells.

Genuine cells have a nucleus., the latter containing a nucleolus. It will thus be

seen that the true cell is not a simple body; the nucleus is distinct from the rest of

the cell in structure and appearance, and the nucleolus also differs in the same way©from the nucleus and rest of the cells. Tlie nucleus and

nucleolus also vary in themselves in size and contents, the
''' grannies and fibi-es filling them varying in size and number.
" This fact should lead us to regard the cell as not so simple as

generally supposed. A recent writer, impressed by the com-

plexity of cell structui'e, has subjected to a critical examina-

tion the characters of ganglion cells, both smooth and striated

muscle-cells, glandular, liver, and salivary gland cells, and epi-

FiG. I.— A simple cell; «, thelium, both that of the mu.cous membrane and that which is
nucleus; nl, nucleolus. '

ciliated, as well as that of the crystalline lens, beside cartilage

and embryonic cells. Both healthy and diseased cells are found by Arnold to possess

a complicated structure. The two constituents, as ordin.arily distinguished, the cell

body and the cell nucleus, consist of a ground substance as well as of granules, sets of

gi-aiiules, and filaments; these latter may become very complicated in the more highly

develoi^ed forms of cells. Arnold would regard a cell as consisting of a nucleus and

of an investing mass, both of which contain, in a homogeneous ground substance,

granules and filaments.

Dr; C. S. Minot believes that the weight of an animal depends on the number and

size of its cells, and that these two variables require to be detei-mined before we ear:

speak definitely as to the processes of growth in animals. Minot points out that the

growth of a body is usually measured by its weight, but that this method takes no

account of the amount of non-protoplasmic mattei's present. \\\ many-celled animals

"pass through successive cycles, in which we can distinguish the two processes of

senescence and of rejuvenation." As growth is a function of rejuvenescence effected

by impregnation, it follows that growth can only be measured by taking into account

the number of cells living at any given time.

Animal cells are of microscopic size, but one-celled animals are in some cases large

enough to be detected with the naked eye ; such are many Foraminifera, and the /Sten-

tor .among Infusorians. Kolliker states that the size of the cells descends on the one

hand, as in many cells— the blood cells, etc.— to 0.002-0.0003 of a line, and attains

on the other, as in the cysts of the semen and the ganglionic globules, the size of 0.02

-0.04 of a line. The largest animal cells are certain gland-cells of insects which

measure up to 0.01 of a line, and the yolk-cells or ova, especially of birds and reptiles.

Anim.als grow by the self-division and multiplication of cells. This is the initial,

fundamental process which underlies reproduction and growth. The cells in any part

of the growing body divide into two, and these again sub-divide, the products of self-

division becoming as large as the original cell, and in this way the body increases in

size.

The part of the cell in which this |irocess of self-division begins is the nucleus. A
good deal has been written upon this subject. Some authors believe that in cell divi-

sion the nucleolus first divides, then the nucleus, and fin.ally the cell. Prof. W. Flera-

ming, however, maintains that the nucleus first of all undergoes a change, " separating

into a network of highly refracting filaments, which take up coloring matters strongly,
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and an intermediate substance not affected by staining fluids. The nucleus network

goes through a definite series of changes, and finally divides into two equal or sub-

equal masses, which retreat from one another, and go througli, in inverse order, the

changes undergone by the mother nucleus, finally forming the nuclei of the two

daughter cells. The cell-body divides after tlie young nuclei have separated from one

another, but before they have assumed the characteristics of quiescent nuclei." Cell

division, he adds, probably exhibits periodicity, going on vigorously at certain times,

and but little, or not at all, in the intervals.

Tissues.

Although we shall treat of the development of animals on a sul)sequent page of

this introduction, at the risk of repetition, we will give here an epitome of the earlier

featui'es common to the development of all animals above the Protozoa as an introduc-

tion to the subject of tissues.

In all the animals above the Protozoa, besides reproduction by fission and bud-

ding occurring in the lower groups, there is a sexual re])roduction by which one aninu^l

or one part of an animal produces an egg, while another jiroduces the male element or

spermatozoan. These two unite and produce the fertile egg, which in its turn is con-

verted into a jierfect animal like the form from which the genital products arose. In

only a few forms will the egg develop without an intervention of the male sexual ele-

ment, and tliese cases of par-

thenogenesis, so far as at pres-

ent known, are confined to the

rotifers and arthropods.

The egg is to all intents and

purposes a simple cell, and the

processes by which it forms the

complex; adult are but those of

cell-division, the resulting cells

becoming specialized, j5ome for

the performance of one function,

some for another. In the tyjii-

cal form of this cell-division or

segmentation, the egg divides

first into two equal parts or cells,

each of these again into two,

producing four in all, and so on,

the regular numbers being, i, 4,

8, 16, 32, 64, etc. This regu-

larity is but rarely perfectly car-

ried out ; the exceptional forms

will be mentioned later. The
result of this segmentation is

the production of a more or less

spherical body, whicli has receiveil the name morubi, from its resemblance to a mul-

berry (Fig. II. E.) Usually this monda is at first solid, but it increases in size, the

result being a hollow globe (Fig. II., F, surface view ; G, section^ the blastula, the

vacant centre being known as the segmentation cavity. The next step is the con-

FlG. II — Eailj stagis of luclDpmcnt f U t A
disappearance ot the iiut,lciis B t.}^^ with i i 1 us (

mentation D, second segmentation J ni i uU I sn
and (j section of blastula, H, section of e iil\ gistnil i

cgB after
hr<it SI g
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version of tliis ball with its single layer of cells into a two-layered sac. We can

now compare the egg to a hollow rubber ball. By the pushing in of one side

(in the language of embryology, invagination) the ball can be made to resemble

the condition shown in Fig. II. H, the earliest stage of the gastrula. The single

layer of cells of the blastula is now differentiated into two layers, the outer of

which is varionsly termed epiblast, ectoderm or epiderm, the inner endoblast, hypoblast,

or endoderm'. So far, with the modifications to be noted below, these processes are

common to all animals above the Protozoa, and with the separation into two layers

we have the essential parts of a Hijdra ; the outer layer corresponds to the skin, the

inner to the digestive tract of that simple animal, as shown farther on in this volume

(p. 76.) In the higher animals— as, for instance, the frog— at one stage of the develop-

ment these two layers alone occur, and from the outer is developed the external layer

of the skin, while the hypoblast eventually forms the lining of the central ])ortion of

the digestive tract. We thus see that at this stage the embryo is composed of skin

and stomach, and the name gastrula means a little stomach.

This epitome contains the gist of the earlier stages of a typical egg, but in nature

many variations occur, of which our space will allow but the merest mention. In eggs

which are composed of pure protoplasm this regular development occurs, but in most

eggs another element, known as food-yolk or deutoplasm, is

present, and accoixling to its distiibution the character of

the segmentation and of the invagination varies. The pro-

toplasm is the active joortion, the food-yolk, as the name im-

plies, is to nourisli the growing embryo, and its presence

tends to retard the development of the egg. Tlius, when
the jii'otojilasm is superficial, and the food-yolk occupies a

central position, as in the crustaceans, the segmentation

planes are at first confined to the surface, the central portion

remaining for a time vmsegmented. At other times the food-

yolk is confined to one pole of the egg, as in the frog, and

then the segmentation is, for a while at least, confined

to the protoplasmic pole, only affecting the other at

a comparatively late stage of development. This is

carried to its furthest extent in some of the fishes. All

of these modifications of the type of segmentation are

variously combined, so that great differences result, and

as in the eggs of the same class, or occasionally even of

the same genus, the distribution of the food-yolk will

vary, it will readily be seen that the segmentation is but

a very poor guide to the relationships of forms. In the

insects the segmentation is veiy greatly modified, but as

yet our knowledge is so slight as not to warrant any

broad generalizations on the earlier stages of the group.

Correlated with the variations in the segmentation are certain modifications in the

gastrulation and the production of the epiblast and hypoblast. Let us i-eturn to the

normal' gastrula for a moment, and trace its progress just a little farther, naming some

of the points omitted above. The invagination is carried to such an extent that the

segmentation cavity is nearly obliterated, and at the same time the edges of the in-

folded ball are brought closer together, so that a comparatively narrow opening is the

Fig. III.— Segmenting egg of
a Crustacean (Crangon).

- Unequal segmentation
(fi-og).
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result, known ns the blastopore. Tliis blastopore in most forms completely closes ; but

to tliis we will return again. The hollow, which wc have mentioned above as form-

ing primarily the digestive cavity, is known as the archenteron or primitive stomach,

and the hyjwbhistic cells which form its boundary are almost invariably larger than

those of the einblast. Tiiis is true of all gastrulas, even those where the segmentation

is regular, and the reason is not difficult to find. The external cells have to embrace a

greater superficial extent than the internal ones, and hence the layer becomes thinner

and the resulting cells smaller. In other cases the segmentation is irregular and then

a greater inecjuality occurs, until in some forms the hypoblast is invaginated as a few

cells, or even a single cell, and the archenteron does not appear until a later date, when

it is hollowed out of the hypoblastic cells. A greatly different mode of forming the

gastrula is by what is known as delamination. A general idea of the ]>rocess may
be obtained by saying that the inner ends of the cells of the blastula (Fig. II., G) are

segmented off to form the hypoblast.

In the gastrula we have two of the so-called germinal layers, the epiblast and the

hypoblast ; in all animals except some of the coelenterates and the Dicyemids, a third

layer, the mesoblast or mesoderm, occurs, hence these are

known as triploblastic animals, in contradistinction to those

with only hypoblast and epiblast, which are called diplo-

blastic. We will not enter into a discussion of the many
different ways in which the mesoblast arises, but will merely

indicate what is apparently the typical method, which in

reality exists unmodified in but very few animals. From
the hypoblast, pouches Imd off on either side, as shown on

the left of our figure. These pouches eventually become

separated from the archenteron, as shown on the right side fig- v.—Diagram illustrating the
-^ ^ formation <jf the, germ layers

of the same figure, and the walls of these pouches are the (but little modiflea from thatTCI !• 1 occurring in f*t'ripafns); on the
mesoblast. Now we are ready for the names oi these parts right an earlier, on the left a

-, . ., . 1.111, later stage; h, blastopore; c,

and an enumeration of the organs into wluch they develop. cceiom; </, mesobiastic pouch;
.

J. , 1 1 i 1 ii »• £ e, epiblast; h, hypoblast; m.
After the formation oi the mesoblast and the separation oi mesenteron; o.somatopiure;/),

!• ^1 ' 1 , xi 1 1 1 i* -i. • spianchnoplure; s, segmenta-
a portion of the archenteron, the hypoblastic cavity is tion cavity.

known as the mesenteron, from the fact that its lining cells

form the epithelium of the middle portion of the digestive tract. From other pouches

and outgrowths of the mesenteron, formed at a later date, other organs arise. Among
these we may mention the liver, the lungs of vertebrates, the endostyle of tunicates,

the thyroid and thymus glands, pancreas, spleen, and the notochord.

The epiblast, as we have seen, gives rise to the outer layer of the skin. This is

not the whole of the list of its derivatives, for we must here include the nervous sys-

tem and the organs of sense, dermal glands, teeth, membrane-bones, etc. As we have

said, the blastopore almost always becomes comideteiy closed, but in some forms it

remains open, forming the mouth or the vent, and in Perijxttus it closes in the middle,

leaving both oral and anal openings at its extremities. In these forms where it

becomes completely closed, the mesenteron is entirely separated from the external

world, and communication has to be again opened with the exterior. This is accom-

plished by inpushings of the epiblast at the extremities of the body. These ingrowths

finally meet and unite with the hypoblast, and thus form the com])lete alimentary

tract. From this method of form.ation of the anterior and posterior jiarts of the

digestive canal, it follows that certain internal organs, as the cesophagus and intes-
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tine, the stomach of the lobster, and the gizzard of the cricket, the inalpigian tubes of

insects, etc., are really to be classed among the derivatives of the epil^last.

The mesoblast, after separating from the hypoblast, grows around between the

other two layers. It either contains a cavity, originally a part of the archenteron, or

such a cavity soon appears. This is the body cavity or ccelom, the pleuro-peritoneal

cavity of vertebrates. The outer wall of the ccelom unites with the ejjiblast, the

inner with the hypoblast, and the segmentation cavity is obliterated. Fi-om the meso-

blast arise most of the structures and organs not already enumerated. The list in-

cludes the bones of vertebrates, the skeleton of echinoderms, spicules of sponges, mus-

cles, connective tissue, blood, and excretory and reproductive organs.

From an embryological standpoint, as we have just seen, we can arrive at a classi-

fication of tissues ; but if we turn to structure and function, the result is a different

association, which, for all excejit the pure morphologist, is far more satisfactory. The

following classification of the tissues is taken, with modifications, from Kolliker :
—

1. Einthellal tissues (epidermal and glandular).

2. Connective tissues (mucous, cartilage, elastic, areolar, and osseous tissues, and

dentine).

3. Muscular tisstces (smooth and striated).

4. Nerve tissue (nerve-cells and fibres).

The epithelial tissues consist of cells placed side by side, forming a layer. All the

other tissues arise from one having the cells characteristic of epithelium, as the germ-

layers are formed of it. As Kolliker reiterates in 1884, "In all multicellular organ-

isms all the elements and tissues arise directly from the fertilized egg-cell and the first

embryonic nucleus. (1) The tissues first differentiated have the characters of e])ithe-

lial tissues, and form the ectoblast and endoblast. (2) All the other tissues arise from

these two cell-layers; they are either directly derived from them, or arise by the

intermediation of a median layer (mesoblast) which, when developed, takes an

important part in forming the tissues. (3) When the whole of the animal series is

considered, each of the germinal layers is found to be, in certain creatures, capable of

givino- rise to at least three, and perhaps to all tissues; the germinal layers cannot,

therefore, be regarded as histologically primitive organs."

Epithelial cells form the skin or epidermis of animals, and also the lining of the

digestive canal. The cells of the latter may, as in sponges, bear a general resemblance

to a flagellate infusorian, as Codosiga, or they may each bear many hair-like processes

called cilia, which by their constant motion maintain currents of the fluids passing

over the surface of the epithelium. The cilia lining the inside of the windpipe serve

to sweep any fluid formed there towards the throat, where it can be coughed u]) and

expectorated.

Connective tissue and its varieties, and gristle or cartilage, bone, etc., arise from the

mesoblast and support the parts of the body. All the supporting tissues are used in

the body for mechanical purposes : the bones and cartilages form the hard framework

by which softer tissues are su])]iorted and protected ; and the connective tissues, with

till' various bones and cartilages, form investing membranes around different organs,

and ill the form of fine network penetrate their substance and support their constit-

uent cells.

Connective tissue is formeil by isolalcd rounded or elongated cells with wide

spaces between them filled with a gelatinous fluid or ]irotoplasm, and occurs between

muscles, etc. Gelatinous tissue is a variety of connective tissue found in the umbrella
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of jelly fishes. Fibrous and elastic tissue are also varieties of connective tissue.

Cartilaginous tissue is characterized by cells situated in a still firmer intercellular sub-

stance; and when the intercellular substance becomes combined with salts of lime,

forming bone, we have bony tissue.

The blood-corpuscles originate from the mesoderm as independent cells floating

in the circulating fluid, the blood cells being formed contemporaneously with the walls

of the vessels enclosing the blood. In the invertebrates the blood-cells are either

strikingly like the Amoeba in appearance, or are oval, but still capable of changing

their form. Thus blood-corpuscles arise like other tissues, except that they become

free.

Aluscuhir tissue is also composed of cells, which are at first nucleated and after-

ward lose their nuclei. From being at first oval, the cells finally become elongated

and unite together to form the fibrillse; these unite with bundles forming muscular

fibres, which in the vertebrates unite to form muscles. Muscular fibril!a3 may be sim-

]ilo or striated. The contractility of muscles is due to the contractility of the proto-

]ilasm originating in the cells forming the fibrillas.

Ner^'ous tissue is made up of nerve-cells and fibres jiroceeding from them ; the

former constituting the centres of nervous force, and usually massed together, forming

a ganglion or nerve-centre from which nerve-fibres pass to the periphery and extremi-

ties of the body, and serve as conductors of nerve-force.— (Packard's Zoology.)

Oegans.

Animals are, with plants, called organisms, because they have organs. An organ

is any part of the boily sjiecially developed to perform a sj^ecial kind of work. Thus

the wings are organs of flight, the heart is the organ of circulation, the leg an organ

of locomotion. The tissues we have enumerated are combined to form organs. The

simplest kind of an organ is perhaps the nucleus of the Animba. There are creatures

lower than the Amoiba which have no organs. These are the Monera, in which no

nucleus or any other specialized part of the body has as yet been found. If we rise

in the scale of anima,l life to the monad, we find that it has an external ajipendage or

organ like a whip-lash. In the Infusoria the body is covered with cilia, which arc the

only organs of locomotion in these animalcules. In the Hydra, the only external organs

are the tentacles, which are situated around the head, and seem to feel for and to seize

its prey. In the higher worms we have oar-like organs of locomotion, arranged in

|iairs on each side of the body ; also gills, or external breathing organs. Molluscs

have a creeping organ, the under side of the body ; they also have gills and other

external parts or organs. In the crustaceans and insects the number and variety of

form of external organs, especially the legs, gills, feelers, and mouth-parts, are remark-

able, and they are highly specialized. In the vertebrates, beginning with fishes and

ending with man, we have external organs of sight, hearing, and locomotion, such as

fins, hands, and legs.

Of the internal organs of the body, the most important is the digestive cavity,

which is at first in the gastrula or early embryo of all many-celled animals, and in the

Hydra and other polyps simply a hollow in the body. As we ascend in the animal

series we can trace its gradual specialization, beginning with the lower worms, and as-

cending to the annelids, also in the sea-urchin and starfish. In the molluscs, Crustacea,

and insects, as well as vertebrates, the alimentary canal is divided, during growth, into

distinct portions (»'. e., the throat, stomach, and intestine), each with separate functions
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or uses. Early in life other organs arise as outgrowths from the digestive tract of the

embrj'o. These are the lungs, the liver, pancreas, spleen, etc.

There are also organs of suppoi-t ; such are the skeletons of animals, whether exter-

nal, as in the sea-urchin, starfish, lobster, or insect ; or internal, as in a fisli, bird, or

man. A true bony skeleton only exists in the vertebrates, or back-boned animals.

TJie illustrious naturalist, Cuvier, established the principle of the correlation of

organs, showing that every organ must have close relations with the rest, and be more

or less dependent on the others. Each organ has its particular value in the animal

economy. There is a close relation between the forms of the hard and soft parts of

the body, together with the functions they perform, and the habits of the animal.

For example, in a cat, sharp teeth for eating flesh, sharp curved claws for seizing

smaller animals, and great muscular activity— all coexist with a stomach fitted for the

digestion of animal rather than vegetable food. So in the ox, broad grinding teeth

for chewing grass ; cloven, wide-spreading hoofs, that give a broad support in soft

ground, and a foui'-cliambered stomach, are correlated with the habits and instincts of

a ruminant. From the shape of a single tooth of an ox, deer, or a dog or cat, one can

determine not only its order, but its family or genus. Hence this prime law of com-

parative anatomy led to the establishment by Cuvier of the fundamental principles of

the science of palreontology, by which the comparative anatomist can with some degree

of confidence restore from isolated teeth or bones the probable foi-m of the original pos-

sessor. Of com'se, the more perfect the skeleton and teeth, the more perfect the remains

of the crust of insects or the shells of extinct molluscs, the more i^erfect will be our

knowledge, and the less room will there be for error in restoring extinct animals.

New organs often arise by changes in the form and uses of simpler, older ones,

and the new organs may be so much changed by the gradual modification of its func-

tions as to assume new uses. " This fact," says Gegenlmur, in the introduction to his

Elements of Comparative Anatomy, "is of considerable importance, for it helps to

explain the appearance of new organs, and obviates the difficulty raised by the doc-

trine of evolution, viz., that a new organ cannot at once appear with its function

completely developed ; that it therefore cannot serve the organism in its first stages

whilst it is gradually appearing ; and that consequently the cause for its development

can never come into operation. Every organ for which this objection has the apjiear-

ance of justice can be shown to have made its first appearance with a significance dif-

fering from its later function. Thus, for exani])le, the lungs of the Vertebrata did not

arise simply as a respiratory organ, but had a predecessor among fishes breathing by

gills, in the swim-bladder, which at first had no relation to resj)iration. Even where

the lungs first assume the functions of a respiratory organ (Dipnoi, and many Am-
phibia) they are not the sole organ of the kind, but share this function with the gills.

The organ is therefore here caught, as it were, in the stage of con\'ersion into a respi-

ratory organ, and connects the exclusively respiratory lungs with the swim-bladder,

which arose as an outgrowth of the enteric tube and was adapted to a hydrostatic

function."

Organs may also become modified liy disuse until they lose their distinctive form

and become rudimentary. Striking exam])les are seen in the parasitic Crustacea and

insects. As a result of the modification of organs by use and disuse, organs which are

morphologically the same become very different in function, and also in their general

a]i]iearanco ; so that we may classify organs differently either by their morphology or

physiological uses.
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We speak of liiglily-clevelopeil organs, and those which are aborted, atrophied, or

rudimentary. Highly-developed organs are also highly specialized or differentiated

;

sucli organs are complicated, owing to the distinct uses or divisions of labor accorded

to each part. Thus, the eyes of worms are very simple and lowly developed com-

pared with tiie hum.an eye; a fish's fin is, in part at least, morphologically the same

as the fore-leg of a eat, or the arm of a monkey or of man, but in the human arm

different uses are assigned to different portions of the limb; it is highly developed,

specialized, or differentiated, to use terms nearly synonymous.

On the other hand, so exquisitely wrought an organ as a fish's ej-e may by disuse

become nearly atrophied, as in the blind fish of Mammoth Cave, which lives in perpet-

ual darkness. And not only the eye, but the optic lobes and optic nerves may, as in the

case of a small crustacean {Cecidotma sti/gia), also living in Mammoth Cave, be

entirely aborted. Among reptiles are some extraordinary cases of modification by

degeneration and atrophy. The lizard-like creature, Se2)S, has remarkably small limbs,

and in Jiipes there is only a pair of stumps, representing the hinder limbs. As Lan-

kester claims, these two forms represent two stages of degeneration or atrojjhy of the

limbs ; " they have, in fact, been derived from the five-toed, four-legged ordinary lizard

form, and have nearly or almost lost the legs once possessed by their ancestors." The

entire order of snakes is an example how the loss, by atroj^hy, of tlie limbs may become

common to an entire group of animals numbering thousands of species ; the possession

by the boas of a rudimentary pelvis, and minute but nearly atrophied hind legs, tends

to prove that all tlie snakes are descendants from some ancestral form whose limbs

became lost through disuse.

Among the Diptera, which have but a single pair of wings, there is an universal

atroiihy of the second or hinder pair of wings ; moreover, there are numerous wing-

less, degraded forms, and when we take into account the fact that almost all dipterous

larvfE are nearly headless and evidently degenerated forms, we are inclined to tliink

that the entire grouji of true flies, numbering at least twenty thousand species, are

the result of a retrograde development, affecting in every species the hinder pair of

wings, and in numerous other forms the niouth-jiarts and other portions of the body,

botli in the larval and adult states. The grouji of barnacles (Cirripedia) is another

examjile where atrophy and degeneration pervade each member of an order, and the

cases are highly interesting and suggestive.

An entire sub-kingdom of animals may be degenerated in some respects. Such is

the branch or sub-kingdom of sponges ; the adult forms of which, by becoming fixed,

iiave undergone a retrograde development, the gastrula or larval forms showing a

promise of a state of development which the organism not only does not attain,

but from which it falls completely away in after life. Lankester regards the acepha-

lous molluscs, or bivalves, as having degenerated from a higher type of head-bearing

active creatures like the snails. The ascidians start in the same path of development

as the vertebrates, and at length fall back and lose nearly every trace of a vertebrate

alliance.

Besides sub-kingdoms, classes, and orders of animals, we have 7iiinor groups which

are in their entirety examples of a backward development. Without doubt certain

human races, as the present descendants of the Indians of Central America, the mod-

ern Egyptians, " the heirs of the great Oriental monarchies of pre-Christian times," the

Fuegians, the Bushmen, and even the Australians, may be degenerate races. Lankes-

ter, in his book on " Degeneration," considers the causes of retrograde development
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to be due to — 1, parasitism ; 2, fixity or immobility of tbe animal ; 3, vegetative

nuti'ition, aud 4, excessive reduction in the size of tbe body.

Analogy and Homology.

When we comjjare tbe wing of an insect with that of a bird, and see that they are

put to tbe same use, we say that tbey are analogous ; for when we carefully comj)are

tbe two organs, we see how unlike throughout they are. When we compare tbe fin

of a whale with tbe fore-leg of a dog or bear, we see that one is adajjted for swimming,

and tbe other for running oA dry land ; but, however unlike tbe two limbs are superfi-

cially, we find, on dissection, that all tbe principal bones and muscles, nerves and blood-

vessels of tbe one correspond to those in the other, so that we say there is a structu-

ral resemblance between tbe two kinds of limbs. Thus analogy implies a dissimilarity

of structure in two organs, with identity in use, while homology implies blood-relation-

sbip. Analogy repudiates any common origin of the organs, however j)hysiologically

alike.

In tbe early days of zoological science, but little was said about homologies ; but

when comparative anatomy engaged the attention of philosojihical students, attention

was given to tracing tbe resemblances between organs superficially and functionally

unlike. It was found that tbe world of life teemed with examples of homologous

parts.

Afterwards, when the theory of evolution became tbe most useful tool tbe compar-

ative anatomist could wield, and when tbe knowledge of comparative embryology

completed bis equipment, the most unexpected homologies were discovered. Of

course, tbe more nearly related are tbe two animals possessing homologous organs,

as tbe dog and whale, the closer and more plainly homologous are their fore limbs.

It is easy to trace tbe homologous organs in animals of the same order or class,

however effectually degenei-ation on tbe one hand, or differentiation on the other,

have done their work.

But it was then found that tbe branchial sacs of ascidians are homologous with

the j)baryngeal chamber of the lamprey eel ; that tbe jiosition of tbe nervous system

in ascidians accords morphologically with that of fishes and higher vertebrates ; that

the notocord of larval ascidians is the homologue of that of the lancelet and lam-

prey, as well as that of embryo vertebrates in general ; and, finally, tbe homologies

between the larval ascidians and vertebrates are so startling that many comparative

anatomists now maintain that the ascidians belong, with tbe vertebrates, to a common
branch of the animal kingdom called Chordata. On tbe other hand, excellent anato-

mists ti'ace homologies between certain organs in worms, and corresponding organs

in sharks and other vertebrates ; tbe segmental organs of worms have their homologous

parts in tbe urogenital organs of sharks ; tbe worm JSaktnof/lossiis has a res])iratory

chamber homologous with that of the lancelet and lamprey. Hence it came to pass

tb.at these general homologies between the lower, less specialized classes of inverte-

brates, particularly tbe worms, and the lower vertebrates, were so many proofs of tbe

origin of the latter from worms or worm-like forms. Hence tbe opinion now preva-

lent that a homology between organs, however unlike in tbe uses at present made of

them, implies that tbe animals having such organs bad a common ancestry. Hence,

also, the proofs of the unity of organization of the animal kingdom are based on a

profotmd study of tbe resemblances in the tissues and organs of animals, rather than

of their superficial, recently-acquired differences.
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Iloiiiology may be general or special; the latter limited, for the most part, to

animals of the same sub-kingdom. It is well to use words which will express our

meaning exactly, and hence a general homology may be indicated by the word

isogeny, indicating a general similarity of origin; thus, the nervous system of

worms, arthropods, molluscs, and vertebrates are isogenous, all being derivations

of the epiblast. The term homology should be restricted to those cases where the

correspondence, part for part, is more exact. Thus, the brain of fishes and that of

man are not only isogenous, but homologous.

The Scale of Pekfection in Organs and in Animals.

The history of the rise and progress of the human arm, possibly, as some claim,

from an organ like the fin of a shark, a boneless, flabby limb ; how it gradually, by

adaptation, became like the differentiated fore-leg of a salamander, then became adapted

for a climbing, arboreal use, and finally became, next to his brain, the most distinctive

organ in man,— the history of the successive steps in this rise in the scale of perfec-

tion would throw light on the general subject of the gradual perfection of organs and

organisms. On the other hand, the hinder extremities or legs of man have not been

equally perfected. As Cope has remarked :
" He is plantigrade, has five toes, separate

carpals and tarsals, a short heel, rather flat astragalus, and neither hoofs nor claws, but

something between the two." Man's limbs are not so extremely specialized as those

of the horse, which is digitigrade, walking only on four toes, one to each foot. INIan's

stomach is simple, not four-chambered, as in the ox. Thus one organ, or one set of

organs, may in man attain the highest grade in the scale of perfection, while others

maybe comparatively low in form and function. Animals acquire, so to speak, their

form by the acceleration in the growth of certain parts, which involves a retardation

in the development of others ; it is by the unequal development of the different parts

that the fish has become adapted to its life in the water, that the bird becomes fitted

for its aerial existence, and that moles can burrow, and monkeys are enabled to climb.

The scale of perfection, as applied to organs, is a relative one ; those in each animal

are most perfect which are best adapted to subserve the requirements of that creature.

Man's brain is on the whole the most perfect of all organs, and it enables him to regu-

late the movements of his limbs and other organs in a manner alone characteristic of

an intellectual, reasoning, speaking, spiritual being.

Generalized and Specialized Types.

A large proportion of the higlier classes of animals now living are more or less

specialized ; they stand at or near the head of a series of forms which have become

extinct, and which were much less specialized. For example, there are now living

nearly ten thousand species of bony fishes, while the remains of only about twenty

species have been found in the cretaceous formation. The earlier types of fishes were

generalized or composite in their structure, presenting, besides the cartilaginous

skeleton, a feature occurring in the embryos of lung fishes, characteristics which place

them above the bony fishes. Among fishes, the lung fishes or Dipnoi, are the clearest

example of a generalized type ; they have a notocord, in which respect they resemble

the lancelet and lamprey ; while they possess one or two lungs, in which respect they

resemble the salamanders or batrachians ; thus in some features they are lower, and

in others higher, than any of the bony fishes. There is a strange mixture of characters

in these composite animals, and the living forms may be regarded as old-fashioned,
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archaic types, the survivors of a large group of Devonian forms. They were called

by Agassiz prophetic types, as they pointed to the coming of more highly wrought,

specialized forms, the amphibians. They are now regarded as ancestral forms from

which have originated two lines of organisms, one culminating in the bony fishes, and

the other in the labyrinthodouts and salamanders and other batrachians.

The king or horse-shoe crab {Lirmdus) is likewise a composite, synthetic, compre-

hensive or generalized type, as it is variously called. Its development and structure

shows certain features closely resembling the Arachnida, while it is also closely allied

by other points to the Crustacea, with other features peculiar to itself. Its position in

the scheme of nature is now in dispute, owing to the aduiixture of characters in

which it resembles both the Crustacea and Arachnida. Now Limulus is a survivor or

remnant of a long line of forms which flourished in the palaeozoic seas, at a time when

there were no genuine Crustacea nor Arachnida, which did not arise until long after

the Merostomata {Eurypterus, etc.) and their allies, the trilobites, began to disappear.

These generalized, composite arthropods lived, had their day, and finally gave way to

the hosts of highly specialized modern Crustacea, such as the shrimps and crabs of our

seas, and to the scorpions and spiders inhabiting the land, and which owe their diver-

sity of form to the highly wrought structure of a few special parts.

So, among insects, the earlier were the more generalized, old-fashioned forms. Such

were the white ants, cockroaches, grasshoppers, may-flies and dragon-flies, the earliest

insects known. Their numbers are scanty at the present day. They have been ui

part supplanted by the thousands of species of beetles, moths, butterflies, ants, wasps,

and bees, so characteristic of the present age of the world as compared with the insect

life of the carboniferous period.

Among mammals the horse is the most specialized ; its generalized ancestors were

the Coryphodon and Eohijyjnts. The latter had four usable toes, and the rudiments

of a fifth on each forefoot, and three toes behind. The history of the horse family is

a record of successive steps by which a highly specialized type was produced, culmina-

ting in that extreme form, the American trotting horse, which can only do one thing

well, i. e. excel in trotting over a racecourse.

PHYSIOLOGY.

The most diflicult line of study in biology is to determine how the organs do their

work. This is the ofiice of the physiologist. It is comparatively easy to discover how

a fish uses its fins in swimming, how a mammal walks, how a bird flies ; but it is difli-

cult to ascertain how the internal organs perform their functions ; how the stomach

digests food, exactly what oflice the biliary and pancreatic fluids fill in the compli-

cated process of digestion ; the function of the spleen, and so on with the other viscera.

Here, besides observation and comparison, the physiologist has to rely on experiments

to test the results of his observations. The pathway to a complete understanding of

human physiology lies through the broad and as yet only partially surveyed field

of animal physiology. We can better understand the physiology of digestion in man

by studying the process of intracellular digestion in the Infusoria, the sponges, and

jelly-fish, where, owing to the transparency of the tissues, the process can be actually

observed ; so likewise, the nature of muscular movements can best be understood by

observing under the microscope the contractility of the protoplasm of individual

cells or one-celled organisms. The physiology of reproduction could never have been
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understood without a study of the operations of cell-division, self-fission and gemmar
tion in the one-celled animals and polyps. Our most eminent human physiologists,

such as Remak, Bischoff, von Baer, and others, have had to go to the lower animals for

facts to illustrate the reproductive processes in man. No medical student can in these

days affoi'd to be ignorant of the general laws of animal physiology.

Locomotion.

All the movements of the body, or of the internal organs, with which physiology

has to do, depend primarily on the contractility inherent in the protoplasm filling

the cells of the body. Of the cause of contractility in protoplasm we know uothing.

^ye see its manifestations in the irritability and resulting contractions of the body of

the Amoeba, of the white blood-corpuscle, and other cells and one-celled organisms.

It is this inherent contractility of the protoplasm in muscle-cells which gives rise to

muscular movements.

But the simplest one-celled animals do not move about by means of muscles. The
Amoeba changes its position, Proteus-like, by variously contracting the body, and thus

clianging its form, throwing out root-like processes in different directions. The
Infusoria have permanent thread-like processes, called cilia, by wliich they can swim
about in the water. In the Hydra and other polyps, however, we meet with muscles,

by which the body can contract in certain parts ; in such animals the base of the body
forms a more or less contractile, movable, creeping disc, while the tentacles move
partly by means of their muscular walls, and partly mechanically by filling them with

the oirculatory fluid of the body.

The sea-urchin and starfish move slowly over the sea weed and rocks by means
of long, slender suckers. Extending these by allowing the water to flow into them,

and fastening them to the surface of the object over which they are moving, they then

contract them, and in this way the body is warped slowly along.

In the lower worms, such as the flat-worms, or in the snails, the gliding movement is

due to the muscular contractions of the under side of the body. The gliding motion
of snails is due to a system of extensive muscular fibres within the disc, which act

when the sinuses within the disc are filled with blood; their extension causing the

undulating appearance on the under side of the snail's foot, or creeping disc; but

the snail can only thus move forwards; the lateral movements and shortening of

the foot being produced by oblique muscular fibres.

Rising in the zoological scale, we come to the Crustacea and insects which have
jointed legs, ending, in the latter, in claws adapting the limb both for walking and
climbing. The legs of arthropods are ])erhaps modifications of the lateral fleshy

oar-like appendages of the sea-worms, which have become externally hard and jointed,

with several leverage-systems. The mechanism of locomotion is fundamentally the

same in the legs of arthropods and vertebrates. Space does not permit us to discuss

the subject of the mechanism of walking, running, and flying, but all these movements
are dependent ]irimarily on the contractility inherent in the protoplasm filling the cells

forming muscular tissue.

Digestion.

The most imjiortant organs in the animal system are those relating to digestion, as

an animal may respire solely through its body-walls, or do without a circulatory or

nervous system, but must eat in order to live and grow. The opening by which the
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food is taken into the alimentary canal is called the mouth, whether reference is made

to tlie 'mouth' of a hydra or of a vertebrate. Although the structure of the edges

may differ i-adically, still in most Metazoa tlie mouth is due to an inpushing of the ec-

toderm, however differently the edge may be supported and elaborated. The edges

of the mouth are usually called the li]is, but true lijjs for the first time appear in the

Mammalia. The trituration or mastication of the food is accomplished among tlie in-

vertebrates in a variety of ways, and by organs not always truly homologous.

The object of digestion is to reduce the food into a convenient condition, and to

dissolve or to transform it into tissue-food. How the products of digestion are carried

about in the body, so as to supply the tissues of the various organs, by the circulatory

organs, will be pointed out in the next section. The simplest form of the digestive

process may be seen by a skilled observer in the cells lining the digestive pockets or

chambers in the interior of a sponge or jelly-fish. Each cell has a certain amount of

individuality, taking in, through transitory openings in their walls, particles of food, and

rejecting the waste portions, much as individual Infusoria, which have no stomachs, in-

gest their food, and reject tlie particles which are indigestible or not needed. Not only

has intra-cellular digestion, as it is called, been observed in sponges and jellj'-fishes, as

well as in ctenophores, but also in low worms (Turbellaria).

We will now look at the leading steps in the evolution and specialization of the di-

gestive cavity of animals. In the polyps, such as Hydra and Coryne, it is simply a

hollow in the body. The Hydra draws some little creatui'e with its tentacles into its

storaacli ; there it is acted upon by the juices secreted by the walls of the stomach, and

the hard parts rejected from the mouth. For the technical name of the digestive tract

as a whole, we may adopt Haeckel's term enteron.

In the jelly-fishes the stomach opens into four or more water-vascular canals or

passages, by which the food, when partially digested and mixed witli sea-water, thus

forming a rude sort of blood, supplies the tissues with nourishment. In the sea-anem-

ones and coral polyps, the digestive cavity is still more specialized, and its walls are

partly separated from the walls of the body, though at the posterior end the stomach

opens directly into the body cavity. In the echinoderms and worms do we find for

the first time a genuine digestive tube, lying in the perivisceral space (which, with

Haeckel, we may call the ccelom), and opening externally for the rejection of waste

matter.

In the worms the digestive canal becomes separated into a mouth, an oesophagus,

with salivary glands opening into the mouth, and there is a division of the diges-

tive tract into three regions— i.e., fore (oesophagus), middle (chyle-stomach), and

hind enteron (intestine). In the molluscs and higher worms there is a well-marked

sac-like stomach and an intestine, with a liver, present in certain worms and in the ascid-

ians and molluscs, opening into the beginning of the intestine. All these divisions of

the digestive tract exist still more clearly in the Crustacea and most insects. In the

latter, six or more excretory tubes (Malpigian vessels) discharge their contents into

the intestines, and in the ' respiratory tree ' of the Holothurian, and the segmental

organs of certain woiTns we have organs with probably similar excretory uses.

In the vertebrates, from the lancelet to man, the alimentary canal has, ^\'ithout

exception, the three divisions of oesophagus, stomach, and intestine, with a liver. In

this branch the lungs are modified parts of originally sac-like dilatations of the first divi-

sion of the digestive tract. The intestine is also sub-divided in the mammals into the

small and large intestine and rectum, a coecum being situated at the limits between the
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small and large intestine. We thus observe a gradual advance in the degree of spe-

cialization of the digestive organs, corresponding to the degree of complication of the

animal.— (Packard's Zoology.)

We will now look at the glands which pour their secretion into the digestive canal.

In the worms, salivary glands send their secretion into the throat, while in the polyps

(ccelenterates) and many worms, and in all insects the stomach is lined with a layer of

colored cells which secrete bile ; in the spiders the stomach forms a set of complicated

coecal appendages which secrete a tiuid like bile ; in the Crustacea, and lower molluscs,

there is a liver formed of little glands which open into the beginning of the intestine,

while in the higlier molluscs and in the vertebrates we have a true specialized liver

merely connected with the digestive canal by its ducts.

Thus the original food-stuff is variously treated by animals of different grades.

In the searauemone or any polyp, a very imperfectly digested material is pro-

duced, which is taken at first hand, mixed with the sea-water, and in part churned by the

movements of the body, in part moved about in a more orderly and thorough manner,

in currents formed by the cilia lining the chambers of the body.

In the worms, and insects, etc., the chyle or products of digestion percolates, or

oozes through the walls of the intestine into the body cavity, and there directly mingles

with the blood, and is thus carried in the circulation to every part of the body, however

remote or minute. In the vertebrates, however, this is not so. The chyle, a much

more elaborate fluid than that of the lower animals, is carried by an intricate system

of vessels, called lymphatics, from the intestine to the blood vessels. Thus the process

of digestion becomes increasingly elaborate as we ascend in the animal series, and as

the digestive system becomes more and more complex.

Here again we might look at the chewing apparatus or teeth, arming the mouth, by

which the food is made ready for digestion. To quote from the author's text-book of

Zoology:— Hard bodies serving as teeth occur for the first time in the animal series in

the sea-urchins, wiiere a definite set of calcareous dental processes or teeth, with solid

supports and a complicated muscular apparatus, serves for the comminution of the food,

which consists of decaying animals and sea-weeds. In those echinoderms which do

not have a solid framework of teeth, the food consists of minute forms of life, proto-

zoans and higher soft-bodied animals, or the free-moving young of higher animals,

which are carried into the mouth in currents of water or swallowed bodily with sand

or mud.

Among the worms, true organs of mastication for the first time appear in the

Rotatoria, where the food, such as Infusoria, etc., is crushed and is partly comminuted

by the well-marked horny and chitinous pieces attached to the mastax. In most other

low worms the mouth is unarmed. In the leeches there are three, usually in the

annelids two, denticulated or serrate, chitinous flattened bodies, situated in the exten-

sible pliarynx of these worms, and suited for seizing and cutting or crushing their

prey.

In the higher molluscs, such as the snails (Cephalophora) and cuttles, besides

one or more broad, thin pharyngeal jaws, comparable with those mentioned as existing

in the worms, is the lingual ribbon, admirably adapted for sawing or slicing sea-weeds,

and cutting and boring into hard shells, acting somewL.vt like a lapidary's wheel; this

organ, however, is limited in its action, and in the cuitles, the jaws, which are like a

parrot's beak, do the work of tearing and biting the animals serving as food, which .are

seized and held in place by the suckered arms.
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Ill the crustaceans and insects we have an approach to true jaws, but here they

work laterally, not up and down, or vertically, as in the vertebrate jaws ; the mandi-

bles of these animals are modified feet, and the teeth on their edges are simply

irregularities or sharp processes, adapting the mandibles for tearing and comminuting

the food. It is generally stated that the numerous teeth lining the crop of Crustacea

and insects, serve to further comminute the food after being partially crushed by the

mandibles, but it is now supposed that these numerous points also act collectively as a

strainer to keep the larger particles of food from passing into the chyle-stomach until

finely crushed.

The king-crab burrows in the mud for worms (Nereids, etc.) ; these may be found

almost entire in the intestine, having only been torn here and there, and partly crushed

by the spines of the base of the foot-jaws, which thus serve the purpose effected by

the serrated edges of the mandibles of the genuine Crustacea and insects.

Among vertebrates the lancelet' is no better off than the majority of the coelen-

terates and worms, having no solid parts for mastication ; and the jaws and teeth of

the hag-fish, and even the lampi'ey eel, form a very different apparatus from the jaws

and its skeleton in the higher vertebrates ; and even in the latter the bony elements

differ essentially in form in the different classes, though originating in the same man-

ner in embryonic life. In the birds, the jaw-bones are encased in hoi-ny plates ; true

teeth being absent in the living species, the gizzard being, however, provided with

two hard grinding surfaces ; on the other hand, raamtnals without teeth are excep-

tional.

The teeth of fishes are developed, not only in the jaws, but on the different bones

projecting from the sides and roof of the mouth, and extend into the throat. In

many cases, in the bony fishes, these sharp recurved teeth serve to prevent the prey,

such as smaller fish, from slipping out of the mouth. On the other hand, the upper

and lower sides of the mouth of certain rays {3Iyliohatis) are like the solid pavement

of a street, and act as an upper and nether mill-stone to crush solid shells.

In the toothless ant-eaters the food consists of insects, which are swallowed with-

out being crushed in the mouth ; true teeth are wanting in the duck-bill, their place

being taken by the horny processes of the jaws, while in Steller's manatee the

toothless jaws were provided with horny solid plates for crushing the leaves of succu-

lent aquatic plants. Examjiles of the most highly differentiated teeth in vertebrates are

seen in those animals which, like the bear, are omnivorous, feeding on flesh, insects, and

berries, and which have the crown of the molars tuberculate ; while the canines are

adaj^ted for holding the prey firmly as well as for tearing the flesh, and the incisors

for both cutting and tearing the food.

Circulation.

Intimately associated with the digestive canal are the vessels in which the pro-

ducts of digestion mix with the blood and supply nourishment for the tissues, or, in

other words, for the growth of the body. In the Infusoria the evident use of the con-

tractile vesicles is to aid in the diffusion of the jiartly digested food of these micro-

scopic forms. In the Hydra the food stuff is directly taken up by the cells lining the

coelom, while the imperfectly formed blood also finds access to the hollows of the

tentacles. The mode in which the cells lining the canals in the sponge take up, by

means of pseudopodia, microscopic particles of food, directly absorbing them in their

substance, is an interesting example of the mode of nourishment of the cellular tissues
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of the lower animals. The sea-anemone presents a step in advance in organs of circu-

lation ; here the partly digested food escapes through the open end of the stomach

into the perivisceral chambers formed by the numerous septa, the contractions of the

body churning the blood, consisting of sea-water and the particles of digested food,

and a few blood-corpuscles, hither and thither, and with the cilia forcing it into every

interstice of the body, so that the tissues are everywhere supplied with food.

The water-vascular system of the coelenterates presents an additional step in de-

gree of complexity ; but it is not until we reach the echinoderms, on the one hand,

and such worms as the Nemertes and its allies on the other, where definite tubes or

canals, the larger ones contractile, and, in the latter -type at least, formed from the

mesoderm, serve to convey a true blood to the various parts of the body, that we have

a definite blood system. In the echinoderms a true haemal or vascular system may eo-

e.vist with the water-vascular system. In the annelids, such as the Nereis, one of the

blood-vessels may be modified to form a pulsating tube or heart, by which the blood

is directly forced outward to the periphery of the body through vessels which may, by

courtesy, be called arteries, while the blood returns to the heart by so-called veins.

The molluscs have a circulatory system which presents a nearer approach to the

vertebrate heart and its vessels than even in the crustaceans and insects, for the ven-

tricle and one or two auricles, with the complicated arterial and venous system of

vessels of the clam, snail, and cuttle-fish, truly foreshadow the genuine heart and sys-

temic and pulmonary circulation of the vertebrates. The molluscs, and king-crab, and

the lobster, possess minute blood vessels which present some approach to the capillaries

of vertebrates. The circulation in certain worms, from Nemertes upward, may be said

to be closed, the vessels being continuous ; but they are not so in insects where true

veins are not to be found, the blood returning to the heart in channels or lacunre in

the siiaces between the muscles and viscera.

In vertebrates the ' aortic heart ' of the lancelet or Amphioxus is simply a pulsat-

ing tube, and there are portions of other vessels which are pulsatile, so that there is,

as in some worms, a system of 'hearts.' A genuine heart, consisting of an auricle and

a ventricle only, first appears in the lamprey. This condition of things survives in

fishes, with the exception of those forms, such as the lung-fish (Dipnoans), whose

heart anticipates in structure that of the amphibians and reptiles, in which a second

auricle appears. Again, certain reptiles, such as the crocodiles, anticijjate the birds

and mammals in having two ventricles— i. e., a four-chambered heart. It should be

borne in mind that in early life the heart of all skulled vertebrates (Cr.aniota) is a

simple tube, and as Gegenbaur states, " as it gr.'idiuilly gets longer than the space set

apart for it, it is arranged in an S-shaped looj), and so takes on the form which the

heart has later on." Owing to this change of form it is divided into two parts, the

auricle and ventricle.

A striking feature fii'St encountered in the craniate vertebrates is the presence of a

set of vessels conveying the nutrient fluid or chyle which filters through the walls of the

digestive canal to the blood-vessels ; these are, as already stated, the lymjihatics. In

the lancelet, as well as in the invertebr.ate animals, such vessels do not occur, but the

chyle oozes through the stomach-walls and directly mixes with the blood.

Respiration.

Always in intimate relation with the circulatory system are the means of respira-

tion. The process may be carried on all over the body in the simple animals, such
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as Protozoa or sponges, or, as in ccelenterates, it may be carried on in the water-

vascular tubes of those animals, while in the so-called respiratory tree of echin-

oderms it may go on in company with the performance of other functions by the same

vessels. Respiration, however, is inclined to be more active in such finely subdivided

parts of the body as the tentacles of polyps, of worms, or any filamentous subdivisions

of any of the invertebrates; these parts, usually called gills, present in the aggregate a

broad respiratory surface. Into the hollows of these filamentous processes, which are

usually extensions of the body-walls, blood is driven through vessels, and the oxygen

in the water bathing the gills filters through the integument, and immediately gains

access to and mixes with the blood. The gills of the lower animals api^ear at first

sight as if distributed over the body in a wanton manner, appearing in some species on

the head, in others along the sides of the body, or in others on the tail alone ; but in

fact they always arise in such situations as are best adapted to the mode of life of the

creature.

The gills of many of the lower animals afford an admirable instance of the econ-

omy of nature. The tentacles of polyps, polyzoans, bi'achiopods, and many true worms

serve also, as delicate tactile organs, for grasping and conveying food to the mouth,

and often for locomotion. The suckers or 'feet' of star-fish or sea-urchins also without

doubt help to perform the office of gills, for the luxuriously branched, beautifully-col-

ored tentacles of the sea-cucumber are simply modifications of the ambulacral feet.

In the molluscs, especially the snails and cuttle-fish, the gills are in close relations

with the heart, so that in tlie cuttle-fish the auricles are called ' branchial hearts.' The

gills of crustaceans are attached either to the thoracic legs or are modified abdominal

feet, being broad, thin, leaf-like processes into which the blood is forced by the con-

tractions of the tubular heart. Respiration in the insects goes on all over the interior

of the body, the tracheal tubes distributing the air so that the blood becomes oxyge-

nated in eveiy part of the body, including the ends of all the appendages. The gills

of aquatic insects are in all cases filamentous or leaf-like expansions of the skin permea-

ted by trachete ; they are, therefore, not strictly homologous with the gills of crusta-

ceans or of worms.— (Packard's Zoology.)

We now come to the respiratory organs of the vertebrates, which are in close rela-

tion to the digestive canal. Fii-st the gills : just behind the mouth are openings, called

branchial clefts, on the edges of which arise processes, the gills or branchite. Through-

out these gills are distributed minute arteries and veins, forming a network ; the gills

are bathed in water taken in through the mouth. In the .amphibians and lung-fishes,

(Dipnoi) lungs, which are outgrowths of the enteric canal, replace the swinmiing

bladder of the fishes, the air being now swallowed by the mouth and gaining access by

a special passage, the larynx, to highly sjiecialized organs of respiration, the lungs,

which arc situated in the thoracic cavity neai- the heart.

Nerves and Sensation.

We ha\e seen that animals of comparatively complicated structure perform their

work in the animal economy without any nervous system whatever. In none of the

Protozoans, even the highest infusorians, h.ave true nerve-cells been j'et detected ; in

these animals the tissues are in an inchoate, non-specialized state. It is not until we

rise to the many-celled animals that we observe nerves and nerve-centres. It has been

only recently discovered that in many jelly-fish there is, for the first time in the ani-

mal series, a true nervous system, with definite nerve-centres or ganglia. In the
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liydroids none has been fouml, so that the majority, if not all, of the polyps per-

form their complicated movements, ca))tunng and taking in food, digesting it, and

reproducing their kind, without the aid of what seems, when we study vertebrates

alone, as the most important and fundamental system of organs in the body.

The Protozoa, sponges, and many ccelenterates depend, for the power of motion,

on the irritability and contractility of the protoplasm of the body, whether or not

separated into muscular tissue. Referring to the complicated movements of the Pro-

tozoa, Dr. Krukenberg well says: "The changeful phenomena of life, which we

remark in the smallest organisms— in the rhythm of their ciliary motions, now

strengthened, now slackened; in the rhythmic alternation of the capacity of their

contractile vesicles; in their regulated incomes, deposits, and expenditure; in the

abundance of the visible products of their diverse material exchanges— enable us but

remotely to foresee what is here effected by a harmonious co-operation of countless

processes limited to the smallest space. Let their formal diiferentiation seem to us

ever so slight, just so do these beings become for us all the greater riddles, especially

when we find in them vital manifestations elsewhere displayed in tlie living world

only by apparatus of the most highly comijlex constructions, and in them meet with

processes which, without the orderly co-operation of very different factors, must

remain to us unintelligible." In the Hydra for the first time appear the traces of a

nervous tissue in the so-called neuro-muscular cells, one portion of a cell being muscu-

lar, the other nervous in its functions.

A more definite nervous organization has been detected in the Actinia;, in the

form of disconnected bodies and rod-like nerve cells, and other nervous bodies found

near the eye-s])Ots, and the nerve-cells and fibres at the base of the body ; but a

genuine nervous system for the first time appears in certain naked-eyed jelly-fishes, in

which it is circular, sharing the radiated dispasition of parts in these animals. As the

results of his experiments on the ctenophores, Krukenberg finds that animals of this

class, of comparatively simple structure, and therefore exhiViiting morphological differ-

ences which to us seem trifling, may nevertheless display very diverse reactions when

exposed to similar abnormal conditions in the physiological laboratory. "In our

attempt to explain the occult vital jiowers thus revealed, we are debarred from an

aj)peal to the apparently corresponding diversities sometimes encountered in the case

of the much more comj^lex vertebrates." The echinoderms have a well-developed

nervous system, consisting of a ring (without, however, definite ganglia, though

masses of ganglionic cells are situated in the larger nerves), surrounding the oesopha-

gus, and sending a nerve into each arm ; or, in the holothurians, situated under the

longitudinal muscles radiating from that muscle closing the mouth. Recent researches

on the star-fish sliow, however, that liesides the ring around the mouth, and the five

main nerves passing along the arms or rays, there is a thin nerve-sheath which encloses

the whole body, and is directly continuous with the external epidermis, of which it

forms the deepest Layer. The circumoral and radial nerves are believed to be simply

thickenings of this thin nervous sheet.

In this connection should be mentioned the exijcriments made l)y Romanes, Ewart,

and Marshall, on living Echini, " which lead them to believe in the existence not only

of an external nerve-plexus outside the test, but also of an internal plexus on its inner

surface ; they further believe that the two systems are connected liy nerve-fibi-es run-

ning through the ]ilates of the test or shell."

In all other invertebrate animals, from the worms and Mollusca to the crustaceans
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and insects, the nervous system is fundamentally built nearly upon the same plan.

There is a pair of ganglia above the oesophagus, called the 'brain;' on the under side is

usually a second pair; the four, with the nerves or commissures connecting them, form-

ing a ring. This arrangement of ganglia, often called the ' oesophageal ring,' consti-

tutes, with the slender nerve-threads leading away from them, the nervous system of

the lower worms, in many of which, however, as also in most Polyzoa and Brachio-

poda, the suboesopbageal ganglia are wanting. Now to the oesophageal ring with its

two pairs of ganglia, add a third pair, the visceral ganglia, and we have the nervous

system of the clam and many molluscs.

In the higher ringed worms, the Annulata, and in the Crustacea and Insects, there

is a chain of ganglia, or brains, which, beliind the throat, are ventral, and lie on the

floor of the coelom or body cavity. The highest form of nerve-centre found in the

invertebrate animals, and which hints at the brain and skull of vertebrates, is the

mass of ganglia partly enclosed in an imperfect cartilaginous capsule in the head of

the cephalopods. The nervous cord of the Appendicularia, an ascidian, is con-

structed on the same plan as in the Annulata, but the mode of origin and apparently

dorsal position of the nervous system of the tailed larval ascidian presents features

which apparently anticipate the state of things existing among the lower vertebrates,

such as the lancelet.

We need not here describe the different forms of nervous system in the classes of

invertebrates, but refer the reader to the figures and descriptions of the different

types in the body of this work. It will be well to read the following data concerning

the brain and nervous system, which we quote from Bastian's " The Brain as an Organ

of Mind."

"1. Sedentai-y animals, though they may possess a nervous system, are often head-

less, and they then have no distinct morphological section of this system answering

to what is known as a brain.

"2. When a brain exists, it is invariably a double organ. Its two halves may be

separated from one anothei-, though at other times they are fused into what appears

to be a single mass.

" 3. The component or elementary parts of the brain in these lower animals are

ganglia in connection with nerves proceeding from special impressible parts or sense-

organs ; and it is through the intervention of these united sensory ganglia that the

animal's actions are brought into harmony w'ith its environment or medium.

"4. That the sensory ganglia, which in the aggregate constitute the brain of

invertebrate animals, are connected with one another on the same side, and also with

their fellows on the opposite sides of the body. They are related to one another

either by what appears to be continuous growth, or by means of ' commissures.'

" 5. The size of the brain as a whole, or of its several parts, is therefore always

fairly proportionate to the development of the animal's special sense-organs. The
more any one of these im])ressible surfaces or organs becomes elaborated and attuned

to take part in discriminating between varied external impressions, the greater will be

the proportionate size of the ganglionic mass concerned.

"6. Of the several sense-organs and sensory ganglia whose activity lies at the root

of the instinctive and intelligent life (such as it is) of invertebrate animals, some are

much more important than others. Two of them especially are notable for their

greater proportional development, viz.: those concerned with touch and vision. The
organs of the former sense are, however, soon outstripped in importance by the latter.
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The visual sense, ami its related nerve-ganglia, attain an altogether exceptional devel-

opment in the higher insects and in the highest molluscs.

" 7. The sense of taste and that of smell seeni, as a rule, to be developed to a much

lower extent. In the great majority of invertebrate animals it is even difficult to

point to distinct organs or impressible surfaces as certainly devoted to the reception of

either of such impressions. Nevertheless there is reason to believe that in some

insects the sense of smell is marvellously keen, and so much called into play as to

,
make it for such creatures quite the dominant sense endowment. It is pretty acute also

in some Crustacea.

" 8. The sense of hearing seems to be developed to a very slight extent. Organs

supposed to represent it have been discovered, princip.ally in molluscs and in a few-

insects. It is, however, of no small interest to find that where these organs exist the

nerves issuing from them are most frequently not in direct relation with the brain, but

immediately connected with one of the principal motor nerve-centres of the body.

It is conjectured that these so-called 'auditory saccules' may, in reality, have more to

do with what Cyon terms the sense of space than with that of hearing. The nature

of the organs met with supports this view, and their close relations with the motor

ganglia also become a trifle more explicable in accordance with such a notion.

" 9. Thus the associated ganglia representing the double brain are, in animals pos-

sessing a head, the centres in which all impressions from sense-organs, save those last

referred to, are directly received, and whence they ai-e reflected on to different groups

of muscles— the reflection occurring not at once, but after the stimulus has passed

through certain ' motor ' ganglia. It may be easily understood, therefore, that in all

invertebrate animals perfection of sense-organs, size of brain, and power of executing

manifold muscular movements, are variables intimately related to one another.

"10. But a fairly parallel correlation also becomes established between these

various developments and that of the internal organs. An increasing visceral com-

plexity is gradually attained ; and this carries with it the necessity for a further devel-

opment of nervous communications. The several internal organs with their varying

states are gradually brought into more perfect relation with the ]irincipal nerve-cen-

tres as well as with one another.

"11. These relations are brought about by important visceral nerves in Vermes

and arthropods— those of the ' stomato-gastric systems'— conveying their impres-

sions either direct to the posterior part of the brain or to its peduncles. They thus

constitute internal impressions which impinge upon the brain side by side with t'nose

coming through external sense-organs.

" 12. This visceral system of nerves in invertebrate animals has, when compared

with the rest of the nervous system, a greater proportional development than among

vertebrate animals. Its importance among the former is not dwarfed, in fact, by that

enormous development of the brain and spinal cord which gradually declares itself in

the latter.

"13. Thus impressions emanating from the viscera and stimul.ating tlie organism

to movements of various kinds, whether in jiursuit of food or of a mate, would seem

to have a proportionally greater importance as constituting part of the ordinary mental

life of invertebrate animals. The combination of such impressions with the sense-

guided movements by which they are followed, in complex groups, will be found to

afford a basis for the developmcTit of many of the instinctive acts which animals so

frequently display."
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When we rise to the vertebrates we meet with a form of nervous system quite

different from that of any adult invertebrate animal. In all the vertebrates which

have a definite skull— and this only excludes the lancelet and the aseidians— the

brain is a series of close-set ganglia, forming a mass situated in the skull, with definite

relations to the sense-organs, and tlie spinal cord is situated above the vertebral col-

umn, passing through the spinal canal, which is formed by the contiguous posterior

arches of the several vertebrie composing the spinal, or vertebral column.

While the nervous system of all skulled vertebrates has a definite persistent situa-

tion, and with a similar cellular structure, there is a great difference between the brain

of the fishes and that of mammals, including man. In the fishes the brain cavity is

small compared with the size of the head, the brain being small, and there is a marked

equality in the size of the different lobes forming the brain, the optic lobes being

larger than the cerebral. In amphibians, such as the frog and toad, the brain is

more like that of fishes than of reptiles, but the optic lobes are a little smaller than

the cerebral, while the cerebellum is smaller than in many fishes. In the reptiles, as

seen in snakes, turtles, and crocodiles, the cerebral lobes begin to enlarge, and exceed

in size the optic lobes. Here the ventricle or cavity of the cerebral lobes is larger

than in the fishes, and the rounded eminence projecting from its anterior and inner

surface, called the ' corpus striatum,' is present for the first time.

In birds the brain cavity is much larger than in any of the foregoing classes of

vertebrates, and the cerebral hemispheres are now greatly increased in f^i/.e, so as to

partly cover the optic lobes. The ciTebi'llum is also much larger than before, and

it is transversely ci-eased.

Passing from the birds to mammals, there is seen to be a great advance in the form

of the brain of the latter animals. The brain cavity is much larger, and this is for the

most part occupied by two portions, the cerebrum and the cerebellum. The cerebral

hemispheres entirely conceal from above tlie olfactory and optic lobes, the surface is

convoluted, while behind it either touches or overlaps, so as in man to completely

conceal the cerebellum. The cerebral hemispheres, then, form the back of the mam-
malian brain, and the higher orders are usually characterized by an increase both in

the size of the cerebr.al hemispheres, and as a rule, though there are exceptions noted

farther on, in the number and complexity of the convolutions of the surface. Thus in

the highest mannnals, especially the gorilla and man, the increase<l size of the biain

in pro]iortion to the greater bulk of the body is very marked.

Leuret has ap])roximately shown the average ]>roportional weight of the brain to

the body, in four classes of vertebrates, as follows : in Fishes, as 1 to 5,668 ; in rep-

tiles, as 1 to 1,321 ; in birds, as 1 to 212 ; in Mammalia, as 1 to 186. The brain is,

however, subject to the same laws as other parts of the body. There is in no organ a

regular and continuous progressive increase in size and comjilexity in any class of the

animal kingdom. The size of the cerebral hemisphere differs in different monkeys, and,

as has been remarked by Bastian, in the higher types of lower orders the brain is often

better developed than among the lower types of higher orders. Thus in the Midas

marmoset the convolutions are absent, so that in this respect this jirimate is on a level

with the monotremes and lower marsupials and rodents. In dwarf or small-sized

membei'S of a grou]:) the bi-ain is larger in proportion to the body than in the full-sized

members. Thus among marsupials, as Owen states, the size of the brain of the jiigniy

petaurist is to the size of the body as 1 to 25, while in the great kangaroo it is as 1 to

800 ; among rodents it is as 1 to 20 in the harvest mouse, but is a.s 1 to 300 in the
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cnj)\ bara ; among the Insectivora it is as 1 to GO in the little two-toed ant-eater, but

is as 1 to 500 in the great ant-eater. The brain of a porpoise four feet long may

weigh 1 lb. avoirdupois ; that of a whale {Balmnoptera) 100 feet in length does not

exceed 4 lbs. avoirdupois; in Quadrumana the brain of the Midas marmoset is to the

body as 1 to 20 ; in the gorilla it is as 1 to '200.

" But such ratios do not show the grade of cerebral organization in the mammalian

class; that in the kangaroo is higher than that in the bird, though the brain of a

sparrow be much larger in proportional size to the body : and the kangaroo's brain is

superior in superficial folding and extent of gray cerebral surface to that of the

petaurist. The brain of the elephant bears a less proportion to the body than that of

opossums, mice, and jiroboscidian shrews, but it is more complex in structure, more

convolute in surface, and with proportions of ]>ros- to mes-encephalon much more

nearly than in the human brain. The like remark applies to all the other instances

above cited." Owen explains these facts by saying that the brain grows more rapidly

than the body, and is larger in projiortion thereto at birth than at full growth ;
" so

in the degree in which a species retains the immature character of dwarfishness, the

brain is relatively larger to the body."

The bearing of the facts known as to the relative size of the brain and the convolu-

tions are thus discussed by Bastian :
" There cannot therefore be, among animals of

the same order, any simple or definite relation between the degree of the intelligence

of the creature and the number or disposition of its cerebral convolutions— since this

structural feature of the brain seems to be most powerfully regulated by the mere bulk

of the creature to which it belongs." It fails still more, when comparing representa-

tives of different orders. For example, the beaver's brain is almost smooth, while that

of the sheep has numerous convolutions, which both in number and complexity decid-

edly surpass even those of the dog. Yet among closely related animals and those of

about the same size, especially in species of the same genus, or, as in the case of man,

in individuals of the same species, we may look for some proportional relations between

the development of their cerebral convolutions and their intelligence.

" Size of brain, and with it convolutional complexity, must," Bastian remarks, " be

closely related to the number and variety of an animal's sensorial impressions, and also

to its power of moving continually or with great energy.

"The importance of taking into account the powers of movement possessed

by the animal is fully borne out by the fact that the brain attains such a remarkable

size in the shark, as well as in the porpoise and the dolphin— all of them creatures

whose movements are exceptionally ra]jid, continuous, and varied. The great increase

in the size of the cerebellum in each of these creatures is, therefore, not so surprising;

but it seems very puzzling, at first sight, to understand why this should be accompanied

by a co-ordinate increase in the development of the cerebral hemispheres. For this,

however, there are two causes, the one general and the other more special. It is a fact

generally observed, that sensorial activity, and therefore intelligent discrimination, in-

creases with an animal's powers of movement ; and secondly, there must be special

parts of the cerebral hemispheres devoted to the mere sensory appreciation of move-
ments executed. The nerve elements lying at the basis of this latter appreciation,

however they may be distributed through the hemispheres, would naturally be the

more developed (and, consequently, all the more calculated to help to swell the size of

the cerebrum), in proportion to the variety and continuance of the movements which

the animal is accustomed to execute."
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The tactile sense, or sense of touch is common to all animals ; this is the most fun-

damental sense, of which the other senses are without doubt differentiations. In the

lower Protozoa, such as the Ammba, the sense of touch which they appear to possess

may be due to the inherent irritability and contractility of the protoplasm of which

their bodies are formed.

In the Infusoria, without doubt, the cilia and the flagella with which these animals

are provided are not only organs of locomotion but also of touch. It is probable that

none of the many-celled animals are without the sense of touch unless some of the

sponges, and the root-barnacles {Sacculiiia) may be, by reason of their lack of a nervous

system and otherwise degenerate structure, destitute of any sense whatever.

The most important of the sense organs are undoubtedly ej^es, as they are the

most commonly met with. The transparent spot in the fi'ont of the body of

Euglena viridis, a protophyte, may possibly be the simj^lest of all sense organs ; if so,

it anticipates the eye of animals. The simplest forms of eyes are perhaps those of the

sea-anemone, in which there are, besides pigment cells forming a colored mass, refrac-

tive bodies which may break up the rays of light impinging on the pigment spot, so

that these creatures may be able to distinguish light from darkness. The next stej) in

advance is where a pigment mass covers a series of refractive cells called crystalline

rods or crystalline cones, which are situated at the end of a nerve proceeding from the

brain. Such simple eyes as these, often called eye-spots, may be observed in the flat

worms, and they form the temjjorary eyes of many larval worms, eehinoderms, and mol-

luscs. In some nemertean worms, such as certain species of Polia and Nemertes, true

eyes appear, but in the ringed worm, Neophanta celox, Greef describes a remarkably

perfect eye, consisting of a projecting spherical lens, covered by the skin, behind which

is a vitreous body, a layer of pigment separating a layer of rods from the external part

of the retina, outside of which is the expansion of the optic nerve. Eyes are also sit-

uated on the end of the body in some worms, and in a worm called Polyophthaltnus,

each segment of the body bears a pair of eyes.

The eyes of molluscs are, as a rule, highly organized, until in the cuttle-fish the

eyes become nearly as highly developed as in fishes, but still the eye of the cuttle-fish

is not homologous with that of vertebrates, since in the former the crystalline rods are

turned towards the opening of the eye, while in vertebrates they are turned away from

the opening of the eye, so that, as Huxley as well as Gegenbaur show, the homology

between the eye of the cephaloj^ods and of the vertebrates is not exact.

While, as we have seen, the eyes of the worms and the molluscs are situated arbi-

trarily, by no means invariably placed in the head, in the crustaceans the eyes assume

in general a definite position in the head, except in a schizopod crustacean {Etqihausia),

where there are eye-like organs on the thorax and abdomen. In insects there are both

simple and compound eyes occupying definitely the upper and front part of the head.

The eyes of the lancelet are not homologous with those of the higher vertebrates,

being only minute pigment spots comparable with those of the worms. In the skulled

vertebrates the eyes are of a definite number, and in all the types occupy a definite

])osition in the head.

The simplest kind of auditory organ is to be found in jelly-fishes, where an organ

of hearing first occurs. In these animals, situated on the edge of the disc, are minute

vesicles containing one or more concretionary bodies or crystals. Reasoning by ex-

clusion, these are supposed to represent the ear-vesicles or otocysts of worms and

molluscs ; and the concretions or crystals, the otoliths of the same kind of animals.
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The otoeysts or simple cars of worms ami molluscs are minute and usually

difficult to find, as is the auditory nerve leading from them to the nerve-centres. In

the clam it is to be looked for in the so-called foot. In the snails, as also in cuttle-fish,

the auditory vesicles are placed in the head close to the brain. The ears of Crustacea

are sacs, formed by inpushiugs of the integument and tilled with fluid, into which hairs

]iroject, and which contain grains of sand which have worked in from the outside, or

concretions of lime. These are situated in the shrimps and crabs at the base of the

inner antennai, but in a few other Crustacea, as in Mysis, they are placed at the base

of the lobes of the tail. In the insects the ear is a sac covered by a tympanum, with a

ganglionic cell within, leading by a slender nerve-fibre to a nerve-centre, and in these

animals the distribution of ears is very arbitrary. In the locust they are situated at the

base of the abdomen ; in the green grasshoppers, or katydids, and the crickets, in the

fore tibiie ; and it is probable that, in the butterflies, the antennse are organs of hearing.

The vertebrate ears are two in number, and occupy a distinct permanent position in

llie skull, however much modified the middle and outer ear become.— (Packard's

Zoology.)

" Throughout the animal kingdom," says Romanes, " the powers of sight and of hear-

ing stand in direct ratio to the powers of locomotion ;

" on the other hand, in fixed or

l^arasitic animals, the organs of hearing and sight are among the first to be aborted.

The sense of smell is obscurely indicated by special organs in the invertebrate ani-

mals ; nasal organs, as such, being characteristic of the skulled vertebrates. Whether
organs of smell exist in any worms or not is unknown ; there are certain pits in some

worms which may possibly be adapted for detecting odors. In some insects, at least,

the organs of smell are without doubt well developed ; the antennse of the burying

beetles are large and knob-like, and evidently adapted for the detection of carrion. It

is possible that certain organs situated at the base of the wings of the flies, and on the

caudal appendages of the cockroach and certain flies, are of use in detecting odors.

ANIMAL PSYCHOLOGY.

We have seen that animals have organs of sense, of perception, in many cases

nearly as highly developed as in man, and that in the Mammalia the eyes, ears, organs

of smell and touch differ but slightly from those of our own species ; also that the

brain and nervous system of the higher mammals closely approximate to those of man.

We know that all animals are endowed with sufficient intelligence to meet the ordinary

exigencies of life, and that some insects, birds, and mammals are able, on occasion, to

meet extraordinary emergencies in their daily lives. These facts tend to prove that

all animals, from the lowest to the highest, possess, besides sensations, certain faculties

which by general consent naturalists call mental, because they seem to be of r. kind,

however different in degree, with the mental manifestations of man. Besides in

many if not most highly organized animals, sensations give rise to emotions, and

in the higher animals, as well as man, the latter give rise to thoughts. The study

of mental phenomena is the science of ])sychology. The study of the sensations and

instincts, as well as reasoning powers, of animals, is called animal psychology. The
materials for the study of animal psychology are derived from the observations of

the actions of animals; we do not, so to speak, know what is going on in their minds
;

we draw our conclusions, as to whether an animal thinks or reasons, by studying our

own mental processes. The study of human psychology is a most difficult one: one
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man cannot read other men's minds ; he judges of their mental processes by their

actions and his own mental processes. In the same manner we conclude that animals

reasoTi by judging of their acts alone. If human psychology is an inexact science,

much more so is comparative psychology, which includes human as well as animal

psychology.

Although the Amceba performs operations which are akin to the instinctive acts

of higher animals, it may in general be said that the nervous system is the organ of

mind ; not the brain alone, in animals which have a brain, but the entire nervous

system. The mental manifestations of animals are not alone physiological, i. e. auto-

matic and reflex, but there are, at least in highly organized animals, such as crabs,

insects, spiders, and vertebrates, processes which are psychological as opposed to

physiological.

The elementary or root principle of mind, as distinguished from purely ])hysio-

logical processes, is the power of making a choice between two alternatives presented

to the animal.

As we have said on another occasion, granted that insects have sensibilities, how
are we to prove that they have an intellect ? Simply by observing whether they make
a choice between two acts. " On entering a closet, ants unhesitatingly direct their

steps to the sugar-bowl in preference to the flour-barrel ; one sand-wasp prefers beetle-

grubs to caterpillars, to store up as food for her young. In short, insects exercise

discrimination, and this is tlie simplest of intellectual acts. They try this or that

method of attaining an object. In fact, an insect's life is filled out with a round of

trials and failures."

While no one would doubt that an insect has the power of choice or discrimination,

may this also be said of the lowest organisms, such as the Anaceba ? Mr. Romanes
believes that it can. "Amoeba is able to distinguish between nutritious and non-

nutritious particles, and in correspondence witli this one act of discrimination it is

able to perform one act of adjustment ; it is able to enclose and to digest the nutri-

tious particles, while it rejects the non-nutritious." Some proto])lasmic and unicellular

organisms are able also to distinguish between light and darkness, and to adapt their

movements to seek the one and shun the other; Mr. H. J. Carter thinks that the

beginnings of instinct are to be found so low down in the scale as the Rhizopoda.

As quoted by Romanes in his Animal Intelligence: "Even Athealium will confine

itself to the water of the watch-glass in which it may be placed when away from saw-

dust and chips of wood among which it has been living ; but if the watch-glass be

placed upon the saw-dust, it will very soon make its way over the side of the watch-

glass and get to it." Other facts are cited from Mr. Cai-ter, upon which Mr. Romanes
makes the following reflections :

—
" With regard to these remarkable observations it can only, I think, be said that,

although certainly very suggestive of something more than mechanical response to

stimulation, they are not sufficiently so to justify us in ascribing to these lowest

members of the zoological scale any rudiment of truly mental action. The subject,

however, is here full of difficulty, and not the least so on account of the Amoeba not

only having no nervous system, but no observable organs of any kind ; so that,

although we may suppose that the adaptive movements described by Mr. Carter were

non-mental, it still remains wonderful that these movements should be exhibited by
such apparently unorganized creatures, seeing that as to the remoteness of the end

attained, no less than the complex refinement of the stimulus to which their adaptive
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response was due, the movements in question rival the most elaborate of non-mental

adjustments elsewhere performed by the most highly organized of nervous systems."

It will be a matter of interest to trace the dawnings of mental processes in the

lower animals. Having seen that something more than physiological effects are trace-

able in certain acts of the protozoans ;
jjassing over the sponges, which are at best

retrograde organisms, we come to the coelenterates, especially the jelly-fislies. In

none of these creatures have actions involving intelligence been observed ; all their

acts, so far as yet observed, are i)hysiological, ?. e. reflex, the result of stimulation

from without.

Of the echinoderms, Romanes says : " Some of the natural movements of these ani-

mals, as also some of their movements under stimulation, are very suggestive of purjiose
;

but I have satisfied myself that there is no adequate evidence of the animals being able to

jirofit by individual experience, and therefore, in accordance M'ith our canon, that

there is no adequate evidence of their exhibiting truly mental phenomena. On the

other hand, the study of refle.x action in these organisms is full of interest."

It is possible that the action of the earth-worm, a representative of the annelids,

in drawing leaves down into its hole is " strongly indicative of instinctive action, if

not of intelligent purpose— seeing that they always lay hold of the part of the leaf

(oven though an exotic one) by the traction of which the leaf will, offer least resistance

to being drawn down." To the foregoing statement of Romanes we may add Darwin's

testimony as to the mental powers of the earth-worm, from his work entitled The

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the Action of Worms.
" Worms are poorly provided with sense-organs, for they cannot be said to see,

although they can just distinguish between light and darkness ; they are completely

deaf, and have only a feeble power of smell ; the sense of touch alone is well developed.

They can, therefore, learn little about the outside world, and it is surjirising that they

.should exhibit some skill in lining their burrows with their castings and with leaves,

and, in the case of some species, in piling up their castings into tower-like constructions.

But it is far more surprising that they should apparently exhibit some degree of intel-

ligence instead of a mere blind instinctive impulse, in their manner of plugging up the

mouths of their burrows. They act in nearly the same manner as would a man, who

had to close a cylindrical tube with different kinds of leaves, petioles, triangles of paper,

etc., for they commonly seize such objects by their pointed ends. But with thin ob-

jects a certain number are drawn in by their broader ends. They do not act in the

same unvarying manner in all cases, as do most of the lower animals ; for instance, they

do not dr.ig in leaves by their foot-stalks, unless the basal part of the blade is as nar-

rt)W as the apex, or narrower than it."

The next great type of animals is the molluscs. In many respects the higher

^\•orms, especially the annelids, are more highly organized than the clam, a snail, or

cuttle-fish. The functions of sensation and locomotion are often in molluscs subordi-

nate to the merely vegetative, such as feeding, nutrition, and reproduction. We
should not, as Romanes has said, expect that molluscs would present any considerable

degree of intelligence. " Nevertheless, in the oidy division of the group which has

sense organs and powers of locomotion highly developed— viz., the Cejihalopoda— we
meet with large cejjhalic ganglia, and, it would appear, with no small development of

intelligence."

Beginning with one of the lowest molluscs, the oyster, Romanes quotes from Mr.

Darwin's MS, as follows: "Even the headless oyster seems to profit from experience.
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for Dicquemase asserts that oysters taken from a depth never uncovered by the sea,

open their shells, lose the water within, and perish ; but oysters taken from the same

place and depth, if kept in reservoirs, where they are occasionally left uncovered for a

short time, and are otherwise incommoded, learn to keep their shells shut, and they

live for a much longer time when taken out of the water." Is this act simply reflex?

Limpets have been known, after making excursions from their resting places in order

to browse on seaweed, to return repeatedly to one spot or home. The precise memory
of direction and locality implied by this fact, adds Romanes, "seems to justify us in

regarding these actions of the animal as of a nature unquestioiuxbly intelligent."

Concerning snails Darwin remarks :
" These animals appear also susceptible of some

degree of permanent attachment ; an accurate observer, Mr. Lonsdale, informs me that

he ])laced a pair of land-shells {ITeKx 2}otnatia), one of which was weakly, in a small

and ill-provided garden. After a short time the strong and healthy individual disap-

peared, and was traced by its track of slime over a wall into an adjoining well-stocked

garden. Mr. Lonsdale concluded that it had deserted its sickly mate ; but aftei- an ab-

sence of twenty-four hours it returned, and apparently communicated the result of its

successful exploration, for both then started along the same track and disappeared

over the wall."

Mr. W. H. Dall gives a remarkable instance of intelligence in a snail, kept as a pet

by a child, which recognized her voice and distinguished it from that of others. The
lady who told the story to the person who sent it to Mr. Dall, after stating that her

sister Georgie was, from the age of three years, quite an invalid, and remarkable for her

power of putting herself en rapport with all living things, said :
" Before she could say

more than a few words, she had formed an acquaintance with a toad, which used to

c(mio from behind the log where it lived, and sit winking before her in answer to her call,

and waddle back when she grew tilled and told it to go away. When she was between five

and six years of age, I found a snail shell, as I thought, which I gave to her to amuse

her, on my return from a picnic. The snail soon crawled out, to her delight, and after

night disajjpeared, causing great lamentation. A large, old fashioned sofa in the front

hall was moved in a day or two, and in it was found the snail glued fast ; it had crawled

down stairs. I took a plant jar of violets and, jilacing the snail in it, carried it to her,

and sunk a small toy cup even with the soil, filling it with meal. This was because I

had read that French people feed snails on meal. The creature soon found it, and we
observed it with interest for a while, as we found it had a mouth which looked pink in-

side and appeared to us to have tiny teeth also. We grew tired of it, but Georgie's

interest never flagged, and she surprised me one day by telling us that her snail knew

her and would come to her when she talked to it, but would withdraw into its shell if

anyone else spoke. This was really so, as I saw her prove to one and another time

after time." Mr. Dall adds: "An observer who noticed and remembered the pink

buccal mass, the lingual teeth, and the trnnslucent mistletoe-berry-like eggs, and after

such an interval of time could so accurately describe them, is entitled to the fullest

credence in other details of the story, and I have no doubt of its substantial accuracy,

in s])ite of its surprising nature."

The Crustacea are jjerhaps, as regards intelligence, on a level with the majorit}' of

insects, excepting the white ants and ichneumons, wasps, and bees.

The power of finding their way home, which of course is due to memorv, is illus-

trated in the following instance published by Mr. E. W. Cox in " Nature " for Ajiril

3, 1873. " The fishermen of Fabnouth catch their crabs off the Lizard rocks, and they
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are brought into the harbor at Fahnouth alive and irapoutulcd in a box for sale, and

the shells are branded with marks by which every man knows his own fish. The

place where the box is sunk is four miles from the entrance to the harbor, and that is

above seven miles from the place where they are caught. One of these boxes was

broken ; the branded crabs escaped, and two or three days afterwards they were

ao-ain cauoht by the fisherman at the Lizard rocks. They had been carried to Fal-

mouth in a boat. To regain their home they had first to find their way to the mouth

of the harbor, and when there, how did they know whether to steer to the right or to

the left, and to travel seven miles to their native rocks?" It is scarcely possible to

regard such an instance of what has been called the 'homing instinct,' as a purely

physiological, reflex act, nor to consider the crab a mere automaton.

Mr. Darwin, in his Descent of Man, refers to the curious instinctive habits of the

large shore-crab {Birgus latro), which feeds on fallen cocoa-nuts, " by tearing off the

Imsks fibre by fibre ; and it always begins at that end where the three eye-like depres-

sions are situated. It then breaks through one of these eyes by hammering with its

heavy front pincers, and, turning round, extracts the albuminous core with its narrow

posterior pincers."

Little is really known of the instincts and other intellectual traits of the crusta-

ceans— but when we come to the insects the literature is very extensive, thanks to the

observations of Reaumur, Bonnet, De Geer, Wyman, Bates, Belt, Mtiller, Moggridge,

Lincecum, McCook, Sir John Lubbock, and others.

As we have stated in our Half Hours with Insects :
" Those who obser\'e the ways

of insects have noticed their extreme sensitiveness to external impressions ; that their

motions are ordinarily rapid and nervous. Look at the ichneumon fly as it alights on

a leaf near a caterpillar : with what rapid motions it walks and flies about ; how swiftly

its feelers vibrate ; how briskly it walks up and down surveying its victim. Look at a

mud wasp as it alights near a pool of water to moisten its mouth. How nervous are

its motions, how nimbly it flies and runs about the edge of the water. The ant is a

busy, active, dapper little creature, a nervous brusqueness pervading its movements.

How susceptible insects are to the light may be tested on a damp, dark night by o])en-

ing the windows. In dart a legion of insects of all sorts, each with a different mode

of entrance, some beetle boldly flying about the room in its blundering noisy flight, or

a Clisiocampa moth enters with a bound, and a series of somersaults over the table,

like the entree of a popular clown into the ring of a circus, though the latter may have

the most self-possession of the two.

" Insects aj-e, like most animals, extremely sensitive to electrical phenomena. .Inst

before a thunder shower they are particularly restless, flying about in great numbers

and without any apparent object. The appendages of insects, their feelers and their

legs, must be provided with exquisitely sensitive organs to enable them to receive im-

pressions from without. Everybody knows that insects have acute powers of sight.

That they also hear acutely is a matter of frequent observation. Often in walking

through dry bushes, the noise of one's feet, in crushing through the undergrowth, starts

up hosts of moths, disturbed in their noonday repose. If insects did not hear acutely,

why should the Cicada have such a shrill cry ? For whose ears is the song of the cricket

designed unless for those of some other cricket ? All the songs, the cries, and hum of in-

sect life have their purpose in nature and arc useless unless they warn off or attract

some other insect.

" We know with a good degree of certainty that some insects have an acute sense
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of smell. The carrion beetles scent their booty afar off ; the ants, the moths, all the

insects attracted to flowers by the smell of the lioney in them, evidently have well de-

veloped organs of smell."

The internal structure of the brain of the ant, the bee, as well as the locust and other

insects has been found to be unexpectedly complex, when compared with that of the

higher worms and even the higher Ci'ustacea, such as the lobster and cray fish. The

brain of insects is a much more complicated organ than any of the succeeding ganglia,

consisting more exclusively of sensory cells and nei-vous threads than any succeeding

ones, though the subcEsophageal one is also complex, consisting of sensory as well as

motor ganglia, since this ganglion sends off nerves of special sense to the organs of

taste and smell situated in tlie mouth-appendages. The third thoracic ganglion is also,

without doubt, a complex one, as, in the locusts, the auditory nerves jiass from it to the

ears, which are situated at the base of the abdomen. But in the gi-een grasshoppers,

such as the katydids and their allies, whose ears are situated in their fore legs, the first

thoracic ganglion is a complex one. In the cockroach and in Leptis {Chryso^nla), a

common fly, the caudal appendages bear what are probably olfactory organs, and as

these jjarts are undoubtedly supplied from the last abdominal ganglion, this is proba-

bly composed of sensory and motor ganglion-cells ; so that we have in the ganglionated

cord of insects a series of brains, as it were, running from head to tail, and thus in a

still stronger sense than in Vertebrates the entire nervous system, and not the brain

alone, is the organ of the mind of the insect.

To briefly describe the brain of the locust, an insect not higli in the scale, it is a

double ganglion, but structurally entirely different fi-om, and far more complicated than,

the other ganglia of the nervous system. The cerebral lobes possess a ' central body,'

and in each hemisphere is a ' mushroom body ;
' besides the main cerebral lobes, the

brain has also a pair of optic lobes and optic ganglia, and olfactory or antennal lobes,

and these lobes have their connecting and commissural nerve-fibres, not found in the

other ganglia.

The locust's brain appears to be as highly developed as that of the majority of in-

sects, but that of the ant and the bee is more complicated than in other winged insects,

owing to the much greater complexity of the folds of the calicos or disk-like bodies

capping the double stalk of the mushroom body. Now the ants, wasps, and bees

are pre-eminently social animals, and we see by the structure of the brain why, in

point of intelligence, they may exceed in mental development even the fishes, rep-

tiles, and other lower vertebrates, and almost rival the birds in instinctive and

rational acts.

Experiments and anecdotes bearing upon the intelligence of ants, have been

widely circulated in the works of Lincecum, McCook, Lubbock, Darwin, and Romanes,

space not allowing us to reproduce them. Ants have the sense of sight and of

scent and taste well developed, but the sense of hearing is feeble, sounds of various

kinds not producing any effect upon them : their antennae are not, then, as in some

insects, organs of hearing or smell, but have a delicate sense of touch, and, indeed,

are the most important of sense organs to them. The sense of direction, the power

of memory, are highly developed, and they perliaps are not destitute of the tenderer

emotions, individuals being known to display sympathy for their wounded compan-

ions or healthy friends in distress. Ants also have the power of communicating with

one another, and they are susceptible of education. The young ant is led about tlie

nest and " trained to a knowledge of domestic duties, especially in the care of the
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larvae ; they are also taught to distinguish between friends and foes." When an ant's

nest is attacked by foi-eign ants, the young ones never join in the fight, but confine

tliemselvcs to removing the pup;e ; and Forel has by experiment proved that the

knowledge of hereditary enemies is not wholly instinctive in ants.

Moreover, besides carrying on the complicated duties of the formicary, ants add

to their labors by keeping in their nests milch cows, as the Aphides substantially are

;

they also carry on slave-catching wars, and keep slaves generation after generation,

with the same results of enfeebling and deteriorating the body and mind of the mas-

ters, as has been experienced in human life. Ants also keep pets, and, to go to another

extreme, carry on wars of conquest, rapine, and plunder. A few human races are said

not to bury their dead : if this be so they are inferior to ants, whose care in disposing

of the bodies of their dead has attracted the notice of Sir John Lubbock ; and that

they actually in some cases bury their dead was claimed by Pliny, and substantiated

by recent observers, according to Romanes. And then we have the leaf-cutting ants,

liarvesting ants, honey-making ants, military ants, ants which bridge streams, dig wells,

and tunnel under broad rivers.

Wasps and bees can see much better than ants; indeed, they are far more depen-

dent than the latter on the power of perceiving flowers, they also have a highly

developed sense of direction, powers of communication, while the combined instinc-

tive and reasoning powers they exhibit in making their nests, and in providing for or

caring for their young are proverbial. Whether the instinct of building hexagonal

cells is purely automatic or not has been disputed, but now it is conceded by Darwin,

Romanes, and otliers that the process is not a purely mechanical one, but is " constantly

under the control of intelligent purpose ; " in otlier words, the worker bee knows what

it is about, is a conscious agent.

Spiders also, though their nervous system is much less complicated than that of

ants and bees, as well as insects in general, being built upon a different plan,

show the most astonishing intellectual powers, particularly in spinning their webs

;

wliile as examples of special instincts tlie result of reasoning processes, at least in the

beginning, are the acts of the water spiders, and especially the trap-door spiders.

Spiders also, like ants and bees, are able to distinguish between persons, approach-

ing those they know to be friendly, and shunning strangers. It is well known that

spiders can be tamed, and there are well-authenticated anecdotes testifying to the

high degree of intelligence of these creatures.

Passing now to the branch of vertebrates, we do not find a sudden rise in the

intellectual scale from bees to fishes, but that in reality fishes and reptiles are not so

highly endowed mentally as the most highly organized insects. As Romanes truly

says :
" Neither in its instincts nor in general intelligence can any fish be compared

with an ant or bee,— a fact which shows how slightly a psychological classification of

animals depends upon zoological aflSnity, or even morphological organization."

Fishes, he states, "display emotions of fear, pugnacity; social, sexual, and parental

feelings; anger, jealousy, play, and curiosity. So far, the class of emotions is the

same as that with which we have met in ants, and corresponds with that which is dis-

tinctive of the psychology of a child about four months old."

Of batrachians, frogs and toads have more or less definite ideas of locality, while

they will learn to recognize the human voice and come when called. The general

intelligence of reptiles is higher than that of fishes and batrachians, but low compared

with that of birds. Snakes and tortoises are said to be able to distinguish persons

;
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and snakes, when tamed, exhibit some degree of affection for their master or mistress

;

while cobras may not only be tamed but domesticated.

Between the lower vertebrates and the birds and mammals there is a wide intellec-

tual gulf. In birds, the reasoning as ojiposed to the simply instinctive acts are

numerous. Birds are active, volatile, hot-blooded creatures, all their senses acute,

and their cerebral hemispheres are far better developed than in the lower classes.

To illustrate the high degree of intelligence of birds, we will state some of the con-

clusions given by Romanes, referring the reader to his interesting work on Animal

Intelligence for the anecdotes supporting his generalizations. The memory of birds

for localities is well illustrated by their migratory habit of returning year after year

to the same breeding-place. Buckland gives an account of a jjigeoii which remem-

bered the voice of its mistress after an absence of eighteen months. Wilson relates

an instance where a tame crow, after an absence of about eleven months, recog-

nized his master. Parrots, which are perhaps the most intelligent of birds, sometimes

chatter their phrases in their dreams, and " this shows a striking similarity of psychi-

cal processes in the operations of memory with those which occur in ourselves."

Parrots have the power of association of ideas, and they not only remember, but

recollect ; " that is to say, they know when there is a missing link in a train of asso-

ciation, and purposely endeavor to pick it up."

Among the emotions, birds for the first time show unmistakable feelings of affec-

tion and sympathy. The loves of birds, the pining for an absent mate, and the con-

jugal affection of doves, etc., proves that in them the simple sexual feelings are

heightened and enhanced by the intellect. Their jealousy is proverbial, as seen in

the singing birds; they also show emulation and resentment as well as vindictiveness;

their curiosity— the signs of a quick intellect— is highly developed ; they have

aesthetic emotions, love of bright-colored objects shown by the bower-bird, which

builds its bowers at sporting-places in which the sexes meet, and where the males

display their finery. Moreover, the singing birds, which stand at the head of the

avian series, show a decided fondness for the music of their mates, aside from any

utilit.irian or sexual motives. Canaries, parrots, and doves are well known to take

delight in human vocal or instrumental music.

The nesting habits of birds call out our admiration not only for their wonderful

architectural traits, but for the signs they exhibit of a plastic instinct, where reason

teaches them to modify their nests in situation and form to adapt them to new condi-

tions. In Montana and Colorado the wild goose builds in trees; the cuckoo occa^

sionally lays her eggs on the bare ground, sits on them, and feeds her young; the

falcon, which usually builds on cliffs, has been known to lay its eggs on the ground in

a marsh ; the house-swallow in the United States has changed its nesting habits since

the country was settled and houses were built. The nests of young birds, as first

noticed by Wilson, are distinctly inferior to those of older ones, both in situation and

construction. " As we have here independent testimony of two good observers to a

fact which in itself is not improbable, I think we may conclude that the nest-making

instinct admits of being supplemented, at any rate in some birds, by the experience

and intelligence of the individual. M. Poucliet has also recorded that he has found a

decided improvement to have taken place in the nests of the swallows at Rouen

during his own lifetime ; and this accords with the anticipation of Leroy, that if our

observations extended over a sufficient length of time, and in a manner sufficiently

close, we should find that the accumulation of intelligent improvements by individuals
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of successive generations would begin to tell u})on the inherited instinct, so that all

the nests in a given locality would attain to a higher grade of excellence. Leroy also

states that, when swallows are hatched out too late to migrate with the older birds, the

instinct of migration is not sufficiently imperative to induce them to undertake the

journey by themselves. They perish the victims of their ignorance, and of the tardy

birth which made them unable to follow their parents."

Among the higher mammals are the true domestic animals, the friends of man, who
are caj)able of education and of transmitting striking hereditary traits. Among the

Educabilia we find the horse, dog, pig, ox, sheep, llama, dog, cat. Romanes insists that

the horse is not so intelligent an animal as any of the larger Carnivora, while among lier-

bivorous quadrupeds his sagacity is greatly exceeded by that of the elephant, and in

a lesser degree by that of his congener the ass. We question whether any one who
has seen K.ii tholomew's " Equine Paradox," the twelve trained horses, will not jilace

their intelligence at least as high as that of the pig. Pigs exhibit a degree of intelli-

gence which " falls short only of that of the most intelligent Carnivora." Romanes
claims that the tricks taught the so-called "learned pig" would alone suffice to show
this; "while the marvellous skill with which swine sometimes open latches and fasten-

ings of gates, etc., is only equalled by that of tlie cat."

Among the Carnivora in a wild state, bears claim a high place in tlie psycholog-

ical scale; the most astonishing anecdote is one published in "Nature" since the

appear.ance of Mr. Romanes' book. The story relates to a Russian bear. "The
carcass of a cow was laid out in the woods to attract the wolves, and a spring trap

was set. Next morning the forester found there the track of a bear instead of a wolf

on the snow ; the tr.ap was tin-own to some distance. Evidently the bear had put his

paw in the trap and had managed to jerk it off. The next night the forester hid

himself within shot of the carcass, to watch for the bear. The bear came, but first

pulled down a stack of firewood cut into seven-foot lengths, selected a piece to his

mind, and, taking it up in his arms, walked on his hind legs to the carcass. He then

beat about in the snow all round the carcass with the log of wood before he began his

meal. The forester put a ball in his head, which I almost regret, as such a sensible

brute deserved to live."

Of the rodents, the m.ajority, as the guinea-pig, hare, rabbit, etc., are low in intelli-

gence; the squirrels have however some striking instincts, while the house rat, jier-

haps as the result of generations of persecution by man, has shown much intelli-

gence ; but the reasoning powers exhibited by the beaver are not only exceptional

among rodents, but unique among dumb animals. In his admirable book on the

beaver, the late Mr. Lewis H. Morgan thus speaks regarding what he calls the free

intelligence of this animal: "The works of the beaver afford many interesting illus-

trations of his intelligence and reasoning capacity. Felling a ti'ee to get at its

branches involves a series of considerations of a striking character. A beaver seeing

a birch tree full of spreading branches, which to his longing eyes seemed quite

desirable, maybe supposed to say within himself: 'If I cut this tree through with

my teeth it will fall, and then I can secure its limbs for my winter subsistence.' But
it is necessary that he should carry his thinking beyond this stage, and ascertain

whether it is sufficiently near to his pond, or to some canal connected therewith, to

enable him to transport the limbs, when cut into lengths, to the vicinity of his lodge.

A failure to cover these contingencies would involve him in a loss of his labor. The
several arts here described have been performed by beavers over and over again.
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They involve as well as prove a series of reasoning processes undistinguishable from

similar processes of reasoning j)erformecl by the human mind.

"Again, the construction of a canal from the pond, across the lowlands to the rising

ground uj)on which the hard wood is found, to provide a way for the transportation

of this wood by water, is another remarkable act of animal intelligence. A canal is

not absolutely necessary to beavers any more than such a work is to mankind ; but it

comes to both alike as the progress in knowledge. A beaver canal could only be con-

ceived by a lengthy and even complicated process of reasoning. After the concep-

tion had been developed and executed in one place, the selection of a line for a canal

in another would involve several distinct considerations, such as the character of the

ground to be excavated, its surface elevation above the level of the pond, and the

supply of hard wood near its necessary terminus. These, together with many other ele-

ments of fitness, must be ascertained to concur before the work could be safely entered

upon. When a comparison of a large number of these beaver canals has demonstrated

that they were skilfully and judiciously located, the inference seems to be unavoidable

that the advantages named were previously ascertained. This would require an

exercise of reason in the oi-dinary acceptation of the term.

"And this leads to another suggestion. Upon the upper Missouri these canals are

impossible from the height of the river-banks ; and besides this they are unnecessary, as

the cotton-wood, which is the prevailing tree, is found at the edge of the river. While,

therefore, canals are unknown to the Missouri beavei-s, they are constantly in use among

the beavers of Lake Superior. On the other hand, the ' beaver slides ' so common and

so necessary on the upper Missouri are unnecessary, and therefore unknown, in the Lake

Superior region. Contrary to the common opinion, is. there not evidence of a progress

in knowledge to be found in the beaver canal and the beaver slide ? There was a time,

undoubtedly, when the canal first came into use, and a time, consequently, when it was

entirely unknown. Its first introduction was an act of progress from a lower to a higher

artificial state of life. The use of the slide tends to show the possession of a free intelli-

gence, by means of which they are enabled to adapt themselves to the circumstances by

which they are surrounded. In like manner it has been seen that the lodge is not

constructed upon an invariably typical ])lan, but adapted to the particular location in

which it is placed. The lake, the island, and the bank lodge are all different from

each other, and the difference consists in changes of form to meet the exigencies of

the situation. These several artificial works show a capacity in the beaver to adapt

his constructions to the particular conditions in which be finds himself placed.

Whether or not they evince progress in knowledge, they at least show that the beaver

follows, in these respects, the suggestions of a free intelligence."

The elephant is not only a most sagacious animal, but displays emotions of a high

grade. Were the elephant bred in captivity, we might expect a still greater degree of

intelligence, but it should be borne in mind that the individuals used as beasts of

burden are hunted and tamed, and their intelligence dies with them. Romanes

claims that " the higher mental faculties of the elephant are more advanced in their

development than in any other animal, except the dog and monkej'."

Then comes the cat, whose intelligence is scarcely overrated by the j>opular

judgment. Of all the cat stories we have read, the f(jllowing one, copied from

Romanes, caps the climax for the display of good judgment under trying circum-

stances : while a paraffine Lamp was being trimmed, some of the oil fell upon the back

of the cat, and was afterwards ignited by a cinder falling upon it from the fire. " The
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cat, with her back in a blaze, in an instant made for the door (wliieh happened to be

0|(en) and sped np the street about one hundred yards, where she phmged into the vil-

la<Te watering trough, and extinguished the flame. The trough had eight or nine inches

of water in it and puss was in the habit of seeing the fire put out witli water

every night."

The dog is/)ar excellence the friend of man, and without doubt liis mind has been

moulded as no other animal's, by that of his master. " The intelligence of the dog,"

says Romanes, " is of special, and, indeed, of unique interest, from an evolutionary

point of view, in that from time out of record this animal has been domesticated

on account of the high level of its natural intelligence ; and by persistent contact with

man, coupled with training and breeding, its natural intelligence has been ' greatly

changed. In the result we see, not only a general modification in the way of depend-

ent companionship and docility, so unlike the fierce and self-reliant disposition of all

wild species of the genus ; but also a number of special modifications, i^eculiar to

certain breeds, which all have obvious reference to the requirements of man." Dogs

have long memories, and they are superior to all other animals in their highly devel-

oped emotions. They can communicate simple ideas to one another as well as to

their master, through the naedium of a canine sign-language.

Reaching the highest order of mammals, the Primates, we are confronted Avith

what Romanes maj' be correct in supposing to be " a mental life of a distinctly differ-

ent type from any that we have hitherto considered, and that in their psychology, as

in their anatomy, these animals ajiproach most nearly to Homo sapiens." This, how-

ever, is an open question, and it is held by some that other animals, as the dog, exceed

the monkeys and apes in intelligence. We are not sure, however, but that the monkeys

and apes would, if bred in domestication for successive generations, prove that their

highly developed brains place them on a higher psychological level than the dog, cat,

elephant, hare, or pig. " The orang," says Romanes, " which Cuvier had, used to draw

a chair from one end to the other of a room, in order to stand upon it so as to reach a

latch wliicli it desired to open ; and in this we have a display of rationally adaptive action

which no dog has equalled, although ... it has been closely approached. Again,

Rengger describes a monkey employing a stick wherewith to pry up the lid of a chest,

which was too heavy for the animal to raise otherwise. This use of a lever as a mechan-

ical instrument is an action to which no animal other than a monkey has ever been known

to attain ; and, as we shall subsequently see, my own observation has fully corroborated

that of Rengger in this respect. More remarkable still, as we shall also subsequently see,

the monkey to which I allude as having myself observed, succeeded also by methodical

investigation, and without any assistance, in discovering for himself the mechanical

principle of the screw ; and that monkeys well understand how to use stones as

hammers is a matter of common observation since Dampier and Wafer first described

this action as practised by these animals in the breaking open of oyster-shells."

As regards the brains of apes, Bastian remarks :
" In the conformation of their

brain, the chimpanzee, the gorilla, and the orang approach, as we have seen, most

closely to that of man ; but it must never be forgotten that although in general shape,

in the disposition of its fissures, and in the arrangement of its convolutions, as far as

they go, there is this striking resemblance to the human brain, yet in actual size or

weiglit, the brain of the man-like apes is widely separated from that of man. The
heaviest brain belonging to one of these creatures, as yet examined, has been barely

one half of the weight of the smallest normal human brains, although the weight of
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the entire body in the great gorilla may be nearly double that of an ordinary man.

Tlic brains of these three kinds of 'man-like' apes differ considerably among them-

selves ; as we have seen, each in some resjsects ajjproaches nearer to that of man than

the others, though on the whole it is considered that the brain of the orang is slightly

higher in type than that of the other two."

Bastian also quotes, as follows, from David Hartley's " Observations on Man

"

(1834) :
" It is remarkable that apes, whose bodies resemble the human body more

than those of any other brute creature, and whose intellects also approach nearer to

ours,— which last circumstance may, I suppose, have some connection with the first,

— should likewise resemble us so much in the faculty of imitation. Their aptness in

handling is plainly the result of the shape and make of their fore legs and their intel-

lects together, as in us. Their peculiar chattering may perhaps be some attempt

towards speech, to which they cannot attain, partly from the defect in the organs,

partly, and that chiefly, from the narrowness of their memories, apprehensions, and

associations."

We will close this too rapid view of the supposed facts in animal psychology by
quoting from Bastian the following anecdote from Leuret :

" One of the orangs, which

recently died at the menagerie of the Musee, was accustomed, when the diinier hour

had come, to open the door of the room where he took his meals in company with

several persons. As he was not sufficiently tall to reach as far as the key of the door,

he hung on to a rope, balanced himself, and, after a few oscillations, very quickly

reached the key. His keeper, who was rather worried by so much exactitude, one day

took occasion to make three knots in the rope, which, having thus been made too short,

no longer permitted the orang-utan to seize the key. The animal, after an ineffectual

attempt, recoffnizinc/ the nature of the obstacle ichich opposed his desire, climbed up the

rope, placed himself above the knots, and untied all three, in tlie presence of M. Geof-

frey Saint-Hilaire, who related the fact to me. The same ape wishing to open a door,

his keeper gave him a bunch of fifteen keys ; the ape tried them, in turn, till he had

found the one which he wanted. Another time a bar of iron was 2:»ut into his hands,

and he made use of it as a lever."

Let us now look at the inductions which may be drawn from the facts now known
regarding the intelligence of animals. It is evident that animals are not mere physi-

ological machines. We may, with Romanes, reject the view of Descartes, Huxley, and

others, that animals are merely automata, on the ground that it can never be accepted

by common sense, while " by no feat of logic is it possible to make the theory apply to

animals to the exclusion of man."

We discern in the mental traits of animals, besides reflex acts, those which are in-

stinctive and those which are tlie result of reasoning processes. The following defi-

nitions, by Mr. Romanes, will answer well our purpose :
" Reflex action is non-mental

neuro-muscular adjustment, due to the inherited mechanism of the nervous system,

which is found to respond to particular and often i-ecurring stimuli, by giving rise to

particular movements of an adaptive, though not of an intentional kind.

" Instinct is reflex action into which there is imported the element of conscious-

ness. The term is therefore a generic one, comprising all those faculties of mind
which are concerned in conscious and adaptive action, antecedent to individual expe-

rience, without necessary knowledge of the relation between means employed and ends

attained, but similarly performed under similar and frequently recurring circumstances

by all the individuals of the same species.
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" Reason, or intelligence, is the faculty which is concerned in the intentional adaj)-

tation of means to ends. It therefore implies the conscious knowledge of the relation

between means employed and ends attained, and may be exercised in adaptation to

circumstances novel alike to the exj)erience of the individual and to that of the

species."

It would appear, then, that animals have, in some slight degree, what we call mind,

with its threefold divisions of the sensibilities, intellect, and will. When we study animals

in a state of domestication, especially the dog or horse, we know that they are capable of

some degree of education, and tiiat they transmit the new traits or habits which they

have been taught to their offsjiring ; so that what in the parents were newly acquiretl

habits become in the descendants instinctive acts. We arc thus led to suppose that

the terse definition of instinct, by Murphy, that it is 'the sum of inherited habits,' is

in accordance with observed facts. Indeed, if animals have sufKcient intelligence to

meet the extraordinary emergencies of their lives, their daily so-called instinctive acts,

requiring a minimum expenditure of mental energy, m^ay have originated in previous

generations; and this suggests that the instincts of the present generation may be the

sum total of the inherited mental experiences of former generations.

Descartes believed that animals were automata. Lamarck expressed the opinion

that instincts were due to certain inherent inclinations arising from habits impressed

upon the organs of the animals concerned in producing them.

Darwin does not attempt any definition of instinct ; but he suggests that ' several

distinct mental actions are commonly embraced by this term,' and adds that ' a little

dose, as Pierre Iluber expresses it, of judgment or reason often comes into play, even

in animals low in the scale of nature.' He indicates the points of resemblance be-

tween instincts and habits, shows that habitual action may become inherited, especially

in animals under domestication; and since habitual action does sometimes become

inherited, he thinks it follows that " the resemblance between what originally was a

habit and an instinct becomes so close as not to be distinguished." He concludes

that, by natural selection, slight modifications of instinct which are in any way use-

ful accumulate, and thus animals have slowly and gradually, " as small consequences

of one general law," acquired, through successive generations, their power of

acting instinctively, and that they were not suddenly or specially endowed with

instincts.

Rev. J. J. Miirph}-, in his work entitled Habit and Intelligence, seems to reg.ard

instinct as the sum of inherited habits, remarking that " reason differs from instinct

only in being conscious. Instinct is unconscious reason, and reason is conscious in-

stinct." This seems equivalent to saying that most of the instincts of the present

generation of animals are unconscious automatism, but that in the beginning, in the

ancestors of the present races, instincts were more plastic than now, such traits as

were useful to the organism being preserved and crystallized, as it were, into the

instinctive acts of their lives. This does not exclude the idea that animals, while in

some respects automata, occasionally perform acts which transcend instinct ; that they

are still modified by circumstances, especially those species which in any way come in

contact with man ; are still in a degree free agents, and have unconsciously learned, by
success or failure, to adapt themselves to new surroundings. This view is strength-

ened by the fact that there is a marked degree of individuality among animals. Some
individuals of the same species are much more intelligent than others ; they act as

leaders in different operations. Among dogs, horses, and other domestic animals,
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those of dull intellect are led or excelled by those of greater intelligence, and this

indicates that they are not simple automata, but are also in a degree, or within their

own sphere, free agents.

REPRODUCTION AND EMBRYOLOGY.

On a jjrevious page, as an introduction to the subject of tissues, we discussed some

of the earlier features of the development of animals, but now we need, in a brief

manner, to consider the subject from another point of view, and, in a general way, to

trace it out for the whole animal kingdom.

As soon as the microscope was perfected and constantly used by morphologists as

an instrument of exact research, a flood of light was thrown upon the subject of repro-

duction. In its ultimate analysis reproduction essentially consists in the separation of

a portion of an adult animal from itself, this portion developing into an animal like the

parent. It was seen that in the one-celled animals this process was identical with cell

division, and it was called fission. It was also found that, as in the Hydra and allied

polyps, a bud would form, and develop into a Hydra, and finally separate from the

original parent Hydra. Although in the first place the formation of the bud is due

to cell-division, a single cell giving rise to the bud, this process is called budding or

gemmation. It was likewise discovered that in those animals which produce eggs, the

latter were fertilized by a very minute and greatly modified cell, called the sperm-cell,

or spermatozoon.

Now, in most of the many-celled animals there are two kinds of individuals, one

female, which produces in its ovaries eggs, and the other the male, which produces in

its testes the spermatozoa. Reproduction, or fertilization of the egg, in such animals,

consists in the fusion of the sperm-cell with the nucleus of the egg ; this is called sex-

ual reproduction. From the moment of fertilization begins the life of the germ,

which is called an embryo, while the history of the changes undergone by the embryo

from the time of fertilization of the egg to maturity is called Embryology.

As was said a few pages back, the egg is essentially a simple cell, and in its earlier

condition it is not to be distinguished from the other cells of the rejiroductive organs,

but with development it changes in many resjjects, prominent among which is an in-

crease in size. The essential part of the egg is its protoplasm, but to this is usually

added a varying quantity of a nutritive material, the deutoplasm or food-yolk. Besides,

in most forms, protective envelopes, etc., are added. The most familiar egg, that of

the barnyard fowl, is poorly adapted to give us an idea of the true nature of an egg.

Here the protojilasm is very small in quantity, and forms but a small ]iatch on one side

of the ' yolk,' which is almost entirely jirotoplasm. Another adventitious substance is

the ' white,' while the shell and the membranes are merely protective, and not essential

features. In another respect this egg is unsuited for our purposes, for, at the time of

laying, the segmentation has jirogressed to a considerable extent, and the egg is no

longer to be regarded as a simple cell.

The tyjiical egg, then, is a mass of protoplasm, which is differentiated, as in any

other cell, into nucleus and nucleolus, the latter in turn exhibiting a structure to be de-

scribed below. In almost all eggs there is found one or more protective envelopes,

which, according to the mode of origin, have received different names. When it is

produced by the egg itself, it is called the vitelline membrane ; when by the ovarian

tissues of the parent it receives the name chorion. These envelopes in many forms
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are perforated by one or more minute openings which serve for the passage into the

egg of nutritive material from the jjareat, and for the introduction of water in aquatic

forms. Besides, in many forms there is a lai-ger opening, the microjiyle, for the entrance

of the spermatozoon which is to fertilize the egg.

Kecent investigations have shown that an egg or a cell is far from the simple

structure which it was once imagined to be ; the protoplasm of the cell is not a homo-
geneous substance, while the nucleus or germinative vesicle is very complex. The latter

is enveloped by a special membrane and filled with a protoplasm, in which floats a tan-

gled network of fibres. Wliat is called the nucleolus is now regarded by Flemming
and by Carnoy (two of the most profound students of cells) as a specialized portion or

portions of the network. The nucleolus (there may be three or more in an egg) is

called in the older works tlie germinative spot, or the Wagnerian vesicle, the latter

name being a]iplied in honor of its first discoverer. In the living egg the nucleolus

is usually readily distinguished under the microscojie by its great refraugibility, but to

recognize the network it is necessary to employ stains and other reagents.

This egg, as we have described it, undergoes an extensive and complicated series

of changes (known as the maturation of the egg) before it is ready for impregnation,

although it is to be noted that in some instances the maturation is concomitant

with impregnation. These changes may be summarized as follows:— At first the

nucleus occupies a position near (but rarely at) the centre of the egg ; it now moves to

near the surface, where its membrane breaks down, and the filaments, etc., almost en-

tirely disappear or at least lose their former character. In the place where the last

renniants of the nucleus were seen, there now appears a spindle-shaped body made up
of granules arranged in lines, while from either end other

lines of granules are arranged in a radial manner. The
whole ])resents an appearance closely similar to that seen

when iron filings are exposed to the influence of a horse-

shoe magnet, while from its resemblance to two stars joined

it has received the name amphiaster. It may be observed

in iiassing, that amijhiasters are cliaracteristic not onlv of ^'^ ,^/ —Formation of polar
I !^T I J globule n nucleus ]j polar

the maturation of the egg, but of cell division as well :
giobuie » spmdie shaped

o3' 7 bgure
tlie connection between the two will appear in the sequel.

The maturation spindle usually takes a position at nearly right angles to the surface of

the egg, and soon from the outer end a prominence appears, extending out beyond the

rest of the egg. The spindle now divides, and the prominence separates from the egg
and forms what is known as a polar globule. Again the portion of the spindle which
remains within the egg approaches the surface and a second polar globule is formed in

the same manner as the first. Now, the part of the spindle left in the egg assumes a

nearly spherical condition, and sinks back into the egg, where it appears exactly like

the original nucleus. It is called the female pronucleus.

The meaning of these wonderful phenomejia is far from evident. The best expla-

nation as yet advanced, is that givfen by Balfour and Minot independently, which
gains additional plausibility from the fact that essentially similar phenomena are seen

in tlie formation of the male reproductive elements, the spermatozoa. In brief it is

this :— All cells have inherited from their protozoan ancestors the elements of both
sexes ; they are hermajihroditic, and the eggs and spermatozoa cells are the same. Be-
fore they can unite it is necessary that each should get rid of the element to be sup-

plied by the other, and in this light the formation of the polar globules is to be viewed
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as an climinatiou of the male portion from the egg, while, mutalis mutandis, the same

may be said of the remnants of the motlier-eells from which the spermatozoa are

formed.

Now the egg is ready for that union with the male element, or spermatozoa, which is

called fertilization or impregnation. The process in most if not all forms is essentially

as follows : One or more spermatozoa enter the egg ; in some

cases it has been found that, if more than one entered, the re-

/•Z *.\ Milt was a malformation, to be noticed below; in other eggs,

if:'' \ on the contrary, several spermatozoa are necessary for fertili-

f , , -„, zation. As soon as the head of the spermatozoon enters the

, ,
, , , ,

eut;;, it forms a clear space known as the male pronucleus.
Ill \ 1 1 1 iiu 111 1 1 1 una- ^^ ...

tozoaii into iga, .uni tonna- Arouiid this radial striw appear, and it slowly travels toward
tion of male piouucleus (m), ii ' j

/, femaiepiouucieus, 6,sper- the female pronucleus until the two unite. This comiiound
matozoaii. ^

,
*

Structure, thus formed, is known as the segmentation nucleus.

Now begins the segmentation which was de-
^

scribed briefly on a preceding page, which results ,<: -' ". '
,

iu the conversion of the egg into a mass of cells, /¥)y, '

! ^v
and which need not be repeated here. One inter- / '

estiug fact, however, may be mentioned. Hermann
Fol, in his studies on the development of the star-

fish, found that, if several spermatozoa obtained

entrance to the egg, a corresponding number ai

segmentation nuclei were formed ; and although

development proceeded but a short distance, the

results of this abnormal condition were visible

throughout. Each nucleus formed a centre of seg-

mentation, and when the time arrived for the form- p.jg yj[j _ ^bnmniil "a^uulaion in in

ation of a gastrula, the same influence was felt, and, echinoiienn, the lusuTt ..t nmitipie im-

as shown in the adjacent cut, there were several

invaginations. These observations possess a high interest from a teratological point

of view, as they may afford an explanation of the formation of double monsters.

Metamorphosis.

After the formation of the germ layers as described on pages ix. to xii., the develop-

ment of the various organs proceeds, for the details of which one should consult the

accounts of the different groups in the body of this work, and especially Balfour's clas-

sic Treatise on Comjiarative Embryology. Still we may consider here some of the

questions connected with metamorphosis. This term, which has been employed for

many years, is used to indicate the series of changes which an animal undergoes after

being born or after hatching from the egg. In some cases the changes are very slight,

the young leaving the egg in nearly the adult form, wliile in others, of which a famil-

iar instance is furnished by the butterfly, the modifications which are introduced be-

tween the egg and the mature condition are most startling. As other examples of

these comjilete metamorphoses, we would refer the reader to the jelly-fish, star-fish, sea-

urchins, worms, molluscs, insects, crustaceans, and batrachians, as described in the body

of this work. One of the most curious is that presented by the larval form known as

Aetinotrocha, which converts itself into the mature worm Phoronis, by appaiently

turning itself inside out. If the reader will compare diffei-ent accounts ; and notice tliat
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in the Scame group, sometimes, as in the case of Balanoglossus, even in the same genus,

one species will develop directly, while another has a complicated life history, lie will

be led to the inquiry, What is the meaning, what the use of this metamorphosis in

one and not in the other? If one examines carefully the embryological changes of

those forms hatched in the form of the adult, he will see that frequently they present,

while in the egg, an epitome of the develojDinent of their relatives in whicli the changes

have been much more marked. The question is largely one of nutrition, though many
other conditions enter into the problem. In those forms where the food supply in the

egg is abundant, the tendency is to simplify the development and to accelerate it. All

superfluous features are consequently omitted, or are passed in a hasty manner. On
the other hand, where the amount of food is small, the animal is forced to begin life

for itself at an early date, and hence it needs every protection against the dangers

of its environment.

An interesting point to be noticed in this connection has recently been described by

Mr. W. J. Sollas, in the development of the sponge, Halisarca. In the Mediterra-

nean the embryos of this sponge escaj)e from the tissues of the parent when they

have arrived at the blastula condition, and tliey then swim about freely by means of the

cilia clothing the surface ; in the same species on the shores of the English Chamiel,

the young are retained until after gastrulation and the formation of the canal system.

According to Sollas the explanation of this difference is not difficult. In the Medi-

terranean there are no strong currents, and it is evidently best for the parents to get

rid of the young at as early a moment as possible, thus escaping a longer drain upon

its energies. In the English Channel, on the other hand, the current is very strong,

and were the embryos to be set free at the stage at which they are in the Mediterra-

nean, the chances are that they would be swept away from proper places for their

further development, and hence they are retained until nearly ready for attachment to

the rocks.

The same influences, nutrition and environment, affect other forms. Almost all

crustaceans undergo a complicated metamorphosis, and in their various stages they

lead very different lives. In the young they are usually free-swimming, and hence

they need protection from aquatic foes. This is usually gained in two ways ; by trans-

parent tissues which render them invisible to fishes, and by the development of spines

and processes from the body, which increases their size without materially adding to

their weight, thus preventing their entrance to the mouths of the smaller fonns. Still

not all the Crustacea undergo these changes ; in the whole group of tetradecapods no
metamorphosis is known, while in the land-crabs of the tropics the young, when
hatched, are closely similar to the ])arents. In this latter instance, where the adults

live on the land, only going to the sea at the approach of the breeding season, it is easy

to be seen why the development should be direct.

In other cases the use of larval forms is very evident. Many forms, like the l)ar-

nacles, sponges, and the oysters, lead a stationary life, but the young are free-swim-

ming. This change in form and mode of life undoubtedly is of great benefit to the

species, for if at a given moment the parents were swept out of existence, the young,
living in a different station, would continue the species; and, besides, they serve to

distribute the race from point to point.

The foregoing paragraphs have reference to the larval forms, and the persistence and
value, and the benefits of a metamorphosis. Some of these characters are engrafted on
the primitive stock, while others are due to the origin, the evolution of the group, and
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in all discussions the gi-eatest care must be taken to discriminate between the ancestral'

and the adaptive features. We can best illustrate this by taking the case of tlie de-

velopment of a mammal, and showing how in its various stages it presents a compen-

dium of its history, When, in the mammalian germ, the nervous system and

notochord arise, it is on a level with the larva of an Ascidian ; with the formation of

jjrotovertebrse, it represents the Amphioxus ; a brain, and gill clefts and limbs, indicate

a fish and amphibian stage ; the development of an allantois and closure of the gill

clefts places it on an avian plane ; while with the ajjpearance of a placenta the mam-
malian features are assumed. These successive stages of the individual are closely

paralleled by that of the class. The fleshy, boneless form of Amphioxus and the

tunicates would not be preserved, but from fishes to man the sequence of remains in

the rocks accords with that derived from embryology. It must not be understood

from this that the mammals have been derived from the birds. The true line of descent

is far different, as will be explained on a subsequent page. It merely indicates that

the mammal and the bird have arisen from a common stock, and have pursued the

same course during a portion of their history.

Alteknation of Geneeations and Paethenogenesis.

Having spoken of the normal method of development of animals, we may turn to

certain unusual or abnormal modes of production. As an example of what is known

as alternation of generations may be cited the history of the jelly-fish, such as the

naked-eyed medusse (Melicertum and Campanularia), which at one time of life

develop by budding, at another by eggs ; of the trematode worms, the adult forms of

which lay eggs, while the redia or proscolex of the same worm produces cercarim by

internal budding. Here also may be cited the cases of strobilation of Aurelia, the

tape-worm, Nais, SylUs, and Autoh/tus, among annelids. Thus among ccelenterates

and worms, as well as some Crustacea, a large number of individuals are ])roduced,

not from eggs, but by budding.

Similar occurrences take place among insects, as the A2)his or plant-louse, in which

a virgin Aphis may bring forth in one season nine or ten generations of Aphides, so

that one AjMs may become the parent of millions of yoiuig. These young directly

develop from eggs or buds which are never fertilized, hence the term jiarthenogenesis,

or virgin-reproduction, sometimes called agamogenesis (or birth without marriage).

The bark-lice as well as the Aphides develop in this manner during the warm weather;

but at the approach of cold both male and female Aphides and Coccidae apjiear, tlie

females laying fertilized eggs, the first sjn-ing brood thus being produced in the nor-

mal, usual manner.

Still more like the production of young in the redia of the trcm.atode worms is the

case of the larva of a small gall-gnat (3Iiastor), which during the colder jiart of

the year from autumn to spring produces a series of successive genei-ations of larvaj

like itself, until in June the last brood develops into sexually mature flies, which lay

fertilized eggs.

While the larval Miastor produces young like itself, the pupa of another fly,

Chironomus., also lays unfertilized eggs from which the flies arise.

A number of moths, including the silk-worm moth, are known to lay unfertilized

eggs which produce caterpillars. Among the Hymenojitera, the currant saw-fly, cer-

tain gall-flies, several species of ants, wasps (Polistes), and the honey-bee, are known

to produce fertile young from unfertilized eggs ; in the case of the ants and bees, the
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workers lay eggs which result in the production of males, while the fertilized eggs laid

liy the female ant or queen bee j^roduce females or workers.

Taking all these cases together, parthenogenesis is seen to be due to budding, or

cell-division or multiplication. Now it will be remembered that the egg develops

into an animal by cell-division, so that fundamentally parthenogenesis is due to cell-

division, the fundamental mode of growth; hence, normal growth and partheno-

genesis are but extremes of a single series. In this connection, it wiU be remembered

that all the Protozoa reproduce by simple cell-division, that among them the sexes are

differentiated, that they do not rej^iroduce by fertilized eggs ; hence, so to speak, among
Protozoa, parthenogenesis is the normal mode of reproduction ; and when it exists in

higher animals it may possibly be a survival of the usual protozoan means of stocking

the world with unicellular organisms, with which we know the waters teem. And
this leads us to the teleology or explanation of the cause why parthenogenesis has sur-

vived here and there in the world of lower organizations; it is plainly, when we look

at the millions of Apliides, of bark-lice, the hundreds of thousands inmates of ant-

hills and bee-hives, for the purpose of bringing immediately into existence great

numbers of individuals, thus ensuring the success in life of certain species exposed to

great vicissitudes in the struggle for existence. That this unusual mode of reproduc-

tion is all-important for the maintenance of the existence of most of the parasitic

worms, is abundantly proved when we consider the strange events which make up the

sura total of a fluke or tape-worm's biography. Without this faculty of the comjiara-

tively sudden production of large numbers of young by other than the slow, limited

])rocess of ovulation, the species would be stricken off the roll of animal life.

Dimorphism and Polymorphism.

Involving the production of young among many-celled animals (]Metazoa) by what
is fundamentally a budding process, we have two sorts of individuals. When the

organism is high or specialized enough to lay eggs which must be fertilized, we have a

differentiation of the animal into two sexes, male and female. Reproduction by bud-

ding involves the differentiation of the animal form into three kinds of individuals—
i. e., males, females, and asexual individuals, among insects often called workers or

neuters. These have usually, as in ants and bees, a distinct form, so as to be
readily recognized at first sight. Among the Ccelenterata and worms the forms repro-

ducing by parthenogenesis are usually larval or immature, as if they were prematurely

hurried into existence, and their reproductive organs had been elaborated in advance
of other systems of oi-gans, for the hasty, sudden production, so to speak, of large

numbers of individuals like themselves.

In insects, dimorphism is intimately connected with agamic reproduction. Thus
the summer wingless, asexual Ai^his and the perfect winged autumnal Aphis may be
called dimorphic forms. The perfect female may assume two forms, so much so as to

be mistaken for two distinct species. Thus, an oak gall-fly ( Cynips quercua-spongifica)

occurs in male and female broods in the spring, while the autumnal brood of females

was described originally as a separate species under the name C. acicidata. Walsh
considered the two sets of females as dimorphic forms, and that Cijnips aciculata lays

eggs which produce C. qnercus-spongifica. Among butterflies, dimorphism occurs.

Papilio memnon has two kinds of females, one being tailless, like the tailless male,

while Papilio jmmmon is polymorphic, there being three kinds of females besides

the male.
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There are also four forms of Papilio ajax, tlie three others being originally

described as distinct species under the name of P. 3Iarcellus, P. ielamonides, and P.

walshii. Our Papilio c/laucus is now known to be a dark, dimorphic, climatic form of

the common Papilio turmts. There are dimorphic males among certain beetles, as in

the Golofa hastata of Mexico, in which one set of males are large and have a very

large erect horn on the prothorax, and in the other the body is much smaller, with a

very short conical horn.

Temperature is also associated witli the production of ijolymorjjhic forms in the

temperate regions of the earth, as seen in certain butterflies, southern forms being

varieties of northern forms, and alpine ' species ' proving to be varieties or seasonal

forms of lowland species. For example, Weismann states that the European butter-

flies, Lycaon amyntas and polysperchon are respectively summer and spring broods.

Anthocharis simploiiica is an Alpine winter form of Anthocharis delia, as is Pieris

hryonice of Pieris 7iapi. lu this country, as Edwards has shown, two of the polj--

morphic forms of Papilio ajax— i. e., icalshii and telamonides— come from winter

chrysalids, and P. Marcellus from a second brood of summer chrysalids. It thus

appears that polymorphism is intimately connected with the origin of sjDecies. Per-

haps the most remarkable case of polymori)hism is to be seen in the white ants {Ter-

mites), W'here in one genus there are two sorts of workers, two sorts of soldiers, and

two kinds of males and fem.ales, making eight sorts of individuals ; in the other genera

there are six. Among true ants there are, l^esidcs the ordinary males, females, and

workers, large-headed workers. In the honey-ant {Myrmecocystus mexicatius), be-

sides the usual workers, there are those with enormous abdomens filled with honey.

Other insects, especially certain grasshoppers, are dimorphic. Certain parasitic nema-

tode worms are dimor])hic ; and among the ccElenterates, especially the hydroids, there

is a strong tendency to |iolymorphism.

EVOLUTION.

In a single word— evolution— is comprised that vast complex of factors which

has resulted in the stocking of our earth with plants and animals, each after its kind.

The explanation of the process by which the life-forms of this planet have been

brought into existence is an intricate series of problems within problems, as infinite as

is the variety in nature itself. In early pre-scientific times, in the childhood of the race,

it seemed sufficient to say that every living thing was created, and with this statement

the m.ajority of mankind were content to rest ; not so, however, a few isolated

thinkers, who, from the time of Democritus, have questioned nature, and as earnestly

as reverently sought how these things could have come to pass. When geology began

to assume a definite shape; when Cuvier and Lamarck had sketched out the leading

types of animal life, as Jussieu did the earth's flora ; and after palaeontology began to

be a science, and it became known that the earth had been peopled by successive floras

and faunas, appeared Lamarck and St. Hilaire as philosophers, who combated the

cataclysmic ideas of Cuvier, and who maintained both the unity of organization of

organic beings and the immense lapse of time since the beginning of life— time

enough for the changes and adaptations needed to bring about the present condition of

things. In 1802, twenty-three years before the appearance of Cuvier's Discourse

Sur les Revolutions du Globe, Lamarck uttered these striking words ; ''Pour la nature,

Ic temps ri'est rien, et ti'est jamais une diffictdte ; elle fa toujours d, sa disposition, et
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c'esf 2Mur elle un moyen sans bornes avec lequel die /'ait les plus grandes choses comme
les moindres.''^

In 1809 Lamarck, published his Philosophic Zoologique. This work comprised

tlie results of his speculations as well as of his special work of concise description,

determination, and classification of vegetable and animal species. He was struck with

the differences, but still more with the resemblances in animals ; he noticed their

variations, and, as Martins has said, a triple impression was made on his mind : the

certainty of the variability of species under the influence of external agencies;

that of the fundamental unity of the animal kingdom; finally, the probability of the

successive generation of different classes of animals, arising, so to sjieak, one from

another, like a tree whose branches, leaves, flowers, and fruits are the results of

successive evolutions of a single organ,— the seed or bud.

All this was however speculation, a 2^riori, premature guesses without a broad basis

of facts. The fulness of time had not yet come. The year 1809 was long ante-

rior to the general use of the microscope, before the sciences of embryology, of his-

tology, the doctrine of the cell, and before the principles of palaeontology and zoo-

geography had been founded. Lamarck was almost forgotten, his speculations had

been treated with silent contemjjt or indifference. A period of over half a century

succeeded, an age of busy search for facts, a period jirolific in inductive sciences,— a

sisterhood of knowledge as numerous as the family of Niobe. Li the year 1859,

Darwin, Wallace, Bates, and among botanists. Hooker, unanimously insisted on the

fact of the variation of species and their origin by natin-al causes ; and they supported

their views by special more or less limited theories. Darwin's theory of natural selec-

tion was adopted with a rapidity and unanimity unparalleled in the history of science.

We will now examine the general argument, and state some of the general principles

upon which the modern scientific theory of descent is based.

There are three laws or inductions supporting the theory : 1. Change in the envi-

ronment of the organism, involving adaptation to such change. 2. Transmission by

heredity of ancestral together with acquired traits. 3. The selection of useful traits

and their preseiwation and fixity. Around each of these leading principles cluster

others accessory and indispensable, and doubtless still others may yet be discovered.

The recognition of two factors have attracted fresh attention to the theory of

descent, and caused it to be generally accepted as a working theory indispensable to

biological science; these are (1) the facts of variation with the difticulty of limiting

species and genera, and the discovery of connecting links between the higher groups

of animals, including orders, classes, and sub-kingdoms ; and (2) the influence on the

plant or annual of a change in the environment. The second of these factors was

advocated by Lamarck and St. Hilaire. Since the publication of Darwin's special

theory of natural selection, which was accepted as a vera causa by the large propor-

tion of naturalists, a few have not been satisfied with this theory alone, but have in

various directions gone back of Darwin and natural selection to views like those of

Lamarck, whether they were acquainted with his theory and works or not. Darwin
took the tendency to variation as the foundation upon which to erect the superstruc-

ture of natural selection ; others have sought to account first for the tendency to varia-

tion, and then given natural selection its due place as a secondary, though important,

phase. Had Lamarck, with his unquestioned ability as a thinker and observer, lived at

the present time, when so many new sciences have arisen, and the older ones of chem-
istry and physics have been revolutionized, he would have checked his im.agination
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hei-e and there, and given us a theory well grounded on facts. It was reserved, liow-

ever, for the tireless genius of Darwin, with his masterly handling of facts, to impress

his conclusions on the age, supporting them as he did with an overwhelming array of

facts. His compactly built superstructure was erected on a temporary foundation,

wliieh it will be the work of the future to rebuild with solid masonry, resulting from cen-

turies of labor in the field first pointed out by Lamarck. The influence of Lamarck's

work was feeble, owing to the strong counter-currents set up by Cuvier, Agassiz, and

popular prejudice.

What Lamarck actually accomplished has been restated by Charles Martins. He

noticed the variations of species, both of animals and plants. The best results of

his labors of over thirty years in botany, and afterwards of thirty years in zoology,

were his division of the animal kingdom into vertebrates and invertebrates; his

founding the classes of Infusoria and of Arachnida ; his separation of the Cirripedia

from the Mollusca, only a few years before Thompson discovered their true affinities.

Lamarck had a powerful imagination, and was a born speculator ; but the age in which he

worked was barren of facts, and many of his theories were ill-founded. The grand results

of his work were clear views as to the unity of organization of the animal kingdom,

the filiation of all animal forms, and the influence of external agencies on the varia-

tion of species ; he recognized the effects of use and disuse on the development and

atrophy of organs ; he recognized the agency of the water, of air, of light, of heat, in

bringing about changes in organisms ; finally, Lamarck was the first to construct a

phylogeny or genealogical tree of animals.

Lamarck's doctrine of appetency was carried too far, and exposed his views in

general to ridicule; he maintained that sjiontaneous generation takes place at the

present time ; others have advocated this doctrine since Lamarck, and only within a

few years have the researches of Tyndall led him and Huxley, as well as others, to

aflirm that there is no evidence that the process is now going on.

In his famous controversies with Cuvier, Geoffrey St. Hilaire stated his belief in the

modification of species by changes in the conditions of life. As successors in Europe

may be mentioned the following writers : Wagner, Martins, and Plateau, as well as

those given below.

In Germany, the distinguished anatomist, histologist and embryologist, Kolliker,

in his 'Morphology and developmental History of Pennatulids,' published in 1872, con-

cludes as follows : " Such external forces have operated so as to modify, in many

ways, developmental processes, and no theory of descent is comjilete which does not

take these relations into account. Manifold external conditions, when they operate on

eggs undergoing their normal development, on larvre and other early stages of animals,

and on the adult forms, have produced in them partly ]irogressive, partly regressive,

transformations. ... Of such external forces the most important are the mode of life

(parasitic and free-living animals, land and water animals), nutrition, light, and heat."

In his History of Creation (1873), Haeckel gives full credit to Lamarck's views, say-

ing : " Without the doctrine of filiation, the fact of organic development in general

cannot be understood. We should, therefore, for this reason alone, be forced to

accept Lamarck's theory of descent, even if we did not possess Darwin's theory of

selection." Here may also be mentioned the researches of Siebold and of Brauer, on

the effects of desiccation on the eggs of phyllopod Crustacea, and of Hogg, Dumeril,

Wyman, and others, that the metamorphosis of frogs is hastened or retarded by differ-

ences in temperature and light.
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Weismaiin, in las suggestive work, Studit's in i\w. Thuoiy of Descent, (1875-70),

concludes from his extended investigations on seasonal dimorijhisni, " that differences

of specific value can originate througli the direct action of external conditions of life

only. ... A species is only caused to change through the influence of changing

external conditions of life, this change being in a fixed direction which entirely de-

pends on the physical nature of the varying organism, and is different in different

species or even in the two sexes of the same species."

Weismann has certainly proved that new species arise by difi'erences in climate,

while he also (in a note to the English edition) concedes that sexual selection plays a

very important jjart in the markings and coloring of butterflies, but he significantly

adds, " that a change produced directly by climate may be still further increased l)y

sexual selection."

A second point, and one of particular interest, which the author claims to be eluci-

dated by seasonal dimorphism, is " the origin of variability." Having shown that

"secondary forms are for the most part considerably more variable than jjrimary

forms," it follows that " similar external influences either induce different changes in

the different individuals of a species, or else change all individuals in the same manner,

variability arising only from the unequal time in which the individuals are exposed to

the external influence. The latter is undoubtedly the case, as appears from the differ-

ences which are shown by the various individuals of a secondary form. These are,"

he adds, giving his proofs, "always only differences of degree and not of kind." He
shows that allied species and genera, and even entire families (Pieridse), "are

changed by similar external inducing causes in the same manner, or better, in the

same direction."

In his Ursprung und der Princip des Functionswechsel, (1875), Dr. A. Dohrn
states his belief that new habits induce the organs to exercise ajiparently new func-

tions, which were latent or only partly developed under the original conditions of the

surroundings.

Another work, laden with facts, with not much space wasted on theories, is Semper's

Animal Life as affected by the Xatural Conditions of Existence (1877-81). This is

the first general work especially devoted to an attempt to discover the causes of

variation in animals. As the author says in his preface, "It appears to me that of all

the properties of the animal organism, variability is that which may first and most

easily be traced by exact investigation to its eflicient causes ; and, as it is beyond a

doubt the subject around which at the present moment the strife of opinions is most

violent, it is that which will repay the trouble of closer research." An enumeration of

the subjects treated in the respective cha])ters of this work will give one an idea of the

way in which this diflicult subject should be studied : food and its influence; the influ-

ence of light, of temperature, of stagnant water, of a still atmosphere, of water in

motion; curients as a means of extending or hindering the distribution of species, and

the influence of living organisms on animals.

In the United States a number of naturalists have advocated what may be called

neo-Lamarckian views of evolution, especially the concejttion that in some cases rapid

evolution may occur. The present writer, contrary to pure Darwinians, believes that

many species, but more especially types of genera and families, have been produced by
changes in the environment, acting often with more or less rapidity on the organism,

resulting at times even in a new genus, or even a family type. Natural selection, act-

ing through thousands, and sometimes millions, of generations of animals and plants,
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often operates too slowly ; there are gaps which have been, so to speak, intentionally

left by Nature. Moreover, natural selection was, as usetl by some writers, more an

idea than a vera causa. Natural selection also begins with the assumption of a ten-

dency to variation, and presupposes a world already tenanted by vast numbers of ani-

mals, among which a struggle for existence was going on, and the few were victorious

over the many. But the entire inadequacy of Darwinism to account for the primitive

origin of life-forms, for the original diversity in the different branches of the tree of

life-forms, the interdependence of the creation of ancient faunas and floras on geologi-

cal revolutions, and consequent sudden changes in the environment of organisms, has

convinced us that Darwinism is but one of a number of factors of a true evolution

theory ; that it comes in play only as the last term of a series of evolutionary agencies

or causes ; and that it rather accounts, as first suggested \)\ the Duke of Argyll, for the

preservation of forms than for their origination. We may, in fact, compare Darwinism

to the apex of a pyramid, the larger mass of the pyramid rejiresenting the true theory,

or complex of theories, necessary to account for the world of life as it has been and

now is. In other words, we believe in a modified and greatly extended Lannirckiau-

ism, or what may be called neo-LaTnarckianism.

It is not the design to present here arguments for this tlieoiy of evolution, but to

show what Ameiican authors have written in favor of the incidental, as well as the

periodical, recurrence of sudden or quick evolution, through changes in the environ-

ment, as opposed to the supposed continuous action of natural selection.

Without doubt, that able and philosophic naturalist, the late S. S. Haldeinan, was

not unfavorable to a modified form of Lamarckian views as to the transfoi'mation of

species. His Enumeration of the recent fresh-water Mollusca which are common
to North America and Europe, with Observations on Species and their Distribution,

was published as early as January, 1844. He takes occasion to remark :
" I pretend not

to offer an opinion for or against the Lamarckian, being more anxious to show the in-

sufficiency of the standing arguments against it, and the necessity of a thoi'ough

revision of them, than to take a decided stand (upon a question which I regard as open

to farther discussion) before its facts have been carefully observed, or the resulting gen-

ei'alizations pro])erly deduced ; so that, whether it be admitted or not, it is entitled to

the benefit of all the discoveries which can be brought to bear upon it; and, on this

account, I have not hesitated to give a slight sketch of the theory of transmutation, as

I conceive it to be modified by some of the results of modern science."

In the course of his essay ho remarks : " The reason why the lower orders still

exist is to be looked for in the fact that they are fitted for the circumstances under

which we find them." Again he says : " Although we may not be able, artificially, to

produce a change beyond a definite point, it would be a hasty inference to suppose that

a physical agent, acting gradually for ages, could not carry the variation a step or two
farther; so that, instead of the original, we will say four varieties, they might amount
to six, the sixth being sufficiently unlike the earlier ones to induce a naturalist to con-

sider it distinct. It will now have reached the limit of its ability to exist as the former

species, and must be ready either to develop a dormant organic element, or die ; if the

former is effected, the oscillating point is passed, and the species established upon the

few individuals that were al)le to survive the shock. If the physical revolution sup-

posed to be going forward is arrested, or recedes, the individuals which had not passed

the culminating point remain as a fifth variety, or relapse towards their former station
;

whilst the few which have crossed the barrier remain permanently beyond it, even
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under a partial retrogression of the causes to wliicli they owed their newly developed

organization."

Very significant is the suggestion which follows, as to the cause of comparatively

sudden leaps in the process of evolution : We may suppose some species and indi-

viduals to be more able to pass than others, and that many become extinct from ina-

bility to accomplish it. Under this point of view, a hiatus, rather than a regular

passage, is required between a species and that whence it is supposed to be derived,

just as two crystals may occur, nearly identical in composition, but without an insensi-

ble gradation of intermediate forms ; the laws, both of organic and inorganic matter,

requiring something definite, whence the rarity of hybrids and monsters, themselves

subject to established laws." He adds, in a foot-note :
" The same mineral may crys-

talize with three, six, or twelve angles, but not with five or seven. Are the phases of

organic morpliism subject to less definite laws?"

In the year 1850, Professor Joseph Leidy wrote that a sliglit modification of the

essential conditions of life were sufficient to produce the vast variety of living beings

upon the globe.

In 1853 Dr. Jeffries Wyman published a paper on the effect of the absence of light

on the development of tadpoles, and in 1867 appeared his Observations and Experi-

ments on Living Organisms in Heated Water. Professor Wyman taught the doctrine

of evolution as early as 1861, and probably earlier.

In 1864 B. D. Walsh endeavored to establish the fact that, while the great majority

of species may have been formed by natural selection, some originated " by changes in

the conditions of life, and especially by change of food." H. J. Clark, in his Mind
and Nature (1865), advocated evolution, and even spontaneous generation through

physical processes.

Professor Alpheus Hyatt (in 1866) sliowed that the development of the individual

in the Ammonites agrees with the development of tlie order to which it belongs, and

he afterward showed, by a study of Ammonites of different geological formations, that

just as there are sudden changes of form in the growth of the individual, so species and

genera of one formation rejilace those of another, in such a manner that one form

must liave descended from the other, although the diiTerences between the forms are

very marked.

In 1869 Professor E. D. Cope, in his essay on the Origin of Genera, suggested

that, by an acceleration or retardation in the development of the animal, generic forms

had been produced. He claimed that, " while natural selection operates by the ' preser-

vation of the fittest,' retardation and acceleration act without any reference to ' fitness'

at all ; that, instead of being controlled by fitness, it is tiie controller of fitness." He
also remarks that the "transformations of genera may have been rapid and abrupt,

and the intervening periods of persistency very long ;
" in other words (p. 80), genera

and higher categories have appeared "in geological history by more or less abrupt

transitions, or expression points, rather than by uniformly gradual successions."

It should be observed, however, that Cope did not enter into the causes which
produce acceleration and retardation, but in later papers he has extended and more
fully stated his views.

Marsh's observations, published in 1868, on the transformtion of Siredon into the

ordinary gill-less salamander {Ambhjstoma), was a step in the same direction, i. e. giving
jiroofs of rapid change in the acquisition of new organs, and modifications of existing

ones.
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In The American Naturalist, for December, 1871, the writer assumed, from a

study of cave animals, that these forms were suddenly produced, though the changes

may not have been wrought until, say, after several thousand generations ;
and the theory

of Cope and of Hyatt, of creation by a process involving the idea of accelerated de-

velopment in some species, and retarded development in certain organs of other species,

was adoi.ted. These views were again enforced in Hayden's Bulletin of the United

States Geological Survey (April, 1877), in an article on the Cave Fauna of Utah.

In 1872 the writer (Development of Limulus), from a study of the paleozoic

Crustacea and of the development of Limulus, claimed that it was impossible " that

at the dawn of silurian life these well-marked groups were due entirely to tlie extinc

tion of multitudes of connecting links, such as Mr. Darwin assumes to have been

evolved on the principle of natural selection, with the subordinate agency of sexual

selection and mimicry, etc. The groups are almost as clearly marked as in the present

time, and such a theory seems to us inadequate to account for the rise of such distinct

forms, apparently simultaneous in their appearance at the beginning of the silurian.

The forms are remarkably isolated, and present every appearance of having been in a

degree suddenly produced," i. e., by differences in the temperature and depth of the

water, etc., the differences being due to changes in the physical surroundings of the

organisms. Farther on it is stated :
" I conceive these differences to be due, perhaps,

to sudden changes of temperature in fresh-water pools, to the difference in the density

of fresh and salt w\ater, and the liability of fresh-water pools to dry up, combined with

less apparent causes." It will be seen that these views essentially agree with what is

known as Lamarckianism. In his Monograph of the Geometrid Moths, the writer

attempted to show that climatic and geological causes were important factors in the

production of the genera and species constituting the different faunas.

That changes in the physical surroundings of the organism, rather than the strug-

gle for existence among the animals themselves, jn-oduce new forms of animal life,

was also insisted upon by the writer (Half Hours with Insects, 187G), in the follow-

ing words :
—

" When one looks at the beds of fossil beings of the earlier geologic periods, he

peers into the tombs of millions which could not adapt themselves to their constantly

changing surroundings. No fossil being is known to us which could not have been as

well adapted to its mode of life as the animals now living ; but the conditions of life

changed, and the species, as such, could not withstand the possible influx of new forms,

due to some geological change which induced emigration from adjoining territories, or

to changes of the contour of the surface, with corresponding climatic alterations.

Let one look at the geological map of North America before the cretaceous period,

ere the Rocky Mount.iins appeared above the sea, and reflect on the remarkable changes

that took place to the northward,— the disappearance of an Arctic continent, the re-

]>lacement of a tropical climate in Greenland and Spitzbergen by Arctic cold. Are

there not here changes enough in the physical asjjects of our country to warrant such

hyjwtheses of migrations, with corresponding extinctions and creations of new faunas

out of preceding ones, as are indulged in by naturalists of the present day, in the light

of the knowledge pouring in upon them from Arctic explorers and western geologists?

Granted these extraordinary clianges in the physical surroundings of the animals

whose descendants people our land, do not a host of questions arise as to the result, in

the beings of our day, of these changes in the modes of life, the modes of tliought, so

to sjieak, the formation of peculiar instincts arising from new exigencies of life, which
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have remodelled the whole psychology, as it were, of the animals of our country?

Instincts vary with the varying structure and form of the animals. Change the sur-

roundings, and at once the mode of life and psychology of the organism begin to

undergo a revolution. These changes may result in the gradual extinction of whole

assemblages of animals, which are as gradually replaced by new faunas."

Mr. J. A. Allen has (in his works on the variation of birds, published in 1871, and

especially in subsequent papers) shown the influence of climate and temperature in

directly inducing specific changes, without the agency of natural selection.

In the American Naturalist for March, 1877, Mr. W. H. Dall published a thought-

ful article On a Provisional Hypothesis of Saltatory Evolution. He realizes that

"leaps, gaps, saltations, or whatever they may be called, do occur" in the evolution of

forms. Mr. Dall remarks that " the apparent leaps which Nature occasionally exhibits

may still be perfectly in accordance with the view that all change is by minute differ-

ences, gradually accumulated, in response to the environment."

The articles of Mr. W. H. Edwards on dimorphism and seasonal variation in our

butterflies (Canadian Entomologist, 1877) throw light on the production of species by
climatic changes, and, with Weismanu's work on this subject, published in Germany,

clearly show how many species were called into being by the geological and especially

climatic changes wrought by the advent and departure of the glacial period. All

these works show how many are the causes, much more fundamental than natural

selection, which have played their part in the origin of the varieties, which have been,

however, preserved by natural selection.

In his work on sponges (published May, 1877) Professor Hyatt gives a large

number of novel facts, showing how greatly sponges are modified in form by the nature

of the sea-bottom and the temperature of the water. The same line of thought is

extended in his elaborate treatise on the Steinheim shells, published in 1882.

It should also be said that Huxley has incidentally observed : " We greatly suspect

that Nature does make considerable jumps in the way of variation now and then, and

that these saltations give rise to some of the gaps which appear to exist in the series

of known forms." Galton, Mivart, and W. K. Brooks have also favored the view that

saltations may occur.

Two recent addresses, one by Professor Le Conte of California, aiul the other by
Mr. Clarence King (1877), have forcibly set forth the results upon organic life of the

revolutions in the history of the earth. Professor Le Conte, sjaeaking as a geologist,

represents " the organic kingdom as lying, as it were, passive and plastic under the

moulding hands of the environment." He speaks of "general evolution, changes

of organisms, whether slow or rapid, as produced by varying pressure of external

conditions." Again, he ably remarks :
" There seems good reason to believe that the

evolution of the organic kingdom, like the evolution of society, and even of the

individual, has its periods of rapid movement and its periods of comparative repose

and readjustment of equilibrium." He illustrates this by referring to thp change from

the cretaceous to the tertiary period, involving not only a change in climate, but of

salt water to fresh, and the extinction of some marine animals, as well as the transmu-

tation of others into fresh-water species. Le Conte gives the first place to pressure on

the organism resulting from changed physical conditions, and the second place to

natural selection.

Mr. Clarence King, with his experience as a geologist in the west, iuis advocated

catastrophism in geology, and shows the inadequacy of uniformitarianism in eutirel}



Iviii THE ANIMAL KINGDOM.

accounting for the epochs of the earth's history, and he discusses the results of such

catastrophic views on evokition.

Returning to the consideration of the three factors or fundamental causes bringing

about a tendency to vai'iation, we may first consider the clianges in the relative distri-

bution of land and sea. Geological history is an epitome of the wide-spread and long-

continued changes in the shape of the continents, from the time when, as Laurentian

land-masses, there appeared but isolated nuclei of what are now the continents. Geol-

ogy shows that these primeval incipient continents were original centres of creation,

and that however contiguous continents may have borrowed one another's features,

whether to a limited or wide extent, yet, notwithstanding a nearly uniform tempera-

ture and climate, the evolution and specialization of life-forms went on throughout

the different growing continents, resulting in the zoo-geographical realms of the

present day. Here also should be taken into account the elevation of the Hima-

layas, the Cordilleras of America, and the Alps and other high mountain chains,

producing circumscribed areas, with different climates and other geographical fea-

tures.

Finally came the Ice period, with the division of the eartli's temperature into tor-

rid, temperate, and frigid zones. The changes in the animals and plants resulting from

these events must evidently have brought about (1) the extinction of many older types,

tliose unfitted for the new conditions of life
; (2) the modification of others more

plastic and endowed with greater vitality, while (3) a few forms, such as Lingula,

Ceratodus, etc., endowed with still greater vitality, persisted from early times till now.

They were the sole survivors of changes in physical conditions and of a wreckage of

life-forms, whose remains fill the cemeteries of paleozoic, mesozoic, and tertiary times.

Geological history also sliows that there have been jjeriods of long preparation,

marked by oscillations of continents, finally terminating in crises. Examples are the

accumulations of sediments, their upheaval, metamorphism, and conversion into the

Alleghanies, which marked the end of tlie paleozoic era in eastern North America.

The processes of continent-making went on in the eastern hemisphere, beginning at

the time when Eurojie was an archipelago and ending with the period when these

islands became united, and Europe and Asia were consolidated into a single continent.

The crises in organic life, the origin, rise, culmination, and final extinction of types

of organic life, went hand in hand with these great changes in the physical geography

of our earth, as seen in the history of the trilobites, of the brachiopods, of the Neba-

lids, the Enryj)terids, the Dipnoans, .and the Labyrinthodonts, etc.; and among plants,

the Lepidodendrons, Calamites, Sigillarias, and other extinct forms.

Finally, the embryological development and metamor])hosis of animals often have

a most significant me.aning, being condensed histories of changes which must have

occurred in the history of tlieir type in past ages. The generalized appearance of the

embryo is paralleled by the generalized condition of paleozoic types and their present

survivors ; the sudden assum])tion of special characters at or just before the time of

birth, is jiaralleled by the great specialization in form and structure which went on

throughout tlie world in the mesozoic and tertiary times, when forests of club mosses,

giant Equiseta, and synthetic, broad-leaved conifers, gave way to growths of modern

pines and oaks, beeches, willows, po])lars, mai)les, and other hard-wood trees ; while

among animals thousands of species of bony fishes, and tlie whole class of mammals, re-

placed the generalized quadru]5edal back-boned creatures which haunted the carbon-

iferous forests— growths of old-fashioned tree-ferns and club-mosses, with not a flower-
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ing herb or tree to relieve tlie monotony of the rank, weedy, colossal, but unfinished

plants clothing the liills and plains of those days.

Thus the whole course of de\'eloj)nient was from crude, chaotic, generalized

forms, both animal and plant, to more elaborate, highly-finished, or specialized forms

;

this progress towards higher and better things biological going on hand in hand with

progress in continent-building, the elaboration of lowlands, plateaus, and mountain

chains, until, in the fulness of time, the whole creation revels in marvels of beauty,

in a variety so beautiful and delicate as to appeal to the aesthetic tastes and to form a

training-school in the good, the beautiful, and true for the last product of evolution,

that being who has been endowed with sufficient intelligence to read the history of

creation, and to look up beyond and above the material world to the Infinite Source of

all the physical and evolutional forces which have made the universe.

The facts and inductions we have hastily glanced at were established before Dar-

win published his Origin of Species. The interpretation now given to them is-

mainly due to him, who has shown their full significance. As full proofs, however, ai"e

the facts regarding the conditions of existence which have been mostly collected by

those to whose works we have already referred. These, in the main, are the influence

of light or its absence, temperature, parasitism, etc.

The study of the effect of these physical agents on organisms is still in its infancy;

the facts can best be observed in external nature, and experimentally in the laboratory.

As the result, however, of known facts, it seems evident that the causes of variation,

manifold as they seem to be, are such as to be appreciated by the patient and careful

observer, and this is the direction which biological research is now taking. Changes

in the environment and adaptation to such changes as these, then, are the fundamental

causes of the origin of new forms of life.

The next factor is the transmission to the offspring of changes thus induced, and

to which the organism has become in a slight degree adai)ted. This is heredity.

Of the causes of heredity we know almost nothing. The solution of the problem

belongs to the future. The facts are witnessed by every human being. All organisms

transmit their own ]ieculiarities as well as those of their race, variety, species, genus,

or class to their offspring. Heredity is seen externally in the general shape of the

body or trunk, whether stout or slender ; in the head and in the limbs, even in the

nails and hair, also in the human countenance, in the expression or characteristic fea-

tures, as well as in the skin. The Romans, says Ribot, had their Nasones, Labeones,

Buccones, Capitones, and other names derived from hereditary peculiarities. Internal

peculiarities, such as the shape and size of the bones of the skeleton, and es])ecially

the skull and teeth, are hereditary, and even, says Lucas, the heredity of excess or de-

fect in the number of the vertebra and the teeth has been observed. Tlie circulator}-,

digestive, muscular, and nervous systems obey the same laws, which also govern the

transmission of the other internal systems of the organism. There are some families,

says Ribot, in which the heart and the size of the principal blood-vessels are naturally

very large ; others in which they are comparatively small; and others, again, which

present identical faults of conformation. The general dimensions of the brain, and

even the size and form of the cerebral convolutions, as observed by Gall, are hereditary,

and this author in this way accounted for the transmission of mental faculties. Pecu-

liarities in the blood-vessels and the blood itself may be transmitted, as seen in the ten-

dency in certain families to apoplexy, hajmorrhages, and inflammatory diseases.

Length of life, fecundity or the opposite trait, is hereditary. In some families the hair
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turns gi-ay iu early life ; immunity from small-pox in some families is said to be a well-

established fact ; muscular strength, as seen in running, wrestling, and boating, as well

as dancing, singing, lisping, loquacity and its opposite, and peculiarities in penmanship

and even certain habits besides various physical defects are more or less liereditary

;

and artificial deformities, such as flat heads in the North American Indians, while the

peculiar methods practised by certain Peruvian tribes, the Aymaras, the Huancas, and

the Chinchas, respectively, are known to have been transmitted. Yet there are many

exceptions to the law of heredity, especially as regards temporary and accidental modifi-

cations, such as circumcision, etc. As a rule, however, not only physical but mental

characteristics may be hereditary ; of the latter class are instincts and the senses of color,

touch, lio'ht, hearing, smell, taste. A strong or weak memory is hereditary ; so also a

weak or powerful imagination, peculiarities of intellect, a violent temper or mild dis-

position, a strong or weak will, and finally idiocy or genius may run in families.

In short, no vital phenomenon, physical or mental, is exempt from the law of hered-

ity, yet there are known exceptions, and by care in breeding the domestic animals, as

is well known, physical and moral defects can be eliminated, and in mankind good

judgment in marriage may result in visible improvement in the stock of certain

families.

While the causes of heredity are unknown, attempts to account for them have been

made by various writers. Says Haeekel :
" The cause of heredity is the partial iden-

tity of the materials which constitute the organism of the parent and child, and the

division of this substance at the time of reproduction." " Heredity," adds Ribot, " in

fact, is to be considered only as a kind of growth, like the spontaneous division of a

unicellular plant of the simplest organization." It is evident that in some of the con-

ditions of growth we may find an explanation of the fact of heredity. Another phys-

ical theory is that of ' pangenesis ' as proposed by Darwin, who conceives that cells,

before their conversion into ' form material,' throw off minute atoms whicli he calls

' gemmules,' and which " may be transmitted from the parent to the offspring," and as

he claims, "are generally developed in the gener.ation which immediately succeeds,

but are often transmitted in a dormant state during many generations and are then de-

veloped." Darwin's gemmules are entirely hypothetical, and, as Galton has observed,

the simple experiment of the transfusion of blood, by which a number of ' gemmules'

woidd be inevitably transmitted from one individual to another without the usual

results as regards heredity, would seem to prove that pangenesis is " incorrect." Prof.

W. K. Brooks has, in his work on Heredity, restated the hypothesis, as he claims, " in a

form which is so modified as to escape this objection."

Intimately connected with the subject of heredity is the fact of reversion or atavism,

where a child or young of any animal presents peculiarities evidently inherited not

from its parents, but from its grandparent or a remoter ancestor. Cases in point are

the occasional appearance, in horses, of stripes on the body and legs, which are supposed

by Darwin to have descended from a striped zebra-like ancestor. Darwin gives other

examples, and in himian families certain traits are known to have jumped over one gen-

eration and to descend to the next. It is also a matter of observation that domestic

animals allowed to run wild tend to revert to their former feral condition.

The third factor in evolution is ' natural selection.' Since the time of Laban,

herdsmen and stock-raisers have been able, by careful selection, matching those

cattle, horses, sheep, dogs, etc., which are pre-eminent in desirable qualities, such as

speed, size, draft, or, in the case of cows, good milking, either in quality or quantity,
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to producL' strains noticeable for this or that peculiarity useful to tlieir owners. Dar-

win apjilied this law to animals and plants existing in a state of nature, i. e., wild or

uncultivated ; and claimed that a process of natural selection is going on throughout

the world. This phase of evolution is called 'Darwinism.' The work entitled The
Origin of Species, comprising the results of thirty years of observation and reflec-

tion, was published to support and confirm this special theory.

We will give a condensed statement of the theory of natural selection, from the

author's own recapitulation of his views, presented at the end of his work (fifth

edition, 1871), often using his own words. Domestic animals vary greatly, as the

result of changed conditions of life. " This variability is governed by many complex

laws— by correlation, by use and disuse, and by the definite action of the surround-

ing conditions." " Man does not actually produce variability; he only unintentionally

exposes organic beings to new conditions of life, and then nature acts on the organi-

zation and causes vari.ability." "There is no obvious reason why the principles which

have acted so efliciently under domestication should not act under Nature. In the

survival of favored individuals and races, during the constantly recurring struggle for

existence, we see a powerful and ever-acting form of selection. . . . More individuals

are born than can possibly survive. ... As the individuals of the same species come
in all respects into the closest competition with each other, the struggle will generally

be most severe between tliem ; it will be almost equally severe between the varieties

of the same species, and next in severity between the species of the same genus. On
the other hand, the struggle will often be very severe between beings remote in the

scale of nature."

"With animals having separated sexes, there will be in most cases a struggle

between the males for the possession of the females. The most vigorous males, or

those which have most successfully struggled with their conditions of life, will gener-

ally leave most progeny. But success will often depend on the males having special

weapons or means of defence, or charms ; and a slight advantage will lead to victory."

He then claims that, as geology shows that each land has undergone great physical

changes, we might have expected to find that organic beings have varied under Nature
in the same way as they have varied under domestication. " If, then," he says, "ani-

mals and plants do vary, let it be ever so little or so slowly, why should we doubt that

the variations or individual differences, which are in any way beneficial, would be
preserved and accumulated through natural selection, or the survival of the fittest? If

man can by patience select variations useful to him, why, under changing and complex
conditions of life, should not variations useful to Nature's living products often arise,

and be preserved cr selected."

It is impossible, without the evolution theory, to explain the meaning of rudimen-

tary organs. " Disuse, aided sometimes by natural selection, has often reduced organs,

when they have become useless under changed habits or conditions of life ; and we
can clearly understand on this view the meaning of rudimentary organs. But disuse

and selection will generally act on each creature when it has come to maturity, and
has to play its full part in the struggle for existence, and will thus have little power
on an organ during early life: hence the organ will not be reduced or rendered rudi-

mentary at this early age. The calf, for instance, has inherited teeth which never cut

through the gums of the upper jaw from an early progenitor having well-developed

teeth ; and we may believe that the teeth in the mature animal were reduced, during

successive generations, by disuse, or by the tongue and palate or lips having become
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botter fitted by uatural selection to browse without their aid; whereas, in the calf, the

teeth have been left untouched by selection or disuse, and, on the principle of inheri-

tance at corresponding ages, have been inherited from a remote period to the present

day. On the view of each organic being, with all its separate parts, having been

specially created, how utterly inexplicable it is that organs bearing the plain stani]) of

inutility, such as the teeth in the embryonic calf, or the shrivelled wings under the

soldered wing-covers of many beetles, should so frequently occur! Nature may be

said to have taken pains to reveal her scheme of modification by means of rudimen-

tary organs, embryological, and homological structures, but we wilfully will not

understand the scheme."

We will finally quote the very noble words with which Darwin concludes this

volume : "There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, having been

originally breathed by the Creator into a few forms, or into one ; and that, while this

jilanet has gone cycling on according to tlie fixed law of gravity, from so simjile a

begiiniing, endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been and are being

evolved."

HISTORY OF ZOOLOGY.

Zoology as a descriptive science dates fi'om the time of Linnwus, the father

of natural history, but as a well-grounded science it is scarcely older than 1839,

the date of Schwann's work on the cell, and the period of the manufacture and wide-

s}>read use of good compound microscopes. After the descriptive era of Linnwus

and his successors, arose the era of comparative anatomy and paleontology, twin branches

of biology, engrafted by Cuvier on the tree of zoological knowledge, which was planted,

so to speak, by Liunanis. Then arose the branches of liistology, embryology, and gen-

eral morphology.

The predecessors of Linnaeus, or Carl von Linne, were M.ilphigi, Leeuwenhoek,

Swammerdani, and Eedi, who tlourished before Linna?us was born (1707). Before the

birth of Linnanis, also, there was a general scientific renaissance, which resulted in the

foundation of academies of science; the oldest German scientific society being the

.\cademia Xatura^ Curiosorum, founded at Halle in 165'2. Ten years later (16C'2),

the Royal Society of London was founded. In France, Richelieu founded, as early as

1633, the Academic Franjaise for the promotion of the French langu.age and liter.a-

ture ; in the reign of Louis XIV. the Academic des Sciences was founded ; its first

volume of works beai-s the imjirint Paris, 1671. Three other academies were estab-

lished in Paris, and the five were united under the name of the Institute Franyais.

Then followed the founding of the scientific societies and academies of Berlin (1700),

Upsala (,1720), St. Petei-sburg (1725), Stockholm (1739), Copenhagen (174;o), and

Bologna, whose Commentaries first appeared in 1731.

The history of zoology may be roughly divided into several periods :
—

1. Period of systematic zoologj'.— "While it should not be forgotten th.at Aristotle

gave the name Mollusea to the group still bearing that name, no naturalist of mark
arose until Linnreus was born. In England. Linna?us was preceded by Ray, but bi-

nomial nomenclature and the first genuine classification of .animals dates back to the

Systcma Xaturte, the tenth edition of which appeared in 175S. As the result of his

influence, his own pupils, and also the German traveller and naturalist Pallas, did

much to advance zoo-geography; while the anatomists and physiologists of this period

were Camper, Spallanzani, Wolff, Hunter, and Vicq d'Az\T, the last>-mentioned author

being tlie fii-st to propose the term 'comparative .anatomy."
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2. Period of comparative anatomy uinl jjaleoiitology. — Cuvier, liorri in 17C9, was
the founder of the twin sciences of conij)ar:ilive anatomy and paleontology, and at

Paris centred the great liglits of comparative anatomy, Geoffrey Saint-Hilaire, La-

marck, Bichat, Vicq d'Azyr, Blainville ; France tlien leading the scientific world,

though Germany had her Blumenbach, Zollinger, Tiedemann, Bojanus, and Cams.
Meckel, at his time the leading German anatomist and comjiilcr, studied at Paris

with Cuviei', and so did Richard Owen of England, and Milne-Edwards of France.

Both the latter are still living, Sir Kichard Owen, in his eightieth year, being still

])rolific in monographic memoirs, both morjihological and jialeonlological. Among
wiiters on the doctrine of animal types, who flourished in the lirst thinl of the jiresent

century, were Lamarck, Cuvier, Blainville, and Von Baer. During this period the

science of embryology began to take form under the inspiration of Oken, Pander,

Dollinger, Von Baer, Kathke, and Wolff; this work was carried on in later years by

Coste, Bischoff, Reichert, Kolliker, Vogt, and Agassiz.

The gi'eat activity shown at Paris liy Cuvier in the building u\> of the .fai-din des

Plantes, led to the French exploring expeditions sent out from 1800-18.32 to all

])arts of the world, resulting in enlarged views regarding the number and distribution

of species, and their relations to their environment. The zoologists who went on these

expeditions were Bory de St. Vincent, Savigny, Peron, Lesueui-, Quoy, Gaimard, Vail-

laiit, Eydoux, and Souleyet. From 1823-18-50 England fitted out exploring expedi-

tions under Beechey, Fitzroy, Belcher, Ross, Franklin, and Stanley, the naturalists of

which were Bennett, Owen, Darwin, Adams, and Huxley.

Russia (180.3-1829) sent out expeditions to the north and northeast, accompanied

by the natin'alists Tilesius, Langsdorff, Chamisso, Eschscholtz, and Brandt, all of them

of German birth and education. The L'nited States exploring expedition under Wilkes

(18.38-1842) was, in scientific results, not inferior to any previous ones, the zoolo-

gists being Dana, Couthuoy, and Peale. Of a later voyage under Ringgold, Stimpson

was the naturalist, but the rich final results were lost by fire. At or near the close of

this period, from Germany, Humboldt, Spix, Prince Wied-Xeeuwied, Xatterer, Perty,

Reugger, Tschudi, Schomburgk, Burmeister; from France, de Azara, d'Orbigny, Gay,

Castlen.iu ; and from Denmark, Lund,— travelled at their private expense, an evidence

of the spirit of scientific research then dominating the centres of civilization. Their

followers in the present time have been Wallace, Semper, Bates, Michhicho-Maclay,

Prezvalskv", and many others.

Towards the middle of the century, the leading comparative anatomist and physi-

ologist was Mliller of Berlin. Now began to dawn the modern period of morphology

and embryology, under his insjiiration, and that of Savigny, Sars, Rathke, Agassiz.

General text-books on comparative anatomy, compiled by leading authorities, are

I{. E. Grant's Lectures on Comparative Anatomy (1833^), Wagner's (1834—5),

Owen's Lectures on the Comparative Anatomy of the Invertebrates (1843 and 1855),

and Anatomy of Vertebrates (1866-68); Siebold (invertebrates) and Stannius (verte-

brates) (184.5-46); Rolleston's Foi-ms of Animal Life (1870); Huxley's Anatomy of

the Vertebrates (1871), and Invertebrates (1877); finally the list culminates in the

suggestive work of Gegenbaar (1874), entitled lilements of Comparative Anatomy,

and written from the modern morphological and evolutional standpoint. The lead-

ing text-books of systematic zoology are those of Van der Hoevon (1850), Carus,

and Gerstaecker (1863-75), and lastly that of Clans (1868-84). The gi-eat encyclo-

paedic work, Classen und Ordnungen der Thierreichs, planned and begim by Bronn,
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and continued by Gerstaecker, Hoffmann, Giebel, Hubrecht, Vosmaer, Btitschli, and

others, is a fitting embodiment of the results of higher zoological studies from Lin-

naeus to the present time.

3. Period of Morphology and Embryology.— Tliis period has been distinguished

(1) by the application of the discovery by Schwann of the cellular theory of organized

beings, especially to animals, and the studies of Dujardin and W. Schultze on the nature

of protoplasm, proving that the cell is the unit of oiganization, and that protoplasm

is the basis of life
; (2) by the ai)plication of histological discoveries and methods to

embryological research, and (3) by the application of the doctrine of evolution as a

working theory to account for the common origin of animals from a single simple

organism. If single names are to be mentioned where in fact many have worked

together to accomplish these results, the names of Schwann, of Dujardin and

Schultze, and that of Darwin come first to mind.

In 1665 Robert Hooke distinguished the cells of plants, calling them " cells and

pores," and comparing them to honey-comb. Schwann was the first to discover

animal cells. Schwann first (1839) called the nucleus ' korperchen,' but Valentine

in the same year (1839) invented tlie terms nucleus and nucleolus, since then in uni-

versal use, and Valentine was the first, in his review of Schwann's work in the

Repertorium for 1839, to speak of ' the cellular theory.'

In Carnoy's La Biologic Cellulaire (1884) we find a convenient summary of the

history of the discovery of protoplasm and the doctrine that it forms the living matter

common to vegetable and animal cells. In 1835 Dujardin thus characterized this

substance :
" I propose to name sarcode that which other observers have called a

living jelly, this glutinous, transj)arent, homogeneous substance, which refracts light

a little more readily than water, but much less than oil ; which is extensible and can

stretch itself like mucus, is elastic and contractile, is susceptible of spontaneously

forming spherical cavities or vacuoles, filled with the surrounding liquid, which some-

times forms of it an open network. . . . Sarcode is insoluble in water; at length,

however, it ends by decomposing and leaving behind a grauulous residue. Potassium

does not suddenly dissolve it, as it does mucus or albumen, and appears only to hasten

its decomposition by water ; nitric acid and alcohol suddenly coagulate it and render

it white and opaque. Its properties are then very distinct from those of substances

with which some authors have confounded it, for its insolubility in water distinguishes

it from albumen, and its insolubility in potash likewise distinguishes it from mucus,

gelatine, etc. . . . The most simple anim.als, amoebas, monads, etc., are wholly com-

posed, at least in appearance, of this living jelly. In the higher Infusoria it is con-

tained in a loose tegument which opens on its surface like a network, and through

which it can pass out in a state of almost perfect isolation. . . . We find sarcode in

eggs, zoo]ihytes, worms and other animals; but in these it is susceptible of receiving

with age a degree of organization more complex than in animals lower in the scale.

. . . Sarcode is without visible organs, and without appearance of cellulosity; but,

however, it is organized, because it throws out divers prolongations, drawing along in

them granules, alternately extending and retracting them, and, in a word, it has life."

The observations of the past fifty years have made little change in Dujardin's

characterization of this substance, but his name has become well nigh forgotten, and

for it has been substituted the word protoplasm. This new word was first bestowed

upon it by Purkinje in 1839-40. Afterwards the celebrated botanist Hugo von Mohl,

ignorant of the existence of the word, said in 1846 (Bot. Zeitung), " I believe myself
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authorized to give the name of protoplasm to the semi-fluid substance, azotic, made
yellow by iodine, whicli is spread throughout the cellular cavity, and which furnishes

the material for the primordial utricle and nucleus." Thus a comparative anatomist

and a botanist each independently applied the same name to the living substance com-

mon to both animals and plants.

Dujardin's researches attracted great attention, and in 1861 Max Schultze did not

hesitate to affirm the identity of animal cells in general with sarcode. Brucke (1861),

Schultze (1863), and Kilhne (1864), finally demonstrated the identity of living mat-

ter in the two kingdoms, as to its fundamental physical properties : irritability and

contractility.

Since the beginning of the second half of this century (1850-1884), zoological

science has been developed with great rapidity in all directions, but in none more than

in embryology and morphology, v/hile the number of workers lias vastly increased.

Moreover, the general respect and sympathy for biological research, felt by all edu-

cated minds, has encouraged the active workers ; hence the formation and endowment
of new academies and societies, the establishment and support of journals of advanced

m ^rjjhology ; the building and rearrangement of museums, and the installation of labor-

atories for original research. Private explorations in all parts of the earth, and the

numerous surveys, especially those of the United States, both state and national, have

fostered and extended zoological knowledge.

Several general treatises on embryology have been published, l)y Wolff (1759), Von
Baer, Agassiz, Haeckel and Packard, but the last of these treatises, Balfour's Compar-

ative Emljryology, is an epoch-making work on development, indicating the third

stage in the history of biological science ; Wolff's marking the first, and Von Baer's

the second.

The great steps in the discovery of the way animals reproduce and develop were

the discovery of spermatozoa by Leeuwenhoeck in 1677, and that of the mammalian
egg by Degraaf in 1673. A century and a half later Von Baer confirmed the latter,

and showed that all mammals develop from eggs, and then Coste, Valentin, and Jones

showed that these eggs were hornologous with those of the lower vertebr.ates.

The next step was the discovery by Remak, in 1850, of the three germinal layers;

then Huxley, in 1859, homologized these with the tissues of the cffilenterates. The
last steps to be mentioned are investigations of the brothers Hertwig on the meso-

blast and the coelom, and those of Lang and of Sedgwick on metameric segmentation

and the homology of the blastopore throughout the animal kingdom. While the

future will doubtless produce many important discoveries, and corrections of existing

errors, it would seem that the leading features of embryology are already estal)lished.

The earlier writers on evolution were Lamarck, Geoffrey St. Hilaire, and Goethe.

The literature of evolution, which has characterized the second half of this century,

is the scientific oft"spnng of Darwin's Origin of Species, which appeared in 1859, a pre-

liminary essay by Darwin and by Wallace being offered the previous year. It is the

leaven which has leavened the whole lump of modern scientific and philosophical

thought. It was the work of a zoologist, whose studies of systematic and anatomical

zoology as well as geographical distribution converged toward the conception that

sjiecies had originated from natural causes. Alfred R. Wallace, also, as the result of

his travels and researches on the Amazon River, and especially in the Malay archipel-

ago, arrived nearly simultaneously at the same conclusion ; his original essay written

at Sarawak iu 1855, with others, collected iu 1870, are entitled Contributions to the
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Theory of Natiu'.il Selection, while II. W. Bates, after spending eight years of re-

search and travel in Brazil, was also led to adojit the theory of natural selection.

Fiitz Miiller (Fiir Darwin, dated Desterro, Brazil, 18G3) and his brother, the late Her-

mann Miiller, in numerous botanico-entomological tracts and works, as well as Haeckel

in his History of Creation, his Anthropogeny, and other works, and Weissmanu's

Studies in the Theory of Descent (1875) are the epoch-making works of this period,

based, as they are, on special studies. Expounders of the doctrines were Huxley

(1859), Herl)ert Spencer, Haeckel, Asa Gray, and many others. Of the rise of a

modernized Lauiarckian school in the United States, of which Hyatt, Cope, Dall,

Ryder, and Packard are the supporters, mention has already been made. In Germany

this school is represented especially by Semper.

With a knowledge of zoological classification and embryology, naturalists have,

since the jniblication of Darwin's epoch-making work on the origin of species, published

theories as to the j)robable ancestry and succession of forms, and entered into the con-

struction of genealogical trees, or, in a word, of phylogenies. Haeckel in 1870 first dared

to exjiress diagrammatically his views as to the phylogeny of animals in general, his

most authoritative work relating to the ccelenterates, especially the medusae. Attempts

to trace the genealogy of the insects have been made by Brauei', Packard, Lubbock,

and Mayer; Hyatt has elaborated the phylogeny of the Ammonites, and Owen, Hux-

ley, Kowalevsky, and Marsh the ancestry of certain ungulates, especially of the

horse family, while the phylogenies of the Camelidje, the Carnivora, the Ungulata in

general, and other orders, have been worked out by Co]ie.

The effect of these studies on paleontology has been marked, and have given a new

direction to the study of the geological succession of animals. The great works of

James Hall, of Barrande, of the Surveys of India, and the ex])lorations in the western

tertiaries by Hayden, which were published by Meek, Leidy, and others, and the j^er-

sonal explorations of Marsh and of Cope, as well as those of Gaudry in Europe, have re-

vealed numbers of forms connecting the orders of living reptiles, birds, and mammals,

while the researches on the succession and ancestry of the Ammonites by Hyatt

have ojsened new fields of research.

In 1864 the Norwegian naturalist, M. Sars, and his son, G. O. Sars, carried on

dredging to the depth of over 300 fathoms, showing that Forbes (before that time the

most prominent writer on marine zoology and the laws of bathymcti'ical distribution),

was incorrect in inferring that the sea below the depth mentioned was bai-ren of life.

As early as 1850, Michael Sars opposed Forbes' hypothesis, and in 18G4 published a list

of 92 different sjjccies discovered at 200-300 fathoms on the coast of Norway, and in

1868 he increased the list to 427 species. As the results of his father's and his own
examinations. Prof. G. O. Sars, as early as 1869, said : " The results of these, my deep-

sea researches, was, however, great and interesting quite beyond all anticipation. . . .

And so far was I from observing any sign of diminished intensity in this animal life at

increased depths, that it seemed, on the contrary, to me as if there -VN-as just beginning

to appear a rich and in many respects a peculiar deep-sea fauna, of ^\iiich only a

very incomplete notion had previously existed." The United States Coast Survey,

since 1867, under the inspiration and labors of Agassiz and Pourtales, showed that

the bottom of the Floridan channel, below 800-500 fathoms, was packed with life-

forms ; the Swedish S]ntzbergen expeditions also brought u]j deep-sea animals from

2000-3000 fathoms. Meanwhile, the English government sent out the ' Porcupine' and

other vessels, the naturalists of which were Carpenter and Jeffreys, who carried on
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extensive deep-sea explorations in tlio North Atlantic, which were so successful and

full of interest as to stimulate the British government to equip and send out, under

the scientific direction of Wyville Thompson, aided hy W. von Suhm, Moseley and
others, tlie ' Challenger,' which made a voyage around the globe in 1872-7(3.

The results were full proof of the existence, in all seas throughout the world, of a

fauna unique and extensive, generally known as the abyssal fauna, thus adding a new
world of life, with previously unknown orders of animals, involving new ])roblems in

paleontology and biology, and immeasurably extending our conceptions of the world

and its inhabitants and their mutual relations. The voluminous results of this most

important of all tlie voyages of scientific discovery, since that of Columbus, are still

incomplete. Important additions to the facts gathered by the 'Challenger' and pre-

vious explorations, have been made by the Swedish expedition of the 'Josephine,' the

naturalists of which were Smith and Ljungmann, and by the U. S. Commission of Fish

and Fisheries, S. F. Baird, Commissioner, of which A. E. Verrill, in charge of the in-

vertebrates, has from time to time ])ublished important results.

The Austrian, Portuguese, and French governments have sent out similar expedi-

tions, of which, perhaps, the voyage of the ' Talisman,' in 1883, obtained the richest

results, A. Milne-Edwards being the naturalist in charge.

Extensive researches with the dredge along the coast of the United States were made
by Agassiz, Desor, and especially Stimpson, from the Bay of Fundy, to Florida, Cuba,

and Yucatan ; Packard investigated the shoal-water fauna of Labrador in 1860-64

;

while Verrill, Hyatt, Packard, and others have dredged the coast from the Gulf of St.

Lawrence to Cape Hatteras.

The economic value attached to the fisheries led to the formation of the Fisheries

Commissions of Norway, Germany, and the United States ; that of the latter, under

Baird, being especially rich in purely scientific results.

The ravages of injurious insects, involving economic questions of vast moment,

have attracted attention from time inmiemorial. The destruction of crops and of

forests by these pests led Ratzeburg to devote his life to the subject, resulting in the

l>reparation of the monumental tomes, richly illustrated and replete with facts, which

have given him an enduring fame. The works of Bouche, Boisduval, and others in

Europe, and of Harris in this country, are also classics.

In America, the state governments established the office of state entomologists,

whose reports, particularly those of Fitch, Walsh, and Riley, are standard works

of reference. The invasion of locusts in the western states and territories led

the national government to establish the U. S. Entomological Commission, consisting

of Riley, Packard, and Thomas, which existed for five years (1877-81).

In 1873 Agassiz established at Penikese, an island in Buzzard's Bay, a seaside labor-

atory for teachers and for students of marine animals. After two years it ceased to

exist. It led to the formation of the Chesapeake Zoological Laboratory of the Johns

Hopkins LTniversity, under the direction of Prof. W. K. Brooks, while Mr. A. Agassiz

built a well-appointed jirivate laboratory at Newport. Led by Agassiz's example,

Anton Dohrn established the costly zoological station at Naples, where gather natural-

ists of different countries, whose researches, carried on under such favorable auspices,

have had a manifest influence on morphological studies. Smaller laboratories have

been established by Lacaze Duthlers at Roseoff, Banyul sur Mer in France, and by
Hyatt at Annisquam, in Massachusetts; while during the years 1876-81 a summer
school of biology founded liy Packard, was carried on by the Peabody Academy of

Science at Salem, Massachusetts.
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Let us now review in a brief manner the work done by our countrymen. Ameri-

can zoological science dates only from 1796, when Barton iiublished his memoir On the

Fascination attributed to the Rattlesnake, while his Facts, Observations, and Conjectures

on the Generation of the Opossum appeared in 1801. These were simply memoirs,

but still talented productions and not unworthy to begin the century. Previous to

this, John Bartram published a few zoological tracts in the Philosophical Ti-ausactions

of the Royal Society of London, the first appearing in 1744.

American systematic zoology may be said to date from the years 1808-14, when

the successive volumes of Wilson's Ornithology were published, though it should be

remembered that Wilson was born and bred in Scotland. Thus, with the exception

of Bartram's and Barton's works, what we have to say of American zoology (includ-

ing animal pliysiology, psychology, and embryology) covers only about three quar-

ters of a century. The next work was by Prince Bonaparte, on birds, a volume

supplementary to Wilson's great work, and published in this country in 18'2.5-33.

The first general work by a native-born American was Dr. Richard Harlan's Fauna

Americana, published in 1825. This was succeeded by Dr. John D. Godman's work

on North American mammals, published in three volumes in 1826-28. Bartram,

Barton, and Harlan were born in Philadelphia and taught anatomy there. Godman

was born in Annapolis, and lectured on anatomy in three medical colleges, but not in

Philadelphia. Thomas Say's American Entomology (1824-28) was of a more special

character. On the whole, Amei-ican zoology took its rise and was fostered chiefly in

Philadelphia by the professors in the medical schools ; and zoology the world over

may be said to have sprung from the study of human anatomy as taught at the ana-

tomical centres of Italy, France, England and Germany.

The last half-century of progress in zoology in America may be divided into three

epochs comparable to those enumerated on a preceding page:—
(1.) The epoch of systematic zoology, during which a few physiological essays ap-

peared. To this division of zoology a most decided impulse was given by the

Smithsonian Institution, which went into active operation in 1847, while the study of

the fossil forms (paleontology) was greatly accelerated by the iniiuence of national

and especially state surveys.

(2.) Tlie epoch of morphological and embryological zoology. This period is due

to the arrival of Louis Agassiz in this country, in 1846, resulting in his lectures on

comparative embryology and the foundation of the Museum of Comparative Zoology,

where American students, who were attracted by the fame of Agassiz, were instruct-

ed in the methods of Cuvier, Von Baer, Dollinger, and Agassiz himself, and zoology

was studied from the side of histology and embryology, while paleontology was

wedded to the study of living animals.

(.3.) The epoch of evolution, or the study of the genetic relationshiii oi animals,

based on their mutual relations and their physical environment. This period dates

from the publication of Darwin's Origin of Species, in 1859.

Turning, now, to the first epoch,— that in which American systematic zoology

took its rise,— we find that work was done which must necessarily precede more

important studies on the embryology, geographical distribution, mutual relations, and

psychology of animals ; thus exerting a marked influence on the classification of animals,

which nowadays is equivalent to tracing their genetic rel.ationships ; for the time is

past when the animal world should be regarded as comprised within separate sub-

kingdoms, between which there is no morjDhological or genetic connection.
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The systematic works ai-e so well known, and our space so limited, that we shall

merely enumerate the names of our chief zoological authors. In the study of mam-
mals the works of Audubon and his predecessors, already named, and of Thomas Jef-

ferson, T. Say, J. Bachmann, G. Ord, S. F. Baird, T. Gill, Harrison Allen, J. A. Allen,

E. D. Cope, Elliott Coues, J. Y. Scamraon, B. G. Wilder, C. H. Merriam, and W. S.

Barnard, should be mentioned, with the paleontological essays of R. Harlan, J. C.

Warren, J. Leidy, E. D. Cope, and O. C. Marsh, together with Godman's Rambles of

a Naturalist, L. H. Morgan's work on the beaver, Merriam's on the Mammals of the

Adirondacks, and physiological essays by J. Wyman, S. Weir Mitchell, J. C. Dalton,

and others.

The ornithological works of Wilson, Bonaparte, Audubon, Nuttall, Baird, Cassin,

and Coues, the more recent great work of Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway, Cones' Key
to the North American Birds, Birds of the Northwest, and Birds of the Colorado

Valley, and the many descri])tive and biological papers of other authors, such as T.

M. Brewer, Ord, J. P. Giraud, J. K. Townsend, A. L. Heerman, G. N. Lawrence, D.
G. Elliott, H. W. Gambel, .J. Xanthus, L. Stejneger, H. W. Henshaw, H. Byrant, S.

Cabot, T. M. Trippc, J. A. Allen, C. H. Merriam, W. H. Brewster, and others, with

the papers on distribution by Baird, A. E. Verrill, J. A. Allen, and R. Ridgway,

together with those on fossil birds by Marsh, are all worthy of comparison with the

best European works and papers.

The reptiles and am]>hibians have been described by Harlan, J. E. Holbrook, T.

Say, J. Green, Baird, C. Girard, S. Garman, E. Hallowell, L. R. Gibbes, C. A. Lesueur,

J. L. Le Conte, L. Agassiz, and Cope, and an entire assemblage of forms in the west-

ern cretaceous and tertiary formations has been discovered by Leidy, Marsh, and

Cope. The anatomy of the nervous system of liana jnjyiens, by Jeffries Wyman, is

a classic, as are the researches of S. Weir Mitchell npon the venom of the rattlesnake,

and the researches on the anatomy and physiology of respiration in the Chelonia, by
S. Weir Mitchell and G. R. Morehouse.

The fishes of North America have been worked up by S. L. Mitchell, Lesueur, C.

S. Rafinesque, D. H. Storer, J. E. DeJcay, Holbrook, Agassiz, Girard, J. P. Kirtland, J.

C. Brcvoort, Wyman, Baird, Gill, Cope, W. O. Ayres, F. W. Putnam, T. G. Tell-

kampf, D. S. Jordan, H. C. Yarrow, C. C. Abbott, G. B. Goode, R. Bliss, S. W. Gar-

man, W. N. Lockington, C. H. Gilbert, J. H. Swaim, and others ; while the fossil

forms have been described by J. H. and W. C. Redfield, Leidy, R. W. Gibbes, J. S.

Newberry, Cope, O. St. John, E. W. Claypole, and others, and several s])ecies of

Tunicata have been described by C. A. Lesueur, Tellkampf, Louis and A. Agassiz,

Verrill, and Packard.

In entomology the writings of Say, the two Le Contes, F. E. Melsheimcr, N.
Hentz, T. W. Harris, S. S. Haldeman, R. von Osten Sacken, B. Clemens, J. D. Dana,
G. H. Horn, S. H. Scudder, P. R. Uhler, H. Hagen, B. D.^Walsh, A. S. Packard, A. R.
Grote, W. II. Edwards, Henry Edwards, C. H. Fernald, H. C. Wood, A. Fitch, C. V.
Riley, E. Norton, J. H. Emerton, C. Thomas, S. W. Williston, R. H. Stretch, H.
Strecker, J. B. Smith, J. H. Comstock, L. 0. Howard, E. T. Cresson, and others, are in

most cases quite voluminous, though mostly descriptive, while the fossil forms have
been described by Scudder, Dana, Meek and Worthen, S. I. Smith, and O. Harger.
Their anatomy and histology has been studied by Leidy, Scudder, Packard, G. Dim-
mock, E. Burgess, C. S. Minot, and G. Macloskie.

The great work of Dana on the Crustacea of the United States Exploring Expe-
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ditiou placed him next to Milne-Edwards at the head of li\iug authors in this depart-

ment, and his essay on their geograjjhical distribution is the starting-j)oint for all such

inquiries. The Noitli American species have been described by Say, W. Stimpson,

J. W. Randall, L. R. Gibbes, S. I. Smith, Hagen, W. N. Lockington, E. A. Birge,

C. L. Herrick, W. Faxon, Packard, O. Harger, and J. S. Kingsley, and tlie fossil forms

by Green, Hall, Billings, Stimpson, Packard, C. E. Beecher, Clarke, C. D. Walcott,

and others.

The intestinal and higher worms have been worked up by D. Wcinland, Girard,

Leidy, Wyman, Verrill, Stimpson, Minot, Webster, Benedict, Sager, Whitman,
and W^riglit ; and of the aberrant classes some of the Polyzoa have been carefully

studied by A. Hyatt, and the Brachiopoda by E. S. Morse and W. H. Dall.

Tlie molluscs of North America have been elaborated by Say, Gould, Lesueur,

Rafinesque, Haldeman, I. Lea, T. A. Conrad, Anthony, C. B. Adams, Stimpson, the

two Binneys, J. W. Mighcls, J. P. Couthouy, Gabb, A. Agassiz, T. Bland, T. Prime,

Morse, J. Lewis, Dall, Ti-yon, Verrill, R. E. C. Stearns, Sanderson Smith, and others.

The fossil Mollusca of entire formations have been described by Hall, Billings (of

Canada), F. B. Meek, C. A. White, F. S. Holmes, O. St. John, C. F. Hartt, R. Rath-

bun, O. A. Derby, Whitfield, N. S. Shaler, Whiteaves (of Canada), and other paleon-

tologists ; and the quaternary species studied by Holmes, Dawson, Stimiisoii, Packard,

Verrill, Matthews, and others. Their anatomy has been studied by Leidy, Wyman,
Morse, Dall, W. K. Brooks, and H. L. Osborn ; while B. Sharp has studied their

visual organs.

The coelenterates and echinoderms have been carefully elaborated by Louis and A.

Agassiz, and by Say, Stimpson, E. Desor, Ayres, Macrady, H. J. Clark, T. Lyman,

Pourtales, Verrill, W. K. Brooks, S. F. Clarke, E. B. Wilson, J. S. Kingsley, J. W.
Fewkes, H. W. Conn, and H. G. Beyer ; while Dana's elaborate report on the Zoo-

phytes of the United States Exploring Expedition took the highest rank among syste-

matic works. Numerous fossil forms have been brought to light by Hall, Billings,

Meek, Sluunard, Springer, White, Wachsmutli, Whitfield, W. H. Niles, O. A. Derby,

and other paheontologists, and the distribution of the recent forms on both sides of

the continent has been studied by Verrill and A. Agassiz.

The sponges liave been chieily studied by Clark, Hyatt, Potts, and Mills ; and the

Protozoa by Leidy, J. W. Bailey, H. J. Clark, A. C. Stokes, J. A. Ryder, and D. S.

Kellicott.

We may congratulate ourselves on the high position of our ])aleontologists in the

scientific world. The labors of James Hall, Meek, Billings, Dawson (of Montreal

;

we include Canadian students), and others, have revealed whole platforms of life in

the jialajozoic rocks ; while the researches of Leidy, Cope, Marsh, and W. B. Scott and

FT. F. Osborne, in the tertiary, cretaceous, and Permian beds of New Jersey and the

west, and of Deane, Hitchcock, Leidy, Wyman, Newberry, Emmons, and Cope, in

triassic and carbonifei'ous strata, have been productixe of valuable results.

The discovery of the fossil bird-like reptiles of New Jei-sey, by Leidy and Cope

;

of birds with teeth, and pterodactyls without teeth ; of lemur-like monkeys, by

Marsh ; of camels, by Coi)e ; and the discovery by Leidy, Marsh, and Cope, of con-

necting links between living ruminants and hog-like forms, and between elephants

and tapirs ; together with the genealogy of the horse, and the increase in the size of the

brain of living forms over their tertiary ancestors, as elaborated by ISLarsh, all present

a mass of new facts bearing on the evolution of life on the American continent, and
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the general doctrine of evolution. The labors of W. B. Scott and H. F. Osborne

should also be mentioned here.

The epoch of embryology, or the develojiraental study of animals, was inaugurated

by Agassiz in 1846. In the jmblication of his Contributions to the Natural History

of the United States, mainly devoted to the developmental history of the ccelenter-

ates and turtles, Agassiz was assisted by H. J. Clark. Macrady, another of Agassiz's

students, published some papers of importance on the Acalephs and their mode of

development. Desor and Girard wrote on the embryology of worms. Memoirs of a

high order of merit followed from the pen and pencil of Mr. Alexander Agassiz. His

embryology of the echinoderms appeared between 1804 and 1874 ; the memoir on the

alternation of generations of the worm, Autolytus, appeared in 1862 ; his paper on

the early stages of annelids hi 1806; his remarkable memoir on the transformation of

Tornaria into lialaiioglossns was published in 1873 ; and his elaborate embryology

of the Ctenophores in 1874. In 1864, Jeffries Wyraan, at the time of his death the

leading American comjjarative anatomist and physiologist, published a memoir on the

development of the skate. Studies on the development of worms have been made by

J. W. Fewkes and E. B. Wilson, while J. A. Ryder, A. Agassiz, C. O. Whitman, H.

J. Rice, J. S. Kingsley, and II. W. Conn, have worked on the embryology of fishes.

That of the Amphibia has been elaborated by S. F. Clarke, W. B. Scott, and H.

F. Osborn, and their transformations by Mary Hinckley. The beautiful memoir of

Hyatt on the embryology of Ammonites was a difficult research, while the papers of

Morse on the early stages of the brachiopod, Terehratidina, jniblished in 1869-73,

led him, by embryological as well as anatomical evidence, to transfer the brachio-

pods from the molluscs to the vicinity of the annelidan worms. Morse and W. K.

Brooks have also examined the development of Lingiila. The studies of Morse on

the carpus and tarsus of embryo birds should also be mentioned. In 1870, 1872, and

1880, Packard published memoirs on the development of lAtnidus, and was the first to

point out the affinities of its young to certain young trilobites ; and he has also published

papers on the embryology of the hexapodous insects. Of a high order of merit are

Howard Ayi'es' elaborate memoir on the de\ elopment of the QScanthus nivetts, or tree

cricket, with its egg parasite (1884), and William Patten's valuable essay on the

embryology of the Phryganeidse (1884). S. I. Smith, W. K. Brooks, W. Faxon, E.

A. Birge, and E. B. Wilson have traced the metamorphoses of certain Crustacea.

Several entomologists, as Harris, L. Agassiz, Fitch, Riley, Scudder, Packard, Le Baron,

Hagen, Cabot, Walsh, Saunders, W. H. Edwards, Henry Edwards, S. A. Forbes, J.

A. Lintner, Otto Lugger, and others, have studied the metamorphoses of insects, while

the drawings in illustration of Abbot and Smith's Natural History of the Rarer

Insects of Georgia were made by Abbot, who li\ed sever.al years in Georgia. In

1874 Emerton described the embryology of the spidei-, Pholcus, and in 1876 an impor-

tant memoir by W. K. Brooks, on the anomalous mode of development of S'a/pa, a

tunicate, appeared. J. S. Kingsley has described the metamorphoses of the ascidian,

3Iolgula. The embryology of the molluscs, especially of the oyster, has been worked

'

out by W. K. Brooks and J. A. Ryder, while E. B. Wilson has treated that of Renilla.

Mention should also be made of the papers by J. W. Fewkes and S. F. Clarke on the

development of coelenterates. In the department of embryology, great activity was

shown by American students when scarcely anything was being done in England or

France, and the United States were for twenty-five years (1850-1875) only second

in embryological studies to Germany, the mother of developmental zoology. More
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ivi-oiitlv Enp;laiul, thvougli tlic labors of M.ill'our aiul his piiiiils, lias advanced to a posi-

tion far ahoad of tlio Unitod States.

Of anlliroi>ologieaI authors, we have room only to s]ioak of Morton, Davis, E.

(i. Squior, rickering, L. 11. IMorgan, Agassi/., Nott and Gliddon, Wyniaii, J. 1). Whit-

ney, Foster, Jones, Abbott, Gatsehek, Dorsey, Bessels, Carr, Berendt, Leidy, Baird, Dall,

Towell, rutnani, C. A. White, Uau, Gilhnan, Meigs, Jaekson, Barber, C. Thomas, and

a niunberof eolleetors and students now in the Held, ehietly of aboriginal arehivology.

The third, or evolutional epoeh, jirodneed an original and distinetively American

school of evolutionists. Hyatt's memoir On the I'arallelism between the Different

Stages of Life in the Individual, and those in the Entire Group of the Molluscous

Order Tetrabranehiata, was iniblished in 18t>7, and several jiapers, extending his

views to other groujis of Ammonites and molluscs, have njipeared since then. Cope's

Origin of ticnera was published in 18G8, and his paper (^n the Metliod of Creation

of Organic Types, in 1871. As Cope observes, tlie law of natural selection "has

been epitomized by Spencer as the 'survival of the fittest.' This neat expression, no

doubt, covers the case ; but it leaves the origin of the fittest entirely untouched,"

and he accordingly seeks for the causes of its origin. Here also should be men-

tioned the writings of Baird, Allen, and IJidgway, on the laws of geographical

distribution and climatic variation in niaunnals and birds, which have revolutionized

our nomenclature in these classes, and bear directly on the evolution hypothesis.

Special attempts to ascertain the probable ancestry of American mammals have been

made by Cope, Marsh, and Gill; of eephalopod molluscs by Hyatt; of insects by

Packard ; and of brachiopods by ISIorse. Contributions to the doctrine of natural

selection have been made by Dr. AV. C. Wells, Eatinesquo, Haldeman, Walsh. Riley,

Morse, Brooks, and others. The jiapers by J. A. Ryder on mechanical evolution, and

by Hyatt on the influence of gravitation on the animal organism, deserve especial

mention, as do AVhitnian's on the theory of concreseeiu'c.

In conclusion we may close this historical sketch with some pertinent n'inarks of

Galton in his work on Hereditary Genius:—
"The fact of a person's name being associated with some one striking scientific

discovery helps enormously, but often unduly, to prolong his reputation to after-ages.

It is notorious that the same discovery is frequently made sinudtaneously and quite

independently by different jiersons. Tlius, to speak of only a few cases in late, yeai-s,

the discoveries of photogi-aphy, of electric telegraphy, and of the planet Neptune

through theoretical calculations, have all their rival claimants. It would seem that

discoveries are usually made when the time is ripe for them— that is to say. when the

ideas from which they naturally flow are fermenting in the minds of many men.

When ap)>les are ripe, a trifling event suffices to decide which of them shall first drop

off its stalk; so a small accident will often determine the scientific man who shall first

make and i>ul>lish a new discovery. There are many persons who have contributed

vast numbers of original memoii-s. all of them of some, many of great, but none of

extraordinary importance. These men have the capacity of making a striking dis-

covery, though they had not the luck to do so. Their work is valuable and remains,

but the worker is forgotten. Xay, some eniinently scientific men have shown their

original powers by little more than a continuous flow of helpful suggestions and

criticisms, which were individually of too little importance to be remembered in the

history of science, but which in their aggregate formed a notable aid toward its

progress." A. S. Packakd.
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Branch I.— PROTOZOA.

I.v the pages of the Introduction we have a definition of a cell, with a brief ac.comtX

of the part it plays in the structure of animals, and now in the Protoz^^a we are to

study the manifestations of cell life in their simplest forms ; for these animals during

their whole existence consist each of but a single cell
; yet, simple as this stracture

would seem to be, we find manifestations of almost all vital phenomena exhibited by

these forms. Every member of the Vjranch has the power of motion, of assimilating

food, and of reproducing its kind, all of these functions being performed by the single

ceU.

In the Cuvierian system of classification no place was accorded to this group, for

they were either regarded as embryonic forms, or, as in the case of the Foraminifera,

they were transferred bodily to some of the four great divisions into which the animal

kingdom was divided. Though the Protozoa have been studied for over two hundred

years, it was not until 184-0 that they were first considered as unicellular forms, and for

a long time after that date the most prominent naturalists refused to accept the con-

clusions of the illustrious von Siebold. Ehrenberg, who studied these forms very

thoroughly, and in 18-j8 publi.shed a large and extensively illustrated work upon them,

describes with great detail ner\-ous, digestive, rnotory, reproductive and sensory sys-

tems in these really simple organisms, all of which have since been s?iown to have no

actual existence. These mistakes, great as they now appear, arose very naturally, for

at the time at which Ehrenberg wrote, Schwann had not made known his studies ufKin

cells ; and highly preposterous at that day would seem the idea that an animal could

exist without definite organs to perform the functions of animal life. Were .space at

our disj>osaI, it would prove an interesting chapter to review the history of the disputes

regarding the character of these forms, the rash and dogmatic assertions of prominent

naturalists who believed that there could be only the four great di-t-isions of the animal

kingdom which the great Cnvier had propose*], and, on the other hand, the patient

obsen-ations and the guarded .statements of their opponents. Time, however, served to

clear up the doubts surrounding these minute form.s, and to-day not a naturali-st lives

who does not in some way accept the group.

The Protozoa are mostly microscofiic animals consi-sting of but a single cell, or, in

a few cases, apparently of an association of cells, without, however, any differentiation

into ti-ssues. These few apparent exceptions will be considered more at length further

on. In some of the Protozoa the cell is provided with a nucleus and various other

differentiations of the protoplasm ; in others no such structures have as yet l>een dis-

covered, the animal, so far as our knowledge enables as to .say, being but a cytode, a

VOL. I. — 1
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mass of protoplasm capable of taldng food and reproducing its kind. Concerning these

latter our knowledge is not absolute, and further observation may show that in these

a nucleus really exists, a result rendered more probable by the fact that in the Forami-

nifera, \n which the existence of a nucleus was long denied, that specialization of the

jiroloplasm has recently been discovered. Another feature which frequently occurs in

the Protozoa is the contractile vacuole. This is as yet a problematic arrangement, the

function of which cannot be said to be decided. There appears in the body a clear

vesicle which, sometimes spherical, sometimes irregular and ramified, slowly increases

in size, and then suddenly contracts, leaving no trace, and then gradually appears again,

only to repeat the operation. It is thought that in some cases these contractile vacu-

oles communicate with the exterior, but this has not been proved. In short, there

remains a fine field for investigation in the structure and functions of these problem-

atical organs, which will be described more in detail in the succeeding pages.

Food is taken by the Protozoa into the interior of the body, the digestible portions

assimilated, and the portions of no use to the organism afterward rejected. In the

lower forms all parts of the body seem to be equally adapted for the capture and

engulfment of food, the Protozoan simply crawling around the object; while in the

liigher there is a distinct portion of the cell set apar*^ for the introsusception of nutri-

ment. The character of nourishment also varies, some forms living on vegetable pro-

ductions alone, while others absorb any organic bodies, animal or plant, often devouring

forms, rotifers, worms or Crustacea, far higher in the scale than themselves. In the

higher Protozoa the food is either brought to the part of the body set aside for the

reception of food by currents of water created by rapidly moving cilia, while in others

the animals which are eaten are in some unexplained manner benumbed by the Proto-

zoan and then devoured. When taken into the body the aliment forms a mass slowly

circulating through the protoplasm and is known as a food vacuole.

Reproduction is accomplished in several distinct ways ; by fission, by budding, by

encystment, and the subsequent fonnation of j'oung, in which the act of conjugation

frequently plays a part not yet understood. Two and sometimes more individuals

unite and form a single mass, and then either separate, or the whole becomes encysted

;

but whether this is to be regarded as a true sexual act, or as an obscure something not

clearly defined by the term applied to it of " rejuvenescence," has not been settled.

Four well-marked groups of Protozoa occur ; Monera, Gregarinida, Rhizopoda, and

Infusoria. The great German naturalist Hajckel has proposed a third division. Pro-

tista, of organized beings to contain forms which cannot be certainly classed with either

the animal or the vegetable kingdoms, and here would come the group Monera, together

with other clearly closely allied groups which, by common consent rather than by

definite character, are usually regarded as belonging to the vegetable kingdom. But

though hard and fast lines do not exist in nature, we are compelled to create boun-

daries which are frequently as arbitrary as any to be found in geographies, and for the

purposes of this series we prefer to consider the Monera as belonging to the animal

kingdom, and to ignore the claims of the Protista.

Class I.—MOISIERA.

The Monera, the lowest gi-oup of the Protozoa, may be briefly described, following

partly the language of Ilseckel, as follows :
—



MONERA.

Oru'iinisiiis without organs. The entire body consists of nothing more than a bit

of j)lasnia or primitive jelly, an albumenoid compound not differentiated into |)roto-

jilasm and nucleus. Every Moner is therefore a cytode but not a cell. Their form is

indefinite, with lobes or pseudopodia projecting from any part, by means of which they

nio\e. They multiply by division, budding, or by the formation of spores, as will be

described further on. They live mostly in water. The manner in which the Monera
envelop and flow around their food shows the absence of a definite limiting membrane
oi- cell-wall, and also the extreme simplicity and homogeneous character of their body

substance ; since any portion of it surrounding a particle of food causes digestion and

assimilation to take place. This method of securing food will be more fully described

when ti-eating of the Amoeba. The reproductive processes are rathei- more complex

than would be anticipated

among such low forms of life.

The simplest method of propa-

gation is by division of the or-

ganism into two parts by a

construction across the middle,

forming two animals precisely

like the parent form.

The Protomyxa cmranti-

aca represented in Fig. 1, is a

typical Moner. It is shown at

(f) in its active, creeping con-

dition, the pseudopodia stream-

ing outward in all directions

with clear spaces or vacuoles

and food particles in the in-

terior. The food is entangled

in the reticulate pseudopodia

and gradually drawn into the

body, where a temporary stom-

ach is formed by the surround-

ing protoplasm. After the di-

gestible portions are absorbed

the rest is cast off from any

part of the surface. This

Moner multijjlies by the for-

mation of swimming spores in

this manner : The pseudopodia

are all retracted and the Moner
becomes spherical (a). It then

becomes encysted by the for-

mation of a thick outer mem-
brane, meanwhile changing to an orange-red color. The cyst ripens by the sub-

division of the contents (6), and finally the enclosing membrane ruptures (c), and
the contents escape as bright red, active swarm-spores, which swim about by the aid

of the delicate, lashing flagella or threadUke extensions of the protoplasmic body.
These changes are illustrated in the figure a, b, c, and d, being the successive stages

Protomyxa miriantinca; a. i

plasm ; c. cyst bursting, giviiiK ris

which, by coalescence, the feeding
Greatly enlarged.
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from cyst to swarm-spores, and e being the first stage of reversion from swarm-spores

to the mature form.

The swarm-spores, to which the name plastidules has been given, are masses of

apparently structureless protoplasm, manifesting life in its simplest conceiA'able form.

Class II.— KHIZOPODA.

No definite boundary can be drawn between the Monera and the Rhizopoda, and it

is doubtful if the simple Protomyxa just described as a typical Moner, does not justly

deserve to rank in this class. In a general way it may be said that the Rhizopods are

distinguished from the Moners by having a more or less well-defined outer layer of sar-

code and a nucleus, although the latter is not always to be observed.

The Rhizopoda have been divided by Dr. William B. Car])enter into three groups,

distinguished by the character of their sarcode or pseudopodia ; the Lobosa, in which

the pseudopodia are lobose or finger-like, as shown in the illustration of Amoeba i~iro-

teus, Fig. 2 ; the Radiolaria, in which the sarcode extends outward in rays more or

less constant in form and position, as in jictinophrijs, Actinospluerium or Clath-

rtdina, Fig. 10, among fresh-water forms, and Motalia, Fig. 15, among the marine

forms ; the Reticularia, in which the sarcode extends in irregular, soft anastomosing

branches, which coalesce whenever they come together, as well illustrated in Gromia,

Fig. 11. Dr. Carpenter groups all the Rhizopods under these three heads, as fol-

lows :
—

LOBOSA.



RHIZOPODA.

We may then divide the whole of the Rhizopoda into four orders : I. Lobosa

;

II. Eadiolaria ; III. Heliozoa ; IV. Reticularia.

Order I.—LOBOSA.

The Lobosa are characterized by Ijlunt, digitate extensions {pseiulopodia) of the

soft body-mass, by means of which the animals move about and capture their food.

The animals may be unprotected by a covering of any kind, or they may have shells of

chitinous material or of cemented grains of sand or debris of any kind. The soft body
is similar in structure in all cases, and the naked form known as the Amoeba affords

the best subject for studying this group of animals.

The Amoeba x>roteus is represented in Fig. 2, and may be taken as a type of all

the lobose protoplasts. It consists of an outer portion of protoplasm, termed the

ectosarc, rather more consistent and clearer than the rest, but continuous with it, and
an inner, more fluid portion, containing granules and known as the endosarc. There is

no permanent differentiation between the endosarc and the ectosarc, for as the animal

moves, or takes in particles

of food, portions of the

ectosarc may become in-

folded, and they then im-

mediately become conflu-

ent with the endosarc.

Probably the only differ-

ence between the two
portions of the proto-

plasm is that caused by

contact with the surround-

ing water, which seems to

]:)artially coagulate the ex-

ternal portion. The Am-
oeba moves by extending a

portion of the clear ecto-

sarc in any direction, when
the granules of the endosarc will be seen to follow, as though flowing into an empty space.

The form of the Amceba is therefore constantly changing,— pseudopodia are projected

in any direction, singly or several at one time, while the granules are in constant

motion.

The granules do not seem to be essential constituents of the protoplasm. They are

of all sizes, from almost immeasurably minute particles up to comparatively large ones.

They seem to be inert particles, many of them doubtless being the remains of sub-

stances collected as food, but frequently there are seen globules of oil and spherical

gi'een corpuscles which are supposed to contain chlorophyl.

Within the endosarc a nucleus is often readily observed. A nucleus is regarded as

an essential element in the Rhizopod structure. It appears as a spherical oi- discoid,

colorless, clear, or granular corpuscle, within which may or may not be seen a still

smaller body known as the nucleolus.

- AiiKEba proteuSj greatly enlarged.
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There is also a curious pulsating vesicle within the endosarc, but often it encroaches

upon the ectosarc so much as to seem a part of the latter. This vesicle originates as a

clear spot in the protoplasm, which slowly enlarges imtil it reaches a considerable size,

when it suddenly collapses. There is a regularity in this occurrence which may be

observed to be repeated several times in a minute. The function of the contractile

vacuole, which is ^•ery common among the Infusoria, has not yet been fully determined.

It is supposed that it subserves the respiratory process, but some authors regard it as

subserving an excretory purpose. Whether the fluid of the vacuole is forced out into

the surrounding water as the vesicle closes has not been satisfactorily demonstrated,

although there is strong evidence pointing to that conclusion.

Food is taken into the body of the Amoeba through any part of the surface. A
portion of the ectosarc extends around the prey, enclosing it along with some of the

water, which then sinks down into the endosarc, where it forms a so-called food-ball

;

such food-balls may become quite numerous in a single animal. Ehrenberg, supposing

them to be permanent stomachs, gave the name Polygastrica to those Protozoa in which

he observed them. Any portion of the Amceba's body will serve the purpose of a tem-

porary stomach, in which food may be digested and assimilated. The indigestible por-

tions are ejected at any part of the surface, but usually at the posterior part, near the

contractile vesicle. The food of the Amoeba is usually of a vegetable nature. The deli-

cate filamentous desmids seem to be a favorite food, and diatom remains are often found

in the Amoeba in great abundance. In assimilating

the nutriment of a filamentous desmid, the Amoeba

passes along the filament, enveloping cell after cell,

seemingly passing the plant directly through its body,

absorbing the contents and rejecting the indigestible

portions.

The Amoebse propagate by division and perhaps

by a process of conjugation ; at least an appearance

of conjugation has been observed in a few cases.

When the circumstances of life are unfavorable, the

AmoebiE may become encysted, by which means they

<5j-^r,.,j.^ .<,,,
—^iua«isB«*^- are able to withstand great changes of external con-

t;. „ o T^j, 7 , IT 1 A ditions. When about to become encvsted, the re-
Fia.S.— Diffiugtaurceolala. Enlarged. ....

mains of food and particles of indigestible matter are

rejected, and the animal assumes a spherical shape precisely like Protomyxa, Fig. 1, a,

soon becoming surrounded by a more or less thick membrane eomjjosed of several layers.

In this protected condition the Amoeba may rest a long time, and then, by ruj^turing its

• envelope it may again come forth apjjarently unchanged. But in some cases a change

takes place within the capsule which results in the formation of a large number of

spherical germs or spores, each of which probably escapes and grows into a new form,

as in the case of J^rotomt/xa, already described.

A large number of the Lobose protoplasts are ]3rovided with shells, many of them

of regular and beautiful form. Of these, Difflugia, Fig. 3, may be taken as a repre-

sentative genus. The shell of this Rhizopod is spherical or oval, composed of grains

of sand mingled with frustules of diatoms, spicules, etc., cemented together. The
sarcode-body almost fills the shell, and is attached to it by protoplasmic threads passing

to the fundus and sides. The shell is o]3en at one end, where the blunt cylindrical

pseudopodia are projected either for the prehension of food or as organs of locomotion.
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In size it may vary from .036 mm. to .2G0 mm. in length. The nucleus and contractile

vesicle are conspicuous in tlie posterior portion. In all the shelled forms the food is

taken in at the mouth of tiie shell, and the debris is ejected at the l)ase of the pseudo-

podia.

Order II.— RADIOLARIA.

A\'hen Prof. Huxley was engaged in studying the fauna of the sea or board II. M. S.

"Rattlesnake," about thirty years ago (1851), he found floating upon the seas, whether

tropical or extra-tropical, some peculiar gelatinous bodies to whicli he gave the name
ThalussicoUa, signifying sea-jelly. These were among the most common objects from

the tow-net, and theii- extreme simplicity of structure made it very difficult to classify

tliem in the animal kingdom. Imagine a colorless, transparent gelatinous mass, spheri-

cal, elliptical, or elongated in form or contracted like an hour-glass in one or more
places, varying in size from a mere spec up to

an inch in length, without contractility or power
_ ^ \

of motion, but floating passively upon the

water : such is Thalassicolla, Fig. 4.

Two species were described by Prof. Hux-

ley in his account of these organisms. One
of them, T. punctata, is characterized by an

Fig. 4.— Thalassicolla morum. Greatly enlarged.

appearance of dots scattered about near the —
internal surface of the thick, gelatinous crust

which may surround either a single large

cavity or a number of clear spaces closely

aggregated. The appearance of dots is pro-

duced by nucleated cells, which are imbedded

in, and held together hy, the gelatinous crust.

The cells are about ^i^ or ^i^ of an inch in

diameter, and are covered with a thin mem-
brane. Surrounding the cells or diffused through the connecting substance are minute

bright-yellow corpuscles. The cells may also be enclosed within a framework of crystals

or spicules resembling the spicules of a sponge.

T. micleata is a spherical mass, characterized by a blackish central portion, around

which is a zone of vacuoles or clear spaces with yellow cells and dark granules, whicli

is in turn surrounded by the outer, clear, gelatinous substance. The dark central por-

tion is a vesicle with gi-anular contents and a firm, colored membrane. From the dark

centre delicate branching fibrils radiate and anastomose through the zone of vacuoles,

extending almost to the periphery of the sphere.

Thalassicolla may be regarded as a type of the Radiolarian structure. The Radio-

laria are characterized by having a central nucleated portion surrounded by an outer

peripheral mass, from which it is separated by a porous, more or less resisting mem-
brane known as the capsule. Both the mass \vithin the capsule and the sarcode with-

out consist of very soft and contractile protoplasm, in which are imbedded colored

globules, vacuoles, and perhaps other structures. Most Radiolaria have a skeletal frame-

work of silicious spicules, or beautifully-designed structures, which may be found either

within or without the capsule. The silicious framework of these minute organisms,
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when properly cleaned and prepared for exliibitioa, afford some of the most beautiful

objects for examination with a microscope.

The Polycystina especially, which have an external skeleton of clear, glassy sUica,

are to be found in every collection of microscopic objects, and there are few specimens

that attract more vmiversal admiration for beauty and regularity of form.

Before describing some of the more important representatives of this group, a few

words should be said concerning their general characteristics. The single animals or

zooids vary in size fi'om about ^^.j to ^^is of an inch, or even more, in diameter. They
are usually spherical, but they may be cylindrical, discoidal, or of other shapes. The
sarcode within and without the capsule is continuous through the pores of the chitinous

membrane which surrounds it. In Thalassicolla the capsule is very small compared

to tlie size of the animal, but usually, especially in the solitary forms, the capsule is

relatively very large, sometimes having only an exceedingly thin layer of extra capsular

sarcode about it. The tendency of such simple forms of life is to live in colonies like

Thalassicolla pimctata, in which the capsules and the investing sarcode have already

been described as cells imbedded in the gelatinous connecting mass. The capsules

vary in size from 2 mm. down to .025 mm.
The sarcode contains vesicles or alveoli, which may be foimd both within and with-

out the capsule ; but no regularly contracting vesicle, such as is found in the Heliozoa,

has been observed.

Within the capsule are found peculiar structures which have been termed nuclei,

and wliich are supposed to be true nuclei of the capsule. These are of two kinds,—
sunple and complex. The simple nuclei measure from .008 mm. to .015 mm. in diame-

ter. They are perfectly homogeneous in appearance, and may exist in great numbers

in a single capsule, almost filling it in fact, or they may be few, or even quite absent

when a complex nucleus is present. They have no investing membrane. The complex

nucleus is a multi-globular vesicle with a membranous covering snnilar to that of the

capsule itself, but more delicate. It is possible that the simple nuclei are developed

within it. The complex nucleus is also designated as the "nuclear vesicle." It is

characteristic of certain forms of Radiolaria.

The sarcode of the capsule may be colorless, or it may be distinctly colored, red,

brown, and yellow being the usual colors. Examination with high powers of the micro-

scope shows the coloring matter in the form of minute vesicles. There are also found

in the sarcode globules of oil or fatty matters, and sometimes concretions, crystals, and

other structures that may be nothing but remains of food. The external sarcode is not

protected by any definite enveloping membrane, but a clear, gelatinous, more or less

firm layer of the sarcode may be observed to form the outer boundary of the sphere, as

already described in Thalassicolla.

The sarcode of the central capsule is continuous with the external sarcode through

the pores of the dividing membrane. The extra capsular sarcode is usually frothy in

appearance owing to the presence of clear spaces,— vacuoles or alveoli. These alveoli

usually increase in size from without inwards, being largest and most numerous near the

capsule. The outer alveoli have been observed to disappear at times and to form again.

The ]iseudopodia of the Radiolaria resemble those of the Heliozoa, being more or less

persistent and not very flexible. In some species they branch and anastomose slightly.

They originate from the deepest part of the external sarcode, pass between the alveoli

and through the gelatinous investment into the surrounding \\'ater. They may be

retracted and extended.
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The " yellow cells " which are almost invariably found in the Radiolaria, either

within or without the capsule, have been the subject of much speculation. It is not yet

known what their functions are, and it is even doubtful if tliey are not parasitic plants,

taking their nourishment fi-om the body of the Radiolarian in which they live. After

the death of the animal the yellow cells have been observed to gi'ow and multiply.

With the exception of a very few species of Thalassicolla, Thalassolampe, Myxo-
hrachia, and Collozoum, all the Radiolaria are provided with some form of silicious

framework. In its simplest form this consists of isolated spicules, as in Sphmrozoiini,

Fig. 9. From the simple spicular fonns we may pass to those having sjiines radiate

ing from a coirunon centre to the surface of the sphere, or beyond, with lateral jirocesses

like Xiphacantha, Fig. 7.

/ ' / /

Fig. 5.— Eucecryphialus gegenbauri, greatly enlarged.

In certain species the skeleton is formed of hollow spines, through which the sarcode

extends and issues from the ends. In all cases the spines are covered with a thin layer

of granular sarcode, which can be observed constantly flowing up and down the spines,

doubtless carrying the food that may be collected, down into the body.

As the lateral processes mentioned above become more largely developed, a con-

tinuous circumferential skeleton is formed, which encloses the whole organism, as in

Actinomma, in which there are sometimes three or more concentric shells. Among
the Polycystina there is a great variety of form manifested in the external skeleton.

Podoc)/rtis (Fig. 8) is one of the most common fonns of this group.

Tiie food of the Radiolaria consists of minute algaj, diatoms, infusoria, and otlier

organisms found on the surface of the sea.

Not much is known concerning the methods of multiplication among the Radiolaria.

It m.ay be accepted as an established fact that the contents of the capsules may divide

and form young capsules, which are at first without any membranous covering. The
young capsules make their way out, swim about freely as " zoospores," which, in Col-
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losphcfra, are oval, about .008 mm. in lengtli, and liave at least one eilium. The sub-

sequent history of the zoospores has not been made out. It is probable that colonies

like Cvllosphmra are formed by division of this kind.

In this large and exceedingly interesting order of Rhizopods, there are nearly a

thousand species, about one-half of them being fossil forms. This shows the wonderful

variety of form which such organisms may present without departing from the simjjle

])lan or organization which characterizes them. They may be classified according to

the forms of their skeleton, into families and sub-families, in which one- general plan of

structure will be characteristic of each division, as Dr. Wallich has shown. Although

such a classification may be convenient, it throws but little light upon the physiological

or morphological relations of the different forms. In the present state of our knowl-

Fia. 6. — Haliomma polijacanthum^ magnified 200 times.

edge of the Radiolaria no fully satisfactory classification is possible. Perhaps the best

yet proposed is that of Prof. Mivart, which is a greatly modified form of Haeckel's

comprehensive but confusing plan. Prof. Mivart arranges all the Radiolaria under

seven divisions, which may be briefly characterized as follows :
—

1. DisciDA.— Diseoidal forms with skeletons partly intra-capsular, generally foi-m-

ing an external perforated shell with an internal partition, making a series of connect-

ing, concentric, or spirally arranged chambers ; no nuclear vesicle.

In this group there are five sub-divisions, but the most common form of all is the

Astromma, in which the combination of radial and circumferential parts is quite strik-

ing, both for beauty and for the great variations in form manifested by the different

species.
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2. Flagellifeea.— This group receives its name from the flagellmTi whicli cliarac-

tcrizes the species belonging to it.

3. Entosph-erida.— In this group the organisms are provided with an hitra-capsu-

lar, spheroidal shell, not traversed by radii, in this respect differing from the Discida.

They have no nuclear vesicle. The typical genus is Salioinma, of which there are

many forms. Haliomma polyacatitJmm is represented in Fig. 6.

4. AcANTHOMETRiDA.— The mcmbcrs of this division are characterized particularly

by a well-develo])ed radial skeleton, the I'adii meeting in the centre of the capsule. There

is no enveloping shell, but lateral processes sometimes project from the spines, as in the

beautiful J^iphacantha found by the "Cliallenger" expedition, represented in Fig. 7.

Xiphacantha, magnified 100 times.

5. PoLYCYSTiNA.— The Polycystina are by far the most numerous in all fossil

deposits of Radiolaria. They are very simple forms with skeleton external, more or

less compact or continuous, without a nuclear vesicle. The shell may be a simple

sphere, or two or three concentric spheres connected by radii, or with external radial

outgrowths extending to a length of several times the diameter of the shell. The
most numerous fonns, however, belong to the genera Podocyrtis and Eucyrtidiiim,

the former represented in Fig. 8. The beautiful JSucecryphialus (Fig. 5) also belongs

to this group. In these forms the shell opens at one end, and growth being mainly

in one direction said to be unipolar.

6. CoLLOzoA.— To this group belong a number of soft, gelatinous forms which are

frequently aggregated in colonies, and are therefore designated as compound Radio-

laria. The animals may be either single or in families. When single the skeleton con-

sists of circumferential spicules, isolated from each other. When compound, there
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may be either spicules or a spheroidal, perforated shell. Under this division are classed

the very common forms SphcBrozoum, Fig. 9, and Collosphcera, the former being

either naked or having spicules, while the latter has a shell.

7. Vesiculata.— To this grouj) belong the curious jelly-lLke forms already men-

tioned, described by Huxley as Thalassicolla, Fig. 4. There is no

definite skeleton, but some of the species have spicules more or less

closely appro.Yimated. The vesiculata are distinguished by the pres-

ence of a nuclear vesicle, which is usually raultiglobular. Formerly

the Thalassicollida were classed with the Collozoa, but the nuclear

vesicle is not found in the latter, and there is no external shell or

spicular layer in the former such as are found in Sphmrozoum and

Collosphmra.

When we consider the wonderful synnnetry, beauty, and variety

of form revealed by a study of the hard, silicious skeletons of the

Polycystina, Acanthometrida, and other families of the order, we
may well inquire how it is possible for such simple creatures to

construct such perfect forms. Mivart suggests that they may be

IDroduced by " a kind of organic crystallization— the expression of

some as yet unknown law of animal organization here acting un-

FiG. s.— Podoej/rtis trammelled by adaptive modifications or by those needs which seem

enia^^if''''
^"""^ to be SO readily responded to by the wonderful plasticity of the

animal world."

Representatives of the great class Radiolaria are found in all seas, but they are by

far the most abundant in trojiical waters. The most common forms of all belong to

the Acanthometrida and Polycystina. Their remains have formed immense beds of

rock, mostly during the Tertiary age, but

they have also been found in the chalk and

in the Trias. They are found in the diatom-

aceous rock of Richmond and Petersburg,

Va., also in Maryland, and in Bermuda

;

but by far the most extensive deposits are

in the Nicobar Islands and the Barbadoes.

In the Nicobar Islands deposit they form

strata eleven hundred and two thousand

feet in thickness, in which a hundred

sjiecies have been identified. In the Bar-

badoes the rock is not quite so thick, but

about three hundred species have been

found there, most of which are Polycystine

forms.

A number of minute but verj' beautiful

organisms were obtained by Mr. Murray

during the "Challenger" expedition by

using the tow-net, which undoubtedly deserve a place among the Protozoa, but they

have not yet been classified. They have been named Challengerida, and seem to be

closely related to the Radiolaria.

Iv^

Fig. 9. — Sphasrozown ovodimare, greatly eularged.
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Order III.— HELIOZOA.

(vr9o^0X3
fe'?7

The Heliozoa, or sun-animalcules, are very beautiful Rhizopods, inhabiting fresh

water. Most of them are spherical, floating forms, but a few are attached by long

pedestals or stipes. Tiie pseudopodia are in the form of delicate, tapering rays, extend-

ing outward m all directions from the centre, often exceeding the diameter of the body

in length. They are flexible, more or less contractile, and sometimes reveal a slow

circLilation of granules along their

length. The sarcode is not distinctly

differentiated into endosarc and ec-

tosarc, but in one interesting form,

Aclinos2)hcermm, the outer sarcode is

a frothy, vacuolated mass of consider-

able thickness.

The most common of the Heliozoa

is the Actinosphrys sol. It is found in

pools of standing water almost every-

where, among the floating plants, ap-

pearing under a low-power of the

microscope as a colorless, spherical

body, varying in size from .04 mm. to

A'l mm. in diameter, with innumer-

able delicate, bristling spines three

or four times the diameter of the body

in length. The sarcode is full of vac-

uoles, which give it a frothy appear-

ance. Watching the minute sphere a

few moments, there will probably be

seen somewhere along the periphery a

slowly distending vesicle,which reaches

a certain size, and then suddenly col-

lapses. This is the contractile vesicle.

The first description of this curious

little creature seems to have been given

by a French naturalist, who referred to

it, if we may translate the bad French

in which it is written, with some dis-

cretion— as "a fish, the most extra-

ordinary that one could see."

The food of Actinophrys consists

of minute infusoria, diatoms, and other

unicellular algre, which frequently can be seen within the body as green balls. The

pseudopodal rays are used as organs of locomotion, and for the prehension of food. If

an active infusorian comes in contact with the spines it seems to be paralyzed. If the

prey be very minute it will be seen to glide along the rays very gradually until it reaches

the body, when a portion of the sarcode is projected to envelop it, and draw it into the

Fig, 10.— Clathrulvna elegans, enlarged 350 times
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interior, where it undergoes digestion and assimilation. If the prey be larger, several

rays may bend toward it and together secure and draw it down to the body.

Actinophrys proj^agates by simple division and by the fusing together of two or

more specimens into a single mass, which then reproduces new forms by fission. The

conjugation of two individuals is quite a conamon occurrence, but the Hon. J. D. Cox

has observed as many as nine individuals joined in the process. The same observer

also describes another method of propagation in which the parent form passes into an

opalescent condition, after Avhich it undergoes segmentation into a brood of young.

A much larger heliozoon, greatly resembling Actinop/iri/s, is Actinosphceriimi. It

is especially distinguished from the former by the frothy layer of ectosarc which sur-

rounds the central sarcode, and by the complex structure of the pseudopodal rays

which, under high magnification, seem to have a hard axis-cyhnder, probably only a

core of denser protoplasm.

Perhaps one of the most beautiful forms of this order is Clathrulina, represented

in Fig. 10. While young the capsules are colorless and cleai", but with age they be-

come yellow. The sarcode does not usually fill the lattice-capsule, but is collected in

a ball within it. It is a very beautiful species ; often found in great abundance in ponds

and ditches.

The Heliozoa seem to be quite closely related to the Radiolaria, but the exact rela-

tions of the two groups is not yet known. It has been suggested that the Heliozoa are

embryonic forms of the nKjre highly-developed group ; but until the structure of both

groups is more fully elucidated it seems useless to speculate much about this question.

Several observers have noticed within Actinophrys a peculiar nuclear sphere which

greatly resembles the central vesicle of certain Radiolaria.

Order IV.— RETICULARIA.

Sub-order I. — Protoplasta.

This sub-order includes a considerable number of fresh-water Rhizopods with very

soft sarcode bodies and delicate, branching, thread-like pseudopodia. The endosarc

and ectosarc are even less clearly differentiated than in the lobose forms. The nucleus

is usually large, and several contractile vesicles are to be seen in the endosarc.

A characteristic Rhizopod of this sub-order is Gromia oviformis, represented in

Fig. 11. The shell is thin, chitinous, colorless or yellowish, measuring about .115 mm.
in length. A high power of the microscope shows an incessant streaming of granules

along the branching, anastomosing shreds of sarcode, the granules moving outward on

one side and back on the other side of each filament. The sarcode extensions of Gromia

anastomose more freely than is usual among the Protoplasta Filosa, resembling more

closely the Foraminifera in this respect, and the contractile vesicle is near the mouth

of the shell. In fact. Prof. Joseph Leidj', in his nu:inograph on the "Fresh-water

Rhizojiods of North America," has placed Gromia among the Foraminifera. The

filose protoplasts seem to be in nowise different from the Foraminifera, except that

the shells of the latter are usuallj' calcareous, and the pseudopodia manifest a greater

tendency to anastomose, and are more granular.

The shells of the filose protoplasts are usually composed of a clear, chitinous sub-
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stance, sometimes coloi-less aud transparent, sometimes distinctly colored yellowish or

brown, while still others are covered with grains of sand.

A very frequently occurring

form is Pseudodifflugia. In this

the shell is cliitinous, with sand-

grains in some wise incorporated

with it. It resembles JJifflugia^

Fig. 3, in every respect except as

regards the character of the pseudo-

podia. In some of the genera the

shells are beautifully marked, and

the neck is often curved so that the

body lies on the side as the animal

crawls alons^.

1 oviformis, enlarged COO times.

Sub-order II. —• Foraruni-
FERA.

The Foraminifera embraces an

almost innumerable variety of ma-

rine Rhizopods. The reticulate,

anastomosing nature of the pseudo-

podia is most strikingly manifest

in all the Foraminifera, but the ex-

amination of the intern.al sarcode is

very difficult, owing to the thick-

ness and opacity of the shells. For
tliis reason it was long supposed

that the Foraminifera were desti-

tute of a nucleus, but recent inves-

tigations by Hertwig and Lesser,

Cai-penter and others, have revealed nuclei in several forms, and they are doubtless

present in all of them. It is said that dahlia violet will stain the nuclei while the

animal lives, aud if this is true in all cases, it will prove a valuable reagent in further in-

vestigations of those organisms.

The Foraminifera are the only Rhizopods that have shells of many chambers, and

of complex structure. The different forms of the .shells can best be imderstood by
observing how they are derived from a single chamber by the budding off of successive

portions of the sarcode-body, each of which then secretes a shelly covering. If the

budding always takes place in the same direction, an elongated form composed of

several chambers in a straight line is produced, as in Lagena. If tlie tendency of

growth is to produce a spiral, it results in the beautiful Cornuspira, which greatly

resembles the mollusc Plcmofbis, or. If the budding takes place in still another way,

the more complex forms of Miliofa are produced, which are only spirals greatly

elongated in one direction. Instead of forming successive single chambers at the ends
of old ones; the growing spiral may spread out wide and flat, thus forming the beauti-
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Fig. 12. — reiurojiolU

ful Pohjstomella, and Penerojiolis, Fig. 12, common in all tropical seas. In the Ber-

muda sands the most frequently occurring genera are Penerojjolis, Fig. 1'2, Orbicu-

Una, and OrbitolUes, Fig. 15. These, with other light debris, are occasionally washed

out of the heavier matters of the shore by the action of the waves, and left in great

abundance in long, white streaks as the waves recede.

Among the spiral shells there are two types, distin-

guished as nautiloid and turbinoid. TV^hen the spiral forms

in one plain, as in Polystomella, we have a nautiloid spiral

;

when it winds obliquely around a vertical axis, forming a

spiral like the snail or periwinkle, it is turbinoid. Tlie

beautiful Jiotalia, F'ig. 13, is formed upon the latter plan.

In most of the rotaline forms, all the chambers of the whorl

are visible from one side, but among the spii-als of the

nautiloid ty])e the later chambers often more or less en-

velop the older ones, so that unless one knows the struc-

ture of the shell it cannot be recognized by a cursory or superficial examination.

For example, in the very frequently occurring JVbniomna, the older chambers are

quite invisible, being entirely enveloped by the later ones, and in order to learn how
the shell began to form, a section would have to be made through it showing all the

chambers in one plane.

Among the turbinoid spirals, there are several varieties of structure, the relations of

which are not easily seen until careful examination of the in-

ternal structure reveals them. Thus, Textidaria, Fig. 14,

belongs to the division, but at first glance it scarcely seems to

bear any relation to N'onionina.

On close examination it will be seen that the successive

chambers are in two rows, and each chamber communicates

with the chamber above and the one below it on the other

row, never opening into a chamber of its o\vn row.

In some species the nautiloid spire is characteristic only of the early period of

growth, for after a few turns, instead of budding from the end, thus continuing the

spiral, all the outer chambers put forth radial buds, which form successive concentric

rings. This mode of growth is well illustrated in OrbiloUtes, which is represented in

Fig. 15, part of the surface being removed to show the internal struc-

ture. It will be seen that the internal chambers are spirally arranged,

while the others are arranged on the cyclical or radial plan of growth.

Dr. William B. Carpenter, whose ^-aluable monograph on the Fora-

minifera has thrown much light upon the structure and relationship of

these organisms, has shown the great importance of a careful study of

the shell-structure as a basis of classification. He has distinguished two
kinds of shell among the Foraminifera, which he has designated, re-

spectively, the porcellanous and the hyaline, or vitreous. These differ-

FiG. 14.— Tcx/u- ences of shell-structure corres])ond with physiological differences in the

organisms inhabiting the shells, and afford a basis for a division of the

class into two gi-eat sections. In both these sections will be found species which

have striking resemblances in form, which could not be generically separated except

by a recognition of the differences in the structui-e of the shell and their physiological

significance.

Fig. 13. — Itolalia, enlarged.
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The terms porccllanous and vitreous have been adopted owing to the appear-

ance of the shells as seen under the microscope. The former is applied to shells

of a white, opaque, often shiny appearance, which in thin, transparent sections or

laminae appear, by transmitted light, of a brown or amber color. No structure can
be observed in shells of this kind. They are never perforated, although they are

sometimes marked upon the surface ^vith pits, or inequalities, giving an appearance

of foramina.

The vitreous or hyaline shell-structure is far more complex than the porccl-

lanous. It is transparent, usually colorless, sometimes deeply colored, and more or

less closely perforated either with large or small distinct foramina, or minute tubuli

passing directly through the shell-substance. In JRotalia, Fig. 13, the foramina are

distinct, and afford passages for the sarcode, which covers the outside of the sheU,

and the pseudopodia extending in all dh-ections fi-om it. The minutely tubular

structure can only be detected in thin sections with high powers of the microscope,

when it imparts a peculiar appearance to the shell, characteristic of finely tulmlar

structures.

Between the shells with large foramina and with minutely tubular structure, there

is a continuous gradation, which

indicates that both foramina and

tubuli subserve the same pur-

pose,— affording channels for

the passage of the sarcode.

Comparing the shells of the

porcellanous and vitreous forms,

it will be seen that while the

pseudopodia of the animals oc-

cupying the former all spring

from the teiTuinal or outer

chambers alone, so that the

nourishment for the sarcode

of the inner chambers must

pass in through those that in-

tervene, in the yitreous forms

the sarcode of each chamber is

in direct communication with the outer world through either the foramina or the

minute tubuli of the shell. In accordance with this difference in the structure of

the shell-substance, it may be also observed that the stolons of sarcode connecting

successive chambers of the porcellanous-sheUed species are much larger than those in

the vitreous-shelled forms.

These facts may be best illustrated by comparing two of the most highly-developed

!
forms of the two tj-pes of shell-structure. For this purpose we will select Orbitolites

of the porcellanous, and Nummvlina among the tubular-shelled forms.

The structure of Orbitolites can be understood by a alance at Fig. 1.5. Disks such

as are here represented sometimes attain the size of a silver quarter-doDar in diameter.

It will be seen that single pores unite successive chambers, and finally the sarcode of

|i the outer chambers communicates with the surrounding medium by pseudopodia pro-

J jected through the marginal pores shomi in the figure.

j
In N^ummulina, a form that has been so abundant in the past as to have lent its

y VOL. I. —2
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name to tlie mimmulitie limestone, the tubes have a different arrangement and are

A'ery minute ; there is, besides the tubular structure already described, a system of

inosculating canals penetrating the septa, which are filled with sarcode during the

life of the animal. In all the vitreous forms, each chamber has its own shelly in-

vestment, so that the partitions between the chambers are double. Between these

walls there is frequently a considerable deposit of calcareous substance, which is

known as the intermediate skeleton. Through the

intermediate skeleton runs the system of canals,

which is beautifully shown in ^ozoon, soon to be

described ; the canad-system resembling minute

Ijranching shrubs. A single species of Ntmunu-
lina, Fig. 16, has been described from Florida.

Besides the two varieties of shell-structure above

described, there is another kind of shell or test very frequently occurring among deep-

water species. This is the arenaceous type, in which the shell consists of cemented

grains of sand, or of sand and spicules together.

The nature of the cement which holds together the sand-grains of the arenaceous

types is not known ; sometunes the grains are only loosely united, so that the test is

more or less flexible, as in Astrorhiza, Fig. 17, a form which is found in Vineyard

Sound at depths of only twelve fathoms, but also reaching down to over five hundi-ed

fathoms. Some of these have the outside test smoothly plastered by a layer of very

fine jiarticles of mud, although composed of irregular large and small grains of sand.

No definite aperture, or mouth, has been observed in Astrorhiza,

and the sarcode finds its way through the test between the loosely \ s

cemented grains composing it. In other forms the grains are « '

;

very closely cemented, so that some tests will resist the action

of warm nitric acid, proving that the cement is neither calcareous

or ferruginous. In some cases the sand-grains seem to have a

chitinous basis in which they are imbedded. The resemblance

between the arenaceous Foraminifera and the porcellanous and

vitreous species is striking. Take, for example, Halo2ylirag-

mium, and compare it with Glohigei'ina, Fig. 18.

Indeed, it is true that if we consider only the external foi-ms,

WB can find in the three divisions of porcellanous, vitreous, and

arenaceous forms many species that ai-e so closely related as to be indistinguishable

by any specific characteristics. Thus, Cornuspira among the jaorcellanous is the

counter-part of Spirillina among the vitreous forms ; and this is distinguishable in

form from Ammodiscus among those with sandy tests.

While some of the tests of the arenaceous group are probably imperforate, others

are, without doubt, more or less porous, so that the distinction already made between

hyaline and porcellanous forms must also hold good as concerns these. Indeed, cer-

tain arenaceous forms have no definite mouth, and the sarcode must find its way

through pores in the test.

The deep-sea investigations that have been carried on of late years have brought to

light many new forms belonging to genera which were sujiposed to be very well known.

Thus, the shell of Glohigerina, Fig. 18, has been understood, conforming to the descrij)-

tion of Dr. Carpenter, to consist of a series of hyaline, ]ierforated, spheroidal chambers

arranged in a sjjiral about an axis, each ojjening into a central space in such a manner

Fig. 17.— Astrorhiza^ en-
larged two diameters.
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that all the apertures are visible when looking into the common vestibule. But in

the light of more recent investigations, Mr. Brady has found it desirable to enlarge

the scope of the family to include many new species. He has, therefore, divided the

/ ;

I ui
Fig. 18. — Globigerina buUoides, greatly enlarged.

Glohigerinm into three groujjs, according to the jjosition anil aj)pearance of the aper-

tures, as follows :—
1. Forms with an excavated cavity (umbilical vestibule) into which the orifices of

all the segments open, such as Globic/erina bulloides. Fig. 18.

2. Those with only one external orifice, situated on the face of the terminal segment,

at its point of junction with the previous convolution, as in Globujerina influta.



20 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

3. Forms in which the inferior apertnre is single and relatively small, but supple-

mented by conspicuous orifices on the sujierior surface of the shell, as in Globigerina

rubra.

Besides these, there are forms represented under the generic name OrhuUna, which

seem properly to belong to the Globigerince as sub-generic forms. Orbulina has a

spherical shell, usually without a definite mouth, but provided with two sets of perfo-

rations differing in size,— one series numerous and minute, the other larger and less

numerous.

Closely allied to the Globigerina, if not properly belonging to that family, is the

beautiful Hastigerina murrayana, found by the "Challenger" expedition. This organ-

ism was found long ago by D'Orbigny (1839), and described by him as JVonionina

pelagica, and was one of the first PoraminLfera taken at the surface of the sea.

The Foraminifera inhabit the sea, and then- remains are gradually forming rocky

strata on the ocean-bed, in all respects like the chalk of the cretaceous period. For a

long time it was supposed that the Foraminifera

found at the bottom of the sea passed their entire

life there. Prof. Wyville Thomson held firmly

to that opinion until the results of collections with

the tow-net at the surface conclusively proved that

many of them live near the surface. It is now
known that a few species of Globigerhia inhabit

the superficial waters, but a far greater number

pass their life at the bottom.

The pelagic forms of Globigerina are usually,
Fig. 19.— Helixostegine forms of Foraminifera. ,

,
. mi i t t

liut not always, spmous. Ine long, delicate sjiines

are somewhat flexible, and clothed with granular streaming sarcode; and for some

distance from the shell the frothy sarcode fills the spaces between them. The spines

are so delicate that a mere touch will break them off, and spinous shells are never

seen in material brought up in the dredge. Sometimes the spines are very long ; in

Hastigerina murrayi the sjiines are fifteen times the diameter of the shell, and the

frothy, alveolar sarcode extends outward between the spines to a distance equal to twice

the diameter of the shell.

The Globigerina .-ire so abundant in some places, and their remains constitute so

large a proportion of the shiny calcareous ooze covering a great part of the sea^bottom,

that the ooze has long been designated " Globigerina ooze." The Globigerina ooze

consists of the remains of Globigerina and Orbulina in great abundance, with a smaller

proportion of the genera Pullenia and Spharodina, with occasional specimens of Has-

tigerina, together with remains of radiolarians, diatoms, and some curious structures

known as rhabdoliths and coccoliths, the nature of which is not yet understood.

As regards the distribution of the remains of protozoic life over the ocean-floor, it

appears that the Globigerina ooze extends from four hundred down to about two thou-

sand fathoms. Beyond this limit there seems to be a gradual disintegration and solution

of the calcareous substance of the shells, resulting first in a gray ooze down to two thou-

sand three hundred fathoms, containing no perfect shells, but some calcareous matter

effervescing with acids, finally changing as we go still deeper to an impalpable red

feldspathic mud, or " red clay," as it has been termed, which covers vast areas. The

red clay is supposed to be derived partly from the disintegration of the shell-matter of

the gray ooze and the solution of the calcareous jjortions, and partly from the mineral
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matter hold in sus])ension in the sea-water, which slowly sinks to the undisturbed

depths.

Nevertheless, the deepest ocean-floor is not always devoid of organic remains. The
<leepest sounding by the " Challenger " was made in the Pacific Ocean on the 23d of

March, 1875, and showed a depth of four thousand five hundred and seventy-five

fathoms. The bottom was covered with what resembled the ordinary red clay to the

eye, but it was gi'itty, and contained such a large }jroportion of radiolarian remains

that it received the name of Radiolarian ooze. It had previously been supposed that

even these silicious remains, together with the frustules of diatoms, which are more or

less abundant in the Globigerina ooze, disappeared with the calcareous shells, in some

manner not fully understood. The occurrence of the deep Radiolarian ooze, however,

has shown that there is no destruction of silicious shells, and their accumulation in so

much greater abundance there than in the Globigerina ooze was accounted for by Prof.

Wyville Thomson on the supposition, based ujjon the results of collections at different

depths down to one thousand fathoms with the tow-net,—-that Radiolaria lived at all

depths, and therefore, where the water was deepest the accumulations of their skele-

tons would be the most rapid. Later Investigations by Mr. Agassiz, usmg an ingenious

ajjparatus devised by Lieut.-Commander Sigsbee, U. S. N., have shown that there is

no life between a narrow zone where the surface animals are found and the habitat of

tliose living on or veiy near the bottom.

The deepest cast that has ever been made was made from the U. S. Coast Survey

Steamer "Blake" in January, 1883, in latitude 19° 39' 10-^ N., and longitude 66° 26^

05" AV., between the Bermudas and the Bahamas, about one hundred miles N. W. of

St. Thomas. The depth there found was four thousand five hundred and sixty-one

fathoms ; the teinperature of the deepest water was 36° F. Another cast in latitude 19°

29' 30" N., longitude 66° 11' 45", showed a depth of four thousand two hundred and

twenty-three fathoms. At these great depths,— more than five statute miles beneath

the surface, a depth equal to the height of the highest mountains in the world— the bot-

tom is covered with a very fine brown ooze, containing a few Diatoms and sjjonge

sjiicules.

In the North Pacific, at dejiths of three thousand and four thousand fathoms, are

found tests of Trochammina {Ammodiscus) incerta, one of the arenaceous forms. At
great depths are also found species of Miliola, usually more or less incrusted with

grains of sand, while in some cases the shell consists not of lime, but of clear, homo-

geneous silica which will resist the action of acids like the frustules of diatoms.

Some of the genera of Foraminifera have had a great range in geologic time. In

the lower Silurian rocks of Russia— in the so-called Ungulite grit— Ehrenberg found

green sand easts of genera now living, Te.rtularia, Gattulina, and Rotalia. The
oldest form of life of which the rocky strata furnish any remains is possibly the Eozoon
Canadense, found preserved in greatest perfection in the Laurentian rocks of Canada.

Concerning the nature of Eozoon— the dawn-animal— there has been much contro-

versy. On the one hand it is claimed with great probability that the peculiar struc-

tures found in the rocks are of purely mineral origin. But Dr. J. W. Dawson and

Dr. William B. Carpenter, who have studied this subject with great care, have

declared that the structure of Eozoon corresponds in every particular with that of cer-

tain Foraminifera of the vitreous type. The successive chambers connected by pas-

sages, the intermediate skeleton with its complex system of inosculating caiials, the

niinutely tubular "numniuline layer," have all been claimed to have been found and
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studied with great care. The Eozoo7i occurs in a serpentine limestone, in the form of

irregular masses of varying size up to several inches in diameter. In appearance to the

naked eye it consists of alternate bands of green serjjentine— a silicate of magnesia—
and limestone, the former filling the cavities originally occupied by the sarcode, and

even the most minute tubuli of the nummuline layer ; while the calcareous basis of the

original skeleton remains unchanged.

The simplest, and on the whole the most satisfactory, method of studjdng the

Eozoon is to cut tolerably thin slices of the rock and place them m a very dilute acid

until the calcareous portion is dissolved. There then remains a jierfect cast of the

chambers of the shell, counterparts of the original sarcode-body, even to the minute

tubules of the nummuline layer. We have given here the gist of the account of Drs.

Dawson and Carpenter, but the question of the animal nature of Eozoon is far from

settled
;
possibly it never will be.

In South CaroUna there are immense beds of marl and limestone containing For-

minifera in great abundance. Prof. J. W. Bailey, in the year 1845, examined some

borings from a well driven through these deposits at Charleston, and also some fi'ag-

ments from an outcrop on Cooper River, about thirtj'-five miles above that jilace.

From the borings it was observed that from one hundred and ten to more than three

hundred feet in depth the Polj-thalmia were abundant, very perfectly preserved, and

many of them large enough to be easily seen with a pocket-lens. Concerning these

tertiary deposits. Prof. Bailey remarked that they were filled with more numerous

and more perfect specimens of these beautiful forms than he had ever seen in chalk or

marl from any other locality. Similar marls are also found in Virginia, on Pamunkey
River, belonging to the eocene ; and in the miocene rocks of Petersburg, Foraminifera

are also found.

The foraminiferal rock which underlies so large a part of South Carolina is still in

process of formation along the coast. The mud fi-om Charleston harbor abounds in

shells of Foraminifera, and the remains of diatoms.

Fossil Foraminifera are found in many other places in this country. They exist in

New Jersey, Alabama, at various jjoints on the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, in Ten-

nessee, Arkansas, North Carolina, Florida, and elsewhere. The marls of certain

localities along the upper Missouri and Mississippi rivers are very rich in Foraminifera.

The latter deposit is popularly known as " praiiie chalk," and the forms are different

from those found on the Missouri.

In the green sands of Fort Washington, Va., Prof. BaUey made the remarkable

discovery that these minute and perishable organisms could be entirely destroyed by

chemical changes, yet leave indestructible memorials of their existence in the form of

mineral casts. Ehrenberg had previously observed that the lime of the shells could be

gradually dissolved and replaced by silica. In flints such a replacement is not un-

usual, and remains of shells thus mineralized can be obtained by treating the rock with

acid, which leaves the silicified shells mtact.

But in the green sands of the chalk formation in New Jersey, Virginia, and else-

where, the shells have become filled with a greenish mineral, glauconite,— a silicate of

iron and potash of varying composition— which has followed every contour of the

shell, and penetrated even the minute pores and tubuli so perfectly that tlie genus and

even the species of the Foraminifera can be readily determined by a study of the glau-

conite casts after the shell has been destroyed.

The oflauconite occurs in gi-ains scattered through the green sand formation of the
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cretaceous and other periods. In many cases the grains are found to be casts of Fora-

minifera. These constitute as mucli as ninety per cent, of some rocks. In the yellowisli

limestone of Alabama such casts occur in gieat jierfection, constituting about one-third

of the rock. To obtain them, the stone has only to be treated with acid, wlien the

greenish casts can readily be j)icked out from the insoluble residue, consisting of sand

and finely-divided mineral particles.

Ehrenberg was the first to observe the replacement of organic forms by mineral

matter, and he inferred that green sand was always formed by such a substitution.

Such casts can be found in limestones from Mullica Hill, and near Mount Holly, N. J.,

from Drayton Hill, near Charleston, S. C, from the cretaceous rocks of Western Texas,

and from other localities.

At the i)resenl time precisely similar casts of Foraminifera are being formed at the

bottom of the sea. In the year 1853 Count Pourtales found, off the coast of Georgia,

in the Gulf Stream, at a depth of one hundred and fifty fathoms, a bottom deposit

consisting of shells of Glohigerina and black sand in about equal pro])ortions. Similar

deposits were found also in the Gulf of Slexico and in various parts of the Gulf Stream.

With them are also found the living Foraminifera, so that there can be no question as

to the continuance of the process now.

RoMYN Hitchcock.

Class III.— GEEGARINIDA.

The Gregarinida are a peculiar kind of animal parasites which inhabit the intestinal

canals of earthworms, insects, Crustacea, etc., the simplicity of whose structure leads

most authors to class them among the Protozoa. Their distinct mem-
branous investment, however, entitles them to a higher rank than any

of the Protozoa already described, and, although with very little power

of movement, and possessing no means of searching for and collecting

food, they are still structurally higher than the Amceba and its allies,

for a differentiation of parts is certainly distinctly shown in the mem-
branous cell-covering. As parasites they do not require to move about

in search of food. They have no mouth, no organs of digestion. They
absorb their food through the membrane that covers the body ; hence,

although they are structurally above the Amoeba, they have almost lost

the Amoeba's power of voluntary movement. We may conceive of an

Amceba placed under conditions that would insure an abundant supply

of food without the necessity of searching for it, finally losing its power "^^'drma'-mmiln,

of movement and developing a distinct membranous investment from *" '"^^'^ '

the ectosarc. We would then have a Gregarine. Van Beneden has regarded the

Gregarinida as Amoebae thus degenerated by parasitism. But there has been no degen-

eration of structure, only of habit ; it will be seen that Gregarines are all amoeboid in

one stage of their development, and that from this larval condition the more highly

differentiated adult is produced.

The Gregarinida vary considerably in form and appearance, but in general terms

they may be described as more or less ovate or cylindrical in form, the body consisting
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of a single cell frequently divided into two or more portions by transverse, internal

septa, forming the anterior and jjosterior sacs. In some species the anterior end, or

head, is furnished with a circle of reflexed booklets, in others no such armature is found.

The membrane covering the body is transparent and structureless in appearance.

Although firm and elastic, it is very permeable to watery fluids. The contents of the

body are a nucleus embedded in the protoplasm and fatty granules. The latter are

usually so abundant as to give a milky appearance to the cell contents. The granules

seem to increase in size and abundance as the animal matures, since in young individ-

uals they are scarcely noticeable.

The nucleus invariably jiresent in all Gregarines is a spherical vesicle with a sharjily-

defined membrane, situated near the middle of the cell in the Monocystidea and in the

forward ]5art of the posterior sac of the Dycistidea. A nucleolus is usually found

within it.

When about to multiply, the Gregarinse become surrounded by a transparent coat

or cyst, which may include either a single specimen or two together. After becoming

encysted a change takes ])lace in the enclosed Gregarines. If two of them are in

the cyst they become united, lose their identity and merge into a single mass. From
this mass nucleated cells soon develop, which gradually take the form of elongated

bodies, taj)ering at both ends, greatly resembling certain diatoms known as Naviculoe,

whence they have taken their name, pseudo-naviculte. They are also known as

psorosperms. Finally the membrane of the cyst is ruptured and the pseudo-naviculae

escape.

The process above described is not the only one hy which the spores are formed,

even in the same species. At least two others are known, one a i)rocess 7-esembling the

segmentation of an egg, in which the entire mass is converted into very regular and

granular spheres of segmentation, which in turn becomes elongate and covered with a

firm investment, while their contents become more fluid ; another in which the con-

tents, instead of producing granular spheres, divides into two, four, or more parts, each

of which, by a process not understood, becomes covered with a layer of transparent or

slightly granular globules, and these parts are transformed into the spores.

In some instances the cysts of Gregarines have been observed arranged in a linear

series in the walls of the rectum of certain animals, and it was for a long time a great

mystery how they could be thus regularly placed. Van Beneden observed in the rec-

tum of a lobster as many as seven cysts in a linear series. The Gregarine of the lobster,

Porospora (/{(janlea^ attains the extraordinary length of 16 mm. and .15 mm. in diame-

ter. During the jiroper season, spring and summer, it is very abundant in the intestine

of the lobster— at least in lobsters from certain localities— as many as twenty-five

being sometimes found in a single individual. At this time no cysts can be found, but

in the autumn the jiai'asites seem to ))ass down into the rectum, where they become

encysted. The general jirocess of encystment is somewhat as follows :
—

The contents of the cyst are always at first granular, forming a single sjjhere with-

out a nucleus. By division, two rounded masses ncvt appear, and as the diameter of

the cyst increases, these separate, and a clear, colorless liquid surrounds them. The
wall of the original cyst then, at least in P. giguntea, becomes granular and disappears,

while the two globes become surroimded by firm membranes, and their contents may
again divide like the parent cyst. In other words, the cysts are capable of multiplica-

tion by division through successive generations. It is by the multi]ilication of the cysts

that their linear arrangement is brought about. Eventually the cysts cease to divide,
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and pseudo-naviculas arc then produced. Wo Iiave now to follow tlie development of

new generations from these s])ores.

The development of the pseudo-naviculaj has not been fully made out, except in a

few cases. It is probable, however, tliat their granular contents escaj^e, and form
ainceboid masses from which the Gregarines are either directly or indirectly developed.

In tlie intestine of the lobster naked protoplasmic masses have been observed,

which, as will be seen, have been proved to belong to the Gregarines. In the perivis-

ceral cavity of the earthworm the encysted Gregarines, Gregarina Iwnhricus, are often

found in great abundance. There the pseudo-naviculae are set free in innumerable

quantities, and their contents have been observed to produce ama»boid bodies from

which new generations of parasites originate.

The Gregarine of the lobster, P. gigantea, according to E. Van Beneden, develops

from an amoeboid form, but the course of delevopment differs somewhat from that

observed in the case of the Gregarine of the earthworm. Within the intestine of the

lobster the minutely granular amceboid form from which the parasite develops was
found destitute of both nucleus and membrane, re&emhWng Protamceba primitioa, or

P. agilis, Haeckel, but not projecting true pseudopodia. These amceboids become
converted into spherical, motionless globules, the "generative cytodes," which finally

develop two projecting processes, resembling the stalk of JVoctiluca, from which the

Gregarines are directly develojied. One of the prolongations is longer than the other.

The longer one separates from the cytode and then moves about independently, like a

nematode worm. The shorter arm then develops, appropriating the entire substance

of the cytode, and likewise acquires the form of a nematode worm. These the author

has designated "pseudo-filarite." After some changes in form they cease to move, a

nucleolus and then a nucleus forms about the middle of the body, and finally a new
Gregarine is developed directly from them.

In the development of the Gregarinida we find a complete genealogical, phylo-

genetic hi.story of the cell. From the psorosperms are derived plasmic bodies, devoid

of nucleus or external envelope, allied to the plastidules of the Monera, already described

on jjage 3, naked cytodes, which are the lowest and simplest forms of living mattei-.

Then a denser layer of sarcode is formed, corresponding to the ectosarc of rhizojiods, but

still there is no nucleus. Soon a nucleus and nucleolus is differentiated from the proto-

plasm, and the cytode becomes a perfect cell. This transformation may take place

directly, or, as in the case of Psorosperma gigantea^ by the budding of the cytode and

the development of nuclei within the separated buds. The cycle is completed by the

gi-owth of the young Gregarine, its encystment, and finally the production of the jjsoro-

sperms.

The Gregarinffi are divided into two divisions, Monoeystidea and Dicystidea, accord-

ing as the body is composed of one or two sacs. Schneider, who has given the most

complete account of these forms, recognizes eighteen genera of GregarinsG, represented

by about thirty species. Our American forms have been scarcely touched, Dr. Leidy

alone having investigated them.

RoMYN Hitchcock.
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Class IV. — INFUSORIA.

The Infusoria are the highest of the Protozoa. They are so regarded because they

usually have a definite shape, owing to the fact that the outer portion of their bodies is

much more dense than the inner. It may, in fact, be said, with slight freedom in the

use of words, tliat they are surrounded by a skin, or, to use the term of science, an ecto-

sarc ; the jirolongations of tlieir protoplasm for the purpose of locomotion and prehen-

sion are permanent, not transient, as in the pseudopodia of the groups just passed,

extended or withdrawn at pleasure. In all but the lowest the food is received into the

body by one or more mouths ;. and, with rare exceptions, tliey are active m their move-

ments. Additional points of su])eriority will be seen further on.

Few Infusoria are individually visible without the aid of a microscope ; but some-

times they form large colonies, which are readily seen. All are aquatic, and wherever

standing water appears there are Infusoria. " They abound in the full jjlenitude of life

alike in the running stream, the still and weed-grown pond, or the trackless ocean.

Nay, more, . . . every dew-laden blade of grass supports its multitudes, while in the

semi-torpid, or sporular state, they permeate as dust the atmosphere we breathe, and

beyond question form a more or less considerable increment of the very food we
swallow."

Anthony van Leeuwenhoek has the honor of first publishing an account of an infu-

sorian. His "Obs. . . . concerning little animals observed in Rain, Well, Sea, and

Snow Water, as also Water wherein Pejjper had lain infused," apjjeared in the Philos-

ophical Transactions, Vol. XII., 1677 ; the recorded discoveries were made during the

two previous years. In Observation I. (1675), four forms are described; of the first he

says, " The first sort by me discovered [in rain-water which had been standing four

days] I divers times observed to consist of 5, 6, 7, or 8 clear globules. . . . When
these animalcula, or living atoms, did move, they put forth two little horns, continually

moving themselves ; the place between the horns was flat, though the rest of the body
was roundish, sharpening a little towards the end, where they had a tayl near four

times the length of the whole body." There is no difliculty in recognizing by this

description a species of Vorticella. It adds fi-esh interest to these charming animalcules

to know that they were the first of their numerous kindred to be discovered.

The name " Infusoria " was first used by M. F. Ledermuller in 1763. Until quite

recently it was applied to a heterogeneous assemblage of minute animals and plants

having little in common but minuteness. The limits of the group are now pretty well

defined
; there are still differences of opinion concerning certain forms, but all students

of the Protozoa now agree to relegate the diatoms, desmids, and rotifers to other and
very diverse relations. The structure of the individual infusorian as at present limited

will now be discussed.

The zooids of this group of the Protozoa are essentially unicellular ; in the lowest

forms they may consist of a naked cell {gymnocyta), or in the higher they may possess

a cell membrane {lepocyta). Ehrenberg held that they were complex or multicellular;

but this view resulted from his " polygastric " theory, put forth in 1830, which has been
shown to be not well founded. Among the distinguished investigators who have also

advocated the multicellular theory, may be mentioned Diesing, O. Schmidt, L. Agassiz,
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and Claparede and Lachniann. The unicellular theory was first formally opposed to

that of Ehrenberg by Siebold in 1845. It was advocated also by Schleiden and

Schwann. Haeckel has pointed out that the life-history of an infusorian, even one of

the liighest, is only an epitome of the Ufe-history of a simple cell. Kent, in his Manual
of Infusoria (1880) holds "that all infusorial structures possess a unicellular morphologic

value only." It seems to the writer that most living students of the Invertebrata hold

this view.

The bodies of the lowest members of the group (for example, 3Iastigamoeba

simplex) are composed of simple protoplasm, exhibiting little or no difference in

density between the inner and outer portions ; in fact, their shape is but slightly more
constant than certain Amoebce ; the possession of a ilagellum alone pointing out to the

observer that the object under the assisted eye is not a rhizopod. On the other hand,

those of the higher members of the group, as the Vorticellidae, Fig. 44, have clearly more

dense external layers, either of naked protoplasm or of the same surrounded by a

cuticle of formed matter. Haeckel has described four distinct layers present in the

bounding walls of the highest typical forms. The first is an outer, delicate, hyaline,

elastic membrane ; this in the sedentary, stalked species, extends down

as the sheath of the pedicle, while in others it takes part in the forma-

tion of the carapax, as in Euplotes. As secondary products also may be

mentioned the loricae of Cothtirnia and its allies (Fig. 21) ; again, m O^Vi-

rydium, it surrounds the zooids as a thick mucilaginous sheath, binding

thousands of individuals into colonies. The second is a highly contrac-

tile layer just beneath the cuticle, called the ciliary layer; from this arise

the cilia and their various modifications. The third, found only in the

highest Ciliata, is termed the muscular layer ; it is prolonged through the

stalk of J^orticella, giving that organ its eminently muscular function

;

it is highly develoj^ed in Stentor and in Spirostomum ; in the former the

fibrilliB are arranged longitudinally, in the latter they have a spiral disposition. The

fourth of these layers is that in which the trichocysts (rod-like bodies possessed by cer-

tain forms) are generated.

The contents of the complex bounding wall, or ectosarc, consists of the more fluid

protoplasm of the organism. This transparent, colorless sarcode, the endosarc, contains

numerous minute dark-colored granules, food particles, oil globules, foreign bodies, and

an important body which requires special notice, the nucleus. This is usually a more

or less oval body, differing somtjwhat from the surrounding protoplasm in density, etc.,

and in the fact that it is stained more readily by reagents, thus enabling the observer

to easily distinguish it. In many cases, particularly among the simplest Infusoria,

Huxley says, that "the 'nucleus' is a structure which is often wonderfully similar to the

nucleus of a histological cell ; but as the identity is not fully made out, it may better be

termed endoplast." While it has not been absolutely settled that this body is a true

nucleus, there does not appear to be any valid objection to the view which would

homologize the nucleus of the Protozoa and Metozoa. There are various sjjecial forms

of the nucleus: it is sometimes ribbon-like, or coiled into a short, loose spiral (Fig. 44, A),

or moniliform, that is, composed of nodular or oval bodies sejjarated by constric-

tions; this form occurs in Sph-ostomum ambiguum (Fig. 22). The nucleolus or en-

dop)histule, when present, is, in the spherical forms, enclosed within the nucleus,

•while in the sausage-shaped nuclei it is often outside, attached to the lateral wall.

It has been demonstrated beyond question that in the more complicated tyjies this
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'. — Splrostomum ambujuum greatly eularged.

organ is enclosed in a membrane. The func-

tion of the nucleus will be referred to fur-

ther on.

The contractile vacuole is 2:)resent in the

majority of species. There may be only

one (the usual condition), or several, and

in rare instances many; in Amphileptus

wiser there are from ten to fifty, arranged

in two longitudinal series. It is an interests

ing fact that the pulsations of these vacuoles

occur, first on one side, and then on the

other, progressing from the anterior to the

posterior end of this elongate form. The
vacuole may be simple or quite complex.

When simple it is more or less spheroidal

;

in an active animalcule under the micro-

scope it may be seen to steadily fill with a

clear, watery fluid; when the full size is

reached it suddenly collapses, after which,

often, no trace of it appears until it begins

again to fill ; the pulse is rhythmical when
the animal is expanded seeking food.

Among the complex types may be men-

tioned those spherical forms with two or

more radiating sinuses or diverticula. In

Paramecium aurelia (Fig. 37), there are

usually from five to eight of these blind

canals; in Stentor polymorphus (Fig. 42,

ci'.), a sums extends from the bulb situ-

ated near the anterior border down to the

foot, while another branch extends from

the bidb about the jieristome ; in Sjnros-

tomum ambiguum (Fig. 22) it is somewhat

similar to that in Stentor, taking the form

of a lateral canal with a very large bulb

at the posterior extremity; it is often en-

larged also at the opposite end. Con-

cerning its use, whether it is a true organ

with bounding walls, or whether it connects

with the external water, there has been

much lively dispute; indeed, students are

still divided in their opinions of these ques-

tions. Ehrenberg regarded it a spermatic

gland, Dujardin attributed to it a respira-

tory function, Claparede and Lachmann a cir-

culatory function. Stein excretory. Huxley

remarks that its function is entirely unknown,

though it is an obvious conjecture that it
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may be respiratory or excretory. Kent consitlers it fully established that there is con-

stant and free intercommunication with the outer water ; that it is a mere pulsatino-

lacuna in the cortical layer of the ectoplasm, and that its leading function is excretory,

getting rid of the large quantity of fluid brought into the body by the ciliary or other

currents incident to the capture and intussusception of the food.

The contractile layer of the ectoplasm, i. e. that just beneath the cuticle, bears

permanent prolongations which are the organs of locomotion and prehension; hence
they must pierce the cuticular layer to come in contact with the surroundino- medium-
they are long, slender, and represent three well-marked forms, viz. : flagella, cilia, and
tentacula. The flagella are long whip-like protrusions of the body substance, often ex-

ceeding several times in length that of the body. They are never numerous— one, two,

or four are the most usual, although a larger number is not unknown ; their use, be-

sides propelling the creature through the water, is to assist in the capture of food

jiarticles ; in sedentary species they produce currents in the water, directing them a<Tainst

the body. In cases where more than one obtains, they are ordinarilj' in pairs, or sepa-

rate and situated at a distance from each other ; again, one flagellum, or one set, may
serve to anchor the animal, while another distantly situated may serve for food ca]iture.

Cilia are short prolongations which resemble eye-lashes, hence the name ; it is by their

rhythmical and vigorous lashing of the water that the infusorian swims about so freely,

or, if it is fixed, by the same means water-currents are made to flow past the mouth,

and food is thus secured. The various arrangements of these locomotory hairs will be

given under the description of the order Ciliata, named thus on account of their

characteristic natatory organs. Besides the vibratile cilia, there are other modifications

scarcely to be distinguished from them ; these are setse, or rigid hairs, used for support,

or for defence ; thick, straight setse, called stylets, usually situated beneath the body, and

uncini or curved hook-like hairs. The tsntacula, in appearance and motion, at first

recall the pseudopodia of some of the Radiolaria, but more careful examination shows

that they are different. Each tentacle is tubular; a structureless external wall termi-

nating in a distal expansion, or sucker, encloses a core of granular semi-fluid matter,

which is an extension of the endoplasm. These organs, situated promiscuously o\'er

the animalcule's body, on well-defined areas, or on tubercles of the jjeristome border,

may be extended, retracted, or even bent at will.

In the simplest of the Infusoria there is no constant a))erture, or mouth, for the

reception of food, but, as in Amceba, it is passed into the body substance indifferently

at any part of the periphery. It is plain that in such cases a cuticle cannot be

present ; in others a certain definite portion of the surface receives the food. It is

safe to consider such forms more highly developed. Among those regarded as the

highest of the group, there is a well-defined oral aperture, often reinforced by ap-

pendicular appliances, and from which a passage, the cesoj^hagus, leads into the

endoplasm.

The multiplication of the Infusoria has been studied with much care. It will be

convenient to speak of the several methods : by binary division, by gemmation, by

spores, and by sexual reproduction.

Examples of sub-division are frequently seen, even by the casual observer. The
process was accurately described in essentials by the earliest observers of these animals.

In a majority of instances it takes place across the body; after separation of the

nucleus into two parts, a constriction first appears at the middle, which increases in

depth until the two parts separate, forming two perfectly-formed, free-swimming indi-
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viduals, and the part without contractile vacuole and mouth soonacquires them. Each

resulting infusorian, after a longer or shorter time, again divides. Ehrenberg isolated

examples of different species, and after ascertaining how long time was required for

division computed the enormous numbers produced by this process alone. In some

o-enera, by no means a limited number, the division occurs in the opposite dii-ection, or

longitudmally; it may not infrequently be seen in Vorticella or EpisUjlis, so that the

laro^e colonies of the latter have thus increased from a single zooid. In certain forms,

at least, the oral aperture, present before division, is lost, two new ones being formed.

Binary division in a limited number of species, for example Stentor, is oblique.

An instance of multiplication by gemmation is

afforded \>j Semiophrya gemmipara (Fig. 23). The

buds appear on the anterior border of the parent

animal, the nucleus branches, sending out divertic-

ula into the buds. This phenomenon probably

,
takes place in other species which bud externally.

'-J Noctiluca iniliaris also increases by this process
;

Fig. 23. — Eemioplin/a, (jemmipara. with
, ,. t i i

eight elongate gemmuies.magnitied 200 the nuclcus farst disapjjcars, then the protoplasm

divides, first into two, then four, and so on. These

masses are at length protruded upon the surface, the flagella are developed, and finally

they are liber.ated as free-swimming germs.

Sporular multiplication, especially among the Flagellata, has been frequently ob-

served. The careful and patient researches by Messrs. Dallinger and Drysdale have

done much to acquaint us with the phenomena attending this process. In case of the

flagellate monads they found each species to pass through several stages of develop-

ment in their life-history, viz. : the flagellate or mature form, the amoeboid, the encysted,

and the sporular condition ; the last appearing upon the breaking up of the contents of

the cyst. In a flagellate obtained in an infusion of cod-fish it was found that many of

these organisms all at once appeared to pour out a delicate sarcode, which exhibited

amoeboid movements. Two of these amceboid masses would unite, after which the

sarcode became spherical, and at length developed the true cystic wall. Upon the

rupture of the cyst, there escaped multitudes of microspores, not large enough to be

individually defined by a magnifying power of fifteen thousand diameters. They were
continuously watched until they developed into the initial forms. Similar phenomena
have been recorded as taking place in the development of the higher Infusoria.

Sexual, or genetic reproduction, in the sense of the union of two distinct and differ-

ent elements, has not been proven to occur. As stated above, individuals entirely

indistinguishable unite before sporular sub-division. It is also well known that indi-

viduals unite transiently, and then separate to each continue multiplication by binary

division. That the repeated sub-divisions so exhaust the stock that it must necessarily

bo revitalized by the conjugation of separate individuals is generally held. It is also

recognized that the nucleus and nucleolus play significant parts in the rejuvenesence

due to the zygosis, or conjugations. Concerning the interpretation of the facts there

is much difference of opinion. A notice of the several views cannot be introduced here.

O. F. Milller, in 1786, first attempted to classify the Infusoria. Eleven of his seven-

teen genera are still recognized in the infusorial class. The number of species included

was about two hundred. Ehrenberg's more elaborate system, published in 183.5, de-

scrib(>d three hundred and fifty species (after deducting the rotifers and plants), and
separated them into sixteen families and eighty genera. Von Siebold, in 1845, divided
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the true infusorial forms into two orders,— Astoma, without oral aperture and Stoma-

toda, with a distinct oral aperture and cesophagus. Claparede and Lachmann, in 1868,

for the first time restricted the group to its present limits, and divided it into four orders,

I. Flagellata, II. Cilio-flagellata, III. Suctoria, IV. Ciliata. Stein in his magnificent

work, "Organismus der Infusionsthiere," not yet completed, presented in 1867 the

classification of the Ciliata now generally adopted. The part of the work treating of

the Flagellata appeared in 1878 ; it includes several genera, by many regarded as

undoubted plants— for example, Volvox and Chlamydomonas. The latest proposed

arrangement, by W. Saville Kent, in his Manual of the Infusoria (1880-82), divides

the Legion Infusoria into the following classes : I. Flagellata, II. Ciliata, III. Tenta-

culifera. This author's limitation and arrangement of this group will be adhered to

in the following pages, except tliat the Infusoria will be regarded as a Class ; hence,

his classes will become Orders and his Orders sub-orders.

Order I.— FLAGELLATA.

The Infusoria of this order bear one, two, or more flagella, which serve them for

locomotion, and assist in obtaining food. They were not unknown to the earliest

observers. In 1696, Mr. John Harris described what is undoubtedly Euglena viridis ;
but the modern microscope alone can reveal their oi-ganization, and it is in the study of

these lowly organisnas that the most substantial progress has been made by recent in-

vestigators in this field of research. Reference may here be made to the discovery of

the collared-monads by H. J. Clark in 1868, and the addition of numerous species to

this list by Stein and Kent, and also to the fact that Stein has foimd many Flagellata

more highly organized than had been previously supposed. He has shown that many of

the Flagellata possess well developed oral apertures, frequently with the addition of a

pharyngeal dilation, and occasionally a buccal armature similar to that of the Ciliata.

The flagellum is not the only means of locomotion possessed by some species, like

Mastigamceba, for these have true pseudopodia like those of Amoeba ; others, again, as

Actinomo7ias, have, besides the flagellum, temporarily developed rays like Actino-

phrys ; a thread-like pedicle is also present in Actinomonas.

Sub-Oeder I.— Teypanosomata.

The very lowest of the Flagellata now known are two parasitic forms, one of

which {Tryjxmosoma sanyuinis) is illustrated by

Fig. 24. The animal is flattened, and has a frill-

like, undulating, lateral border which serves for loco-

motion. It will be seen that one extremity is somewhat

prolonged or attenuate, representing the flagellum

;

the species occurs in the blood of frogs; its congener ^"*"
"*\raguitoi"cS'tiiues."''"""*'

inhabits the intestine of domestic poultry.

Sub-Order II.— Rhizo-flagellata.

There occur in pond water, hay-infusions, and the like, some most interesting forms

;

they are so because they have characters in common with the Amoeba; that is, they
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possess, besides tlie contractile vesicle and nucleus, the ability to protrude the body

substance in the form of pseudopodia, by means of which they progress and take food;

but they have in addition long vibratile flagella which place them in

the higher group. 3Iastigamoeba simplex (Fig. 25) serves well to

illustrate this small group. A similar form has been often taken by

the writer from the soft mud and debris at the bottom of quiet water

;

\j/^^ its movements are comparatively active, and its very long lash is

1 /r\ < -i-^ thrust forward, beating the water with its rapidly vibrating extremity.

Perhaps the most remarkable species of the Rhizo-flagellata is Podo-

stonui filigerum of Claparede and Lachmann. It is very changeable

in shape, and from the extremities of the pseudopodal protuberences

tlagella may be produced or withdrawn at will. When these are

not apparent, the animal closely resembles Amoeba radiosa,— indeed,

Fig. 25—Uastiqam- I^iitschli has recently attempted to show that it is the same species;

larged no times" ^"^' °" *^^® Other hand, it has been pointed out tliat the feet of Amoeba
radiosa, however attenuate, are never thrown into spirals, nor vibrate,

as in Podost07na. It sliould be looked for in infusions of hay.

Sub-Okdee III. — Radio-flagellata.

The Radio-flagellata, which follow very naturally the forms last mentioned, are

mostly marine. They may be compared to the Radiolaria, which they resemble very

closely in their ray-like pseudopodia, but, in addition, they are provided with one or

more lashes. Again, some of them are naked, while others are provided with silicious

cases or loricie. It should be remembered that these genera with tests are included by
Haeckel in the Radiolaria. Is the possession of flagella a sufficient distinction for thus

removing these to the Flagellate Infusoria ? Without considering the intermediate char-

acter oi Actinomonas and Actinolo2:>/ms jxduncnlatus, it would seem not; but these

forms bridge the chasm as well as that between the Rhizopoda and Rhizo-flagellata is

bridged.

A characteristic example of the sub-order is Actinomonas mirabilis. Its body is

globular, supported on a thread-like stalk several times longer than the diameter of its

body ; from every part of the periphery radiate sarcode rays in search of food ; at the

top extends a long flagellum which, by its motion, causes water-currents to pass over the

rays. Food particles are taken, indifferently, at any part of the surface.

Stjb-Order IV.— Pantostomata.

We have now to consider true infusorian types where the injestive area is dif-

fuse, as in the preceding sub-orders, but which lack the pseudopodal appendages which
allied those groups so closely to the Rhizopoda. This extensive sub-order includes

eighteen families, divided into three groups ; viz. Monomastiga with one flagellum,

Dimastiga -with two, and Polymastiga with three or more.
Every one who has used the microscope with any considerable magnifying power in

the examination of infusions, or the water of ponds, has doubtless seen minute globose

or elongate plastic bodies moving about by means of a single long thread placed at one
end of the body. Tliese forms belong to the genus Monas. As now limited, the
fanuly Monadid^, includes only the naked free-swimming species with one flagellum.
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The earlier writers were in the habit of describing any flagellate, just discernible with
their lenses, as Monas, no matter how many flagella it possessed, hence the number of
so-called species of Monas is very large. Many have been put into other genera, wliile
others are still doubtful. It was one of these, 3Tonas dallingeri, that served for the
beautiful series of observations on the life-history of the monads referred to on a pre-
vious page. These minute creatures can be studied only by means of high powers. If
after long and careful watching, a form is found, otherwise just like Monas, which does
not change its shape, it belongs to Stein's genus Scijtomo7ias ; if the anterior border is

truncate it is Cyathomonas ; fusiform and persistent in shape, Leptoinonas ; vermicu-
I.ir and spirally twisted with form persistent, Ophidommias ; vermicular and chancre-
able in form, Heijyetonwnas ; if adherent at will by a trailing flagellum, Ancyromonm.
This analysis is given to show with what care these animals must be studied before they
can lie projierly referred to their genera.

The remaining three families of the Monomastiga differ in having the flaaclla lateral,

or the animalcule with a tail-like filament, or enclosed in an indurated sheath, the lorica!

In the genus Bodo, the ovoid, or elongate, plastic bodies have a tail-like filament; they

Fig. 26.— Five zooiils of Anthopliysa, enlarged 1000 times. Fig. 27. —Large colony of Anthnplijs:

are mostly parasites in the intestinal canal of animals, especially of reptiles and insects.
At times they abound in myriads. The encystment of B. lytnnwi has been recorded
by Ecker. On examining the opaque eggs of the pond-snail, many were found densely
packed with minute cysts ; these bursting, gave birth to swai-ms of monadiform germs.
The two most remarkable and beautiful genera are loricated. Codonmca costata, an
American salt-water form, was described by H.J. Clark: the bell-shaped lorica or case
stands erect on a rather long, rigid stalk ; the upper part of the cup is expanded and
apparently fluted. Kent has discovered another species with a smooth, ovoid lorica; it

inhabits pond-water. The other loricated form, Platytheca micropora, differs from the
preceding in Ipng flat upon its supjwrt like Platycola of the peritrichous Ciliata ; it is

found on the roots of the duck-weed.
The first family of the Dimastiga includes singularly striking species, which, by their-

tree-hke supports, or zoodendria, may easily be mistaken for an Ji!pistylis ; in fact,

more than one of the few species have been figured and described as species of the
genus named, but the irregular, oblique animalcules bearing two, equal, anteriorly
placed flagella should at once determine the proper i)lace of these forms. The -(^'riter

i

once found an Anthophysa abundant in a jar of water in which Cham frayiUs haA
[been kept for .some time; it was taken ior A. veyetans. Colonies attached to their
granular, fragile stalks were seen, but the greater number were free-swimming. Figs.

J VOL. I. —3
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Fig. 1:8. —Ideal section of a colony of Anthophysa.

20--28 ilhisti-ate a species wliicli the unequal flagella and oblique anterior border

of the zooids appear to place in the genus Anthophysa. It was discovered in Spy

Pond, Cambridge, Mass., by A. H. Tuttle, who gave an account of it. He fed the

monads indigo, which they took readily. When a particle was taken, the longer flagel-

lum, which did not vibrate (the short

one was in constant motion), was

suddenly turned down, carrying the

food with it into the oral region.

The number of individuals in a

group varied from a few to many,

giving the larger colonies a mul-

berry appearance. Fig. 26 repre-

sents a group of live zooids attachoil

by their bases. Fig. 28 is an ideal

section showing the outline of the

zooids and their manner of attach-

ment to a common pedicle, the

ujiper part of which alone remains,

the colony having broken away from

its anchorage. Kent has recorded the manner of gi'owth of the jjedicle in this genus. A
colony were fed with pulverized carmine, which they ingested greedily, but it was soon

rejected. This was effected entirely at the posterior extremity or point of union with the

stalk, which was soon changed in appearance and dimensions, for the rejected jsarticles

of carmine were utilized in increasing it ; the amber color and striated aspect gave

place to that due to the agglutinated opaque carmine. The growth was so rapid that

in one group the pedicle nearly doubled its length in half an hour.

Among the most graceful forms of this sub-order the siiecies of BicosKca must cer-

tainly be enumerated. They occur in both salt and fresh-water; the globose, urceolate,

or ovate loricse are usually stalked, while tlie contained zooids also are pedicellate, the

usual two anterior flagella are unequal. But for the lashes it would be easy to mistake

these creatures for a loricate peritrichous ciliate like Cothurnia. There are also in this

assemblage several endoparasitic species,— for example, Pseudospora volvocis, which

resides in Volvox globator, where it eats up the cell contents ; it is figured with a

number of pseudopodia, thus recalling Mastiganioiba simjjlex. Another example is

Lophonionas blattarum, which, as its name implies, inhabits the intestinal canal of the

cockroach {Blatta); it is a plastic form with a tuft of flagella anteriorly. Another para-

site, Hexamitra intestinalis, occurs in the digestive tract of Triton ; it has six flagella,

four anteriorly and two posteriorly. It swims free or anchors itself by means of its

posterior lashes ; when in this position it swims about or gyrates from right to left,—
twisting the threads into one, and then, reversing its motion, winds them in the opposite

du'ection.

Sub-Order V.— CnoAis^o-FLAGELLATA.

This sub-order includes only three families and seven genera. The characteristics

of these remarkable Infusoria were first made known through the researches of H. J.

Clark in 1868. It is a matter for pride that this honor should fall to an American.
A ty])e of these forms is represented in Codosic/a botrytis (Fig. 29), with which the

other species may be compared. The animals of the family to which this species
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belongs are naked ; those of Codosiga and Mbnosiga are attached, wliile those of

Astrosiga and Desmarella are free-swimming. Tliose of the second family are loricate •

Salpingmca and Laganceca are solitary, the one sedentary, the other free, while the

animals of the remaining genus, Pohjmca, are united, forming branched supports.

The third family has the animalcules united by a gelatinous matter into colonies ; the
two genera are P/icdanstenum, with the collar rudimentary, and Protospongia, collar

well developed.

The form represented in Fig. 29 will at once be seen to belong to Codosiga, for

the zooids are naked, stalked, and united

socially. The leading peculiarity upon

which the sub-order is founded is the

liyaline, wine-glass shaped collar, borne

at the upper, or anterior extremity of the

body. In the centre of this cup arises the

single flagellum, which by its motion

about the cup causes currents of water

to pass in on one side, down to the bot-

tom, and out on the other side ; the discal

area at the bottom of the collar receives

the food ; waste particles are also rejected

at tills jjoint. The collar may be with-

drawn into the body, and again protruded

at will. Codosiga botrgtis ajipears to

liave been described by Ehrenberg, under

tlie genus Ejjistylis of the peritrichous

C'iliata. According to Kent it is Codo-

siga puldierrinia of Clark. They in-

crease by binary division, as shown in

Fig. 30. C. botrgtis has also been ob-

served to withdraw its collar and flagel-

lum, and protrude rod-like pseudopodia

from its surface, after which a cyst formed
over the body contents, the latter ulti-

mately breaking u]) into sporular bodies.

The pseudopodal spines sometimes occur

before the disappearance of the collar.

This cosmopolitan species should be

looked for on aquatic plants. Mono-
siga steinii is not uncommon on the stems of Epistglis pMcatiUs. When one of the
]iedicles containing them is examined with a magnifying i^ower of six hundred diameters
or upwards, the minute, solitary, sessile zooids of M. steinii maybe seen to good advan-
tage. One otlier genus of the group can alone be mentioned ; it is Salpingfuca, of wiiich

tliere are nearly thirty species known. The animals are, if jjossible, more beautiful tlian

those already mentioned
; for they have, in addition to the graceful outline of the zooid,

au equally graceful lorica. S. amphoridium, described by Clark, has a very wide
distribution

; it abounds on conferva?, the sessile lorica often incrusting the plants.

They have been seen to divide, the se])arated portion moving away by means of pseu-
podia

; in this condition it has the apjiearance of Amoeba radiosa. After a time it

Fig. '2D.— Codosiga botrytiSy greatly enlarged.
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secretes a lorica of the pristine beauty of its species, soon acquires a collar and flagelluni,

and is lienceforth indistinguishable from its mature kindred. In the

recently described SjMngomonas haeckeli, we are made acquainted with

a most remarkable infusorian,— one which, if it fulfils the expectation

of the discoverer, Mr. Kent, will ])rove of unusual interest to a large

number of students in zoology, and its dedication to Prof. Haeckel

particularly a])t. The zooids differ from the preceding only in being

more plastic, the collar and llagellum being suddenly withdrawn on the

least disturbance, the body then taking on an amoeboid aspect. The

animals secrete a mucilaginous stratum in which they dwell, studding

its surface when expanded. Should this disposition of the zooids take

place in " sacular invaginations of this matrix, it would produce what

would have to be accepted as an undoubted, though very rudimentary,
Fig. 30.— Fission ai,nno-p stoft "

in CodosUja. Sponge-SlOCk.

Sub-Order VI.— Eustomata.

The Eustomata differ from the forms previously described, inasmuch as they

have a definite oral aperture, instead of ingesting their food at any part of their sur-

face, or, as in the collared monads, only at a disc bordered by the collar ; they differ

also in having the outer part of their bodies much firmer than the endosarc, hence

they are as a rule less plastic, and in a few instances the outer layer is indurated after

the manner of some of the higher Ciliata. They never have more than two flagella, so

they are sejjarated into groups of families, according as the zooids have one or two
flagella. The forty-six genera are distributed among eleven families; there are in-

cluded many forms well-known to observers of pond-life.

In the first family (Astasid^) the monads are free, constant in form, colorless, the

generic differences being found in the shape of the body,— ovate, flattened, flask-shaped,

etc.; it includes ^sto«ia with a distinct tubular pharynx, and Co^JOf^eWa without it.

Astasia trichophora is frequently met with in marsh-water. Although its forms are

protean, perhaps its more usual attitude is pyriform ; from the narrower anterior end
issues a cord-Uke flagelluni, mistaken by Ehrenberg for a neck like that of Trachelocera

olor (Fig. .39). The ingestive orifice "consists of a large, widely dilatable, but simple,

aperture, continued backwards into a clearly-defined pharyngeal tract." This structural

character marks a broad distinction between this genus and Euglena. Biitschli has

shown that the contractile vacuole of A. tricho2ohora by its contraction forces a part

of its contents out into lateral canals in a manner similar to that in

Paramecium, and others of the Ciliata, to be described further on.

The second family comisrises forms highly changeable in outline, and

colorless.

The EuGLENiD^ differs from the Astasidai in having the endoplasm

brilliant green, and in having an ingestive apparatus capable of taking

only minute jiarticles. Euglena viridis is known by, or has been seen

by, every tyro with the microscope. Its developmental forms are so

various that it has been described under many names. Stein has ob-

FiG. 31.— rrae/ie(-
^^'"'*'*^'^ ^ division of the nucleus to take place ; the separate masses in

u"agnifled"^'6o6
®^"^*^ instanccs acquire an ovate outline, surrounding themselves with

times. a dense coat, while others become thin-walled sacks, full of minute gran-
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nles, each of which is providecT with a single cilium. Tlie loricated form, otherwise

agreeing with Euglena, is Trachelomonas, common in ponds and bog-water. Asco-

(llena differs from tlie last in being sedentary ; from this Colacium differs in the absence

of the sheath, and in having a branching pedicle.

The phosphorescent Noctilucid^ embraces the genera JVoctiluca and ZejHodiscus.

JV. mtUaris (Fig. 32) is a large form, visible to the naked eye, found in immense num-
bers in the su))erficial watei-s of the ocean, and it is one of the

causes of their phosphorescence. It is colorless, spherical, with

a meridional groove on one side, at one end of which the mouth

is situated. A long, slender, transversely striated tentacle ovcr-

liangs the mouth, on one side of which a hard, toothed ridge

]irc)jects; close to one end of this is a vibratile cilium. The
prcitoplasm consists of a central mass, with radiating portions

,. ., -.i ,1 1 »• 1 1 ^1 £ 1
Fig. 32. — Noctilucamiliaris.

comiectmg it witli the sub-cuticular layer ; there is a lunnel-

sliaped depression leading into the vacuoled central mass, through which the food passes

into the same. The phosphorescence appears to emanate from the layer just under the

cuticle ; for it has been observed that as the light gradually fades away on the death of

the animal, as when one lias been immersed in alchol, th.at the light finallj- ajipears in a

ring around the body, since the observer is looking down upon a thin sjilicrical film of

light, imperceptible in the single layer over the middle of the globule ; but at tlie borders,

where seen as if on edge, sufficient light is sent forth to make it visible. When disturbed

they become more highly luminous, so that a fish, for example, moving through the water

where they are abundant shows its luminous sides, and its course is marked out by a

path of emerald green light. This form is comparatively common in Euro])ean seas,

but has only been found, so far as we are aware, by Mr. C. B. Fuller at Portland,

Maine, and by Prof. Hyatt and Mr. Kingsley at Annisquani, Mass.

Among the second division of this sub-order— viz. mouth-bearing, two flagellate forms

— are many interesting and well-known species. The Entomostraca, especially those in

piuldles of the forest in spring time, are often loaded down with a green, oval form,

which stands singly, or in groups, on short pedicles. On superficial examination it would

be easy to mistake it for a Colacium ; but on account of its two flagella during the

motile period, its firmer cuticle and its two lateral pigment bands, it has been separated

from Colacium as Chlorangitcm stentoriuimi. Whether the flagella remain during the

sedentary stage or not has not been determined. In Uvella the animalcules are in

colonies, free-swimming, and the flagella are sub-equal.

Two loricated genera, Epipyxis and Dinobri/on, are unsurpassed in beauty by any

of their kindred. The lashes are unequal, and the animal is attached to its vase-shajied

lorica by a posterior, contractile fibre ; the individuals of Ep/qnjxis are sessile upon

conferva?, while those of Dinohrijon occur in branching chains of lorica i. e. each

individual set free by sub-division is attached to the inner margin of the case of the

]iarent. In early summer a species, jn-esumed to be D. sertularia., abounds in the water-

supplies of cities along the Great Lakes.

Sub-Order VII. — Cilio-flagellata.

The animalcules of the Cilio-flagellata have one or more lash-like flagella, and, in addi-

tion, a more or less highly-developed ciliary system, thus indicating a position between

the Flagellata proper and the true Ciliata. At first only the Peridinidai were included.
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Fig. 33.— Cilio-flagellate, en
cysted, enlarged 300 times.

but recent investigations have considerably enlarged its borders. It now embraces five

families, the typical forms being included in the Peeidinid.e. These are free-swim-

mincf animalcules, sometimes naked, but in most cases the body is enclosed in a hard

case, variously ornamented, the angles sometimes being prolonged into long spines.

The case or cuii-ass has recently been proved to be cellulose, a substance hitherto only

known in the Ascidians, outside of the vegetable kingdom. Tlie cilia occur as a central

or eccentric girdle, more or less complete ; in the cuirassed forms the shell is usually

divided by a groo^'e, the borders of which are ciliated. The shell is either composed

of one uniform ])iece or is made uji of plates. Tliere arise from some parts of the body

one or more flagella. In life these flagella are seen to suddenly disappear, and a close

examination has shown (in Cemtium) that there is a small cavity situated at the base

of tlie flagellum into Mhich that organ retreats, bringing with it foreign bodies which

serve for food. The nucleus is usually spherical or oval,

while a contractile vacuole is occasionally found. They are,

like NocHluca, highly phosphorescent. They have been ob-

served to become encysted, when segmentation, on a more

or less extensive scale, occurs. In some cases the cyst is en-

closed in the carapax ; in other instances the cuirass is thrown

off, and a new cyst of a different form is secreted, which often

has one or both extremities prolonged into attenuate curved

horns, giving it a crescent shape (Fig. 33), resembling certain desmids ( Closteria). They
sometimes hibernate in this condition. They occur in both salt and fi-esh water.

Of the ten genera of the Peridinida3 the species of three are naked, that is, resemble

in essentials those of the loricate "forms which liave thrown off the

case previous to encystment. Oymnodiniuin pulmsculus is, per-

liaps, as often met with as any; it occurs among Algns in pools,

often in great numbers, is somewhat spherical, with a transverse

groove, and is brown or yellow in color. The best-known genera

are Glenodinium, and Peridinmm without horn-like processes, and

Ceratium, with conspicuous processes on the

shells. G. cinctuni is well known to observers

of pond-life ; its smooth case should distinguish it

from A ^\m\\?a-Peridinium with faceted carapax.

Tliese genera are represented by several species in American waters.

Mr. H. J. Carter has described a most remarkable instance of the

coloring red of the waters around the shores of the Island of Bom-
bay by P. sanguinea. During its active stages this species is green

and translucent
;
gradually, as the time ajiproaches for it to assume

its quiescent or encysted state, refractive oil globules appear within

the interior, and the green gives place to red, and thus the water

containing them acquires a deep vermilion hue. It is probable

that other instances of red waters are due to similar causes. The
characteristic Ceratium (Fig. 35) appears to be a cosmopolitan

infusorian. It has been known a long time as C. longicorne, but

R. S. Berg has recently indentified it with Pursaria hirundlnella

of O. F. Mtiller, which, if correct, will change the specific name to

the one having priority. C. hincndinella occurs often in large

numbers in the water-sui)ply of all the cities along the Great Lakes. It is most abun-

Fio. 34. — Gijmnodin-
iujn laclnnannii
dividing, greatly
enlarged.

Fig. 35.— Cerali
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dant in the fall. It may be said always to occur in these localities, together

witli a rotifer, Annrcea longis^nna, which has singularly long anterior and

]josterior spines corresponding in number with those of the infusorian.

The resemblance is striking. Mr. J. Levic has recently found the same

forms together in Olton Reservoir, near Birmingham, England.

The sjiecies of the remaining families have one or more flagella (usu-

ally one), with the body more or less clothed with cilia ; in some the

whole surface bears them, in others only a crown of cilia occurs at the

anterior end, the flagellum standing in the midst. Asthmatos cilko-is

(Fig. 36) exemplifies this structural peculiarity. This species occurs in the

mucus from the nasal passages of persons suffering from " hay fever," and

is held by Dr. J. H. Salisbury to be the cause of this distressing complaint.

Fig 36
matos ciharis,
raagnifaed 500
times.

Order II. — CILIATA.

The animalcules of this great order, as the name implies, possess cilia as locomotory
organs. Tliey are much more highly organized than the Flagellata, and many of the
forms included are generally better known, and are more
generally called to mind by the name Infusoria. Stein's

di\-ision of the order into suborders is as follows : Holo-

tricha, with cilia over the whole surface ; Heterotricha, ^^•itll

cilia distributed over the entire surface, having those near

or surrounding the mouth longer; Peritricha, cilia mostly in

a wreath about the mouth ; and Hypotricha, with cilia on
the ventral surface only.

Sub-Order I. — Holotricha.

A common type of the first sub-order and of the family

Paramecid.« is Paramecium aurelia (Fig. 37). It occurs

in hosts in vegetable infusions, stagnant pond-water, etc.

These active, elongate, animalcules are alike the delight of

the amateur microscopist and the joy of the veteran inves-

tigator
; it is to him what the frog is to the general anato-

mist and physiologist. It was made for investigation ; the
comparatively large size and trans]iarent body fit it admirably
for study, and it has not been neglected. The anterior third

of the body is somewhat flattened and twisted, so that the
flattened face resembles a living figure of 8 ; near the middle
of the ventral face— at the posterior extremity of the 8—
the mouth is situated. The rejectamenta issue at a point
aliout half-way from the oral aperture to the posterior ex-
tremity of the body. There are two contractile vacuoles near
the extremities. When expanded they are round, but when
contraction takes place there appear fine radiating streaks,

M'hich, as the main portion decreases, sraduallv broaden ^'°' 37.— Paramecium aurelia,

,., , ^, c . , ,
•' ' greatly enlarged. 6, c. Con-

untu, when the toriner is nearlv invisible, tbev are extended tractile vacuoles, a. Mouth.
1 iir ^1 1 ,,.,,", T ,

e. CEsophagus. o, i. Food vac-
over halt the length ot the bod}-. It has been suggested ""'«s. h. Nucleus, m. Endo-
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that these phenomena are really due to abnormal pressure of the cover glass. Parob-

mecia increase by transverse fission. The cortical laj-er contains numerous vertically

disposed rod-like bodies called trichocysts. When a Paramecium is treated with very

dilute acetic acid these protrude from all parts of the surface, giving the animal the

appearance of being clothed with very long cilia. A solution of tannin in glycerine pro-

duces a similar effect, although it is claimed by a writer in the Journal of the Royal

Microscopical Society that it is due to a hardening of the cilia. These trichocysts

liave various forms and dispositions in different species. Some regard them as ho-

mologous with the thread-cells of the Co-lenterata, and as having a similar function

;

others regard them as tactile organs. Btitschli has described a species, Polykrikos

schicartzii, which has trichocysts entirely similar to the thread-cells of

the sea-anemone. Since this infusorian inhabits salt-water, and the

trichocysts are irregularly disposed, Kent suggests tliat they may be

thread-cells which have been swallowed. Paramecium bursaria (Fig.

38) is shorter and broader than P. aiirelia, and is less flattened ; the

buccal fossa is fuimel-shaped, extending obliquely from left to right.

The nucleus is oval and the nucleolus is attached to the side of it.

P. hursaria is usually colored green by chlorophyll granules,— now
held by some to be parasitic alg£e, as is also the green color of the fresh-

^^^ci^iiin tersaria Water sponges, and the common green Hydra. Owing to the presence
™^snified 250 Qf j}jg green corpuscles the cu-culation of the endoplasm is seen to

better advantage than, perhaps, in any other infusorian, although there

are forms like Vorticelloi which exhibit this phenomenon in a marked degree. This

rotation is uniform, ascending on the left side, and descending on the right, when seen

from above (indicated in the figure by the arrows). Balbiani has shown that the so-

called longitudinal fission is uot really a fission, but a phase of the act of conjugation.

Two animalcules may remain attached by their anterior extremities for several days;

after separation, the nucleus and nucleolus changes, the latter becoming more or less

striated, while the former breaks up into a variable number of spheroidal bodies, which
finally separate from the parent, and jjossibly are to be considered as ovules.

Among the most curious of ciUate Infusoria those of the family Traciielocbrid.e
are entitled to the front rank. Their flask-sliaped bodies arc drawn out anteriorly into

^ a long flexible neck, with the oi'al
i

,-.^ aperture at its terminus. Trache-

locera olor (Fig. 39) is the tyjje of the

si>i^ gi"oup; it appears to be cosmopolitan,
Fig. 39. -TracMoMmoiw, enlarged 376 times, c. Contractile occurring anions; al"£e in ponds andvesicle, m. Mouth, n. Nucleus. ^ o o i

Streams. Under examination in the
living state it appears to be incessantly exploring for food, thrusting its wonderfully ex-
tensile neck right and left into every cranny. As it swims gracefully through the water,
with a spiral motion, its form and attitude very naturally suggest the swan. In Lachry-
maria the neck is only slightly extensible. Maryna socialis, as its name hnplies, affords
an instance somewhat rare among the Holotricha, that is, the formation of a zoocytium.
Tins structure is branched like a tree, the cup-shaped zooids projecting from the termina-
tion of the branches. Amphileptus yigas is an elongate compressed animal, which may
easily be mistaken for a Trachelocera on account of its long neck, which assumes as
many shapes as in that genus ; it is readily distinguished, however, since the mouth in
Amphileptus is at the base rather than at the apex of the proboscis. It is said to feed
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on animalcules, wbich it takes by means of its trunk, transferring them to its mouth,

after the elephant's manner of feeding. It has a number of contractile vacuoles, from

ten to fifty, arranged in two longitudinal rows, as mentioned on a previous page. * It

is one of the largest knoT\ni Infusoria.

The next family (TEicnoiJ^rjiriiiD^) is characterized by the ])ossession of a mcm-
braniform expansion as well as cilia. The type may be illustrated by the interesting

Trychonympha agilis (Figs. 40 and 41), described by Leidy as parasitic in the digest-

ive canal of the white ant, Termes jlampes. He observed that the canal was dis-

tended by brown matter, which on examination proved to consist largely of infusorial

Figs. 40 and 41.— Trichonymxilia agilis, enlarged 450 times, n. Nucleus, i. Ingested food particles.

parasites and particles of wood. Three species, belonging to as many genera, were dis-

covered. Fig. 40 represents T. agilis in its extended position. As it progresses in its

medium it takes on many protean forms. The cilia are arranged apparently in series,

some longer than others. The oral aperture is terminal. Until its life-history shall

h.ave been made out, its place in the system and its relation to its companions are

uncertain.

The mouthless Holotricha (Opalixid^) are all parasitic, degraded fonns. They

have been taken for the larvae of Distonue. These now unquestioned Infusoria should

1)0 looked for in the intestines of frogs, mollusks, and worms. Opalina and Anoplo-

phrya are examples.

Sub-Oeder II.— Hetekotricha.

As was mentioned on preceding j'^ge, the Heterotricha are characterized by tlic

jiossession of cilia on the whole surface, those surrounding the mouth being longer

than those on other portions of the body. In all except JBursaria and its allies the

above definition holds good ; there the oral cilia do not encircle the mouth. With
the mention of these exceptions, we may now pass to a consideration of a few of

the typical forms.

In Spirostomicm are met Infusoria which at once arrest the attention, both by their

elongate, snake-like form and their remarkable anatomy. Sp>irostomum umbirpoaii

(Fig. 22) may serve to illustrate their striking features. The figure represents the
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animal somewhat contracted. It is capable of great distention, so as to become fifteen

or twenty times longer than broad ; it then attains a length of one-twelfth of an inch,

or even more. Its cylindrical body, sometimes flattened, is rounded at the extremities,

often truncate posteriorly. The single line of peristomal hairs extends down the

left side of the anterior ventral face to the oral aperture, situated near the middle of

the body. The remarkable contractile vesicle and nucleus have been referred to al-

ready. The generic name was given on account of the apparently spiral peristome, as

seen when the animal twists itself about its long axis. The writer recently found this

species so abundant on a scarcely submerged moss

that the water taken up by a dijtping-bottle was

rendered turbid by them. The solution of tannin

in glycerine, previously referred to, appears to be

a valuable reagent for studying this animalcule.

The Stentors, or trumpet animalcules, are

among the most entertaining heterotrichous In-

fusoria. They are large, active, and often highly

colored, so that a colony of them incessantly ex-

tending and retracting their bodies, at the same

time driving, by means of their oral cilia, strong

currents of water against their peristomial sur-

faces, presents a scene, when well defined by the

microscope, not soon to be forgotten. The ex-

cellent cut (Fig. 42) of Stentor pohjmorplnis, a

widely-distributed form, displays the characteris-

tics of the genus far better than words can do.

The Stentors often secrete gelatinous sheaths,

which sometimes embrace several individuals.

This group has, too, its species which secrete

a lorica, and as in other cases they are very attrac-

tive objects. An example may be cited in Fol-

UciiUna : its flask-shaped sheath is attached by

the side, the neck being bent upwards. The
animal closely resembles a Stentor, except that

the peristome is two-lobed, instead of nearly cir-

cular. The species are defined according to the

shape of these lobes. FoUiculina ampulla has

been found in Ainerica by Dr. Leidy. In Chmtospira the two lobes give place to

a slendei- ribbon-like extension of the anterior region, which, when extended, is twisted

into a sjiire ; a hyaline expansion also extends laterally along the broad part of the

peristome, giving the extended zooid a unique appearance. It is not attached to its

surrounding sheath. The preceding loricate forms are sedentary ; on the other hand,

Tintinnus includes free-swimming species. The beautiful tests of these are common
in the water-supplies of most American cities.

In the genus Codonella there are an outer circle of twenty tentacle-like cilia, and an

inner one of lappet-like appendages ; the case is similar to that of the preceding.

Fig. 42. — Stentor pobjmorplius. n. Nucleus.
cv. Coutractile vacuole. Magnilied 90 times.
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Sub-Order III.— Peritricha.

This grouj) resembles the jireceding, ami imlced tlieiv are a few forms whose exact

position is doubtful. The typical Peritricha, however, have the cilia confined to a circle

around the mouth, while it is only in the aberrant forms that sujiplementary cilia are

found. The members of the sub-order are divided into two not very natural divisions,

according as they are free or attached, at least during a portion of the existence of the

individual. The attached forms frequently develop elegant cases, or in other instances

beautiful branching colonies.

As an example of the first (free) grou]i we may consider the unusually active Ilal-

terice, which are globose forms seen in water from jJonds, especially after it has been

standing for some days. They have a spiral adoral wreath of cilia for swimming, and

usually, in addition, a girdle of long-springing setae, by means of which they leap com-

jiaratively long distances. One may be quite under the observer's eye, when to his an-

noyance instantly it darts out of the field of view. To facilitate their study Chqiarede

and Laehmann recommended placing under the cover

with them a form like Acineta. They soon jumj)

against its sucking tentacles, where they stick fast,

and then may be conveniently examined. Fig. 43

illustrates Halteria volvox. It resembles the more

common H. grandinella in form and in leaping oi--

gans, but has besides an equatorial zone of long, i-e-

curved cilia. A singularly aberi-ant form ap])eai-s in

Torquatella tunica, described bv E. Ray Lankester. fio. 43.— //n/to'mTOiTCa;, greatly enlarged.
-* ^^

. ^
"^ n. Nucleus, cy. Contractile vacuole.

Around the front margin there is a membranous ex-

pansible frill, which is plaited, and alternately closes up and expands with a twisting

motion. It was obtained in salt-water from decaj-ing eggs of the worm Terebella.

Any one having examined the common Hydra, or the gills of .Necturtis lateralis to

any extent with the microscope has doubtless encountered minute bodies gliding over

the surface of the hosts, or now and then swimming ra]iidly away, but soon returning.

Seen from abo\'e they are discs ; from the side, shaped like a dice-box. Prof. H. J.

Clark studied carefully their anatomy. He showed that the body surface between the

concave extremities is ribbed by the thickenings of the body walls ; that the posterior

truncated margin produces a thin annular membrane called the "velum," into the base

of which, and on its inner side, the posterior fringe is inserted ; that the nucleus, ex-

amined in the fall, was a moniliform, band-like spiral situated near the truncated base.

Besides the vibratile cilia of the border of the posterior disc, there is on its inner border

a ^\Teath of stout hairs or uncini, in an outer and an inner series ; those of the outer

circle are stout and curved, the others, slender, straight, and apparently radiating from

the centre of the discal area ; they consist of a solid portion and a membrane-like

expansion. These forms belong to the genus Trichodina.

The family Vorticellid.e includes the attached forms of Peritricha. The three

sub-families are Vorticellinae (naked), Vaginicolinffi (loricate), and Ophrydiiiie (in gela-

tinous covering). The student of ])rotozoic life must ever find the keenest delight in the

study of this varied family, exam])les of which may be found at any time of the year, or

at any ])lace where there are natural or artificial bodies of water. In Vbrticella, the

type of the family, each individual is solitary, and consists of an oval body attached by a



44 LOWER [NVERTEBRATES.

slender stalk to some foreign support. At the end of the body farthest from the sup-

port, a band of cilia surrounds a flattened disc, at one side of which is the opening

dignified by the name of mouth. On careful examination it is seen that tlie band of

cilia does not form a complete circle, but rather a spiral, the inner end of which passes

into the mouth and down the tube known as the oesophagus. The nucleus is sausage-

sliajied, and in many forms is coiled in a spiral. The

stalk Is also an interesting portion of the anatomy, as

within the external cuticle one may by careful examin-

ation see a core of contractile j)rotoplasm, whose func-

tion will appear further on.

Since Vorticella is one of the most common of the

Infusoria, it may be well to give here a slight account

of its method of life, as illustrative of the physiology of

the whole class. On placing a little powdered carmine

in the water in which the Vorticelke are living, and ex-

amining them under the microscope, it will be seen that

the motion of the cilia around the mouth creates a cur-

rent of water, which pursues a constant direction down
the (Esophagus and then out again. The particles of

carmine and other small bodies in the water follow the

general course of the current down to the bottom of the

oesophagus but are not allowed to go out again. In this

FIG. 44. -rorti.eH«„ete/i/-.m, enlarged ^^^7 ^ ^all of nutritious matter is formed, which soon

ate°d*dfso "c" Peristome ""d *Ve5ti-
^oi'^es its way into the protoplasm of the body, where it

buie. c. cEsophagus. /.Contractile is known as a food vacuole. These food vacuoles keep
vacuole, g. Food vacuoles, h, :n u- ^

k. Eotosarc. x^p a Constant though slow motion through the body,

passing down on one side and up on the other, until at

last all nutritious substance is digested, when the rejectamenta are forced out into the

beginning of the oesophagus and carried away from the body by the outgoing current

of water.

It requires considerable time and much jiatient watching to make out these jwints

in Vorticella, for though attached, these animals are far from stationary ; every few mo-

ments the cilia will be suddenly withdrawn, and the animalcule will itself as suddenly dis-

api^ear. On moving the slide one readily ascertains the cause of this, for it will be seen

that the contractile in-otoplasm of the stem has exerted its powers, and the long, slender

stalk is now coiled in a close spiral. Gradually the stalk straightens out, when the

contractile vacuole renews its pulsations, and the cilia begin their vibration as suddenly

as they had stopped them a minute before.

The process of binary division in these familiar objects is of high interest ; it is

longitudinal; first the ciliary disc is withdrawn, and the body assumes a spherical con-

tour; it soon becomes dilated, and a notch appears in the anterior border; a new
vestibular cleft and oral system is developed on each side of the median line ; a line of

division now proceeds from the anterior notch, through the centre of the animal's body,

cleaving both the contractile vesicle and nucleus. The result is two animalcules on a

single stalk. One zooid remains attached to the original pedicle, the other, with its

peristome usually contracted, develops round the posterior region of the body a circle of

cilia, by the action of which its attachment to the pedicle is broken, and it swims away^

soon to attach itself and acquire a new stalk. Then the temporary gu-dle of cilia is
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absorbed, the peristome border is now displayed, and tlie business of adult life com-
menced. Another sort of sub-division has been recorded by Stein, and confirmed by
others. The body divides into two unequal parts, after which the lesser one is set free,

and then enters into genetic union with some other normal Vorticella. This union is

supposed to produce a reju\enescence, which means a capacity to continue the pro-

cess of multiplication by self-division. That the union is followed as in the Flacrellata,

Ijy encystmcnt and sporular sub-division, has not been demonstrated. Perhaps this

word of caution is necessary ; the individual Vorticella may often be seen with the

posterior ciliary wreath. This is not always an indication of recent division, for

when these animals become dissatisfied with their surroundings they produce the

e.\tra cilia, and remove from the old pedicle, and set up in a more congenial place.

Among the forms allied to Vorticella we may notice that in Spirochonia the attach-

ment is by means of a disc, and the peristome is developed into a hyaline, spirally con-

volute membranous funnel. Stylonichia is similar, except that the body is mounted

on a rigid pedicle ; in Ithabdostyla the body is like that of Vorticella, but the pedicle

is not contractile, but flexible. In Carchesium the zooids are united in social tree-

like clusters, but the muscle of the pedicle does not extend through the main trunk

;

the individuals can withdraw themselves to the point of branching of their stalk, but

the colony cannot withdraw itself from its position. In Zoothamnium, on the other

hand, the muscle is continuous throughout the colony. In this genus there are

zooids of more than one form and size in the same colony. In the genus Eijistylis the

branched pedicle is rigid throughout, the base of the body alone being contractile.

Members of this genus are, doutless, next to those of Vorticella, most frequently met

with. Their tree-like colonies are readily seen by a hand lens on aquatic plants. The
carapax and gill chambers of the cray-fish, and the shells of aquatic snails, are also rich

hunting grounds for these creatures. Opercularia differs from Epistylis in the fact

that the ciliary disc is attached to one side of the oral entrance, and is usually elevated

to a considerable distance abov^e the margin of the peristome, like a lid. They are

often seen as commensals on aquatic larv£e and Entomostraca.

The loricated Vaginicolinaj is not less rich in surprisingly beautiful forms. Vayini-

cola has the sheath erect, sessile, and open at the top. The animalcule is fastened to

its case, protruding its body and spreading its peristome ; at the least disturbance in its

surroundings it instantly retracts, soon to very cautiously again protrude its body. Those

sjiecies with a lid to close the case when the animal is withdrawn, have been placed in

the genus Thuricola. T. crystalina is a common species. If the case

is pedicellate and open, the form is a Cothurnia (Fig. 21) ; if, in addi-

tion, there is a corneous lid, it is a Pyxicola; if a fleshy lid, Pachy-

trocha. All these forms may be looked for on Entomostraca and aquatic

jilants, like Lemna, Anacharis, and Myriophyllum.

In Platycola and Lagenopkrys the cases rest on one side. Fig. 45

represents the charming Platycola dilatata, the brown, laterally at-

tached case occurs on fresh-water plants. The animalcule is quite

similar to those of a majority of the loricate forms. There are two

genera, whose social individuals inhabit common gelatinous matrices,

viz., Ophionella and Ophrydiwm. One species of the latter genus, 0. diiaiata, inagui-

., . , , ,, r , J li ^ fled 300 times.
versatde, may often be seen m shallow fresh and salt water as more or

less spherical green masses, sometimes floating or resting on the bottom, and may easily

be mistaken for algae, such as Tetraspora or JVostoc. These masses are inhabited by
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myriads of green Infusoria whose structure does not materially differ from that of

Ejnstylis, except the greater elongation of the canal-like extension of the contracticle

vesicle, which ascends to and surrounds the peristome. A notable structure is found

in the thread-like pedicles which unite the individuals of the whole colony. These

appear to be homologous with the branched stalk of Epistylis. In Ophrydium sessile

the pedicle is wanting, the bodies radiating from one point in the mucilaginous en-

velope. 0. versatile and 0. eichornii are known to inhabit American waters.

Sub-Order IV.— Hypotricha.

This sub-order includes numerous families and genera, nearly all of which are free-

swimming ; their bodies are smooth above, with variously disposed cilia below ; they

are usually flattened and elon-

gate. Chilodon cucullulus af-

fords another stock form ; it is as

cosmopolitan as Paramecium
aurelia, inhabiting both salt and

fresh water. It has received

many names ; its flat, sub-ovate

body has the anterior apex turned

one side. The cilia on the ven-

tral surface are arranged in par-

allel lines. Its pharynx is sur-

rounded by a series of rod-like

teeth. Its food appears to be

diatoms, for these plants are

often found in its endoplasm.

Dysteria armata, described by

Huxley, is remarkable for the

indurated, complex pharynx.

The oral pit is strengthened by

a curved rod which terminates

in a bilid tooth. This is fol-

lowed by the pharyngeal appara-

tus proper, which may be said to

consist of two parts— an anterior

rounded mass in opposition with •

a much elongated, styliform, pos-

terior portion. This part is quite

complicated, and cannot be clear-

ly defined in a few words. On
account of this complicated struc-

ture, and the single ventral stylet,

it has been considered a rotifer,

but recent research has brought to light facts suflicient to warrant the formation of a

family with tliis species as the type. A curious genus is Stichotricha, in which the ani-

malcules secrete a domicile ; several of the species live singly, but in one the stock is

branched, and a social group or colony is the result. This Kent has put in his new genus

¥\Q. K. — Schiz
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Schizosiphoii. Stylonichia mytilus, which is abundant in vegetable infusions, ilhistrates

a type of structure somewliat common in this sub-order : the presence of stylets and
hooked hairs. It is elongate, elliptical, with a slight left-handed curvature, taperin^

backwards from the centre ; two of the fine anal stylets project beyond the body, the

three long caudal set* are radiating ; there are five claw-like ventral stylets and several

frontal ones. Euplotes also includes well-known forms. They differ from those of the

last-mentioned, first in being encuirassed, second in the styles, although frontal, ventral

and anal are represented.

Okder III.— TENTACULIFERA.

It remains to introduce some typical forms of the order Tentaculifera. Compared

with the orders already described, the specific forms are comparatively few, but their

remarkable structure renders them as interesting. Until recently the Tentaculifera

were not recognized as a distinct order of Infusoria. By Ehrenberg they were arranged

with the diatoms and desmids. Stein in his earlier publications regarded them as

developmental stages of the Vorticellidie. To Claparede and Lachmann is due the

honor of pointing out their true nature. The term Tentaculifera was proposed by Prof.

Huxley, while Suctoria,— the name applied by Claparede and Lachmann,-— has, by

Kent, been retained for the division in which the tentacles are wholly or partly suctorial.

He has also called those whose tentacles are non-suctorial, but merely adhesive, Actin-

aria. The animalcules in tlieir adult life bear neither flagella nor cilia, their embryos,

however, are ciliate. Maupas claims that adults of some Podophrym and all the Sphce-

rophryce are able to resume their cilia and become free. Their food is taken by means

of tentacles developed from their cuticle, the tubular sort terminating in a sucking disc
;

and the protoplasm of the body extending into the tentacles. When an infusorian is

caught by an Acineta and held at the extremity of one of the tentacles, a rupture is

produced in the cuticle of the victim at the point of contact. The axillary substance

of the tentacle penetrates this perforation. The tentacle now increases in size, due,

doubtless, to a flow of sarcode from the body of the Acineta. On penetrating the body

of the prey this sarcode, according to Ma>ipas, mingles with the substance of the vic-

tim's body, and then returns to its place of departure. A nucleus and one or more con-

tractile vesicles are usually present. The Tentaculifera increase by division and by

budding.

StJB-OrDER I. — SUCTOKIA.

The species of Acineta and its allies are numerous ; the animalcules have many ten-

tacles, while in the genera Rhyncheta and Urnula, there are only one or two ; all arc

stalked, some are loricate, others naked. The Sphoirophryce are free forms, frequently

parasitic within other Infusoria. Sphcerophrya sol is found in Faramecitim aurelia,

S. stentorea in iStentor roeselii, etc. They are spherical, with suctorial tentacles scat-

tered over their surface. The earlier stages of the next genus are free, and may be

taken for /Sphmrophryce, and the latter in turn have been mistaken for the acinetiform

embryos of their hosts. The genus Podophrya also includes many species. They dif-

fer materially f)-om the preceding in that they are pedicillate, while some species differ

from others in having the suctorial tentacles in fascicles. To the latter belongs P.

quadripartita, which has been often seen by the writer on the stalks of Epistylis pilicu-



48 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

tilts, whose acinetiform embryo it was once regarded. Its stalk is long, the body ovate,

with the upper border divided into four tentacle-bearing lobes in the adult; in the

young there is but one lobe ; this gives place to two, and finally to the full number.

According to Claparede and Lachmann, two sorts of embryos, large and small, are de-

veloped ; the former enclose a portion only of the nucleus of the parent. According to

Biitschli they are liberated through a specially developed orifice ; the other forms are

produced by the sub-division of the nucleus.

In both cases, at the time of liberation, the

embryos are ciliated like the peritrichous In-

fusoria, with an equatorial girdle and anterior

tuft. In Hemiophrya gemmipara (Fig. 47),

we have a remarkable Acinetan. There are

two sorts of tentacles, viz., a few, centrally

placed, of the usual suctorial type, and a

larger number of prehensile ones around the

border. When the latter are seen under a

high magnification the surface is seen to be

not smooth, but nodular, the component par-

ticles of externally developed granular pro-

toplasm being usually disposed in a spiral

manner around the central axis. The production of embryos by gemmation has been

referred to on a previous page. The genus Acineta has many representatives inhabiting

both salt and fresh water. An interesting species is found in large numbers on the sur-

face of a Ml/sis taken in the Great Lakes.

nagnifled

SuB-OkDER II. — ACTINARIA.

This sub-order includes a few forms in which the tentacles are filiform and prehen-

sile. They are inhabitants of salt-water, and, like their nearest relatives, are mostly

commensal ujion acpiatic animals.

D. S. Kellicott.
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Branch II.— PORIFERATA.

The sjionges are even now po2)ulai-ly regarded as plants, although for many years

iiattirahsts have recognized them as members of the animal kingdom, while the investi-

gations of the past fifteen years have shown them to be animals of by no means the

lowest type. In the preceding pages we have seen that the unicellular Protozoa do

not reproduce by means of eggs, but by a process of division or segmentation, resulting

in a varying number of embryos, germs, or spores. All of the higher animals, includ-

ing the sponges, are composed of multitudes of cells, each performing its own ]xirt in

the economy of the individual, and while reproduction by division is frequent in cer-

tain groups, all have recourse to specialized cells or eggs for the jterpetuation of the

sjiecies. On account of these differences all multicellular animals have been collec-

tively termed Metazoa, in contradistinction to the single-celled Protozoa. There is

here a similar relationship to that wliich exists between the s[)ore-bearing and the seed-

bearing plants. In an egg-bearing animal tliere is a specialization of some of the cells

of the tissues and parts to form the male and female reproductive elements, just as in

the flowering plant there is a similar specialization of the tissues and leaves to form

the male and fen ale products and the organs of rejjroduction, and as the latter by the

union of the sexual elements form fertile seeds, so in the Metazoa the union of the egg,

or female element, with the s])ermatozoan, or male reproductive product, ])roduces a

fertile egg.

In the Poriferata the develo])meiit of the sexual elements a])pears in a simjile

form
;
parts or cells of the tissues within the body of the same sponge grow larger

than the rest, and become eggs while other cells change into spermatozoa. The
s])onges are, therefore, hermaphrodites, and besides they have no external genital or

reproductive aj)paratus and no special apertures for the extrusion of the young. It

has been found, however, that some sponges are female, or at least produce few if any

.sjierm-bearing cells, and these sponges in some cases die soon after giving birth to

their broods of young. In most sponges self-fertilization seems to take place ; indeed,

such would appear to be the inevitable necessity since the male and female elements

are enclosed in the same membranes.

Sjjonges are all aquatic, are found in the waters of every part of the globe, and in

suitable locations may be exceedingly abundant. So far as known they are all seden-

tary animals, constrained with few exceptions to jiass all but the earliest stages of

their existence fastened to the same submerged object to which they became attached

in their early youth. The young possess powers of locomotion and can seek out new
]ilaccs of abode, but the adults must remain in one place and take whatever of food or

fortune the passing currents may bring them. Thus they can only live and flourish in

places where there are floating clouds of microscopical plants and animals, and their

s])ores. These form their stajjles of subsistence and must come to them as the rain

comes to the plant. They can use for the reception of food only the uj)i)er aiul

lateral surfaces of the body, the lower, attached surface, being of course unavailable

for such jnu-jjoses. To this rule there are some exceptions. For instance, Subentes

roinpucta, a sand sponge, has no base of attachment and is apparently capable of living

with either side uppei-most; there are also some wanderers, sjjonges which have

vol,, I, —

4
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broken away from the base and, still living, are rolled about on the bottom. Some of

tlie commercial Sjwnges are said to be tough enough to stand this.

The sponge is typically, or in its most perfect aspect, a vase contracted at the top.

In nature it has none of tlie usual signs of symmetry observed in other animals, and is

in most forms even very irregular. There is absolutely no forward or hinder end,

e.\ce})t in the embryo ; there is no right or left, except again in the embryo. Being a

jnirely sedentary animal, and having no appendages, it lias become and usually is des-

ignated as amorphous or formless. The conditions which influence growth have

caused not only this degradation in symmetry, but they occasion, also, great differ-

ences in form in the same species. Thus, while they may be called formless in respect

to symmetry, from another point of view they are re!illy animals with more forms

than usual.

Among those which live near the shores and in the varied conditions of the shal-

low water habitats, there is the strangest diversity. Every change of bottom, every

change in the surrounding conditions of the current or the place to which the larva

may become attached, has some effect upon their asjjcct. Thus in the same species

we find flattened sheets, irregular lumps and clum])s, and branching, bush-like modifica-

tions of each of these in every variety, and finally vase-like shapes, either imperfect

and open on one side, or perfect and not wholly witliout grace of outline. If we j)ass

from the varied bottom of the shore-line to one of uniform character, whether the mud
bottoms of the deeper waters of the ocean or those nearer shore, or the sand}- shallows,

where the surroundings and conditions of life are more uniform, we find that the

sjionges inhabiting these localities are remarkable for greater uniformity of shape

within the species.

Sponges exhibit most plainly in their forms the direct action of gravity and the

peculiarities of the base of attachment. In a sedentary animal the fluids of nutrition

would naturally tend to expend their forces primarily, in the early stages of growth at

the lowest points of the periphery, and after building the base, cause the sponge to

grow upwards in the direction of least resistance. This is practically what happens,

and if the rock is smooth and free from other animals, some species, having no heredi-

tary form, will grow in a broad sheet without branches ; but if the base of attachment

be small or crowded, the same si)onge will take a bushy, plant-like outline. The force

of growth which otherwise would have expended itself in increasing the S2>onge hori-

zontally, is diverted by the strain on the supjiorts or skeleton to the secreting mem-
branes of the threads, and we find they become thicker or denser where the strahi

is greatest, until in some very old sponges the trunks or bases are almost solid. Above,

the branches are arranged so that the form is balanced, and there is the same equal

distribtition of the weight around a central axis as in plants and in sedentary animals

of all kinds. This tendency or response of the animal to the attraction of gravitation

by equal growth in horizontal planes, so as to balance one side with another, one

lateral organ with another, I have previously termed geomalism. Geomalism aj)pears

in its primitive aspect among the sponges since they are comparatively soft and sup-

ported by a pliable and jiriinitively fragmentary internal skeleton.

It will be seen from these remarks that the form of the sponge is more largely the

result of the character of the base of attachment than any other cause. When this is

uniform, as in a mud or sandy bottom, the form is either vase-shaped or branching and

conijtaratively constant; when upon rocks or irregular surfaces, all forms may occur.

Another correlation has been frequently noticed by the writer. In rapid tide-ways a



species, which is flat or chubby in (juiet water, will tend to devolop into branching

forms.

This plasticity of fonu in response to environment also correlates with the pecu-

liarities of the digestive system. The sponges have thousands of minute cavities

within the body, devoted to performing the functions of digestion. These cavities re-

ceive their food from streams of water, circulating through a double system of tubes,

and flowing in through the narrow meshes of a network, formed in the outer covering

or skin of the body. Witli this sieve-like structure there is no use for any jjarticular

set of external appehdages, and no necessity for any fixed symmetry of form. All that

the sjionge needs is a capability to adapt itself to its surroundings and the sole

requisite of success in obtaining food is the presentation of as much surface as possible,

tiuis securing a large supply of water and accompanying food.

Such an organism requires a peculiar skeleton. Since the internal tubes and mi-

nute stomachs would be liable to compression by the weight of the soft tissues, after

the attainment of a certain size, unless some firmer framework was interposed, we find

Fig. 48. — Portion of a section of a bath-sponge (Sjtont/ia), showing the fibrous skeleton, portions of the
supply and drainage systems, and the aiupuUse.

in most sponges such a supporting skeleton. In some cases this framework is formed

I ly a woven mass of elastic threads, of a horny nature; in others the framework is

composed partly of such threads and partly of stiff and nnelastic spicules which may
be calcareous or silicious, or in still other cases of a network of spicules united by only

a small amount of horny or silicious material. The same principle of construction runs

throughout the whole of the Porifer.ata; the skeletons are really networks or scaffolds

of spicules, or of threads permeating all ]iarts of the body, in order to sup])ort the

whole mass and keep open not only the digestive ampuUie, but also the numerous

tubes for supply and drainage.

A skeleton is not, however, an absolute essential in all the members of anj' branch

of the animal kingdom ; thus there are sponges entirely destitute of spicules or threads,

but these are mostly flattened or small vase-like forms, in which the weight is small in

proportion to the strength of the tissues.

In the commercial sponges the skeleton is an intricate mass of interwoven elastic

horny threads, as may be seen by slicing one through the middle (Fig. 48). This network
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is permeated by mimberless tubes, but these can be reduced into two systems, qne lead-

inc from tlie interior outward, and the other leading from the external surface toward

the interior. The first or internal system is composed of several large trunk tubes,

largest interiorly, but bi-anching and becoming smaller as we approach the exterior.

The outer surface of the sponge is ornamented with projecting bunches or ridges of

threads. Between these projections there are numerous depressions, the bottoms of

which are perforated by openings of medium size, which we can follow as tubes lead-

ing into the interior by examination of the cut surface of the section. These are the

tubes of the external system. They often terminate abruptly, but here and there are

divided into branches, and we can see that they really diminish in size towards the in-

tciior. Not infrequently these tubes may be traced directly into the trunks of the

internal system, but in this case, their walls are thickly set with the openings of small

tubules which lead into systems of tubes diminishing in size internally, and therefore

belonging to the external system. The dried skeleton looks as if there was no room

for fleshy material between the meshes, but the increase in size upon wetting a sponge

shows that when in the natural element and fully expanded there is plenty of room

between the threads for all the organs we have to describe.

The surface of the living commercial sponge is of a dark color, and some species,

were they smoother, would remind one of a piece of beef liver. On the njijier surface

we can see large crater-like ojienings as in the skeleton, but the surface is otherwise

quite different. The tufts of filjres and the depressions between them, which are so

marked in the skeleton, are more or less covered with a skin which conceals all the

cavities and channels. The tufts, however, do show themselves as slight j^rominences,

while the skin over the intervening depressions is smooth and perforated by groups of

holes. These small holes may be opened or closed at the will of the animal, and when
open they serve to admit water freely to the external or supply system of tubes.

These openings may in many sponges entirely disappear, and new apevtures be formed

when needed. This faculty has, however, been greatly exaggerated.

The superficial cavities are lined with a smooth skin, lighter in color than that of

the exterior, while the sides and bottom are perforated by small holes, the ojsenings of

the tubules which line the skeletal tubes of the external system and form the fleshy

canals of the supply system. These tubes are lined with a light colored skin and

branch as they descend into the interior. The tips of the minute branches ex])and into

globular sacs. These little enlargements, the ampullie, open in turn, into small fleshy

tubules which line the internal system of tubes of the skeleton. They constitute what

may be called a drainage system, and instead of growing less, they increase in size as

they go inward, and by uniting witli other similar tubes, they form larger and larger

branches until they finally open into one of the centr.al trunks.

These sieve-like openings, the superficial hollows, and the supply system act as

feeders, bringing water loaded with nutriment to the am]uilla3 or digestive sacs. After

digestion the refuse is passed out of the ampullre into the internal S3stem and thence

into the large central trunks whicli finally open on the outside of the sponge in large

crater-like orifices. In some sponges these two systems of canals are not distinguish-

able and there is but one outlet to the ampulla.

The outermost covering of the body is an extremely delicate membrane composed
of a single layer of flat cells, giving a jieculiar shade of jnirple bloom to the living

sponge, but being easily abraded by rough handling. This layer is the ectoderm, and
is continuous at the edges of the craters with a somewhat similar layer, lining all of
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the passages of the drainage system, which should be considered as the endoderm. To
this latter system the ampullai belong, but the endoderm which lines them is of a differ-
ent character. The tubes of the supply system are doubtless of ectodermic origin. The
ciidodermal cells are usually flat

and have polygonal outlines,

except in the ampullte, where
they give place to oval or even
columnar cells, the free ends
Ix'ing crowned by transjiarent

collars, from the centre of

uhich protrudes a long flagel-

him (Fig. 52). These collared

(•ells have unusually large nuclei.

The ectodermal cells vary some-

what in outline, according to

jiosition, but are usually hex-

agonal or quadrangular and
rather constant in form. The
cells of the endoderm, on the
contrary, arc subject to extra-

ordinary changes, bulging out
into balls on their free side

ulien gorged with food, or ex-

tending to hair-like cells of en-

ormous length when stretched

across an opening.

Between these two layers

lies the middle or fleshy layer

of the body, the mesoderm.
Tliis is composed of cells, but
the intercellnlar spaces are so

abimdantly filled with proto-

plasm that Haeckel and others

consider it as a characteristic of

the sponges. AVe are, however,
I if the opinion that the abun-
diiiice of intra-cellular substance
has been greatly exaggerated,
and that the mesodermal cells

arc numerous and closely ag-

gregated. Such we have fouiid

to 1)0 the case with the Calci-
spongiaj and C/ialina, and Lie-
berkuhn and Huxley claim the
same for Sponfjillu. The cells
of the mesoderm vary considerably i„ character and appearance. They may be
transparent, granular or deeply colored, globular or elongated, entire or amoeboid
in outhne, and capable of extensive changes by expansion or contra<.tion. In many

Fig. 49 —Section of Halisarca, showing supply («/•) and drainaae (ef)
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sponges there occurs between the undoubtoil mosoilerin and the ectoderm di^itinit

layers, the origin of which is uncertain.

One of the most interesting points to tlie

naturalist lies hi the history of the skeleton and

its elements. Tliis consists of two parts, the

thread of binding substance of horn or keratode

and the hard mineralized spicule. All authors

apparently agree in considering the spicules as

mesodermic, but the origin of the threads has

not been so thoroughly worked out. Barrois,

however, considers them of ectodermal origin

in the silicious sponges, and the author has ex-

jtressed the same opinion regarding the fibres of

the horny sponges. In the ChalininiB the same

would also appear to be true. The skeletal

threads of Chalinula are surrounded by a

special membraiie, which I have seen in sev-

eral instances, and which may be called the

jierifibral membrane. This is composed of flat

ej)ithelial cells, either transparent or deejily col-

ored by granules. They somewhat resemble the

cells of the ectoderm in outline, but are longer,

fusiforni in outline, very closely set, and usually

sj)irally arranged around the fibre. These are

e\ idently the cells which secrete the threads,

ftnd in one section I followed this sheath and

found it continuous with the ectoderm. We
can thus readily account for the skeleton of

Chalinula by the presence of invaginated pro-

longations of the e])iderm which would natural-

ly follow and surround first the vertical threads

and then others arising in all directions, 'i'he

differences in the structure of the inner and the

outer portions of the fibres of the A])lysina, and

their often hollow condition, can only be ac-

counted for by this ex])lanation as well as the

fact that iu SjMiujia and its allies the centre of

the threads is frequently occupied by foreign

ni itter, carried in from the exterior by the in-

vagination of the ectoderm to form the sheaths

and subsequently enveloped by the liorny mat-

ter secreted.

The form of the s]ncules varies greatly, and

affords good systematic characters. A few of

the forms are shown in the adjacent figure.

Some are pointed at one end, some have both

extremities acute, while others may terminate at one or both ends like anchors. They

may l)e smooth or variously laiobbed and ornamented.

Fio .50.— l>itjereut forms of spoiige spicules.
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We cannot hope to disentangle the intricate rehitions of the parts in such confused

structures as the sponges without studying the history of tlieir development. The
young can always be relied upon to present the observer with simpler or more element-

ary conditions, and generally help us materially in understanding and translating the

adult structures.

As we have said, thr niak' and female elements are found within the sponge. After

fertilization, the egg undergoes a regular segmentation, and then the two ends of the

body become distinguisiiable, one being composed of smaller cells than tlie other.

Tlie embrj-o is hollow at this the so-called morula stage, but soou the central hollow,

the segmentation cavity of embryologists, becomes tilled in the following manner.

Tlie cells of one end of the embryo become pushed in, much as one inverts the finger

of a glove, and these constitute the inner layer or endoderm of the young sponge.

In this, which is called the gastrnla stage, there are then two layers. In the cal-

careous sponges tliey form a cup with a mouth at one end, but in the carneosponges

tlie gastrula is usually but not invariably solid, the invaginated endoderm comiiletely

filling the interior. The mesoderm is developed between these two layers, but from

which one is not yet known. The spicules begin to be

fiirnu'd in the mesoderm soon after its appearance, and

seem to be due to direct transformation of single cells.

These young larva? swim rapidly through the water

by means of the cilia, or small hairs, which clothe the

exterioi", and which can be moved like so many oars

with force and rapidity at the will of the tiny animal.

The smaller end in the larva of the calcareous sponge

is foremost as the little creature moves aimlessly about.

When it encounters any obstacle it usually exhibits no

ability to back off, but manages by keeping its cilia in

constant motion to get away by rolling around the

olistruction. At last the embryo settles down, with its

mouth or blastopore below, upon the space to wliieh it

is to become attached. The membranes at this end

form a sort of sucker, which spreads itself out and enables the animal to exclude the

water between it and the surface to which it is being

applied. The pressure of the water holds the sponge

in its place, and on some smooth spots this may con-

tinue to be its only anchorage, but in rougher situa-

tions it naturally acquires additional hold by growing

into any cavities or around any projections.

On soft, muddy ground fresh-water sjionges usually

begin to grow upon some small substance, which often

is very small, and then the weight of the growing sponge

may sirdv a portion of the stalk into the mud below.

This ]iortion tlien dies, but even when dead it ])Iays its

part and forms an anchor for the whole structui'e. We
cannot imagine an ordinary sponge growing upon a muddy surface unless the water was

absolutely still or the mud hard ; otherwise the tiny creature would be suffocated by

the sediment. The deep-water mud sponges of the sea (Hi/alonema, etc.) have, how-

ever, grown so long on soft bottoms that they have developed a system of threads

'ree swiimiiiug young of
Sijcandra.

I. 52 —Section of ittacUed embno
of '^tfcajidra a, pinnitue stomacli
6, blastopore e ectoderm h, endo
derm, .s, segmentatiou cavitj

.
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wliicb, jn-otnuling below, peneti-ate deeply into the mud, and may either serve as

anchors or bases of support. The most curious case of tliis kind occurs in Tethya

gravata, a globular form, in which the threads form a network below, enclosing small

stones and gravel. Thus tlie animal carries ballast, aud if turned bottom up in the

water it rights itself immediately. Wlien rolled over by the waves upon the muddy
bottoms of Buzzard's Bay, where it occurs, it is always sm-e to eud its gyrations

right side up like a bit of leaded pith.

The observations of Sehultze on the young of Si/candni, one of the calcisjjonges,

show that the ciliated cells, when invaginated, form an ampuUaceous sac, confirming

the A'iew that we have always held tliat the typical sponge was a single, isolated

ampulla, surrounded by the two layers of the body. A single jjore is opened into this

sac, and this completes the likeness to one of the Ascones group. The observations

of Barrois, Carter, Sehultze, and Marshall all seem to show that the ampullas in the

silicious sponges have a different development. After the larva has settled, a hollow

sj)ace appears in the body of the sponge, lined by a non-ciliated endoderm. The
ampuUaceous sacs ai-ise as buds from this endoderm, communication with the exterior

is formed by tubes, which arise as invaginations of the ectoderm, and grow inward,

uniting with the ampulla?.

The evidence at present seems to be in favor of Bari-ois' opinion, that the water

flows in througli these lateral pores and accumulates in the interior, assisting to raise

the soft tissue into a dome or spire, until, at last, unable to •withstand the pressure,

the top gives way, and the crater is formed. This accounts for the rise of the spire

before the formation of the crater, and gives a reason for its disappearance after the

pressure has been relieved by the fonnation of an adequate outlet. Certain it is that

the crater is not in any sense the mouth or blastopore of the sponge, as is usu.ally sup-

posed. Thus the cloacal apertures have no special morphological location, and arise

as purely mechanical necessities, as do the excurrent openings of all colonial forms.

The simplest sponges have only a single body cavity, surrounded by ectoderm and

mesoderm, and lined by the inner layers. This tv-pical form or vase shape occurs in

the young of the calcareous sponges and in the adidts of the Ascones. Individuation in

these forms is complete and simple ; they are each equivalent to a single ampuUaceous

sac, se])aratcd from any other sponge and surrounded by mesoderm and ectoderm. It

is evident, therefore, that when a number of these sacs still remain connected with the

Ijody cavity, each additional sac must be regarded as a bud or offshoot from the

cceloniatic cavity, and the whole can be regarded as a branching gastro-vascular system,

through which water and food are circulated and excrement discharged.

The active collared cells of the ampidlie are both structurally and functionally, as

was jiointed out by H. James Clark, similar to the zoons of the flagellated Protozoa

;

they have the same organization, catch their food by means of the same slender lasl),

swallow it at the same place within the collar, aud throw out the refuse matter

in precisely the same manner. The Flagellata are individuals, each having the

tyjucal structure of the Protozoa, and though in every respect simple cells, wiXh

collai-s and flagella, as in the separate cells of the sponge, they are not shut up in sacs

inside of a mass of flesli, but are free or attached animals, getting their food in the

o])en water. This correlation and the aspect and functions of the cells which form

the tissues of all structures in the bodies of sponges and higher animals show us that

all cellular tissues must be regarded as aggregates or colonies, while the single cells of

which the tissues are comjiosed are the exact morphological representatives of the
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Pi'otozoa. The sponges are simply less altered than other animals, the cells of the

inner layer still retain some traces of their original structure, and we have to rate the

I'oriferata as intermediate in these characteristics between the Protozoa and the

Metazoa.

The word ' individual ' leads to many serious misconceptions owing to its poj)ular

meaning, and we use the word zoon for any whole animal or ])art of a colony of ani-

mals whose structure can be said to embrace the essential characteristics of the grand

division or branch to which it belongs. In this sense the single cell is a zoon, with

regard to the -whole animal kingdom, or when we wish to contrast the Protozoa w-itii

the Metazoa. The young sponge, at the ])eriod when it has but a simple ccelomatic

cavity and one opening, is also a zoiin, Inil it is only a zoon wlien we wish to consider

tlu! Poriferata by themselves.

We can test this position by comparison with the simj>lest known forms of sponges,

such as the Ascones. The forms of this grouj) have a vase shape, with only one open-

ing above, while the pores for admission of water are fomied as wanted. The struc-

ture and form of tiiis adult sponge is similar to that of the simjjlest ampullaceous sac,

and is also similar to that of the young when the ccelomatic cavity is first fonned, and

it shows us that all these three forms contain the essential elements of sponge struc-

ture, and can thus l)e ajipropriately called spongo-zoons.

After the three layers are fully formed, the ccelomatic cavity extends itself in every

direction by the formation of ampulke as outgrowths from its sides, but these out^

growths do not carry with them the mesoderm and ectoderm. On the contrary, the

outward growth and tiie formation of a new ampullaceous sac, which is the nearest

ap]iroach the sponge makes towards the fonnation of a new zoon, takes jdace wholly

inside of the mesoderm, and the outer layer remains unmodified. This is the case in

all the sponges with a thick mesodenn, and even among the higher forms of calci-

s])onges. Among the primitive Ascones, hcjwever, a bud from the side carries with it

all the membranes of the body, and is a re))etition of the original zoon, a com])Iete bud

or ' pei-son.'

New craters are fonned anywhere as the sponge increases in size, by the conjunc-

tion of canals of the drainage system and without the slightest signs of budding, and

yet Haeckel and others regard each of these craters as a person or individual. The
mass may grow out solidly into a branch w'ith a dozen craters, then, according to these

authors, it is one dozen small ' jjersons,' or as it grows out, the dozen small canals may
unite and form one canal and one crater, then it is one ' person.' There are plentj- of

ixamjiles in which such variations occur on the same stock, and we think they prove

that the accejjted ideas of what constitutes an individual or person among the sponges

with a thick mesoderm and branching gastrovascular canals are entirely erroneous and

founded on the deceptive resemblances of the branches of a sponge to those of other

compound forms, which really arise from true buds and are true zoons.

Haeckel and others have regarded all the vase-shaped sponges as single individuals

or zoons, but this seems untenable, except in the group of Ascones. It is not uncom-

mon to trace the form of the same species among living sponges from a flattened disc

with several craters to a vase shape, the vase being built up by the more rapid growth

of the peri])hery. The inner portion of the ectoderm on top of the animal thus be-

comes internal, and the opening above, the crater of one large ' person.' Here the

so-called zoon is formed by a transformation whicli can be clearly proved to be the

result of the gi-ov^rth of the external parts. It is evident that the mere fact of the
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existence of a oloat-al outk't does not nccL'ssarily imlicate the presence of an indhidual.

We must regard the whole mass which sjirings from one base as Ijeiug an iudividiiai,

while tlie buds or branches wliich may arise from it are not brandies, but may be

regarded as the prototyjses of true buds and brandies of colonial animals in other

divisions of the animal kingdom. They resemble the branches of other colonies in

asjiect, and arise from unequal growth of jjarts in a more or less symmetrical way, and

may have any outline essential to the equilibrium of the form, but are no more imli-

viiluals than are the arms and legs of a human being.

Tlie whole mass is the individual, and the fact that it has a branching gastrovas-

cular system is accounted for by the budding of the coelomatic cavity just as the gas-

trovascular system of the Hydrozoa and the water system in echinoderms is formed by

the jirolongation or budding of the walls of the gastric cavity of the larval forms. In

fact the similarity of these parts in the Coelenterata and Echinodermata indicate to us

that the sponges present a much more ])rimitive condition of the gastrovascular sys-

tem than do any of the higher types. In the echinoderms, the system becomes sejia-

rated into the gastric cavity and the system of water tubes in the early stages ; in the

Hydrozoa and Ctenophora, the two remain in connection and a true water system is

not developed. In the s])onges there are two systems, the sujjply or water system and

the cloacal or gastric system, and these two together make a complete gastrovascular sys-

tem which, however, is more primitive than either of the other types, combining both

the gastric and the water systems in a double set of inter-communicating canals. It is

difficult to explain the similarities of the water systems among these animals on any

other grounds, and this vieAV enables us to throw some light upon the similarities of the

coelomatic cavity. This cavity is merely the primitive hollow of the body of the

embryo, and in many of the lower forms, as the Hydrozoa, it is the digestive cavity,

the cells being modified for assimilative ])ur]»ses. This is only the next stage above the

cellular mode of digestion in which each cell performs this function as in the am]>ulla!

of the sponge, and it is an adaptive change both in the structure of the cells and their

function.

If our view of the affinities of the sponges is correct, this cavity in the Ascones is

directly derived from the communal inlet and outlet of some colonial form of Protozoa,

and the water system must have arisen subsequently in response to the budding of the

ccelomatic cavity, and the need of special sources of sujjply for each bud with its

am])idlaB. The correlations in the structure of the feeding cells of sponges and the

as])ect and similar functions of the cells which form the tissues of higher animals show
that not only the sponges, but all the Metazoa, however highly individimlized, must be

regarded as aggregates or colonies in which each cell represents a zoon of tlie Protozoa,

and which has derived its structure by inheritance from an ancestral protozoon. That
is to say, there is such a phenomenon as the inheritance by the single cells of a meta-

zoon of the peculiarities and even the tendencies of the independent individualized

lirotozoon, and from this results the communal characteristics of the metazoon which

ap],ears to lie, but in reality is not, a simjile individual. The only simple individual in

the animal kingdom is the single unicellular protozoon, or a single cell from the tissues

of the Metazoa.

This view, though for a time overxvheliued with ridicule, has of late years obtained

a quite general acceptance. It dates back to an inspiration of Oken in 180.5. The
transitions by which it could have taken place have never been satisfactorily stated nor

can we here ilo anything more than add another step towards a final solution. It is now
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well known that there is no ascertained limit to the action of heredity, and that not

only observable characteristics, but even habits and tendencies may be directly trans-

mitted from one generation to another. There is a universal and necessary law of

heredity which can be used in bridging the gap between the Protozoa and the Metazoa

which may be briefly formulated as follows : All animals exhibit a tendency to inherit

the characteristics of their ancestors at earlier stages than those in which these charac-

teristics first apj)eared. Thus, if an ancestor or radical form acquired a new character

or took on a new habit when adult, this would tend to reappear in the descendants at

earlier and earlier stages, and in course of time would become carried back to the

adolescent, then to the larval stages, and finally either become useless and disappear

altogether, or if useful, and therefore retained, become restricted to embryonic stages.

This law was first advanced in 1866, by three jiersons, Haeckel, €<)))(, and the writer,

almost simultaneously.

The Ascones are certainly, so far as known, the simplest or most generalized of the

Metazoa, and approximate to the Protozoa in such a way that it is possible with the

aid of the law of concentration of development to explain the transformations by which

such an organism could have risen from the Protozoa. The egg of all Metazoa is in its

first stages a simple cell, and like all other cells is a homologue of an individual or

zoon among the Protozoa. This primitive egg cell has but one mode of growth by

which it forms tissues. It divides or segments and builds up the i^riraitive tissues of

the embryo by a similar process to that by which colonies are formed among the Pro-

tozoa. Tlierefore the egg after segmentation is no longer a single zoon, equivalent to

a single zoon among the Protozoa, but a mass of such zoons, differing from the mass

of a free colony of amoeboid Protozoa in about the same way that the included cells of

an ampulla differ from a colony of Flagellata.

Among colonial Metazoa we frequently find on the same adult stock, individuals

<levoted to the performance of distinct functions, and having their shape and structure

so modified thereby as to differ wi<lely from each other, though in their younger stages

they were more nearly alike.

Thus, on the same hydrozoan stock we may find females loaded with eggs, males

carrying only sperm cells, sexless polyps devoted wholly to alimentary purposes, others

with only defensive functions. "We have therefore excellent reasons for assuming that

similar transformations took place in the transition from the simple colonies of the

Flagellata to the more complex condition of the sponges, and we can make a jiicture

of these changes in strict accord with the laws of morphology.

Throughout tlie Metazoa as well as in sponges, the external layer or ectoderm is

protective and builds the protective armor, scales, etc. ; the mesoderm is essentially

devoted to the formation of flesh and organs of su]iport, while the endodei-m is devoted

to the function of digestion, and the elaboration of all the parts concerned in this pro-

cess; but everywhere these three layers are derived from one cell (the egg). If now

we imagine a series of changes, beginning with any flagellate protozoon, and follow-

ing out the indications of embryology, we should first have a sheet of attached flag-

ellate feeding forms ; secondly, these surmounting or arched above a base composed

.solely of supporting indivi<luals without collars or flagella ; thirdly, the outermost

losing their flagella and collars, would become simply protective pavement cells,

while the central ones retain their digestive functions; the change slowly becoming

more complete, and the central ones acquiring a capability of being withdrawn into

the interior when alarmed. The last step would be the inheritance of the invaginated
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condition, and this would give the vase-shaped Ascones. Tlie inheritance of the in-

vaginated stage or of the primitive differentiation of the colony into protective and

feeding zoons in any encysted egg form woidd be necessarily attended by the forma-

tion of a globular shape in which one end would have cells of a different kind from the

other, one being composed of endodennal cells inheriting tlie digestive functions of the

original colony, while the other would be formed of ectodermal cells arising from the

jirotective zoons. This encysted form would be composed of but one layer of cells, and

therefoi-e have a hollow interior, and the supporting zoons or meso-

derm would be formed between the other two membranes when it

became necessary by the protozoon method of reproduction l)y

fission.

We can also reverse this explanation and imagine a sponge,

one of the Ascones, being reduced to a protozoon ; losing first the

form, then the sui)porting layer, then the protective cells, and finally

becoming converted into a layer of zoons, each of which would

closely resemble those to be seen in Fig. 29. The validity of this

comparison may be seen by comparing this figure of Codosiga with

Fig. 53.— FiageUated the flagellated ampullaceous cells of a true sponge shown in Fig.

of .syc'"™™"'^"
* ^-^ ' """^ the comparison will also gain when we recollect that in

the young of the flagellated protozoon the stalk is absent.

The normal action of the law of concenti'ation and acceleration of develojiment

would alone have caused such changes in the modes of growth of the Metazoa if the

latter were really the descendants of the Protozoa, and this series of transformations

is included when we say that the Metazoa, in accordance with this law, have inherited

the tendency to form colonies or tissues by fissiparity, at an early stage in the exis-

tence of the cell or zoon. Thus, the individualized jsrotozoanal stage has become con-

fined to the earliest periods of existence instead of being more or less permanent and

characteristic of the later stages of growth as in the Protozoa. "When the colony be-

comes embryonic tlie process of multiplying by division is, as a necessary consequence,

also accelerated and concentrated, and tissues are rapidly formed for different pur-

poses. We can therefore, without calling to our aid any but the well-known effects of

habit and the law of concentration of develoijment, account for the segtaentation of

the egg, and the subsequent tendency of the primitive tissue to give rise to the three

layers of the Metazoa. The fact that certain cells become differentiated into eggs, and

others from the same or other layers, into spermatozoa, is not more remarkable than

that certain zoons of many colonial Metazoa, like the hydroids, are exclusively egg-

bearers, while others are solely sperm-bearers. The fact that the male element seeks

out the egg and becomes merged in it, is paralleled by the process of conjugation among
the Protozoa. The sperm cells of the Metazoa, like the germs of the Protozoa, arise by
division of a single cell, and, although frequently of similar shape to and swimming
freely like 7iiany protozoon germs, they do not wait until matui'ity before conjugating

with the females. This is plainly only the inheritance of the tendency to conjugate
at an earlier stage, and is a natural result of the law already laid down.

It is well known that there is a tendency to reproduce after conjugation, and that

conjugation is performed by Protozoa of different sexes, and also that there are

sexual colonies among the higlier Protozoa. The result of differentiation or progress
is evidently towards the formation of sexual differences in the Protozoa as in other

branches of the animal kingdom, and if our view is correct, we ought to expect that
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the Metazoa, springing from the Protozoa, would sliow similar tendencies toward dif-

ferentiation of the colonies. If, as in the sponges, the lower forms had male and

female cells in the same body, then the progress of differentiation should lead to a

more decided separation of these functions so that some would produce only female

and others orjy male cells. In other words, tlie complete sej)aratiou of the sexes would

take place by a perfectly natural transition, and we should have male metazouns and

female metazoons.

The sponges are frequently regarded as degraded Metozoa, but to the author this

view seems highly improbable. Huxley first recognized the systematic importance of

the sponges, but contrasted them as a division with the rest of the Metazoa, while

JMacAIlister, and subsequently the author, gave them their true taxonomic rank as an

indej)endent branch of the animal kingdom.

Class I.— CALCISPONGI^E.
Q'his division is somewhat inappropriately named for the reason that some of the

genera have no skeletons, but this objection might, with equal justice, be made with

regard to the names applied to the other groups. The animals of this class have fusi-

form or cylindrical bodies which may be single with one cloacal aperture, or branching

with an aperture at the end of each branch, or more or less solid as in the otlier

sponges. When a skeleton is present, the spicules which compose it consist of carbo-

nate of lime, and their longer axes are arranged in lines parallel with the canals, that

is at right angles to the inner and outer walls of the sponge.

OuDER I. — PHYSEMARIA.

This order contains tlie remarkable genera, Jlaliphysema and Gustrojyhi/sema,

wiiich, according to Haeekel, are nearer in form and structure to his archetypal animal

form, the gastrula, than are any other adult animals. They are small and vase-shaped

in Ilaliphi/sema, while Gastrojyhyserna may have from two to five chambers. There is

but one aperture above, and the water is drawn into this by ciliary action. According

to Haeekel, the body wall consists of but two layers, the ectoderm and the endoderm,

but it is evident that the ectoderm of the German savant can be nothing else than

mesoderm, for it is composed of loose cells and intercellular protoplasm, while the true

ectoderm of all sponges is a simple pavement epithelium and never a comijound tissue.

In Haeckel's figure, the whole interior of HaUsphysema is paved with ciliated cells,

among which are interspersed amoeboid cells. Both Haeekel and Bowerbank deny the

existence of pores, and it is not likely that even transitory openings would have

escai)ed their observation.

The sti'angest part of the history of the Physemaria is that both Carter and Saville-

Kent claim that Hallpliysema is a true jirotozoon, and Kent's figure, which is as

sjiecific as Haeckel's, depicts a true foraminifer. These observations render it very nn-

I'crtain whether the group should be referred to the sponges or to the Protozoa.

Gastrophysema may be a true sponge, and we therefore describe the order in this

connection. Mr. J. A. Ryder describes as an American representative of the grou]), a

curious club-shaped animal with a tough cortex and a <'elhdar interior, under tlie name

(kwiuruphysema.
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Order II. — OLYNTHOIDEA.
These forms differ from those of the last order, hi having a slieleton of calcareous

spicules. These may be either straight and needle-like, or one end may bear three or

four rays. The spicules, which are of mesodermal origin, are arranged at right angles

to the inner and outer walls of the body in the tube or vase-shaped forms, and the

rays being interlaced, afford a firm scaffolding for the suij})ort of

the walls. Here, as among the Physemaria, Haeekel claims that an

outer epithelial membrane is absent, but Grane, Schultze, Metschni-

koff, and others have repeatedly demonstrated the existence of a

true ectoderm, and the writer has seen this membrane several times

in the living sponges. The species are usually colorless, generally

of small size, and although abundant along our coasts must be

looked for carefully under stones and upon sea-weeds. They are

found exclusively in shallow water, and, with few excefitions, do
•"IG. 34. — -IsmWis, one

, i i i i,-
of the Ascones group, not occur OH muddy bottoms.

Sub-Ordek I. — Ascones.

These forms have a vase-like shape, are thin-walled, and have a distinct skeleton

formed of a single layer of triradiate spicules, their bases outward, while the pores of

the supply system are formed as they are needed, through

the sides. The inner or coelomatic cavity is lined with

riagellated and collared cells, while these, of course,

are not found in the transient supply-canals, which,

according to Haeekel, are but temporary openings in

the sides of the sponge.

Str-Order II. — Sygones.

The tyjiieal form for the members of this groujj is

that shown in the figure of Scijcandra ciliata. The in-

dividuals are attached by the base or

small end, and are very like those of the

Ascones, but are stouter and more frequently spindle-shaped, while the

walls are thicker and more opaque. They are, however, quite dis-

tinct in their structure. The flagellated and collared cells are con-

fined to the cavities of the permanent supply canals, where they occupy

special cavities, the ampullaceous sacs. The cells of the coelomatic

cavity are flattened and similar to those of the ectoderm. The meso-

derm is very thick, and the canals radiate with gi-eat regularity from

the cavity of the sponge to the exterior. The outer part of each canal

represents the supply, and the inner, the drainage system. The spic-

ules are usually in two rows, their radiated bases being turned, respec-

tively, inwards and outwards. "While the living species are some-

what numerous, but one fossil genus is known, and this is of Jurassic age.
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Sub-Okdeu III. — LEUco>rE.s.

The Iiigher ])osition of this grouj) is shown by its gruater complexity. The uieso-
derm is tliicker than in the last sub-order. The canals of the supply system are iiTeo:u-

laily branched and frequently anastomose with each other, formino- cavities near the
outer surface. The collared cells are distributed along the smaller canals in the lower
forms, while in the higher they are confined to the ampullaceous sacs. The Leucones
rei)resent the massive growths of the Keratosa and Silicea, but usually have a common
or united cloacal aperture and are composed of consolidated tubes. Zittel considers this
group a lineal descendant of the next, a view which does not seem to Ix' justified by the
morphology or the mode of development of the indi\-iduals of the group. No fossil forms
are known.

SUB-OUDER IV. — PhAKETKONES.
This division was established to contain a number of forms which occur as fossils

in the rocks between the Devonian and the end of the cretaceous period. The author
is inclined to consider the genus, Trichoiufhi, Mhi.h is represented by a species in
Australia, as a living member of this grouji. The s]iieules are so united as to form
irregular threads, and sometimes a very intricate network. The canal system was
branching and irregular, while the mesoderm must h.ave been vcrv thick.

Class II. — CAEXEOSPOXCiI.E.
With increasing knowledge the multitude of forms com])rised in this class will

doubtless be separated. The common characters are a very thick mesoderm, the ecto-
derm and endoderm similar to that of the Leucones, and the sujjjjly and drainage
system as desci-ibed above in the commercial sponge. The skeleton may be either com-
posed of horny material (keratode) or partly or entirely of silicious spicules. The
skeletal elements are radiately or irregularly arranged according to the plan of canal
system which it supports. One urder lias ik. skeleton, but the form and structure
show it to belong to this class.

()itnEi; I. — HALISARCOIDEA.
This order, wliieh Ilaeckel calls Myxospongia?, embraces but a single genus of

fleshy sponge, known as Ilalisarca. One species is common on our shores, and also on
those of northern Europe. The animals grow usually in flat masses or little bunches
of a dull color, coating rocks or surrounding the stems of marine plants. The general
structure can be seen in Fig. 49. With a fleshy nature, of course no fossils of this

order can occur.

Order II. — GUMMININiE.
These are tough and leathery sponges, the external layer forming a cortex which is

}«rtly composed of fibres, which also permeate the central mass surrounding the canals,

and also penetrate the mesoderm. Their composition is still unknown. The genus
Chondrilla has star-shaped silicious bodies in the cortex which are not found in Gum-
minia and in the other genera. No fossils are known.
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Order III. — KERATOIDEA.
Tliese are the true homy sponges, and from an economic point of view, are the

only ones which have any practical value. The skeleton consists of fibres of sponge-

horn or keratode, forming a network in the mesoderm. They are littoral forms not

usually found in water more than seventy-five fathoms in depth. They generally avoid

.sandy or muddy localities, preferring rocky ground or coral reefs. Passing by the

genus Darwiiu'lh/, for which a sub-order has been formed, we come to the sponges of

commerce.

Sub-Order I. — Spongin.i;.

The Sponging are characterized by having the fibres of the skeleton solid, but in

places where the water is filled with fioating matter, they usually have a core of

foreign material, a fact which we have previously mentioned.

The marketable kinds are all of one genus, Sponffia, that from which all the

sponges derive their common name. There are only six species with, liowever,

numerous varieties, which are offered for sale, and in fact these may be reduced to

three species, if one so chooses. Three of the species are from the Mediterranean

and the Red Sea, and three from the Bahamas and Florida. Other species of this

genus have a very general distribution, but they are all confined to the equatorial

and temperate zones within an area on either side of the equator which is limited

by the isotherm or aver.age temperature for January of 50° F. The Spongia grrmi-

inea and Spongia cerrebriformis .are occasionally used in Florida and Bermuda, but

are not exported.

The marketable sponges owe their excellence to the closeness, fineness, and resili-

ency of the interwoven fibres of the skeleton. The Mediterranean appears to be

particuhxrly favorable to the production of specimens with skeletons possessing these

desirable qualities in the greatest perfection. Those from the Red Sea are next in

rank, wliile those of our own shores, though corresponding species to species with these

and the Mediterranean forms, are coarser and less durable. Thus Spongia equina,

the Horse or Bath Sponge of the Mediterranean, is finer than the Spongia gossypina,

the Wool Sponge of Florida and Nassau, though it otherwise resembles it closely.

Spongia zitnocca, the Zimocca Sponge, represents in tlie Mediterranean waters the

much coarser iSpoiigia corlosia and Sp>ongia dura, the Yellow Sponge and Hard-head,

on the American side. Spongia adriatica, the Turkey Cuji-Sponge and Levant

Toilette-Sponge of the Mediterranean, answers to the finest though not the best of our

sponges, Spongia tubidifera.

It is probal)le that the Red Sea and the Mediterranean were both colonized by

sponges from the Caribbean Sea, and, strictly speaking, the six marketable species

ought to be classed as three s]iecies with six principal varieties, differing from each

otlier according to their habitat. This conclusion is borne out by the facts that tlie

Caribbean Sea contains more species of this genus than any other locality, that no

marketable sjionges are found in the Indian or Pacific oceans, and that the differences

in quality cited above are occasioned in these and other sponges with fibrous skeletons

by any change from shallower to deeper water, or from water loaded with sediment to

clearer waters. In each of these cases a finer sponge is the result, and this correlates

directly with the fact that even in the Mediterranean the marketable kinds are found



SPONGES. g5

in waters which are probably very rarely reduced, even during the month of January,

to 55°, and perhaps for the best qualities not below 00° F.

Marketable sponges are found in the Mediterranean on the coast between Ceuta on
the African side, and Trieste on the Adriatic. None are found in the Black Sea,

on the coasts of Italy, France, or Spain, or the Islands of Corsica, Sardinia, the

Balearic Islands, or even Sicily. The species do not usually appear in water deeper
than thirty fathoms. They are gathered by means of hooks on long poles, or directly

by the hands of divei's, or, as in the case of some of the coarser kinds, dra^o-ed up
roughly by dredges. When secured they are exposed to the air for a limited time,

either in the boats or on shore, and then thrown in heaps into the water again in peTis

or tanks built for the purpose. Decay takes place with great rapidity, and when fully

decayed they are fished up again, and the animal matter beaten, squeezed, or washed
out, leaving the cleaned skeleton ready for the market. In this condition, after being

<lried and sorted, they are sold to the dealers who have them trimmed, re-sorted, and
]iut up in bales or on strings ready for exportation. There are many modifications of

these processes in different places, but in a general way these are the essential steps

through which the sponge passes before it is considered suitable for domestic purposes.

Bleaching-powders or acids are sometimes used to lighten the color, but these, unless

very delicately handled, injure the durability of the filjres.

The first fossils which undoubtedly belong to this group occur in the carboniferous

rocks. Carter having described a Di/sidea from this period, but masses supposed to

belong to the Sponginaj have been found in much older rocks.

SUB-OllDER II. — Al'LYSIN^E.

These sponges have a skeleton composed of fibres which are hollow or filled with a

soft, friable core, and there are no foreign materials introduced from the exterior.

The fibres are not as elastic as those of the Sponginre and generally are much larger

and coarser. The sponges are dendritic or grow in sheets, often of considerable size.

Tlie skeletons are more open in structure than in the last sub-order, and frequently the

fibres have a fan-like arfansrement. No fossils arc known.

Order IV. — KERATO-SILICOIDEA.

As the name implies, this division forms a transition between the horny and the

silicious sponges. The skeletons are formed of solid keratose fibres and silicious

s])icules.

Sub-Order I.— Rhaphidonemata.

In this group the spicules are of one kind only, usually with ])ointed ends, and are

loosely arranged in the vertical and horizontal fibres of the skeleton, and covered by

the keratode, though often but slightly bound together. The keratode is light-colored

or transparent. This division is represented on our eastern coast by the well-known

Dead-man's-finger Sponge, Chalinula ondata. This is a bushy form, common on piles

or rocks, especially in tide-ways where there is a considerable current of clear water.

It sometimes grows to a height of two feet. The cloacal openings are small and

irregularly scattered over the surface of the branches, while the pores are inijicrceptiblc

to the naked eye. The color is brown, sometimes softened by a warm undertone of

VOL. 1. —

5
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pink. The fibres of the skeleton are light brown, and friable when dry. The fleshy

parts disintegrate so readily after death that these sponges cannot be kept for any
length of time even in the strongest alcohol. Tuba is

another genus of this group. No fossils are known.

SUB-OHDER II.— ECHIXOXEMATA.

The spicules of the Echinonemata are of two or

more kinds. The simjjle smooth or double-pointed

ones usually lie in the fibre, the rough single-pointed

ones, with a more or less expanded base, stand out

from the keratode, leaving the point bare. Defen-

sive surface spicules are often present.

This sub-order is represented on our coasts by
3fkrociona prollfera, which grows abundantly in the

jiools and tideways south of Cape Cod. Wlien in still

water and on a smooth surface it forms a thin, smooth

sheet, but under other conditions it tends to grow up-

right, and form branching masses a few inches in

height. The color is a bright orange red, j)roducing

rich effects in pools where much of it is present.

No fossil Echinonemata are known.

Sub-Order III. — JNIoxactinellix.e.

In this grouji the fibres are composed of straight

silicious spicules, while the amount of keratode is very

slight. The most common form is the Crumb-of-

bread Sponge, Jlalichondria jpanicea, which has a

world-wide distribution, and occurs plentifully in a dried state upon our beaches. It is

almost as light as dl-ied bread, and when well bleached is very white.

Another form, Subcrites comjxicta, occurs on the coast south of Cape Cod, and is

the only form in that region which is able to live upon the shifting sands. The pores

are so small, and the structure so dense, that the sand cannot obtain an entrance, while

its lightness keeps it from being buried. Specimens securely anchored have been

found, and evidently tlie usual free condition is an acquired ad.aptation to a habitat on

a sandy bottom. They are washed ashore in considerable numbers, and so fine and

homogeneous .are their spicules that the skeletons are said to have been formerly used

for polisliing silver. It gi-ows in flattened masses of a yellow color, but the skeleton

when bleached is white. Another species of this genus also frequents the sands north

of Cape Cod, but finds more congenial accommodation on the shell of a species of

gasteropod, nearly all of which, in certain localities, bear a sponge.

Some of this grouji have accustomed themselves to lead a life of borers, and though

not successful with hard rocks they are very destructive to the shells of various

molluscs, .and even to limestone and marble. Cliona sulphured, a very common form,

is the most remai-kable of these borers. It penetrates and excavates chambers in the

shell of a mussel for example, and then, after causing the de.ath of the animal, it will

entirely enclose and resorb what is left of the shell. Not content with this conquest it

• Tuba liihyrinUuformis,
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often procee(ls to grow around stones, or to take in sand until its flesh is full of such

indigestible ballast. Such specimens will sometimes be a foot long, and weigh several

pounds. Occasionally this form is found attached in the usual maimer, and when the

locality is free from stones or sand the specimen is clean and free from such encum-
brances. In the Mediterranean this genus pl.ays no small part in the disinteo-ratiou of

the limestone rocks of the shores. It is evident that this sponge is a borer from inclina-

tion and not from necessity, and also that the inclusion of sand and stones is not needed
but is probably due to the eft'ort to become attached to any object within reach. It is

difficult to explain the boring except as a chemical process, but no one as vet lias been
able to detect any acidity in the secretions. It may be, however, that it is accora-

jilished by the silicious spicules on the surface. That they are not the sole means of

boring is shown by the recent observations of Nassonow, who ascertained that the

young began to bore before the formation of any skeletal structures.

The Monactinellidan foi-ms in the palasozoic rocks are uncertain, though Zittel

records Cliona from the Silurian, and two genera in the Carboniferous. The first

undoubted forms occur in the Jurassic.

SuB-OuDEU IV. — Pota:\io.spongi^.

The Fresh-water Sponges, in our opinion, form a group of sub-ordinal rank. The
skeleton is similar to that found in the last group, but a very im])ortaiit difference is

found in the reproduction. In these fresh-water forms there are found what are known
as winter Inids or statoblasts. These are protected by an outer coat of s2)icules of a

peculiar form, wholly unlike anything else found in the sponges. They may be as

simple as the spicules of the sponge skeleton, and arranged flatwise in the corneous

wall of the statoblast, or they may be shaped like a collar stud (birotulate), and
arranged vertically. There seems to be a definite line between these two types, and,

in fact the sul>order has been divided into two families upon these characters,

and named tlie Lacnstridas and the Fluviatilidfe respectively. About ten genera have
been described by authors from the fresh Avaters of all jiarts of the globe. They are

usually green in color when exposed to the light, but when found under stones or in

shaded localities are of a brownish hue.

They have a decided affection for clean water and hard liottoms, l>eiiig in large

part attached to stones, logs or plants, but will grow sometimes on niiuldv bottoms.

In such cases the young anchor themselves to small sticks or stones, and thus secure

themselves from being choked by the mud.

The sjionge dies during some cold spell in the autumn, and their cpiick decay

in large quantities is one of the principal causes by which the water supply of even

a large city may be vitiated. They seem to be the cause of the peculiar smell

known as the " cucumber odor," and render the water extremely disagreeable as a

beverage.

The preservation of the species is accomplished by the statoblasts which retain

their vitality through the winter, usually enclosed in the skeleton at the base of the

colony. They develop in the spring, producing new colonies. Mr. Potts, of

Philadelphia, accounts for the large size and rapid growth of the sponges in the

spring by the coalescence of numbers of the young which develop within the

meshes of the same old base. This author asserts that he has repeatedly observed

that the young sponges from the statoblasts build upon the undecayod remnants of
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the last year's skeleton as if it were a trellis, which, when once constructed, could be

used repeatedly.

ranches of the same sponge will unite if

brought in contact, and even two sponges

of the same species will not infrequently

combine to form a single s])ecimen. A
certain proportion of some of the fi-esh-

water sponges does outlast the wintei-,

and these old skeletal frames frequently

contain many statoblasts.

Certain of the fresh-water sponges in

tropical countries have to pass through

a dry season, and it is supposed, with a

considerable amount of probability, that

their statoblasts can undergo dessication

without loss of vitalit}', and even that

they may be carried bj- the winds, thus

affording the starting points for colonies

in new localities when the rainy season

sets in. Some forms are described as

liavina; no statoblasts.

Oeder II.— SILICOIDEA.

This, the highest order of the sponges,

is characterized by having the skeleton

almost entirely composed of silicious

spicules.

Sub-Order I.

—

Tetractinellin^e.

This grovip can be represented by

Tethya, in which the skeleton is radia-

tory. The typical spicules have a long,

straight axis and three curved arms,

reminding one of an anchor, or more

accurately, a grapnel. There are also

long, straight spicules with both ends

alike, and star-shaped silicious bodies.

By the latter these sponges are allied

to the Gummininffi. Geodia is another

remarkable type in this group, with ex-

tremely thick and unusually large in-

ternal spicules. When dried, these

sponges are as hard as if car>ed out of wood. According to Zittel, the greatest

authority on fossil sponges, this sub-order first appeared in the carboniferous, but

was represented only by isolated spicules until the genus Geodia. appeared in the

Jurassic.

. — Kuplertella asperr/iU flower-basket.
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Sub-Order II. — Lithistik^.

This group is composed of fossil forms in which the skeleton is made up of rnther

irregular star-shaped radiating bodies, firmly united. Thus, a very stronij lud s(jli<l

skeleton was constructed, which has consequently been

well preserved in the rocks. The normal form is a mass

with numerous cloacal apertures of average size on the

upper surface, but forms quite as often grow in vase-shapes,

with the cloacal apertures on the inside, or like a pear, with

the apertures on top. The large opening in the vase-shaped

forms is usually described as a cloaca, though, as we have

seen, it is not so in reality. The type appears in the genus

Aidacojnum of the Silurian, though Zittel thinks that some

of the Cambrian forms may belong here.

Sub-Order III.— Hexactinellin^e.

The glass sponges are remarkable for possessing six-

armed spicules. Two of the arms may be almost indefin-

itely lengthened and bound together with others in threads

closely resembling spun glass. In others they may be

shortened and split into the semblance of flowers witli

naiTow petals. The glass sponges remind the observer of

the calcareous sponges, but the resemblance is merely

superficial, and not so important as it at first appears.

Though the Euphctella is hollow and has ajiertures

through the wall as do the Calcispongi«, they do not

lead into radiating canals, but into areolar tissue and com-

municate with the ainpullie by means of numerous aper-

tures in the walls of the sacs. The outlets of the sacs are

large and open internally into the tube. The external and

internal walls are supported by the interlacing arms of the

crosses or hilts of the spicules, and as these are arranged

with great regularity, the surface of the skeleton is divided

into squares. The pores of the outer surface are usually

situated one in each of the quadrangular intervals, and the

cloaca occupy a similar position on the inner wall. The
top of the sponge is closed with a network of thi'eads,

between which occur, as in Hyalonema^ the true cloacal

outlets. In fact Etiplectella may be regarded as a hollow

Syalonetna.

Uyalonema was at first known only by the stem which

was highly prized as an ornament. The natives wei'e in the habit of cleaning off the

sponge body from the ui)per jiart of the stem, and then reversing it in a suitable

standard. It was sold to strangers as the skeleton of the parasitic jwIvjjs {Pulyihoa)

which live habitually on the stem. Scientific men were at first deceived, and the true

character was not discovered until 1860, when Max Schultze found the sponge tissues.

Fio. 59. — Iljinlonevia, glass-rope
sponge. Tlie stems are covered
with parasitic polyps. a,polyps
enlarged; b, perfect sponge.
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and showed that the polyps were but commensal parasites, having nothing to do

with the formation of the long stem of silicious threads wliich resembles a plume

of spun glass.

Fiti. GO.— UoUenia carptuteria.

This genus may be expected in depths varying from forty to one hundred fathoms

in northern seas, and in deeper water as we go towards the tropics, apparently requir-

ing an average temperature below 40° F. The sponge itself in the natural state, is

not as attractive as EiqylecieUa, being of a light-brown color, and friable when dry.

The top is usually occupied with a number of cloacal apertures surrounding a central

])rominence which is in reality the end of the stem. The stem is spun by the tissues
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in a sjilralas a supporting column of elongated spicules bound together and growin

as the animal progresses upwards.

The lower end of the stem becomes frayed out, and sinks into the mud as the ani-

mal grows, but constant additions to the ujiper end compensate for this and form a

column which sometimes reaches a foot in length. In Fig. 59 we see on the ri"ht

a jierfect specimen. The stem in the living

sjioiige is always enveloped in the fleshy tissues.

In llohenia we have a different type of

sponge, similar in shape to the members of the

Calcarcn, but the resemblance goes no further.

The star-like beauty of the external covering of

sjiicules, and the singular i^rofusion of anchor-

ing threads which are formed below, are shown

in the adjacent figure. Dactylocuhjx is another

of the ojjen vase forms which occur in this sub-

order.

The fossils are \-ery numerous, and it is

supposed that several of the Cambrian sponges

may belong here, though Zittel cites only cer-

tain Silurian genera like Astijlospongia and

ProtosiyoiKjia as undoubted Hexactinellids.

One of the best known of the fossil types is Ventriculites, our figures of which show,

not only the general shape, but the structure of the skeleton as well.

'hnMriMi
Fig. Cl.— Section of the outer waU of ]-entrieu1ltes

simpfex, sliowiug the structure of the silicious

Alpheu.s Hyatt.

Fig. 62. — Spicule of Plier
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Branch III.— CCELENTERATA.

The Coelenterata embrace the jelly-fishes ami corals, or more accurately speaking,

the Hydrozoa, Actinozoa, and Ctenophora. In the first and last of these divisions

fall most of those animals which are commonly known as the Medus£e, while the

Actinozoa include the true corals and their relatives. The endless variety of names

wliich one encounters in this group need not lead to confusion, and if considered in the

light of the historical development of the study, indicates those various characteristics

which have from time to time attracted the attention of students of these animals.

Of general terms used to designate the group, that of Zoophytes is one of the

oldest. In the infancy of natural science, when superficial observations took the place

of more accurate anatomical studies, it is not to be wondered at that the likeness of

these animals to plants led to the present name. One of the first comparisons which

the novice makes, on seeing these animals for the first time, is that they resemble

closely members of the plant world, and in maturer studies we are continually meeting

similar resemblances of a deeper-seated nature

The Ctelenterata include two of the large divisions of the Radiata of Cuvier, who
first outlined their characteristics in the masterly manner which marks all his works as

models of zoological research. The name Ca'lenterata dates back over a quarter of a

century (1847), to the profound investigations of these animals by Frey and

Leuekart, by whom it was first used.

The limits of the subordinate group of Hydrozoa are in many particulars obscure,

and while many naturalists prefer to include in it a large group of gelatinous animals

called tlie " sea-lungs," comb-bearing medusfe known as Ctenopliora, others, from the

close likeness of their young to the larvse of the star-fishes, set these ajiart as a separate

group. The Hydrozoa as here considered include the Hydroidea, the Discophora, and

the Siphonophora, and contain by far the larger part of the true Meduste.

The term Acalephje, common in many writings on these animals, is almost synony-

mous with that of Hydrozoa as here used. By many it is also made to embrace the

Ctenophora. The term was long ago used by Aristotle, and refers to the stinging

powers which many of the Medus£e have. Given by many authors a greater or by

others a less extension, it has been wholly abandoned by most of the leading students

of these animals.

The Actinozoa or corals are marshalled under two divisions, the Actinoid, or true

reef builders and their allies, and the " sea-fans " and " sea-whips," which are called,

from more or less fanciful reasons, the Halcyonoids.

The single anatomical feature which is common to the groups mentioned above, to

which, in jjoint of fact, they owe the name of Ca'lenterata, is the identity of a stomach

and the body cavity. In the simplest forms these cannot be distinguished from each

other, and in the higher genera there is but a slight differentiation of one from the

other.

J. Walter Fewkes.
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Class L— HYDROZOA.

Okdek I.— HYDROIDEA.

In the year 1703, that charming old scientific gentleman, Anthony Van Leeuw-
hoek, of Delft, sent a very interesting paper to the Royal Society of London. In this

article he tells us that " the water of the river Maes is brought by means of a sluice dur-

ing the Summer flood, directly into our town, and it is as clear as if the river itself ran
through the town. With this water comes in also a green stuff of a vegetable nature,

of which, in a half hour's fishing, I got thirty pieces, and put them into an earthen pot
together with a large quantity of their own water. I took out several of these weeds
from the pot, one by one, with a needle very nicely, and put them into a glass tube of

a finger's breadth, filled with water, and also into a lesser tube, and caused the roots of

the weeds to subside leisurely ; then viewing them with my microscope, I observed a

great many and different kinds of animalcula. About the middle of the body of one of

these animalcula, which I conceived to be the lower part of its belly, there was another

of the same kind, but smaller, tlie tail of which seemed to be fastened to the other."

Our author, in the latter part of his article, assures us that he saw the smaller ani-

raalculum separate itself from the larger, and enter upon an independent existence

;

moreover, that he also determined by his microscope, the formation of a minute bud
upon one side of the animalculum, which grew into an animal, perfect in sha])e, size, and
all particulars, and then detaching itself from its parents, floated free in the water.

That was the first discovery, so far as all the records give evidence, of the very wonder-
ful animal, which is now called Hydra, and which in many respects, both

in structure and in mode of life, is a ^•ery good type of its order, the

Hydroidea, and at the same time of the class of Ilydrozoa. The body
of Hydra, which is entirely soft, having no skeleton without or within,

easily changes shape, and when entirely contracted, has the appearance

of a small dot or particle of gelatinous matter resting on the surface of

the aquatic plant, chip, stone, or whatever may be the object in the water

to which this small creature has attached itself. Watching it slowly

expand in a dish of fresh water, it is seen to display a long, slender

cylindrical body, which, in Hydra viridis, is bright green, while in H.
fasca the color is light-brown. The base, or that end by which Hydra
fastens itself, is termed the disk or foot, and the external cells of this

jiart of the body secrete a gelatinous substance, which, hardening some-

what in the water, enables it to attach itself at will. Toward the

anterior or free end of the body, are a variable number of long, slender

processes, the tentacles, which are arranged in a single circle or wreath.

Within the ring formed by the bases of the tentacles, the body tapers ^
to a rounded elevation, where the mouth is found, and this taperina; Tig.63.— Hydro

. , . fu3ca with
portion of the body which extends bej'ond the retracted tentacles, is young bud-
1 , , . uing from it.

known as the proboscis or liypostome.

Within the body there is a cavity extending from one end to the other, from the

base to the mouth, and, as these processes are hollow in Hydra, to the tijis of the

tentacles. Not only the body, but also the tentacles are very expansive and con-

tractile, and seldom retain the same shape and position for more than a few minutes.
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When they are fully contracted they ajijiear as so many knobs or bosses on the distal

end of the body, and when fully cx]ianded, I have seen them three and even four

times the length of the fully elongated body. The tentacles are very sensitive, and if

touched by some foreign object in the water, they rapidly contract, and the body also

sharing in the contraction, the entire creature is withdrawn as much as possible from

the area of disturbance and danger. ILjdra has been observed in two or three rare

instances to move from place to place by standing on its head, so to speak, using its

tentacles as feet, by which it attaches itself, then it arches the body and attaches the

foot-disk, releases the tentacles, straightens the body to arch it again, and so hitches

along like a measuring-worm or geometrid larva. Another very peculiar form of loco-

motion is described by Marshall, of Leipzig, as seen by him in certain HydrcB found

in brackish water. In this case the Hydra lies upon one side, and uses two tubercles

as large, lobate, pseudopodial processes which give a creeping motion to the creature.

Every one who has watched ILjdra in aquaria has probably seen it creep or glide

slowly over the surface of a leaf or of the glass. It keeps its normal position, attached

by the foot-disk, but glides slowly, and with a very uniform motion, over the surface

to which it is attached ; much as a snail creeps, only with a much slower movement.

This power of changing place is due to the cells in the foot-disk. Watching under

a microscope, this part of Hydra, when it is in motion, it will be found that the

external cells throw out pseudopodial processes, which extend in the direction in which

the animal is travelling ; so that Hydra can move by pseudopodia as truly as Amceba

does. In the position which Hydra so often assumes, that of complete expansion

with the tentacles extended to their utmost, and forming a very large circle, its

chances for getting food in the well-populated, often semi-stagnant waters in which

it is so frequently found, are very great. Any luckless crustacean of small size, such

as Cypris or Dap/uiia, that hapjjens to strike against one of those delicate tentacles

is pretty sure to be used as food by the Hydra. The tentacle against which the crus-

tacean has touched, curls around him, and after a few struggles his limbs fall power-

less, and he acts as thougli it had been paralyzed.

This peculiar paralyzing or stupefjdng effect is caused by the action of certain sting-

ing or cnidocells (also called lasso-cells), which are most abundant in the tentacles,

but are also found in other parts of the body. Each one coflsists of a comparatively

large body-part, from which stretch away interiorly

one or more slender protoplasmic processes to con-

nect with a deeper laj'er of the body-wall ; on the

outer end of the cell is usually found a small proto-

plasmic process Avhich projects into the surrounding

water, but is too small to be seen with the unaided

eye ; this latter process is termed a cnidocil, and

probably receives and conveys stimuli from the ex-

ternal objects to the cnidocell ; within the body of

the cnidocell is the capsule, a more or less ovate

structure, consisting of an outer wall wliich is ]ier-

fect and complete, and an inner wall which is folded

in upon itself at one end to form a tube, which for a very short distance is of some

considerable diameter, and then decreases in size and forms a long, thread-like tube,

coiled up in the cavity of the capsule ; within the larger, shorter part of this tube,

attached to its wall, are a number of recurved hook-like processes which vary in

Fig, 64— .-/. cnidocells of Tubulana larynx;
Ji, cnidocells of Hydra viridls.
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number, shape, and position in different species ; the remainder of the cavity of the

capsule is filled with a liquid very similar to, if not identical with, formic acid. Now,
when any stimulus brings a cnidocell into

activity, it forcibly ejects the larger part

of the tube by a process of evagination or

a turning of this part of the tube inside

out, as one turns the finger of a glove

;

this movement is quickly followed by the

ejection of the smaller part of the tube in

the same manner, by evagination. If the

body of some animal has touched

the cnidocil, then that body is pene-

trated by the thread-like tube, and

also possibly by a portion of the

larger tube with its recurved

hooks, and then the formic

acid of the cajisule jjours

into the tissues of the prey

and produces the general

paralysis above mentioned.

This paralysis, of course, is

not the effect of the formic

acid from one capsule, but

from many. Once used, the

cajjsule is useless, as the tube

cannot be withdrawn into it

again.

Other tentacles also close

around the prey, and by

their combined action it is

conveyed through the mouth

into the general cavity; here it may be seen, with microscopic aid, to break down and

go to pieces, the products of the disintegration being a fluid, evidently a nutritive one,

which then flows to all parts of the body, and the remnants of the hard chitinous skele-

ton which are ejected l)y the mouth or through an opening M'hich may be extemporized

anywhere in the wall of the proboscis. This form of Hydra in which it is unconnected

with any other individual or zooid is termed the solitary condition.

"When the surroundings are favorable for its vegetative life, one usuall}^ may find

one or more J/i/dne attached to the body of what ajjpears to be a main stem or parent

form. These attached or appended zooids have been produced by a process of bud-

ding from the parent individual, and each one of them ultimately separates from its

parent by a constriction at its base and becomes a free and independent solitary

Jli/dra. A bud starts as a small, rounded swelling on the side of the body ; the swell-

ing being hollow, and its cavity being directly continuous with the general body-cavity

of the parent ; by ordinary growth it attains considerable size, and from its distal end

a number of small swellings or prominences apjiear, which elongating, develop into

tentacles ; the portion of the bud anterior or distal to the tentacles becomes the pro-

boscis or hypostome, and a mouth is formed in its distal end. Being structurally com-

FlG. 65. — Diagran
first stage of

s of cnidoceUs; A, previous to emission of contents ; B,
C, filament completely extended; «, wall of

capsule; b, barbed sac; c, filament.
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plete, it catches and digests food, and performs all its functions while still attached to

its parent. After a time a constriction separates it from its parent, but the opening at

its base never entirely closes (at least in some species), and is

known as the porus abdominalis. It does not function as an

anus, liowever, and cannot be so considered. Before the first

bud is set free, a second one may appear, and even a third and

fourth on the parent body. Moreover, a secondary bud may
appear on the body of the first bud, a tertiary on the body of

the second, and a fourth on the body of the third before the

first bud has become free. This is known as the compound or

colonial condition.

Another method of increase which rarely occurs in Hydra
is division or fission, in which the entire animal divides into

two parts, each developing all the parts necessary to make it a

complete Hydra. Trembley observed this method, Rosel also

witnessed it, and Marshall has seen three cases of it. In this

country the process has been seen by Mr. T. B. Jennings, of

Springfield, 111. The wonderful power which Hydra possesses

of reproducing lost parts was first discovered and made known
by Trembley, of Geneva, in the first half of the eigliteenth cen-

tury. He determined that even a small jjiece of Hydra vulgaris

jiossesses the power, under favorable conditions, of developing

into a perfect animal. His experiments were very varied, and

many of them have been often repeated with the same results,

since his day. Baker repeated nearly all

of them. The most remarkable of his

experiments in this line, was the turning

of the hollow, cylindrical body of a Hydra
inside out ; so that the inner layer which

before did the digesting, now pel-formed

the functions of the cuticle, and vice

versa. This experiment, which recpiires

very skilful manipulation, has been, I

believe, repeated but by one biologist.

Professor Mitsukuri, of the University

of Tokio, Japan.

In a limited region on the body of Hydra, just below the

tentacles, there appear under certain conditions, small out-

growths of the body-wall which prove to be the spermaries

;

in them being developed the spermatozoa. Lower down on the

*^'°tion l>f^™|,'/rn'?'°g*reatiy ^o^^J) i" another Imiitcd zone, larger, rounded swellings are

developed, which are the ovaries. Just how fertilization is

leUa""''
ficcomplished is unknown, but the egg having been fertilized

passes through a morula stage in which the outer cells become

prismatic, forming a definite membrane around the interior ; a chitinous coat is devel-

oped about it, and then there occurs a retrograde step, as the entire embryo fuses into

a simple, non-cellular mass; within this mass a small cavity appears, the first formation

of the body cavity. In this condition it remains quiescent for a time, and then the

Fig. 67— TrausvtTse section
of Hi/dra, greatly en-
larged; letters as in flg.

[ilarged: a, tentacles;
body cavity; e, ectoderm;
71, endoderm;
5, supporting lamella
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outer shell breaking away, the embryo, still witli a delicate shell around it, escapes into

the water ; a cleft ajipears in the body-wall, which becomes the mouth ; the tentacles

are developed, and the embryo bursting its thin sliell, ajipears as a young ITi/dra. The
development of Hjdra is thus seen to be simjile and continuous ; there are no oreat

or sudden changes such as occur in the life-histories of so many otlier animals.

There are a number of so-called species of Hydra found in the United States, the

most common of which are a green one known as Hydra viridis, and a light-brown one

called Hydra fusca. The latter often attains a much larger size than the former, and
on account of its being much more translucent, is a better kind for study. They are

fouiul in slow or stagnant water, and are sometimes so very abundant as to form a

delicate, fringe-like covering over every submerged object, in quite a large pool.

Hydra has also been found once in a brackish arm of the sea in Germany, by Marshall.

Having obtained a general idea of one hydroid, we may now take uj) the systematic

arrangement of the group, considering the various sub-orders and a few of the most

prominent families.

Sub-Order I. — Eleutheroblastea.

This, the lowest sub-order, lias for its tyjie the genus Hydra, wliicli has already been

described at length. No other genus belonging to tliis group is known. This sub-

order is destitute of a hardened body-envelope, and the zooids of the body, or troph-

osome, are never firmly attached. Even more simple than Hydra is the peculiar genus

Protohydra found by Greef in the ocean at Ostend, Belgium. It can be best described

by saying that it closely resembles Hydra, except that it entirely lacks the tentacles so

prominent in that form. It reproduces by transverse fission. So little is known of

the structure and growth of Protohydra that the position which it is m.ade to occupy

in our classification must be regarded as pi'ovisional.

Sub-Order II.— Gysinoblastea.

All the niembers of this division have a hardened body-envelope called the perisarc,

and live in colonies which are always attached to some foreign support. From the

next division of the same rank, they are separated by never having the reproductive

and nutritive portions enclosed in a chitinous capsule, and the generative zooids do not

usually become free, independently develojiing organisms. The generative zooid, escaped

from its parent, may have a medusa form, from which ultimately a large number of ova

are dropped, or it may assume the condition called the actinula, an oval body floating

])assively about or creeping on the bottom. In those hydroids which have an actinula

this body develops directly, without intermediate metamorphosis, into a hydroid of

the same form as that from which it sprung. In some of the gymnoblastic hydroids

there are no free medusaj and no actinulaj, properly so called, but a locomotive zooid,

called a sporosac, which performs the same function. The sporosac is a ciliated body,

capable of active locomotion, and possessed of two tentacles. It carries in its cavity

a single ovum. In many of the young gymnoblastic hydroids, the embryo leaves the

mother's care as a planula, which <lcvelo}>s directly into a hydroid simil.ar to that from

which it originated.

With this sub-order a new feature is introduced. In Hydra we found the nutritive

and reproductive systems united in the same individual, but here we find certain jjor-
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FiG.GS. — Development of JE'(«7eHr/ri«»i/ o, free-swimming plaiiula; li, about to be
attached; c, (/, attached; e, beginning of bydrorliiza and bydranth.

tions of tlie colony set apart for the eajjture and digestion of food, while other portions

have for their only function the perpetuation of the species. It must be remembered

that the following account is a general one, and that there are many exceptions to it,

some of which will be subsequently mentioned.

We can best understand the structure of a colony by following it bi-iefly in its

development. From the egg there hatches out an elongated young, known as a plan-

iila, which freely swims

by means of the cilia

with which the sur-

face is covered. This

finally attaches itself

to some submerged ob-

ject, loses its cilia and

begins to develop the

true hydroid condition.

A round the upper

(free) end appear the

rudiments of the ten-

tacles, while the base

begins to divide up and

send out processes.

These latter grow and ramify in a manner strikingly like that of the roots of a tree, and

produce what is technically known as the hydrorhiza. From this root-like portion other

individuals or zooids develop, some of which are like the first, and from their greater

or less resemblance to .flowers, are called hydranths. These hydranths form the nutri-

tive portions of the colony. They may be either stalked or sessile upon the hydrorhiza.

Other zooids are also developed from the hydrorhiza or from the hydranth itself,

but these never possess the tentacles and digestive organs of the hydranths, but

have only reproductive functions, and are called gonangia. In these latter are devel-

oped small zooids which in some cases become free, in others they never separate from

the parent. These meduste or medusa-buds develop the male and female elements

(eggs and spermatozoa) which in tuni ])roduce other colonies similar to that de-

scribed.

Here some very interesting questions arise, the most prominent of which is what

constitutes an individual ? From a single egg there is developed a number of zooids

from which there escape quantities of medusa^ which are frequently cajjable of feeding

and of reproduction. Are each of these jelly fishes, reproductive sacs, and feeding

portions to be regarded as separate individuals or as parts of one individual ? The
latter is the true course ; an individual embraces all the products of a single egg,

and the name zooid is applied to the various more or less independent portions,

which, whatever their form may be, arise by budding or fission, Ijut never by a new
ovarian reproduction. This distinction is somewhat different from that found in the

sponges.

In a number of places in Europe and America, there has l)een found, besides ITi/dm,

another hydroid, living in fresh or brackish w.aters, known as Cordylophora lacustris.

It is a compound form, attaining a length of two inches in good specimens, and is

usually attached to some water-weed or to the stones in the bottom of a stream. I

have seen it flourishing in a stream where the current is very swift. Again it has been



HYDROIDS. 79

Fig. 69. — CunhjhijiUom lacuslrls.

found in an old well. These two, ILjdra and CorJylophora, are the only hydroids

known to live in fresh-water. A third, imperfectly known form, allied to Cordylo-

p/iora, has been described by Professor Cope, from a

lake ill Oregon.

In the oceans, hydi'oids are very abundant, and

there are at least several hundred species. All of

them may be arranged in a few groups, most of which

are represented on our shores. Our first exanijile of

the marine forms will be Clava leptostyla, a beautiful

reddish species which occurs on our coast from Long
Island Sound northward. Its most common habitat

is at or near low water mark, attached to the rock-

weed (Fucus)., where it forms colonies consisting of

numerous individuals attached to a common rhizome

or branching base. It is about a half of an inch in

length, and the " head " bears from fifteen to thirty

irregularly arranged slender tentacles. Beneath the

tentacles, at the breeding season, the small reproduc-

tive buds are arranged in groups as shown in the figure.

The reproduction is essentially like that of the next

species. One of the most common forms found in shal-

low water (one to twenty fathoms) fromVineyard Sound

nortliward, is known as Eudendrimn disixir. It grows in colonies

from two to nearly four inches in length, and the jjarts of the

Cdliiiiy which corresjiond in apjiearance to the stems and branches

of a plant are dal•k-bro^^•n or black. At the tip of each branch

and branchlet is a h}'dra-likc animal, or zooid, which is directly

connected with every other one in the colony, for the whole

colony is strictly comparable with a much-budded Hydra grown

to an equal height, and the general cavity of the body is con-

tinuous through all the stems and branches into every zooid.

When taken out of the water, however, Eudendrium retains

its shape, which Hydra cannot do. This stability or rigidity

is due to the existence of a nearly complete coat or covering

of horny material, chitiii, which is secreted by the animal, and

which extends over all the colony, with the exception of the

zooids ; they remain unprotected. During the summer months

two kinds of Eudendrimn may be found along the New Eng-

land coast, which are exactly alike in the characters given, but

differ in color, one having white zooids, the other yellow. A
little careful examination will show that upon the bodies of the

white zooids are a series of structures arranged in a circle just

beneath the tentacles ; each one of these is in shape like a short

string of beads, which are sup]iosed to be male organs, showing

that the white colonies are male. The yellow ones are colored

by a number of simple bud-like processes which are irregularly

scattered on the body of the zooids ; they are the female reproductive organs or ovaries.

In Eudendrium then, the sexes are in different colonies. An egg having been fertil-

FiG. W. — Clava leptostyla,
enlarged ; a, b, c, d, rae-
dusffi buds.
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ized, passes through the process of segmentation, a cavity appears within it, then it

assumes an elongated form, possesses a double wall about the central cavity, develops

cilia upon the outer surface, and breaking through the containing

wall, escapes into the water where it leads a free life for a brief

time (see Fig. 67). Before long it enlarges at one end, settles down,

becomes attached by its larger end, loses its cilia, and proceeds to

develop a new colony of Eudendrium in the following way : It en-

larges at its free or distal end, and around this enlargement appear

a number of smaller swellings which develop into a wreath of ten-

tacles ; a mouth forms in the extremity of the proboscis and a layer

of chitin is secreted around the body. Then by the simple pro-

cesses of growth, combined with budding, a new colony is formed

quite like the one from which the germ came. In this case the

medusa buds do not develop into free-swimming jelly-fishes, but

discharge their reproductive elements without leaving the parent

colony.

J'tiri/p/ui crocea, a beautiful hydroid of a bright red or salmon

Fig. n.~Eu<ieniirium color, is Very common along the whole New England coast, while

maie'^'cotony with a closely related, if not identical sjiecies, extends southward as far
medusoid buds.

^^^ g^^^^j^ Carolina. It attains a length, in favored localities, of five

or six inches, and grows in great lu.xuriance on the jiiles of wharves or

bridges, especially where the water is slightly brackish. The outer or

lower circle of tentacles are long, and just within them arise the medusas

buds resembling clusters of small, bright-red grapes. In each colony

the sexes are distinct, and in these buds the eggs or spermatozoa are

developed. The young escape in the actinula condition, and creep

about, finally attaching themselves, and then by budding and branch-

ing, large colonies are formed, which in turn produce medusa buds,

thus completing the life cycle.

Another common form on our Atlantic coast from South Carolina

to the Gulf of Maine, is Pennaria tiarella. It grows in colonies equal

in size or a little larger than those of Eudendrium, and is found at-

tached to rocks and eel grass, and often to floating algag. The zooids

are usually a roseate color, and the species is remarkable for its beauty.

In general structure Pennaria is like Eudendrium, but differs in hav-

ing, in addition to the one row of large tentacles, a number of smaller

capitate tentacles, arranged, more or less definitely in two circles near

the anterior end of the proboscis ; it also differs in its mode of branch-

ing, and in its method of reproduction. In the summer months there

may be found growing out of the lower part of the proboscis, one or

more oval bodies which finally develoji a deej) bell-sha])ed body with a

considerable opening at the free end, about which are a number of rudi-

mentary tentacles ; within the cavity of the bell-shaped zooid is a pro-

cess corresponding in shape and position with the clapper of a Isell, it

is in fact the proboscis, and at its free end is the mouth. By means
of a sort of gullet or oesophagus passing through the proboscis, the

mouth communicates with the central digestive cavity located at the base of the pro-

lioscis in the upper part of the umbrella ; from this central cavity four ducts at four

FlG.'2.—Piiiiijilia
crocea, natural
size.
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equidistant points streteli away to the rim of tlie bell, where they arc all connected by
a tube passing around the rim. By means of these gastrovascular canals nutritive mat-
ter from tiie stomach is carried all over the body. Stretching partly across the open-

ing into the bell, is a thin, centrally-perforated membrane called the velum or veil.

After one of these medusie has been completely develoi)ed on the proboscis of the

hydroid of T'ennaria, it is freed from the proboscis by a constriction which cuts in two
the small jieduncle by which it had been attached, and the medusa floats away free in the

water. It is not left to the mercy of currents, however, but is provided with a rather

peculiar locomotor apparatus. The cavity of the bell being filled with water, its mus-
cular walls are powerfully contracted, and the water being ejected from the openino-

in the velum, the medusa is forced througli the water in the opposite direction ; then
cxjianding its bell by other muscles, it is ready to contract again and send itself still

farther on its way. The tentacles and outer surface of the medusa are well supplied

with cnidocells with which they defend themselves and kill their prey in the same
manner as Ili/dra, and as the zooids in the hydroid colony. The medusaj are sexual

zooids, the sexes being separate, and in the case of Petmaria, the male and female

elements are developed within the walls of the [iroboscis. From a fertilized egg a

planula is developed, which in turn gives rise to a hydroid colony of the Pennariu
kind. The life-cycle is thus more complicated than in Eudendrium by the introduc-

tion of the medusa stage. The length of an average Pcnnarid medusa is about one-

sixteenth of an inch.

Objects of more exquisite beauty than some of these hydroid-medusa? do not per-

haps exist. Each minute crystal chalice with its beautifully curved outline, elongated,

delicate tentacles gently coiling and uncoiling, and its slender proboscis which hangs

like a lamp in its centre, lighting it with a soft j)hosi)horescent

glow as it swims with most jierfect grace at the surface of the

ocean, is the very tyjio of delicate beauty, suggesting the won-

ders of fairy-land.

The dredge frequently brings up delicate pink or flesh-colored

hydroids consisting of single stems, each supjiorting a single

hydranth. This hydranth bears two sets of arms, tliose around

the free end of tlie proboscis being much shorter than those nearer

the base. This form was called by Agassiz Corymorpha pendula.

It lives with the base imbedded in tlie mud, and grows to a

length of four inches. The investing envelope is very soft, and

the animal is able to greatly modify the shape of the stalk and pro-

boscis. The medusa buds never become free-swimming jelly-fishes,

while the hydroid stem always bears a single head or hydranth, a ^'
^Jto^nftmai'si^J''

"

fact which led Allman to refer it to the genus Monocaalis.

The genus Tuhidaria and the closely allied IVianinocnidia, arc represented on our

coasts by several species. The hydranths are borne on slender stems, and form col-

onies reaching sometimes a height of eight or ten inches. Under a low power of tlie

microscope, the beauties of the animals stand revealed, far exceeding the power of any

pen to describe or brush to paint. The hydranth is surrounded with two circles of

tentacles, and from between the lower ones the reproductive zooids hang down like

bunches of grapes, or they cluster around the proboscis inside the outer circle of ten-

tacles, so that it requires no very vivid imagination to imagine the whole a delicate

fruit-dish filled with the most beautiful fruit. From the.se raceme-like clusters the

VOL. I. — G
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young come fortli in an aetinula condition, jiresenting distant resemblances to a jelly-

fish. The body is long and sun-ounded by a single circle of tentacles. This larva

soon becomes attached and then develops into a form like the parent.

Many of the stnall s])iral shells found in the shallow salt-water just below the

water's edge, are found to bo inhaliitod by hermit crabs, which travel about very

actively by protruding their legs

from the ajierture of the shell.

On the backs of many of these

shells is what appears to the

eye, a white, delicate, mossy

growth, covering most all of the

shell, excepting that part M'hich

drags on the bottom as the crab

travels. Under the microscope,

this mossy growth proves to

be a colony of very beautiful

hydroids named Hydractinia.

They live in colonies, but in-

stead of forming a colony by

branching in the ordinary way,

the hydrorhiza, or part which

attaches the colony, spreads out

farther and farther, and sends nj)

more and more buds, each one

of which becomes a zooid, but

which does not bud and is not

covered by chitin. The hydro-

rhiza is covered by a layer of

chitin, and at in-egular intervals

the chitin is developed into a

large projecting spine. The

zooids are very contractile, and

when withdrawn to their utmost,

the hard chitinous spines pm-

ject slightly beyond and jirotect

them. Examining carefully the

zooids of IL/dractinia it is found

that there are the ordinary feed-

ing zooids, the reproductive

zooids, male and female, and a

third kind which are destitute

of true tentacles, have very slender, much elongated bodies, and are powerfully

armed with strong batteries of cnidocells with which they perform their duty of

protecting the colony. From a fertilized egg of Hydractinia is develojied a planula,

which in time gives rise to a Hydractinia colony. There are a large number of

jelly-fishes known, which, from their structure, are classed among the GymnolilastcM,

although nothing is known of their attached hydroid condition, or even if they jiass

throuarh sueli a stage.

-Bydr, nutritive, h, fen
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In thu form known as Lizzia, it is tlio jelly-iisli itself that jjioduces tlic medusa
buds. In our figure, which represents tlie young of Z. ortopunctata, may be seen

younger jelly-fishes budding from

tlie sides of the proboscis of tlie

parent, and frequently in life, one

can see still younger buds in these

embryos before they free themselves

from the parent. When arrived at

a moderate size, these buds begin

their contractions and struggles

which finally end in their breaking-

loose from the parent, and the be-

ginning of life on their own account.

With age and increasing size, the

tentacles grow much longer, those

arising opposite the radial canals

being in bunches of five, while

those at the intermediate points

.nre in threes, so that there are

thirty-two in all.

Here also belongs the genus Stomatoca, with its two long, marginal tentacles. In

confinement our S. apicata seems to jircfer the bottom of tlie aquarium, and but rarely

comes to the surface.

Fig. 75. — Lizzia octopunctaia, young.

Sub-Ordek III. — Calyptoblastea.

Nearly all the many species of Hydroids on the American coast which have bell-

shaped hydrothecse, belong to the large family C.VMPAXULAiUDJi. One of the finest

representatives in American waters of this family of hydroids is Ohelia longisswna.

It li\es in shallow water, and down to a depth of about twenty fathoms, from Long
Island Sound to the Bay of Fundy. The colonies are often quite large, measuring

eight to twelve inches in length, and are of great beauty ; at the tip of each stem

and branch is developed a zooid, and about the zooid is a cuj) of chitin, called

liydrotheca, into which the zooid may nearh' or comjiletely retract itself, and out

of which it may stretch and unfurl its single wreath of tentacles; the rim of the

liydrotheca is cut into a number— twelve to si.vteen blunt teeth ; the proboscis is

very large and very mobile, constantly changing shape. In the axils of the branches

.'U'c developed other chitinous cups (gonothecaj) larger and always of a different sha])e

from the hydrothecae, in each of which there is a long, simple zooid, destitute of mouth

and tentacles (a blastostyle) ; on its sides aix' ])roduced small buds, from eighteen to

twenty-four, which develop into medusa>. They are found escaping from tlie gono-

theca3 from April to June.

These medusae are se.xual, and Ijear either male or female elements along the radial

canals ; each fertilized egg develops into a ciliated ])lanula, and this gives rise to a col-

ony of Ohelia longissirna. One finds certain points of difference between this medusa

and that of Pennaria. The contracting wall whicli subserves the function of locomo-

tion is not bell-shaped, but is nearly a flat disk, and tentacles exi.st all round the edge

of the disk, there being from twenty to thirty, while the medusa of Pennaria has only
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four rudimentary ones. On the edge of the disk, at equidistant points, ai-e a number
of gloI)ular bodies containing a cavity in which is a bristly ridge, and which is nearly

tilled with a clear liquid, in which are a few small calcareous particles that strike

against the bristles when any disturbance in the water outside sets the liquid of the sac

in motion. These are known as otocysts, and are supposed to be auditory organs.

The niedus£e of Obelia longissima are very minute, measuring only one-sixtieth of au

inch across the disk, and one-fortieth across the outstretched tentacles.

-Cuuipauulaiianliydroid; it, i, hjJrantlis; c, liyj

A less conspicuous but very beautiful hydroid of special interest, and belonging to

the same family as Obelia, is represented by several species on the New England
coast. They belong to the genus Gonothyrea, and, at a hasty glance, look like dimin-

utive or young specimens of Obelia. In height they do not exceed an inch and a half

or two inches ; the hydrotheca; in the most common species, G. /njalina, are long, of

very thin texture, and the rim is cut into numerous shallow teeth of castellated form.

The gonothecae spring from the axils of the branches, and contain a blastostyle upon
which are formed a numlter of buds that develo]i in regular sequence from above
downward ; when the uppermost one is fully grown, it jiushes out of the toji of the
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gonotheca, but still remains attached to the blastostyle by a slender peduncle
; this

zooid is now seen to be sexual, and contains within the walls of its proboscis, the
sexual elements

;

the outline is nearly

spherical, being cut

off at the farther

cud where there is

an opening into the

cavity of the zooid

;

about this opening

is a wreath of ten-

tacles, and pendent

ill the cavity of the

bell is a proboscis

destitute of a

mouth ; the cavity

of the blastostyle is directlj contin-

uous with a central cavity hi this

nieconidium, as this kind of zooid is

termed, and from this central cavity

four radial canals pass out to four

equidistant points on the edge or rim

of the bell, where they all join a cir-

cular canal ; these meconidia never be-

come free, but after discharging their

contents, they die and disintegrate.

The fertilized eggs develop into cili-

ated planulas which finally form col-

onies of Gonothi/rea Jn/alina.

These meconidoe which are evi-

dently medusa? that never become

free, are of great interest, being, in all

jirobability, degenerate forms.

Another large family, the Sertu-

LAEiD^, belonging to this same group,

is re])resented in America by a beauti-

ful species, tSertularia arffentea, so-

called from its light silvery color.

The colonies are often a foot in height,

and the shoots usuallygrow in clusters;

the branches have a subverticillate ar-

rangement, giving the colony an arbor-

escent appearance. If a small portion

of a colony be examined with a magni-

fier one discovers very peculiar hydro-

tliecas, which are very differently ar-

ranged from any described above ; they are nearly tubular, somewhat narrowed at th(^

toj), with pointed lips, and are either free or set into the sides of the stems and branches.

77.— Gonotheca witb mecomdiaof Gonothyrea: b, blasto-
style; (/, conophoi OS 111 various stages of development;
<l, meconidia; m, ovum; o, embryos.
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The gonotliecae are developed on the branches and are elongated, somewhat urn-

shaped, aperture central, termii.al with usually two, occasionally one long horn at the

anterior end. The eggs are partly devel-

ojied within the gonotheca, and then pass

into a sac which projects from the orifice

of the gonophore, where they finally be-

come planulie ; these after living a free

life become attached and form a new col-

ony. Sertularia argentea is found from

the New Jersey coast to the Arctic Ocean

from low-water mark to a depth of over

one hundred fathoms. It is very widely

distributed, being found on both sides

of the Atlantic and on the Pacific shore

of the United States. Like nKin y other

Hydroids it is often col-

lected as sea-moss and is

not infrequently seen at

the florists for decorative

purposes.

Another very common
species of Sertularia is

S. pumila, a very much
smaller hydroid, not over

one inch and a half long,

and often found in abun-

dance on the common
Fucus or dark brown

rock-weed. The hydro-

thecaj are opposite one

another on the stem, giv-

ing it a compactness of

structure and regularity of outline not

possessed by S. urc/entea. The colonies
^ "

are sexually perfect from May to Sep-

tember on the New England coast. Ihe

nietliod of reproduction is very similar to that of S. argentea.

A third large family comprises the feathery forms known as the Plumularid^e.

They are represented on the New England coast by Phmmlaria tenella, Plimiularia

verrillii, and Aglaojyhenia arborea ; the last speciei?was described by Desor in 1848,

and has, I believe, never been found since. Other sjjecies of Aglaojyhenia and Plum-

nlaria are found on the Carolina coast, and still others in the Californian waters.

Perhaps the most elegant in appearance of all the American hydroids is the ostrich

plume of our Pacific coast, Agluophenia struthionkles. It varies much in size and

color, but always retains the a]ipearance of a diminutive ostrich feather. Microscopic

study shows that the hydi'othecas are arranged in a single row on one side of each

branch or pinna, and that the liraneh is divided into very short joints, one to each

hydrotheca. Each hydrotheca has its rim ornamented with a nund)er of sharply

Fig. 79. — A frag-
ment of Surtw-
Inriay enlarged,
showing the cups
or hydrotheca.
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pointed teeth, and three minute tubular processes are disposed about its mouth, one
on each side and one on the outer or anterior surface. These processes are termed
ncmatophores, are filled with processes of the body substance,

and in structure and development are believed by liamann

to give evidence of being degenerate zooids. Certain of the

branches or piiina3 are at times replaced by cylindrical struc-

t arcs which are covered with rows of ncmatophores, and are

the cups or baskets in which the generative zooids are devel-

<il)ed ; they are termed corbula^ and in some genera are meta-

n!or]ihosed branches, while in others they are modified pinna'.

\ jiinna is smaller than a branch, and differs from it in the

character of the zooids formed upon it. The egg develops

into a planuin, wliieh becoming attaclied forms a new h3-droid

colony.

These three great families, rejiresented here by the genera

tSertularkt, Obella, Goiiotliijrea, and Agluopheiua, are all mem-
bers of a sub-order of hydroids distinguished by having the

hydranths surrounded by chitinous cups, and the possession

of longitudinal ridges in the body cavity. This group has

been variously termed Thecata by Ilineks, CalyiJtobhistea, bv

Allman, and Intaiiiiolata by Hamann.

As among the Gymnoblastea, we find here medusw which

agree in structure with those which are undoubtedly calyjito-

blastic, but of whose early development we know nothing.

We can mention but one example. One of our larger jelly-

fishes is Zij(jodactyla ijronlundica., which sometimes acquires

:\ diameter of even eleven inches. In color it is a light violet,

with numerous brownish reproductive organs. The numei'ous

tentacles which fringe the margin of the umbi'ella hang down
a yard or more when fully extended. Concerning the habits

of tliese animals Mrs. Agassiz has written : — "The motion of

these jelly-fishes is very slow and sluggish. Like all of their

kind, they move by the alternate dilation and contract ion of

the disk, but in the Zi/(jodact[/la these undulations have a.

certain •graceful

indolence, very

unlike the more
r ;i ]

1 i d m o v e-

mi'uls (jf many
of the medu.sa?. It often remains quite

motionless for a long time and then, if

y<iu try to excite it by disturbing the

w.'itcr in the tank, or by touching it, it

heaves a slow, lazy sigh, with the whole

body rising slowly as it does so, and then

relai>ses into its former inactivity. In-

deed, one cannot help being reminded, when watching the variety in the motions of

the different kinds of jelly-fishes, of the difference in temperament in human beings.

A^
P-

X

/,/„

.0. — Corbulaof A<il<ui~

strtithionUkH, enlarged.

\?l<i. 81. — Zi/f/odaffifla r/rijidanctica.
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There are the alert and active ones, ever on tlie watch, ready to seize the opportunity

as it conies, but missing it sometimes from too great impatience ; and tlie slow, steady

people, with very regular movements, not so quick perhaps, but as successful in the

long run ; and the dreamy, indolent characters, of which the Zygodactijla ,is one,

ahvays floating languidly about, and rarely suqirisod into any sudden or abrupt

exjircssion."

Nothing is known of the develojiment of this form, as all attemjjts to raise the

eggs have 2)roved futile, and it is unknown whether it has a hydroid stage or not.

Sub-Order IV. — Trachymedus.?;;.

Tiie Trachyinedusse are usually considered a distinct grou]) of Ilydroidea, espe-

cially characterized l)y having a direct development ; that is, they are jelly-fish, which,

in general structure, are like the medusa? de-

Aelojjed from hjdroid colonies, but their eggs

develop directly into new medusie, and not into

hydroids. They have then no hydroid state.

They ai-e represented in our waters by a num-

ber of sjiecies, among them Trachynema digi-

tuk. The full-grown medusiE of this species are

from an inch to an inch and a half in length,

the walls are ver^' thin, and not much used for

locomotion ; the latter function being performed

princijially by the muscular velum which 2)ushes

itself outward with considerable force. The
proboscis is very large and has four liji-like ex-

pansions about the mouth ; the tentacles are

numerous, and four garnet-colored otocjsts are

present at equidistant jioints on the margin of

the bell. The ovaries develop from the upjier

parts of the radial canals, are cylindrical and

much elongated, hanging pendent in the bell,

and reaching nearly to the velum.

Cunina, another genus of this grou]i, though

not so common as Trachynema, is not rare on our coasts, where it is rejiresented by two

s])ecies, C octonaria and C. discoides. An interesting fact in connection with these

forms is that they live on Turrito2)sis, a jelly-fish allied to the Stomatoca mentioned on

a preceding page.

Sub-Order V.— Hydrocorallin^.

Among the manj- creatures that contribute to the building of a coral reef, are to be

counted certain hydroids. For many years there was no suspicion but that the Mille-

pore corals were built by true coral polyps. Professor Agassiz discovered their true

nature twenty-five years ago. Later, some other coral-making hydroids have been

thoroughly studied by Professor Moseley, of 0.\ford, late of the "Challenger" ex]>edi-

tion. They are very beautiful forms, and there are three kinds of zooids ; the ordinary

feeding forms, the reproductive kind, and the dactylozooids. The latter have no

mouth and gastric cavity, and possess only a tentacular function.

Fig. 82. — Trachiinema tligitale.
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These forms, represented on our southern coasts by Millepo)-a alcicornis, form a

coral which, however, is composed of calcareous fibres and is traversed in all directions

by canals. The little cups occupied by the polyps are shallow, but as one ]iolyp dies

another succeeds it, forming a jiartition separating the new cuj) from the old, so that

in time the pits of tlie coral become deep but are divided up by a series of transverse

]iartitions. A similar structure exists in some of the true corals.

Among the fossil forms referred to, the hydroids, the Graptolites of tlie Silurian

pci'iod are most prominent. In these forms we hayn an approximation in general

aj)iiearance to the Sertularian. These, so far as we are able to discover their anatomv,
consisted of a narrow tube bearing, on one or both sides, a series of hollow toetli,

through which the tube communicates with the exterior. It

is supposed that each of tliese teeth was occupied by a zooid

similar to that found in Sertularia or Plmnularia. Haeckel

has described, from the lithographic stone of Solenhofeu fi'-- -•-•- i'"iii " i m c.iai.i^-

(Jurassic age), two fossil medusre, which he refers to the

Trachymedusro, and from later beds portions of the incrusting iiydrorliiza of ILjdrac-

tinia have been found, and true Sertularians occur in the pleistocene of England.

Other forms referred with more or less doubt to this group occur in the Cambrian,

carboniferous, etc.

Samukl F. Ci.auke.

Order II.— DISCOPHORA.

Among the Meduste A\hich attain the greatest size and jirobably are the most

commonly observed are those called the Discophora, " sea-nettles," " sea-blubs," or

" jelly-fishes." The members of this group are very characteristic, and are named
from tlie disk-shaped outline of their bodies. Although the group of Discojihora

is not a large one, there being barely a half dozen genera found in our waters, it

presents some of the most interesting features of all the known Medusje.

The bodies of all the jelly-fishes are very gelatinous, composed for the most part

of water, and when taken from their native element speedily melt away, leaving a

thin film behind. Although these animals are not the only ones which have gelatinous

bodies, they excel all in the amount of fluid in their tissues, and are consequently

among the most transparent of animals.

The habits of the Discophora are very curious. Many swim at or near the surface,

sometimes protruding their bodies a little out of the water. Some arc confined to the

dee]) seas and are drifted only by accident into shallow waters. A rough sea sends

many below the reach of the agitated waters, and in a calm they i-ise to the surface,

to come into the range of the sun's rays. Whatever their purpose is in tliis latter

habit, we may trace to it the name of "sun-fish," which they bear in some localities.

Most of these animals in their adult condition are free swimming, while many arc

attached to the ground in their younger stages of growth in a way which will be

treated of in our account of the develo]nnent. C'assioj}ea is attached in the aduil

state in the following jteculiar manner. This genuc is very common along the Florida

reefs where, instead of swimming about in the water, it lies at the bottom on tlie coral

sand, lazily fla]i])ing its disk in a monotonous manner. It is not firmly anchored to the

bottom, yet rarely changes its position any considerable distance.
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Probably all are marine and many genera gregarious, either seeking each otlier's

company, or huddled together by ocean currents or tide eddies.

At spawning-time they are said to don brighter colors, or at least their ovaries and

spermaries at that time become more highly colored. Like the hydroids, their

organs for defence and offence are the stingiug-cells by which their bodies are covered.

Many sting with great violence, while others can be handled with impunity. None,

however, are destitute of stinging-cells.

All are phosjshorescent, especially when irritated, while the color and intensity

of the emitted light varies with the genus.

One of the most common Discophores in Xew England waters is called Ct/unea, and

is a representative of a family of moderate size known as the Cr.vxED.E. The most

sti-iking peculiarity of Ci/anea is its disk-shaped body, which varies in size from that

of a penny to several feet in diameter. Its color is reddish brown, but when dead and

waslied about for some time it becomes light blue. The body-disk is divided into two

well-marked regions, called the al)oral and the oral, or the ujjper and lower surfaces

as the animal naturally swims in the water. The upper surface is smooth and without

apj)endages, save little filaments which are remnants of bodies of considerable

size in the young of the animal. The under or oral surface is so called from the fact

that frotn it hangs not only the stomach with its mouth, but also many other important

structures. Tlie thickness of the disk in its centre is much greater than at the

periphery', where it becomes very thin and flexible, and capable of considerable motion.

Around the margin of the bell are found at regular intervals eight sense-bodies, which

lie in deep incisions in the rim. Each sense-body is a small sac or cyst mounted on a

sliort peduncle, and in the interior there are a number of rhombohedral otoliths of

calcareous composition. Each sense-body is covered by a thin, gelatinous wall stretched

above it, which is known as the "hood." From the existence of this hood in the

Discophora, and its absence in the Hydroidea, Siphonophora, and a few other jelly-

fishes, these animals are called the hooded-eyed medusae, while the latter are sometimes,

especially in older writings, designated the naked-ej^ed jelly-fishes.

The most prominent of the several appendages which liang from the oral surface

of the disk is a thin, curtain-like body of great breadth, which is thrown into a great

number of folds and frills. This curtain is open below, and its inner walls make tjie

walls of the stonincli. It hangs far down below the oral surface of the bell, extending

far beyond it as the medusa, by strokes of the margin of tlie disk, is driven along

through the water.

The tentacles of Cyanea arc found in bundles, in each of which there is a great

number of these organs. Each tentacle is long, thread-like, and \ery contractile,

possessing stinging cells which, however,

are rather feeble in their action in the genus

Cijanea. The tentacles in larger specimens

of the genus reach an extraordinary length,

and, as in other Discophora, have for tluir

function the capture of the food.

The genus Aitrelia, the type of the

family Aureliid.e, is, next to Cyanea, one

of the most common rc]iresentatives of

the Discophora in New England waters. Although it never reaches the great size

attained by the former, it may well be ranked as one of the largest of our Acalejjhs.
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The body of A^crelia, like that of Cyanea, is disk-shaped, but has a creamy-white color.

'I'here are in this genus as in the last, eight marginal sense-bodies, each covered l)y a

hood to which reference has already been made. A great difference between the two
genera is in the development of the a))pendages to the oral side of the body, and instead

(if there being eight clusters or bundles of tentacles as in Ci/anea, there is in Ar/relia a

simple continuous circle of short filaments set around the disk-margin. The tentacles

are relatively much smaller than those of Cijanea.

One of the most important characteristics of Aiirelia is to be found in the structure

of the mouth and oral appendages. Instead of a curtain hanging down from the

middle of the disk, the mouth of Aurelia is formed in the following manner. From
the central region of the oral surface of the disk the oral appendages are suspended

by four gelatinous pillai's. Between each pair of these pillai's there is a circular

opening which communicates with a central cavity in which the sexual organs

lie. Below the sexual openings the pillars fuse, forming a gelatinous ring surrounding

tlie mouth and serving as .a basis of attachment for certain organs, developments of the

lips, called the oral tentacles. These oral tentacles are four in number, and are

commonly carried extended radially from a central mouth-ojiening. Each oral

tentacle has no resemljlancc to a marginal tentacle such as is found on the edge of

the disk in Ci/anea or Aurelia, but is short and thick, smooth above, and bearing on

its under side a deep groove which extends the whole length of the oral arm from

its distal tip to the central mouth. On the ridges which enclose this groove are

found at intervals peculiar, small, suctatorial mouths. The entrance to the stomach or

the large mouth in Aurelia is centrally placed on the oral side of the disk, and

communicates directly with a disk-shaped cavity, the stomach, which lies directly

above it. The lower floor of the stomach is formed by the oral surface of the bell,

a muscular layer, from which the four cylindrical bodies which sujjport the oral

gelatinous ring are suspended. The roof of the stomacli, or the gelatinous wall of the

bell, IS continued just above the mouth into a pyramidal jellylikc projection, which,

however, does not protrude outside the mouth-opening.

The marginal sense-l)odies of Aurelia are accompanied on either side by a gelatinous

extension or lappet which extends outward and hangs slightly downward. On the

aboral sui-face of the bell, in the neighI)orhood of the hood which covers the sense-body,

there is a raised circular area of doubtful function which is not found in the vicinity

of the sense-organs in Cyanea. This disk is called the sinnctipolster, and is, as its

name signifies, probably an organ of sensation.

Of the many extraordinary genera of Discophorous medusa', one of the nuist

jieculiar is the genus CassiojKa, especially a species called C.froiidosa found about the

I-'lorida Keys. This we may consider as the type of the family Cassiopeid.e. Apart

fiom its curious habitat, being attached to the coral miul as has been mentioned above,

it is remarkable in the peculiar arrangement of the complicated oral ap]ieiidages which,

although differing greatly from similar organs in the two genera already mentioned,

are typical of several of genera belonging to the same great group.

Cassiopea frondosa is fomid lying upon its aboral siu-face on the nuid near coral

islands in Florida and elsewhere in tropical seas. As one floats in a boat over these

curious jelly-fishes, they look very similar to an algous growth on the sca-bottoni, and

are easily confounded with .some of the forms of corallines which abound on the neigh-

boring sheltered submarine banks. If, however, the medusa be closely scanned, it will

be found to move portions of its body voluntarily, and a throbbing or vibration, espec-
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ially of the edges of its disk, can be plainly seen. Although fastened to the ground,

it still keejJS up a flapping motion of its hell probably for puri)oses of breathing, just

as is the case with free-swiiuming animals of closely allied genera.

One of the functions of the marginal tentacles of the Discopliora is the capture of

tlie food. They wind themselves about their ])rey, sting it to death, and then, by con-

traction, draw it to the mouth. lu a medusa which is fastened to the ground, tentacles

would seem to be necessary if the food was large and cajjable of movement. The con-

struction of the mouth of Cassio2)ea shows that its food is of very small size. The

medusa feeds upon the animal and jjlant life which drifts past it, or which is caused to

move over it by the slow flapping of the bell margin. It is therefore evident that ten-

tacles would be of little service to an animal witli this mode of life, and accordingly we
find its bell margin is wholly destitute of those filaments called tentacles, which form

such a prominent feature in tlie adults of Cyanea, Aurelia, and several other genera.

Throughout the animal world there are several examples which might be cited of

animals which uj)on becoming attached to the ground, after a free larval existence,

having no use for well-developed sense organs, lose the same or suffer a degeneration

in their complication. This can well be illustrated in the development of some well-

known genera of Aseidians, where the free larva has higher affinities throughout than

the adult, and where a highly-developed organ of sense is formed in a larva to be lost

in the fully-grown animal. The organs of sensation on the margin of the bell in Cas-

siopea are, however, as liighly developed as in any of its relatives which swim freely in

the water. Abnormal as its mode of life is, the otocysts, or organs of sensation, found

on the rim of the bell, have not disappeared, neither has their number diminished.

In Cassiopea there are sixteen of these bodies in normal specimens, and we also often

find monstrosities by which this number is increased to eighteen. Professor Agassiz

found twelve of these structures in Polyclonia, a closely related or identical genus.

The structure of the mouth of Cassiopea is somewliat as follows : In the centre of

the oral surface of the bell there is a gelatinous cylinder in which there is a central

cavity, but no external opening, in a position wliich corresjjonds to the mouth of other

Disco])hora. On the side of this cylinder, however, there are openings, four in num-
ber, leading into as many cavities partitioned by a thin membrane from the main
cavity in which the sexual products are formed, and perhaps througii which they pass

wlien mature. From the oral cylinder there arise eight long arms which are commonly
extended at right angles to the cylinder parallel with the lower floor or aboral side of

the bell. Their tips extend a little beyond the bell margin, while the side adjoining

the bell is smooth. Eacli appendage is branched, and from its aboral surface there is

formed a great number of curious appendages of various functions. Two kinds of

appendages can be recognized. The former are simply little feeding mouths sur-

rounded by a circle of tentacles and resembling little ILjdTm. Of these there are a

large nun^ber on the or.il ajijiendages, and each and all ojien into a system of vessels

which ])ass through the ap])endages, and Tiltimately ])Our their contents into the cen-

tral cavity of the oral cylinder. All of these HydTai together make uj) the mouth of the
medusa, for they are the orifices through vi\w\\ food is taken into the stomach. Tlie

second prominent ap])endages to the oral arms are small, flask-shaped, and ovoid
bodies, with a central cavity which opens into the vessels passing tlirough tlie anus.
Tliey are, however, without an opening into the external water, and their true func-

tion is not yet definitely known.
A most interesting family, tlie PelagidvE, is represented in our waters by two

genera called Pelayia and Bactylomctra. In Pelagia we liavc a siiherical-siia].ed
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medusa of pinkish color and eight marginal sense bodies, alternating with as many ten-

tacles oil the bell margin. From the under side of the bell the oral appendages hang-

far outside of the bell cavity, resembling in many particulars the oral tentacles of the

genus Aurelia. Pdagia is not a large medusa, and is very remarkable in its develoj)-

meiit, as will be explained more at length later in our account of this part of the subject.

Dactylometra is closely allied to Pelar/ia, but has a larger number of tentacles around

the bell rim. The sense body of both these genera ditfers in important particulars

from those of the families already described.

Flc. K5.— Dactijlometra quiiiqu Fig. 80. — l\ta(jia cijanella.

The aberrant families of the Diseophora are among the most wonderful of tliis

group. A mention of a few of these may not be without interest. One of the most

abundant medusre at times in the neighborhood of the Florida Keys is a Discoiihore,

called by naturalists Linerges, and known to fishermen there as the " thimble-fish," " mut-

ton-fish thimble," and by similar designations. Under proper conditions the number of

individuals of this strange genus is very great, and they may be often seen extending

in the water in long lines, where they are thrown by the tide-eddies and ocean currents.

The popular name of thimble-fish designates exactly the form which these medusa'

assume. The bell is not unlike in size and shape a common thimble, differing consid-

erably in this respect from that of the other jelly-fi.shes of the Discophorous type. The
bell has a brownish color on its lower floor, and its walls have a bluish tinge. Around
the bell margin there are sixteen marginal lappets or rounded lobes, between which,

alternating with each other, there are eight rudimentary tentacles, and the same nmn-

ber of marginal sense bodies. Each sense body is covered bj a gelatinous extension of
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the bell walls of such a form that when looked at above, it seems more like a cyst sur-

rouiuling it than a hood serving as its cover. From the inner walls of the bell,

hanging into the liell cavity, there are placed sixteen dark-brown j)igmeuted bags

wliich lie in a cii-cle with a radius about one-thiid

of that of the bell. Although the function of

these bodies is luiknown, it may be predicted that

they will be found to serve as receptacles for

the elaborated food eaten by the medusa. The

stomach of Unerges is very simple in its structure

and never hangs out.side of the cavity enclosed

liy the bell walls. While the jelly-fish is in the

act of swimming, the marginal bell lappets are

commonly folded inward, forming a notched veil

which distantly resembles the so-called velum of

the hydroid medusa. At one time in the his-

tory of the nomenclature of the jellj'-fishes, the presence or absence of a veil was

used in designating the two great groups into which the medusie were divided. The
term Craspedota refers to those in which a Avell-marked velum is found, the Acraspeda

where the same is absent. The Hydroidea and Siphonophora are craspedote, the Dis-

cojjhora are supposed to be destitute of a veil, and are therefore acraspedote.

Of the many aberrant families of the Discoj)hora, none differ more widely

from the genera which we have already considered, than that of the Lucekxakid-E,

or Calycozoa as they are sometimes called. In Lucernaria., the best known genus

of this family, we have a trumj)et-shaped animal of comparatively gmall size, which
is attached by the smallei- end, but has the enlarged extremity free. The free end

has a disk-shaped form, and in the centre there is an opening into the body cavity

which is the stomach. Around the edge of the disk there are arranged at intervals

eight bundles of short tentacles or tentacular bodies of doubtful function. TJie body
walls of one of our common species has a greenish color.

Several theories of the relationship between the Lucernaridie and the other

Discophora have been suggested, and their relations to this group are not recognized

by all naturalists. Of these theories tiiere are two which seem to the

writer the nearest approximations to truth in regard to the affinities of

the family. Several naturalists, considering the attached mode of life

of Zucernaria, but nxore especially its anatomy and what little is

known of its development, have supjjosed that iMcernaria is in

reality an adult in an :u-rested form or stage of development, and
that its nearest ally must be looked for in the young of other Disco-

phores. The young of many genera jtass through a condition in the fig. e

progress of its development when it is attached to the ground, and
the allies of Liicernaria are by many naturalists recognized in these forms.

A second interpretation, suggested by E. Haeckel, has even more plausibility than
that already mentioned. It has this in its favor, that it refers the Lucernaria to the
adult and not to the j-oung of another genus. A beautiful medusa was found by
A. Agassiz and by the Fish Commission in the Gulf Stream, and has been referred to a
genus long ago described mider the name Periphijlla. Periphylla is in fact a type
of a family called the Peeipiiyllidjs, and is in many respects one of the most aberrant
of the many genera which make up the Discophora.
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The resemblances lictween Lucernarla and Peripln/lla are for the most i)art

anatomical in character, and so little is known of the development of both that there

is little j)OSsibility of a comparison in this particnlar. The comjiarison, step by step,

of the many likenesses between the two genera wonid take us too far into special

studies of the peculiar anatomy of them both, but these points of likeness are of a most
important character, and show that, notwithstanding one form is attached and the

other free, they may be closely allied to each other.

The character of the development, and the different larval conditions which the

Discophora pass through in that growth, jiresent some of the most interesting facts in

regard to these animals. In the progress of research into the anatomy and classifi-

cation of the lower forms of animals three curious zoophytes, placed in three genera,

had been described by different naturalists. These genera were called Scyjihlstoma or

Scyphostoma, Strobila, and Ephyra. It was suspected that they were not a<lults, but

in the early days of the history of marine zoology no one had any idea that these

animals had close relationships with one another. The first and most important ste])

in a true understanding of the nature of the larvie of the medusaj was made by Michael

Sars, by whom it was found that these three genera were one and the same, and

Steenstru]), shortly after, recognized that there exists in the meduste a true altei-na-

tion of development such as the poet Chamisso had pointed out is found in the forms

of the Ascidian genus Salpa, known as the "chain form," and the solitary or asexual

individual.

In late summer and autumn specimens of Cyanea of large size are often taken in

which the membranous fold which hangs downward from the oral region of the disk

is loaded with white packets or bundles. These bundles are composed of ova, and if

they are examined with a microscope of even low magnifying power will be found to

have already entered upon the first steps in their development. In other words the

genus Cyanea carries its young about and protects them in the folds of the mouth,

from the very youngest to some of the higher larval conditions. The highest con-

dition wliich it has in its career in the mouth-folds of the j)arent is what is known as a

])lanula. The jilanula is an elongated, spheroidal body whose walls are formed of two
or ]ierhaj)S three layers, within which is a small cavity, and whose outer sui'face is

covei-ed with vibratile cilia. The function of the vibratile cilia is that of progression

through the water, and, as a consequence, immediately on attaining this condition it

swims away from the fostering care of the ])arent, and shifts for itself in the water.

In this free-swimming or planida stage it remains until, freighted by the weight of

increased age, it can no longer swim through the water by the ciliary movements.

AVlien that age comes in the jirogressive growth of tlie Cyanea, the embryo, which

was formerly si)heroidal in sha]ie with symmetrical poles, becomes pear-shaped,

presenting an obtuse and a pointed ])ole which can easily be distinguished. The larva

next attaches itself by one of these poles to some fixed object, and the two following

stages in its growth are ]iassed through in that condition.

Immediately after attachment there forms at the free end of the body a circle of

little protuberances which, as the growth goes on, become more and more elongated,

while in the centre of the circle, in the periphery of which they lie, an opening is found

leading into a cavity in the interior of the body. The resemblance of the young
animal, in this first of the attached forms, to the common fresh-water ^i/c^^-a, -which has

been described, is very striking. The larva was one of those three supposed genera

mentioned above which were foiTnerly thought to be widely different from any of the
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Discophora. It was then called Scyphistonia or Scypliostoma, and, notwithstanding

we now recognize that it is part of the life history of the young of another genus,

it is convenient to retain the name as ehar-

,>^ \ *^ acteristie of the first of the attached larva;

\>^ f^^ of these animals.

The Scyphistoma larva of Aurelia, for

the following larva has not been ohservetl

in our Ci/anea, although there is no doubt

that its development is identical with that

of Aurelia, is followed by one called the

Strobila, which like the former is still

FiG.ss.-Scypyiistomaof Aurelia jiaviduia.
fittached to some fixed object. In the

growth of the Scyphistoma, that part of the free end of the larva situated inside tlie

circle of tentacles, and in which the mouth lies, gradually rises higher and higher,

forming an elongated cylinder of great relative size as compared with that of the

orisjinal body of the Scyphistoma, which lies at its base, and upon which it is borne.

There next forms on the outer wall of this cylinder a number of parallel constrictions

which encircle the body of the cylinder in waving lines. These constrictions become

deeper as the larva gets older, imparting to it a remote likeness, as Professor Agassiz

has pointed out, to a "pile of saucers" resting below on the

remnant of the Scyphistoma body and increasing gradually

in size from the lowest member to the saucer which caps the

pile. The next change in the progress of the development of

Aurelia, after the Strobila just mentioned, is one in which

the attached condition is abandoned and a free locomotor

larva again adopted. This condition, for a reason identical

with that mentioned with regard to the ScyiAistoma, may

be called the Ephyra, and more closely approaches that

assumed by the adult than any of the others. The whole

fixed Strobila, however, does not break from its attachment

and swim away as an Ephyra, but fragments of the same, or

individual saucers which compose the pile, in consecutive order one by one drop from

their attachment and swim away as perfect little Ephyra\ The cycle is now complete,

and although the Ephyra differs greatly in form from the adult, yet still there are few

important additions, and no departure from a direct growth in passing from one into

the other.

By reviewing the history which has just liccn considered it will be seen that in

two of the intermediate larval conditions, known technically as the Scyphistoma and

Strobila, between the egg and the parent, we have a w^ide departure from the adult in

mode of life as well as external shape. We have seen also that the Scyphistonia does

not pass directly as a whole into the Ephyra, but that it divides into fragments, each

of which becomes a perfect adult. From one Strobila a number of Ephyras are

produced without any conjugation of sexes in the attached animal. From this latter fact

the mode of reproduction is said to be asexual and the Strobila an asexual individual.

Gathering together the whole history of the develojiment into one chain we find

it presents this remarkable circumstance. Between the egg and the female Discophore

from which it came there is an asexual, sessile larva which multiplies in an asexual

way by simple division, thus producing from one egg a numerous progeny, each of which
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has no known differences from the parents which produced the egg or spermatozoon.

The principle is a wide-spread one in the animal kingdom, and is known as the

alternation of generation. It is evident that the

Scyphistoma and Strobila, more especially the [>, [\
latter, have a wide difference in shape from f^^^ ^

'-'•' '

the form of the adult Cyanea. They develop

directly from the egg and are asexual, while

the adults which are developed from them are

sexual. Sexual animals produce ova which de- (^
velop into Strobilte as before. Here then is an

alternation of sexual with asexual forms of the

same animal, and the technical name of the

anomalous development is " Alternation of Gen-

erations," nowhere better illustrated than in the

Hydroidea and Discophora.

The devek)i)ment of the ovum of Ci/anea into i. , „, -c^

^^^
, ^ ,„ , ,' •' Fig. 91.— Ephyraof ^Krc/to.Sai-irfM/a.

the adult by a process of alternate generation, in

which intennediate larva? are fixed to some foreign body and reproduce the adult by
self-division, is not found in all the Discophora. As this method of growth may-

be said to be indirect in character, another, called the direct fi-om the absence of

tliese intermediate asexual conditions, also exists. In a direct development among
the discophorous medusae we have sunply a continuous gi-owth from the egg to the

adult. One egg produces only one adult. Such a development takes place in Pelagia

and one or two related genera.

Class in. — SIPIIOXOPHORA.
Among the most beautiful of all the medusae is the group called the Siphonophora,

the tube-like jelly-fishes. These animals are all marine and free swunming, and

although they often have a hydroid-like shape, which resemblance becomes more marked

when we study their anatomy, they are never attached to the ground as are the mem-
bers of the Hydroidea. They are found in all oceans, although the tropics seem to be

richest in the variety of these animals, and those from the Mediterranean have up to

the present time been the most carefully studied and described.

As their name signifies, the Siphonophora are characterized by a tulje-like body,

which is generally so much elongated tliat it takes the form of a small axis or stem.

Although there are several genera in the gi'oup where the body does not assume a

tubular fonn (of which one of the most common is Pht/salia), a tubular body seems

as a rule characteristic of the grouji.

The relationships of the Siphonophora to other medusie have been variously inter-

jireted by different authors. By the majority they are regarded as comjiarable to the

Hydroidea, and are often called the free-swimming hydroids, in distinction from those

already considered which are fixed. Others still compare them with the gonophores

of the hydroids, some of which as the genus Lizzia bud off from the side of their

manubrium new individuals, which later develop into medusce like their parent. The
Siphonophora would be regarded T)y them as similar to the parent with many attached

young. While many facts can be mentioned in sn])port of either of these theories, it

may be said that the differences which exist between a free medusa and an attached



98 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

hydroid are not very great, and altliough at first siglit it might seem as if the two

theories involve very different comparisons, tliey are in reality identical.

Okdee I.— PHYSOPHOR.E.

One of the most interesting forms of Siphonojihora is the

genus Aijahna, the name of which dates back to the days of

Eschscholtz, the father of the study of actinology. It is the

type of a family known as the Agalmid^, and belongs to a

larger group of Phj'soidioras or float-bearing Siphonoi^hora.

The genus Agalma when floating in the water, will be found

to be made up of two kinds of bodies. The first of these are

transparent, crystalline in appearance, and are easily detached

from their connections with each other ; the second are more

opaque, flexible, and smallei-, while they are more tenacious in

their attachments to the animal. All are strung together on a

common axis or stem which is very flexible in its character.

The Affalmu as it floats in the water is of a very fragile

nature. So delicate is it in fact that it cannot be raised out of

the water in the hand without the api>endages being torn from

their connections witli each other. The only way to capture it

entire is to place under it, as it moves about in the water, some

receptacle which will hold liquid, allowing it to float in

with the water. The water contained in the receptacle

and the animal can then be raised together out of the

sea. Even when the greatest care is shown in its

capture it retains its appendages but a short time

when kept in confinement, and soon loses them

all and shrinks to an insignificant size as

ompared with its former proportions.

The axis or stem of the Agabmi
is a most characteristic structure.

It extends from one extremity

of tlie animal to the other,

find affords an attachment

) all the appendages

\\liieh make up the

whole. It is very

flexible, colored a

rosy pink, is hollow

throughout, and about

the diameter of a knit-

ting-needle. At one

end, which may be

called the upper ex-

tremity of tlie axis,

mall globular liody whieli is called the air-bladder or

little sac filled with gas, and in some related genera

FlO. a'i.— Agalma elegans ; a, float; b, nectocalices; c, covering scales; il. feeding
polyjjs; e, tentacles and tentacular knobs; ./", tasters; r/, sexual bells.

the Stem is enlarged into

float. This float contains



JELL Y-FISHES. 99

has for a function the support of the axis in the -water. In Agahna, however it

is so sn.iall that its functional importance in this respect is very sliglit. The axis

of the Agahna is divided into two regions, one of whicli lies adjacent to the float

and is called the nectosteni, and the other, more distant from the same, the polyii-

steni. In larger specimens the length of tlie nectostem is about one-third that of

the polyjistem. The former bears a number of appendages of interesting chai--

acter called the nectocalices. These bodies are situated in two rows or series, and
are glassy clear in their transjiareucy. Their union with the stem is of a very fragile

nature, and easily ruptured when the animal is raised out of the water. If we examine
a single nectocalyx we shall iind th<nt it resembles closely a medusa bell (hvdroid

gonopliore) in which the walls h.ave a more or less polygonal shajse. This form is tlie

result of a flattening of two opposite sides of the nectocalyx in order that it may ilt

closely in the series of which it is a member. Each nectocalyx has a cavity within,

« hich opens into the surrounding water through a circular orifice, partly closed by a

thin, washer-shaped body called the veil. The apex of the nectocalyx is situated

t)p|iosite the external opening, and marks the pohit of union of the bell and the necto-

stem. On either side of the apex, embracing the nectosteni, tlic bell walls arc con-

tiinied into gelatinous horns which closely interlock Avitli similar ]>niiecti(>iis i'l'om

nectocalices situated in the opposite series.

The arrangement of the nectocalices on the nectostem is as follows : There are two
rows or series of these bodies placed diametrically opposite each other on the axis.

Each series is composed of a number of nectocalices jilaced one above the other, fitting

closely together by tlie flat faces on the outside of these bodies. The gelatinous horns

already mentioned interlock with corresponding bodies from the opjiosite series. By
the close approximation of adjacent bells on their flat faces, and the interlocking of

bells from opposite series, a certain rigidity is given to this jiortiou of the animal,

notwithstanding the delicate attachment to the stem.

The disposition of the nectocalices causes all the bell openings in cacli scries to

point in the same direction, or almost at right angles to the length of the axis. The
action of the nectocalices is as follows : They are, as their name implies, structures

for a propulsion of the Agalnia from place to place through the water. When water

is taken into their bell cavities, by a violent contraction of the bell walls it is violently

forced out through the opening into that cavity against the surrounding water in

which the medusa is floating. The necessary result of this action is that the animal

is forced through the water in an opposite direction from that in which the resistance

takes place. By a nice adjustment of the different bells, acting in concert or independ-

enth', almost any motion in any direction can be imparted to the Agahna. .lust

below the float on the nectosteni there is a small cluster of minute bu<ls in which can

be found nectocalices of all sizes and in all conditions of growth.

The attachment of the nectocalyx or swimming bell to the nectostem, not only

serves to move the animal from place to ]ilace, but also renders it possible for the

swinuning bell to receive its nourishment. Although the nectocalyx resembles very

closely a medusa, it is a medusa bell without a mouth or stomach. It is not cajjablc

of captiu'ing nourishment for itself, but is dependant upon others for that purjjosc.

Tlie nectocalyx has a system of tubes on its iinier bell walls which communicate with

the cavity of the nectostem by means of a sm.all vessel which lies in the peduncle by

which it is attached. Tln'ough this system of tubes the nutritive fluid is sujijilied to

the nectocalyx from a common receptacle, the cavity of the stem. In the largest
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specimens of Affcdma .vhich I luive studie.!, there ^ve>•e seventeen pairs of well-devel-

oped iiectooalices. . , <•
'

^i

Tlie appendages to the polypstem are somewhat different in character from those

of t!,e nectostem, and are of several kinds, differing in character, size, and shape. J he

iirst and most prominent of these are known as the covering scales. They are trans-

parent gelatinous bodies, and are found throughout the whole length of the polyp-

stem. Their shape is quadrangular or almost triangular, and they are united to the

axis by one anole. The upper and lower faces are flat, and the whole appendage has

Vthin leaf-like^1ppearance. Through its walls from the point of attachment to the

distal anole there runs a straight unbranched tube which communicates^ freely with

the cavity of the stem. The covering scales are easily detached, and are incapable of

voluntary motion. Their function seems to be to shield the structures which lie be-

neath them.
, ,

„,

Below the covering scales three kinds of bodies hang from the ].olypstem. They

are known as the polypites or feeding stomachs, tasters, and sexual bells. The polyp-

ites are the most conspicuous of these bodies. They have a flask-like shape, and are

united to the polypstem by one extremity, while the free end has a terminal ojiening

which is a mouth. The walls of the cavity of the ]wlypite are crossed longitudinally

by rows of cells which have been compared to a liver. In the cavities of the polypites

the half-di-ested food can be seen through the w.alls. The nutritive fluids formed

in these bodies are poured into the cayity of the .'ixis, there to be distributed

throuo-hout the different appendages of the animal. When indigestible substances, as

the hard parts of Crustacea, are taken into the stomach they are thrown off again

throu-h the mouth-opening. I haye never seen the polypites more than seventeen

in number, and they hang at regular intervals along the whole length of the polyp-

stem. . , .

One of the most prominent bodies next to the nectocalices and covering-scales in

the Amilma are the so-called tentacles, which hang from the base of the polypites,

and which when extended are very long. The tentacles of Ac/alma are long, highly

flexible, tubular filaments whose function is the capture of food. At times widely

extended their length is little less than that of the Affcdma axis itself. At other times

they are drawn up under the covering-scales at the base of the polypite, and have a

very diminutive size. Along their whole length they are dotted with crimson pendants

of minute size which are called the tentacular knobs. These will be found, on close

study, to be of a very complicated structure. Their true function is somewhat prob-

lematical, but they are supposed to assist in the capture of the food. In addition to

the well-developed tentacular knobs which dot the whole length of the tentacles,

there are many half-grown bodies of the same character clinging to the base of the

polypite.

Alternating with the polypites at intervals along the polypstem are found very

curious bodies called tasters, which have a close likeness to the flask-shaped feeding

zooids. These bodies are without a mouth-opening at their free extremity, while from

their base hangs a long, highly-contractile filament which is destitute of tentacular

knobs. The tasters have an internal cavity which is in free communication with that

of the axis of tlie animal. Various functions have been assigned to the tasters, but

none without objections seems yet to have been hit upon. Their usual position is in

clusters midway between the adjacent polypites. The term taster is somewhat mis-

leadino- for these bodies do not have gustatory functions.
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The sexual bells are of two kinds, male aud female, and both are found in grai>e-

like clusters, the male near tiie base of the tasters and the female near the polypites.

If we isolate one of the members of a eluster, we find that it has a bell-like shape, and
that the ova or spermatozoa are found on a proboscis witliin. Each bell hano's from
the cluster by a tender peduncle wiiich arises at its apex, and each female bell cdntaius

a sin^'le ovum.

The'urowth of the young Aijulma from the egg to the advdt is of a rather compli-

cated nature. When cast in the water the egg is a tiny, transparent sphere barely

visible to the naked eye. After fecundation, and obscure changes similar to a se"'-

mentation of the yolk, a slight protuberance arises at one jjole. This prominence is

formed of two layers between which, in a short time, a third layer is also formed.

The outer layer is the ectoderm, the middle the mesoderm, and the internal the endo-

dcrm. Between the endoderm and the remainder of the egg there is a cavity called

the primitive cavity. As the embryo grows older the elevation at one pole increases

in size, and the proportion in thickness of the middle layer, as compared with the

ec'toderm and endoderm, becomes very large, while the ectoderm becomes very

thin. The prominence has now assumed a helmet-like shape, and fits like a cap

<)\er the remnant of the yolk. The whole larva in this stage of growth is called the

primitive larva or ii'«3«a-stage, and the cap-shaped covering, the primitive scale.

The primitive scale is an embryonic oig'au which is lost in subsecpient development

of the larva.

Immediately after the primitive larva stage there is found to develop under the

Ijrimitive scale an air-bladder or float, which first ajjjjears as a little bud near the open-

ing into the primitive cavity, which has now taken the form of a tube in the primitive

scale lined with endoderm. At about the same time also there apjiears a covering-

scale of very different form from either the cap-like primitive scale or the covering-

scale of the adult Aijalma, which have already been described. The float i.s the

permanent float of the adult, while the second formed covering-scale, like that of the

first, is also embryonic and larval in character. The larva has now the following

parts : 1, The remnant of the yolk ; 2, a cap-shajjed covering-scale ; 3, a second em-

bryonic covering-scale, and 4, a float. As the larva grows older more covering-

scales like the second appear, and the beginnings of a tentacle and tentaculai- knobs

are seen at the adjacent end of the growing larva. At the same time the yolk

becomes elongated, and in its walls apjicar reticulated masses of red or crimson

pigment.

The tentacle first formed as well as its pendants, the embryonic tentacidar knobs,

are transient in character. They differ essentially from the adult knobs, and are

confined to this stage in the development of the larva. Meanwhile the primitive scale

is lost, and a circle of covering-scales of the second kind appears at the base of the

float. This larva is called the Athorybia larva from its remote resemblance to a related

adult genus called Athorybia. The appendages of this larva are : 1, a float ; 2, a crown

of embryonic covering-scales; 3, the remainder of the yolk-sac with an attached

tentacle and temjiorary pendants.

The next following larval condition of Af/alma is one in which the endjryonic

covering-scales have disappeared and new scales like those of the adult have formed.

Four well-developed nectocalices appear on a nectostem, and an adult polyinte bearing

the characteristic pendants of the adult has grown on the extremity of the short polyp-

stem. A remnant of the yolk-sac, however, still persists, and from it depends an embry-
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onio tentacle and its cliaracteristic side branches. The Physoijhora larva resembles

the adult in all jsarticulars, except size, and the ijresence of the last of temporary

organs later to disappear in the growth of

the At/alnia, viz., the embryonic tentacle.

Several other genera of Physophores are

so closely allied to Agalma that they are

placed in the same family. One of the most

interesting of these is the genus Affalmojisis,

whicli differs from Agcdma in its slighter

form and the intimate structure of its ten-

tacular knobs. Ilalisteiivna has also a pecu-

liar tentacular pendant which differs from

those of Agalma or Agalmojms. In the

adult knob of Agalma the following struc-

tures are found : 1, an involucrum ; 2, a sac-

culus ; 3, terminal filaments and vesicle. The

involucrum is a membranous sac which covers

tlie knob when the other parts are retracted.

The great mass of the knob is made up by

the sacculus, which is corkscrew-shaped and

dar-k crimson in color. At one extremity it

is fastened to the inner walls of the involu-

crum, the free end bearing two terminal fila-

ments and a vesicle. The various genera of

Agalmida; differ in the character of this knob.

Agalmopsis has a sacculus and involucrum, but no vesicle, and

only one terminal filament. JIalistemma, probably the type of

another family, has no involucrum, while it possesses a spirally-

coiled sacculus and a single terminal filament. The genus

Crystallodes has tentacular knobs like those of Agalma, and is

by some authors made a species of this genus. It differs, how-

ever, from Agalma in the rigid nature of the axis, in the shape

of the covering-scales, and in minor points in the anatomy of

the nectocalices.

The genus Stephanomia, a name which has been api)lied to

genera of Sii>honophora of widely different form, was given Ijy

the elder Milne-Edwards to a Physophore in which there are

many series of nectocalices appended to the nectostem. ^S*. con-

torta is one of the most beautiful and graceful of all the Siphono-

[jhores as by the combined movement of its many swimming-bells

it gaily swims along in the water. It is peculiar in this respect,

that the polypites are mounted on a long peduncle, which also

bears the covering-scales .and the tentacles. The tentacular knobs

resemble more closely those of IJalistemma than of Agalma. It

may be regarded as the tyjie of the family Foeskaliad.e.

One of the most beautiful genera of Piiysophoeice is the ^°'
—oa>noj>sispic

interesting animal known as P/ii/sophora, called in the dialect of the Messina fishermen,

" Boguetti." Physoplwra is remarkable in jDossessing no jiolypstem, but in place of this

Fig. 93. — Tentacular
knob of A(jatinopAis.

k ^,
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structure the axis is enlarged into a bag-like inflation. There is, liowever a well-

develoi^etl nectostem and two series of nectocalices as in Agalmu. Around the cir-

cumference of the inflation, which takes the jdace of the jiolypstem, the tasters with
their short, tentacular filaments are arranged side l>y side. The jiolviiites and sexual

f^
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minute tasters which wave about in the water with great freedom. The polyjv

stem also, instead of being covered throughout its wliole lengtli with covering-

FlG. 96. — Portion ot

scales, has these structures arranged at intervals and in clusters, each with tasters,

polypites, and sexual bodies.

Order II.— PNEUMATOPHOR^.
There are two genera of Siphonophora closely related to each other and to the

group of Physophorfe already studied, which are now looked uiJon as forming a group

by themselves. These genera include the well-known Portuguese Man-of-War or

fhysalia, often eri'oneously called by sailors the Nautilus, and a less common genus,

IiMz02)/ij/sa, one of the most bizarre forms of these animals.

Pliysalia is one of the most common of all the Siphonophora in tropical oceans.

The most conspicuous part of this animal, as it floats along on the surface of the water,

is an enlarged air-bladder, six or eight inches in length. On the upper side of this

float there is a raised crest colored by brilliant blues, yellows, and pinks. On the

under side of the same there hang a great variety of appendages of several kinds.

There are feeding-mouths or polypites, flask-shaped bodies resembling tasters with

long tentacles, which, as the animal floats in the water, extend far behind it in the

water as magnificent streamers, and grape-like clusters of sexual bodies. The PhysaUa
is wholly destitute of a tube-like axis, and as it floats on the surface of the water,

resembles more a bladder with richly variegated avails, than the tube-like forms which
we have already considered.

The closest relative to PIii/s<il!a, as far as anatomy goes, to wliirli aflinity also what
is known of their development adds additional evidence, is the strange genus Mhizo-

physa. Jihizojyhysa is a simple skeleton of a siphonophore. It is the axis of an
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Fig. 97. —PUysalk

Agalma stripped of all its appendages, except feeding polyps and sexual bodies. There

iis in it no distinction between nectostem and polypsteni, and no means of voluntary

motion. The float is particularly large

and has an apical opening through

which its contents communicate with

the surrounding water. The feeding

polyps hang from the stern at regular

intervals when extended, and midway
between them appear on the same axis

botryoidal clusters which are called the

sexual organs. Tentacles hang from

the bases of the polypites as in other

related siphonophores. The tentacular

knobs have, however, a highly charac-

teristic form which varies with different

species in number and general anatomy.

OiiDEit III.— DIPHY.E.

In all the genera thus far studied,

there is always a float at one extremity

of an axis when such was present. In

no case is a float missing, although often-

times it is functionally unimportant.

In none of the remaining Siphonophora,

on the other hand, is a float present.

These last medusse may conveniently

be divided into the Diphyaj, in which

tuguesB man-of-war, one-tifth there are one or two nectocalices, and
natural size.

, tt. t n > ,- • ^ ,

the Hippopodise, floatless torms m which

there are several or more than two swimming-bells.

One of the best marked families of the Diphyre is the Diphv-

iD,E, of which Diphyes is a tyjiical genus. This genus and most of

its relatives is smaller than the majority of those already studied,

and are easily distinguished from the former by the absence of a

float, and the presence of but two nectocalices. The two swim-

ming-bells which are possessed by Diplujes are of somewhat differ-

ent form. The anterior is conical in shape in order to facilitate

rajiid progression through the water, while the posterior which

lies behind it, seems to perfoi-ra the greater iiart of the work in
''

the progression of the medusa. As in Agaima, onward motion

is caused by the resistance of the water as it leaves tlie bells on the surrounding

nudiuni in which the animal swims. The motions of the nectocalices are spasmodic

and not long continued as in the Agahna and other Pliyso])horiB. The axis of

Diphyes hanging from the interval between the two bells, is a long, filamentous,

flexible structure not unlike that of Agaima. It is highly contractile, and has a cavity

throughout its entire length. The polypites arise at intervals along the length of the

stem, and are in no resjiect peculiar. Each polypite bears a tentacle and tentacular
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knobs, or pendant side-branches. At the j)oint of attachment of tlie iiolypite to the

axis, we also iind a transparent bell-shaped covering-scale and a cluster of sexual bells

with eggs and spermatozoa.

Each cluster of bodies near

a jiolypitc ultimately sepa-

rates from its attachment to

the Diphijes axis, lives in-

dependently, and is called ^f"
a diphyizooid.

There are several families

related to the Diphyidfe

which might be mentioned.

They differ from it in the

character, size, and general

anatomy of the two necto-

calices. One of the most

marked of these is Praya,

a solitary genns composing a

family called the Peayid.e.

In Praya there are two

ncctocalices 'which are of

about equal size, and have a

rounded or semi-ovate form.

The bell walls are not as

rigid as those of Diphyes.,

and (heir motion less spas-

modic. The axis is very

long and flexible, and the

polypites, found at intervals

along its length, are pro-

tected by a helmet-shajK'd

covering - scale, beneath ^ ^X~V^
which are found clusters of

sexual bells mounted on

short peduncles. The
genus is one of the most ^^^\-,^ '^'

striking of the many beau-

tiful genera which charac-

terize the Sijihonophore

fauna of the Mediterranean

Sea. I have also observed

a fragment of a large Praya
near Fort Jefferson, Tprtugas, Florida.

The fourth of the large groups into which the true Sijihonophora may be divided

is called the Hippopodije from a genus sometimes called Hippopodms, which has a

highly characteristic and peculiar structure. Gleba (Jlippopodius) is in most respects

related to the Diphyse, but unlike them has more than two ncctocalices. There is no
float and no extended axis with individuals found at intervals in its length. No polyp-

FlG. 00. — Diplii/e,

Fig. 100. — Praija.
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stem is developccl, aiul the neetostem has little in common with that of Ajdlma. The
ncc-tocalices are of characteristic shape and different from those of any other siphono-

])hore. Each bell has the shape of a horse's hoof,

and has a very shallow cavity and rigid walls. As
far as yet known the lIi])i>opodia! have no diphyi-

zooids snch as exist in several genera of the Dijiliyie.

OiiDKU IV. — DISCOIDE.E.

Among the many interesting forms of Medusie

related to, and by most naturalists included in the

Sijihonophora, are two beautiful genera called ^'cMla

and Porpita. These, with a genus Matafla, which is probably the joung of one or

the other, make up a group called the Discoideai.

Velella has borne the name which designates its most strikino- peculiaritv since the

middle of the fifteenth century, on account, perhaps, of a somewhat fanciful likeness

to a little sail. It is commonly called in Florida, where it is sometimes very abundant,

the "float," and is likewise commonly confounded with the P%.s«//(r or Portuguese
man-of-war. The body or disk of Velella has an oblong sliajie, flattened u]ion its

Fig. lul.— lijpLj

Upper and lower sides. The float is composed of a number of Cdncentrie comjiart-

nients in free communication with each otlier, seven of which o]ien externally in a line

extending diametrically across the disk. In the whole diametei- there are fcmrtcen

such openings, seven in each radius.

A triangular sail rises on the ujjper side of the Velella disk and extends diagonally

across its surface. It is firmly joined to the upper plate of the float. Over the trian-

gular sail as well as the float, there is stretched a thin, blue-colored membrane, which is

<c>ntinued into a variegated soft rim along its border and around the rim of the float.

In our most common American Velella, which often reaches a length of four or five

inches, the portion of the rim of this membrane around the disk is entire; in some

species, however, it is continued into elongated a])i)endages.

The most imjwrtant appendages are found on the under side of the Velella disk



108 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

which is commonly submerged as the animal floats on the surface of the water. Of
these perhajjs the most prominent is a centrally placed body which hangs downward
below the remaining appendages, and is open at its unattached extremity. Tins

structure is the feeding-mouth or polypite, and is single in both Yelella and Porpita.

In the zone just surrounding the polyjjite we find a large number of small apiaendages,

each of which has a thread-like shajie Itearing along its sides a number of little trans-

jiarent buds in all conditions of growth. Each of these little bodies ultimately sepa-

rates from its attachment, and in the form of a minute jelly-fish, not larger than a pin-

head, swims about endowed with independent powers of life for a considerable length

of time. The medusa which has thus separated is known as a Chrysomitra. Surround-

ing the bodies last mentioned on the lower surface of Veldla, there is a circle of

feelers of bluish color which are commonly in constant motion. One of the most

prominent superficial differences between Porpita and Velella is the total absence of

a triangular sail in the former genus. They are commonly found associated together,

and often accompanied by a third jelly-fish allied to both, called Pataria.

Class IY.— CTENOPHOEA.
The highest of the jelly-fishes, both on embryological and anatomical grounds, are

known as the Ctenophora. la these animals that characteristic of higher forms of life

known as bilateral symmetry appears for the first time. An obscure symmetry which

has been called by some naturalists bilateral, appears among the Siphonophora, and

even in the Hydroidea. In the Ctenophora, however-, it is more plainly indicated than

in either of these groups.

One of the earliest mentions wliich we have of the ctenophorous medusre we owe
to Martens. Freiderich Martens was a ship's physician or a ship's barber, as he styles

himself, who accompanied Captain Scoresby in a voyage of exploration into the Polar

Seas. He first found one of these beautiful medusa3 in the neighborhood of the island

of Spitzbergen. Eschscholtz was the first to recognize the common likenesses between

the different members of the group, and gave to them the name of Ctenojihora or

comb-bearing medusie.

The Ctenophora take their name, as he first pointed out, from the existence on the

external body walls of eight rows of vibratile ])lates called combs. These combs are

arranged in such a way that in flapping they strike upon the water, and by their mo-
tion the jelly-fisli is dri\-en along through the water. We find here for the first time

since our studies of the Ccelenterata began, a large grouji of animals where movement
in the water is produced both by special locomotive organs and Cdutractions of the

body.

The varieties in form in the l)odics of (lifferent Ctenophora is very great. In some
genera they appear as long ribbon or belt-like creatures which mo\-e through the water

with serpentine movements, in others as transjaarent caps or globular gelatinous masses

over which the rows of combs shine with most lovely iridescent coloi-s. No greater

variety of more beautiful genera is to be found anywhere among the meibiSc'e.

Cestus, called also the Venus Girdle, is perhaps the most striking genus of the

Ctenophora. Its shape departs the most widely of all the Ctenophora irom that of the

medusoid types. In Cestus the body of the jelly-fish has a girdle or belt-like form, and
is moved more by the contractions of the body than by the rows of combs which fi-inge

its edges. The animal is very transparent and extremely tender, so that it is with the
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greatest difficulty taken from the water without breaking. Its motion through the

water is a graceful undulation to which body contractions and vibrations of tlie combs

contribute.

The mouth of Cestus is situated midway in its length between the two extremities

of the belt-like body. On eitlier side of it tliere hangs a single short tentacle which

jji'otrudes from a tentacular sac. OpjDOsite the mouth there is a sense-body, or otocyst

as it is commonly called, in which is situated a compound otolith. The rows of combs

upon the external surface of the body of Cestus are not as conspicuous as in some

otlier genera, but the course of their lines can be easily traced. The enormous expan-

sion of the two lateral lobes of the body which give a girdle-like form, impart to the

rows of combs which lie in these regions an extraordinary development as compared with

tliose which lie in the intermediate regions or on tlie flattened sides of the body. Tlie

adult Cestus reaches a length of from two to three feet, and is one of tlie largest as

well as most beautiful ctenophores of the INIediterranean. There is scarct'ly any color

in its body walls.

Of the many genera of medusa! closely or remotely allied to Cestus, one of the

most interesting and least known is a genus called Oci/roe from the Gulf of Mexico

and the Caribbean Sea. This genus, like many other ctenophores, and especially like

Cestus, is very transparent, and has on the external body-surface, eight rows of vibra-

tile combs, the lines of which converge at a point near that pole of the animal in which

:i sense-organ is situated. One of the most extraordinary things about Oci/roe is the

great development of two opposite sides of the body into wings. In Cestus the oppo-

site sides of the body are so develojsed that a band or belt-like form is given to the
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animal, but in Ocyroe these lateral develoisments take on the form of wings or similar

bodies. Cestiis moves through the water by a slight undulation of the body, while

Ocyroe does the same by a flapping movement of its greatly developed lateral lobes,

and by their beating upon the surrounding water. When Ocyroe is at rest, the lateral

wings are widely extended, giving to the animal a remote likeness to Cesttts. When,

however, motion is attempted, the lobes are raised above the horizontally extended

position whicli they occupy at rest, and then violently swung downward, passing

through almost 180°. This flapping of the two wings in concert is continued several

times, and in that way the animal is propelled through the water. The function of

the rows of combs in the movements of the medusa is secondary to the flapping move-

ments of the lateral wings.

The body of Ocyroe, from two sides of which the wings arise, is of oblong, oval

shape, with a mouth at one pole, and a cluster of otoliths in an otocyst at the opjiosite.

There is no vestige of tentacular appendages near the mouth, and the lips are undi-

vided, smooth, and highly flexible. Ocyroe thus far has been taken only from the

waters of tropical America.

In colder latitudes as on our New England coast, we have a beautiful ctenophore

called Jiolina, and another very closely allied genus known as Mueniio2}sis. These

medusfe are in many respects most closely allied to Ocyroe, or rather Ocyroe seems an

aberrant form of these more northern jelly-fishes. Although the same lateral lolies

exist in both genera, their importance in Bolina, as far as movement is concerned, is

much less than in Ocyroe. They are also seldom or never carried extended horizon-

tally at right angles to the body, as in the curious genus Ocyroe. Holiria is one of the

most transparent of the comb-bearing medusie. The body is very gelatinous and

highly phosjjliorescent. The sides of the body are developed into two larger lappets or

lobes which are carried or hang vertically instead of horizontally. On account of the

contractile powers of the body walls, Molina can vary its outlines very considerably ; as

a rule, however, when the body is seen from the side, it has an oval or elongated form.

Eight rows of vibratile combs contribute to the jiropulsion of the medusa through the

water. These lie upon the external surface of the body, and arising from the pole

opposite the mouth-opening, extend to the more distal edge of the lateral expansions

to the vicinity of the mouth. From the great development of the lateral lobes, the

four lines of vibratile condjs which cross these bodies are much longer than those

which lie on the body regions between them. Two tentacles are found hanging from

the sides of the body of Boluia. These tentacles are of diminutive size in the adult,

and are remnants of structures which in early conditions of growth were very much
more developed.
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Four other curious appendages called auricles are found on tlie sides of the body

in the grooves which lie on opposite ends of a horizontal diameter of the body, and

which are enclosed by the edges of the lateral lobes. These auricles are simjily exten-

sions of the body walls on the sides of the mouth, and their edges are skirted by vibra-

tile plates somewhat like those found on the exterior of the body in the lines mentioned

above.

The stomach and chyme tubes, vessels analogous to veins and arteries, in UoUna
do not differ greatly from the same structures in other Cteno])hora, but are highly

characteristic as compared with similar bodies in other medusje. The mouth of Jiolina

is a narrow, elongated slit, opening with a correspondingly flattened receptacle called

a stomach. Fi-om the end of this stomach opposite the mouth, there arises a number

of vessels which pass to various regions of tlie body. One of the most imi)ortant of

these is continued directly to the aboral pole of the medusa, and is known as the fun-

nel. Of the others, four, after a bifurcation, pass to the vicinity of the rows of combs,

and following a meridional course, eventually join each other in pairs near the oppo-

site pole of the jelly-fish from the sense-body or in the Interal lobes. There are two

tubes which originate from the base of the funnel and extend along the sides of the

body to the tentacles which from their characteristic course have always attracted

attention. Their function seems to be to convey the nourishing fluid to the tentacles

into which they eventually open.

There are several genera of ctenophorous medusa? allied to Bolina. One of the

most pompous of these, as well as the largest of the comb-bearing jelly-fishes, with

enlarged lateral lappets is a genus called Chiaja. This genus is remarkable in many
particulars, but more especially in the great length of the auricles which appear as

long, filament-like tentacles, and the very complicated course

of their chymiferous tubes.

Many classifications have been made of the Ctenophora, but

as yet all are open to objections of some kind. One of the last

suggestions with this subject in view emjiliasizes tlie presence or

absence of the tentacles. By this classification we would have

the Ctenophora divided into the Tentaculata and the Nuda,

accordingly as tentacles exist or are wanting. In the genera

which we have already considered, witli the exception of Ocyroe,

well-developed tentacles are found either in the larval or adult

condition.

Probably the best example, however, which might be men-

tioned of a tentaculated ctenophore is the genus (Ujd'qype oi-

Pleu-robrachia. There are often in our New England bays and

harbors, after a southeasterly wind, a nmnber— myriads at times

— of little transparent gyrating spheres, not larger than a com-

mon marble. These little gelatinous spheres move through the

water with a great variety of motion, and seldom change in any

Fig. 103. — phurohraciUa important particulars the regular siiherical form of their bodies
rho(fn(Iactt/la ; onlv a ^ ^

, . ". „ , ,, ^. ,
portion of the ten- in the manner characteristic of the genera of Ctenophora to

"
°"^"'

which we have referred. When the cau.sc of this variety in

motion is sought out, it will be found th.at on the surface of the body there are a num-

ber of iridescent lines extending from one pole to another, and that each of these lines

is formed of a number of minute comb-like bodies such as exist in other Ctenophora.
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It is by the strokes of these bodies on the suiTounding water that the jolly-fish is

moved about from place to place.

The tentacles of Pleurobradiia, oftentimes almost wholly inconspicuous they are so

securely packed in little lateral pockets on either hemisphere of the medusa, are most

important structures in the economies of this beautiful medusa. It often happens,

when the jelly-fish is at jest, that the tentacles are extended from their pockets,

stretching far outside of this receptacle. Their length when extended in this way is

so great that it seems imjiossible that they can be retracted into the tentacular pockets.

The tentacles are two in number, each tentacle bearing a large number of side branches

of brownish coloi", and in the movements of the medusa are often thrown into the most

fantastic shapes.

The Ctenophora Nuda, or those cteno]ihores which are destitute of tentacles, are

represented by a very beautiful medusa called lieroe. This is perhaps one of the most

remarkable jelly-fish which we have yet considered, although it is without doubt one

of the lowest in its organization. The form of the body of this animal is that of a cap

or rounded sac of very sim]>le structure.

If we closely consider the structure of this animal it will be noticed that, extending

longitudinally across the outside surface of the body, there are eight rows of combs as

in the other Ctenophora. At the pole of the body there is a sense-body in a similar

position to that of the sense-body of other genera. The whole interior of the body

serves as a stomach, and into it there o])ens a mouth of very great size. The stomach

will often be found gorged with food, and the animal swollen to double its natural

size by the mass of food collected in this organ. This animal is indeed one of the most

ravenous genera of raedusK. There are no tentacles in the genus Beroe and no sign

of tentacular sacs. The chymiferous tubes have a very simple course in the walls of

the body, extending fi'om common origin to the vicinity of the mouth in an almost

direct course with, however, many side branches. The color of our common lieroe is

a delicate pink.

Class II.— ACTINOZOA.
Much discussion, happily now for the most part of the past, hangs about our knowl-

edge of the nature of the Actinozoa or corals. Their relationship to animals was first

recognized by Peysonelle, who records his observations in the quaint language of a

former century. The word Actinozoa, of comparatively modern date, has an almost

exact equivalent in the older term Zoophyte, and refers to a great variety of animals

fixed to the ground like plants, and possessing in common with them certain superficial

resemblances. They all have remote likenesses to a jtlant or flower, with which for a

long time in the history of science they were confounded. It includes the great families

of reef-building corals, and has an added interest on account of the many questions which

suggest themselves in relation to the method of formation of coral reefs and coral islands.

In the general structure of their bodies the Actinozoa differ somewhat from the Hydrozoa,

but the difference is not of such great importance as to call for a wide separation in a

scheme of classification of the two. The differences would appear at first sight very

great. Nothing for instance could seem more different than the soft, gelatinous body of

the medusa and the stony mass of a coral, and yet this difference has no homological

meaning, and as far as general structure is concerned the two are identical. In the

medusae the body is so filmy and transjiarent that it is often wholly invisible as the
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animal swims in the water, and the sense of touch is necessary to sujiplement that of

sight in order to know where the animal is. In stony corals on the otlier hand we find

secreted in the animal tissues a very liard, cal-

careous substance wliich forms a skeleton, and,

when the secretions of a number of individuals

are united, an axis or head ujjon which the corals

build or secrete their skeletons. When we view

a white branch of coral we see nothing of the

animal save its dried and bleached skeleton,

from which most of the organic nature has dis-

a]ij)eared. If we could go to the tropics and

study the medusre and corals alive many points

of Hkeness might be traced in their general

structure.

We are accustomed to associate with all

animals a certain amount of motion from place

to jihice in the medium in which they live. In

tlie Aetinozoa, however, we find very few of the

adults endowed with locomotive powers, and

all, as a general thing, are fixed to some foreign

liody. Tlie solid carbonate of lime which the

majority of the corals secrete in their tissues is,

in resjiect to its method of formation, identical

with all secretions in animal bodies. It is not

the work of the coral any more tliaii the sliell

of the clam or tlie covering of the lobster is tlie

work of the animals which they enclose and

jirotect. It is an internal or external formation

by secretion, and as a consequence coral animals

are not mechanical builders any more than any

other animal can be called the mechanical con-

structor of its shell or skeleton. Many of the

Aetinozoa have no power of secreting hard

matter in the form of a skeleton, and the bodies

of such have a soft, gelatinous character, while

in their tissues, as in those of the medusas, a large 25roportion of water is found. The
solid secretions of coral animals, commonly known as coral, is sometimes erroneously

supposed to harden on exposure to the air. This opinion is jirobably well founded as

far as coral rock, a chemical joroduct of the cementation of coral sand in a way to be

explained, is concerned, but is wrong as regards the coral in the form secreted by the

animal. Although it ap]iears to harden by the loss of animal matter, the skeleton

itself changes but very slightly, if at all, in its hai-dness after the death of the animal

from wliich it came.

The genus Actinia, a soft-bodied Actinozoan which has not the power of secreting

carbonate of lime, is for various reasons the one commonly taken to illustrate the

anatomy and characteristics of the gro^ip. Actinia, found in almost all seas in the

temperate as well as torrid zones, is represented by a large number of species, the ma-

jority of which are of comiiaratively large size. The Sea-Anemone, Metridium
VOL. I. — 8

fi

i^^fe*

Fig. lOii. — JJoHoxt: Lii^i lialoyoiioiil polyp.
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maryinatum, our New England Actinia, has been chosen to illustrate certain of the

important general features in the anatomy of the group.

Metridium is common almost everywhere on the New England coast in sheltered

pools left by the tides, on spiles of bridges, and on rocks near low-water mark. Under

the name of sea-anemone it is known to collectors of marine curiosities as the common
zoophyte from Eastport to New York. In no place have I seen the species larger than

on the spiles of Beverly Bridge and at Nahant, but equally giant specimens have

probably been taken from other localities. The diameter of the largest 3Ietridium

found in the former locality measured, when expanded with water in its tissues, a little

over ten inches in diameter. Forms of Actinaria allied to Metridium from the Florida

Keys and Bermuda attain a gigantic size, often fifteen to eighteen inches in diameter.

When the Actinia is seen from one side it will be found to have a cylindrical body

firmly fixed at one end to some foreign object, and bearing at its free end a circle of

tentacles surrounding a central mouth. Tlie tentacles are thickly set together, are

very movable, and when the animal is alarmed are quickly drawn to the bod)-. The

whole bod_v and the tentacles are very much inflated with water, which at the will of

the animal can be expelled from the body through the mouth, the body walls, and the

tips of the tentacles, where there are small orifices. When inflated with water the

body and its appendages are all expanded, but when this water is expelled the animal

shrinks to a shapeless lumji, the tentacles are drawn back, and there is little resem-

blance to its former condition.

The internal structure of Metridium is of a character typical for most of the Acti-

nozoa. If we make a horizontal section thiwgh the body about one-half the distance

between its attached and free extremities the cross-section thus made will present

the following characters. In the centre lies a cavitj-, the stomach, whose wall is

held in position by radiating partitions passing from it to the outer walls of the

body. Intel-mediate between these partitions there are radiating walls or septa which

arise from the outer body walls but do not extend to those of the stomach. The body

walls from which these partitions all arise are, as a general thing, thicker than those

forming the partitions, and in their sides there are openings through which the water

at times leaves the body cavity.

The method by which the Metridium feeds is very simple. The food captured by
the tentacles when the anemone is expanded is passed from one member to another

through the mouth into the stomach. Here digestion takes place, and after the soft

portions have been digested the harder parts, skeletons, sliells, and the like, are thrown

off again through the mouth by which they entered the stomach. The fluid passes-

from the stomach through an opening opposite the mouth into the body cavity, bath-

ing the interior of all the organs which lie in that place.

Special organs of respiration are not unknown among genera of Actinaria allied to

3Ietridium, but in this genus probably the whole external and internal surfaces of the

body contribute their part in the performance of this function. In Metridium special

organs of sensation are of a very low grade of organization and of the simjilest kind,

as would naturally be expected from the attached life of the animal.

Reproduction among the Actinozoa presents some of the most interesting features

connected with these animals, and in the case of the coral colonies in which the reef-

builders live, is the most important factor in the determination of the ultimate form.

Three kinds of reproduction, which are known as generation by fission, by gem-
mation, and by the laying of eggs, or ovarian, occur in the Actinozoa. The first two
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methods are asexual in their character, the last sexual. In reproduction by a fission

we find a simple voluntary self-division of a single individual into two or more second-

ary animals. In many reef-building corals this method of increase is most natural in

order to increase the size and style of growth of a colony of these animals. Anions
the solitary forms like Metridium it is seldom found. A second mode of increase

a reproduction by gemmation or budding, is much more common than that of fission

and is found in the solitary as well as the communal forms of Actinozoa. In the

formation of a bud we have a very simple method of reproduction. In such a case

there simply appears on one side of the base of the body, or, as in some genera,

wi the disk surrounding the mouth, a small protuberance, which is a simple elevation

of the body walls. From this simple beginning of a bud we pass to a more developed

condition in which the protuberance has become a small coral animal attached to the

hicaj sea aueuioiie.

parent at one extremity which is its base, and with a free extremity furnished with a

mouth surjounded liy a circle of tentacles in most respects identical with those of the

mother. The bud from the parent has every resemblance to the parent, and can live

independently although still attached, and drawing nourishment in part from her

through the base of attachment.

All the Actinozoa reproduce by means of eggs. The ova pass througli the condition

iif a ciliated planula which is free-swimming and sometimes parasitic in its youth.

I'henomena similar to those of alternation of generations have been found in some

genera, but as a rule the development is direct from the egg to the adidt. Special

features in the develo]iment of individual genera will be touched upon as we continue

our account of these animals.

The Actinozoa are commonly divided into two great groups, easily distinguished

from each other, and known as the Actinoida or Zoantharia, and Ilalcj'onoida or Alcy-

onaria, which includes, roughly speaking, the reef-builders in the first instance and
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the "seorfons," "sea-pens," and their allies in the second. Anatomically, the two
groups are distinguished, in part, as follows : In the Actiuoid corals we iind a large

number of internal radial septa and numerous external tentacula about the mouth.

When the number of these organs is small tliey are generally in multiples of six, and

in most instances there are no lateral appendages to the tentacles. When hard matter

is secreted in the tissues it is commonly in the form of carbonate of lime. The second

great group of Actinozoa, called the Halcyonoida, differs from the former in the

possession of eight, or a multijjle of eight, tentacles and body septa, while the former

almost universally bear side branches and appendages. In those genera where a

skeleton exists it is tough and elastic, oftentimes of very great hardness, as in the

genus Jsis and the well-known oi-namental coral of commerce.

Okdek I.— ZOANTHARIA.

The so-called Actinaria, which are referred to the Actinoid corals, include a large

number of interesting genera. As a general thing, these genera are solitary in their

mode of life, and often reach a great size. One of the best known genera of the

Actinaria is the genus Metiidium, of which we have already sjioken.

Many of the Actinaria are either

fi'ee-swimming in their adult form, are

parasitic, or live with their bodies par-

tially hidden in the sand ; still others

are attached to the ground. They do

not, as a rule, secrete a calcareous or

horny skeleton, and their bodies are

Tisuallj' very soft, without even the

needle-like spicules which occur in

the soft forms of the Halcyonoida.

One of the most interesting of the

Actinaria is the genus Edwardsia,

which is not attached to the ground,

but lives in the sand in its adult form,

wliile in younger conditions it is free-

swimming, even after the tentacles

have reached a considerable size. The

young Edicardsia was at first mis-

taken for the adult condition of an

Actinoid coral, and was described

under the name of Arachnactis.

Later, however, it was shown to be

simply the free-moving young of the

genus Edwardsia. Peachia, another

genus of Actinaria, is parasitic in the

mouth-folds of the discophorous jelly-

fish, Cr/anea.

The Zoantharia, which are reef-

building corals, are closely related to the Actinaria, and although generally found

in colonies, are sometimes solitary in their habits of life. One of the most nearly
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related to the Actinaria of all the Actiiioids -which secrete lime is a beautiful

genus, M'hich bears the highly suggestive name of Fungia. It is the largest of
tlie solitary lime-secreting corals, and often reaches a diameter of from six to
eight inches. It is disk-shaped, with a large number of radiating partitions, or
sejita, which extend from the centre of the disk to a j)eriphery not bounded by a
vertical wall. The tentacles are not placed in a circle around the perijihery of

tlie disk, but are found irregularly disposed over its whole upper surface. Fungia,
in its adult condition, is not attached to the ground, but lies in the coral lagoons in

ratlicr sheltered ]>laces. In tlie younger stages, however, of its develojiment it is a

fixed form, aiul passes, according to Semper, through a larval condition com])arable

to the strobila of the Discophora, exhibiting a true alternation of generation. Repro-
duction also takes place in Fungia by fission and gemmation. The larger species

of the genus are found in the Pacific and Indian oceans. A small species, Fungia
si/mmetrica, was dredged by Pourtales, and afterwards by Mr. Agassiz in the "Blake,"

in the depths of the Straits of Florida and the Caribbean Sea.

There are several very fragile compound corals which in their young conditions

resemble Fungia, and which on that account naturally come in the neighborhood of

this genus. One of these, called Mgcedium, is one of the most common corals in

the sheltered lagoons of the Bermudas and along the Florida reefs. Mgcedium
fragile, called in the Bermudas the Shield Coral, has a thin, fragile disk, easily broken,

which hangs to the submarine cliffs a little below low-water mark. This disk has

a chocolate-brown color, which bleaches, as do most coral skeletons, into a beautiful

white. Upon the upper side of the disk we find two kinds of coral animals. One
of these is centrally placed, and is the mother of the colony, or the parent from
which the others have formed by a budding. The remaining individuals are smaller

than the central, around which they are arranged in concentric circles, which increase

in number with the diameter of the disk upon which they are formed. It will, there-

fore, be seen that we have in Mgcedium two kinds of individuals, a single, large

central animal, which is the oldest in the colony, and many smaller, which it may
at once be said are formed by budding from the original. Nothing is yet known
of a reproduction in Mgcedium by self-division or by the deposition of ova, although

there is every reason to suspect that both of these methods of formation of new
colonies really exist.

One of the most common genera of Actinoid corals is called Madreporu. Although

rarely, if ever, found as far north as the Bermuda gi-oup of islands, it is one of the

most common of the reef-builders, and especially near the western termhiation of the

Florida Keys it forms great banks miles in extent, whose ujjper surface rises to within

a few inches of the low-water level.

One of the most abundant species of Madrepore is M. cerviconiis, a branching

species, which sometimes attains a large size. The difiiculty of comprehending the

structure of Madreporu comes from the fact that in each branch of one of the dendritic

species, as cervicornis, we have a large number of different individuals arising from a

common axis. If we take a terminal fragment of such a branch,,we can see that its

very tip is formed by a small rounded body of calcareous nature, in the interior

of which there are radiating partitions jiassing from centre to circumference, as in the

genus Fungia. The jieripheral ends of all these septa are bounded by a calcareous

wall connecting them all, which is absent in the last-named genus. If we study care-

fully the slight excrescences upon the sides of the branch, we find that although
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smaller there they have iu all important respects a similar structure to the terminal

individual.

The branch of Madrepore, when alive, presents an

altogether dili'erent appearance from that which the

bleached skeleton has. By carefully studying the soft

jiortions of a growing coral of this genus, it will be

noticed that the terminal and lateral individuals have

the general appearance, as far as their soft tissues are

concerned, of a minute sea-anemone or a typical Acti-

nozoan. Each individual lias a brownish, cylindrical

body, composed for the most part of watei', with a

central stomach, into which opens a mouth at the free

end of the animal.

In the species which we are now considering, the

less conspicuous bodies, which arise from all sides of

the calcareous branch upon wliich they are formed,

originate as buds from the base of the terminal indi-

vidual. In order to understand the relationships

between the large terminal and the smaller lateral

individu.als, both of -which form a colony in the branch

of a Madrepore, we must regard the former as a parent

form from which all the lateral have budded, and of

which they are the yoxnig. Suppose that we go back

in the development of the branch to a time when there

was but one individual where now we find a branch

with the colony clinging to its sides. At that time

there w^ould be formed a small, single individual, bear-

ing every likeness to that which is now terminally situated on the branch. As growth

goes on from that early condition, buds arise one after another from its base and sides

in a manner identical with that wiiich we tind in

the genus 3fetridium^ which we have already

described. As the coral with its attached bud
at the base grows, there is deposited near its

attachment a larger amount of lime than is nec-

essary, so that in fact the processes of life are

impeded by the surplus of solid matter in the

tissues. The result is that the lower part of

tlic animal becomes dead matter, while at the

same time the soft portion of the same is grow-

ing upward, and is rising above the solid matter,

now too much solidified to allow vital processes

to go on in that portion of tlie Madrepore. The
original animal, however, still lives, and its place

is not wholly taken by the buds which earlier

in its history formed upon it. A surplus of solid deposition in the walls of the base
of the bud cements it firmly to the parent, wliile from the live part of the original

polyp, now sliglitly elevated above the plane in which it formerly was, there forms a

second bud, a third, a fourth, and so on. A rejietition of the formation of too much

Fig. \0<3.—iLiilr,ju
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lime for vital functions takes place continually, and with equal pace the live portion of

the original individual mounts higher and higher until a branch, similar to that with
wliich we started, is eventually formed. It can thus be seen that there is in the
In-anch of coral a larger individual, which is the original polyp with which the
colony starts its growth, and smaller individuals, or lateral buds, wliich have fi-om time
to time, as the first polyp grows, budded out on its base and sides. When, as often
liajtpens, a lateral branch is protruded from the sides of another branch, we simply
have a bud which partakes of the character of the larger individuals rather than its

neighboring lateral buds. It grows by the same laws as the branch from which it

originates, and as in the first, so in this, small lateral buds which resemljle those on the
jiarent branch are freely formed u])on it.

A second species of Madrepora, although departing widely in general form from
the first, is closely allied to it in generic characters. This species is known as pal-

mata, and instead of a branching habit, occurs in flat, inassixu slal)s, on the u])])er

surface of which the different individuals are irregularly distributed. Blocks of such

fragments generally grow at greater de])ths than M. ceruicornis, and when water-

worn form tlie so-called coral boulders whicli make the foundations upon which the

reef rests. They play no small jiart, by their solidity, in the successful resistance of

these islands to the encroachments of the sea.

Some of the njost massive genera of Actinoid corals are those known as the

"brain-corals," or "brain-stones." There are several genera which are commonly
confounded in this nomenclature, and all such have many similar anatomical peculiari-

ties. The genus Diploria assumes a hemispherical shape, varying in size from a few

inches to several feet in diameter. Its external surface is covered

with serpentine furrows, which recall vividly the convolutions of

the brain, and probably suggested the name of brain-stones for

these corals. Over the curved surface of a live brain-stone is

stretched the soft organic parts of the coral, while in the super-

ficial furrows lie the stomachs, which have a similar serpentine

form to the convolutions in which they lie. Upon the surface

of the brain-stone, arranged in lines, are found rows of mouths,

each opening into that stomach or part of the stomach which lies

just beneath them.

Another genus allied to Meaiuhina and Dipiloria is known as Manicina. This

genus is not commonly as large as either of the former, and does not have the brain-

like shape. Its upper surface, however, has the same furrows as the genera above

Fir,. 11.1.— Three
mouths of IMi-
astraa, eularged.
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. m.—Jstnia pallida.

mentioned, in which lies the stomach. 3Ianicina is commouly found on the floor of

a coral lagoon, but is not attached to the bottom. Here also belongs the genus

IMiasti-(ea.

Several other genera of Actinoida assume, in the manner of their growth, the shape

of hemisj)herical heads, .although

they do not have a convoluted

surface like the true brain corals.

One of the best examples of these

is Astrcea, a coral in which the

colony has a globular form, but

without superficial canals. The
different coral individuals in

Astnea are ])laced side by side

over the whole surface without

1 icing arranged in lines, while

c\ery individual is externally

almost wholly distinct from

every other in the colony. The

mode by which animals of this genus reproduce their kind, and increase the size of

the community is by simple self-division or fission. When the single individuals, by

their growth, exceed a certain size, they spontaneously divide into two similar well-

formed smaller individuals.

The only Actinoid coral which secretes a stony base found in New England waters

is a beautiful little genus known as Astrcmgia,

which occurs in small patches in the crannies

and clefts in the cliffs along the southern shore

of New England. At Newport, R. I., on the

most southern point of the island, there are sev-

eral localities where beautiful colonies of these

animals are found. This is, however, but one

of many localities which might be mentioned.

The calcareous base which the Astrangia se-

cretes is inconsiderable in size, .and forms only

a slight crust on the surface of the rocks.

It builds no considerable reefs or coral de-

posits of iiny size. The animal itself is one

of the most delicate and beautiful of all the reef-building corals.

No living genus of corals better illustrates the formation of new individuals by self-

division than that known as Mussa. Here we generally have a limited number of

individuals, never branching, but attached to each other at their bases. Almost every

fragment of one of these corals shows individuals with evidence of a self-division,

either just beginning, partially formed, or wholly completed. In the parent individual

before any sign of division begins, the upper extremity or distal end is of circular form

and the coral itself has an irregular trumpet-like form, fastened by the smaller end to

some foi-eign object. The first sign of ch.ange in the original llussa pre]iaratory to a

fission, is the elong.ation of the disk-like shape or a lengthening of its axis, by which

the two opposite sides closely approach each other. This growth ultimately leads to

a condition in which the two opposite sides approach, and the disk of the coral is

Fig. 115.— Abtiangia dance.
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divided iuto two individuals, both of which have a common stomach and a common
basal attachment. The complete fission or division of the original individual into two
is accomplished in the last stage, which is one in which we have the same common
base of attachment, bearing at its top two perfect individuals, which have resulted from

the self-division of the single animal with which we started.

Order II.— HALCYONOIDA.-
The second large group of Actinozoa is called the Alcyonoida or Halcj'onoida from

the genus Ilalcyonhim, supposed to be the nest of the "Halcyon" or king-fisher

of the Greek fables. To this division belong the " sea-fans " and " sea-whiiis,"

so-called, and many others, some of which are widely aberrant in general char-

acters. So different in structure from the typical " sea-fans," are many of the genera

now thrown among the Ilalcyonoids, that they are probably destined later, when a

more perfect classification is made known, to be the nuclei of new groups of equal

rank.

The colonies of Halcyonoids have commonly a branching form, arc flattened in fan-

like shapes or extended into long, flexible whips. In Tuhipora., or the organ-pipe coral,

we have the hard parts tubular in shape. The amount of dejtosition of solid matter in

their tissues varies considerably. In certain genera all hard inorganic depositions are

wanting, and the body is soft and without skeleton. In still others, secretions in the

form of spicules are well devclojied.

Of those which have a hard skele-

ton, we find all degrees of hard-

ness, from a simple horn-like axis

of the " sea-whips," to the extreme

hardness of the ornamental coral

of commerce.

In the classification of the Hal-

cyonoids many sj'stems have been

attempted, but the subject is still

in an unsatisfactory condition, and

.at jiresent there is little uniformity

among naturalists in regard to the

limits of families .and genera. A
well-marked genus called Antip-

athes is separated from the Hal-

cyonoids by almost universal con-

sent, as the family AxTiPAXHARrA, and seems to stand between the Actinoids and the

grou]i which we are now considering. The likeness of Antipathes to the sea-fans is

best seen in the branching character of its axis, while the number of tentacles and the

absence of side branches to these organs, ally it more closely to the majority of the

Actinoids. One of the most interesting species of A»tipat/ies is the well-known A.
columnaris. In this species we liave a very interesting case of a worm Iniilding a

tube from the smaller lateral branches of the coral or by its presence causing a modi-

fication in the mode of growth of the coral. Upon one side of the axis of the Anti-

pathes, the worm, a true annelid, places itself, and the small lateral branches of the

axis m the immediate neighborhood are modified into a columnar network forming the

Fig. IIG. — Section of red-coral.
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walls of a tube in which the worm lives surrounded by the case, bearing the relation-

ship of a true messmate to the coral upon which it is found.

Of the true Haleyonoida the genus Halcyonium of the Halcyonidj; is one of the

most interesting, which is sometimes designated by the suggestive name of dead-men's-

fingers, looking not very unlike a human hand with the fingers remaining as mere stumps.

Although in general appearance Halcyonium resembles the soft corals, well-marked

spicules of beautiful shapes are found regularly arranged in its walls.

The common sea-faii, Rhijndogorgia JJabdlum, which we select as illustrating the

GoEGONiDJ!, is one of the most common Halcyonoids of our tropical and semi-tropical

seas. The fan-like shape which the colony has is the result of the fission of many
lateral branches, large and small, forming a network often of great fineness. The sea-

fan has a hard central axis, and a still softer rind which can be easily broken off, and

at the death of the animal is almost wholly deciduous. In this softer rind are found

the spicules, and from it the animals directly arise.

There is a great variety in the forms of the differ-

ent genera of sea-fans, and the colors are sometimes

very striking; in many, bright reds and yellows

predominate with purj)les and browns.

The sea-whips, of which there exist a great vari-

ety of forms, assume either the shape of low, branch-

ing, shrub-like zoophytes, or long, unbranched,

straight or spiral rods. Their colors are sometimes

black, often light brown, and occasionally, as in a

Chrysogorgia from deep water, golden.

One of the best known of all the Halcyonoids

is the genus Corallium so much prized as the orna-

mental coral of commerce. The greater quantity

of this coral which is used is gathered in the Medi-

terranean where the most extensive fisheries are
I'lu, ii,.—

I

,„„,...,,„,„,„,.,„, i,,,u..i.ii.
situated on the western coasts of Italy, the shores

of Sicily and Sardinia. The city of Najiles,

where the cutting of the coral into ornaments is

a great industry, is a great centre of coral com-

merce, and many pounds of the more precious

varieties are yearly sold there. The commercial

value of different coral fragments depends upon
the size, but more especially on the tinge of color

which they have. The pink rose-color is esteemed

the most valuable, while "ruby" varieties are \^^

ranked among inferior wares. Much, of course,

also depends in individual specimens upon free-

dom from blemish, and ]nu-ity of color. The
coral has from the earliest times been cut into

cameos by lapidaries, and its use in ornamenta-

tion reaches far back into classical times. The
word has been derived from the Greek, Koqi],

(laughter, a highly fanciful comparison of these most beautiful

of the sea goddesses.

X""^^^

1 ( 1 il puhps, enlarged.

K'liis to the dauirhtors
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A genus called Isis is closely allied in many respects to Corallium, and approaches

it very intimately in the great hardness of the axis. While portions of this axis are as

hard as that of Coralliicm, the stem is not continuous, but is formed of hard and soft

articulations, alternating with each other. The hard joints are securely bound together

by softer and more flexible articulations, permitting a slight bending of the axis. The
IsiD.E, including Isis, Mopsea, and one or two allied genera, are often used for orna-

mentation, but no considerable traffic with them has taken place. Isis flexibilis, which
extends from the latitudes of the Caribbean Islands to the coast of Norway, is

one of the most graceful of this family. It is sometimes found in deep water, often in

the profound depths of the ocean.

There are many genera aUied to Isis, some of which are found in deej) seas, which
])resent most interesting connecting features between the Isidoe and the true sea-fans

and sea whips. One of the most interesting of these is a beautiful ochre-colored coral

called Melitma. The branches of Melitcea, like those of Isis, are composed of alter-

nate stony and soft joints, of which the size of the latter are relatively much larger

tlian the former, which appear as bead-like expansions. M. ocliracea is reddish yel-

low in color, and lias the branching habit of the majority of the true sea^fans. It is

found in the Pacific and Indian oceans, many specimens bearing Singapore as the

locality from whieli they were taken. It is of considerable size, and seems to connect

structurally the family of

Isida3 with the true sea-
]

fans.

Of the many aberrant

genera of Halcyonoida,

the genus Tuhipora or

the organ-pipe coral, the

type of the family Tubi-

poRiD^, dej)arts the widest

in general appearance from

that of the majority of Hal-

cyonoids. In this genus

we find no radiating par-

titions of hard secretion as

in most corals, but instead,

a number of tubes arranged

side by side separated from

each other by a slight space

and bound together by hor-

izontal floors. In these

tubes live the tubipore coral, and to them it owes its suggestive name. The color is a

deep red, and the coral community often reaches a considerable size. It is, however,
very fragile, and easily crumbles under the action of the waves, presenting a great

contrast to the harder species of Corallium, Isis, and Mopsea.
The sea-pens, PexxatuliA^, embrace a few most interesting forms of Halcyonoida.

In Pennatula ruhncm, the likeness to a quill-pen is very close. In this coral a central
axis extends from one end to the other of the body, inside a sheath from one-third of the
length of which there hangs, on either side, opposite each other, rows of leaf-like disks

supported by calcareous spicules. Upon the faces and edges, more especially in the
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latter position in many allieel genera, jjolyps are borne as in all corals. It commonly

happens that many of these polyps are aborted in character, those upon the stem

especially assuming this form, so that there

is i^resent a jjoljiuorphism of most simple

character.

In lieidUa, an extraordinary geinis allied

to Pennatula, we have a still greater differ-

ence between the two kinds of zooids found

on its body, and a still better illustration of

the principle of polymor|)hism so well seen

in many of the jelly-fishes. The form of the

genus licnUla departs widely from that of

almost all other Actinozoa. The body has

a thin, flat, kidney shajie, from which hangs

a short, highly flexible hollow stem. There

is no hard axis such as is found in some

other Ilaleyonoids, and the body walls are

flexible throughout. The polyps are borne

u)ion one surface of the disk-like body, and one of

these, known as a Hauptzooid, has a prominent size

and specialized character. Eenilla, like Pennatuht, is'

a free coral, and its attachment to the sand is of the

loosest nature as compared with the stony base of

Corallium and Isis.

The family of Usibel-

LULID-E is also of widely

aberrant and most inter-

esting character. The

several genera which

compose it are most

closely allied to the Pen-

natulidre, and are as a gen-

eral thing found in deep

seas. The genus JJuibel-
luuurai size. ^

lularia was described long

ago, and the accurate figure given of it remained, for many
years, the best and only account of the animal. Although

discovered in comparatively shallow water, the great explor-

ing expeditions of the past twenty years liave again brought

the animal to light, this time from profound depths.

In Umbellularia we have a long axis, more or less firndy

attached by one extremity, while from the other there

arises a cluster of polyps in the form of a terminal tuft.

These polyps are of two kinds. Some ap]n-oach closely

tlie regular form of the Ilaleyonoids, while others resemble

the abortive zooids of Pennatula and Sarcodicti/on. We
have here another expression of a law of polymorjihism already pointed out in Menilla,

and already developed at length in our account of the Siphonophora or tubular medusae.

nlandka.

a. 121. — Pternides^ sefi-pen, one-
fourth natural size; a, a single
individual, a little enlarged.
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CORAL ISLANDS.

The study of the formation of coral islands is one of the most fascinating connected

witli the Actinozoa. So long as naturalists limited their attention to the coral life of

the Mediterranean and other European seas, where no great coral reefs exist, this part

of the subject attracted but little attention, but with the awakening of interest in all

branches of natural science at the beginning of the present century, more especially

at tlie time of the great exjsloring expeditions sent out to the tropics by the different

go^•ernments, the Ijuman mind naturally turned to these islands, and the mode of their

formation became a subject of scientific interest. Tlie subject has a geological as well

as a zoological side, and touches on several questions of physical geography. It is,

moreover, almost incomprehensible without a clear idea of the chemical nature of the

solid lime secretions of the coral body, which plays the most important part in the

origin and growth of these characteristic islands.

While the present subject is considered in relation to the coral animals, it must

not be su])posed that they alone make the coral reefs. Although most conspicuous in

this woik, there are others of very great importance in their formation from the time

the foundations are laid on the sea floor up to that when the reef emerges from the

waves in the form of an island. Of these might be mentioned a few genera of stony

hydroids as 3Iillepora, molluscan shells of all kinds, Bryozoa, Radiolaria, pelagic

Protozoa, and genera of marine Algse. Many instances of coral islands foi-med in part

liy any of the last mentioned, will no doubt suggest themselves. A few examjiles will

suffice for illustration. Cooper's Island, one of the large coral islands of the Bermuda
group, has a sandy beach which is almost wholly made np of oceanic Foraminifera.

The beach adjacent to the landing at Fort Jeffei-son, on the Tortugas, Florida, is w^holly

formed of fragments of a large Nullijiore, an Alga which secretes lime in its tissues,

and is found alive in large clumps in the moat about the fort. Shelly Bay at the

Bermudas is composed almost entirely of fragments of lamollibranchiate shells ground

into a fine sand. Strata of rock formation in the Bermuda of four or five inches in

thickness are made up entirely of the shells of land Helices, some of great size, firmly

cemented together. While these and many other animals contribute to the formation

of the coral islands, corals seem essential to their growth, for we find characteristic coral

reefs confined to the zone which by the thermal conditions of the water limits the

home of these animals.

The distribution of reef-building corals follows a number of most interesting laws.

In latitude their home is limited north and south of the equator by the water isotherm

of 68° Fahr. These lines projected on our globes follow no parallels of latitude, often

being widely sejiarated from the equator and then ajjjiroaching to its immediate

vicinity. While the reef-building corals are limited to this zone it must not be

su])])osed that all genera of Actinozoa are hemmed into these narrow limits. Many
corals, some of which secrete a calcareous skeleton, are found in all latitudes as fai- as

naturalists have explored the marine life.

The distribution at present of coralline life on the globe is very different from what

it has been in the past. While reef-building corals now never ventm-e into latitudes

higher than 35°, the evidence drawn from fossil coral banks shows that in older times

they were found in very high latitudes. In the North Atlantic Ocean at the present

time the northern limit of extensive banks of coral is the lonely Bermuda grouji in the

latitude of 32° N.
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The distribution of the coral islands in longitude presents some very interesting

facts. As a general thing it may be said that the eastern shores of the continents are

richer in coral banks and islands than the western. The eastern coast of North

America, for instance, has the Florida reefs, the great Bahama bank, one of the largest

in the world, the reefs of Yucatan, Honduras, and Cuba. On the western shore of

North and Central America there are no extensive coral reefs. The eastern border

of Australia has a wealth of coral life, while the western is almost a desert as far as

plantations of these zoopliytes are concerned. The Atlantic coast of Africa has no

extensive reefs, while that washed by the Indian Ocean is fringed by very extensive

lianks. If in studying this distribution in longitude we consider also the limitations

in latitude we find the following law to hold good. While in the longitude of the

eastern shores of the continents the reefs extend far from the equator, in that of

the western border they are, when found, limited to the immediate vicinity of the

equator. An explanation of this curious fact in coral distribution is found in the

direction of the great equatorial currents of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. These

currents cross tlie ocean from east to west, and as they approach the eastern continental

borders they divide, one branch flowing to the north the other to the south along the

coast lines. Two streams of warm water are thus continually carrj'ing the oceanic

isotherm of 68°, which limits the home of the reef-builders, into higher latitudes, and

broadening the zone in which these sensitive animals can live. On the western coasts,

however, we find an opposite condition of things. The equatorial current is there

fed by branches flowing in opposite directions, in which the water is colder since they

are setting from higher latitudes towards the equator. The result upon the coral

organisms is that they are hemmed into narrow limits on this side of the ocean by the

diminution in the breadth of the zone which tliey can inhabit.

The distribution of corals and the limitation of coral islands by such local phenom-
ena as rainfall, volcanic activity, and the like, present many very curious facts. The
almost constant changes in the level of the sea floor produced by volcanoes would
necessarily destroy plantations of growing corals in the immediate neighborhood. It

commonly happens that coral and volcanic islands are found in intimate association,

while it is probably true that all oceanic coral islands rest on volcanic bases. Where
the volcanic forces are active, the lava poured into the ocean, or the ashes raining

from the air at times of great eruptions, generally destroy the coral banks. A good
illustration of this fact may be seen in tlie Sandwich Islands, where the most soutliern

members of a chain of islands which make up the group are volcanic and destitute of

extensive coral banks, while the northern are almost wholly formed of coral. The
almost uninterrupted volcanic activity in the southern members of this group has

prevented the formation near them of coral banks, while at the north, where active

volcanic forces are now unknown, the islands are almost wholly coralline. The eastern

members of the Lesser Antilles, as Barbadoes, are coralline, while the western are

volcanic. In the island of Guadeloupe we find the same law of local distribution to

hold in a single island, the eastern extremity being coralline and the western volcanic.

This distribution of corals in the Antilles probably depends upon the direction of the

ocean currents in the neighborhood, or perhaps upon the constant direction of the winds
by which the ashes from the volcanoes are blown to the leeward, thus killing the growing
corals on the western side. It may perhaps be that the profound depths to which the

Caribbean Sea sinks to the westward of the lesser Antilles prevents the corals obtain-

ing a foothold on that side, while the shallows on the eastern shores are better suited
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for the luxuriant growth of these animals. The situation of mountains on. or near the

coast of the continents or elevated ishimis, and the direction in which the rivers of

such flow to the ocean, also has its influences on the distribution of coral islands in the

immediate vicinity. One of the very best illustrations of this limitation of coralline

life is seen in the island of New Caledonia. Most of the rivers in this large island,

according to Dana, empty themselves into the ocean along the western coasts, while

the eastern side is almost wholly destitute of streams of fresh water. Along the

eastern border we find an almost continuous coral i-eef, and no signs of coral growth

on the western. Fresh water is destructive to coral life, and rivers bring from the

laud large quantities of silt, which is also detrimentid to its growth. To these causes

may perhaps be traced the almost total absence of coral formations on the noithern

border of South America, near those parts of the coast line where the Amazon and

Oronoco pour their great volumes of fresh water into the Atlantic.

There are several very curious facts, many of which are not yet explained, in

regard to the geographical distribution of genera of corals. The coral fauna, for

instance, of the Bahamas and Florida regions is widely different from that known to

exist on the western coasts of Central America. The corals of the latter region have a

closer likeness to those of the Indian Ocean, almost its antipodes as far as geographical

position goes, than they do to those of the Caribbean Sea, separated from them by
only the narrow isthmus of Darien. Madrepora cervicornis, a most abundant coral

along the Florida Keys, is very rare in the Bermudas.

Corals are found at almost all depths in the ocean. The greatest profusion of

life lies in the zone between the surface and the depth of one hundred to one hundred

and fifty feet. Deep sea corals, of an interesting character from their relationships

with extinct genera, are fotmd at great depths, even in the abysses of the ocean.

The general distribution of coralline life in the different oceans is as follows :
—

The Atlantic Ocean has several very considerable coral reefs and coral islands, all

of which are confined to its western border. In the South Atlantic a large and peculiar

reef is found extending many miles along the southeast coast of Brazil. In the

chain of islands called the Lesser Antilles we find that the frequency of coral reefs

increases as we go towards the northern members. Along the northern shores of San

Domingo, Hayti, and Cuba, we find extensive reefs. There are evidences also of

elevated coral banks in these islands. The ])eninsulas of Yucatan and Honduras

are fringed with coral shoals, and large banks exist on their northeastern and northern

borders. The line of Florida coral reefs, extending from Loggerhead Key, the

extreme western island of the Tortugas, to the southern extremity of the peninsula of

Florida, is one of the most instructive collections of coral islands in the Atlantic

region. The Bahama Islands are composed wholly of coral, and are the largest con-

tinuous bank of growing coral in the North Atlantic Ocean. Its extension is as great

in length as the whole eastern coast line of the L^nited States from Maine to Florida.

The only example of an oceanic coral island in the North Atlantic is the Bermuda
group, which lies in the latitude of Charleston, S. C, about seven hundred miles from

Cape Hatteras, the nearest land. This reef is one of the most interesting, from the

fact that it is in the highest latitude in which corals are known to flourish with any

vigor, an exception which is probably the result of the sheltering action of the well-

known Gulf Stream. The most extensive coral plantations are found in the Pacific

and Indian oceans. On the eastern border of the former they are, however, very

insignificant. Worn fragments of coral are found on the Galapagos, and Col. Grayson
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mentions a beach of coral sand on Socorro, one of the RiviUagigedo group. The

Sandwich islands are in part coralline. The Feejee, Paumotn, Society, and Friendly

islands are composed wholly or in part of extensive coral banks. The coral sea along

the northeastern coast of Australia is the most extensive coral reef in the world. In

the Indian Ocean, again, we iind a large number of coral islands and reefs, among whicli

may be mentioned the Laccadives, Maldives, and reefs of the island of Madagascar.

Near the entrance into tlio Ked Sea tliere occur coral banks of considerable size.

The ]iart wliich the coral jilays in the formation of the coral island has been vari-

ously estimated, and many oinnions have been advanced in regard to this i)oinl. The

difficulty conies oftentimes from a lack of an accurate knowledge of the relationship of

tlie solid matter of the coral to the animal which secretes it. The carbonate of lime

which makes uji the great mass of the growing coral bank is the skeleton of the

animal, and is simply a secretion of the membranes of the body. The skeleton cannot

be said to be the work of the coral, except so far as it is an animal secretion.

A growing coral jilantation, with its multitudinous life, oftentimes arises from

great depths of tlie ocean, and the sea-bed upon which it rests is probably a submarine

bank or mountain, ujion wliich have lodged and slowly aggreg.tted the hard skeletons

of jielagic forms of life. When, through various sources of increase, this submarine

bank ajiproaches to the dei)th of from one hundred to one hundred and lifty feet from

the surface of the water, there begins on its top a most wonderful vital activity. It

is then within the bathymetric zone of the reef-building corals. Of the many groups

of marine life whicli then take possession of the bank, corals are not the only auim.als,

but they are the most important, as far as its subsequent history goes. As the bank

slowly rises by their growth, it at last approaches the surface of the water, and at lov>-

tide the ti[is of the growing branches of coral are exposed to the air. This, however,

only takes place in sheltered localities, for long before it has reached this elevation it

has begun to be more or less changed and broken by the force of the waves. As the

submarine bank approaches the tide-level, the delicate branching forms have to meet

a terrific wave action. Fragments of the branching corals are broken off from the

bank by the force of the waves, and falling down into the midst of the growing coral

below till up tlie interstices, and tluis render the whole mass more compact. At the

same time larger fragments are broken and rolled about by the waves, and are eventu-

ally washed up into banks upon tlie cor.il plantation, so that the island now apjiears

slightly elevated above the tides. This may be called a first stage in the development

of a coral island. It is, however, little more tlian a low ridge of worn fragments of

coral washed by the high tides and swejit by the larger waves— a low, narrow island

resting on a large submarine bank.

The second stage in the growth of a eoral island results from the formation on such

a ridge as we have just described of a quantity of line coral sand. In the grinding

of the eoral fragments which lie ujion the fixed portion of the reef, a large quantity

of the finest sand is formed. Tiiis .sand is sometimes held in a mechanical susjiension in

the water, and in that way is transported from jilace to jilace. It is generally swept

along from the locality where it originates, and is ultimately, if not lost in ocean dejiths,

thrown up on the ridge of coral fragments which has been already mentioned. The
wind assists the waves, and, taking the sand which they cast from the waters, blows it

as it becomes dry higher and higher on the ridge. Thus we have formed the second

stage in the develojunent of a coral island, which is simply derived from the former by

capping the coral fragments which form the foundation with a layer of sand.
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As the amount of sand increases it collects in such quantities as to be a detriment

to the growth of the coral animals themselves. It covers not only the foundation of

the coral island hut extends far and wide over the coral plantation upon which the

island rests, and tends to kill the great colonies of lif(; l)y which this platform is peo-

pled. The part of the reef where the coral life still lives now retreats into the ocean

to the greatest jwssible distance from the sand.

The winds, tides, and rains continue the work which they have taken u]). Ocean
cin-rents, especially, ])erform a most imjxjrtant part in the many changes which take

jilace. The problem now becomes a geological one, and wholly independent of those

<jf animal lif(^

The contimial wear and tear resulting from the erosion of the water on the coral

island in its second stage of growth is ever increasing the amount of broken fragments

near the low-water line, while the winds snatch the sand thrown up by the waves and

heaj) it into high banks, dipping invariably to the sea. Exposure to the air and other

causes now exert their influences upon it, and the coral sand is hardened into a soft

rock, the well-known coral rock of these islands. The island is now fonned?

Not yet. To the stability of the precarious foundation thus made few persons could

with iin])unity trust themselves through a tropical hurricane. There are other changes

before the coral island becomes firm, and its career has just begun.

In the progress of time the {processes of erosion go on, and the waves and rains eat

their way into the soft rock so that the island is honeycombed by the erosion. Once
more the rock is reduced to fine sand, and scattered far and wide over the submarine

Huts. The softer, least consolidated layers of the rock, which, from not being exfiosed

to the air, are below tlie harder, wear away faster than the upper strata, which are

thus broken off in large fragments. The products of the erosion are strewn far and

wide over the coral platform, and heaped up into a new island, of a different form

from that which existed before. One of two things now takes place with the debris.

Either the sand is again thrown uj) on the forming island, to again harden into coral

rock, or it is swept over neighboring growing coral reefs, raising these one more stage

to the level of the surface of the ocean. The movement by the wind of this sand

ujion a coral island of considerable size often assumes formidable jiroportions. The
constant winds on some coral islands, as the Bermudas, heap the coral sand into dunes

of considerable elevation, which slowly move en masse, engulfing everything which

lies in its path. One of the most interesting of these moving masses of sand is to be

seen in Paget Parish, in BeiTnuda. The sand on the south sliore of this parish has in

its motion suggested the name of a " sand glacier," and for several years it was slowly

making its way inland from the coast, covering to a considerable depth farms, and even

a farmhouse, in its course. Artificial means of staying its pi'ogress had to be resorted

to, and by planting trees in the line of its onward motion the progress of the sand was

.stopped.

In sheltered coral lagoons, whose floor is formed of coral sand apjM'oaching the sur-

face of the water, or with but a moderate depth, the mangrove trees oftentimes furnish

a nucleus around which characteristic coral islands, known in Florida as mangrove keys,

are formed. A small mangrove, sending its root into the submerged sand, forms an

obstruction upon which catch floating seaweeds and similar organisms. As the man-

grove increases in size, and its spreading branches send down rootlets which fasten

themselves more firmly in the sand below, the obstruction is increased in size, and the

island grows with every increment to its size, until eventually we see a coral island of

VOL. I. —9
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peculiar cliaracter formed on the coral shallows and flats. This kind of coral reef is.

very common in sheltered localities in the Florida waters.

A coral island, however formed, is continually changing its contour, on account of

the method of its formation and the liability to erosion of the soft rock of which it is

composed. A study of the causes of the different shapes which coral islands assume

is hio-hly interesting and instructive. In some cases their outline is due to the changes

in level in the foundations upon which they rest, elevation, and subsidence of the sea-

floor; in others to the direction of oceanic currents of the waters out of which

they rise.

Coral islands have every variety of form, although elongated, circulai-, ring-shaped,

and crescentic forms predominate. A coral formation skirting the shore, called a

fringing reef, follows the contour of the coast except when the continuity is disturbed

by local causes. The same may be said of reefs separated from the coast line by a

lagoon, and known as barrier reefs.

Circular or crescentic reefs are the most striking in shape, and their mode of for-

mation has been a cause of considerable speculation. The circular reefs are known as

Fig. 12^'.— Kiiig-slKipeil coral isLaml nr .itoU.

atolls, and are abundant in the Pacific and Indian oceans. Several atolls also occur

in the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, of which the Marquesas Islands in the Florida

reefs is a well-known example. The Bermudas are, I think, erroneously ranked as

atolls by many authors. From circular reefs, or atolls, to the simple elongated or

crescentic coral island we find every form of ring-shaped islands. There is nothing to

show that all circular coral islands are formed in the same way, or owe their peculiar

outlines to identical causes. In some cases thcv result from a sinking of the sea floor,

and in others from the direction of ocean curi-ents in their immediate vicinity.

Many coral atolls have been shown by Darwin and Dana to have been caused l)y a

slow sinking and corresponding growth of corals on a submarine base. Let us sujipose

an island favorably situated for coral growth to have a narrow, fringing reef around

its coast. Suppose also that in the geologic changes of the sea floor this mountain is

slowly sinking below the level of the sea. As the mountain settles the animals on the

fringing reef cause it to rise, jyari })assu, with the depression. The intensity of coral

growth is always at the periphery of the fringing reef on the side turned away from

the island, and exposed to the pure sea water. There the coral formation, by the

growth of the animals, is kept to the sea level, notwithstanding the sinking of the
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island. The first effect of the sinking island appears in the formation of a lagoon be-

tween the perijihery of the reef and the coast line. This lagoon grows in width as

the island sinks, while the constant growth of the coral on the outer rim keeps it at

the sea level. The submergence does not stoji until the top of the mountain sinks

below the waves, but even then the outer rim, the peripheral edge of the original coral

reef, still holds its place at the water's surface on account of the corresjjonding growth

of the corals at that point. The island has now a true atoll shape, a ring-shaped reef

of slight elevation above the sea level, with a diameter equal to that of the base of

the mountain when the submergence began,— the diameter, of course, measured be-

tween points which lie in the coralline zone of the island. In this way, yet more
graphically, Darwin has explained the circular form not only of true atolls but also of

many curved or crescentic islands, such as are very common in the Pacific and Indian

Oceans.

Many objections have of late been urged against this theory of Darwin, and jirob-

ably other causes must be sought for to explain the circular outlines of many other

reefs which have the form of true atolls. Semper has suggested the direction of ocean

currents as an explanation of the circular reefs of the Pelew group. Let us see if a

Fig. 123. ^ Islanil with flinging and barrier reel-

similar cause cannot be found to accomit for the ring-shaped islands of the Atlantic

Ocean and Gulf of Mexico.

Every one who studies a good niaji of the coral islands of southern Florida will

have his attention attracted to the general trend of a long series of islands extending

westward from Cape Florida into the Gulf of Mexico. He will perhaps notice that

these islands are very narrow in a north and south direction, and elongated from east

to west, strung along one after another in an almost direct, yet slightly curved line.

About midway in the chain, however, there are a few marked exceptions to this

general law, and these include some of the largest members of the grouj) known

as the Fine Islands. Upon one of these islands, called Key West, is situated a large

city of the same name. Unlike the other islands of the chain, tlie longer axes of the

Pine Islands, as pointed out by L. Agassiz, extend north and south, or at right angles

to the others. As a general rule, all the Florida Keys are low, formed of coral rock,

without caves of any size, and have no red soil, a characteristic of worn and eroded

coral islands. Their highest altitude, nowhere more than a few feet, is on their

southern border, and parallel with them throughout their whole course runs a coral

reef, sejiaratcd from them by the Hawk's Channel, which is a half-dozen miles broad in

its widest part. South of the reef, which is a succession of dangerous coral banks
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and small islands, the water becomes deep, forming a trough for a great oceanic

current, the Gulf Stream, whose floor at this point is called the Pourtales Plateau.

South of this plateau is the deepest water of the stream \\hich flows hard by the

neighborhood of Culia.

The cause of the general trend of the Florida Keys must be looked for in the

direction of the Gulf Stream, or of a current flowing below it in an opposite

direction, of which they were once the northern bank. This " oceanic river " flows

tangentially to the Florida reefs throughout their whole length, and to it may l)e

traced the general trend of the Keys from the Tortugas to the southern extremity

of the peninsula of Florida.

The exceptional position of the longer axes of the Pine Islands is directly due

to the Gulf Stream and tide currents about them. The submarine elevation or plateau,

upon the southern border of which the Florida Keys lie, has not the great depth of

the Gulf of Mexico or the Gulf Stream bed between Florida and Cuba. On this

comparatively shallow platform the water rises in tides twice every twenty-four hours,

and at times, especially on its western extremity, the waters of the Gulf Stream are

forced over it. The Avater, thus raised above its natural level, must return to deeper

channels ; and one course which it may take is into the trough of the Gulf Stream

at right angles to the direction of its flow. The Pine Islands have their longer axes

tangential to several of these subordinate branches or currents. A similar ]>henomenon

is also seen in the channels which separate many of the Bahamas. The last but one

of the groups of coral islands which compose the Florida chain, which is called the

Marquesas, has a circular or atoll-like shape. In this group we have a resultant of two

currents, or a combination of those minor currents which placed the axes of the Pine

Islands north and south and the Gulf Stream which gave the general trend to the

chain. From the position of the group near the extreme western end of the series

looking out into the depths of the Gulf of Mexico, these forces are difficult to separate,

and at intervals reinforce each other. The circular form of 3Iarquesas is (bie to their

combined action.

We have now arrived at a j)oint in our discussion of coral islands where it

may be possible to appreciate the influence of ocean cxuTents in the formation of atolls.

Let us consider the cluster of islands which occupies an irregular triangular space

midway between the southern point of Florida, the Bahamas and the island of Cuba.

This comparatively small coral bank is known as the Salt Key Bank, a coral plateau

which lies in the eddy of three great ocean currents. At most points the bank has a

moderate depth below the surface of the ocean, but in places along its outer rim there

are several coral islands of moderate size, some in process of formation, and others

which show the marks of great erosion. The Salt Key Bank, as far as it has been

explored, is a circular coral bank, fringed by islands which are not continuous above

water along its border, but which, nevertheless, are ]>arts of a true atoll. On its sides

Salt Key Bank is washed by ocean currents, on the north by the Gulf Stream, to

which the Florida Keys owe their formation, on the cast and south to the Bahama
current in the old Bahama channel. Coral islands, as pointed out by Sem]ier, form

tangentially to the direction of ocean currents, and the outlines of the Salt Key Bank
result from the direction of the three currents which surrounil it.

There are few evidences of submergence in the Salt Key plateau, and if we cross

the Bahama channel to Cuba we find terraced coral banks elevated above the sea,

showing a great elevation of the coasts. The Salt Key bank, as well as the Florida
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reefs and the Bahamas, are explicable without any theoretical supposition of submerg-

ence or elevation of the foundation npon which they rest.

The origin of an atoll in mid-ocean where currents are not confined as in the

triangle between Cuba, Florida, and the Bahamas, presents a similar although

somewhat modified problem. Let us suppose a submarine mountain situated in mid-

ocean upon which for ages has rained successive depositions of sediment from the

waters above. This sediment is composed in pai-t of shells of pelagic animals, and

jilants, with which the waters of the tropics or currents from the same are filled.

K\x'n at the greatest depths life exists upon such a bank, and the hard portions of the

animals which live and die there are being continually added to a growing submarine

bank. By increments made for many years the bank slowly rises to the surface of the

water. As it rises higher and higher the activity of the life on its crest increases, and

A\]ien it rises into the bathymetric zone of tlie reef-builders, between one hundred

and one hundred and fifty feet below the surface, a more rapid growth awaits it.

The coral plantation as it develops is washed by an ocean current, probably on one

side. Such a current in fact is divided by the bank, so that each of the bifurcations

flow tangentially along its sides. It is evident in the first place that it is around the

border of the bank washed by the current that the most active coral life is to be

looked for, and in this region also that the jiredominant upward growth must be sought.

If the bank with which we started from tlie sea dejiths is circular the resulting atoll

will have the same form, and the part which first raises itself above the water will be

ring-sha])ed, containing a central lagoon.

The luxuriance of the growth of the animals, which form a coral reef, is directly de-

pendent upon the amount of food which the oceanic currents bring to the growing col-

onies. The waters of the ocean are filled with a wealth of i^icroseopic and other life

flo.ating in it npon which the living coral animals feed. It is evident that the possibilities

of j)rolific coral life are greatest where their food is most abundant, and there too w^e

must look for the greatest amount of coral growth. It is clearly in the line of ocean

currents that this food, being constantly renewed by the flow of the stream, is most

abundant, and along its borders the possibilities of the coral animals of obtaining their

food are the greatest. This cause alone is not capable of determining the outlines of

coral islands, but it is a most important factor in regulating their growth.

Coral islands in two different conditions ought to be mentioned. We have coral

islands in process of formation, and those in conditions of destruction by erosion. The
Florida reefs are examples of the former, the Bermudas of the latter. Coral islands,

in progress of formation, seldom rise to any great height above the ocean, are composed
of coral fragments, sand, or half-foiTncd coral rock. They are but veiy slightly eroded,

Iiave no extensive caves with stalactitic formation, and no red soil. Fully formed

coral islands in which the erosive jiower of the water has had its full effect are gen-

erally elevated, honey-combed throughout by caves, and possess a soil of red earth.

This last characteristic of coral islands in the progress of erosion is of a j)roblem-

atical nature and origin. By some authors it is regarded as the hea\ier residuum

resulting from the wearing away of the coral rocks, while others have even gone so far

as to look upon it as the excrement of birds, mingled with coral sand. The former

theory seems most rational, but there is, if this theory be adopted, great difliculty in

accounting for its reddish color. Red soil is very abundant in the Bahamas, the

Bermudas, and several of tlie West Indian islands. In the Bermudas it is contained

in pockets in the rocks, and in it are grown the well-known early vegetables, potatoes
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and ouions, for whicli the islands are so justly famous. In some places in the latter

islands it is found solidified into a compact red rock in which are found embedded

Helices, and other shells belonging to species which are at present alive in Bermuda.

The caves of coral islands are sometimes of most beautiful character and of consider-

able size. In the Bermudas most of these caves have a submerged floor in which in

many cases is sea water which is sensitive to the tides in the neighboring ocean.

Caves in coral islands present many very beautiful examples of stalactitic and stalag-

mitic formation. Many of the stalactites ap])ear to e.vtend from the cave-roof below

the level of tide water, indicating cither a wide spread or local sinking of the cave-floor.

Of the many beautiful effects of the erosion of the sea water on cliffs of coral rock,

one of the most interesting is the formation of natural arches and the like out of spurs

of the hills projecting into the sea. In the neighborhood of a small Bermudian vil-

lage called Tucker's Town there is a very fine natural arch which bears a remote resem-

blance to the famous Arco Naturale of the Island of Capri in the Baj' of Naples. A
similar arch called the "glass window" is found in the Bahamas.

J. Walter Feavkes.
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Branch IV.— ECHINODERMATA.
The niiiiuals (.'iiibraceil in this group were included by Ciivior in his great division

•of Kadiata, along with the- cadenterates. More complete knowledge of the anatomy

and especially the embryology has shown that the two groups have nothing in com-

mon, excejit those features which are common to all Metazoa and the absence of a

segmentation of the body. The radiate arrangement, I'eally a feature of minor

importance, is here very strongly marked in most forms, for crinoids, star-tishes, and

serjient-stars have a central -disc which branches into five or more arms, which radiate

from it like the spokes of a wheel from the hub. In the sea-urchins and holothurians

this radial symmetry is less marked, but it may readily be traced, although the radiat-

ing arms are apparently lacking.

Though at first sight widely different, the similar structure of a star-fish and a sea-

urchin can readily be traced. Let us first examine that of the first-named form. We
have a central disc with five radiating arms ; in the centre of the lower surface of the

disc we find a mouth, hence this is called the oral surface. On the upper or abora)

surface we find no opening (or only a very minute one), but a little one side of the

middle, between the bases of two of the arms, is a round plate, wliieli, from its pecu-

liarly ornamented appeai'ance, has received the name of madrej)oric body, in allusion

to its resemblance' to ,

some of the corals. On
the tinder surface of

each arm will be found

a series of plates, be-

tween which project

little tubul.ar suckers.

As these sucking tidies

are used in walking,

they have received the

name ambulacra, while

each of the series of

plates between which

they project is known
as an ambulacral area.

Turning now to the

sea-urchin, we find a

nearly spherical body.

On the under side we
have a mouth, from

which radiate a series

of plates, between
which project ambu-
lacra very similar to

but longer than those of the star-fish. These rows of plates continue arotmd the
sides of the sphere, and terminate near the centre of the upper surface, where we

Fig. 124.— Aboral surface of sea-urchin {Arbacia); a, anal plates; c, ocular i)lates,

g, ambulacral area; o, madreporio body; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, the five rays.
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find a madreporic body like that of the star-fish. It is thus evident that these rows

of plates correspond to the ambulacral areas of the star-fish, and we can readily see

that were we to bend the arms of the latter form upwards, so as to form a ball (most

Fig. 125. — Anatomy of star-fish; a, duct from liver to stomach; 6, liver; c. niaJreporic body;

jt ampuUic; i, ambulacral plates: ?«, inler-ainbulacral plates.

of the upper surface disapjiearing during the operation), the star-fish would be con-

verted into a sea-urchin.

The typical number of similar parts (ambulacral and inter-ambulacral areas) which

go to msike up Echinoderm is five, though frequently this number is exceeded. This

radial arrangement is also seen in some of the iiiterii;d organs, but it is not visible in
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the alimentary tract. Bilateral symmetry is not so evident in most forms, though

it exists in all, and in the young is especially well marked. The line dividing the

body into two similar halves passes through the centres of the madreporic body and

of the central disc.

The internal organs are far more comijlex than those of the ea'lenterates. The

most striking feature is that the digestive canal is entirely distinct from the body

cavity. In the higher forms this canal is tubular in form, and as it is much longer

than the body cavity, it is coiled in a spiral, which in all, excei)t the serpent-stars, is

coiled from left to right. An anus is usually present. Usually there are connected

with the functional stomach a number of glandular jiouches, which secrete a bitter

fluid, and ajipear to represent the liver of higher anim.als. Organs which act as teeth

are frequently present around the mouth.

The so-called water vascular system is coni]>lex and peculiar, presenting several

interesting features. From the

under internal surface of the mad- _ v

reporic body a canal goes down to

a circular tube surrounding the

mmith. From the fact that this

canal contains lime in its compo-

sition, it is known as the stone

canal. From the circular circum-

oral canal (ring canal) a branch

follows the centre of each ambu-

lacral area to its extremity. Con-

nected with these radial canals

are the ambulacra. These ambu-

lacra are arranged in pairs, and

consist of two portions ; an outer

]iart terminating in a sucking disc,

and an inner sac known as an am-

pulla. Between the two a tube

goes to the radial canal. Another

feature is sometimes present. Arising from the ring canal are from one to ten sacs

known from their discoverer, Poli, as the Polian vcscicles.

The physiology of this water vascular system is not clearly understood. All that

can certainly be said is that by the action of the muscular walls of the ampulte and

the Polian vescicles water is forced into and withdrawn from the tubular ambulacra,

thus extending and retracting these organs. In the extremity of each ambulacrum

is a calcareous plate, to which are attached minute muscles, which by drawing in the

external integument form a vacuum similar to that which a boy forms with his wet

leather disc and a string. The strength with which these minute feet will cling is

remarkable, and the long stalk of the foot may frequently be torn in twain without

detaching the foot from the object to which it has become fastened.

Connected with this water vascular system, which is locomotor and possibly also

respiratory, is another Avhich is regarded as the true vascular or circulatory sys-

tem. It consists of two rings, one surrounding the mouth, just below the ring canal,

while the upper surrounds the anus at the opposite pole of the body. These two
rings give oif branches, and are connected by a tube which follows the course of

Fig. 126. — Diagram of water vascular system of a star-flsli: a, mad-
reporic body: b, stone canal; c, ring canal; rf, radial canals;
e, f, ambulacra and ampulla; (a few only shown).
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the stone canal. Regarding the functions of this system opinions differ greatly.

Some consider it as a true circulatory system, the tube connecting the two rings being

regarded as a heart, and described as pulsating in life. Perrier, the French authority

on these forms, on the other hand, regards the so-called heart of the star-fishes, brittle-

stars, and sea-urchins, and the corresponding dorsal organ of the crinoids, as glandular

and the connecting branches as cocca.

The nervous system consists of a ring around the mouth from which radial branches

follow the course of each ambulacral area. Subdivisions of these principal nerves

supply the ampullae, ambulacra and other parts of the bod)-. The only sense which

appears to be present in all of the group is that of touch, for which various external

parts are well adapted. In some of the star fishes and sea urchins rudimentary eyes are

found at the extremities of the ambulacral areas, whether at the tiji of the arms or at

the corresponding position on the aboral surface. (Fig. 124, c.)

The external covering varies greatly in the various forms, but plates of carbonate

of lime are usually present. These plates may be firmly vmited so as to form a solid

shell, or they may be separate and imbedded in the integument. In some they may

take the form of sjiicules, wheels, and anchors, those of Chirodota and Si/napta being

familiar objects to all workers with the microscope. In the star fishes these plates are

very numerous, two series roofing over the ambulacral groove in which the sucking

feet are situated. In the serpent stars the ambulacral plates occujiy the interior of the

arm, which is entirely surrounded by a series of plates. In most of the sea urchins

the plates of the ambulacral and inter-ambulacral areas unite to form the solid test in

which the body is usually enveloped, the surface of which is covered with little

rounded prominences for the attachment of spines. In the crinoids the calyx and the

jointed stalk and arms are largely composed of calcareous matter.

Spines, often varying greatly in size in different jiortions of the same individual,

are widely distributed among the Echinodermata, most of which also possess certain

fork-like or j)incer-like organs, which are modified spines, and which from being

stalked in some forms are known as pedicellariie. These are capable of closing and

seizing any object which may come between their jaws, and are sujtposed at least in

some forms to take the excrement from the anus on the upper surface of the body,

and pass it along, off from the shell to the ground.

The sexes of most echinoderms are separate, and the genital products are discharged

either by a breaking away of the integument or by true genital openings. The

young of most of the branch undergo a wonderful metamorphosis in the course of

their development, and the embryos are free swimming animals. The ' jjluteus ' of

the sea urchin, the ' bipinnaria ' or the ' brachiolaria ' of the starfish, and the ' auricu-

laria ' of the holothurian, bear no resemblance to the adults, and in fact the name now

a])plied to these larvae were originally given them under the impression that they were

adults. In certain groups the embryo develojjs into the adult without any metamor-

phosis. As there is such variation among the different groups we will defer the

details of development until treating of the respective forms.

The Echinodermata are all marine, and are found in all the seas of the globe. If

ancestry confers respectability these forms should be classed among the nobility, for

remains of these animals are found in some of the oldest fossiliferous rocks. At the

pi-esent time they play an unimjaortant part in the economy of the world, and are of

but slight importance to mankind. A few forms are used as food, while others are

injurious to human interests, as they destroy beds of oysters and other shell-fish.
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Class I. — CEINOIDEA.
The lowest division of the echinoderms and at the same time the one wliieh has

the fewest recent representatives is the Crinoidea. The fossil forms of this class are

very numerous iu the older rocks, and are commonly known as encrinites and stone-

lilies. The recent forms are so little known and so seldom seen by any except those

\\ho are familiar with the results of deep-sea explorations that they have received no

idHimon name. The greater portion of the species are attached to sub-marine objects

by a stem which, frequently, is very long, and made uj) of a scries of joints perforated

by a central canal. These joints are among the most numerous fossils in the older

rocks, and have received the name of St. Cuthbert's beads. This stem supports a

calyx (corresponding to the central disc of the star-fish) which has received its name

from its similarity to the calyx of a flower. From this calyx radiate the arms. Some
forms have the stalk persistent throughout life, while others possess it only in the

early stages, and in a few fossil forms it is said to be lacking in all stages.

The class is usually divided into three orders, the Blastoidea, the Cysti<loa, and

the Brachiata, or true crinoids. The first of these is extinct, the second contains one

rt'cent form, and the tliird, until recently, was thought to be represented, with

one exception by free swimming forms. The recent deep-sea explorations have,

however, brought to light several sjiecies, some of considerable size and others much
smaller than some of the fossil forms.

Order I. — BLASTOIDEA.
The members of this extinct group of Crinoids were armless, were supported on a

short stalk, and had five double series of pinnules, one along each side of five radiating

grooves. The entire animal, in its fossil state, with the oral plates closed, looks like

a flower-bud. The most ancient form (Pentremites) is found iu rocks of upper Silu-

rian age, and the group is most abundant in the carboniferous.

Pentremites has the ambulacral and ant-ambulacral regions nearly equal. The
calyx is composed of three basal plates, two of which are double. Above these lie five

plates deeply cleft above, and in the clefts lie the apices of the ambulacra, the oral

portions of which are included between the five interradials which surround the cen-

tral aperture. This is prolialily the mouth, and around it are four double pores, and

a fifth divided into three. Of these three the middle one is believed to be the anal,

while the other two, and the remaining jiairs are genital. Each ambulacrum consists

of two rows of small plates which are united in the middle line, and bear pinnules at

their outer ends.

Order II. — CYSTIDEA.

The Cystidea come near the crinoids, are usually furnished with arms, having

jointed pinnules, and have a short stalk. Caryocystites has no stalk and no arms, the

body being an angulo-spherical ball of solid plates. Several genera {Edrioaster,

At/elacrinites, Ilemiajstites), are also arndess and stalkless, but in form resemble such

a star-fish as Pteraster, except that they are more nearly circular. These forms have

five ambulacra, looking like the arms of an ophiurid placed in the midst of the disc,

and, like the more normal stalked cystid, they possess, in one of the interambulacral
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spaces, a cone of small plates called the pyramid, with a central aperture. In ordi-

nary cystids, pinnules are present, which, when the arms are absent, are sessile on the

radial plates. An aperture 2)laced in the centre of the calyx at the point of conver-

gence of the ambulacra, is usually regarded as the mouth ; a second small one on one

side of this is sujiposed to be the anus ; while the opening in the centre of the pyramid

is considered to be the reproductive aperture. Thus the Cystidea differ from other

echinoderms, the holothurians excepted, in the presence of only one genital aperture.

Ilyponome sarsii, from Torres Strait, looks like a small star-fish or Euryale. It

has a disc, convex on the oral surface, and flattened on the other, which shows no

trace of a calyx, but is covered with a soft and smooth brownish skin. The rays are

five, broad and short, yet each divided into two branches, ending in four very short,

rounded lobes. The oral surface is covered with rather small, thick-set, irregular

scales, with rosettes of six or seven larger ones here and there. These scales extend

on to the dorsal surface between the rays, foi-ming triangular spaces pointing to the

centre of the disc, and thus reducing the spaces covered by skin to a regular star.

The rays have narrow channels, protected by marginal scales, but have no pinnules.

Upon the disc the marginal scales form a vault over the channels, and the mouth itself

is hidden by the skin. There is a conical anal funnel in one of the inter-radial spaces

on the oral surface, and an area in the middle of the dorsal surface is studded by

minute pores. Funnel-like passages leading to a concealed mouth are found in palaj-

ozoic Brachiata and cystideans. Tiie absence of a calyx excludes Ilyponome from

the former ; and it in some respects recalls the genus Agelacnnites atnong fossil

cystids.

In opposition to the usual idea about these fossils, IMr. Billings maintains that the

large lateral aperture of a cystidean is the mouth, and the small apical orifice an

ambulacral aperture. When there is no separate anal aperture, the large lateral aper-

ture is both mouth and antis.

The Cystidea first occur in the cambrian, attained their greatest development in the

Silurian, and were mostly extinct in the carboniferous period.

Okdeu III. — BRACHIATA.

This order was represented I)}' a multiplicity of forms in the jiast geological ages,

and has latterly been shown to be far more abundant in species in the present age than

was supposed. As the name implies, all the species are provided with arms. These

arms are composed of numerous calcareous joints, and contain only a small projjortion

of living matter. Existing crinoids belong to two distinct series. The first of these

contains forms which are permanently attached by a stalk to the sea-bottom, while the

.second is thus attached while young, but finally becomes detached, the cup or calyx

with its arms and a pear-sha])ed centro-dorsal tubercle, formed of the coalesced npjier

stem-joints, floating off freely. In this stage the animal greatly resembles a star-fish

in appearance, but its anatomy is very different. The stalked crinoids, which are prin-

cil)ally natives of deep water, may be considered as the representatives of the extinct

stone-lilies, while those which become free belong to a more recent and more highly

developed type.

The characters which distinguish the 'crinoids from other echinoderms may be

briefly summed u]) as follows : The animal is attached, during the early portion or the

whole of its life, by a .stem composed of more or less numerous joints. To the top of
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the stem are attached a variable number of jtlates, normally including one or more
basals, and three or more sets of radials, which, with interi-adials, etc., make uji a cuj)

or calyx in the hollow ,r _

of which the internal f

organs of the animal i

a r e accommodated, f

From the edge of the ; - ,,\

calyx spring a number ^ '^--;

of jointed arms, usually :
~

,

live, these again divide

once, twice, or more

times, f.nd each arm is

furnished with pinnules

as a feather is set with

barbs. The ambulacral

feet are situated in the

furrows of the calyx and

along the arras. No
other echinoderms are

lixed at any period of

their life-history ; in no

others do the arms sub-

divide into pinnules,

and in no others is the

madreporic plate ab-

sent, though in most

holothurians it is in-

ternal. The mouth is

situated in the centre

of the upper side of the

calyx, instead of in the

centre of the lower side

as is the case in star-

fishes and sea-urchins,

while the anus ig placed

on a conical projection

between the bases of

two of the arms. It is

thus probable that the

u]iper surface of a

irinoid is homologous
with the lower surface

of a star-fish or sea-

urchin. The oesopha-

gus is short, and the in-

testinal canal is more or less coiled in its passage to the anal extremitv. The
mouth does not contain any masticatory aj)paratus, comparable with the so-called
'jaws' and 'teeth' of sea-urchins and serpent-stars. The upper surface of the

-^

1-7, — Antcdon on the tube of a worm.
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calyx is more or less covered over by the oral plates, usually five in number.

These are separated by narrow spaces that are continuous with grooves that run

along the upper surface of the arms and pinnules. The water system is upon the

usual echinoderm plan, that is, a ring around the mouth, and radial vessels running

along the arms. The ambulacral feet upon the oral surface of the calyx are connected

with the ring canal. The body cavity extends into the arms, which also contain the

greater part of the ovaries, as in the star-fishes.

In Antedon and other free crinoids there is a cavity known as the chambered

organ, which has its walls and floor formed almost entirely by the centro-dorsal tubercle,

and therefore, by what was once a stem segment. This chambered organ is rudimen-

tary in the cystidean or unarmed jihase of growth, but becomes develo])ed as the coma-

tula acquires arms and cirri, and is connected with these jiarts by fibro-cellular cords

in the axis of the calcareous part of the arms and cirri. These cords are believed to

be nerves, and the chambered organ must therefore be regarded as the centre of the

nervous system. The ' ovoid gland,' which some consider to be a heart, is implanted

on one of the horizontal floors of the chambered organ.

In jPeiitacri/ms the chambered organ is a part of the central space enclosed within

the jsentagon formed by the radials and basals, while in the Apiocrinidaj {Rhizocrinus

and its relatives) an intermediate condition exists. The ovaries (in Antedon) dis-

charge their ova from openings on the arm pinnules. The eggs are fertilized while

attached to the exterior of the opening, undergo total segmentation, and after awliile

develoiJ into oval embryos with a surface covered with cilia. When the embryo leaves

the egg, it is girded with four zones of cilia, bears a tuft of cilia at one end, has a

mouth (surrounded by large cilia), and an anal opening, and is free-swimming. In a

few hours or days, traces of the calcareous plates, destined to form the cup of the

i'uture crinoid, begin to appear; then the plates of the stalk develop, and lastly the

basal plate. As is the case Avith all echinoderms, there is little in common between

the larva and the young of the perfect form. The j^oung crinoid is formed within the

larva, and the mouth and digestive cavity of the latter are not converted into those of

the former. Two or three days after the appearance of the plates, the larva begins to

change its form, the cystid-like young crinoid is seen embedded in the body of the larva,

and the latter sinks to the bottom and adheres to some object. The stem becomes more

elongate, while the part which will be the calyx still remains short and thick. The

broad end of this part becomes five-lobed, each lobe answering to an oral plate, and

these plates ojjen like the petals of a flower, showing the oral aperture. Tentacles

then appear between the oral plates, eventually arranging themselves in groups of

three. Alternating with the basal and oral plates, the five radial plates now appear,

and the arms grow out rapidly. The calyx also widens, so that the oral plates be-

come widely separated from the basal, which encircle the stem. The alimentary canal

of the young crinoid, which has before been a mere sac, now develops an intestine

which opens out on an interradius where an anal plate has now appeared. If the ani-

mal is a stalked crinoid, the principal further external alterations are the acquisition

upon the stem of whorls of cirri at intervals, the bifurcation of the ai-ms, and the

development of pinnules upon them.

In Antedon or Conuitida., Actinometra, and Atelecrinus, forming the family Cojia-

TULiD^, the young are stalked and attached, but the calyx, together with the upper-

most joints of the stem, breaks off at a more advanced jieriod of life, and the crinoid

swims off freely. Articulated to the lower or aboral face of the centro-dorsal tubercle
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formed by tlie upper stem-joints are the numerous cirri with which the animal grasps

liodies to which it may desire to become temporarily attached. There are five series

of radials, each containing three ossicles. The first or lowest three are closely

adherent to each other and to the centro-dorsal tubercle, which conceals them on

their outer side. That the central ossicle with the cirri is not the true basal plate

is jiroved by the presence on its upper surface of a basal enclosed between the apices

of the first three radials. This basal plate, called the rosette, is formed by the

coalescence of the five basals of the larva.

The alimentary canal makes about a turn and a half round the axis of the body,

and ends in the projecting inter-radial rectal cone. Included within the coil of the

alimentary canal is a sort of cone of connective tissue, which has been called the

columella. The five oral valves contain no calcareous plates in Antedon. The posi-

tion of the genital glands in this and other crinoids, namely, in the i)inunles, seems

Aery exceptional, yet they are lodged in tissue, which is a continuation of the cellular

tissue of the arms, comparable to that in which the ovaries are lodged in star-fishes.

Tlie species of Comatulse are numerous. The " Blake " expeditions have latterly

added forty to the twenty previously known from the Caribbean Sea, and about

seventy were dredged by the " Challenger " between Cape York and the Pliilipjiines,

and thence southward to the Admiralty Islands.

The chief distinctions between the two principal genera are as follows:— In Ante-

don the mouth is central, or sub-central, and the ambulacra are equal, the arms are

eijual in length, grooved, and furnished witji tentacles. Red spots, the nature of

which is unknown, and which are absent in Actinometr<Haxe always present at the

sides of the ambulacra. The cirri are numerous, and more or less cover the centro-

dorsal tubercle, and the outer faces of the radial plates are relatively high, and inclined

to the vertical axis of the calyx. In Actinometra the mouth is not in the centre of

the disc ; the ambulacra are variable in number and unequal in size, two of them

always forming a horse-shoe round the anal area ; the pinnules of the mouth have

Climbs at their tips ; some of the hinder arms may be shorter than the othei'S,

ungrooved, and without tentacles ; brown spots, thouglit to be sense-organs, may be

present on the dorsal side of the pinnule segments ; the cirri are few ; and the outer

faces of the radials are wide and parallel, or nearly so, to the axis of the cal}'x. In

Antedon the ambulacra of the pinnules may be protected by side-plates and covering-

plates, but these are absent in Actinometra.

In the Caribbean Sea Actinometra is represented by more species and more indi-

viduals than Antedon, and two-thirds of the species of the latter and three-fourths of

tlie former have ten simple arms. In the remaining sjiecies the rays rarely divide

more tlian twice ; only two species divide four times. Antedon and Actinometra are

about equally represented in the eastern seas, but while half the species of the former

genus are ten-armed, oidy three Actinometra^ are thus sim]ile. Nearly all the ten-

armed Actinometrce of the eastern seas have the second and third radials united by a

double joint, without muscles, called a ' syzygy,' and each of the first two bracliials

is a double or sj-zygial joint. But all the ten-armed Actinometrce of the "West Indies

have the second and third radials joined by ligament, while the first syzygy is on the

third brachial.

The two Comatula?, which, from their abundance, seem to specially characterize

the Caribbean Islands, are Antedon spinifera and Actinometra pulchella. The first

has usually thirty arms, but occasionally forks four times. The disc bears a tolerably
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complete plating, and there is a double row of plates along each edge of the pinnule

ambulacra, which are thus covered over. The spread of the arms is about eight

inches. Actinometra pulchella varies greatly. The arms may be ten, twelve, or

even twenty. The mouth is far out of the centre, and the disc is bare, or more or

less covered with calcareous plates. It is about ten inches across the arms.

Atelecrinus, of which two species, cuheusis and halanoides, are known, has the

first radials visible, and separated from the centro-dorsal tubercle by a complete circlet

of basals. No other Comatula, with one doubtful exception, retains its embryonic

basals on the exterior of the calyx after the latter part of its existence as a Pentacri-

noid, and no other Comatula, recent or extinct, has a complete basal circlet of live

pieces.

In A. balaiwides the acorn-shaped centro-dorsal is marked all over bj' the horse-

shoe-sliaped sockets of the cirri. The first ten or twelve of the arm-joints are with-

out j)iunules. In the chai-acters of the calyx Atelecrinus is a jiermanent larva.

The Comatulffi dredged by the "Blake," were nearly all taken in depths less than

200 fathoms; and as the " Challenger " only found Comatulm at greater depths th.an

this on twenty occasions, P. H. Carpenter concludes that the group is essentially

a shallow water one.

We now come to the stalked crinoids, which, though they so long eluded search,

are not really abyssal forms, since they have on only fourteen occasions been dredged

from depths exceeding 650 fathoms.

Peiitacrinus has -a long stem, bearing whorls of unbrauched cirri at intervals, and

lives attached to rocks in moderate depths. The joints of the stem are pentagonal.

There is no distinct basal piece to the calyx, and the arms bifurcate twice, thus giving

twenty principal free arms. The first forking occurs at the third radial. The ambu-

lacral grooves of the arms have a series of ossicles along their floor and lamella? along

their margin.

In this genus the third radials, or radial auxiliaries, have their two sides bevelled off

like the eaves of a gable, to allow two joints, the first joints of the ten arms, to be

seated upon them. The first joints of the arms are split in two by a peculiar

joint called a ' syzygy.' The ordinary arm joints are provided with muscles for the

various motions, but the syzygies are not so provided, and consequently, when one of

the arms is entangled, or caught, it breaks off at one of the syzygies, a beautiful pro-

vision for the safety of an animal with so comj)licated a crown of appendages.

The stem of Peiitacrinus consists of many flattened calcareous joints, the u])per

and lower surfaces of each of which show five radiating leaf-like spaces, each sur-

rounded by a border of tiny ridges and grooves. These ridges and grooves fit into

each other, so that, in sjjite of the number of joints, the motion of the stem is very

limited. The leaflet-like spaces thus come over each other, and five oval bands of

strong fibres pass right through the loosely-arranged calcareous network of these

spaces from one end of the stem to the other. There are no muscles between the

joints, so that the animal does not appear to be able to move its stalk at will. Each

joint has a hole in its centre, and this chain of holes is continuous with others whicli

run through to the plates of the cup, and continue through the axis of each arm, and

along every pinnule. In P. asteria about every seventeenth joint of the stem bears a

whorl of fine, long tendrils, or cirri, which start from shallow grooves in the pro-

jecting angles of the pentagonal stem. These cirri usually have thirty-si.x or thirty-

seven short joints, the last of which is sharp and claw-like. Though they have no
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true muscles, they seem to have some power of contracting around i-csisting objects

which they touch. The cirri become smaller and closer together near the head, for

each cirrus-bearing joint develops immedi-

ately below the calyx, and the joints which

separate the cirrus-bearing joints from each

other develop afterwards.

In I^. asteria the arms divide a second

time about si.K arm-joints above the first

bifurcation, and again bifurcate seven or

eight joints farther, the bifurcations repeat-

ing themselves somewhat irregularly until

each of the primary arms has divided into

twenty or thirty branches, making more than

a hundred arms in all.

/*. vi/vine-thomsom\ found u[ion the

coast of Portugal, has the cirri separated

by thirty to thirty-five joints. The num-

ber of arms is not constant, because in

some cases the third radials bear one or

two simple arms, while in others there is

a third bifurcation.

Some examples of P. muHen', and all of

J'. tm/viUe-thomsoni, that were dredged by

-\lr. Jeffreys, showed by the smooth and
roimded terminal joint of the stem, by the

shortness of the lower cirri, and by the

small number of joints in the lower inter-

nodes between the cirri, that they must
iiave for a long time been free, and Sir

Wyville Thomson states his belief that

the latter .species lives loosely rooted in

tlie soft mud, and can change its place at

)>leasure by swimming with its jiinnated

arms.

P. tnadearkaius, dredged near the coast

of Brazil, has a peculiar style of arm-divi-

sion. Each of the ten primary arms stand-
ing upon the radial auxiliaries, gives off

two secondary arms close to its base, so

that there would be in all thirty arms, were
the arrangement absolutely ' regul.ar. The
arms are very robust, and the joints have
a tendency to widen in the middle of the
arm. Each arm has about seventy joints.

The cirrus-bearing joints of the stem are
>rio.v^.- F,ntac,.nu,a,,ena.

very short, and much inflated with round, bead-like knobs, and there are only two
very thin plates between the nodes. Sir W. Thomson believes that this form floats

about unattached.

VOL. I. — 10
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Tho most pomnion pcntacrinoid of the Cnrihhonii Sens is n]i]iarently P. flecorus, in

which the whole of the cirri are separated hy ten to twelve internodal joints; the norlal

joints ai'e lari^v ami jirojectino:, and the two outer radials, and the first two joints

Vx'yond them -aw united hy ligament, instead of liy niusries or by a sy/.ygy.

/'. hiiilleri, thciuii'li confoun(le(l with this species liy Tiiomsoii, differs widely.

The internodal joints of the stem, are nnly si\ or eigiit ; the cirri are stout, and have

about forty joints, the outer radials and succeeding joints are united by syzygy, as

in -/-". asterlii, and the amis foi'k inucli as in the latter. Eight sjiecies oi Peiitacrintis

.are now' known.

The most wi<lely distriliuted, and at the same time one of the simplest of living

crinoids is lihizocrinus /o/blends, a species which does not exceed three inches in

length, and lives at depths of from one hnndred to one thousand fathoms in the North

Atlantic, and upon the coasts of Florida. The stem is relatively long aii<l many-

jointed, some of tlie basal articulations bear Ijranched, root-like lilameiits, or cirri, and

•at its summit is a calyx consisting of a central jiiecc or basal and five first radials, all

closely united together and |ierclied ii]ion the eiilargcil solid, peai'-sliaped iip]ier joints

of the stem. To these five first radials, follow two otlicr series of radials, all included

within the calyx, but each following the line of an arm. To lli<- third i-adials are

attached the first of the ossicles of the unbianclu-d liut piinuile-lie.-iring arms, which

vary in number from four to seven, and lia\c from twenty-eight to thirty-four joints.

The pinnules alternate with each other along the .arms, and lia\c also a jointed skele-

ton. The mouth is eircailar, but is surnumded by the live (m- four) oral valves, which

chise over it wjien siiut. Between the eiicular li|i and the oial valves there is a serie.s

of soft, flexible, tentacles, two p.airs to each \ alve. The outer one of each pair is very

contractile. Tentacles of a similar cluu-acter are coutiinied along the deep grooves

which traverse the oral surface of the arms and j'innules.

Ji. rairsoni is readily known from the last species liy its more robu.st appearance

and elongated calyx, which is nearly always constrict (<! .it the suture with the radials.

The greater part of the eu]i in this genus is formed by tiie clongatetl basals, which, in

the Norwegian variety of R. lofotensis are so completely fused that no sutures are

visible, a peculiarity which led to the .sujiposition that this ]iart was formed of enlarged

upper stem-joints as in a <_'oiiiiitiiIii. li. niirso/ii is .a larger form than Ji. lo/otensits.

Hj/ocriirus f'c//icniiniHt< ]\:\s univh the stiMicturc of the \r.\]:vozoii.' J'htti/vrliins. It

has a rigid .stem made up of cylindrical joints applied to each other by .a close syzygial

suture. The cup consists of a basal ring winch seems to be f(n-med of two or three

pieces, and of a tier of fine, thin, l)road, spade-sha)ied radials. The arms are live in

number, and arc built uji of long, cylindrical joints. The lir>i. tlirce joints consist of

two parts se))arated by a syzygy, the other joints h.ave two .syzygies. P'rom the tiiird

and all subsequent joints springs a ])innule, the pinnules alternating on either side of

the arms. 'I'he lowt'st ]iiiiiiules are very long, the succeeding ones liecoming shorter.

The outer part of the disc is paved with irregular closely-set plates, bounding the

live large oral valves. The a'sophagns is short, and is succeeded by a stomacli sur-

rounded by brown glandular ridges, the intestine is very short, and contracts rapidly.

Round the gullet a rather ill-defined oral ring gives off, opjwsite each of the oral plates,

a group of four tubuhir tentacles. This s]iecies was dredged near the Crozet Islands,

and also with Bathi/crinim, in eighteen hundred and fifty fathoms, off Brazil.

HoIopKn is a short, stout form with no triu' stalk, with a broad, encrusting base

instead of the bnmching cirri oi Iilii7,oci'inut>, and ten arms which can be rolled together
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spirnlly in such a way as to oiulosc a closed chamber between them. The ]iinnulcs are

formed of broad, flat joints, and can be spirally rolled towards the arms.

In Ilolupiis there is a marked divi-

sion into Viivium and tri\ ium, as in some

holotliurians, the three facets of the

triviiim arc lai'gcr than the other two

facets (the central one largest), and the

three arms attached to those facets of

the cup are larger than those joined to

the opposite side. Another attached

genus is jBat/njrri)ii(g, one species of

which was dredged with fli/ocriiius in

eighteen hundred an<l fifty fathoms, off

Brazil, while another was taken at two

thousand four Imudred and thirty-five

fathoms in tiie Uay of Biscay.

CLA.S.S II.— STELJ.EKIDA.

The Stellerida are echinoderms with

star-shaped or pentagonal bodies, a well-

developed water system, and an internal

skeleton, consisting of ambulacral ]ilates

which arc different from those of the

Kchinoidea, since the nerve cor<ls and

radial ambulacra! vessels lie outside and

below them. There art' two orders,

Asteroidea and Ophiuvoide;!.

OitDKit I. — Ol'lIIUKOIDEA.

The Ophiuroidea are ;i group of star-

fishes, characterize<l by a nioi'e or less

sharply-defined central disk, containino-

a digestive cavity, whi('h may be simple

or much plaited, but which 'ihies not

pass into the arms, '{'here is no anal

ojiening. The arms have an a.\is com-

posed (if calcareous ossicles, usually

called arm-bones, which greatly resem-

ble vertebrae, and each of Avliich is

made up of two sections. These two
sections rei)resent the ambulacral plates of ordinary star-fishes. The a.xis is eased either

with plates, or with a thick skin having rudimentary plates beneath, and the plates upon
the sides of the arms usually bear spines. Within the hollow of the arm, covered by
the under arm-plates, yet in the same relative position to each other and to the ambu-
lacral plates or arm-bones, that obtains in the true star-fishes, run the nerve, the neuval

canal, and the ambulacral vessel of the water system. There are no araiJullag in con-

- Bathl/r
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nectiou with the water-feet, which are simjile tentacles without suckers at their tips.

They make their exit between the hiteral jjhites of the ann-covering. Each of the five

angles of the mouth is formed of five pieces. The two halves of one or two arm-bones

(Lyman says two, because there are two sockets for tentacles) are modified into strong

mouth-frames, movably articulated and swung ajiart from each other. The extremities

of these mouth-frames are soldered to a jaw or inter-ambulacral piece, and to the inner

edges of I'ach pair of jaws is articulated a long, narrow jaw-plate, which su])]iorts a

variable number of processes, which :\w called teeth, and clduhtlcss serve tlie ]iui']»ise

of such.

On either side of the base <if each arm are the radial shield abdve, and the genital

jilale below. These are joined at the maigiu of the disc, and eniineeted by an

adductor muscle. On the under side, in the sjiaee between the arms, are one or two

genital openings, parallel with and close to each arm. These, in the great majority

of s])ecies, enter a pecidiar sac, the genital bursa, with which the tubes from the

ovaries or sjiermaries communicate. ^V|>ostiilides cdusiders that these burste should be

regarded as respiratory sacs, as tlie\ may be x en to .alternately contract and dilate.

Each inner angle of the mouth is usually covered by a ])late, called the month-shield,

and one of these usually serves as the niadrejiorie body.

The nervous and circidatory systems, and .arrangenu'nt (if the water systeui, are

upon the nsiuil star-fish jilan. The body cavity consists of an enlarged portion sur-

rounding the digestive tube, ami a fiattened ])ortion in the dorsal region. The nerves

have been found to contain cells with large nuclei, sduiewliat resendiliiig the jiigmeut

cells of vertebrates, and also delieale lilirils, u itli jiale, lii-]i(ilnr cells not c<illeeted intu

ganL;ii.-i.

Tlie Oplii\u-oiilea fall into two families. In the first and larger family, Oriili:Kll).K,

the :ixis of each arm is encased in a greiUer (ir less number of ]ilates, tlie jirincipal of

which, from their position, are kiiowii as the dursal, ventral, and lateral jilates. Tlie

lateral plates bear a more or less numerous series of s])ines, and are usually considered

homologous with the ad-aml)ulacral ]>lates of the arm of an ordin.ary star-fish ; the ventral

and dorsal )ilates are |iviinaril\ uup.iire(l, .ami the former, at least, are peculiar to the

group. Mouth-shields aie .ilways present, and there .are often two other supei-fici.al

])lates, the side uidUth-shields, diie on each of the outer sides of each mouth-shield.

The ()|iliiurida' rarely ha\c more than ti\c arms, .and these ww in all cases

mdiranched, but in the other family, the .\strophytida', thi' five arms usually dividi'

and sub-divide into a very large nnniher i>f lii'iiiiehes. 'I'lie latter family is destitute

of the regular covering of |ilates that ]>votect the ai'nis of the Ojihiurida-, but in its

jilaec has a thick skin, uniler which are plates, usually of an irregular and I'lenuaitary

character. The arm ossicles eonsist of a \cilieal and a horizontal hour-glass-like jiro-

jcction, fitted one on the other. There are no spines on the sides of the arms, and

mouth-shields are often absent in the blanched species, in which the inadre))oric jilates,

sometimes one and sometimes H\e in iiuniln>r, may be found in various jiaits of the

lower iuter-bracliial spaces.

The arm ossicles of the Ophiurida', according to Ludwig, are originally double,

the fii-st rudiment consists of two calcareous pieces symmetrically placed on either

side the middle Une of the arm; each triangular piece is formed of three rays, two

directed orally, the third ab orally; the latter increases considerably in length, and the

two others gradually become fused together. Till a kite stage of growth, there is in

the middle of the ossicle a space witli concave sides.
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In typical Oi>hiur.ans tho moutli, just .ilicive tin- tcctli, <)]ieiis In- a round, contrac-

tile aperture into n lar>>e, Hattencil stdiuach, which spreads over tlie basis of the arms

and into the inter-l)raehial spaees. Tliciu-li sometimes a iitth' wrinkled, it is usually

destitute of pouehes, convolutions, or ciecal appendages. IJetween the stomach and

the disc wall lie the i-eproduetive organs, consisting of elongated hags communicating

« ith closed tubes, which bear the o\ a or sjiermatozoa. In the Astrophytidte the

upper part of the stomach is surrounded by numerous radialiuL;- folds or bags, which

are attached to the roof of the disc, to the genital organs, and al tm points encircling

the mouth. The body cavity would thus l)c divided into ten parts were it not for the

open si)ace or canal which runs around tlu' mouth, and corresponds to the ring-canal

of a true Opbiui-an, but differs in lieing a continuation of the body cavity instead of a

closed, annular tube. TIhtc is no closed bag for the genital products, but the body

cavity is the neuit.al cavitv. .nul an ovarial lobe oj)ens into each compartment.

Lyman emimerates aliout five hundred species of Ophitn'oidea, fi^rty-nine of which

are Astrophytida'. Although but few of tlie sub-order can be reg.arded as littoral,

nuire than half, or two hun<lird and scxculy-eighl species, are found above the depth

.of 30 fathoms, and two hundred and tweuty-si\ of these do not occur in deeper water.

Thirty-eight of the remaiuiug coast species do not descend beyond 15U fathoms,

twelye others reach to .'.(III, and only two ^o low'i'r than r>l)0, but do not reach 1,000

fathoms, lietwei'n oO and l.")(l fathoms one hundred and tifty-one s]>ecies occur,

sixty-nine of which ai'e not f<unicl either above or below this range. Between 150

and 500 fathoms one hundred and thirty-seven species occur, seventy of which are

confined within these limits, while thirteen descend to below 1,000 fathoms, and

twenty to below 500. Only si.xty-nine species occur below 1,000 fathoms, and of

these fifty do not occur above that limit. This number may of course be increased

by subse<pient dredgings, but even now we know of fifty exclusively dee]>-wnter

species, living in water cold almost to freezing, .and iu entire .absence of sunlight.

In the genus Op/dura the disc is coveiicl with small granulations, which more or

less covers the snndl, oblong, .separated radi.il shields: the jaws are set with teeth; the

sjiines, which are on the outer edges of the side arm-]>lates, and parallel to them, are

smooth, fiat, anil shorter than the arm-joints; side mouth-shields are present, and there

are four genital openin'_;s. A fine s|ieeies is O. fi'/rx. from Lower California and the

west c(jast of Ceutr.al America.

PKctiuui-d is another large genus, distingnislied from OyVu'/MVi by tlie absence of

the a<lhesion of the edges of the genital openings that, in the latter geinis, doubles

their number. In Opliiozona the larger scales of tlu' disc are intermingled with

lines of smaller ones, while OpJiioceramis has none of tiiesi' sm.dl scales, Vmt is known
by large mouth-frames, develojjed into wing-like ])rojections, and by a very long and

large first arm-bone of unusual form. Ophio/jli/pha is a genus with fifty-eight known
species, all of which have numerous tentacle scales, whih' the ]iair of tentacle pores

nearest the disc are slits of comparatively large size, surrounded by numerous tentacle

scales, and opening diagonally into the mouth slits.

In Ophiocte)i the side arm-j)lates are large, meeting below the arm, liut not above;

while in Ophiomusiuin both njiju'r and under arm-plates arc so small that tlie side

arm-plates meet both above and below, while the radial shields and ]>lates of the upper

surface of the disc are intimately soldered together, forming a surface like porcelain.

O. flabellum is a curious little form, with very short, rapidly tapering arms, and the

first pair of side arm-plates of each arm so large that they meet in the inter-brachial
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sj)aces, and thus seem to

30 to 35 fathoms.

In all the tdrctroinf;'

^sdi*

art of th

well

It was found off Port Jackso

feiicra, a

sitiiati

•ml ..tl the

Hilcr

to tl

n tin

and arc |];irall

ucnera thi' s|iinrs ai'i

arni-|ilatcs, and stand

arm. The sjiines ai'

tlian in the tirst u'roi

rm-s]ane.s are

dues of the side ami-plates,

.inn, lint in the j'emaininii'

•et .ill tlie sides of the side

lit at a laruc .-iiiLile \\ itli the

ihii^ niiieh more eoiis]iicuoils

ami in nian\ eases thev are

FKi. I.iO. — Ojihioph.lis arnleiifa.

not only loiii;', hut adorned with rows of small, |ioiiited

teeth. In (Jp/iiop/iolis the u]ijier arm-])lates are sur-

rounded by a row of sup])lenient;iry pieces, and the

lowest spine of the outer arm-joints is a hook. A
well-known species is O. iicuhdta, which is found at

various de]iths, u]> to 4(itl t'atiioms, on the coast of

northeastern America and nortliern Europe, as well

it was first described under the

leeies, resembles the last genus.

as in the Arctic seas. It is often called <). hellis^

name before given. Oji/iiaiiis, with twenty-foiii

Init the upper arm-plates an' with-

out the riuij; of siipjilementary

pieces. In both gener.a the arm-

spines are stout and smooth. O.

saviynyi (0. virescejig) is found

along the west coast of North

America, from Panama to ('jijie

St. Lucas.

Amphiura is the largest gemis

of the order, since it contains eighty-

nine known species, all of which

have a small and delicate disc, cov-

ered with over-lapping scales and

showing the radial shields, and long,

slender, more or less flattened arms

with short s])ines of uniform size.

A. maxima, obtained by the Chal-

lenger expedition in 9° ."iO' S. hit.

and 139° 42' E. long., at a depth

of twenty-eight fathoms, measures

nearly a foot across from end to

end of arms, though the disc only

slightly exceeds half an inch in

diameter. Op/ii,,ri,l(la differs from

Amp/tii(rii jirincipally in the jn-es-

ence of small spines upon the scales

of the disc. There are, in fact, sev-

eral genera that are distinguished

from ^Iw^jAiWrt by but slight characters, though the differences between the specie

contained in those genera are curiously well marked ami constant. IJniiiplioli
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cordi/'e)xt, a incnilicr of a iicims nearly i-clatcil tn Ai/iji/iii/ni. is |ilciiriful in the liarhur

uf Charloston, S. C, .in.! is apiiarmtly \ i\ ipanms, since it may lie found with tuiiiute

yonni;' i-linL;ini: to liic arms ami disc.

Il oc-uis als,, in th.' W.'st Indi.'s.

<>j'/ni,ri/„i/nin,i r,irrnii>si/ii/. taken

li\ tlic •Challen-vr" east of Kei'Linelen

island, is remarkalile for llie manner

in uiiieli the disc, wlneli is scarcely

attached to the arnrs. nnd is entirely

eoNcred with small scales, oxcrlics thi'

arms "like a i;asi|n<' ca[i."" (J^i/u'd-

rvnia <i tin, ,!,.•< .'in<l O. ,(l,.niii<lti, are

lai-^t' sjieeii'S from the west coast of

North America, .\moni; the Litaiera

with nunicrons lon^:. nsualh roni;h or

thorny, arm spines the principal ai'c

OphiiiciiitliK with tliirly-nine de-

scriUed specii's, and (>iJi.lnl/ir(.r, with

tifty-si\ species. The species of

O/ilu'C-aNf/Hi cm he rc.idily distin-

i;-iiishc<l from each other hy points of

intern.il and e\ternal strncture. 'I'hc

FlC. l.iL'. — <lj,liiH,:ii,lhii rll,-l,,.i

\ru\ spines \ary fron\ fonr to eleven in num-
herat each arm joint. ''A ////)/f//v^ which

is widely spi-c.ad in tile soutlieni ocean,

occurring at depths varyint; from '20 to 600

fathoms, carries its yininLi, till tliey are quite

larg», in the ovarial Inirsa oi- pouch, whence
tliey often tlirnst an arm throutili the gen-

ital openiuii'. 'Ilic liuisa' art' pleated bags

liaviii^- lime scales in their substance and

adlierinu' to the thickened wall of the diges-

tive cavity. Some of the basal arm spines

of Ojihim/iiffif (llpsacos dredged by tlie

'Cindlenger " off Culebra, West Indies, in

•JOII fatlionis, are from five to seven times

IrV^ the length of the arm-joint. The species

of Ophiothrl.i- are exceedingly diftieult to

distinguish from each otlier, although the

genus is well marked liy the very large

1^ lliree-sided radi.al shields, disc set witli

thorny gr.ains; fi\-e to ten nlass\' sjiines

(lieset with thoiais, and often three times as

>ng as the joints), on eacli arm joint ; single,

small, spiiu'-like tentacle scales on each arm-

it ; swollen inlerbracliial spaces; and

want of pci-fcci union between the halves

of each mouth-fr.nne. 'I'he vcrli'ln-a' of the arms h.ive :i |)eculiar projection which in-

terlocks into a slot in the preceding bone, thus gi\ ing a fulcrum (says Lyman) for the

Fin. l.«. — Opluallinx frat/ilie.
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powerful muscular action called for in the rapid whip-like motion of the arm. O.

lineata occurs in Florida, and three or four species are found in southern and Lower

California. Ophiociasma uttenuatum is a curious form found in the South Atlantic.

The examples taken had si.\ arms, the disc is covered with thick soft skin, and the

arms, which are very long and slender, have the lower and side plates inijicrfectly

calcified, and no upper plates. The spines are short, three on each joint. The two

known sjiecies of OpJdohelm are remarkable for the curious minute sj^ines or pedicel-

lari», havinij the form of a long-handled parasol, that take the place of the true arm-

spines on the outer ami-joints. One of the most singular of ophiurans is 0]?]iiothelia

supplicans, in which the disc is sliajied like a high sugar-loaf, and the arms can bo raised

upwards. The arms bear upon all the joints beyond the ninth a cluster of three or

four niinute parasol-like jiedicellariiB, set a little inside the true arm-spines, which con-

tinue to the end of the arm. The under surface of the disc is curiously ornamented.

A frill of long, flat, curved jiajiillw is set upon each mouth-angle, which, ending in-

wardly in a sharp tooth, resemble so many birds' heads with a pointed bill. Externally

to the mouth pajiillje are three ])arallel rows of regular club-shaped flat jiapillie. This

form is only known from south-west of Juan Fernandez, and was taken at a depth of

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five fathoms. Ophi/omi/ces has a very pecu-

liar arrangement of mouth jiajiilL'e, and two of its s]iecies occur between five liundred

and one thousand fathoms.

Two or three genera of Ojihim-ida- contain sjiecies with cylindrical arms, while the

entire animal is clothed with a thick skin, and the arm-})lates are imperfectly developed.

They thus approach the Astro])hytid;e. In Op/iiobi/rsa rudis, which was taken

off the entrance to Port Philij), in thirty-eight fathoms, each arm is about twelve

inches long, though the disc measures only about an inch.

UphUmiyxa vivijKira is, as the name imjjlies, a viviparous species.

The best known genus of Asteophytid.b is Astrop/ii/ton itself, of which seven

species are known. Though there are no arm-s])ines, the outer brandies of the arms

have s])ine-like tentacle scales. The long bar-like radial shields of the disc are covered

by the thick skin, but show as elevated radiating ribs reaching to its centre. Under

the skin of the arms there are side arm-i)lates, which cover the lower side of the arms,

but there is only a basal under arm-i)late, and there are no up])er ai-m-])lates at all.

Gorgoiwcejihalus has also branching arms, but the plates under the skin of the disc

are differently arranged, and the arms, wide at their base in AstropJu/ton, are here

narrow, while the forkings are less numerous than in that genus. The young has at

first a flat disc covered with jilates like that of an ordinary oi)hiuran, this first becomes

covered a close granulation ; then both the granulation and the disc-])lates atrojjhj',

except those of the margin, which continue to grow and multiply ; and finally the

radial shields acquire their great length and height. In Euryale no ]>ro]ier arm-si)ines

are pi-esent, and in Astroclon and Tric/iaster the forks are but few. The total length

of an arm of T. propuffnutoris is about sixteen inches. Among the Astro] ihytidre with

unbranched arms the principal genus is Astroc/ienia, ^v\uch has well-formed under arm-

plates like an o])hiuran. Ophiocreas ahijssicola was taken in twenty-three hundi'cd

fathoms.

Order 11. — ASTEROIDEA.
The differences which distinguish the star-fishes from the ophiuroids are scarcely

less imjiortant than those which separate either from the sea-urchins, yet the external
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form is in both cases that of a star of tive or more rays. In the star-fishes there is no

such well-marked distinction between the disc and the arms as there is in an ojihiu-

roid, for the stomach, and the ovaries or spermarics, run into the arms. Along

the underside of each arm runs a deep ambulacral furrow, from the depths of which

project the ambulacral feet, which are provided at their ends with suckers, by means

of which the animal moves. At the base of each sucker-foot within the arm is a

vesicle or ampulla, connected with the radial or ambulacral canal of the water system.

This arrangement seems very different from the solidly j)lated arm of a serpent-star,

with its enclosed row of vertebral ossicles, and its tentacle-like feet un])rovided with

sucking discs or with vesicles at their base, yet it is demonstrable that the halves of

tile vertebra.' of an ophiuran are to be considered identical in their nature with the

cak'areous ambulacral jjieces which form the deeper ]wrts of the sides of the ambula-

cral furrows of a star-fish. The development of the interambulacral areas varies

greatly, so that while some star-fishes, as Brisinc/a, closely approach the serpent-stars

in the distinctness of the arms, others have the angles between the arms more or less

filled up by the development of the interambulacra, which in many forms are so exten-

sive that the creature is nearly or quite a jientagon, and the existence of arms can only

be traced by the lines of the ambulacral furrows on the oral aspect.

Star-fishes have a very comjilex skeleton, varying greatly in the different groui)s,

but always consisting of ])lates or thick rods composed of a dense calcareous net-work.

The sides of the ambulacral furrows are bounded by two rows of regtdarly-placed and

similar ambulacral ossicles, which abut against each other like the two sides of a gable,

while at their outer ends they abut against a row of short, thick, adandjulacral or

interambulacral ossicles, which form the borders of the furrow. These are the

constant parts of the skeleton, but the sides of the arms are in many cases enclosed by

plates of considerable size, known as marginal plates. The net-work of rods which

forms the support of the upper ])art of the arms and disc is very variously develojjed

in the different families and genera. The ])ores through which the sucker-feet ])ass

are each formed by two ambulacral plates, one half of the pore consisting of a notch

upon the outer side of one jilate, while the other half is on the inner side of the next

plate. Around the mouth the ambulacral and interambulacral ])lates are modi-

lied so as to form a jtentagon or polygon. The pieces of this calcari'ous ring that cor-

respond to the interambulacral plates of the arms are furnished with strong ]>apilla' or

spines which form a sort of imperfect dentary a]>paratus. The siiines which jiroject

from the surface, both above and below, and which usually form regular

rows on each side of the ambulacral furrows, are more or less movably

united with the skeleton, but are without the regular joints found in

the sea-urchins. Pedicellariie are jiresent. Above, that is to say, in-

ternal to the dentary jiajiillre, the gullet opens into a wide stomach,

the oral or cardiac part of which is produced into sacs that sometimes

extend into the cavity of the arm to which they corresjiond. On the

aboral side of these sacs, the alimentary canal again narrows somewhat,

and widens again into a pyloric sac, the angles of which are again ]iro-

longed into tubes which run alon"' the aboral side of the ravs- The fi«- i''-'- — ^^i"."?

upper or jiyloric part of the stomach is attached by a mesenteric mem- iio,ii,eii.uia at

brane to the aboral wall of the body, while the cardiac sacs are similarly

connected with the ossicles or calcareous plates around the mouth. Beyond the jiyloric

sac is a short tubular intestine, which encls in a more or less minute anal pore, apparently
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nuliiiu'iilan-. Into the intestiiie djteiis a duct which divides in two main branches. These

branches subdivide into numerous follicles, tile whole formiiio- what is supposed to be the

liver, since it contains a bitter flvud like bile. The nervous system consists of a nerve

which runs, as a longitudinal ridue, along each ambulaeral groove, and of a ring aroun<l

the mouth. At the end of each arin a rudimentary eye, continuous with the ambidaeral

nerve, is placed at the end of a nmditied tentMcle. The water system consists of a

canal running the entire length of each arm. This canal is jilaced in the angle formed

by the ambulaeral plates, and is thus extern.al to them. It is separated by a strong

]iartition from a second canal which intervenes between it and the nervous Ijand which

forms tile liottoiu of the ;nnl)ulacral uroove in the livint;- animal. This lower canal,

KiG. 13.").— Bipimiai-ia of star-flsli : am
ambulacra ; i, intestine; o, anus; «',

stomach; v, water tubes.

rudimentary
esophagus; s, Fig. 136. — Late

which is itself divided into two luilves, is c;illed the :iiiibul;icral neur;il c;ui;d, ;md com-

municates with a cireulai- canal around the mouth. Fi-oni ojiposite sides of the

amlinlacral canal of the water system, short branches j)ass up lietween the ambulaeral

ossicles to the ampulla^, which are s;ics with muscular walls lying above the ambulaeral

plate.s, and within the cavity of the arm. Eadi ampulla communicates with a ]>edicel

or sucker by the ])ores in the ambulaeral ])lates, as liefore described. The cavity of the

body ;ind rays is filled with a watery fluid containing corjiu.seles, evidently represent-

ing the blood of higher animals. Pores, by^ which water can enter the liody cavity,

are often present upon the aboral as])eet of a star-fish.

The se.xes are distinct, but can only be distinguished by a microscopic e.xamination

of the ghmds, which are situated on each side of the interior of the arms, or at the

junction of the body with the r;iys. As the jjlates which enclose the base of the arms
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in the lonji-armed star-fishes are interrarUal, and are homologous with those which fill

u]i the sjiaee between the arms in the pentagonal s]>eeies, the ovaries are actually

iiiterradial or iiitoi-ambulaeral in ]iosition, as in ojihiuroids. The egus jiass out by a

|jure on eacli side of the liase of the arms, situated Ix'tweeu two )ilatcs, .-uid difficult to

detect.

The eniljryo of a star-fish is usually a tVee-swinuning animal with arms and ciliated

bauds, and has been called a Hrachiolaria, <ir, in other forms, l>i|)iiinai-ia. The
Brachiolnria, when it has attained its f'ldl <le\'clo|iment, has thirteen arms— a me<lial

anal j)air, a dorsal anal pair, a \'eiitral anal ]iair, a <lorsal oral pair, a viaitral oral ])air,

an odd anterior arm, bearing an odd lirachiolar arm, and a ]iair of smaller l)rachiolar

arms connected with the oral ventral |)air of aims, 'i'lie brachiolar arms have wart-

like appendages at the ti)i, whereas .all the otlier arms are surrounded by chords of

\ibratile cilia. The median anal arms :i]i]iear first .ami are largest (in Asturuvuiithion

jjdUiihix), and the odd brachiolar arm precedes the p.iii- (jf simil.ar arms. The adult

lar\:e ino\e about rapidly by means of the cilia, with the lu-al e\tremit\- in advance.

In the Biliinnaria the arms are fewer in number ami are more slender, and all are

ciliateil.

The first commencement of the growth of the young star-fish is by the a])|)earance,

<jn the anal side of the left water-tube of the larv.a, of five slight folds; while on the

other side of the anal ex-

tiemity a|ipear five lime-

stcjue rods. The folds are

the first rudinu'iits of the

rows of suckers, the rods

of the .abcir.il skeleton.

The rays -.xw indicated as

lobes upon the growing

dorsal p.art of the disc

while the suckers are still

widely separ.'iteil from

them. The young star-

fish, thus growing on the

opposite surfaces of the

two water-tubes, soon
hiads down the anal end

of the embryo, the larva

then l)ecomes sluggish, the

body changes from trans-

p.arent to cloudy and

opa(|ue, tlu' arms contract

.and liec(]nu' constricted

into cells, .and soon noth-

ing remains but the bracli-

iolar arms, brought close

to the young star-fish by the shrinkage of the l)ody. These finally follow the rest.

Not a single ])art is dropjied off, the whole of the larva jiasses into the star-fish. The
first stejis subsequent to this resorjjfion are the a]i)iroach of the oral and aboral sides

by the contraction of the water-tubes, and the approach to symmetry of the at first

-Oial .- young star-tisli.
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WKiymmcXncnX arms. From tliis stage the arms <>railually lengthen, and the spines

and suckers develop and increase in number mitil the adult foi-m is reached.

In some star-fishes the embryo develops directly without ]iassing through a free-

swimming stage, and this is esjiecially the case with s)jecies of the southern seas.

Various adaptations of the si)ines and external membrane ft)rm marsu])ia for the

protection of the young while attached to the parent. A large species of Asterias,

dredged in Stanley Harbor, formed a shelter for its young by drawing its arms

inwards and forwards over the mouth. Echinustvr mrsii does tlie same.



STAn-FISHES. 157

The famil_y BrisingidjE iuchuk's only two known species, liotli inhabitants of deej)

water, where they have an exceedingly wide distribution. The genus approaches

J'l/c/wpodkc and Crossasfer, but in appearance is intermediate between the ophiurids

and the star-fishes, since it has a distinctly circumscribed disc like the former,

thouoh the hing arms are soft as in the hitter. jBrisinr/a endecaommos has eleven

.arms, which ai-e nearly smooth, while the nine to thirteen arms df /). roronata have

tr;nis\erse crests of spines. The arms are sometimes a foot long, they ,are narrow at

their insertion into the disc, enlarge considerably towards the middle, where the

ovaries .are develo]>t'd, ami tapei- tlieiuH' to the tip. 7>. c"W'0^j«<(6 has a single genera-

tive or^an, with a single o|ieHiiig, un each side of each arm, while li. oiidixacnenws

has a u'reat nunilier of separate sni.ill urgans, each with its own ojjening, in a similar

position. The w:iter-feet are fui'iiished with sucking-discs. I'ows of long spines

covered with soft skin border the ambnfacral grooves; this skin is full of small

pedicellariu?, and groups of pedicellaria' ai-e scattered over .arms and clisc. The

cre;iture is extremely fragile, and always breaks to jjieces before it can be handled.

The Pteeastekid.e arc furnished with groups of diverging si)incs, on the tips

of which a membrane is carried. Ilijinenaster pelluckhts was first dredged in five

hundred fathoms off the north <if Scotland, and it has since l)een found that, with

pt'rhaj)S the exception of Arclmsfi:); Ili/menastev is the most widely distributed geinis

of ileeji-water asteri<ls, vni-ying from four hundred to (wo tliousand five hundre<l

fathoms.

Illjmenaater iiobillK is rathia- a large st.ar-fish, tiai im'lies across. The five arms,

each two inches wide, are united to each other by a lnnad web attacheil to the outer

row of the spines which fiingx^ the amlndacral groo^ e, thus transforming the animal

into a large jientagoii. 'I'he entire upjier surface, the web excepted, is set with

bunches of four to six diverging spines about an eighth of an inch long. These spines

support, dear of the surface of the disc, a tolerably strong membrane, like the canvas

of a tent. Something similar to this nvt'mWm PtemMer. In the centre of the back

this arrangement is modified to form a brood ])0uch for the young. From five

calcareous supports, arising from the ambidacral plates below, spring a double series

of spines, the outer series of three or four <liverging in the onlinary way beneath the

tent cover, while the inner series of six or eight neiMl inwards, and have a special

membrane stretched between them in such a way that each sei-ies forms a fandike

valve, the spines closing when the valve is closed .and separating when it is opened,

in this central jioucli tlu' young are carriivl. This species was taken in eighteen

hundred fathoms, about eleven hundred miles southw^est of Cape Otway, Australia.

Korethraster hisx>idits was dredged near the Shetland Isles. It is a small star-fish

with the whole of its u]i]U'r surface covered with long spines (jiaxillai) like sable

brushes, masking its true outline. T^ows of delicate, spoon-.shaped s))ines border the

anibulaci-al grooves. Another species of this genus, K. pal>natns,hns been dredged
in the Caribbean Sea.

Pteranter is the priiuapid genus of this essentially deep-watci- family. In P.
/iia/dpes, of the Norwegian seas, there are four rows of water-feet, as in Asfen'as.

The AsTROPECTixii)^ are forms with long rays ending in a point, thus resembling

in general shajie the Asteridre, from which they differ in having two rows of ambula-
cral tentacles, which are usually without sucking discs at their extremity, and also in

the character of the skeleton, which is formed, at least in the dorsal region, of con-

tiguous ossicles, often shajjcd like an hour-glass, and bearing tubercles which are
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crowned with small tufti'il sjiim's called paxilli. They are nmst iiuiiieruus in the hot

seas.

The genus Aatroj'&'ttii is a large one, anil many species occur in deeji water. A.

articulatus ranges from New Jersey to the West Indies. Several s]iecies are known
to occur ou the west co.ist of Xorth Amerii-a.

Nearly allied to Astropecte/i, hut differing from it in the \ery cousjiicuous feature

of the ahsence of any large marginal plates on the sides of the rays, is Ijuidia^ the

hrittle star-fish, celebrated for its power of breaking into fragments when it is brought

from the bottom. L. chttlwiitu ranges from New Jersey to the West Indies, and is

common in the C'arolinas. L. tcstielluta, a tine species, attaining a diameter of more

than a foot, ranges from the (-iulf of California to Peru. < 'hnodincnK i-rispati(s is

another North Atlantic sjiecics, ipccuning in the North Sea, (ireenlan<l, and New Eng-

land. It is almost pentagonal from the sliortniss of the rays.

X,eptij(;lKistrr keiyueleneitsis has its tloi'sal surface covered with a tessellated pave-

ment of paxilli oi- s])ines, with large heads. These paxilli form with their approxi-

mated heads a sort of hexagonal mosaic on the surface, but Ijetween their slender

shafts arcade-like sjiaces are left, and into these spaces the eggs ])ass from the genital

openings. Eggs and young in all the eal'ly stages of development occupy the.se spaces

at once, but when at least six siu'kers have formed ou each arm, they push their way
out between the paxilli. usualh iu the angles lietwiTU the arms. The young escajie

mouth u}i]ierinost, and ilisengagc tlu^ir .arms one liy one. .Vfter this they rem.ain at-

tached to the parent for some time, iu the young, the madreporic plati' can be seen

near the margin of the disc, but in the adult it is hiddi'u by tlu' paxilli.

Arc/taster re.nUlifer, taken in tliiee iiuudreil and forty-four fathoms, west of the

Shetland Isles, is a tine s|iecies .ibciut ten inches across, remarkalile for the arrange-

nu'Ut of the ambulacral s|iiiies, wliicli foian coiiibs that increase iu size toward the

base of the arms. Ka<-h |ilatc li.-is a doulile row uf spines, and eacli spine has a

second short sjiine at its end. 'i"he anib\daci-:il ^l•oo\ es .are much wider, and the

ambulacral tubes larger in pro]iortion to the aiiinial than is usual.

Archaster bi/rons, taken in deeji water noith of the Hebrides, nu'asures five inches

across, and is of a rich cream or light rose tint.

PorreUanaster rarnJnitit was dredged by the 'Challenger' in one thousand two

hundred and forty fathoms, in the Gulf Stream. The arms are rather shorter than the

diametei- of the disc; the ambulacral pl.ates ai-e lai-^c. and fiuMiished with two flat-

tened S]iines; and the jilates forming the .angles of the mouth .n-e unusually flattened

and expanded. There are two rows of large marginal jjlates, and the two on the end

of each arm are fused together, and bear three spines, one on each side below, and a

central one above. Vertical rows of small flattened scales cover the two central

]iairs of marginal plates in the re-entering angles between the arms, and look like a

little brush between each pair of arms. The upper surface is eovei'ed with narrow

calcareous plates, and is of a delicate cobalt blue color. The excretory opening is

very distinct in the centre of the disc. It h.-is been found in the North Pacific and

near Tristan d'Acunha.

The AsTERiNiDJi are pentagonal, more ox less elevated in the centre of the disk,

and always sharp at the edge. Spines are present, at least on the ^eutral surface, and

there are two rows of pedicels in the ambulacral grooves.

Asteropsin imhricata, a species which ranges from Vancouver's Island to near San

Francisco, is a good examjile of this family. The skeleton of the aboral side is a retic-
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ulatimi i>f ri:it, irrcuuhir, st;ir->liM|K'il |il;itcs, rrniii wlTu'li divcriic 1(iii<j;cr flnt |ii('ces

ciiniii'i'tiiiii- the iitliiM-s liit;'t'tlicr ; tlic pl.-itcs Mini liicir (•(iniicctini;- links :\vi- :ill ilil'iri-

0Mtc(l, thiit iji, (i\crl;!]) cMcli hiIkt.

A-ihrinii foil Hill iH-v\u-^ ill till' Wcsl lii.lii's :iiiil in Florida. J.s7r;v'//<^ is ;i lariiT

l;-i'1ius, almost worlil-wiilc in its (lislriliiilion, Tlic skeleton is foniied of iinlii-icated

or o\ ei--la|i|iiiiu and notched ossieiila, ami this structure is usual in the family, an ex-

ception lieiii'4- /h'sii.'i/i n'lni (ihiiuriiinlis, in \vlii<-li sinunlar species, a native of the coast

of X<'\v Caledonia, the plates of the liac'k are disjoined, leaviiiL;' lietweeii them mem-
liraiioiis spaces, most of which are pierced liy a tentacle. In the u'caius I'dtiriii^ the

plates of tlu' h.ai'k are rounded, .and simply touch eacli other. P. cra.sxii is from

Western Aiistrali.i.

In the (ioNiAsi i;i:iii.i-;, the skeleton, at le.ist on the lower face, is formed of roiindi'd

or pol\i;dnal ossicles, formiiiL;' a kind of |)a\ianent, and there are iisn.ally two rows of

maruiiial plates of comiiaratively larye si/.c. The body apjiroaehes more or less to the

|ientau'(>nal shape, tlie .arms jirojectiiiL;' hut sliulitly, .and tiiere are two rows of suckia-s.

Some \cry tine examples of this family are found ii] the west coast of this con-

tinent, i'romiiii'jit aiiioiiL;- tlnan is (Jnn.itcr ocriileidnlis, which ineasui'es eie'lit or

nint' inches aia-oss, .and is also of consideralile thickness in the centre of the disc. It

ranges northw.ard to Lower C'.aliforiii.a.

A Very lieautiful species, with Iiuil;, sli.irp spines upon .a lirinht reel ilisc, is Xido-

reUia ariuata, a iK'utagonal, cake-like star some five or six inches across, ^biiphkotlcr

insit/nis, another Lower Californiau species, has short, flat arms and a flat disc, and the

regular arrangeiiK'iit of itssjiiues .and ti'sselatcd plates naiders it exceedingly heautifiil.

A more northern species is Mei/idufcr i ifim/is, which h.as been found .as far north as

Puget Sound.

A-^tnii/iiiiiiiiii j//u-i/;/iaiiinii is ,a Large, bright-red pentagonal star-fish, which resides

at depths of from twenty to fifty t'atlioms, on rocky liottotns, in the Gulf of Maine and

northward. ,i. i/ranuhm' is from Scandinavia, /'eiitiireros re/irulatus is about eight

inches across the arms, and is found on botli sides of the Atlantic, at the Ca]ie Yerde

Islands, and in the West Indies. In ('ulcltii the shajie is ]ientagoiial, and the tips of

the ainbulacr.a aji])ear on the ilors.il surface. 'I'he (ioni.isteridiv are mon' numerous

in types than any other family of star-fishes, 'j'hcir princijial centre of distribution

seems to be tlie west coast of Australia ami the Malaysian and Melanesian archi-

pelagos.

The LiNi KIA11.1-; h.a\c .a skeh'ton composed of rounded or elliptical ossicles, either

contignous or united by rods. There ari' no spines, but the surface of tlie bodv is

smooth or iniifornily grannl.ar. The species are most numerous in hot regions.

JJnckia imifiifi<'ial!.-<, :\ h"nc species raii'.dni:' fr<iin Lower Califcuaiiii to I'eru, and

Linrkia i/nHJIikjH, of the West indies .nid Klorid.a. are examples of the typical

genus. (Jjiluilid.-il, r jii/ruiniiliiH.-i is .a large species with the s.ame range as L. inii.

fasciidi.'!.

The Eciiix.\srKi!iii.K, asdi^fined by I'crrica', lia\c .1 skeleton com]iose(l of a network

of lengthened ossicles, and haxc I wo rows of ambulacral feet. Spines ari.se from the

ossicles of the dorsal surface.

ICcJiinaster sentus is a five-armed species, abundant in the West Indies and

Florida, and extending north to Xew Jersey. The s])ines are comjiletely sheathed in

membrane, and occur only at the angles of the limestone polygons of the dorsal

surface. Solaster endecahns. eleven or fewer smooth arms, and is widely spread in the
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North Atlantic. Its j)lace in tlie Xorth Pacific is taken by S. decemradiata. The retic-

ulation of the skeleton is close, and the arms less tiattened than in the next species.

Crossuster papposus is common to hoth sides of the Atlantic, and is found in Nor-

way, Denmark, Britain, France, and in America as far south as Massachusetts Ba^•.

It has twelve arms, the spaces between which are largely filled up upon the oral side

by a membrane, while the u]ij)er surface is an open network of limestone rods, carrying,

at the points of junction, club-shaped ])rocesses which bear tufts of small spines.

Cribrdia sex-radiata, from the ^Vntilles, is remarkable from its possession of six

arms, an exceptional character in this genus. It has also the faculty of reproduction

by division into two halves, so that most examples show three larger and three smaller

arms. This jiower is also possessed liy several of the manj-armed Asterias, by some

JJnckias, and some Asterhias. C'rlhvella suuf/iii/ioleiita is common on the New
England coast below low-water mark.

The AsTERiD.E are star-fishes which usually have the arms well-developed, and have

four rows of water-feet, each ending m a

sucking-disc, along the ambulacra. One
of the largest genera is Asterias, or Aster-

acaiithion, species of which are found

^j&^ everywhere in the northern hemis]ihere.

^'^'W'- -^- ruhens is a common European form.

>j?%?i.'?»S'^~ - 1- beryliims extends from Halifax, Nova
^Pffiv' - '"''M-i^ Scotia, to Florida, while A. vuh/aris

V'"" ranges from Long Island Sound to Lab-
*"' rador. The last two species are both

~^i common in Massachusetts Bay.

>^^lis» \'i<?2s?& In A. ochracea, which rantjes from

/?N«--^V V-'ir,'^^ Sitka to San Dieso, and is the most com-

/~$^=%f H'h4^\ mon star-fish of the Californian coast, the

/~*V>' Ikv*^ arms and the ambulacra are wider than

^o>' X&f^ in most species of the genus, and the cal-

W careous network which covers in the sides

and back of the arms is exceednigly solid.

Several other sjiecies of Asterias occur ujion the Pacific coast of the United States,

but the most conspicuous is the large six-armed A. <ji(jantea, which attains a diameter

of more than two feet. Nearly allied is Pycno'podia helianthoides, a gigantic form

with more than twenty arms, common on the Pacific coast of North America, from

Cape Mendocino to Alaska; the calcareous skeleton of the upper surface is reduced to

a few small rods at the base of the sjiines, and hence a large well-preserved specimen

is a rarity. This species attains the diameter of three feet, or thereabouts, and is of

a bright red color in life. Professor A. Agassiz considers that this sjiecies, as well as

Crossaster papjjosus, are in many respects allied to Urisi/if/n.

The many-armed Asterida? are, for the most part, included in the genus Helittster,

or sun-star, two species of which, H. kifbiniji and JT. microbrac/da, occur upon the

west coast of North America, from Panama to Cape St. Lucas. The latter form has

more than thirty arms, and the free portions of the arms are very short.

Zoroaster fulgens, dredged northwest of the Hebrides, has immensely long arms

and a very small disc, not one-twelfth of the total diameter of the animal, which

measures ten inches across. It closely resembles Ophidiaster, but has four rows of
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water-feet in the ambulacral grooves. Zoroaster sigsbeei and Z. nckleyi are two

species dredged by the 'Blake' in or near the Caribbean Seas, in 1878-79. The last

attains a diameter of about nine inches across the arms. Though the suckers are

ranced in four rows at the base of the arms, there are but two rows at the extremity.

It greatly resembles an Ophidiaster in general appearance.

The small size of the sucking-discs of the water-feet, and the general aspect of the

animals, sus"-est that the genus should be placed with the Astropectinidae, near to

Luidia.

Caulaster is a singular star-fish, furnished with a peduncle in the centre of the disc,

suggestive of the centro-dorsal tubercle of a comatula. It was taken by the French

exploring expedition.

Class III.— ECHINOIDEA.

The Sea-Urchins are eehinoderms without arms and without a stalk. They are

protected externally by a calcareous test, composed of plates known as the coronal

plates. Those plates form ten distinct areas, five of which are perforated with pores

for the exit of the suckers, and are known as the ambulacral areas, while the five

intermediate areas bear no suckers, and are known as interambulacral. The variations

in the form and size of these plates, and of the areas they compose, give rise to the

varying shapes of the different genera. The mouth is always situated u]ion the lower

or actinal aspect, which is applied in progression to the surface upon which the animal

moves ; but the position of the anus varies in different families. The surface of the

plates, except where the pores are situated, is covered with spines, which occur upon

every species of echinoid, but vary greatly in their number, structure, and size, so

that they form one of the best characters by which species can be distinguished.

There seems at first sight to be little resemblance between the huge bat-like spines

of Heterocentrotus, the sharp, hollow, brittle spines of the Diadematidse, the solid-

fluted spines of the Echinids, and the slender, delicate spines, usually short, but

sometimes long and silky, of the spatangoids or irregular sea-urchins, yet A. Agassiz

assures us that in their early stages the young spines of Echinids are much alike.

They are polygonal, made up of rectangular meshes placed in regular stories one above

the other. There is no difference in the typical structure of the spine of the young of

Cidaris, Ecfnnus,Stronffylocentrotus, Arbacia, Eclii-

nocyatyms, or Schizaster. Some recent genera, espe-

cially the spatangoids, retain a type approaching

that of all young echini, while among many older

genera, as in Cidaris and other regular sea-\u-chins,

complicated types occur.

The coronal plates are more or less pentagonal,

and are usually firmly united at their edges. Twenty
principal longitudinal series, two in each ambulacral,

and two in each interambulacral area, make up the

mass of the test, and a series or rosette of ten single

plates form a ring round the aboral or apical margin.

The apical extremities of the ambidacra abut upon

the five smaller of these plates, each of which is perforated, supports the eye-

spot, and ie called the ocular plate. The apical ends of the inter-ambulacra cor-
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respond to tlio five larger plates, which are perforated with .1 larger aperttire for

the escape of the generative products, and are called genital jilates. One of these

genital plates, lying in what is recognizable as the right anterior inter-ambulacruni,

is larger than the others, and has a porous, convex surface. This is the madre-

poric body, and communicates with the water-system. Within the circle formed

by the genital and ocular plates are a number of small plates, of which one, the anal,

is larger than the others. The anus lies slightly out of the centre, between the anal

plate and the posterior margin of the anal area. The space around the mouth

(jieristome) is usually strengthened for some distance by irregidar oral plates ; and

ten rounded plates, sujijjorting as many suckers, and perforated by their canals, are

placed in ]iairs close to the lip.

Each of the double series of coronal ])lates presents a zigzag suture

in the middle line. Each ambulacral plate is subdivided by a greater

or less series of sutures into a number of smaller plates, which are per-

forated by the pores of the suckers, and are called pore-plates. Tliese

are the jiriniitive ambulacral plates, and in the Cidaridai do not coalesce

into larger ambulacral ])lates, but sim])ly enlarge.

Scattered over the body, especially near the mouth, are the pronged

pedicellariw ; and on most living echini, Ciilaris excejited, small button-

like bodies called s]ih;eridia are found. These are situated upon a short

stalk, and are thought to be possibly organs of taste. The sj^ines or

other appendages of the test are mounted upon tubercles, the size of

which is proportioned to that of the sitines, so that the emiitv and
Fig. 141. — Pecli- ' '

.
'

.

' •

ceiiaria o£ se.v deiuided test of a sea-urchin, covered with pores .-ind tul)ercles, tells

much resjiecting the affinities of its former habitant.

In a large portion of the class, the regular urchins and the cake-urchins, the mouth

is furnished with five pyramids or jaws moved by powerful muscles, and in the regular

sea-urchins each jiyraniid is composed of eight pieces, making a total of forty pieces.

The digestive canal consists of a narrow gullet, a stomach of considerable length,

passing from left to right around the interior of the body, and then ttirning up and

curving back in the opposite direction ; and of a terminal intestine. The stomach

forms two series of loops, partly enclosing the ovaries, and is held in ]>lace by a broad,

thin membrane, the mesentery. The sexes are distinct, and there ai-e five ovaries or

spermaries, opening outward by the openings in the genital ]ilates. The single madre-

poric canal extends from the madreporic j)late to the circular vessel around the

mouth.

The m.ajority of the Echinoidea undergo a metamorphosis, the early stages of which

are similar to those of the star-fish. The embryo sea-urchin is called a pluteus, and is

furnished with eight long arms supported by slender calcareous rods. These ai-ms

and rods are the locomotive apparatus of the young animal, which ])rogresses by open-

ing and closing them like an umbrella. The bod}' is also provided with a curiously-

curved band of vibratile cilia. Anything more unlike a sea-urchin than one of these

plutei, with its complex sprawling array of arms and bilaterally symmetrical, but not

radiated body, cannot well be imagined.

In Stron(/i/locentrotns drobachiensis, the common urchin of the Atlantic coast, the

rudiments of the first tentacles apjiear in twenty-three days, by which time the pluteus

has acquired its complete external form, but the shajte of the larval digestive cavity is

concealed by the growing sea-urchin within. The body of the pluteus is gradually
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absorbed, and the spines and suckers of the young sea-urchin increase in size and num-

ber. When the jjhiteus has iinally disappeared, the young sea-urchin is more like the

adult than is the young star-fish, but the plates of the apical region are not only more

conspicuous in relation to the size of the test, but differ somewhat in their arrange-

ment from those of the adult. The anus is at first wanting, and the anal plate is rela-

tively large, is in the centre of the apical area, and is united by its edges with the five

plates which, though imperforate in the young, become the genital plates in the adult.

The other five plates that surroimd the apical system (the octdar plates) are also im-

perforate, and from a circle outside that formed by the genital plates, the spaces

between them being occupied by interambulacral plates. In this stage the homology

Fig. 1-12. — Old pluteus of Arbac ith developing sea-urchin.

between the apical region of a sea-urchin, and the caly.x of a crinoid is strongly brought

out ; the anal plate representing the basalia, the genital plates the parabasalia, and the

ocular plates the first radials. The ambulacra may therefore be taken to represent the

arms of a crinoid, and the interambulacral plates of the echinids are homologous with

the interradial plates of the Crinoidea. The calcareous skeleton of the pluteus under-

goes resorjition, but the remainder of the larva passes into the growing sea-urchin.

The pluteus form is not universal among echinoids, since several forms from

the southern hemisphere (Ilemiaster jMlippii, H. cavernosus., Anochamcs sinensis,

Cidaris niitrix, etc.), develop directly into sea-urchins without, or with only traces of,

a metamorphosis. Notwithstanding this great difference in the mode of development,

the species which develop directly are very nearly related to species which live in the

northern seas and pass through the pluteus stage. The 'Challenger' expedition did
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not find any free-swimming echinoderm larvse in the southern ocean. In the species

which develop directly, some of the plates and spines are modified so as to afford

protection to the ova and em-

bryos, which remain attached

to the jjarent during the early

stages of growth.

Most of the regular sea-

urchins affect rocky coasts,

and many of them, by what
agency is not known, burrow

into limestone rocks and coral

reefs until they lie in a cavity

which fits their bodies.

The total number of genera

of Echinoidea known is not

more than two hundred and

twenty-five, represented by

about two thousand fossil, and

less than three hundred recent

species.
Fl(i. 14o.— \tn\i\got Strongijlocentrotlis, m f

1 wenty-iour genera of

echini now living, including several spatangoid forms, were already existing at the

time of the earliest tertiary foi-mations, and some of these date back to the Jurassic

beds, or even to the lias and trias. In tertiary times occur thirty-eight additional

genera which have come down to the jjresent time. TJie tertiary fossil echinids of the

European beds are so similar to those now living in the West Indies, that it is nearly

impossible to distinguish the species.

The southern ocean is the home of most of the deep sea or abyssal species, some
fifty in all, and only one of these, Pourtalesia lyhiale., extends into Europe in deep

water, though a comparatively large number of Pourtalesice and Echinothurida^ extend

into the North Pacific. Twelve of the abyssal species extend beyond two thousand

fathoms. Forty-six species may be called continental, occupying an intermediate posi-

tion between the littoral species and the abyssal forms. Ten of these sjiccies extend to

great depths.

The orders of the Echinoidea adojited by A. Agassiz in his report ujion the results

of the 'Challenger' expedition are the Palsoechinoidea (extinct), the Desmosticha

or regular sea-urchins, the Clypeastridm or cake-urchins, and the Petalosticha or

irregular sea-urchins.

Order I. — DESMOSTICHA.

This order includes those sea-urchins which have a perfectly regular form, the ambu-

lacra commencing at the aperture of the mouth and continuing around the test, which

is more or less globose, until they reach the apical system in the centre of the upper

aspect of the test. The mouth and anus are thus in this order always to be found

upon opposite aspects, the ambulacra divide the circle of the test at five equal

angles, and, except in a very few instances (in the Echinometridae) there is no dif-

ference in length between the two equatorial diameters of the body.



SEA-URCHINS. 165

All these regular sea-uichins, as they are commonly culled, have a highly complex

mouth apparatus. Each of the five pyramids consists of a hollow, wedge-shaped

alveolus, composed of four pieces, or rather of two lateral halves, each formed of a

superior and inferior portion ; and of a long, slender tooth, shaped somewhat like the

incisor of a rat or other rodent. The five alveoli, with their teeth, form a cone, and

the parts are united together by strong transverse muscular fibres and also by long-

pieces applied radially to their upper edges. These radial rods are the rotulte. To
the inner end of each rotula is articulated a slender arcuated

rod, with a free forked e.vtremity. These are the radii. Thus

the entire ajiparatus, usually called ' Aristotle's lantern,' consists

of twenty principal ])arts, five teeth, five alveoli, five radii, and

five rotula;, and as each alveolus consists of four, and each radius

of two parts, the total number of pieces is forty. When iu

position, the alveoli and the teeth face the interambulacra, the

radii and rotula the ambulacra. For the attachment of this

dentary apparatus to the test, the coronal plates of the margin

of the mouth are produced into five perpendicular iserforated

processes, called the auricles. These usually arch over the am-

bulacra. From the auricles and interambulacral spaces at the

margin of the mouth arise a complex system of muscles, pro-

tractor, retractoi-, and oblique, inserted into various parts of the mouth apj)aratus, at

once attaching it firmly and regidating the movements of the parts.

There is great variation in the size, shape, and surface of the spines of the JJesinos-

ticha, but they are never so delicate and silky as in the other orders of echinoids.

Usually certain large spines which form a continuous series from one end of an inter-

nmbula(!rum or ambulacrum to the other may be distinguished as primary sjiines, while

tlie smaller spines forming less complete series are known as secondary or tertiary.

The tubercles to which these spines are movably attached are in some cases marked

by a central pit, into which, and into a corresponding pit on the head of the spine, a

ligament of attacliment is inserted.

The radial ambulacral vessels reach the aml)ulacra from the circular canal around

the mouth by passing beneath the rotulre and through the arches of the auricles.

There are large ambulacral vesicles at the bases of the suckers, which are usually ex-

panded into a sucking disc at tlicir ti]is, where they are strengthened by a calcareous

plate; but in some genera tiie pedicels of the apical ]iart of the test are flattened,

pectinated, and gill-like.

The family Cidarid^ has a large number of small plates in the ambulacral areas,

and the pores are arranged in single pairs. The interambulacral regions are very

wide, with only a small number of tubercles, each of which is large and perforated,

and bears a massive solid spine. There are no secondary spines, but the entire surface

of the test between the jirimary spines is filled in with small papilhT, which extend

also over the oral membrane. Tlie areas occupied by the oral and anal systems are

larger than in other regular sea-urchins ; the jaws are less complicated than in the

Echinidffi and Diadematidfe, the teeth are gauge-shaped, and the auricles are inserted

in tlie interambulacral instead of the ambulacral areas. Processes developed from the

ambulacral plates form a sort of wall on each side of the ambulacral canal. The
ambulacral plates are continued on the peristome to the mitrgin of the mouth, where

their edges overlaji, producing a structure somewhat like that of the entire test of the



166 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

Ecliinothuridae. Cidaris metularia occurs in the Pacific and East India oceans, C.

thouarsii on tlie west coast of North America, and C. tribuloides on both coasts of

the Atlantic. Fine specimens of the latter measure five inches across the spines.

Dorocidarispapillata occurs at depths of from one hundred to six hundred fathoms, and

has extremely long fluted spines, so that an examj)le with a test about an inch across

will measure eight or nine inches from tip to lip of spines. It occurs in the Mediter-

ranean, and the Atlantic, while examples collected at the Philippines cannot be dis-

tinguished from it. I), hracteata, a Pacific species, has the flutes of the spines set with

serrations.

In the species of Fhi/Uacaiithas the sjiines are often ornamented with frill-like

lamellaj, but vary greatly in shape and decoration. P. gigantea, of the Sandwich

Islands, has ten

spines in a series,

and six or eight

lamelkv on each

spine. Gonioci-

daris canalicula-

ta is a species with

elegant spines,

toleral)ly abun-

dant in tlie south-

ern ocean. It has

been dredged in

.sixteen hundred

fathoms. In this

species the ujiper

]iart of the test is

<(uite fiat, and the

two first series of

spines, which are

much larger than

the spines of Vid-

aris usually are on

that part of the

test, lean over to-

wards the anal

opening, and form

an open tent for the protection of the young. These spines are cylindrical and

nearly smooth, the outer series longer and shorter than the inner. A somewhat

similar ari-angement obtains in Cidaris 7iutrix. Sometimes the young creep out,

with the aid of their first few pairs of suckers, upon the long spines of the mother,

and return to the marsuj)ium.

Porocidaria purimrata has several rows of peculiar padille-sha]ied spines round the

mouth. These sjunes are flattened, longitudinally grooved, and serrated upon the edges.

Goniocidaris florigera is remarkable for the shaj^e of the primary spines set around

the anal area. These sj)ines are dilated at the tip in such a manner as frequently to

form a flattened cap, equalling in width one-third the diameter of the test. The oldest

species of Cidaris occur in the Trias, and are small forms with smooth tubercles.

Fig. 145. — Cidar
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In the family Akbaciid.e the median inteiainhuhicial spaces sliow as so many
bare bands, and the structure of tlie jaws, teeth, auricles, and spines, is intermediate

between the Cidarida; and Ecliinidte. The species are few. A. jm.nctulata occurs

upon the eastern, and ^-1. nigra upon tlie western coast of this country. In Cvelopleurus

the spines of the primary tubercles are immense, three times as long as the diameter

of the test, and tajjer gradually to a fine

]ioint. One species occurs on the coast

of Florida.

The Salenid^*; are a small tribe witli

spines like those of tlie Cidaridie in struc-

ture; and with the anal and genital

plates soldered together. Salenia uuri-

spina is quite common in the Caribbean

Sea at depths from three hundred and

fifty to one thousand six hundred and

seventy-fi\e fathoms. This species has

a small pui-ple body and long white ser-

rated spines, and in appearance resem-

bles Dorocklarls. The character whicli

removes it into another family seems a

very small one, yet is one in which it

differs from all regular sea-urchins, ex-

cept its own immediate relatives, which,

so far as we know, commenced to live

upon this earth in Jurassic times, and

have continued through cretaceous and

tertiary to the present day. Instead

I if having five ocular and five genital

)ilates in its rosette, this little urchin has

eleven, the additional one large, cres-

cent-shaped, and occupying a central

jiosition. This plate thrusts the anus

quite out of the centre of the rosette.

In the DiADEMATiD^ tlie spines are

iidllow, long, and set with rings or ver-

ticillations. The test is thin, and the

spines delicate, so tliat it is very diffi-

cult to preserve a specimen entire. D.
iiibxicanus occurs on the west coast of

-Mexico, while D. setosum is found in

both oceans. In Echinothrix the test is stouter than in Diadema, and there are many

\ertical rows of very small tubercles instead of the larger tubercles of uniform size

which characterize Diadema and Astropyya. E. desorii of the Pacific and Red Sea

attains a diameter of alwut five inches, while the spines do not exceed half the

diameter of the test, and are often banded with gi'eenish yellow.

In Astropyga the test is so thin as to be more or less flexil)le, and is greatly de-

pressed, the height usually not exceeding one-third, or even one-fourth of tlie diameter.

In life the colors are very bright, the ambulacral jjlates have pits or depressions of a

:/, enlarged.
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brilliant sky-blue, and tlie sjiines of A. pulvinata are flesh-colored, with brownish,

purple bands. The species named occurs on the west coast of Central America and

Lower California.

The EcHiNOTiiuBin^ are a family distinguished, among other peculiarities, by the

flexibility of the test. This flexibility results from the arrangement of the plates;

which, instead of meeting and uniting at their edges, overlap, are separated by mem-

brane, and are thus free to move. Prof. A. Agassiz points out that this character is well

developed in Astropyga, which may be considered as a connecting link between the

Diadematidae and Echinothuridse. The latter also present many points of resemblance

to the extinct Palajechinidse. All the species have extremely depressed tests, resembling

at first sight those of a cake-urchin or Clyj)eastroid, a group which they also simulate

in the comparative shortness and small size of the spines. In structure they are, how-

ever, regular sea-urchins with the oral and anal systems on o])posite sides of the test.

The genus Asthenosoma contains six species, and occurs at various depths from ten to

fourteen hundred fathoms. Although the test is so dej)ressed in preserved exami)les,

living s]»eeimens, even when brought up from the moderate depth of one hundred

fathoms, are nearly globular, as if the test had been blown up like a foot ball. In

Phonnosoma, of which seven sjiecies are known, there is in life a great contrast

between the flattened oral side, and the high and globose anal as])ect of the test.

P. luculentum is perhaps the most striking S])ecies of the group. The test is of a

beautiful light violet, forming a brilliant contrast to the white lines, indicating the

sutures of the coronal plates, to the comparatively long, smooth, shining, primary

spines, and to the silvery white, thick, hoof-like tijis that terminate many of the primary

spines on the oral surface of the test.

The structure of the jilates u])on the area round the mouth, which remains flexible

in all echini, is in this family so similar to that of the plates of the test itself, as to

suggest that they are primarily of similar nature.
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Sir W. Thomson gives a graphic account of the surprise occasioned by the move-

ments that passed through the test of Asthenosoma hi/strix as it assumed upon the

deck what seemed its usual form and attitude. The test moved and slirank from

the touch when liandled, and felt like a star-fish. It is quite dangerous to handle the

species of this family when alive, as the wounds they make with their numerous sharp

stinging spines produce a pain and numbness as un]ileasant as that occasioned by the

stinging of a Portuguese man-of-war. The tests of some species (as P. tenue) attain a

diameter of six inches. This species has been taken in two thousand seven hundred

and fifty fathoms. Judging from the large size of the eggs and of the genital ojieuings,

this group of sea-urchins is probably viviparous.

The largest family of regular sear^urchins is that of the Echinid^, which may be

divided into the two groups of EchinometridiE, in which the jjores of the ambulacral

areas are arranged in arcs of several pairs of pores, and Echinida3 proper, which have

arcs consisting of only three pairs of pores. This difference is greater than it seems,

for the mode of growth of the bands of pores is quite unlike in the two groups.

Coloboce)itrotus atratus is covered by a pavement of closely packed hexagonal

spines, com])letely concealing the sui'face of the test. Those at the edge of the test

are rather longer and cylindrical or club-shaped. This species occurs at the Bonin

Islands, adhering to the perpendicular faces of rocks exposed to the ocean swells. In

this genus, as also in Heterocentrotux ;nid Echinometra., the outline of the test, viewed

from above, is el-

liptical. The two

species of Hetero-

centrotus have im-

mense club-shaped

or angular spines,

frequently twice as

long as the trans-

verse diameter of

the test ; certainly

the most striking

productions in the

way of spines to be

found in the entire

class. These spmes

are apparently
smooth, but actu-

ally finely striated.

Those immediately

round the mouth
are flattened, while

on the upper sur-

face of the test the

secondary spines
sometimes form a

close pavement.
The auricles are tall and slender, with a large opening. Both species inhabit the

Pacific and Indian Oceans, spreading eastward as far as the Sandwich Islands.

gylncentrotus drubdchiensh, New England t
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H. niammilatus has ten to eleveu pairs of pores iu eachi arc, while H. tric/onarius has

fifteen to seventeen pairs. The spines of the former are nsually stout and bat-shaped,

and in color vary from uniform ash-gray or light brown, with white wings at the end,

to nearly black. In H. trigouarius tlie spines are usually longer, tapering, and more

or less triangular, but Agassiz states that they vary so much that the two species

cannot be distinguished by the spines. When a spine of H. manimilatus is broken

off at the base, it is replaced by a long tapering triangular si)ine like that of the other

species.

The genus to which the cumbrous name of Strongi/loceutrotus has been given con-

tains species with a circular or pentagonal, slightly depressed test, with pores arranged

in arcs of at least four or five pairs. There are several species, of which the best

known is the «S'. drobachiensis of the

north-eastern coast of North America,

and of Alaska. S. mexicauus occurs

ni the Gulf of California, and the test

reaches a diameter of nearly three

inches ; but these dimensions are far

behind those of /S. franciscanus, of

the west coast of the United States.

In this form the test alone is five or

six inches across, and the s))ines are

large, so that fine examples measure a

foot. In the Echinid* proper, a grouji

which contains several genera and

species, the test is often nearly globu-

lar, — in Amblypneustes the height

equals the width. Echiiins esculeiUiis

is one of the best known forms, and is found on the coasts of Norway and of England.

The test is of a brownish or brick red color. As its name implies, it is occasionally

used as food. Ilippono'e depressa is a large sjiecics from the western coast of Mexico

and the Gulf of California.

J'rionechinus sagittif/er, a species found by the ' Challenger ' ex]iedition at depths

varying from seven hundred to one thousand and seventy fathoms in the seas around

Australia and the East Indian islands, is remarkable from the presence upon the sj)ines

of serrations resembling those of Salenia varispi/m, instead of the regular fluting

characteristic of most Echinida-.

Order II. — CLYPEASTRID./E.

In this order the mouth is placed as in the regular sea-urchins, but the anal open-

ing occupies a position innnediately opposite to the odd ambulacrum, and often on

the under side. The genital pores retain their position at the sunnnit of the upper

surface of the test, which is exceedingly depressed, with its edge or ambitus more t>r

less sharp, so that the uj)per and under surfaces are entirely cut off from each other,

and are of quite different character. The rows of pores for the exit of the suckeis

do not extend around this sharp edge, but form five pairs of curves, arranged some-

what like the petals of a flower, upon the upper surface only; while on the oral

surface the ambulacra are marked by furrows that converge toward the mouth. The
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pores upon the oral surface are either scattered widelj' over the ambulacral and some-

times over the inter-ambulacral plates, forming pwe arete, or they are arranged in

bands which ramify over both the ambulacral and the interambulacral plates. The
difference between the anterior and posterior extremity is well marked in this order,

the former being known by the odd ambulacrum of the three ambulaci-a comjjosing

the trivium, the latter by the position of the anus l^etween the posterior jiair of ambu-

lacra or bivium.

The jaws of the clypeastroids are much simi>ler than those of the regular echini,

and articulate ujion the auricles, instead of being held in place by muscles, as in the

latter. They are V-shajied, and are placed horizontally. The teeth are secured in a

groove corresponding to the line of junction of the arms of the V. The spines are

in all cases delicate and short, often almost velvety in their fineness. The water system

of the clypeastroids is without Polian vessels, but there are large vesicles at the

bases of the suckers. The species mostly live upon sandy or muddy bottoms.

In the EucLYPEASTKiDJE the upper and lower floors of the test are connected and

strengthened by pillars, needles, or radiating partitiotis of calcareous matter. Echi-

nocyatnus piisillus and a few other species are almost as globular as the Echinidae,

l)ut are true Clypeastroids in structure, with simple partitions extending inwards from

the circumference. In Clypeaster and EcMnanthus the floors are connected by pillars,

slender in the former genus, massive in the latter. The s])ecies are large, and, though

flattened, have a rounded ambitus, while the oral surface is concave. C rotumlus

occurs on the west coast of North America, as far north as San Diego, while Echi-

nanthus rosaceus is tolerably common about the West India Islands and Florida.

Lagammi and its near relatives have the floors connected by walls that run parallel

to the edge of the test.

In the ScuTELLidi the test is extremely flat, and is usually more or less circular.

The great quantity of calcareous matter forming the flattened edge is in many species

lessened somewhat by the j)resence of

cuts or oj)enings in the ambulacral or

interambulacral areas. The furrows

of the under surface, which are straight

in Clypeaster, are in this grou]) more
or less branching, and the upper and

lower floors are supported by parti-

tions that radiate from single j)oints.

Some of the best known forms of

Scutellidie belong to the genus Echl-

narachnius, and are without cuts or

luiiales. E.jmrma, the Sand DolLir,

is found on the Atlantic coast of the

United States, and also on the Pacifii

coast as far south as Vancouver Island,

and in Asia as far as Jai)an. E. ex-

centricus is the common cake-urchin

of the Pacific Coast, from Monterey
northward, and occurs also in Kamts-
chatka. It is very conunon in San Francisco Bay, where it

a depth of five to seven fathoms.

upon the sand at
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In 3Iellita the test becomes lai-ge and heavy, and the edges present deep cuts

opposite to the ambulacra. In Encope the niassiveness of the test increases, reaching

its fullest development in E. grandis, a native of the west coast of Mexico and of

the Gulf of California. It is hard to believe that the mass of calcareous material

forming the test of this sea-urchin ever contained a living animal. The edges of the

test are half as thick as the thickest part, which is at the anus. There is a huge

luinile between the posterior ambulacra, beside five cuts opposite the ambulacra.

Order III.— PETALOSTICHA.

These sea-urchins, more commonly known as irregular sea-urchins or Spatangoids,

have no dental apparatus; the test is variable in form, though usually more or less

Fig. 151. — Pirriiiujisis hjrifera.

ellijjtical ; and the anal system is placed between the two posterior ambulacra (bivium).

Certain parts of the test and spines are greatly specialized ; and the radiate form is

accompanied with an evident bilaterality.

Neither the oral nor the anal apertures are in the centre of the test, the former

being displaced anteriorly, and situated beneath the odd anterior ambulacrum, while

the latter is situated beneath or between the petals of the bivium. The ambulacra in

this order vary greatly, but are always petaloid in character upon the ujjper surface,

the series of pores not being continuous around the edge of the test to the under

surface. The anterior ]ietal or ambulacrum often becomes more or less abortive,

so that there are only lour jielals visible above ; while in other cases it is much
enlarged.
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The spines of the Petalosticha vary greatly in size, not only in different species,

but in the same individual. They are always delicate and silky, though in some

species they may be of great length. When the test is cleaned, its surface is in many
cases found to be marked by one or more sj-mmetrical bands of close-set tubercles,

so small that a powerful lens is needed to distinguish them. During life these

tubercles bear slender spines, the heads of which are enlarged, while the shafts are

set with cilia, and shaft and head alike are covered with a thick skin. These fascioles

lie beneath or around the anus ; they surround the outer extremities of the 23etaloid

ambulacra, or, as in Amphidotus, they encircle the inner or apical terminations of the

ambulacra.

Fascioles, as such, are recognized only among spatangoids, but it is probable, saj's

Prof. Agassiz, that the accumulation of miliary tubercles on the edge of some Phor-

mosomas must be regarded as the first trace of them. The earliest spatangoids, like

the Dysasteridas, have no fascioles.

Throughout all these changes of jjosition of mouth and anus, the genital and

ocular plates retain their central position ; but in some genera the genital orifices are

reduced to four.

The circular ambulacral vessel in this order has no Polian vesicles, and there are

no vesicular apjiendages to the bases of the pedicels or suckers, of which there are four

kinds. These are single locomotive pedicels without any sucking disc ; locomoti^'e

pedicels containing a skeleton, and provided with terminal suckers ; tactile pedicels,

with papillose, exjianded lips; and triangular, flattened, more or less comb-like lamellre.

Two or three of these kinds of feet may occur in any ambulacrum, and those which

occur upon a fasciole are always different from the others.

In the Cassidulid^ there are no fascioles, and the form of the test is sub-globular,

approaching that of the regular echini. It includes the sub-families Echineinre and

Nucleolinw.

The mouth in this group is placed centrally, or near the centre. Rhyncopygits

pacificus of the western coast of Mexico belongs here, as does also Catopygus recens,

which was found at a dejith of one hundred and twenty-nine fathoms south of New
Guinea, and has all elevated test, the height about equal to the width, heart-shaped

when looked at from behind, and pointed in front.

In the SpATAXGiD^, the principal family of the order, fascioles or bands of

crowded miliary spines occur, and a plastron, or sjiace without large spines, surrounds

the oral opening, and is bordered by pores. This grou]) is divided into several others,

the Pourtalesiffi, Ananchytinic, Spa-

tangina, Leskiinse, and Brissina, all

distinguished mainly by peculiarities

in the petals and fascioles.

In Pourtalesia and its allies the

ambulacral system is simple, and the

plates which compose it are large.

The mouth, a large opening situated

in a groove, is elliptical, and is cov-
"'W^^MM^^^^gai^-ife^

ered by a membrane strengthened by p„. K^.-rmirinhsmjeffrensU.

an outer row of plates. The species

of Pourtalesia have a curious snout, on the upper side of which the anal opening is situ-

ated. This snout gives to the test a most peculiar appearance when viewed from the
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side, while, viewed from above, some have a more or less bottle-shaped outline, and

others are triangular. P. viiranda has been dredged in the Florida Straits, and near

the Shetland Islands.

P. curinata is a large species with a rather stont test and a bottle-shaped form. It

IS about four inches long, of a light claret color with whitish pink spines, and is

a native of deep water, as it was dredged at from sixteen himdred to two thousand two

hundred and twenty-tive fathoms in the Antarctic Ocean. P. ceratopyga is remarkable

for the great width of the .anterior extremity and the narrowness of the anal snout,

giving to the test a triangular shape. Viewed laterally and in the rear, the posterior

]irojection has considerable resemblance to the head of a turtle. It occurs in the same

localities with the preceding species, and, judging from fragments of some large speci-

mens, must attain a length of about seven inches. P. hispida has a very short anal

snout, and the shape, viewed from above, is that of a short, broad bottle. The trans-

verse section is rounded, instead of obtusely triangular, as in the last species. P.

lagancxda and P.phkde are both bottle-shajicd species, more or less circular in transverse

section. The former occurs both north and south of the equator, from three hundred

and forty-five to two thousand nine hundred fathoms, while the latter, which is a pecu-

liarly slender and small species, was found in t)2° '2Ct south latitude, has an extremely

thin test, and is of a light yellowish pink color. A peculiar form related to Poiirta-

lesia is Spatcmgoa/stis chaUengeri, in which the anal snout is a small projection at the

j)osterior end of a sharp keel which runs along the under side from the mouth back-

wards. In Echinocrepis cimeata, the general outline, whether viewed from above,

laterally, or endwise, approaches a triangle, and there is no anal snout, the anal system

.•i]ipearing on the lower or actinal surface. The two last forms were both taken in

deep water in the southei-n ocean. Other southern Potirtalesice without an anal snout

are Urechimcs naresianus and C'gsiechinus, of which two species, vesica and rryviUn,

are known. C. vesica is the only spatangoid thus far known, which can evidently

expand and contract its test. CystecJiinus is elliptical in plan and irregularly ti-ian-

gular in profile.

Ccdynere has simple ambulacral pores ; two of the ovaries are in the trivium, and

the others are not developed. Its outline is elliptical, and there is a slight keel on

the under surface. C. relicta has been taken at Tristan d'Acunha, and near Fayal, in

two thousand six hundred and fifty fathoms. The central portion of the oral surface,

and the apical surface near the posterior pole, has groups of paddle-shaped spines.

To the Ananchytinfe belong, besides many fossil forms, a few recent genera, among
which ITomolampas has very rudimentary petaloid ambulacra, a flattened test, and a

well-developed sub-anal fascicle. IT. fuha is about four inches long, of a light straw

color, and heart-like in shape. Large curved spines are scattered at intervals among

the short ones that cover the test. It was dredged in two thousand four hundred and

twenty-five fathoms, by the 'Challenger' expedition.

To the Sjiatanginre belong the typical Spatangus^ species of which are common in

Europe, and the nearly allied Maretia and Lovenia. Lovenia cordiformis is elongate,

heart-shaped, flat upon the oral surface, and provided with numerous very long prim-

ary spines, half as long as the test. It occurs on the west coast of Mexico and in Cali-

fornia as far north as Point Conception. Here also belongs the fine sjiecies Bveynia

aitstralasio', which attains a length of four inches and a width of more than three, and

is found in China, Australia, and .Ja|)an, and also PJchinocardium cordatmn of both

coasts of the Atlantic.
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Fig. 153. — Brood poucli of HciitucsU:r jthiiipp'ti. coutaiuiug eggs, enlargeii.

In the sub-f.imily Brissiiia, the genus Hendaster is one of the most intei-esting, on

necount of the manner in which it carries its young, which develoj) without a metamor-

phosis, in receptacles on the apical surface.

H. philippii, a somewhat heart-shaped species found at Kerguelen Island, has

certain of the anibula-

cral plates greatly ex-

p.nided and de])ressed,

SI) as to form four deeji,

thin-walled, oral cups

^\hich encroach u]ion

the cavity of the test,

.and form niai'sujiia or

brood-pouches for the

protection of the

young. The spines

are so arranged that a

kind of covered way
leads from the ovarial

opening to the pouch,

and intliis ]iassagc the

eggs are kejit in place

by the .sjiines, two or three of which bend over each egg. In this way they are passed

to the marsu]iium. The embryos stay within the pouch until the plates of the test have

rleveloped. Young echini in all stages of development are formed within the pouch, and

the small ovaries contain so7ne well-developed eggs ready to escape into it as soon as

there is room. In the young the anal o])ening is nearly central, so that it looks almost

like a regular urchin. //. cavernoaus is regarded by Agassiz as identical with JI.

phillip^ni, but H. zonatus and JT. gihbosus are distinct.

Aeropese rostraUi is remai-kable for its length and narrowness, for its deeply sunken,

odd anterior ambu-

lacrum, and for the

eight great sucking

discs upon the lat-

ter. Aceste beUicK-

I
'< ra is near Aerope,

yet is in appearance

I me of the strangest

I if sea-urchins, for

nearly the whole of

its upper surface is

occupied by the

deeply sunken odd

anterior ambula-
c r u m, surrounded

by a narrow fas-

cicle, from within

which spring large, flattened, paddle-shaped spines. These spines curve over the great

hollow of the ambulacrum, and underneath them may be seen a number of huge disc-

Hi 1.'..'. — Upper and under sui-faces of Arf^ti- hi-lHiVn
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shaped suckers. Tlie excretory opening is at the posterior extremity. Only two

ov.aries are developed, and the eggs appear to be very large at the time of expulsion,

corresponding to the large size of the ovarial openings.

The genus Schizaster includes several species of almost circtdar outline when

viewed from above, but with a deeply sunk anterior ambulacrum, and the other ambu-

lacra depressed. In the young the odd anterior ambulacrum, as in Aceste, ocoipies

the greater part of the upper surface, and the suckers of this ambulacrum are very

large. Thus, Aceste may be regarded as a permanent form of the young of Schizaster.

Other Brissina are the well-known large species Jirissus carinatus, which is widely

spread in the Pacific, and reaches a length of seven inches, and a width of nearly six

;

the pretty little egg-like and delicate Agassizia scrobiculata of the west coast of

Mexico, and Perinopsis lyrifera of European seas.

Class IV.— HOLOTHUROIDEA.
The llolothnrians or Sea Cucumbers are the least radiate and least typical of

echinoderms, ajiproaching the worms in the length and usually cylindrical form of the

body (which is elongated in the direction of the axis), of the oral and aboral systems,

and is without arms. The mouth is surrounded by a circle of branched tentacles, and

the body-wall is muscular and leathery, instead of presenting a calcareous test or

system of calcareous plates or ossicles, as is the case with other echinoderms. But

though there is nsually no continuous calcareous armature, the integument contains

numerous calcareous bodies of varying form. The bodj'-wall consists of an external

skin, within which is a layer of connective tissue, and inside this a layer of muscular

fibres, some of which are disjiosed in circles around the body, while others form five

longitudinal bands. These bands are attached to a calcareous ring surrounding the

mouth. The calcareous plates forming this ring are ten or twelve in number, and the

longitudinal muscles are attached to five of these. These five plates are also notched

for the passage of the nerves and ambulacral canals.

The water-system varies greatly in degree of development. In one section of the

class (Apoda) there are no ambulacral feet or ambulacral canals, and the only trace

of the water-system is to be found in the ring-canal round the gullet, with its greater

or less number of Polian vesicles internally, and the circlet of comparatively simple

tentacles externally, and in the madreporic or stone canal or canals, which run down-

wards into the body and terminate in a calcareous network, the homologue of the

madreporic body of other echinoderms. In all the class, with two exceptions, the

madreporic body is internal, and by its openings the water-system communicates, not

with the external water, but with the large body-cavity that intervenes between

the intestinal canal and the body-wall.

In the higher Holothuria or Pedata the circular vessel of the ambulacral system

not only gives origin to the Polian vesicles, stone-canals, and tentacles, but to five

ambulacral canals, which pass through holes or notches in the plates to which the

longitudinal muscles are attached, and run backward along the median line of each of

those muscles, immediately interior to the longitudinal nerve. In most ca^es each of

these ambulacral vessels is furnished with ampullae, connected with processes of the

body-wall which foi-m suckers or ambulacral feet, much as in a sea-urchin. In other

genera some of the rows of suckers are suppressed, the other rows forming a surface

upon which the animal creeps.
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There is no dental Mjipnratus in Ilic lioldtliiiriils, l>ut, a slidrt [iharviix Icarls into a

stomach, and this into an intestine nsnally much longer than the hodj-, and often

several times its length. In the

higher holothurids the intestine

terminates in a distinct chamber

< ir cloaca, often of large size. Into

this cloaca open the stems of two

(sometimes one) hollow, much-

hranched organs called the'res-

](iratory trees.' The sea-water

enters into and is expelled ont

of these' organ.s, which thns fill

the body-cavity with water that

is taken up by the madreporic

body and carried Into the water-

system. The respiratory trees

are also believed to be organs of

excretion.

In some holothurians the

cloaca or the respiratory tree is

also jn-ovided with sim])lc or

branched appendages the interior

of which is occuj)ied by a solid

nr viscid substance. The use of

these is not certainly known, but,

as they are readily thrown ont

when the animal is disturbed,

Semjier supposes that they are

<irgans of defence. These are

known as the Cuvierian organs.

The nervous system is of the

usual echinoderm pattern, consist-

ing of a mouth-ring 2)laced above

the ring-canal of the water-system,

and of five principal ambulacral

cords passing through notches in

the plates around the a?sophagus.

The system which is sujjposed to

be analogous to the circulator}-

system of higher animals is very

complex in many of the higher

holothurids, extends over the ali-

mentary canal, and enmeshes one

of the respiratory trees.

The genital organ is in many-

cases single, and in the Synap-

tidfe contains both ova and sper-

matozoa, so that these forms are

VOL. I. — 12

Fio. 156. — Anatomy of fnutliiui annata; a, anastomoses of dorsal
blood-vessels; //.branchial tree; f/, dorsal blood-vessel; /, mesen-
terial filaments; ,f7, genital opening; /, alimentary canal; /.longi-
tudinal nuiscles; m, mouth; o, genital duct; p, pharyngeal ring;
r, reproductive organs, cut away on right side; t, tentacular am-
pullse; V, ventral blood-vessel,
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hcnuMphrorlite. In the majorit}^ of the class the sexes are flistiiict. The oviduct opens

near the mouth. Tlie ovum, after segmentation, becomes, by tlie invagination or turn-

ing inwards of a part of the external surface, converted into a. hollow gastrula, the

opening of which becomes the anus, while a mouth and gullet are produced by the

invagination of the outer layer of tissue or ectoderm. The completed alimentary canal

of the larva consists of a gullet, a rounded stomach, and an intestine, and the cilia of

the external surface become restricted to a number of hoops or bands, from one to five

in number, bent upon themselves, yet passing all round the body. These are accom-

j)anied by certain ear-like projections, from which the young is known as an Auricidaria.

Before the auricularia is fully formed the young holothurian buds out near the side of

the stomach, and gradually develops its spicules. The ear-like processes disappear, the

auricularia becomes cylindrical, the body of the embrj'o elongates, tentacles are devel-

ojied ai-ound the mouth, and the young holothurian is complete. The entire course of

development is largely parallel to that of the other echinpderms, but the holothurian

is more directly developed from the larva than is the case in sea-urchins and star-

fish. Some holothurians, like some star-fishes and sea-urchins, have the larval

stages suppressed or only slightly indicated, the young develojiing in a sort of

marsujjium.

The holothurians arc of little economic value, and with us arc regarded merely as

objects of scientific interest. In the East they are more important, and as 'trepang*

play a prominent part in the diet of the Chinese and other oriental peoples. The
trade of preparing the trepang is almost entirely in the hands of the Malays, and every

year large fleets set sail from Macassar and the Philippines to the south seas to catch

the ' Beche-de-Mcr.' They are split open, boiled, dried in the sun, and then smoked

and packed in bags. The annual catch is estimated at about four hundred tons, and

the price varies according to quality from seven to fifty cents a pound. Trepang is

very gelatinous, and is used as an ingredient in soups.

Although the holothurians must evidently be classed with the Echinoderms, their

simjilest forms, as Eupt/rgiis, present nothing of the radiate arrangement except the

circle of tentacles ; and their affinities to such worms as /Sijnmculus and its allies,

which have also a com])lete circle of tentacles, a ring-canal, and a kind of water-system,

seem in many respects close.

The Holothuroidea have been said to feed on living coral, but this seems disproved

by recent observations. The manner in which they feed is well illustrated by the

following account of the habits of a species of Cuctcmaria, common upon the coast of

Cornwall. When in full feed the tentacles were observed to be in constant motion,

each separate tree-like plume, after a brief extension, being inverted and thrust bodily

nearly to its base in the cavity of the pharynx, bearing with it such fi-agments of sand

and shelly matter as it had succeeded in grasping. No particular order was followed,

but the meal continued for hours. One might imagine a child with ten arms, like

an ancient Buddha, grasjjing its food with every hand, and thrusting hand and arm

down the gullet with each handful. These animals were kept in a tank with living

corals without in any way interfering with them. The nutriment must be furnished

liy the Infusoria, diatoms, and other microscojiic animals and vegetables which

always more or less cover the debris at the bottom of the water. Probably the

shell or coral debris is triturated by the teeth of the pharynx. It has been calculated

that fifteen or sixteen of these creatures will remove about eighteen cubic feet of coral

per annum.
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Order I.— ELASIPODA.

The Elasmapodn, or Elasipoda, are true ck't'ii-water foniiM, hoik' of which are

known to exist at a less tlepth than fifty-eight fathoms, at which level Elpidia

rilacialis has been taken in the Arctic Ocean. The same species has hecn dredged

in Avarmer seas in two thousand six hundred fathoms. The first example of this group

was discovered in the Kara Sea over seven years ago, but from the results of the recent

deep-sea exploring expeditions over fifty species are now known.

In the Elasmapoda the adult and larval forms agree more closely than in other

liolothnroids, and they are therefore placed by some naturalists low in the scale, while

others place tliciii high on accovmt of the distinct bi-lateral symmetry of their bodies,

the well-maikcd ilistinetion of the dorsal from the ventral surface, and the frecpient

specialization of a cephalic or 'head ' portion. The ventral aml)ulacra> alone .arc fitted

for locomotion.

Kolija hyalhia is a small example of the Elasmapoda, with the oral disc facing the

ventral surface, and the anal orifice facing the dorsal surface, thus producing an arrange-

ment similar to that which prevails in the star-fishes and echini. The anal orifice has

a dorsal collar, l)earing sucker-like contractile ])apilla?, communicating with the body-

cavity instead of with the water-system. The sand canal (stone canal), instead of

hanging free within, opens on the exterior in front of the dorsal collar. This is simply

a persistence of the condition of things found in the larva;. Two other genera, Tro-

chostoma and Irjxt, have the outer end of the sand canal attached to the skin, with a

madreporic plate at the point of attachment, but the canal does not connnunicate with

the exterior. In FApidia the arrangement is similar, but the madreporic plate is rudi-

mentary or wanting. KoUja is dioecious, 1)nt has no respiratory tree. The two dorsal

nerve-trunks furnish an offshoot to each of a j)air of laige vesicles containing otoliths

— a rudimentary organ of hearing.

Order II.— APODA.

In this order there are no ambulacral feet, and the water-system is therefore re-

stricted to the ring around the gullet, the circlet of tentacles ai'ound the moutji, and
the canal communicating with the madreporic body. The Apoda are again divided

into the Apneumonia, which are destitute of a respiratory

tree, have no proper cloaca, and are without Cuvierian

organs, and the Pneumophora.

The simplest of the footless holothurians without

breathing organs, and, indeed, the simplest of all known
holothurians, is Eupyrf/us scaber, a species less than half

an inch in length, provided with a cii'cle of fifteen un-

l)ranched tentacles round the mouth, and covered with soft

jiapillie bearing calcareous plates. The longitudinal muscles

are weak and small. It is an Arctic species, and has been
taken on the coasts of Labrador, Greenland, and Norway. Fig. 157. — ' wheel ' from skin oj

Tr • ^ 1 .».., , T (. 1. , , ^fl/riotrochus rinHL
lylyriotrochus rinkii has also been found m shoal water

on the coast of Labrador, and has a transparent skin dotted with minute white spots.

These spots, when magnified, are seen to be wheel-like calcareous plates.
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Another very worm-liku sjieeies, coiniiKni in Lahradoi-, is ('hirodotu leave. It is

\vhitish-o;rMy, with wheel-like ])l:ite!<, like the last s|K'eics, slidwinu; as white spots.

The two last nientioni'(l spi'eies lieloni;- to the family Svx m'tid.e, in which the

sexes are nniteil in tlu' same iniliviilual, tiu' tentacles an- tinu'er-like, or lolmlated,

nn<l the form eloni;ateil ami worm-like.

In Si/iiaji(i( the inteuunient contains numerous jiei-forateil, tlai. calearcdus |ilates,

t(i whicii arc attached ])rotrnding anchor-

like liodks. Mi/riotroch'us has a single

I'cilian \esiclc, lint Si/iiaptu has several.

Si/iKijifii (/inirdii is a common species upon

the Atlantii- sea-coast, living in sand at Ioav

tide level. Its exceedingly attenuated body

lireaks uji into several ]iieci's when tlic ani-

mal is itislurlie(l. Si/iii(j)tii siiiiilh is said

to li\i' in lirackisli water. Sijiidptiijn riri-

piira is one of those s|)ecie^ in which the

young de\'clii|i directly, and are ju'otected

in a marsupium.

Oliijotroilnm rilrnn^ is a spt'cies living

at <leptlis of fri>ni fifty to two hundred

fathoms on the coast nf Norway, less \erjni-

forni tliau tSi/noiita, since its length is only

about four times its thickness, and sluggish

in its motions on account of the slight eon-

tracliiity and stiffness nf its body, which

is ti'ansparent and colcu'less. TJie tentacles

are twelve in nundici', and ai'e less devel-

oped than even in (lilrndttUi . The cal-

cart'ous plates, wlTn'li are whceldike, are

\eij ttA\, and (lccj)lj sinik in the skin. 'J'he laleareous ring round the gullet shines

snow-A\hltt thiough the body-wall, which also allows the intestines, generati^'c organs,

etc., to be clearly seen.

The next sub-order (I'neumojihor.ij has a respirattiry tree arising from the cloaca.

Caudina is so called from the long, tail-like prolongation in which the body ends.

The skin i.s rough externally, from the calcareous ])ieces imbedded in it. C arenata,

the only species, has fifteen fo>n--pronged tentacles, and is a sonu'wliat common object

in Massachusetts l]ay.

J/o/jHidid tujy/ida, is a dee]i-\vater form that has been taken in over a hundred fathoms

in the Gulf of Maine, and is known to range southward to Floi'ida. It is a tailed sjieeies

with fifteen tentacles and an anterior extremity shaped like the neck of a bottle.

Most of the Ajioda are natives of the cold seas of the Arctic regions, but some

genera, as Synapta and Chirodota, are almost cosmojjolitan.

^ipiapta inhanti with anchor.^ and plalc.«

Okdei: III.— PEDATA.

The Pedata, as their name im]ilies, are .-ilways furnished with a greater or less

number of ambulacral feet; a respiratory tree is always jiresent, and the sexes are

distinct.
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In the Dendroehirotte the teiitack's aiu tice'-liko or braiichiiiji', ami there are no

Cuvieriaii organs. The pharynx has retractur luusi-les. Many <it' the s|iei'ies inhabit

ncM'thern regions. Feutactu fvoialosa, the

euinnion seu-eueiimber north of Cai)e Cod,

and extending through the Aretic regions

to Great Britain, is from six inches to a

focit in length, of a tan brown i-oicir, and

suggests a eiicuinbrr by its shape and the

corrugations (if its skin. The ]jliar_\nx is

nniscular; the stomach short, with uell-

marki'd transvi'rse folds within ; tjie intes-

tiiu' several times longer than the botly,

and till' respiratory tret' with but one main

stem. C'oiniecti'd with the ring-canal are

two Poiian vesicles, ricaily two-thirds as

long as the body. Tlu' single ovary is

made n]i of a mass of long tidies, which

are larger than tin' branclu'S of the res-

jiiratory tree, and are tangleil up wifli

them. The genus ( 'iituniiiria, or 1\ n-

tarta, has many sucki'rs in the aml)ul;i-

cr.al area, and some forms have tliem also

in tiie interamliulacral areas. The body

is short and somewhat fi\'e-angic<l, and

there .are ten tenta(dcs, of wliich the two

lielonging to the odd amludacrum (jf the

biviiim are often smaller than the (ithers.

In ('{ihirJiinix the feet are ranged in three rows upon liie ventral surface, the

remaining andiulacra of the back having oidv jiapilhc. The 1 wo central tentacles of

the lower surface are smaller than the others. In ^
'. ("yv^A'^^v, from the Philippines,

the ])a]iilhe of the back are very long.

In I'solus the ventral surface is clearly sejjtirated from the rest, and there are no

siK-kers u])on the upper surface. The surface of the body is covered with compara-

tively large plates, of whicdi I'sulus roiuplanatas has ft)urtcen to sixteen, in a trans-

verse row. '{"his spei-ies and ani.ither occurs in the I'hilipjiines, P. sqiMmatus is found

at the Kurile islands, /'. /ilKtiitojuiH and P.fuhricii in the North Atlantic, and 7-".

untarrtii'iis in tlie Straits of .Alagellan.

The female of I's'i/ns tjihijijiijir has tijion the npjier or dorsal stu'face a group of

larger tessellateil plates, e.ach carried, like the head of a nmshroom, upon a ]iedicel

imbedded in the skin. The spaces left underneath thcs(> tiny vauhs :n-e utilized for

the ])rotection of the young, wliieli develop directly into sea-eueuinl)ers. The males

have the plates of tlu' back similarly arrangecl, tliouL;li tiiere is no marsupium.

In 77ii/o/i(\ Thi/Oiiidiimi, and other related genera, tlu' suckers of the entire body
are alike, and seldom show traces of arraiigcmciit in rows. T/n/iiiihliinii has five ])airs

of large .and live of small t^'ntaclcs.

Thti<iii(' hriiireti.-i lives just below low tide from Long Island Souml to Florida, atid

is very common. In a specimen little more than three inches long the alimentary

canal is about seven feet in length, though the oval stomach is less than an inch. The

rn,l,i.-l.j,J-r„H<l„.
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tentacles can be deeply retracted. There are three Polian vesicles, the respiratory

trees divide ut once into two very bushy branches, and the Cuvierian tubes foini a

brush-like tuft about an inch in

length.

iJladodactijla crocea was found

p^ , J
adhering to the huge tangle in

'c,^, the southern seas, and is abun-

dant at the Falkland Isles. It is

of a bright saffron color. The
three anterior anibulacral vessels

are near together, and bear num-
erous well-developed sucking-feet

for locomotion, while the two am-

bulacra of the biviinn are also

near together on the back. In

the females these latter ambula-

cra have very short, tentacular

feet, which, though provided

\\ith sucking discs, seem, from

the rudimentary condition of the

rosette of calcareous plates at

their tip, scarcely fitted foi- loco-

motion. In the males there is

rather less difference between the

ilorsal and ventral ambulacra.

In the females the young were

found closely packed in two con-

tinuous fringes adhering to the

water-feet of the doi'sal ambula-

cra. " Some of the mothers with

older families," says Sir Wyville Thomson, " had a most grotesque appearance,— their

bodies entirely hidden l)y the couple of rows, of a dozen or so each, of yellow vesicles

like ripe, yellow plums ranged along their backs, each surmounted by its e.\j)anded

crown of oral tentacles."

In the AspidochirotiB, or holothurinns with disc or shield-shaped tentacles fur-

nished with tentacular ampullse, the left resjiiratory tree is bound to the body-walls,

there are no retractor muscles to the jiharvnx, and Cuvierian organs are present.

These are tlie highest type of Ilolothuroidea, and are mainly trojiical in their dis-

tribution.

In Stichopiis the tentacles are eighteen or twenty in number, the body is more or

less quadrilateral in section, and the ambulacral feet project from paj)illa,'. Three
distinct rows of these can usually be traced ujjon the flat ventral surface. *S'. varie-

ffati/s, which has been found .at the Samoan Islands, and at the Philip])ines, attains an

enormous size. Ex.amjiles three feet or more in length, and eight inches thick, have

been taken.

Mulleria has five calcareous ])lates or teeth at the anal extremity.

In the ty]jical genus Ifolothuria the feet are scattered .all over the surface of the

body, usually without distinction into rows. Some of the species attain large dimen-

Fio. KO.— Psoitis fall
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sioiis. //. inarmoratu, from the East Indian islands, Fijis, etc., reaches a foot in

length, and II. teiiuissima attains a li'nuth of two feet, and a thickness of six or seven

inclies.

In some species of Ilolothuria, as in //. maniwrata, the ambuhicral jjrocesses of the

lower snrface only are truly ambuhicral feet, the others are papilla; : in another group,

including- H. ttnuissima, the suckers or papilliB are all alike, and in still another the

ambulacral feet upon the ventral surface are mucli closer together than those upon the

back.

Ilolothtiria Jtufidana is abundant on the Florida reefs just below low-water mark,

and reaches a length of fifteen inches. The calcai'eous pharynx leads to an alimentary

canal which is about three times the length of the body, and ends in a large cloaca.

The branch of the respiratory tree which is attaclied to the body-walls extends to the

. Ibl. — tjiidoihii-fi/la

]iliarynx. The Polian vesicles are numerous, the largest an inch in length, and the

Huidreporic body has upon it a group of about thirty stalked processes, the largest

about a quarter of an inch in length. The tentacular amjjullte are twenty in number,

long and slender.

Order IV. — DIPLOSTOMIDEA.
This order, or sub-class, established by Semper to contain the singular I!/tojiiili)duta

lu(jenifonnls, is characterized by a nearly spherical body, with the mouth and anus

close together, and ten ambulacra. Semper regards it as the type of a fifth class of

echinoderras.

RhoiKtlodina laijettlforinU has a fiask-shaped body, and the mouth and anus are at

the narrow end of the tiask, the former surrounded by ten tentacles, the latter by ten

papilla; and by as many calcareous plates. A ring of ten calcareous plates surrounds
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the gullet, and between the latter and the cloaca the genital disc is situated. The ten

ambulacra diverge from the centre of the enlarged or aboral end of the body, and ex-

tend, like so many meridians, to near the neck of the flask. Each ambulacrum has

its own longitudinal muscular band, five of which are attached to the circle around the

anus, and five to that around the month. The species is found upon the Congo coast.

W. N. LOCKINGTON.

Fig. llij. — AucLors and plates of Hyimpla y,
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Branch V.— VERMES.

The great ami varR'(l assemblage of animals which are jmt tooether umler tlie

eomraon ilesignatitui of woi'ms does not jjvesent a homogeneous group for study. On
the contrary many distinct tyjies have been thrown together to make the branch of

Avorms. Indeed it has been a long-standing current joke among zoologists that this

[lart of tlie zoological system was the garret, or as the German has it the Kilmpelkani-

uuM-, into which everything was carelessly thrown that did not properly belong else-

where, and had been therefore rejected from the other portions of the system of classi-

tiiation. The worms have thus come to be a collection of forms whose outside affini-

ties extend to nearly all other animals, while among themselves they fall into classes

not closely related with one another. These classes shade off in some cases towards

other branches ; thus the rotifers approach in their organization the molluscan type,

wliile the Annelida proper show in some respects unmistakable similarity with the

insects. Other classes, like the Acanthocephali and Enterojmeusti {Hahuioglossus)

attain an anatomical configuration which gives them a certain indejiendcnce, a ])lace

ajiart, in the zoological system. In brief, as the limits of the branch of wt)rnis are

vague, and its components multifarious, therefore it is difficult to dctlHe the worms

with an accuracy corresponding to the requirements of .-i rignrous science. Tlie fol-

lowing definition is the most satisfactory I am able to gi\(' :
—

A worm is a bilaterally symmetrical .animal, with a distinct head characterized by

the presence of the princip.al nervous centre or so-called brain. It is distinguished

fi'om molluscs by the absence of a shell and of that nioditication of the skin, named
the shell gland, which forms the shell and is jiresent at least in a rudimentary condi-

tinn in all true molluscs. It is distinguished from Crustacea and insects by the want

of jointed limbs, and finally from the tunicates and vertebrates by the lack of a struc-

tural a.xis, the so-called notochord or chorda dorsalis, which gives the name of Chor-

data to the divisions last mentioned. As far as at i]resent known no worm has a true

liver, a calcified internal .skeleton, an organ homologous with the endostyle of ascidians

and thyroid gland of vertebrates, any tracheal tubes like those jierforming respiration

in insects, or finally any unicellular hairs. In fact a worm must be recognized as such

rather by the ])rocess of exclusion than by the observation of jiositive characteristics.

To the scientific zoologist the worms are most interesting subjects of study, not

only from their manifold variety and strange life histories, but also from their relation-

ship with the higher types, the ancestral forms of which .are with good reason sup-

posed to be more nearly represented by certain wciinis tliaii by any other anim.als now
existent. The mind links in imagination these nbscurc and humble creatures with the

most exalted org.anisms, and finds in tlu' scci-ct'^ uf their low organization the key to

the complex structure of the highei- animals. Wc, however, shall not enter ujion

these difficult discussitms, where debate is still active, .and the final decision uncertain.

Instead we shall be sufficiently occupied with studying the jirincipal and most in-

teresting forms of vermian life as to their appearances and habits. Although a worm
is by popular fancy a loathsoine thing, yet only some of them deserve opprobrium,

while many others are objects of great beauty, .and others again are quaint ; a few are

of great utility to man, and yet others are among man's most dreaded enemies.
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All worms appear to require moisture, aud the majority of them are aquatic, in-

habiting ponds and rivers aud ])eo]jling the sea. The adults frequently exhibit a

marked preference for a living burial and inhume themselves in sand aud mud, some

at the bottom of stagnant waters or running streams, others in the floor of the ocean

at all dejiths ; but they are found in the greatest variety aud number on sandy

beaches, which the changing tides alternately cover and expose. Under stones or

sunken in the ooze tlie collector gathers them in astonishing abundance. In the moist

earth, especially in vegetable humus, and in manured soil live the common earth

worms. Some species, like those of the genus iSagittu, are called ])elagic, for they swim

about upon the ocean surface in company with the embryos and larvue of worms of

many kinds and a marvellous society of other living things. Rotifers and others

swim in fresh water as well. Finally is to be mciitioued the pai-asitic life adojited

by a large number of the members of the grouji; in the infested hosts they find all the

necessary conditions for their existence. Such parasites are more common in the in-

testine than in any other organ, but they attack every ]iart of the body. In the fol-

lowing pages the habitats are considered witii no little (Ictail, sn that we need nut

occu])y ourselves longer with the general subject.

The worms fall luiturally into a number of distinct classes, some of ^\•hieh com-

prise but a single genus, while others are large groups and present a multitude of

forms. The Echinorhynchus is so isolated among living worms that usually it is

])laced from anatomical reasons by itself ; the jointed worms or annelids, on the con-

trary, have more representations in the earth's present fauna than the majority of

classes among animals. Yet these two classes are regarded by most zoologists as

peers, notwithstanding the dis])arity of numbers between them, because the anatomy

of the Echinorhi/nchus entitles it to as distinct a rank as is given to the annelids col-

lectively. The reader therefore must not wonder at the inequalitj' in size of the

co-ordinate divisions of worms.

The classification here adopted is that which appears to me to best accord with

our present knowledge of the animals concerned. All the forms are bound together

by a hypothetical link, the Trochozoon, which is also the starting point of the Mol-

lusca and all bilaterally symmetrical animals. This Trochozoon must have l)cen simi-

lar in organization to those little creatures, the wheel animalcules or Rotifera, and in

the course of their metamori)hoses the young of many worms and annelids pass

through what is known as the Trochozoon or Trochophora stage, so that the life his-

tory of the individual proves that the adult is derived by modification of the Trocho-

zoon type ; hence the induction is probable that the ancestors of these animals were

Trochozoa. This necessitates placing the hypothetical animal at the base of the

system. It is, however, still questionable whether the low types known as the Plathel-

minthia, that is the taj)e-worms and their allies, are not derived from something still

shupler than the Trochozoon ; the doubt as to the affinities of this class renders it

desirable to isolate it somewhat, as is done in the adjoining diagram. The rotifers

come very near the ancestral forms. Next we place a very simjih' organized small

grou)), the Gastrotricha, bj- way of which we pass oft' from the main line of progress

to the nematodes, to Gordius and Mermis. The parasitic Echinorlii/nchi are usually

associated with the nematodes rather than with any other group by systematists, but

their true affinities are by no means definitely settled. Keeping on we come to the

Saffiita, and the cognate Chcftosoma and Desmoscole.v. Returning now to the main

line we approach the annelidan type. Here we must put first the nemertean or pro-
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boscis worms, a group which, entirely without justification, was formerly included

with the plathelminths. Now intervene the Gej)hyreans. Finally we reach the

annelidan type, beginning with the Carchiannelides and leading oft' to the Chajtopods

and 3Iyzostomci, the Eehiurids and Halanofflossus, and to the Discojihori.

(Biilauoglutesus.)

Discopliori.

Archiaiiuelida.

GepU.vi

Chsetosoma. Mermis.

Desmoscolex.
^ Nematod.

Sagitta.

(Ecbinoderes.)

GastiotricUa

Class I.— PLATHELMINTHIA.
In fresh and salt waters, and even on moist earth, are found the free living species;

in nearly every animal are found some of the parasitic species of this huge and varied

class of worms. The members of the group offer but little resemblance with one

another as regards their external form ; one would not be led by their ajijiearance to

place a planarian, a fluke, and a ta])e-worm in the same natural division, but the inter-

nal organization of them all most clearly demonstrates the closeness of their natural

affinities. A great dift'erence in the ways of life is corresponded to by an equal dif-

ference anatomically. On the one hand are the non-parasitic forms, roughly called

the planarians, which require, and therefore have, well-developed organs of sense,

good means of defence against attacking enemies, perfected means of locomotion, all

the paraphernalia of independent existence ; on the other liand are the parasites.
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wliich, being concealed in tlie l)ody of their host, require little more than the appara-

tus for eating the victims tliat arc also their dwellings, where they are well jjrotecte<l

from external attack. Parasites are always degraded iu structure. Within the

present class we find .1 series of forms, beginning with those leading a free life and

ending with those which are }iarasitic during their whole existence ; with also inter-

mediate links between the extremes, species that are ]iarasitic through a longer or

shorter term. In this series we fiiul a progressive degradation, as the parasitism

increases until it becomes the comi)letc master of the worm's whole life. The free

living forms are tin' unaltered ty]ies, the undegenerated patterns of the class, of which

the ])arasites are the marred ccipics. Let us begin with the type, the planarians, or

so-called Turbellaria.

Sub-Class I. — Tukbellaria.

Okdki: I.— DENDHOCa:LA.

If we scoop up some mud and plants from the bottom of a ditch in which the water

is tolerably clear, and let the collected mire settle in a basin of water, many strange

and interesting aninuds will be discovered,— many insect larva', molluscs, Crustacea,

and worms. Among them, one usually discerns some short, very dark creatures, long

in shape, (piite broad and thin, which crawl about slowly, but almost incessantly, over

the sides of the basin and the various objects in it, or indeed sometimes along the

npper surface of the water itself; their soft, flexible bodies are highly contractile, so

that the animal has hardly any definite shape, except indeed when crawling straight

forward ; for while thus j)rogressing it always assumes a constant and characteristic

form, as show n. These worms belong to the genus Pkmaria, and are typical turbel-

larians. Of the genus several species have been described, but it is difficult to deter-

mine the specific characteristics of a PlaiMriu. The best known and most common
form is the P. torva, found in Europe as well as America. The planarians do not

have any means of locomotion visible to the naked eye, yet a close examination will

disclose the existence of their motor organs, for it is possible to distinguish the jjass-

ing and whirling of suspended particles in the water. These whirls are most charac-

teristic ; the very name of Turbellai-ia refers to them ; they are produced by immense

numbers of vibratile hairs or cilia which cover the body, especially on the ventral

side. E\cu in prop<irtion to the small size of the w-orm the cilia are tiny,

but the united jirojiulsions of the multitude of cilia are sufficient to achieve

the worm's locomotion. The planarians, after the excitement produced

by their TransfenMice has ended, subside into the inanimate sediment, amidst

wliicli they arc well concealed by their dark brown color. At night time

they are more active, for it is then that they gratify their carnivorous
'
"I'laMirio voracity, but they seem to me \ ( vy uninteresting, excejit from an ana-

tomical standpoint.

In the s;nnc b:isin we may tiiul, beside the bl.-u-k ]ilanarians, many other allied

worms, the largest among which will probably be the whitish JJemlrocwlum luctetmi.

Some individuals measui'c over three-cpiarters of an inch in length. Its natural

habitat is on the underside of stones and leaves. It is white, with a shimmer of gray,

and so translucent that the digestive canal shines through, and as it is usually gorged

with dark-colored food it a])])ears very distinctly. It is not a simple but a branclied
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Flf. 16) —J'nhi
rr/is IcEiiifata.

tube; theri' IS n main oi'iitr:il stem ruiiiiiiiLC tliniuuli tlir fnmt lialf of tlic lioily, and

Ljiving off many latural raniittcatioiis ; at the niidille of llic Ixidy the main stem forks,

])roducing two branclii's, whit-h run backwards, and give off many secondary branches.

Where the three main stems unite, s])rings off tlic lonn, muscular proboscis, which is

an extensive cylinder for seizing and swallowing food. Tlie |inilioscis will swallow

everything small enough; in fact, its dcglutixc |iici|k iisities j)ersist even

a after the death of the worm; for, sometimis, when anatomical research

f'''< has destroyed all the tissues of the creature, ihc |iroboscis, being much
tougher than the rest, still remains intact, and goes on swallowing every-

thing it can seize, as if frenzied liy liuugei-.

There are many jilanarians ha\ ing a liiauched digestive tract, and

they are all classed together, under the common a])pellation of Dendro-

c(Ela, in oii]iosition to tlie remaining Turbellaria, which have a simple

straight tract, and are therefore called llliabdoccela. It has been as-

serted by some writers that tliiae are other species with no digestive

canal, for which the term ^Vc(ela lias been projiosed. It seems, how-

ever, more probable that the authors alluded to have betai careless in

their observations anil hasty in tlic^ir conclusions than that there are

any planarians really lacking a digcsti\e tract.

Of the Dendrocoela, one of the commimest is Pob/velis keviffata, of

which we give a good figure, liorrowed from Dr. Schmidt's great work
' "^'^^ on the natural history -

, _

of the lower animals.

Of the Dendroccela, besides the

three species already mentioned, the

naturalist distinguishes many others.

A few are found in moist earth, a

goodly number in fresh water, but the

majority are marine. The marine

forms differ, for the Tnost |)art con-

siderably, from the genera above dv-

scribed. The rej)roductive organs,

which are quite complicated in all

Plathelminths, are especially different.

The body is generally very broad and

thin, often translucent and beautifully

colored. In some cases a large size, a

length of several inches, is attained.

I>y way of illustration, we can men-

tion only a single very beautiful form,

very common in the Bay of Naples.

The animal ( Thi/sanozoon) may gro\\-

to nearly an inch in length. The back

is covered with many rows of dark

colored papilla'. On the head end is

a jiair of ear-sha]ied outgrowths, which

liroject obli(juely upwards, and a])pear to act as tentacles, with a most sensitive touch.

The ventral surface is pure white. The artist has represented the animal clinging

"^^

^
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to a sea-weed, with the anterior end of the body raised as if in seairh of a new sup-

port. The genera occurring in America have hardly been studied yet. Let us hope

that this gap in our knowledge of the American fauna will soon be filled.

The land j)lanarians were first discovered by the celebrated Danish zoologist, Otto

Friederich Miillcr, in moist earth under stones. A very few species have been found

in Europe, but none as yet, to my knowledge, in the United States ; but in South

America Charles Darwin found numerous species inhabiting the moist earth of the

primitive forests, where they attain a truly tropical luxuriance of size and color.

Fig. K'.—HIesos-
tomitm ehrcn-
hergi; ij, gang-
lion; m, mouth.

Okoeii IL— RHABDOCCELA.

The Khabdoccela arc planarians built on a smaller scale and simpler pattern. Some
of them are sure to be found together with the true planarians in our ditches.

There are two forms which I have found most abundantly in New England. The
larger one, which I take to be identical with Mesoatomnin ehrenbergi, is

a thn-d of an inch or moi'c long. It is whitish and translucent, and has

a broad, dark streak in the middle of the body, an effect jiroduced by

the dark contents of the stomach, which the 3Iesostonnnn always keeps

well filled as long as it can secure food. If one of these worms be kept

in filtered or distilled water it finds nothing to eat, and the stomach

is gradually emjttied, and the worm appears of the same translucent

white throughout. This species is admir.ably adapted to anatomical in-

vestigation because its transparency reveals all its internal organs. The

two eye-specks are very conspicuous in front ; the mouth is near the

middle of the ventral surface, and is armed Avith a long proboscis;

the stomach, as in all the Rhabdocoela, is a simple wide sac without

branches. In summer time one can often distinguish several dark-brown,

small spheres on each side of the body. These are the eggs, or more cor-

rectly the egg-capsules, which are deposited on aquatic plants. In reality each capsule

contains sevci-al true eggs, which are very soft and delicate, and a certain quantity of

nutritive material deposited around the eggs, to be gradually absorbed by the latter, and

used as raw material to build u]) the structure of the embryo. The interesting manner

by which the Mesostomum preys on Dophnias and Cyprids is thus described by Oskar

Schmidt:— "It captures them as one might capture a fly with the hand, for it closes

the hind extremity against the front, and by bending over the edges of the body forms

a complete cavity; at first its captured prey rushes madly about, but soon the Mesos-

tomum succeeds in fastening its powerful jiroboscis upon its jirisoner. The struggles

of the Dcq-ihnia gradually cease; its vampyre then stretches itself, and crawls away,

having sucked the life-blood of its victim."

The second species is very common, bcMig often found upon the well-known

aquatic plant Utricidaria. It measures scarcely an eighth of an inch in length, and

is remarkable for its bright green color, so uncommon among animals ; its anterior

end is somewhat pointed or conical. This I believe to be the 1'ortex viridis of

European naturalists. It is remarkable for its gregarious habits, large nimibers being

found together.

Although there are many genera and more species of this group known to natural-

ists, both from fresh and salt water, there is little in their habits to awaken general

interest. We will therefore close our account by a brief mention of the genus Con-
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rohita, which ooiiijiviscs small worms wliicli liavo Iho thin jntural jiortions of their

bodies curled over on to the ventral side.

In ccinneetion with the Rhabdoca'la wi' may refer to a small aberrant gronji of

worms, the ^Microstomid^e, although they differ in two respects very strikingly from

the true Turbellaria. They are niainly not hermaphrodite, an<l multiply not only by

ova but also asexually by spontaneous division, like many annelids (A^ais, Aiifo-

hjliis, etc.).

Sub-Class II.— Trematoda.

The laru'e class of animals to which we now turn our attention offers some of the

most interesting life-histories known. The flukes or Trematoda are all jjarasitic upon

other animals, and accomplish during their lives strange migrations and metamorjihoses.

According to their stage of development varies their habitat; usually the embryo

swims about for a short time in the water; it then becomes a parasite by entering the

body of its first host, where it changes its form, and by a singular ])rocess of asexual

]iropagation it becomes the parent of several or many individuals belonging to a second

generation. The members of the second generation hi some cases multiply further,

and the descendants mature to the fin.il sexual stage, while in other inst.ances they

change directly into the .adult form. In those species which pursue the more complex

metamorjihoses, the parasite may in successive stages infest as many as three different

hosts. In general the adult fluke does not live in a host of the same species as the

larval worm.

We cannot better gather a notion of the characteristics of the trematode worms
than by following the history of one .species as a concrete example of the h.abits of the

class. For this purpose we choose the liver fluke, Dititomum. hepaticum. The adult

worm infests the liver of m.ammals. It i.s an hermaphrodite, and every worm produces

several hundreds of thousands of small eggs, which it discharges into the bile ducts.

The eggs then pass into the intestines, and out with the droppings of the host, in

which they may be found abundantly. The embrj-o is developed within the egg shell,

and when mature bursts open the little cap or operculum ; this occurs only when the

egg is supplied with moisture. If it falls or is washed into some pool the embryo

survives its birth, and immediately begins swimming freely in the water.

Its form is an elongated cone. Fig. 168, with rounded apex, and measur-

ing 0.1.3 mm. in length. The base of the cone is directed forwards, and

in its centre is a short, retractile head papilla. The whole surface is

covered by cilia, springing from large cells, which form the external en-

velope or so-called ectoderm of the embryo. In the interior are two
eyes, and other structures, which we will not pause to describe. The
embryo is exceedingly active, swimming about like an infusorian, though

more rapidly. Now in England, where this worm has been most suc-

cessfully studied, there lives in the ponds and ditches of the fields a

snail known to zoologists by the name of Iii/mvcmis trunculatus. When
the larval Distomum in the course of its gyrations happens to meet one

of these unfortunate snails it attacks it. The worm presses its head-

papilla against the surface of the snail, and begins spinning like a top

around its own axis, and working its body until the tissues of the snail are forced a]iart,

leaving a gap through which the embryo squeezes its way into its host. The embryo

Fro. ifiR.—Free-
swimming em-
bryo of Dis-
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appears to have some means of instinctively recognizing the irimcukitus, for it does

not attack other species of snails. It cannot live much more than twelve hours in

water, anil it usually gets into a snail within eight hours. In its host the embryo

(.liaugcs into a new form, the nurse or sporocyst, within which arise the

gei'ins or sj)ores producing new iudiviiluals. The outer ciliated cells

swell up, and are finally cast off. The eniluyn then becomes a little

bag or cyst, at one end of which the pigmented eye-spots of the embryo

can still be recognized. The cyst or nurse grows and elongates. During

warm summer weather it may reach its full size within a fortnight, but

Fir,, ifin.— Cyst in autuum twice that time mav be necessarv. These cysts sometimes,
of Distomn.

_

' '
.

. .

but rarely, multiply liy transverse division, but in other species this

phcuonienon is more frequent.

The next larval forms, tlie reili:e, -aw develojied within the sporocyst. The first

clearly recognized aiijiearance of the redi.e is a mulberry-like cluster of cells, over

which a structureless membrane is soon formed, while the pharynx and

other organs of the redia are produced in the cluster. There are

usually several of these germs in each cyst. This is a veiy character-

istic stage in the life history of the Trematoda ; the embryo is converted

into a bag, in which the germs of a new generation of individuals

originate and are confined until far advanced in their develojiment

;

the l)o<ly of the parent is converted into a temporary prison-house for

the jirogeny. The sporocysts of one species or another may be found

in nearly every snail ; many kinds are bizarre in shajie, and all offer

the curious spectacle of the living germs squirming about and nearly

filling the whole of the cyst, their common parent. In the cysts of

Distomuin hepatictmi there is usually one redia, less frequently two,

nearly ready to leave the sporocyst, with two or three germs of medium

size, and several small ones. "When ready to leave the sporocyst, the

redia by its own motion makes a forcible exit by rupturing the walls

confining it. The fi-ee rediiB force their way through the tissues of

the host, and are found especially in the liver. They
increase in length, to 1..3 mm. or 1.6 mm.; a s(n-t

of collar is formed me:mwhile a little behind the

)iharyn\-. In other resjieets, exce]it that they have a

digestive tract, which is wanting in the cysts, the

rediie resemble the sporocysts in structure ; their most

important new feature is the birth opening at the side

of the Ijody just ln'hind the collar, which permits the

exit of the new In 1 <le\el(iped within the redia.

The germs develop similarly t(i those of the sjtoro-

cysts, l)ut are more numerous. Sometimes they pro-

duce a second generation of rediiv, probably as long as the weather

continues warm, but sooner or later, usually when cooler autumn

weather begins, tliei-e come redise, which produce a new stage, the

'^'o. iTi — Cercaria ccrcaria, in the series of metamorphoses. The cercaria is the typical
ot Distoma.

. . .
'

.
/

'

laj-val fluke, and is easily recognized from its appearance, which re-

minds one of a tadpole, as is shown in Fig. 171 ; it has a large body nearly as broad

as long, and flattened, with a long round tail. In the interior of the body one can

L
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Fl(5. 172. — Cys-
togeuous cells.

di»tiiiij;ui.sli portions of tlie digestive tract iind numerous cells, three of which with

their granular contents are represented very much magnified in Fig. 17'2. These cells

have a glandular character and serve to pour out a mucous secretion, the

function of which will be immediately described. There may be as

many as twenty-three spores in various stages of develo]iment in one

redia; out of these spores there will be one, two, or three cercari*

approaching complete develojiment.

As soon as the cercaria has reached the limit of its development

within the redia, it escapes from the parent by the birth opening. When free, the

corcaria, Fig. 171, is very active, and constantly changes its form. By the aid of its

suckers, the tadpole-shaped larva crawls or wriggles its way out of its host. When the

infested cells are kept in an aquarium, the cercarias may be found occasionally swim-

ming about in the water; but not long, for on coming in contact with the side of the

aquarium or with water-plants, it proceeds to encyst itself. The process can be readily

ol)served under the microsco]ie ; for, on a glass slide, the cercaria soon comes to rest.

It assumes a rounded form, whilst a mucous substance is poured forth over the body

together with the granules of the cystogenous cells, which we mentioned above. The

tail is shaken off either before or during encystation, which is com-

])leted in a few minutes. These cysts are the means of infecting the

final vertebrate host of the parasites, the infection being rendered

j)ossil5le by the habits of the intermediate host, Limnceus triincatulus,

which might well be termed amphibious, so strongly is its habit of

wandering on land developed. Indeed they can remain on land for

long periods, and resist even prolonged droughts : hence when in the

water, the snails become infested, and wlien on land, leave the cer-

cariae that crawl out of their first liost scattered over the fields, where

they encyst on the grass and are eaten by the sheep and other animals.

In the stomach of the unlucky sheep the cyst is dissolved, leaving

the worm free. The worm then makes its way into the liver; and

jirobably in about six weeks begins to produce eggs, growing itself

meanwhile. During its growth its external form changes, the simple

forked intestine develops numerous blind secondary

branches, the posterior sucker is greatly enlarged and the se\uil

organs are matured. Thereafter the wondrous cycle of metamoi
piloses and emigration recommences with the new eggs. There aie,

]ierhaps, no instances more striking of the adaptation of animal species

to ]i;irticul:ir conditions of existence than we encounter in the life

histciiics of treniatode worms, one of which we have narrated.

The adult worm, Distntnnni /lepaticitm, attains a length of thiei

quarters of an inch ; it is broad and flat and at its anterior end has i

small projecting lobe, which hears two ventral suckers, one in fiont

at the very extremity surrounds the mouth, the second one considn

ably larger lies an eighth of an inch or more further back. It is foun 1

in most ruminants and in many other animals including man ; it is

commonly encountered in the liiliary ducts, but is sometimes found

in the intestine or venous system. Geographically it is very widely

distributed not only throughout Europe and America, but also in Egypt, India, and even

Australia and Van Diemen's Land. Although discovered by Gabucinus as long ago as

vol.. I. — 13

'Id. 173.— Young
JHstomum : b,

I>harynx: c, sto-
iii:icti;o, mouth;
.»!. suckers.
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tlio inidtlle of the sixteenth century, it was not until 1882 that the complete Hie history

was known, as we related above. They are very injurious to tlieir hosts on account o:

the interference with the discharge of bile, which easily becomes serious and even fatal

to their unfortunate entertainer.

The genus JJistommn is a very extensive one, comprising a great many species, in-

festing an almost incredible variety of animals; indeed, it may be questioned if there

is any other genus of living things privileged to be such a universal infliction. Man
alone is exposed to the attacks of no less than Kve different species, while the poor frog

is even more numerously endangered. JNIolluscs suffer esjaecially from the attacks of

the Distomwn in its larval state, so that it is not at all uncommon to find the whole body,

of a pond-snail for example, crowded with sporocysts or rediaj. The following arc the

species which attack man: Distomum crassfiwi, occurring in China— it inhabits the

intestine and grows to one or two inches in length; D. laiiceolatum, which occurs to-

gether with the true river fluke, but is much shorter, and, proportionally, much narrower,

so that it can be very readily distinguished from the hepaUcum; next a doubtful

species which has been only once observed, I>. opthahnohium ; and, finallj', the D.

heteropihyes, known only in Egypt. The genus may be readily recognized by the two

ventral suckers, which lie near together at the anterior end of the body.

The Trematoda are divided into two

orders, the Distomeas and Polystomeaj.

The former comprises those forms tliat are

related to the genus Distomum, and have

two or sometimes onlj^ one sucker, while the

latter have two lateral small suckers at the

anterior end of the body and one or several

suckers posteriorly, while connected with

the latter are often several booklets. In

the first order there reigns a considerable

similarity of appearance, while in the sec-

ond there is an unusual degree of diversity.

Among the Polystomese, however, is one spe-

cies which offers the wondering naturalist

an unjiaralleled phenomena— two separate

and complete individuals united in one.

The Diplozoon p>aradoxiim , to which

the closing sentence of the previous para-

graph referred, is indeed well named, for

it is literally two animals united in one.

There arc two bodies precisely resembling

each other in every particular, and united,

like the Siamese twins, by a narrow communicating band, so as to form but one ani-

mal, the nutrient canals of one division communicating freely with those of the oppo-

site half. One might easily regard this extraordinary arrangement as an accidental mon-

strosity, but observation has proved it to be common to all the individuals of the

species. The animals, which ai-e of very small size, being not more than two or three

lines in length, are fotmd attached to the gills of the bream, from which they derive

nutriment. Siebold discovered that the Diplozoon arises by the imion of two distinct

worms, and the whole life history was subsequently worked out with great exactitude

Fig. 175. — rUplozoon paradoxHm; n, mouth; b, jiiite-

rioi- suckers; c, stomach: /, oviducts; r/, uterus; /',

testis; k, vas deferens; (/vascular cai'ials; m, pos-

terior suclvers.
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Fig. 177. — Egg of Dipioz,

.by Zfller. Tlic larva was formei-Iy sujiposed to be a distinct creature, and went by the

name of Diporpa, Fig. 176. The Diplosoon is the mature sexual form, which produces

tlie eggs, long oval capsules, with a long snarled thread running off from

one end. The egg. Fig. 177, breaks open, and the larva swims about in

search of its host, to which, when found, it attaches itself upon the gills,

living there, in company with the adult, perhaps

for months, but after a while they pair off ; there

is a little knob on the back of each Dij)or])a, and,

of course, a ventral sucker; when two join they

twist over so that each seizes with its sucker the

dorsal knob of the other, and so they remain,

and in due time actually grow together. Tlu y

are, in truth, the most monogamous of animals,

for each individual can have one mate only, from

whom he can never be divorced. The union takes ^'^- '^'^- " ^'P'
orpa.

])lace in such wise that the animals form a cross.

The left tail belongs to the right head. Each member of the

T>lplozoo)i has nine suckers, two in front, by the mouth, one

near the middle, and six at the posterior extremity of the body.

Dr. Ernst Zeller has worked out very carefully the complicated history of a typical

species of the second group of trematods, namely, the Polystonnmi inte(/errimmn.,

parasitic in the bladder of frogs. The animal grows to a third of an inch in length,

and is remarkable for having, unlike most Trematoda, a branching intestine ; the

posterior end of its body is expanded into a broad disc, with three pairs of suck-

ers on its under side. The eggs are dischai'ged by the parent in the bladder, and ex-

pelled into the water. The larva hatches out in from fourteen to forty days, accord-

ing to the temperatuie. "The young worm," writes Dr. Zeller, "is an extremely

lively, active animal, and swims about merrily in the water by means of its coat of

cilia; contracting and stretching its body, bending and turning, and often, also, bend-

ing its head down, turns a somersault as quick as a flash." Tender ordinary conditions

the eggs are laid in the spring, wlien the frogs awake from hibernation, and the lar\:ie

are hatched at a period when the tadpoles are in a somewhat advanced stage of evolu-

tion. From the water the active larva? get into the liranchial chambers of

the tadpoles, where they take their abode for about two months ; -when

the gills of the frog begin to disappear they migrate through the oeso-

piiagus and intestine to the bladder, and in three j'ears attain sexual

maturity. On the other hand, when the formation of the eggs and the

evolution of the Folystomam larva? are artificially accelerated by keep-

ing the frogs in heated rooms, the larvas are hatched at a jicriod when
the tadpoles are quite young and their gills very delicate. Their evolu-

tion is then very rapid. They become mature and jiroduce eggs within

rive weeks ; their life is at an end before the gills of their hosts are

obliterated, and they never migrate into its internal organs. The
remarkable conclusion of the varying life-history is a difference in the

adult, for the gill-cavity Pohjstoma are very unlike the normal adults

in form, appearance, and their whole anatomy. External circumstances

here produce a maximum effei-t, for when they are changed in a certain manner the

same eggs which would lUfniinally produce the ordinary Pohjstorn^trn integerrinaan

Via. 178.—Young
of J'olt/siomum.
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develop into a parasite, which, were its history not known, T.'ould not Lu supposed to

have any connection with the species to which it really belongs.

The PolystomeiE include a great variety of strangely-shajied parasites, the major-

ity of which infest fishes. Especially remarkable are the marine forms, many of which

have been described by the elder Van Beneden, and illustrated by a series of beauti-

ful plates, which record the bizarre outlines and colors of many species. Little, how-

ever, is yet known concerning the history of most of these trematods.

The following paragraphs, for which I am indebted to my able friend. Dr. C. O.

Whitman, refer to a group of worms, the Dicyemidie, which lie has studied more pro-

foundly than any other zoologist. Although their systematic position is doubtful, it

seems to me most probable that they are larval trematods.

The DiCYEi\iiD.E are parasitic worms inhabiting the renal organ of the cuttle-fish,

the poulp, and other cephalopods. Only ten species have thus far been described, and

these, with one exception, belong to the fauna of the Mediterranean. These creatures

are attached to the renal organ by the head, the body

floating fi-ee in the fluid that fills the sack enclosing

the renal organ. The different species vary in length

from 1 to 7 nnii., and all have the same habits and

life history. The entire renal organ is often beset

by these animals, which, to the naked eye, appears

as short, white, undulating hairs. They have no

mouth, no stomach, no muscle, no nerve, nor organ

of any kind. The entire animal is made up of a few

cells varying, according to the species, from twenty

to thirty. There is one long axial cell (Fig. 179,

en) stretching through the entire length of the para-

site ; the remaining cells form an envelope (ec) for

the axial cell. The cells of the epithelial envelope

are arranged in a single layer, and clothed witli vib-

ratile cilia. At the anterior fixed end, a certain

number of these cells, which are elsewhere elongated

and thin, are short and thick, and more closely cili-

ated, thus forming what may be called a head. The

number, arrangement, and shape of the head cells,

furnish, according to Whitman, the chief generic

and sjieeific distinctions. Seven species have each

eight head cells, disposed in two sets, four propolar

(ap), and four metapolar (nip), and thus form a generic group, to which the name
Dicyemn has been given (Fig. 179, A). The three remaining species have each nine

head cells (Fig. 179, B), four propolars {ap\ and five metnpolars [m^i), and have there-

fore received the generic name Dicyemennea.

The structural simplicity of these animals is most proliably due to degeneration

resulting from their parasitic mode of life. "When we find an animal in the form of

a sim])le sack, filled with reproductive elements, secured by position against enemies,

supplied with food in abundance, and combining parasitism with immobility, we have

strong reasons for believing that the simplicity of its structure is more or less the

result of the luxurious conditions of life which it enjoys, even if its development fur-

nishes no positive evidence of degeneration." Physiologically speaking, the axial cell

Fio. 170. — A, Dicyema. B, Dicyemennea;
ap, propolar cells; e, embryo'; en, axial
cell; ec, outer cell; vip, metapolar cells;
n, nucleus.
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Fig. ISO. — Develop:
of Dicyema ; C)

nucleus.

is a uterus ; for in it the germ cells, or ova, are lodged, and it is here that all the known
stages of development are completed. The fully-formed embryos escape from the

l^arent by pushing their way out between the cells of the epithelial envelope.

The reproductive cycle of these worms has not yet been fully ascertained ; but

some very interesting portions of it have been made known by the investigations of

Van Beneden and Whitman. As Kolliker first

])ointed out, the Dicyemids produce two very

distinct kinds of embryos, which he distin-

guished l)y the terms vermiform and infusori-

form. The vermiform embryo (Fig. 180, F)

develops directly into the parent form without

metamorjihosis. The fate of the infusoriform

embryo (Fig. 181) still remains a puzzle; but

it may be safely assumed that it either repre-

sents a male individual or a special form which serves to carry the species to new
hosts. In the latter case, as suggested by Balfour, it is not improbable that in the

course of a free existence, it may develop into a sexual form, the progeny of which

are destined to comjilete the cycle of development by

Ifecoming again parasitic in the renal organ of a cepha-

lopod.

F'ig. 180, A to F, represents the more important

phases in the develo])ment of the vermiform embryo.

From the germ cell (A) arises, by division, a two-cell

stage (B), then a four-cell st.age. One of the four cells

{en) now remains passive, while the other three go on

dividing (C, D), and arrange themselves so as eventually to conijJetely inclose the

passive cell (E), which thus becomes the axial cell. The axial cell elongates as it

becomes enclosed, and from its two ends two cells {g) are split off at an early date,

which give rise by division to the germ cells. The embryo (F) attains nearly the

adult form, and is clothed with cilia before escaping from the parent.

The infusoriform embryo, seen in Fig. 181, is somewhat ])yriforni, with the broader

end directed forward in swimming. It has a complicated structure, the significance

of which is entirely unknown, At the anterior end are seen two refractive bodies (?•)

which lie .above an organ called the urn {v). The urn consists of a wall (?<), and a

lid {I), and contains four polynuclear cells (//;•). The wall of the urn is hemispherical,

and composed of two halves. The lid is made up of four cells.

The cells that form the poste;-ior extremity of the embryo are ciliated. The germ

cells that give rise to the infusoriform embryos are larger and much less numerous

than those which develop into vermiform embryos.

As the two kinds of embryos are never found simultaneously in the same parent

form, it has been supposed that there are two distinct adult forms, one of which pro-

duces exclusively vermiform embryos, the others exclusively infusoriform embryos.

The former have been called Nematogens, the latter Rhombogens. It has now been

ascertained that this distinction is not valid, the two forms being only two phases in

the same individu.al cycle of life. There appears to be two kinds of Dicyemids, how-

ever, one of which, so f.ar as known, produce only vermiform embryos, the other pro-

duces first infusoriform embryos, .and subsequently, after the escape of all these

embryos, vermiform embryos.

Fig. 181. — Infusoriform embryo.
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Considerable difference of opinion exists in regard to the systematic position of tlie

dicyeniids, some contending tliat tliey form an independent group, intermediate

between tlie Protozoa and the higher animals, others, that they represent a degenerate

braneli of some division of the worms, jicrbaps of trcmatods.

Sub-Class III. — Cestoda.

The tape-worms or cestods are among the most dreaded enemies of manliind, and

they inflict terrible destruction upon nearly all vertebrates, especially upon carnivorous

species. A tape-worm is an elongated animal, usually so broad ami thin as to suggest a

ribbon or tape ; one end is thickened and represents the head, having an imperfect or

rudimentary brain, but lacking entirely organs of special sense, although possessing

some specialized organs, hooks and suckers by which the worm anchors itself in the

tissues of its unfortunate host. The long body is either \ continuous band or else is

divided up into parts called proglottids, forming a longer or shorter chain as the ease

may be. They have no trace of any digestive canal, but on the contrary have lost

even that by the degeneration consequent upon their exclusively parasitic life ; aj>par-

ently their nutrition is effected by the absorption of the juices of the host through the

skin of the parasites.

It is not difhcuit to trace out a series of genera by which one can pass gradually

from the trematode type to the extreme of the cestode tj'jie, for there are certain

flukes which approximate to the simpler tape-worms. In the genus Caryophijllceus

we have in fact a tape-worm, which might well be described as a fluke that had lost

its digestive tract by excessive degeneration. In Ligula the body is partially divided

up, while in Tmnia it is completely jointed, each joint or proglottis having its full set

of re])roductive organs. Tainia is in fact the extreme product of the changes which

have occurred in the parasitic Plathelminths, and as it is also one of the best known
as well as most feared of the whole class, we will consider their life history- first. At
least seven sjjecies of Tcenia attack man ; but of these only three are frequent, namely,

T. solium, T. mediocantieUata, and T. echinococcus. They all inhabit the intestines,

where they burrow their heads into the walls. The two species named first grow to a

very large size, solium reaching sometimes a length of three yards, mecUocaniiellata a

length of four yards, while echinococcus does not exceed four millimeters, scai'ce one

one-hundredth of the length of mediocannelhitd.

The 2'ixiiia solium has a small head, about the size of that of a ])in, within a long,

thin neck, which gradually widens until the body is some six or seven millimeters

broad. The whole body behind the head is divided up into proglottids or joints,

which are so fine in tlie region of the neck as to be undistinguishable by the naked

eye, but a couple of inches further back the narrow joints are plainly visible ; the

further down, the longer and larger the joints become. In each joint a set of eggs is

f(n-nu'd, and in the last proglottid the eggs are mature ; the last joint falls off and is

discharged with the egesta ; the new last joint, previously the penultimate, ripens and

falls off in its turn ; now the new joints are formed in front just behind the head, and

each new joint as it shoves the others back acquires its place in the series, to be in its

turn shoved back by fresh joints ; thus the process continues, how long is not exactly

known, but at least until hundreds of joints, each crowded with eggs, have been sepsv-

rated from the i>arent liand. The head is remarkable for its armature; upon the ci-own

is a circle of some six and twenty hooks, and four suckers arm the sides of the head.
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The hooks, as seen under the microscope, form a regular circle, alternately big and
little claws. The suckers are very muscular, the fibres being arranged iu two systems,

one c(juatorial and one meridional. Altogether the means are very

amj)le to secure the hold of the worm upon its abiding place.

The proglottids, after their expulsion from the body of the host,

may be compared to the sporocysts of the llukes, for the eggs develo])

into embryos within tlie proglottids, so that tliey become cysts filled

with larvaj. "The growth of the multitude of embryos within tlieir

interior causes the i)ro"'lottis sooner or later to burst, and the enibrvos I'n^- isi;. — ii;ii>ksor
* ^

^

'^ ' la-nut iinliuiii.

thus become dispersed; some are conveyed down drains and sewers,

t)thers are lodged by the roadsides in ditches and waste places, whilst great quantities

are scattered far and wide, by winds or insects, in every conceivable direction. Each
embryo within the egg is furnished with a special boring apparatus, having at its anterior

end three pairs of iiooks ; after a while, as it were by accident, some animal, a pin-

perhajjs, coming in the way of these embryos, or of the proglottids, swallows some of

them along with matters taken in as food. The embryos, immediately on being trans-

ferred to tlie digestive canal of the i)ig, escape out of the egg-shells, and bore their

way through tlie living tissues of the animal to lodge themselves in the fatty ])arts of

the flesh, where they await tlieir further destiny. The flesh of the animal thus infested

constitutes the .so-called measly pork. In this situation the embryos drop their hooks,

or boring apparatus, and be(-ome transformed into the Cysticercus cellulosaj. A ])or-

tion of this measled meat being eaten by ourselves transfers the Cysticercus to our own
alimentary canal, to the widls of which the larva attaches itself" (Col)bold). The
Cysticercus is the larva which infests the pig. Originally no helminthologist surmised

the existence of a genetic connection between tlie parasites in sfwine and the human
tape-worms. The great German zoologist von Siebold was the first to establish the

exact metamorphoses, while Kiichennieister had the merit of clinching the proof by

experinu'ut.

The life hislory of 7\f'jiut solium illustrates the phases as the^f occur in nearlv all

tape-worms infesting carnivorous animals. The cestods of the herbivores have a sim-

pler history, wliicli we will relate directly. For the moment let us consider the more

(•omjilicated ty|ie of development : The eggs or embryos are dropped about, to be

swallowed by the first host, in which they assume the first or larval form ; the host is

]M-eyed upon by some carnivorous animal, which, together with the flesh of its victim,

swallows some of the larva?, and these then undergo their final development. In order

to reach their ultimate abode the parasite must twice be sw:illowed by a host ; it

accomplishes its migrations passively by the aid of the very animals it injures. The
larva is always a vesicular structure, a membranous sack with a little appendix, which

becomes the head of the adult worm. Imagine a glove of which the hand makes a

closed bag, and which possesses on!}' a single finger; imagine also the tip of the finger

armed with a circlet of hooks and four suckers; finally turn the finger in so that it

forms an inverted tube extending into the hand of the glove; tints we can conceive a

good model of a Cysticercus; the vesicle itself is about a quarter of an inch long, and

of a pale flesh color. OrdiTiarily the head is found turned in, but sometimes it is

everted, and eversion always takes jilace after the lai-va enteis the intestine of its

second host. Now when the head is protruded the vesicle becomes the posterior por-

tion of the body, and the proglottids being developed behind the head, the tajje-worm

is gradually formed in about three months by the continued interpolation of new joints
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- T(Bma eckinococc
and dog.

found in the intestine of tlie doo

in front, and the steady enhirgement of those onco formed, until the hindmost ones,

being fully matured, drop off the chain.

Tcenia mediocannellata is distinguished from solium by the want of liooks on the

head, and by the fact that the broadest proglottids are those half mature at the middle

of the ribbon. The Cysticercus stage is passed in tlie flesh of cattle.

In Taenia echinococcus the history is reversed, and offers many extraordinary jieeu-

liarities besides : reversed because the larval stage infests man and other animals, while

the adult is found in one of man's domestic animals,

the dog
;
peculiar chiefly because one larva produces

several adults, and also because the larva differs very

much wlien found in man from its form otherwise.

The larva in the pig bears tlie name of echinococcus ;

it is a large round vesicle usually the size of a walnut,

but sometimes growing to be as big as an orange.

ITsually it is found in the liver, sometimes in the

lungs, and even in other positions. The thin-walled

bag has several ingrowths, as shown at A in the

accompanying wood-cut, each ingrowth is an in-

vaginated head, and becomes a distinct adult indi-

vidual. These are everted and broken off, and are

shortly after it has eaten the infested flesh of a jiig.

The crown of numerous small hooks around the head enables the young worm to

anchor itself. It forms only a few proglottids at a time, Fig. B, so that the adult is

not more than four millimeters long, the terminal joint soon matures, breaks off, and is

replaced. In man, however, the larva is still more complicated, for from the main

vesicle grow out secondary sacks, and from the walls of these latter the heads are sus-

pended ; the heads thus lie in distinct capsules outside the main vesicle. The illustra-

tion, copied from Leuckart, shows the edge of the central

sack with one " Brutkapsel " projecting from it. I^he

Icelanders are very extensively afflicted by this ]iara-

site, and the fact is attributed to their want of cleanli-

ness and the ni;mber of dogs that they keep around

them. The dogs scatter about the proglottids with

their dung, leaving the eggs directly or indirectly u|ion

the plants which the Icelanders eat; for they gather

for food certain mosses, sorrel, dandelion, and so forth,

from the midst of the plains, in which live flocks of

sheep guarded l)y dogs. The vesicles are found in all

parts of the body, for when the larvaj are set free in the intestine of man they wander
about everywhere, until they finally come to rest, and change to the many-headed
vesicles. As the vesicles, or hydatids, as they are often called, enlarge, they produce
very serious disturbances, and are often fatal.

Besides the echinococcus, dogs are infested by Tcenia serrafa, which li^-es as the

Cysticercus pisiformis in the peritonasum of rabbits and hares, and also by T. cucu-

merince. "Some years ago," says van Beneden the elder, "while making a post

mortem examination, at the Museum of Paris, of some young dogs which I had pre-

viously infected with Tcenia serrata at Louvain, there were found by the side of these

some Tcenia ciicumeri?ice. These dogs had taken nothing but milk and Cvsticerci!

Fig. ISi. —Tainia cchitm-
'' Brutkapsel," fro

L single
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Wlicnt-e ciiiiie these Tcunia cucumerincB ' I knew not, and I frankly owned it It)

members of the commission who proposed the question to me. This, however, did

not prevent my being greatly puzzled by the presence of this worm, of whose origin I

had no idea. Now we know whence they came. An acaris, tlie Trichodectes, lives in

the hair of young dogs, and harbors the scolex (larva) of this cestode. The dog, by
licking its own hair, grows infested, like the horse, which in a similar manner intro-

duces the gad-fly, and, though it has taken no other nourishment, harbors its own
epizoaria."

Sheej) are afflicted by a disease known as the " gid," or " staggers." Tiie animal goes

round and round ; its jjower to walk straight ahead is lost. This curious effect is pro-

duced by the presence of a hydatid, a many-headed larva of a tape-worm ; the larva has

long been known under the name of Cmnurus cerebralis, and is the cause of a mortal

disease but too well known to the farmer. The pressure and irritation caused by the

hydatid produces inflammation and degeneration in the surrounding tissues. For a

long time the further metamorphoses of this species remained undiscovered, but it

has since been ascertaijied that the mature stage is reached in the dog.

The second family of Cestodes, the Tseniadte being the first, are the Botiiuiockpiia-

LiD^, distinguished by having only two weak and shallow suckers on the head, lloth-

riocep/ialus latus is the largest of internal human parasites, specimens occurring

twenty-five and thirty feet in length. Its history has not yet been satisfactorily

worked out, but it is known that the embryo first enters the water, and probably

jiasses its larva life in a fish.

We will not attempt to describe all the types which mark off the families of tape-

worms, but we can at least indicate the great variety of a]i]iearances among the s])e-

cies. This is especially noticeable in the Xa^q-

worms of birds and reptiles, whose jaredaceous

Iial)its lead them to engulph many aquatic ani-

mals laden with larval ])lathelminths, which reach

their full development in the bird or lizard. The

accompanying wood-cut shows two forms. A,

Tmnia filum^ which was described long ago Ijy

Goeze ; the head is scarce over a millimeter in

width, and is furnished with a crown of ten small

hooks ; the eysticercus stage is unknown, but the

adult is found in the intestine of ^colopax. Tot-

anus, and Trill (/a. B represents the very singu-

lar Opliryocotiile proteus, originally discovered by

Dr. Friis ; the head ends in a large fan-shaped

cupula, and bears six distinct festoon-like suckers

;

it grows to a length ordinarily of four inches ; it

is found in the intestine of certain sandpipers and

]ilovers. There is a rich field of interesting study

oi>en to a nat\n-alist who will turn his attention to the parasitic plathelniinths of our

water and shore birds. Another very remarkable genus has been found in Yaranii,s, a

genus of lizards, and recently described by Prof. Perrier of Paris, and were obtained

by M. Vallee from the lizards kept at the Jardin des Plantes. The tape-worm in

question has been named D^Uhiersia, after Prof. Lacaze-Duthiers ; it is distinguished

by the enormous development of the lateral suckers, which form two large cups with

Fig. 185. —.-l, Tan'mfilu
protett

B, Oj/hri/oco/t/fe
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llateil edges ; the cups are soldered together in the median line ; a similar arrange-

but on a much smaller scale, exists in Solenophorus, and indeed there can be no

doubt that both the genera alluded to belong to the

family of Bothryocephalida'.

Our herbivorous domestic animals are much infested

by tape-worms, the horse, sheep, goat, and cattle, each

have <listinct S2")ecies. The horse is especially subject to

liieir attacks, and has three species peculiar to itsrll',

namely. Taenia plicata, T. rnandllana, and T. perfolhitiA.

These worms sometimes occur in large numbers in a

single host; Chabert counted ninety-one from one horse.

It is supposed that these species have free-swimming

aquatic larvte, which the horses swallow in drinking;

but of none of them is the history satisfactorily known.

Thus we terminate our brief account of the parasitic

plathelniinths. The subject is a repulsive one, but is full

of instrnction to the thoughtful naturalist. To trace out

the life histories, so baffling to the student, has required

the greatest perseverance and acumen ; and our present

knowledge is a very remarkable monument to the patience

and skill of scientific naturalists.

Class II.— ROTIFERA.
The Rotifera or wheel-animalcules are small cri'atures

found in marine and fresh waters, but most abundant in

stagnant pools, and often in places where water has stood

for a few weeks only. They equal a pin's head in size,

and are very transparent, so that an entire animal may
be forced to displa)' its complicated anatomy at one view to the inquisitive micro-

scopist. They are all, exce])t the sessile forms, agile and restless, and dart about

eagerly and rapidly, so that they are hard to follow with the eye ; but, fortunately,

they have a liking for occasional repose, and will sometimes keep delightfully still,

long enough for the keen observer to discover some
of the secrets of their organization and of their

physiological processes.

One of the most familiar forms is the little

wheel-bearer. Rotifer vulgaris, which may be col-

lected during the warm season from almost every

ditch. The body of this animal, when fully ex-

tended, possesses greater length, in jiroportion to

its breadth, than most others of its class. The tail

connnonly has three joints or segments which are

cajjable of being drawn one within the other. This
animalcule may be considered tyjiical of its class.

There are no legs ; the anterior portion of the body
is furnished with a retractile lobed disc, of which the margin is covered with vibratile

<'ilia, while at the opposite end of the body is a cylindrical process forked at its ex-

Fin. ISO. — Dulh'u

Flfi. 187.— Mastax of Euchlanis.
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tromity. This I'ulsc foot or tail is jointed, and can be conti-acted and extended lilie a

tek'scojie. Jt does not form a direct jtrolongation of the end of the body, but arises

from and is situated upon the ventral aspect. In most wheel animalcules tlicre ai-e

two eye specks, wliieh are usually reddish in color. The oesophagus is provided with

a complicated masticating apparatus, the so-called "mastax," which is very interesting

to the anatomist. Such are the general characteristics of the group.

Tiie class was formerly confounded with the chaotic assemblage of minute

creatures, to which the name of infusorial animalcules was applied rather for conve-

nience than from discrimination ; but, says Rymer Jones, " the information at present

in our possession concerning their internal structure and general economy, wliile it

exhibits, in a striking manner, the assiduity of

modern observers and the perfection of our

means of exploring microscopic objects, en-

ables us satisfactorily to define the limits of

this interesting group of beings, and assign to

them the elevated rank in the scale of zoologi-

cal classification to which, from their suj)erior

organization, they are entitled." The ciliated

lobes at the anterior end of the body have

given the class its name
;
yet there are forms

known in which tlie cilia are wanting and the

lobes are excessively modified in shape. This

is notably the case in the parasitic genera Al-

hertia, JJulatro, Seison, etc., which form the

family of the Atrocua (wheelless), and also in

certain species not parasitic. Of the latter, the

best known is a rotifer, desci'ibed in 1857 by

the distinguished veteran among zoological in-

vestigators. Professor Leidy of Philadelphia,

under the name of Dictijophora vorax. This

rotifer is now united with several other allied

species in one genus, Apsilus. Apsilus vorax

is spheroidal, has no jointed tail, but is sessile.

Instead of the ordinary rotary discs it pos-

sesses a lai'ge jirotractile cup or disc. The
animal has the power of turning upon its point

of attachment, but does not appear to have the

power of letting go its hold. The animal is about one twenty-fifth of an inch long; in

shape ovoid, the narrower ])ole being truncated and bearing the mouth. The body is

transparent, colorless, and even, and exhibits no signs of annulation, nor does it become

transversely wrinkled l)y contraction. The interior e.xhibits the digestive apparatus

and other organs, mostly more or less obscured by an accumulation of eggs in various

stages of development. From the truncated extremity of the body, the animal pro-

jects a delicate membranous cu]i; forming more than half a sphere and more than half

the size of the body. At will the cup is entirely withdrawn into the body, but, when

jirotruded, ex]iands outwardly like an opening umbrella, and is the substitute for the

ordinary trochal discs of rotifers, and appears a most efficient means in catching the

animalcules which serve as its food.
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There are also many other rotifers, which normally remain attached permanently

to some -water plant or submerged stone. Among the attached forms we may call

attention especially to the Floscularians. They are commonly found attached to the

stems and leaves of aquatic plants. The foot-stalk, bearing the bell-shaped body, is

very long. Dr. Carpenter describes thus one of the most beautiful species, litephan-

ocera eichornii. The body has live long tentacles, beset with tufts of short bristly

cilia, reminding one of the

ciliated tentacles of the

Bryozoa. The body and

foot-stalk are enclosed in

a cylindrical cell resem-

bling that of the Hydro-

zoa and Bi'yozoa. A com-

parison of this with other

forms, however, shows

that these tentacles are

only extensions of the

ciliated lobes -which are

common to all the mem-
bers of these families.

The so-called cell is not

formed by a thickening

and separation of the

outer integument, but by

a glutinous secretion

from it, so that, as the

rest of the organization

is essentially conformable

to the rotiferous type, no

such passage is really es-

tablished by this animal

towards other groups as

it is commonly supposed

to form. In the allied

genus 3Telicerta the body

is protected by an artifi-

cial cell, constructed of

little pellets. Mr. Gosse,

who fortunately had an

opportunity of watching

the animal build its cell,

describes how the work is done. The ciliary wheels sweep particles into the upper

end of the digestive canal, -where they are fastened together, probably by a glutinous

secretion, and moulded into a rounded pellet, w-hich is then disgorged, and the animal,

bending over, deposits the pellet upon the edge of the w.all it is building, thus imitating

the art of the bricklayer.

The Rotifera include many odd forms, among them the extraordinary spherical

creatui-e discovered by Professor Semper in the Philippines, and the group of the

Fig. ISO. — Floscularia oniata.
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qut'cr AsPLANCiiNiDvE, remarkable for having one opening of the digestive canal; but

the majority of the wheel animalcules, which the collector obtains, belong among the

relatives of the Rotifer vulgaris., yet present to our inquisition a great variety of

;<hapes and diversity of habits. They have been divided into three families : First,

the Philodinida;, of which the genus Rotifer is the type; second, Brachionidaj

(Brachio)iis, Koteus, Mastigocercu, Stejihanoj^s, etc.); third, Hydatinidae (7?y(?a<«;ia,

Monocerca, JSTotonimata, Diglena, etc.). We shall give au account of a typical species

of the second and third family each,

having already described the type of

the first.

In the Beachionidjs the body is

broad, almost shield-like sometimes,

the foot is short and jointed, and the

integument is, in part, so hardened as

to create a so-called carapax. IToteus

qiiadricornis is perhaps the best ex-

ample of the family. The broad rump
is covered by the shell, which has

many nodules upon its surface, and is

prolonged into four horns,— two by

the head and two near the tail. The
wheel forms a notched cup, and serves

to sweep food down to the mouth at

the bottom of the cup, as well as to

act as an organ of expeditious loco-

motion.

Hgdatina senta is a classical ani-

mal, liecause it was principally on this

species that the illustrious Ehrenberg

studied the anatomy of this group of

animalcules. The broad bodj- has only

a very short foot-stalk, which is forked

behind. The mouth is ai-med with

two jaws and many teeth. There are

no eye-specks whatsoever. The cuticle

is delicate and soft. Hydatina illus-

trates the extreme ra]iidity with which

the development of the young is ac-

complished. The egg is extruded

witliin a few hours after the rudiment

(if it becomes distinctly visible. Within twelve hours more the shell bursts and the

}oung animal comes forth. In Rotifer and several other genera the young are extruded
ali\e, incubation being completed within the parental body. In Brachionus still a third

method prevails, the eggs remaining after their extrusion attached to the posterior end
of the body, until the yo\mg are set free. Ehrenberg has made the astounding estimate

that Hijdatina may multiply so rapidly that one hundred millions may be produced
within ten days irom a single individual ! I confess that this appears to me a totally

erroneous calculation, resting upon an utter misapplication of the multiplication table.

Fig. 190. — Nolens, quadriconiii
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The rotifers, like a few others of the lower animals, ha\e an almost incredible

power of withstanding desiccation. Ajjparently, in the most unfavorable conditions of

deficient moisture, evaporation from their

bodies does not proceed further than to

interrupt their activity without destroying

their vitality. Apj)arently they may exist

in this dried condition for an indefinite

])eriod, and resume their course of life upon

being again supplied with water. " This

facL taken in connection with the extraor-

dinary rate of increase mentioned in the

preceding chapter, removes all difficulty in

accounting for the extent of the diffusion

of these animals, and for their occurrence

in incalculable numbers in situations where,

a few days previously, none were known

to exist ; for their entire bodies may be

wafted in a dried state by the atmosphere

from j>lace to place," and they return to

active life whenever they encounter neces-

vvii.wi. — iJiidatinasenia: yj, female; iii, male. sary Conditions of moisture and warmth.

^^m\

Class III.— GASTKOTRICIIA.
These minute worms, barely more than microscopic in size, are

found in (piiet waters in company with other animalcules. Tliey owe

their name to the presence of locomotive cilia upon

the under surface of their bodies. The number

species is limited, and there have been thus far only

seven genera established, of which Icthydiuiu and

Gluetonotus are the most common. The body is

flask-shaped, and terminates in a fork formed by two

short processes. The mouth lies at the front ex-

tremity, and leads into the very noticeable muscular

oesophagus. There is usually a pair of pigmented

eye-specks in front. All the species are probably

hermaphroditic. Beyond these few anatomical de-

tails we have little knowledge about the group ^

—

nevertheless it is particularly interesting because the

type of oi-ganization is extremely simple, indeed, I

think the simplest of all the animals with an organ-

ization essentially bilaterally symmetrical. We hope

that some patient investigator will soon work out the

development and entire life history of these worms.

Closely related to the Gastrotricha, and yet offering striking pecu-

liarities of its own, is a small marine worm, Echinoderes, which was
first discovered at Saint Malo, in 1841, by Dujardin. The body is

from a third to a half of a millimetre long. The shape of the animal.
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as well as the bristles ami red eye-specks on the head, and also the caudal fork, reminds

one strongly of the Gastrotricha. A false appearance of segmentation or jointing of

the body is produced by ten rings of spines. The head is quite distinctly marked off,

and can be withdrawn into the body. The sexes are said to be distinct.

Fu;. 1!H. — Le/iloilr, xopItUa, vinegar

Class IV.— ^EMATODA.
The well-known " vinegar eels " are typical Neniatods. The true name of vinegar eel

is Leptodera oxophila, but most authors still call them Aiit/uiUida aceti. The older

writers describe them as very abundant in vinegar,

but nowadays they are not so common. Formerly

vinegar was prepared so that a good deal of sugar

was left in solution, but at present the processes of

manufacture used eliminate nearly all the sugar,

and, morever, the vinegar is too often adulterated

with sulphuric acid, so the I^eptoderu has a poor

chance. The vinegar eels, however, do not live on

the vinegar, but on the fungi which grow in it,

and which depend on the sugar for nutriment. If

any one wishes to observe these mici-oscojiic worms, it is oidy necessary to add a little

sugar and mucilage to some vinegar and allow the mixture to stand in an ojjen dish

for a few days. A fungous growth ajipears, in which the eels develop, and they may
be seen readily by scooping up some of the fungous mass, spreading it ujDOn a glass

slide, and examining it under the microscope. The same worm, apparently, appears

in fermenting starch i>aste, although the paste worm has received a different specific

name, L. fjlutinis. The worm never exceeds a couple of millimetres in length ; in

English measure it is always less than the twelfth of an inch. It is long, cylindrical,

transpai-ent, and has a digestive canal which occu])ies neai'ly the whole length of its

body. At the anterior end is the long, muscular oesoi>hagus ; in the middle lie the

elongated reproductive organs, alongside the intestines. In the female the eggs are

quite conspicuous, shining through the body wall. The external surface of the body

has a tough crust, yet a very elastic one, else the animal could not wi'iggle and twist

as it does. Now all these features are common to the nematods in general, and they

owe their very name to their thread-like shape. Indeed, despite the great number of

species, they present a remarkable uniformit}', not only in appearance, but also in organ-

ization. The most noticeable variations are in the outline of the body, the armature

of the mouth, and the form of the caudal extremity. Now in all three of these

respects the Lep>todera is as simple as possible ; the mouth is a simple opening, the

body a simi)le cylinder, and the tail simply tapers off. It is organized like one of

Mother Goose's repetitive melodies.

Nearly all the species of Leptodera and the allied Peloderu live in moist earth and

[lutrefying substances. Our knowledge of their curious habits is mainly due to the

experiments of Anton Schneider, whose account we reproduce in abstract. To obtain

the species it is only necessary to have a pot with some earth in it, it matters little of

what soil
; put a small piece of meat or pour a little blood or milk into the earth, and

keej) it moist, not wet. The earth contains great numbers of the larvae, which attracted,

perhaps, by the smell, crawl to the centre of putrefaction, where they soon swarm.

They become sexually mature, and the young they produce develop on the sjiot to
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mature worms. But after a time they are seized with a migratory instinct, and crawl off

in all directions, the young worms with the rest. In the drier earth the young slough

their skin, but do not leave it ; on the contrary, it forms a protective case, which the

larva inhabits until it again encounters moisture and i)utrefaction, when it bursts from

its imprisonment and renews the cycle of life. According to Schneider also, some

other species of these genera occasionally exchange theh- free life for parasitism upon

the large black field snail of Europe and upon the common earth-worm, but in favora-

ble external surroundings leave their host again. It is but a step to change from this

habit to the true parasitic life led by most Nematoda.

The Rhabditis )ugi-ocenosa is a parasitic membgr of the family of Anguillulidse,

and has a most remai-kable life history. There are two generations of sexually mature

animals. The members of one generation are very tiny, perhaps two hundredths of

an inch long, lead a free life in moist earth or mud, and resemble anatomically the

Leptodera. The members of the second generation grow to half an inch long, inhabit

the lungs of frogs, and were formerly supj)osed to belong to the Ascaridse, a very dis-

tinct family. Evidently something is wrong, — either our system of classification or

else nature itself. Let us trust to the future for the resolution of our dilemma. The
first generation is developed from the eggs of the first, and vice versa. The eggs from

Fig. lyo.

—

A/ii/iUllula trUicl, wheat woriii

the parasitic form are discharged through the intestines of the host, and develo])

directly into the free form ; the female of the latter, however, retains the eggs, and

the young develop within the parent. " She exceeds the pelican, for the mother nour-

ishes her offspring not only with her blood, but all her internal organs break up until

nothing remains but the skin, to form a lifeless case around the brood of squirming

young worms." This stage of life lasts some time, and then the young jump out and

remain perhaps for weeks in the moist earth, until they have an ()])portunity, by way
of a frog's mouth, of getting into his lung and there growing u]) into the Ascari

ni(jrovenos(je.

Other members of the Anguillulidse are very injurious to plants. The most noto-

rious of these enemies to husbandry is the Anrjidllula tritici (known also under the

name of Tylenchus tritici), for it inhabits find destroys the ears of wheat, producing

the dreaded disease known as smut. These worms were discovered about the middle

of the eighteenth century by the English microscopist Needham, but our present

knowledge of them is due mainly to Monsieur Davaine. In the diseased ears the grains

are malformed, small, and black ; they have a hard crust, which encloses a coi-e of

white powdery substance, which upon being moistened falls into little bodies,

which the microscope shows to be Anguillulffi, but still immature. In nature the

kernel of wheat falls to the ground, gets moist and rotten, the wall breaks open,
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:niil the worm is set free, to crawl about in the earth until the new grain shoots

forth. The worm then climbs up, resting motionless whenever it gets dried, but

resuming its climb as soon as moisture restores its activity, and finally reaches

the to]) while the ear is young, and there entering the parts of the flower, the worms
cause a gall-like growth to the plant. There they dwell, and, iiaving meanwhile

become mature, the eggs are develo]ied, deposited, and hatched out. The parents

dying off, the embryos become the only inhabitants of the gall and form the dust-like

substance whicli we mentioned at the begiiniing of the paragrapli. The power of this

species, and of its immediate congeners, to withstand desiccation and to recover their

full activity upon the return of moisture, is almost incredible. This wonderful capacity

is most developed in the larvie, the adults being endowed with less resistance. It is

known that one of the galls containing larva; may be kejit dry for over twenty years

and at the end of that period be revived by moisture. Spallanzani's experiments

showed that the loss of moisture must be gradual, for tlie Lirva; need apparently to

make some preparation for their long confinement. It is not to be sujjposed that the

worm dries up, but rather that it is able to prevent its own loss of moisture for an

indefinite ])eriod. Tlie excessive development of this strange ability to stop the vital

processes is evidently a means by which the animal is enabled to escape what were

elsewise the fatal dangers of its life cycle.

The primitive type of the Nematoda is jirobably more nearly preserved in i\w

family of Enoplid.e ; they are not parasitic, but lead a free life ; for the most jjart

they are marine animals. Very little is known of their habits or metamorphoses.

They are found among plants, oftentimes in snarled bunches. Some s])eoies live in

fresh water, Inxt rarely, except in pure running streams, and others again in moist earth.

The most common genera are Enoplns and Dorylabtnis. 3Iany "f the sj^ecies have

a jjeculiar spinning gland at the posterior end of the body and opining on the under

side of the tail. "So soon," writes Professor Schneider, "as tlir niiimal has fixed its

tail upon some support, it moves along and draws out the s(cv(ii<iu of its gland to a

vitreous thread several lines long. One end of the thread is glued fast, on the other

floats the animal in the water." Most of the EnoplidiB avoid the neighborhood of

putrefaction, but delight in pure soils and waters, in which tliey often abound.

The remaining families of the thread-worms are parasitic ; arranging them as nearly

as ])ossible according to the extent they depart from the type of the free forms of the

class, we have, beginning with those the least changed, Filariadie, Trichotrachelidaj,

Strongylidae, AscaridiB, Mermithidc'e, and Gordiidie. Each of the first four of these

families includes parasites very dangerous to man and the domestic animals.

Of the F1LARIAD.E the Filaria sanguinis-hominis is said to be the cause of the

elephantiasis, so familiar to physicians in the oriental tropics. The larva; are found in

the blood vessels and lymphatics of man, and by clogging the jiassages impede the

circulation and produce, it is asserted, the enormous enlargement or liyi)ertrophy of

parts known as elephantiasis. It is supposed that the mosquitos suck into their own

bcMlies the larvae in the human blood ; that when the mosquitos go to the water to lay

their eggs, they soon die, and the worms escape into the water, these become mature

and produce their young, which enter the human system when the water is drunk.

Filaria {Dracuncidus) mediiietisis, the so-called Guinea-worm, occurs in the tropical

districts of the old world, and is found jjarasitic in the subcutaneous tissue of man. It

is very thin, but may .attain a length of several feet; only tlie female is known. The

parasite lies coiled up in the soft tissue, in which it produces an ulceration, and

VOL. I.— 14
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Flo. 19G. — Trifhi
spiralis encystoii

tlie discliarge of the ulcer serves to set free lh(> brood of youtis;, but tlie histoi-y of

the s])ecies lias not yet been furtlier elueidateil.

Tlie Tkiciioteachei.id.k include the most dans^erous by far of human parasites, the

one which most often and most I'ajiidly i)roves fatal to the life of its host, the much-

feared trichina. The worm occurs in little distiiiet ca|)sules in the muscles of the

body of many animals; now wln-u some ot' the infested muscles of one animal

is eaten by another, the capsule is dissolved by the action of the digestive juices, and

the larval worms arc liljerated in the intestines of their new host, where in the course

of a week they become mature and then produce millions of eggs, which soon hatch

out minute larva\ The larva? shortly ])enetrate the walls of the intestine and wander

about through all parts of the body, injuring and irritating all the

tissues they traverse. Finally they settle down in the muscles,

])enetrate the muscular fibres, feed on the substance thereof, and

grow in a few weeks to several times their original size. While

wandering and growing they jiroduce the most serious consequences

in the health of the host, and being often present literally in millions,

the accumulated effects of all the slight injuries ])roduced by eacli

tiicliiua cause the greatest suffering to their victim, and often lead

to his death within a few weeks. Still the host may be restored to

good health if he can survive the first few weeks of danger; for

after the trichiuie are established in the muscle fibres and have

finished their growth, there they remain for yt;ns and years, en-

closed in tough capsules, in which they lie coiled in a spiral. In

tills stale they jiroduce no serious injury, and, as after the first attacks are over, and

the inflammation they cause lias subsided, the muscles and other injured tissues of the

host are regenerated, there may be a complete recovery, .-iftei- passing through the first

period of danger.

Pigs, from their omnivorous liabits, are peculiarly exposed to the attacks of tri-

china}. In some German towns it was found that one pig in every tliree hundred or

even less was infested; now such a pig slaughtered and made into sausages and

uncooked ham has often served to feed nearly a whole Gorman village, and thus to

cause a veritable epidemic of trichinosis. In 1SS4, shortly after the exclusion of

American jiork from Germany, ostensibly because of tlie danger of trichina;, there

occurred one of the most frightful eiiideniics just in the manner told above. From
one jiig the parasites were conveyed to three hundre(l nnd sixty-one known persons, of

whom no less than fifty-seven died within four weeks. This was in the villages around

Emersleben, Saxony, having only about sixteen hundred inhabitants. Such outbreaks

have been by no means uncommon in Germany, owing to the habit universal there of

eating raw or imperfectly cooked meat. To e\ cry ]irudent

person it has become an inviolable rule, ne\ er to eat any
sausage, pork, or ham, which has not been very thoroughly
cooked, so that any encapsuled trichina^ in the meat may
have been killed by the heat.

The trichina; are found in the muscles in immense num-
bers, and often closely crowded together, each worm looks

like a coiled liair, whence the name Trichina spiralis.

The oval capsules are not over a fortieth of an inch in length, while the worm
of course is very much smaller, and always coiled. They were first found by Hil-

Fio. im.— Trichina sjiiralis
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toil niul first named by Kichard Owen, wlio jiuhlislicd ;i very inaccurate description

of them in 1835, but tiie origin and dangerousiiess of these parasites was never siis-

jK'ctcd until 1860, when the investigations of Zenker, Leuckart, Pagenstecher, and

\'ircliow suddenly revealed the dan-

ger by ascertaining the history of the

trichina and its pathological action,

'i'lie whole civilized world was horri-

fied at the discovery of the great and

niithought-of risk which our daily

meals involve. Everywhere the in-

formation was spread, and never, per-

haps, has any subject occasioned such

iini\ersal discussion as this new know-

ledge. In the intestine the trichina

grows rapidly, the female becomes

about an eighth of an inch lo!ig, but

the male does not measure over a six-

teenth. The eggs in the female have

no shell, and develop to tiny embryos

within the body of the parent. The
ailult worm is thin and ta]iering to-

wards the head. A number of related

species and genera are known, but

none are so dangerous as the 7'ri-

cldiia spiralis, although one form, the

Trichocephalus dispar is not rare in

the human colon.

Of the STR0N(;vi,in^ several

s[iecies attack man, for exam]ile

Kustronriyhis f/i(/as, Dochmiits du.o-

deiialis, etc., but the species we select

for a special biograjihy is the one so

detested l)y poultry raisers as the

cause of the "gapes." The ])arasitc in

((uestion goes by the n.ame of Si/n-

(/iimiis tmcJiealis, and inh.abits the res-

jiiratory jiassages, tracheae and bronclii

of birds, living in bunches, which soon

enlarge so much that breathing be-

comes difficult to the unlucky bird,

which gasps for air, — the name
"ga])es" 7-efers to the characteristic

symptom of the disease. The generic

n:ime St/nr/aimis refers to the pecu-

liarity of the small males of attaching themselves to the large females to form indis-

soluble pairs. The constant effort to dislodge the parasites by coughing serves to

•'xjiel the eggs laid by the female; the eggs are thus scattered about, and are swal-

lowed again by other birds, .-ukI thus the disease is sjiread. In a hcnticiy the malady

- Syngamus trachealii nale; b, female
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readily becomes an epitleiiiic ; tlic .suft'eriiii;' liens should be isolated from the rest and

kept carefully cleaned ; it is said the j)arasites may be dislodged by brushing out the

trachea with a feather.

The AsCAEiD^ also include several species, long known as human parasites; two

of these, the pin-Avorm, Oxyuris vermicularis, and the large round-worm, Ascaris lum-

bricoides, belong to the earliest and most familiarly known of parasites. The j)in-worm

is extremely common, and very generally distributed over the world. The eggs are

so light that they are easily scattered about, and when swallowed along with some

other object, they develop in the intestines to the adult worm. The habits of

civilized life diminish the danger from these parasites, especially as modern systems

of sewage constantly remove the eggs, wliich pass out with the natural evacuations.

The A. lumbricoides grows to a large size, six or seven inches ; is cylindrical, but

tapers towards the head and somewhat towards the tail ; the color is reddish brown.

The animal is a parasite of the small intestine. The eggs pass out, and in water or

moist earth await the completion of embryonic growth, but how the larva reaches the

place of its final development has not yet been ascertained.

The Mermithid-e and Gordiid^ were long placed near to, but ajiart from, the

Nematoda proper, but the best opinion now groups them with this class in spite of

certain peculiarities of their anatomy and development. Both Mernih and Gordlus

are commonly known as hair-worms, and are found while sexually immature in the

body cavities of various insects; but they become mature only in the free state, Mer--

mis living in the eai-th, Gordiiis in the water. The habits of Mermis have given rise

to the belief in Europe in a rain of worms; for often in summer after a warm rain at.

night they swarm to the surface, and appear to have been indeed rained down. The
larvaj are parasitic in caterpillars, but exactly how they gain entrance to the body of

their insect host is not known. The metamorphoses

of Gordius are still mider discussion, for M. Villot,

,

who has published a long memoir on the subject,

does not agree with earlier observers. "The eggs;

of Gordius variahilis^'' writes Dr. Leidy, " are ex-

truded in a delicate cord resembling a thread of

sewing cotton; the eggs are vety minute, and as

the parent may be a foot long, it is able to produce an enormous number of young,

Leidy estimates over six million. The development of the young is readily observed

from day to day, and it takes about a month before the process is coin])k'ted. ... In

about four weeks the Gordius escapes from the egg, totally different in

appearance from the parent. The newly developed Gordius is nl)out

jjjy of an inch long. The body is constricted just posterior to the

middle, so as to appear divided into two portions. The anterior

thicker portion of the body is cylindrical, distinctly annulated, and
contains a comi)lex apparatus, which the animal is capable of pro-

truding and withdrawing." Meissner observed the larvre of another

species p.enetrate the larvae of May flies and caddis flies. Villot main-

tains that there always follow several successive migrations before the fio. sno.— Larva

, . , ,
^ of Gordius.

worm reaches its last host, but his observations are not convincing.

The adult Gorditts is sometimes found in the water, and country superstition affirms

that a horse hair has fallen in and been chnnsrod to a worm. W: know better!
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Class V. — ACANTHOCEPHALI.
We again enter the dominion of parasitism. The Acanthocephali, or barbed-

headed worms, comprise the single genus Echinorhynchus, a. genus ricli in parasites

whicli infest the liigher animals. Of them all the best known is

the Echinorhynchns yiyas, which is especially inimical to the pig,

but does not hesitate to make its home in the intestines of many
iither species of mammals, and even, it is said, in man. It grows

lo over a foot in length, and is, towards the middle of its body at

least, thicker than a lead pencil. Other species abound in fishes,

big and little. All Echinorhynchi (there are over one hundred spe-

cies known) have an elongated sack-like body, without any diges-

tive canal. Their essential external characteristic is the short,

more or less nearly cylindrical proboscis, which is armed with

several rows of hooks or barbs, whicii, like those of the tajie-

worms, serve to anchor the parasite in the tissues of its host. The

eggs are generally spindle-shaped, and are retained in the body of

tlie mother until the embryo is develo])ed ; the embryo is enclose<l

ill several membranes, and has a bilateral armature of thorns around

tlio anterior extreiliity. The embryos are su[)posed to pass the

larval state in some aquatic host; but the life history of these ani-

mals is still very imperfectly elucidated, therefore it does not

apjiear desirable to attempt a fuller account of the migrations and

metamorphoses of these parasites, because such an endeavor wcjuld

lead only to an unsatisfactory compilation of fragments.

The internal anatomy of the Acanthocephali has been quite

thoroughly studied, but we have thereby only gained a knowledge

of the extraordinary singularities of their organization, without ob-

taining any real clew as to their afMnities with other worms. The

most we can safely assert is that they present .some resemblances

with the nematods, after which we have accordingly placed them

in tiie system here ado])ted.

Class VI.— CH^TOGNATHI.
Along the Atlantic seaboard the skimming net may gather from the oceaii'.s sur-

face considerable numbers of little elongated animals, perhaps half an inch or more in

leiigtli, .and somewhat javelin-like in shape. They move with quick jerks, which are

highly characteristic. Ex.amined more carefully they are seen to be almost pearly

wiiite in color, and quite translucent. Their form is nearly rod-like, with lateral fins;

the anterior end is enlarged to make tiie iie.ad, which is further characterized by two

dark s]iecks, the ])igmcnted eye.s, and two groups of curving hooks, acting as jaws. On
each side of the body is a horizontal membrane or ))rojecting fin ; this lateral fin varies

considerably in size; and outline in the different species, liut is always most develojied

on the posterior half of the body, but is often subdivided, and in that case forms an

anterior and posterior fin. A similar fin projects around ihv. tail, and is prob.ably

merely a specialized ])art of tlie horizontal fin, which we ma}' assumes to have extended
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W\

in its uiidiffeit'iitiated form along both sides of the body and around the tail as a con-

tinuous flap. The posterior portion of the body is divided off from the anterior by a

transverse septum ; the anterior coinparttnent is much the longer, and contains the

simple, straight intestine, which terminates just behind the septum and

'he ovaries; the smaller caudal compartment contains the male geni-

talia.

These worms are probably related to the nematodes or thread-worms,

liut their anatomical singularities are so numerous that it is well to keep

them apart. They were first described about the iniddle of the last cen-

tury by a IJutch author, Martin Slabber; for nearly one hundred years

little was added to our knowledge of these worms, but, during the last

forty years, their structure and development have been quite thoroughly

worked up, principally by German zoologists. But even the complete

information which we now possess lias not yet enabled us to form any

satisfactory or definite opinion as to the affinities of the group.

The number of species known is only thirteen, which have been

separated into two genera, ISiUjitta and ISpadella. Some of the species,

.It le.ast, are cosmopolitan. The sj)awn may be obtained by confining

the pregnant animals at the proper season, in most cases the spring or

early summer. The spawn drops to the bottom of the vessel and lies

there unattached. The ova are enveloped in a gelatinous mass, which

does not surround each ovum separately, but belongs to the whole mass

of eggs ill common. In the species studied by Gegenbaur the process

of segmentation occupies some seven to nine days, and it is probable

that maturity is reached within a year. A singular interest attaches to

the literature upon the development of Saffitta^ in that it includes a pub-

lication by Charles Darwin, which contains one of the few serious blun-

ders committed by the great English naturalist. He observed certain

fish-eggs which he mistook for, and described in 1844 as, the eggs of this

^ V' ,

"" ",*',"''' worm, mid it was not until many years later that tlie error was corrected.

There is no metamorphosis, but the embryo gradually assumes the adult

form. The animals are predaceous, feed-

ing u]ioii small Crustacea and other pelagic

animals.

We ought to mention here, rather than

elsewhere, two other aberrant types, which

have as yet been only very incompletely

studied. The little information we possess

indicates that they are related to SagiUa,

and also to the Nematodes. The first type

is known under the name of the Ch^tosom-
iD^, and is probably the connecting link

between the Chaetognathi and thread-worms

proper. There are two genera, Rhabdo-

(faster and (Jhcetosonia, both marine, and

found crawling about over the surface of algse. The former genus has been described

by Melschinkoff. The mature female measures only 0.36 millimeters. The anterior
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cud of the body, jiarticiilarly the region of tlie cesophagus, is very much thickened ; in

( 'h(jttosoma this thickening ends abrujttly posteriorly. The body shows fine transverse

lines, and has hairs or bristles upon the back. Tlie mouth is
^jjj^^

surrounded by tln-ee lips. The male has two hooks around

tiie genital aperture, which are very similar to the so-called

si)icuku of nematod worms. The most singular and charac-

teristic feature of Chmtosoma, however, is a double row of

short rods on the ventral side, just in front of the anal open-

ing ; each rod has a knob at the free end. Nothing is known
of the life history of these interesting forms. Hitherto they

have been observed in Euro])e only, but it seems probable

that they will yet be discovered in America.

The second type, the Desmoscolecidjs, is also imper-

fectly known. It ])resents some indications of segmentation

of the bo<ly, but whether it is really jointed like a true anne-

lid is \ ery doul)tful. We cannot do more than give a briet

(lescrijitiou of a. typical »\i(n:'KS, Desmoscolex minutus. The
animal lias a head-like enlargement of the anterior end of

ihe licidy, and, behind that, a series of protuberant rings, pro-

ducing an appearance of segmentation. The head carries

two pairs, and each ring (save the eleventh and fifteenth) a

single pair of bristles, which Greef states are used as locomo-

tive organs. The sexes are distinct, and nuiy be recognized

l>y secondary external sexual characters. Three or four eggs

are laid at a time, and borne about by tlie female for somt

while. The animal is marine.

Class VII.—NEMERTEA.
The nemertean worms are free-living animals, usually very

nuich elongated in shape, but especially characterized by an

enormously long slender proboscis, which when at rest, is

withdrawn into the body, but is thrown out upon slight

])rovocation. When one of these animals is captured, the

jjroboscis is often broken off and might readily be mistaken

for a second worm, for it is a long filament, which maintains

its autonomic contortions for a considerable period. The
Nemertea were long classed with the Turbcllaria, but the

union with the latter was based upon gross misconceptions, j&
and we now know that they must stand as an independent Iw
class, having more affinity with the true .annelids than with S,

the plathelminths.

We may take the well known genus Tetrastennna as #
tyjiical of the class, although most of the forms are very < '.\'

'

' .

much larger. The species represented in our illustration . -

is only two millimetres long, while some nemerteans ex- ' ' ' '

ceed a foot in length. In TitrantciiiDia the opening of ~~^

the mouth, and also that of tlu^ canal, in which the re- FiQ.-i<n.—Tetrastemmaohscurn.
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tracted proboscis lies, are situated in front on the under side; at the front also, but

upon tlie upper side, are placed four groups of eye-specks, but in most forms there are

only two such groups. The proboscis occupies the centre of the body, and is the

most conspicuous of the internal organs ; in it may be distinguished the stylet, which

in the cxserted proboscis projects from the tip. The presence or absence of this stylet

serves to distinguish the two sub-classes into which this group of worms is divided ; for

the Enopala, to which the Tetrastemma belongs, are furnished with a stylet, while the

Anopla are without. The second sub-class includes the majority of the better known

and larger nemertean worms.

Fig. 205. — Polia crucigera.

Muddy bottoms, botii in deep water and between the tides, yield to the digger
many species of this class. Perhaps the most remarkable of these thus obtainable is

the giant Cerebratulus ingens, which is met with under stones where there is sand. It

is an enormous, smooth, flattened worm, yellowish, whitish, or flesh-colored, and some-
times grows to be ten or twelve feet long and over an inch in width. C. rosea also

occurs in similar places ; in form it resembles its larger relative, but is less flattened,

smaller, and decidedly red in color; it is often covered by adherent gr.ains of sand.

Another species belonging to the nemerteans is also found on the Xew England coast

in great abundance under stones from mid-tide to high-watei- mark ; it is the JSfemertes

socialis, a gregarious species, many of them coiling together into large clusters ; it is
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filiform, measuring five or six inches in lengtli ; its color is dark asii brown or blackish,

a little lighter underneath, and it has three or four eyes in a longitudinal group on

each side of the head. (Verrill.)

A very beautiful and common European species is the Polia crucigera, so called

because its dark green body is marked by crosses, made by white stripes and trans-

verse rings. Its favorite haunts are calcareous rocks

bored out and excavated by other creatures, or else it

seeks refuge among the branches of coral, as in our

figure, which represents a very perfect specimen

drawn life size.

Tiiere is, perhaps, nothing more interesting in tlie

history of the nemerteans than the curious metamor-

phoses which some of the forms accomplish, althougii

in other cases the development is direct. In the

former instance tlie larva passes through the remark-

able pilidiuni stage, so called, because the larva was

originally described as a new animal under the name

of Pilidiuni ; in that condition the embryo is found

swiniming .about in the ocean; it is almost micro-

scopic in size, transparent and somewhat like an in-

verted bowl in shape, with two fiaps hanging down from the edges, one on each side

;

on top a thick mobile hair, the ilagellum ; the edges of the bowl and the two flaps are

fringed with delicate cilia to serve, together witii the Hagellum, as locomotive organs.

Fig. 206. — Piliilii

Class VIII.— GEPHYEEA.
The Gcphyrea are an illy-defined group of forms intermediate in many ways

between the lower worms, i)articularly the nemertean t}pe, and the higher worms

or annelids proper. Until very recently the Echiurids, which Hatschek's brilliant

researches have proved to be degraded annelids, were also included in this group,—
and indeed this im]iortant rectification has not yet found its way into zoological text-

_ books. The only true gephyreans are those known hitherto
^

as the Inermes, while the Gephyiei Chajtiferi (Echiuridaj)

/ belong to the chjetopods (see Annelida).

The Gephyrea are not hermajihroditie; they are all

marine, usually have a retractile proboscis, and always have

a ring of nervous matter round the a'sophagus and a ven-

tral nerve cord ; but their bodies are not segmented. The

ventral nerve cord distinctly marks an approach to a higher

type ; in the lower forms the nervous system is far less con-

centrated. The true gephyreans comprise two families,

Sipimculida;, having tentacles around the mouth at the end

of the proboscis, and PriajJulidiB without tentacles. Of the

SiPUNCULiD^E we may consider Phascolosoma typical ; an

undeteiTnined European species of this genus is represented

in the accompanying figure. Phascoloso7na ca'-mctdarium

is very common upon the sandy or shelly bottoms in deep water along all the northern

coasts of Xew England. This worm takes possession of a dead shell of some small
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gastropod, like the hermit crabs, but as the aperture is always too large for its bo<ly,

it builds out the rim of the aperture until only a small round opening is left, througli

which the worm can stretch fortii the anterior extremity of its

body, 01' withdraw into the shell it has appropriated for its dwell-

ing. It lives permanently in its borrowed home, dragging it about

by the powerful contractions of its body. The material with which

the Phascolosoma patches out the shell so as to constrict tlie

mouth thereof, is a hard and durable composition of sand and

mud, cemented together by a secretion of the animal. When
fully extended the forward jjart of the body, or so-called proboscis,

is long and slender, and furnished close to the end with a circle of

small slender tentacles, which surround the mouth. There is a

band of minute spinules just behind the mouth. When tlie worm
grows too large for its habitation, instead of

exchanging it for a larger shell, as do the

hermit crabs, it gradually extends its tube

outward from the mouth of the shell, a labor

Fic jub - I'Un^coioio- sometimes rudely interruijted by a lisli swal-

lowing the worm, shell and all.

Priapulus, of which we give an admirable figure, is the type

of the second family, the Peiapulid,*;. Even its external form

indicates the necessity of placing it apart from Sijjunculids.

The anterior club-shaped portion of the body is the jiroboscis

with numerous dentate ridges. The tail is covered with nu-

merous round i)apill;e. The genus is common in deep water

along the shores of northern Europe, and burrows a hole in sandy

bottoms, where it resides as happily as the Phascolosoma in its

stolen shell, and leads an equally uninteresting life.

The genus Pkoronis stands quite apart, an<l in fact has been

classed with the annelids by some writers, but our present know-

ledge indicates rather affinities with the gephyreans. It lives

in tubes on the sea bottom, and has a crown of tentacles around

the mouth. Its larva, known as Actinotrocha, is a remarkable

creature, with long ciliated arms about its body, and changing into the adidt worm by
turning itself apparently inside out.

Class IX.— ANNELIDA.
We j)ass now to the last of the worms in the ascending series, the large and varied

class of segmented or jointed worms, which includes the leeches, the common eartii

worms, and an immense number of marine, fresh water and teri-estrial sjjecies, which

attract the naturalist by the wonders of their organization, development and habits.

Every sort of life which is open to crawling and swimming creatures is led by one

or another of the annelids ; some grovel in the eartli or live in mud ; some take refuge

amid rocks and corals; some wander freely over the ocean, and are gaily decorated

;

others are mean parasites, feeding and dwelling on larger creatures, and leading

greedy, selfish lazy lives, like human criminals, stealing the property of otheis.
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Tlie nnnoli.ls Mttnin the higlicsl. ;nKit„.nicMl .j^r.uh- l<n.,un witliin Mr. vvnnian type.
By tliis I menu that their orgmis aiv nmre coniijlkutud, or as one says, specialized
This advance is recognizable in all parts; the sensory apparatus is nnu-h perfected
es]iecially the eye and ear have become capable of better fund ions than in lower
worms. The nervous system has distinct centres, or ganolia, of «],i,h tlic hn-est
lies in the head and is comjiarable with a true brain, and' exhibits, ui.on proper micro-
scopical examination, considerable complexity of structure. The i.eculiaritv, however,
which is most striking, and which gives the name to the class, is the division of tin'
body into a succession of more or less similar short parts, known as rings, joints, or
more correctly, as segments. In the common earth-worm these joints are i-eadily sLen^
being marked on the outside. The essential part of a true segment is a distinct
division of the muscles, but besides we also find a separate nerve-centre for each seo-.
ment, a sej.arate excretoiy organ, sejiarate markings and se])arate external appenda^w
all repeated for each segment. In the grouj) known as the Polycha-ta, the extenial
ai)pendages are numerous and consjiicuous, and serve to accentuate, in the eyes of
even a hasty observer, the serial repetition of parts, whicli is the most obvious" irsult
of the segmentation of the body.

The annelids fall naturally into three well marked sul)-classes, the Archiannclida
havn)g no bristles and no suckers; the Chsetopoda, having bristles upon their sides,'
and the leeches, having two suckers, one around the mouth and the other on the ven-
tral side of the j)osterior extremit}'.

Sub-Clas8 I. — Akciiianxelida.

This sub-class includes a small number of worms, whose affinities and importance
as the nearest living representatives of the archetype of the
segmented worms was fiivst pointed out by Hatsehek, to
whom science is also indebted for the recognition of the
group, which is oidy just beginning to find its way into

textbooks (1884). The best-known form is PoJijcjonHuK
a long, slender worm, without bristles or appendages nor
external joints, although its body is segmented. Its larva

was long familiar to naturalists as a free swimming pelagic
embryo, very minute indeed, and always designated as F'"- -io--/'"'.'/.';on/ras larva;

T * 1 1 -nr ,
*" anus; 7j;, mouth; .*.-, stomach.

-Loven s larva. Many an attempt was made to trace out
the metamorjihoses of this larva, but always unsuccessfully until within a few years,
wdien it was discovered to be the young of Pohjgordins.

Sub-Class II.— Ch^topoda.
These worms may be easily recognized by their jointed bodies, and by the presence

of^ two rows of sjiines on each side thereof. The places of insertion for the
spines are often protuberant, and sometimes project so far as to form false limbs—
(parapodia). We then have on each segment four of these outgrowths, each bearing
a smgle spine or a group of spines. When upon each ])rotnberance there is but a
single, or very few spines, the worm belongs to the Oligochaita, the lower order of
the sub-class; in the Oligocha^ta the protuberances are but slightlv if at all marked;
in the other and higher order, the Polychteta, there are usually true parapodia,'
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movable like a limb and each having at tht

bizarre shapes and brilliant shades of coloi-.

end a cluster of many bristles, often of

Order I. — OLIGOCH^TA.

The Oligochreta arc all hcrinajilu-odites, arc without cephalic appendages, and have

no armature around the mouth. The best known of the order, and indeed of the

whole class of Annelida, is the familiar earth-worm, the favorite victim of an art

which serves to Invo bdy^ to brooks, and to betray fishes into the frying-pan. We
, _„_ owe to Darwin a series of

most interesting observa-

tions on the habits of earth-

worms, and the role they

play in the economy of

nature, and we are almost

equally indebted to the

acute studies of Von Hen-

sen. The characteristics

of earth-worms are, the ab-

sence of appendages, the

large number of small seg-

ments, the small size and

number of the bristles, the

want of sense organs, and

the development of a belt

or clitellus; this is a thick-

ened jiortion of the body,

not far behind the head,

and having a smooth, glis-

tening surface.

Z,umbrici(S terrestris is

common botli in Europe

and America. I quote

Linnteus' description as

given in Turton's quaint

translation: " Inhabits decayed wood and the common soil, which by perforating it

renders fit to receive the rain; devours the cotyledons of plants and wanders about by
night ; is the food of moles, hedgehogs, and various birds. Body with about one

hundred and forty rings, each of \Ahich contains four pair of prickles, not visible to the

eye but discoverable by the touch ; when expanded is convex each side, and when
contracted is flattish beneath, with a red canal down the whole body ; the belt is

wrinkled and porous ; mouth placed beneath the proboscis." Now this description

is altogether inadequate for the discrimination of the species, nevertheless we will let

it pass ; still less satisfactory are the remarks on the habits, which we must amend and

extend. First of all let us add that "belt" means the clitellus, which in this species

includes six segments, so fused that the external demarcations are obliterated.

Earth-worms are essentially burrowing animals, nocturnal in their habits, although

they sometimes leave their holes and crawl over the ground to a new locality, and also

upper, tj, lower divisions.
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are occasionally active during the daytime. They are exceedingly dejiendent on

moisture, for a single day in the dry air kills them, while on the other hand they will

survive in water for a long period; hence, whenever there comes a "dry sjiell," they

all retreat into the lower stratum of soil not yet parched by the heat upon the sur-

face. I have known them to retire to a depth of four feet in a period of jirolonged

drought, which com2:)letely exhausted the moisture to that depth. In winter, too, they

always go down below the frost and make a little hollow or chaml)er at the lidlloni of

their burrow, in which they coil up to hibernate, often several of them getting to-

gether. They usually carry down with them a few small stones, for what purpose is

not known. In summer they live close to the surface, if it is not too dry, shutting uj)

the mouths of their tubes with little pellets gathered from about, or with their own
castings. Keeping quiet during the day, they emerge at night, stretching forth the

anterior end of their bodies and exploring the neighborhood ; keeping, however, most

of their long selves within doors and retreating entirely upon the least alarm ; a jar of

the soil, or light falling upon them, is sufticiont to awaken their timidity and cause an

instantaneous retraction of the protruded ])art of their bodies. But their habit of

remaining so near the surface renders their timidity, even, an insufficient protection,

for they are often discovered and dragged forth by robins and other birds, which,

unlike Luther, esteem the diet of worms. The Lumhrici are omnivorous; beefsteak,

cabbage, fruit, green leaves and dead, dirt, stones, broken glass are all swallowed with

an iirii)artiality that would do credit to Aristides. But, although it has its preferences

as to what it will eat, Lumbricns is not content without dirt and small stones, or other

liard, indigestible objects, together with more nutritious fare. Ajjparently from the

dirt it is able to extract some matter, perhaps to assimilate the microscopic organisms

it contains ; the stones probably act as grinders, serving to crush the food ])roper and

mix it thoroughly with the digestive juices. The earth-worm, then, ])asses through its

intestine pretty much everything in and on the ground, which can possibly get

through ; but it discharges its castings u])on the surface, a manure which is universally

known as vegetable mould, but would be more correctly termed if called animal

mould. Xow, as the worms burrow in every direction, they constantly bring up from

below and dc]iosit on the surface, so that the superficial layer grows .slowly but

steadily. Thus it happens th.at if ashes are strewn on a tield the earth-worm castings

are deposited over tJiem, gradually burying them until they finally disappear. In his

book on the earth-worm, Mr. Darwin gives many instances of this apparent subsi<lence

which, under the most favorable circumstances, goes on at the rate of two or three

tenths of an inch per annum. We quote the following account from his pages:

"Near Maer Hill in Staffordshire, qui<3k-liuie had been spread about the year 1827,

thickly, over a field of good pasture land, which had not since been ploughed. Some

S(|uare holes were dug in this field in the beginning of October 1837, and the sections

showed a layer of turf, formed by the matted roots of the grasses, one half inch in

thickness, beneath which, at a depth of two and a half inches (or three inches from

the surface), a layer of lime in powder or in small lumjis could be distinctly seen run-

ning all round the vertical sides of the holes." Even large objects, big stones and ex-

tensive pavements, are gradually buried by the worms, because their' burrows extend

underneath, and by their colla])se let the overlying object sink, while their castings

raise the surface around it. " When we behold," writes Mr. Darwin, "a wide, turf-

covered expanse, we should remember that its smoothness, on which so much of its

I)eauty depends, is mainly due to all tin- inecpialitics having lieen slowly levellccl by
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I'Ki. 212.— To

worms. It is a marvellous reflection that the w link- nt the su])ertic.ial moulil over any

rieli expanse has passed, and will again pass, e\ ery lew years, through the bodies of

worms. 'J'he plough is one nf tlic nmst aneient and most valuable of man's inven-

tions, but long before he e.xisted the land was

in fact regularly |)loughed, and still- continues

to be thus plouglied, by earth-worms. It may
be doubted whether there are many other ani-

mals which have played so important a part in

the history of the world as liave these lowly

organized creatures."

The amount of the eastings is strikingly

shown by those earth-worms which belong to

the genus Perichcvta, for these animals deposit

their ejections in remarkable towers, which

rise like turrets, with their summits often

broader than their bases, to a lieight of two

and a half and even three inches. Near Nice,

in France, these towers abound in extraordin-

ary numbers, and are probably formed by a

j^^— species naturalized from the east. Mr. Scott

complains of the trouble they cause in the

botanic garden at Bombay :
" Some of the

near j\ice"°^°^^
"'''""'" finest of our lawns can be kept in anything

like order only by being almost daily rolled

;

if left undisturbed for a few days they become studded with large

castings." The period during which worms near Calcutta display

sucli extraordinary activity lasts for only a little over two months,

namely, during the cool season after the rains. Hensen believes

that the importance of the earth-worm is not so much in tlie pre-

paration of liumus as in making ])assages for the roots of plants,

and he describes the manner in which the burrows are utilized by
pl.ants. Indeed we owe to him the demonstration of the relation

of the worms to the fertility of the soil, increasing it as just men-
tioned.

During the mating season the earth-worm leaves his burrow,
seeking a mate. The eggs are laid in the ground, and are two or

three lines in length. Our figure delineates one of tliem with the
enclosed mature embryo, and its top closed by a valve-like struc-

ture adapted to facilitate the escape of the worm. The shell

g(!nerally contains several yolks, but only one of them usually de-

velops. It was once erroneously lielieved that Lumhricus might
be nniltiplied' by mechanical section, but although the front part
of a divided wonn survives, the back part dies, unless, indeed,
when the front includes only the head and a few segments, for

then the survival is reversed, the posterior division living on and
manufacturing a new head for itself.

The aquatic Oligochaita (Limicolaj) are very numerous both in species and indi-

viduals, and have been separated into four families. 1. PuREORYCTiDJi:, of which the
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type is a very long and slender worm, discovered by Professor Leydig, wliich displays

a marked predilet-tioii for deep wells. As far as I am aware it has hitherto been

found only in Germany. 2. Tubificid^. Tiie common and graceful lubifex makes
an interesting iidiabitant of a small fresh-water aquarium. It is easily obtained by
digging uj) some dark mud from the bottom of almost any meadow brook, and then

placing it with water in a jar; when the settling is completed the worms will soon

reconstruct their long tubes which run down from the surface of the mud; thev will

then stretch forth their long slender bodies, which undulate incessantly until some dis-

turbance causes the frightened worm to jerk back into its domicile. The annual is long

and slender as a thread, somewhat reddish in color and transjiarent. Witii a lens

the segments of its body may be readily distinguished, and the little lateral bristles

;

those of tiie lower row are forked and hooked : similar bristles, together with simple

liair-shaped ones, form the ujiiK^r row. Along the New England coast the allied genus

VUtdlio is common, being, unlike Tiibife.c., an inliabitant of the ocean ; it is found, in

I'lireiiriictes

company witli two or three other cognate genera, under stones and decaying sea-weeds

near high-w'ater mark.

The members of the third family, KN('nYTiivEn).E, live in the earth, rotten woods,

waters of swamps and the ocean. The I'ed-blooded Pachi/drilus may be taken as

typical ; it being a common marine genus. The last family, the Naid^s:, coraju-ises

the best-known and most interesting members of the order, the two chief genera, Kais

and (^luMof/aster, liaving been studied again and .-igain by naturalists during the 1,'ist cen-

tury and a half, their wonderful repnidurtioii liy transvcTM' (ii\ InIom always i)ossessing

a vivid interest. The Naida^ are small, transparent worms, which may.be readily cap-

tured by scooping blindly through tlie plants gi-owing in fresh water, among which

these creatures swim about. Many of them have a long snout or horn growing out

from tiie head. Very comuujn is the Nais proboscklea, which has a relatively immense

a[)[)endage " jiroaking out before its eyes." This long trunk is used to feel the way.

Another member of the same genus, howi'\rr, has a simple roundeil lie;id. The genus

itself is e.'isilv recourui/.eil bv the fact th;it the upper I'ow of bristles on each side are

h.air-likc', wliilc the lower row are hooked ; rjia'tof/aster is characterized by having no

dorsal, liut only the ventral row of bristles. Itoth forms lay large eggs singly, en-

closing them in protective capsules. It is, howe\ er, the asexual reproduction of these

worms wliich is so interesting. Tliere .appears in the midst of the body a little zone

of tissue, occupying at first less space than one of the segments between which it is

interpolated. The microscope shows that this tissue is of a very elementary character,

consisting of so-called embryonic or germinal cells. Gradually the tissue of this inter-

polated zone transforms itself into muscles, nerves, etc., and, growing meanwhile, it

forms in front a new tail jiiece to ]iatch out the anterior half of the worm, and be-

hind it forms a new head for the posterior half of the original body. The zone then
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breaks, and there are now two worms, one with a new tail, the other with a new head.

In JVciis it is very common to see several "budding zones" at once in various stages

of develoijrnent. But the process of division does not always proceed in precisely

the same way. The genus Luinhriculus, one of the Tubitieida% also multiplies by

transverse division, but it breaks in two first, and then develops the germinating tissue

out of which the missing parts are redeveloped for each individual, a new tail for the

front, and a new head for the hinder of the two. The new hind end arises as a little

bud, consisting of new cells and ciliated over its surface, and subsequently forms the

requisite number of segments. If the head is cut off it is reformed— a most conve-

: pi-uOoscUka reproil

nient arrangement, which, were it feasible with man, would essentially diminish the

inconveniences of capital punishment.

The delicate fresh-water annelids are much preyed upon by carnivorous insect

larvffi, and it is not uncommon to see a Dytiscus larva, for instance, seize one in its

jaws and snip the poor worm in two, one half escaping. This mishap, which would

be fatal to most animals, is only a temporary inconvenience to a Nais or Tjumbriculus.

It is evident that their exti'aordinarj' reproducti\e endowments must be one of the

most important factors in the preservation of the species. Bonnet, one of the most

accurate of observers, found that the process of regeneration is completed within a

week, and proved that one worm, divided into several ])ieces, might produce, under

favorable circumstances, an equal numljer of new complete individuals, so that some-

times the very act of destruction, as in the fabled hydra, multiplies instead of annihi-

lating the victim.
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OitDEii II.— I'OLYCH.ETA.

The members of this order are generally dioecious, and pass throuoh strikino-

metamorj)hoses in the course of their development. The head is conspicuous on
account of the feelers, cirri, and

gills, which are often very promi-

nent. They are nearly all ma-

rine. They far exceed all other

worms in the variety of species

and the diversity of their lives

:

indeed within our limits it is

utterly impossible to refer even

to all the families of the Poly-

chwta, unless we should content

ourselves with a bare catalogue.

Roughly speaking, a ])olychR'tous

annelid may be recognized by its

jointed body, the false feet with

numerous bristles, and the pos-

session of cejihalic tentacles. The order has two main divisions: 1, Scdcntaria or

Tubicolse; 2, Errantia,— the former with fifteen, the latter with twelve families.

i ^VU

Fig. 21(5. — Head ,iinl anterior segments of JJinjmtm riipr.

Sub-Oeder I.— TvincohJE.

rder owes its name to tlie general habit of bui

worm lives. The dwelling is con-

structed, now of one kind, now of

anothei', of foreign particles, accord-

ing to the tastes and habits of the

builder, who cements his materials

together by a secretion of his own
bod)', or sometimes the secretion

itself hardens, making a tube with-

out extraneous adjuncts. From the

fact that their lives aie S])ent in

this armor, the anterior end of the

body becomes highly specialized,

and is usually very different from

the moi-e posterior segments.

The handsome TereheUa {Am-
phitrite) ornata of our North At-

lantic coast, a large and interesting

worm, is common both among and

a tube in which the

Fio. 217. — Ciafmiffes
rinnhUi, a tube-

i i ,worm removed under rocKS, and on muddy shores.
from its tube.

r. i
'

i. ,

It constructs nrm tubes out or the
Fig. 218. — Amphilrite

consolidated mud and sand in which it resides, casting cylinders of mud out of the

orifice. It grows to be twelve or fifteen inches in length, and is usually flesh-colored,

VOL. I. — 15
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'/,

lil'j. — Euclione eUt/ans.

although variable hi Jme from reddisli to orange and dark brown. From the head

spring very numerous Hesh-colored tentacles, and three pairs of large feathered gills,

which are bright red from the blood showing through them. The tentacles are capa-

ble of great extension, and may be stretched out to a length

of eight ov ten inches. They are incessantly in motion, ap-

parently to gather food and materials for tube-building. This

species may bo considered a type of the large family of Terrk-

iiKLLiDvE, and possesses the following features characteristic

of the family : The body is thicker in front, the thin jtosterior

extremity bears no bristles; the tentacles are tiliform; the

head is not marked off from the body ; the gills are confined

to a few anterior segments ; the bristles are short, those of

the upper row hair-like, of the lower, hooked.

Eiichone eleijans is a beautiful species found on the New
England coast. When ex|)anded, the pale yellow or green-

ish branchiiE are recurved and connected by a broad thin

membrane. The body anteriorly is reddisli, changing into

fiesli color and then into a darker gi'eeu or brown as we pro-

ceed posteriorly. The species lives in water from five to

thirty fathoms in depth, and makes slender tubes covered

with fine sand.

In the large family of the Serpulid^ also, the gills are

confined to the anterior end of the body, and are covered

with cilia, which maintain a stream of water, which sweeps

food down towards the mouth, which is placed at the base of the gills. The liead

is usually set off from the body by a collar; all the bristles are hair-like,

except those on the anterior half of the lower row. Their larval life is

free-swimming, but when they settle down they excrete a calcareous

shell which the worms enlarge subsequently to meet the necessities of

the growing inhabitants. The secretion and shaping of the tube are

performed princi])ally by the basal portion of the gills. The round,

crooked tubes made by the American Serpula dianthus are often found

on the under surfaces .and sides of stones, and even in more exposed sit\i-

ations,— always near low-water mark. When disturbed, the worm sud-

denly withdraws its beautiful wreath of gills, and closes the aperture of

its tube with a curious plug, called the operculum,— the portcullis of

its castle. The branehise, when fully dis|)layed, reveal their elegance

of form and color; tliey are a round cluster, ])arted into symmetrical

halves, some eighteen delicate feathered filaments on each side. Tiie

colors are extremely variable, but always brilliant ; usually the branchiae

are purplish at the base, with narrow bands of light red or yellowish

green ; further from the centre the filaments are transversely banded
with purplish-brown, which alternates with yellowish-green ; in another

variety they are all citron-yellow, and in yet another all whitish, l)anded

with brown.

Very different is the abundant Clijiuendln torqmiUi, which is plain in

shape though pretty in color. It belongs to the Maldanid^e, Polycha?ta in which all the

external appendages are vei-y much reduced. Chjmenella constructs long tubes of agglu-

. 22(1. — (•/;/-

menf/la tor-

quata.
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tiiuitud smul, rather avoiding iiuuldy bottoms. It loves ((uiet, and often seeks a home
among the roots of eel grass. It is usually pale red, with bands ot buoht u'd aiound

the swollen parts of the segments, but it is most readily

recognized by the collar on the fifth ring and the peculiar

I'uimel appended to the tail. There still remain a. host of

curious genera, Sttniaspis, 3IaHayunJcia, I'olydura, (Jirrul-

iilus, Capitella, and many others, which we woidd fain de-

scribe, were it not for the painful conviction that the general

reader's interest in worms, even in those that ai-e polyclue-

tous, is exhaustible. We content ourselves, therefore, with

a trio of brief allusions ; first, to tlie lug-worm, Arenicola

mariiM, wliicli is eagerly sought after as bait by English

fishermen, who dig it from the lioles it excavates in the

sands. On our coast it occurs north of Cajie Cod, but is

not used in fishing. The branchiie are confined to the cen-

tral portion of the body, where they form on each side a

series of small tufts, remarlvable, during the life of the crea-

ture, for their brilliant red color. It is a type of the family

closely related to the Clymenella, above described. The second form is the Spi-

rorbis, one of the Seri^ulidte, whose white, coiled tubes might easily be mistaken

Fig. 221,— Stenia^pis fossor.

for a snail shell. They occur on rocks, sliells, etc., but are most numerous on bits

of rock-weed (T^iiciis) thrown uj) from shallow water'. Each individual worm is

as pretty and delicate as any species of Scrpula, aii<l, like the members of tliat genus,
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when it retracts it closes its calcareous tube with an operculum. Over half a dozen

sjiecies are found on our northern coasts. The last form is Cistenides, or, as it is

called in the older works,

Pectinaria. Our common
species, C. goiddii, is light

red or flesh color, hand-

somely mottled with dark

red and blue. This species

forms long conical tubes of

sand, wliich are remarkable

in the fact that the grains

of which tliey are composed

are built up, a single layer

in thickness, "like minia-

ture masonry, and bound

together by a -waterprooi

cement." The animal is

shown in P^ig. 217.

Sub-Okdek II.

EANTIA.
•Er-

ratutus grantUs. The Errantia are active

and fierce beasts of prey,

of wliicli the Nekeid.e and XEPTHYiiJi may be regarded as the central type. The para-

})odia are large mo^'able limbs, and bear numerous bristles varied in shape and color.

The tentacles on the head are often of several sorts, and the segments of the body may
vary in different regions, so that an anterior ))ortion of the body looks very different

from another posterior, as is so strikingly exemplified in Heteronereis and its allies ; the

segments of the bodies may also have gills of various kinds ; in some cases these gills

are long and delicate filaments which entirely change the physiognomy of the worm.

The term Nereis was given by Linnreus to a gi'ou]5 of annelids, which he charac-

terized as having an elongated vermiform body, furnished with soft, well-developed

appendages, and a head bearing eyes and tentacles. He thus included nearly all the

Errantia under one genus, and the tradition of the LinnjBan name still lingers in the

habit of naturalists, who use the term Nereis or Nereid as a vague designation. The

genus has now been very much reduced, by cutting off hundreds of its original mem-
bers to establish them under numerous new genera, so that the genus Nereis of to-day

is but a very small fragment of the original one. This has been the general fate of

all Linne's names, so that while we have ke]it the form, we have rejected the sub-

stance, because the essence of his system of nomenclature was to give two names, one

to indicate the general place of the form in the animal kingdom, the other to desig-

nate the species; but the modern genera, unlike the Linn^an, are no longer general

but special, and one of the chief merits of binomial nomenclature has been done away
with.

Nereis peku/ica is common on both sides of the North Atlantic, and is among the

longest and best known of vermes, but on the New England coast the much larger

Nereis virens is more readily found, for it lives in muddy and shelly sand between



WORMS. 229

Fig. 224. — Head and jaws of

titles, preforriiig, Iiowcver, to be near low water. ^Vi virens grows to a lenntli of

eighteen inclies or more. The color is dull bluish-green, with an iriileseeiit tiiiu'e of

red and other brilliant hues ; the large lamella; or gills along

the sides are greenish anteriorly, but further back often be-

come bright red, owing to the numerous blood-vessels which

they contain. It is a very active and voracious worm, terrible

to smaller animals, upon which it preys, capturing them by its

large pi'oboscis, which it suddenly thrusts out, seizing its vic-

tim with the two large jaws which arm the tip of its efficient

weajion of attack ; the proboscis is then

withdrawn, and the food torn and mas-

ticated at leisure. These lai-ge worms,

called " clam-worms " by the fishermen,

are frequently dug out of their burrows

and eagerly devoured by tautog, scup

and other fishes,— in nature it is ever

thus, the eaters are in the end themselves

eaten. In JVei-eis the jiroboscidean armature emulates in strengtli

and sharpness the jaws of the ant-lion or some of the more

formidable carnivorous beetles; nearly all the free-swimming

Polycha'ta are similarly weaponed, and sometimes even more

formidably. Thus, in Phyllodoce- nmxlllosa, the fangs of a tiger

seem to have lieen conjoined with the cutting teeth of a shark,

to ]ierfect such a model of carnivorous dentition as can find no

rixal ill the animal creation. The JVereis does not always con-

tine itself to its l)urrow, but, like all its relatives, frequently goes

a-journeying. It is a nocturnal traveller, and at certain times

swims about in vast numbers near the surface of the ocean;

probably this habit has some connection with the reproduction.

The life history of Nereis is still very obscure, for in some cases

it j)roduces sexualh^ young which become Nereis ; in other cases

there intervenes what is known as the Ileteronereis stage ; Hetero-

tureis again is capable of reproduction, and api)arently the same

sjiecies may assume different forms; moreover Nereis is found

as a hermaphrodite as well as a unisexual animal. Now since the

connection of these forms with one another has not yet been satis-

factorily determined, the whole history of the manifold possil)le

changes is in confusion.

Verv different is it in regard to Autolytus, whose vital career, at least for the jires-

ent, is more comjirehensible. The genus may serve also as the type of the Syllidjs,

one of the chief families of the order, and remarkable for the great length of the

dorsal cirri of the body-sc'^mcnts. The eggs of Autohjlus produce an asexual indi-

vidual, which multiplies by division, the anterior end remaining the asexual worm,

while the ]iosterior individual is divided off and becomes male or female as the case

mav be. We have here a jmre example of alternation of generations, a phenomenon

first recognized about half a century ago. The individual born from the egg has

neither the form nor value— that is to say, the physiological significance— of a sexual

adult, but propagates itself by budding, division, or internal gemmation. Of tliis we
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have already given various iiibilaiices in the sections referring to parasitic species

among the lower worms. In Tomopteris^ vi. pretty, transparent, pelagic creature, the

false feet are very long and thick, while two long cirri spring

from the first segment so that the outline of the animal is

bizarre.

Another type altogether is sliown liy the scale-bearing

annelids, Aphroditid^ ; tlae upper parapodia, or false feet,

carry large scales, which lie over the back of the animal

and form an imbricated covering, serving the double pur-

[lose of protection and respiration. The most common of

our species in New England is probablj' the Lepidonotns

xquaniatHs, which inhabits the rocky shores of bays and

sounds, where they

may be found hiding

in crevices or on the

under side of stones.

It has twelve pairs of

rough scales on its

l)ack, while its cousin

L. sii.hJevis has the

same number, but

smooth, and is found,

though less abund-

antly, in the same lo-

calities as the first-

mentioned species.

In many members of

this family, however, the bristles are greatly de-

veloped, in Ilermione so as to partially, in Aphro-

dite so as to completely, hide the scales under a

felting of liair. Nothing can exceed the splendor

of the colors that ornament some of these hairs

;

"they yield, indeed, in no respect to the most gor-

geous tints of tropical birds, or to the brilliant

decorations of insects : green, yellow, and orange,

blue, purple, and scarlet— all the hues of Iris

play upon them with the changing light." In Aphrodite, the respiratory function of

the scales is evident ; they exhibit periodical movements of elevation and depression

;

as they are overspread by a coating of felting, readily ]iermeable to the water, the

space between the scales is filled with filtered water while they are elevated ; when
they are again depressed the water is forcibly emitted at the posterior end of the

body, and the back, which serves as an organ of res])iration, is tlnis washed by fresh

water. Although these animals are not active, yet they are highly organized, and

are to be considered the ti])-to]) of the world of worms, no slight dignity. They
are rather inactive com])ared with many of their relatives, and are usually very dirty,

so that repeated washings are necessary to uncover their natural beauties. Among
worms, also, high rank does not ensure personal cleanliness.

? hystrix.
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The EcHiURiD.E, wliicli were foriiK'rly classeil witii the (iephjreans, arc now known
to be true annelids, but their precise attinities a

apj)en(lix. They are easily recognized 1)\ ihi

jiair of hooked bristles on the ventral suit m,
and by the two crowns of bristles which otcui

around the caudal extremity of some tonii'.

The three principal genera are Ediiuris, Tlud-

asuet/ta and Jionellki. The last-nientioiud i^

very striking in a])pearance, as will be si tn b\

the figure of Botidlia viridis. Oskar Schmidt

referring to his visit to the Dalmatian isl nid

Sesina, writes: "I noticed about a foot undti

water, beneath a large stone, an intensely gn m
worm-like moving creature; I quickly liftid

the stone, and my supposed worm revcikd

itself as the two-pronged proboscis of Bondlin

We kept it alive in a basin for a day, and ne\( i

tired of watching its movements." Thi bod\

is covered with little warts, and, like the pro-

boscis, is vivid green ; it is capable of manifold

contractions and constrictions, and the jiroboscis

is an even greater jiroteus, and may stretch oui

in large specimens to half a yard in length.

Myzostoma is another puzzle to zoologists,

but is best guessed to be a degenerated para-

sitic annelid. The geinis includes a consider-

able nmnber of species which are all external

parasites of the Comatulas ; they are snnill,

disc-shaped, have four pairs of lateral suckers

on the ventral surface, and a retractile paj)il-

lated proboscis, and there are five pairs of

cirrus-bearing false feet.

uncertain, so we will sli|) them in by

Sub-Class III.— Entekopneusti.

There now remains only one aberrant ly|)e for us to consider, namely, the whale's

tongue. The singular and little known animals we have studied as isolated forms do

not fall readily into any of the great classes, and this very fact of their standing so

much apart renders them so much the more interesting to the thoughtful naturalist.

Many of these species are rare, and it becomes therefore the more desirable to call

general attention to them, in order that they may be sought and found by those who
might otherwise let precious o]iportunities go by unutilized. Very few of them have

yet been recorded from America, but there cannot be much question that niany of

them, together with others equally singular but yet iniknown forms, will, in tlu' future,

be discovered in our fauna.

The whale's tongue, Balanofjlossiis, so named from a fancied resemblance, is a

very interesting animal to the scientific zoologist. The adult worm was originally

discovered atXa]iles; the free-swimming embryo was subsequently named Tornaria,
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and was long considered to be the larva of a starfisli, until Metsclinikoff established

its real affinities by tracing out its metamorphosis into the adult. The shape of the

transjiarent larva is well shown in the

luagnitied drawing; it is just large

enougli to be recognized by the naked

eye by those familiar with it. It may
be caught in July and August by skim-

ming the ocean surface with a fine net.

Much as it differs from the adult worm,

it yet passes by a series of gradual

clianges into the mature animal, which

inhabits muddy bottoms between the

tides. Jjidaiioc/lossiis is, I am con-

vinced, a modified annelid, although

its precise relationships are obscure,

especially on account of the singular-

ities of the nervous system. It has a

long, tapering, fragile body, the an-

terior half somewhat flattened, the posterior rounded; at the

anterior extremity is a large, pedunculated, top-shaped proboscis,

followed by a thickened i-lng or collar; behind the collar follow

the gills, a complicated set of branchial openings, recalling some-

what the branchiie of the tunicates. Now gills mark an advance

in organization from the vermian towards the vertebrate type,

and Hulanoglossus interests us scientifically just for this reason, that it a])])cars in

some respects a connecting link between widely separated divisions of the animal

kingdom.

Sub-Class IV.— Discophori.

The sucker-bearing annelids, or Hirudinei, or leeches, are segmented worms adapted

to a parasitic or semi-parasitic existence. They are all blood-suckers, veritable vam-

I)ires, and to most persons the mere thought of their liabit is revolting ; but the anti-

patliy they excite is not an altogether well-founded emotion, for they have their role

to perform, and man has converted them into his servants, and

given them a medical office, the duties of wliich they discharge

with praiseworthy alacrity. The leeches have been the theme

of one of the most singular of zoological delusions, in that they

have been considered to be related to the Trcmadota. I know
no reason whatsoever for this queer conjunction, which is worthy

of the time when a whale was called a fish. It is true that both

leeches and flukes have suckers, but there all anatomical resem-

blance ceases. The leeches are true segmented worms, but the

transverse lines visible on the external surface of the body do

not mark off the segments, but, on the contrary, hide the true

Fici. 2^1. — Sucker and jaws joints ; hence their internal an.atomv must be studied before the
of leech. ^ n,. •. ', 'tt i

true plan of their organization can be recognized. In general

shape we find that they are somewhat flattened ; that they are usually broadest poste-

riorly, tapering off rapidly towards the tail, slowly towards the head ; there is a sucker
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around tlio mouth, which is armed with jaws, and a larger one at the tail ; they are

generally dark colored, very much mottled, often having fine lines and dots of bright

hues ; they are j)ropei'ly aquatic, and occur in both fiesh and salt water.

There are three families, of the first of which, the Gnathoudellidji:, the medical

leech, Ilirudo inedicinalis, is typical. The variety linown as officinalis, measures,

wlien at rest, some three or four inches. The color of tlie species is areenish or

olive green, with six rust-i-ed, thread-like longitudinal bands, speckled with black

;

ventral surface, greenish yellow, spotted with black. The mouth has three radiating

jaws, with saw-like edges; when the animals bite through the skin, the wound
made consists of three cuts radiating from a common centre, each jaw making
a separate slit. The head is furnished with ten eyes and other special sense organs.

The natural habitat of the common leech is in swamps and brooks where the water

Hows slowly ; stagnant pools are unsuited to it ; it prej-s on all vertebrates, both

fishes and amphibia, and on mammals which come to the water to drink or bathe.

It fastens itself upon its victim by means of its suckers, then cuts the .skin, fastens

its oral sucker over tlie wound, and pumps away until it has completely gorged

itself with blood, distending enormously its elastic body, when it loosens its hold

and drojis off. Its attacks cause very little pain; boys in bathing are often feasted

ujion without beu)g aware of it until they see the dark foe against the light skin.

It is this power of extracting blood almost painlessly which has induced jihjsi-

cians to put them in requisition. They are generally kept by apothecaries, and suji-

plying the market has become a considerable industry in western France. In that

country it is said that they have leech plantations, swampy territories, \\hich are care-

fully freed from all animals that might destroy the leeches, such as large fi-ogs and

certain fishes. To nourish them, worn out horses and cattle are purchased and driven

into the leech enclosures, in which they are left to ])erish, death coming soon from loss

of blood, and preceded by ju'obably very little pain. The custom is not so humane as

one would be glad to demand, but, on the other hand, there is no reason to sn]>pose

that it inflicts great suffering on the horses, etc. The leeches arc collected in the fall,

and, to a less extent, in the spring; for if gathered in summer they do not bear trans-

portation well. In autumn, however, they are in the best condition, and, if captured

then, will survive months without food if properly cared for. The animal casts its

skin very frequently, and req\iires something to rub and scra])e against, to remove the

old slough, hence they must be supjilied with ])lants and soil through which to crawl,

as well as water. They move about either by crawling with the aid. of their suckers

somewhat in the fashion of an inch-worm, or else by swimming, at which tliey are

adepts, but they evidently prefer to have a firm hold. Sometimes they \AM\t theni-

sehes by the posterior sucker, and, stretching out their bod}-, throw it into undulations,

which ]iass from the head backward, and are sustained, an uninterrupted succession of

waves, for long periods. When reposing, they assume all sorts of attitudes, to lot)k at

some of which makes one's back ache. The common way to catch them is for a man

to stand in the water with bare feet and legs, then stir up the mud around him and

jiluck off those leeches which fasten u])on him; some of these collectors become quite

bloodless and sickly. Other modes of capture have been tried, but the belief that

leeches must lie captured upon the human skin still prevails, and leech culture there-

fore still goes on according to the ancient and semi-barbaric rules.

The eggs are laid in the ground; in the spring the leeches burrow into the moist

earth, a little above the water level. Towards the end of June they form their co-
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coons or egg-cjipsules, in each of wliicli :ue several yolks, so that, when the young

hatcli out at the end of five or six weeks, several are born at once, and iniiuediately

mal<e their way to the water. They grow very slowly. It is said that five years

elapse before they attain tlieir full size; they may live for twenty years.

Our waters contain many leeches similar to Hirudo ; most of them belong to the

genera JVepheliti and Hctiinopis. A giant among them is the big, spotted Macrostomwn

of our ponds. In southern Asia there live also terrestrial forms.

"Of all the plagues," writes Sir J. Emerson Tennent in his charming book on

Ceylon, "which beset tlie traveller in the rising grounds of Ceylon, tlie most detested

are the land leeches {JIamudipsu ceylonica). They are not frequent in tlie jilains,

Avhieh are too hot and dry foi- tliem, but amongst the rank vegetation in the lower

ranges of tlie hill country, which is kej)t damj) by frequent showers, they are found in

tormenting profusion. They are terrestrial, never visiting ponds or streams. In size

they are about an inch in length and as fine as a common knitting needle; but

they are capable of distension till they equal a quill in thickness, and attain a length

of nearly two inches. Their structure is so flexible that they can insinuate themselves

through the meshes of the finest stocking, not only seizing on the feet and ankles, but

ascending to the back and throat, and fastening on the tenderest parts of the bod}'.

In order to exclude them, tlie coffee planters, who live among these pests, are obliged

to envelop their legs in 'leech-gaiters' made of closely woven cloth. The natives

smear their bodies with oil, tobacco, ashes, or lemon juice, the latter serving not only

to stop the flow of blood, liut also to expedite the healing of the wounds. In moving,

the land leeches have the power of planting one extremity on the earth and raising the

otlier ])eipendicularly to watch for their victim. Such is their vigilance and instinct,

that, on the approach of a passer-by to a spot which they infest, they may be seen

amongst the grass and fallen leaves on the edge of a native path, poised erect, and

prepared for their attack on man and horse. . . . Their size is so insignificant, and

the wound they make is so skilfully punctured, that both are generally imperceptible,

and the first intimation of their onslaught is tlie trickling of the blood, or a chill feel-

ing of the leech when it begins to hang heavily on the skin from being distended with

its rei)ast. Horses are driven wild by them, and stamp the ground in fury to shake

them from their fetlocks, to which they hang in bloody tassels. The bare legs of the

jialankin bearers and coolies are a favorite resort; and as their hands are too much
engaged to be spared to ](ull them off, the leeclies hang like bunches of grapes round

their ankles. . . . Both Marshall and Davy mention that during the march of

troops in the mountains, when the Kandyans were in rebellion, in 1818, the soldiers,

and especially the Madras Sepoys, with the pioneers and coolies, suffered so severely

from this cause that numbers perished."

"One circumstance regarding these latnl-leeches is remarkable and unexjilained

;

they are helpless without moisture, and in the hills, where tliey abound at all other

times, they entirely disappear during long droughts ;
yet reappear instantaneously

at the very first fall of rain, and in sjtots previoush' parched, where not one was visi-

ble an hour before, a single shower is sufficient to reproduce them in thousands.

Wlience do they re-appear? May they, like the rotifers, be dried up and preserved

for an indefinite ]ieriod, resuming their vital activity on the mere recurrence of mois-

ture?"

The second family is distinguished l)y having a proboscis, and has, therefore, been

named Rhtnchobdeli.id.'E, of which the very common fresh-water Clepsine is a good



illustration. Vlepsi'n.e is remarkable hocaust' it carries its young about for some time

attached to its belly. Pontobdella is a marine representative of the family, noticeable

on account of the large size of the anterior sucker and the \varts over its bodv. This

greenish-gray leech lives on rays, and is apjiarently a lazy creature with dull senses.

Its powerful muscles enable it to fasten itself upon a rock and sustain its body

in a horizontal position for a long time, but it prefers to hang down, with the head

rolled up.

Leeches are related to fisheries in three ways. Some of the large, blood-sucking

forms, such as Macrohdella and Hirudo, attack many fishes directly, even when of con-

siderable size, and destroy them very quickly bj^ sucking their blood; some genera,

like Icthyobdellu and Ci/stobranclms, are true parasites, and often, when numerous, do

the fish great injury. Others, among which belong Clepsvie and Nefhelis, destroy

small molluscs and worms, which might otherwise become the food of fishes. On the

other hand, the leeches are in their turn fed ujion liy the white fish of the lakes, and

proV)ably other fishes (Verril).

Here we must close, although we wouhl gladly narrate the biographies of Malacoh-

della, Sranchiobdella, HisMobdclla and Acanthobdelld— but we must leave the four

'Bdella's in the stables; we have driven far and rapidly through a largo province of

nature's realm, pausing to catch glimpses of a few of her " sights
;
" let us hope

not to be of those travellers who "do" a country only to forget its apjiearance and

character.

Charles S. Minot.

^i^mm
Polyrimts eximhts, a tube worm with extended tentai
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Branch VI.— MOLLUSCOIDEA.

Among the forms of disputed position occur two well-marked groups of aquatic

animals, tlie Brachiopoda and the Polyzoa. In the older works the former of these

was included among the MoUusca, while the second was accorded a place along with

the hydroids in the heterogeneous group of Zoophytes. The next step was to recog-

nize the affinities of the two, and, as a consequence, the Polyzoa were placed alongside

the Brachioi)oda, as members of the great group Mollusca. Then embryology was

invoked, and, led by certain resemblances, many natur.alists separated the brachiopods

from the molluscs and gave them a i^lace among the worms, the Polyzoa being dragged

along with them. At present the tendency seems to be to recognize the affinity of

the two groups to both the worms and the molluscs, while assigning them a place

intermediate between the two.

At first sight the Polyzoa and the llrachioptxla seem widely different, but a deeper

knowledge reveals many and important points of contact, esj)ecially in their early

stages. They are all, with few exceptions, attached to some sub-aquatic object. In

the adult all traces of metameric segmentation are lost. The tentacular apparatus

is ciliated, and is borne upon a circular disc, or a two-armed process arising from tlie

oral region. The alimentary canal forms a single looji, the mouth and .anus (when

the latter is present) being near each other. Tiie ]irincipal nervous centre is a

ganglion just beneath the oesophagus.

The larvaa of each, though presenting themselves in various forms, can be i-educed

to a common type, consisting of a body di\ided into two regions by a ring of cilia,

in the anterior of which is the mouth, and not infrequently the anus as well. This

larva can be but little removed from the trochozoon, the hypothetical ancestor of the

worms and molluscs. Some recent investigations tend to show that the relationships

supjiosed to exist between the two groups are really those of analogy, and not of

honu)logy, and that the Polyzoa have some connection with the rotifers, a grouj) here

treated of .among the worms.

Class I. — POLYZOA.
The term Polyzoa, which means many animals, is higlily appropriate for the group

of aquatic forms which we now take up, for they, with a very few exceptions, form

colonies composed of many individuals united in a common stock. Another name,

which was ajij^lied but a year later, is Bryozoa, or moss-animals, a term no less apt,

but deb.arred from use by the law of priority which governs scientific nomenclature,

lu general .appearance many of the grouj) closely resemble the hydroids, and especi-

ally the sertularians. Like them, they have a comjwund structure, and are envelojied

by a cuticular sheath, while the circle of tentacles, which in life projects from the

openings of the little cups, still further strengthens the similarity, and affoi-ds a justi-

fication for their association with those lower forms by the older naturalists. But

when we come to study the anatomy and the develo]iment of these animals, important

differences at once show themselves, and the resembl.ances which .at first struck us so

forcibly are seen to be of a merely superficial character.
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As we have just s:iiil, most (if tlie Polyzoa form colonies, the size of wliidi is

increased by budding, exactly as with the sertularians. In form they vary greatly

;

some, as Gemellaria, forming branching tree-like colonies, some, like Memhranipora,
sjireading in flat sheets over the surface of submarine objects, while others, of which
we may mention Alcyonidium, form soft and moss-like sheaths upon the j-ock-weed

between tide marks. In Ehabilopleura^ Laguncula, etc., a creeping root-stalk is

formed, from which arise the cells, in a manner which strikingly i-esembles that of

some of the campauularian hydroids

;

while in Loxosoma the individuals

are separate, and no colonies occur.

The chitinous or calcareous skele-

ton is composed of a series of cups,

each of which contains one of the

olypides, or individuals of the colony,

jiolypide is fastened to the interior of

but the mode of attachment is such

an, at will, partially extend itself or, at

h of danger, it can withdraw all its soft

organs. To better afford protection from

xternal harm, each cell of the colony is frequently

armed with strong teeth or long spines, or there may even

be an operculum developed, a little lid, which, when the ani-

mal is retracted, closes the o])ening through wliich the body

extends itself at other times.

When the polypide is extended, the most prominent fea-

ture is a disc, known as the loj)lio])hore, from wliicli arises a

more or less circular row of tentacles. Each of these ten-

tacles is ciliated, an<l the constant motion of these small

organs produces in the surrounding water currents wliich

flow to the mouth, wdiicli in some is situated within, in others

without, the circle of tentacles. The mouth communicates

with a large jjharynx, which in turn cm])ties into the ojsopha-

gus, the distinction between these two being frequently em-

phasized by the presence of a valve. In several forms the

oesophagus terminates posteriorly in a muscular gizzai'd, the

function of which is to thorougldy ti'iturate the food before

it enters the stomach, the next division of the alimentary

tract. The stomach is lined with small follicles, which are

regarded as hepatic in function, while its upper jiortion bears

numerous cilia, which, by their constant motion, keep the

food in a state of agitation. The stomach is flexed u])on

itself, and after the food is digested, the excrementa are

and thence out at the vent, which is jilaced close to the

mouth.

No heart or circulatory organs exists in the Polyzoa, but the jiroducts of digestion

]i.ass through the walls of the stomach into the body cavity, where they bathe the

\ arious portions of the body. The nervous system is cliiefly composed of a central

ganglion ])laced between tin- mouth and the anus. In some forms, nervous cords have

J3L*. -
/ .h:
SOIill
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of Srrupo'
, with (fi) vibra-

bi'cn described, connecting the various individuals of the colony, and altliough the

nervous nature of these cords has been disputed, it is evident that some means of

inter-communieation exists, for lliere is frequently such a

unison in the movements of the various members of a stock

that no other explanation is possible. Nothing definite is

known of the organs of sensation. The muscular system is

well developed, the most prominent portions being the re-

tractors and protractors of the lophojihore.

Possibly the structures known as avicularia and vibracula

are the most interesting to the layman, on account of their

motions and problematical functions. These organs are not

found in all forms. The vibracula are long, whip-like ap]ien-

dnges, which are attached to the cells of the colony by a single

joint, ;uid which, moved by appropriate muscles at the base,

keep u}i a constant lashing motion. The avicularia, as is

partially indicated by their name, are shaped like the iiead of

a Iiird, with hxed ujij)er and movable lower mandibles. These

avicularia are either directly attached to the cell, or are ele-

vated on a short stalk, and, in life, keep in constant motion,

opening and closing the mandibles, tlius rendering a colony of

some such form as liugula a most interesting object under the

rnicroscoi)e. The purposes of these organs are as yet uncer-

tain. It has been suggested that the constant lashing of the

vibracula serves to clean foreign matter from the colony. The
avicularia are frequently seen to seize small aquatic objects,

but as they cannot carry the i)rey thus caught to the mouth,

the ])art which they play in the nutrition of the ])olypide is

at least indirect. Mr. Gosse, the entertaining English writer

on natural history, has suggested, with considerable plausi-

bility, that the decay of the objects caught by the avicularia

attracts other organisms to the vicinity, thus bringing them
within the influence of the currents produced by the cilia on

the tentacles, and thus to the mouth.

The Polyzoa reproduce both by budding and by eggs.

Usually the buds remain attached to the parent stock, thus

causing it to increase in size ; but in one or two forms the buds

become sejiarated from the parent, and form distinct indi-^—^^ viduals. Closely allied to this budding
' 3'^^^^^^^'^°* process is the formation of statoblasts.

Fig '35 — sfutobiasi ' hese are modified buds (and not true

eggs), which are produced ag.amogenetically, the purpose of

which, like the statoblasts of sponges previously described, is to jierpetuate the

species during the winter, or through a j)eriod of dry weather. The statoblasts arise

from the funiculus, or cord which connects the stomach with the cell. As they

increase in size, they become invested with a thick, horny brown envelojie, which in

many forms is ornamented by slender s])ines terminating with hooks, which more or

less vividly recall the flukes of an anchor. Late in the autumn the fresh-w.ater poly-

zoan dies, and then the statoblasts are set free to perpetuate the colony in the following

•'IG. 2.14.— Portion of liiniu'a.

showing birds' lieads or avic-

ularia.
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spriiii;-. Then, under the influence of the warmth, tlie statohiast hatches with its

organs ah-eady well developed. At first it swims freely through the Wciter, but soon

it becomes attached to some submerged object, with which henceforth its fortunes are

insejjarably united. It now develops its cajisule, and soon a bud is seen upon one side,

which eventually grows into an individual, undistinguishablo from the parent. Tiiis

process is again and again repeated, until a large colony is formed, either extending

its branches like a tree, or incrusting some submerged object with a gelatinous or cal-

careous envelope, forming in some instances clusters several feet in diameter and

eight or more instances in thickness. This same pi-ocess

of budding takes place in the marine genera.

We do not yet know enough about the develo])ment

of the eggs of the Polyzoa to reconcile all the widely dif-

ferent features of the embryology. Still, all the various

forms of larv£e may be reduced to a body surrounded by

a ring of cilia (possil)ly corresjionding to the lophophore),

which divides it into two faces. On one of these is the mouth, and in some the anus

also. On the other is a ciliated disc, by which, it may be, the animal attaches itself.

The Polyzoa first appear in time in the silurian rocks, and have persisted to the

present day. The oldest forms known ai-e referable to groups now living. At one

time it was thought that the gra]it()lites miglit belong here, but now the best authori-

ties are inclined to ]ilace them among the hydroids

I of Atcyoviifinii

Sub-Class T.— Entopkocta.

The jirimary feature characterizing this grou]) is the position of the vent, which is

placed within the circle of tentacles, thus indicating that the group is the lowest of

the sub-classes, a feature which is characteristic of the larvte of some of the higher

groups here persisting in the adult, as can be seen by comparing the figure of Cyj^ho-

nautes (fig. 246), which is the larva of Membrani-

pora, with that illustrating the anatomy of the adult

Pedicelliria (fig. 237). In this groM]i the tentacles

are not retractile, but can be rolled u]).

In the Pedicellinid.e there is a creeping root-

stock, from which at intervals the long-stalked indi-

viduals arise and the colony increases by budding.

On our coasts is found PedicelUna americana, which

creejis over other Polj'zoa, hydroids, etc., forming

snnill white branching stems, the stalked individuals

resembling so many clubs. Uruatella is a fresh-

wa,ter genus, represented, so far as is at present

known, by only a single species, Urnatdla (/racilis,

from the Schuylkill River at Philadelphia. In this

brightly colored form the cells are borne on the ex-

tremities of long noded branching stalks. • In former years the species was very abun-

dant just below the dam whicli supplies the city of Philadelphia with water, but now,

doubtless owing to the pollution of the river by sewage, specimens are but rarely

found.

The LoxosoMiD^, which were first made known in 18G3, are long-stalked, solitary

V\r,. 237. — Anatomy of /^edicefUua ;

blooil pouuli; )H, montli; 7(, ganglion
rectum; s, stomach; /, tentacles.
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eiitoproetoiis Polyzoii, without u partition ht'twueii tbe cell and the stalk, and with a

cement gland on the end of the stalk. The genus Loxosoma is represented in Eui'o-

pean waters by several species, distinguished, among other jieculiarities, by tlie num-

ber of tentacles. These forms attach themselves to sertulavian« and other Polyzoa,

and reproduce by budding. These buds, instead of remaining attached to the parent

as in other Polyzoa, become sejiarated, .and settle down to begin life for themselves.

Sub-Class II.— Ectoprocta.

This division, which contains by far the greater pro]tortion of the Polyzoa, is far

more complicated in its structure than the Entoprocta. A most important distinction

is found in the fact that the anus is placed outside the circular or liorseshoe-sliaped

ring of tentacles. There is further a tentacular sheath. Other characters will be

noticed in our subsequent account of the two orders into which the sub-class is

divided.

Ordeu I.— GYMN( )LyEMATA.
The forms embraced in this older are almost wholl}' marine. They agi-ee

in having the ring of tentacles in a complete circle and in the absence of a

lophojihore, a structure which will be mentioned when treating of the other order.

Statoblasts are but rarely jiresent (as in the fresh-water genus Paludicella.) The
larviE leave tlie eggs as ciliated embryos, which swim freely for a time, and then settle

down to spend the remainder of their lives attached to some submerged object, form-

ing a colony by the process of budding. In the shape and constitution of the external

skeleton the greatest diversity exists, it being sometimes calcareous, sometimes

chitiuous, and at others gelatinous. The order is divided into three sub-orders,

founded upon the shape and ornamentation of the mouth of the cell containing the

polypide.

Sub-Order I.— C'ycl(isto.mata.

The cyclostomatous Polyzoa, as is indicated by the name, embraces those forms in

which the mouth of the cell is round and un-

armed by sjiines, and in which, Avhen the ani-

mal is retracted, the opening is not closed l)v

an operculum. Most of the genera and S])ecies

are extinct, yet many are found living in the.

colder seas, the sub-order reaching its highest

develo])ment in Arctic waters. The living

forms are arranged in six families, three of

which (Crisiad.e, DiASTOPORiDyE, and Tueu-

lipohid.e) are represented

on the New England coast.

Crisia eburnea^ of which

we give enlarged figures,

is an ivory white, calca-

reous sjiecies, frequently

found attached to seaweeds in tide-pools and in deeper water. In the Tubulipoi-idaj

the cells are placed in rows, ai'ranged transversely to the branches. Species of Tiihu-
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lipora and Idmoneu are common in the shallow waters north of Cajju Cod, one species

of tlie foi'mor srenns exteiulintr to tlie sonth of tliat hari-ier.

SuB-OiiuER II. — Ctenostomata.

Here the cell is closed, after the retraction of the polyjiide, by processes of the

tentacular sheath, or by bristle-like projections. Two families, represented by several

species, occur on our coasts. In the Alcyoxidiid^ the colony forms a fleshy or mem-
braneous mass very irregular in form. Our most common species is Alcijouidimn

hiiipidnm, and scarcely less frequent is the closely related A. hlrsutam. These forms

are found most abundant surrounding the stems of the rock-weed {Fucus), between

tide-marks. The former is thicker, and may be readily recognized by the slender

reddish bristles which surround the mouth of the cells. In the second species each

cell forms a small soft papilla, from the centre of which the polypide protrudes itself.

A. ramoswn is a large branching species, which not infrequently forms colonies over

a foot in length, the branches sometimes being nearly half an inch in diameter. In

the Vesciculaeid^e the general form of the colony is a creeping or upright brandl-

ing mass, from which the cells arise as free sheaths. In Vescicularia these sheaths are

sessile upon the stock, while in FurcHa they are seated upon short peduncles. Several

species of the former are common upon our coasts, while Farellafamiliaris, which

extends from Long Island Sound to Europe, is found on rocks and sea-weed. "When
it surrounds the stems of small algaj, the whitish pedicels project outwards, in all di-

rections, and thus produce the appearance of a delicate chenille cord." Tlie members

of the family Paludicellid.e are inhabitants of fresh water.

Sub-Okdeu III.— Chilo.stomata.

The Chilostomata are characterized by having the muulh of the horny or calcareous

cell capable of being closed by a lid, while the or.il area is usually membranous, i-ather

than hornj^ It is in this group alone that we meet with the vibracula and avicularia,

which we have already described, but their presence is not universal. It is divided

into four super-families, the lowest being the CELLULARINA. Here the horny or

slightly calcareous cells are tubular, funiiel-shaped, the lower attached

extremity being tubular or conical. In ^Fta anguinea, which may be

taken as the type of the family .^Etid^e, the tubular cells, with the mouths

at the ajiex, arise from a creeping root-stalk, while in Eucrate chel((fa,

representing the Euceatid.e, the mouth of the cell is one side of the

extremity, and the cells are arranged in a single row. In Gemellurid

loricata, a large form common in shallow water north of Cape Cod, we
have a close similarity to the last species, except that the cells are

arranged in pairs, back to back. In the Eucratida? no vibracula or

avicularia are present, while in the Cellulaeid.e these structures are fio. iw. — om
usually found. The colony branches dichotoniously, and the cells are

arranged in two or inore rows. It is represented in our waters by sjiecies of Celhi-

laria and Cuberea.

In the BiCELLAEiD.E the cells are conical or quadrangular, and the large, laterally

placed mouth is placed near the median axis. Our most prominent species of this

family belong to the genus Bugida. Here the branches are arranged in a spiral, giving

VOL. I. — 16
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the colony ;i very graceful a]ii)earaiice. Occasionally the species are found in the

greatest abundance, flumes leading to tide-mills being esjjeeially favorable localities.

These forms are most favorable for studying tlie motions

of the avicularia.

The second super-family, the FLUS'J'KINA, embraces

flattened forms with quadrate cells and an even surface.

Very frequently the col-

ony is reduced to a mere

incrusting scale upon
stones or sea-weeds. Our

most common forms be-

long to the genus 3Iein-

bruiiipora, which is sepa-

rated from Lrjiraltd in

having the anterior cell-

wall membranous instead

of calcareous, as in that

genus. The edges of the

cells are ornamented by

long and slender spines, the numbers and shape vary-

ing according to the species. The species of Flustra

assume a branching form, the branches being broad

and flat.

The ESCHAFJiSrA are Polyzoa with a lateral

()])ening to the quadrate or half-oval cell. The flrst

f a m i 1 }',

- Buijnia tur

i
%

Fl<;. 242.— Memhran'ipnra pilosa; a, por-
tion of a colony; h, side view of a single

cell; c. a single polyjiiilea; II enlargeil.

the EscHAKiPORii).!:, has the cells rhomboid

or cylindrical, while the opening is semi-

circular, with the anterior margin sjilit or

perforated with a median ]iore. In the

Mykiozoid^ we have erect forms, with

more or less .cylindrical branches, the pos-

terior margin of the mouth of each cell

being excavated. 3li/riozoum snbt/racile,

which we figure, is found north of Ca])e

Cod. The Escharid,k have the principal

mouth of the cell semicircular or round,

the secondary being reduced to accom-

modate the occasional avicularia. The

colony may be either in the form of round

tranches or of broad, flat divisions, the cells

a occupying the opposite sides. The Dis-

•opoRiD-*; have oval or rhomboid cells, with
'^
:^ semicircular mouths, the posterior mar-

gins of which are armed with one or more

spine?

In the CELLEPORIXA the colony is calcareous, the cells being rhombical or

oval, and the mouth is terminal. Two well-marked families exist. The first, Celle-
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roKiD^, has the cokiiiy hinielhir ami irrogidar, iiRTusliiio; the surfaces of suh-inariiie

objects, or iii)rig]it and branching. In Cellepora an aviculariuni exists in llie median

line, just beliind the posterior margin

of the mouth of the cell, while in Cel-

lejwruria it is absent. The Retepor-

iD^K are graceful forms, in whicli the

cells miite to form a flat, loaf-like col-

ony, whieh is perforated with numer-

ous oval openings.

Order II. — PIIYLACTOLJ:-
MATA.

This order eniljraces the fresh-water

Polyzoa proper, none of its members
being found in the sea. They have p
the tentacles arranged on a horseshoe-

shaped lophophore, while the mouth may bo closed by a tongue-shaped lid, known as

the epistome, which is ])lacod just above the rudimentary brain. In size these forms

are much larger than their marine lelatives, while their general a]ipoarance is much
more imiform. They are found beneath stones in running brooks, attached to sub-

merged logs in lakes and ponds, and in the case of Cristatclhi the whole colony is free,

and has the power of motion as a whole. The number of species known, from the
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whole world, is relatively small, not over fifty, of which North America possesses about

a dozen. The names which the different genera have received are more musical than

in some other groups, owing to the diminu-

tive "ella," with which most of tliem ter-

minate.

The CmsTATELLiD-E are readily distin-

guished by their free condition. They form

large colonies, the individuals being arranged

in concentric circles or ovals, on the upper

surface, while the lower is modified into a

contractile fleshy foot, of use to the colony

Two s])ecics

this country, and one

Euroj)e, both belonging to the genus C'ristutella.

The family Plujiatellid.e, which is much larger, embraces sessile

forms, the various genera of which are distinguished by the gelatinous or parchment-like

nature of the cells, the structure of the statoblasts (with or without spines), and the

massive or branching nature of the colony. Four genera, Fredricella, Plumatella,

Ziophopus, and Pectinatella, are represented in the waters of eastern North America.

Fig. 246. — Cypkmiautes, young . . , ,

of Membrauipora ; m, mouth; m its slow, crecpmg motion.
s, stomach. , • ^i •

are known in this countrv.

Sub-Class III.— Podostomata.

The genus Ixhabdopleara so differs from the other Polyzoa as to warrant the erec-

tion of a sub-class for its reception. It approaches most closely of all the class to the

Mollusca. It consists of a creeping root-stalk, of a chitinous nature, from which arise

the tubular branching cells. Each cell has a round terminal mouth, and the walls of

the cell are annulated for some distance below the mouth. The various cells of the

colony are separated by transverse partitions. The long arms of the lophophore bear

two series of tentacles, and resemble somewhat those of the Phylactolsemata, but

much more closely those of the brachiopods. The animal is fastened to its cell by a

long, contractile filament, by which it draws its body do.wn out of the way of harm.

When the danger is past, according to Sars it literally climbs out of its tube, by means

of a disc between the arms, which appears to represent the epistome of the fresh-

water forms. Cephalodiscus is the only other genus of the sub-class. It was dredged

by the 'Challenger' expedition.

Class II.— BRACHIOPODA.
The shells of the brachiopods, at first sight, closely resemble those of the lamelli-

branch molluscs, and hence it is not strange that these forms were for so long a time

associated together. Indeed, even at the present time most geologists fail to recognize

the important differences, a fact probably due to their ignorance of the anatomy and

embryology of the living forms.

The brachiopods, which are all marine, are jtrovidcd with a bivalve shell, but the

two valves of the shell are always dissimilar, while the two sides of each valve are

alike, just the reverse of what obtains among the lamellibranchs. In the chemical

structure of the shell, also, an important fact is to be noted, that phosphate of lime is

present in much larger proportion than in that of any true mollusc. Most of the
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hracliiopods are fastened to some marine oliject l>y a flesliy pedunele, whieh passes

out between the val\ es in tiie centre of the hinge line, or in a coin'sponding position

in those forms where no true hinge is present.

The inside of tiie shell is lined by a membrane, whieh is t'alled the mantle, from

its resembhince to a similar structure among the molluscs. Close up to the hinge

line is the visceral mass, which is small in proportion to the size of the shell.

The mouth is situated in the centre of the visceral mass. The oesophagus communi-

cates with the stomach, into which open the ducts from the liver, while the intestine,

in most forms, is short, and ends without any external opening, but in others is longer,

and terminates in a vent on the right side of the mouth. Tlie alimentary tract is

su])ported in the spacious body cavity by a membrane analogous to the mesentery of

the vertebrates. The body cavity is lined with cilia, which keep the contained fluids

in constant motion, while prolongations of the cavity extend into the lobes of the

mantle, thus forming a rudimentary circul.-itury system. The body ca\ity communi-

Vnatomy of naldham,

cates with the exterior by two or four ducts, which in the older works were described

as hearts, but it is now known that they are urogenital in function, and should be

compared with the segmental organs of worms.

The nervous system is much better developed than in the Polyzoa, and consists of

an oesophageal ring and, in the lower forms, two lateral cords; in the higher, of a

more complex structure. No sense organs are kin)wn. The niuseles which open and

close the shell and control the other

movements of the animal are well

developed.

There now remains to be de-

scribed, in this hasty sketch of the

anatomy of the group, the arms,

which m almost all forms are large.

These arms, from which the grouj) receives its nai

on either side of the mouth, corresponding to the

Fig. 249.—Development of Terebratulina : a, three segment stage;

b, attached; c, middle segment folding up to envelop the first;

(I, (', later stages.

(brae

jphop

iida, arm-footed), arise

of the Foly/.o.an, and.
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like that structure, support ;i greater or less number of tentacles, like a fringe. These
arms are long, and, in order to be accommodated within the sh^ll they are folded, or

coiled in a spiral. In some species they can be slightly protruded from the shell, but

the extent of motion, in most forms, is small, since tiiey are frequently supjrorted upon
a calcareous process of the shell itself, a structure frequently preserved in fossil

forms. The Brachiopoda are divided into two groups, accordingly as the two valves

of the shell are hinsjed or not.

Fig. ino. — Liiiijula

OiiDEH I.— INARTICULATA.

In the Inarticulata, or Ecardinia as it is sometimes called, the hinge of the shell is

wanting, as is also any calcareous support to the arms. The alimentary canal is com-

plete, the anus emptjdng into one side of the chamber of the mantle. The borders

of the mantle are completely separate.

The family Lingulid.e embi-aces forms which have lived on the earth since almost

the earliest geological times. The genus Liiujida appeared in the rocks of the Pots-

dam group, at the very base of the lower silurian, and to-day species of Lingula are

found in various warmer seas. In these the thin, horny valves of the shell are nearly

equal and similar, while from near the

point of attachment of the valves pro-

ceeds a long, fleshy stalk, or peduncle.

Tiie best-known sj)ecies of Lingula to-day

is L. pyramidata, occurring on the sandy

shores of Virginia and North Carolina.

In this form the stem is about two inches

in length. The animal lives with its

j)eduncle buried in the sand, in water

of from one to ten fathoms, while the

shells, in the centre of which is the

mouth, project above the bottom. Not only is the genus a long-lived one, but the

individuals themselves are able to withstand very adverse circumstances. Speci-

mens can readily be carried to all parts of the country, and Professor Morse relates

that individuals which he obtained survived after being several hours loose in his

pocket. While our species of Lingula is small, those found in the eastern seas reach

a length of nearly a foot. The development of our species has been studied, and Dr.

Brooks says, "that the recent and fossil shells of the various species of Crania, Dis-

cina, Lingula, IjinguUlla, Obolus, and other hingeless brachiopods, furnish a series of

adult forms representing all the changes tlirough which the

outline of the shell of Lingula pgramidata passed during

its development." Of Lingida there are now seventeen

living species, and a large number fossil. All the othei'

genera of the family, Obolas, lAngulella, etc., are extinct.

The DisciNiD^, in which the shell is nearly circular

and the jieduncle passes through the flat lower valve, have

only a single existing genus, Discina. These forms ex-

ternally closely resemble the genus Anomia, a true mollusc.

The Craniid^, represented in the seas of Eurojie by the

genus Crania, have no peduncle. Fourteen species of the two families are found in

the existins; seas.
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Okdei; II. ARTICULATA.

The Avticulata, or Tosticardiiiiii, have the valves articulated by a hinge, usually

formed by teeth on the lower valve, fitting into sockets in the upper one. The

intestine end.s blindly. On the inner surface of the vipper valve a more or less compli-

cated calcareous loop, the object of which is to support the arms. In the existing

forms this loop is usually quite simple, but in some of the fossils it is very complicated,

portions being coiled in a spiral, which evidently supported all parts of the arms, so

that their extension from between the valves was imjiossilile. In the living forms .i

slight protrusion may be occasionally seen.

Passing by the three extinct families, Productid.e, Calc'eolidjj, and Okthid-e, we

reach first the family Rhynchoxellid-e, of which forms are represented in the northern

seas. In these the arms are coiled in a spiral ; the shell is either free or anchored by

a peduncle, which passes through an opening in the beak of the larger valve. The

hinge line is either curved or straight, and the outer surface of the shell is impunctate.

Ehi/nehone.llapsittacea is a common form in the colder waters of the northern hemi-

sphere, from the Gulf of Maine to Europe. Other sjieeies are found in Jap.an, New
Zealand, Fijis, etc.

The Spiijifeiud.e attained its greatest develoiiment in the paleozoic rocks, disap-

])earing in the Jurassic. In these forms the shells are unequal, have a straight hinge

line, while the support for the arms is coiled in two spirals, much like a watch-spring.

Occasionally these spirals bear hardened supports for the tentacles,

thus indicating that these parts could have but the slightest

motion.

The Terebkatuliu.e is the largest of the recent families. In

these forms the arms are not coiled in a spiral. The shell is punc-

tate and ventricose, the lower valve is perforated for the passage

of the peduncle, and the two valves are hinged together by two

teeth. On our New Enghuid coasts, Terebratulina septentrionalh

is the most abundant, being brought up by the dredge from

a depth of only a few fathoms. Usually the specimens are en-

crusted with a yellow sponge. In life the animal has considerable

powers of movement, raising itself at times so that it stands upright

upon its peduncle, or twisting itself around upon the same sup])ort. In the more

northern waters of America the genus Waldhamia is found, while the genus Thecid-

iii,m is found in the Mediten-anean and the West Indies.

These forms are popularly known as lamp shells, their roundi'd sliell, with its ])er-

for.ated Ijeak, presenting no inconsiderable resemblance to the lamps used by the

ancients. The existing species possess no inconsiderable vitality, and Professor Morse

has called attention to the striking fact that the jiower of the i-ecent species to with-

stand adverse circumstances has a curious parallel in the history of the group, the

Li/ir/idaoi the Potsdam sandstone being congeneric with the forms living in .Japan

and the Carolinas to-day.

J. S. Kl>GSLEY.

<eptentrionalis.
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Branch VII.— 3I0LLUSCA.

With the possible exceptious of the insects and the birds, there is no group in the

animal kingdom which is siich an universal favorite among all classes as the one now
under discussion. This is very natural; for the hard armor which they bear, and the

bright colors with which many of them are ornamented, renders them attractive, while

the comparative indestructibility of the same shells rendere the care of a collection an

easy task. But while the collectors of the shells are many, the real students of the

animals are few, and even now, although these forms have been collected and studied

by conchologists for many years, a satisfactory classification is still desired.

The word MoUusca means soft, and it was applied by Linue to a group of animals

embracing of the true moUuscs only the naked forms, together with the hydroids,

echinoderms and annelids, while the shell-bearing molluscs were arranged as Testacea

in a section of his group of Vermes. Cuvier was tlie fii-st to introduce order into the

group. His studies during the seven years spent as tutor on the Xomiandy coast

resulted in a classification of the MoUusca upon truly scientific grounds. The group,

as recognized by him, embraced, besides the forms now admitted, the barnacles, the

ascidians, and the brachiopods, tnily a heterogeneous assemblage. In after years the

Polyzoa were drawn in. The first of these groups to be separated were the barnacles,

which were shown by Thompson to be Crustaceans in 1831. Then Kowalewsky, in

186-5, described the embryology of the ascidians, from wldch it was apparent that they

had no relationships with the molluscs, but were rather to be classed with the verte-

brates, and lastly, the brachiopods were absolutely divorced from the group, taking the

Polyzoa with them.

A concise definition of the ilollnsca is impossible. Here, as elsewhere, nature

refuses to be bound by strict rules, and the best we can do is to form a general concep-

tion which shall be true of the majority of forms, and which will, at the same time, be

loose enoueh to admit all. A mollusc, then, is a bilaterally symmetrical, unscgmented

animal, usuaUv covered with a univalve oc bivalve shell. It has a ventral, muscular

portion (the foot) well developed ; a symmetrical nervous system, consisting of a

brain or supra-oesophageal ganglia, an oeso-

j>hageal commissure, and a secondary brain

beneath the throat. Most forms, in their

development, pass through a trochozoon

stage.

In some forms, esjiecially in the gastero-

pods, the bilateral symmetry of the lx)dy is

more or less obscured, owing to what may
be called a torsion of the body, but, never-

theless, if we make allowance for this twist-

ing, it can readily V>e traced. In the young,

the segmentation of the body is fiequently evident, but it entirely disappears in the

adults, except among the chitons, where the elements of the shell and the gills are

metamerically repeated.

The foot is a muscular process on the lower surface of the body, which is highly

«'.. —:^. — IraiTar;. oi moiiui.:-, a. anu=; '-. braiit. cere-
bral gaziglion: /. fc»ox; ff, genital opening: A. bean:
i, i^ajal ganglion: /. 'lirer: m. njootfa; n, kidney:
p. pedal ganglion; r, Tisceral ganglion.
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distinctive of most mollascs. In it one can frequently fin<l three distinct portions in

serial order, known respectively as the propodium, (in front; mesopodium, and nietapo-

dium. Occasionally lateral portions, epipodia, are developed. From the dorsal |)or-

tion of the body ari-ses a fold of the body wall, the pallium, or mantle, which partially

or completely envelops the body. In some the two halves of the mantle may be dis-

tinct, while in others they are connected. This mantle plays no inconsiderable part

in the economy of the animal, for from it is developed the shell so characteristic of

most molluscs, and which deser^-es more than a passing mention.

The shell is largely composed of carbonate of lime, together with more or less animal

matter, the whole being secreted by the outer layer of the mantle. This shell is

entirely without blood-vessels, and is absolutely incapable of inter- y&î —=<^
stitial growth. Such being the ca.se, it is an interesting question ^^^^§ .

to decide how it increases in size. This is readily settled if we "^

%

bum a bit of some shell like that of the clam, to dc-stroy the ani- , .

mal matter, and then break it across from the hinge to the martnn

It will then be found that the shell Is built up of a series of

layers, each of which, as we proceed inward, Ls larger than its pre-

decessor. The way in which the shell is formed by the mantle

explains this structure. When the animal is very small it secretes

a layer on the underside of the embryonic shell. With an increase

of growth another layer is laid down, but since the mantle is now-

larger than it was before, this layer extends beyond the prece<ling

fine. Other similar depositions follow, the result being that the

shell is thicker at the hinge than at the edge, while the outer //

surface is marked with parallel lines, the edges of the successive Ij

layers. 11

The structure of the shell presents many interestinsj ix)ints. vva. i&s. — i>iagraro-
^ ' ^ ' mat!- '^rtior. "f 'hflL

It may be hard and opaque, like porcelain, fibrous, glassy, homy, sb.>- j • - -^m

or pearly, or nacreous, giving beautiful iridescent colors. On r' -a.

microscopic examination it is seen that these latter owe their hues ci.1 , . . ^^-ive

to minute undulations of the layers, and that they are diffraction Sf'tuS addoctor'n^

spectra similar to those now produced for physical researches by

fine rulings. The external color of shells is due to pigment deposited by the edge of

the mantle, which frequently bears the same pattern of ornamentation as does the

shell. Usually shells are covered with a homy external layer, the so-called epidermis,

which is likewise .". product of the edge of the mantle. Its purpose is to protect the

shell from the coiToding power of tlie water in which they live, or from other external

injury.

At some st.ige of growth almost all molluscs bear a shell, but with some it disap-

pears with growth. The shell may be univalve or bivalve, or in the case of that aber-

rant group, the chitons, it may be composed of eight pieces serially arranged. In the

first case it is usually coiled in a spiral, although a conical form is not rare. Among
the bivalves the two halves of the shell are nearlj- alike, though in some the similarity

is largely lost.

Turning now to the internal structure, we have first to take up the digestive tract.

This b always separated from the body cavity by proper walls. It begins with a

median mouth at the anterior end of the body, and terminates at the anus, which is

also primitively in the median line at the posterior end of the animal. The torsion
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FlO. 2.")5.— Diagram i

which biings the vent in another i)Osition will he discussed further on. The three

divisions of the digestive tract, stoniodeuni, mcsenteron and proctodeum are well devel-

oped, the middle region being characterized by a very large liver.

Salivary glands are frequently present, emptying into the stomo-

deuni, and the same region frequently bears a lingual ribbon,

armed with teeth, for the comminution of food. This organ is

(niployed to characterize the Cephalo])liora, one of the two great

divisions of the Mollusoa, and will be described when treating of

that group.

The nervous system typically consists of two ganglia above

the oesophagus (cerebral) ; two at its sides (pleural) ; and two

beneath (pedal). These are connected by a ring of nervous

tissue. From each of the pedal ganglia arises a nerve cord which

traverses the length of the foot (the pedal nerve) while from the

pleural ganglia two similar cords arise, which also pass back-

ward, but at a higher level (the pleural commissures). These

terminate in a ganglion on either side, known indifferently as

the visceral or parieto-splauchnic ganglion. These two visceral

a, abiiominiii ganglion; ganglia are connected with each other by a cord known as tlie

e| eye';** f/rgiup/JVieu- visceral loop, in the middle of which is the abdominal ganglion.

peiiai'^"|aiig'iion ;

^'",
' OT- Fi'om the cerebral ganglia nerves go to the eyes, and primitively

f^virc'eraTgaiigi'ion.™**' to the anditory organ. An additional connnissure on either side

connects the cerebral with the pedal ganglion.

The heart, which is situated dorsally, consists of a ventricle and one or two auri-

cles. It is always arterial, receiving the blood from the respiratory organs and

forcing it to all j^arts of the body. The circulation is not completely closed, the

blood for a portion of its course flowing through channels without proper walls.

Though the whole surface of the body has respiratory functions, sjiccial organs for

the aeration of the blood exist in the shajii'

of gills, or, less frequently', so-called lungs.

The gills are ciliated outgrowths from the -««r;^P0'^1^^^^
^ '<''

" ' ^M
body, usually placed in the cavity of the ^'^u^^^^^^^^^^S^^Vt.^/U J
mantle between that en\'elope and the foot

or body wall. Each gill may be reduced

to a type called by Lankester a ctenidiuni. This, as its name indicates, is like a comb,

the back of the comb being the rhachis or stalk, while the gill lamellaj correspond to

the teeth of the comb. In the rhachis are two canals, one carrying the blood to the

gill plates, there to be brought in contact with the water, the other returning it to the

heart. From this type most of the forms of gills can be derived.

All of the gills of Mollusca are not homologous, a fact first pointed out by Sjien-

wel. This anatomist has shown that in the true or typical gills are normally paired

organs, one or more being found on either side of the body. These true gills receive

their nerves from the visceral loop of the nervous system, and he has also pointed out

that at the base of each gill is a sense organ, the purpose of which is to test by smell

the quality of the water supplied to each gill. This olfactory organ is also innervated

from the same part of the nervous system as are the true gills. Other respirators

organs exist in some forms, but we have a sure test of their homology in their rela-

tions to the nervous system and to the organs of smell.
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Lungs, which are cavities of the iiiaiith' lined witli respiratory folds, occur only in

the pulmonate gasteropods, where they will be described at length.

The renal organs, nephridia, or organs of Bojanus as they are frecpiently called

from the celebrated anatomist who
discovered them, are always present.

They are usually symmetrically dis-

posed, there being one on each side

of the body. Each nephridium con-

sists of a tube, the inner poition of

which communicates with a portion

of the body cavity, while the other

opens externally. In the interior

portion are well-developed glands, fiu. 257.— Ncpiiiui
'

. \ ,, ,
ternal opening;

which excrete uric acid, while tlie giamiuiar port

nil of Unio; (j^ glandular portion; n ex-
o, opening between {p) pericardium and
1 of nephridium; r, rei)r(Kluctive orifice; t,

^ . . ..v^.i-glaudular portion of nephridium; V, ventricle.
outer, non-glandular portion is merely

an afferent duct. That these nephridia are homologous with the segmental organs of

worms is more than possible, and the ])robability is strengthened by the fact that their

internal openings are ciliated, and that in many forms they serve for the extrusion of

the seminal, as well as for excretory, products.

Reproduction is here always a sexual operation, fission and budding being un-

known. As a rule the two sexes are combined in the same individual, but numerous

marine gasteropods, and all cephalopods, are dioecious. The sexual glands are placed

on either side of the body, and either i)]>t'n through duets of their own, or by means

of the nephridia, as mentioned above.

Ill all except the cephalopods there is a more or less complicated metamorphosis

in ])assing from the egg to the adult. According to the amount of food-yolk, the seg-

mentation is regular or irreguhir, the result Ix'ing a morula or inulberiy-like mass.

Soon a portion invaginates, just as we ni;iy juish in one side of a rubber ball, or, owing

to the presence of a great quantity of food-yolk, this process may be obscured. The
result, however, is in both cases the formation of a two-layered sac, the gastrula.

The mouth of the gastrula, the blasto])ore, soon closes more or less coni])letely, and

from the middle portion is developed the foot, while the two ends correspond respec-

tively with the mouth and vent. Occasionally one of these openings persists, but not

infrequently a new invagination takes jilace to form the openings, the injuishing of the

integument being always within the limits of the blasto])ore. From the outer layer of

the gastrula is developed the epidermal structures of the boily, while the inner gives

rise to the middle division of the digestive tract. From this inner division cells are

also budded off between the two layers, forming the mesoblastic tissues, and later one

or more spaces appear in this mesoblast, the body cavity. Further details of the

internal development may be found in special works, but for our purposes we need to

follow the changes in external form a little further.

At about the time of the invagination. ;i portion of the (Kiter surface devflops ;i

circle of long hairs or cilia. This circle, which is known as the velum, embraces only

a small portion of the exterior, and since both mouth and anus, when formed, are

behind it, it follows that the area so circumscribed is pre-oral. Not infreipiently a

single longer hair or flagellum occupies the centre of the velar area, marking the differ-

entiation of the ectodermal layer into nervous tissue, the future supra-oesojihageal

ganglia. This stage is the trochosphere, and jiresents a close resemblance to the larva
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G. 25S. — TroeliosplKTc
of oyster; f. fool; m,
niou'tli; a, sliell gland;

<:. 259. — Veligei- of Oiiistli

braiicli; ((, anus; /, foot;
intestine; o, operculum;
velum.

of many worms, and t'Sjiecially tlie rotifers. At this stage, or even earlier, another

iiiiportant feature aiipears, tlie shell gland. Tins is at first an invagination on the side

of the body opjiosite the mouth, but

still outside the velar area. The gland

soon flattens and begins to secrete the

shell, which at first appears as a single

delicate plate. Following tlie trocho-

sjjhere conies the stage known as the

veliger. The velar area is now a flat-

tened plate, fringed with cilia, and fre-

quently expanded into lobes, while the

rest of the bodj' is greatly enlarged

in proportion. The foot is also more

prominent. With subsequent development the disproportion

between the velar area and the rest of the body increases

in all except a very few cases, as the pond-snail, Limncea.

?>liells, more than any other objects of natural history, have played a part as objects

of merchandise, and for the rarities, conchologists have in times past paid the most

fabulous prices. The following, copied from Tryon, may prove of interest to those

who liuve not yet caught the fever of shell-collecting :
—

'" Scularia pretiosu, which can now be had for one or Xwo dollars, was worth 8100

in 1735, and $200 in 1701. Phasianella buliinoides, which also brought $100, can

now be purchased at from one to two dollars, or even less. In 1865 a great English

collection, that of Dennison, was sold by auction in London, and some extravagant

prices realized. Ci/pi-cea ffuUata hvought, $200; Ci/prcea pri/icejjs, the same; Vonus

fyloria-maris, also $200 ; Conus cervits nearly $90 ; Comes cedoimUi (not a veiy rare

shell), $90 and $110; Conus omaicus, (also not rare), $60; Valuta festively $80;

Oniscia dennisonii, $90; Pholadomyiu cundida, $65; Carinaria vitrea, (wliich Mont-

fort stated to be worth $600), brought $50. The very rare Pleurotonia quoyana

brought in London, in 1872, $125. In 1876 the Roters van Leimep collection was

sold, including: Voluta jimonia, $50; Mitra belcheri, $40; Spotidi/lus regius, $36,

etc. For this same Spondijlus regius Professor Richard had previously paid several

thousand francs. Yoluta jimonia has always been considered a rare species, and

dealers have obtained as much as forty pounds sterling for it. . . . Cypircpa

%imbilicata has been sold for thirty pounds, and may now be had for one pound. The

Boston Society of Natui'al History possesses an Argonauta wgo^ or paper nautilus

shell, which is said to have been purchased by the gentleman who jiresented it to that

society, for $500. It is a common species, and the only reason of the greater valua-

tion of this specimen is that its diameter is about two or three inches greater than any

other individual known to naturalists."

Class I.— ACEPIIALA.

This group of the molluscs has been burdened with a large number of names.

Among them we find Conchifera, Endocephala, Lipocephala, Lamellibranchiata, and

Pelecypoda, as well as the older, and consequently ]ireferable, designation adojited

here. The group will readily be recognized by all under the popular designation of

bivalve molluscs. In this more familiar name is embodied one of the most character-
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istic features of these forms,— a shell divided into halves, one on either side of the

body. This bilateral symmetry pervades the wliole organism, and frecjuently one

side is almost an exact repetition of the other. Just inside the shell is found the

fleshy mantle, which, like the shell it secretes, forms a flap on either side of the body.

In these bivalves this pallium, or mantle, acquires a great development, and not infre-

(juently its edges are joined together, so that the rest of the animal is enveloped, as it

were, in a bag. Still the bag is never completely closed ; at tlie front end a small

Fig. 2G0. — Diagram of anatomy of a clam {Mt/a); a, anterior
siphonal tube; e, incurrent sipUoiial tube; /".foot; ,'/, gills; (, nit.

retractor; ;-, retractor of foot; t, labial palpi; v, ventricle uf lie-ari.

hole is left for the ])rotrusion of the foot, while, at the op|)osite exti'emity, means is

afforded for tlie entrance of water, bringing food and o.vygen to tlie animal, and also

for the escape of the .same fluid, bearing away the waste products of respiration and

digestion. Not infrequently this posterior opening becomes divided into two tubes,

which sometimes can be extended a long distance from the shell. This is known as

the siphon, and will readily be recognized by most people in the ' head ' of the clam.

He.ad it certainly is not, for it is at exactly the opposite end of the body from where

the head should be. These tubes, which are, in reality, but exj>ansions of the mantle,

are very contractile, and each tube has its own function. The lower one (the one fur-

thest from the hinge of the shell) is for the incurrent stream, while from the otlier

the water which has played its part in the economy of the animal is discharged. In

other forms there is no siphon, and in still others

the two halves of the mantle are entirely free

from each other.

The mantle joins the body near the hinge

line, and between the two hang down the gills,

to which we sliall again recur. From the lower

side of the body proceeds the foot, which in some

forms is well developed, even proving an organ

of locomotion of no mean capacities, while in

others, like the oyster, the foot has nearly, or even

entirely, disa])pcared. Xear the extremity of the foot in the adults of some species,

and the young of others, is a gland, the function of which is to secrete the byssus.

This is a bundle of fibres, more or less closely united, by which the animal attaches

itself. The byssus can be cast off by the animal when desired, and a new one formed

at pleasure.

The mouth, which is at the opjjosite end of the body from tli;it at wliicli tln' siplidii

Fig. 2(;i. — Mussel with byssal tliread.'*
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-Diagriiin showing the develcpmeiit of the
gills of a lametllbraiich.

arises, bears, at the sides, a pair of leaf-like or tentacular folds, the labial palpi, the

fiiuetioii of which is to direct and coiiduct currents of water to the mouth, the cilia

with which they are covered aiding greatly in this respect. It lias been suggested

that these paljii represent the velum of the larva, but no known facts of embryology

confirm this view. They are, in reality, the greatly expanded upper and lower lijis.

The alimentary canal always traverses the whole length of the body, terniinating

in a vent at the posterior end. Usually its course is much contorted, the intestine, in

some forms, passing through the ventricle of the heart. The (esophagus is short, and

communicates with a more or less s])herieal stomach, into which a voluminous paired

liver iMnns its secretion. The intestine is very long and convoluted. No organs of mas-

tication are present, and, if we make one pos-

sible exception, nothing that can be compared

to the lingual ribbon of other molluscs. 'J'his

exception is the crystalline style. This is a

transparent elastic rod, of unknown functions,

which lies in a |iouch arising from the stom-

ach. Whether it be a representative of the

odontoj)liore is very uncertain.

The heart always consists of a median

ventricle, which forces the blood to all jiarts

of the body, and two auricles, one on either

side, which receive the blood from the gills

and pour it into the ventricle. The gills

possess a very complicated structure, but one which can without much difficulty be

reduced to a simjjle tyjie. Of these organs there are

usually two on either side. Embryology shows us that

each of these gills is primitively made ui> of a series of

little tubes running down from the body wall. These

tubes then turn and grow back until they reach the inner

surface of the mantle, as shown in the adjacent figures.

The filamentary condition jieisists in some acephals, but

in others the adjacent filaments become united so that a

broad lamellar gill (whence the name Lamellibranchiata)

is the result. In some forms this union is. jiroduced by

bunches of hooked cilia on the sides of the tube, while

in others the walls of the branchial filaments become

solidly grown together. The blood from all parts of the

body gathers in a large tube at the base of the gills;

thence it i)asses down through one half of the little tubes,

and up in the other, to another vessel, whence it is con-

veyed to the heart. During this ]iassage it is brought in

contact with the water, discharging its carbonic acid, and taking a new siip]ily of

oxygen.

The way in which the water is brought into the cavity of the mantle, and in con-

tact with the gill, is very interesting. The gills, and for that matter the whole inner

surface of the mantle cavity, are covered by innumerable little hairs, or cilia, which,

by their constant motion (always in one direction) create currents in the water, draw-

ing it ui through the iucurrent siphon, passing it over the gills, around to the mouth,

. 2g:!. — Section tlirougli gill

filaments of Mi/tilus, showing
the hooked cilia which fasten

them together.
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and then out thmiiiih IIr' fxcurri'iil (ipeiiiiig. lSiiii;l_v these eilia are very weak, hut

together they exercise a great deal of force. -Many exjierinients have been tried by

cutting out a piece of the gill, placing it on a flat surface, and covering it with a

weiglit. Tlje amount which will be nioveil by these minute lashes, under these circum-

stances, is almost beyond belief, the inotiua in one instance being six millimetres a

minute.

Tlie excretory organs are pairetl, and couimunicate internally with the cavity (iieri-

cardium) surrounding the heart. The nervous system consists of three pairs of gang-

lia, a cerebral or supraa'so-

phageal, a pedal, and a pa-

rieto-splanchnic ]iair. 'i'he

arrangement of these shows

many minor variations.

Normally, the first pair is

situate above the a>soj)hagus,

but they may be brought be-

neath that tube, occupying

a position just outside tlu'

pedal ganglia, which are, as

their name implies, situate

in the foot. The last pair

are jdaced just beneath the

]iosterior a<lductors. The
two latter pairs arc con-

nected with the first by

double cords. Besides the

sense of touch, organs of

smell, hearing, and sight are

developed in most i>f the

group. The olfactory or-

gans are situated upon the

])ariet() - s[>lanehiiie ganglia,

the auditory organs near the

ganglia in the foot, while the

eyes are very variable in

]iosiiion. The organs of

smell are merely jiatches of

elongated epidi'rmal cells,

strictly honu)logous with

similar organs in other mol-

luscs. The ears are small

sacs lined with cilia, each

containing a single otolith, which, by its vil)ration against the cilia, conveys the sensa-

tion to the nervous system. The eyes may be f(3und either upon the edges of the

mantle or ii\)on the tip of the sijihon. In some forms like Spomfi//ii.% Pecteii, Jfactra,

etc., these eyes on the edge of the mantle .are w-ell developed, and, like those of Oii-

chtdiuDi, which will be mentioned in a succeeding page, are simil.ir to those of verte-

brates, in that the nerve fibres penetrate the retinal body, and distribute themselves

Flo ot — Dug nni of 4nn<t nta t nniis I teiebio Mhcenil connective;
Ir loll

I
le 11 il g mglia gill / mantle e | ibtei lor aiiiincti>r; t-i',

e\ mil Un 111 (t ni lei giU t i t ft genital opening; in, inner
Inn 11 1 ol inner gill /, vivcii »1 (piiietc .plinchnic ganglia; Ip, labial
palp m nimth p pe lal ganglia ; rtnil opening
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on the outer emls of the rods and cones. lu the siphonal eyes found in iSoleii, etc., we
have the merest apology for a visual organ.

The sexes of the acephals are usually separate, though in rare instances they are

united in the same individual. The genital glands are on either side of the body, ami

eini)ty by paired ducts. The eggs are either cast free in the water or are retained for

a time between the lamelhe of the gills of the parent. The veliger presents a promi-

nent difference from that of gasteropods, in that the primitively simple shell soon

becomes bivalve. The peculiar larval form known as glochidium will be mentioned

in connection with the Unionidie farther on.

Lastly, in our general account, comes the shell, which occupies so important a place

in existing schemes of classification, and with it may be mentioned some of the fea-

tures of anatomy which have been neglected in the preceding page. On examining

the outer surface of any bivalve shell one notes the lines of growth concentrically

arranged. These have as a centre an elevated portion of the shell known as the umbo,

the jjosition of which marks the dorsal border. Usually this umbo points towards one

end of the shell, which may thus be recognized as the anterior. Having these land-

marks, we can readily decide the question of right and left. At the dorsal margin,

where the two valves join, is the hinge line, and just in front of the umbo is fre-

quently a distinct area, half on each shell, the lunule.

Now for the mechanism which opens and closes the valves. The closure is

effected by one or two transverse muscles (adductors they are called) which pass from

one shell to the other, and by their contraction the two valves are approximated. No
divaricators exist, but instead the valves are separated, the moment the muscles arc

relaxed, by means of an elastic ligament. This ligament may be either external or

internal. In the former case, as shown in Fig. 265 A., the ligament connects the two

valves, and by its contraction spreads them. In the other (Fig. 265 13.,) the internal

ligament is placed between two portions of the shell, so that when closed it is com-

pressed, but upon relaxation of the muscles the elasticity and expansion of the

ligament forces the valves apart.

On the intei'nal surface of the shell we also find certain features which are made

prominent in systematic work. Just where the two valves join together is the hinge,

usually provided with j)rojections

and depressions, forming what are

known as teeth. Those in the cen-

ti'e are known as the cardinal, and

those frequently present at the sides

as the lateral teeth. Near the

hinge line, but on the inner, con-

cave surface, will be found one or

two approximately o\al marks, the

imj)ressions produced by the attach-

ment of the adductor muscles.

When only one muscle is present,

it is morphologically the posterior

one. Usually close to these may
be seen other similar but smaller

scars, marking the spots where the muscles of the foot had their origin. Going around

the margin of the shell is a line, more or less distinct, called the pallial line, which

Fig. 265. — Diagram showing the hinge ligament, internal and
external; /, ligament; m, muscle.
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marks the limit of tlie tliic-kenod edge of the mantle, and in one large group of shells

a portion of the pallial line makes a re-entrant angle. This is the pallial sinus and is

found ojily in bivalves with a siphon,

where it marks the place of attachment

of the muscles of that organ.

The classification of the acejihalous

mollusca is still in a \ery unsatisfactory

condition. In the system of Laniai'ck

the group was divided into two suli-

classes, based upon the number of ad-

ductor muscles, those in which only one

of these muscles was present forming

the Mononiyaria, while those with two

were called Dimyaria. Woodward, who

wrote one of the most valuable manuals

of conchology which has as yet ap- ri«- .-'

peared, used the presence or absence

of siphons as a means of division, those

where no sijjhon was formed being the Asii)honi(hT, the others foi-ming the Siphonida.

The Siphonicht in turn were subdivided, according to tiie presence or absence of a pal-

lial sinus, into the Sinupallialia and the Integropalliala, respectively. With each of

these systems many grave faults may be found, and hence, for our purpose we will

divide the Acephals directly into families, without the intervention of sub-classes ami

orders, and other intermediate divisions.

In economic importance the Ostkeid.e, the oyster family, stands pre-eminently

first. The characters of the family, taken in its older and broader sense, are as fol-

lows : The two valves of the .shell are uneipLal, the hinge is without teeth, and, as a

rule, the single adductor is nearly median in its position. The two halves of the

mantle are free from each otlier, and the borders are fringed with small tentacles, and

the foot is rudimentary or even entirely absent.

The genus Ostrea has a shell so irregular that specific limits are very poorly

deKned. The left valve, which is attached to some submerged object, is hollowed out

to receivi' the body, while the u])]ier right v.-ilve is nearly flat. With us Americans,

OMrea ririjliiidua is the important form, and to it most of the succeeding account

applies. In Eurojie the species which form the bulk of those eaten are 0. eJidis and

0. anijuliitd.

Ostrea virf/iniana extends, on our Atlantic coast, from the Gulf of St. Lawrence

to the Gulf of Mexico. In the former region the oysters are found from the Bay of

Chaleur to Prince Edward's Island. The beds arc small and in many places seem to be

decreasing. The oysters found here are usually large. These beds are separated

from the nearest natural living beds to the south, by a thousand miles of coast line,

but between these jioints evidence is abundant that in former times the gap was far

less, for remains of extinct beds are found all along the coast, from Mount Desert

Island to Cape Cod. At Damariscotta, Maine, was once a large bed which furni.shed

the Indians with the means of many a feast. Here, year after year they caiTie, and

with the refuse shells tliey formed huge heaps which to-day are the delight of the

archteologist. The oysters in these "l^jokkenmoddings " (a Danish term meaning

heaps of kitchen refuse) were of enormous size, one having been found at Damaris-

VOL. I. —17
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cott.a which measured fifteen inches in lengtli. Kemsiins of other beds, and indications

of still others in the shape of kjolvkennioddiugs, are abundant along the coast, at Port-

land, Harpswell, and points in Massachusetts.

It seems that most of these beds, north of Cape Cod, have become extinct since

the first settlement of the country. The old records tell of beds in the Mystic and

the Charles Rivers, near Boston, which were well known to the early settlers, but all

trace of them is now lost. The same is true of many other j)laces. What was the

cause of this extinction is not easy to decide. Professor Verrill, who has taken into

consideration the facts afforded by the past and present distribution of other mol-

luscs, is inclined to attribute it to a climatic change ; others to over-fishing, pollution

of the waters, etc.

Soutll of Cape Cod the oyster still finurishes in its native vigor, and an enumera-

tion of the places with extensive beds would be about equivalent to giving a catalogue

of the shore towns from Buzzard's Bay to Texas. In Long Island Sound, and on the

Jersey coast, besides the supply of natives, large numbers are transported from the

Chesapeake. These latter are brought in the shape of small (seed) oysters, and are

scattered in suitable situations, where they increase in size. When large they are

taken up and sent to the market. The ]n-ofits on this operation are said to be large.

It is in Chesapeake Bay, and its various creeks and sounds, that the oyster business

reaches its greatest development, an<l where the study of the various economic and

scientific problems connected therewith, have received the greatest attention, an

account of which will not be out of place here.

In our American oyster the sexes are se])arate, and, thanks to the labors of Dr. W.
K. Brooks and Mr. J. A. Rj-der, we now liave a pretty

complete knowledge of the life history of this valuable

form. The eggs are fertilized after leaving the parent,

and undergo their development in the water. The de-

velopment is normal and direct. After the formation of

the velum the young oyster swims freely through the

water, during which time the shell .nid the internal

uigaiis are being gradual!)' develoju'il. In a few days

this free life ceases, and the young oyster attaches itself

to some submerged object. The way in which attach-

ment is effected is at first by the rudimentary shell of

the left valve, and subsequently, as lime salts are de-
Fic W7. — Young oyster. -.. i • ii i 11 *! * * *i t

posited m the sliell, tliey serve to unite the young oyster

more firmly to the point of support. When first attached, the young oysters are

termed 'spat;' when large enough for transplanting, 'seed.'

The life of the oyster deiJends upon many things, the most picimiiient lieiiig the

location. At the time the embryos are to be converted into spat they need some solid

object to which to attach themselves. On the natural beds this is found on the shells

of other oysters and on rocks, but where artificial beds are formed it is customary to

throw down old shells. In artificial propagation 'collectors' of earthenware, slate, etc.,

are used. The young oyster needs plenty of water and food, and also needs jn'otection

from mud, which would soon smother them. The food consists almost wholly of mi-

croscopic animals and plants.

Many experiments have been tried to raise oysters in confinement, \mX until i-eeently

they have not been successful. The great trouble has been in keeping the young alive.
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Mr. J. A. IJydei- solved tlie proWeiii in the- following inunner. An artificial pond was
formed, and filled with salt water, which was filtered througii sand, and all connection

with the ocean was by means of a ditch interrupted by a bank of sand. This permitted

a slight change of water with each tide, but prevented the entrance of injurious forms

and the exit of the young before their transformation into spat. In the pond were

[)laced numerous collectors, to which the spat could attach itself; and after the young
shells had attained sufficient size to take care of themselves, these collectors, with their

iriolluscan load, could be transferred to the beds in the adjacent sounds. By this

|ii-ocess the period of greatest mortality is ])assed in comparative safety, and the

result of Mr. Ryder's labors will doulifless lie to greatly increase tlic supplv of this

delicious bivalve.

The oysters are taken from the be<ls by rakes, tongs, and dredges ; the names of

whitli indicate their general appearance. When brought to the shore, some are sent

lo market, while others are ' shocked,' and sold as solid meats. The extent of the

oyster industrj' in the United States can be seen from the following figures, extracted

IVoiri the census of 1880. The business gives employment to over fifty thousand per-

sons and over four thousand vessels, and involves an investment of over ten million

dollars. The number of bushels of oysters jiroduced is over twenty millions, and. at

first hand these sell for over thirteen millions of dollars. Each State has its own laws

and regulations regarding its shell-fisheries, and in Maryland and Virginia an (p\st(i-

])olice is maintained, to prevent irregular fishing and depredations n|i(in the beds.

Our east-coast oyster has been described under four specific names, rirf/iiiiaiia, vir-

ginica., borealis, and canadensis., but all have been shown to be varieties of one and

the same form. The average length of those brought to market is, ])erliaps, four to

six inches, but larger ones are not uncommon ; but how nmcli credence is to be given

to the following quotation from the "Mobile [Alal>ama] Uegister," of A])ril, 184(1,

taken from "Ingersoll's Monograph of the Oyster Industry,'' is a question. The quo-

tation runs :
" The large oyster taken by Xavier Fran9ois, while oystering on Monday

last, was brought up from the wharf, on a Amy, last evening. An oyster measuring

three feet one inch in lengtli, and twenty-three and a half inclies across the widest

])art of it, is a curiosity."

On our western coast two species of oyster are eaten. Of these O. uonchophihi,

of California, is small, while the O. hirlda, from Shoalwater Bay, Washington Terri-

tory, is much larger and better. Still a large proportion of the trade is supplied by

oysters shipped from the Atlantic coast. In Eurojie the oysters most eaten are O.

(ingtdata and O. edulis. Of these the former has thi' sexes separate, while the latter

is herma])hrodite. Sjjace will not allow a detailed account of the many and successful

trials that have been made in the propagation of these forms, and we can only refer to

the green oysters so highly prized by the Parisian epicures. Many theories liave been

]proposed to account for the color,— such as the presence of (^op]ier, etc.,— but it now
seems probable that it is due to the effect of the food, tlie chlorophyl of the vegetable

food being transferred to the blood, or some peculiarity in other objects eaten affect-

ing the liver. The British market is now largely supplied from the United States,

the American oysters being much larger, and better flavored than those of European

seas. The trade amounts to alwut half a million dollars yearly.

Edible oysters are found at the Cape of Good Hope, in Australia, .Ta])an, and else-

where. The O. faMemoanensis, of Ja])an, occasionally measures three feet in length.

Other forms which deserve mention are the species of the sub-genus Alectryonia, which
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are found attached to the roots of mangrove and other trees, in the warmer seas of

the world. 1'he ousters ajipeared in the carboniferous age, and liave persisted until

the present time. Among the fossil forms closely allied to Ostrea

niay be mentioned the genera Gryphaea and E.coijyra, in which

the shell attained great thickness and

weight.

The genus Anoniia, though pcis-

sessingbut little economic importance.

„„„ ,. is especially interesting from the fact
Fig. 268.—^ ery .young i

. .

Anomia, showing that for a long time it was supposed
the byssal notch ^ ^^
not yet converted to form a Connecting link between the
hito a foramen.

,

^
brachiopods and the molluscs. Ldve

many of those forms it lived attached to rocks or shells

by means of a ]>eduncle, which perforated one of the Fig. 2C9..

valves of the shell. Could the correspondence be

stronger? When the mode of growth was studied it was found that the two were en-

tirely different. Anomia, in its early stages, spins a byssus, by which it attaches itself

to some foreign object. As the sliell increases in size, the byssus interferes with the

growth of one of the valves, ])roducing a notch in its margin. As growth continues,

the two edges of the notch close around the byssus, resulting in the perfoi'ation.

As this closure occurs at an early stage of development, the foramen produced is

close to the hinge, thus strengthening the resemblance to the similar opening in the

brachiopods, though, as will be readily seen, there is no homology between them.

Besides the perforation of one valve for the byssus,

the genus Anomia is characterized by having the two

valves unequal, one being larger and convex, while the

other (the perforated one) is flattened, or even concave,

according to the location on which it settled. The
hinge is without teetli. The species vary greatly, so

that it is very difficult to define them. On our coasts

two forms are commonly found, A. glabra and A. acti-

leata, the former being essentially a southern, the latter

a northern form. Atiomia (jlabra is especially com-

mon on oysters. In color it is glistening white or

yellow, and hence has received the names silver shell

or gold shell. A. aculeata is usually spiny or scaly.

It is more varied in its places of attachment, rocks, shells, and large alg£e forming

favorite localities. This is very closely allied to tlie Anomia ephippium of Europe.

On the coasts of California occurs A. pernoides.

Placuna is a genus with thin shells, in which no byssus is formed. The \alves are

nearly equal, and the si^ecies inhabit sandy shores. The species are inhabitants of the

Indo-Pacific Ocean.

The family Pectinidjj, or scallops, comes next in order. Here tlie valves may be

similar or different, while the anterior and posterior halves of each valve are nearly

alike. The hinge is prolonged on each side of the umbo into an ear-like process.

The borders of the mantle are free, and frequently they bear a number of brightly

colored eyes, which have been made a subject of study by Mr. Holman Peck. A
single adductor is present, and the gill filaments are free, showing as a ]iermanent

Fl(-,. 270.— A
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srejitics, tliiit ll lese WL'iv merely shells

structure, a condition characteristic of thi' young of tlie higher forms. The foot is

small, and frequently sj)ins a hyssus, by which the animal attaches itself.

The tyjiieal genus of the

family is Pecten, in which the

regular shell is usually ribbed,

the lines radiating from the

umbo. The anterior ears of

the shell are the larger. In

older times sijecies of this

genus were known as "•]ii]-

griras' shells," from the fact

th.at for some unknown reason

the pilgrims of the middle ages

were wont to ornament thi ii

clothing with these shells. S.

prevalent was the practice,

that when, in the early days of

science, it was adduced as a

])roof of the biblical record of

the flood that fossil shells were

found in the Alps; the reply was made by

dropped by pilgrims returning from Palestine.

The common scalloi' of the southern shores of New England is known in scientitic

terminology as Pecten irradkms. It li\es

HI sh illow places, among the eel-grass, and

>~\Mms away at the slightest alarm. This

s\\ nnnung, which is somewhat rare among
bn ih e molluscs, is effected by rapidly ojien-

111 o and closing the valves of the shell, the

, icvult being a sub-aquatic flight in a back-

. \\ u<l direction. In color this species varies

I-
(

( 1 iiisiderably, but the flat valve is always

/ hghtei than the other, being often white.

<i The other valve may be reddish, orange,

]iuiplish, oi- mottled with two of these colors.

Tilt eves, upon the edge of the mantle, are

^ihti or bluish, and are thirty or more in

iiuinbc I. This is the scallop of the markets,

^nd IS highly jirized by some, though its

sweetish taste makes it unpleasant to others,

while some find it actually unliealthy, and productive of nausea. Only the adductor
muscle is eaten.

North of Cape Cod this s]>ecies is rej^laced by two larger ones, P. islandiries and
P. tenuicostatus, neither of which are of much economic importance. In Europe the
scallop (P. maxim as) and the quin {P. opcradaris) are extensively eaten. Other
species, nearly two hundred in number, are found in all the seas of the world.

In Lima the shell is obliquely oval, and gapes anteriorly. The hinge is straight,

toothless, and the ears are small. The border of the mantle is fringed with long cirri,
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jf^~<^\/.

but tlie eyes have not yet been discovered. Wlietlier or no they are really absent has

not yet been decided, but the recent investigations of Dr. Benjamin Sharp show that

light-perceiving organs exist in many forms where their presence was not previously

suspected, and so it may be here. Lima Mans, the species figured, swims with great

ease, and in the same manner as do the scallops. It also spins a byssus, and the adults

not infrequently build a rude nest or burrow, by cementing together bits of coralline,

sliells, and sand. " The species of Lima usually live quietly at the bottom, with the

valves widely extended, and thrown flat back, like the wings of certain butterflies

when basking in the sun ; but when disturlied, they start up, flap their light valves, and

move through the water

by a succession of sud-

den jerks. The cause

of alarm over, they

l)ring themsehes to an

anchor by means of

theii- jjrovisional l)ys-

sus, which they seeni

to fix with much care

and attention, previ-

ously exploring every

part of the surface with

their singular, leech-

like foot."

The sjjecies of Spon-

ihjlus are known as

thorny oysters. The
unequal valves ai'e usu-

ally armed with sj)ines,

which not infrequently

are very long and flat.

The right valve is the

largest, and is attached

at the beak, the hinge

ligament is internal,
Fui. :i73. — /J.ma /linns in its nest.

i .^u land the hmge is pro-

vided with two teeth in either valve. By the process of growth, the hinge area of

the lower valve becomes converted into a triangular space furrowed down the

centre by the groove for the hinge ligament. Slight ears are present at the hinge line.

The ocelli on the margin of the mantle are numerous. The species are all inhabitants

of tropical and sub-tropical seas. In the West Indies occurs 8. americana. S. (jwdero-

pus, of the Mediterranean, is said to produce pearls. Most noted of all is the S^mi-

dylm regius of the East Indies, which is classed among the rare shells. In times past

perfect specimeus have brought immense prices, and no longer ago than 1876 a specimen

sold foi- thirty-six dollars. The long and delicate spines are so easily broken that per-

fect specimens are comparatively rare.

The AvicuLiDiE is the family of the true pearl oysters, and although many other

molluscs produce pearls valued as ornaments, it is to this family that the world owes

the largest proportion of these so-called precious stones. The family is characterized
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by having tlie liiiin'c line straiti'lit, and proiliici'il on ritlu'r side into winn-Iii<(_' ears.

The valves, which are very ubliijue (Iheir axis being at a i-Dnsideraliie angle with tlu^

hinge line) have a foliaeeous texture, ami are lined on the interior with niother-ot-

pearl, giving them an iridescent appearance. These rainbow hues are due to the fact

that the surface is covered by minute lines, which pnxluce diffraction sjjectra. .Soon

after the fact was discovered that tine lines produced this appearance in the motiier-

of-j)earl, some ingenious person applied the same method in the arts, and at one time

buttons, etc., were made from steel, which hud this same iridescent a])pearance pro-

duced by engraving microscopic lines upon the surface. Lately this phenomenon of

diffraction has been turned to a scientific, use, and to-day glass or speculum metal,

^i^^"r<^^

74, — Sjmniljihis reijius, tliorny (lyster-.

ruled with very fine lines, is used to produce the spectrum studied in spectroscopic

analysis.

The hinge of the shell is without teeth, or with these elements obscure, while the

ligament is partly internal. The shells gape in front, but are closed behind. The

small foot spins a byssus ; the mantle margins are free throughout their extent, and two

adductor muscles are present. Of these the posterior is large, the anterior small and

placed under the beaks of the shell, producing an almost imperceptible scar u])on the

inner surface. All the species are from the warmer waters of the globe.

In Acicida there is a single cartilage ])it, and the hinge is furnished with two

teeth ; the right valve lias a notch near the anterior ear for the passage of the byssus.

MeUarjrina lacks the hinge teeth, and the ears of the hinge line are small. The most

prominent species is M. m<ir(/arat!fer<(, the true pearl oyster, which has an extensive

distribution, being found in Madagascar, tjie Persian Gulf, Ceylon, Australia, Philip-

pine Islands, the South Sea Islands, Panama, West Indies, etc. The pearl fishery is

carried on at many jioints, but the finest ])earls are said to come from the islands of

Bahrein, Karak, and Corgo in the Persian (iulf. Tln> chief fisheries are those of
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Ceylon. The oriental pearl oyster is nmrli larger than the American form, the average

diameter being, j)erhaps, nine inches, while specimens a foot across are not very rare.

The principal locality of the Ceylon fishery is on a bank about ten or twelve miles off

the north shore of the island.

Each night, at about ten o'clock, during February, March and Ajiril, a fleet of

small vessels starts from Condatchy and Arippo, bound for the oyster baidvs, which are

about twenty miles long. Arrived on the ground, the fishing begins. Each boat has

a crew of twenty-three, ten of whom are divers, and these last are divided into two

gangs of five each, one lot resting while the others are below. The a\ erage depth of

the bed is between nine and ten fathoms, and it nowhere exceeds thirteen. Each

diver has a rope weighted at the lower end by a stone weighing about thirty jiounds,

and just above this is a loop for the foot of the di\-er, A\hile a large net-work basket

is fastened above. The diver, placing his foot in the looji, is rapidly lowered to the

bottom, and there, working as fast as possible, he fills his basket with the oysters, and

then, giving the signal, lie, together with the weight and the basket of oysters, is

quickly hauled to the surface. Incredible tales arc told of the length of time that

these divers can remain beneath the surface, but no well-authenticated case exists

where one remained longer than eiglity seconds, and but few can remain longer than

a full minute.

When the lioat is filled (which requires from fifteen to thirty thousand oysters) it

returns to the shore, and the cargo is placed in an earthen bin, with walls about two
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fuL't high, and tlicn left to die niid decompose. When tlie flesh is pretty thoroughly

disintegrated, it is washed away with water, great care being taken that none of the

pearls loose in the flesh are hist. When the washing is concluded, the shells them-

selves are examined for pearls, which may be attached to the interior of the valves.

The loose iiearls are the most valuable, as they are round and more apt to be free

from defects. Those attached to the shells have to be removed by clipping, and as

one side is thus defective, they can only be used in settings. For over two thousand

years this pearl fishery has been carried on in this j)lace, and the result is that tlie shell

heaps are perfectly enormous, miles of territory being buried to an average depth of

about four feet.

Concerning the fishery in other localities but little has been written, althiiuixh

Panama, the island of Margarita, and the Sulu islands produce considerable numbers.

Tlie best pearls are usually about the size of a ]>ea, but the largest known was two

inches in length and four in circumference, and weiglied three and three fourths

ounces troy weight.

The pearl oyster is valued not only for the pearls which it produces, but for

the mother-of-pearl as well. Of tliis there are three varieties recognized in the

trade, the best of which are the silver-lipiied, from the South Seas; next come the

black-lipped, from Manilla and Ceylon ; and lastly those kno\\n as bullock shells, from

Panama, etc. These last are smaller and thicker than the others. Reliable statistics

of the amount of the trade are difficult to obtain, but its extent may be seen from the

fact that Great Britain uses annually about three thousand tons, valued at half a mil-

lion dollars. Mother-of-pearl is used for inlaying, knife lian<lles, etc., but the greatest

consumption is in the manufacture of peai'l buttons.

Mother-of-pearl is but the nacreous shell of the pearl oyster, which has an iridescent

ap]iearance, due to the fine stri;e caused by the undulating layers of which it is eom-

jiosed. The true pearls are, like the shell itself, produced by the mantle, and owe
their beauty to the same cause. They are, however, abnormal products, caused by

the deposition of the nacre around some foreign object. This nucleus may be a bit of

sand, a parasite, or some similar ob-

ject, but it is said that usually it is

an egg which has failed to develop.

jiroperly. Other forms than the

]iearl oyster {MeleagriiKi) form

jiearls of value, while almost all

bivalves occasionally secrete simi-

lar bodies ; but, owing to the fact

that these partake of the nature of

the shell, they have not the beauty

of those j)roduced by molluscs with

nacreous interiors. Of some of

these other pearls we shall have

occasion to speak further along

when treating of some of the other

families.

The genus Malleiis includes the

hammer shells. With their long, winged hinge, and their still longer valves at right

angles to the hinge, they well deserve both their common and their scientific names.

Fk:. T,<\. — Malleus vulgaris, hammer shvll.
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In tlie young stage they closely resemble the genus Acicula, even to having the

notch in the right valve for the byssus; but, as they grow older, the body of the shell

becomes more ribbon-like, its edges grow wavy, and at last the shell takes on the adult

characters. Several species are known, all inhabitants of the eastern seas.

In Perna, which in general appearance resembles Aviciila, the cartilage grooves are

several in number, arranged at right angles to the line of the hinge. In some of the

fossils of the terti;n-y age, the pearly layer lining the shell is an inch in thickness.

The family Mytilid.e embraces the mussels, in which the two valves of the shell

are equal, convex, and covered with a thick epidermis. The hinge is weak, without

teeth, and witli the ligament internal; the posterior muscle is large, the anterior small

;

the foot is cylindrical and grooved, and secretes a byssus. The mantle is mostly free,

but at the posterior end the margins unite to form a rudimentary- syjihon with fringed

margins. . Most of the species are marine, but a few live in fresh water.

Mi/tiliis, the typical genus, has a world-wide distribution, and is represented on the

northern shores of both (•ontin(>nts by the common mussel, Mijtilus edulis. On our east

coast this extends as far south as the Carolinas, to

San Francisco on the west coast, while on the

eastern continent it is found in Great Britain and

the Mediterranean and in China and Japan. In

color the specimens from exposed situations are

dark-brown or bluish-black, while in more shel-

tered localities one frequently finds specimens of

a light, pellucid, olive-green, striped with darker,

or occasionally all banding may be absent. These mussels grow in immense quan-

tities in certain situations, rocks, piles, etc., being covered with a thick matting, each

individual of which is aiichored by its silken, yellow byssus. In Europe these mussels,

as the si)ecific name implies, are eaten in large quantities, but with us they form a very

inconsiderable portion of the diet of people living near the shoi-e. The cause of this

neglect may lie in the fact that they are said to be poisonous to some people. In some

regions they are gathered in immense quantities and used as manure. In France the

natural growth is far from sufficient to sujiply the demand for table purposes, and

hence large tracts near the shore are used for their (Cultivation. Numerous sticks are

driven firmly into the bottom, and the ends which project above the surface of the

mud are interwoven with a wicker-work which affords an anchorage for large quantities

of mussels. At high tide these are covered, but at low water they are exposed, and it

is at this time that they are gathered for the market.

Although the mussels are anchored by a byssus, they are not compelled to live

sedentary lives, for at will they can drop the byssus and move about by the aid of

their slender foot. They can even climb, and their method of accomplishing this is

interesting. The foot is moved about in the direction in which they wish to go, and

a byssal thread is attached. This supports the animal while the foot is again extended,

and another thread applied to a more distant point. By continued repetitions of this

operation the heavy shell is gradually lifted to the desired situation. Mi/tilus edulis

flourishes best in the zone between high and low water marks, and a little below,

although specimens are frequently dredged in much deeper water.

In 3Iytilus the timbones of the shell are terminal, aiul the hinge is either toothless

or furnished with minute teeth, while in Jfodiolus the umbones are a little behind the

end of the shell, a distinction which is w^ell shown in our figures. Modiolus plicatulus
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is a shore-iiiliahitini;' sjjecics, varying in color from nearly clear yellow to dark bronze

green, and ornamented with a series of ra<liating ridges. Il likes es]ieeially shores

whore a slight admixture of fresh

water renders the sesi brackish.

Another species, Modiolus modi-

olus, is largei', and lives at ex-

treme low water mark, and lie-

low. The surface of the shell

is not ribbed, but specimens

from sheltered localities have

the epidermis of the external

surface produced into bristles

and hairs. It occurs on ovir shores as well as those of Euro|ie.

In LithodoiHus the shell is small, long, and nearly cylindrical, resendjling somewhat a

date ; and is covered with a thick, dark epidermis. In the young a byssus is spun, but

not Ijy the adult, which e.xcavates a hole in some soft rock, in which it subsequently lives.

Fig. '!-». — Moilinhis pi

P'iG. 279. — Lithodomus fithophaf/us in its burrows.

Like all rock-excavating forms, it is not kmiwn linw it bores its holes, a question which

will be mentioned again when treating of the family I'hola<lida^ on a subsequent page.

Three species of Crevellu (small thin shells with one tooth iu each hinge, and straight

beaks) are found in our northern shores, one extending to the south of Cape Cod.

The species of Pinva have long, triangular shells, tapering to an acute angle at the

umbones. The shells are very thin and delicate, and are usually oriuimented exteriorly

by large or small scale-like projections. The animals spin a very large and strong

byssus, which, as a curiosity, lias been used in textile arts, the product somewhat

resembling silk.

The last luunber of this family which needs mention is the furm which science has

at last decided shall be called Dreisxciia ])ol>/morj)/i<i. Its sjiecitic name is indicative
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of its many vagaries of shape!?, a fact •which has led to its description under a hirge

number of generic and specific names. The shell is much like that of Mi/(ilus, but in

the animal some important differ-

ences may be observed. The
mantle is closed, leaving only a

small ojiening for the byssus,

while at the posterior end a short

siphon is formed. The most in-

teresting fact in connection with

Dreissena is its distribution. It

is a native of the Aral and Cas-

pian Seas, and was discovered by

Pallas in 1769 at the mouth of

the Volga. Later it was found

in the rivers flowing into the Bhick Sea, and from these it is supposed to have been

transjiorted into tlie ri\'crs of Germany by the pontoon trains during the Napoleonic

wars. Its introduction into England in 1824 is supposed to have been effected by

means of foreign timber, and now it is a recognized member of the fauna of almost

all parts of Europe. In Ldudcm it has |ii-oved itself something of a nuisance, as it has

obtained entrance to the jiijies which supjily the city with water.

The family Akcad.e embraces thick eqnivalve shells covered with a thick, often

hairy, epidermis. The hinge ligament is external, and the hinge itself is very charac-

teristic, being formed of a large number of teeth arranged in a single row like those

of a comb. Both adductor muscles are present, and equally large, producing corre-

si"in(ling imjn-essions on the shell. The edges of the mantle are free, and the gills

terminate in free filaments. The foot is large, but very variously shaped.

Of the genns Area numerous subgenera have been made, and many species com-

monly parade under the names Byssoarca, Scapharcu, Arffina, ParalMipedum, etc.

For our purpose this refinement of classification is

not necessai-y, and we here accejit the genus with

the Lamarekian signification. With this classifica-

tion we may define Area as a gemis in which the

hinge teeth are nearly equal, and form a .straight

line, the shell is ventricose, the nmbones arc widely

sej^arated, and the free edges of the shell are fre-

quently gaping. Area tioce, Noah's ark, received its

name from some queer fancy existing in the mind of lin-

nanis. It secretes itself under stones at low water in the

Mediterranean, and closes the gape of its shell with a byssal

structure shaped like a cone, and composed of numerous

thin plates. Occasionally violet-colored pearls are found in

this species. On our eastern coast three s[)ecies occur ; a

Acry thick .and lieavy form known as A7xa ponderosa, a

more closely ribbed species, A. pexafa, and the longer and

Further south other species occur. Area pexata is known

as the 'bloody clam,' on account of the red gills and the red fluid with which

the tissues are filled. It is covered with a thick, hairy epidermis, and has from

thirty-two to thirty-six radiating ribs on the outer surface of the shell. In Area

^,:
-

tv .

Fii;. 2SL.'. — An-'f /raust-ersa.

smaller, A. transversa.
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trwiscersa the ril)S are about the same in mimliei-, Imt the greater Icngtli of the

sliell readily disthigiii^hes it. Both these species occur luuler stones near low-water

mark. Area tortuosa of the Chinese seas is remarkable for the way in which the

valves are twisted. It is very common in collections. The species of Pectiinculus

have a nearly circular outline, and the i-ow of comb-like hinge teeth are arranged in a

circular arc. As the shell grows, the number of teeth increases by additions to either

end of the series.

The following genera are freqnentlj' separated undi i i t ninl\, \i ( i i n> k, liut for

our purposes they can be retained, as in the

older works, as members of the Arcadie.

N^ucula embraces small trigonal forms co\

ered with an olive epidermis and a simple

jiallial line. Tiie species are mostly inhabi-

tants oi the colder water.s of the northern

hemisphere. Leda is closely similar to JS^u-

cuhi, but has a small pallial sinus, and the

shell is much longei'.

- y,.l,l„( luiiatiila

Yoklia, like the other

genera, is boreal in its distrilnition ; in shape

and pallial sinus it is much like Lcda., but the

siphons are long and slender. Of the sexeral

siiecies we need mention but two. Yoldla llm-

utida is a very long species, which, according

to Dr. Mighels, lias the power of leaping "to

an astonishing height, exi'eediiig, in this faculty,

the scallop-sliells." Yoldia thixicwfonnis is

larger and comparatively shorter. For a long

time it was amoug the rarest of our New England shells, and the only source of supply

was the examination of fish stomachs. More reciently the various dredging exjjeditions

lia\e found them in large numbers, and the writer remembers that on one occasion

the dredge brought up about two bushels of nothing but dead specimens of this

s])ecies.

Of the Teigonid-E, a small and nearly extinct family, but little need lie said. The
two valves of the shell are equal, somewhat triangular in outline, ])early inside, and

are marked by a simjile pallial line. The hinge ligament is external, and the few

hinge teeth are diverging. A somewliat unusual feature is found in the jiosterioi'ly

directed umbones. The margins of the mantle

are free, the foot is large and long, and the labial

pal]ii small and pointed. The few existing spe-

cies belong to the genus Trigoiiia., and are found

oidy in the Australian seas. They are very

active and are su])posed to wander about on

the sea bottom.

Far more prominent is the next family, which

embraces the fresh-water mussels, the Unioxid^
or Xaiad^ of science. Nearly fifteen hundred

nominal species exist in the fresh waters of the world, a large proportion being found

in the streams and ponds of the United States. It seems probable that further investi-

gations will relegate a large number of these so-called species into synonymy, as many

tiio rompJanaius, with font .liul

siphons extended.
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seem to be fouiuled on iiidividiial variation. The shells are usually long, equivalve,

and are covered externally with a smooth, thick epidermis, which is of various shades

of brown, olive, and green. Internally the shell is jjearly ; sometimes white, at others

dark jjink or almost purple. The hinge ligament is large and external, and the ante-

rior hinge teeth are large and thick, the posterior compressed and laminar; or all may
be wanting. Both adductor muscles are present. The mantle edges are united

posteriorly so as to form a rudimentary siphon. The foot is very large and tongue-

shaped, and in the adult occasionally secretes a byssus.

One of the most interesting features connected with the fresh-water mussels is found

in their development. The eggs are carried in brood pouches

between the lamella3 of the outer gills, and there undergo their

early development, the details of which need not be described

here. Eventually a shell is formed, which soon divides into two
valves united by a straight liinge. Soon at the fore extremities

of each valve a strong beak-like ]irocess is developed, and a little

later a byssus is secreted. Next, ])eculiar sense organs are

formed on the inner surface of the mantle, the function of

Fjg. 286. — uiociiidiiim of
^^I'ifli ij^j doubtless, to ascertain the presence of fishes. Now

i^iemi>rane-^^lf''bvssus- ^ff
^^^'^ J'oung is in the condition known as a Glochidium, and when

"!f£"'''"^
muscle; s, sense thg motlicr is undcr natural conditions or placed in a tank with

organs; t^ teeth; r, velum. ^

fish, the young are expelled from the brood pouch and almost

immediately attach themselves to some submerged object by means of the byssus. If

no fishes be present, the mother will retain the young for a long time after the glochi-

dium stage has been reached. As soon as an opportunity is afforded, the glochidia

attach themselves to the gills, fins, or other parts of a fish, by closing the valves of the

shell and holding on by the spiny beaks mentioned above. Here they undergo an

extensive raetamor[ihcisis, in which the single adductor muscle disappears and is

replaced by the two of the adult, the gills appear, the sense organs atrophy, and,

according to one author, the shell and even the mantle lobes are formed anew.

Finallj', when all the organs except those concerned in reproduction are formed, the

embryo quits its host and sinks to the bottom, where by a regular growth it attains

the adult condition. This parasitic or semi-parasitic life is very unusual among the

Mollusca.

The Unionidffi live in still water or in running streams, usually about half buried

in the mud. They do not, however, lead sedentary lives, but linr-

row or plough along the bottom, the part of the shell which con-

tains the siphons being above the surface of the gravel or mini.

According to Dr. Lea one species occurring in the United States

(Marffaritana de/iiscens) buries itself completely in the mud and

draws its water and food through a tube, as do so many of the

siphonated marine forms.

In the ty])ical genus Vtrio, the hinge is jirovided with one or

two anterior and one posterior teeth in one valve, and two anterior

and two posterior in the other. The shell is smootli or ribbed or

even spined, and the variations in shape are extraordinary. In

some of the species the valves become soldered together at the

hinge, so that motion would be impossible were it not for the fact that a fracture takes

place near the line of junction, so that one valve bears two wings while the other has
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none. This fact has been used by Dr. Lea to divide the numerous species of C^/ito

into two groups, those with soldered hinge being called syni2)hynote, and those with

the noi-mal structure asymphynote forms. Although we have a vast number of species

of Unio, there is but little of jjojiular interest to be said concerning them.

Margaritaiiu (or Alasmodon) is closely similar to Unio, the only differences being

in the details of the hinge teeth., M. margarUifera, which occurs both in Europe

and in the northern United States, is espe-

cially noticeal)le from the fact that it jiro-

duces pearls which are frequently valuable,

equalling those of the true pearl 03'ster de-

scribed on a preceding page. During the

Roman occupation of the British Isles, these /

pearls were famous, and in more modern times / ,

the search has been continued, esjiecially in if

Scotland, Bavaria, and Bohemia. These |iearl>
*'

not unfrequently have a slight pinkish hue, -^st,^ „

which is permanent. In the United States the
, 7

search for these has never been prosecuted

with any great vigor, altliough the writer has seen several line ])earls found in New
York State. This branch of the pearl fishery can be conducted with more ease and less

danger tlian that of the true pearl oyster, since the si:)ecies can be found in brooks and

rivers whicli can be waded, and which are so clear as to render the collection of the

mussels an easy task. All the pearls collected have a value, no matter how hnperfect,

since peai-ls can be properly polished only by the use of pearl powder, and for this pur-

jiose inferior pearls are as good as those of the best quality.

The only other genus which needs mention is Anodonta, in which as the name

indicates, the hinge teeth are lacking. The species have a light, thin, smooth shell,

and, like the preceding forms, are found both in streams and ponds. Regarding tiie

names to be applied to our North Ameri-

can Unionidte, the utmost confusion exists.

Many forms were described almost simul-

taneously by Rafinesque, Say, Hildreth,

Barnes, Lea, and Conrad. The descriptions

'>f the latter author, like all his work, were

lecidcdly poor, and it is said that here, as

Isewhere, he described, from accounts fur-

nished him by people other than natural-

ists, shells which he had never seen. To
make confusion worse confomided, Rafines-

que, in his later years, when his intellect was

clouded, named a set of shells which now
figure as his ' types.' Besides this, almost

innumerable questions of jiriority exist ; the

slightest variation of outline has been seized upon to form new species, and in many
ways the whole subject has been tortured and twisted so that the person wlio in the

future endeavors to unravel the skein will have a task of no small difficulty.

In the preceding families of Acephals we have found considerable variation in the

free or imited edges of the mantle, and in the jiresence or absence of siphonal tubes.
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In all the remaining families the sijihons are well developed, elongate and tnbnlar,

and the edges of the mantle are united to a greater or less extent. In the Chamida',

Tridacnida-, Hi])puritid», Cardiidte, Lucinidae, Cycladidie, and Cyprinidie, the pallial

line produced by the edge of the mantle on the shell is simple, while in all the remain-

ing families at the posterior end of the shell it makes a re-entrant angle known as the

pallial sinus. This is produced by the great development of the siphonal muscles.

The members of the Chamida are thick, irregular, inequivalve shells, with exter-

nal hinge ligament and strongly developed hinge teeth, one in one valve and two in

the other. The mantle margins are united, leaving only the small siphons and a

small opening for the foot. The living species are found in the tropical seas of both

hemispheres, and all, both recent and fossil, are usually attached to some rock oi- shell

by one of the umbones. In Chama the shell is lamellar in texture and the umbones

are coiled in a spiral ; but this peculiarity reaches its greatest development in the fossil

genus Diceras, either valve of which, seen alone, would be taken for the shell of a

gasteropod until a closer examination showed the hinge, muscular impressions, etc.

The HippuEiTiDJE (ranked as an order, Kudistes, by Lamarck) is usuallj' jjlaced here,

but its position is far from certain. The family is characteristic of the rocks of the

cretaceous age and in some parts of Eurojie have given to cei'tain beds the name of

Hi])purite limestone. They are also found on our continent. The shells are sui (/eiieris;

the two valves are very unequal, one being frequently very flat, while the other is

immensely drawn out, in one form resembling a cow's horn, and giving rise to the

name Hipparites cornu-vaccarmn. The shells were attached, and frequently the

larger valve was chambered so that in forms like CaprineUa it bore no inconsiderable

resemblance to the chambered shells of the cephalopods. The jjosition which these

forms should occupy in the animal kingdom has been very differently regarded by

different authors. Besides being placed in varying relationships among the Ace]ihals,

they have been considered as corals, barnacles, worms, and various combinations of

these distinct grou23s. The principal features which place them among the bivalve

molluscs are the structure of the shells, which are hinged together and furnished with

an internal cartilage, the presence of two adductor muscles and a well-marked pallial

line. One noticeable jjeculiarity is found in Hippuritcs, where the free valve " is per-

forated by radiating canals which open around its inner margin, and communicate with

the upper surface by numerous pores, as if to supply the interior w ith filtered w-ater."

In other genera there is no trace of these canals.

The Tkidacnid^, which are all inhabitants of the eastern seas, contain the largest

bivalves known. The shell is regular and equivalve, the valves being ornamented by

strong ribs radiating from the umbones. The shell is very hard, almost every trace of

organic matter being removed. The hinge ligament is external, and there are either

one or two cardinal teeth in each valve, and one posterior tooth in one, and two in the

other. The foot is comparatively small, fingei-like, and provided with a byssal groove.

Some of the species sjiin a byssus, but others do not. The adductor muscle is single,

and there are two gills on either side, the outer ones composed of but a single

lamina.

The genus Tridacna embraces some very large forms, and the generic name is

given in allusion to this fact. The ancients used to tell of an Indian oyster which was

so large that it required three bites {tri and dahno) to devour one of them, and so,

when a more modern science came to name these forms, the old terms was resuiTCcted

and ap])lied as a generic name. The appropriateness of it will readily be seen when it
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is stated that the soft ])arts of Tridaoui ijiijns will soinetiines weigh twenty jiounds.

The shells of this same species will soiuetiines, together, weigh five huinlred pounds,

and in some of the churches of France they are

employed to hold the holy-water, a use which

well accords with the beautiful white of the in-

ner surface of the shell. This species and the

smaller T. squamosa are very common in col-

lections, the first having- the ribs of the valves

nearly smooth, the other having them orna-

mented by large foliaceous processes. Both

these species are of considerable importance to

the South Sea Islanders, as they afford an im-

portant part of the food supj)ly. The giant clam

is also useful from a mechanicai point of view.

In many of these islands, stones are unknown,

but, as a substitute, the natives make their knives

and axes from the fragments of this shell. In

one species the gills are bright blue.

Jlipp02n(s, which differs but slightly from

Triddcnu, has a similar distribution, and the

common species, //. maculatus, is found in almost every collection. The ribs on

the outside are much smaller and more numerous than in the other genus, and scat-

tered over the outside are numerous little, scale-like j>rojections. The color, both

inside and out, is a delicate, creamy white, ornamented on the exterior with small

blotches of lake. The generic name means horse-foot, but the connmin name is the

bcar's-paw clam. The applicability of either is not very evident.

The name Cakdiid^e is apjdied to the next family which we have to consider on

account of the heart-shajjed outline which the species present when viewed from the end.

The valves are equal and swollen out, and the umboiies are rolled inward, so that the

appearance is like tlie conventional heart, which, it may be remarked, resembles no

heart existing in nature. The hinge ligament is external, and the hinge teeth are two

in each valve beneath the umbones, and one in each on either side of the central ones.

The external surface of the shell is usually radiately ribbed, the ornamentation on the

posterior part differing from that in front. The edges of the mantle are united, so

that a small slit is left for the protrusion of the strong, sickle-shaped foot, which jilays

a very important part in the locomotion of these molluscs. The siphons are usually

very small, but occasionally they are better developed, and at such times there is :\

slight in<lication of a sinus in the pallia! line.

Cardium, with its various subdivisions, embracing about a hundred and fifty s]K'cies,

is foimd in all the seas of the world, living in shallow water, from low tide down to a

hundred and fifty fathoms. The shell is strongly riltbed and very swollen. Our
iai'gest species is Cardiiiin islandicum which is found north of Cape Cod. Other

smaller species are found on our coasts, one of which {C. ji'iinnlatum) occurs as far

soutli as Long Island Sound. These shells are known as cockles, and one species is

eaten in England. They prefer sandy bays near low water, and are usually found

in large numbers together.

In Lfpvlcardium, as the name indicates, the surface is nearly smocith, and our

single species ranges from the West Indies to Nova Scotia, being common in the waters

VOL. I. — 18
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south of Cajie Cod. Serripes is iiotict-uble from tlie f;ict that thu cardinal liinge teeth

have disajjpeared ; the species «S'. (/ronlandica occui's in the pohir seas, extending south

on our coasts to Massachusetts Bay. Hemicurdinm is a tropical genus, in which tlie

posterior j)art of the sliell is separated from the anterior by an ahrujit angle. The
cardinal teeth are distinct.

Fig. 292.— lALCina den-
tatfi.

The LuciNiD.E embi-ace funiis with a circular outline, one or two cardinal hinge

teeth, and the laterals one or nlisiilcte. The hinge ligament is external or ]iartially

internal. The mantle is open in front, but behind is united into one or two short

siphonal tubes. The foot is long, cylindrical, or worm-shaped. Tjuchio is represented

on our coast by two species, one of wl)ich, X. deiituta (sometimes included in a sub-

genus Ci/clas) is noticeable foi- the peculiar ornamentation of the

vaUes. The shell is ])ure white, and exhibits the regular lines of

growtli, but over these is laid a second series of lines in a manner

dltticult to describe in a few words, but readily understood from

tlie figure. One or tyvo other genera {iStn'r/illd, Choristodon) be-

longing to the Tellinida; are ornamented in a similar manner.

In Lvcind ^filosd, which is not very common, these striations

are absent, and the shell is roughened by a number of concentric

lamellar ridges with smaller, thread-like ridges between.

In Cryptodoii the hinge teeth are wanting. Unt/idina, a genus of the eastern seas,

is noticeable from the fact that it excavates winding galleries in the coral on the reefs

where it is found. Kellin planidata is found on the northern coast of America, under

stones, at low-water mark, and other sjiecies in various ]iarts of the world live above

the reach of ordinary tides, or biuTow in sandstonv. They creep about freely, and

anchor themselves by a byssus at pleasure. One species of Montacuta occurring in

Great Britain {M. substriata) is to be mentioned because it has never been found

except attached to the s])ines of the .sea-urchin, Sjmtam/iis pifrp2irens. It cannot be

regarded as a true parasite, for not only has it no organs by which to feed upon the

nrchin, but it is never attached to any of the soft parts of its host. It is rather to be

regarded as a mess-mate or commensal, obtaining its food from the same source as

does the urcliin.

In the fresh waters the world over occurs a grou}i of usually small bivalve shells,
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(•()\ t'l'i'd witli an ambei- or Vnowii I'pideiMiis, while in the brackish waters of wanner

countries occur some larger forms. The family under which these are assembled is

variously known as Cycladid^ or Cyeenid^, the latter name being prefei-able. In

all, the shell is nearly circular in outline, the ligament is external, the hinge is provided

with several teeth. Usually there are apparent indications of a pallial sinus, most

niai'ked in the American species.

Cyrena is the typical genus and embraces over a liundicd nominal species, which

live in brackisli water in the warmer parts of the globe. They are frequently found

liuried in the mud of mangrove svvamjjs, where the tide rises and falls slightly, but

where the admixture of rain renders the water less dense than that of the ocean.

Cyrena carolinensis occurs in the rivers and swamps of some of our southern states.

In our northern states the family is rejiresented by the genera Sjyharium and Pit:i-

iliuiti, our fauna containing about fifty species of both genera. Spharium (known in

some of the older works as Cyclas) has the shell nearly equilatei'al, the hinge teeth

minute and rather weak, and two nearly sejjarate siphons. In Pisidium the part of

the shell in front of the umbones is larger than that behind, the teeth are stronger,

and the two siphons are united the whole length. The sjiecies abound in the still

water of some of our ponds,

and are very active.

The C VPR1NID.E is a much
larger family than the last,

.and its members are iidiabi-

tants of salt watei-. Tin

shell is regular, oval, and

equivalve, and is covered

with a thick, strong epider-

mis. The hinge ligament is

usually external, and the

hinge is provided with from

one to three cardinal teeth,

and usually one posterior

lateral in each valve. The
margins of the mantle are

fringed, the pallial line sim-

ple, and the two sijihonal

tubes are short.

Cyprina islandica is a

large boreal shell, common in sandy bottoms north of Cape (Jod, but is less frequently

met with south of that barrier. The hinge has three

unequal diverging cardinal teeth and one latci-al.

The shell is thick and heavy, and the color in the

young is very light brown, but old specimens ai-e

very dark. With age, the epidermis, near the um-

bones, usually disappears, and the shell itself is fre-

quently eroded. Large specimens measure four

Several species of Astarte are found on our northern

coasts, all of which can be recognized by the smooth or concentrically furrowed surface,

.and the two hinge teeth in each valve. The shell is covered with a strong epidermi."!.

- ''.'//"•

inches across.

Fig. 295. — Vt/rln-

cardia novanylue.
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In Cyclocardia the slicll is ra(liatc4y i-ilihed, and nearly cii'cnlar in outline. Cardinal,

but uo lateral teeth are present. Isocardia is a genus with very ventricose shell, and

with the beaks regularly inrolled. Isocardia cor is found in the Mediterranean.

With the Veserid^ we enter upon a group embracing all the remaining bivalves,

in which the siphons are well developed and the pallial sinus well marked. In the

Veneridae the shell varies in outline between nearly spherical to oblong, the ligament

is external, and usually there are three diverging teeth in each valve. The siph(3nal

tubes are unequally developed, and are united at the base. The foot is tongue-shaj)ed,

and compressed, and the triangular labial palpi are very large. The forms embraced

in this family include some of the handsomest of the bivalve molluscs, the distribution

of color being frequently very striking, chevron-shaped lines being most frequent.

In Venus, the typical genus, the shell is oval and thick, and the pallial sinus is

small and angular. Most important to us is the quahog, round clam, or hard-shell

clam ( Venus 7nercenaria), which forms a considerable article of diet in those regions

where the long clam, or soft-shell clam. (Mi/a arenaria), is not to be had. In its

range it extends from Texas to Cape Cod, but north of that cape it is conqiaratively

rare and local. It is " common on sandy shores, living chiefly on the sandy and muddy
flats, just beyond low-water mark, but is often found on the portion laid bare at low-

water of spring tides. It also inhabits the estuaries, where it most abounds. It V)ur-

rows a short distaijce below the surface, but is frequeuth- found crawling at the sui-face,

with the shell partly

exposed." The mantle

is widely open in front,

allowing the large foot

to be placed in almost

any position. The si-

phonal tubes are united

for quite a distance.

"This species is taken

in large quantities for

food, and may almost

always be seen of vari-

ous sizes in our markets.

The small or moderate-

sized ones are generally

preferred to the full-

grown clams. Most of

those sold come from the muddy estuaries, in shallow water, and are fished up chiefly

by means of long rakes and tongs, such as are often used for obtaining oysters. Some-

times they are dredged, and occasionally they can be obtained by hand at or just below

low-water mark. These estuary specimens usually have rough, thick, dull-white or

mud-stained shells, but those from the sandy shores outside have thinner and more

delicate shells, often with high, thin ribs, especially when young ; and, in some vai-ieties,

the shell is handsomely marked with angular or zigzag lines or streaks of red oi

Ijrown."

In most of the shells, when nearly full-grown, the borders oi the interior of the

valves is colored jnirple \o the distance of about lialf an inch from the margin, and it

was by breaking up this portion and cotiverting it into beads that the Indians of New

Fig. 296.— Toms li toot, siphons, aiui ed^e of mantle
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En^htnil made tlieii- jmi'iile \vaiiii)uiii, or su.c/can/iocA; wliicli was roo-arded as twice as

valuable as the white money, or womjwm jiroiicr. Tiiis latter was made from various

shells, but mostly from JBusycon.

Many otlier species of Venus, in its broader sense, are found in the wanner seas of

the world, the west coast of America being better supplied than the east.

Gytherea and its sub-genus Callixta are readily distinguished from Venus by the

presence of an anterior lateral tooth in tlie left valve, which fits into a corresponding

depression in the other. Like the last genus it is rich in sjiecies, especially in the

warmer seas of the world. Our northern ('. convexa has an outline nnicli like that of

the qunhog, but its dead white surface does not render it as attractive as its southern

relative, CalUsta (/U/antea, which is found on our southern coasts. Cytherea lusoria

is a Chinese species, which derives its specific name from the fact that the inhabitants

of the celestial empire paint certain figures on the inner surface of the valves, and

then employ them in some of their many games of chance. Cytherea scrqHa has a

gromul of white or yellow, oxev which is laid a series of zig-zag reddish-brown lines,

which require a rather vi\id imagination to be regarded as resembling writing. It

comes from the Indian Ocean, as docs the C. erycina. ('. <li(»ie, from the west coast

of America, is a remarkable species, from the fact that it is ornamented by a series of

long slender spint's, running in a r<iw down the jios-

terior side of the shell, from the umlmne.s to the mar-

gin. The color is a rosy purple, vaiying considerably

in depth. In the more recent systems of classification

it is made the type of the genus Dionc. .*

Meroe embraces a few sjiecies of oval shells, wiiii ,
^ ^ ^ ^

three cardinal teeth and a long anteiinr tooth. The ^^^ *

general shape can be seen from our figure, but there is ^%i _ ^ ':

nothing of pojudar interest to be saiil conceniing the fig. 297. — /ifcrog.

species. Dosinia is represented on our shoi-es by a

species {D. discus), the specific name of which is very apt. The sliell is flat, and

nearly circular in outline; the siphons are united, and the foot is l.irge.

Gemma embraces only a single species, found on our coast, and known under the

repetitive name of Gemma gemma. In size it is minute, scarcely more than an eighth

of an inch in length, and in color it is a yellowish white, or rosy, tipped posteriorly

with an amethystine purple, so that the name is very ajijiropriate. It would ajipear

that it was known to the early settlers of this country, and that they sent specimens

of it, along with other curiosities, to the old world ; and yet it was unknown to natu-

ralists until the year 1834, when the eminent engineer. General Totten, who was a

good naturalist withal, published a description of it. It is an active species, founil on

sandy shores, where it burrows quicklj-. One of the most interesting facts known in

connection with it is that it retains the young inside its valves until the shells are fully

formed, sometimes thirty young being found inside of the jiarent shell.

No species of the genus Tapes occur on our coasts, but the seas of other [paits of

the globe contain neai'ly a hundred species. The shells are long, the siphons sei)arate

at their extremities, and the long, slender foot spins a byssus. Many of the species

are ornamented with zig-zag lines, of darker color, aiul in Europe, especially on the

Mediterranean coast, T. geographica is used as an article of food.

The family Petricolid^ is a small one, and its only member which requires men-

tion is the form known as Petricola pholadiformis. This is a thin, long shell, orna-
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clrujuhi iihiilailifnrn

mc'uted with radiating ribs, arraiifji'd inucli like those in I'holan, whence the specific

name. The sliell cannot be completely closed, but gapes, while the mantle is almost

entirely united in front, leaving but a slight open-

ing for the small, j)ointed foot. It has a rather

extensive distribution, reaching from Nova Scotia

to Texas ; and Professor Verrill writes that he has

received specimens from the Gulf of California which

are scarcely to be distinguished from this. It is

sometimes found among rocks and stones, below

low-water mark, but more freijuently it makes deep burrows in stiff mud or clay

bottoms, climbing u]j and down in them by means of its slender and flexible foot.

The siphons are very long, and are united for only a short distance. Other sjiecies of

Petricola excavate and occupy burrows in the softer limestone rocks, and from this fact

the generic name has been given. I am not aware that this habit has been noticed in

our species. The shell of P . j)holadiformis reaches a length of two and a half inches,

but specimens over two inches long are uncommon. In color it is a chalky white.

The Mactrid^ embraces a considerable number of trigonal equivalve shells, which

can be completely closed, or which gape slightly. The ligament is usu.ally internal, and

contained in a deep pit, but occasionally it is external ; the hinge has two diverging

cardinal teeth, and laterals are

frequently j)resent. The out-

side of the shell is covered with

a thick ejiidermis. The pallial

sinus is short, and rounded or

angular, and the siphonal tubes

are united and have their ex-

tremities fringed with small

tentacles.

Mactra soUdissima and the

closely allied M. ovalis are

known along our northern

coasts as hen-clam, sea-clam,

and surf-clam, these names

properly belonging to the more

common and more littoral spe-

cies first mentioned. The first is distribiitcil from tiie Carolinas to Lal>rador, while

the second is only found north of Cajie Cod. On every sandy beach 31. soUdissima

occurs in large numbers, and after gales the other species is thrown up on the shore.

They are used in a limited way for food, and when properly prepared they make a

chowder no less palatable than the Mya arenaria, so extensively used. The toughness

of the older individuals prevents their more extensive use, and their pre])aration calls

for the use of the chopping-knife. The species are very active, and, instead of leading

sedentary lives in burrows, they plough through the sand Ijy means of their well-de-

veloped foot. They have a considerable leaping ability, and many a time have I

known a basket full at night, and left in a ' trap,' to be half emptied in the morning,

the clams leaping out by means of their foot. The species of Mactra are valuable for

the student of molluscan .anatomy, from the fact that their ganglia and nerves are col-

ored a reddish hue, and are thus more easily distinguished, and dissected out, than in

FlO. 299. — M't
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Mnliiiia laterals

ri/relinUles

many otluT fcii-ins. Mdvtni solidissiiKa occasionally n^achos a U'nyth of over six inclies,

lias the cardinal teeth delicate, and has a shallow pallial sinus. J/, oixdis hut rarelv

exceeds four inches in lenjith, and has the teeth short and
the sinus deej). Separated from Mavtra jiroper by an annu-

hir pallial sinus is the sub-genus Jfulhiid, of which one spe-

cies, Jlulinia hileniHs, occurs nearly the whole !eM;_;tli of our

eastern coast.

liangia (also known as Giidtliodoii) is a brackish-water

genus, represented in tiie soutliern United States by tiie spe-

cies R. cyrcnoides. In the gulf states this sjH'cies occurs in vast numbers. Baid<s of

dead shells, tliree or fom- feet in tliick-

ness, occur in many places, sonu! of

Ihcm twenty miles inland. The city

(.f .Mobile is built on one of these

banks, while the road over which the

inliabitants of New Orleans travel in

order to reach Lake I'ontchartrain " is

made of these shells, procured from

the east end of the lake, where there

is a mound of tiiem a mile long, fifteen

feet high, aiul from twenty to sixty

yards wide; in some placesit is twenty

feet above the level of the lake."

The family 'i'i:i.i,i:xii).i<: vies with the \'eneridie in its beautifully-colored species.

Like the members of that family, they are mostly iidiabitants of tlie warnu'r seas of the

world, the small number of species which stray into tlie more nortliern waters

being dull colored, and far less attractive than their tropical relatives. The shells are

long, compressed, anil usually closed and equi-valvc ; and one marked feature that i.s

generally found is tliat the half of the shell in front of the umbones is longer than that

behind them. The cardinal teeth are at most two in number; the lateral teeth are oc-

casionally obsolete. The hinge ligament is usually exteriud and posterior. The mantle

is widely open in front, and the two very long arul slender si])honal tubi's are com-
pletely separated. The foot is triangular and compresse<l. In most s])ecies the shell

is very dense, and highly ))olished, and not infrequently is white, enlivened by bands

or stripes of delicate shades of red or yellow, while in others the effect is heightened

by the finely sculptured lines.

In TelHna, which readies its highest development in the Iinlian Oi'can, the shell is

rounded in front and angular posteriorly, a fold running from the angle to the ninbo.

The siphons are very long, and can be extended to at least twice the length of the

shell, and, as a necessary sequence of such extensibility, the

and deep. In Strlgilla the surface is ornamented with

divaricating lines, like those of Ct/clit.':, descrilied on a pre-

ceding page.

Our nortliern forms belonging to this family are dull

colored .and unattractive. Tellina tenera, which occurs from

Florid.a to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, is an exception, for the

delicate rose-color which tinges the otherwise white shell makes it an obji-ct of

beautv. The siphons are verv long, several times the length of the l)od\-, and hence
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tliis species e;u) burrow beneath the saiul, and thence extend its k)no- sijilions to the

surface. In Muconia the thin white shell is covered with a dusky ejiidennis. 31.

sabulosa is a moi'e northern form, extend-

ing as far soutli as Long Island Sound, while

the more common 31. fusca reaches the

coast of Georgia. In muddy places tlii-

latter species possesses but little beaut \.

but when living in clean sand the epidernus

fk- ''• - ,;"'"' '"''"' becomes thinner, and the shells frequently ^"''

have a delicate rose or lemon color.

Donux is an easily recognizable genus, in which the jiosteriur end

appears as if cut off at a more or less oblique angle. The sjiecies occur in tropical

and semi-tropical regions, where they bury an inch or two beneath the sandy shores.

Our two species, D. fossor and D. variabilis, occur abundantly in some places in the

southern states, the former reaching as far north as New Jersey and Long Island.

Space will allow but a mere mention of the other prominent genera of this family;

Paphia, Semele, iScrobicidanu, Psamniobia, /Saiif/tcinolaria, etc., which embrace many

beautiful forms, but only few of which anything of jropular interest can be said.

Scrobicularia piperata of the JMediterranean is occasionally eaten, and receives its

specific name from its peppery taste.

The Myid.e has an importance among the molluscs of the northern seas far out of

proportion to the number of species, for the long clam, or soft-shell clam, is its most

prominent member. In all the family the shell is thick and strong, and when closed

as far as possible, it still gapes at one or both ends. The hinge cartilage is internal,

and rests in a peculiar jirocess of the left valve, as diagranmiatically shown in Fig.

265, on a preceding page. The foot is small, the mantle margins have lint a sligiit

pedal gape, while the very extensible sijihons are united their whole extent.

3/i/a areiKiria, the clam ^>rtr excellence, which figures so largely in the celebrated

New England clam-bake, is found in all the northern seas of the world, and is too

well known to need any technical description. All along the coasts of the Eastern

States, every sandy shore, every mud flat, is full of them, and from every village ami

hamlet the clam-digger goes forth at low tide to dig these esculent bivalves. The

clams live in deep burrows in the firm mud or sand, the shells sometimes being a foot

or fifteen inches beneath the surface. When the flats are covered with water, his

clamsirqi extends his long siphons up through the burrow to the surface of the sand,

and through one of these tubes the water and its myriads of animalcules, is drawn

down into the shell, furnishing the gills with oxygen and the mouth with food,

and then the water, charged with carbonic acid and foecal refuse, is forced out of the

other siphon. When the tide ebbs, the siphons are closed and partly withdrawn. The

clam begins its burrow at a A'cry early stage, and keeps enlarging and dee]>eniMg it as

it grows older. An old clam dug u]i and left on the surface has hard work to make a

new burrow.

The white settlers were not the first to find out the palatable qualitiesof the clam,

the Indians knew it and loved it long ages before. On the shores of every promon-

tory and bay along the New England coast are old shell heaps, 'kjokkenmoddings'

the archa?ologist calls them, which tell of many a feast by the red man. The careful

explorer, by raking them over, finds not only the shells of the common clam, but those

of many Other molluscs, and bones of various animals as well, together with the tools
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and iiiij)k'inc'iits oi the former iiiliahitatits. In these heaps on tlie coast of Maine, the

bones of the now extinct great auk Lave been foiiuil.

However eaten, whether raw, or in a chowder, or fried, the ehnn is o-ood, but best

of all is the clam-bake, where a long-continued fire heats the rocks red hot. Then the

cinders and ashes arc swept away, a thin layer of rock-weed is laid on the hot stones,

the clams placed in the centre and covered with more of the rock-weed. The steam

generated cooks the clams in the most perfect manner.

A second species of Jli/a, M. truncata, occurs on our coast, and but one other is

known in the world. 3{>/a truncata, instead of being rounded at both extremities, is

truncated behind, while in the living specimen the epidermis is extended in the shai)e

of a tube, some six (u- seven inclies in length, from the posterior edges of the shell.

This species lives below low-water mark, and is not connnon south of Easti)ort. On
the P^nglish shores it is more connnon than 3Iija arenaria.

The species of Saxicava bore into hard mud, stones, etc., and have very irregular

and greatly distorted shells, so that specific limits are far from certain. Probably our

,,_ only species is that figured, Saxicava arctica, but several others

^"^^ have been described upon the variations of this form. Indeed,

('sj^^
j
Woodward states that no less than five genera and fifteen species

"~^ -~^ have been made upon the form known as jS. ruf/osa, and since this
'

,„,,,,,„
•I'l'l »'^'- arctica are probably the same, the sj-nonymy of this protean

species is something awful to contemplate. In places where lime-

stone is abundant, Saxicava bores holes in it to the depth of about six inches, and as

it is not at all careful where it goes, it

not infrequently cuts across the burrow
of another individual. When a specinu^n

dies the soft pai-ts decay, but the valves ;•

remain in the burrow, and another iudi- '

vidual occujiies the same burrow, sealing
"

itself "between the valves of its prede-

cessor. In this way four or five pairs of

shells may be frequently seen nested one

within the other."

Panopcea is a genus of large shells,

the animal of which closely resembles

Saxicava. Panoprpa itorvfrjica is a boreal species, specimens of which are occasionally

found in the stomachs of

fishes; the shell is covered

with a thick ejjidermis.

Glycimeris siliqua is the

I inly species of the genus

known, and jiresents several

noticealile peculiarities. It

is covered with a thick,

glossy - 1 il ack e ]> i d c rm i s,

while the interior of the

thick valves is rendered

very irregular liy the great deposition of calcareous matter seemingly without rhyme
or reason. The animal is much larger than the slu'll, and the soft jiarts cannot be

Fig. 307. — Glycimeris siliqua.
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(Irawu entirely within the valves. Like the last, it is l)oreal in its distribution, hut it

is not uncommon in Massachusetts Bay.

The Anatinid/E is an almost extinct family. To-day it is represented by a few

species, but in geoh)gical time they played a much more imjJortant part than now,

their remains being found in the oldest paliBozoic rocks. The internal surface of the

shell is pearly, the external granular, and the hinge is usually toothless. About half a.

dozen species are found on our coasts, representing the genera Pandora, Thracia,

Periploma and Lyonsia.

The SoLENiD.E, the family of the razor-clams, is next in order, and the typical

forms, like Holen, well deserve the common name which has been given them. In all

the family the shell is long, and in some of the genera immensely so ; at each end it

gapes, and the hinge teeth are usually two in one valve and three in the other. The
foot is very large, and more or less cylindrical, the siphons are short or moderate.

The old genus Soleii has recently been broken up, those with straight shells and one

tooth in each valve being retained in that genus, while those with the ty])ical number

of teeth, and usu.ally slightly curved shells, belong to Ensis.

In American waters JSnsis aniericana is the razor-fish, or razor-clam. The shell

is long and sub-cylindrical, and bears no slight resemblance to the familiar tonsoi'ial in-

strument. It is a common inhabitant of the sandy shores. These clams excavate large

elliptical holes, which penetrate downward, usually in a nearly vertical direction, to a

depth of two or three feet. Up and down this hole they go. When the tide is in, and

no danger is near, one end of the shell usually projects above the surrounding surface

of the sand for an inch or so, but a sudden jar startles them, and down they go with

great rapidity. It is useless to at-

tempt to dig them out, for they

can burrow as fast as a man can

shovel out the sand, and besides

they have two or three feet the

start. The process of burrowing

is interesting. The foot is bevelled off to a point, and this is readily pushed down
into the sand. Then the animal inflates the foot with water so that it becomes

bulbous at the extremity; this at the same time crowds aside the sand and gives

the animal a hold whereby it can draw itself down. By a repetition of the process

it still further increases its distance from the surface. The razor-clam can start this

burrow when lying on the surface ; at first its progress is slow, but as soon as it gets

the shell in a vertical position, it goes much more rapidly.

The razor-clanis are used for food, but to a far less extent than many other bivalves.

For this there are several reasons. First, it is not so common as the quahog or the

soft-shell clam, and, again, it is not so easily procured. We have already alluded to

the rapidity with which it disappears when alarmed, and the recent investigations of

Dr. Sharp show that it does not depend, for its warning, upon the senses of sight and

feeling alone for its warnings of im]iending danger. On the ends of the siphons Dr.

Sharp finds organs of vision, very rudimentary, it is true, but still sufficient to recog-

nize various degrees of light and shade. His attention was called to this subject by

the fact that a shadow cast upon r.azor-clams exposed for sale caused them to imme-

diately withdraw their siphons. Histological investigation followed, which showed

that the essential parts of optic organs were present.

The fishermen, in procuring them, walk quickly uj) to the animal, and grasp it
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.Siliqua costata.

before it lias time to retreat. In Europe the clam-digger pours a little salt down the

hole ; this brings the elain to the surface, when it is quickly grasjjed. If not success-

ful, no subsequent salting will arouse the clam. Where the water is still, another

method is adopted. At low tide the fisherman goes over the flats and puts a little oil

near each hole. When the tide rises and the clams come to the surface, this oil marks
the spots where they are, and thus the fisherman is readily guided to them. These
clams are said to be very good, but as to their merits comi)ared with Maclru, Mya
Venus, and Ostrea, the writer can from his own ex-

perience say nothing.

Siliqua custata is another comniun species on our

northeastern coasts. The shells are covered with a

greenish epidermis, which is enlivened by one or two

rays of more or less vivid violet. On the inside of the

slicll i^ a thickened rib running outward from the umbo.

This is one of the most common shells thrown up on sandy beaches,

and in life it is found buried in the sand a little below low-water

mark. Solemyia velum is a very pretty shell, covered with a

light brown radiated epidermis which projects far beyond the edges

of the shell, its margins being slit into numerotis lobes. The species

is active, leaping about with its foot, and swimming by opening and closing its valves.

A larger species is *S'. borealis, in which the lobes of the epidermis are proportionately

much longer and narrower.

The family GASTROrii.ENiD^, or TuBicoLiD.t;, has a very heterogeneous appear-

ance, some of its members bearing close resemblance to the next family. The shell is

eipii-valve and the hinge is toothless, and not infrequently, in the adult, the shells are

imbedded in a calcareous tube, so that the whole has but little resemblance to an

ordinary bivalve. In Gastrochceiia the valves are distinct from the tube, in Clavagella

one valve is fixed, while in Aspergillian both valves are united with the tube, of which

they form a very inconsiderable portion, as is shown in our figure. All of the nu'in-

FlG. 311. — Aspergill watering-pot shell.

l)ers of the family are borers, penetrating hard mud, shells, coral, or rock. The most

noticeable species is the ' watering pot,' Asperyillum iHfffiHiferum. Here the valves

are very small, while the lower end of the tube is closed below by a disc, wliich is jier-

forated by numerous holes and short tubules. The other part of the tube is much
longer, and at its distal portion is surrounded by one or more calcareous ruffles, so

lliat the whole has a very bizarre apjiearance. This species comes from the Red Sea,

and all other members of the genus belong to the Indo-Paclfic region.

The PnoLADin.E, taken in its widest sense, is a family characterized by the absence of

hinge teeth and of hinge ligaments. Instca<l, we usually find one or two accessory pieces

(pallets they arc called) wliich, in the Pholadiiue, lie between the valves at the hinge
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liiK', or, as in the Teredina", are borne at the extremity of the long, calcareous tube

formed by these animals. The margins of the mantle are almost completely united,

leaving only a small opening in front for the jjrotrusion of the short and truncated foot.

At the other end it is prolonged into a very large siphon, which, in the Ih-edos, has

the power of secreting a calcareous tube. The gills are long and narrow, and, pos-

teriorly, are drawn out into a point which extends some distance into the excurrent

sipluin.

They are all boring animals, and make their burrows, some in mud or sand, some

in submei'ged wood, while others bore into rocks, shells, or corals, at times doing con-

siderable damage to human interests. The distinctions between the two sub-families

is sufficiently emphasized in the foregoing paragraph.

The genus Teredo, with about twenty-five so-called species, has gained a some-

what extensive notoriety under the popular name of ship-worm, and hence deserves

some little attention at our hands. The Teredo is a long, worm-like animal, bearing

at the larger end a comparatively small bivalve shell, while near the other are the

two accessory pieces, the so-called pallets, beyond which extend the separate ex-

tremities of the siphonal tubes. The development of the Teredo has been made the

subject of exhaustive papers by Quatrefages and

'I), Ilatschek, from which we learn that, like other

molluscs, it passes through a veliger stage. Soon

after this the young larva comes across a ])iece

^ of submerged wood, or, in case it does not, it

dies. At first it creeps over the surface of the

timber, but soon it settles down and begins the

Mt begins excavations which are to result in that prison,

which it never leaves until death. Exactly how
it excavates is still a matter of disjiutc, but it seems probable that it is partly by

means of the edges of the pallets. Another theory of action is that the foot, with its

thick coriaceous epidermis, cuts away the wood. The hole made at first by the joung

Teredo is minute, about as large as a pin's head, but, once within the wood, it grows

rapidly, and its burrow is enlarged in the same proportion. As it excavates farther

and faither into the wood, it lines its channel by a calcareous deposit, thus forming a

shelly tidie, wliich, on our coasts rarely exceeds ten inches in length and a quarter

of an inch in diameter, but in favored localities some species attain a length of

two feet and a half. In this tube the .animal lives, its only means of conmnmica-

tion with the external world lieing through the small hole by which it entered the

timber.

The Teredo does not feed upon the wood, the small particles which it erodes being

passed out thi-ough the excurrent sijAon. The food which nourishes the animal is, here

as elsewhere, brought in through the incurrent siphon, and consists of microscopic

animals and plants. N'otwithstanding the fact that the Teredo does not eat the wood,

the damage it does is very great. It was first brought prominently into notice at the

beginning of the eighteenth century, when, by its ravages in the piles and other sub-

merged wood which supported the dikes and sea-walls of Holland, it seriously threat-

ened the safety of that country. Hundreds of individuals will obtain entrance to the

same bit of timber, and, boring either with or across the grain, they soon convert it into

a mere shell, ready to break down at the slightest strain. The rapidity with which

they work is well illustrated by a fact recorded by Quatrefages. In the early spiing
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an at-ciileiit sunk a coastino- boat iwwv St. Si'ljastian in S])aiii. Four months later some

fishermen raised the vessel, hoping to turn the materials to advantage, if not to rejiair

the vessel itself, but in the short space of time that hud

elapsed, the planks and thnbers vfere so completely riddled

by the Teredos that they were valueless. There is a curious

fact noticed in connection with theu- burrowing. No
matter how many of these molluscs gain entrance to the

same piece of wood, their tubes never interfere with one

another, but there is always left at least a thin j)artilion

i>et\veen two adjacent burrows.

Since their appearance in Holland so long ago, these ship-worms

have done an incredible amount of damage to wharves, ships, etc.,

.md many devices have been suggested for checking their ravages.

The use of chemicals, creosote, etc., has but comparatively slight

effect, for since these animals do not eat the wood, the chemicals do

not jioison them. While kyanising (soaking the wood witli creosote)

is an effectual check against that injurious crustacean, the gribble

(Limnoria Ugnorum), it is but a slight defence against the Teredo.

In Xorway, timbers which were saturated with creosote under a

])ressure of ten pounds to the square foot were found two years

later to be filled with the molluscs. To iron rust they have a de-

cided a\ersiiin, and piles and other timbers which are driven full of

l)road-headed nails escape their ravages. Our modern vessels also

escape their injurious action, thanks to

the (;opper sheathing with which their

hulls are covered. On our coasts south

of Cape Cod, it is customary to coat all

spars and buoys with verdigris })aint,

and to take them up every six months

for cleaning and a' new coat of this

poisonous paint. Notwithstanding this,

the average life of a buoy is only about

twelve years, but half of which is spent

in the water.

On our coast. Teredo navaUs is the

most common and most injurious sjn-

cies, but tliree other si>ecies of Tered

and one of Xylotriju, an allied genu^

occur in larger or smaller numbers. In

tropical waters many other forms occui,

of which we need only mention T
rorniformis, which bnrrows in tin fic in— ri. *>,/(»-

?((/is, hhij) worm.
hu^ks of cocoa-nuts and other wi)od\

fruits floating on the sea, and the gigantic Scptaria

areuaria, of the Philippine Islands, which burrows in

the sand, sometimes attaining a diameter of two inches

and a length of nearly six feet.

J'holas and its allies are also burrowing forms, but, unlike those just luentioncd,

1*

\1fl>y

Fig. 3U. — Teredo :
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they do not form tubes, nor do they, except JCijlup}iu(/u, live in wood. In Pholas tlie

valves are large and the shells are never completely closed in front. The shell is long

and cylindrical, and the pallia! sinus reaches to the middle of the valves. The com-

_ mon name for these

^ molluscs in England

^ lb ])iddock, but no n]i-

_ jjellitive has gained

lE much currency here.

The species bore in

V uid, clay, limestone,

md even gnei.ss.

Doubtless here the

msti ument of boi-ing

I the foot with its

iidened de r m a 1

lunor. AVIien we
( (insider tile liarduess

i)t some of the rocks

i( iforated, we crm

St iicely realize' llinl

this organ is suffi-

cient to produce the

effects, but time is a

matter of small im-
r iLi -113 — I'ttoitiff jii JL"* miii'jw.

portance to the pho-

As they increase in size they increase the size of the burrows, which are alwayslads.

just a little larger than the shell. These burrows are always nearly vertical, and but

rarely encroach upon each othex'.

In Europe the piddock are esteemed a delicacy, and on the coast of Normandy

their capture furnishes emj)loyment to a good many women and children, who jaill

them from their burrows with an iron hook. They are usually cooked, but are said U>

be very palatable raw. One remarkable peculiarity of the pholads is their phosphores-

cence or capacity of shining in the dark, which is here better developed than anywhere

else among the Mollusca, unless it be in PJiillirhoe. The common European s]iecies is

Fholas dactyhis, while on our coasts are found P. cost<(ta and P. tniiinifn. A closely

allied genus, Zirjj/uea, has a species, Z. crix-

pata, common both to New and Old England

and the northern waters between. In this

genus the shell is sliort and the accessdry

valves are absent.

In another section of the family we find

pholads in which the anterior gape of the

shell is closed by a callous ])late. Here be-

long the genera Pholadidea and Martesia.

Martesia smithir, on our coast, burrows in oyster sliells, while other forms have differ-

ent h.abitats. While most of the Pholadidae are marine, Adams reports finding a

species in the fresh water of Borneo, living in dead trunks of trees.

Fig, 31C.— y^njil,,^
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Class II.— CEPHALOPHOKA.
The remaiiidei- of the Mollusca differ greatly from the group which we have just

left, and the fact that nearly all of them possess a lingual ribbon (an organ to be

described further on), while there is a head distinct from the rest of the body, has

caused them to be included in one large grouj), variously termed Glossophora, Odon-

to]ihora, and Cephalophoi'a. In the present work, however, the term Cephaloj)hora

is restricted to indicate the forms between the squids and cuttle-fishes (Ceiihalojjoda)

and the Acephala.

The anterior end of the body is more or less distinctly marked off as a head, and

this differentiation is the more marked in many forms from the fact tliat it usually

bears tentacles and eyes, and thus is seen to be the locality of the senses, increasing

its claim to the term head. The body possesses a bilateral symmetry, but, owing to

tlie fact that most of the forms live in spiral shells, this resemblance between the two

sides is somewhat obscured. The body is enveloped (at least in the young) in a

mantle comparable to that of the Acephals, which in most forms secretes the shell,

which is usually calcareous, but not infrequently, as in our common snails, is more or

less horny. As these shells are very important from a systiimatie point of view, and,

indeed, are the oidy portions usually preserved, they demand far more attention than

they otherwise would.

The sliells of the Cejihalophora are always, except in the chitons, univalvular; that

is, composed of a single piece, which, though presenting the most various forms, can in

reality be reduced to a simple type. This type is a cone. The cone may be broad

and low, as in the limpets, or it may be greatly drawn out and very slender, as in the

tooth-shells. It may be coiled in a nearly flat spiral, or it may be curled in a conical

s])iral, the form found in most of the shells of the group.

In some few forms the shell is internal, being enveloped

in a fold of the mantle, while in a large number of these

animals no shell is present. In the chitons the shell con-

sists of a number of pieces, never more than eight,

arranged in a linear series on the back.

In systematic works each part of the shell lias its

name. The ujjper sj)iral portion is known as the spire,

and the curved portions of which it is composed are

known as the whorls, the last and largest being the

body whorl. The whorls are sej)arated from each other

by the suturi'S. The opening is known as the mouth
i)r aperture, the outer edge of which is the lip, the inner

the columella. Sometimes the lip is prolonged into one

or two grooves or canals which are always ap])roxi-

mately parallel with the axis of the shell. The one fig. 3i7.-Parts"ora gasteropod sheU;

nearest the spire is the posterior, the other the anterior

canal. Frequently an opening is left in the axis of the

shell, which is known as the umbilicus.

Returning to the animal itself, the next thing we have to notice is the foot, which

is usually large and muscular, and is used as an organ of locomotion. It may bear on

either side a lateral appendage (epipodium), while frequently on the dorsal surface of

anterior canal; h, body wliorl;

columella; /, outer lip; m, moutli
aperture; p, posterior canal; s, i

tures; sp, spire; u, umbilicus.
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Fig. 310. — Jaw of
Limax jiavus.

the foot is :i conit'ous or calcareous structure, the operculum, which is eiiqiloyed to

close tlie ajierture of the shell when tlie animal retracts itself. The operculum may-

be either liorny or calcareous, and frequently shows a

spiral structure. Some of the calcareous opercula of

t he smaller top shells are in common use as ' eye-stones.'

\l\ the older conchologists it was sometimes held that

till Cephalophora possessed bivalve shells like the

Acephals, the true shell being regarded as one valve,

and tlie operculum as the other. This view has been

shown to be erroneous, and now it is usually thouglit

that the ojierculum correspionds to the byssus of the

other grouji.

In most of the forms there is a chanilier formed
.:. ;ils. — Mchvttho ponderosa \)iu%\n\\y

exteniied, showing the operculum (o) on either side of the bodv by the free edye of the
on the upper surface of the foot.

, , , i • ,^ tt ,i , ,'.-,,
mantle and the body itself. Usually the palhal cham-

ber on one side (usually the right) is larger than tlie other, and contains the gills when

these organs are present. It also contains the outlet of the alimentary canal.

The mouth is situated on the under side of the head, and is armed with variously

arranged jaws or plates of a hard chitinous or calcareous nature. Besides these, there

is found in all e.xcept a very few forms an odontojihore, or, as it is

occasionally called, a tongue or lingual ribbon. This consists 'of a

ribbon-like band of chitin, attached at one end and free at the other,

and bearing on its upper surface numbers of hard, tooth-like processes.

The odontophore is attached to the floor of the mouth, and is moved
by appropriate muscles.

When in use it is drawn

over some su]i]iorting

cartilages, and the teeth,

acting like a lile, rasp

away the substance to

which the mouth is ap-

lied. The action can

1 10 partly seen by watch-

iiig pond snails feeding

upon the green slime

which frequently collects

on the sides of an aqua-

rium. The size of the

odontophore varies

greatly, as does also the

number of teeth. In some it is very long, in others it is more oval. The teeth them-

selves are arranged in transverse series, there being in some species about two hundred

in a single transverse row, while in others there are Vint three. By use this ribbon is

constantly wearing away at the tip, but the loss is compensated by a continuous growth

at the other end.

Within recent years the characters derived from the lingual ribbon have been

regarded as very important in the arrangement of molluscs, but like all other good

thiii<TS this means of classification has been carried to an extreme ; forms which in

Fig. 320. — Diagram of the mouth and lingual ribbon of a gasteropod; j, j

mouth; a, ojsophagus; r, lingual ribbon; s, support of ribbon.
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every other respect agree closely with each other being occasionally widely separated.

The characters derived should be compared with those obtained from other structures

and thus all such extremes would be avoided.

In most forms the body is distorted to fit

the spiral shell, and even where this is not

the case, the alimentary canal usually follows

a tortuous coui'se, doubling on itself and

terminating usually on the right side of the

body, frequently in front of the middle. The

cavity of the mouth communicates with an

a'sophagus which sometimes dilates into a

soi't of crop, and eventually empties into the stomach, from which arises the intestine

either opposite to or beside the cardiac opening. In a few forms the stomach is armed

with plates or horny teeth. Salivary glands are almost always present, usually two in

numljer, but occasionally four are found, and it is interesting to note, in passing, that in

Uolium and some other forms tliese glands pour out a saliva containing sulphuric acid.

The liver is well develo[ied.

The circulatory system is usually well developed, though in DentaUum a heart is

wanting, while other forms show a correspondence to the Acephals. Thus in the ear

and top shells, the alimentary canal perforates the heart, while in the first, as in the

chitons, there are two auricles. Usually, however, there is one auricle and one ven-

tricle, which propel a blood containing colorless, nucleated corpuscles. As in the

Acephals, the heart receives the blood from the gills and forces it to all parts of the

body.

Respiration is effected by means of gills or by pulmonary organs. The gills, which

are usually contained in a cavity of the mantle, may consist either of lamellar organs

or of plume-like branchiifi. Lankester, who has recently investigated the structure of

the gills, is of the opinion that the primitive type was what he calls a ctenidium, con-

sisting of a central stalk to which lamellar respiratory processes were attached, a view

which seems open to some objections. The variations occurring in the respiratory

organs are of great value in systematic work, and will be referred to again in connec-

tion with the different grou])S. The pulmonary cavity of the Pulmonifera is formed

by a cavity of the mantle, and is richly supplied with blood vessels which extract the

oxygen necessary for respiration from the air. In a few forms special res])iratory

organs are lacking.

Closely connected with the organs of circulation arc the i-enal organs. There are

one or more sacs !iear the heart and opening to the exterior, whic^h extract their secre-

tion from the blood going to the heart, and convey it outside the body.

The nervous system acquires a different development in the various groups. In

the tooth shells it most nearly approaches that of the lamellibranchs, consisting of

two ganglia above the oesophagus, connected by two nervous cords with a pair of

pedal ganglia, while two more cords connect the brain with two ganglia near the vent.

These two last are evidently comparable to the visceral ganglia of the bivalve mol-

luscs. In the other forms the visceral ganglia may be increased in size and number,

and become closely connected with the other two i)airs. The details of structure

should be sought in more technical works.

The auditory organs are usually seated near the ganglia of the foot. Kyes also

are generally present, and usually are two in number, situati'd upon tiie head or its

VOL. I. —19



290 LOWER INVERTEBRATES.

appendages. The peculiar eyes of Onchidinm and the chitons will be mentioned

further on. At the first glance the eyes of the gastei'opods (and also those of the

cephalopods) seem strikingly like those of the vertebrates. They have an extei-nal

cornea behind which is a lens, a vitreous humor, and lastly a retina containing rods

and cones. A great difference exists in the fact that these rods and cones are on the

front side of the retina, and between them and the optic nerve is the pigment layer.

Frequently these organs are seated upon stalks or tentacles which are cajiable of

retraction. In our common garden snail may be found an example of this structure,

and the retraction is accomplished by the drawing in of the end of the tentacle in the

same way that one inverts the finger of a glove.

The sexes of the gasteropods may be separate or combined in one individual, and

copulatory organs are frequently present. Most forms lay eggs, a few, however, bring

forth living young, the eggs undergoing development within the parent. The eggs,

which are numerous, are frequently enveloped in capsules, differing greatly in form

and ornamentation, each capsule containing a number of eggs. We shall note the

appearaTice of some of the more interesting of these egg-cases in connection with

the forms to which they belong.

In the development of the eggs of the Cephalophora there is much diversity in the

early stages, according as the amount of food-yolk present is large or small. This

also influences the character of the gastrula which is formed, and the entoderm may
either be solid or in the form of a sac. Soon after the invagination, the outer surface

almost always becomes covered with cilia in certain regions, the most prominent being

a ring around the body in ad^'ance of the mouth. This is the velum, so characteristic

of molluscs. At about the same time a small portion of the outer layer sinks in to

form the gland which eventually secretes the shell, and the foot begins to appear.

These changes all take place within the egg, and upon the develo])ment of the

cilia, the larva begins to turn round and round, thus

rendering it difficult for the student to obtain a dis-

tinct view of what is going on inside the embryo,

or even to draw the external appearance. The shell

gland begins to secrete the shell, which arises first

as a small plate, but soon takes the form of a cap

enveloping the posterior ]iart of the body and

then gradually acquires a spii-al form. The region

of the velum also exhibits a change. Instead of

being a ring around the bod}- it becomes a two-

lobed plate fringed with cilia, which serve as loco-

motory organs after the young has hatched.

From this jwint the development is usually direct, no startling metamorphoses

being introduced. The velum almost always disappears, and the body and shell

gradually acquire their adult structure. Still the variations and the changes under-

gone throw considerable light on the classification and arrangement of the different

forms.

The classification of the odontophorous molluscs is still in an uncertain condition,

notwithstanding the fact that they have been so extensively studied. In fact, there

are scarcely two authors who agree as to the rank and relationship of the diffei'ent

associations of forms. This difference of o]union is partly due to the varying impor-

tance accorded to the different characters, and partly to the fact that a linear arrange-
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ment does not exist in nature, there being numerous inter-relations between the different

oTOups. With this uncertainty it matters but little what classification we adopt,

thouo-h that which follows seems to the writer to best represent the present state of

our knowledge. All authors admit that the Scaphopoda are the lowest, while the

position of the Pteropoda is very uncertain, one of the latest writers including them

among the Cephalopods.

Sub-Class I.— Scaphopoda.

The tooth shells, as they are commonly called, are few in number, but their pecu-

liarities have caused them to be regarded with considerable interest. They are of all

the Odontophora the most closely related to the Acephals. The shell is very long,

tapers slightly, and is either straight or curved like the tusk of an elephant, and is

open at both ends. The animal is attached to the shell near the smaller end, while

from the larger it jjrotrudes a large number

of long and slender tentacles which are used

in obtaining food and as prehensible organs.

These tentacles arise far within the shell,

from a muscular ring surrounding the body.
'';;;-|f/iraf:?ga!l"7if"eVTm! nmnHeH

In advance of this ridge, but still within the

shell, is a cup, at the bottom of which lies the month. There are no eyes, no heart,

while the head is very rudimentary. The foot is large, thi-ee-lobed, and jirotrudes

from the larger end of the shell. The mantle is relatively very large and, like the

shell, is open at both ends.

The moutli is armed witli a lingual ribbon, and the alimentary canal, which is con-

voluted, terminates behind the origin of the foot. The liver is large and two-branched,

and the sexes are distinct. There are no special res]iiratory organs. We have already

spoken of the nervous system.

The development of Dentuliuin, which has been studied by Lacaze-Duthiers, is

very peculiar. After the formation of a morula, the body of the embryo liecomes

surrounded with a number of rings of cili.i, while at the anterior end is a tuft of

longer cilia. Gradually the anterior end becomes flattened into a disc, the edges of

which are ciliated, while the posterior part develops the mantle. This mantle secretes

the shell, which at first is open, but finally the edges of the mantle and the shell

unite, producing the tubular form found in the adult.

The tooth shells are divided into two families (by Sars accorded a higher rank),

founded on characters of the sliell and foot. In the first (Dentai.tid^) the margin of

the smaller end is entire, or has a medium ventral slit, while the foot is three-lobed

;

in the Siphonopoda the foot bears a cii-cular disc, the edges of which are armed with

papillae, while the posterior end of the shell is either entire or with numerous

notches.

The species are found in all seas and live buried in the sand, the smaller end of the

shell pi-otruding, and through this the water necessary for res-

piratory ])urposes is drawn. The large foot is employed in bur-

v\G.i-i^ -ptntaimmdm- rowina:, while the tentacles, which are ciliated, are emnloved in
raas, tootu-sheU. ^' '

.

cai)turing food, which consists of Foraminifera and other minute

animals. About one hundred species are known, represented on our coasts by Den-

talinm occidentale, Entalis striolata and three or four other species. The largest
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species is about four inches in length. The groujj of tooth shells first appears

in rocks of Devonian awe.

Sub-Class II. — Gasteropoda.

This grouj), which contains by far the largest number of forms (about twenty-five

thousand species being known), embraces the molluscs commonly known as snails,

slugs, sea-slugs, whelks, cowries, limpets, and the like. In all the head is well

developed and bears one or two jtairs of tentacles. The body is usually asymmetrical,

owing to the presence of a spiral shell, though this is far from being invariably the

case. The alimentary tract is straight or doubled on itself, and usually terminates on

one side of the body. A heart is always present, except in the problematical form

Entoconcha. Res])iration is effected either by gills, by a pulmonary cavity, or by the

general surface of the body. The sexes ai'e separate in the majority of the forms,

but are combined in the same individual in the Pulmonata.

The classification here adopted is based on that of Lankester, which, while it varies

greatly from that in common use, has the merit of agreeing well with our knowledge

of the anatomy and embryology of the group. The basis of Prof. Lankester's pri-

mary divisions is found in the symmetry or torsion of the body.

Super-Order I.— ISOPLEURA.

Tlie name given to this division means equal-sided, which emphasizes the most im-

portant feature of tlieir structure. They retain in the adult the primitive bilateral

symmetry. The alimentary canal traverses the entire length of the body, and termi-

nates posteriorly in a median vent. Renal organs, gills, circulatory organs^ and

genitals, ai-e jiaired and symmetrical. The ]iedal and visceral nerve cords are straight

and parallel, extending the length of the body.

Order L— CHtETODERM.E.

This group contains but a single genus, Chwtoderma, which was originally placed

among the Gephyrean worms. C. nitidulum is a small, worm-like body, with an

enlarged head at one end, while the cavity of the

mantle is found at the other. In this small cavity

are a pair of small gills. The external integument

is roughened by minute calcareous s})ines, which

viG. s-is.-cnakHiennanMduhm. give the body a hairy appearance. The foot is

obsolete, and the lingual ajiparatus is greatly i-e-

duced, the lingual ribbon being represented by but a single tooth. Nothing is known

of the embryology.

Order II.— NEOMENOIDEA.

Neomenia is a peculiar genus fotmd on the western coast of Sweden. N. carinata

reaches the length of nearly nn inch, grayisli in color, with a shade of rosy red at the

posterior end of tlie body. The outer surface is covered with minute spines, giving it

a velvety appearance. In shape the body somewhat resembles a pea-pod, a dorsal

ridge giving rise to the specific name. The mantle is reduced to a small ring around
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tlie vent, enclosing the paired gills. The lingual rihhon is poorly developed, but bears

many teeth. The eggs pass out by the renal ducts. The mouth and phaiynx can be

retracted or extended at will. The second genus of the order is

Proneomenia whicli has been found in the North Sea and in the

Mediterranean. It is more elongate and worm-like than Neo-
, , ^^

menia. Nothing is known of the embryology of either form. ''

l' « II

Order III.— POLYPLACOPHOIIA. ^ _ „Fig. 326. — JVioiiK Hire cm-

111 1 ! 1
inata, ventinl and side

The chitons are a group which nave made no little trouble views, n, anterior, ft, pos-

. ; ... 1 1 -1 terioi e\troimt> , c, fur-

for zoologists. In the early davs of science they, together with row m which the loot is

11 ^1^1*1 n^ \ •!• concealed.
the barnacles (which are really Crustacea) were united in a group

characterized by the possession of multivalve shells. More recently tiiey have been

assigned a place among the gasteropods, but here they have not

been allowed to remain in quiet, almost every author assigning

tiieni positions of varying rank and relationshiji and one, influenced

l)y their ]ieculiar development and the structure of the nervous

system, has actually jdaced them among the worms.

In external a])j(earance the most striking feature is the serial

arrangement of eight calcareous shells upon the back, indicating

a segmentation far from common among the Mollusca. This seg-

mentation is carried still farther, and we find the gills similarly

arranged on either side of the body (Fig. 328), to the number of

sixteen or more, each accompanied liy an olfactory organ. Around
FiG. 0.7 — UiiivH iLOi!,- the margin of the dorsal surface frequently occur calcareous spines,

or other forms of ornamentation useful in classification.

One of the most interesting of recent discoveries is that

the chitons, which have been so long studied and so long re-

garded as blind, are (in most genera) really very well ])ro-

vided with visual organs, the whole dorsal surface of some

forms being studded with eyes of which not less than eight

thousand occasionally exist on a single specimen. These

eyes are unlike the dorsal eyes of Onchidiimi, and like those

on the tentacles of Helix, in that the retina is between the

nerve and the exterior. These eyes are further shown by

Professor Moseley to be developed from peculiar sense organs

covering the dorsal surface. No trace of these eyes has yet

been found in the fossil chitons.

The mouth is armed with a well-develope<l lingual ribbon,

in which the teeth are arranged in the following manner,

—

5. 1. 1. 1. 5; the laterals being large and hooked. The in-

testine is coiled in a loose spiral and terminates in a median vent at the posterior end

of the body.

Little is known of the development of the chitons, but that little is very interest-

ing. Segmentation gives rise to a true gastrula and at the same time the velum is ))ro-

duced. At the anterior end a single flagellum is produced, which is soon replaced by

a tuft of cilia. Shortly a constriction apjiears behind the velum, and on the dorsal

surface appear six or seven transverse plates which m.ay represent the shell glands.

G. 32s. — Anatomy of Chiton,
(u>, aorta; br, gills: c, ven-
tricle; c', one auricle; g, ner-
vous ring; o, mouth; oa, ovi-

ducts.
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Two lai'ge eyes are also formed, which are remarkable in being behind the velum.

The details of the closure of the blastopore, the formation of the pedal nerves (of too

technical a character for recital here),

the bilateral symmetry and the segmen-

tation of the body, all point to the fact

that the chitons branched off from the

gastrojiodous stem at an early date.

The chitons are mostly

littoral forms living in the

shallow waters of the

ocean. Over three hun-

FiG.33o.-Trof/!,v dred species are known ; but until the manuscripts of the late Dr. P. P.

redchito™'""^' Carpenter are edited and published, we shall have no adequate review

of the group. A large number of genera have been made, but with

these we need not concei'n ourselves.

Fig. 329. Development o£ Chiton.

Super-Order II. — ANISOPLEURA.

In this, by far the largest division of the Gasteropoda, the symmetry so marked in

the preceding group is greatly obscured. The head and foot, indeed, retain the prim-

itive bilaterality ; but here the resemblance usually ends. The cause of this lack of sym-

metry in other parts of the organism is to be explained on mechanical grounds. On

the back there is usually developed a lai-ge shell, which, with its included viscera, ac-

quires a very great proportional weight. This shell naturally falls over to one side,

and by thus doing twists the various organs so that the primitively median anus occu-

pies a position at the anterior portion of the body, usually upon the right side, or may

even be placed in the median line above the head. Not only is the alimentary tract

affected by this torsion, but the openings of the kidneys, the gills, and other oi-gans are

transposed, so that the gill, for in- a E c

stance, of the normal right side is in

reality borne upon the left. Part of

the nervous system may or may not

share in this twisting, accordingly as

the visceral loop is above or below

the anus. The effect of this twisting

is to coil the nerves in the shape of

the figure 8, and an illustration of the

stages of the process may be seen in

the adjacent diagrams copied from

Lankester who was first to jioint out

the systematic importance of these

facts. Coincident with this torsion

frequently occurs an atrophy of parts,

and, from the fact that the twisting usually occurs in one way, it is the gills, kidneys,

etc., of the left side which usually suffer or even entirely dis.appear.

The twisted or straight character of the visceral nervous loop gives a founda-

tion for a division of the Anisopleura into two groups, to which the names Streptoneura

and Eulhyneura have been applied. To the former belong the great majority of the

Fig. .331.— Diagram showing the torsion of the body when the

viscer.ll commissure passes above the intestine; A, nor-

mal condition; B, quarter rotation; C, complete half

rotation; a, .luus; (, left, r, right renal organ.
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aquatic and some of the terrestrial species, while the latter contains only the Opistho-

branchs and Pulmonifera.

Order I.— OPISTHOBRANCHIATA.

This group is exclusi-\-ely marine, and is composed of forms with a large foot, while

the visceral hump, so characteristic of most gasteropods, is very small, or wanting.

The name has reference to the fact that the gills are placed behind the heart, winch is

but another statement of the fact that the torsion of the body has not been carried to

its full extent. In the adult stage some are provided with a shell, while in others this

is lacking; Imt all, without exception, have a shell in their earlier stages.

Fig. 332. — Circulation in Pieurobranchus aurlantiacus, showing posterior position of tlie gills; a, mouth;
b, gill; g, renal opening; h, heart; v, veins.

In some, gills are present, and may either project freely into the water or be con-

cealed in the mantle cavity, wliile others liave no S]iecialized respiratory organs. The
position of the gilLs, mentioned above, has also its effect upon the circulatory organs,

and hence the auricle is here behind the ventricle of the heart. The vent is upon the

side of the body, and the sexes ai-e united in the same individual. Two well-marked

sub-orders may be distinguished.

Sitb-OrDER I.— NUDIBRANCHIATA.

Possilily no grouj) of molluscs possesses more beautiful fonns, or affords more in-

stances of protective reseml)lances, than does that which has received tlie name Nudi-

branchiata. This term, which means naked

gills, is very appropriate, for these organs,

when present, are not enclosed in a special

respiratory cavity, but project freely into the

surrounding medium, and are borne either on

the back or on the sides of the animal. From
the fact that in the adult stage no shell is

jn-esent, these forms are frequently termed,

in more common paiiance, naked molluscs.

In the young stage a sliell is jiresent. This embryonic shell, which is formed and

acquires a spiral or nautiloidal form before the young leaves the egg, disappears with

growth. It is transparent, and the young animal can close the aperture with an oper-

culum, wliile at other times it jirojects from the ojiening a ciliated velum, with which

Fic. ;W3.— Larva of Kntoconcka
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Fig. 334.— Doi-is bifida, showing
gills and a tentiicle enlarged.

it turns and swims as actively as any other gasteropod which retains its calcareous

armor throughout life.

The adult, however, is not always without jirotection other than that afforded by

its resemblance to the objects which it frequents, for in some forms the mantle secretes

calcareous sjiicules of various shajjes, which sometimes are so numerous and so inter-

twined that, when the fleshy parts are dissolved in caustic

potash, they retain the positions they occujiiod when in

life. When these spicules are numerous, they cause the

dorsal surface to be roughened and hardened, forming a

protective dorsal shield.

As is implied in the foregoing, a mantle is sometimes

present, but in others this structure is not differentiated.

When present it is perforated, and through the openings

project the tentacles and the gills. In the young, well-

developed eyes are present, but in the adults they appear

as minute black dots, just behind the tentacles, or are ob-

solete. The tentacles are prominent, and seem to serve as

olfactory organs, and not as organs of touch. They are

frequently made up of a series of plates, presenting an

appearance which recalls the antennas of many insects

;

at other times they are plaited or sim])le, and not infre-

quently they may be retracted into trumpet-shaped sheaths near the base. These vari-

ations are of much importance in systematic work.

The gills, as we have said, are typically not inclosed in a cavity of the mantle, but,

when present, they project freely into the sea. They vary greatly in form and dispo-

sition, furnishhig, in these respects, important systematic characters. Sometimes they

are in a more or less complete circle, surrounding the posterior opening of the aliment-

ary canal, or they may be arranged in longitudinal series along the sides of the back or

body ; in the Phyllididae alone do we find any a])proach to the formation of a branchial

sac. In form they may resemble bushes, or they may be reduced to simple papilhe
;

all variations between these extremes being found. These gills perform but a part of

the respiratory economy, for, in all, the general surface of the body ser\es for the

aeration of the blood, and in the forms without gills it is the sole agent in this process.

The forms with gills are said to flourish when deprived by accident of these oi-gans,

the skin performing their functions.

In the internal anatomy we find some jioints which deserve a brief mention. The

lingual ribbon varies in the number and arrangement of the teeth, according to the

family. The alimentary canal usually terminates on the right side of the body, though

in forms like Doris it may end medially. The stomach is surrounded by a large,

much-branched liver, portions of which extend into the elongated papilla?, which are

found on the back. In the apices of these papillaj are found thread cells, recalling the

similar defensive organs of the Hydrozoa.

The nudibranchs are mostly littoral forms, and spend their lives creeping among
the rocks and seaweeds near the shores. They can, however, swim, and, when em-

ploying this mode of locomotion, they usually ]irogress with the back downward and

the foot ujipermost. The food may be either vegetable or animal. Some forms feed

on the more minute algw, while others create sad havoc among the hydroids. The

eggs are laid in bunches, upon stones, hydroids, or sea-weeds, almost every species
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li;iving its ])L'culiar mode of oviposition. Tlie esxgs aiv imbedded in n, transparent

gelatinous matrix, allowing the earlier stages of development to be readily seen.

Nearly one thousand species of nudibranchs have been described, from all seas ; but

as these forms have not been studied to the same extent as their shelled relatives, this

number will doubtless be greatly in-

creased by subsequent researches.

The first form requiring notice

is the peculiar Enioconcha niira-

bilis, which leads a parasitic life

inside the body of iSi/iHq)ta, one of

the holothurians. So greatly has

]iMrasitism altered the form of the

body, and all of the organs, that

the proj)er ]>osition of this form

among the gasteropods is far from

certain, some placing it near JVcitica.

Indeed, were it not for the charac-

ters afforded by the young, its posi-

tion among the mollusea would not

be susjieeted. Some thirty years

ago Johannes Midler found in some

s])ecimens of Synapia digituta an

internal worm -like ]iarasite, at-

tached by one extremity to the ali-

mentary canal, while the other end

hung free in the j)erivisceral cavity.

Other observers, notably Baur, have

investigated this strange form, bnt

there are many facts concerning it

yet to be ascertained.

In about one sjiecimen of Sipi-

apta out of one or two hundred

this strange form occurs. It is a

sac, the ujiper jwrt bearing the

female and the lower the male re-

productive organs, while the cen-

tre of the body serves for a while

as a brood pouch, the embryos later

passing out from an opening at the

free end of the body of the parent.

The eggs undergo a tolerably reg-

ular development, ])roducing a

velum, shell, and ojiereulum, the

later stages being found free in the

body-cavity of the host. After the stage shown in Fig. 883, nothing more is known of

their history. It would apjiear, from the little that is known of the development, and

from the characters of the embryo, that Entoconclm should possibly l)e assigned a jdace

among the nudibranchs. A second species of Entoconcha
(
E. Diillkri) is found in Ifolo-

tlmria edulis. in the Philipi)ine8.

/

\

/

UN

\

\ -^mM

. 335.—.4, Si/iiapta ilitiitatn, with parasitic Kiitarnncha, natural
size; B, a portion of 's>/napta witli EtifncoJicha (F) enlarged; «,

point of attachment; /', blooil vessels; f, female portion; i, in-

testine; 111, male portion; we, mesentery.
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Leaving llieso curii)us parasites, whicli, so far as known, are unri']ircsente(l on our

shores, we come to forms which undoubtedly belong to the Nudibranchiata, and which

lead free lives in the seas of all parts of the globe.

Passing by the Phyllidid-e, a small family of tropical and semi-tropical forms, in

which the gills are either absent or enclosed between tlie mantles and the foot, we
come to the Ki.ysiid.i:, in which the body is shaped much like a common garden slug,

Fic. 3'3G. ~ Pmttolhnax caplfans.

the gills have disappeared, and the tentacles are simple or absent. This family is

represented in our figures by PontoUmax ccqntmis, a form only a third of an inch in

length, found on the coasts of northern Euro|ic. It lives between tides, feeding on

minute algre, and lays its eggs in small, pear-shaped capsules, each containing on the

average about one hundred eggs. Pontolimax zouata occurs on the New England

coast. In I'Jh/skt, the typical genus of the family, the tentacles are well developed

and the sides of the body aie expanded into a pair of wings, which stop just behind the

neck. Elysia viridis of the Euroiiean seas is of a green color, as is also our New England

E. c/ilorotica, and the closely allied Eli/sidla catuNiis. These forms aie not uncom-

mon, creeping .il)out on the eel grass (Zosti'ni) of our northern coasts.

Fig. 337. — Elt/sia viridis.

In the EoLiD.K, a much larger family than the last, the gills, which may be

lammated, pa])illose, or like plumes, are arranged along the sides of the back, while the

tentacles are capable of being retracted into sheaths. The genus Tei-ffipes, which is

rcjn-esented by a little species common upon the stems of hydroids, received its name

from old Forskal, from a belief that it walked upon its back, using its gills as locomo-

tory organs. The brauchiaj are eight in number, arranged in a single row of four on
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pilata.

eac-li side. In Ilermwa the gills ;uc iiioie iiuiiierous, and tho tentacles, which are

broad and flattened, arc usually folded. Our New England species, //. cruciata, has

received its specific name from the cross-like marking of each gill. The
species of 3foiitagua, of which we have over half a dozen forms, and

the closely allied Eolis, have a large number of gills arranged in trans-

verse rows uj)on the sides of the back. They are very active animals

(for nudihranchs) and arc common on jnlcs of bridges, among the roots

of sea-weeds, and on rocky bottoms. They lay their eggs in gelatinous

spirals with wavy margins, resembling a lady's frill in general appear-

anc6. Fre(iuently bright colors are present, making these among the

most attractive of marine objects.

In iJoto and allied forms the tentacles are retractile into cup-shaped

sheaths, while the branchiae are most curious bodies covered with minute

papilL-e. Uoto coronata, which extends from our shores to those of ^"^•

northern Europe, is a handsome object. It is scarcely more than half

an inch in length, but, small as it is, there is room for spots of orange, pink, yellow,

carmine, purple, and white. Possibly one of our most sti-iking forms is Dendronotus

arborescens, with its

curiously Ijranching

gills, which, from

their thin, l)ushy ap-

pearance, \\a.\(i given

rise to both its gen-

eric and specific

names. This branch-

ing feature is also

seen in the tentacu-

lar sheaths which are

split up like the calyx

of a flower. The
general color is flesh-

red or brown. This

is one of the most

active of the naked

molluscs, and, when
confined in an aqua-

rium, is scarcely ever

<iuiet. It lies on

specially adapted for crcjejiing around upon them by

'<^<

^W -fkfc'

?"?«?

'^,

.V
4

^7

Fk;. ^'j. — Jjcndroitotus arhoresceus, bushy sea-slug.

liydroids and sca-wceds, bein

its long and slender foot.

The genus Scyllea, which has the body expanded into two long lobes, bearing the

gills on either side, is interesting from the fine instance of mimicry it affords. It lives

upon the gulf weed (S'irf/a.ssum) of the Atlantic and other seas, and with it is occa-

sionally drifted upon our shores. The large fields of this sea-weed which exist in the

tropical Atlantic have a fauna of its own, and among other foi-ms are numbers of fishes,

craV)s, shrimps, and the slugs now under discussion. Were it not for its protective

resemblance to the sea-weed on which it dwells, a resemblance embracing both form

and color, Scyllea pelagicd would furnish many a fine mouthful for its voracious asso-

ciates, and the species would soon become extinct.
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In Tethys we have another peculiar form embracing some of the largest of the

naked molluscs, T. fimbriata, occasionally reaching a foot in length. Its general

appearance can be seen from our illustra-

tion, which, however, fails to convey any

imjiression of the coloration of the animal.

It is nearly transparent, and covered with

dots and sjiots of red of different shades,

some so dark as to be almost black. The
curious gills on the upper surface were

once described as parasites. It is a native

of the Mediterranean, and, though often

captured, it lives but a short time in

aquaria, even in the large ones of the

Naples Zoological Station. It is a ra-

])acious animal, feeding n])on other mol-

luscs and small crustaceans.

In tlie remaining forms the branchiae

are arranged ujion the back in a more or

less complete circle which surrounds the

anus. As an example of the Polycerid^
we may mention the beautiful Poh/cera

lessonii of our coast, with a pale, tlesh-

colored bodj', flecked with bright green,

while the tentacles, gills, and tubercles on

the back are variously spotted with white

or yellow, and occasionally green. There

^
are several other American forms in this

family.

The Phyllirhoid.£ is a very peculiar family, whose position among the molluscs

would not be certain were it not for the fact that it possesses a lingual ribbon.

Phyllirlioe hucephahis, the best known species, is a thin, compressed, translucent ani-

FlG. bil.— Phyllirhoe bucephai. heart; i, intestine; /, lii

gland ; v, vent.
reual organs; 5, salivary

mal with a rounded, fin-like tail, which swims freely through the water in much the

same manner as a fish. The liead is furnished with two long tentacles, gills ai-e absent,

and the intestine terminates on the right side of the body. Most of the specimens

bear a jiarasitic medusa, Mtiestra parasitica. The most interesting fact connected

this animal is its jihosphorescence. At night, when swimming in the sea or in an
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aquariuin, when disturbed, its whole body is iiistiiiitly iHuininated 1)y points and dots

of light.

The DoKlDOrsiD--E is noticeable from the fact that the species, which in general

appearance resemble those of the next family, have a sucking mouth, and 'are desti-

tute of an odonto])liore and jaw, thus presenting a marked exception to all other

gasteropods.

The last and largest family of the nudibranchs is the Doeidid^, in which the ten-

tacles are laminate and retractile within sheaths, the shape of \\hich varies according

to the genus. There are about four Inmdred known species distributed in all the seas

of the world. The branchiae vary considerably in shape, but are usually branched,

and when expanded, the circle presents a close resemblance to a flower, the effect of

which is strengthened by the brilliant colors which are frequently present.

Sjjecies are most numerous north of Cape Cod. In their habits they resemble the

forms previously described. In Oncliidoria the lower jiair of tentacles are re]j]aced by

a broad membrane. In Doris the oral tentacles are distinct, and the branchiae, the

cliaracter of which is well shown in our illustrations, are ca]iable of being retracted

into a cavity. Our species which are somewhat numerous, ap])ear in favorable locali-

ties in large numbers; but, owing to the protective coloration, which may be similar to

tiie dull sea-weeds or the bright hydroids among which they dwell, they readily escape

the collector's eye. Other dark-colored forms are frequent under stones at or near low-

water mark.

Sub-Order II.— Tectibranchiata.

The name for this group is the antithesis of that employed for the last, and is used

to indicate the fact that the gills arc covered and concealed by a flap of the mantle.

The gills, it should be said in jiassing, are not homologous throughout the group. The
shell, which is usually present, is thin and delicate, and is not unfrequently concealed

by a flap of the mantle which is bent back over it. Another fact of importance is the

great development of the epipodia found in most members of the group. The eggs

are laid in long ribbons.

The first family we have to mention is the Tornatellid.e, which possesses an ovoid

spiral shell, which is usually marked with one or more s])iral rows of punctures. The
body is large, but usually can be com])letely retracted into the shell. The cephalic

tentacles are large and broad, and united at the base, while the eyes are situated on
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the outside of the tentacles near their junction with the head. The shells are mostly

small, and j^ossess but little interest ; a large proportion are fossil, ranging from the

carboniferous to the present time.

The Bullion embraces much larger forms, in which the ventricose

-^^ shell is coiled in a spiral in which the sjiire is internal. The shell, in

^
'^Sm niany forms, is spirally banded or spotted, and is more or less concealed

Ww ''-^ ^^^^ mantle and epipodia. I^h-e lingual ribbon bears one median and

nianv lateral teeth. In Bulla the eves are sessile on the middle of the

— '^ frontal fold formed by the united bases of the tentacles. The species

FiG.343.— ronm- fvequent sandy and muddy bottoms near the shore, even going into

brackish water. At the retreat of the tide they bui-row into tlie mud or

hide themselves beneath masses of seaweed. On our east coast is found H. solitaria,

a brownish spotteil form. Cylichna, which possibly deserves family rank, is repre-

sented on our shores by several small cylindrical shells which frequent slightly deeper

water than the Bullas. They move very slowly. Hambiea may be readily separated

from Bulla l)v the lack of color in the shell.

In the PiiiLiNiD^E the bases of the tentacles are united to form a broad cephalic

disc. The shell, which is covered by the mantle and epipodia, is shaped like that of

Bulla, but scarcely forms a single whorl ; in some it is internal and in others external.

Eyes may be present or absent. The species are found in water of moderate depth,

many species of Philine frequenting the shallow water along the shores.

The Aplysiid^ embraces slug-like forms known in popular parlance as 'sea-

hares.' The shell is small or wanting, and when present is covered by the mantle.

The stomach is armed with hardened teeth which ])lay no unim|iortant part in j)repar-

ing the food for digestion. The animals feed principally on other molluscs, especially

on species of y\cera (one of the Bullidae). Aplysia., the principal genus, has a pointed

oval shell, and the e])ipodia are extended in swimming. In one species {A. camelus)

numerous small glands are foimd beneath the free edge of the mantle which secrete

the purple for which these animals were celebr.ated among the ancients. Near the

base of the gill is tlie outlet of a gland, the secretion of which is said to be poisonous,

but whether any of the sea-hares have the toxic effects attributed to them, or even

have any poisonous qualities, is yet to be determined. Certain it is that all of the

group are not ]ioisonous, for one S])ecies forms an article of diet among the South

Sea Islands. Some of the European species have a very nauseous smell.
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About sixty species of Aphjsia are known from the whole world, though none are

found on our northern coasts. On the Portuguese shores thej' exist in large numbers,

Fig. 345.— Ajjlt/sia depiUtns, sea-hare.

and occasionally an easterly storm will throw them up in such quantities on the beach

as to cause an epidemic of sickness as well as to render the extraction of the purple

a matter of economic importance.

The last family of the Opisthobranchs to lie mentioned is the Pleueobranchid.e,

represented on our coasts by the recently dis- _ ^ ..-j__ ^ ,_,

covered lYOOnsia obesa. In all the inemliers - _ — "°°^fca.jj

of the family the u]iper jaw is wanting, the tjc; _- , -5;^,=
^

—

'
-

stomach very complicated, and divi<lcd into

several compartments. The shell, which is

usually present, is either borne on the back

like that of a limpet, or it is concealed as in

the typical genus Pleiirohraiiclms. These

forms, when creeping slowly through the

water, remind one of turtles, ami in some

the reseml)lance is strengthened by the dis-

tribution of color. In their living state most =|: j^^
of the forms are very handsome. TJmhrelhi

^.^^. ^j,^ ^,

is an aptly named genus, for the shell which

covers tlie back bears no little resemblance to the familiar object bearing the same

name.

Order II. — PULMONATA.
The Pnlmonata or Pulmonifera is a group of terrestrial or fresh-water molluscs in

which respiration is effected by means of a lung or pulmonary sac, no gills being

developed. All the members are hermaphroditic, and an operculum is never formed.

Not all the land and fresh-water gasteropods are here included, for, as we shall see

further on, many families which have the same habits are entirely at variance with

the Pnlmonata in the essentials of structure— most prominent being, that, in the one,

the visceral nervous loop is straight; in the other, a twisted condition is found.
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The pulmonary sac is formed by tlie union of the edge of tlie mantle to the body,

leaving a small round or oval entrance to a large sac, richly supplied with blood-ves-

sels, lu most of the order this lung serves for breathing air, even in the aquatic

forms. The operation can readily be witnessed in such a form as Linmcea, when kept

in confinement. At nearly regular intervals the snail will creep to the surface of the

water, and force a bubble of air out of the respiratory orifice, then more air is taken

in, and the snail descends .again to its pastures. Recent investigations on the Limneans

from the profound depths of some of the Swiss lakes have shown some interesting

features in connection with this lung. Of course, snails living at these great depths

could not ascend to the surface for a supply of air, and it was found that they had

acquired a capacity of breathing the oxygen contained in the water, although no gills

were present. It is also interesting to observe that all the fresh-water pulmonates

fill their lung sac with water in the younger stages, and only later do they adopt

the aerial respiration. The jjulmonary sac also subserves another function ; it

forms avery effective hydrostatic apparatus, as, by variations in its size, and con-

sequently in the amount of air, these animals are enableil to rise or sink in the water

at will.

The opening to the pulmonary chamber is, of course, at the edge of the maiitle and

hence, as this part of the body is subject to considerable variation in size, the res]nra-

tory opening is far from constant in position. In the common snails (-Se&), for in-

stance, it is on the right side of the body, just within the shell as the animal is crawling

along, while in Testacella, where the mantle is vei-y small, it is found near the posterior

end of the body. Even the side of the body on which the resjiiratory orifice is placed

is not constant; in most it is found on the right side of the liody, Init occasionally it

occupies the median line behind.

Even greater variations are found in the shell. In some it is lai'ge enough to contain

the whole body when retracted, some have it reduced to a scale-like plate on the sur-

face, others have it small and internal, while in still

others it is entirely absent. Usually it is coiled in a

spiral the whorls of which are dextral (revolving from

left to i-ight) but in some genera the reverse is the

case and the shell is wound from right to left. Even
in those which are normally dextral, sinistral mon-

strosities occur. It is a common idea, but an utterly

erroneous one, that the shells north of the equator are

coiled in one direction, and south of that line in the

^"'i^kiila-i^Su^T^IS^tri^^''' pther, the coil of the shell following the snn. A little

investigation of our fresh-water shells will jiroduce

evidence utterly contradicting this. Only in the family Amphibolidre is an operculum

formed, but the other members of the order secrete a mucus which hardens and tightly

seals the aperture of the shell. This is known as the epiphragm and is formed when
the animal retires in winter or in a season of drought. On the return of moist weather,

it is broken down and the snail resumes its wanderings. In ClausiUa this epijjhragm

is a jiermanent structure and is fastened to the mouth of the shell by an elastic stalk,

so that it works as a spring door.

The lingual ribbon is short and broad, and is armed with rows of very numerous
teeth, there being sometimes over two hundred in a single row. Each tooth has a

broad base and acute or denticulated recurved tips. This ribbon is opposed in some
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forms bv an upper jaw composed of either one or three j)ieces ; in others, no upper jaw

is present.

The generative apparatus is rather complex and affords good systematic characters.

The most noticeable feature is that from the ovo-

testis a single duct proceeds, which afterward

divides into two tubes, one connecting with

the male, the other with the female copulatory

organs. In the Helicid» peculiar crystalline,

fluted, chitinous, or calcified rods or darts {sjyic-

uhi amoris) are formed, the functions of which

are still problematical.

The eggs are laid in moist places, in damp
earth, under dead leaves, etc. ; or, by the aquatic

species, in the water. Those of Limncea and

Planorbis are easily studied during their devel-

o]iment. In Umax,— the eggs of which are

laid separately, each one resembling a drop of

dew— when the embryo is far along in its de-

velopment, a jieculiar pulsating sac is formed

in the middle of the foot, the function of whicli

is as yet uidvnown.

Sub-Okder I. — Basommatophora.

The position of the eyes affords a good char- j-io. 348. -Embryo of Umax; d, yolk; e, eve;

acter for a division of the Pulmonata into two {{^,1^:^^^^:^!^'^;^^^^^^::^
sub-orders. In the present group the visual granules..

organs are seated at the base of the solid, contractile feelers; the velum of the larva is

retained in the adult ; and the male and female generative apertures are separate and

[ilaced on the right side of the neck. Most of the members of the sub-order are aquatic

in habits, though some lead more or less terrestrial lives.

The family Amphibolid.k, which occurs only in the New Zealand seas, serves to

connect the pulinonates with the opisthobranchs. They live in the salt marshes,

where the water is at least brackish, but are partially aerial in tlieir respiration, although

rudimentary gills are present. The shells are closed by a horny operculum. In

these two features the Amphibolidse differ from all other pulinonates. The shell is

spiral and thick, the spire sliort and the wliorls shouldered. The native New Zea-

landers eat the animal.

The families G.vijixid.e and Siphonarid.k embrace together about a hundred
species of limpet-like pulmonates, with sliell and habits nearly like Acmrnu and Patella.

No species are found on the east coast of the United States.

Concerning the Aubiculid^ more can be said. The animals are mostly tropical;

still several small species are found even in the northern states. The spiral shell is us-

ually thick and solid, and covered with an epidermis. The spire is short, the body
whorl large, and the outer lip is thick and frequently armed interiorly with teetli

which considerably contract the aperture. Simil.ar teeth are found on the columellar

lij). The respiratory pore is ]iosterior, and the male and female reproductive organs are

widely separated. Tlie moutli is armed with a horny jaw.

VOL. I. —20
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The Auriculidie are mostly found in the neighborhood of the sea, especially in salt

marshes. The genus Auricula, from which the family derives its name, has but a very

remote resemblance to an ear ; the species are all inhabitants of

brackish-water swamps in tropical regions, and are characterized

by an absence of teeth on the outer lip of the long and narrow

aperture. In Scarabus the shell is laterally compressed, so that

the edges are angular; the ajjerture would be large were it not for

the teeth which arise from both lips, and the spire of the shell is

acute. The species all come from the tropical parts of the eastern

hemisphere, where they live in the woods near the shore.

Alexia is represented in the United States by a single s]iecies,

A. tnyosotis, which does not extend farther south than New Jersey.

In Europe it is found on the shores of the Atlantic and the Medi-

terranean. It frequents places where it is covered by the tide for

several hours each day, moving in

a very sluggish manner. Fresh

water kills it. Other species are

found in Europe and the West
Indies. The shell is of a general

dark horn color and bears two
tooth-like folds on the columella.

Canjchium is much like Pupa in

shape, and our single species, C. ex-

igtncm, is widely distributed under "^
stones and moss in damj) places,

and is the only member of the

family which in the United States is found far from the sea.

^ In the s]jecies of 3felampus the shell is ovate in outline, the spire

short, and the outer lip acute. Four species are found in the United

States, one on the Pacific and three on the Atlantic coasts. One of

the southern forms has received the specific name coffea, from its re-

semblance in size, shape, and color to a kernel of coffee. This species and an-

other, M. flavus, occur in the United States only in Florida, exce]it

when introduced elsewhere by means of vessels trading with southern

and West Indian ])orts. The remaining species, M. bidentatns, is com-
mon in the grass of every salt marsh from Massachusetts to Texas.

When young, this is a very pretty species, being brownish in color,

marked with revolving reddish bands, and the whole highly polished

;

but the adults are dirty and eroded. The length of a large specimen is

about h.alf an inch.

A The species of Cassidula have a subquadrate body whorl and very

i\]\ short spire ; and the outer and inner lips are toothed. The species all

J^yj belong to the Indo-Pacifie region, frequenting mangrove swamps and

rocky shores. The species of Pedipes are all ti'opical and sub-trojiical.

They have a looping gait like that of a measuring worm, and with this

jieculiarity in locomotion is correllated a transverse groove on the foot.

The members of the genus are among the most active of molluscs. No species occur

in the United States, the nearest approach being Lower California, where P. lirata

Fig. 351. — A
exia myosot

Fig. 352. — Cary-
chium ex'tguum.

Fig. 353.— Me
tampus b'uhn
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occurs. Otina is not rejiresented in the United States. The shells are ear-shaped,

and colored, and the animals have the same method of locomotion as Pedtpes, living

among rocks between tide-marks.

All of members of the LiirXyEiD.E or pond-snail family are inhabitants of fresh

water, and, so far as investigations show, are most numerous in temperate regions.

Over six hundred nominal species exist, which belong largely to the genera Planofbis,

Physa, and Limnma. The shells are very variable in shape, but, with but little expe-

rience, one readily recognizes the members of the family. In some, tlie shell is a long

Fig. 354. — Different forms of Limmea elodes.

spiral, others have it coiled like a bit of tape, while still others have a shell without

trace of spiral, but flattened and limpet-like. Each of these three types of shell is

regarded as affording characters of sub-family rank, and we ha\e the Limnseins,

Planorbinae, and Ancylinaj respectively.

The pond-snails are exclusively vegetable feeders. They frequent the still waters of

sluggish streams and ponds, their thin shells being poorly adapted for a life in rapidly

running creeks. They usually require to go to the surface to breathe, but, as noticed

on a previous page, tliis is not always the case. The eggs are laid in clusters attached

to sub-aquatic objects and imbedded in a gelatinous matrix. Frequently specimens

may be seen progressing at the surface nf the water shell downwards, the bottom of

Fig. 355. — LimiKea stagnatts, pond-snail.

the foot being just above the liquid. An interesting fact, first )iointed out by Pro-
fessor E. Ray Lankester, is that in this family the velum persists in the adult, nearly as

large relatively as in tlie veliger stage. Though these forms have been much studied,

this fact escaped observation until 1883.

First in order comes the genus Linmcea with a thin, horn-colored, slender, spiral

shell and a large aperture. Important in separating this from the next genus to be
mentioned is the fact that the shell is always dextral, that is, the whorls revolve from
left to right. In times of drought the Limneaiis burrow into the mud and close the
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Fig. 356. — Limnaa
megasoma.

a))erture of the shell with an epiphragin like that of the Helicidfe, thus preventing any

desiccation of the fluids of the body. When the rains again till the ponds, they come

out of their burrows and lead a free life. Of the species but little

can be said, and we will let our figures speak for themselves. All

figured are from the United States, though several are found in

Europe as well. Doubtless, when these forms are studied in the

])roj)er manner, by rearing in confinement all of the progeny of

a single pair, and continuing the operation for several generations,

it will be found that many of the so-called species are but vagaries.

Indeed, Mr. P. R. Wiiitfield has done this with specimens of Lim-

naa megasoma and has found that, in this way, variations were

produced, which conchologists, not knowing the history of the

group, would describe as distinct species. Mi'. Whitfield's experi-

ments however, were not conclusive, as there was n]i)iarcntly a

lack of nutrition and a higher temperature than the normal,

which doubtless had an effect on the forms produced.

LimncBa is essentially a northern genus, reaching its highest

development in North America, in the British possessions

;

Physa on the other hand, is more southerly. It htis a thin,

amber-colored shell, the whorls of which revolve from right to

left. Tlie species are much more active than those of Limncea.

1'he tentacles are long and slender, and the jaw is formed of a

single piece. Twenty-three so-called species occur in North

America.

The genus PomplLohjx is noticeable, from the fact that,

while the shell is de.\tral, the genitalia open on the left side

of the body. The shell is short and broad. Three species are

known, all from the Pacific region of the United States. They were formerly su])posed

to have two pairs of eyes.

In Planorhis the shell is wound in a flat spiral, like a roll of tape,

showing the whorls on either side. The animals jirefer still water,

where they move about in a sluggish manner. About a hundred and

fifty species have been described, of which about twenty-five occur in

Fig. 358.— Ptan- the United States. Any description of the various forms would ])rove

tiresome reading for any but the systematic student.

The S]iecies of Ancylus and Gimdlachia are shaped nearly like the limpets Acmcea
and Crepidula, and, judging from the shell alone, one would not realize

that the animals were so distinct. These fresh-water limpets have the
'^^

same habits as their marine equivalents. They live attached to the ^
under sides of stones below the surface of the water, feeding on con- ^
fervas and other plants. In both, the body is sinistral, the genital open-

ings being on the left side of the body. In Ancylus, of which we have

about twenty species in the United States, the shell is not at all spiral, but in Gund-
luchia it resemljles (Jrepidxda in this respect. Two species of the latter genus are

found within our boundaries, the three remaining s]iecies being from the West Indies

and Tasmania.

The fresh-water ptilmonates are badly infested with parasites, most of which are

stages of worms which reach their complete development in some of the vertebrates.

Iti. 007.— a, riiiina aniput-
lacca; b, P. elongata, c,

P. heterostropha.

Fig. 359. —
cylus.
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On a preceding page has been detailed the history of the liver-fluke, Distoma, which

passes a portion of its life in a species of l^inuuea, and this- is far from a solitary

examjjle. These snails are eaten by fishes and birds, and in the stomach of the eater,

the larvjE are set free, and enter into a new stage of existence. In some few cases

the history has been thoroughly worked out, but in the majority there is a field for

investigation, which will give the careful student wonderful results. The subject is

difficult to study, but, with time and patience its problems may be solved.

Sub-Order II. — Stylommatophora.

The great majority of the 8tylommat()|iliora are terrestrial, and are readily distin-

guished from the other sub-order by having two pairs of tentacles, the superior pair

bearing the eyes at the extremity. These tentacles may be sim|)ly retracted, or, as in

the common snails the tip can be turned in like the finger of a glove, a condition de-

scribed as invaginate. In most of the sub-order the

genital orifices are united.

The first family to be considered is the Onohidiid e

which embraces a few terrestrial and aquatic forms fioni

warm latitudes. They have the male and female orihces

widely separated, and the eye-bearing tentacles simi)l\

contractile and not capable of being invaginated. No
shell occurs in the family. Onchidiiem has been un
dered prominent by the researches of Semper. lhi>

naturalist studied one of the species found in the easttiu

seas, and found that, besides the eyes borne on the end

of the tentacles, the whole dorsal surface was coveud

with visual organs, a fact which will recall the more it.,.,,, . ,
_ , . Fig 3C0 —Oiicl ihum tonganum

cent discoveries or Moseley witii regard to the chitons.

These eyes are different from those borne on the tentacles in the fact that, in struc-

ture and development, they are like those of vertebrates, the nervous fibres penetr.a-

ting the layer of rods and cones, and being distributed over their inner surface.

Whether these eyes exist in all species of Onchidhim is not known, as all have not

yet been made the subject of proper histological investigation. Why these eyes

should be developed here is uncertain. The only explanation as yet advanced is that

of Semper. The Onchidia live on the shores of the ocean, where they creep about in

a slug-like manner. They ])lay an important part in the diet of the jumping fish,

Periophthahnus, which leaves the water and travels about on the beach left bare by the

retreating tide, looking for food. Semper supposes that these eyes are of considerable

use in avoiding this enemy of the race.

The genera OnchiddJn and Peronia are also marine and live on algre. They are

amphibious, and if ke))t moist, they can live for a long time removed from the water.

Veronicella is a terrestrial genus represented by a single species in Florida, and several

others in the tropics of the old and new vrorlds. They live in families under trees and

stones, whence they come forth at night, ascending trees, etc., in their search for food.

Unlike the slugs, which they resemble in general appearance, they leave no slimy tracks

behind them. They lay their eggs in long gelatinous threads, fifteen or twenty being

contained in a single string.

In all the remaining families the generative orilices are united, but the question of
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Fig. 361. — Testacella haliotidea.

what constitutes a fcamily here is not yet settled. We have endeavored to take a con-

servative course in this respect, and hence but few families represent the dany divi-

sions which exist in some systems. The first is the Testacellid.b, in which the animal

is like the familiar garden slug, but bears a small shell on the hinder end of the body,

and the mouth has no upper jaw. The genus Testacella is European and is noticeable

from the fact that it foims an exception to the other jnilmonates in being predatory

and carnivorous. Its prin-

cipal diet is earth-^^orms.

It lives beneath the surface

of the earth, and follows

the' worms down their bur-

rows. Other articles of food

are snails and slugs, and it

will even eat its own spe-

cies. It, however, wants its

prey alive, and even refuses

pieces of a fresh worm which

has been chopped \\\> to feed

it. Many tales are told of

its ferocity and cunning. They are said to live for five or six years ; at the approach

of cold weather they burrow deep into the earth, and, with the mucus they secrete,

they form a cocoon in which they spend the winter.

Allied to Testacella, but still entitled to family rank, is a grouii which is called

Oleacinid^e. As in the last family, an upper jaw is wanting, but the shell is much
better developed and capable of containing the body when retracted. Most prom-

inent is the genus Glandiua, with about a hundred and twenty-five species. It has a

fusiform shell with a thin, sliarp, outer lij). Glandina truncata, our best known species,

extends from South Carolina to Texas, and possibly further south. It prefers moist

situations, and thrives in the Everglades of Florida, living in humjJS of coarse grass. It

is partially if not wliolly carnivorous, but, unlike Testacella, it is not averse to dead

animal matter, ami will eat that which is partially decayed. It is even cannibalistic.

Its tongue is armed with numerous long, sharp teeth, with which it rasps off large

mouthfuls of its prej'. The shell is usually ashy fawn color, more or less tinged with

jiink, which soon fades after death. In a Central American species, G. rosea, the

color persists to a much greater extent. Some of the South American species are

much more predacious than our forms, and do not hesitate to attack snails as large

or larger than themselves.

In Streptaxis, a South American genus, the shell is more like that of the normal

species of Helix (to be described below), but there is a curious distortion. The axis

of the shell is bent so that the lower whorls are not parallel to the earlier ones.

The American family Cylindkellid.« needs but a passing mention. The shell, as

the name indicates, is shaped like a cylinder, comj)Osed of many whorls, the last being

usually more or less detached from the others, and terminated by a circular mouth.

The animals have sluggish motions, and drag their shell horizontally behind them. A
few species are found in Florida, but the family reaches its liighest de^elojiment in

the tropics, especially in the West India Islands.

The Helicid^ is by far the largest family of pulmonates ; indeed, it contains more
species than all the other families together. Over sixty-five hundred species have
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been described. A concise definition of tlie group is impossible, yet all of its mem-

bers are readily recognized by the tyro as belonging to the family. There is an in-

describable something which at once tells the student that the specimen before him

belongs to the family Helicidre. Still, notwithstanding the fact that we cannot frame

a satisfactory definition, it will be well to review a few of the characters found in the

grou]).

In all, the upper jaw is present and opposable to the lingual ribbon; the tentacles

which bear the eyes are longest and can be invaginated. The shell is spiral, usually

well developed, and capable of containing the whole animal ; the reproductive orifice

is near the base of the right ocular tentacle. An immense number of genera and sub-

genera have been made in order to render the identification and classification of the

numerous species an easier task. Even the family Helicidfe has been broken up into

divisions, each of which have been accorded family rank, but which here are regarded

as sub-families. Space and the patience of our readers will allow but the mention of

but a few forms, while our illustrations will show the general appearance of many of

the species found in the United States, as well as a few from foreign countries.

The Helicidfe are all terrestrial, herbivorous animals, which delight in woods, es-

pecially in limestone regions. In Europe, some species have proved

themselves nuisances to the agriculturist, but with us they have not

yet done much damage. Our American forms seem to avoid culti-

vated places, and the little damage done tlie farmer or gardener by

the molluscs is occasioned by the slugs {Limax) and a few imported

snails. Why there should be this difference between the snails of Europe and America

is not easy to say
;
possibly it is because our native species have not yet had time to

adapt themselves to the changed conditions which accompany civilization ; and they

still adhere to the traditions of their fathers.

The land snails possess great vitality, and as an illustration we cannot refrain from

quoting the wonderful history of a specimen of Helix desertoruni, which has figured

in many a work on the subject of the Mollusca. This s]iecimen was brought from

Egvpt to England. It "was fixed to a tablet in the British museum on the '25th of

March, 1846; and on the 7th of March, 1850, it was observed that he must have

come out of his shell in the interval (as the paper had been discolored, apparently in

his attempt to get away) ; but, finding escape impossible, had again retired, closing

his shell with the usual glistening film ; this led to his immersion in tepid water and

marvellous recovery." Even longer was the life of a specimen of Helix veatc/ni, from

Lower California, detailed by Dr. R. E. C. Stearns. This individual lived six years,

from 1859 to 1865, in confinement, without food.

The time of oviposition is from April to June. The number of eggs varies from

thirty to fifty or more. They are laid in the light, moist mould, each one separate, or

united by the slightly adhesive exterior. There is no gelatinous matrix like that

found in the aquatic forms. In laying the eggs, the snail usually burrows its head into

the soil, sti'etching the body to the utmost extent. Since the reproductive orifice, as

has been said, is beneath the upper tentacles, this places the eggs at a distance beneath

the surface aliout e(iual to the length of the body in front of the shell. Other species

actually burrow beneath the surface to the depth of three or foiir inches before laying

their eggs, so as to insure a moist condition.

It is related that the eggs jwssess great vitality, and that they are capable of with-

standinn; desiccation. When so dry that they had lost all form, and were reduced to
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a friable condition, an exposure of but a single hour to moisture restored their fonner

form and elasticity, and the egg developed in the normal manner. The writer, in his

studies of the development of Limax, did not have such results. The eggs, after

drying, were readily swollen by a moist atmosphere ; but if the desiccation had been

too long continued (even without heat), the eggs failed to develop farther.

Like most of the shelled pulmonates, the Helicidte in temperate climates form an

epiphragm to close the shell during the winter hibernation, and in the hotter portions

of the globe during the dry season. The method of forming this lias thus been de-

scribed. " The animal being withdrawn into the shell, the collar is brought to a level

with the aperture, and a quantity of mucus is poured out from it and covers it. A
small quantity of air is then emitted from the resjiiratory foramen, which detaches the

mucus from the collar, and projects it in a convex form like a bubble. At the same

time the animal retreats farther into the shell, leaving a vacuum between itself and

the membrane, which is consequently ]iressed back by the external air to a level with

the aperture, or even farther, so as to form a concave surface, where, having become

desiccated and hard, it remains fixed. These operations are nearly simultaneous, and

occupy but an instant. As the weather becomes colder, the animal retires fartlier into

the shell and makes another septum, and so on, until sometimes there are as many as

six of these partitions ; the circulation becomes slow ; the pulsations of the heart, which

in the season of activity vary from forty to sixty in a minute, according to the tem-

perature of the air, decrease in frequency and strength, until they at length become

imperceptible ; the other functions of the body cease, and a state of torjndity succeeds,

which is interru])ted only by the heat of the next spring's sun." With the snails which

occupy a constantly warm, moist climate like that of Florida, there is no period of

hibernation ; they are active throughout the year.

First in order comes the Vitrininre, of which the genus Jltriiia is the tyi'e. Here

the thin spiral shell is too small to contain the entire animal, and is

composed of a few rajiidly enlarging whorls. The species ai-e very

active and live in moist situations, usually feeding on vegetable sub-

stances, but not in all cases being averse to an animal diet. Three

species of this genus are found in the United States, while there are

about a hundred in the entire world. The most common form in our

territory is that figured, V. 2xllucida.

In the next sub-family, the Zonitinse, but two genera need our

attention. In the genus 3[acroct/clis, of which only one species is

found east of the Rocky Mountains, the thin shell has a wide um-
bilicus and a sharp outer lip. M. concava is comparatively common
and leads an active life. It is very voracious, and feeds upon other

species of the family. Its body is narrow and ^^ ^,

very extensible, and it thrusts it into the shell of ' " : i " ' ' ;'

other species and feeds on the soft parts at its

leisure. Zonites contains many more species than the genus just

mentioned, in which tlie shell is much like that in Jfacroci/ch'c, the

differences being found almost entirely in the dentition and in the

soft jiarts. Z. cellaria is an European species which has been in-

troduced into America, where it is now common in the seaport

towns along the Atlantic coasts. It lives in cellars and in hothouses and gardens.

The way in which it has been introduced is uncertain. From its habits it would

(^
Fig. 363. — Vltr'ma

peliucida.
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appear probable that it came along with hot-house plants, or that its eggs may have

adhered to some wine cask and found suitable conditions for development in the

cellars of the new world. Many other species are found in the United States, most of

them being small and inconspicuous, Z. milium being one of our smallest shells.

The genus IlelLv has been divided into innumerable sub-genera and tribes, the de-

tails of which should lie sought in special works. This genus is the first of the sub-

familv Ilclicina^, in which the spiral shell is thicker and stouter than in the preceding

divisions, and capable of containing the entire animal when retracted. Most of the

species have the outer lip thickened and reflected, and not infrequently the aperture is

greatly reduced by tooth-like processes which

may arise fi'om the columella or the outer lip,

or from both. The species are usually much
larger than those in the sub-families just passed.

The characters of the genus Helix are very

poorly defined, and the shape of the shell varies

between very wide extremes. In some the

spiral is high, in others it is nearly flat. In

most of our northern species the shell is horn-

colored without ornamentation, but in the

tropics brightly colored species are the rule. fig. siw. — y/i/i,c iH./.(»r«,MB.

The color may be laid on in blotches, or more

frequently in stripes, which follow' the spiral of the shell as in the adjacent figure of

Ilc'/i.r siidunensis, which, as its name indicates, comes from Africa.

With such a wealth of species to choose from (about thirty-five hundred being-

known) it is a difticult task to select the few which our space will admit. Our most

common s|>ecies is possilily HelLr <(lholabrls, which, when adult, reaches a diameter of

about one inch. In the young the outer lip is thin and sharp; but

when the full size has been reached, the lip becomes thickened and

reflected, or turned outwards, and covered with a white jiorcellanous

de])osit which gives the specific name. Usually the columella is

smooth, but occasionally specimens are found in which a tooth is

developed. This species is found most abundantly in forests of hard

wood. In the southern states its place is taken bv a similar but much larger S23ecies,

Helix major.

The garden-snail of Europe, H. hortensis, has been introduced into several places

along our eastern coasts. It is very common on the islands in and near the harbor of

Salem, Mass., where, together with Helix alternata, it lives in the long grass and among

the juniper-trees. This species has a white lip, and is usually ornamented with a vary-

ing number of reddish lines which follow^ the spiral of the shell. Each

of the islands mentioned has its own peculiar pattern of ornamenta-

tion, which seems to have been derived from the first animals intro-

duced. The method in which this species obtained a foothold on

these islands (several of which are small and uninhabited, and sepa-

rated by a mile or more of salt water from the shore) is even less

easily decided than in the case of the Zoiiites cellaria.

Sever.al of the European species are used as food, and one, Helix j^'imatia, the Koman
snail, has long occupied a place in the economy of the Latin races. This and Helix as-

persa are to-day extensively eaten by the French, and the latter species was introduced

Fig. 361.— hmx
bolabris, young.

Fig. 36M. — HcU.t
ftortensLf, gar-
den snail.
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into Charleston, S. C, by the French inhabitants for the purposes of food. The writer

several years ago, tried the experiment of introducing it into Xew England; but

although the places where specimens were distributed have since

been carefully searched, none have been found. It may be that

the east winds and the cold of winter prove too much for it.

Some if not all of our American species are edible ; JT. thyroides,

when treated with vinegar, has a very peculiar but pleasant taste,

excelling, in this respect. Helix albolahris.

Another common species in the United States is Helix alter-

natd, in which the outer lip is sharp and the horn-colored shell is

ornannnted with blotches of dark brown. In New York and New
England it is even more common than // albohibris, occurring not

only in the woods, but in the open fields as well, although it seems

far more dependent on moisture than some of the other species.

It is not so palatable as H. thi/foules. Allied to H alteriiata is the

,^~, pretty, but small species, H. asteriscns, in which

V 1^^ the whorls are ornamented by a number of trans-

w*A J verse ribs. It is only found in the northern states.

Fig. 371.— JJeiixasteris- Helix hurpa, which has a boreal distribution, is fi'=- ?r,a. — Helix

ens '1 • •
atlirnata.

found on both continents. The shell is high, and

oniameiited on the two lower whorls by transverse ribs. "The body is so translucent,

that, when extended, the ganglionic centres can be plainly seen. In motion it is ex-

ceedingly graceful, at times poising its beautiful shell high abo\-e its ^<5;-rt»-,

body, and twirling it around, not unlike a Phyisa, again hugging its

pretty harp close to its body ; the shell when in this last position, con-

tinually oscillates as if the animal [which is very small in proportion

to its shell] could not balance it ; it rarely ever moves in a straight

line but is always turning and whisking about, and this is done at

times very quickly and abruptly."

In a large number of species like Helix

sai/i, dentifera, etc., a tooth is always dc-

velojjed on the columella, like that occa-

sionally found in Helix allMlabris, while in

another series, including tridentafa, palUata, etc., the aper-

tui-e is still farther contracted by the development of one or

more teeth from the inside of the outer lip. In one of this

latter group, H. hirsiUa, the aperture is \ er\' narrow, and the

outside of the shell is covered with numerdus short, stiff

hairs.

The sjiecies of HulimiM are largely tropical, and tlie ma-

jority of the three hundred and odd species come from South

America. The animal is much like that of Helix, but the

shell is longer and has but a few whorls, while the lip is

thickened, reflected, and continuous with a callus layer on

the columella. Most of the species are large, some being

among the giants of the pulmonates, only exceeded by the

AcJiatincB to be mentioned in a moment. The largest species is Sidinms ovatus which

is common in the forests of southeastern Brazil ; the shell reaches a length of six inches.

Tig. 31Z.— BuUmus.
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This species is an article of food and is sold in the markets of Rio Janeiro. Its eggs are

also very large ; they have a white calcareous shell, and equal in size those of a pigeon.

Fig. 374.— Helix palliata. Fig. 376. — Helix denti/en

Ider works several species of Unhnnis weie credited to the United States,

cent studies show that these forms belono- elsewhere in schemes of classifi-

In the

but more i

cation.

In some of the South Sea Islands, especially in the Society group, occur a number

of land shells united under the generic name Partida. These are brightly colored and

much like 3ulimus in shape. Formerly they were very abundant ; but a few years ago

a great storm utterly destroyed the groves in which they were found and almost extin-

guished the genus. Unlike most of the pulmonates they bring forth their young alive,

Fu 77 - I Imliii I III III I

and the shells are more frecjuently sinistral than in the other genera of the Ilelicida?.

In the genus Binneyu occurs a peculiarity first noticed by Dr. J. G. Cooper. The
species are all inhabitants of Mexico and Southern California. At the approach of the

dry season they retreat as do the Helices of more northern climes in the winter. Still,

as the shell is too small to contain the whole body, the epiphragm is greatly enlarged

so that it covers all the jiarts which would otherwise be exposed. This epiphragmal

envelope is white and parchment-like.
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The sub-family AcLatininae embraces forms miieh like the Helicina; but distinguished

by lingual dentition and by the fact that the lip is usually sharp, the columella trunca-

ted, the shell with an elongate spire, the body whorl being swollen. The genus Achu-

tina, the agate shells, derives its name from the usually banded species. It embraces

the largest species of iiulraonates known, even exceeding the genus ^(«//w«s in this re-

spect, as some of the shells measure ten inches in length. The eggs are of 2)roportion-

ate size and have a calcareous shell. Most of the species are found in Africa, where

they live in trees, descending to the ground to lay their eggs.

In tlie genus Achatinelhi, the dextral or sinistral shell is much like that of JBulimus

in outline, but is distinguished among other characters by the spiral fold which accom-

jianies the columella. The species are coniined to the Haw.iian Islands, but their num-
ber lias been nmltiplied to an utterly unwarranted extent, no less than tlii'ee hundred

having been described. All are very i)retty shells, with a jiolished exterior, and striped

and spotted with liright colors, red, green, and Virown ])rc<l(iminating. We well know

- Pupa Fig. 38U.— Pupa
pttitoflon.

Fig. 382. — p{ij}a

fa/lax.

how inconstant is the number of bands in the land shells of the United States, where

the same s])ecies may be plain or oi-namented with one or several spiral bands, but

these Acliatinelhe have been divided up mostly on similar characters. They live

largely on the low shrulibery near the sea, but since the introduction of cattle on the

islands they have become much less common than formerly, on account of the destruc-

tion of their food plants; and their ultimate extinction is but a question of time.

In the PuPiDJE, we have a large number of generally small, many whorled, more or

less cylindrical shells, in which the aj.erture is frequently contracted by tooth-like

processes, like those previously described in some of the Helices. Our American

species of Pj/^/(( are almost all very minute, so that it requires good eyes to collect

Fig, .iss._ rertigo Fig. 3S-}. — Verfirio Fig. 387.— Ff
s'nnplex

them. They seem to be even more dependent on moisture than most other land

shells. The species are lar<>-ely based on the number and form of the teeth of the aper-

ture, the variations in which may be seen in our figures of some of the more common
species from the United States. One of the most important distinctions between

Vertiffo and Pupa lies in the fact that in the latter genus the cephalic tentacles are

jiresent, though small, while in the former they are absent.

The genus Clausilia occurs in the regions surrounding the Mediterranean, its



MOLLUSCS. 317

seven liuu<lreil nnmiiKiI speeies being (Usti-il)uted in Europe, Asia, and Afriea. The

shell is long and cylindrical or fusiform, and is usually coiled from right to left, although

dextral forms occur. The animal is also sinistral, the genital and respira-

tory orifices being on the left side of tiie body. The aperture is usually

distinct from the rest of the shell, being separated by a neck or constric-

tion. We liave already alluded to the peculiar jiernianent epiphragni

'vitli which these forms close the aperture.

The members of the family Succinid.e have a world-wide distril)u-

tiiin, and are usually found near the nnirgins of ponds and streams. The

shell much resembles that of the Limne.ins, though tlie two families are

widely different. The family is distinguished from all others by the

upper jaw, which consists of the usual arcuate portion backed up by a

quadrate plate. The shell is very thin and transi)arent, .ind niudc u]i of

a few rapidly enlaroing whorls. The principal genus is ,Succineu, of fi«-. SbS. - c/om-

which about two hundred s]iecies are known. These forms have an

oval aperture and a sharp outer lip, and are usually
'

c regarded as amphibious or even as preferring a sub-

m/%, i^v aquatic life. This belief does not appear to be well

V J \ 1 founded, for, although they are found near the mar-

gins of streams, thi'V li\i' exclusively in the air,

Fic,.3S9. — a, Succineatotteniana: b, fi. and some of tlu'ui are found far from any body of
oralis ; c, S. avara.

' '

water.

At the time of drought, and nt the npproai'Ii of winter, they draw the body com-

pletely within the shell, .'uid form an epijihragni like that of the Hdkes. The shell

is amber-colored or whitish. Our most common species are SucrAnea avara, and S.

obliqiia.

The terrestrial ])ulmonates in which the shell is internal or absent are known in

popular )iarlanee as slugs, while in scientific works they are united into a family to

which the name LijrAciDJS is applied. Their general a))]>earance is too well known to

call for any detailed descrijitiou, yet there are certain features which have a morpho-

logical significance to be mentioned. On the dorsal surface of the body, near the

anterior end, is a fleshy plate, the mantle. At or near the i-ight margin of this,

is the opening of the respiratory pore. The iiead is well defined and provided with

tentacles.

The slugs are chiefly nocturnal, and this fact accounts for the few ordinarily seen,

although there may be thousands about. In the daytime they secrete themselves

under boards, fallen trees, etc., where there is at least partial darkness, but at night

they come out to feed. They do a great amount of diunage in gardens, as they feed
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largely on vegetation, although they are not averse to an animal diet. Since they

hide themselves during the day, the damage they occasion is usually attributed to birds,

and the larvae of insects, but the presence of slugs can usually be recognized by the pres-

ence of streaks of glistening slime in the neighborhood. Most of the terrestrial pulmon-

ates are able to secrete a mucus froni their body, and in some there are special pores

for its emission. In the sings this capacity reaches a great development, and as they

crawl along they leave a streak behind them, which, on di-ying, produces the glistening

marks referred to. This secretion of mucus is to a certain extent defensive, and

when the animals are irritated the amount is greatly increased. This fact gives us a

simple method of checking their ravages, which is to sprinkle coal-ashes around the

plants which it is desired to protect. The fine grit of the ashes irritates them, and they

pour out the mucus to such an extent that they are soon exhausted, and besides, since

it rapidly hardens on exposure to the air, they are soon rendered prisonei's.

This secretion of mucus is used in another way. Slugs frequently climb trees in

search of fruit, and when through feeding they take a quicker method of descending

than their ordinary snail's pace. The foot pours out a lot of mucus, which is passed

along to the posterior end. This mucus is then attached to the limb on which the

animal is, and then the slug casts itself loose. Its weight draws the mucus out into a

fine thread, and, more being secreted, the slug lets itself down after the fashion of a

spider, with this exception ; it has not the power of returning to the point of support.

This power of forming a thread has been observed in almost all the American species,

at least when young ; but some of the larger forms, when adult, are too heavy to trust

their weight to such a slender support.

We have spoken of their ravages in gardens, but in America they have not yet

become such a pest as in Eui'ope. There they are classed along with caterpillars,

locusts, and rats, and a war of extermination is waged against them. In olden times the

power of the church was invoked against them, but prayers and anathemas failed to

cause their extinction, or in fact any appreciable diminution of their numbers. There

is another aspect which should not be passed by without mention. Slugs have long

been supposed to have medicinal qualities, the rudimentary shell being regarded as

especially efficacious. This belief can hardly be regarded as extinct, as Mr. Binney

says that " during the year 1863, a syruj) of snails was jirescribed to members of my
family, by two regular French physicians in Paris." During the middle ages, when
sujjerstition ran riot, of course they were much more highly esteemed. The shell was

regarded as an amidet, protecting the wearer against certain diseases and witchcraft,

while the liquid obtained by their distillation was used to improve the eomj>lexion.

In Europe they are eaten, but in America neither dietetic imr magic qualities have

been assigned to these loathsome appearing animals.

The Limacidie are divisible into three sub-families. In the first, the Tebenophori-

nae, the mantle covers the entire back, and no shell is present. Our only species is

Tehenophorus carolinensis, a sluggish, inactive form found in the woods, usually under

the bark, or in the interior of decaying logs. It varies considerably in color, from

nearly white without spots to white with brown blotches or black spots, and to black-

ish gray. It reaches a length of about four inches when fully extended, though at

such times the head is not projected beyond the mantle.

In the Arioninse the shell Tnay be present, though concealed by the mantle, or it

may be represented by a number of calcareous grains scattered through the corre-

sponding portion of the mantle, a condition which recalls the embryonic condition of
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Zimax; as shown in Fig. :J4S on a j>r(;cLMling page. In the principal genus, Arion,

there is a trianguhir pore at the upper posterior ]iart of the body, which readilj- sep-

arates it from Limax. Tlie only spe-

cies in the United States which un-

doubtedly belongs to this genus is

Arion fuscus, which lias been intro-

duced from Europe into Boston, where '

a colony lias existed for many years. Fui.-M\.—Anaii itucus.

It lives in gardens, and occasionally

strays into cellars and other dark places. It is not known elsewhei-e in America.

In Europe it is a common species, and its eggs are said to be phosphorescent, shining

in the dark for several days after being laid. In color this species is whitish or gray-

ish, sometimes tinged with brown. It i-eaches a length of about two inches.

Tiiree other genera of Ai-ioninie, Ariolinia.r, ProjJii/naon, and Hc/z/jj/ii/lia, are

found on the Pacific coast.

The last sub-family, the Limacina", embraces the largest pro]iortion of the slugs,

the typical genus, Umax., containing about one hundred species. This is the only

genus represented in the United States, where, besides our native species, we have

se\eral introduced from Euro])e. Our largest species, Umax maximus, is one of these

immigrants, whicii has been found in several ]ilaces in America. Its rich brown or

black spots and stripes upon an ashy or light brown groundwork make it a conspicuous

form.

Another imported species is X. ./?««?<«, brown or brownish in color, with lighter

spots. This is more ((inimon than L. maximus, and is found in various Atlantic cities

from Boston to Charleston. It lives in cel-

lars and in gardens, preferring the former.

Still more common is the smaller L. agi-es-

tis, which is also an introduced form. It

is smaller than the others, and is extremely

\ariable in color. It lays more eggs than

the two species mentioned, and the period

of reproduction appears to last through the
wai-mer months of the year. Our native Zimax cumj^estris is very common, and is

found in the woods and the open fields, along the sides of the roads and in gardens.
It is brownish gray or amber colored, and is smaller than the other species men-
tioned. The eggs are rather numerous and transparent, and are laid under leaves or
in moist earth. Dr. E. L. Mark has studied the earlier stages of the develo])ment of
this sjiecies; a later stage is shown in Fis;. 348.

Another genus, Phosphorax, which is very imperfectly known, comes from the
Cape Yerdes. The only species is said to be phosphorescent, as is indicated by both
its generic and specific names {P. nocti/iicois).

Order III.— ZYGOBRANCHIA.
All of the gasteropods whicli follow belong to the Strei)toiieurous group, the

characters of which were detailed on a preceding page. In the first division, the
Zygobranchia, the torsion of the body has not been accom]ianied by an atrophy or
disappearance of the organs of the primitive left side, and we thus have the «.ills"and
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openings of the renal glands of both sides remaining, thus showing that the group is

more primitive than those which follow it. Another fact that also emphasizes this

inferiority is the absence of distinct genital ducts, the products of the reproductive

oro-ans escaping by the larger renal opening. The lingual ribbon is well developed.

The family Haliotid^ embraces the forms which are famiUarly known as ear-

shells, and to which the local terms ormer and abalone are applied in the Channel

Islands and soutliern California respectively. The shell is

spiral, the body whorl being flattened and very large. The

dorsal surface of the shell is perforated by a line of openings

through wliich pass a series of tentacular processes from the

mantle. As growth proceeds, these are closed up posteriorly.

The eyes are on sliort stalks. The forms are mostly tropical
Fig. 303. — iiaKotis, abalone. . , • ^i • t , -i .. ^ ^ iand serai-tro]]ical m their distribution, and are extensively

collected for their beautiful shells, which are an article of commerce. The shells

furnish a large proportion of the mother-of-pearl, especially that used in inlaying

papier mache ornaments. In France and the Channel Islands, ormers are used as an

article of food, but on account of their toughness they require pounding and mashing

before cooking.

The FissuKELHD^, or key-hole limpets, are structurally closely allied to the last

family, but in external appearance they seem far ilifferent. The shell

is conical and shows but very slightly any spiral. The series of open-

ings of the Haliotis are replaced by a hole at or near the apex of the

shell, or by a notch in the front margin. On tlie inside of the shell

is a Jiorseshoe-shaped impression, indicating the surface of attach-

ment of the muscles of the foot. The eyes, instead of being placed

on stalks, are scarcely elevated above the surrounding surface. Like

the members of the last family,

the species are largely inhabi-

tants of the warmer seas of the

globe, although some forms are boreal in their

range. They are mostly found near the shores,

where they feed upon tlie smaller seaweeds. In

their habits they are not different from the other

lim]K>ts.

The third family of the Zygobranchia, the

Patellid^, is apparently far different from

the other two in the structure of the gills, and

the fact that it really .should have a place here

is shown by one of the neatest bits of morpho-

logical logic with which we are acquainted. On

the first examination of a Patella we find a res-

piratory organ in the form of a circle just be-

neath the mantle, while the branchife above the

neck, compar.able to those of Haliotis and Fis-

surella, are absent. Spengel, however, found

in this I'egion two little jirominences, the ho-

mologies and functions of which were obscure. The thought, however, suggested itself

that these misht be the rudiments of the true Erills and an anatomical examination

ftla nodosa^ key-
hole limpet.

FIG. 39) — Li 1

foot, ft, GiXy

tentacles.
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Fig. 300. — Arminl t

tuf/inalh, limpet.

showed that this view of the homology was correct. It will be remembered that the

typical gill is innervated from the visceral loojj of the nervous system, and that near

its base is a patch of olfactory epithelium (see p. 250). Dissection of a Patella showed

that these prominences received their nerve supply from the visceral loop, and near

each was found an olfactory organ, thus making the iiomology complete and indisput-

able. The circular functional gill is therefore a superadded structure which has arisen

in a manner and from some cause not yet explained.

Not all limjjets have been shown to belong in this place, although future in-

vestigation may demonstrate that they should be classed here, a view which is

strengthened by tiie similarity in lingual dentition. Still, for

convenience, it will be well to consider the Acm^id^ together

with this family, as in general appearance and in many important

points of structure they are closely similar. In these forms there

is a single cervical gill, while the circular marginal gill may be

either present or absent. The prominent genera are Aciiuea,

Lottia, and Scurria. In Lepeta no gills are found.

The shell in the limpets is conical, usually considerably de-

pressed, and is so characteristic as to have given rise to the adjec-

tives patelliform and limpet-like. The apex points forward, and

the internal horseshoe-shaped muscular im]iression, like that of the

Fissurellidie, is open in front. A large number of genera an<l

sub-genera have been made, the characters resting upon the

piratory organs, shape and ornamentation of the shell, etc.

As ordinarily found, the limjiets are attached to some rock or othei- object by their

broad foot, and the strength with which they hold is astonishing. If the collector ap-

proach the animals suddeidy, and with a quick motion slides them from their attach-

ment, he can get them easily, but if an incautious touch gives them warning of danger,

the shell will not infrecpiently break before the animal loosens its hold. The strange

story is told that each limpet has its own abiding place. At the time of high tide he

wanders off to find pastures of algaj suitable for his ])alate, but as it ebbs he returns to

his chosen spot, and at low tide clings fast to the same spot on the rock which he left

a few hours before.

On the European shoi-es, limpets play an important jjart in the diet of the ]ieople

living near the shores, but on our coasts, except a very few used as bait, they have no

economic importance. Why it is that our people neglect so many articles of food it is

impossible to say. In the northern states, shrim|)s, lim|)ets, jx-riwinkles, mussels, etc.,

are scarcely touched
;
yet the sea teems with them, and everyone who has tried them

bears witness to their palatability. In the case of the limpets it may be that the com-

parative scarcity on our coasts may be the cause of their neglect.

Acnuea testudmalis, the most common limpet on our northern coasts,

belongs to the family Acmi^idte mentioned above. Its position here is

extremely doubtful, and aside from the fact that its branchial system has

never been studied, our only excuse for mentioning it here is to treat of

all the limpets together. This species is very variable in color, but is

^"^' «'/,'««.^""^" usually variously mottled with brown, pale green, and white. Like most

of the limpets it lives between tide-marks. Ac9nfea alvens is a variety of

the foregoing, but, from the habit that it has of living on eel-grass, it has acquired a

narrower shell than the typical form.

VOL. I.— 21
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Okdee IV. — SCUTIBRANCHIA.

All the remaining Gasteropoda contrast with the Zygobranchiata in the fact that

the torsion of the body has caused the obsolescence or abortion of one of the true gills,

and for this reason Dr. Lankester lias arranged them under one ordinal head Azygo-

branchia. When, however, we take other characters into consideration, it becomes

necessary to divide up this large group, and in the following jiages the Scutibranchia,

Ctenobranchia, and Heteropoda together equal tlie Azygobranchia of that able Eng-
lish morphologist.

The iirst family, the Teochid-s;, are commonly known as top-shells, the shell of the

typical forms, when inverted, being strikingly similar to the plaything of our youth.

— _„^,^ The shell is spiral, and is either pyra-

midal or turbinated, and has a nacreous

interior. Many of these shells are sold

as ornaments, after the epidermis and

external layers of the shell have been

cut away, leaving the whole a mass of

mother-of-pearl. The animal has long

and slender tentacles, and at the bases

of these arise the peduncles which sup-

])ort the eyes. .The head, and si^es of

the body, are ornamented with fringed

lobes and longer tentacles. When the

animal withdraws into its shell, it closes

the ajterture with an o]:)erculum, which

may be either horny, or calcareous with a horny base. As the animal increases in size,

the ojierculum also grows liy additions which are arranged in a spiral. When crawling

about, the animal carries its operculum on the dorsal surface of the foot, as do all oper-

culated gasteropods. Some of the ojiercula of the smaller species are in great repute

as eye-stones. Their whole value in this respect is due to the fact that they have no

irregularities which would injure the cornea or the inner surface of tlie eyelid. Other-

wise they are no better than any other hard substance of similar shape and size. The
physiology of their action is readily understood. The
species live in shallow water near the shore and are

herbivorous in their diet.

In Trochiis, the shell forms a regular pyramid, and

the base is flattened. The whorls are flattened, the ajier-

turo is olilique, and tlie operculum is horny and multi-

spiral. Of this genus and its various sub-divisions, over

two hundred and fifty species have been described. In

^^ our northern waters, these forms are represented by several species of

^1^ the genus 3Iurf)arita, which in many respects is intermediate between

Mar- Trochus and Turbo. The whorls of the shell are moi-e ventricose, or

swollen, than in Trockiis, and the thin epidermis allows the pearly shell

to be readily seen. The species are found from extreme low-water mark to a depth of

one hundred fathoms and over.

In Turbo the whorls are ventricose, the aperture large and rounded, and the

Fig. 399.—TVoc/ms zhyphinus.

Fig. -loo.

—

(/arita
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Fig. iul.—rurOo t

operculum calcareous; the base of the shell is never flattened. The species are

mostly tropical and littoral, delighting in rocky coasts where they are exposed to the

force of the waves. In the Orient the larger species

are eaten. The largest species known is Turbo nuir-

moratiis of the Chinese Seas. In Delphinula the shell

is depressed, the aperture round and pearly, the um-

liilicus open, the operculum horny, and the whorls of

the shell are usually spiny. The genus is found on tla'

coral reefs of the Indo-Pacific Seas, near low-water

mark. Our figure shows the under surface of the shell,

with the body extended.

Phasiandla contains species which have somewhat

the shape of the genus Bulimus among the pulmonates.

The shell is not pearly but is richly colored ; whence

the name pheasant shells. About forty species are

kuo^\'n, all from tropical seas. Those from Australian and New Zealand seas are large,

reaching occasionally a length of about two inches, but those from other parts of the

world are smaller, our West Indian forms being very small. Rotella contains a number

of brightly-colored depressed species from the eastern seas. In Moiiodonta, which is

much like Turho in general appearance, the outer lip is much thickened and grooved,

while the columella is toothed. It has about the same distribution as the last species.

In the Malay Arehipelago one of the species is ealeu, notwithstanding its peppery

taste.

The Neritid.e contains thick henuspherical shells with a very small spire, a .sharp

outer lip and a calcareous operculum which is frequently irreg-

idar in shape. The eyes are placed at the extremity of the

slender eye-stalks, which arise from the head outside the long

and slender tentacles. The foot is broad and triangular, the

apex being behind. As the animal grows, it absorbs the inner

part of the whorls of the shell, so that the resulting cavity is

simple instead of sjiiral. The typical genus is JS/'erita, which

has a thick or spirally grooved shell. The columella is much
thickened and toothed, and iu one species, W. pdoronta., this

is ornamented with a blotch of red, giving the shell the common
name of bleeding tooth. Most of the sijecies are marine, but many ascend the streams

entering the ocean to such a distance that the water in which they live is brackish.

Neritina is much like j^erita, but is more globular. The shells are variously orna-

mented with spots or bands of black and purj^le laid upon the polished exterior. The
species are mostly confined to the fresh waters of the warmer regions of the earth,

but some species are found in the sea. N'avicella is more like the slipper limjiets

{Crepklula) in appearance, the aperture embracing nearly the entire shell. They are

fresh-water forms, and the resemblance to the limpets is strengthened by their mode
of life as they attach themselves by their foot to submerged stones aiid plants.

The family Pleurotomarid^ shows resemblances to both the Trochidaj and the

Haliotidae. The shell is much like that found in the latter family, exce]it that the outer

lip of the aperture is notched, or there is a series of ]ierforations in the upper part of

the whorl. The species are largely fossil, the living forms being few in number and

comparatively rare. In most of the species the notch in the aperture of the shell is

L'olumellar thickenina
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closed behind as growth progresses, and the result is that each whorl receives a band,

which is quite distinct from the rest of the shell. In some of the fossil species this is

very mai'ked, and stands up elevated to a considerable distance beyond the sur-

rounding surface ; in others the closing up is not complete, and the result is that there

remains a series of holes like those of the abalone {Ilaliotis). Recent deep-sea ex-

plorations have largely increased the number of known species of this family, most of

which are a])]iarently inhabitants of water from f<jur hundred to a thousand fathoms

in dejith.

The HeijcinidvE is a family of terrestrial gasteropods variously placed by different

naturalists. Most commonly the membei's are placed among the true land shells (pul-

monates), but with these they have little or no affinity. We follow

Clans in assigning them their present position. In appearance of

tlie shell, in the structure of the lingual ribbon, as well as in tlieir

hal5its, they are much like Helix, living as they do upon the land,

either concealed under the dead leaves on the ground, or among the

^'°' TOrira^a.'""" branches or foliage of the trees. Tliey differ however, from the

Helicidae, among other important points, in the possession of an opei--

culum. The aperture of the shell is semilunar, and the umbilicus is covered by a

callus. Tlie species are all tropical, and are mostly confined to the Ameiican con-

tinent and the West India Islands. Only a few species out of the five hundred

known are found within the limits of the United States. The prominent genera are

Helicina, Stoastoma, and Proserpiiut.

Order V. — CTENOBRANCHIA.

Most of the members of this grouj> despise a vegetable diet and prefer to live on

aninuil matter whether living or dead. Still, some exceptions occur which will be no-

ticed in the proper places. In all, the shell is s])iral, and the gill of the normally right

side is alone present. Wliat has previously been considered as the rudimentary gill of

the left side has been shown by Spengel to be tiie highly developed olfactory organ.

The gills have a comb-like shape and the axis is frequently attached to the roof

of the branchial chamber, which by that torsion of the body described on a preceding-

page, is brought above the neck of the animal. In many, a well-developed copulatory

organ is found on the right side of the neck, and the proboscis may or may not be re-

tractile. The former condition of affairs has given rise to a group called Proboscidi-

fera, containing the families Tritonid;T3, Doliida?, and part of tlie Mnricidse as here lim-

ited, while another group, containing the Cyprajidse, Velutinidie, and Naticidse, have

the rostrum invertible only at the tip.

The Ctenobranchia is divided into four sub-orders, the distinctions being largely

founded upon the arrangement of the teeth ujion the lingiuil ribbon, although other

characters are of course employed.

Sub-Order I. — Ptenoglossa.

In this group the shell has the aperture entire ; that is, the whorls are complete and

the edges of the aperture are not notched or prolonged into canals. No resjiiratory

si]ihon is formed, and copulatory organs are absent. The tongue is armed with numer-

ous small teeth on either side, but lacks the normal middle row.
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The Iaxtiiixidj: are remarkable for the beautiful ]>urj)le color of their thin shells.

Tliey are pelagic, oceanic snails, which lead a predaceous life. At times on the high seas

the navigator encounters vast numbers of them, forming immense schooKs, and feeding

upon the other forms of life ; medusiB, Crustacea, etc., with which they are surrounded.

The animal has a large head furnished with an extensible proboscis. The eyes ai"e

minute and situated on the extremities of the ocular peduncles, while the foot is small

and divided. The shells are thin and delicate, the whorls of the spiral being few in

number. At the base they are of a deep violet color, but the apex is nearly or entirely

wliite.

One of the most interesting features connected with these shells is the enormous

float wliich they form to support the eggs. The foot seo'etes a glutinous secretion

which hardens to a slight extent when brought in contact with the water. During the

reproductive season the formation of this egg float is continuous, and, as it is formed,

e<;gs are fastened to its lower surface. From this mode of formation, that part of the

float farthest from the animal contains the most advanced eggs ; and, in fact, the eggs

in this portion may have hatched and the embryos have begun their free life ere those

thina, purple shell, with the float supportiug the eggs.

nearest the l)ody have passed through the earlier stages of develo|)ment. Although

the parent usually carries the float attached to the body, still it has ajiparently the

power to cast it off at will, while the action of storms usually separates the mother

from the egg. When thus cast adrift, the float still sustains the eggs, and they ])ursue

their development as usual. Each egg is fastened to the float by a short peduncle,

while the float itself is composed of numerous little bubbles, thus securing great

buoyant ]iowers.

The lanthinm do not ap])ear to have the jiowerof sinking in the water unless the

float is detached, and so at the time of storms they are frequently cast upon the shores

in large numbers. At such times they are utterly helpless and make no attempts to

crawl. They, however, frequently adhere to each other by means of the foot, and,

when handled, secrete a violet-colored fluid.

lanthina, the most prominent genus, contains about ten species, one of which {I.

frcu/ilis) is occasionally thrown up on the southern New England coasts by severe

southeast storms. It is not jirojierly a member of the American fauna, but like the

rest of the genus is an inhabitant of the high seas. The only other living genus of

the family (liecliisin) is covered with a brownish epidermis. Like Tant/iino, it forms

a float.

The S0LAEI.D.E cml)races a group of molluscs which, from the shape of the shell,

was formerly included in the Trochidae. The shell is orbicular and forms a more or
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less flattened cone, usually perforated by a wide and deep umbilicus. The shells are

not nacreous, and a horny spiral operculum closes the usually angular aperture. The

animal has sessile eyes, long, retractile proboscis, and the gill chamber divided into

two parts.

/Solarium pers2yectimm has received the common names of jiersjiective shell and

sun-dial shell. It is about two and a half inches in diameter, and is of a yellowish

hue, prettily spotted and banded with red. It comes from the Indian Ocean, and

specimens ai-e found in most collections.

The only otlier genus which needs to be mentioned is Phorus, which emliraces the

carrier or mason-shells of the eastern seas. These forms have the habit (if habit it

may be called) of covering their shells with all sorts of extraneous objects,— shells,

stones, bits of coral, and the like. These foreign bodies are fastened by the substance

of the shell and doubtless are protective ; for, viewed from above, a shell thus tricked

out has but slight resemblance to a properly conducted mollusc, and thus runs a better

chance of escaping the maw of the bottom-feeding fishes. Now that this peculiar

habit exists, we can readily see how it is retained, but the way in which it was first

acquired is not so readily explained.

The mode of progression of the mason shells is rather peculiar. Most of the gas-

terojiodous molluscs have a gliding motion, the various parts of the foot acting in a

manner best described by comparing it to the locomotion of a thousand-legged \\orm.

Tiie Phori., on the other hand, have a gait like that of a measuring worm. They

extend the small cylindrical foot, attach the anterior portion, and then draw the, hind

portion forward. This latter now affords a footiiold; the anterior portion is again

extended, and the operation is repeated. This gives rise to an interrupted, almost

jumping movement, well adapted to the banks of broken coral and dead shells inhabited

by these animals.

The ScALARiD^, or wentle-trap family, embraces but a single genus and about a

hundred and fifty species, distributed through all the seas of the world. The common
name is a corruption of the German word for a spiral stairway, and would be emi-

nently appro]iriate, were it not for the fact that the tread of the stairs goes the wrong

way. The shells are usually pure white, and composed of several rounded whorls

ornamented with transverse ribs, roughly corresponding to the steps of a flight of

stall's. The aperture of the shell is round and the edge continuous, the inner lip not

l)eing formed by the columella. The active, predaceous animal has

a retractile proboscis, and in the existence of a rudimentary siphonal

fold shows an ajtproach to the members of the next sub-order. The

eyes are near the outer bases of the slender, pointed tentacles.

Several species of Scalaria are found on our New England coasts.

Mr. Couthouy kept a specimen of S. groitlandica in confinement;

it was rather sluggish in its movements, and fed eagerly on fresh

lieef, especially if somewhat maeerate<l. Some of the sjtecies are

said to secrete a purple fluid.

The most noted member of the family is Scalaria pretiosa,

Fio.ws—Scnia'tripte- ^'^^ precious wcntlc trap. This species, which comes from the

tie-S-'ap""^'""''

" "" Chinese Seas, has always been highly valued by collectors on

account of its rarity, and a single specimen has in times past been

sold for about two hundred dollars. Now they are much more common, and are sold

by dealers for an average price of one or two dollars.
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Sub-Order II.— Rhachiglossa.

The Ehaehiglossa are all j)i'eilaceous marine snails with well-developed proboscis

and a respiratory siphon, which, wheti the animal is extended, lies in a iiotcli in the

aperture or in a long, more or less tubular canal of the shell. The tongue is long and

small, and bears at the most but three teeth in a transverse row, one rhachidian and

one lateral on either side, the latter being occasionally reduced to mere hooks, or, as

in the ease of the Volutidse, they have entirely disapjieared, and the central or rhachi-

dian teeth alone remain. All are predacious and carnivorous.

We have just referred to one of the characters of the VolutidyE, liut now we
may give some others derived from other parts. The shell is thick and heavy, and

the spire is short, rising but little above the body

whorl. The anterior margin or base of the aper-

ture is deeply notched for the respiratory siphon,

wliile the columella bears strong spiral plaits or

folds. The eyes are placed at the base of the

tentacles, and the foot is large and broad. Tlie

typical genus is J^olufa, in which the spire is

short, the mouth wide, and the first fold on the

columella is the largest. The species are largely

fi-om the Indo-Pacific region, although some are

found in other seas. One of the most interesting

siiecies is that figured. It derives its specific

name, ?»itsica, from a number of fine dark lines

interspersed with blotches, which follow the

whorls of the shell and bear no distant resem-

blance to written music. In some the similarity

is more marked than in the specimen figured.

This species presents an exception to most of

the Volutes, in having a small operculum de-

veloped. It comes from the West Indies.

As an example of the forms from tlie eastern seas we may mention the beautifully

shaped species from the Philippine Islands, which, from its diadem of spines and its

size, well deserves the name, Valuta imperiali.s, which science has gi\en it. It is

common in collections. The last species which we can mention is the rare Voluta
JiiJio/iia, or, as it is called by dealers, the peacock-tail volute. The figure represents
the shell of the natural size; it is white, spotted with orange. For many years it was
considered among the rarest of shells, specimens having been sold for about two
hundred dollars, and no later than 1876 a specimen brought fifty dollars. Recently
quite a number have been brought from the West Indies, and now they c^an be bought
of the dealers for eight or ten dollars.

Most of the Volutidae are ovo-viviparous ; that is, they bring forth living young

:

but some, if not all, of the genus Valuta lay eggs, which are enveloped in a jierfectly

transitarent, corneous cori)uscle half as large as the parent. Cymhhim and JA/o bring
forth their young alive, a brood containing four or more individuals.

In Marf/inella we have some two hundred species of small, polished oval shells

with the respiratory notch small. Most of them are brightly colored, and in life the

Fig. 40C.— Voluta miisica.
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markings of the body are even more beautiful tlian those of the shell, as is shown by
the following description of the colors of a Javanese species,— "a pale, semi-transjia-

rent, pinkish-yellow mantle, with a range of semi-elliptic crimson sjjots around the

Fig. 407. — ( olutn jun )S.— Vuftita imptrialis.

thin free edge, and the remainder covered with vertically-radiating linear spots,

and short waved lines of the same color ; the foot, also of a yellowish, delicate

pink, is marbled all over with the deejjest and ricliest ci'imson, and the same with

the sij)hon. The tentacles are yellowish, with a row of marbled ci-imson spots."

Species of Marginella are found in all the warmer seas of the world, some being

found in the West Indies and on the coasts of Georgia and Florida.

- - -. -- „_^^^ ,__ .
The olive shells, belonging

'

- 1 ^^^™ teethe family Olivid^, have

always been favorites with

collectors on account of the

beauty of their smooth and

jiolished porcellanous shells.

Ill these forms the sj^ire is

short, the aperture deeply

notched, the columellar li]i is

.(ivered with a callous deposit

ind usually ornamented with

vjblique folds. In the genus

Oliva, which receives its

name from a shajie somewhat
like that of an olive, the apei'ture is long and narrow, and the columellar lip is ])licate.

The foot is very large and is laterally extended into two lobes, which, when the animal
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Fig. 410. — Oli-

vella blplicaia.

is in motion, .are folded up over the shell. The proboscis is short, the siphon long, and

the eyes are placed at about the middle of the tentacles. The eighty and odd known

species all come from the tropics, a few only extending their range outside. They are

all active, predaceous fonns, and in some localities ai-c caught by lower-

ing a net with a piece of meat inside as a bait. In some places the num-

ber of specimens is almost infinite ; at low tide miles and miles of fiats

are covered with them.

One of the most common species in collections is a little wliite form

belonging to tlie sul)-genus Olivella ; from its resemblance to a grain of

rice it has received the specific name oripxi. It comes from the West
Indies, in some parts of which it occurs in vast numbers. The sub-

genus OUvella is distinguished from OKoa proper by the longer spire

of the shell and the absence of tentacles and eyes. Olivella biplicatu,

which is figured, comes from the Pacific coast.

Of the tru? Olivas, the most common species in the southern United States is

0. litterata, marked with angular markings, which by a stretch of the

imagination might be regarded as resembling writing. The general

color is a yellowish white, the markings brownish. Another lot of

shells are named, from their i-esemblance to certain rocks, jaspidea,

liorphyria., etc. The latter species comes from Panama.

The harp-shells (genus Harpa) differ markedly from the other

members of the family l)y their broad a])erture, and swollen, trans-

versely-ribbed whorls. Although only nine species are known, every

collection contains several specimens, those of Ilarpa ventricosa being

possibly the most common. Large as is the shell, it is not sufficient

to contain the whole animal, and Semper, as well as the older luitur-

alists, record a peculiar habit of self-mutilation with some of the sjie-

cies from the eastern seas. When ca])tured, a part nf the foot

renuiins outside of the shell. This the animal brings across the sharp

edge of the aperture, thus cutting it off. In time a new jwrtion grows out, re]ilacing

that which was am]iutated. The animals are lively, and bright colored. They are

found in all the tropical seas, exce])t the x\tlantic. JIarpa ventricosa comes from the

East Indies, //. inqyerialis from Bourlion, while II. creiiata and // grrilxi are found

at Panama.

In the MiTKiD.E but a single genus, 3Iitra, needs mention. Here the shell is thick,

long, and fusiform, the spire being well developed and the columella plicate ; the

aperture is narrow, notched anteriorly, and in some sjiecies is partly closed by a small

horny operculum. Mitra episcopalis, possibly the most common member of the genus,

is ornamented with spots (usually quadrangular in outline) of red, salmon, or orange.

It comes from the Philipjiine Islands, where it moves rather sluggishly over the flats,

especially when the 'tide has just begun to come in. When the tide recedes, it buries

itself just beneath the surface. Some of the suiidler species are more lively, and others

crawl about on the surface of the sand when the tide is out. Although frequently

seen in the daj'-tinie, the Mitras are essentially nocturnal, and spend most of the hours

of daylight hidden under rocks and in holes in the coral reefs. Some species, when

irritated, defend themselves by secreting a purple fluid, the odor of which is said to be

very nauseating.

Another eastern species, nearly or quite as common as the one mentioned, is 31.
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papalts, which has each whorl of the spire crowned with knobs, and tlie small colored

si)ots of the shell much more irregular in shape and distribution than in 31. ejiiscopalis.

TIic genus Jlitra contains over two hundred species, a lai'ge proportion of which come

from tlie Philippines and the neighboring seas. Almost all of the genus are tropical

and seniitro])ical ; several being found in the West Indies; but an exception to this

distribution is found in 31. f/rdnlandica, as its name indicates, an Arctic form, which,

on account of peculiarities of its lingual dentition, has been separated as a sub-genus

Vblutomitra.

The family Mueicid^, as at present limited, embraces a heterogeneous assemblage

of forms'. Several attempts have been made to divide it without doing violence to

the affinities of one or more genera, but no scheme has as yet received universal acceis-

tance. If we base the division on the lingual dentition, it does not agi-ee with char-

acters derived from tne animal and from tlie shell ; if on the anatomy of the animals,

still other features are not in accord, etc. With this uncertainty it is best, at least in a

popular work, to leave the classification in its ]jresent condition, and to define the

family as embracing a group of molluscs, in which the foot is broad and of moderate

length, the siphon long, the eyes at tlie base of the tentacles, while tiie characters derived

from the shell are the presence of a long or short, straight, anterior canal, and an oval

operculum with the nucleus at the smaller end. Necessaiily where so much con-

fusion exists thei'e will be an inequality in the relative rank of certain of the included

types, and in the following remarks some genera named will possibly not be worthy of

generic rank, while others, on the other hand, may deserve to be regarded as really

of the grade of sub-families. The same troulile also occurs with the next family, the

Buccinida;.

The first sub-family, the MuriciiKc, is well marked by characters derived from the

shell. The growth is apparently marked by jjeriods of rest, and at each of these the

aperture is thickened and marked by ornamentations of various kinds. Then the shell

grows again, and shortly another period of rest ensues, when the nodes, spines, or

thickenings (\'arices they are called) of the mouth are repeated. These interrujitions

occitr at varying intervals in different sjiecies, and are of some use in defining

generic limits. A similar process occurs in some

othej- families.

The typical genus is Miti-e.i; in wliicli the canal

is long and straiglit, the aperture round, and tlie

shell is interrujited by varices and spines at least

three times in tlie course of the growth of the whorl.

In the colder waters the colors are subdued, and the

shell does not acquire that fantastic form that is fre-

(pient in the tropical species. Tiie species are among
the most rapacious of molluscs, boring through tlie

shells of other s]>ecies in the same way as does the

Natica, to be descril^ed on a subsequent jjage. In

Enrojie, 3Iurex erinaceus does great damage to the

oyster beds. Allied sjiecies {31. brandaris and 3f.

trunczdus) were employed by the ancient inhabitants

of Syria and Greece in the preparation of the cele-

brated Tyrian purple. Of the two hundred and odd s|iecies of this genus, we need
only mention, in addition to those just referred to, the 3Iurex tenuispina, in which the

Fig. 412.— Miirex endiva.
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canal is very long and almost converted into a closed tube, while the surface of the

shell is armed with very long and slender spines, evidently defensive in their nature.

In forms like Jf. endiva and 31. scorpio, the spines are stouter and broadened at the

extremity. None of the species of JIurex proper extend into the colder waters of our

Atlantic coast ; indeed the genus belongs largely to the tropical waters of the old

world. In their place are found a few small species belonging to allied genera, of

which Eufple-wra caiiduta may be mentioned first. In this species but two prominent

varices are formed to a whoi'l, giving the shell a flattened appearance, a fact which led

to its original descrijitiou under the generic name lianellu. The aperture is toothed

within, and smaller ridges occur between the well-marked varices. The shell is brown
in color, and reaches a length of about an inch. It is rather uncommon on the

southern shores of New England, except in certain localities, but farther south it is

very abundant.

Urosalpinx cinerea, on our coasts, plays the same destructive part that Miirex brati-

daris does in Europe. The fishermen have applied to it the name ' drill,' on account of

its settling down on oysters and boring a liole through the shell, through

which the soft parts are eaten. The drill is sluggish in its motions. It

is about the size of the last species, ashy or brownish in color, and orna-

mented with ten or twelve undulations on the lower whorl. It lays its

eggs in capsules, of about the same size as those of Pmpura lapillus, to

be described in the next family, but differing from them in being flat-

tened and keeled at the edges. Each capsule, on the average, contains

ten or twelve eggs. The drill ranges from Massachusetts Bay to Florida

;

north of Massachusetts it is rare and local
;
yet a colony exists in the p.,,

southern part of tlie Gulf of St. Lawrence, a fact which at once recalls s™J/j«"j
ct«erea,

the existence of oysters in the same region.

In the FusinaB the shell is spindle-shaped, and the edge is never thickened so that

no varices are formed. Fusus contains a number of tropical and sub-tropical forms

in which the spindle shape is especially well marked. The northern species, formerly

referred to this genus, are now referred to the next family. In the typical forms the

columella is smooth, a fact which separates it from Fasciolaria., in which it bears

oblique folds. Fasciolaria fjifja;ntea, which occurs on the southern coast of the

United States, is the largest known gasteropod, its shell reaching a length of nearly

two feet.

The BucciNiD.E is closely related to the Muricidaj. The spiral shell, instead of a

long siphonal canal, has a notch through which the long siphon is extended. Wliile

many of the included forms are very distinct, there are others which can scarcely be

se])arated from the preceding family. This is especially true of a group of boreal

shells, represented on our coasts by the genera Neptunea and Sipho. Here the shell

is imich like that in Fusus, and indeed, the species were formerly included in that

genus. .Y. decemcostatus is marked with ten large revolving ribs on the body whorl.

Sijiho i!<Iiiiidicus is even more like a Fksus. Both are large shells occurring in

the cold deep water north of Cape Cod, reaching a length of ni'nrly or quite three

inches.

Another problematical genus is Pi/rii.Ja, with its various sub-divisions, Fidi/nr, Sri/-

cotyjyus, etc., some of which probal)ly belong here, while others should be transferred

to the ]\Iuricid;T', the Doliida', etc. In all, the shell is somewhat pear-shaped in outline,

the spire being short, while the anterior end is greatly prolonged to correspond to the
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stem. Our two best-known species are Fuhjur carica and tSci/coti/piis cuiialiculatus.

The former is a heavy shell with a short spire ornamented by a row of tubercles. The
latter is much more delicate, and is covered with a hairy epidermis, the sutures of the

spire being marked with a deep revolving cliannel. These shells are both inhabitants

of water of moderate depth, coming to the shore only for the purpose of oviposition.

Their egg-cases, vvhich are very peculiar, are frequently cast on the shore and attract

the attention of the most casual observer. They consist of a series of flattened mem-
branous capsules attached by one edge to a cord, and having opposite the point of at-

tachment a more transparent spot, indicating the place where the young are subse-

quently to make their exit. When laying these long strings, the snail goes beneath

the surface and as the ribbon begins to be formed, it ajijiears abo\'o the sand, slowly

Vm. ii-i. — J\ijriU(i decussata, pear-siiail; a, dorsal, h, lower surface.

increasing in length, until the whole of its two or three feet of extent are formed.

The first part of the cord is without capsules for about three inches, then come a few

cases imperfectly formed. Each capsule contains a number of eggs, and specimens

taken some time after oviposition show the shell formed, repeating in miniature the

essential features of the pai-ent.

The name Fulgur (lightning) was applied on account of the zigzag bi-own streaks

with M'hich young specimens (and older ones in warmer waters) are marked. Fulgur
carica is used extensively by fishermen as bait. Another species, living further south,

is noticeable from the fact that it is reversed or sinistral, receiving on this account the

sjiecific name perversa.

With the genus Buccinum we take uji a scries of forms, whose position is less

doubtful than some of those just mentioned. £iiccinum is a northern genus of shells

covered with a horny epidermis, having a large aperture, a siphonal notch rather than
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enouii'h to crush the shell

a canal, a smooth columella, au J an untootlied outer lij). The most common species is

the whelk, li. undatum, common to the northern Atlantic shores of Europe and Amer-

ica. It burrows in the sand below low-water mark. Its

eggs are laid in hemispherical capsules, yellow in color, i>iled

up in a heap, and presenting an ajjpearance well described

1 ly tile n:nne ' sea-corn ' applied to them by the New England

lisliermen. In England they ai'e called -sea wash-balls'

I'rom the fact that they are employed in washing the hands,

their parchment-like texture tending to scour away the

dirt. Each capsule, when first laid, contains a number of

eggs, but of these but few develop, the others being swal-

lowed by the young which have got a little start in devel-

opment. In this respect, they are like the young sjiiders.

In America, the whelk is not used as food, but in Eng-

land large numbers are brought to the market, the annual

catch at Whitstable (a small village at the mouth of the

Thames) being worth, in 1866, £12,000. Although the

shell of the whelk is stout and strong, it is eaten in great

numliers liy the larger bottom-feeding fishes, some of which

arc furnished with teeth strong

like a stone breaker, while others bolt shell and all whole,

leaving the gastric juices the labor of dissolving the

nutritious portions.

Besides tlie common Uiicciiiiini ti/idatum, several

other species are found in the north Atlantic, north of

the New England shores. One of these boreal forms, £.

ciliatirm, is figured ; tlie differences between this and the

common whelk are evident. Most of the specimens in

collections are obtained from the stomachs of fishes caught

on the Grand Bank.

Tiie genus Eburna embraces the ivory shells, so called

from the color and texture of some of the forms. In the

dozen oriental species comprised in the genus, the shell

is thick, deeply umbilicate, the columella and outer lip

without folds or teeth, and the suture between the whorls

FiG.4i(i.-/" channelled. Tlie surface of the shell is ivory, wliite,

sjiotted with an orange red. The animals usually move
along at a leisurely pace, but when alai-med they are capal:)le of much quicker motions.

They frequent muddy bottoms where the water is ten oi- twelve fathoms in de])th, and

are caught in considerable numbers in the nets of the Chinese fishermen, who use

them as food.

JSFassa contains a large number of species divided up into the sub-genera, Ilt/anassa,

Tritia, etc. The general sh.a]ie and appearance may be seen from our figures, a com-
mon character being the tooth or plait at the upper part of the columella, much
more marked in some species than in others, and the extensive deposition of enamel

on the columellar li|), which not infrequently extends to a considerable distance out-

side the aperture. Most of the species are littoral, and at low tide our New Engl.and

fiats are covered with mvriads of Nassa trioittata and N'. obsoleta. Farther south a
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third species, JV. vihe.r, becomes prominent. Tlie trails of these species are common
on the soft mud, and frequently at the end will be found a little pellet of mud beneath

which the animal is hidden. All the specimens, however, do not bury

themselves at the retreat of the tide, as they are able to live for a con-

siilerable time out of water. Possibly N. ohsoleta is the more common
form. In this, the shell is dark brown, and ornamented by a net work

of reticulating lines. It does not thrive well where exposed to the ocean

em.ivi.—sassa surf, but prefers sheltered inlets, extendine; in laroe numbers into inlets
tiii-iltitla.

*
. . . . r

where the water is decidedly brackish. In size it reaches a length of

about nil nich. JV. trivittata is slightly smaller, and white or greenish white in color.

The third sjiecies, JSf. vibex, is still smaller, reaching a length of half an

inch, and banded with ashy white and pale red, the colors being brightest

in the southern forms. All of the JVassce are carnivorous, drilling holes

through the shell of other molluscs and then feeding on the flesh. They
are, however, not confined to living objects, for they will accumulate

in large numbers around any decaying crab or fish, and, together with fig. 41s.—A^assa

the amjihipods, soon devour all the fleshy portions. In Europe an

allied species, JV. reticulata is an enemy of the oyster beds, drilling through the shell

in a short time. They usually select the young ojsters, but will destroy one three

years old in about eight hours.

The egg-cases of Ncissa ohsoleta are among the most common of marine objects.

They are placed on any solid object that is handy, dead shells and the 'sand-saucer'

egg masses of iV(i<ii"ca being most frequently used. The capsules are curiously fluted

and ridged, and are crowded together without order, each

attached by its own pedicel.

Purpura and its allies are by some jdaced in the Muricidffi,

by others in the Buccinidse. In Purpura the aperture is

wide, the s]>ire short, the whorls enlarging rapidly ; the col-

umella is flattened, and the outer lip is toothed. Purpura

lupillus., a dirty white or ashen species, is common to the

shores of Europe and North America, thriving bettei- and

growing to a larger size in the old world, where specimens

are frequently zoned with brown. On our own coast there is much variation in

appearance, individuals from the rocky coasts, where they are exposed

to the surf, having the ribs of the shell nearly smooth, while those from

sheltered localities have them roughened by scale-like projections. This

species does not range much south of Cape Cod, but north of that bai'rier

it is very common. It feeds on other animals, being especially fond of

the acorn barnacles {Balanus balanoides) which flourish between tides.

The eggs are laid in small oval capsules sujiported on slender stalks,
^^aiisuiesof Pmi?

Each capsule contains numbers of eggs, only a few of which eventually /"'™ lapUtus,

hatch, the others furnishing food for those that develop.

Pmpurapatula was one of the forms which furnished the famous Tyrian jnirple,

the others,belonging to the Muricidae. The anim.als were gathered in large numbers and

crushed, shells and all, in mortar-shaped holes in the rocks, two or three feet in depth.

From the bruised mass a liquid was obtained which was mixed with a small amount of

soda and diluted with several times its weight of sea-water. At first the fluid was yel-

low, but, after exposure for a time to the rays of the sun, it changed to purjile. Then the

FiQ. Wi.— Pxi.Tpura lapiUu
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wool was dipped into the dye for a few hours and taken out colored. During tlie

change in color a fetid odor like that of assafcetida is given off. To obtain the finest

color a mixture of two species of Purpura or Murex in certain i)ropoi-tions was em-

ployed. For a long time the art of coloring with the secretions of molluscs was

entirely lost, but at the close of the middle ages it was rediscovered. Modern

chemistry has, however, replaced it, and now the use of hkiIIusc'hi dyes is nearly or

i|uite extinct.

In VoHcholepas peruviana, the only species of the genus, the body whorl increases

so rajiidly in size as to render the shell much like that of a lim])et. This species occurs

along nearly the whole of the western

coast of South America, and is extensively

eaten by the Ciiilians and Peruvians. The

flesh is tough, and is beaten to make it

more tender. The species of Rupaua
live upon coral reefs, feeding u])on the

polyps. The genus lUdzochilus is notice-

able from the fact that the young of one

species has a well-formed shell much like

that of Rapana; but as the adult condi-

tion is reached it cements to the shell,

branches of the coral Antipathes or other
, ,, . , ., , 1 11 Fig. 421.— Jihizochilusanfipatharum, fastenedtohrSinchQa
shells, or both, until at length all means of .^nW^jaMes , on the right a young specimen.

of communication with the exterior is by

means of the siphonal canal, the aperture being completely closed. What is the cause

of this peculiar self-immurement no one has yet been able to decide. Other species of

the genus are not known to possess such habits as those just described of JR. antipath-

arum. In R. maclreporariuiu the animal attaches itself to the larger reef-building

corals by means of the foot.

Another interesting genus is 3Iaf/ilus, the sj)ecies of which all belong to the east-

ern seas. It is a fine example of that degeneracy which occurs in certain molluscs.

The young Magilus begins life as a well-behaved mollusc with a i-egular spiral shell

;

but shortly it settles down on some growing coral, and then a race begins between the

two slow-growing forms. If Magilus kept quiet and grew no further, a short time

would suffice to comj)letely envelop him in the stony coral ; but, as soon as he is par-

tially covered, the whorls of the shell leave their spiral course, and grow out as an

irregular tube. As the coral groA^'s, new additions are made to the shell, and the

neck-and-neck race is kept uji until the mollusc or the coral dies. Soon the tube

becomes too long foi- tlie mollusc, and he leaves the spiral portion and comes out to

live in the outer straight tube, filling up the deserted whorls with a solid deposit of

lime.

In the CoLUMBELLiD^ the shell is oval, the spire moderately short, the aperture

narrow, and terminated by a very short anterior canal ; the outer lip is thick and

internally crenulated, while the columellar lip is toothed. The species are mostly

small, and many are briglitly colored. On our eastern coasts several species occur,

among thtm Colunibdla avara, lunata, ornata, etc., while on the west shores the genus

is represented by four species. In the tro])ics the number is much larger, some three

hundred being known from the whole world. All are littoral, carnivorous forms,

abundant on seaweeds and hydroids, and in jiools left by the retreating tides.
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Sub-Order III.— Toxiglossa.

These animals are all predaceous and carnivorous, for which they are well adapted.

They have a strong proboscis, whicli can be extended some distance fI'om the shell.

The lingual ribbon is armed with two rows of teeth, the middle or rhachidian series

being absent. The teeth are long and hollow, and it would ajipear that the animals

have the power to poison their prey.

The largest family, and the one best known to collectors, is the Coxidjs, which

receives its name from the conical shape of the shell. The members are almost all

tropical or sub-tropical, the number of species and the brightness of the coloi'S increas-

ing as we approach the equatorial regions. Notwithstanding their carnivorous propen-

sities they are apparently timorous, jireferring to live in holes in the rocks and coral

reefs, and retiring within the shell at the approach of danger. They crawl in a slow,

sluggisli manner, with their tentacles stretched straight out before them. The only

genus is Conus, of which about three hundred species are known, most of them being

inhabitants of the eastern seas, only about fifty being found in the trojiical \\aters of

America. The general appearance of the animal may be seen from our figure of one

of an oriental species, Conus

textilis. The eyes are near

1 he base of the tentacles, the

loot is narrow and long, and

furnished in the middle with

a large opening, the object

of which is frequently as-

serted to be the admission

of water to the circulatory

system. This connection of

the blood vessels witli the ex-

ternal world has been lately

I
_ ~ denied in any and all mol-

luscs, and apparently with

reason. Usually a small operculum is ]iresent, but not infrequently it is absent. The
sliell is thick, cone-shaped, the spire short, a]ierture narrow, the outer

lij) sharp and neither toothed.

We have just referred to the fact that some, if not all, of tlie

Toxiglossa are poisonous, and the reader will doubtless pardon the

following quotation from the pages of Mr. Arthur Adams. S]ieaking

of Convs aidicus he says,— "Its bite produces a venoraed wound

accompanied by acute pain, and making a small, deep, triangular

mark, which is succeeded by a watery vescicle. At the little island

of Meyo, one of the Moluccas, near Ternate, Sir Edwfird Belclier was

bitten by one of these cones, which suddenly exserted its proboscis as

he took it out of the water with his hand, and he compares the sensa-

tion he experienced to that produced by burning phosphorus under

the skin." In the South Sea Islands, Conus textilis and C. marmoreus are also con-

sidered as jioisonous, though cases where their bite is fatal are rare and not well

authenticated. It is supposed that the teeth break off and are left in the wound.

Fig. 4:^J. — Conus
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A description of the move common species of cones wouM prove dull reading, and

so we merely mention the colors of the two species figured. Comes marmoreus is

dark or even black, marked with triangles of white, while C textile is very variable,

tiie general ground color being golden or orange, on which arc laid brown reticulating

lines and white spots. The cones are favorites with collectors, and rightly so, for they

are among the most handsome of shells. Some of the species are very rare. Conus

yloria-maris, a white species with orange spots and triangular lines, has been sold for

two hundred dollars, while some of the rarer varieties of C cedo-nulli (a verj"^ variable

species) have brought over one hundred dollars. The former comes from the eastern

seas, while the latter is West Indian. Of course these prices do not

indicate any intrinsic value in the shell, but are merely indices of the

comparative rarity, and of the prices which rich collectors are willing

to pay for certain noted species. Other species equally rare would

not command a small fraction of these prices, merely for the reason

that they are not so well known, and dealers have not yet attempted

to speculate upon them.

The Teeebeid^ contains about two hundred sj)ecies of long,

slender, many-whorled shells from the tropical seas. They are readily

distinguished from otlier similar forms by the small aperture with an

anterior siphonal notch, and by the absence of true plaits on the

columella. The tentacles are short, and the eyes, when present, are

near or at the tips. The Terebrus are known among the sailors as

augei'-shells.

About as little need be said of the Pleukotomid.e,

in which the shell is spindle-shaped, the aperture pro-

longed anteriorly while near the suture there is a notch.

An operculum is not always present. Although some

five hundred species are known, but little of popular

interest can be detailed concerning them. The genu^

Pleurotoma is represented on our eastern shores hy .1

few small and inconspicuous species usually assigned

to the sub-genera Bela and ATangelia, while on the

Pacific coast the species are about equally numerous.

In the West Indies and at Panama many more forms

are found. ¥iu.in.-re,ebia
ocuiata.

The Caxoellarid.e differ from the other Toxi-

glossa in being vegetarians, and they differ further in having the pro-

boscis rudhnentary. The shells may be recognized by the folds on the

columella and on the outer lip, and the fact that the shell is almost

always marked off into squares by transverse ribs and revolving lines

which gives jise to the name of the principal genus Cancellaria. The species live

in comparatively shallow water, though they are but very rarely found above low-water
mark. In the northern Atlantic the family is represented by a small white shell

about half an inch in length, known as Admete viridula. No specimens are known
to have come from south of Cape Cod.
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Sub-Order IV.— T^nioglossa.

The T£Bnioglossate Mollusea are largely marine, though one or two families are

found in fresh water. Tlie shell is sjjiral, though in a few forms this apjjearance is

obscured. The lingual ribbon in most forms has the shape of a band, and is armed

with seven teeth in a transverse row, though in a few forms here admitted there are

nine, while in others the number is reduced to three, and occasionally all are absent.

Two tentacles are always present. In some the aperture is entire, and in others it is

notched or produced into a canal for the respiratory sijthon. We will first consider

the holostomate (entire mouthed) forms.

Our first family contains the periwinkles, the Littoeinid^ of scientific nomencla-

ture. This latter name is very appropriate, for they are all shore-living forms. The

shell is ovate, with a short, sharp spire, and a round mouth which is closed, on the

retreat of the animal, by a horny operculum. They have a tliick foot, large snout,

and the eyes are placed at the base of the antennae. They live on the

shore between tide marks and feed upon the smaller algte. The principal

genus is LUtorina. The first species which we will mention is the peri-

winkle proper, L. litorea, the mollusc that is eaten after being extracted

from its shell by a bent pin. Our figure represents the species (which

is one of the largest of the genus) natural size. The shell is solid and

in'autorea'-peti- Very variable in color. Some are banded and some a uniform tint of red,
winkle.

brown, or black, the darker colors predominating. The advance of this

species on our shores is very remarkable. It is a native of Europe and was first noticed

at Halifax several years ago. In 1870 it had appeared on the coast of Maine. In 1872

it had reached Massachusetts, but it did not appear south of Cape Cod until a year or

two later. Now on both the northern and the southern shores of New
England it is one of the most common molluscs. In England it is ex-

tensively used as food, the annual catch amounting to many hundreds

of tons. It is prepared by boiling, then the operculum is pulled off aiid

the meat extracted from the shell. In taste it is much .like the clam,

only far more delicate. Though very abundant it has not yet acquii'ed

any economic importance here, as the American people seem greatly averse to trying

experiments in the gastronomic line. Were it better known, it would be appreciated.

Another species which is common to both continents, L. rudis, has received nearly

twenty specific names on account of its variations and its extensive range. The gen-

eral appearance of the shell may be seen from our figure, but the color is variable.

Usually it is yellow or olive-green, and without markings, but occasion-

ally specimens are found banded or blotched with some lighter color.

Until the advent of L. litorea, LUtorina palliata was the most abundant

species on the New England coast. The shell may be either plain or

^toAimpaUMa. variously ornamented with bands and blotches of color,— white, green,

or brown. It is common on rocky shores, and is especially fond of creep-

ing over the rock-weed {Fuctts) or eel-gi-ass {Zostera). Fui-ther south the common spe-

cies is L. irrorata, which is a little larger than L. litorea, but is longer and has a more

acute spire. It is comjiaratively rare in southern New England, its metropolis being

further south. Its introduction into the waters of Long Island Sound may have been

with oysters transjjlanted from the Chesapeake.
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Another member of the family which should be mentioned is Laciuia vincta. It

has a thinner and more slender shell than any of our Littorinas, and is reddish or horn-

colored usually, with two or more darker reddish bands, which follow »

the spiral of th6 sliell. Like the rest of the family, it is a vegetarian, M\m
feeding on algas. ^^M

Closely allied to the Littorinidoe is the Rissoid^e, which needs but a ^^?
iiassiu"' mention. The faniily, and its principal melius, liissoa, derive their *"'" ^''>;— i^am-

name from Risso, a naturalist who in the early part of this century studied

the fauna of the Mediterranean. Some of the members inhabit the sea, while others live

in brackish water, or even in that which is entirely fresh. In all, the spire is long, the

lij) thickened, and the aperture rounded. Hissoella, which is found in Eurojje and

Japan, lives between tide-marks. The shell is very thin, and the eyes, which are placed

u])on the surface of the head, are " so far behind the tentacles that the transparency of

the shell seems to be essential to the vision of the animal." The species of liissoa are

numerous, several being found in American waters. -Bi/thinia is one of the most

prominent of the fresh-water genera. Its fifty species belong to the eastern hemisphere.

In the United States, Amnicola is distributed through all parts of the country, the

small species living in fresh water. They were formerly included in the Paludinidse.

J^omatiopsis should be mentioned, from the fact that the species are air-breathers.

The Cyclostomid-e are exclusively terrestrial, and were formerly included among
the Pulmonata. Like the members of that order, they breathe the air by an essen-

tially similar pulmonary organ, but in the rest of their anatomy they deserve a place

where we have put them. This is one of the many instances where a too close atten-

tion to one organ or one physiological operation would lead to erroneous ideas of rela-

tionshi]!. Still the other process is next to impossible, and on this point we can do no

better than quote the words of Fritz Milller :
" Of a hundred who feel themselves

compelled to give their systematic confession of faith as the introduction to a manual

or monographic memoir, ninety-nine will commence by saying that a natural system

cannot be founded on a single character, but has to take into account all characters,

and tlie general structure of the animal, but that we must not sum up these characters

as equivalent magnitudes, that we must not count, but weigh them, and determine the

importance to be ascribed to each of them according to its j^hysiological significance.

This is probably followed by a little jingle of words in general terms on the compara-

tive importance of animal and vegetative organs, circulation, respiration, and the like.

But when we come to the work itself, to the discrimination and arrange-

ment of the species, genera, families, etc., in all probability not one of

the ninety-and-nine will pay the least attention to these fine rules or

undertake the hopeless attempt to carry them out in detail." Not-

withstanding this melancholy picture, science is constantly striving to

arrange the groups of animals and plants; facts of structure are

weighed, and it is by just this process that the Cyclostomidfe, a family without gills

and with a pulmonary respiration, are accorded a position here among the branchiate

molluscs.

In this family the whorls of the spiral shell are rounded and the aperture is circu-

lar, hence the family name. As in the branchiate forms with whicli they are associ-

ated, the members of the family close the shell by an operculum which is round and
increases in size with the growth of the animal, the new additions being [ilaced in a

spiral manner, the nucleus being central. The animal is much like that of LiUorina ;
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it has a long j)roboscis and two contractile feelers, with the eyes at their bases. The

lingual teeth are seven in a transverse band.

The Cyclostomes are largely tropical, but very few species straying into temperate

regions. They live in damp places, some on the ground, some in trees, while others

are found far from the sea. Over a thousand species have been described. Some

have a peculiar gait; the foot is divided into halves by a longitudinal furrow, and ni

walking the animal advances one side and then puts it down, then the other side is

moved forward in the same way ; the two sides corresponding to the two feet of man.

The principal genera are Ci/clostonia, Cyclojj/iurus, Ci/dotus, and Vhotcdropoma.

In the AcicuLiDJE the shell is nearly cylindrical, the margins of the aperture being

nearly parallel. From the wave-like motion with which they progress, they have been

termed ' looping-snails.' The species are amphibious, and live among the sea-weeds

thrown up on the shore, or in shallow water. The species are small. The only genus

which needs notice at our hands is Truncatella, in which, as the animal approaches

maturity, the upper parts of the spire are broken away and the animal repairs the

damage by closing up the bi-oken whorls by a calcareous dejwsit. On account of this

truncation of the shell, the genus has received its name. The family contains about a

hundred species, mostly from the tropics.

The Paludinid^ shares with the Limnaaidai, already mentioned, the common

name, ' pond-snails.' Its numbers are widely distributed through the temperate zone

of the northern hemisphere, but few being found within the tropics. They live in

muddy jtonds or streams, where they crawl slowly over the bottom

or even burrow in the soft mud. The foot is large and broad, a

well-develoj)ed proboscis is present, and the long cylindrical ten-

tacles bear the eyes on little projections near the base. The water

required for respiratory purposes is conveyed to the gills by an

interesting contrivance. On either side of the neck are developed

little fleshy outgrowths which, together with the mantle, form

^'°iet?'i«^,^h'o"ving res" little tubes. In the adjacent figure these are seen on either side,

piratory tubes.
projecting a little outside the shell. Tlie water goes in through

the right tube, passes over the gills, and then is forced out through the tube on the

left.

The sexes are distinct, and the young are brought fortli alive. The eggs undergo

their development inside of the mother, and in the species with thin shells they may

occasionally be seen inside the body. The development requires about two months,

and at the end of that period the young are sent forth, thi'ee or four at a time, to

begin life for themselves. The shells are thin in soine forms and more solid in others

;

the prevailing color is some shade of green or greenish brown, banded with darker,

though sometimes the bands lacking.

The principal genus, Paludina, has been divided uj) into several sub-genera, of

which Melantho and Tulotoma are strictly North American. A curious instance of

the fact that a low temperature, which affects so greatly the land shells, has but little in-

fluence on the size of fresh-water forms, is found in the case of Paludina vssuriensis,

the largest Siberian species, which occurs in a latitude but little south of the line of

])erpetual frost, and where the mean annual temperature is the same as in Iceland.

On the other hand, recent explorers have brought home large species found in the

lakes of Central Africa. No species have as yet been found in Australia, New Zea-

land, Polynesia, or the West Indies.
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The Melaniid^ are also fresh-water inhabitants, in which the shell is covered with

a thick epidermis, which, in some species, is so dark that the family name {melas,

black) is very apjn-opriate. Others are brown or dark green. The shell is usually long,

turrete<l, or conical, with a small mouth. The foot is large and triangular, the proboscis

short but stout, and the eyes are near the bases of the tentacles. The family is readily

separal)le into two sub-families, both on structural characters, and on geographical

distribution. The first, the Melaniinaj, are oriental, only a few being found on the

North American continent. In these, the aperture is usually broadly rounded and

not produced in front, though often channelled or notched, while the margin of the

mantle is fringed, and many of the species are ovo-viviparous ; that is, the eggs under-

go their development and are hatclied outside the parent. In the other

sub-family, the Strepomatinae, the margin of the mantle is ])lain, and the

eggs are laid and attached to stones and plants. With three or four ex-

ceptions, all the Strepomatinae are confined to the United States, a few

extending to the West Indies.

Of the Melaniinae, the most prominent genus is Melania, which con-

tains about four hundred species, mostly distributed through Asia and

Polynesia, though a few are found in tropical America and southern

Europe. In many of the specimens the ajjcx of the shell has disaji-

peared, owing to the erosive action of the water which they inh.abit.

Melanopsis costata, a common Syrian species of a genus allied to

Melania, is said to inhabit the Dead Sea, the only exception, so far as I am aware,

to an exclusively fresh-water habitat in the family.

Fig. 433.— Pfcii-

rocerapallidUTn.
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Of the Strepomatinse, about five hundred nominal species have been described,

but until we know more of the anatomy, the life histoi-y, and the variations of these

forms, nothing definite can be known of their classification. Here is a wide field for

study open to those students of the central portions of the United States, which will

FlO. 434.— Anmlotus
prarosa.

Fig. 435.— Anctv-
lotus plicata.

Fia.i36.—Litli-
asUc fuliglnosa.

Fig. 437. —Gonio- Fig. 438.— Goreto-
basis impressa.

be productive of great results. Of the development w'e know absolutely nothing, not

even if a veliger is formed. Ten genera and sub-genera are recognized, and the great

bulk of our species come from the Ohio River and its tributaries. Species of Ancu-

lotus are found in the Potomac and Susquehanna, while others of the family have been

introduced into the Erie Canal. None are known to occur naturally in New England,

though a few years ago some were hitroduced into Lanes-

boro (Mass.) pond, where they appear to thrive.

Of the species we have but little to say, and will simply

let our figures, which represent the prominent genera, speak

for themselves. The first species of lo described was re-

garded by the early American naturalist, Thomas Say, as a

fresh-water species of the genus Fusiis, with which it has in

reality nothing to do. All of the species of this genus occur

in a very limited tract, and have so far been found only in

the mountainous regions of western Virginia and eastern

Tennessee. Most of the other genera have a rather re-

stricted distribution, Goniobasis being the most wideh' dis-

tributed; it contains over half of the known species. Schi-

zo&toma is very similar, but may be separated by a notch on

the posterior edge of the outer lip, produced in some w^ay

as yet not understood. This genus occurs only in northern

Alabama, in the streams which flow into the Tennessee River.

The Ptramidellid^ is a small family of marine molluscs, with a

long, slender shell, in which the columella has frequently one or more

prominent folds ; the eyes are sessile, the proboscis retractile, and the

tentacles either broad or long and slender. In many the lingual teetli

have entirely disappeared, owing to their parasitic habits.

Pyramidella is a tropical genus of littoral molluscs, the members of ^j^, ,^^__scu-

which burrow along just beneath the surface of the mud. The members
f"^^'^"™"

*«'*

of the allied fossil genus Nerincea were much larger than any of the ex-

isting members of the family. The species of Odostomia are numerous and widely dis-

tributed, the genus being represented by several species on our coasts. Some of these

usually li\e beneath stones, moving in a very slow manner, while others are usually found

on the shells of scallops {Pecten) and but rarely anywhere else. Whether they live a

semi-parasitic life or are commensals has not been settled. Stylifer is much more of a

Fig. 439. — lo spinosa.
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parasite, and it. is a curious fact tliat all the parasitic Mollusca affect only the echino-

denns and coslenterates. On our New England coast aS'. stimpsoni occurs on the com-

mon sea-urchin, Strongylocentrotus; in England Stylina turtoni also affects sea-urchins

;

a Mediterranean species lives firmly attached to the anal tube of the feather star, Com-

atula; while, to mention but one more species, S. astericola, as its name implies, dwells

on starfish. Some of these forms are true parasites. With their slender foot they obtain

an entrance between the calcareous plates of the starfish or sea-urchin, and there they

live on the juices of their host, only the apex of the shell being visible from the

exterior.

In Eulima the parasitic habit is carried still farther. Most of these live on liolo-

thurians, .although some attack starfishes. They even enter the alimentary tract of

some of the sea-cucumbers, where they feed on the food of tlie host. One species has

become so modified by parasitism that, though it still retains a shell, it has lost many

of its distinctive molluscan characters. This species, as described by Sempei', lives

on the outside of a species of holothurian, and its proboscis is enormously developed

so tliat it jsierces the tissues of its host and enters the coelomatic cavity. Feeding

thus on the fluids of the sea-cucumber, it has no need for teeth, and hence its lingual

ribbon has disappeared, and from the same cause, disuse, the foot and eyes have fol-

lowed a like course. Our American Eulima oleacea does not seem to have carried its

parasitic habits so far. It occurs on the skin of Thijone briareus, a common holothu-

rian south of Cape Cod.

It is doubtless the fact that it li\-es a ])arasitic life that has led some naturalists to

place that most degraded of molluscs, Entoconcha, in this family. Not enough is

known of it to warrant such a position on any other ground. It is referred to on a

previous page (p. 297).

The TuRRiTELLiD^E embraces forms with a shell much like that of the Pyramidelli-

dffi ; long and turreted, with a round mouth which is not notched or produced into a

canal. The operculum is horny and many-whorled. The animal has a moderate, but

short foot, a short muzzle, and the

eyes are placed at the outer base of

the tentacles. The margin of the

mantle is fringed. Nearly a lain

dred species are known, all from

salt water. Most of them are cov

ered with a brownish epidermis.

Closely allied to the last faniii_\

is the Vermetid^s, some of the mem
bers of which recall the Serpula

among the worms (p. 227) on ac

coimt of the irregularity and vei

mian shape of the shells. The ani

nial has an elongate head bearing

two long tentacles. The shell be

gins as a regular spiral, but after a

few turns the resciilaritv is lost, and -^
, ,'^

; .
i 1 lil I u nt.tabUm.biu.alu

the tubular shell grows in any dn-ec-

tion, the spiral character almost entirely disaiijiearing. Tlie shell grows more rayiidly

than the animal, and, as a result, the posterior portions of the tube are partitioned
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off by a calcareous deposit, thus giving a ready means of separating the shell of the

mollusc from that of the worm. In Vermetus the shell is entire, but in Siliquaria

the tube has a longitudinal slit. CcBcum is usually placed here, but it differs

greatly in its lingual dentition, only two lateral teeth on either side being present, and

the rhaehidians are absent. The shell begins as a spiral, but with growth the older

portions are lost and the shell becomes simjily a curved tube embracing an arc of from

sixty to ninety degrees. Both Vermetus and Ccucum are represented on the shores of

the United States ; the species of the latter genus are very minute, and in assorting the

contents of the dredge they readily escape notice. Some of the Vermetid^ become

attached to sub-marine objects, while others are always free. Specific limits are not

very well defined, owing to the irregularity of the shells.

The apple-shells of dealers belong to the family Ampullariid.e. These live in

tropical countries, where they replace in the ponds and marshes the Paludinidse of

more temperate climes. Africa and Soutli America seein to be especially favorable to

their growth, and from these regions we liave the finest specimens. They are an am-

phibious group, living apparently equally well either in or out of the water, yet they

require a certain amount of moisture for their well being, and when their native

marshes dry uji they burrow deep into the mud. They are well fitted by nature for

their am}ihibious life, for they have botli lungs and gills. The lung cavity is placed

above that which contains the gills, but the two are connected by means of an opening-

through the fleshy partition. This structure enables them to breathe either air or

water, and Professor Carl Semper, of Wiirzburg, who spent a long time in the Philip-

pines, frequently observed " that the AmpuUarim breatlie not only with both gills and

lungs, but they do so in regular alternation ; for a certain time they inhale air at the

surface of the water, forming a hollow elongated tube by incurving the margin of the

mantle, so that tlie hollow surface is closed against

the water and open only at the top. When they

have thus sucked in a sufiieient quantity of air,

the}- reverse the margin of the mantle, opening

the tube, into which the water streams. The
clianges are tolei-ably frequent, once or twice in

a few minutes, dejtending probably on the tem-

jieraturc."

The apple snails are long-lived, and specimens

have been brought to northern climes hidden in

the hollows of logs of mahogany from Honduras,

cut no one knows how long before. Mr. Laidlj-,

who lived for many years at Calcutta, tried many
experiments with them, and some specimens

^\•hich were confined for five years in a drawer

were alive at the end of that period.

The shells are large, thin, and globular, cov-

ered with a glossy epidermis, and closed by a

horny operculum. The eyes are good-sized, and

are placed on short stalks, and the tentacles are very long and slender. The eggs are

large and spherical .and are laid upon the stems of water-plants in large bunches, fur-

nishing many a meal for the marsh birds. The most prominent genus is Ampidlaria,

in which the epidermis is usually green, and the respiratory tube long. Tlie South

Fig. 442.— Ampidlaria canaliculas, apple snail.
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Ameru-ins call them idol sliells. A few sjjecies are fouiul in the southern portion of

North America, living in the rice swamps of Georgia, etc.

The family Valvatid.e embraces a few small fresh-water shells, usually associated

with the PaludinidiX'. The shells are discoidal or conical and are usually covered witli a

greenish epidermis. The animal has a small foot, and when in motion the delicate bran-

chial plume is extended outside the gill cavity, and may be seen, an object of beauty,

above the neck. TJie species ai-e distributed through the temperate _JF^,

regions of the globe, frequenting slow-running rivers and ponds. They ^^
are hermaphroditic and lay their eggs in a single capsule attached to fig.443. — Cai-

stones or to aquatic plants. Valvata, the only genus, has been divided

into three or four sub-genera. Our figure re]iresents Valvata tricarinata, a common
species in some parts of the United States. Other forms have the whorls rounded

instead of angular.

We have already referred to some of the limpets on a preceding page, but it is ex-

tremely doubtful if all shoiUd be included in the Zygobranchiate Mollusca and if any

value is to be placed on lingual dentition, some of them should be assigned a position

here. We have already mentioned the Acmjsid^, and would merely state that usually

they are considered as closely allied to the Calyptk.eid^ which

will receive brief mention. In this family the shell is limpet-like

and with the beginning somewhat spiral. In some the spiral is so

far developed as to form a partial partition (columellar lip) so that

the common name 'slipper-limpet' is very ajijiropriate. In others

the interior of the shell is simple. Unlike the other limpets jire-

\iously mentioned, these forms are sedentary, and most of them

never seem to leave the spot where they settle down in early life.

„ . , , That this stationary habit occurs is shown by the shape of the
Fig. 444. — Crepidula •' J i

fnmicata, slipper shell, whicli is always moulded to fit any irregularities of the sur-
limpet.

.

J t'

face to which they are attached. Thus, when on an oyster shell,

the edge of the slipper-lim]iet reproduces (of course reversed) all the elevations and

depressions of the other. With this stationary life it is not readily seen what they

live upon, tuiless it be the microsco])ic life so abundant in the sea water, for they can-

not nu)\c far to ol)tain the attached alga;. In confinement some have lieen known
to devour animal food.

The genus Crepidula departs but little in conchologieal characters from the ty2ie

usual in the univalve molluscs. The general ajipearance may be seen

from our figures, which rejiresent two of the common American forms.

The a|ierture is divided by a posterior lamina (the columellar lip) so

tliat the resemblance to a slipper is striking, whence the

common name, slipper-lim]>et. These forms are almost

always found .attached to the shells of other molluscs,

the outer part of the aperture of Natica and JVassa, when
inhabited by hermit crabs, being a favorite place. AVhy
this association of forms should e.xist has not been e.x-

pl.ained
;

jiossibly the crumbs dropped from the hermit's dinner m.ay

afford abundant food for the limpet. Frequently several individuals are

placed one above another, the lowest one adhering to some living or dead
shell or to the king-ci-ab {Liinidus).

The genera Calyptrcea and C'rucibnliiin are known as cup-and-saucer limpets. In
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Fig. 447. — Nat'ica hems
crawling, showing the
very large foot.

the centre of the inner surface of the shell is a calcareous cup, the shell proper coiTes-

pondiiig to the saucer. In habits the members of these genera are much like the

species of Crepidula. Among the other genera of the family

ma\- be mentioned Infundibuliim, Ccipulus, and Hipjyoni/a:

The Naticid^ are carnivorous marine snails witli globular

shells and an entire half-moon shaped aperture, the outer lip of

which is shar|), while the inner one is usually ornamented with

a callus deposit which is frequently thick and extensive. The
animal has a very large foot, and, when extended, broad folds

nearly or quite envelop the whole shell. The tentacles are

small, slender, and widely separated, though connected for a

portion of their length by a fleshy membrane arising from the

top of the head. Eyes may be i^resent or absent ; when jiresent

they are placed at the base of the tentacles.

The genus Natica, with its two hundred species, is distrib-

uted all over the world. It has been divided into the sub-

genera Neverita, Lmiatia, Mamma, Amaura, etc., which need

not be characterized here. All are active predaceous forms,

living by preference on sandy bottoms and shores, often stray-

ing above low-water mark so that they are left exposed by the

receding tide. At such times they usually burrow just be-

neath the surface, creating a little hummock of sand.

In northern New England the most common species

is Xatica {Lunatia) Jteros. It is there the largest

littoral univalve, the shell in large specimens attain-

ing a diameter of three and a half and a length of

five inches. In color the adult shell is ashy gray or

brownish, the inside of the aperture being reddish
;

but the young are frequently marked with three

rows of dark, usually reddish spots. This was for-

merly regarded as a distinct species under the name

triseriata. South of Cape Cod Natica (jVeverita)

duplicata is fully as abundant as the species just

named. It may readily be distinguished by the

callus which in this species completely covers the

umbilicus, as shown in the cut. Natica heros ex-

tends south to Georgia, and N. duplicata has been reported from Mexico and Yucatan.

Several other species of the genus are found on our eastern coasts.

The food of Natica is mostly bivalve molluscs. Burrowing through the mud, the

snail runs across some unfortunate clam, and immediately the siege begins. Close its

valves as tightly as possible, the clam is not secure ; for the snail brings its well-armed

lingual ribbon into play and by drawing it across the shell, slightly rotating the body

meanwhile, it rasi)S away a ])ortion of the hard calcai'eoiis armor, and in time it makes

a hole through to the soft ]iarts, which are then devoured. The hole through the

shell is almost perfectly circular, and is bevelled like a countersunk hole made by

the artisan.

The egg masses of the Naticas bear the common name sand-saucers ; they are

among the most abundant objects on the sea-shore during the spawning season. The

Fig. 448.— Natica heros.
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general shape is shown in the figure ; it is somewhat like a saucer without a bottom,

but the two ends of the ribbon are not united. On holding one uj) to the light, the

numerous eggs are seen as light spots arranged in quincunx. For a long time these

sand-saucers were a puzzle to naturalists, and under several diiJerent names they were

regarded as Polyzoa. The peculiar shape of the ribbon is due to the method of its

Fig. 449. — Santi-saucer, egg mass of Naiica her

formation. As it passes out of the parent it passes over the foot and is pressed against

the body of the shell. At first it is soft, gelatinous, and adhesive, but soon it hardens

and unites firmly to the surface some of the surrounding sand. Mr. A. H. Tuttle has

recently studied the develojnnent of these eggs.

Tiie shell of Sigaretits is much like that of Haliotis, but lacks the series of perfora-

tions characteristic of that form. The species

frequent sand flats in the warmer waters of the

world, where they crawl in a sluggish manner

searching for food. They are very timorous

and retract themselves on the slightest alarm

;

but, owing to the large size of the aperture and

the miinite operculum, they are not much better

off after having withdrawn themselves as much
as possible into the shell. Lamellarla, in shape

of shell, holds a position about midway between

Ncitica and Sigaretus, but has no operculum.

Only ten species are known, none of them from

America. The following observations apjily to

L. 2)ers2ncua, a European sjsecies. The time of

s])awning is during February and March. At
that time the female eats a round hole in the colonies of one or more species of com-

])ound ascidians, this it lines with a pot-shaped capsule furnished with a transparent

lid. Ill this the eggs are placed, and, as they increase in size, the whole nest rises up

beyond the surrounding portion of the ascidian. At last the embryos are ready to

begin their free life, and then the lid bursts open and out come the young. By some

the genus Entoconclia is placed in or near this family.

With the family Cerithiid^e we return to a group of molluscs with long and

slender shells, resembling in many respects the Molanians, but in others departing

considerably from them. The shell is long and many-whorlod, the aperture with an

anterior canal and a second less distinct posteriorly. The proper habitat of the

family is in the tropics, though numerous members arc found in colder waters. Some
of the species are marine, some live in brackish water, while others inhabit streams

FlO. 450. — I^atica duplicata.
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and ponds. The species of Cei-ithium ave numerous and variable, and it is said that

it was the difficulty of classifying the species of this genus that first led Lamarck to

speculate upon the origin of species. Our sjsecies are mostly placed among the sub-

genera Centhiopsis, JBittium, and Triforis. They are all marine. The species of the

latter have reversed shells, and one (
7'. nigrocinctus) is abundant

on bottoms where the algas are numerous.

The fresh and brackish water species are mostly placed in the

genus Jr'otamides, of which Pyrazus, Telescopiurn, and Cerithidea

are to be regarded as sub-genera. The fifty known species are

mostly fi'om the eastern hemisphere. The brackish-water species of

the East Indies frequently leave the water and climb on the roots

and branches of the mangrove trees, suspending themselves by glu-

tinous threads. The Malays are fond of P. telescopiurn and P.

palust}'e, which they cook by throwing them on their wood fires.

The bent pin, so useful (according to Dickens) in extracting the

meat of the periwinkle, would here avail but little, on account of the

numerous whorls ; so the natives break off the apex of the shell and

then suck the animal through the opening thus made. The individ-

uals of this genus are very numerous in suitable places, and near

Calcutta Potamides telegcopium is so abundant that the shells are

gathered and burned for lime, the animals l)eing previously killed by exposure to the

sun.

The cowries, or porcelain shells, are known in scientific nomenclature as the Cyp-

E^iD^fi. Like the cones, they are favt.rites with collectors, and a drawer filled with

their enamelled and brightly-colored

shells is a beautiful sight. By char- .

acters derived from the shell they are / i

readily distinguished from all other

molluscs, for the spire is nearly or

quite concealed by the body whorl.

The aperture is long and narrow, ter-

minating at each end in a notch, while

the lips are usually toothed, the outer

one being thickened and rolled in-

wards in the adult, though in the

young it is thin and sharp, and the

spire is visible. The animal has a

broad foot, while the mantle is ex-

panded on either side so as to form

broad lobes (usually fringed on the

margin), which turn up over the shell.

When full grown these lobes secrete the shining enamel which covers the entire ex-

terior of the shell and obscures the R])ire. The line where the lobes of the mantle

meet upon the back is usually marked with a lighter Hue.

The principal genus, Cyprcea, contains about two hundred tropical and semi-

tropical species, only a few of which occur in the Atlantic, the great majority lieing

from the East Lidies and the islands of the Pacific. In habit some are retiring, hid-

ing themselves under stones and among the branches of coral, while others crawl

- Cyprosa art/us, eyed cowr
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about, exposed to the full rays of the sun. They are littoral annuals, occurring most

numerously near or just below low-water mark. The colors of the shells are lirinht,

or are laid on in pretty and striking jiatterns, while the animals are, if

possible, even more beautiful than the shells. Some of the species are

among the conchological rarities, and for tliem, in times

](ast, enormous prices have been jjaid. The rarest species

(or at least the highest priced ones) are C. guttata and C.

princeps. Certain species have always been highly prized

by savage races, and Vypnaa moneta, the money cowry,

passes, or used to pass, as the current medium of exchange

among some of the African tribes. It is a native of tlie

Pacific Ocean, and is brouglit in large numbers to Eng-

land and thence shijjped to Africa to be used in barter.

Among the sub-genera may be mentioned IVivia, Lu-

ponia, and Aricia, C. moneta being a reiiresentative of

the latter. Trivia strays into northern waters, one species being found

in European seas, while another is found in California. The sub-genus

Luponia is also represented by two sjiecies in the latter region. All

the species of Cyprma are carnivorous, and they eat living or dead food.

The species of Ovuluni are to be recognized by their elongate shell, which, in some

forms, is greatly drawn out at the extrenuties, as in the weaver's-shuttle shell, 0. volva,

from the Phili])pines. These shells are not so prettily marked as the cowries are, but

Fig. 453.— Trii'ia
catifornica.

FlG.454.— Tnt)
curopcEa.

Flc 455. — Urillum tolru, wiiavcr's sliuttle shell.

ar^ usually more or less unicolored, and the color sometimes corresponds to that of

the surroundings, and the Floridian species, Ovuhim tmipKcatum., is said to be yellow

or purple according to the color of the gorgonid corals on which it dwells, and on

which it is supposed to feed.

The Steombidje receive the common name, wing slu'lls, on account of the broad

wing-like exj)ansion of the outer li]i in some of the species. Other

conmion names are apjslied to some of the members of the family.

The animals are among the most active of the molluscs. The long

and muscular foot is divided into two halves, adapting it for pro-

gression by a sei-ies of leaps instead of the ordinary creeping motion.

Tlie operculum is also an aid in locomotion ; it is claw-shaped and

toothed on the outer edge, and these serrations are used to obtain

a foothold. Then the foot is straightened by a violent muscular

action, and the animal jumps forward. The other p.arts are

ecjually well developed, and seem to demand for these animals

a place near the toj) of the gasteropod series. The eyes are large

and placed at the extremities of the thick stalks, while the ten-

tacles are long and slender, the tentacles and eye-stalks being united for a portion of

their length. The muzzle is long and extensible. The strombs are carnivorous and

FiQ. 456.— StTombus
pugllis.
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scavengers, feeding almost entirely on dead and decaying animal matter. The shell

has a sharp conical spire, the outer lip is expanded, and usually is notched near the

anterior canal.

The genus Strombus has the outer lip entire, with the exception of the notch

— - ^ mentioned above, and the aper-

tuie is long and narrow. In the

\ oung the outer lip is small, and the

shell looks like that of a cone, but as

the period of maturity is approached

It becomes flared out. Species of

1 lit larger wing-shells are among

Ik most common ornaments, large

limbers being brought from the

\\ est Indies. In the United States,

t liL species most commonly seen is

'^tt ombtts gigas, a West Indian form,

\ ilh a delicate red or jiink inteiior.

Vs the name indicates, this is one of

the largest members of the genus.

Vnother species common on the

Floiida reefs is S. pug His, the gen-

et al appearance of which may be

seen from our figure.

Allied to S()'ombus are the scor-

jnon shells forming the genus Ptero-

cera. In early life the shells are much like those of the strombs, but when ap]u-oaching

the adult condition the long finger-like processes of the

mantle begin the secretion of shelly matter, so that the

outer lip is armed with a number of strong horns. At

first these horns are channeled, but later in life they be-

come solid. In some they are short and straight, but in

others they are considerably bent. All the species come

from the Indo-Pacific regions. In Rostellarin, which has

much the same distribution, the shell is much like that of

Fksus, the spire and the antei-ior canal being longer than

in Pteroceras, while the horns of the aperture are very

much smaller. Rostellaria moves about in the same

manner as do the strombs, but some species are more

timid. It is an inhabitant of deeper water than the

other. The only other oriental genus which we will

mention is Terebellum the species of which live in deep

water. They are very active and at the same time very

timorous. "It will remain stationary for a long time

when, suddenly, it will roll over with its shell, and con-

tinue again perfectly quiet." At other times they will

leap several inches from the ground, like species of Strombiis. In some species one

of the ocular peduncles is longer than the other, and this one is used almost exclti-

sively. As in the strombs, the iris is colored and the pupil black. A2Mrrhais con-

iiUomtm^ lent gmobu
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tains but four living species, one of which, A. occidentalis, is occasionally found off

our northern coasts. Of its habits almost nothing is known. In the pelican's-1'oot

shell {A. pes-2)elecani) of Europe the outer lip is produced

into two or three long horns, like those of Pterocvra.

The helmet shells, Cassid^e, are thick and heavy, the

spire is short, and the aperture terminates in front in a

short recurved canal, the columellar lip is covered with a

thick deposit of callus, and, like the other, is toothed or

ribbed. The animal has a large head, a long extensible

proboscis, and a large foot. These species are mostly

large and active carnivorous animals, feeding chiefly on

bivalve molluscs. Owing to the fact that the shell is

made up of differently colored layers, the helmet shell-

are extensively used in the manufacture of shell cameos.

"Genoa and Rome. are the seats of the Ijest work, al-

though many common ones are cut in France. In Rome
tliere are about eighty shell-cameo cutters, and in Genoa

thirty, some of whom also carve in coral. The art of

cameo cutting was confined to Rome for upwards of forty

years, and to Italy until the last twenty-six years, at which time an Italian began cutting

cameos in Paris, and now over three hundred persons are emi^loyed in that city. . . .

The shell is first cut into pieces the size of the required cameos, by means of diamond

dust and the slitting mill, or by a blade of steel [soft iron ?] fed with emery and water.

It is then carefully shaped into a square, oval, or other form on the grindstone, and

the edge finished with the oilstone. It is next cemented to a block of wood, which

Fig. 459.— Aporrhais occidentalis.

in, 41)1 — ( I Hi jjl i( I, liuliiK-t sliL-n.

serves as a handle to be gras])ed by the artist while tracing out with a pencil the

figure to be cut on the shell. The pencil mark is followed by a sharp ))oint, which

scratches the desired outline, and this again by delicate tools of steel wire, flattened at

the end and hardened, and by files and gravers, for the removal of the superfluous

portions of the white enamel. A common darning-needle, fixed in a wooden handle,

forms a useful tool in this very minute and delicate species of carving. The careful
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manipulation necessary in this work can only be acquired by expei'ience ; the general

shape must first be wrought out, care being taken to leave every projection rather in

excess, to be gradually reduced as the details and finish of the work are approached."

About fifty species of helmet shells are known, all from the warmer seas. ( 'assis,

the largest genus, has its metropolis in the eastern seas, a few species being found in the

West Indies and in the Mediterranean. The species most used for cameos is the black

helmet, U. madagascarensis, in which the white outer layer covers a darker, almost

black, second layer. The external surface is not, as the common name would aj)par-

ently imply, wholly black. The whorls are a dirty white, and the outer part of the lips

are rosy, the black being at and near the edges of the aperture. It reaches a length

of nearly a foot. C. glauca, the species figured, is smaller ; it comes from the East

Indies. The other genera of the familv are Cas.ncJim'a, Oniscia, and Pachyhatron.

^r-

-'^^ 3;g^te;^-c

hum pcrihx, tun sliell.

The members of the family Doliid^ are large, with thin shells, the whorls of which

are ventricose, the body whorl being very large, and ornamented with revolving ribs.

The animal is large, and is provided with a remarkably developed proboscis, which is

long, cylindrical and flexible. The foot is very large and lobed in front; the tentacles

arise from a distinct head, and the eyes are placed on small pedicels growing out from

the bases of the tentacles. In the young the shell is closed by an o])erculum, but it

disajijicars with growth.

The sjiecies of Dolmm are moi-e or less globular, with a vei'y large ajierture, and

liave received the common name, tun shells, while the species of Ficula are known

from their shape as fig or pear shells. Both genera are tropical or sub-tro])ical, active

molluscs, living on animal food. The shells are not usually brightlj' colored, but the

animals themselves are handsomely marked.

Last in the order comes the Teitonid^. In conchological characters it belongs

near the Muricidae, but in dentition, development etc., its place is here, the lingual



MOLLUSCS. 353

ribbon bearing seven rows of teeth, one raehiJiaii, flanked on either side by tliree lat-

erals. The shells are ornamented with varices, the character of which serves to dis-

tinguish the two principal genera. In Ranella a varix is formed at

each half turn, so that the shell bears a flattened appearance, due to

the prominent and continuous varices of the whorls ; in Tritonium

the varices are not continuous, but are found at irregular intenaK

Almost all of the hundred and fifty species live between the tropn ~

where they feed upon decaying animal matter, the species of Randla

being among the most prominent of the molluscan scavengers. The

species of both genera are handsomely colored, and some of those of

Tritonium are among the largest of gasteropods. The shells aie

heavy, but the animals are, nevertheless, very active ; some are lit-

toral, while others live in deeper water.

Order VI.— HETEROPODA.

The naturalist, wlien skimming the surface of the ocean far from land, usually

captures numbers of pelagic forms with bodies as transparent as glass. When care-

fully studied, these forms are of the greatest interest ; there will be the curious worms

known as Sagltta, eel-like fishes {Leptocephalus) whose position is far from certain,

shrimps and larvte of Crustacea, Sulpce,, and jelly-fishes. Among the number will

usually be found specimens of the groups of molluscs known as heteropods and

jiteropods. With the former of these two we have now to deal. The Heteropods

are streptoneurous gasteropods specially organized for a jielagic life, and the modifica-

tions which they have undergone serve to place them as highest in the series. Yet

small as is the group, the variations existing in it are by no means inconsideraltle.

Tlie foot has become modified for swimming, and may have three typical divisions

well marked, or it may be reduced to a thin vertical fin, small in proportion to the

body. The body may be develojied in the normal manner, and the visceral hump

coiled in a spiral, bearing a shell, or it may be simply cylindrical and the visceral

hump completely atrophied.

The nervous system is constructed on the usual gasteropod type, and, together

with the sense organs, is highly developed. The eyes, two in number, are enclosed in

separate capsides, and are moved by ajijiropriate muscles. They are highly orgaiiized,

with cornea, iris, lens, and retina, and, like those of the cephalopods to be described

farther on, they are much like those of vertebrates, the principal difference being in

the relative positions of the fibres of the oj^tic nerve and the layer of rods and cones.

The large ears are placed at or near the sides of the cerebral ganglion, and receive

their nervous supply from it. The organ of smell is also highly developed, and is

]>laced near the gills when these latter are present, or in a corresponding position

when the branchiaj have disappeared. The organ consists of a groove of ciliated sen-

sory epithelium placed just above an olfactory ganglion .and innervated in the normal

manner.

Owing to the great transparency of the living anim.als, the study of the internal

structure is an easy task ; no dissection is necessary to ascertain the principal features,

all that is required being to place the animal under the microscope. The adjoining

figure of the structure of Atlanta was originally made in this way. The head extends

forward, more or less like a proboscis, and bears the eyes and usually a pair of ten-

voL. I.— 23
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tacles. At its extremity is tlie large buccal mass, wliicli can be protruded so as to

bring tlie well-developed lingual ribbon, with its sharp and movable teeth, against its

Fio. 463. — Atlanta peronii ; a, brain; b, infra-CESophageal ganglia; c, eye; jf, gills; h, heart
/.-, kidney; t, liver; m, mouth; o, ovary; p, operculum; t, male reproductive glaud.

prey. The general positions and relations of the viscera can be seen from our figures,

and need not be described at length. Gills are usually present, but not constantly so,

occasionally individuals of the same species varying in this respect.

The sexes are separate in the heteropods. The eggs are usually laid in long

cylindrical cords, which in the case of Firoloides soon break up into short pieces. In

the Atlantidte, on the other hand, the eggs are deposited separately. The young, in

their development, pass through a troehosphere and then a veliger stage.

All of the heteropods are predatory animals, feeding on the numerous forms

around them. In seizing their prej% the buccal mass and lingual ribbon are extended,

and the lateral teeth are bent outwards; then bv a muscular movement the curved

Fig. ie4. — Carinaria.

laterals are closed against each other, forceps-like, and the prey is secured. The ani-

mals are very ravenous, and in their world they play no inconspicuous part in the

reduction of the numbers of other animals. Comparatively few naturalists have

studied the habits of these beautiful animals, except those found in the Mediterra-

nean, and we therefore copy, sometimes word for word, the account given by Mr.

Arthur Adams:— Among the pelagic heterojjodous molluscs which we found in ci'oss-
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insj the South Atlantic Ocean were vast mimbers of Atlantce and numerous Carinarice.

They are crepuscular animals like the pteropocis, and are furnished with hyaline shells

of the greatest delicacy and beauty. The Atlanta, with an elegant, glassy, spiral,

carinated shell, globose in one sjjecies and flattened in another, is quite a sprightly

little mollusc, probing every object within its i-each by means of its elongated trunk,

twisting its body about, and swimming in every direction by the lateral movements of

its vertical dilated foot. I have frequently seen them descend to the bottom of the

glass vessel in which they were kept, iix themselves there in the manner of a Icecli by

their sucking disc, and carefully examine the nature of their prison by protruding the

front jjortion of their foot in every direction. Almost all pelagic molluscs usually

swim on their backs in a reversed position, and although I have seen them commonly

swim in this way after capture, they frequently progress feebly with the shell upper-

most. When fresh and just taken, I have seen both Atlanta and Carinaria swim

with their bodies in every position ; 'on their sides, on their backs, and with the foot

downwards. The Carinarice are swift and rapid in their movements, and dart for-

A(P. ^-^ '•.

,

Fio. 465.— Pterolrachea scutata; a, shield; 6, proboscis; c, mouth; d, float; e, sucker; g, cloacal sac; A, gills;

t, genital gland; I, alimentary canal; m, eye.

wards by a continuous effort, moving their foot and caudal ap]iendage from side to

side as a powerful natatory organ ; they do not progress by sudden jerks like Atlanta.

Three well-marked families of Heteropoda are recognized by naturalists. In the

Atlantid^ the visceral hump is well developed, and is enclosed in a spiral, glassy

shell, large enough to contain the animal when retracted. The shell starts in a dex-

tral spiral, but soon becomes flattened and bilaterally symmetrical. Its edge is pro-

vided with a sharp keel, and the aperture is closed on the retraction of the animal by

a thin ovate oi)erculum. But two genera are known, Atlanta and O.vi/ffi/rns, contain-

ing a total of about twenty-five species, all from the warmer seas. The fossil genus

lielkrophon possibly belongs here.

In the CARiNARTD.i: the visceral hump and the shell have undergone considerable

reduction in size, as shown by our figure. The shell is hyaline, and from beneath its

margin project the gills. The middle lobe of the foot is alone pi-ominent, and extends

from the lower surface of the body like a vertical fin. The tentacles arc well devel-

oped. The tvv'o genera Carinaria and Cardiapoda contain a baker's dozen of species.

In the Pterotracheid^ the reduction of the visceral hump is carried to its

fullest extent. The animal forms a long, cylindrical body, relieved only by the ven-

tral foot and the small and inconspicuous gills, which are unprotected in some forms,
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project but a short distance from the body. The shell is absent, and the foot is pro-

vided only in the male with a sucking disc. Two genera are recognized. In Ptero-

truchea {= Firola) no tentacles are present in either sex, and the tail is pinnate. In

the other genus, Firoloides, tentacles are present in the male, but the tail fin is simple

and slender, and the gills may be present or absent even in the same species. The

egg string of the Pterotracheans is much like that of Carinaria ; it is long and

subcylindrical, and the eggs are imbedded in a single row in the glassy matrix. Ovi-

position a])pears to take place the whole year round, but most abundantly between

September and March. The Pterotrachece seem to possess great vitality and to with-

stand injuries which would be certain death to other forms. The loss of the gills is

of no especial consequence, and indeed they are so small in proportion to the body

that they are of no great use, and are to be regarded as rudiments of respiratory

organs which have been retained during a retrograde development. This vitality

goes even farther, as the following quotation will show :— '^Anops peronii, described

and figured as having no head, was probably a mutilated Firola. ' Such specimens

are very common, and seem just as lively as the rest.'
"

Sub-Class III.— Ptekopoda.

The wing-footed Mollusca is another group, the position of which is far from

certain. By some it is made a class equivalent to the acephals and cephalopods,

some place it near the base of the cephalophorous series, and one

recent author has regarded it as a member of the Cephalopoda. The

best authorities are, however, inclined for the present to regard it as

a member of the Cephalophorn, assigning it a position at the top of

the group, a course which we will adopt.

The pteropods are pelagic molluscs which derive their name from

the fact that portions of the foot (epipodia) are expanded and fitted

for aquatic flight. The body is sometimes long and stretched out in

a straight line ; at others it is coiled in a sjiiral. The anterior i)art, or

head, is usually not plainly differentiated from the foot. In some the

mantle is not well marked, and tlie body is naked ; in others the

mantle is well developed and secretes a glassy, horny, cartilaginous,

or even calcareous shell, the two sides of which are almost invariably

alike, and into which the whole body can be retracted. At the an-

terior end is the mouth, which is either surrounded by two tentacles,

or six protrusible processes armed with minute sucking discs, or by

(as in Piieumodermo?}) two long arms bearing suckers like those of

a cuttle-fish. The mouth is provided with jaws and a lingual ribbon,

the teeth of which vary between moderate limits, some having twenty-

five, and others as few as three in a transverse row. Salivary glands

are present, and just behind the entrance of their ducts the alimentary

FiG.m.-Creseisacic- c^"''^' widens into a stomach, and then contracts to form the intestine,

fa;' b, brain; h, ^-hjeh, after a number of convolutions, bends on itself, terminating
heart; ?, reproduc- '

live organ; s, sto- „suallv on the ri"ht side near the edge of the mantle.
raach; ir, wings. ' ^

-i i t t i j
The circulatory organs are but poorly developed, and a closed sys-

tem does not exist. The arteries end with wide openings in the body cavity. Here tlie

blood passes about between the tissues through spaces without proper walls, going to the
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respiratory organs, and thence to the heart. In some forms no respii-atory organs are

present, the skin serving the purpose, but in others gills occur, none of which (excejit

possibly those of Pneumodermon) are the homologues of those of most molluscs. In

Pneumodermon the gills ai-e borne on the hinder end of the body, but in the theco-

somatous forms there are folds in the mantle cavity which subserve respiratory ])ur-

poses. The kidneys are long, contractile tubes, communicating internally with the peri-

cardial cavity, and externally either with the mantle cavity, or with the exterior. In

nervous system the ptei-opods are very similar to the opistliobranchs.

The cerebral ganglia in one group are nearly united and placed above

the throat, but in others they occupy widely separated, lateral posi-

tions. Two auditory capsules are present, placed near the pedal

ganglia, but eyes are either absent or remain in a very rudimentai-y

condition, a fact which accords with their nocturnal habits.

The pteropods are hermaphroditic, the genital glands being placed

beneath the heart in the visceral sac, and commonly possessing a

common duct. The eggs are laid in long cylindrical strings, which

float freely about in the sea. The development of some of the sitecies

has been followed by the eminent Swiss embryologist, Henuann Fol.

The larva is provided with a velum and a shell, the latter cajjable of

being closed by an operculum. With growth, the embryonic shell

is cast aside, and in some is replaced by a second permanent shell,

while others remain naked throurdi life. This presence or absence Fio- "i;- — ''"'itrio
» I columella.

of a shell in the adult is correllated with other structural peculiarities

which served, in the hands of De Blainville, to divide the sub-class into two orders.

The pteropods are mostly small, but few acquiring a length of an incii or more

;

yet, notwithstanding their small size, they are objects of beauty. They live upon the

high seas in all quarters of the globe, at times appearing in vast multitudes, especially

at the approach of darkness and during the later moments of twilight. They swim

about l)y the violent flappings of their wings, or they retract these organs and sink at

will into the depths of the sea, out of the reach of storms.

Order I.— THECOSOMATA.

As the name implies, this division of the pteropods has the body enclosed in a

case or shell, and with this protection of the body are associated other structural

features, which need to be only briefly alluded to. The head is but feebly developed

;

indeed, is frequently not distinct from the rudimentary foot which remains in con-

nection with the wings or gi-eatly developed epipodia. Rudimentary tentacles are

present.

In the IIYALEID.E the shell is horny or calcareous, never spiral, but either nearly

globular or needle-shaped, the two sides being symmetrical, temiinating with one or

three sharp points. The cavity of the mantle opens ventrally and contains a horse-

shoe-shaped plaited and ciliated gill. Best known in the family is the genus IJyalea,

or, as it is frequently termed, Cavolina, the species of which belong to temperate or

tro])ical seas. The shell is nearly globular, somewhat flattened above and rounded

below, while the posterior extremity terminates in three points. The aperture is

narrow and is continued by a slit on either side, through which are protruded folds of

the mantle (shown in our figure), the function of which is uncertain. The Hijalece
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swim in a very erratic manner, darting hither and thither with great rapidity, turning

suddenly, and being always on the alert for food. They, like all the rest of the group,

are carnivorous, devouring immense quan-

tities of microscopic animals. The species

of Cleodora swim in a much more leisurely

manner, not turning as abruptly as those

of the former genus. They have a straight,

triangular shell, terminating in a sharp

point behind, and in front with a trian-

gular mouth. In Styliola (or Creseis) the

shell is round and needle-shaped, running to

an acute tip. The species average about

half an inch in length and have perfectly

transparent, glassy shells, through which all

parts of their internal structure can be dis-

tinctly seen. S. vitrea occurs on the New
England coast. Cuvieria is another genus

which should receive mention. In early
Fig. 46S. — Ilijalea trntaitata.

life it is much like Styliola, but with growth it partitions off the

hinder parts of the shell, and the body moves forward and builds ;i

swollen and more neai'ly cylindrical shell. The deserted portidii--

of the shell soon become broken off, and the result is the truncate 1

ajipearance shown in our figure, which illustrates a species comnKni

to the Mediterranean and the trojiical Atlantic. I have seen numer-

ous specimens, each about half an inch in length, collected between

the Bermudas and Florida.

Here, in all probability, belong the problematical fossils known

as Conularia or ' cone-in-cone.' They first appear in the Silurian,

and some reach, for pteropods, an enormous size, an Australian

species being estimated to have had a length of about sixteen inches.

They have a four-sided shell, with the apex partitioned off by nar-

row, closely placed septa, so that the whole resembles a series of

cones, or rather of pyramids, nested within one another. Those

other long and slender fossils, ornamented with rings, and known Tentacnlites, should

also be jjlaced here. They occur in Silurian and Devonian rocks.

The LiMACiNiD^ are readily recognized by the spirally-coiled shell, the whorls of

which are sinistral. The mantle is large and opens dorsally. The species are largely

inhabitants of the colder waters, some being found in the Arctic and Antarctic seas.

On our coast a member of the family, Spirialis r/ouldii, is not very uncommon in the

evening, both north and south of Cape Cod. Mr. Alexander Agassiz kejit several in

confinement for a while, and observed that during the day they were quiet, and rarely

left the bottom of the jars in which they were confined, but after dark they became

very active and arose to the surface.

The Cyjibulidte are noticeable for their comparatively large size and the very

peculiar shell which they secrete. In early life, like the rest of the group, they have

a small, spiral, horny shell, but this becomes lost and in its place the animal secretes a

cartilaginous slipper-shaped shell, apparently ])ossessing no more consistency than

ordinary gelatine jelly. ^ In this thick, transparent, flexible shell sits the mollusc, like

Fig. im.—Cleodora
pyramidata.
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the old woman in her slice, paddling about by the large oval wings; but, unlike the

other shelled pteropods, it has not the power to retract itself within the aperture.

Two genera are known ; Cymbulia, with a slipper-shaped shell pointed in front and

square behind, and 2'iedemannia, with a body much like that of Cymbulia, but with

the shell internal. Tiedemannia can change its colors at will liy means of chromato-

phores much like those of the ceplialopods soon to be described.

"^'

Order II.— GYMNOSOMATA.

The Gymnosomata are naked pteropods, in which the head is distinct and well

separated from the body and the foot, and in which well-developed tentacles are

present. The wings are distinct from

the foot, and external gills are present

in one family. The young at first are

provided with a shell and swim by means

of a velum, but soon both these embry-

onic structures are lost, and, pending

the development of the wings, the larva

swims by means of bands of cilia which

surround the body, as shown in our figure

of the larva of Pneicmodermon.

In the Clionid^e the body is spindle-

shaped, and the head beai-s tentacles

which are without suckers. In Clione

there are two of these tentacles, and,

besides, from either side of the mouth

arise three pairs of extensible processes

armed with minute suckers. The num-

ber of these suckers is enormous. In

the fresh specimen the appendages are

reddish in color, but under a low power

of the microscope the color is seen to

be due to a number (about three thou-

sand on each tentacle) of red cylindrical

sheaths, and upon the use of a higher

amplification each of these cylinders is

seen to contain about twenty suckers ])laced on slender stems, and capable of being

protruded from the mouth of the sheath. Now, since a she.ath contains twenty

suckers, and since there are about three thousand sheaths on each appendage, a

simple mathematical operation shows us that each Clione is furnished with about

360,000 suckers.

Clione borealis, as its name implies, is an Arctic form which is frequently seen in

vast patches. Together with Limacina boi'ealis, a s]iecies belonging to the last order,

it furnishes the principal food supply of the wh.alebone whales. The whalers call it

' brit,' and the presence of one of these schools of brit is considered as indicative of

a good whaling ground. Clione papilionacea occasionally occurs on the eastern coasts

of the United States, and has been reported as far south as New York. It may be

that its apparent rarity is due to the facts that it is a northern form, and th.it natural-

FiG. 470.— Larva of Pni^umodermon.
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ists are not in the habit of trailing the surface net in tlie winter. Tliis species reaches

a length of about an inch and a half.

In the PNEUMODERMONiDyE the body has much the same shape as in the other, but

it is distinguished by the presence of posterior external gills, and two extensible arms

bearing suckers much like those of the cephalopods. Specimens of Pnemnodermon

are common in the Mediterranean and in the warmer Atlantic. They swim strongly,

but when touclied by a foreign object they roll themselves up like an armadillo, and,

feigning death, sink until out of the reach of ajiparent danger.

Class III.— CEPHALOPODA.
We have now reached the highest group of the molluscs, the one which embraces

the squids and cuttle-fishes, and which has given rise to many of tlie tales and legends

of the sea-serpent and other marine monsters. But before indulging in these stories,

we must first look at some of the structural and embryological features which mark
off the cephalopods from the rest of the molluscs, a distinction which has always been

recognized, though the reasons therefor have not until recently been scientifically

formulated. This confusion has been due to the fact that the cephalopods are a higlily

organized type, which, in course of a long residence on the earth, have eliminated all

traces of a metamorphosis from their development, and which consequently j)rogress

in a straight line from the egg to the adult.

The body of the cephalopods is enveloped in a mantle, open only at the anterior

end, from whence proceeds the head, separated from the body by a slight constriction

or neck. On either side of the head is a large eye, the structure of which will be

described farther on. Beyond the eyes arises a circle of usually eight or ten lobes, or

'arms,' in the centre of which is the mouth. Part of the difficulty in homologizing the

cephalopods with the other gasteropods has arisen in connection with these arms.

They were early recognized as corresponding to the foot, and, as they arose from the

head, the name Cephalopoda (head-footed) was applied to the group. At a later date,

the siphon (a structure to be described immediately) was studied, and again the foot

was recognized. Which was right? Further investigation showed that both were

correct. The arms correspond to the anterior division (pi'opodium), the siphon to the

middle one (niesopodium), while the metapodium is absent, or represented by a rudi-

ment, forming a v.alve in the siphon of some species.

The .arms, or tentacular lobes, as we have just said, surround the mouth. In the

Nautilus they bear peculiar tentacles, capable of being retracted into tubular sheaths.

In the rest of the cephalojjods they are longer, and are armed on one side with spheri-

cal sucking organs,— acetabula, they are called. Each one of these sucking organs

has a rim, which can be closely apjilied to any foreign body, and the hold increased

by means of numerous fine hooks around the edge. In the centre is a moveable por-

tion, which, from its jihysiological resemblance to the plunger of a pump, has received

the name of piston. The animal ajiplies these suckers to any foreign object, and then

pulls out the piston. Besides these suckers, certain arms of some species bear numbers

of sliarp, recuiwed hooks. Of the manner of capturing the prey we shall speak later.

INIorphology shows (in a way which need not here be discussed) that these arms

and tentacles correspond to the first division of the foot (propodium) of other mol-

luscs. Next comes the siphon, the homological niesopodium. Tliis is a tubular

structure, arising from what is usually called the ventral surface of the body, and
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projecting a short distance outside the mantle. In Nautilus the two lobes of the
siphon are separate, being merely folded one upon the other in order to form the tube,
but in all other living forms this condition is character-

istic of an embryonic stage, and, long before the adult

is reached, the two halves unite.

The shape of the mantle dejiends on that of the

body. In all it is a cup-shaped or conical envelope,

attached to the rest of the animal by a narrow line on

the dorsal surface. Its anterior mai-gin is free, but is

provided with little depressions which fit over corre-

sponding cartilages on the siphon, so that the only

communication between the cavity of the mantle and

the exterior may be through the siphon. The mantle

is highly muscular and in life is constantly expanded

and contracted, alternately filling and emptying the

cavity. The water thus taken in subserves the pur-

poses of respiration, and also plays an important part

in locomotion. The animal takes the water in through

the free space between the neck and the mantle, and

then, if using it only for respiratory purjioses, passes

it out again in the same way ; but if it desires to

change its position, the mantle is hooked to tlie

siphonal cartilages, and then the water is forced out

through the siphon. Changes in direction are pro-

vided for by the flexibility of the end of the sijihon.

When the animal wishes to go in a backward course,

the siphon is left in its normal condition ; wlien in a

forward direction, the end of the siphon is bent over

the edge of the mantle, so that the current is directed

toward the end of the body, and by the reaction loco-

motion is effected.

In all but a very few of the cephalopods, the mantle

secretes a shell, which may be either horny or calcare-

ous. In the young of all, a shell gland appears exactly

as in all other molluscs, but in the great majority of

the living forms it soon becomes enclosed by the in-

growth and coalescence of the edges, and hence the

shell is internal. In this case it is usually much longer

than broad, and serves to give strength and stiffness

to the otherwise soft body. In SjJir-

ula an exception is found. The shell

is enclosed in the body, but the gland

which forms it does not become com-

pletely closed. The shell, also, is not

a long flat object, but is tubular and

coiled in a spiral, and, moreovei-, is

partitioned off and traversed by a slender tube, much like that in the shell of Nauti-
lus now to lir described. In this genus the shell is external, but the early stages

Fig. 471.— External anatomy of Lollfjo
pealeiy as shown by cutting open tiie

mantle: a, arms; 6, eye; c, siphon; d,
cartilages of siphon, over which hook
those of the mantle, e; /, free eilge of
mantle; j/, mantle; //, gills; (.rectum;
7?J, ink-bag; n. penis; (/, intestine; r,

veins from gills; s, gill muscles; t,

branchial artery; it, branchial heart;
V, mantle artery; iv, posterior venie
caviB; X, visceral sac; y, cavity of
mantle.
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of its "irowth have not yet been studied. In tlie adult it is coiled in a flattened

siiiral, like that of a Planorbis. A very imisortant distinction is, however, to be

noticed in the relations of the shell to the animals in these two forms. In Planorbis

the foot is turned toward the inside of the coils ; in Nautilus the reverse is the case.

The shell, to exactly correspond, should be unrolled and coiled in the opposite direction.

Besides this peculiarity the shell of the Nautilus is chambered. At regular periods

of o-rowth the animal moves forward in its shell, and partitions off a chamber by

means of a calcareous partition ; again and again is the process repeated until the

result is the series of cells so familiar to all in the sawed shell of the pearly nautilus.

A similar partitioning off of the shell is somewhat common among the gasteropods,

and several instances liave been mentioned in the preceding pages, but in Nautilus

and its allies a feature is introduced unknown elsewhere in the Mollusca, and, indeed,

in the animal kingdom. In these forms the ])artitions of the chambered sliell are

traversed by a cord-like pedicle arising from the central portion of the dorsal region of

the body. This pedicle, in passing through the partitions, forms a more or less tubular

series of openings known as the sipluincle, and by this tube any recent or fossil shell

may at once be recognized as belonging to the Cephalopoda. The deserted chambers

are filled in the living specimens with a gas, the purpose of which seems to be to lessen

the specific gravity of the animal. The gas is said to be a mixture of o.xygen and

nitrogen, the latter in greater proportion than in the atmosphei-e. How it obtains

entrance to the chambers is unknown ;
possibly it is secreted by the animal, as is the

case in manv other animals. Arcella (one of the Protozoa allied to Difflugia) fills its

shell with gas ; the float of the siphonophores acquires its buoyant qualities from the

contained air, while in the vertebrates the gaseous contents of the air-bladder in the

bony fishes will at once suggest itself in this connection.

The mode of the formation of the chambers and the forward move-

ment of the animal are also obscure. It would, howevei', appear prob-

ible that there is a periodicity in the operations, and it has been

suggested that " each septum shutting off an air-containing chamber is

foimed daring a period of quiescence, probably after the reproductive

act, when the visceral mass of the Nautilus may be slightly shrunk, and

gas is secreted from the dorsal integument so as to till up the space pre-

viously occupied by the animal."

Between the shell of the Nautilus and that of other forms a con-

siderable range occurs, the study of which requires a reference to both

li\ mg and fossil forms. A series can be arranged from large shells like

tint of the Nautilus, leading down through small and internal but still

clnmbered forms, like that of Spirula, and others in which the chambers

still persist, but are strengthened by the addition of external layers, as in

the fossil Belemnites; next come forms in which the shell proper disap-

]iears, and the super-added lamina alone ai)pear (Loligo), and, lastly, all

trace of a shell is lost in the adult Octoj^iis. Besides this, another

series may be traced from the closely coiled shell of the Nautilus and

the Ammonites through fossil forms like Crioceras, Anci/loceras, Aniso-

iof^T'om'i/a'
ceras, etc., until we reach the perfectly sti'aight shells of the paleozoic

Baculites and Orthoceratites. In the septa of the shells a similar grada-

tion may be seen, reaching from the simple ones of Nautilus and the Orthoceratites to

the highly complicated ones found in the Ammonites. One more shell is all that our

i

V

Fig. 473.—Pen <
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space will at present allow us to allude, tliat of the jwjier sailor, Argonmita. In this

genus the shell is without connection with the body, but is secreted by two of the

arms, which are greatly expanded for

the purpose, and serves as a nest for the

eggs.

The mouth of tlie cephalopods is

armed with a pair of beaks like those of

a parrot, with sharp cutting edges. In

the Nautilus these beaks are calcified,

but in all other living forms they are

horny. Between the jaws is the tongue,

and below them is a lingual ribbon, to

all intents and purposes like that of the
, , , -,,/,, T-. , • -I ,

Fig. 474.— .•(/(70Hat((a with shell broken to show tile eggs.
ceplialophorous MoUusca. Behind the

lingual ribbon begins the usually narrow cesophagiis, into which one or two pairs of

salivary glands pour their secretions. The (Esophagus empties into the stomach,

which is of moderate size, but strong and muscular, and provided with a blind a]>pen-

dage (cajcuni), which frequently is larger than the stomach itself. From the stomach

the intestine goes forward in a course nearly par.allel to that followed by the ccsopha-

gus, and terminates in a median vent on the lower surface of the body just within the

siphon. The liver is large, and opens into the cascum. In the dibranchiate forms

there is an ink-bag, borne near the intestine, and pouring its inky secretions into the

rectum, or into the mantle cavity through an opening near the anus. The ink is brown-

ish or black, and is used to create a cloud in the water when the animal wishes to

escape from some danger. The ink is not readily decomj^osed ; on the contraiy, it is

occasionally found fossil in the rocks along with the remains of the animal which pro-

duced it. So well has it been preserved that in one

celebrated instance a naturalist drew the portrait of a

fossil squid with the sejiia derived from its fossil, but

not fossilized, ink-bag.

The circulatory system is well developed in all' the

cephaloi^ods, especially in the higher groups. The de-

tails would prove dry reading, and so we will merely

mention a few facts. There is only one ventricle, but

the auricles m.ay vary from two to four, in accordance

with the number of gills. On each vein going to the

gills is a pulsating vesicle, the branchial heart. It is

in the problematical appendages to these that the

curious worms, Dicyemida, referred to on a preceding

page, have been found. In some true cajiillaries are

]f^'
developed, while in others the .arteries terminate in the

lacunaj of the body. We have just referred to the ex-

istence of one or two pairs of gills. This character is
FiG.475.—Nervous system of female A'ari- • ._ n -.i ^i i • i • ^i n

tihis: b, branchial nerve; c, cerebral associated With Others, and IS used HI the naming and
ganglia: (>, olfactory organ; or, oviduct, t f« ... r ^i 4.

• T-i*i i i i

P, pedal ganglion; r, visceral ganglion; definition 01 the two ]u-miary groups, Dibraucliiata and
s, optic nerve.

Tctrabranchiata. Correllated with this variation in the

number of gills and hearts is one in the kidneys, wliich are also two or four in number.

It is in these points only that any metamerism of the cephalopods is noticeable.
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The nervous system is greatly concentrated, the cerebral, pleural, and pedal gang,

lia being placed close together around the throat. True organs of smell have been

found only in the Nautilus, where they occupy the normal position at the bases of the

oills. In this genus, as well as in all others, close by the eyes are the openings to a

pair of j)its, which have been supposed to have olfactory functions. The ears are two

in number, and are small pits or vesicles which in the adult become entirely shut off

from the exterior. They are placed in the sides of the head below the eyes, and each

contains a single otolith.

In the Nautilus the eye has not reached that high development found in the squids

and cuttle-fish, but in fact it is extremely simple. On either

side of the head are two prominences which contain the eyes.

In the centre of each is a minute hole communicating with a

large internal chamber filled with sea-water. The inner wall

of this is lined by the retina, in which the nerves terminate.

As will be seen, tliis eye is extremely simple. There is no

lens, no cornea; nothing but the features enumerated. All

are familiar with the fact that a lens is not necessary for the

production of an image. If we admit the light to a darkened

room, by means of a very small hole, so as to prevent any superimposition of images, a

picture of external objects can be thrown on a screen. This is the physiology of the

eye of the Nautilus. In the Dibranchiata the visual organ is vei-y complex, and it is

to be noticed that in its development it passes through a stage closely similar to

that which persists through life in the Nautilus. With development it goes farther.

Fig. 470. — Du-igram of the eye
of Nautilus; c, cavity; i,

integument; 7i, nerves; r,

retina.

Fig. 477. —Section tUrougb the head of a young Loligo to show the structure of tlie eyes; c. ceso-

pliagus; r/, e, pedal ganglion; y, optic ganglion; A, ganglionic layer of retina; i, layer of rods;

I:, posterior chamber of the eye; /, lens; m, anterior chamber; o, cornea; p, iris.

and the result is an optical organ which presents some startling analogies to that

found in the vertebrates. When carefully studied it is seen that this resemblance is

superficial, and that fundamentally the two are entirely different. In both the eye

is provided with a cornea, then comes an iris with a circular pupil, and next a lens

dividing the cavity into two chambers. Here, however, the correspondence stops.

In the squid the posterior lining of the inner chamber is the retina, with its rods and

cones, and then comes the ganglionic layer. In the vertebrates the relations of these

two are reversed. Embryology reinforces these differences, and shows that the eye of

the cephalopod is greatly different in its development from that of the vertebrate.
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Fig. 478. — Chromato-
phore of squid, ex-
panded aud con-
tracted; enlarged.

Among the peculiar features of the cephalopods should be mentioned tlu' ehrom-

atopliores, by which the animal is enabled to change its color quickly. Such structures

are found elsewhere in the animal kingdom, but liere they attain

the greatest development. They are best studied in the young ' ' '

^

just after hatching, as then the whole animal can be placed under

the microscope and e.Yaniined with comparatively high powers.

Each chromatophore is in reality a cell filled with pigment, and

expanded by suitable muscles attached to its wall. These cells

are placed just beneath the epidermis, and, when expanded, the

contiguous ones nearly touch, so that the animal aj)pears of a uniform tint. When
the chromatophore contracts, as it does by its own elasticity, the color is condensed

so that it a])ijears as a very minute black dot, and then the translucent, almost

transparent, character of the tissues is seen. The expansion and contractions of

the chromatophores take place with considerable rapidity, so that the changes in

color are remarkable. There are several sets of these chromatophores, each dis-

tinguished by its color, yellow, red, blue, or brown ; and each set expands independ-

ently of the others, so that an animal almost transparent will suddenly turn bright red,

instantly change to a blue, and then a yellow or a brown, or back to its previous colorless

condition. The chromatophores in different parts of the body are also independent,

and sometimes the fins will be bright blue and the anterior part of the mantle an

equally vivid red. When examined under the microscope the whole of these changes

can be carefully studied, and then it is found that the chroraatojihores are suddenly

expanded, but that their contraction is accomplished in a more leisurely manner.

When expanded they have a diameter of about a fiftieth of an inch, but when reduced

to their smallest size they measure but one two hundred and fiftieth of an inch. The
p\irpose of this change of color is protective ; and as by it the animal can assimilate its

color to any surroundings, it can readily escape observation by any fishes on which it

may wish to feed or which might otherwise feed on it. In the Nautilus these chro-

matoj)hores do not appear to be present, though they exist in all other forms. With
this capacity for change it will readily be seen that color is a character of no impor-

tance in discriminating the species of ceplialopods.

The sexes of the cephalopods are separate. Of the internal

repi'oductive organs we need say nothing, but in connection

with the reproductive act there are some very interesting fea-

tures. Many years ago Cuvier in dissecting a female JPara-

sira, found attached to it a ]ieeuliar worm-like object furnished

with numerous suckers. H(! regarded it as a parasite, and gave

to it the name Hectocoti/liis. At about the same time the

Italian natur.alist Delle Chiaje found a similar structure in

Argonauta, which he called Trichocephaltis. Several years

elapsed before the true nature of these structures was recog-

nized. It was then discovered that tliis supposed parasitic

worm was in reality one of the arms of the male, which sep-

arates and serves to convey the male reproductive element

to the female. This ' hectocotylization ' reaches its highest develo])ment in the two

genera named above. In these, one of the third pair of arms (right or left, according

to the genus) becomes thus modified. Just before the period of reproduction, this

arm appears as a nearly globular sac. This then bursts, and from it issues an arm

FiG.479.—Hectocotylizedanii
of Arrionauta after separa-

tion from tlie male.
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larger than the rest, which the male then charges with one of the packets of sper-

matozoa soon to be described. During the coitus this arm becomes detached and

-"-..S^^

-Hectocotylization in the male Argonauta: in A is shown the sac which*:
open, allOAVing the hectocotylized arm to extend itself.

remains adherent to the female, wl)ich then swims away. A new arm is formed in

the male before the return of the breeding season.

This subject of hectocotylization has been studied by Steenstrup, a Danish nat-

uralist, who finds that the arm or extent of modification is

variable in the different genera, but in some (among which is

Ornmastrephes, so common on our coast) this process has not

been observed. We have just alluded to the

packets of spermatozoa. These are called

sperraatophores and are found variously mod-

ified in different invertebrates. In Loligo, one

of the squids which we select as a type, it con-

sists of a slender capsule about half an inch in

length, two thirds of which is occupied by the ^vq^^^^^

spermatozoa, while the remainder contains a

complicated discharging apparatus. On con-

tact with the salt water the sheath ruptures

at one end, and forth issues the discharging

ajiparatus, dragging the spermatozoa after it.

FiG.48i.-Spermatophoreof
The eggs of the ceph.alopods .are usually

£o/iflo , n, sheath; i packet enveloped in capsules, some of which contain
of spermatozoa; c, discharg- ^ ^ '

ing apparatus; d, a single as manv as two hundred effsrs. This is not
spermatozoan. " '-

~

the case with all, for the writer once dredged

the eggs of an unknown ce]ihalo])od (? Rossia) which were separate

and deposited free upon the ocean's bottom. They were about the

size of a small pea. The shape and size of the capsules vary considei--

ably. Those most commonly found on the New England coasts are

those of Loligo pealei. They are finger-shaped and gelatinous, and so transparent

that the embryos can be readily seen. Usually from twenty-five to a hundred of these

Fig. 4S2.—Egg cap-
sule of LoUgo.
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capsules arc united in a bunch, but I have seen one muss of the eggs of tliis species

which would more than fill a bushel basket. Owing to tlie great amount of food-yolk

present, the eggs of all cephalopods are very large, and the development is extensively

modified from the same reason.

Tlie development of but few of the cephalopods has been studied, and all that is

known throws but little light on the relationshijts of the group. A knowledge of the

development of Nautilus is a great desideratum. The follow-

ing account relates largely to Loligo pealei, the only species

studied by the writer. Owing to the great quantity of food

yolk and its distribution, the segmentation of the egg is at first

confined to one pole, and the result is that the first stages of the

blastoderm ai-e very like those in the chick. The blastoderm

gradually increases until it envelopes the whole yolk, but before

that stage is reached some of the organs begin to be outlined.

First to appear are a shallow pit, the shell gland, at the extrem-

ity of the body, and two others closely similar, the rudiments

of the eyes, on the sides of the body. Then a fold arises, the

first traces of the mantle. The two siphonal folds next appear,

and as develojjment progresses they take the form of two dis-

tinct flaps, a condition which is permanent in Ncmtilus, and

then the edges fuse together. The first ap|)earanee of the arms

antlers 'siphi ^* ^" ''^"^ shape of simple jn-ominences.

S,''TOn°tf',,"ioiulic';'°"^'''
^* t^"s time the yolk extends as a huge

mass from between the arras, but, as

growth continues, it is gradually absorbed and transformed

into food for the rapidly increasing tissues. Thus the devel-

opment is direct, and not a trace of a metamorphosis appears.

Even the veliger and trochosphere conditions are lost. The
reasons for this are to be found in the very long history of the

group, together with the high point to which they have attained.

In their structure they are, as we have seen, the highest of the

Molhisca, and hence the transition from the egg to the adult is

very extensive. On this account there is a tendency to drop

all useless and larval features, and to pursue the shortest

course. Tliis tendency exists everywhere in the animal king-

dom, but of course it requires time to eliminate them all.

Time the cephalopods have had. In the lower Silurian rocks,

fossil forms not generically distinguishable from living Nctti-

tili are found, and the tetrabi-anchs flourished in palfeozoic

time, while forms assigned to the dibranchs fii'St appeared in the triassic strata,

Fig. 483.— Ventral view of a
rather early embryo of Lot-

Fig. 484. — Embryo sqviid in

whieh the si phonal folds (.s)

have united, an<l the suck-
ers or acetabula are .ap-

pearing upon two pairs of
the arms; a. arms: c, eye;

/, fin; A, ear; r, vent.

Sub-Cla.ss I.— Teteabkanchiata.

We have incidentally allu<lod in the preceding pages to some of the characters

which serve to separate the cei)haiopods into two groups, the names of which have

reference to the number of gills. The lower of the two, the Tetrabranchiata, are

represented by but a single living genus, N<tvtili(s, and ffom-_that we have to derive

all our knowledge of the soft and perishable portions. These characters may^bc
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Fie. 485. — Uiide:
tiliis, showing the siphon (i) and gills; a,

vent ; o, oviducts.

briefly enumerated as follows : The two siphonal folds are never united ; the tentacles

are numerous and never bear suckers ; the gills are four in number, and, corresponding

to them, four auricles are present; the renal organs

are also in two pairs, and branchial liearts do not

exist. The character of the eye has already been

described. The shell is either straight or curved,

never internal, and is divided into a series of cham-

bers. Two well-marked families exist, but lately

they have been broken up into a large number of

groups, to which family rank has been accorded, but

witli these we need not concern ourselves.

In the Nautilid^, the partitions forming the

chambers of the shell are simple, and concave on

the outer surface ; the siphuncle occupies a nearly

central position ; the aperture is simjile, and the

fa^ofapartof aiva,^ external Surface is nearly or entirely smooth. Over

two thousand sjiecies have been described, of which

only six are living at the present time, all belong-

ing to the genus Xautihis, in which the whorls of shell are few, but closely coiled

in a flat sjiiral. The shells are very common, but the animals are rarely seen

;

this may partly be due to the habits, but more from the fact that the natives of

the South Seas eat the animal when obtained, but use the shell for barter. These

shells are composed of two layers, the outer one being dull and opaque, but the inner

one is pearly, whence all the s])ecies derive the common name pearly nautilus. Speci-

mens converted into cameos by removing parts of the outer layer by means of acid

are very common, some being really artistic ; this point, of course, depending entirely

on the skill of the artist. The JVautili live in comparatively shallow water, where

they creep slowly over the bottom, or swim by means of the water forced out of the

siphon. Tliey live on animal matter, and the trajJS in which they are caught are

baited with crabs, sea-urchins, and the like.

Of the many fossil genera we need say but little,

the lower Silurian to the present time. In

shape, all transitions may be found, from the

perfectly straight Ort/ioceras to flat spirals like

Nicutilus, and crmical spirals like Trochoceras.

Some of the species of

the former genus grew

to an enormous size,

and Prof. J. S. Newberry estimates that the fossil Orthoceras

titan weighed some tons.

In the AjrsioNiTiD,« the septa are lobed or folded at their

margins, so that the line of their insertion into the shell fre-

quently has a bushy or dendritic appearance. Associated with

the Ammonites frequently occur horny or shelly plates called

aptychi or anaptychi, the relations and functions of which are
FiG.m.-Ammointe.

entirely problematical. None of the family are now living,

and but a few extended into the tertiaries. The bulk of the species belonged to the

mesozoic rocks. In form they vary almost exactly as do the members of the last

They occur in all the rocks from

Fig. \%(,. — Ancyh
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family, loosely coiled and straight forms being common. One of the most interesting

of modern investigations was that conducted by Professor Alpheus Hyatt on the em-

bryology of these extinct forms. Every specimen contains in its interior the shell pos-

sessed by the embryo, and by breaking open the fossil this can be examined and studied.

In this way, by studying large collections. Professor Hyatt arrived at a clear idea of

the development of the group, and consequently of the manner in which the numerous

genera should be arranged in order to exhibit their affinities.

Sub-Class II.— Dibkaxchiata.

In its characters this group differs considerably from the last. As the name
implies, but one pair of gills are ]iresent, and as a consequence but one pair of auricles

exists The circulation, however, is reinforced by a pair of contractile organs

(branchial hearts they are called) on the vessels which convey the blood from all

parts of the body to the heart. A pair of kidneys are present. The folds of the

siphon are ixnited to form a complete tube ; and the arms which surround the head

are furnished with sucking cups. The shell, when present, is internal, and may be

either calcareous or horny ; among those with horny shells, it talces the shape of a flat

plate or a long style, while in others it may be chambered or flat. An ink bag is

always present. This is the group which contains the forms commonly known as

squid, cuttle-fish, kraken, pouljic, and the like, and embraces some of the largest

animals now living, as well as numerous smaller forms. Thanks to the labors of Prof.

A. E. Verrill, the species found on the northeastern coasts of America are as well

known as those from any part of the world. The number of arms is made the basia

of division into two orders.

Oeder I.— OCTOPODA.

In this division the arms which surround the mouth are eight in number, and are

covered with sessile sucl^ers in which the horny lip is absent; the eyes are small, and

can be covered by the skin, which closes over from all sides ; the body is short and

nearly spherical, and lacks either internal or external shell, and usually also the fins so

characteristic of most of the decapodous forms ; the mantle is without cartilage, and on

the dorsal surface is united to the head by abroad band. The siphon is without valves,

and the oviducts are paired in all except Cirrhoteuthis, where the right one is aborted.

In the CiRRHOTEUTHiD-E a peculiar modification of the arms occurs ; they are united

nearly to their tips by a thin membrane, so that the whole corresponds to an umbrella,

the eight arms answering to the ribs, while the rather long body bears a fin on either

side. The genera are Cirrhoteuthis and Stauroteuthis, and the known species come

from the northern seas. Of the latter genus but a single specimen is known ; it is

called ,6'. si/rtensis, and was taken about thirty miles east of Sable Island, Nova Scotia.

Cirrhoteuthis mulleri is found in the Greenland seas.

The next family, the Philonexid^, has no fins ; the mantle has an apparatus where-

with it may be locked to the siphon ; the .arms are united to a greater or less extent by

a membrane, and the dorsal ones are most develo])cd ; there are several pores in the

surface of the head which communicate with .aquiferous cavities. In this family hecto-

cotylization reaches its greatest extent, the third arm of the right or left {Argonauta)

side being thus modified. The auimals swim well.

VOL. I.— 24
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The species known as Parasira catenulata occurs on both sides of the Atlantic,

specimens being most numerous in tlie West Indies and the Mediterranean. A few

years ago a single specimen was found on the southern New England coast. Two
species of the genus have been described, but, according to Steenstrup, the differences

are sexual, the form known as P. carena being the male. The flesh of this species is

touch and unwholesome. The ventral surface of the body is oi-namented by tubercles

and reticulating ridges. Closely allied is the genus to which Professor Verrill has

applied the name Alloposics, but which at the same time presents resemblances to the

last family in the membrane which unites the arms for about two thirds their length.

Large female specimens of the only species (.1. mollis) weigh over twenty pounds, and

have a total length of thirty-two inches.

The only other genus of the family which we need to mention is Argonauta, the

one which embraces the paper sailors, so well known for the delicate and beautiful

shell which they secrete. This shell, however, is not homologous with that of other

molluscs, as is seen by the method

of its formation. In the female the

two dorsal arms are expanded into

two broad membranes at their ex-

tremities, and it is these two mem-
branes that secrete the shell. The

=^*^ purpose of the shell is merely to

protect the eggs, and, although the

female sits in it, she has no organic

connection with it. This fact, taken

with the finding of female paper

sailors without shells, led to many
a dispute among the older natural-

ists, and for a long time it was

maintained that Argonauta took

the shell of some other animal. These delicate egg-nests, which are produced by the

females alone, are frequently waslied ashore in tropical countries in large quantities.

On our shores they are rare, only two with the animal having been repoi'ted, though

abont a dozen dead shells have been dredged by the U. S. Fish Commission a hundred

miles south of the New England coast.

The pajier sailor is often described at the present day as taking advantage of fine

weather and coming to the surface, when it lifts its broad arms and sails away before

the breeze. It does nothing of the kind ; it swims, as do all other cephalopods, by

forcing water through its siphon, its broad arms clasinng the shell and the otliers trail-

ing behind. The Argonauta?, of which nine species have been described, are all pelagic,

coming to the surface at the spawning season, and sinking to the bottom at other

times. The male is but about an inch in length, being sometimes scarce a tenth of the

size of the female.

The OcTOPODiD^ are more littoral than the last family, and have the mantle con-

nected to the visceral sac by muscular bands, while there are no aquiferous pores in

the head ; the arms are long and more or less webbed, and are furnished ^\ith one,

two, or tliree rows of acetabula, and lateral fins may be present or absent.

First in order comes the Octopus of science, the subject of many a weird and blood-

curdling tale. Most prominent among these is that description of the devil-fish given

Fig. 488.— SlieU or egg-iiest of Aiyunanta argo, the paper sailor.
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by Victor Hugo in his " Toilers of the Sea" ; but, after so many have shown the falsity

of this creation, it is only necessary to briefly refer to the wonderful composite. The
French name for these animals (poulpe) is but little different from the term polyp ; an

encyclopedia was consulted for both words, and the information obtained combined, and

then, for a name, the term Ccphaloptera (the true devil-tish, one of the rays) was stolen,

and the whole set forth in the most vigorous language; a descrii)ti()n of the appearance

and habits of an animal which never existed, and which never will. The Octopi some-

times reach a large size, O. miglaris of the West Indies and the Mediterranean reaching

a length of nine feet and a weight of sixty-eight pounds, while tlie O. punctatus of our

Pacific coast " reaches a length of sixteen feet, or a radial spread of nearly twenty-eight

feet," the body in such a specimen being about six inches in diameter and a foot in length.

There is no satisfactory evidence that any species of Octojnis has ever intentionally at-

tacked a human being, or that any one has been seriously injured by them. In habits

they are timorous, hiding among rocks and feeding on crabs and molluscs. In their

nests will frequently be found bushels of clam shells, which tell the tale of their feasts.

Some fifty species of this genus have been described from the whole world, and

within the past few years sev-

eral have been ascertained to

exist on or near the New Eng-

land shores ; but of these, with

the exception of 0. bairdii, a

widely distributed form, speci-

mens are as yet rare. The

characters which separate Oc-

topiis from the other genera of

the family are a small rounded

body without fins, two rows of

sessile suckers on each of the

long and slender arms ; the

right arm of the third pair is

hectocotylized in the male.

The best known species is

O. vulgaris, which has often

been studied by European nat-

uralists, and which plays an

important part in the food

supply of the countries around

the Mediterranean. They are

eaten especially during Lent,

the traditions and decisions of

the mother church not recog-

nizing their meat as flesh, but

rather as fish.

Professor Verrill thus de-

scribes the habits of our Octo^nts bairdii, specimens of which he kept in confinement

for several days. " When at rest it remained at tlie bottom of the vessel, adhering

firmly by some of the basal suckers of its arms, while tlic outer portions of tlie arms

were curled back in various positions; the body was lield in a nearly horizontal posi-

i<l side views oj Orlnpus btiirrlii : the upper figure

L the right side an hectocotylized nrm.
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tioii, and the eyes were usually half closed and had a sleepy look. . . . When dis-

turbed, or in any way excited, the eyes opened more widely, especially at night ; the

small tubercles over its surface, and the lai-ger ones above the eyes, were erected,

giving it a decided appearance of excitement and watchfulness.

"It was rarely, if ever, observed actually to creep about by means of its arms and

suckers, but it would swim readily and actively, circling around the pan or jar, in

which it was kept, many times before resting again. In swimming backward, the pai'-

tial web connecthig the arms together was used as an organ of locomotion, as well as

the si|)hon ; the web and the arms were alternately spread and closed, the closing being

done energetically and coincidently with the ejection of the water from the siphon
;

and the arms, after each contraction, were all held pointing forward in a compact

bundle, so as to afford the least resistance to tlie motion. As soon as the motion re-

sulting from each impulse began to diminish sensibly the arms were again spread and

the same actions repeated. This action of the web and arms recalled that of the disc

of the jelly-fishes but it was more energetic.

"The sijihon was bent in different directions to alter the direction of the motions,,

and, by bending it to the right or left side, backward motions in oblique or circular di-

rections Avere given, but it was often bent directly downward and curved backward, so

that the jet of water from it served to propel the animal directly forward. This, so

far as observed, was its only mode of moving forward. The same mode of swinnuing

forward has previously been observed in cuttle-fishes (Sepia) and in squids {LoUgd).''''

It was much more active in the night, and in freedom is probably nocturnal. In caj)-

tivity they could not be induced to touch food.

One sj)ecies of Eledone (a genus in which the arms bear but a single row of suckers)

is found in our waters, but of this but two specimens have as yet been found.

Professor Verrill has called it E. verrucosa, in allusion to its warty .appearance. In

the European seas three species are found, one of which is named E. vioschata, in al-

lusion to its musky odor, which, however, is shared by some other cephalopods. In

confinement, this species, when tranquil, is yellowish in color, and holds itself in ranch

the same j)osition as that described for Octopus bairclii, but a slight touch is all that is

necessary to excite and enrage it. Then the color becomes a fine maroon, the tuber-

cles on the body become prominent and the expansions and contractions of the mantle

are very irregular; in short, the animal shows every appearance of anger. When
swimming, which it accomplishes in much the same way as does Octopus, the body

takes on another shade of yellow ornamented by bright spots of red; and when walk-

ing about by means of its arms and suckers, still another hue is seen.

Eledone moschata, as well as other species of the genus, is used as food, notwith-

standing its musky taste and odor, which persists after death. Its flesh is more tender

than that of Octopus, and is eaten boiled, fried, or in salads. This species frequents

water usually from ten to twenty fathoms in depth, and in its capture the same metliods

are employed as in taking Octopii; earthen jars are lowered to the bottom, and, for

some reason as yet unexplained, these animals soon esconce themselves inside. In a

few hours the jars are pulled uj) and the jwey taken.

Order II.— DECACERA.

The name usually applied to this division (Decapoda) is rather unfortunate, since

it has also been used to indicate the group of Crustacea which contains the shrimps,
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lobsters, and crabs. For this reason the name Decacera has been substituted. Both
terms have reference to the number of divisions of the foot which surround tlie head,

the ten arms of this order contrasting strongly with the eight found in the last.

Besides this, there are other characters to be enumerated. The body is usually long,

and conies to an acute jjoint behind, and bears on either side a fin and is strengthened

internally by a horny ' pen ' or a calcareous ' bone.' Tlie two extra arms arise between
the third and fourth pairs of the Octopods, and usually differ considerably from the

others. Tliey are usually longer and more slender, and have the basal

portion narrower than tlie ape.Y. This slender portion is without

suckers, but the distal portions bear these organs, which, like those of

the other arms, are suj^j^orted on short stalks or peduncles. These

long arms are usually called tentacles or tentacular arms.

Among the fossil forms I'eferred to this order, is the family known
as Belemxitid^, the exact relationships of which are even yet uncer-

tain. Different authorities have attempted to restore the anima], and

one of these restorations, that of Quenstedt, is shown in tlie adjacent

figure. Between these various restorations considerable differences

exist. From certain well-preserved fossils it is known that the arms

were furnished with hooks. The shell, however, is better preserved.

It consists of a pen much like that of existing forms, but to this is added

a calcareous chambered shell, the i)hraguiocone, the partitions of whicli

are traversed by a siphuncle. The apex of this phragmocone is envel-

oj)ed in a second calcareous shell, the rgstrum or guard. These fossils,

\\hich are very abundant in some parts of the Jurassic and cretaceous

rocks, have received a large number of popular names, indicative of

their general shape or of the superstitions and myths which have been

associated with them. Among these may be mentioned arrowheads,

tiiunder-bolts, petrified fingers, spectre candles, etc. In the outer

clianiber of the phragmocone of some specimens the remains of the ink

sac have been found. Some of these fossils are very large, indicatin^

several feet in length.

As we have just said, the position and structure of the Belemnites are very uncer-

tain. In some respects tliey seem to be related to S2yirulu ; in others, to forms like

Ominastrei^hes. Several attempts have been made to divide the living species of the

order into sub-ordinal groups, the divisions being based u])on the calcareous or horny

nature of tlie shell, or upon the perforate or entire condition of the cornea, but with

all considerable fault can be found, and the result is a highly artificial arrangement.

Of all the families the Spiruud.'E seems the most nearly related to the tetrabran-

chiatcs as well as to the Belemnites, and hence it is well to consider

it first. The chambered shell of Spinila at once suggests that of JVatt-

tilus (the only other living genus in which it is present) but, as was first

pointed out by Owen, the relationshi]i of tlie body to the shell is diamet-

rically opposite in the two ; in Ncnitiliis the ventral wall of the shell

describes a convex curve ; in Spirilla the reverse is the case. Another

important distinction exists in the fact that in the former the shell is

extern.al, in the latter internal ; indeed, it seems to represent the ])hrag-

mocone of the Belemnite, tlie guard and pen being absent, and the resemblance is

strengthened by an examination of the remains of the genus Spirtdirostra. In Spirilla

Fio. 400. — Restor-
ation of 15elem-
uile.

an animal

Fir.. VJl. — Sj).

rata pevouii.
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the eye lias an impei-forate cornea, ten arms (one pair tentacular) which in the female

bear six rows of minute suckers, but none in the male. The body is oblong, with

minute terminal fins; the female has an oviduct on the right side, and two nidamental

glands ; in the male no hectocotylus is formed. iS^nriila is the only genus.

Although on some shores the dead shells are washed up by thousands, the animals

are among the greatest rarities in the animal kingdom. Only three perfect, and a few

mutilated specimens have as yet been found. Our knowledge of the anatomy is al-

mo.st wholly due to Owen, whose papers on the subject are models in the line of re-

search with very limited material. The shells of Spirilla fvagilis are occasionally cast

up on the outer shores of Nantucket, while a living specimen was dredged by the U.

S. coast survey in the West Indies in 1878. It came from a depth of nine hundred

and fifty fathoms. /Spirilla peronii and »S'. aiistralis come from the Indo-Pacific and

Australian seas.

The family Sepiad^ embraces the true cuttle-fishes, in which the internal shell is

calcareous, the cornea imperforate, the body oval, with long fins, the tentacular arms

very long, and capable of being completely retracted into pouches at the base ; in the

male, the left arm of the fourth pair is hectocotylized. The only genus. Sepia, is the

one which furnishes the cuttle-bone which is found thrust between the bars of every

canary cage, and whose ink is the basis of the pigment se2)ia. This is still manu-

factured in Rome. The cuttle-fishes are essentially littoral animals and are extensively

caught, not only for the ink and the bone, but for the sake of the flesh, which is used

as food.

The animals, when undisturbed, swim rather slowly and gracefully by means of

undulations of their fins, but when startled or alarmed, the siphon and the arms are

worked as in the case of Octopus, and then the fins are wrapped tightly around the

body. They lay their eggs in black egg-shaped or pyriform capsules attached to sub-

merged objects. They feed upon fishes, crabs, and molluscs. As in all cephalopods,

the colors are changeable, but in Sepia officinalis zebra-like bands of blackish brown

cross the body.

With the family Loliginid^ we take up some of the squids in which the body is

more or less conical, tapering to a point behind. The fins are large, sometimes extend-

ing the whole length of the body. The cornea is entire, the eyes without lids, the

tentacular arms but partially retractile and distally furnished with four rows of

suckers, while on the other arms there are but two rows. The fourth arm on the left

side is hectocotylized at the tip. The pen is long, slender, and flattened. Three living

genera are known, only one of which, Loligo, is represented on our coasts ; Sepioteu-

thus occurs in the West Indies, and Loliolus in the Pacific. Loligo pealei is the com-

mon squid south of Caj^e Cod ; it extends south to the Carolinas, but north of the

Caj:)e it is not so common as Ommastrephes illicebrosa. A second sjiecies, X. brevis,

extends from Virginia to Brazil, while X. galei occurs in the Gulf of Mexico. The

anatomy, habits, and external development of the former species are pretty well

known. They lay their eggs during the warmer months of the year, in large bunches

of gelatinous capsules which are usually attached to some algse. The young develop

rather rapidly, and at certain times are taken in large numbers in the surface net.

They are eagerly eaten, not only by fishes, but by the larger individuals of their own
species. None of the squid are used in America as food, but immense numbers are

caught and used as bait by the fishermen.

The Sepiolid^ are closely related to the last family, but differ in having a short.
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thick body, rounded behind, the eyes with a lower and sometimes an upper lid, the
tentacles more or less completely retractile, and the arms furnished with two rows of
acetabula. The fins are separate, and attached near the middle of the bodv. This
family is represented on our coasts by the genera Sejnola, liossia, and Heteroteuthis,

the species of which are far from common.

The species of Uranchia, the only genus of the family CivAxniiiD.E, have a short

round body, with two small fins on the hinder end a small head, with laru-e eyes, the

cornea of which is perforated so that tlie sea-water penetrates to the lens, two rows of

suckers on the arms, the tentacles long and armed with eight rows of acetabula.

Closely allied is the family Desimoteuthid^, with its two genera, DesmoteiUhls and
Taonius., in which the body is longer and jjointed posteriorly.

In the LoLiGOPSiD^ the form is longer and the fins are large, the head very small

the arms with two rows of suckers, the tentacles not retractile, the si]ihon without

valves. Of Ilistioteuthis three species are known, two of which arc found in the

Mediterranean, while of the third, H. collinsii, found off Nova Scotia, one imperfect

specimen and the beaks of two others are all that have been found. The other pro-

minent genera are Loligopsis, Mastigoteuthis, Chiroteuthis, and Thysanoteuthis.

In the family Teuthid.e the tentacular arms are distally armed with sharp, horny

and recurved hooks, which, to a greater or less extent replace the sucking discs, and in

some of the genera the other arms bear hooks as well as suckers, while others have hooks

alone. The tentacular arms, which are used, as in all decacerous cephalopods, for the

capture of the prey, can be fastened together by the sucking discs for a greater or less

proportion of their length, leaving the extremities to form a liviiig forceps, from which

escape is next to impossil)le. The eyes are jjrovided with lids, and the cornea is per-

forated as in the last family.

Possibly to be placed here is the large sjiecies Moroteuthis rodusta, found by Mr.

Dall in Alaska. Three mutilated specimens were seen, the largest of which, when
found, had a total length of fourteen feet, but the terminal portions of the tentacular

arms were gone, and so the actual size was somewhat greater. The length of the man-

tle was seven feet seven and a half inches, and the diameter of the body eighteen inches.

A peculiarity exists in the pen, the posterior end of which "is one-sided, fnnnel-

shaped close to the tip," and " inserted into a long, round, thick, firm, cartilaginous

cone, which tapers to a point posteriori},'' which thus, as pointed out by Professor

Verrill, corresponds to the guard of the extinct Belemnites, both in position and in its

relation to the pen. Xothing like this is known in any other recent genus.

Among the undoubted members of the family may be mentioned the genus Oiiy-

choteuthis, in which the forceps of the tentacular arms is well developed. The club

which terminates each of these arms bears on its inner surface two rows of recurved

hooks, while just below are a number of suckers which serve to unite the two arms.

The sessile arms have suckers only. O. hank.ni, one of the ten known species, ranges

from the Arctic seas to the Cape of Good Hoi)e and the Indian Ocean. It is solitary

in its habits, frequenting the o]ien seas, and is most numerous round the banks of gulf

weed. In Enoploteuthis and three or four other genera, all the sessile arms bear

hooks but no suckers, the tentacular arms being much as in the last genus.

The last family to be mentioned is the OMArASTKKPiiin.-E, in which the body is

long and tapers to a point behind; the arms are short and without hooks, but fur-

nished with two rows of suckers ; the tentacular arms are not retractile, but terminate

in an expanded club, armed with four rows of suckers. The eyes are provided with
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lids, and the cornea is perforated so that the salt water bathes the lens; the siphon is

held by four bands and contains an internal valve (probably the homologue of the

mesopodiuni).

The typical genus is Otnmastreplies, of vi-hich one species, 0. iUecibrosus, is the

most common squid north of Cape Cod, though further south it is less common, and

replaced by Loligo pealei. From an economic point of view it is a very important

species, for its distribution is coincident with that of the cod-fishery, in which it is

used as bait. They swim in large schools, and are frequently found following schools

of young mackerel and herring, on which they feed. They usually swim backwards,

with the ease and grace of a trout, and a school of them furnishes a beautiful sight,

their color changing instantly to accord with the bottom over which they pass. They

are largely nocturnal, though they are seen in large numbers in the daytime. In the

morning, on Cape Ann, the flats will sometimes be found covered by specimens left by

the retreating tide during the night. When stranded they can do but little to help

themselves. Their usual recourse is to begin to pump water through the siphon, but this

forces them farther on the beach as frequently ns it aids them in their escajje to deeper

water. Left on the shore, and exposed to the air, they quickly die. In confinement

they usually live but a short time, as they are very timorous and dart backward with

great velocity on the slightest alarm. In doing this they almost always strike the

hinder end of the body against the walls of the tank in which they are kept, inflicting

injui-ies which soon prove fatal. At times I have known them to leap from the tank

in which they wore kept, clearing the sides, which extended eight inches above tlie

water.

In confinement I have watched them capture small fishes. They advance stealthily

towards the jjroposed victim by undulations of the fins, when they suddenly seize it by

means of the tentacular arms, .and kill it by biting a piece out of the back of the neck

with their powerful jaws. In their natural freedom, according to Professor S. I. Smith,

they dart suddenly backward amongst the school of young fish, and then suddenly turn

obliquely to the right or left to seize tlieir victim.

In some places they are caught for bait by driving the school on shore ; at other

times by the use of nets and pounds. This latter method is the one most adopted by

the fishermen on Cape Ann. In Newfoundland 'jigging' is the process employed.

A jig is a bit of lead armed with hooks radially .arranged, which is let down from the

boat and kept constantly moving up and down. This in some way exerts a fatal

fascinating power ujjon the squid, which seizes it, and, becoming entangled in the

hooks, they are quickly drawn to the surface. In Japan an allied species is caught in

a similar manner. The number of squid used amiually in the cod fishery is almost

beyond computation ; a small vessel in six weeks will sometimes use eighty thousand

squid. For the jiurposes of bait some are kept fresh, and others ai'e salted or pickled

in brhio. As would be supposed from their being used as bait, many fish are fond of

squid, and not unfrequently schools of these molluscs which are pursuing young

mackerel are in turn ])ursned by older fish of the same species.

In the older works many allusions are made to huge marine monsters, the descrip-

tion and figure of Pontoppidian being most fi'cquently copied. In all of these

accounts, the animal partakes of the nature of a squid or poulpe. One of these early

accounts, which relates to a specimen stranded on the coast of Ireland, is more accu-

rate than most, and is withal so quaint that it deserves to be quoted here. It was

published in 1673, and is quoted from Prof. Verrill.
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" The Monstei- DescriLed.

" This Monster was taken at Diiigle-I-cosh in the county of Kerry, being driven

up by a great storm in the Month of October last 1673 ; having two heads, one great

head (out of which spring a little head two foot, or a yard from tlie great head) with

two great eyes, eacli as big as a pewter dish, the length of it being about nineteen

foot, bigger in the body than any horse, of the shape represented by this figure, having

upon the great head ten liorns, some of six some of eight or ten one of eleven foot

long, the biggest horns as big as a man's Leg, the least as big as his wrist, which

horns it threw from, it on botli sides ; And to it again to defend itself having two of

the ten horns plain, and smooth that were the middle and biggest horns, the other

eight had one hundred Crowns a peece, ]ilaced by two and two on each of them, in

all 800 crowns, each Ci'own having teeth, that tore anything that touched them, by

shutting together the sharp teeth, being like tlie wheels of a watch, the Crowns were

as big as a mans thumb or something bigger, that a man might put his finger in the

hollow i)art of them, and had in them something like a pearl or eye in the middle;

over this Monster's back was a mantle of a bright Red Color, with a fringe round it,

it hung down on both sides like a Carpet on a table, falling back on each side, and

faced with white; the crowns and mantle were glorious to behold: This monster

had not one bone about him, nor skin nor scales, or feet but had a smooth skin like a

man's belly. It swoom by the lappits of the mantle ; The little head it could dart

forth a yard from the great, and di-aw it in again at plesure, being like a hawks beak

and having in tlie little head two tongues by whicli it is thought it received all its

nourishment; when it was dead and opened the liver wayed 30 pounds. The man

that took it came to Clonmel the 4th of this instant December, with two of the horns

in a long box with the little head, and the figure of tlie fish drawn on a painted-cloth,

which was the full proportion of it, and he went up to Dublin, with an intent to shew

it to the Lord Lieutenant."

With our present knowledge it is easy to recognize this monster as one of the giant

squids, belonging, doubtless, to the genus Archileutlds. The whalers have long had

accounts of the sperm whale eating giant squid, portions of the arms being vomited

by these animals in their death flurry, but science has recognized the existence of

these huge monsters for only a few years, and for the greatest portion of our knowl-

edge we are indebted to Prof. Verrill. On our shores the first reliable account was

published in 1873, and merely described the jaws of a large individual found on the

Grand Banks. Since that time several specimens or parts of specimens have been

found, the number at present amounting to nearly thirty. These are at present

referred to the si^edes Architeuthis prmceps, A. harvei/i, nnd A. mec/aptera. Some

five or six other species have been described from other parts of the world, but on our

coasts all the specimens as yet received have come from the Grand Banks, or New-

foundland. In shape, general appearance, and almost everything excejit size, they are

closely allied to the little species of Ommastrephe.s, but in size the difference is enor-

mous. The Irish sjjecimen of two hundred years ago had a length of thirty-one feet,

but apparently the tentacular arms were damaged. All of the specimens which have

as yet been examined by scientific men have been more or less imperfect. Yet some

of the measurements may prove interesting. One caught on the coast of Labrador,

and used as dog's meat, was said to have a total length of fifty-two feet, of which

thirty-seven belonged to the tentacular arms; another, cast on shore at Catalina, New-
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foundland, in 1877, had a head and body nine and a lialf feet long, and tentacular

amis thirty feet in length, the circumference of the body being seven feet. This was

the specimen exhibited at the New York Aqua-

rium, and afterwards in other parts of the coun-

try. It was the best specimen ever obtained.

These large specimens all belong to the species

called A. 2}^'ince2}s. The largest specimen thus

far seen may also possibly belong to this species.

It was described by the Rev. Mr. Harvey of

Newfoundland, who has been the source of a

large amount of our information about these

monsters, and who has supj)lied Prof. Verrill

with some of his specimens and much of his

data. His account, which was published in the

Boston Traveller of Jan. 30, 1879, runs as fol-

lows :
—

" On the second day of November last, Stephen

Sherring, a fisherman residing in Thimble Tickle

(Notre Dame Bay), not far from the locality

where the other devil-fish was cast ashore, was

out in a boat with two other men ; not far from

the shore they observed some bulky object, and

supposing it might be part of a wreck, they

rowed toward it, and, to their horror, found

themselves close to a huge fish, having large

glassy eyes, which was making desperate efforts

to escape, and churning the water into foam by

the motion of its immense arms and tail. It

was aground, and the tide was ebbing. From
the funnel at the back of its head it was eject-

ing large volumes of water, this being its

method of moving backward, the force of the

stream by the reaction of the surrounding

medium, driving it in the required direction.

At times the water from tlie siphon was black as ink.

" Finding the monster partially disabled, the fishermen plucked up courage and

ventured near enough to throw the grapnel of their boat, the sharp flukes of which,

having barbed points, sunk into the soft body. To the grapnel they attached a stout

rope which they carried ashore and tied to a tree, so as to prevent the fish from going

out with the tide. It was a happy thought for the devil-fish found himself effectually

moored to the shore. His struggles were terrific as he flung his ten ai'ms about in dying

agony. The fishermen took care to keep a respectful distance from the long tentacles

which ever and anon darted out like great tongues from the central mass. At length

it became exhausted, and as the water receded it expii-ed.

" The fishermen, alas ! knowing no better, proceeded to convert it into dog's meat.

It was a splendid specimen— the largest yet taken— the body measuring twenty feet

from the beak to the extremity of the tail. It was thus exactly double the size of the

New York [Aquarium] specimen, and five feet longer than the one taken by Budgell.
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The circumference of the body was not stated, but one of the arms measured thirty-

five feet. This must have been a tentacle."

In order that the reader may obtain some idea of the size of these giants of the

Molhisca, we introduce side by side figures of tlie jaws of one of the common squid

{Loligo) and of the giant squid {Architeuthis), both natural size.

Fig. 493. — Jaws of squid; A, Loligo ; B, ArchiteutMs.

Other giant squid h.ave been taken in various parts of the world, Iceland, Sweden,

Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, etc., but none equal in size the specimen just mentioned.

Of the habits of these monsters we know nothing ; they are apparently nocturnal, as

the specimens have almost always been cast ashore in the night. It is thought that

our species frequent the deep fiords which cut the Newfoundland coasts, hiding in the

dark places during the day.
J. S. KiNGSI.EY.
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Gnatbodon, 279
Gold-sbcll, 2C0
Gonangin, 78
Goniastcrida', 159
Goniobasis, 342
Goniccidai-is, IGG
Gonotliciia, 8:1

Gonotbvrea, 81

Gordiida;, 212
Gordius, 212
Gorgonocepbalus, 152
Gorgonidfe, 122
Graptolitcs, 89
Gregarina, 2")

Grcgarinida, 23
Groinia, 14, 15

Growth, viii

Grypbfea, iGO
Gu'ard, r.73

Guinea-worm, 209
Gnmniinia, 03
Gunnninina', fv3

Gundlacliia, r08
Gvmnoblnstea, 77
Gvmiiocvfa, 2'!

Gvninodinium, rS

Gymnotemata, 240
Gymnosomata, 359

Hsemodipsa, 234
HiEmopsis, 23-4

Hair-worm, 212
Halcyonium, 122
Halcyonoida, 115, 121
Halcyonida;, 122
Halicbondria, GG
Haliomma, 10

Haliotidaj. 320
Haliotis, 320
Halisarca. (13

Il:il(s:in'.„,l(;a, (IS

l[;i|.:,l.ln'.ri,ia. Gl
ll.ili.sl. I .1, 1112

llidnphr^imiiium, 18
llallciiii, j:;

ll;ll,lilir;l. r.iYl

HMiinmv-sliell,2G5
Hard-head siionge, 64
Hard-shell clam, 27G
Harpa, :V'.i

Ilnrp shrill, :',29

124

II

11,1111

]luy-i.;x.:r, :;:)

Hearing, xxx
Heart, xxiii
Hcctoeotvlus, 305
II.>l;;-N r, ICO
|i

I ,1 i ,1, 119
11

I
'.I', III

llcl--iia, ;iJl

Helicina.', 313
Helicinida3, 324
Heliozoa, 4, 13
Helix, .".13

Helmet-shells, 351
Heniiastcr, 175
Hemicardiura, 274
Hemicystites, 139
Hemiophrya, 30, 48
Hcinphillia, 319
Hen-clam, 278
Herniasa, 299
Hermione, 230
Herpetomonas, 33
Heterocentrotus, 109
Heteronoreis, 228
Hcteroteiithis, 375
Heteropoda, 353
Heterotricha, 41
Hexactincllinoe, 69
Hoxamrtra, 34

liipi ''. I'O

lli,,,.„nyx. .4!;

Hipvopo,',!;!', 105, 106
riipp..p,:,lins, lOU
I!ippni:ns, '.:;

ppl

Hi
Ilini.liiiri, 2::2

llini.lo. 2 :;

Histiofoiilbis, 375
History ot Zoology, Ixiv

Histriobdella, 235
Holopus, 14fi

Holostomata, -"38

Holothm-ia, 182

Holothuroidca, 176

Holotricba, W
Holtenia, 70
Homolampas, 174

Homology', xvi
Horse-sponge, G4
HvaleidEe, 357
Hyalina. 357
Hyalonenia, 09
Hybrids, 1

Hvdatina, 205
Hydra, 73, 77

Hydractinia, S2, 89
Hydranth, 78
Hydrocorallina?, 88
Hydroid, 73
Hydroidea, 73
Hydrorhiza, 78
Hydrotheca, 83
Hydrozoa, 73
Hymenaster. 157
Hyocrinus, 146
Hypoblast, x
Hyponome, 140
Hypotricha, 4G

lanthiiiicla', 325
Icthvdiiiin.'JiK;

IrlllV.ili.lrll;l.235

Idniiiin-a, 241

Idol-shells, 345
Ilyanassa, 333
Impregnation, xlvi
Inarticulata, 24(i

Individual, 57
Inermes, 217
Infundibulum, 31G
Infusoria, 2G
Ink-bag, 363
Inorganic bodies, il

Inta;niolata, 87
Integropalliata, 257
Intestine, xx
Invagination, x
lo, K42
Irpa, 179
Isida.', 123
Isis, 123
Isocardia, 376
Isogeny, xvii
Isopleiira, 292
Ivory shells, 333

Jelly-fishes, 89
Johited worms, 218

Kellia, 279
Key-hole limpets, 320
Kerato-silicoidea, 65
Keratodo, 63
Keratoidea, 64
Kjokkenmuddiugs, 257
Kolga, 179
Koonsia, 303
Korethraster, 157
Kraken, 369

Labial palpi, 254
Laehrymaria, 40
Lacnna, 339
Lacustrida;, 07
Lcevicardium, 273
LaganfEca, 35
Laganum, 171
Lagena, 15
Lagenophrys, 45
Lamarckianism, Ivi

Laraelhiria, 347
Lamellibranchiata, 252
Lana di mare, 103
Land leeches, 234
Land snails, 311

Laival forms, xlvii

Lasso cells, 74
Leda, 269
Leeches, 232

land, 234
Lepardia, 242
Lepeta, 321
Lcpidonotus, 230
Lepocyta, 26
Leptodera, 207
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Leptocliscus, 37

Leptomonas, 33
Leptycliaster, 158
Leskiinae, 173

Lcucones, ()3

Lisula, l'.»8

Lima, L'fil

Limaciclae, 317
Lhnaciiia, 359
LimaciiUK. 311)

Limnciiiiila!, 358
Liiiiax, 305, 31'J

Limicohc, '^^-i

Limna'a, 3U7

Linuiaikla.', '007

Liiiiiiseina;, 307
Limpets, 321, 345

,, Clip and saucer, 315

„ fresli water, 308

„ key-hole, 320

,, slipper, 345

Linckia, 13.)

LinckiadiE, 159
Liiieri^es, 93
Liiiiiiial riljbon, 283

Linkula, 246
Liiigulella, 24G
LingiilidiE, 24G
Lipocepliala, 252
Lip, 287
LitliistiiiiB, G9
Lithodomus, 267
Littorina, 338
Littorinida?, 338
Liver tlukc, 191

Lizzia, S3
Lobosa, 5
Locomotion, xix
Loliginidfe, 374
Loligo, 374
Loligopsids, 375

Loligopsis, 375
Loliolus, 374
Lopliomonas, 34
Lopliophore, 237
Lopliopiis, 244
Lottia, 321
Lovenia, 174
Loveii's larva, 219
Loxosoma, 240
Luceriiaria, 94
LucernaridiE, 94
Liioiiia, 274
Liiciiiida?, 274
Liig-worin, 227
Luidia, l.jS

Lumbriciilus, 224
Liiinbricus, 220
Liinatia, 34G
Lungs, xxiv
Luponia, 349
Lymphatics, xxiii

Lyousia, 282

Macoma, 280
Macrocyclis, 312

Macrostomum, 234
Mactrida;, 278
Madrepora, 117

Madreporic body, 135

Magilus, 335
Malacobdella, 235
Maldauidie, 226
Malleus, 265
Malpigian vessels, xx
Mamma, .346

Mantijamkia, 227
Manicina, 120
Mangelia, 337
Mantle, 249

Maretia, 174
Margarita, :)22

Margaritaiui, 271
Margiiiellii, 327
Martesia, 286
Maryiia, 40
Mason shell, 326
Mastigocerca, 205
Mastigaiuii'ba, 27, 32
INhisligiiteulhis, 375
MaUinUiuii of egg, xlv
Meaudrina. 119

Meconidium, 85
Mediaster, 159
Medusa, 78
Melainpus, 303
Melauia, 341
Melaiiiida;, 341

Melaniiua;, 341
Melaiitho, 340
Jloleagriiia, 262
Meliccrta, 204
Jlellita, 172
Melita;a, 123
INIelo. 327
Menibraiiipora, 242
Mental characteristics, xxxi
Mcnnis, 212
Mci-mithidae, 212
Jleroii, 277
Meseiiteron, xi
Mesoblast, xi

Mesoderm, xi
Mesopodium, 249
JVlesostomum, 190
Metamorphosis, xlvi
Metapodium, 249
Metazoa, 49
Metridium, 113, 116
MicrostomidiE, 191
Microciona, 66
Mycrophyle, xlv
Mlllepora, 89
Millepore corals, 88
Miliola, 21
Mind, xxxi
Mitra, 329
Mitridae, 329
Mnemiopsis, 110
Modiolus, 266
MoUusca, 248

„ bivilve, 252

,, naked, 295

,, wing footed, 356

Molluscoidea, 236
Molpadia, 180
Monactinellinae, 66
Monadidfe, 32
Monas, 33
Moner, 3
Monera, 2
Monocaulis, 81

Monocerca, 205
Monocystidea, 24, 25
Monod'onta, 323
Monomastiga, 32
Mononiyaria, 257
Monosiga, '.iS

Monoxenia, 113
Montacuta, 279
Montagua, 299
Mopsea, 123
Moriiteuthis, 375

Morphology, ii

Morula, ix

Mouth, 287
Mulinia, 279
Mulleria, 182
Murex, 330
Muricidie, 330

Muricinns, 330
Muscular tissue, xiii

Mussa. 120
Mussels, 264

fresh water, 2C9
Mutton fish, 93
Mya, 2,S0

Mycedium, 117

Myidffi, 2K0
Myriotrochus, 179
Myriozoidoe, 242
Myriozoum, 242
Mytilidie, 26(i

Myxobranchea, 9
Myxospongiie, 63
Myzostoma, 231

Naiadas, 269
Maida', 223
Nais, 223
Naked molluscs, 295
Nassa. 333
Natica, 346
Natural History, i

Natural selection, liii

Nautilida;, 368
Nautilus, 104, 368
Navicella, 323
Nectooalyx, 99
Nectostem, 99
Nematoda, 207
Nematogciis, 197
Nemertea, 215
Nemertes, 21<i

Neo-Lamarckianism, Ivi

Neomenia, 292
Neomenoidea, 292
Nephelis, 234
Nephridia, 251
Nepthyda;, 228
Neptunea, 331
Nereidas, 228
Nereis, 228
Nerincea, 342
Nerita, 323
Neritida;, 323
Neritina, 323
Nervous tissue, xiii

Nerves, xxiv
Neverita, 346
New England sea-urchin, 169

Nidorellia, 159

Noah's ark, 2(i8

Noctiluca, 25, 30, 37

NoctilucidEB, 37

Nonionina, 16, 20

Noteus, 205
Notoinmata, 205
Nuculida;, 269
Nuda, 111
Nudibranchiata, 295

Nuclear vescicle, 8

Nucleolus, viii, xlv
Nucleus, viii, xlv
Nucula, 269
Niiminulina, 17

Obelia, 83
Obolus, 246
Octopoda, 3fi9

OctopodidiB, 370

Octopus, 370
Ocyroii, 109
Odontophore, 288
Odostomia, 342
Esophageal ring, xxvi
(Esophagus, XX
Oleacinidse, 310

Oligochajta, 220

Oligotroohus, 180
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Oliva. :!'2S

01i\-e shells, 328

Olivella, 329
Olivida-. :a8
Olvnthoidea, 02

Oiiniuistici.liul*, o75

OimiKistivi'lics, o76

Oiicliid.-lla. ::o!i

(),i,-!ii. lii.hr, :;(«!

OiH'lii'liiiiii. :;ii'.i

Onciiiciniis, ;;m

Oniscia, :i5'2

Onychoteutliis, 375

Opalina, 41

Oiiercularia, 45

Operculum, "288

OiihiacaiitUa, 151

Ophiactis. 150

Ophitlaster, 159

Opliidomonas, 33

Opliiobyrsa, 152

Ophiocerauiis, 149

Opliiociasuia, 152

Opliiocoma, 151

Opliiocniila, 150

Ophioci'eas, 152

Opliiocteu, 149

Ophiooviubium,151
Ophioulviilia, 149

Opliioiiclus, V<-1

Ophioiuitra, 151

Oi.liio,„„siun,. 149

(,,,l,i,.nn.- 1.-.2

!l|,h..m,vxa. 1..2

(lphl..lirll:l, 1:.

C>i.ln..i.lH.lis, 150

(ll.lilMll.rix, I.M

Opl.iozona. Il'.i

Opliiuia, UU
OphiuiuUe, 148

Ophiuroklea, 147

OplirydiiiiE, 43

Ophrydium, 27, 45

Oplir'yocotyle, 201

Ophyomyces, 152

Opisthobranchiata, 295

Orbiculiua, 10

Orbitolites, IG

Orbulina, 20

Oreaster, 15i)

Organic bodies, ii

Organ-pipe coral, 123

Organs, xiii

Organs, correlation of, xiv

Organs o{ Bojauus, 251

Ormers, 320

Oi-thidaj, 247

Orthoceras, 368

Ostrea, 257
Ostreidai, 257

Ostrich plume, 86

Otina, 307

Otocysts, XXX, 84

Otoliths, XXX
Ovuluni, 349

Oxygyrus, 355
Oxyuris, 212
Oyster, 257

„ pearl, 262

„ thorny, 262

Pachybatron, 352
Pachydrilus, 223
Pachvtrocha, 45

Pallets, 283
Pallial chamber, 288
Pallial Hue, 256

Pallial sinus, 257
Pallium, 240
PaludicellidiB, 241

INDEX.

Paludina, 340

PaludinidiE, 340

Palythoa, 69
Pandora, 282
Panopsea, 281
Pantostomata, 32

Paper nautilus, 370

Paper sailor, 370

Paphia, 280
Parallelipedum, 268

ParamecidiE, 39

Paramecium, 28, 39

Parapodia, 219

Parasira. 370

Partvila. :'>15

Parthenogenesis, xlviii

Parypha, SO

Patella. 320
Patellida;, 320

Patiria, 159

Peachia, 116

Peacock tail volute, 327

Pear-shells, 352

Pear-snail, 332

Pearl oyster, 262

Pearly nautilus, 368

Pecten, 261
Pectinaria, 228
Pectinatella, 244

PectinidsE, 260
Pectinura, 149
Pectunoulus, 269

153
lV<l;it:l. ISO

I
I'rdirrllilKi, -:'>

PediccUinida, 239

Pedipes, 306

Pelagia, 92

Pelagidse, 92

Pelecynoda, 252

Pelican's-foot shell, Sol

Pclodera. 207

Peueropolis, 16

Pennaria, 80

Pennatula, 123

PennatulidEe, 123

Pentaceros, 159

Pentacrinus, 142

Pentacta, 181
Prntiviiiites, 139

I r,.|>'l.;i't:'. --2

I'rrMiiii.hr. :;s

divlhi

, 176

IViiidiyllida'. 94

Peviploina, 282

Perisarc,77
Peritricha, 43
Perivisceral space, xx
Periwinkles, 338

Perna, 266
Peronia, 309

Person, 57

Perspective shell, 326

Petalosticha, 172

Petricola, 277

Petricolidfe, 277

Petrified fingers, 373

Phalansterium, 35

I'liaretrones, 63

riuis<-..li.s..iiia, 217

I'hasiunfll-,,. 323

I'lieasant shells, 323

I'hercmema. 71

Pliilinida-. :;02

Philonexid.-c, 369

Phileus. 162

Pboladidea, 286

PholadinBe, 283

Pholas, 285
Phormosoma, 168
Phoronis, 218
Phorus, 32(i

Phosphorax, 319
Pliragmocoue, 373

Phreoryctes, 223
Phreoryctidae, 222
Phylactolfemata, 243
Phyllacanthus. 166

PhyllididfE, 298
Phyllirhoe, 300
Phyllirboidte, 300
Phyllodoce, 229
Physa, 308
Physalia, 104
Physemaria, 61

Physiology, xviii

Physophora, 102

Physophorte, 98
PhysophoridiE, 102

Pilgrim's shells, 261

PilTdium. 217

Pin-worm, 212

Pinna, 87, 267

Pisidium, 275

Placuna, 260

Planaria, 188

Planovbina;, 307

Planorbis, 308

Plant, ill

Plants and animals, differences

between, iii

Planula, 78
Plastidules, 4
Plathelminthia, 187

Platycola, 33, 45
Platycrinus, 146

Platytheca, 33
Pleuvohrachia, 111

Plenn.l.nni.lnda-, 303
,
i03

al cavity, xii
l-.ihr;Pli

Pic

Pl<
Plruroti
Pleurot.
PhunaK
PI"
Pill

a. :i37

.,rid:T?, 323

i&.y. 337

Podo

fiidiou-e, 104

,„l,.iin.m. 360

...Irniionida', 360

,,|.h..ra. ISO

..nis, 12

Podophrya, 47

Podophryie, 47

Podostoma, 32

Podostomata, 244

Polar globule xlv

Polia. 216
P<.lian vescicle, 137

P,.hr,dis, ISII

l'.,rv.vva. :;"0

l>„Iye.M ida., :;iX)

Polycha'ta, 22;)

Polycirrus, 235

Polvcloni
Polvcvsti
Polvdnra. 22,

Pi.lvuastri.aj;
p„lV-..i<li"s, 219

P.ilvkrik.'S. -10

l',.lvniastiua, :'.2

l'„lvn,ondi.sn,,49
P..rva'.-i,

::.-

INdvi's, 112

T,.lM,st.-ni.99
Polyp.drs, 2:'.7

Polvpites, 100

I
Polyplacophora, 293

s, 11
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Polystomeaj, 194
Polystomella, 16
Polystomum, 195
Polyzoa, 23(i

Pomatiopsis, r>.")!1

Pompholyx, :iOS

Pond snails, :i07, ;H0
Pontobclella, 235
Pontolimax, 298
Porcelain sliells, 348
Porcellanaster, 158
Povit'erata. 49
Porocidaris. IGG
Porospora. 24
Porpita, 107
Portuguese mau-of-war, 104

Potaioides, 348
Potamospongiie, 11

1

Poulpe, 371
Pourtalesia, 173
Praya, 10;i

Prayida;, 106
Precious wentle trap, 326

Priapulida;, 218
Priapulus, 218
Primitive stomach, xi
Prionecliinus, 170
Proboscidifera, 324
Productida;, 247
Proglottids, 198
Proneomenia, 233
Pronucleus, xlv
Prophetic type, xviii
Prophysaon, 319
Propodium, 249
Prosperpina, 324
Protamoeba, 25
Proteids, vl
Protista, 2
Protohydra, 77
Protomyxa, 3
Protoplasm, v
Protoplasta, 4, 14
Protospongla, 35, 71
Protozoa, 1

Psammobia, 280
PseudodiiHugia, 15
Pseudopodia, 5
Pseudospora, 34
Psolus, 181
Psorosperma, 25
Psychyology, xxxi
Ptenoglossa, 324
Pteraster, 139, 157

Pterasteridse, 157

Pterocera, 350
Pteropoda, 356
Pterotrachea, 356
Pterotraohelds, 355
Pullenla, 20
Pulmonata, 303
Pulmonifera, 303
Pupa, 316
Pupid-ne, 316
Purple shell, 325
Purpura. 3;i4

Pycnopodia, 160
Pyramidella, M2
PyramidellidiE, 342

Pyrazus, 348
Pyrula, 331
Pyxicola, 45

Quahog, 276
Quill, 2G1

Radial canal, 137
Radiata, 135
Eadio-flagellata, 32

Radiolaria, 7

Radiolarian ooze, 21
Kanella, 353
Rangia, 279
Rapana, 335
Kataria, IDT, IDS
lia/.or clams, 282
i;ec:l»zia, 325
Red chiton, 294
Reil coral, 122
Redia, 192
Renilla, 124
Reproduction, xliv
Respiration, xxiii
Respiratory tree, xx, 17
Rotcpcira. i'43

i;ctr|„,riila.. 243
Kctiruhiria, 14
Khal.ilitis. 2i)S

l;lial..loc.i'la, 190
Uhalidn^aster, 214
Khal.dopl,. ,ra, 244
l;lial«l(istvla, 45
l;hai-hiul,'.ssa.32T

l;ha|.liiiloni inata, 65
i;iii|.i.lo.^,,i-ia, 122
Kliizui-liiliis, :]:i5

IMiizMrrinus, 112. 14G
Uhizo-llagi-llata. 31

niiizopl.vsa, 104

IMiizopoda. 4

i:h(nubos,'t'ns, 197
Uhopalndina. 183
i;|]vurlicla, 47
KhviiclK.l.dellida-, 2-34

Klivnoli.MR-lla. 247
Kliynchonrllidie. 247
Rhynccipvgus, 173

Ring canal, 137

Ris.soa, 339
nissoclla, 3:!9

i;iss,.ida', :;:;9

i;..nian snail. 313
Kossia. :;7;^

Kostellaria. 350
Kostrnm, 373
IJotalia. 16. 21
Kotflla. .;23

K.itif.T. 2112

Itntilrra. 202
Uound clam, 276
Round worms, 212
Rudistes, 272

Sagitta, 214
Saleuia, 167

Salenid^, 167
Salpiiigoeca, 35

Sand dollar, 171

Sand saucers, 346
Sanguinolaria, 280
Sarcodictyon, 124

Saxicava, 281
Scalaridfle. .326

Scallops, 260
Scapharca. 268
Scaphopoda, 291

Scarabus, 30(i

Schizaster, 176
Schizosiphon, 46
Schizostoma, 342
Scorpion shells, 350
Scrobicularia, 280
Scurria, 321
Scutellida;, 171

Scutibranchia, 322

Scyandra, <i2

S(!'yllca, 299
Scyphisloma, 96
Scyphostoma, 96
Scytomouas, 33

Soa-.ancnione, 113, 115
Sea-blubs, 89
Sea-corn, 333
Sea-clam, 278
Sea-fans, 116, 121

iil»'i 17(i

Sea-net lies. 89
Sea-pens, 116
Sea-urchins, 161

New England, 169
Sea-wash-balls, 333
Sea-whips, 121

Segmental organs, xx
Segmentation, ix

,, cavity, ix
,. nucleus xlvi

Seison, 203
Seniele, 280
Sensations, xxiv
Sense of touch, xxx
Sense organs, xxx
Sepia, 374
Sepiadae, 374
Sepiola. 375

S.'i

374

147

i-r|.i

Sc/nipi-s. L'74

Scrtularia. -SG

Sertularidai, 86
SetaN 29

Shell, 249

,, ag'ate, 316

,, apple, 344

„ carrier, 326

,, ear, 321

,, fig. 352

„ gold, 260

,, hammer, 265

„ harp, 329

,, helmet, 351

,, idol, 345

,, ivory, 333

,, mason, 326

„ olive, 328

,,
pear, 352

,,
pelican's foot, 351

„ perspective, 326

,, pheasant, 323

,, pilgrim's, 261

,,
porcelain, 348

„ purple, 32.5

,, scorpion, 350

,, silver, 2<i0

,, sun dial, 326

,, tooth, 291

,, top. 322

,, tun, 3.52

„ weaver's shuttle, 349

,, wing, 349

Ship-worm, 284

Sigaretus, 347

Sight, xxx
Silicoidea. 68

Silinua, 283

Silver shell, 2(;0

Sinistral, .'iOl

Sinni-spolster. 91

Sinupallialia. 2.57

Sipb... 3:;i

Si|il..niari.la'. :i05

Sipli..„i,la.2.-.7

Siphon..ph<.ra, 97

Sipliouopoda, 291

Sipuncuiidic, 217
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Slipper limpet, 345
Slugs, 317
Snails, oil

Snail, apple, 3i4

„ cellar, ol2

,, garden, 313

„ land, 311

,, pear, 332

,, lioman, 313

„ pond, 2i0, oOr
Solaridaj, 325
Solaster, 159
Solemyia, 283
Solen, 2S2
Soleiiida>, 282
Solenopliorus, 202
Spadella, 2U
Spatant;ida3, 173
Spatangiiia?, 174
Spatangocystis, 174
Spatangus, 174
Specialized types, xvii
Spectre candles, 373
Spicules, sponge, 54
Spermatopliores, 366
Sperniatozoan, ix
Spha-ridia, 102
Splia'riuni, 275
Splutrodina, 20
Spluurcijihrya, 47
SpliaTdzoum, 12
Spicula amoris, 305
Spicules, r>4

Spindle, xlv
Spiril'eridjp, 247
Spinalis, 35S
Spirillina, 18
Spirochonia, 45
Spirorbis, 227
Spirostonium, 27, 41
Spirilla, o73
Spiral ida', 373
Spondylus, 262
Sponges, 44
Sponge, bath, 51, 64

,, commercial, G4

„ crumb-of-bread, 06

,, cup, 04

,, dead-man's finger, 05

,, hard-head, 64

,, fresh-water, 67

,, glass, 60

,, horse, G4

,, spicules, 54

,, toilet, 64

,, wool, 64

,, Ziramocca, 64
Spongina;, 64
Spongomonas, 36
Squid, 3liO, 374, 376
Squid, giant, 377
" Staggers," 201
Star-iishes, 152
Statoblasts, (i7, 238
Stauroteuthis, 369
St. Cuthbert's beads, 139
Stellerida, 147
Stentor, 28

Stephanomia, 102
Stephanops, 205
Sternapsis, 227
Stichopus, 182
Stichotricha, 4S
Stinging cells, 74
Stoastoma, 324
Stomatoca, 8.3

Strepoinatina', 342
Streptaxis, 310
Streptonenra, 294 319
Strigilla, 279

Strobila, 06
Strombida;, 349
Strombs, 350
Strombus, 350
StrongylidiB, 211
Strongylocentrotus, 170
Stylets, 29
Stylifer, 342
Styliola, 358
Stylommatophora, 309
Stylonichia, 45
Suberites, 66
Succinea, 317
Sucoinida;, 317
Suckauliock, 277
Suctoria, 47
Sun-animalcules, 13
Sun-dial shell, 326
Sun-iish, 8!l

Sun-star, 160
Supply system, 53
Surf-clam, 278
Sutures, 287
Sycaiulra, 55
Sycones, ()2

Sycotypus, 131
SyllidiB, 229
Synapta, 180
Synaptidte, 180
Synaptula, 180
Syngamus, 211
Synthetic type, xviii
Syzygy, i44

Tactile sense, xxx
Tainia, 1S8
Tasnioglossa, 338
Taonius, 375
Tapes, 277
Tape-worms, 198
Tebenophorin^, 318
Tebcuophorus, .318

Tectibranchiata, 301
Teeth, xxi
Tele.scopium, 348
Telliiia, 279
Tellinida', 279
Tentaculata, HI
Tentaculifera, 47
Terebella, 225
Terebellum, 350
Terebra, 337
Terebratulidje, 247
Terebratulina, 247
Teredinas, 284
Teredo, 284
Tergipes, 298
TererbridiE, 337
Testacella, 310
Testacellida;, 310
Testicardina, 247
Tethva, 118

Tethvs, :m
Tetr.-ibranchiata, 367
Tetractinellinre, 68
Tetrastemma, 215
Teuthida;, 375
Textularia, l(i, 21

Thalassema, 2.31

Thalassicolla, 7
Thalassolampe, 9
Thamnocnidia, 81
Tliecata, 87
Thecidium, 247
Thecosomata, 357
Thimble-fish, 93
Thorny-oyster, 262
Thracia, 2,82

Thunder-bolts, 373
Thiu'icola, 45

Thyone, 181
Tliyonidium, 181
Thysanozoon, 189
Thysanoteuthis, 375
Tiedemannia, 350
Tintinus, 42
Tissues, ix, xiii

Tube-worm, 225
Toilette s))onge, 64
'i'omopteris, 230
Tongue, 28.S

Tooth shells, 291
Top-shells, 322
Tornatella, 302
Tornatellidaj, 301
Torquatella, 43
Toxiglossa, 336
Trachelocera, 36, 40
Trachelocerida;, 40
Trachelomonas, 37
Trachydermon, 394
Trachymedus.'e, 88
Trachynema, 88
Trematoda, 191
Trichaster, 152
Trichina, 210
Trichinosis, 210
Trichocephalus, 365
Trichocysts, 27, 40
Trichodina, 43
Trichonella, 63
Triclionympliidre, 41
TricbotracbelidiE, 210
Trichocephalus, 211
Tridacna, 272
TridacnidiE, 272
Triforis, 348
Trigonia, 269
Trigonidffi, 269
Triploblastic, xi
Tritia, 333
Tritonida;, 352
Tritonium, 353
Trivia, 349
Trochosphere, 251
Trochostoma, 179
Trochozoon, 186
Trochammina, 21
TrochidEe, 322
Trochus, 322
Trnmpet animalcules, 42
Truncatella, 340
Trochoceras, 368
Trychonympha, 41
Trypanosoma, 31
Tr'vpauosomata, 31
Tuba, (iO

TubicolfE, 225
Tubitex, 223
Tubificida;.223
Tubipora. 121, 123
Tubiporid.T, 123
Tubularia, 81
Tubulipora, 240
Tubuliporidae, 240
Tulotoma, 340
Tun shells, 352
Turbellaria, 188
Turbo, 322
Turritellida;, 343
Turritopsis, 88
Tylenchus, 208
Tyrian purple, 330, 334
Types, xvii

Umbellularia, 124
UmbellulidiE, 124
Umbilicus, 287
Umbrella, 303
Uucini, 29
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L'nguliua, 279
Unio, 270
Uuioiiidae, 2G9
Urechinus, 174
Urnatella, 2-i9

Unmla, 47
Urosalpinx, 331
Uti'icularia, lUO
Uvella, 37

Vaginicola, 45
VaginicoliiiiE, 43, 45
Valvata, 345
ValvatidiE, 345
Varices, 330
Velella, 107
Veliger, 152
Velum, 251
Veuerula;, 376
Ventriculites, 71

Venus, 276
Venus' rtower-basket, 08

„ girdle, lOS

Vermes, 185
Verraetida;, 343
Vermetus, 344
Veronicella, 310
Vertigo, 316
Vescicularia, 241
Vescicularidae, 241
Vesciculata, 12
Vibracula, 238
Vinegar eels, 207

Vitelline membrane, xliv
Vitrina, 312
Vitrininas, 312
Vohua, 327
Volute, peacock-tail. 327
Volutes, o27
VolutidiB. 327
Volutomitra, 330
Vortex, 190
Vorticella, 43
Vorticellida;, 43
Vorticellinaj, 43

Waldliamia. 243, 247
Wauiiiuui, 277
Waterinn-pot, 283
AVntur-vascular system, xxiii
WatL'i-vasciilar canal, xx
Weaver's slnittle slicll, 349
Wentle-trap, 326

,, precious, 320
Wliale's tongue, 231
Wheat-worm, 208
Wlieel-animalcules, 202
Wlielk, 333
Wliorls, 287
Wing-footed moUusca, 356
Wing-shells, 349
Wool sponge, 64
Worms. 185
AVorni, barbed-headed, 213

„ earth, 220

Worm, hair, 212

„ iointed, 218
., lug, 227

„ pin, 212
round, 212

„ ship, 284
„ tube, 225

Xylophaga, 280
Xylotrya', 285

Yellow sponge, 64
Yoldia, 2(i9

Ziphacantha, U
Zimmocca sponge, 64
Zirpluta, 38H
Zoantharia, 115, 116
Zonites, 312
ZonitiuiE, 312
Zoocytium, 40
Zoodendria, 33
Zooid, 78
Zoology, ii

,, history of, Ixiv
Zooii, 57
Zoopliytes, 72
Zoothamnium, 45
Zoroaster, 160
Zygobranchia, 319
Zygodactyla, 87

Zygosis, 30
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