
M\{Z\SU
k

-:"









tr

*tj)JM &Jb&

yj-J *** gji-j

tjjt

^j>f £r^» «>. > cr5 I

^.

fl
frnffi>»fr»»

i

TO

^ i jjUt ^/> Jijia > j.

srjtHM^iJJ*-

. \\\t^. -»\m v-





(r) y^^ *>*^

^

C^1^

Jf»L«iJ Jl^" W*^-^
c
}Uj S^^Mj UjIU cj; i jJ-l

J\L.JMj uj^l'

(n

f
!>UVl J Jj-j Jt £>" <)£ <~* ^\ j £*>\ f

(ti~Y ,

\

IjJA p *V-3 ##^^ J dUl j^il all J5UL.I3

u:y u^1

jij^^^

dU' &J> *ti"

JiMi gj^



<,J)jl|l 3>JI . JA\^ £*Jto U^^l" (

a

^idU) r^u i JL* ^^ vijjii j^s • s^i <y *'<"^

U~Jtfl j I vbdl 1 1* ^ j/Vi .JLi Juki. J o/l x,

o j. Cfejlj jjd. s-^50ljb J fcyii U/Vl U-ill oLi

M. A.



\ij&

ijjjlll a>II J* JliJl •jW

J^uL^a)!

< tra -m >
*unj ju> c-

>

( IA' - If* ) fli^llj OliljJ-lj JyJIj JJLSJlj jTltfl C->

( 1A1 - 4A> ) aJUillj ^1 C-^



&Utft Uj iJa^l ***«JI (^ t»j^ (—^ U ?*-»w> J| iLijl

£»•—

H

^^i

U

A

* •,

4X4)J

JJ*

J*ti

^>l 4UU ^U (4LJ)

illCc

&>Jb
* 4

**.
«^A

-j,|

•alj*

j*ti

fl»Ii jrU a (*»j*

t_jdl r^y oLaI ««<b

• »

>**J J=!

JJ ^

>ji

A

5

Y

r

u

Y»

A

U

^

r

Y1

v

Wi

Y«r

YYY

yyt

YYW

Yi>

Yit

Yot

fY«

I



\ jwi^i KM****

IjM "4jJ\ jUI jfs ^

l*^ UjuUQU C^i £uA *^j jbJW dM dU*j\ by^i <#"

j*l oi^ Ai> * m&-»% (,)
jLu- 4jj,

B226 dW J J*U dM cMJ\ IjJs £>jcJ U jji ±f£j,\ Jl;

J 1*JW^^. «* ~» J *>.jU 3ljJ JiyJjJb Ai villi

£ j>> J^l J^^ aJ-I «jjO jfc
fJ

Jl dJ|S ^j • Jji

tftJ^^yj'j 0\ULJ»Wj tfjUbM $*J\ ju_p &J|i

JJ» j^ o* J—VI £ 105 (\)



V»Ul ^oil jUI ^ o-^Ul olll Y

^u^j juj\ *15%\ o* atfi • U* CL* Jls\Vj^i J

I,.

f
liU vf

1
! jV> JljLi

r
>l o*^ 227 'J



v Jtfl »
jj-l *,j)jal^

<>>ll £* v^J •->/& *» JtN Jl klir\ <^i ^ip, ^j, jl«^

alLU^ . J,VI ^U-£ JI^LlJ L^
r
UUJJ<>^ J

Jj Cy Igi
f
Is U Jj VI g,jjr>lsj xl\ Jl

f
jjg as Jtt^

^ feU^i* SU^l* ^jUkll^JljuPU^I^ dUiJ^

wttf^ ±.\
J* ^ ^ Jj>:, <s\^ j^l, • Cl\^ f

Vs*U J^\

4-u Ju-dl Jl U\^ ^ JU, . ^>V\ tf aU^ ^ ^Ull

B.227 <J,> ,U J^y^ jjj, . 41. s>V;jCj\ v^li,
f}^*^

ui a-j. >ll dUll olLJLJI 0> vjj'jj^U »iM x* ;jpU ^ji,

»>Ujjl53\dU^ *l^l ^^.1 \3 >\j*\ <^!\^ jT^-S
^JOi 4>1j j gL i5^ J>-u ^^ (jj. ^yj\J ii

•ust^u ^juiaji ^j\ j^ 4juiir , jr;lj



U»UA1M jUI^^U uUI i

tt^ Jiil\ ^ .A*
f\**l»

l^u.\ A*U< dM cALLA jvfU/f

i&j^iJIj^^Uldl^

tf
4j\

f\f
ju^l J\ aUI iU <>yj <j?jJI OyL oAi ^j

0U, -A •>* uoU ^*-J J\ 4sLL^r^^



© ^Ull.ji-I <,j)jl!b>JI

If . aaU1\ dJUJH jlj^ yk* ^jl2 Jl »ja5j il AiS^d^fj

!#> • Vpj Vtj fA'j J l
:A

j > S&^M* -^ t> U?
Olil^l^^?^ ^ \p\j\yJ-l Jft^jjU U»

•^j\

a/a VJ'j o-J-t J'j O^j j»U» dftli jjji^ j^tj o
J!fc*U) jLij t,^ 3J.1 j*i^j^ \fr

. juii'

r& c^>-\i . dull, 0,1 cj u ykij j* _,\iijj dw
I * * ^ *»



44»U1IM' jU-1 Ji cj trA-JI *U1 "*

y >i
\i jy.^ jA^ >* u- c*-

Qu^ r^^
.V^ J\ iJjM'j *^ ^>r/ J^ ^ *-^

^

V\ j^ Jwi ,>< ^W f* o^j •

r
M >V-U r^->^

&; .j^^ui sx\ j*z^ >%\ j*A • •*&^

^jjl j^.^i ajUI cJ*L J v&^ •^^ «*^

rf



V JUJI •jj- 1 4, jJjtfI ajSJI

^229^^1^.^ ft jjf-ftyF-^Jiti.] y\ AJu)l Jy fcJl *I* Jj

jCJI J& &fJMJ^^. *>. J ^ V*U t3 eft

JU 4Hl <fJ Sj/jiW fcJl
ft*

d\;*Z> <y

a' J 1 cr^ 1

J*" **^J* cft> <yr V^ >V^^yy cH>^
M m *

c*^ ^ j. x*~ ft £$ ft j\> J^Ul *ja\jji l^j
^ 1* **

JiSfJU JijW^^J^ • cVi' c*i l^j JVjJ\ *l JupjI,

^^ -^3 *^>^ *U»Jjj o£» 4^1 Aiil 4?^ ^Oj 6^U



V-li» Ml jU-I f* 4 uoUl UJI a

^\>l^JUJ^ J^^ J15 * <#** !jc *ifll-*(My . J** B.229

JL^- 43U J &JjJ?^ju^ Cl *1J^ • J* V>>

JU i\^j0/3l\fcJ\y Jp c- J*^J# &jW



\ % ;, V^iii >M

A230. •Jk)j\X\ Akrf
ft Jj

<m! U«£ IjJSi o\£*j • y">"^^ Oi J:
ftW

tXtt^ jl*-1 UiU &
ff^j)

3^ ]

y} ^UU «I1 J^Vj

ju <&\ l^j *y kU j^. *ji jj

i>i->0! -^* u» ^*y oiyv^1^ ^-^ v^ Ji1 W->

a** • ./i^^y^. j> :>.i^ tf^ ;.'/ o- yi

lo u-^U ^l^lTj 4, 4«!j 4*1
Jp *\J»

Zi?. Jaii/^^

j\j\j «Ju*ail oJUai j AJ^jJUi »JU 4J j»w\j ©jjl^j j>- VI <ij9 tj

( Y

)

vjy» »M



I.M\ ^jjSI jUifi j^iUl JJ\ ^ s

*ILm J *ij^> If. J^*i IJ lS^jM^V £f
j>- O^j '

«

,JL J Uj J U»M^ u-iM «J»/i o^ ' ^ c/-^ ^

M

\

juj *«( 4*>-j •j/'il\ <uJi

j\i.
f
»\iu» Q-u u^oifj • JM 1 J^ 1^ JjJ Wj

JI If, Jtfji IfVj yi-O- ^-*^ J-*" (^ *>> l£*^
,



^\\^ Jdl'j-H kW>y*

yHj LAW li> l^Si oL<j • tf&y Oiv^ j£ fc- .a^L.Wj
u*J^ u* *Jw»Jl J j^jN Jo^ Jfciyj k-j^ *->** <i *«->•**

tyaO 1

. ^Wj^ o\ cr*-J^^ o'.£y} &AJ& V~ ! C/S
I

^ ^ j» y^ 4W\ *v& ^i^ 1^ o*^j^

jJIJUA;^ JLdilu:^ *e»jjf^4^ ^/^
u

o—> C* y* • y Ji (oat, .^j Ju- ju oUjV^
Cj^ Ju-Vl ,>.*M AJ\ ^\ Jf U*» •

r
UV iU\ J>lili y*

y?j j** J\ c?j*y*



14»U| «3jJ1 jUl /> J ^Ul uUI ^ \ Y

4-\ ji. ±j t/i £>i^^ x.y\ uj iU* J>*j\ Uj

r^ jj^c- J*- i/^ r*^ J^j !*•=» \£*V pr* -^V JW ^

J-i 6- ^Uii CU ^>^ ^Ur jri^ ^gi cr
ii\

fJi
r

* . * . * >

^*i£>j Uf Ji> y^j J^£^J y*d\ Ci»»/i^*y
j^'jj 0*Jul\ J> i-* pf. JiS jjl^i-

J*
dU\jL\ j>->j \jU» 231.B

ct>',^i Jdi-jlLLIIJ^j-I i^lUiU^f.^
0)
<iUyu^

u* <*W^>-> ^ • ^tjj^^M^^J^.**-

\^V.«>\ ^kmi SJ^Lx Ju J VjUoli z^fU-^ Jp-1j*j «/^j^,j>. X# Jkl*jJ

• ye y^ij ^ikii u/fi ;jjfli\ i-)»^ ^.>.j Jt
t :j.j d&

Jl JlU I,^LIl IJ K-&jis*$ ca
•***' C*$ ft j*-V» 0\Tj

l* ^ ^ J..VI 4 \*r (o



<\*> jwi »jj-i ijjj«i i^sji

i^ r^" J15 i^-M 6- H?r J^ ^ cJs> nj\A. f
Cru

232.A jJc 4J>o jl5^ • ^Utf \^ ^U-j ^l; ^.^ J*., ^U

>b jjl-^II 4^. \}Lp JulA Jlyblkilj^ ;ju3I tf >^ J^

tA V . 4^U j^\ 4^^ Cxi 4) Jll J^lj pdl j^fjl, xl\



U»M *JjjII jU-lii ^ j^UUJI ^\i>

ate!, >l* "Up Ci\ ^^ jJjj»\jc, o*-*. ^.\ jf\\\^o}

1

282.B
0lUJ\ W>. o>. o~l1 **£b^^^# ^
j^ cjiT, j^-j w >^ » -w o<.^ u^ y^ ^

ul *# 0».^V O. jV <i.\ O. •-W iP^ *^^ Ĵ
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U-l jiJ .Jrf .Lit as jfij* • j/JW JV-^ <XAj <^* *^
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serpent or cockatrice {//anask) which he met with by a pool of

water whither he had gone to drink. The second concerns

another learned man who used to read the Qur'dn to the Jinn.

In part ii of the text, pp. 20-21, it is related how a child, spirited

away from its mother before its birth and brought up by the Jinn,

saved the life of al- Malik al-Mujdhid during the siege of one of

his fortresses by swiftly moving him from the place where he was

immediately before a large stone from a catapult fell there, and

a few days later, aided by others of the Jinn, gave him the victory

over his foes* On pp. 226-7 of the same part is related a dream

of al-Malik al-Ashraf in which the Jinn appear.

Of himself, unfortunately, the author speaks hardly at all,

but he mentions on p, 202 of the second part of the text that he

was appointed a lecturer and Qur\in reader in the Ashraff Mosque

at Mimldh in 791/1389.

These are some of the points of interest in this book, which

cannot on the whole be described as either very entertaining or

very valuable, save to those who are specially interested in the

land of Yaman. Such as it is I am glad to be able at last to

submit it in its entirety to the judgement of the learned, the

severity of which will, I hope, be mitigated by the recollection

that the text w;is printed from photographs in Egypt without

I )r Nicholson or myself having any opportunity of correcting the

proofs, collating with the original, or emending bad readings or

doubtful passages.

Edward G. Browne.

CAMIIHIftlfK,

May x 6, tyiR
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which happened on December 24, 1386, the book, a commentary

on the Tanbih in 24 parts, was carried on the heads of the law-

students from the author's house to the king's palace accom-

panied by a band of drummers, and the king rewarded the

and raise the author's rank, since he was a blessing in this world

and in the world to come.'
1

In the second case, which happened

on May 3, 1398, similar honours were conferred on a book called

the Ifdd by the Qadf Majdu'd-Dfn Muhammad b. Ya'qub of

Shiraz. The three volumes which composed it were carried on
the heads of three leading scholars, preceded by judges, juris-

consults and students, and accompanied by drummers and
minstrels, to the king's palace, where the king, having turned

over the pages of the book, bestowed on the author a gift of

3000 dinars.

The author last mentioned, whose high position in Yaman is

alluded to in two other passages (pp. 264 and 278) was by no
means the only prominent Persian whose name is recorded in

these pages, for we find mention on p. 204 of the first part of the

text of another jurisconsult from Darabjird in Fars, while on

p. 135 we read of a jurisconsult of Yaman who died in 659/1261
and who had studied at Yazd. We also read on pp. 208 and 229
of the second part of the text of a murderous affray in the Wadf
Zabfd between Persian settlers and native Arabs in ^91-4/1389-
1392.

Amongst other curious matters recorded is a case of suicide
by hanging (part i of the text, p. 244), and (p. 409) a horrible
story of a little child who was ordered by a judge to slay his
father's murderer with an axe which was placed in his hands,
which deed he only accomplished after prolonged and repeated
efforts because of his tender age and lack of strength. In part ii

of the text, p. 249, we read of a certain Shaykh who, being
unmarried and childless, consoled himself with the society of
cats, of which animals he kept some thirty in his house, male and
female, feeding them daily with food which he bought for them
in the market, and concerning himself in other ways about their
welfare.

There are also some curious stories about the Jinn and their
relations with mankind. Two occur in part i of the text, pp. 3 54^5
and- 384. The first concerns a jurisconsult who was threatened
with destruction at the hanHc of *4^ 77-.- u~™„~~ 1 u... _
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Dfn ibnu'l-'Arabf, several references to the Isma'ilfs Thus in

part i of the Arabic text, p. 324, we read of the order for the

public cursing of these heretics in 699/1299-1300. On pp. 344
and 436-7 we find biographies of two theologians who were con-

verted from the Isma'ili to the Sunnf creed, and of the fears of

the second for his life in consequence of his apostasy, which

fears seem to have been well grounded, though his safety was

by the vigilance of the Government. The influence of

the sect must, however, have been considerable, for they were

able (p. 41 7) to secure the dismissal ofan orthodox theologian who

had aroused their resentment by his severity against them. On
p. 192 of the second part of the text, under the year 789/1387-8,

mention is made of a certain Shaykh Fakhru'd-Din who is said

to have been the chief of the Isma'fHs at this time.

Of matters connected with books and literature attention may

be called to the following. To illustrate al-Malik al-Muzaffar's

love of learning and passion for accuracy our author records

(first part of the text, p. 278) that he had seen a note in his own

hand in a copy of Fakhru'd-Dfn Rizf's Commentary on the Qur'dn

that, having read it through and found in it many errors, he had

obtained four more manuscripts of the same work from Egypt

As these, however, proved equally faulty, he sent a special

messenger to HerAt to borrow the actual autograph of ar-Razf,

but found it also defective with many blank spaces and lacunae.

" Consider, now," says our author, " this noble enthusiasm in the

proving of sciences, this strenuousness therein, and this attentive

perusal of this comprehensive and erudite commentary !

"

On p. 357 of the first part of the text we read of a fine private

library at Zabfd belonging to the jurisconsult Abu'l-Khattib

'Umar b. 'AH al-'Alawf al-Hanaff, himself a poet and scholar,

containing five hundred Diwdns of poetry. On pp. 401-2 we

read of a fire at Ta'izz on Rajab 17, 712 (= November 18, 1312)

in which a number of valuable books were destroyed. On p. 415

mention is made of the honourable reception accorded to the

Amfr 'Ald'u'd-Dfn Gun-dughdf on account of his knightly virtues,

his skill in hawking, and his extensive knowledge of the old

Arabic poetry. In part u of the text, on p. 38, mention is made

of the murder of a poet named Mansiir b. 'Isd b. SahbAn in the

latter part of 725/1325 by certain Arab chiefs whom he had

offended by his satires. On pp. 188 and 297 we find two curious

instances of a book receiving royal honours. In the first case,
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appearance of Ti'miir the Turk, and his invasion of the kingdom

of the East, and that he was marching on Syria " A somewhat

fuller reference to his depredations occurs on p. 291, where, under

the date Rajab 20, 796 (= May 21, 1 394) it is recorded that a letter

arrived from Mecca announcing that the vanguard of Tfmur*s

army had reached Baghdad on the 17th of Shaww&l, 795

(= August 26, 1393); that the son of Sultdn Uways the Jala'ir

had retired thence to' Egypt with 2000 horsemen, carrying off

such treasure as he could ; that Tfmiir himself had arrived three

days later, and, having plundered the city and massacred the

inhabitants, had departed after a sojourn of four months there

in the middle of Safar, 796 (*= December 20, 1393), leaving

behind him a military governor with a garrison of 5000 horsemen.

The author adds that Tfmur's immense army was reported to

include 30,000 cannibals, who had to be penned up at night to

prevent them from breaking out and attacking the population.

Between Yaman and India a certain amount of intercourse

seems to have been maintained, for on pp. 244-6 of the second

part of the -Arabic text, under the date Ramadan 795 (- July-

Aug. 1 393) we read of the arrival of a letter from the Q£df and

merchants of Calicut, who had been subject to the rulers of

Dihlf and Hurmuz, asking to be allowed to place themselves

under the protection of the King of Yaman, and to mention his

name in the khutba, an honour never paid to any of his predeces-

sors. The text of the Arabic version of this petition (which was

duly granted) is given in full. Again on p. 285 we learn that in

Ramadan 798 (= June-July, 1396) a fugitive prince from India,

apparently a son of Zafar Khdn, King of Gujarit1
, dispossessed

by his uncle, took refuge in Yaman, while under the year

802/1399-1400, mention is made of the arrival of an envoy from
India with presents.

Some matters of interest in connection with the history of
religion and literature are also mentioned incidentally. In the

former category are, besides numerous references to the Zaydf
sect (first part of the text, pp. 103, 107, 115, 122, 126, 129, 170,

307, 366, etc), the Shf'a or Rdfidfc (pp. 108, 124, 125, 190 and ^gg)t

and the Sufis (p. 109 and second part of the text, pp. 189, 197) and
some of their great teachers, such as Bayazfel of Bist<£m (p. 109),
'Abdu'l-Qddir of Gflin (pp. 223, 263) and Shaykh Muhiyyu'd-

1 See S. Lane-Poole's Mohammadon Dynasties^ pp* 310-413.



PREFACE XI

does the narrative become at all full, and it extends only to

803/1400 (second part of text, p. 315), thus covering a period of

175 not very eventful years. Mr H. C. Kay, however, speaks

highly of it and its author 1
, and in fact a good deal of interesting

information is to be found scattered through its generally rather

monotonous pages.

It is in the first place remarkable how comparatively little

Yaman seems to have been affected by events which convulsed

the greater part of the Muhammadan world, such as the Mongol
invasion of the earlier portion of the thirteenth century and the

invasion of Tfmiir in the latter part of the fourteenth century.

As to the former, which falls in the period contained in the first

part of the text, we find (pp. 54—5) notices of the investiture of

Sultan Nuru'd-Din 'Umar al-Mansur with a robe of honour sent

by a special envoy from the Caliph al-Mustansir in 632/1234-5 ;

of the death of the same Caliph and the accession of his son

al-Musta(sim (p. 69) in 640/1242-3 ; of another special embassy

sent from Yaman to Baghdad by al-Malik al-MuzafFar to an-

nounce his accession in 649/1251-2, and of an, embassy sent in

return by the Caliph al-Musta'sim for the investiture of the

afore-mentioned king (p. 99). Immediately after this mention

is made of another embassy to Baghdad, which, however, was

met on its way thither (p. 100) with the news of the sack of

Baghdad and murder of the Caliph by the Mongols on Wednes-

day, the last day of Safar, 656 (March 7, 1258), an event noticed

somewhat more fully on page 125. Mention is also made (p. 242)

of letters patent conferred on a judge of Yaman by the same

Caliph al-Musta'sim and bearing his seal and sign-manual.

Further on (pp. 348-9) under the year 703/1 303-4 mention is

made of the arrival of an envoy from the Sultan of Egypt to

announce the great victory of the Muslims over the Mongols at

Marju's-Suffar. Under the year 705/1305-6 mention is made

(p, 368) of the presence at Mecca of a representative of Khuda-

banda (Uljaytii) the Mongol fIkhan.

The references to Tfmiir, with whom our author was actually

contemporary, occur in the second part of the Arabic text and

are even more scanty. The first occurs on p. 183, under the

year 786/1384-5, and merely mentions that in the month of

Ramadan of that year (Oct -Nov. 1384) "news arrived of the

1 g OmSruh %

s History of Yaman, pp. xv—xvi (London: Edward Arnold* 1893).
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place and before all else to express my gratitude to him for the

conscientious performance of a most laborious, and, I fear, uncon-

genial task.

Of the author of this book, Abu'l-Iiasan *Alf b. al-Hasan b.

Wahhds al-Khazrajf an-Nassaba, little is known beyond the facts

recorded by Wustenfeld in his Geschicktschreiber der Araber,

No. 459, p. 200, and Carl Brockelmann's Gesckichte der Arabischm

Litieratur, vol. ii, pp. 184-5. He died in 812/1409, and left two

other historical works besides the present one, viz. the Kifdya

wdl-Pldm, which appears to cover to a large extent the same

ground as this, and a biography of the notables of Yaman, Tirdsu

iTlumi 'z-Zaman ff iabaqiti dydnVl- Yaman, of which another

MS. (No. 72) is found in the library of King's College, Cambridge,

with the slightly different title al- Iqdiil-fdkhim H-hasan fi
tabaqdti dydni ahttl- Yaman. In the course of the present work

he refers occasionally to the current dates, e.g. 798/1395-6 on

p. 69, and 802/1399-1400 on p. 292 of this volume, which carries

the history down to the following year, 803/1400-1 (p. 315).

As regards Sir James Redhouse's translation, it is much more

correct than the printed text, and it is a pity that the editor did

not make more use of it, and especially of the notes contained in

Part 0i which, even without further researches into the history

and geography of Yaman, would have slaved him from a good
many errors into which he has fallen. Unfortunately the value

of the translation is much impaired by the numerous omissions

which its author thought fit to make, and which include not only

a great deal of poetry (which is perhaps not a very serious loss)

but a quantity of biographical matter, and some passages throw-

ing an interesting light on customs, folk-lore, and other details as

to the life of the times, which, in the eyes of some readers at any
rate, are historically more valuable than the monotonous record

of the wars and petty rivalries of amirs whose very names have
almost passed into oblivion. The objection to all such excisions

is that they are liable to include just those matters in which some
reader is especially interested.

Apart from any criticisms which may be made on the printed

text and translation, the original work cannot be rated very high

as a history. It deals, it is true, with an ancient and interesting

part of the lands of Islam, but chiefly with a very limited portion

of its history, to wit the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries of

the Christian era. Only from 622/1225 (first part of text, p. 34)
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book

nearly twelve years, and subjected to a variety of delays and

mishaps, some of which were beyond my control, though for

res

the issue of this fifth volume, containing the second half of the

Arabic text. Now that it is finished I must confess with regret

that I cannot regard it as worthy of the labour and cost which

its production has involved. The Arabic text, based practically

on a single manuscript (for Sir James Redhouse's transcript, as

explained in the Preface to vol. 3, is merely a copy of the original

MS. in the India Office, with the addition of vowel points, some

emendations, good or bad, and the omission of a great part of

the text), leaves much to be desired, especially in the matter

of proper names, which are often wrongly and not unfrequendy

inconsistently given. Thus, to give one instance only, in vol. 4,

p. 1 24 (first half of the Arabic text) the same place-name appears

in 1. 4 as jl^-, in 1. 6 as o^ O? (for *%- h?> as emended by

Dr Nicholson) and in 1. 17 as ^t^, all of which forms are wrong,

the true reading being Suwdna (*>!>-), on which Redhouse has

a note (550, on p. 91 of vol. 3), Dozens of similar instances

could be given, and I am afraid it must be admitted that the

editor has taken but little pains to control or fix the spelling of

proper names throughout the text, or even to aim at consistency 1
.

My friend and colleague Dr R. A. Nicholson, who most kindly

consented to prepare the Indices to the Arabic text, has done

his utmost to remedy this deplorable state of affairs, by including

in these Indices all the readings of the text, while indicating in

each case, so far as possible, the correct form. By his self-

sacrificing labour and scholarly criticism the faults of the text

possible

1 The errors

matters of subsb

nmecuou would have shown the editor that an author who himsen <nca in «i

could not possibly chronicle the life of a lawyer who was born in 9W/149H

that A5U*-J is obviously an erroi for 3S\+* * »i.

b

it
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