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PREFACE

AS the Author of the following Letters has been

* charged with inhumanity, and yet conjectured

to be a Clergyman, it is now become necessary to

publish his name : and, though it may not be usual

to answer an anonymous writer,
1

yet, as it is not

impossible that some readers may have adopted his

sentiments, this consideration, and this alone, induces

the Author to answer the objections which the critic

hath so wantonly made. Whatever may be the

imperfection of these Letters, the Author is desirous

that it should fall, as it ought, upon himself only.

The objections, which he thinks were unnecessarily

made, he has endeavoured to remove. All intentional

cruelty he entirely disclaims. His appeal from that

accusation lies to those whom he addresses as his

judges ; not (as the critic may think) because they are

equally barbarous with himself, but because Sportsmen

only are competent to decide.

THE AUTHOR

1 In the Monthly Review





IT is rather singular to observe but worthy of

remark by the Sporting World that, till Mr.

Beckford's book appeared, no work on the subject

of Hunting had been published, except an anonymous

publication, in 1733, entitled An Essay on Hunting?

This latter work displays much good sense and

practical knowledge : it has been reprinted with

great success.

The biography of the Author of Letters on Hunting

might be said to be multum in parvo. But, short

as it may be, it is entitled to our notice. Peter

Beckford, Esq., of Stapleton, in Dorsetshire, died

at the age of seventy years. As a gentleman hunter,

not a stanch er one was to be found in his whole

county. His judgment in the choice of hounds, and

the skill he displayed in the management of his

establishment, claimed the praise of all those persons

who witnessed it. In his selection of horses, and

all other animals, his judgment was considered equally

conspicuous. In the character of an Author, his

I
1 A very interesting little work ; but the author is evidently only a hare-

hunter. The chapter on the various sorts of hounds and their different

peculiarities is worth reading.]
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Letters on Hunting, which have gone through several

editions, have not only been pronounced excellent

by the Sporting World, but completely show that

Mr. Beckford was master of the subject on which

he wrote. His elegant and hospitable residence in

Dorsetshire was one of the most delightfully pic-

turesque situations in that part of the country. In

a word, a truer sportsman never crossed a horse,

followed a pack of hounds, or leaped a gate, than

Peter Beckford, Esq.

THE EDITOR

October 2nd, 1820.







INTRODUCTION

MORE than a hundred years have elapsed since Beck-

ford wrote Thoughts on Hunting, yet to this day the

book remains a standard work on the subject. There had

been no text-book on hunting previous to its appearance,

and there has been nothing to rival it since. The ordinary

reader fights shy of the yellow-toned page discoloured with

the stain of years, and thinks—often rightly—that any

literature of our great-grandfathers must be of a prosy

nature. Nowadays a book, whether it be for instruction or

amusement, must be distilled and compressed to its smallest

compass. The bulky tome may fill a place in the bookshelf,

but its virgin leaves will remain uncut for ever. In con-

sideration for the age in which he lived, we could have

forgiven Beckford if he had been slightly longvvinded, but

every word is to the point, and there is not a sentence we

would wish left out. The book is purely technical, and yet

those who know nothing of the subject read it with pleasure.

I have not been able to gather many reliable facts about

the personal character of our author, but whoever reads his

Thoughts on Hunting will, I think, agree with me that the

man who wrote them was a sportsman and a gentleman.

Can there be higher praise than this? Every line in the

book bespeaks him a fox-hunter, and yet he was able to

appreciate the mysteries of hare-hunting. Humane, kind-

hearted, and fond of animals, still, when he found a fox he

was never satisfied until he had run him to ground or killed

him. It would be hopeless to try and explain these things
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to those outside the craft, but we know that it is impossible

for a good sportsman to be cruel. A fox-hunter may love

the fox, but he loves the hound more, and he cannot spare

the life of one without being cruel to the other.

Peter Beckford, born in 1740, was the son of Julines Beck-

ford, whose brother William was the celebrated Lord Mayor

and father of the author of Vathek. Five years after the

birth of Peter his father purchased the house and manor

of Stapleton, or Stepleton-Iwerne, in Dorsetshire, together

with certain rights in Cranbourn Chase, from Thomas

Fownes, who bought it from George Pitt in 1654. This

Mr. Fownes appears to have been an excellent sportsman,

and was one of the first masters who kept a pack exclusively

for hunting the fox. He was also one of the pioneers in

the scientific breeding of the fox-hound, and his pack was

supposed to have been the most perfect in England, not only

for looks, but for the style in which they hunted a fox.

Like many other good men who have devoted a lifetime

to sport, he took no thought of riches for himself, and in the

end want of money forced him to sell his estate. Mr. Bowes,

of Yorkshire, bought the pack for what at that date was

considered an enormous price, but their subsequent history

I have not been able to trace, though it is unlikely masters

of that day would allow blood to be wasted which had

proved itself to be good.

Julines Beckford does not appear to have kept a regular

pack of hounds, but as his boyhood had been spent in

Jamaica, it was perhaps a form of amusement that he did

not understand. We, however, read that he appointed

keepers to look after the deer in certain parts of Cranbourn

Chase, so that it is evident he was interested in sport.

Young Peter must have been initiated early into the

mysteries of sport, and we can imagine him as a boy with a

few couple of the ancient breed of buck-hounds pursuing the

deer in Cranbourn Chase. We are told these hounds were
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not particular what they hunted—deer, hares, foxes, and

marten-cats were hunted impartially. It was the duty of

the keepers of the Chase to keep down the vermin, and

it was probably with these men that Peter first imbibed his

love of hunting a fox. The population in and around the

Chase was of a very sporting character, for they were all

descendants of either poachers or keepers. These men

would naturally be delighted to see the young squire of

Stapleton developing sporting tastes, and would gladly

impart their knowledge of woodcraft to him.

A slight stretch of imagination and we can see Peter,

a lad of twelve or thereabouts, galloping off to the Chase

on his pony in the fresh crispness of an autumn morning.

By arrangement the keepers meet him at a certain spot

with eight or ten couple of buck-hounds, but on this occasion

it is not deer that are to be hunted.

A litter of cubs have been located in a patch of gorse

in one of the open parts of the Chase, and as they have

been making havoc amongst the rabbits it has been decided

to reduce their numbers. A crowd of footpeople await the

young squire's appearance, and under the direction of the

head-keeper they proceed to form a circle round the gorse

where the cubs are supposed to be. There are several

terriers, and nearly every man carries a spade, for they

fully anticipate having to dig. The cubs have, however,

moved elsewhere, but there is an old fox at home, and

hounds are soon bustling him from one clump of gorse to

another. Every time he attempts to escape he is met by

a chorus of yells. Peter, in the middle of the gorse, is

wild with excitement, dashing wildly from one side to the

other, and occasionally viewing the fox. The old varmint

begins to think there is more danger in stopping in the

covert than in going away, and just when he is supposed

to be on the further side, he breaks through the cordon

and gets clear away. The noises that are made to stop
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the fox bring the hounds to the scene, and away they go

in view to the disgust of all except Peter, who gallops

after them in an ecstasy of delight. The open space is

soon crossed and hounds disappear amongst the trees ; but

there is a riding handy, and our young sportsman hastens

down the track with hounds running a little to the left.

At last the limits of the Chase are reached, and hounds

cross some rough heathy ground which brings them on to

cultivated land. Peter's pony is showing symptoms of

distress, for he is not in very good condition, the pace has

been fast and the day hot ; but scent is not so good

now, and there is every appearance of the hunt coming

to an end. Hounds also are not showing any desperate

keenness to recover the scent, and are turning over in their

minds the shortest way back to kennels. Then Peter sees

some men in a cornfield half a mile away, frantically waving

their hats. Digging his heels into the pony's fat sides,

he holloas to the hounds and gallops with them to the

distant cornfield. The men have been reaping wheat with

the sickle, and seeing the tired fox lie down in the long

stubble, they promptly surrounded him. Peter rides into

the stubble, which reaches nearly to his pony's girths, the

fox jumps up in the middle of the pack, there is a shrill

little holloa, and they run into him before he can get out

of the field. The little heart had throbbed wildly throughout

the exciting incidents of the hunt, and every moment would

be engraved deep on his memory, leaving an impression

that nothing in after-life could obliterate.

The next few years at Westminster School would not

afford much opportunity for hunting, except during the

holidays, and we may conclude that Peter had to devote

most of his time to study until he was twenty-three. Julines

Beckford, the father, was himself a man of very good ability,

and was desirous that his son should lack nothing that

education could impart.
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Peter's innate love of sport found vent at first in keeping

a pack of harriers, but these soon gave way to fox-hounds.

Thomas Fownes had given the neighbouring squires and

yeomen a taste for fox-hunting in its legitimate form, so

that when Beckford announced his intention of reviving

the glories of the Cranborn Chase hunt he was welcomed

on all sides. From what source or sources he procured

the foundation of his pack it is now impossible to ascertain,

but judging the man from his writing, one does not deem

it likely that he would spare either trouble or expense

in getting the best blood. We may also consider it an

established fact that by dint of careful breeding he brought

his pack to a very high state of perfection ; but what was

their ultimate fate I have not yet been able to trace. The

Cranbourn Chase country was not, even in Beckford's day,

an ideal spot for hunting, as he says himself; but being

then less cultivated and fenced it was probably much better

than as we know it now. They had, however, good sport

and killed their foxes, so that it may be presumed they

enjoyed themselves, which is after all the chief object for

which we hunt. The country which Beckford hunted was

probably that which now is known as the South Dorset.

We know he hunted beyond the Stour, as we have it on

his authority, the occasion (p. 245) being when he crossed

it in a flood and lost several hounds. To the north is

the Blackmore vale, which is nearly as good a country

as any in the shires, being a wide expanse of grass, though

it is greatly spoilt by the majority of fences being planted

on banks. From the little one can gather of Beckford's

doings as set down by himself, I imagine he was not a

very hard rider, and the big banks of the vale may have

had no great attraction for him.

Cranbourn Chase was a royal forest in the time of King

John, and it then became the property of an Earl of

Salisbury, by whom it was sold to the Earl of Pembroke.
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The next owner was a Lord Shaftesbury, who sold it to

Mr. Freke, of Shroton, and it thus descended to Lord Rivers.

The Rev. W. Chafln, in his Anecdotes of Cranbourn Chase,

says there were many serious fights between poachers and

keepers. About the year 1786 a severe battle was fought,

the combatants being equally divided ; the keepers were,

however, armed with staves and short hangers, whilst the

poachers only carried flails. The keepers, finding they were

getting the worst of the encounter, retired amongst the trees,

where it was impossible to use the flail, and at close quarters

the hangers soon carried the day. The leader of the gang,

a soldier from Blandford, had his hand cut off, another man

was killed, and the remainder were all taken prisoners.

History relates that prisoners and wounded were haled

before his honour Peter Beckford, Esq., at that time Ranger

of the Chase, who committed them for trial at the next

assizes, after first procuring medical aid to bind up their

wounds.

The family of Beckford was supposed to have originally

come from Gloucestershire, but there is no record to establish

the claim between the family who lived there in the thirteenth

century and the man who was the direct ancestor of the

author of this book. This ancestor was also called Peter

Beckford, and was one of the richest men in Jamaica, but

where he came from or how he became possessed of his

riches history does not relate. Jamaica was at one time

a favourite resort for the buccaneers of the Spanish main,

and many a highly respected pirate retired to that island to

spend the remainder of his days in peace after a stormy life

on the ocean. Occasionally, when his Majesty of England

had not other work for his ships to do, one of these sea-

robbers would be captured and hung from the yard-arm, but

as a rule, if he confined his attentions to the unhappy

stranger and respected the union-jack, the hard-working

pirate had not much to fear. It is quite certain that many
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families in Jamaica are descended from successful buccaneers,

and it is not unlikely that Peter Beckford, Commander-in-

chief and Governor of the island, may have been a pirate

chief or the son of one. Whatever his origin, this Peter

must have been a very able and energetic man, or he would

not, on the death of the Governor, have been elected to

fill that post. We are told that he was the owner of several

plantations and of slaves by the hundred. Peter Beckford,

his son, was Speaker of the House of Assembly, and was

the father of thirteen children. Two sons, William and

Julines, came to England, and were at the time of their

arrival possessed of considerable wealth. William had in-

herited his grandfather's energy and strength of character,

so that we find, instead of allowing his capital and time

to be idle, he entered very successfully into business as a

merchant in the city of London. Twice was he made Lord

Mayor, and on one celebrated occasion he demanded

audience of the king and protested stoutly against the

infringements of certain rights. His son William, the author

of Vathek, was a man who could probably have made his

mark in the world had he not been hampered with too much

riches, but he lacked the fixity of purpose which was one of

the strong points in his father's character. His collection of

art treasures at Fonthill Abbey was perhaps larger than any

single individual has ever owned.

Julines Beckford was more of a student than his brother,

and enjoyed the quiet retirement of a country life, but we

find that he was at one time the member for Salisbury. He
married Elizabeth, daughter of Solomon Ashly, Ashly St.

Ledgers, Northamptonshire. The result of that marriage

was Peter, the author of this book and the subject of this

short history, who in 1773 married Louisa, daughter of Lord

Rivers. Peter's son became the third Lord Rivers by a

special Act of Parliament, and his great-granddaughter

married the ninth Duke of Leeds, so that the present master
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of the Bedale is the direct descendant of the man whose

name all fox-hunters honour.

Beckford sat for Morpeth in 1768, and in 1789 he travelled

in Italy, when he wrote an account of his travels. Sir

Egerton Brydges, in Retrospective Review, says :
" Never had

fox or hare the honour of being chased to death by so

accomplished a hunter ; never was a huntsman's dinner

graced with such urbanity and wit. He would bag a fox

in Greek, find a hare in Latin, inspect his kennels in Italian,

and direct the economy of his stables in excellent French."

Of course we understand by this that Beckford was a

brilliant conversationalist and an excellent linguist, but I

think it would have annoyed him, in spite of the intended

compliment, to read of his bagging a fox and of his giving

orders to his stud-groom in French.

The first edition of Thoughts on Hunting was published in

1 78 1, when Beckford was forty-one years of age, and the

proof of the excellence of the book is in the way it has

stood the test of time. You turn to its pages for information,

and you find pleasure in gleaning the fruits from the

experience of a master in the art. If you flatter yourself

you are beginning to know something of the subject, you

find yourself agreeing with the author in every particular,

and in any way you may differ, you are almost persuaded

by his gentle reasoning. If you are an utter novice at the

game, a close study of the book will start you on that path

of knowledge which experience alone can complete. I have

loved and venerated the author for a great many years, so

that to me the task of editing his book is an honour which

I greatly appreciate.

Through the kindness and courtesy of the Misses Pitt,1

the present owners of Steepleton, I was able to see the house

where Beckford lived and the interesting pictures which are

reproduced in this volume. The house is practically as it

1 Great-granddaughters of Beckford.
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was in Beckford's time, and of course the greater part of the

structure dates to a much earlier period, the basement and

cellars being in existence when Elizabeth was queen. Though

I have read and admired this work for years, I had no idea

that the author's home was standing in its original condition

and contained personal relics of the man. My most sanguine

hope was to find an engraving of the old house and to look

on some new building that covered the site. Therefore my
joy and surprise was great to see the house itself, the intel-

lectual features of Peter Beckford in a life-size portrait, and

the excellent paintings of his hounds.

My visit to Steepleton was unfortunately very short, but

I enjoyed every moment of the hour I spent there. The

grey stone walls whispered to me the tale of a country

gentleman's life more than a hundred years ago, and the

wood-crowned hill seemed to echo with the notes of Peter's

horn. The house is just what your imagination would

conceive Beckford's home to be—beautiful yet unpretentious,

with the picturesque surroundings that are only to be found

in England's ancient homes. I would gladly have lingered

on in the sunshine and the scent of flowers, looking at the

scene as it is to-day and filling in the details of the past as

my imagination painted them. The rumble of a not far-

distant train recalled to me the need for hurrying and the

time I was due back at Blandford. Following my guide

into the garden amongst flower-beds and shrubs, we dived

under a yew arch, and to my surprise there was the church

—

a pretty little building covered with ivy and creepers,

seemingly shut off from the clamour of the outside world,

and with a look of restful repose that ought to be conducive

to devotions. Within the church one feels the presence of

the dead ; outside in the sunshine and beneath the trees

Peter lives ; but here in the peaceful shadows beneath

our feet lie his bones, and instinctively we tread lightly,

lest we should disturb his rest.

b
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On the marble slab of the vault is this simple inscription

:

P. B.

SIBI

ET

SUIS

MDCCCIX.

Then on a memorial tablet is the name in full and

the date of death, with this rather curious epitaph :

" We die and are forgotten—'tis Heaven's decree
;

Thus the fate of others will be the fate of me."

Out again into the bright sunlight, and I was asked

would I like to see the kennels, which of course was exactly

what I did want to see. Therefore, on we went down the

gravel path, by the edge of a large ornamental lake, where

tall yews threw dark shadows on the water, and through

kitchen -gardens surrounded by high walls of age-toned

brick. Here we called the head gardener to our assistance,

and coming out into the road I was confronted with a low

tile-roofed building, covered with roses and creepers, which

is still known as " the kennels." Now they are used as

dwelling-houses for workmen on the estate, and the little

flower gardens in front are planted where was once the

kennel yard. It took me some little time to reconstruct

the place as it was, but by opening doorways that had

been walled up and blocking up others, the kennels grew

gradually upon me. Here was the huntsman's house at

this end, there the boiling-house, and the original arches

are still in the walls showing the feeding-place or hounds'

main lodging-rooms. Some of the flagstones, which must

have often listened to the old story of legs and feet, are

now used as a pathway to one of the cottages. Not fifty

yards distant is the running stream which Beckford insists

on should always be in the grass-yard ; but here nature

and man have contrived to make serious alterations. The

trees under which the Cranbourn Chase hounds used to
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gambol are cut down and others have grown up in their

place, whilst the actual scene of the grass-yard is now an

osier-bed. This, I think, shows that the ornamental lake

was not in Peter's reign, as the damming up of the water

must have caused the hounds' playground to become a

swamp.

Back to the house we went by way of the stables, which

have evidently been shorn of much of their ancient glory

;

but the main building has not suffered any alteration,

and only the wings have been pulled down. Close to the

house are some outbuildings, which have certainly been

kennels at some period, and they may have been used

for shooting-dogs, but according to my fancy it was there

that young Peter kept his pack of beagles.

In the drawing-room Peter welcomes me from his portrait

with a pleasant smile, and I can almost imagine him pressing

me to see the pictures of his hounds in the next room.

There I see three excellent oil-paintings of hounds by

Sartorius, a well-known animal painter of that period,

which are here reproduced. After looking at these pictures

it is easy to believe that Beckford's pack had a great

reputation in those days. On the staircase is a large picture

without either name or date, containing one large hound,

which I believe to be a harrier, and some smaller ones

which are undoubtedly portraits of his beagles. This

picture is not nearly so well painted as the others, but

it gives one a very fair idea of the type of hound. The

painting of the pack with the two hunt servants is par-

ticularly interesting as showing the costumes of that

period. It will be noticed that the men carry short swords

or hangers by their sides, and I believe they wore them

by virtue of their master's office as Ranger of the Chase.

This picture, however, met with an accident and had to

be restored, so that the outlines of the hounds are not

so good as in the two others.
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At the moment Beckford commenced to breed a pack

of fox-hounds, others were doing the same thing in different

parts of England, and the middle of the eighteenth century-

may be considered the period when the movement became

general. For those who took the trouble to travel to

different kennels there was ample material to choose

from, and the few years it took to build up a first-rate

pack proves the goodness of that material. The hour had

arrived when the excellence of our English hound was

to be recognised, and his many different qualities improved

by judicious breeding. The one or two names of men

that have been handed down were not the only breeders,

and the fox-hound of to-day owes many of his good qualities

to quiet country gentlemen, who were little known in their

own time and are never heard of now.

Whilst Mr. Meynell was forming his celebrated pack in

the Midlands, Beckford and others were doing similar good

work in different counties. Because the names of their

hounds do not appear in the pedigrees of our packs, it does

not follow their blood does not flow now in the veins of the

lions of the field and the winners on the flags at Peterboro'.

I have not the slightest doubt that Beckford's choicest strains

have helped to form some of the best packs that are in

existence to-day ; but breeders then were as selfish as they

are now. Whatever the animal we may wish to breed, we

are always ready to forget the claims of the man from whom
we obtained the strain, if by so doing we get more credit to

ourselves when the animal eventually produced becomes a

success.

If the few facts which I have here set down concerning

the individuality of our author prove half as interesting to

those who read them as they have been to me in collecting,

I shall feel more than satisfied. The many readers and

admirers of Beckford would view with horror the slightest

alteration in the original text, and I am not sure whether
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they will not consider my few notes a sacrilege. I have

much pleasure in stating that the text is exactly the same as

in the original edition. My hope is, with the illustrations

and notes, to make the book more widely known amongst

those to whom heretofore Beckford has been only a name.

No man or woman ought to be allowed in the hunting-field

until they have read and thoroughly digested Thoughts on

Hunting— I mean the original phase, not my additions.

J. OTHO PAGET

P.S.—My notes may be distinguished from the author's by being

in brackets.

b 2
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Y

THOUGHTS
ON

HUNTING
LETTER I.

Bristol Hot-Wells, March 20, 1779.

OU could not, my friend, have chosen a better

season than the present, to remind me of send-

ing you my Thoughts on Hunting ; for the accident

that brought me hither is likely to detain me some

time: besides, I have no longer a plea for not obeying

your commands. Hitherto, indeed, I had excused

myself, in hopes that some publication on the subject

might have rendered these Letters needless; but since

nothing of the kind, although so much wanted, has

appeared ; as I am now sufficiently unoccupied to

undertake the task, I shall not think it a trifling

subject, if you think it a necessary one : and I wish

that my own experience of the diversion may enable

me to answer the many questions which you are

pleased to propose concerning it.

Knowing your partiality to rhyme, I could wish to

send you my thoughts in verse ; but as this would

take up more time, without answering your purpose

B
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better, I must beg you to accept them in humble

prose, which, in my opinion, is better suited to the

subject. Didactic essays should be as little clogged as

possible : they should proceed regularly and clearly :

should be easily written, and as easily understood

;

having less to do with words than things. The game of

crambo is out of fashion, to the no small prejudice of

the rhyming tribe ; and before I could find a rhyme to

porringer
)

I should hope to finish a great part of these

Letters. I shall, therefore, without further delay,

proceed upon them :—this, however, I must desire to

be first understood between us—that when, to save

trouble to us both, I say a thing is, without tacking a

salvo to the tail of it, such as, in my opinion— to the

best of my judgment, &c. &c.—you shall not call my
humility in question, as the assertion is not meant to

be mathematically certain. When I have any better

authority than my own, such as Somerville, for in-

stance (who, by the bye, is the only one that has

written intelligibly on this subject), I shall take the

liberty of giving it you in his own words, to save you

the trouble of turning to him.

You may remember, perhaps, that when we were

hunting together at Turin, the hounds having lost the

stag, and the piquettrs (still more at fault than they)

being ignorant which way to try, the king bid them

ask Milord Anglois : nor is it to be wondered at, if

an Englishman should be thought to understand the

art of hunting, as the hounds which this country

produces are universally allowed to be the best in the

world. Whence, I think, this inference may be drawn
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—that although every man who follows this diversion

may not understand it, yet it is extraordinary, of the

many who do, that one only, of any note, should have

written on the subject. It is rather unfortunate for

me, that this ingenious sportsman should have preferred

writing an elegant poem to an useful lesson ; since,

if it had pleased him, he might easily have saved me
the trouble of writing these Letters. Is it not strange,

in a country where the press is one continued labour

with opinions of almost every kind, from the most

serious and instructive to the most ridiculous and

trifling ; a country, besides, so famous for the best

hounds, and the best horses to follow them ; whose

authors sometimes hunt, and whose sportsmen some-

times write—that only the practical part of hunting

should be known ? There is, however, no doubt, that

the practical part of it would be improved, were it to

be accompanied by theory.

France, Germany, and Italy, are also silent, I

believe, on the subject; though each of these countries

has had its sportsman. Foxes, it is true, they never

hunt, and hares but seldom
;
yet the stag, and wild

boar, both in France and in Germany, are still pursued

with the utmost splendour and magnificence. In

Italy, there has been no hunting since the death of the

Duke of Parma : he was very fond of it ; and, I ap-

prehend, all hunting in that country ceased with him.

The only sportsmen now remaining are gentlemen in

green coats, who, taking their couteaux de chasse

along with them, walk into the fields to catch small

birds, which they call andar a la caccia, or, in plain
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English, going a-hunting : yet it has not been so

with horsemanship : that has been treated scientifi-

cally by all—in Italy, by Pignatelli ; in Germany, by

Isenbourg ; and in France, by La Gueriniere. Nor

are the useful lessons of the Duke of Newcastle

confined to this country only ; they are both read

and practised everywhere : nor is he the only noble

lord who has written on the subject—while, upon

hunting, all are silent : and were it not for the muse

of Somerville, who has so judiciously and so sweetly

sung, the dog, that useful, that honest, that faithful,

that disinterested, that entertaining animal, would be

suffered to pass unnoticed and undistinguished.

A northern court, indeed, did honour this animal

with a particular mark of approbation and respect

;

but the fidelity of the dog has since given place to

the sagacity of the elephant. 1 Naturalists, it is true,

have included dogs in the specific descriptions that

they have given us of animals. Authors may have

written on hunting, and booksellers may know many

who to sportsmen are unknown ; but I again repeat,

that I know not any writer, ancient or modern, from

the time of Nimrod to the present day (one only

excepted), who has given any useful information to

a sportsman. 2

It may be objected, that the hunting of a pack of

hounds depends upon the huntsman ; and that the

huntsman, generally speaking, is an illiterate fellow,

1 Vide Mr. Pope's Letter to Mr. Cromwell.
2 Many French authors have given rules for hunting the hare and

stag : to make this passage less exceptionable, therefore, it may be better

perhaps, instead of sportsman, to read fox-hunter.
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who seldom can either read or write^—this cannot well

be denied— I must therefore observe, that it is impos-

sible for the business of a kennel to go on as it ought,

unless the master himself knows something of it.

There must be an understanding somewhere ; and

without it, no gentleman can enjoy in perfection this

noble diversion.

It was the opinion of a great sportsman, that it is

not less difficult to find a perfect huntsman than a

good prime minister. Without taking upon me to

determine what requisites may be necessary to form

a good prime minister, I will describe some of those

which are essentially necessary towards forming a

perfect huntsman
;
qualities which, I will venture to

say, would not disgrace more brilliant situations ; such

as a clear head, nice observation, quick apprehension,

undaunted courage, strength of constitution, activity

of body, a good ear, and a good voice.

There is not any one branch of knowledge, com-

monly dignified with the title of art, which has not

such rudiments or principles as may lead to a com-

petent degree of skill, if not to perfection, in it ; while

hunting, the sole business of some, and the amusement

of most of the youth in this kingdom, seems left

entirely to chance. Its pursuit puts us both to

greater expense, and also to greater inconvenience,

than any other
;

yet, notwithstanding this, we trust

our diversion in it to the sole guidance of a

huntsman : we follow just as he shall choose to

conduct us ; and we suffer the success, or disappoint-

ment, of the chase, to depend solely on the judgment
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of a fellow who is frequently a greater brute than

the creature on which he rides. I would not be

understood to mean by this, that a huntsman should

be a scholar, or that every gentleman should hunt

his own hounds. It is not necessary a huntsman

should be a man of letters : but give me leave to

observe, that, had he the best understanding, he

would frequently find opportunities of exercising it,

and intricacies which might put it to the test. You

will say, perhaps, there is something too laborious

in the occupation of a huntsman, for a gentleman

to take it upon himself; you may also think it is

beneath him : I agree with you in both
;
yet I hope

that he may have leave to understand it.— If he

follow the diversion, it is a sign of his liking it

;

and if he like it, surely it is some disgrace to him

to be ignorant of the means most conducive to it.

I find there will be no necessity to say much to you

in commendation of a diversion which you professedly

admire i

1
it would be needless, therefore, to enumerate

the heroes of antiquity who were taught the art of

hunting, or the many great men (among whom was

1 Since the above was written, hunting has undergone a severe cen-

sure (vide Monthly Review for September, 1781); nor will anything

satisfy the critic, less than its total abolition. He recommends feats of

agility to be practised and exhibited instead of it. Whether the amend-

ment proposed by the learned gentleman be desirable or not, I shall for-

bear to determine; taking the liberty, however, to remind him, that as

hunting hath stood its ground from the earliest times, been encouraged

and approved by the best authorities, and practised by the greatest men,

it cannot now be supposed either to dread criticism, or to need support.

Hunting originates in Nature itself; and it is in perfect correspondence

with this law of Nature, that the several animals are provided with neces-

sary means of attack and defence.
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the famous Galen) who have united in recommending

it. I shall, however, remind you, that your beloved

hero, Henry the Fourth of France, made it his chief

amusement (his very love-letters, strange as it may

appear, being filled with little else) ; and that one

of the greatest ministers which our own country ever

produced, was so fond of this diversion, that the

first letter he opened, as I have been told, was

generally that of his huntsman. 1 In most countries,

from the earliest times, hunting has been a principal

occupation of the people, either for use or amuse-

ment ; and many princes have made it their chief

delight ; a circumstance which occasioned the follow-

ing bon mot : Louis the Fifteenth was so passionately

fond of this diversion, that it occupied him entirely.

The King of Prussia, who never hunts, gives up a

great deal of his time to music, and himself plays

on the flute. A German, last war, meeting a

Frenchman, asked him very impertinently, " Si son

maitre chassoit toujours ? " " Out, ozci," replied the

other

—

"U nc joue jamais de la flute." The reply

was excellent ; but it would have been as well for

mankind, perhaps, if that great man had never

been otherwise employed. Hunting is the soul of

a country life : it gives health to the body, and con-

tentment to the mind ; and is one of the few pleasures

that we can enjoy in society, without prejudice either

to ourselves or our friends.

The Spectator has drawn with infinite humour

the character of a man who passes his whole life

f

1 Probably Sir Robert Walpole.]
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in pursuit of trifles ; and it is probable that other

Will Wimbles might still be found. I hope, however,

that he did not think they were solely confined to

the country. Triflers there are of every denomina-

tion. Are we not all triflers ? and are we not told

that all is vanity ? The Spectator without doubt,

felt great compassion for Mr. Wimble
;

yet Mr.

Wimble might not have been a proper object of

it ; since it is more than probable that he was a

happy man, if the employment of his time in

obliging others, and pleasing himself, can be thought

to have made him so. Whether vanity mislead us

or not in the choice of our pursuits, the pleasures

or advantages which result from them will best deter-

mine. I fear that the occupation of few gentlemen

will admit of nice scrutiny : occupations therefore

that amuse, and are at the same time innocent ; that

promote exercise, and conduce to health ; though

they may appear trifles in the eyes of others, cer-

tainly are not so to those who enjoy them. Of this

number, I think I may reckon hunting ; and I am
particularly glad that the same author furnishes a

quotation in support of it :
" For my own part," says

this elegant writer, " I intend to hunt twice a week,

during my stay with Sir Roger ; and shall prescribe

the moderate use of this exercise to all my country

friends, as the best physic for mending a bad con-

stitution, and preserving a good one." The inimitable

Cervantes also honourably mentions this diversion :

he makes Sancho say — " Mercy on me, what

pleasure can you find, any of ye all, in killing a
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poor beast that never meant any harm !

" that the

Duke may reply— " You are mistaken, Sancho :

hunting wild beasts is the most proper exercise for

knights and princes ; for in the chase of a stout

noble beast, may be represented the whole art of

war, stratagems, policy, and ambuscades, with all

other devices usually practised to overcome an

enemy with safety. Here we are exposed to the

extremities of heat and cold : ease and laziness can

have no room in this diversion. By this we are

inured to toil and hardship; our limbs are strengthened,

our joints made supple, and our whole body hale

and active : in short, it is an exercise that may be

beneficial to many, and can be prejudicial to none."

Small, indeed, is the number of those who, in the

course of five thousand years, have employed them-

selves in the advancement of useful knowledge.

Mankind have been blest with but one Titus, that

we know of; and, it is to be feared, he has had

but few imitators. Days and years fly away ; nor

is any account taken of them ; and how many may
reasonably be supposed to pass, without affording

even amusement to others, or satisfaction to our-

selves ? Much more, I think, might be said in

favour of the Wimbles ; but it must be confessed,

that the man who spends his whole time in trifles,

passes it contemptibly, compared with those who
are employed in researches after knowledge useful

to mankind, or in professions useful to the state.

I am glad to find that you approve of the plan I

propose to observe in the course of these Letters
;
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wherein it shall be my endeavour not to omit any-

thing which it may be necessary for you to know ; at

least, as far as my own observation and experience

will give me leave. The experience that I have had

may be of use to you at present : others, perhaps,

hereafter, may write more judiciously and more fully

on the subject: you know it is my interest to wish that

they would. The few who have written on hunting,

refer you to their predecessors, for great part of

the information you might expect from them ; and

who their predecessors were, I have yet to learn.

Even Somerville is less copious than I could wish,

and has purposely omitted what is not to be found

elsewhere ; I mean receipts for the cure of such

diseases as hounds are subject to : he holds such

information cheap, and beneath his lofty muse. Prose

has no excuse ; and you may depend on every

information that I can odve. The familiar manner

in which my thoughts will be conveyed to you in

these Letters, may sufficiently evince the intention

of the author : they are written with no other design

than to be of use to sportsmen. Were my aim to

amuse, I would not endeavour to instruct : a song

might suit the purpose better than an essay. To
improve health, by promoting exercise ; to excite

gentlemen who are fond of hunting to obtain the

knowledge necessary to enjoy it in perfection ; and

to lessen the punishments which are too often

inflicted on an animal so friendly to man—are the

chief ends intended by the following Letters.

I shall not pretend to lay down rules which are to
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be equally good in every country ; I shall think

myself sufficiently justified in recommending such as

have been tried with success in the countries where

I have generally hunted. As almost every country

has a different dialect, you will also excuse, I hope,

any terms that may not be current with you: I will

take the best care I can that the number shall be

small. It is needless, I think, to advise you not to

adopt too easily the opinions of other men. You
will hear a tall man say, It is folly to ride any but

large horses ; and every little man in company will

immediately sell his little horses, buy such as he

can hardly mount, and ride them in hilly countries,

for which they are totally unfit. Pride induces some

men to dictate ; indolence makes others like to be

dictated to ; so both parties find their account in it.

You will not let this mislead you : you will dare to

think for yourself. Nor will you believe every man,

who pretends to know what you like better than

you do yourself. There is a degree of coxcombry,

I believe, in everything. You have heard, I make

no doubt, that greyhounds are either black, or white,

or black and white ; and if you have any faith in

those who say they know best, they will tell you

that there are no others.
1 Prejudice, however, is

by far too blind a guide to be depended on.

I have read somewhere, that there is no book so

bad, but a judicious reader may derive some ad-

1 There is a fashion in greyhounds: some coursers even pretend, that

all not being of the fashionable colour, are curs, and not greyhounds.

Greyhound seems to be a corruption from some other word ; most pro-

bably from gaze-hound.
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vantage from the reading of it : I hope these Letters

will not prove the only exception. Should they fall

into the hands of such as are not sportsmen, 1 need

not, I think, make any excuses to them for the

contents, since the title sufficiently shows for whom
they were designed. Nor are they meant for such

sportsmen as need not instruction, but for those that

do ; to whom, I presume, in some parts at least, they

may be found of use. Since a great book has been

long looked upon as a great evil, I shall take care

not to sin that way at least ; and shall endeavour

to make these Letters as short as the extent of my
subject will admit.

You will rally me, perhaps, on the choice of my
frontispiece ; but why should not hunting admit the

patronage of a lady ? The ancients, you know,

invoked Diana at setting out on the chase, and

sacrificed to her at their return : is not this enough

to show the propriety of my choice ? At all events,

I assure myself that you will approve her attendants,

Health, and Contentment.

I shall now take my leave of you for the present.

In my next Letter I shall proceed according to

your desire, till I have answered all your questions.

Remember, you are not to expect entertainment

:

I wish that you may find some instruction : the

dryness of the subject may excuse your want of

the one, and I cannot doubt of your indulgence

whilst I am obeying your commands, though / should

fail in the other.



LETTER II.

SINCE you intend to make hunting your chief

amusement in the country, you are certainly in

the right to give it some consideration before you

begin ; and not, like Master Stephen in the play, first

buy a hawk, and then hunt after a book to keep it by.

I am glad to find that you intend to build a new-

kennel ; and, I flatter myself, the experience that I

have had may be of some use to you in building it

:

it is not only the first thing that you should do, but it

is also the most important. As often as your mind

may alter, so often may you easily change from one

kind of hound to another ; but your kennel will still

remain the same ; will still keep its original imperfec-

tions, unless altered at a great expense ; and be less

perfect at last than it might have been made at first,

had you pursued a proper plan. It is true, hounds

may be kept in barns and stables : but those who
keep them in such places can best inform you, whether

their hounds are capable of answering the purposes

for which they were designed. The sense of smelling,

the odo?'a canum vis, as Virgil calls it, is so exquisite

in a hound, that I cannot but suppose every stench is

hurtful to it. It is that faculty on which all our hopes

depend ; it is that which must lead us over greasy

13
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fallows, where the feet of the game we pursue, being

clogged, leave little scent behind ; as well as over

stony roads, through watery meads, and where sheep

have stained the ground.

Cleanliness is not only absolutely necessary to the

nose of the hound, but also to the preservation of his

health. Dogs are naturally cleanly animals ; they

seldom, when they can help it, dung where they lie :

air, and fresh straw, are necessary to keep them

healthy. They are subject to the mange ; a disorder

to which poverty and nastiness will very much con-

tribute. This, though easily stopped at its first

appearance, if suffered to continue long, may lessen

the powers of the animal; and the remedies which are

then to be used, being in themselves violent, must

injure his constitution. It had better be prevented :

let the kennel, therefore, be an object of your particular

care.
Upon some little eminence erect,

And fronting to the ruddy dawn ; its courts

On either hand wide opening to receive

The sun's all-cheering beams, when mild he shines,

And gilds the mountain tops.

Let such as Somerville directs be the situation : its

size must be suited to the number of its inhabitants :

the architecture of it may be conformable to your own

taste. Useless expense I should not recommend; yet,

as I suppose you will often make it a visit, at least in

the hunting season, I could wish it might have neat-

ness without, as well as cleanliness within, the more to

allure you to it. I should, for the same reason, wish

it to be as near to your house as you will give it leave.
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I know there are many objections to its being very-

near : I foresee still more to its being at a distance.

There is a vulgar saying, that it is the master's eye

that makes the horse fat : I can assure you, that it is

even more necessary in the kennel, where cleanliness

is not less essential than food.

There are, I make no doubt, many better kennels

than mine ; some of which you should see before you

begin to build. You can but make use of my plan,

in case that you like no other better. If, in the

meantime, I am to give you my opinion what a

kennel ought to be, I must send you a description

of my own, for I have not seen many others.

I would advise you to make it large enough at

first, as any addition afterwards must spoil the ap-

pearance of it. I have been obliged to add to

mine, which was built from a plan of my own, and

intended, at first, for a pack of beagles. My
feeding -yard being too small, I will endeavour to

remedy that defect in the plan I send you, which

plan may be still enlarged, or lessened, as you think

fit, or as your occasions may require. The feeding-

troughs should be wide at the bottom, and must

have wooden covers.

I think two kennels absolutely necessary to the

well-being of the hounds : when there is but one, it

is seldom sweet ; and, when cleaned out, the hounds,

particularly in winter, suffer both whilst it is cleaning,

and as long as it remains wet afterwards. To be

more clearly understood by you, I shall call one of

these the hunting- kennel, by which I mean that
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kennel into which the hounds intended to hunt the

next day, are drafted. Used always to the same

kennel, they will be drafted with little trouble ; they

will answer to their names more readily, and you may

count your hounds into the kennel with as much ease

as a shepherd counts his sheep out of the fold.

When the feeder first comes to the kennel in a

morning, he should let out the hounds into the outer

court ; and in bad weather he should open the door

of the hunting-kennel, lest want of rest should incline

them to go into it. The lodging-room should then

be cleaned out, the doors and windows of it opened,

the litter shaken up, and the kennel made sweet and

clean, before the hounds return to it again. The

ereat court and the other kennels, are not less to be

attended to, nor should you pass over in silence any

omission that is hurtful to your hounds.

The floor of each lodging-room should be bricked,

and sloped on both sides to run to the centre, with

a gutter left to carry off the water, that when they

are washed, they may be soon dry. If water should

remain, through any fault in the floor, it should be

carefully mopped up ; for as warmth is in the greatest

degree necessary to hounds after work, so damps are

equally prejudicial. You will think me, perhaps, too

particular in these directions
;
yet there can be no

harm in your knowing what your servants ought to

do ; as it is not impossible but it may be sometimes

necessary for you to see that it is done. In your

military profession, you are perfectly acquainted with

the duty of a common soldier ; and though you have



INTERIOR OF THE KENNEL 17

no farther business with the minutiae of it, without

doubt you still find the knowledge of them useful to

you. Believe me, they may be useful here ; and you

will pardon me, I hope, if I wish to see you a

Martinet in the kennel, as well as in the field.

Orders given without skill are seldom well obeyed
;

and where the master is either ignorant or inattentive,

the servant will be idle.

I also wish, that, contrary to the usual practice in

building kennels, you would have three doors ; two

in the front, and one in the back ; the last to have a

lattice-window in it, with a wTooden shutter, which is

constantly to be kept closed when the hounds are in,

except in summer, when it should be left open all

the day. This door answers two very necessary

purposes : it gives an opportunity of carrying out

the straw when the lodging- room is cleaned, and,

as it is opposite to the window, will be a means to

let in a thorough air, which will greatly contribute to

keep it sweet and wholesome. The other doors will

be of use in drying the room when the hounds are

out ; and as one is to be kept shut, and the other

hooked back (allowing just room for a dog to pass),

they are not liable to any objection. The great

window in the centre should have a folding shutter

;

half, or the whole, of which, may be shut at nights,

according to the weather : and your kennels, by that

means, may be kept warm or cool, just as you please

to have them. The two great lodging -rooms are

exactly alike, and, as each has a court belonging to

it, are distinct kennels, situated at the opposite ends

c
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of the building ; in the centre of which is the boiling-

house and feeding-yard ; and on each side a lesser

kennel, either for hounds that are drafted off, hounds

that are sick, or lame ; or for any other purposes, as

occasion may require : at the back of which, as they

are but half the depth of the two great kennels,

are places for coals, &c. for the use of the kennel

:

there is also a small building in the rear, for hot

bitches : the plan will show you the size of the

whole. The floors of the inner courts, like those of

the lodging-rooms, are bricked, and sloped towards

the centre ; and a channel of water, brought in by a

leaden pipe, runs through the middle of them. In

the centre of each court, is a well, large enough to

dip a bucket, to clean the kennels : this must be faced

with stone, or it will be often out of repair :— in

the feeding-yard it should have a wooden cover.

The benches, which must be open, to let the urine

through, should have hinges and hooks in the wall,

that they may fold up, for the greater conveniency in

washing out the kennel : they should also be made as

low as possible, that a hound, when he is tired, may

have no difficulty in jumping up, and at no time may

be able to creep under. 1 Let me add, that the boiler

should be of cast-iron.

The rest of the kennel consists of a large court in

front, which is also bricked, having a grass -court

adjoining, and a little brook running through the

1 Benches cannot be too low. If, owing to the smallness of the hound,

it should be difficult to render them low enough, a projecting ledge will

answer the same purpose ; and the benches may be boarded at bottom,

to prevent the hound from creeping under.
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middle of it. The earth that was taken out of it,

is thrown up into a mount, where the hounds, in

summer, delight to sit. This court is planted round

with trees, and has, besides, a lime-tree, and some

horse -chesnut trees, near the middle of it, for the

sake of shade. A high pale incloses the whole

;

part of which, to the height of about four feet, is

close ; the other open : the interstices are about two

inches wide. The grass-court is pitched near the

pale, to prevent the hounds from scratching out.

Grass is the dog's best emetic ; and in this he is

his own physician. If you cannot guess the intention

of the posts which you see in the courts, there is

scarcely an inn window on any road, where the

following line will not let you into the secret

:

" So dogs will p— where dogs have p—'d before."

This is done to save the trees, to which the urinary

salts are prejudicial. If they be at first backward in

coming to them, bind some straw round the bottom,

and rub it with gfalbanum. The brook in the grass-

court may serve as a stew : your fish will be very

safe.
1

At the back of the kennel is a house, thatched and

furzed up on the sides, big enough to contain at least

a load of straw. Here should be a pit ready to

receive the dung, and a gallows for the flesh. The
gallows should have a thatched roof, and a circular

board at the posts of it, to prevent vermin from

1
It may also be used as a cold bath, for such hounds as stand in

need of it: for lameness in the stifle, and for strains, it will be found of

service.
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climbing up. If you can inclose a piece of ground

adjoining to your kennel, for such dog-horses as may

be brought to you alive, it will be of great use ; as it

mioht be dangerous to turn them out where other

horses go ; for you may not always be able to discover

their disorders. Hither you may also bring your

hounds, after they have been fed, to empty them-

selves ; here you will have more opportunities of

seeing them than in the kennel ; and will be enabled,

therefore, to make your draft for the next day with

greater accuracy.

A stove, I believe, is made use of in some kennels
;

but, where the feeder is a good one, a mop, properly

used, will render it unnecessary. I have a little

hay-rick in the grass-yard, which I think is of use, to

keep the hounds clean, and fine in their coats : you

will find them frequently rubbing themselves against

it : the shade of it also is useful to them in summer.

If ticks at any time be troublesome in your kennel,

let the walls of it be well washed : if that should not

destroy them, the walls must then be whitewashed.

In the summer, when you do not hunt, one kennel

will be sufficient : the other may then be set apart for

the young hounds, who should also have the grass-

court adjoining to it. It is best, at that time of the

year, to keep them separate ; and it prevents many

accidents which otherwise might happen ; nor should

they be put together till the hunting season begins. 1

If your hounds be very quarrelsome, the feeder may

1 The dogs and the bitches may also be kept separate from each

other during the summer months, where there are conveniences for it.
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sleep in a cot in the kennel adjoining ; and, if they

be well chastised at the first quarrel, his voice will be

sufficient to settle all their differences afterwards. 1

Close to the door of the kennel, let there be always

a quantity of little switches ; which three narrow

boards, nailed to one of the posts, will easily contain. 2

My kennel is close to the road-side, but it was

unavoidable. This is the reason why my front pale is

close, and only the side ones open : it is a great fault

:

avoid it if you can, and your hounds will be the

quieter.

Upon looking over my Letter, I find that I begin

by recommending, with Mr. Somerville, a high situa-

tion for the kennel, and afterwards talk of a brook

running through the middle of it : I am afraid that

you will not be able to unite these two advantages

;

in which case, without doubt, water should be pre-

ferred. The mount that I have mentioned will

answer all the purposes of an eminence : besides,

there should be moveable stages on wheels, for the

hounds to lie upon ; at any rate, however, let your

soil be a dry one.
3

1 In a kennel in Oxfordshire, the feeder pulls a bell, which the hounds

understand the meaning of: it silences them immediately, and saves him

the trouble of getting out of his bed.
2 When hounds are perfectly obedient, whips are no longer necessary

;

switches, in my opinion, are preferable. The whips I use are coach-

whips, three feet long, the thong half the length of the crop: they are

more handy than horse-whips, correct the hounds as well, and hurt them

less.

[
3 The hill is to be preferred to the running water, and the soil should

be a stiff clay. Kennels should never be built on gravel. Clay certainly

holds moisture, but at the same time it prevents any moisture rising

from below. There is always water beneath gravel, and the heat of the
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You will, perhaps, think my lodging-rooms higher

than is necessary. I know that they are considerably

higher than is usual ; the intention of which is, to

give more air to the hounds ; and I have not the

least doubt that they are the better for it. I will no

longer persecute you with this unentertaining subject,

but send you a plan from my own kennel, and take

my leave of you.

P.S.— I send only the ground-plan and elevation,

as the size of the outer court, and grass-court, are

perfectly immaterial ; the one should not be small,

and the other should be as large as you can con-

veniently make it.

hounds' bodies will draw it up from any depth. This is the cause of that

terrible scourge kennel-lameness, which is nothing else but rheumatism.

If kennels are already built on gravel, the floor should be taken up, the

ground excavated, and three feet of clay puddled in. Of course spout-

ing should be attended to, and if there is any high ground above the

kennel floor, drains should be made to carry off surface water.]
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LETTER III.

I
BEGIN this Letter with assuring you that I

have clone with the kennel : without doubt, you

will think I had need. If I have made even the

name frightful to you, comfort yourself with the

thoughts that it will not appear again.

Your criticism on my switches I think unjust.

You tell me, that self-defence would of course make

you take that precaution. Do you always walk with

a whip in your hand ?—or do you think that a

walking-stick, which may be a good thing to knock

a dog on the head with, would be equally proper to

correct him, should he be too familiar? You forget,

however, to put a better substitute in the room

of them.

You desire to know what kind of hound I would

recommend. As you mention not for any particular

chase, or country, I understand you generally ; and

shall answer, that I most approve of hounds of the

middle size. I believe all animals of that description

are strongest, and best able to endure fatigue. In the

height, as well as the colour of hounds, most sportsmen

have their prejudices ; but in their shape, at least, I

think they must all agree, I know sportsmen who

boldly affirm, that a small hound will oftentimes beat a

23



24 THOUGHTS ON HUNTING

large one ; that he will climb hills better, and go

through cover quicker ;—whilst others are not less

ready to assert, that a large hound will make his way

in any country; will get better through the dirt than a

small one ; and that no fence, however high, can stop

him. You have now three opinions ; and I advise

you to adopt that which suits your country best.

There is, however, a certain size, best adapted for

business ; which I take to be that between the two

extremes ; and I will venture to say, that such hounds

will not suffer themselves to be disgraced in any

country. Somerville, I find, is of the same opinion.

But here a mean
Observe, nor the large hound prefer, of size

Gigantic ; he in the thick-woven covert

Painfully tugs, or in the thorny brake,

Torn and embarrass'd, bleeds : but if too small,

The pigmy brood in every furrow swims
;

Moil'd in the clogging clay, panting they lag

Behind, inglorious ; or else shivering creep,

Benumb'd and faint, beneath the shelt'ring thorn
;

For hounds of middle size, active and strong,

Will better answer all thy various ends,

And crown thy pleasing labours with success.

I perfectly agree with you, that, to look well, they

should be all nearly of a size ; and I even think that

they should all look of the same family.

Facies non omnibus una,

Nee diversa tamen, qualem decet esse sororum.

If handsome withal, they are then perfect. With

regard to their being sizeable, what Somerville says

is so much in your own way, that I shall send it

to you.
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As some brave captain, curious and exact,

By his fix'd standard forms in equal ranks

His gay battalion, as one man they move

Step after step, their size the same, their arms

Far gleaming, dart the same united blaze :

Reviewing generals his merit own.

How regular ! how just !—and all his cares

Are well repaid, if mighty George approve.

So model thou thy pack, if honour touch

Thy gen'rous soul, and the world's just applause.

There are necessary points in the shape of a

hound, which ought always to be attended to by a

sportsman ; for, if he be not of a perfect symmetry,

he will neither run fast, nor bear much work : he has

much to undergo, and should have strength propor-

tioned to it. Let his legs be straight as arrows ; his

feet round, and not too large ; his shoulders back ; his

breast rather wide than narrow ; his chest deep ; his

back broad ; his head small ; his neck thin ; his tail

thick and brushy : if he carry it well, so much the

better. This last point, however trifling it may

appear to you, gave rise to a very odd question. A
gentleman (not much acquainted with hounds), as we

were hunting together the other day, said: "I observe,

Sir, that some of your dogs' tails stand up, and some

hang down
;

pray, which do you reckon the best

hounds ? " Such young hounds as are out at the

elbows, and such as are weak from the knee to the

foot, should never be taken into the pack.

I find that I have mentioned a small head, as one

of the necessary requisites of a hound ; but you will

understand it as relative to beauty only; for, as to

goodness, I believe large-headed hounds are in no wise
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inferior. Somerville, in his description of a perfect

hound, makes no mention of the head, leaving the

size of it to Phidias to determine ; he, therefore, must

have thought it of little consequence. I send you his

words.
See there, with countenance blythe

And with a courtly grin, the fawning hound
Salutes thee cow'ring ; his wide-op'ning nose

Upwards he curls, and his large sloe-black eyes

Melt in soft blandishments, and humble joy :

His glossy skin, or yellow-pied, or blue,

In lights or shades, by Nature's pencil drawn,

Reflects the various tints : his ears and legs,

Fleckt here and there in g
ray enamel'd pride,

Rival the speckled pard : his rush-gown tail

O'er his broad back bends in an ample arch.

On shoulders clean, upright and firm he stands :

His round cat-foot, straight hams, and wide-spread thighs,

And his low-dropping chest, confess his speed :

His strength, his wind, or on the steepy hill,

Or far-extended plain ; in every part

So well proportion'd, that the nicer skill

Of Phidias himself can't blame thy choice.

Of such compose thy pack.

The colour I think of little moment ; and am of

opinion with our friend Foote, respecting his negro

friend, that a good dog, like a good candidate, cannot

be of a bad colour.

Men are too apt to be prejudiced by the sort of

hound which they themselves have been most accus-

tomed to. Those who have been used to the sharp-

nosed fox-hound, will hardly allow a large-headed

hound to be a fox-hound
;
yet they both equally are :

speed and beauty are the chief excellences of the one;

while stoutness, and tenderness of nose, in hunting, 1

1
II parait que la finesse de l'odorat, dans les chiens, depend de la

grosseur plus que de la longueur du museau.

—

Buffon.
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are characteristic of the other. I could tell you, that

I have seen very good sport with very unhandsome

packs, consisting of hounds of various sizes, differing

from one another as much in shape and look as in

their colour ; nor could there be traced the least sign

of consanguinity amongst them. Considered separ-

ately, the hounds were good ; as a pack of hounds,

they were not to be commended ; nor would you be

satisfied with anything that looked so very incomplete.

You will find nothing so essential to your sport, as

that your hounds should run well together ; nor can

this end be better attained, than by confining yourself,

as near as you can, to those of the same sort, size,

and shape.

A great excellence in a pack of hounds, is the head

they carry ; and that pack may be said to go the

fastest, that can run ten miles the soonest ; notwith-

standing the hounds, separately, may not run so fast

as many others.
1 A pack of hounds, considered in a

collective body, go fast, in proportion to the excellence

of their noses, and the head they carry ; as that

traveller generally gets soonest to his journey's end

who stops least upon the road. Some hounds that

I have hunted with, would creep all through the

same hole, though they might have leapt the hedge,

and would follow one another in a string, as true

as a team of cart-horses. I had rather see them,

like the horses of the sun, all a-breast.

A friend of mine killed thirty-seven brace of foxes

t
1 The most essential thing in a pack of hounds is the head they

carry.]
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in one season : twenty-nine of the foxes were killed

without any intermission. I must tell you, at the

same time, that they were killed with hounds bred

from a pack of harriers ; nor had they, I believe, a

single skirter belonging to them. There is a pack

now in my neighbourhood, of all sorts and sizes,

which seldom miss a fox ; when they run, there is a

long string of them, and every fault is hit off by an

old southern hound. However, out of the last

eighteen foxes that they hunted, they killed seven-

teen ; and I have no doubt, that, as they become

more complete, more foxes will escape from them.

Packs which are composed of hounds of various

kinds, seldom run well together ; nor do their tongues

harmonize
;

yet they generally, I think, kill most

foxes : but unless I like their style of killing them,

whatever may be their success, I cannot be com-

pletely satisfied. I once asked the famous Will

Crane, how his hounds behaved. "Very well, Sir"

he replied : "they never come to a fault but they spread

like a sky-rocket." Thus it should always be.

A famous sportsman asked a gentleman what he

thought of his hounds. " Your pack is composed, Sir,"

said he, "of dogs which any other man would hang:

they are all skirters." This was taken as a compli-

ment. However, think not that I recommend it to you

as such ; for, though I am a great advocate for style

in the killing of a fox, I never forgive a professed

skirter : where game is in plenty, they are always

changing, and are the loss of more foxes than they kill.

You ask me, how many hounds you ought to keep ?
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It is a question not easy to answer: from twenty to

thirty couple are as many, I think, as you should

ever take into the field.
1 The propriety of any

number must depend upon the strength of your

pack, and the country in which you are to hunt

:

the quantity of hounds necessary to furnish that

number for a whole season, must also depend on the

country where you hunt ; as some countries lame

hounds more than others. The taking out too many

hounds, Mr. Somerville very properly calls an useless

incumbrance. It is not so material what the number

is, as it is that all your hounds should be steady,

and as nearly as possible of equal speed.

When packs are very large, the hounds are seldom

sufficiently hunted to be good. Few people choose

to hunt every day ; and, if they did, it is not likely

that the weather in winter would give them leave.

You would always be obliged, therefore, either to

take out a very large pack, or a great number of

hounds must be left behind : in the first case, too

many hounds in the field would probably spoil your

sport ; in the second, hounds that remain long without

work, always get out of wind, and oftentimes become

riotous. About forty couple, I think, will best answer

your purpose. Forty couple of hunting hounds will

enable you to hunt three, or even four, times in a

week ; and, I will venture to say, will kill more foxes

than a greater number. Hounds, to be good, must

be kept constantly hunted ; and if I should hereafter

P From fifteen to twenty couple are quite enough, and more than that

number do harm rather than good.]
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say, a fox-hound should be above his work, it will

not be a young fox-hound that I shall mean ; for

he should seldom be left at home, as lone as he is

able to hunt : the old and lame, and such as are low

in flesh, you should leave ; and such as you are

sure idleness cannot spoil.

It is a great fault to keep too many old hounds.

If you choose that your hounds should run well

together, you should not continue any, longer than

five or six seasons ; though there is no saying, with

certainty, what number of seasons a hound will last.

Like us, some of them have better constitutions than

others, and consequently will bear more work ; and

the duration of all bodies depends as much on the

usage that they meet with, as on the materials of

which they are made.

You ask, whether you had not better buy a com-

plete pack at once, than be at the trouble of breeding

one ? Certainly you had, if such an opportunity

should offer. It sometimes happens, that hounds are

to be bought for less money than you could breed

them. The gentleman to whom my house formerly

belonged, had a most famous pack of fox-hounds.

His goods, &c, were appraised and sold; which,

when the appraiser had done, he was put in mind

of the hounds. " Well, gentlemen," said he, " what

shall I appraise them at ? A shilling a-piece ?

"

"Oh, it is too little!" "Is it so?" said the

appraiser— " why, it is more than / would give for

them, I assure you."

Hounds are not bought so cheap at TattersaWs.
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I
AM glad that you do not disapprove the advan-

tage I have made of my friend Somerville. I

was doubtful whether you would not have censured

me for it, and have compared me to some of those

would-be fine gentlemen, who, to cut a figure, tack

an embroidered ed^ino- on their coarse cloth. I shall

be cautious, however, of abusing your indulgence,

and shall not quote my poet oftener than is necessary

;

but where we think the same thing, you had better

take it in his words than mine. I shall now proceed

to the feeding of hounds, and management of them

in the kennel.

A good feeder is an essential part of your establish-

ment. Let him be young and active, and have the

reputation at least of not disliking work : he should

be good-tempered, for the sake of the animals en-

trusted to his care ; and who, however they may be

treated by him, cannot complain. He should be one

who will strictly obey any orders that you may give,

as well with regard to the management as to the

breeding of the hounds ; and should not be solely

under the direction of your huntsman. It is true, I

have seen it otherwise : I have known a pack of

hounds belong, as it were, entirely to the huntsman
;

31
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a stable of horses belong to the groom ; while the

master had little more power in the direction of either,

than a perfect stranger. This you will not allow.

I know that you choose to keep the supreme

command in your own hands ; and, though you

permit your servants to remonstrate, you do not

suffer them to disobey. He who allows a huntsman

to manage his hounds without control, literally keeps

them for the huntsman's amusement. You desire to

know what is required of a feeder : I will tell you

as well as I can.

As our sport depends entirely on that exquisite

sense of smelling so peculiar to the hound, care must

be taken to preserve it ; and cleanliness is the surest

means. The keeping your kennel sweet and clean, can-

not therefore be too much recommended to the feeder

;

nor should you on any account, admit the least devia-

tion from it. If he sees you exact, he will be so him-

self. This is a very essential part of his business. The

boiling for the hounds, mixing of the meat, and getting

it ready for them at proper hours, your huntsman will

of course take care of; nor is it ever likely to be for-

gotten. I must caution you not to let your dogs eat

their meat too hot ; I have known it attended with

bad consequences
;
you should also order it to be

mixed up as thick as possible. When the feeder has

cleaned his kennel in the morning, and prepared his

meat, it is usual for him, on hunting days (in an estab-

lishment like yours), to exercise the horses of the

huntsman and whipper-in ; and, in many stables, it is

also the feeder who looks after the huntsman's horse,
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when he comes in from hunting ; whilst the huntsman

feeds the hounds. When the hounds are not out, the

huntsman and whipper-in, of course, will exercise their

own horses ; and, that day, the feeder has little else to

mind but the cleaning of his kennel. Every possible

contrivance has been attended to in the plan that I

sent you, to make that part of his work easy ; all the

courts, except the grass-court, being bricked and sloped

on purpose. There is also plenty of water, without

any trouble of fetching it ; and a thorough air through-

out the kennels, to assist in drying them again.

Should you choose to increase your number of

servants in the stable, the business of the feeder may
be confined entirely to the kennel. There should be

always two to feed the hounds properly ; the feeder

and the huntsman.

Somerville strongly recommends cleanliness in the

following lines

:

O'er all let cleanliness preside ; no scraps

Bestrew the pavement, and no half-pick'd bones,

To kindle fierce debate, or to disgust

That nicer sense, on which the sportsman's hope,

And all his future triumphs, must depend.

Soon as the growling pack with eager joy

Have lapp'd their smoking viands, morn or eve,

From the full cistern lead the ductile streams,

To wash thy court well pav'd ; nor spare thy pains,

For much to health will cleanliness avail.

Seek'st thou for hounds to climb the rocky steep,

And brush th' entangled covert, whose nice scent

O'er greasy fallows, and frequented roads,

Can pick the dubious way ?—banish far off

Each noisome stench ; let no offensive smell

Invade thy wide inclosure, but admit

The nitrous air and purifying breeze.

D
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So perfectly right is the poet in this, that if you can

make your kennel a visit every day, your hounds will

be the better for it. When I have been long absent

from mine, I have always perceived a difference in their

looks. I shall now take notice of that part of the

management of hounds in the kennel which concerns

the huntsman, as well as the feeder. Your huntsman

must always attend the feeding of the hounds, which

should be drafted, according to the condition they are

in. In all packs, some hounds will feed better than

others : some there are that will do with less meat
;

and it requires a nice eye, and great attention, to keep

them all in equal flesh : it is what distinguishes a good

kennel-huntsman, and has its merit. It is seldom that

huntsmen give this particular all the attention which it

deserves : they feed their hounds in too great a hurry
;

and not often, I believe, take the trouble of casting

their eye over them before they begin ; and yet to

distinguish with any nicety the order that a pack of

hounds are in, and the different degrees of it, is surely

no easy task ; and, to be done well, requires no small

degree of circumspection. You had better not expect

your huntsman to be very exact : where precision is

required, he will most probably fail.

When I am present myself, I make several drafts.

When my huntsman feeds them, he calls them all over

by their names, letting in each hound as he is called :

it has its use ; it uses them to their names, and teaches

them to be obedient. Were it not for this, I should

disapprove of it entirely ; since it certainly requires

more coolness and deliberation to distino-uish with
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precision which are best entitled to precedence, than

this method of feeding will admit of ; and unless flesh

be in great plenty, those that are called in last may not

have a taste of it. To prevent this inconvenience,

such as are low in flesh had better be all drafted off

into a separate kennel
j

1 by this means, the hounds

that require flesh will all have a share of it. If any

be much poorer than the rest, they should be fed

again : such hounds cannot be fed too often. If any

in the pack be too fat, they should be drafted off, and

not suffered to fill themselves. The others should eat

what they will of the meat. The days my hounds

have greens, or sulphur, they generally are let in all

together ; and such as require flesh, have it given to

them afterwards. Having a good kennel-huntsman,

it is not often that I take this trouble
;
yet I seldom

go into my kennel, but I indulge myself in the

pleasure of seeing food given to such hounds as

appear to me to be in want of it. I have been told,

that in one kennel, in particular, the hounds are under

such excellent management, that they constantly are

fed with the door of the feeding-yard open ; and the

rough nature of the fox-hound is changed into so

much politeness, that he waits at the door till he is

invited in ; and, what perhaps is not less extra-

ordinary, he comes out again, whether he has satisfied

1 By thus separating from the rest such as are poor, you will proceed

to the feeding of your hounds with more accuracy and less trouble ; and

though they be at first drafted off in the manner above described, it is

still meant that they should be let in to feed, one by one, as they answer

to their names ; or else, as it will frequently happen, they may be better

fed than taught.
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his hunger or not, the moment he is desired—the

effect of discipline. However, as this is not ab-

solutely necessary, and hounds may be good without

it ; and as I well know that your other amusements

will not permit you to attend to so much manoeuvring

— I would by no means wish you to give such

power to your huntsman. The business would be

injudiciously done, and most probably would not

answer your expectations. The hound would be

tormented mal-a-propos ; an animal so little deserving

of it from our hands, that I should be sorry to disturb

his hours of repose by unnecessary severity. You
will perceive that it is a nice affair ; and, I assure you,

I know no huntsman who is equal to it. The
gentleman who has carried this matter to its utmost

perfection, has attended to it regularly himself; has

constantly acted on fixed principles, from which he

has never deviated ; and, I believe, has succeeded to

the very utmost of his wishes. All hounds (and

more especially young ones) should be called over

often in the kennel
j

1 and most huntsmen practise

this lesson as they feed their hounds : they flog them

while they feed them ; and if they have not always a

belly-full one way, they seldom fail to have it the

other.
2

It is not, however, my intention to oppose so

1 There is no better method of teaching a hound obedience; when
you call him he should approach you; and when you touch him with

your stick, he should follow you anywhere.
2 " Thus we find, eat or not eat, work or play, whipping is always in

season." (Vide Monthly Review.) The critic treats this passage with

great severity. He would have spared it, without doubt, had he under-

stood that it was introduced on purpose to correct the abuse of kennel-

discipline. Unacquainted as the reviewer seems to be with the subject,
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general a practice, in which there may be some

utility ; I shall only observe, that it should be used

with discretion ; lest the whip should fall heavily,

in the kennel, on such as never deserve it in the field.

My hounds are generally fed about eleven o'clock
j

1

and, when I am present myself, I take the same

opportunity to make my draft for the next day's

hunting. I seldom, when I can help it, leave this

to my huntsman ; though it is necessary that he

should be present when the draft is made, that he

may know what hounds he has out.

It is a bad custom to use hounds to the boiling-

house : it is apt to make them nice, and may prevent

them from ever eating the kennel meat. What they

have should always be given them in the feeding-

yard ; and for the same reason, though it be flesh,

it should have some meal mixed with it.

it is no wonder that he should mistake a meaning, perhaps rather unfairly

stated by the auther, in favour of that humanity which he is supposed

so much to want. Hounds are called in to feed, one by one, and such

only are corrected as come uncalled for : nor is correction unjust, so long

as it shall fall on the disobedient only. Obedience is an useful lesson,

and though it cannot be practised too often, it should be taught them at

a more idle time.
1 Having found it necessary to alter my method of feeding hounds,

it may not be improper to take notice of it here. They are now fed

at eight o'clock, instead of eleven. Their first feed is of barley and

oatmeal mixed, an equal quantity of each. Flesh is afterwards mixed

up with the remainder, for such hounds as are poor, who are then drafted

off into another kennel, and let in to feed altogether. When the flesh

is all eaten, the pack are again let in, and are by this means cheated

into a second appetite. At three o'clock, those that are to hunt the next

day are drafted into the hunting-kennel; they are then let into the

feeding-yard, where a small quantity of oatmeal (about three buckets) is

prepared for them, mixed up thick. Such as are tender, or bad feeders,

have a handful of boiled flesh given to them afterwards. When they

are not to hunt the next day, they are fed once only, at eleven o'clock.
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If your hounds be low in flesh, and have far to

go to cover, they may all have a little thin lap

again in the evening ; but this should never be

done if you hunt early.
1 Hounds, I think, should

be sharp-set before hunting : they run the better

for it.
2

If many of your hounds, after long rest, should be

too fat,
3 feeding them for a day or two on thinner

meat than you give the others, will be found, I

believe, to answer better than the usual method of

giving them the same meat, and stinting them in

the quantity of it.

If your hounds be not walked out, they should be

turned into the grass-court to empty themselves, after

they have been fed : it will contribute not a little

to the cleanliness of the kennel.

I have heard, that it is a custom in some kennels

to shut up the hounds for a couple of hours after they

come in from hunting, before they are fed ; and that

other hounds are shut up with them, to lick them

clean.
4 My usual way is to send in a whipper-in

before them, that the meat may be got ready against

they come, and they are fed immediately: having

filled their bellies, they are naturally inclined to

1 Hounds that are tender feeders cannot be fed too late, or with meat

too good.
2 Vide note, page y].

3 Hounds that rest should not be suffered to become fat. It would be

accounting very badly for the fatness of a hound, to say, " He is fat

because he has not worked lately
;

" since he ought to have been kept

lower on that account.
4 If hounds be shut up as soon as they come in from hunting, they

will not readily leave the benches afterwards; for if they be much
fatigued, they will prefer rest to food.
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rest. If they have had a severe day, they are fed

again some hours after.
1 As to the method above

mentioned, it may be more convenient, perhaps, to

have the hounds all together ; but I cannot think it

necessary, for the reason that is given ; and I should

apprehend, a parcel of idle hounds shut up amongst

such as are tired and inclined to rest, would disturb

them more than all their licking would make amends

for. When you feed them twice, keep them separate

till after the second feeding : it would be still better,

were they not put together till the next morning.

Every day, when hounds come in from hunting,

they ought carefully to be looked over, and invalids

should immediately be taken care of.
2 Such as have

sore feet, should have them well washed out with

brine, or pot-liquor. If you permit those hounds that

are unable to work, to run about your house, it will be

of great service to them. Such as are ill, or lame,

ought to be turned out into another kennel ; it will be

more easy to give them there the attention they may

require, both as to medicine and food.

Every Thursday during the hunting-season, my
hounds have one pound of sulphur given them in

1 My hounds are generally fed twice on the days they hunt. Some
will feed better the second time than the first; besides, the turning them

out of the lodging-house refreshes them : they stretch their limbs, empty

their bodies ; and, as during this time their kennel is cleaned out,

and litter shaken up, they settle themselves better on the benches

afterwards.
2 Hounds that come home lame should not be taken out the next

hunting day, since they may appear sound without being so. At the

beginning of the season, the eyes of hounds are frequently injured : such

hounds should not be hunted, and, if their eyes continue weak, they should

lose a little blood.
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their meat ; and every Sunday throughout the year

they have plenty of greens boiled up with it : I find

it better to fix the days, as it is then less liable to be

forgotten. I used to give them the wash from the

kitchen, but I found it made them thirsty ; and it is

now omitted in the hunting-season. A horse fresh

killed is an excellent meal for hounds, after a very

hard day ; but they should not hunt till the third day

after it. The bones broken are good food for poor

hounds, as there is great proof in them. Sheep-

trotters are very sweet food, and will be of service

when horse-flesh is not to be had. Bullocks' bellies

may be also of some use, if you can get nothing else.

Oatmeal, I believe, makes the best meat for hounds

:

barley is certainly the cheapest ; and in many kennels

they give barley on that account ; but it is heating,

does not mix up so well, nor is there so much proof

in it as in oatmeal. If mixed (an equal quantity of

each), it will then do very well ; but barley alone will

not. Much also depends on the goodness of the

meal itself, which is not often attended to. If you

do not use your own, you should buy a large quantity

of it any time before harvest, and keep it by you :

there is no other certainty, I believe, of having it old

;

which is more material, perhaps, than you are aware

of. I have heard, that a famous Cheshire huntsman

feeds his hounds with wheat, which he has found to

be the best food : he gives it them with the bran.

It would cause no little disturbance in many neigh-

bourhoods, if other sportsmen were to do the

same.
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I am not fond of bleeding hounds, unless they want

it ; though it has long been a custom in my kennel to

physic them twice a year; after they leave off hunting,

and before they begin : it is given in hot weather, and

at an idle time : it cools their bodies, and, without

doubt, is of service to them. If a hound be in want

of physic, I prefer giving it in balls.
1

It is more easy

to give in this manner the quantity that he may want,

and you are more certain that he takes it. In many

kennels they also bleed them twice a year ; and some

people think that it prevents madness. The anointing

of hounds, or dressing them, as huntsmen call it,

makes them fine in their coats : it may be done twice

a year, or oftener, if you find it necessary. As I

shall hereafter have occasion to write on the diseases

of hounds, and their cures, I will send you at the

same time a receipt for this purpose. During the

summer months, when my hounds do not hunt, they

have seldom any flesh allowed them, and are kept

low, contrary, I believe, to the usual practice of most

kennels, where mangey hounds, in summer, are but

too often seen. Huntsmen sometimes content them-

selves with checking this disorder, when with less

trouble, perhaps, they might prevent it. A regular

course of whey and vegetables, during the hot

months, must certainly be wholesome, and is, without

doubt, the cause that a mangey hound is an unusual

sight in my kennel. Every Monday and Friday my

1 One pound of antimony, four ounces of sulphur, and syrup of buck-

thorn q. s. to give it the consistency of a ball. Each ball weighs about

seven drachms.
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hounds go for whey, till the hunting season begins

;

are kept out several hours ; and are often made to

swim through rivers, during the hot weather. 1 After

the last physic, and before they begin to hunt, they

are exercised on the turnpike road, to harden their

feet, which are washed with strong brine as soon as

they come in. Little straw is necessary during the

summer ; but when they hunt they cannot have too

much, or have it changed too often. In many

kennels they do not boil for the hounds in summer,

but give them meal only : in mine it is always boiled
;

but with this difference, that it is mixed up thin,

instead of thick. Many give spurge-laurel in summer,

boiled up in their meat : as I never use it, I cannot

recommend it. The physic that I give, is two

pounds of sulphur, one pound of antimony, and a

pint and a half of syrup of buckthorn, for about forty

couple of hounds. 2 In the winter season, let your

hounds be shut up warm at night. If, after hunting,

any hounds be missing, the straw-house door should

be left open ; and, if they have had a hard day, it

may be as well to leave some meat there for them.

1 have inquired of my feeder (who is a good one,

[
J Hounds should be walked out every day in the summer. Success

in the future season will largely depend on the trouble that has been

taken in getting the pack fit beforehand. In the six weeks previous to

the commencement of the season, hounds should have at least two hours'

exercise on the roads daily, and twice a week they should have six

hours', if the sun is not too hot. On these occasions the men may take

them out three hours before breakfast with one lot of horses and three

hours afterwards with fresh mounts. If a saving of horses is a con-

sideration, and the men can ride bicycles, these useful machines may be

substituted.]

2 Vide page 29.
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and has had more experience in these matters than

any one that you perhaps may get) how he mixes up

his meat. He tells me, that, in his opinion, oatmeal

and barley mixed (an equal quantity of each) make

the best meat for hounds. The oatmeal he boils for

half an hour, and then puts out the fire, puts the

barley into the copper, and mixes both together. I

asked him, why he boiled one, and not the other ?

He told me, that boiling, which made oatmeal thick,

made barley thin; and that when you feed with barley

only, it should not be put into the copper, but be

scalded with the liquor, and mixed up in a bucket. I

find there is in my kennel a large tub on purpose,

which contains about half a hogshead.

You little think, perhaps, how difficult it is to be a

good kennel-huntsman ; nor can you, as yet, know

the nicety that is required to feed hounds properly.

You are not aware, that some hounds will hunt best

when fed late ; others when fed early ; that some

should have but little ; that others cannot have too

much :—however, if your huntsman observe the rules

that I have here laid down, his hounds will not do

much amiss. But should you at any time wish to

renchdrir upon the matter, and feed each particular

hound so as to make the most of him, you must

learn it of a gentleman in Leicestershire, to whom
the noble science of fox-hunting" is more beholden

than to any other. I shall myself say nothing further

on the subject ; for as your huntsman will not have

the sense of the gentleman I allude to, nor you,

perhaps, his patience, an easier method I know will
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suit you best. I shall only advise you, while you

endeavour to keep your hounds in good order, not

to let them become too fat: it will be impossible

for them to run, if they be so. A fat alderman

would cut a mighty ridiculous figure, were he in-

clined to run a race.







LETTER V.

THERE is an active vanity in the minds of men

which is favourable to improvement ; and in

every pursuit, while something remains to be attained,

so long will it afford amusement : you will therefore

find pleasure in the breeding of hounds, in which

expectation is never completely satisfied ; and it is

on the sagacious management of this business that

all your success will depend. Is it not extraordinary,

that no other country should equal us in this par-

ticular, and that the very hounds procured from hence

should degenerate in another climate ?

In thee alone, fair land of liberty !

Is bred the perfect hound, in scent and speed

As yet unrivall'd, while in other climes

Their virtue fails, a weak degen'rate race.

—

Somerville.

Happy climate for sportsmen ! where Nature seems,

as it were, to give them an exclusive privilege of

enjoying this diversion. To preserve this advantage,

however, care should be taken in the breed : I shall,

therefore, according to your desire, send you such

rules as I observe myself. Consider the size, shape,

colour, constitution, and natural disposition, of the

dog you breed from, as well as the fineness of his

nose, his stoutness, and method of hunting. On no

45
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account breed from one that is not stout, that is not

tender-nosed, or that is either a dabbler 1 or a skirter.

Observe with care his shape, sort, colour, size

:

Nor will sagacious huntsmen less regard

His inward habits ; the vain babbler shun,

Ever loquacious, ever in the wrong

:

His foolish offspring shall offend thy ears

With false alarms, and loud impertinence:

Nor less the shifting cur avoid, that breaks

Illusive from the pack: to the next hedge

Devious he strays ; there ev'ry muse he tries

:

If haply then he cross the streaming scent,

Away he flies vain-glorious ; and exults

As of the pack supreme, and in his speed

And strength unrivall'd. Lo ! cast far behind,

His vex'd associates pant, and lab'ring strain

To climb the steep ascent. Soon as they reach

Th' insulting boaster, his false courage fails

:

Behind he lags, doom'd to the fatal noose,

His master's hate, and scorn of all the field.

What can from such be hop'd, but a base brood

Of coward curs, a frantic, vagrant race ?—SOMERVILLE.

It is the judicious cross that makes the pack complete. 2

The faults and imperfections in one breed may be

rectified from another ; and, if this be properly

attended to, I see no reason why the breeding

of hounds may not improve till improvement can

go no further. If you find a cross hit, pursue

1 Babbling is one of the worst faults that a hound can be guilty of; it

is constantly increasing, and is also catching. This fault, like many

others, will sometimes run in the blood.

2
I have seen fox-hounds that were bred out of a Newfoundland

bitch and a fox-hound dog. They are monstrously ugly, are said to

give their tongues sparingly, and to tire soon. The experiment has not

succeeded : the cross most likely to be of service to a fox-hound, is the

beagle. I am well convinced, that a handsome, bony, tender-nosed,

stout beagle would, occasionally, be no improper cross for a high-bred

pack of fox-hounds.



OF BREEDING HOUNDS 47

it.
1 Never put an old dog to an old bitch. Be careful

that they be healthy which you breed from, or you

are not likely to have a healthy offspring. Should a

favourite dog skirt a little, put him to a thorough

line-hunting bitch, and such a cross may succeed.

My objection to the breeding from such a hound

is, that, as skirting is what most fox-hounds acquire

from practice, it had better not be made natural

to them. A very famous sportsman has told me,

that he frequently breeds from brothers and sisters.

As I should be very unwilling to urge any thing

in opposition to such authority, you had better try

it ; and if it succeed in hounds, it is more, I believe,

than it usually does in other animals. A famous

cocker assured a friend of mine, that the third

generation, which he called a nick, he had found

to succeed very well, but no nearer. As I have

neither tried one nor the other, I cannot speak

with any certainty about them.

Give particular orders to your feeder to watch

over the bitches with a cautious eye, and separate

such as are going to be proud, before it be too

late. The advances they make, frequently portend

mischief as well as love, and, if not prevented in

time, will not fail to set the whole kennel together

by the ears, and may occasion the death of your

best dogs : care only can prevent it.
2

1 After the first season, I breed from all my young dog-hounds who
have beauty and goodness to recommend them, to see what whelps they

get.

2 When the bitches are off their heat, they should be suffered to run

about the house a day or two, before they are taken out to hunt.
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Mark well the wanton females of thy pack,

That curl their taper tails, and frisking court

Their pyebald mates enamour'd : their red eyes

Flash fires impure ; nor rest nor food they take,

Goaded by furious love. In sep'rate cells

Confine them now, lest bloody civil wars

Annoy thy peaceful state.

—

Somerville.

I have known huntsmen perfectly ignorant of the

breed of their hounds, from inattention in this

particular ; and I have also known many good dogs

fall a sacrifice to it.

The earlier in the year you breed, the better

;

January, February, and March, are the best months.

Late puppies seldom thrive ; if you have any such,

put them to the best walks. 1 When the bitches

begin to get big, let them not hunt any more : it

proves frequently fatal to the puppies, sometimes

to the bitch herself; nor is it safe for them to remain

much longer in the kennel. If one bitch have many

puppies, more than she can well rear, you may
put some of them to another bitch ; or, if you destroy

any of them, you may keep the best coloured. They

sometimes will have an extraordinary number : I

have known an instance of one having fifteen ; and

a friend of mine, whose veracity I cannot doubt,

has assured me that a hound in his pack brought

forth sixteen, all alive. When you breed from a

very favourite sort, and can have another bitch

warded at the same time, it will have this advantage,

it will enable you to save all the puppies. Give

particular orders that the bitches be well fed with

1 Of the early whelps I keep five or six, of the late ones only two

or three.
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flesh ; they should also have plenty of milk ; nor

should the puppies be taken from them till they are

able to take care of themselves i

1 they will soon learn

to lap milk, which will relieve the mother. The

bitches, when their puppies are taken away from

them, should be physicked ; they should have three

purging-balls given them, one every other morning,

and plenty of whey the intermediate day. If a bitch

bring only one or two puppies, and you have another

bitch that will take them ; by putting the puppies

to her, the former will be soon fit to hunt again :

she should, however, be physicked first ; and if her

dugs be anointed with brandy and water, it will also

be of service. The distemper makes dreadful havoc

with whelps at their walks, greatly owing, I believe,

[
l It is most important to keep the pups healthy until they are ready

to go to their walks, and it is as well to employ a boy to spend his entire

time in looking after them. At a month old they will begin drinking

milk if the boy takes a little trouble in tempting them, and the bitch will

thus have her task made easier. When the pups are ten days or a

fortnight old they should be put in movable kennels and taken on clean

ground, the bitch being allowed to roam where she lists, but the pups

may be kept in with a wire run. As soon as the pups will lap readily

they should be fed three times a day, and soaked bread or biscuit added

when they will eat it. A lad fond of animals will do this work better

than a man, with the occasional supervision of the huntsman. The dew
claws may be removed at about a month old, a sharp pair of scissors

being used for the purpose. Each litter should be marked in the ear

with a different letter or number in Indian ink, so that there will be no

confusion when they come back from walk. The best plan is to use

a letter and number together, and thus by changing the combination

several litters can be marked with one or two letters. This, when done

properly, makes branding unnecessary. When the pups are about eight

or nine weeks old they should be sent out to walk ; but before going

they should be dressed with a mixture of yellow sulphur and lard in

equal parts, adding about four teaspoonfuls of turpentine to a pound of

sulphur. Unless the pups look well when they go out you cannot expect

them to be in good order on their return.]

E
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to the little care that is taken of them there. I am
in doubt whether it might not be better to breed

them up yourself, and have a kennel on purpose. 1

You have a large orchard paled in, which would suit

them exactly ; and what else is wanted might easily

be obtained. There is, however, an objection that

perhaps may strike you : if the distemper once get

amongst them, they must all have it
;

yet, notwith-

standing that, as they will be constantly well fed,

and will lie warm, I am confident it would be the

saving of many lives. If you should adopt this

method, you must remember to use them early to

go in couples ; and, when they become of a proper

age, they must be walked out often ; for, should

they remain confined, they would neither have the

shape, health, or understanding, which they ought

to have. When I kept harriers, I bred up some

of the puppies at a distant kennel ; but, having no

servants there to exercise them properly, I found

them much inferior to such of their brethren as had

the luck to survive the many difficulties and dangers

which they had undergone at their walks : these were

afterwards equal to any thing, and afraid of nothing

;

while those that had been nursed with so much care,

were weakly and timid, and had every disadvantage

attending private education.

[
J This has been proved impossible. Hounds to be reared success-

fully must go out to walk ; the risks of accidents and distemper will

have to be chanced. The best plan is to give a handsome luncheon to

the puppy walkers and prizes for the best hounds ; this will encourage

the farmers to look after their charges and make them take an interest

in the pack. The hounds that survive the dangers of walks always appear

to have more sense than those that are kept at home.]
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I have often heard, as an excuse for hounds not

hunting a cold scent, that they were too high bred.

I confess, I know not what that means ; but this I

know, that hounds are frequently too ill-bred to be

of any service. It is judgment in the breeder, and

patience afterwards in the huntsman, that make them

hunt. 1

Young hounds are commonly named when first

put out, and sometimes, indeed, ridiculously enough
;

nor is it easy, when you breed many, to find suitable

or harmonious names for all
;

particularly as it is

usual to name all the whelps of one litter with the

same letter, which (to be systematically done) should

also be the initial letter of the dog that got them, or

the bitch that bred them. A baronet of my acquaint-

ance, a literal observer of the above rule, sent three

young hounds of one litter to a friend, all their names

beginning, as he said, with the letter G : Gowler,

Govial, and Galloper.

It is, indeed, of little consequence what huntsmen

call their hounds
;

yet, if you dislike an unmeaning

name, would it not be as well to leave the naming of

them till they are brought home ? They soon learn

their names, and a shorter list would do. Damons
and Delias would not then be necessary; nor need the

sacred names of Titus and Trajan be thus degraded.

It is true, there are many odd names which custom

authorises
;
yet I cannot think, because some drunken

fellow or other has christened his dog Tipler, or

1 Hounds which I had thought stiff-nosed for many years, I have seen

hunt the coldest scent, when once the impatience of youth had left them.
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Tapster, that there is the least reason to follow

the example. Pipers and Fiddlers, for the sake

of their music, we will not object to ; but Tiplers

and Tapsters your kennel will be much better

without.

However extraordinary you may think it, I can

assure you that I have myself seen a white Gipsey, a

grey Ruby, a dark Snowball, and a Blueman, of any

colour but blue. The huntsman of a friend of mine

being asked the name of a young hound, said " it was

Lyman." " Lyman !

" said his master, "why, James,

what does Lyman mean ?
" " Lord, Sir !

" replied

James, "what does any thing meant" A farmer, who
bred up two couple of hounds for me, whose names

were Merryman and Merrylass, Ferryman and

Furious, upon my inquiring after them, gave this

account :
" Merryman and Merrylass are both dead

;

but Ferryman, Sir, is a fine dog, and so is Ferrylass."

Madam, a usual name among hounds, is often, I

believe, very disrespectfully treated : I had an instance

of it the other day in my own huntsman, who, after

having rated Madam a great deal to no purpose (who,

to confess the truth, was much given to do otherwise

than she should), flew into a violent passion, and

hallooed out as loud as he could, Madam, you d—d
bitch /

As you desire a list of names, I will send you one.

I have endeavoured to class them according to their

different genders ; but you will perceive that some

names may be used indiscriminately for either. It is

not usual, I believe, to call a pointer Ringwood, or a
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greyhound Harmony ; and such names as are expres-

sive of speed, strength, courage, or other natural

qualities in a hound, I think most applicable to them.

Damons and Delias I have left out; the bold Thunder,

and the brisk Lightning, if you please, may supply

their places ; unless you prefer the method of the

gentleman I told you of, who intends naming his

hounds from the p—ge ; and, I suppose, he at

the same time will not be unmindful of the p—

y

c—rs.

If you mark the whelps in the side (which is called

branding them) when they are first put out (or perhaps

it may be better done after they have been out some

time), it may prevent their being stolen.

When young hounds are first taken in, they should

be kept separate from the pack ; and, as it will happen

at a time of the year when there is little or no hunting,

you may easily give them up one of the kennels and

grass-court adjoining. Their play ends frequently in

a battle ; it therefore is less dangerous, where all are

equally matched. What Somerville says on this sub-

ject is exceedingly beautiful.

But here, with watchful and observant eye,

Attend their frolicks, which too often end

In bloody broils and death. High o'er thy head

Wave thy resounding whip, and with a voice

Fierce-menacing o'er-rule the stern debate,

And quench their kindling rage ; for oft, in sport

Begun, combat ensues
;
growling they snarl,

Then on their haunches rear'd, rampant they seize

Each other's throats ; with teeth and claws, in gore

Besmear'd, they wound, they tear, till on the ground,

Panting, half dead the conquer'd champion lies :

Then sudden all the base ignoble crowd
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Loud-clam'ring seize the helpless worried wretch,

And, thirsting for his blood, drag diffrent ways
His mangled carcass on th' ensanguin'd plain.

O, breasts of pity void ! t' oppress the weak,

To point your vengeance at the friendless head,

And with one mutual cry insult the fall'n !

Emblem too just of man's degen'rate race.

If you find that they take a dislike to any particular

hound, the safest way will be to remove him, or it is

probable they will kill him at last. When a feeder

hears the hounds quarrel in the kennel, he halloos to

them to stop them. He then goes in among them,

and flogs every hound he can come near. How much

more reasonable, as well as more efficacious, would it

be, were he to see which were the combatants, before

he speaks to them ? Punishment would then fall, as

it ought, on the guilty only. In all packs there are

some hounds more quarrelsome than the rest ; and it

is to them we owe all the mischief that is done. If

you find that chastisement cannot quiet them, it

may be prudent to break their holders ; for since they

are not necessary to them for the meat they have to

eat, they are not likely to serve them in any good

purpose.

Young hounds ought to be fed twice a day, as they

seldom take kindly at first to the kennel meat, and the

distemper is most apt to seize them at this time. It is

better not to round them till they are thoroughly

settled ; nor should it be put off till the hot weather,

for then they would bleed too much. 1
If any of the

1 It may be better, perhaps, to round them at their quarters, when

about six months old ; should it be done sooner, it would make their ears
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dogs be thin over the back, or any more quarrelsome

than the rest, it will be of use to cut them : I also spay

such bitches as I think I shall not want to breed from;

they are more useful, are stouter, and are always in

better order; besides, it is absolutely necessary, if you

hunt late in the spring, or your pack will be very short

for want of it. It may be right to tell you, that the

latter operation does not always succeed ; it will be

necessary, therefore, to employ a skilful person, and

one on whom you can depend ; for, if it be ill done,

though they cannot have puppies, they will go to heat

notwithstanding, of which I have known many in-

stances ; and that, I apprehend, would not answer

your purpose, at any rate. They should be kept low

for several days before the operation is performed, and

must be fed on thin meat for some time after.

You ask me, what number of young hounds you

should breed, to keep up your stock? It is a question,

I believe, that no man can answer. It depends alto-

gether on contigencies. The deficiencies of one year

must be supplied the next. I should apprehend, from

thirty to thirty-five couple of old hounds, and from

eight to twelve couple of young ones, would, one year

with another, best suit an establishment which you do

not intend should much exceed forty couple. This

tuck up. 1 The tailing of them is usually done before they are put out

;

it might be better, perhaps, to leave it till they are taken in. Dogs must

not be rounded at the time they have the distemper upon them ; the loss

of blood would weaken them too much.

[* The operation of rounding the ears is not now practised in some
kennels, but if skilfully done it does not cause much pain, and saves

them being torn in thick coverts.]
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rule you should at the same time observe—never to

part with a useful old hound, or enter an unhandsome

young one.

I would advise you, in breeding, to be as little

prejudiced as possible in favour of your own sort; but

send your best bitches to the best dogs, be they where

they may. Those who breed only a few hounds, may

by chance have a good pack ; while those who breed a

great many (if, at the same time, they understand the

business) reduce it to a certainty. You say, you wish

to see your pack as complete as Mr. Meynell's : believe

me, my good friend, unless you were to breed as many

hounds, it is totally impossible. Those who breed the

greatest number of hounds have a right to expect the

best pack ; at least, it must be their own fault if they

have it not.
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NAMES OF HOUNDS.

A

DOGS.
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Carver
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Harasser

Havoc
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Mover
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Ransack



NAMES OF HOUNDS G3

Skilful
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Venomous
Venturesome

Venus



LETTER VI.

AFTER the young hounds have been rounded

ii and are well reconciled to the kennel, know the

huntsman, and begin to know their names, they should

be put into couples, and walked out amongst sheep.

If any be particularly snappish and troublesome,

you should leave the couples loose about their necks

in the kennel, till you find they are more reconciled to

them. If any be more stubborn than the rest, you

should couple them to old hounds rather than to

young ones ; and you should not couple two dogs

together, when you can avoid it. Young hounds are

awkward at first ; I should therefore advise you to

send out a few only at a time, with your people on

foot ; they will soon afterwards become handy enough

to follow a horse ; and care should be taken that the

couples be not too loose, lest they should slip their

necks out of the collar, and give trouble in catching

them again.

When they have been walked often in this manner

amongst the sheep, you may then uncouple a few at a

time, and begin to chastise such as offer to run after

them ; but you will soon find that the cry of ware

sheep, will stop them sufficiently without the whip

;

and the less this is used the better. With proper care

and attention, you will soon make them ashamed of it;

F 65
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but if once suffered to taste blood, you may find it

difficult to reclaim them. Various are the methods

used to break such dogs from sheep: some will couple

them to a ram, but that is breaking them with a

vengeance : you had better hang them. A late lord

of my acquaintance, who had heard of this method, and

whose whole pack had been often guilty of killing

sheep, determined to punish them, and to that intent

put the largest ram he could find into his kennel.

The men with their whips and voices, and the ram

with his horns, soon put the whole kennel into

confusion and dismay ; and the hounds and the ram

were then left together. Meeting a friend soon after

" Come," says he, " come with me to the kennel, and

see what rare sport the ram makes among the hounds

:

the old fellow lays about him stoutly, I assure you.

Egad he trims them : there is not a dog dares look

him in the face." His friend, who is a compassionate

man, pitied the hounds exceedingly, and asked, if he

was not afraid that some of them might be spoiled ?

" No ; d—n them," said he, " they deserve it, and let

them suffer." On they went : all was quiet : they

opened the kennel door, but saw neither ram nor

hound. The ram by this time was entirely eaten up,

and the hounds, having filled their bellies, were retired

to rest.

Without doubt it is best, when you air your

hounds, to take them out separately; the old ones one

day, another day the young: 1 but as I find your

1 It would be better still, to take out your hounds every day, the old

and young separately, when it can be done without inconvenience ; when

it cannot, a large grass-court will partly answer the same purpose.
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hounds are to have their whey at a distant dairy, on

those days both old and young may be taken out

together, observing only to take the young hounds in

couples when the old ones are along with them.

Young hounds are always ready for any kind of

mischief, and idleness might make even old ones too

apt to join them in it. Besides, should they break off

from the huntsman, the whipper-in is generally too ill-

mounted at this season of the year, easily to head and

bring them back. Run no such risk. My hounds

were near being spoiled, by the mere accident of a

horse's falling : the whipper-in was thrown from his

horse ; the horse ran away, and the whole pack

followed : a flock of sheep, which were at a little

distance, took fright, began to run, and the hounds

pursued them : the most vicious set on the rest, and

several sheep were soon pulled down and killed. I

mention this, to show you what caution is necessary

while hounds are idle; for though the fall of the horse

was not to be attributed to any fault of the man, yet

had the old hounds been taken out by themselves, or

had all the young ones been in couples, it is probable

that so common an accident would not have produced

so extraordinary an effect.

It is now time to stoop them to a scent. You had

better enter them at their own game : it will save you

much trouble afterwards. Many dogs, I believe, like

that scent best which they were first blooded to ; but

be that as it may, it is certainly most reasonable to

use them to that which it is intended they should

hunt. It may not be amiss, when they first begin
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to hunt, to put light collars on them. Young hounds

may easily get out of their knowledge ; and shy ones,

after they have been much beaten, may not choose

to return home : collars in that case, may prevent

their being lost.

You say, you should like to see your young hounds

run a trail-scent. I have no doubt that you would be

glad to see them run over an open down, where you

could so easily observe their action and their speed.

I cannot think the doing of it once or twice could

hurt your hounds ; and yet, as a sportsman, I dare

not recommend it to you. All that I shall say of it

is, that it would be less bad than entering them at

hare. A cat is as good a trail as any ; but on no

account should any trail be used after your hounds

are stooped to a scent.

I know an old sportsman who enters his young

hounds first at a cat, which he drags along the

ground for a mile or two, at the end of which he

turns out a badger, first taking care to break his

teeth : he takes out about two couple of old hounds

along with the young ones, to hold them on. He
never enters his young hounds but at vermin ; for he

says, " train up a child in the way he should go, and

when he is old he will not depart from it."

Summer hunting, though useful to young hounds,

is prejudicial to old ones ; I think, therefore, you will

do well to reserve some of the best of your draft-

hounds to enter your young hounds with, selecting

such as are most likely to set them a good example.

It is needless to tell you they should not be skirters,
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but, on the contrary, should be fair-hunting hounds
;

such as love a scent, and that hunt closest on the line

of it : it will be necessary that some of them should

be good finders, and all must be steady. Thus you

procure for your young hounds the best instructors,

and at the same time prevent two evils which would

necessarily ensue, were they taught by the whole

pack— one, that of corrupting, and getting into

scrapes, such as are not much wiser than themselves

;

and the other, that of occasioning much flogging and

rating, which always shies and interrupts the hunting

of an old hound. An old hound is a sagacious

animal, and is not fond of trusting himself in the way

of an enraged whipper-in, who, as experience has

taught him, can flog severely, and can flog unjustly.

By attending to this advice, you will improve one

part of your pack, without prejudice to the other

;

while such as never separate their young hounds from

the old, are not likely to have any of them steady.

You ask, at what time you should begin to enter

your young hounds ? that question is easily answered
;

for you certainly should begin with them as soon as

you can. The time must vary in different countries :

in corn countries, it may not be possible to hunt

till after the corn is cut ; in grass countries, you may
begin sooner ; and, in woodlands, you may hunt as

soon as you please. If you have plenty of foxes,

and can afford to make a sacrifice of some of them,

for the sake of making your young hounds steady,

take them first where you have least riot, putting

some of the steadiest of your old hounds amongst
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them. If in such a place you are fortunate enough to

find a litter of foxes, you may assure yourself you

will have but little trouble with your young hounds

afterwards. 1

Such young hounds as are most riotous at first,

generally speaking, I think, are best in the end. A
gentleman in my neighbourhood was so thoroughly

convinced of this, that he complained bitterly of a

young pointer to the person who gave it him, because

he had done no mischief. However, meeting the

same person some time after, he told him the dog,

he believed, would prove a good one at last. " How
so?" demanded his friend; "it was but the other

day that you said he was good for nothing." " True ;

but he has killed me nineteen turkeys since that."

If, owing to a scarcity of foxes, you should stoop

your hounds at hare, let them by no means have the

blood of her ; nor, for the sake of consistency, give

them any encouragement. Hare-hunting has one

advantage : hounds are chiefly in open ground, where

you can easily command them ; but, notwithstanding

that, if foxes be in tolerable plenty, keep them to

their own game, and forget not the advice of the old

sportsman.

Frequent hallooing is of use with young hounds :

it keeps them forward, prevents their being lost, and

hinders them from hunting after the rest. The

[
x The first time you take out the entry at the commencement of the

cub-hunting season, go, if possible, to a small covert or spinney where

you are certain there is a litter of cubs, and use every means in your

power to catch one. Don't make the young hounds sick by drawing

unlikely places first.]
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oftener, therefore, a fox is seen and hallooed, the

better : it serves to let them in, makes them eager,

makes them exert themselves, and teaches them to

be handy. I must tell you, at the same time I say

this, that I by no means approve of much hallooing

to old hounds ; and though I frequently am guilty

of it myself, it is owing to my spirits, which lead me
into an error which my judgment condemns. It is

true, there is a time when hallooing is of use, a time

when it does hurt, and a time when it is perfectly

indifferent ; but it is long practice, and great attention

to hunting, that must teach you the application. 1

Hounds, at their first entering, cannot be en-

couraged too much. When they are become handy,

love a scent, and begin to know what is right, it will

be soon enough to chastise them for doing wrong ; in

which case, one severe beating will save a deal of

trouble. You should recommend to your whipper-in,

when he flogs a hound, to make use of his voice as

well as his whip ; and let him remember, that the

smack of the whip is often of as much use as the lash,

to one that has felt it.
2

If any be very unsteady, it

P There is only one person whose voice should be heard cheering

hounds, and that is the huntsman. Different people holloaing confuse

both young and old hounds. A whipper-in with a good voice may do a

great deal of harm, and he should be told never to speak except a rate

or in putting the pack on to their huntsman. The Duke of Beaufort

and Lord Lonsdale supply their huntservants with whistles to use instead

of holloaing away from a covert, and I am surprised this excellent plan

has not become more general.]

[
2 Hounds, like children, should never be unjustly punished, and

should never be punished if a rating will serve the purpose. The
education and correction of a pack should be done in private, not

before a large field.]
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will not be amiss to send them out by themselves,

when the men go out to exercise their horses. If you

have hares in plenty, let some be found sitting, and

turned out before them ; and you will soon find the

most riotous will not run after them. If you intend

them to be made steady from deer, they should often

see deer, and they will not regard them ; and if, after

a probation of this kind, you turn out a cub before

them, with some old hounds to lead them on, you

may assure yourself they will not be unsteady long

;

for, as Somerville rightly observes,

Easy the lesson of the youthful train,

When instinct prompts, and when example guides.

Flogging hounds in the kennel (the frequent practice

of most huntsmen) I hold in abhorrence : it is unrea-

sonable, unjust, and cruel ; and, carried to the excess

we sometimes see it, is a disgrace to humanity.

Hounds that are old offenders, that are very riotous,

and at the same time very cunning, it may be difficult

to catch; such hounds may be excepted; they deserve

punishment wherever taken, and you should not fail

to give it them when you can. This, you will allow,

is a particular case, and necessity may excuse it ; but

let not the peace and quiet of your kennel be often

thus disturbed. When your hounds offend, punish

them ; when caught in the fact, then let them suffer

;

and, if you be severe, at least be just.

When your young hounds stoop to a scent, are

become handy, know a rate, and stop easily, you may

then begin to put them into the pack, a few only at a
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time : nor do I think it advisable to begin this, till the

pack have been out a few times by themselves, and

are gotten well in blood. I should also advise you to

take them the first day where they are most sure to

find ; as long rest makes all hounds riotous, and they

may do that en gaietd de coeur, which they would not

think of at another time. Let your hounds be low

in flesh when you begin to hunt : the ground is

generally hard at that season, and they are liable to

be shaken.

If your covers be large, you will find the straight

horn of use ; and I am sorry to hear that you do not

approve of it. You ask me why I like it ?—not

as a musician, I can assure you. It signifies little,

in our way, what the noise is, as long as it is under-

stood.
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UNLESS I had kept a regular journal of all that

has been done in the kennel, from the time

when my young hounds were first taken in, to the end

of the last season, it would be impossible, I think, to

answer all the questions which, in your last Letter,

you ask concerning them. I wish that a memory,

which is far from a good one, would enable me to

give the information that you desire. If I am to be

more circumstantial than in my former Letter, I must

recollect as well as I can the regular system of my
own kennel ; and, if I am to write from memory,

you will, without doubt, excuse the want of the

lucidtis ordo. It shall be my endeavour, that the

information which these Letters contain shall not

mislead you.

You wish me to explain what I mean by hounds

being handy. It respects their readiness to do what-

ever is required of them ; and particularly, when cast,

to turn easily which way the huntsman pleases.
l

I was told the other day by a sportsman, that he

1 My hounds are frequently walked about the courts of the kennel, the

whipper-in following them, and rating them after the huntsman : this

and the sending them out (after they have been fed) with the people on

foot, contribute greatly to make them handy.

74
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considers the management of hounds as a regular

system of education, from the time when they are

first taken into the kennel : I perfectly agree with

this gentleman ; and am well convinced, that if you

expect sagacity in your hound when he is old, you

must be mindful what instruction he receives from

you in his youth ; for as he is, of all animals, the

most docile, he is also most liable to bad habits.

A diversity of character, constitution, and disposition,

are to be observed Amongst them ; which, to be made

the most of, must be carefully attended to, and differ-

ently treated. I do not pretend to have succeeded

in it myself; yet you will perceive, perhaps, that I

have given it some attention.

I begin to hunt with my young hounds in August.

The employment of my huntsman the preceding

months is to keep his old hounds healthy and quiet,

by giving them proper exercise ; and to get his

young hounds forward. 1 They are called over often

in the kennel : it uses them to their names, to the

huntsman, and to the whipper-in. They are walked

out often among sheep, hares, and deer : it uses them

to a rate. Sometimes he turns down a cat before

them, which they hunt up to, and kill ; and, when the

time of hunting approaches, he turns out badgers, or

young foxes, taking out some of the steadiest of

his old hounds to lead them on : this teaches them to

1 Nothing will answer this purpose so well as taking them out often.

Let your huntsman lounge about with them : nothing will make them so

handy. Let him get off his horse frequently, and encourage them to

come to him : nothing will familiarise them so much : too great restraint

will oftentimes incline hounds to be riotous.
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hunt. He draws small covers and furze brakes with

them, to use them to a halloo, and to teach them

obedience. If they find improper game, and hunt it,

they are stopped and brought back ; and as long as

they will stop at a rate, they are not chastised.

Obedience is all that is required of them, till they

have been sufficiently taught the game that they

are to pursue : an obstinate deviation from it after-

wards is never pardoned. It is an observation of the

Marchese Beccaria, that " La certezza di un castigo,

benche moderato, fara sempre una maggiore im-

pressione, che non il timore di un altro piu terribile,

unito colla speranza, della 'impunita."

When my young hounds are taken out to air, my
huntsman takes them into that country in which they

are designed to hunt. It is attended with this

advantage : they acquire a knowledge of the country,

and, when left behind at any time, cannot fail to find

their way home more easily.

When they begin to hunt, they are first taken into

a large cover of my own, which has many ridings cut

in it, and where young foxes are turned out every

year on purpose for them. Here they are taught the

scent that they are to follow, are encouraged to

pursue it, and are stopped from every other. Here

they are blooded to fox. I must also tell you, that,

as foxes are plentiful in this cover, the principal earth

is not stopped ; and the foxes are checked back, or

some of them let in, as may best suit the purpose

of blooding. After they have been hunted a few

days in this manner, they are then sent to more
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distant covers, and more old hounds are added to

them : there they continue to hunt, till they are taken

into the pack, which is seldom later than the be-

ginning of September ; for by that time they will

have learned what is required of them, and they

seldom give much trouble afterwards. 1 In September

I begin to hunt in earnest ; and after the old hounds

have killed a few foxes, the young hounds are put

into the pack, two or three couple at a time, till

all have hunted. They are then divided ; and as

I seldom have occasion to take in more than nine or

ten couple, one half are taken out one day, the other

half the next, till all are steady.

Two other methods of entering young hounds I

have practised occasionally, as the number of hounds

have required ; for instance, if that number be con-

siderable (fifteen or sixteen couple), I make a large

draft of my steadiest hounds, which are kept with

the young hounds in a separate kennel, and are

hunted with them all the first part of the season.

This, when the old hounds begin to hunt, makes two

distinct packs, and is always attended with great

trouble and inconvenience. Nothing hurts a pack

so much, as to enter many young hounds ; since it

must be considerably weakened, by being robbed of

those which are the most steady ; and yet young

hounds can do nothing- without their assistance.

Such, therefore, as constantly enter their young

hounds in this manner, will, sometimes at least,

1 Sport, in fox-hunting, cannot be said to begin before October; but,

in the two preceding months, a pack is either made or marred.
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have two indifferent packs, instead of one good

one.

In the other method, the young hounds are well

awed from sheep, but never stooped to a scent till

they are taken out with the pack: they are then taken

out, a few only at a time ; and, if your pack be

perfectly steady, and well manned, may not give you

much trouble. The method I first mentioned, is that

which I most commonly practise, being most suitable

to the number of young hounds that I usually enter

—

nine or ten couple : if you have fewer, the last will

be most convenient. The one which requires two

distinct packs, is on too extensive a plan to suit your

establishment, requiring more horses and more hounds

than you intend to keep. 1

Though I have mentioned, in a former Letter,

from eight to twelve couple of young hounds, as a

sufficient number to keep up your pack to its present

establishment
;
yet it is always best to have a reserve

1 To render fox-hunting perfect, no young hounds should be taken

into the pack the first season ; a requisite too expensive for most sports-

men. The pack should consist of about forty couple of hounds, that

have hunted one, two, three, four, or five seasons. The young pack

should consist of about twenty couple of young hounds, and about an

equal number of old ones. They should have a separate establishment

;

nor should the two kennels be near enough to interfere with each

other. The season over, the best of the young hounds should be taken

into the pack, and the draft of old ones exchanged for them. To enable

you every season to take in twenty couple of young hounds, many must

be bred ; and, of course, the greater your choice, the handsomer your

pack will become. It will always be easy to keep up the number of old

hounds ; for, when your own draft is not sufficient, drafts from other

packs may easily be obtained, and at a small expense. When young

hounds are hunted together the first season, and have not a sufficient

number of old hounds along with them, it does them more harm than

good.
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of a few couple more than you want, in case of acci-

dents ; since, from the time you make your draft to

the time of hunting, is a long period, and their exist-

ence, at that age and season, very precarious ; besides,

when they are safe from the disorder, they are not

always safe from each other ; and a summer seldom

passes without some losses of that kind. At the same

time I must tell you, that I should decline entering

more than are necessary to keep up the pack ; since a

great number would only create useless trouble and

vexation.

You wish to know what number of old hounds you

should hunt with the young ones : that must depend

on the strength of your pack, and the number which

you choose to spare ; if good and steady, ten or twelve

couple will be sufficient.

My young hounds, and such old ones as are in-

tended to hunt along with them, 1 are kept in a kennel

by themselves till the young hounds are hunted with

the pack. I need not, I am sure, enumerate the many
reasons that make this regulation necessary.

1 never trust my young hounds in the forest till

they have been well blooded to fox, and seldom put

more than a couple into the pack at a time: 2 the others

are walked out amongst the deer when the men exer-

cise their horses, and are severely chastised if they

1 Some also take out their unsteady hounds when they enter the

young ones : I doubt the propriety of it.

2
I sometimes send all my young hounds together into the forest, with

four or five couple of old hounds only ; such as I know they cannot spoil.

As often as any of them break off to deer, they are taken up and flogged.

When they lose one fox they try for another, and are kept out till they

are all made tolerably steady.
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take any notice of them : they also draw covers with

them ; selecting those where they can best see their

hounds, and most easily command them, and where

there is the least chance to find a fox. On these

occasions, I had rather they should have to rate their

hounds than encourage them. It requires less judg-

ment, and, if improperly done, is less dangerous in

its consequences. One halloo of encouragement to a

wrong scent, more than undoes all that you have

been doing.

When young hounds begin to love a scent, it

may be of use to turn out a badger before them :

you will then be able to discover what improvement

they have made. I mention a badger, on a supposi-

tion that young foxes cannot so well be spared

;

besides, the badger, being a slower animal, he may

easily be followed, and driven the way you choose

he should run.

The day you intend to turn out a fox, or badger,

you will do well to send them amongst hares, or

deer. A little rating and flogging, before they are

encouraged to vermin, is of the greatest use ; as it

teaches them as well what they should not, as what

they should, do. I have known a badger run several

miles, if judiciously managed ; for which purpose,

he should be turned out in a very open country,

and followed by a person who has more sense than

to ride on the line of him. If he do not meet with a

cover, or hedge, in his way, he will keep on for

several miles ; if he do, you will not be able to

get him any farther. You should give him a great
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deal of law, and you will do well to break his

teeth. l

If you run any cubs to ground in an indifferent

country, and do not want blood, bring them home,

and they will be of use to your young hounds. Turn

out bag-foxes to your young hounds, but never to

your old ones. I object to them on many accounts :

but of bag-foxes I shall have occasion to speak

hereafter.

The day after your hounds have had blood, is also

a proper time to send them where there is riot, and

to chastise them, if they deserve it : it is always best

to correct them when they cannot help knowing what

they are corrected for. When you send out your

hounds for this purpose, the later they go out the

better ; as the worse the scent is, the less inclinable

will they be to run it, and, of course, will give less

trouble in stopping them. It is a common practice

with huntsmen, to flog their hounds most unmercifully

in the kennel. I have already mentioned my disap-

probation of it ; but, if many of your hounds be obsti-

nately riotous,
2 you may with less impropriety put a

live hare into the kennel to them, flogging- them as

often as they approach her : they will then have some

1 The critic says, " there is neither justice nor equity in breaking his

teeth." {Vide. Monthly Review.) I confess there is not; and I never

know that it is done, but I feel all the force of the observation. It is a

custom, as Shakespeare says on another occasion,

" More honoured in the breach than the observance."

2 This passage has also been thought deserving of censure, though its

motive is humane. By these means the disobedient are taught obedience,

and a more general punishment prevented, which the effect of bad

example might otherwise make necessary.

G
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notion, at least, for what they are beaten ; but let me
entreat you, before this charivari 1 begins, to draft off

your steady hounds : an animal to whom we owe so

much good diversion, should not be ill-used unneces-

sarily. When a hare is put into the kennel, the

huntsman and both the whippers-in should be

present ; and the whippers-in should flog every

hound, calling him by his name, and rating him as

often as he is near the hare ; and upon this occasion

they cannot cut them too hard, or rate them too

much. When they think they have chastised them

enough, the hare should then be taken away, the

huntsman should halloo off his hounds, and the

whippers-in should rate them to him. If any one

love hare more than the rest, you may tie a dead one

round his neck, flogging him and rating him at the

same time. This possibly may make him ashamed

of it. I never bought a lot of hounds, some of

which were not obliged to undergo this discipline.

Either hares are less plentiful in other countries, or

other sportsmen are less nice in making their hounds

steady from them.

I would advise you to hunt your large covers with

your young hounds : it will tire them out
;

2 a

1 A confusion arising from a variety of noises. It is a custom in

France and in Switzerland, if a woman marry sooner than is usual after

the death of her husband, or a woman get the better of her husband

when attempting to chastise her, and return the beating with interest

—

the neighbours give them a charivarij a kind of concert, composed of

tongs, fire-shovels, kettles, brass pans, &c, &c.

2 Provided that you have old hounds enough out to carry on the

scent : if you have not a body of old hounds to keep up a cry on the

right scent, the young ones, as soon as the ground becomes foiled, will
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necessary step towards making them steady ;— will

open the cover against the time you begin in earnest

;

and, by disturbing the large covers early in the year,

foxes will be shy of them in the season, and show

you better chases ; besides, as they are not likely to

break from thence, you can do no hurt to the corn,

and may begin before it is cut.

If your hounds be very riotous, and you are

obliged to stop them often from hare, it will be

advisable to try on (however late it may be) till you

find a fox ; as the giving them encouragement should,

at such a time, prevail over every other consideration.

Though all young hounds are given to riot, yet the

better they are bred, the less trouble will they be

likely to give. Pointers, well bred, stand naturally
;

and hi^h-bred fox-hounds love their own game best.

Such, however, as are very riotous, should have little

rest : you should hunt them one day in large covers

where foxes are in plenty ; the next day they should

be walked out amongst hares and deer, and stopped

from riot ; the day following be hunted again, as

before. Old hounds, which I have had from other

packs (particularly such as have been entered at

hare), I have sometimes found incorrigible ; but I

never yet knew a young hound so riotous, but, by

this management, he soon became steady.

When hounds are rated and do not answer the

rate, they should be coupled up immediately, and be

be scattered about the cover, hunting old scents, and will not get on fast

enough to tire themselves. Young hounds should never be taken into

large covers where there is much riot, unless whippers-in can easily get

at them.
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made to know the whipper-in : in all probability this

method will save any farther trouble. These fellows

sometimes flog hounds unmercifully, and some of

them seem to take pleasure in their cruelty : I am
sure, however, I need not desire you to prevent any

excess in correction.

I have heard, that no fox-hounds will break off to

deer, after once a fox is found. I cannot say that the

experience I have had of this diversion will in anywise

justify the remark : let me advise you, therefore, to

seek a surer dependence. Before you hunt your young

hounds where hares are in plenty, let them be awed

and stopped from hare : before you hunt amongst

deer, let them not only see deer, but let them draw

covers where deer are ; for you must not be surprised,

if, after they are so far steady as not to run them in

view, they should challenge on the scent of them.

Unless you take this method with your young hounds

before you put them into the pack, you will run a risk

of corrupting the old ones, and may suffer continual

vexation, by hunting with unsteady hounds. I have

already told you, that, after my young hounds are

taken into the pack, I still take out but very few at a

time when I hunt among deer : I also change them

when I take out others ; for the steadiness they may

have acquired could be but little depended on, were

they to meet with any encouragement to be riotous.

I confess, that I think first impressions of more con-

sequence than they are in general thought to be : I

not only enter my young hounds to vermin on that

account, but I even use them, as early as I can, to the
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strongest covers and thickest brakes ; and I seldom

find that they are shy of them afterwards. A friend of

mine has assured me, that he once entered a spaniel to

snipes, and the dog ever after was partial to them,

preferring them to every other bird.

If you have martin-cats within your reach, as all

hounds are fond of their scent, you will do well to

enter your young hounds in the covers they frequent.

The martin-cat, being a small animal, by running the

thickest brakes it can find, teaches hounds to run

cover, and is therefore of the greatest use. I do not

much approve of hunting them with the old hounds :

they show but little sport ; are continually climbing

trees ; and as the cover they run seldom fails to

scratch and tear hounds considerably, I think you

might be sorry to see your whole pack disfigured by

it. The agility of this little animal is really wonderful

;

and though it frequently falls from a tree in the midst

of a whole pack of hounds, all intent on catching it,

there are but few instances, I believe, of a martin's

being caught by them in that situation.

In summer, hounds might hunt in an evening. I

know a pack that, after having killed one fox in the

morning with the young hounds, killed another in the

evening with the old ones. Scent generally lies well

at the close of the day
;
yet there is a great objection

to hunting at that time ; animals are then more easily

disturbed, and you have a greater variety of scents

than at an earlier hour.

Having given you all the information that I can

possibly recollect, with regard to my own management
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of young hounds, I shall now take notice of that part

of your last letter, where, I am sorry to find, our

opinions differ. Obedience, you say, is everything

necessary in a hound, and it is of little consequence by

what means it is obtained. I cannot altogether concur

in that opinion ; for I think it very necessary that the

hound should at the same time understand you

:

obedience, under proper management, will be a neces-

sary consequence of it. Obedience, surely, is not all

that is required of them : they should be taught to

distinguish of themselves right from wrong, or I know

not how they are to be managed when, as it fre-

quently happens, we cannot see what they are at,

and must take their words for it. A hound that

hears a voice which has often rated him, and that

hears the whip which he has often felt, I know will

stop. I also know that he will commit the same

fault again, if he has been accustomed to be guilty

of it.

Obedience, you very rightly observe, is a necessary

quality in a hound, for he is useless without it. It is,

therefore, an excellent principle for a huntsman to set

out upon
;

yet, good as it is, I think it may be

carried too far. I would not have him insist on too

much, or torment his hounds mal-a-propos, by forcibly

exacting from them what is not absolutely necessary

to your diversion. He intends, you say, to enter

your young hounds at hare : is it to teach them

obedience ? Does he mean to encourage vice in

them, for the sake of correcting it afterwards ? I

have heard, indeed, that the way to make hounds
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steady from hare, is to enter them at hare; 1 that is,

to encourage them to hunt her. The belief of so

strange a paradox requires more faith than I can

pretend to.

It concerns me to be under the necessity of differ-

ing from you in opinion ; but, since it cannot now be

helped, we will pursue the subject, and examine it

throughout. Permit me then to ask you, what it is

that you propose from entering your hounds at hare ?

Two advantages, I shall presume, you expect from

it : the teaching of your hounds to hunt, and teaching

them to be obedient. However necessary you may

think these requisites in a hound, I cannot but flatter

myself that they are to be acquired by less exception-

able means. The method I have already mentioned

to make hounds obedient, as it is practised in my own

kennel—that or
calling them over often in the kennel,

to use them to their names, 2 and walking them out

often among sheep, hares, and deer, from which they

are stopped, to use them to a rate, in my opinion,

would answer /our purpose better. The teaching

your hounds to hunt, is by no means so necessary as

you seem to imagine : Nature will teach it them ; nor

need you give yourself so much concern about

it. Art will only be necessary to prevent them

from hunting wiat they ought not to hunt; and

1 In proper hands, ei her method may do. The method here proposed

seems best suited to foxhounds in general, as well as to those who have

the direction of them. The talents of some men are superior to all

rules ; nor is their succes any positive proof of the goodness of their

method. See page 70.

2 See note, page 36.
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do you think your method a proper one to accom-

plish it ?

The first, and most essential, thing towards making

hounds obedient, I suppose, is to make them under-

stand you ; nor do I apprehend that you will find any

difficulty on their parts, but such as may be occasioned

on yours. 1 The language that we use to them to

convey our meaning should never vary ; still less

should we alter the very meaning of the terms we
use. Would it not be absurd to encourage when we
mean to rate? and, if we did, could we expect to

be obeyed ? You will not deny this ; and yet you

are guilty of no less an inconsistence, when you

encourage your hounds to run a scent to-day, which

you know, at the same time, you must be obliged to

break them from to-morrow. Is it not running

counter to justice and to reason ?

I confess, that there is some use in hunting young

hounds where you can easily command them ; but

even this you may pay too dearly for. Enter your

hounds in small covers, or in such lar^e ones as have

ridings cut in them : whippers-in can then get at

them ; can always see what they are at ; and I have

no doubt that you may have a pact of fox-hounds

steady to fox by this means, without adopting so

preposterous a method as that of first making hare-

hunters of them. You will find tlat hounds, thus

taught what game they are to hun:, and what they

1 Were huntsmen to scream continually to fteir hounds, using the

same halloo whether they were drawing, casting or running, the hounds

could not understand them, and probably would show on every occasion

as little attention to them as they would deservel
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are not, will stop at a word ; because they will

understand you ; and, after they have been treated

in this manner, a smack only of the whip will spare

you the inhumanity of cutting your hounds in pieces

(not very justly), for faults which you yourself have

encouraged them to commit.

In your last letter you seem very anxious to get

your young hounds well blooded to fox, at the same

time that you talk of entering them at hare. How
am I to reconcile such contradictions? If the blood

of fox be of so much use, surely you cannot think the

blood of hare a matter of indifference, unless you

should be of opinion that a fox is better eating. You

may think, perhaps, it was not intended they should

hunt sheep
;
yet we very well know, that when once

they have killed sheep, they have no dislike to

mutton afterwards.

You have conceived an idea, perhaps, that a fox-

hound is designed by Nature to hunt a fox : yet,

surely, if that were your opinion, you would not think

of entering him at any other game. I cannot, how-

ever, suppose Nature designed the dog which we call

a fox-hound to hunt a fox only, since we very well

know that he will also hunt other animals. That a

well-bred fox-hound may give a preference to vermin,

ccsteris paribus, I will not dispute : it is very possible

he may ; but of this I am certain, that every fox-

hound will leave a bad scent of fox for a good one of

either hare or deer, unless he has been made steady

from them ; and in this I shall not fear to be

contradicted. But, as I do not wish to enter into
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abstruse reasoning with you, or think it in anywise

material to our present purpose, whether the dogs we

call fox-hounds were originally designed by Nature

to hunt fox, or not, we will drop the subject. I must,

at the same time, beg leave to observe, that dogs are

not the only animals in which an extraordinary

diversity of species has happened since the days of

Adam. Yet a great naturalist tells us, that man is

nearer, by eight degrees, to Adam, than is the dog

to the first dog of his race ; since the age of man is

fourscore years, and that of a dog but ten. It there-

fore follows, that if both should equally degenerate,

the alteration would be eight times more remarkable

in the door than in man.

The two most necessary questions which result

from the foregoing premises, are, Whether hounds

entered at hare are perfectly steady afterwards to fox ?

and, Whether steadiness be not attainable by more

reasonable terms ? Having never hunted with gentle-

men who follow this practice, I must leave the first

question for others to determine ; but, having always

had my hounds steady, I can myself answer the

second.

The objections that I have now made to the treat-

ment of young hounds by some huntsmen, though

addressed, my friend, to you, are general objections,

and should not personally offend you. I know no man

more just or more humane than yourself. For the

disapprobation which you so strongly marked in your

last letter, of the severity used in some kennels, the

noble animal that we both admire is much beholden
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to you : your intention of being present yourself the

first time a hound is flogged, to see how your new

whipper-in behaves himself, is a proof of benevolence,

which the Italian author of the most humane book 1

could not fail to commend you for. Huntsmen and

whippers-in are seldom so unlucky as to have your

feelings
;

yet custom, which authorises them to flog

hounds unmercifully, does not do away the barbarity

of it. A gentleman seeing a girl skinning eels alive,

asked her "if it was not very cruel?" "Oh, not at

all, Sir," replied the girl ; "they be used to it /"

1 Dei delitti e delle pene.



LETTER VIII.

YOU desire to know if there be any remedy for

the distemper among dogs : I shall therefore

mention all the disorders that my hounds have ex-

perienced, and point out the remedies which have

been of service to them. The distemper that you

inquire about, is, I believe, the most fatal (the plague

only excepted) that any animal is subject to : though

not long known in this country, it is almost incon-

ceivable what numbers have been destroyed by it in

so short a period ; several hundreds I can myself

place to this mortifying account. It seems happily to

be now on the decline ; at least, is less frequent, and

more mild ; and probably, in time, may be entirely

removed. The effects of it are too generally known,

to need any description of them here— I wish the

remedies were known as well !

*

A brother sportsman communicated to me a

I
1 All remedies to be of use in distemper must be given in the earlier

stages of the disease. Directly a hound shows symptoms he should be

isolated, and dosed with Gillard's compound or quinine until the fever

abates, being kept meanwhile in a warm dry place, free from draughts.

Eyes and nose should be sponged clean twice a day with tepid water, in

which there is a little disinfectant. When the fever has gone, Pacita will

be found a very useful tonic to restore the hound to health again. Like

influenza in man, it is the ailments that are left behind that generally

prove fatal in distemper. Each sick hound should have a small kennel

to itself, with plenty of clean dry straw on the bench, and creosoted saw-

dust on the floor, which should not be swilled down. The droppings

92
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remedy, from which, he said, his hounds had found

great benefit, viz. an ounce of Peruvian bark in a glass

of Port wine, taken twice a day. It is not infallible,

but, in some stages of this disorder, is certainly of use.

The hound most infected that ever I knew to recover,

was a large staghound : he lay five days, without being

able to get off the bench, receiving little nourishment

during the whole time of the disorder, except this

medicine, with which he drank three bottles of Port

wine. You may think, perhaps, that the feeder

drank his share ; and, probably, he might, had it not

been sent ready mixed up with the bark. I once

tried the poudre unique, thinking it a proper medicine

for a disorder which is said to be putrid ; but I cannot

say anything in its favour, with regard to dogs at least.

Norris's drops I have also given, and with success.

I gave a large tablespoonful of them in an equal

quantity of Port wine, three times a day : as the dog

grew better, I lessened the quantity. When dogs run

much at the nose, nothing will contribute more to the

cure of them than keeping that part clean : when that

cannot conveniently be done, emetics will be necessary:

the best that I know is, a large spoonful of common
salt, dissolved in three spoonfuls of warm water. 1

The first symptom of this disorder, generally, is a

cough. As soon as it is perceived among my young

hounds, great attention is paid to them. They have

should be shovelled up and either burnt or covered with quicklime.

They are the frequent cause of infection from one season to the other,

the germs probably lying dormant and breeding in the ground.]
1 The quantity of salt must be proportioned to the size of the dog, and

to the difficulty there may be to make him vomit.
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plenty of clean straw, and are fed oftener and better

than at other times : so long as they continue to eat

the kennel meat, they are kept together ; as soon as

any of them refuse to feed, they are removed into

another kennel ; the door of the lodging-room is left

open in the day, and they are only shut up at night

:

being out in the air, is of great service to them. To
such as are very bad, I give N orris's drops ; to others,

emetics ; while some only require to be better fed

than ordinary, and need no other remedy. 1 They

should be fed from the kitchen, when they refuse the

kennel meat. Sometimes they will lose the use of

their hinder parts : bleeding them, by cutting off the

last joint of the tail, may perhaps be of service to

them. I cannot speak of it with any certainty
;
yet I

have reason to think that I once saved a favourite

dog by this operation. In short, by one method or

another, I think they may sometimes be recovered.

The likeliest preservative for those that are well,

is keeping them warm at night, and feeding them

high. This disorder being probably infectious, it is

better to provide an hospital for such as are seized

with it, which should be in the back part of the

kennel. There is no doubt that some kennels are

healthier than others, and consequently less liable to

it. I apprehend mine to be one of those ; for, in a

dozen years, I do not believe that I have lost half

that number of old hounds, although I lose so great

a number of whelps at their walks. Neighbouring

1 Hounds that have the distemper upon them have but little appetite.

By feeding two or three together, they eat more greedily.
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kennels have not been equally fortunate : I have

observed in some of them a disorder unknown in

mine ; I mean a swelling in the side, which sometimes

breaks, but soon after forms again, and generally

proves fatal at last. I once heard a friend of mine

say, whose kennel is subject to this complaint, that he

never knew but one instance of a dog that recovered

from it. I have, however, since known another, in a

dog that I had from him, which I cured by frequently

rubbincr with a digestive ointment : the tumour broke

and formed again several times, till at last it entirely

disappeared. The disorder that we have now been

treating of has this, I think, in common with the

putrid sore throat, that it usually attacks the weakest.

Women are more apt to catch the sore throat than

men ; children than women ; and young hounds more

readily catch this disorder than old. When it seizes

whelps at their walks, or young hounds when first

taken from them, it is then most dangerous. I also

think that madness, their inflammatory fever, is less

frequent than it was before this disorder was known.

There are few disorders to which dogs are so sub-

ject as the mange. Air and exercise, wholesome

food, and cleanliness, are the best preservatives

against it. Your feeder should be particularly

attentive to it ; and when he perceives any spot upon

them, let him rub it with the following mixture :

A pint of train oil,

Three quarters of a pint of turpentine,

Three quarters of a pound of sulphur,

Two ounces of sulphur vivus,

Mixed well together, and kept in a bottle.
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If the disorder should be bad enough to resist that,

three mild purging balls (one every other day) should

be given, and the dog laid up for a little while

afterwards. For the red mange, you may use the

following

:

l

Four ounces of quicksilver,

Two ounces of Venice turpentine,

One pound of hog's-lard.

The quicksilver and turpentine are to be rubbed

together till the globules all disappear. When you

apply it, you must rub an ounce (once a day) upon

the part affected, for three days successively. This

is to be used when the hair comes off, or any redness

appears.

How wonderful is the fatigue which a fox-hound

undergoes ! Could you count the miles that he runs,

the number would appear almost incredible. This he

undergoes cheerfully, and perhaps three times a week

through a long season : his health, therefore, well

deserves your care ; nor should you suffer the least

taint to injure it. Huntsmen are frequently too

negligent in this point. I know one in particular,

a famous one too, whose kennel was never free from

the mange ; and the smell of brimstone was oftentimes

stronger, I believe, in the noses of his hounds than

the scent of the fox. If you choose to try a curious

prescription for the cure of the mange, in the Phil.

Trans. No. 25, p. 451, you will find the following:

\} We are told that there are three distinct types of mange, but there

are probably several variations of each. This mixture, when well rubbed

into the skin, will be found a cure for nearly every variety : i lb. black

sulphur, 1 pint train oil, J pint turpentine, \ lb. Stockholm tar, 2 ozs.

glycerine.]
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" Mr. Cox procured an old mongrel cur, all over

mangy, of a middle size ; and having some hours

before fed him plentifully with cheese-parings and

milk, he prepared his jugular vein ; then he made

a strong lio-ature on his neck, that the venal blood

might be emitted with the greater impetus ; after

this, he took a young land spaniel, about the same

bigness, and prepared his jugular vein likewise, that

the descendant part might receive the mangy dog's

blood, and the ascendant discharge his own into a

dish : he transfused about fourteen or sixteen ounces

of the blood of the infected into the veins of the

sotcnd dog. By this experiment there appeared no

alteration in the sound one ; but the mangy dog was,

in about ten days or a fortnight's time, perfectly

cured ; and possibly this is the quickest and surest

remedy for that disease, either in man or beast."

Hounds sometimes are bitten by vipers. Sweet-oil

has been long deemed a certain antidote : some

should be applied to the part, and some taken in-

wardly ; though a friend of mine informs me, that

the common cheese-rennet, externally applied, is a

more efficacious remedy than oil, for the bite of a

viper. They are also liable to wounds and cuts

:

Friar's balsam is very good, if applied immediately

;

yet, as it is apt to shut up a bad wound too soon, the

following tincture, in such cases, may perhaps be

preferable, at least after the first dressing or two :

Of Barbadoes aloes, two ounces

;

Of myrrh, pounded, three ounces

;

Mixed up with a quart of brandy.

H



98 THOUGHTS ON HUNTING

The bottle should be well corked, and put into a bark-

bed, or dunghill, for about ten days or a fortnight.

The tongue of the dog, in most cases, is his best sur-

geon ; where he can apply that, he will seldom need

any other remedy. A green, or seton, in the neck, is

of great relief in most disorders of the eyes ; and I

have frequently known dogs, almost blind, recovered

by it : it is also of service when dogs are shaken in

the shoulders, and has made many sound. 1 In the

latter case, there should be two, one applied on each

side, and as near to the shoulder as it is possible. The

following ointment may be used to disperse swellings

:

Of fresh mutton-suet, tried, two pounds

;

Of gum-elemi, one pound;

Of common turpentine, ten ounces.

The gum is to be melted with the suet, and, when

taken from the fire, the turpentine is to be mixed

with it, straining the mixture while it is hot. Dogs

frequently are stubbed in the foot. The tincture

before mentioned, and this, or any digestive ointment,

will soon recover them. 2 For strains, I use two-

thirds of spirits of wine, and one of turpentine,

mixed up together : the British oil is also good.

Hounds, from blows, or other accidents, are often

1 Turning a hound out of the kennel will sometimes cure a lameness

in the shoulders. An attentive huntsman will perceive, from the manner

of a hound's galloping, when this lameness takes place ; and the hound

should be turned out immediately. Care should be taken, that a hound

turned out do not become fat.

[Hounds supposed to be shaken in the shoulders are generally

suffering from kennel lameness. The only remedy is to turn out of

kennel and let them run loose.]

2 An obstinate lameness is sometimes increased by humours : physic,

in that case, may be necessary to remove it.
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lame in the stifle : either of these, frequently applied,

and long rest, are the likeliest means that I know of

to recover them. The following excellent remedy

for a strain, with which I have cured myself and

many others, I have also found of benefit to dogs,

when strained in the leg or foot

:

Dissolve two ounces of camphor in half a pint of

spirits of wine, and put to it a bullock's gall. The

part affected must be rubbed before the fire three or

four times a day.

Sore feet are soon cured with brine, pot-liquor, or

salt and vinegar ; a handful of salt to a pint of

vinegar : if neither of these will do, mercurial-

ointment may then be necessary. A plaster of black

pitch is the best cure for a thorn, in either man,

horse, or dog ; and I have known it succeed after

everything else had failed. If the part be much

inflamed, a common poultice bound over the plaster

will assist in the cure. Hounds frequently are lame

in the knee, sometimes from bruises, sometimes from

the stab of a thorn : digestive ointment rubbed in

upon the part, will generally be of service. 1
I have

also known good effects from a poultice of Goulard,

changed two or three times a day : it must be sewed

on, the dog kept by himself, and muzzled.

If hounds be much troubled with worms, the fol-

lowing is the best cure that I am acquainted with

:

Of pewter pulverised, I drachm 10 grains;

Of /Ethiop's mineral, 16 grains.

1 If the knee continue foul, blisters, and long rest afterwards, are the

most likely means to recover it.
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This is to be taken three times ; every other day,

once : the dog should be kept warm, and from cold

water. Whey, or pot-liquor, may be given him two

or three hours after, and should be continued, instead

of meat, during the time that he is taking the

medicine. The best way of giving it, is to mix

it up with butter, and then to make it into balls

with a little flour.

When a dog is rough in his coat, and scratches

much, two or three purging balls, and a little rest after-

wards, seldom fail to get him into order again. To
make dogs fine in their coats, you should use the follow-

ing dressing

:

One pound of native sulphur,

One quart of train-oil,

One pint of oil of turpentine,

Two pound of soap.

My hounds are dressed with it two or three times only

in a year: in some kennels, I am told, they dress them

once in two months. The more frequently it is done,

the cleaner, I suppose, your hounds will look. Should

you choose to dress your puppies before they are put

out to their walks, the following receipt, which I re-

ceived from a friend of mine in Staffordshire (the

person already mentioned in this Letter, an excellent

sportsman, to whom I have many obligations), will

answer the purpose best ; and on their change of diet,

from milk to meat, may be sometimes necessary

:

Three-quarters of an ounce of quicksilver,

Half a pint of spirits of turpentine,

Four ounces of hog's-lard,

One pound of soft soap,

Three ounces of common turpentine, in which

the quicksilver must be killed.
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Instinct directs dogs, when the stomach is out of order,

to be their own physician ; and it is to their example

that we owe our knowledge how to relieve it. It may

appear foreign to our present purpose
;
yet as it is

much (if true) to the honour of animals in general, I

must beg leave to add what a French author tells us

—

that also by the hippopotamus we are instructed how

to bleed, and by the crane how to give a clyster. I

have already declared my disapprobation of bleeding

hounds, unless they absolutely want it : when they

refuse their food, from having been over-worked ; or

when they have taken a chill, to which they are very

subject ; then the loss of a little blood may be of use

to recover them. Sick hounds will recover sooner if

suffered to run about the house, than if they be con-

fined in the kennel.

Madness, thou dreadful malady, what shall I say

to thee ; or what preservative shall I find against thy

envenomed fang ! Somerville, who declines writing

of lesser ills, is not silent on the subject of this.

Of lesser ills the muse declines to sing,

Nor stoops so low ; of these each groom can tell

The proper remedy.

I wish this worthy gentleman, to whom we have

already been so much obliged, had been less sparing

of his instructions ; since it is possible that grooms

may not have all the knowledge he supposes them to

have, and their masters may stand in need of it. No
man, I believe, will complain of being too well in-

formed
; nor is any knowledge unnecessary which is

likely to be put in practice. The executive part is
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fully sufficient to trust in a groom's hands. Somer-

ville's advice on the subject of madness is worth your

notice :

When Sirius reigns, and the sun's parching beams

Bake the dry gaping surface, visit thou

Each ev'n and morn, with quick observant eye,

Thy panting pack. If in dark sullen mood
The glouting hound refuse his wonted meal,

Retiring to some close, obscure retreat,

Gloomy, disconsolate ; with speed remove

The poor infectious wretch, and in strong chains

Bind him suspected. Thus that dire disease,

Which art can't cure, wise caution may prevent.

Plenty of water, whey, greens, physic, air, and

exercise, such as I have before mentioned, have

hitherto preserved my kennel from its baneful in-

fluence ; and, without doubt, you will also find their

good effects. If, notwithstanding, you should at any

time have reason to suspect the approach of this evil,

let your hounds be well observed at the time when

they feed : there will be no danger while they can

eat. Should a whole pack be in the same pre-

dicament, they must be chained up separately : and

I should be very cautious what experiment I tried to

cure them ; for I have been told by those who have

had madness in their kennels, and who have drenched

their hounds to cure it, that it was the occasion of

its breaking out a long time afterwards, and that it

continued to do so as long as they gave them

anything to put it off. If a few dogs only have been

bitten, you had better hang them. If you suspect

any, you had better separate them from the rest ; and

a short time, if you use no remedy, will determine

whether they really were bitten, or not. Should you,



CURE OF MADNESS 103

however, be desirous of trying a remedy, the fol-

lowing prescription, I am told, is a very good one :

Of Turbith's mineral, eight grains,

Ditto, sixteen grains,

Ditto, thirty-two grains.

This is to be given for three mornings successively

;

beginning the first day with eight grains, and in-

creasing; it according; to the above direction. The

dog should be empty when he takes it, and should

have been bled the day before. The dose should be

given early in the morning, and the dog may have

some thin broth, or pot-liquor, about two or three

o'clock, but nothing else during the time he takes

the medicine ; he should also be kept from water.

The best way to give it is in butter, and made up

into balls with a little flour. Care must be taken

that he does not throw it up again. After the last

day of the medicine, he may be fed as usual. Various

are the drenches and medicines which are given for

this disorder, and all said to be infallible : this last,

however, I prefer. The whole pack belonging to

a gentleman in my neighbourhood were bitten ; and

he assures me, he never knew an instance of a dog

who went mad that had taken this medicine. The

caution which I have recommended to you, I flatter

myself will preserve you from this dreadful malady ; a

malady for which I know not how to recommend a

remedy. Several years ago I had a game-keeper

much bitten in the fleshy part of his thigh : a horse

that was bitten at the same time died raving mad

:

the man was cured by Sir George Cobb's medicine.
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I have heard that the Ormskirk medicine is also

very good. I have given it to several people in

my neighbourhood, and, I believe, with success ; at

least I have not, as yet, heard anything to the

contrary. Though I mention these as the two most

favourite remedies, I recommend neither. Somer-

ville's advice, which I have already given, is what

I recommend to you : if properly attended to, it will

prevent the want of any remedy.

P.S.—A Treatise on Canine Madness, written by

Dr. James, is worth your reading. You will find that

he prescribes the same remedy for the cure of

madness in dogs as I have mentioned here, but in

different quantities. I have, however, taken the

liberty of recommending the quantities above men-

tioned, as they have been known to succeed in my
neighbourhood, and as the efficacy of them has been

very frequently proved.



LETTER IX.

THE variety of questions which you are pleased

to ask concerning the huntsman, will perhaps

be better answered when we are on the subject of

hunting. In the mean time, I will endeavour to

describe what a good huntsman should be. He
should be young, strong, active, bold, and enterprising;

fond of the diversion, and indefatigable in the pursuit

of it : he should be sensible and good-tempered ; he

ought also to be sober: he should be exact, civil, and

cleanly ; he should be a good horseman and a good

groom : his voice should be strong and clear ; and he

should have an eye so quick, as to perceive which of

his hounds carries the scent when all are running"; and

should have so excellent an ear, as always to

distinguish the foremost hounds when he does not

see them : he should be quiet, patient, and without

conceit. Such are the excellences which constitute a

good huntsman : he should not, however, be too fond

of displaying them till necessity calls them forth : he

should let his hounds alone whilst they can hunt, and

he should have genius to assist them when they cannot.

With regard to the whipper-in, as you keep two of

them (and no pack of fox-hounds is complete without),

the first may be considered as a second huntsman, and

105
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should have nearly the same good qualities. It is

necessary, besides, that he should be attentive and

obedient to the huntsman ; and, as his horse will

probably have most work to do, the lighter he is,

the better ; though, if he be a good horseman, the

objection of his weight will be sufficiently over-

balanced. He must not be conceited. I had one

formerly, who, instead of stopping hounds as he

ought, would try to kill a fox by himself. This fault

is unpardonable : he should always maintain to the

huntsman's halloo, and stop such hounds as divide

from it. When stopped, he should get forward with

them after the huntsman.

He must always be contented to act an under part,

except when circumstances may require that he should

act otherwise
i

1 and the moment they cease, he must

not fail to resume his former station. You have

heard me say, that where there is much riot, I prefer

an excellent whipper-in to an excellent huntsman.

The opinion, I believe, is new ; I must, therefore,

endeavour to explain it. My meaning is this : That

I think I should have better sport, and kill more foxes,

with a moderate huntsman, and an excellent whipper-

in, than with the best of huntsmen without such an

assistant. You will say, perhaps, that a good hunts-

man will make a good whipper-in ; not such, however,

as I mean ; his talent must be born with him. My
reasons are, that good hounds (and bad I would not

1 When the huntsman cannot be up with the hounds, the whipper-in

should ; in which case, it is the business of the huntsman to bring on the

tail hounds along with him.
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keep) oftener need the one than the other ; and genius,

which, in a whipper-in, if attended by obedience, his

first requisite, can do no hurt—in a huntsman is a

dangerous, though a desirable, quality ; and if not

accompanied with a large share of prudence, and, I

may say, humility, will oftentimes spoil your sport,

and hurt your hounds. A gentleman told me, that he

heard the famous Will Dean, when his hounds were

running hard in a line with Daventry, from whence

they were at that time many miles distant, swear ex-

ceedingly at the whipper-in, saying, " What business

have you here?" The man was amazed at the question.

" Why, don't you knoiv," said he, " and be d—d to you,

that the great earth at Daventry is open?" The

man got forward, and reached the earth just time

enough to see the fox go in. If, therefore, whippers-in

be left at liberty to act as they shall think right, they

are much less confined than the huntsman himself,

who must follow his hounds ; and, consequently, they

have greater scope to exert their genius, if they have

any.

I had a dispute with an old sportsman, who con-

tended, that the whipper-in should always attend the

huntsman, to obey his orders (a stable-boy, then,

would make as good a whipper-in as the best) ; but

this is so far from being the case, that he should be

always on the opposite side of the cover from him, or

I am much mistaken in my opinion : if within hearing

of his halloo, he is near enough ; for that is the

hunting signal he is to obey. The station of the

second whipper-in may be near the huntsman ; for
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which reason, any boy that can halloo, and make a

whip- smack, may answer the purpose.

Your first whipper-in being able to hunt the

hounds occasionally, will answer another good pur-

pose ; it will keep your huntsman in order. They

are very apt to be impertinent, when they think you

cannot do without them.

When you go from the kennel, the place of the

first whipper-in is before the hounds ; that of the

second whipper-in should be some distance behind

them ; if not, I doubt if they will be suffered even to

empty themselves, let their necessities be ever so

great ; for as soon as a boy is made a whipper-in, he

fancies that he is to whip the hounds whenever he can

get at them, whether they deserve it or not.

I have always thought a huntsman a happy man :

his office is pleasing, and at the same time flat-

tering : we pay him for that which diverts him, and he

is enriched by his greatest pleasure
j

1 nor is a general,

after a victory, more proud than is a huntsman who

returns with his fox's head.

I have heard that a certain duke, who allowed no

vails to his servants, asked his huntsman what he

generally made of his field-money, and gave him

what he asked instead of it. This went on very well

for some time, till at last the huntsman desired an

audience. "Your grace," said he, "is very generous,

and gives me more than ever I got from field-money

in my life
;
yet I come to beg a favour of your grace

—that you would let me take field-money again ; for

1 The field-money which is collected at the death of a fox.
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I have not half the pleasure now in killing a fox

that I had before."

As you ask my opinion of scent, I think I had better

give it you before we begin on the subject of hunting.

I must, at the same time, take the liberty of telling

you, that you have puzzled me exceedingly ; for scent

is, I believe, what we sportsmen know least about

;

and, to use the words of a great classic writer :
—

Hoc sum contentus, quod etiajn si quo quidquc fiat ignorem, quid

fiat intelligo."—ClC. de Div.

Somerville, who, as I have before observed, is the

only one that I know of who has thrown any light on

the subject of hunting, says, I think, but little about

scent. I send you his words : I shall afterwards add

a few of my own.

Should some more curious sportsmen here inquire,

Whence this sagacity, this wond'rous power

Of tracing step by step or man or brute ?

What guide invisible points out their way

O'er the dank marsh, bleak hill, and sandy plain ?

The courteous Muse shall the dark cause reveal.

The blood that from the heart incessant rolls

In many a crimson tide, then here and there

In smaller rills disparted, as it flows

Propell'd, the serous particles evade,

Thro' th' open pores, and with the ambient air

Entangling mix. As fuming vapours rise,

And hang upon the gently-purling brook,

There, by the incumbent atmosphere compress'd.

The panting chase grows warmer as he flies,

And thro' the net-work of the skin perspires
;

Leaves a long—steaming—trail behind ; which by

The cooler air condens'd, remains, unless

By some rude storm dispers'd, or rarefied

By the meridian sun's intenser heat.

To every shrub the warm effluvia cling,

Hang on the grass, impregnate earth and skies.
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With nostrils opening wide, o'er hill, o'er dale

The vig'rous hounds pursue, with ev'ry breath

Inhale the grateful steam, quick pleasures sting

Their tingling nerves, while they their thanks repay,

And in triumphant melody confess

The titillating joy. Thus, on the air

Depend the hunter's hopes.

I cannot agree with Mr. Somerville, in thinking

that scent depends on the air only : it depends also on

the soil. Without doubt, the best scent is that which

is occasioned by the effluvia, as he calls it, or particles

of scent, which are constantly perspiring from the

game as it runs, and are strongest and most favourable

to the hound, when kept by the gravity of the air to

the height of his breast ; for then it neither is above

his reach, nor is it necessary that he should stoop for

it. At such times, scent is said to lie breast-high}

Experience tells us, that difference of soil occasions

difference of scent ; and on the richness and moderate

moisture of the soil does it also depend, I think, as

well as on the air. At the time when leaves begin to

fall, and before they are rotted, we know that the

scent lies ill in cover. This alone would be a sufficient

proof that scent does not depend on the air only. A
difference of scent is also occasioned by difference of

motion : the faster the game goes, the less scent it

leaves. When game has been ridden after, and

hurried on by imprudent sportsmen, the scent is less

favourable to hounds : one reason of which may be,

that the particles of scent are then more dissipated :

I
1 We know as little about scent now as they did a hundred years

ago, but it is generally safe to assume that it will never be first class with

a falling barometer.]
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but if the game should have been run by a dog not

belonging to the pack, seldom will any scent remain.

I believe it is very difficult to ascertain exactly

what scent is : I have known it alter very often in the

same day. I believe, however, that it depends chiefly

on two things

—

"the condition the ground is in, and the

temperattire of the air ;" both of which, I apprehend,

should be moist, without being wet. When both are

in this condition, the scent is then perfect ; and vice

versa, when the ground is hard and the air dry, there

seldom will be any scent. It scarcely ever lies with a

north, or an east wind : a southerly wind without rain,

and a westerly wind that is not rough, are the most

favourable. Storms in the air are great enemies to

scent, and seldom fail to take it entirely away. A fine

sunshiny day is not often a good hunting day ; but

what the French call jours des dames, warm without

sun, is generally a perfect one : there are not many

such in a whole season. In some fogs, I have

known the scent lie high ; in others, not at all ; de-

pending, I believe, on the quarter the wind is then in.

I have known it lie very high in a mist, when not too

wet ; but if the wet should hang on the boughs and

bushes, it will fall upon the scent, and deaden it.

When the dogs roll, the scent, I have frequently

observed, seldom lies ; for what reason, I know not

:

but, with permission, if they smell strong when they

first come out of the kennel, the proverb is in their

favour ; and that smell is a prognostic of good luck.

When cobwebs hang on the bushes, there is seldom

much scent. During a white frost the scent lies high
;
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as it also does when the frost is quite gone. At the

time of its going off, scent never lies : it is a critical

minute for hounds, in which their game is frequently

lost. In a great dew, the scent is the same. In

healthy countries, where the game brushes as it goes

along, scent seldom fails. Where the ground carries,

the scent is bad, for a very evident reason, which hare-

hunters, who pursue their game over greasy fallows

and through dirty roads, have great cause to complain

of. A wet night frequently produces good chases, as

then the game neither like to run the cover nor the

roads. It has been often remarked, that scent lies best

in the richest soils ; and countries which are favourable

to horses, are seldom so to hounds. I have also

observed, that, in some particular places, let the tem-

perature of the air be as it may, scent never lies.

Take not out your hounds on a very windy or

bad day. 1

These inauspicious days, on other cares

Employ thy precious hours ; th' improving friend

With open arms embrace, and from his lips

Glean science, season'd with good-natur'd wit

;

But if th' inclement skies, and angry Jove,

Forbid the pleasing intercourse, thy books

Invite thy ready hand ; each sacred page

Rich with the wise remarks of heroes old.

[* This familiar quotation is about all the man who hunts to ride

knows of Beckford, and because the advice is not practicable in these

days, he condemns the rest of the work as not worth reading. Because

it occasionally happens that there is a good scent in a high wind,

Beckford must necessarily be a fool. If the book is carefully read, it

will be seen Beckford only hunted two days a week, and as the weekly

fixtures were not published he had the choice of days. The advice was

given in the interest of hounds, not with any reference to the likelihood

of a gallop, and it holds good to this day. A windy day may do young

hounds a lot of harm, and will sometimes make old ones unsteady.]
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The sentiments of Mr. Somerville always do him

honour, but on no occasion more than on this.

In reading over my Letter, I find that I have used

the word smell, in a sense that, perhaps, you will

criticize. A gentleman, who, I suppose, was not the

sweetest in the world, sitting in the front boxes at the

playhouse on a crowded night, his neighbour very

familiarly told him that he smelt strong. "No, Sir,"

replied he, with infinite good humour ;
" it is you that

smell— I stink"



LETTER X.

I
THOUGHT that I had been writing all this time

to a fox-hunter ; and hitherto my Letters have had

no other object. I now receive a letter from you, full

of questions about hare-hunting ; to all of which you

expect an answer. I must tell you, at the same time,

that, though I kept harriers many years, it was not

my intention, if you had not asked it, to have written

on the subject. By inclination I was never a hare-

hunter : I followed this diversion more for air and

exercise than for amusement ; and if I could have

persuaded myself to ride on the turnpike-road to the

three-mile stone, and back again, I should have

thought that I had had no need of a pack of harriers.

Excuse me, brother hare-hunters ! I mean not to

offend ; I speak but relatively to my own particular

situation in the country, where hare-hunting is so bad,

that it is more extraordinary that I should have

persevered in it so long, than that I should forsake

it now. I respect hunting, in whatever shape it

appears : it is a manly and a wholesome exercise,

and seems by Nature designed to be the amusement

of a Briton.

You ask, How many hounds a pack of harriers

should consist of? and, What kind of hound is best

114
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suited to that diversion ? You should never exceed

twenty couple in the field : it might be difficult to get

a greater number to run well together ; and a pack of

harriers cannot be complete if they do not r

1 besides,

the fewer hounds you have, the less you foil the

ground, which you otherwise would find a great

hindrance to your hunting. Your other question is

not easily answered. The hounds, I think, most

likely to show you sport, are between the large slow-

hunting harrier and the little fox-beagle :

2 the former

are too dull, too heavy, and too slow ; the latter too

lively, too light, and too fleet.
3 The first species, it is

1 A hound that runs too fast for the rest, ought not to be kept.

Some huntsmen load them with heavy collars ; some tie a long strap

round their necks ; a better way would be, to part with them. Whether

they go too slow, or too fast, they ought to be drafted.

[
2 This fox-beagle referred to is probably the progenitor of the foot-

beagle of the present day, but which in Beckford's time, and long before

that date, was used for hunting the fox on foot. The fox was looked on

as a thief where no regular pack was kept, was hunted to earth with

foot-beagles and terriers, then dug out and killed. In the Essay on

Htoiting (see introduction to 1820 edition of this work), the author,

writing in 1733, and describing different kinds of hounds, says: "The

North-country beagle is nimble and vigorous, and does his business

as furiously as Jehu himself could wish." This hound was probably

used for hunting both hare and fox. The same writer then mentions

another sort, and says: "These, as their noses are very tender and

not far from the ground, I have often seen to make tolerable sport ; but

without great care they are flirting and maggotty" (whimsical, capri-

cious), " and very apt to chaunt and chatter on any or on no occasion."]

[
3 Probably Beckford was unacquainted with hare-hunting on foot,

which is the only sportsmanlike way of hunting that animal. Foot-

beagles should never be over 15A inches or under 12. The country they

have to hunt must determine the size within those limits. A plough

country, or one where there are many large dykes, as in the fens and

some parts of Yorkshire, require the hound of the larger type. The
little beagle will, however, generally be found able to get over or through

most obstacles, provided he combines strength with activity, and is

built on the right lines. Backs and loins should always be there, but
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true, have most excellent noses, and, I make no doubt,

will kill their game at last if the day be long enough

;

but you know the days are short in winter, and it is

bad hunting in the dark : the other, on the contrary,

fling and dash, and are all alive ; but every cold blast

affects them ; and if your country be deep and wet, it

is not impossible that some of them may be drowned.

My hounds were a cross of both these kinds, in which

it was my endeavour to get as much bone and strength

in as small a compass as possible. It was a difficult

undertaking. I bred many years, and an infinity of

hounds, before I could get what I wanted : I at last

had the pleasure to see them very handsome ; small,

yet bony; they ran remarkably well together; ran fast

enough; had all the alacrity that you could desire; and

would hunt the coldest scent. When they were thus

perfect, I did as many others do— I parted with them.

It may be necessary to unsay (now that I am
turned hare-hunter again) many things that I have

been saying as a fox-hunter ; as I hardly know any

two things of the same genus (if I may be allowed the

expression) that differ so entirely. What I said in a

former Letter, about the huntsman and whipper-in, is

in the number. As to the huntsman, he should not

be young : I should, most certainly, prefer one, as the

French call it, d'un certain age, as he is to be quiet

a good shoulder is a necessity. A miniature foxhound, only with rather

shorter legs in comparison, is an ideal beagle wherewith to hunt the hare.

Hunting on foot is splendid exercise, and affords a means of enjoying

sport to those whose purse or inclination does not allow them to keep

a horse. Harriers are only permissible in a country that is not hunted

by foxhounds. From ten to fifteen couple of hounds are enough to hunt

a hare.]
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and patient; for patience, he should be a very Grizzle;

and the more quiet he is, the better. He should have

infinite perseverance; for a hare should never be given

up while it is possible to hunt her : she is sure to stop,

and therefore may always be recovered. Were it

usual to attend to the breed of our huntsman as well

as to that of our hounds, I know no family that would

furnish a better cross than that of the silent gentleman

mentioned by the Spectator : a female of his line,

crossed with a knowing huntsman, would probably

produce a perfect hare-hunter.

The whipper-in also has little to do with him whom
I before described : yet he may be like the second

whipper-in to a pack of fox-hounds ; the stable-boy

who is to follow the huntsman : but I would have him

still more confined, for he should not dare even to

stop a hound, or smack a whip, without the huntsman's

order. Much noise and rattle is directly contrary to

the first principles of hare-hunting, which is, to be

perfectly quiet, and to let your hounds alone. I have

seen few hounds so good as town packs, that have no

professed huntsman to follow them. If they have no

one to assist them, they have at the same time no one

to interrupt them ; which, I believe, for this kind of

hunting is still more essential. I should, however,

mention a fault that I have observed, and which such

hounds must of necessity sometimes be guilty of; that

is, running back the heel} Hounds are naturally fond

[' Hares will often run their foil for some distance, and then go off at

a tangent. The old hounds, if left alone, will carry the line back, and

therefore it must not be taken for granted they are running heel because

they go back. This is one excellent reason why no one should follow
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of scent ; if they cannot carry it forward, they will

turn, and hunt it back again : hounds that are left to

themselves, make a fault of this ; and it is, I think,

the only one they commonly have. Though it be

certainly best to let your hounds alone, and thereby

to give as much scope to their natural instinct as you

can
;
yet, in this particular instance, you should check

it mildly ; for, as it is almost an invariable rule in all

hunting to make the head good, you should encourage

them to try forward first ; which may be done without

taking them off their noses, or without the least

prejudice to their hunting. If trying forward should

not succeed, they may then be suffered to try back

again, which you will find them all ready enough

to do ; for they are sensible how far they brought the

scent, and where they left it. The love of scent is

natural to them, and they have infinitely more

sagacity in it than we ought to pretend to : I have no

doubt that they often think us very obstinate, and

very foolish.

Harriers, to be good, like all other hounds, must be

kept to their own game : if you run fox with them,

you spoil them. Hounds cannot be perfect, unless

used to one scent, and one style of hunting. Harriers

run fox in so different a style from hare, that it is

of great disservice to them when they return to hare

again : it makes them wild, and teaches them to skirt.

The high scent which a fox leaves, the straightness of

directly behind hare-hounds ; but it is one of the first rules of hunting

never to follow directly in the wake of a pack, be they after either

fox or hare.]
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his running, the eagerness of the pursuit, and the

noise that generally accompanies it, all contribute to

spoil a harrier.

I hope you agree with me, that it is a fault in a

pack of harriers to go too fast ; for a hare is a little

timorous animal, which we cannot help feeling some

compassion for at the very time when we are pursuing

her destruction : we should give scope to all her little

tricks, nor kill her foully, and over-matched. 1
Instinct

instructs her to make a good defence, when not

unfairly treated ; and I will venture to say, that, as far

as her own safety is concerned, she has more cunning

than the fox, and makes many shifts to save her life

far beyond all his artifice. Without doubt, you have

often heard of hares, who, from the miraculous escapes

they have made, have been thought witches ; but, I

believe, you never heard of a fox that had cunning

enough to be thought a wizzard.

They who like to rise early, have amusement in

seeing the hare trailed to her form. It is of great

service to hounds : it also shows their goodness to

the huntsman more than any other hunting, as it

discovers to him those who have the most tender

noses. But I confess I seldom judged it worth while

to leave my bed a moment sooner on that account. I

1 The critic terms this, "a mode of destruction somewhat beyond

brutal" (vide Monthly Review). I shall not pretend to justify that

conventional cruelty, which seems so universally to prevail—neither

will I ask the gentleman, who is so severe on me, why he feeds the

lamb, and afterwards cuts his throat ; I mean only to consider cruelty

under the narrow limits which concern hunting—if it may be defined to

be, a pleasure which results from giving pain ; then, certainly, a sports-

man is much less cruel than he is thought.
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always thought hare-hunting should be taken as a ride,

after breakfast, to get us an appetite to our dinner.

If you make a serious business of it, you spoil it.

Hare-finders, in this case, are necessary : it is agree-

able to know where to go immediately for your diver-

sion, and not beat about, for hours perhaps, before you

find. It is more material with regard to the second

hare than the first ; for if you are warmed with your

gallop, the waiting long in the cold afterwards, is, I

believe, as unwholesome as it is disagreeable. Who-
ever does not mind this, had better let his hounds find

their own game : they will certainly hunt it with more

spirit afterwards ; and he will have a pleasure himself

in expectation, which no certainty can ever give.

Hare-finders make hounds idle : they also make them

wild. Mine knew the men as well as I did myself;

could see them almost as far ; and would run, full cry,

to meet them. Hare-finders are of one great use :

they hinder your hounds from chopping hares, which

they otherwise could not fail to do. I had in my
pack one hound in particular, that was famous for it

:

he would challenge on a trail very late at noon, and

had a good knack at chopping a hare afterwards : he

was one that liked to go the shortest way to work

;

nor did he choose to take more trouble than was

necessary. Is it not wonderful that the trail of a hare

should lie after so many hours, when the scent of her

dies away so soon ?

Hares are said (I know not with what truth) to

foresee a change of weather, and to seat themselves

accordingly. This is, however, certain, that they are
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seldom found in places much exposed to the wind. In

inclosures, they more frequently are found near to a

hedge than in the middle of a field. They who make

a profession of hare-finding (and a very advantageous

one it is in some countries) are directed by the wind

where to look for their game. With good eyes and

nice observation, they are enabled to find them in any

weather. You may make forms, and hares will sit in

them. I have heard that it is a common practice with

shepherds on the Wiltshire downs ; and, by making

them on the side of hills, they can tell at a distance off,

whether there are hares in them or not. Without

doubt, people frequently do not find hares from not

knowing- them in their forms. A gentleman coursing-

with his friends, was shown a hare that was found

sitting. " Is that a hare?" he cried. " Then, by Jove,

Ifound two this morning as we rode along !
"

Though the talent of hare-finding is certainly of

use, and the money collected for it, when given to

shepherds, is money well bestowed by a sportsman, as

it tends to the preservation of his game—yet I think,

that when it is indiscriminately given, hare-finders

often are too well paid. I have known them fre-

quently get more than a guinea for a single hare. I

myself have paid five shillings in a morning, for hares

found sitting. To make our companions pay dearly

for their diversion, and oftentimes so much more than

it is worth ; to take from the pockets of men, who
oftentimes can ill afford it, as much as would pay for a

good dinner afterwards, is, in my opinion, an un-

generous custom ; and this consideration induced me
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to collect but once, with my own hounds, for the hare-

finders. The money was afterwards divided amongst

them ; and if they had less than half-a-crown each, I

myself supplied the deficiency. An old miser who

had paid his shilling, complained bitterly of it after-

wards ; and said, " He had been made to pay a shilling

for two pennyworth of sport."

When the game is found, you cannot be too quiet.

The hare is an animal so very timorous, that she is

frequently headed back, and your dogs are liable to

over-run the scent at every instant. It is best, there-

fore, to keep a considerable way behind them, that

they may have room to turn, as soon as they perceive

they have lost the scent; and, if treated in this manner,

they will seldom over-run it much. Your hounds,

through the whole chase, should be left almost entirely

to themselves ; nor should they be hallooed much.

When the hare doubles, they should hunt through

those doubles ; nor is a hare hunted fairly when

hunted otherwise. 1 They should follow her every

step she takes, as well over greasy fallows as through

flocks of sheep ; nor should they ever be cast, but

when nothing can be done without it. I know a

gentleman, a pleasant sportsman, but a very irregular

hare-hunter, who does not exactly follow the method

here laid down. As his method is very extraordinary,

[} This, of course, refers to harriers and hounds that are big enough

to ride to, but foot-beagles may be handled like a pack of fox-hounds,

and it is quite fair to take advantage of any holloa that will put you on

better terms with your hare. It is, however, not advisable to lift hounds

when they are running well, as there is always the possibility of changing

hares and also of losing time by their not settling at once to the scent.]
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I will relate it to you :—His hounds are large and

fleet : they have at times hunted every thing ; red

deer, fallow deer, fox, and hare ; and must in their

nature have been most excellent ; since, notwithstand-

ing the variety of their game, they are still good.

When a hare is found sitting, he seldom fails to give

his hounds a view ; and as the men all halloo, and

make what noise they can, she is half frightened to

death immediately. This done, he then sends his

whipper-in to ride after her, with particular directions

not to let her get out of his sight : and he has found

out that this is the only proper use of a whipper-in.

If they come to a piece of fallow, or a flock of sheep,

the hounds are not suffered to hunt any longer, but are

capped and hallooed as near to the hare as possible :

by this time the poor devil is near her end, which the

next view generally finishes ; the strongest hare, in

this manner, seldom standing twenty minutes. But

my friend says, a hare is good eating, and he there-

fore thinks that he cannot kill too many of them.

By what Martial says, I suppose he was of the same

opinion :

Inter quadrupedes gloria prima lepus.

A-propos to eating them— I must tell you, that in

the Encydope"die, a book of universal knowledge, where,

of course, I expected to find something on hunting,

which it might be of service to you, as a sportsman,

to know, I found the following advice about the dress-

ing of a hare, which may be of use to your cook ; and

the regard I have for your health will not suffer me to

conceal it from you :

—
" On mange le levrazit roti dans
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quelques provinces du royaume, en Gascogne et en Lan-

guedoc, par exemple, avec une sauce compose'e de vinaigre

et de sucre, qui est mauvaise, nialsaine en sot essentielle-

ment, mais qui est surtout abominable pour tons cetix

qui riy sont pas accozittcmes." You, without doubt,

therefore, will think yourself obliged to the authors

of the Encyclope'die for their kind and friendly

information.

Having heard of a small pack of beagles to be dis-

posed of in Derbyshire, I sent my coachman (the

person whom I could at that time best spare) to fetch

them. It was a long journey, and, not having been

used to hounds, he had some trouble in getting them

along ; besides which, as ill-luck would have it, they

had not been out of the kennel for many weeks

before, and were so riotous, that they ran after

everything they saw : sheep, cur-dogs, and birds of

all sorts, as well as hares and deer, I found, had been

his amusement all the way along. However, he lost

but one hound ; and when I asked him what he

thought of them, he said, "they could not fail of

being good hounds, for they would hunt anything."

In your answer to my last Letter, you ask, Of what

service it can be to a huntsman to be a good groom ?

and, Whether I think he will hunt hounds the better

for it ? I wonder you did not rather ask, Why he

should be clea?ily ? I should be more at a loss how

to answer you. My huntsman has always the care

of his own horses ; I never yet knew one who did

not think himself capable of it : it is for that reason

I wish him to be a good groom.
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You say, that you cannot see how a huntsman of

genius can spoil your sport, or hurt your hounds. I

will tell you how : by too much foul play he

frequently will catch a fox before he is half tired

;

and by lifting his hounds too much, he will teach

them to shuffle. An improper use of the one may

spoil your sport ; too frequent use of the other

must hurt your hounds.



LETTER XL

I
HAVE already observed, that a trail in the

morning is of great service to hounds ; and that,

to be perfect, they should always find their own

game ; for the method of hare- finding, though more

convenient, will occasion some vices in them, which

it will be impossible to correct.

Mr. Somerville's authority strengthens my obser-

vation ; that, when a hare is found, all should be

quiet ; nor should you ride near your hounds till they

are well settled to the scent.

Let all be hush'd,

No clamour loud, no frantic joy be heard
;

Lest the wild hound run gadding o'er the plain

Untractable, nor hear thy chiding voice.

The natural eagerness of the hounds will, at such

a time, frequently carry even the best of them wide

of the scent ; which too much encouragement, or

pressing too close upon them, may continue beyond

all possibility of recovery : this should be always

guarded against. After a little while you have less

to fear. You may then approach them nearer, and

encourage them more ; leaving, however, at all times,

sufficient room for them to turn, should they over-run

the scent. On high roads, and dry paths, be always

126
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doubtful of the scent
;

l nor give them much encourage-

ment ; but when a hit is made on either side, you

may halloo as much as you please ; nor can you then

encourage your hounds too much. A hare generally

describes a circle as she runs ; larger, or less,

according to her strength and the openness of the

country. In inclosures, and where there is much

cover, the circle is, for the most part, so small, that it

is a constant puzzle to the hounds. They have a

Gordian knot, in that case, ever to unloose ; and

though it may afford matter of speculation to the

philosopher, it is always contrary to the wishes of

the sportsman :—such was the country that I hunted

in for many years.

Huntsman ! her gait observe : if in wide rings

She wheel her mazy way, in the same round

Persisting still, she'll foil the beaten track.

But if she fly, and with the fav'ring wind

Urge her bold course, less intricate thy task :

Push on thy pack.—SOMERVILLE.

Besides running the foil, they frequently make

doubles ; which is going forward, to tread the same

steps back again, on purpose to confuse their

pursuers ; and the same manner in which they make

the first double, they generally continue, whether long

or short. This information, therefore, if properly

attended to by the huntsman, may be of use to him

in his casts.

When they make their double on a high road, or

[* Hares are very fond of running roads, and many are lost thereby.

A good road hound is invaluable, but it is very few that develop this

instinct, and then not before the fourth or fifth season.]
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dry path, and then leave it with a spring, it is often

the occasion of a long fault. The spring which a

hare makes on these occasions is hardly to be

credited, any more than is her ingenuity in making

it : both are wonderful.

Let cavillers deny

That brutes have reason ; sure 'tis something more
;

'Tis Heav'n directs, and stratagems inspires,

Beyond the short extent of human thought.—SOMERVILLE.

She frequently, after running a path a considerable

way, will make a double, and then stop till the hounds

have passed her ; she will then steal away as secretly

as she can, and return the same way she came. This

is the greatest of all trials for hounds. It is so hot a

foil, that, in the best packs, there are not many hounds

that can hunt it : you must follow those hounds that

can, and try to hit her off where she breaks her foil,

which, in all probability, she will soon do, as she

now flatters herself she is secure. When the scent

lies bad in cover, she will sometimes seem to hunt

the hounds.

The covert's utmost bound

Slily she skirts ; behind them cautious creeps,

And in that very track, so lately stain'd

By all the steaming crowd, seems to pursue

The foe she flies.

—

Somerville.

When the hounds are at a check, make your huntsman

stand still, nor suffer him to move his horse one way or

the other : hounds lean naturally towards the scent,

and, if you say not a word to them, will soon recover

it. If you speak to a hound at such a time, calling by

his name, which is too much the practice, he seldom
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fails to look up in your face, as much as to say, what

the deuce do you zvant f—when he stoops to the scent

again, is it not probable that he means to say, you fool

you, let me alone f

When your hounds are at fault, let not a word be

said : let such as follow them ignorantly and un-

worthily, stand all aloof

—

Procul, Oprocul esteprofani!

—for whilst such are chattering, not a hound will

hunt. A-propos, Sir, a politician will say; "What
news from America?" A-propos, "Do you think both

the admirals will be tried ? " or, a-propos, " Did you

hear what has happened to my grandmother ?
" Such

questions are, at such a time, extremely troublesome,

and very mal-a-propos. Amongst the ancients, it was

reckoned an ill omen to speak in hunting : I wish it

were thought so now. Hoc age, should be one of the

first maxims in hunting, as in life : and I can assure

you, when I am in the field I never wish to hear any

other tongue than that of a hound. A neighbour of

mine was so truly a hare-hunter in this particular,

that he would not suffer any body to speak a word

when his hounds were at fault. A gentleman happen-

ing to cough—he rode up to him immediately, and

said,
u I wish, Sir, with all my heart, that your cough

was better."

In a good day, good hounds seldom give up the

scent at head ; if they do, there is generally an obvious

reason for it : this observation a huntsman should

always make ; it will direct his cast. If he be a good

one, he will attend as he goes, not only to his hounds

(nicely observing which have the lead, and the degree

K
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of scent that they carry), but also to the various circum-

stances that are continually happening from change of

weather and difference of ground : he will likewise be

mindful of the distance which the hare keeps before the

hounds, and of her former doubles : he will also re-

mark what point she makes to. All these observations

will be of use, if a long fault make his assistance

necessary ; and, if the hare should have headed back,

he will carefully observe whether she met with any-

thing in her course to turn her, or turned of her own

accord. When he casts his hounds, let him begin by

making a small circle : if that will not do, then let him

try a larger : he afterwards may be at liberty to

persevere in any cast that he shall judge most likely.

As a hare generally re-visits her old haunts, and

returns to the place where she was first found ; if the

scent be quite gone, and the hounds can no longer

hunt

—

that is as likely a cast as any to recover her.

Let him remember in all his casts, that the hounds

are not to follow his horse's heels ; nor are they to

carry their heads high, and noses in the air. At these

times they must try for the scent, or they will never

find it ; and he is either to make his cast quick or

slow, as he perceives his hounds try, and as the scent

is either good or bad.

Give particular directions to your huntsman to

prevent his hounds, as much as he can, from chopping

hares. Huntsmen like to get blood at any rate ; and,

when hounds are used to it, it would surprise you to

see how attentive they are to find opportunities. A
hare must be very wild, or very nimble, to escape
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them. I remember, in a furzy country, that my
hounds chopped three hares in one morning ; for it is

the nature of those animals, either to leap up before

the hounds come near them, and steal away, as it is

called ; or else to lie close till they put their very

noses upon them. Hedges also are very dangerous :

if the huntsman beat the hedge himself, which is the

usual practice, the hounds are always upon the watch
;

and a hare must have good luck to escape them all.

The best way to prevent it, is to have the hedge well

beaten at some distance before the hounds.

Hares seldom run so well as when they do not

know where they are. They run well in a fog, and

generally take a good country. If they set off down
the wind, they seldom return : you then cannot push

on your hounds too much. When the game is

sinking, you will perceive your old hounds get for-

ward : they then will run at head.

Happy the man who with unrivall'd speed

Can pass his fellows, and with pleasure view

The struggling pack ; how in the rapid course

Alternate they preside, and, jostling, push

To guide the dubious scent ; how giddy youth,

Oft babbling, errs, by wiser age reprov'd

;

How, niggard of his strength, the wise old hound
Hangs in the rear, till some important point

Rouse all his diligence, or till the Chase

Sinking he finds ; then to the head he springs,

With thirst of glory fir'd, and wins the prize.—SOMERVILLE.

Keep no babblers ; for though the pack soon find them

out, and mind them not, yet it is unpleasant to hear

their noise ; nor are such fit companions for the rest.

Though the Spcctatoi' may make us laugh at the
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oddity of his friend Sir Roger, for returning a hound

which he said was an excellent bass, because he

wanted a counter-tenor ; yet I am of opinion, that if

we attended more to the variety of notes frequently

to be met with in the tongues of hounds, it might

greatly add to the harmony of the pack. I do not

know that a complete concert could be attained ; but

it would be easy to prevent discordant sounds.

Keep no hound that runs false : the loss of one

hare is more than such a dog is worth.

It is but reasonable to give your hounds a hare

sometimes : I always give mine the last they killed, if

I thought they deserved her.

It is too much the custom, first to ride over a dog,

and then cry, 'ware horse ! Take care not to ride

over your hounds : I have known many a good dog

spoiled by it. In open ground, caution them first;

you may afterwards ride over them, if you please
;

but, in roads and paths, they frequently cannot get

out of your way : it surely, then, is your business,

either to stop your horse, or break a way for them
;

and the not doing it, give me leave to say, is not less

absurd than cruel ; nor can that man be called a good

sportsman, who thus wantonly destroys his own

sport. Indeed, good sportsmen seldom ride on the

line of the tail hounds.

An acquaintance of mine, when he hears any of

his servants say, 'ware horse! halloos out, "'ware

horse ! 'ware dog ! and be hang'd to you !

"

You ask, How my warren-hares are caught ? It

shall be the subject of my next Letter.



LETTER XII.

YOU wish to know, How my warren-hares are

caught ? They are caught in traps, not unlike

to the common rat-traps. I leave mine always at

the meuses ; but they are set only when hares are

wanted : the hares, by thus constantly going through

them, have no mistrust, and are easily caught. These

traps should be made of old wood ; and even then it

will be some time before they will venture through

them. Other meuses must be also left open, lest a

distaste should make them forsake the place. To

my warren I have about twenty of these traps

;

though, as the stock of hares is great, I seldom have

occasion to set more than five or six, and scarcely

ever fail of catching as many hares. The warren

is paled in ; but I found it necessary to make the

meuses of brick ; that is, where the traps are placed.

Should you at any time wish to make a hare-warren,

it will be necessary for you to see one first, and

examine the traps, boxes, and stoppers ; to all which

there are particularities not easy to be described.

Should you perceive the hares, toward the end of the

season, to become shy of the traps, from having been

often caught, it will be necessary to drive them in

with spaniels. Should this be the case, you will find
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them very thick round the warren ; for the warren-

hares will be unwilling to leave it, and, when dis-

turbed by dogs, will immediately go in.

If you turn them out before greyhounds, you

cannot give them too much law ; if before hounds,

you cannot give them too little ; for reasons which I

will presently add. Though hares, as I told you

before, never run so well before hounds, as when they

do not know where they are
;
yet, before greyhounds,

it is the reverse : and your trap-hares, to run well,

should always be turned out within their knowledge :

they are naturally timid ; and are easily disheartened,

when they have no point to make to for safety.

If you turn out any before your hounds (which, if

it be not your wish, I shall by no means recommend),

give them not much time, but lay on your hounds as

soon as they are out of view : if you do not, they will

be likely to stop, which is oftentimes fatal. Views

are at all times to be avoided, but particularly with

trap-hares ; for, as these know not where they are,

the hounds have too great an advantage over them.

It is best to turn them down the wind : they hear the

hounds better, and seldom turn again. Hounds for

this business should not be too fleet. These hares

run straight, and make no doubles : they leave a

strong scent, and have other objections, in common
with animals turned out before hounds : they may

give you a gallop ; they will, however, show but little

hunting. The hounds are to be hunted like a pack

of fox-hounds, as a trap-hare runs very much in the

same manner, and will even top the hedges. What I
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should prefer to catching the hares in traps, would be

a warren in the midst of an open country, which might

be stopped close on hunting-days. This would supply

the whole country with hares, which, after one turn

round the warren, would most probably run straight

at end. The number of hares that a warren will

supply, is hardly to be conceived : I seldom turned

out less, in one year, than thirty brace of trap-hares,

besides many others killed in the environs, of which

no account was taken. My warren is a wood of near

thirty acres : one of half the size would answer the

purpose perhaps as well. Mine is cut out into many

walks : a smaller warren should have only one, and

that round the outside of it. No dog should ever be

suffered to go into it ; and traps should be constantly

set for stoats and pole-cats. It is said, that parsley

makes hares strong ; they certainly are very fond

of eating it ; it therefore cannot be amiss to sow some

within the warren, as it may be a means of keeping

your hares more at home.

I had once some conversation with a gentleman

about the running of my trap-hares, who said he had

been told that catching a hare, and tying a piece of

ribbon to her car, was a sure way to make her run

straight— I make no doubt of it ; and so would a

canister tied to her tail.

I am sorry that you should think I began my first

Letter on the subject of hare-hunting in a manner

that might offend any of my brother-sportsmen. It

was not hare-hunting that I meant to depreciate, but

the country I had hunted hare in. It is good diversion
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in a good country : you are always certain of sport

;

and if you really love to see your hounds hunt, the

hare, when properly hunted, will show you more of it

than any other animal.

You ask me, What is the right time to leave off

hare-hunting ? You should be guided in that by the

season : you should never hunt after March ; and, if

the season be forward, you should leave off sooner.

Having now so considerably exceeded the plan

that I first proposed, you may wonder if I omit to say

anything of stag-hunting. Believe me, if I do, it will

not be for want of respect ; but because I have seen

very little of it. It is true, I hunted two winters at

Turin ; but their hunting, you know, is no more like

ours than is the hot meal we there stood up to eat, to

the English breakfast that we sit down to here. Were
I to describe their manner of hunting, their infinity of

dogs, their number of huntsmen, their relays of horses,

their great saddles, great bitts, and jack-boots—it

would be no more to our present purpose than the

description of a wild-boar chase in Germany, or the

hunting of jackals in Bengal

—

C'est une chasse magni-

fique, et voila tout. However, to give you an idea of

their huntsmen, I must tell you that one day the stag,

which is very unusual, broke cover, and left the forest

;

a circumstance which gave as much pleasure to me as

displeasure to all the rest : it put every thing into con-

fusion. I followed one of the huntsmen, thinking he

knew the country best ; but it was not long before we
were separated : the first ditch we came to stopped

him : I, eager to go on, hallooed out to him, "Allons,
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Piqueur, sautcz done" "Non pardi" replied he, very

coolly, " cest un doublefosse"—-je ne saute pas les doubles

fosse's." There was also an odd accident the same day,

which, as it happened to a great man, even to the

king himself, you may think interesting ; besides, it

was the occasion of a bon mot worth your hearing :

—

The king, eager in the pursuit, rode into a bog, and

was dismounted: he was not hurt: he was soon on his

legs, and we were all standing round him. One of his

old generals, who was at some distance behind, no

sooner saw the king off his horse, than he rode up full

gallop to know the cause. " Otiest-ce que cest ?—quest-

ce que cest?" cries the good old general, and in he

tumbles into the same bog. Count Kevenhuller, with

great humour, replied, pointing to the place, " Voila ce

que cest !—voila ce que cest

!

"

With regard to the stag-hunting in this country, as

I have already told you that I know but little of it,

you will, without doubt, think it a sufficient reason for

my being silent concerning it.



LETTER XIII.

IN some of the preceding Letters, we have, I

think, settled the business of the kennel in all its

parts ; and determined what should be the number,

and what the qualifications, of the attendants on the

hounds : we also agree in opinion, that a pack should

consist of about twenty-five couple : I shall now

proceed to give some account of the use of them.

You desire that I would be as particular as if you

were to hunt the hounds yourself. To obey you,

therefore, I think I had better send you a description

of an imaginary chase ; in which I shall be at liberty

to describe such events as probably may happen, and

to which your present inquiries seem most to lead : a

further and more circumstantial explanation of them

will necessarily become the subject of my future

Letters. I am, at the same time, well aware of the

difficulties attending such an undertaking. A fox-

chase is not easy to be described
;

yet, as even a faint

description of it may serve, to a certain degree, as an

answer to the various questions which you are

pleased to make concerning that diversion, I shall

prosecute my attempt in such a manner as I think

may suit your purpose best. As I fear it may read

ill, it shall not be long. A gentleman, to whose
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understanding Nature had most evidently been

sparing of her gifts, as often as he took up a book

and met with a passage which he could not

comprehend, was used to write in the margin

opposite, matiere embrouillde, and gave himself no

further concern about it. As different causes have

been known to produce the same effects, should you

treat me in like manner, I shall think it the severest

censure that can be passed upon me. Our friend

Somerville, I apprehend, was no great fox-hunter

;

yet all that he says on the subject of hunting is so

sensible and just, that I shall turn to his account of

fox-hunting, and quote it where I can. The hour

most favourable to the diversion, is certainly an early

one ; nor do I think I can fix it better than to say,

the hounds should be at the cover at sun-rising. Let

us suppose that we are arrived at the cover-side.

Delightful scene !

Where all around is gay, men, horses, dogs ;

And in each smiling countenance appears

Fresh blooming health, and universal joy.

—

Somerville.

Now let your huntsman throw in his hounds as

quietly as he can, and let the two whippers-in keep

wide of him on either hand, so that a single hound

may not escape them ; let them be attentive to his

halloo, and be ready to encourage, or rate, as that

directs ; he will, of course, draw up the wind, for

reasons which I shall give in another place. Now, if

you can keep your brother-sportsmen in order, and

put any discretion into them, you are in luck ; they

more frequently do harm than good. If it be
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possible, persuade those who wish to halloo the

fox off, to stand quiet under the cover-side, and

on no account to halloo him too soon : if they do,

he most certainly will turn back again. Could you

entice them all into the cover, your sport, in all

probability, would not be the worse for it.

How well the hounds spread the cover! the

huntsman, you see, is quite deserted, and his horse,

who so lately had a crowd at his heels, has not now

one attendant left. How steadily they draw! you

hear not a single hound
;
yet none are idle. Is not

this better than to be subject to continual disappoint-

ment, from the eternal babbling of unsteady hounds ?

See ! how they range

Dispers'd, how busily this way and that

They cross, examining with curious nose

Each likely haunt. Hark ! on the drag I hear

Their doubtful notes, preluding to a cry

More nobly full, and swell'd with every mouth.—SOMERVILLE.

How musical their tongues ! and as they get nearer

to him, how the chorus fills ! Hark, he is found

!

Now, where are all your sorrows, and your cares, ye

gloomy souls ! or where your pains and aches, ye

complaining ones ! one halloo has dispelled them all.

What a crash they make ! and echo seemingly takes

pleasure to repeat the sound. The astonished

traveller forsakes his road, lured by its melody : the

listening ploughman now stops his plough ; and every

distant shepherd neglects his flock, and runs to see

him break—what joy, what eagerness, in every face !

How happy art thou, Man, when thou'rt no more

Thyself ! when all the pangs that grind thy soul,
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In rapture and in sweet oblivion lost,

Yield a short interval and ease from pain.

—

Somerville.

Mark how he runs the cover's utmost limits, yet

dares not venture forth : the hounds are still too near

!

That check is lucky. Now, if our friends head him

not, he will soon be off. Hark, they halloo ! by

G—d he 's gone.
Hark ! what loud shouts

Re-echo through the groves ! he breaks away

:

Shrill horns proclaim his flight. Each straggling hound

Strains o'er the lawn to reach the distant pack.

Tis triumph all, and joy.—Somerville.

Now, huntsman, get on with the head hounds ; the

whipper-in will bring on the others after you : keep

an attentive eye on the leading hounds, that, should

the scent fail them, you may know at least how far

they brought it.

Mind Galloper, how he leads them! It is difficult

to distinguish which is first, they run in such a style
;

yet he is the foremost hound : the goodness of his

nose is not less excellent than his speed. How he

carries the scent ! and, when he loses it, see how

eagerly he flings to recover it again ! There, now

he 's at head again ! See how they top the hedge

!

Now, how they mount the hill ! Observe what a

head they carry ; and show me, if thou canst, one

shuffler or skirter amongst them all. Are they not

like a parcel of brave fellows, who, when they engage

in an undertaking, determine to share its fatigue and

its dangers equally among them.

Far o'er the rocky hills we range,

And dangerous our course ; but in the brave

True courage never fails. In vain the stream
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In foaming eddies whirls ; in vain the ditch,

Wide gaping, threatens death. The craggy steep,

Where the poor dizzy shepherd crawls with care,

And clings to ev'ry twig, gives us no pain

;

But down we sweep, as stoops the falcon bold

To pounce his prey. Then up th' opponent hill,

By the swift motion slung, we mount aloft

:

So ships, in winter seas, now sliding sink

Adown the steepy wave, then toss'd on high,

Ride on the billows, and defy the storm.—SOMERVILLE.

It was then the fox I saw, as we came down the hill

:

those crows directed me which way to look, and the

sheep ran from him as he passed along. The hounds

are now on the very spot
;
yet the sheep stop them

not, for they dash beyond them. Now see with what

eagerness they cross the plain ! Galloper no longer

keeps his place. Brusher takes it : see how he flings

for the scent, and how impetuously he runs ; how

eagerly he took the lead, and how he strives to keep

it ! yet Victor comes up apace : he reaches him

!

Observe what an excellent race it is between them !

it is doubtful which will reach the cover first. How
equally they run ! how eagerly they strain ! Now
Victor, Victor ! Ah, Brusher, thou art beaten, Victor

first tops the hedge ! See there ; see how they all

take it in their strokes ! The hedge cracks with their

weight, so many jump at once !

Now hastes the whipper-in to the other side of the

cover : he is right, unless he head the fox.

Heav'ns! what melodious strains ! how beat our hearts

Big with tumultuous joy! the loaded gales

Breathe harmony ; and as the tempest drives

From wood to wood, thro' ev'ry dark recess

The forest thunders, and the mountains shake.—SOMERVILLE.
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Listen ! the hounds have turned : they are now in two

parts. The fox has been headed back, and we have

changed at last.

Now, my lad, mind the huntsman's halloo, and stop

to those hounds which he encourages. He is right!

that, doubtless, is the hunted fox. Now they are off

again.

What lengths we pass ! where will the wand'ring Chase

Lead us bewilder'd ! Smooth as swallows skim

The new-shorn mead, and far more swift, we fly.

See my brave pack ! how to the head they press,

Jostling in close array, then more diffuse

Obliquely wheel, while from their op'ning mouths

The vollied thunder breaks.

Look back and view

The strange confusion of the vale below,

Where sour vexation reigns

;

Old age laments

His vigour spent: the tall, plump, brawny youth

Curses his cumbrous bulk ; and envies now
The short pygmean race, he whilome kenn'd

With proud insulting leer. A chosen few

Alone the sport enjoy, nor droop beneath

Their pleasing toils.

—

Somerville.

Ha ! a check. Now for a moment's patience ! We
press too close upon the hounds ! Huntsman, stand

still! as yet they want you not. How admirably

they spread! how wide they cast! Is there a single

hound that does not try? If there be, ne'er shall he

hunt again. There, Trueman is on the scent : he

feathers, yet still is doubtful. 'Tis right ! how readily

they join him ! See those wide-casting hounds, how

they fly forward to recover the ground they have

lost ! Mind Lightning, how she dashes ; and Mtingo,

how he works ! Old Fra7itic, too, now pushes
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forward : she knows as well as we the fox is

sinking.

Ha ! yet he flies, nor yields

To black despair. But one loose more and all

His wiles are vain. Hark ! through yon village now
The rattling clamour rings. The barns, the cots,

And leafless elms, return the joyous sounds.

Thro' ev'ry homestall, and thro' ev'ry yard,

His midnight walks, panting, forlorn, he flies.—SOMERVILLE.

Huntsman! at fault at last? How far did you bring

the scent ? Have the hounds made their own cast ?

Now make yours. You see that sheep-dog has

coursed the fox :

x get forward with your hounds, and

make a wide cast.

Hark! that halloo is indeed a -lucky one. If we

can hold him on, we may yet recover him ; for a fox

so much distressed must stop at last. We shall now

see if they will hunt as well as run ; for there is but

little scent, and the impending cloud still makes

that little less. How they enjoy the scent! See

how busy they all are, and how each in his turn

prevails

!

Huntsman, be quiet ! Whilst the scent was good,

you press'd on your hounds : it was well done : when

they came to a check, you stood still and interrupted

them not : they were afterwards at fault
;
you made

your cast with judgment, and lost no time. You now

must let them hunt. With such a cold scent as this

[
l When a fox is coursed by a sheep-dog, which, alas ! often happens

in these days, the scent is entirely changed, and the pack should be held

forward at once. Whether the loss of scent is caused by the smell

of the dog or by the fox being frightened is not certain, but probably it

is a little of both.]
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you can do no good : they must do it all themselves.

Lift them now, and not a hound will stoop again.

Ha ! a high road at such a time as this, when the

tenderest- nosed hound can hardly own the scent!

Another fault ! That man at work, then, has headed

back the fox. Huntsman ! cast not your hounds

now
;
you see they have over-run the scent : have

a little patience, and let them, for once, try back.

We now must give them time. See where they

bend towards yonder furze brake ! I wish he may

have stopped there ! Mind that old hound, how he

dashes o'er the furze ; I think he winds him ! Now
for a fresh entapis ! Hark ! they halloo ! Aye, there

he goes

!

It is nearly over with him : had the hounds caught

view, he must have died. He will hardly reach the

cover. See how they gain upon him at every

stroke! It is an admirable race! yet the cover

saves him.

Now be quiet, and he cannot escape us : we have

the wind of the hounds, and cannot be better placed.

How short he runs ! He is now in the very strongest

part of the cover. What a crash ! every hound is in,

and every hound is running for him. That was a

quick turn! Again another! he's put to his last

shifts. Now Mischief is at his heels, and death is

not far off. Ha ! they all stop at once : all silent, and

yet no earth is open. Listen ! now they are at him

again ! Did you hear that hound catch view ? They

over-ran the scent, and the fox had laid down behind

them. Now, Reynard, look to yourself! How quick

L
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they all give their tongues ! Little Dreadnought,

how he works him ! The terriers, too, they now are

squeaking at him. How close Vengeance pursues

!

how terribly she presses ! It is just up with him

!

Gods ! what a crash they make ! the whole wood

resounds ! That turn was very short ! There ! now

—aye, now they have him ! Who-hoop !



LETTER XIV.

FOX-HUNTING, however lively and animating

it may be in the field, is but a dull, dry subject

to write upon ; and I can now assure you from ex-

perience, that it is much less difficult to follow a fox-

chase than to describe one. You will easily imagine,

that to give enough of variety to a single action, to

make it interesting, and to describe in a few minutes

the events of, perhaps, as many hours ; though it

pretend to no merit, has at least some difficulty and

trouble : and you will as easily conclude that I am glad

they are over.

You desire me to explain that part of my last

Letter, which says, if we can hold him on, we may now

recover him. It means, if we have scent to follow on

the line of him, it is probable that he will stop, and we

may hunt up to him again. You also object to my
saying, catch a fox : you call it a bad expression, and

say that it is not sportly. I believe that I have not

often used it ; and when I have, it has been to dis-

tinguish between the hunting a fox down as you do a

hare, and the killing of him with hard running. You

tell me, I should always kill a fox : I might answer, I

must catch him first.

You say, that I have not enlivened my chase with

147
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many halloos : it is true, I have not ; and, what is

worse, I fear I am never likely to meet your

approbation in that particular ; for should we hunt

together, then I make no doubt you will think that I

halloo too much ; a fault which every one is guilty of,

who really loves this animating sport, and is eager in

the pursuit of it. Believe me, I never could halloo in

my life, unless after hounds ; and the writing a halloo

appears to me almost as difficult as to pen a whisper.

Your friend A
,
you say, is very severe on us

fox-hunters : no one is more welcome. However,

even he might have known, that the profession of fox-

hunting is much altered since the time of Sir John

Vanbrugh ; and the intemperance, clownishness, and

ignorance of the old fox-hunter, are quite worn out : a

much truer definition of one might now be made than

that which he has left. Fox-hunting is now become

the amusement of gentlemen ; nor need any gentleman

be ashamed of it.

I shall now begin to answer your various questions

as they present themselves. Though I was glad of

this expedient to methodize, in some degree, the

variety that we have to treat of, yet I was well aware

of the impossibility of sufficiently explaining myself in

the midst of a fox-chase, whose rapidity, you know

very well, brooks no delay. Now is the time, there-

fore, to make good that deficiency : what afterwards

remains on the subject of hunting, will serve as a sup-

plement to the rest ; in which I shall still have it in

my power to introduce whatever may be now forgotten,

or give a further explanation of such parts as may seem
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to you to require it ; for, since my principal view in

writing these Letters is, to make the instruction that

they contain of some use to you, if you should want

it ; if not, to others—the being as clear and as explicit

as I can, will be far beyond all other considerations.

Repetitions, we know, are shocking things
;

yet, in

writing so many Letters on the same subject, I fear it

will be difficult to avoid them.

First, then, as to the early hour recommended in

my former Letter— I agree with you, that it requires

explanation : but you will please to consider, that you

desired me to fix the hour most favourable to the

sport, and, without doubt, it is an early one} You

say, that I do not go out so early myself. It is true,

I do not. Do physicians always follow their own

prescriptions ? Is it not sufficient that their pre-

scriptions be good? However, if my hounds should

be out of blood, I go out early ; for then it becomes

necessary to give them every advantage. At an

early hour, you are seldom long before you find.

The morning is the part of the day that generally

affords the best scent ; and the animal himself, which,

in such a case, you are more than ever desirous of

killing, is then least able to run away from you.

The want of rest, and perhaps a full belly, give

hounds a great advantage over him. I expect, my
friend, that you will reply to this, "a fox-hunter, then,

is not a fair sports?nan" He certainly is not ; and,

what is more, would be very sorry to be mistaken for

1 An early hour is only necessary where you are not likely to find

without a drag.



150 THOUGHTS ON HUNTING

one. He is otherwise from principle. In his opinion,

a fair sportsman, and a foolish sportsman, are synony-

mous : he therefore takes every advantage that he

can of the fox. You will think, perhaps, that he may

sometimes spoil his own sport by this : it is true, he

sometimes does, but then he makes his hounds ; the

whole art of fox-hunting being to keep the hounds

well in blood. Sport is but a secondary consideration

with a true fox-hunter. The first is the killing of the

fox: hence arises the eagerness of pursuit—chief

pleasure of the chase. I confess, I esteem blood so

necessary to a pack of fox-hounds, that, with regard

to myself, I always return home better pleased with

but an indifferent chase, with death at the end of it,

than with the best chase possible, if it end with the

loss of the fox. Good chases, generally speaking,

are long chases ; and, if not attended with success,

never fail to do more harm to hounds than good. Our

pleasures, I believe, for the most part, are greater

during the expectation than the enjoyment. In this

case, reality itself warrants the idea, and your present

success is almost a sure fore-runner of future sport.
1

p The whole of the foregoing paragraph is full of wisdom, and it

would be impossible to call attention to any particular point. Most

people who are connected with hounds are quite aware of the necessity

for blood, but there are some men who have hunted for years and never

like a fox to be killed. These men want their gallop, and would be the

first to find fault if hounds grew slack, but they either don't care or

don't realise the means that are necessary to provide them with sport.

One pack will have good sport when at the same time another equally

good pack will never run for twenty minutes consecutively, and never

carry a run to a definite end. The reason for this is that one pack is in

blood and the other is not. Nothing succeeds like success in hunting,

and a pack of hounds in blood will carry all before them.]
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I remember to have heard an odd anecdote of the

late Duke of R , who was very popular in his

neighbourhood : A butcher at Lyndhurst, a lover of

the sport, as often as he heard the hounds return from

hunting, came out to meet them, and never failed to

ask the duke, " What sport he had ?
" " Very good,

I thank you, honest friend." " Has your grace killed a

fox ?" "No : we have had a good run, but we have not

killed." "Pshaw!" cried the butcher, looking archly, and

pointing at him with his finger. This was so constantly

repeated, that the duke, when he had not killed a fox,

was used to say, that he was afraid to meet the butcher.

You ask, Why the huntsman is to draw so quietly ?

and, Why up the wind ? With regard to his draw-

ing quietly, that may depend on the kind of cover

before him, and also on the season of the year. If

your covers be small, or such from which a fox cannot

break unseen, then noise can do no hurt ; if you draw

at a late hour, and when there is no drag, then the

more the cover is disturbed the better—the more

likely you are to find. Late in the season, foxes are

wild, particularly in covers that are often hunted. If

you do not draw quietly, he will sometimes get too

much the start of you. When you have any suspicion

of this, send on a whipper-in to the opposite side of

the cover, before you throw in your hounds. With

regard to the drawing up the wind

—

that is much

more material. You never fail to give the wind to a

pointer and setter—why not to a hound? 1 Besides,

P It is quite right to draw up wind all large woodlands, but small

coverts should be drawn down wind, otherwise foxes are very likely
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the fox, if you draw up the wind, does not hear you

coming ; and your hounds, by this means, are never

out of your hearing : besides, should he turn down

the wind, as most probably he will, it lets them

all in. Suppose yourself acting directly contrary

to this, and then see what is likely to be the

consequence.

You think I am too severe on my brother-sports-

men : if more so than they deserve, I am sorry for it.

I know many gentlemen who are excellent sportsmen;

yet I am sorry to say, the greater number of those who

ride after hounds are not : and it is those only to whom
I allude. Few gentlemen will take any pains ; few of

them will stop a hound, though he should run riot

close beside them ; or will stand quiet a moment,

though it be to halloo a fox. It is true, they will not

fail to halloo if he should come in their way; and they

will do the same to as many foxes as they see. Some
will encourage hounds which they do not know : this

is a great fault. Were every gentleman who follows

hounds to fancy himself a huntsman, what noise, what

confusion, would ensue ! I consider many of them as

gentlemen riding out; and I am never so well pleased,

as when I see them ride home again. You may per-

haps have thought that I wished them all to be hunts-

men—most certainly not : but the more assistants a

huntsman has, the better, in all probability, his hounds

to be chopped. If several coverts are near together, those down wind

should be drawn first unless they are a mile or two apart, when it is the

best plan to begin drawing those furthest from home and work towards

the kennels.]
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will be. Good sense, and a little observation, will

soon prevent such people from doing amiss ; and I

hold it as an almost invariable rule in hunting, that

those who do not know how to do good, are always

liable to do harm. 1 There is scarcely an instant

during a whole chase, when a sportsman ought not

to be in one particular place; and I will venture to

say, that if he be not there, he might as well be in

his bed.

I must give you an extraordinary instance of a

gentleman's knowledge of hunting : He had hired a

house in a fine hunting country, with a good kennel

belonging to it, in the neighbourhood of two packs of

fox-hounds, of which mine was one ; and, that he

might not offend the owner of either, intended, as he

said, to hunt with both. He offered me the use of

his kennel, which, for some reasons, I chose to

decline : it was afterwards offered to the other

gentleman, who accepted it. The first day that the

hounds hunted his country, he did not appear : the

second day, the hounds were no sooner at the cover-

side, than my friend saw an odd figure, strangely

accoutred, riding up, with a spaniel following him.

"Sir," said he, "it gave me great concern not to be

1 This is a better reason, perhaps, why gentlemen ought to under-

stand this diversion, than for the good they may do in it ; since a pack

of hounds that are well manned will seldom need any other assistance.

A gentleman, perceiving his hounds to be much confused by the frequent

halloos of a stranger, rode up to him, and thanked him with great

civility for the trouble he was taking ; but, at the same time, acquainted

him, that the two men he saw in green coats, were paid so much a-year

on purpose to halloo; it would be needless for him, therefore, to give him-

self any further trouble.
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able to attend you when you was here before : I hope

you was not offended at it ; for, to show you how well

I am inclined to assist your hunt, you see, / have

brought my little dog!'

I will now give you an instance of another gentle-

man's love of hunting :—We were returning from

hunting over a very fine country ; and, upon its being

remarked that we had a pleasant ride, he replied

—

" The best part of the sport, in my opinion, is the

riding home to dinner afterwards." He is, without

doubt, of the same opinion with a fat old gentleman

that I one day overtook upon the road, who, after

having asked me, " How many foxes we usually

killed in one day ? " and " Why I did not hunt hare

rather than fox, as she was better to eat ? " concluded

with saying, " There is but one part of hunting I

likes

—

it makes one very hungry!'

There are two things which I particularly recom-

mend to you ;—the one is, to make your hounds

steady ; the other, to make them all draw. Many
huntsmen are fond of having them at their horse's

heels ; but, believe me, they never get so well, or

so soon, together, as when they spread the cover

:

besides, I have often known, when there have been

only a few finders, that they have found their fox,

gone down the wind, and been heard of no more

that day.

Never take out an unsteady old hound : young

ones properly awed from riot, and that will stop

at a rate, may be put into the pack, a few at a

time ; but an old hound that is vicious should not
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escape hanging : let him be ever so good in other

respects, I will not excuse him ; for a pack must

be wretched indeed, that can stand in need of such

assistance.

There is infinite pleasure in hearing a fox well

found. When you get up to his kennel with a good

drag, the chorus increasing as you go, it inspires a

joy, more easy to be felt than described. With

regard to my own sensations, I would rather hear one

fox found in this lively manner, than ride the best

hare-chase that was ever run.

Much depends on the first finding of your fox :

dimidium facti^ qui bene ccepit, habet, which we
learned at Westminster, is verified here ; for I look

upon a fox well found to be half killed. I think

people generally are in too great a hurry on this

occasion. There is an enthusiasm attending this

diversion, which, in this instance in particular, ought

always to be restrained.
1 The hounds are always

mad enough when they find their fox : if the men be

also mad, they make mad work of it indeed. A
gentleman of my acquaintance, who hunts his own

hounds, and is not less eager than the rest of us, yet

very well knows the bad consequences of being so

—

to prevent this fault in himself, always begins by

taking a pinch of snuff; he then sings part of an old

song, " Some say that care killed the cat" &c. By

this time his hounds get together, and settle to the

1 There are but few instances where sportsmen are not too noisy and

too fond of encouraging their hounds, which seldom do their business so

well as when little is said to them.
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scent. He then halloos, and rides as if the d—

1

drove.

If the fox break cover, you will sometimes see a

young sportsman ride after him. He never fails to

ask such a one, " Do you think you can catch him,

Sir?" "No." "Why, then, be so good as to let

my hounds try if they can,"



LETTER XV.

I
LEFT off just as I had found the fox: I now,

therefore, with your leave, will suppose that the

hounds are running him. You desire that I would

be more particular with regard to the men : it was

always my intention. To begin, then—The hunts-

man ought certainly to set off with his foremost

hounds, and I should wish him to keep as close to

them afterwards as he conveniently can ; nor can

any harm arise from it, unless he should not have

common sense. No hounds then can slip down the

wind, and get out of his hearing : he will also see

how far they carry the scent ; necessary requisite
;

— for, without it, he never can make a cast with

any certainty.

You will find it not less necessary for your hunts-

man to be active in pressing his hounds forward, 1

while the scent is good, than to be prudent in not

hurrying them beyond it when it is bad. Yours,

you say is a good horseman : it is of the utmost

consequence to your sport ; nor is it possible for a

1 Pressing hounds on, is perhaps a dangerous expression ; as more

harm may be done by pressing them beyond the scent, when it is good,

than when it is bad. However, it means no more than to get forward

the tail hounds, and to encourage the others to push on as fast as they

can while the scent serves them.

157
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huntsman to be of much use who is not ; for the first

thing, and the very sine qua non, of a fox-hunter, is to

ride up to his headmost hounds. It is his business to

be ready at all times to lend them that assistance

which they so frequently need, and which, when they

are first at a fault, is then most critical. A fox-hound

at that time will exert himself most : he afterwards

cools, and becomes more indifferent about his game.

Those huntsmen who do not get forward enough to

take advantage of this eagerness and impetuosity, and

direct it properly, seldom know enough of hunting to

be of much use to them afterwards.

You will perhaps find it more difficult to keep your

whipper-in back, than to get your huntsman forward
;

at least, I always have found it so.
1

It is, however,

necessary ; nor will a good whipper-in leave a cover

while a single hound remains in it : for this reason

there should be two ; one of whom should always be

forward with the huntsman. You cannot conceive the

many ills that may happen to hounds that are left

behind. 2
I do not know that I can enumerate one half

of them ; but of this you may be certain, that the

keeping them together is the surest means to keep

1 Though a huntsman cannot be too fond of hunting, a whipper-in

easily may. His business will seldom allow him to be forward enough
with the hounds to see much of the sport. His only thought, therefore,

should be to keep the hounds together, and to contribute as much as he
can to the killing of the fox.

[
2 Hounds should never be waited for unless they have not had a

chance of hearing the horn. Hounds are very much like children ; they

hate being left behind or lost, and if they find no one waits, they will

take care to get on, but if they see that there is a nursemaid waiting

outside the covert until they choose to come out, they often won't

hurry themselves.]
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them steady. When left to themselves, they seldom

refuse any blood they can get ; they acquire many bad

habits ; they become conceited ; a terrible fault in any

animal ;—and they learn to tie upon the scent ; an

unpardonable fault in a foxhound :—besides this, they

frequently get a trick of hunting by themselves ; and

they seldom are worth much afterwards. The lying

out in the cold, perhaps the whole night, can do no

good to their constitutions ; nor will the being worried

by sheep-dogs, or mastiffs, be of service to their

bodies :—all this, however, and much more, they are

liable to. I believe I mentioned in my fourth Letter,

that the straw-house door should be left open when

any hounds are missing.

Every country is soon known ; and nine foxes out

of ten, with the wind in the same quarter, will follow

the same track. It is easy, therefore, for the whipper-

in to cut short, and catch the hounds again ; at least,

it is so in the country where I hunt. With a high

scent, you cannot push on hounds too much. Screams

keep the fox forward, at the same time that they keep

the hounds together, or let in the tail hounds
;

x they

also enliven the sport, and, if discreetly used, are

always of service ; but, in cover, they should be given

with the greatest caution.

Most fox-hunters wish to see their hounds run in a

good style. I confess I am myself one of those. I

1 Halloos seldom do any hurt, when you are running up the wind
;

for then, none but the tail hounds can hear you : when you are running

down the wind, you should halloo no more than may be necessary to

bring the tail hounds forward ; for a hound that knows his business

seldom wants encouragement when he is upon a scent.
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hate to see a string of them ; nor can I bear to see

them creep where they can leap. It is the dash of the

fox-hound which distinguishes him, as truly as the

motto of William of Wickham distinguishes us. A
pack of harriers, if they have time, may kill a fox ; but

I defy them to kill him in the style in which a fox

ought to be killed : they must hunt him down. If you

intend to tire him out, you must expect to be tired

also yourself. I never wish a chase to be less than

one hour, or to exceed two i

1
it is sufficiently long, if

properly followed : it will seldom be longer, unless

there be a fault somewhere ; either in the day, in the

huntsman, or in the hounds. What Lord Chatham

once said of a battle, is particularly applicable to a

fox-chase : it should be short, sharp, and decisive.

There is, I believe, but little difference in the

speed of hounds of the same size : the great difference

is in the head they carry ; and, in order that they may

run well together, you should not keep too many old

hounds : after five or six seasons, they generally do

more harm than good. If they tie upon the scent, and

come hunting after, hang them up immediately, let

their age be what it may : there is no getting such

conceited devils on ; they will never come to a halloo,

which every hound that is off the scent, or behind the

rest, should not fail to do ; and they are always more

likely to draw you back than help you forward. 2

p Now that horses and hounds are faster than in Beckford's time, we
might say not less than thirty-five minutes or more than one hour and

forty minutes, at least, in a grass country.]
2 From this passage, the critic endeavours to prove the sportsman's

ingratitude ; and yet common sense, I believe, induces most men to rid
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You think me too severe on skirters. I must

confess, that I have but one objection to them, and

it is this— I have constantly seen them do more harm

than good.

Changing from the hunted fox to a fresh one, is

as bad an accident as can happen to a pack of fox-

hounds, and requires all the observation and all the

ingenuity that man is capable of, to guard against it.

Could a fox-hound distinguish a hunted fox as the

deer-hound does the deer that is blown, fox-hunting

would then be perfect.
1 There are certain rules that

ought to be observed by huntsmen. A huntsman

should always listen to his hounds while they are

running in cover ; he should be particularly attentive

to the headmost hounds, and should be constantly on

his guard against a skirter ; for, if there be two scents,

he must be wrong. Generally speaking, the best scent

is least likely to be that of the hunted fox ; and as a

fox seldom suffers hounds to run up to him as long as

themselves of that, which, if kept, would be prejudicial to them. The
critic seems to allude to a well-known fable of ^Esop, but is not very

happy in the application. He has also misquoted the passage— the

author does not say tire, but tie upon the scent.—Good hounds, when

they become aged, are liable to the first ; bad ones only, are guilty of

the last. In either case, death is not meant as a punishment, nor is it

considered as a misfortune.—Vide Monthly Review.

\} This is a point on which we cannot quite agree with the author.

Some hounds can and undoubtedly do distinguish between the scent of

the run fox and that of a fresh one. It is a very delicate power of

perception, and is often lost by a pack being continually holloaed on to

fresh foxes. There is also no doubt that a fox's scent changes as he

becomes tired, and the hounds to know this must be those that have had

continual experience in catching their foxes. When a fox is getting

tired and the scent is growing weaker, a pack that is out of blood will

not persevere and try without considerable encouragement.]

M
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he is able to prevent it, so, nine times out of ten, when

foxes are hallooed early in the day, they are all fresh

foxes. The hounds most likely to be right, are the

hard -running line -hunting hounds, or such as the

huntsman knows had the lead before there arose any

doubt of changing. With regard to the fox, if he

break over an open country, it is no sign that he is

hard-run ; for they seldom at any time will do that,

unless they be a great way before the hounds ; also, if

he run up the wind ; as they seldom or ever do that

when they have been long hunted and grow weak

;

and when they run their foil, that also may direct him.

All this, as you will perceive, requires a good ear and

nice observation ; and, indeed, in that consists the

chief excellence of a huntsman.

When the hounds divide and are in two parts, the

whipper-in, in stopping, must attend to the huntsman,

and wait for his halloo, before he attempts to stop

either ; for want of proper management in this

particular, I have known the hounds stopped at both

places, and both foxes lost by it. If they have many

scents, and it is quite uncertain which is the hunted

fox, let him stop those that are farthest down the

wind, as they can hear the others, and will reach

them soonest : in such a case, there will be little

use in stopping those that are up the wind.

When hounds are at a check, let every one be

silent and stand still : but as I have already said so

much on that head in my eleventh Letter, on hare-

hunting, I beg leave to refer you to it. Whippers-in

are frequently at this time coming on with the tail
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hounds : they should never halloo to them when the

hounds are at fault : the least thin"- does hurt at such

a time, but a halloo more than any other. The hunts-

man, at a check, had better let his hounds alone, or

content himself with holding them forward, without

taking them off their noses. Hounds that are not

used to be cast, a tout boict de champ, will of themselves

acquire a better cast than it is in the power of any

huntsman to give them ; will spread more, and try

better for the scent ; and, if in health and spirits, will

want no encouragement.

Should they be at fault, after having made their

own cast (which the huntsman should always first

encourage them to do), it is then his business to assist

them farther ; but, except in some particular instances,

I never approve of their being cast, as long as they are

inclined to hunt. The first cast I bid my huntsman

make, is generally a regular one ; not choosing to rely

entirely on his judgment : if that should not succeed,

he is then at liberty to follow his own opinion, and

proceed as observation and genius may direct. When
such a cast is made, I like to see some mark of good

sense and meaning in it ; whether down the wind, or

towards some likely cover, or strong earth : however,

as it is, at best, uncertain, and as the huntsman and

the fox may be of different opinions, I always wish to

see a regular cast before I see a knowing one ; which

as a last resource, should not be called forth till it be

wanted. The letting hounds alone is but a negative

goodness in a huntsman ; whereas, it is true, this last

shows real genius ; and, to be perfect, it must be born
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with him. There is a fault, however, which a knowing

huntsman is too apt to commit :—he will find a fresh

fox, and then claim the merit of having recovered the

hunted one. It always is dangerous to throw hounds

into a cover to retrieve a lost scent, and, unless they

hit him in, is not to be depended on. Driven to the

last extremity, should a knowing cast not succeed,

your huntsman is in nowise blameable. Mine, I

remember, lost me a good chase, by persevering too

long in a favourite cast ; but he gave me so many

good reasons why the fox ought to have gone that

way, that I returned perfectly well satisfied, telling

him at the same time, that, if the fox was a fool}

he could not help it.

Gentlemen, when hounds are at fault, are too apt

themselves to prolong it : they should always stop

their horses some distance behind the hounds ; and,

if it be possible to remain silent, this is the time to

be so : they should be careful not to ride before the

hounds, or over the scent ; nor should they ever meet

a hound in the face, unless with a design to stop him.

Should you at any time be before the hounds, turn

your horse's head the way they are going, get out

of their track, and let them pass by you.

In dry weather, foxes, particularly in heathy

countries, will run the roads. If gentlemen, at such

times, will ride close upon the hounds, they may drive

them miles without any scent.
1 High-mettled fox-

1 No one should ever ride in a direction which, if persisted in, would

carry him amongst the hounds, unless he be at a great distance behind

them.
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hounds are seldom inclined to stop while horses are

close at their heels.

An acquaintance of mine, a good sportsman, but a

very warm one, when he sees the company pressing

too close upon his hounds, begins with crying out as

loud as he can, hold hard ! If any one should persist

after that, he begins moderately at first, and says,

I beg, Sir, yozt will stop your horse—Pray, Sir, stop

— God bless you, Sir, stop !— God d—n your blood,

Sir, stop your horse !

I am now, as you may perceive, in a very violent

passion ; so I will e'en stop the continuation of this

subject till I be cool again.



LETTER XVI.

I
ENDED my last Letter, I think, in a violent

passion. The hounds, I believe, were at fault

also. I shall now continue the further explanation

of my thirteenth Letter from that time.

The first moment that hounds are at fault, is a

critical one for the sport : people then should be very

attentive. Those who look forward, perhaps, may see

the fox ; or the running of sheep, or the pursuit of

crows, may give them some tidings of him. Those

who listen, may sometimes take a hint which way he

is gone, from the chattering of a magpie, or perhaps

be at a certainty from a distant halloo : nothing, that

can give any intelligence at such a time, is to be

neglected. Gentlemen are too apt to ride all together :

were they to spread more, they might sometimes be

of service, particularly those who, from a knowledge

of the sport, keep down the wind : it would then

be difficult for either hounds or fox to escape their

observation. 1

You should, however, be cautious how you go to a

halloo. The halloo itself must, in a great measure,

direct you ; and though it afford no certain rule, yet

1 Those sportsmen only who wish to be of service to the hounds, and
know how, should ride wide of them.

166
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you may frequently guess by it whether it may be

depended on or not. At the sowing time, when boys

are bird-keeping, if you be not very much on your

guard, their halloo will sometimes deceive you. It is

best, when you are in doubt, to send on a whipper-in

to know : the worst, then, that can befall you, is the loss

of a little time ; whereas, if you gallop away with the

hounds to the halloo, and are obliged to return, it is a

chance if they try for the scent afterwards : on the

other hand, if, certain of the halloo, you intend going

to it, then the sooner you get to it the better. I have

been more angry with my huntsman for being slow at

a time like this, than for any other fault whatsoever.

Huntsmen who are slow at getting to a halloo, are

void of common sense.

They frequently commit another fault, by being in

too great a hurry when they get there. It is hardly

credible how much our eagerness is apt, at such a time,

to mislead our judgment ; for instance, when we get to

the halloo, the first questions are natural enough—Did

you see the fox ? Which way did he go ? The man
points with his finger, perhaps, and then away you all

ride as fast as you can, and in such a hurry, that not

one will stay to hear the answer to the question which

all were so ready to ask : the general consequence of

which is, you mistake the place, and are obliged to

return to the man for better information. Depend

upon it, the less you hurry on this occasion, the more

time you save ; and wherever the fox was seen for a

certainty, whether near or distant, that will not only

be the surest, but also the best, place to take the
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scent ; and, besides the certainty of going right, you

probably will get on faster than you would by any

other means.

That halloos are not always to be depended on,

will be sufficiently evinced by the following instances :

My hounds being at a long fault, a fellow halloo'd

to them from the top of a rick at some distance off.

The huntsman, as you may believe, stuck spurs to his

horse, halloo'd till he was almost hoarse, and got to

the man as quickly as he could : the man still kept

hallooing ; and, as the hounds got near him, " Here"

said he

—

"here—here the fox is gone." "Is he far

before us ?" cried the huntsman. "How long ago was

it that you saw him ?" " No, master, I have not seen

him ; but I smelt him here this morning, when I came

to serve my sheep."

Another instance was this :—We were trying with

some deer-hounds for an out-lying stag, when we saw a

fellow running towards us in his shirt : we immediately

concluded that we should hear some news of the stag,

and set out joyfully to meet him. Our first question

was, If he had seen the stag? " No, Sir, I have not

seen him, but my wife dreamt as how she saw him

t other night."

Once a man halloo'd us back a mile, only to tell us

that we were right before, and we lost the fox by it.

A gentleman, seeing his hounds at fault, rode up to

a man at plough, and with great eagerness asked him,

If he had seen the fox. " The fox, Sir ?" " Yes, d—

n

you, the fox !—did you never see a fox ?" " Pray, Sir,

if I may be so bould, what sort of a looking creature
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may he be? Has he short ears and a long tail?"

"Yes." "Why, then, I can assure you, Sir, I have

seen no suck thing"

We are agreed, that hounds ought not to be cast,

as long as they are able to hunt ; and though the idea,

that a hunted fox never stops, is a very necessary one

to a fox-hunter, that he may be active and may lose no

time
;
yet tired foxes will stop, if you can hold them

on ; and I have known them stop, even in wheel-ruts

on the open down, and leap up in the midst of the

hounds. A tired fox ought not to be given up ; for

he is killed sometimes very unexpectedly. If hounds

have ever pressed him, he is worth your trouble

:

perseverance may recover him, and, if recovered, he

most probably will be killed ; nor should you despair

whilst any scent remains. The business of a hunts-

man is only difficult when the scent dies quite away
;

and it is then that he may show his judgment, when

the hounds are no longer able to show theirs. The

recovering a lost scent, and getting nearer to the fox

by a long cast, requires genius, and is therefore what

few huntsmen are equal to. When hounds are no

longer capable of feeling the scent, it all rests with the

huntsman : either the game is entirely given up, or is

only to be recovered by him, and is the effect of real

genius, spirit, and observation.

When hounds are at cold hunting with a bad scent,

it may then be a proper time to send a whipper-in for-

ward : if he can see the fox, a little mobbing, at such a

time as this, may reasonably be allowed.

When hounds are put to a check on a high road,
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by the fox being headed back, if, in that particular

instance, you suffer them to try back, it gives them the

best chance of hitting off the scent again, as they may

try on both sides at once.

When hounds are running in cover, you cannot be

too quiet. If the fox be running short, and the hounds

are catching him, not a word should then be said : it is

a difficult time for hounds to hunt him, as he is con-

tinually turning, and will sometimes lie down and let

them pass him.

I have remarked, that the greatest danger of losing

a fox is at the first finding of him, and when he is

sinking ; at both of which times he frequently will run

short ; and the eagerness of the hounds is too apt to

carry them beyond the scent. When a fox is first

found I wish every one would keep behind the hounds

till they are well settled to the scent ; and when the

hounds are catching him, I wish them to be as silent

as they can.

When he is caught, I like to see hounds eat him

eagerly. In some countries, I am told, they have a

method of treeing him i

1
it is of use to make the

hounds eager ; it lets them all in ; they recover their

wind, and eat him more readily. I should advise you,

at the same time, not to keep him too long, as I do not

imagine the hounds have any appetite to eat him,

longer than whilst they are angry with him.

When two packs of fox-hounds run together, and
1 The intention of it is, to make the hounds more eager, and to let in

the tail hounds. The fox is thrown across the branch of a tree, and the

hounds are suffered to bay at him for some minutes before he is thrown

amongst them.
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they kill the fox, the pack that found him is entitled to

the head. Should both have found, how is it to be

determined then ? The huntsman who gets in first,

seems, in my opinion, to have the best right to it
;
yet,

to prevent a dispute (which, of course, might be

thought a wrong-headed one), would he not do well to

cut off the head, and present it to the other huntsman?

The same author, whom I quoted in my tenth

Letter, and who tells us how we should not eat a hare,

is also kind enough to tell us when we should eat a fox;

I wish he had also added the best manner of dressing

him. We are obliged to him, however, for the follow-

ing information:

—

"La chair du renard est moins

mauvaise que celle du loup ; les chiens et meme les

Hommes en mangent en automne, siwtout lorsquil s'est

nourri et engraisse
1

de raisins" You would have been

better pleased, I make no doubt, if the learned gentle-

man had instructed you how to hunt him, rather than

when to eat him.

I shall end this Letter with an anecdote of a late

huntsman of mine, who was a great slip-slop, and

always called successively successfully:—One day,

when he had been out with the young hounds, I sent

for him in, and asked him, What sport he had had ?

and, How the hounds behaved? "Very great sport,

Sir, and no hounds could behave any better." " Did

you run him long ?
" " They ran him, and please your

honour, upwards of three hours successfully." "So,

then, you did kill him ?
" "Oh, no, Sir, we lost him at

last."
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FOX-HUNTING, an acquaintance of mine says,

is only to be followed because you can ride hard,

and do less harm in that than any other kind of hunt-

ing. There may be some truth in the observation
;

but, to such as love the riding part only of hunting,

would not a trail-scent be more suitable ? Gentlemen

who hunt for the sake of a ride, who are indifferent

about the hounds, and know little of the business,

if they do no harm, fulfil as much as we have reason

to expect from them ; whilst those of a contrary dis-

position do good, and have much greater pleasure.

Such as are acquainted with the hounds, and can

at times assist them, find the sport more interesting,

and frequently have the satisfaction to think, that

they themselves contribute to the success of the day. 1

This is a pleasure that you often enjoy ; a pleasure

without any regret attending it. I know not what

effect it may have on you ; but I know that my
spirits are always good after good sport in hunting;

nor is the rest of the day ever disagreeable to me.

What are other sports, compared with this, which

1
It is not by a foolish attempt to hunt the hounds that gentlemen can

be of service. It is not by riding close upon them, but by keeping wide

of them ; when by so doing they may hear a halloo, or view the fox.
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is full of enthusiasm ! Fishing is, in my opinion, a

dull diversion ; shooting, though it admit of a com-

panion, will not allow of many : both, therefore, may

be considered as selfish and solitary amusements, com-

pared with hunting ; to which as many as please are

welcome: the one might teach patience to a philo-

sopher; and the other, though it occasion great fatigue

to the body, seldom affords much occupation to the

mind ; whereas fox-hunting is a kind of warfare ; its

uncertainties, its fatigues, its difficulties, and its dangers,

rendering it interesting above all other diversions.

That you may more readily pardon this digression, I

return to answer your letter now before me.

I am glad to hear that your men have good voices

;

mine, unluckily, have not. There is a friend of mine

who hunts his own hounds : his voice is the strangest,

and his halloos the oddest, I ever heard. He has,

however, this advantage—no dog can possibly mistake

his halloo for another's. Singularity constitutes an

essential part of a huntsman's halloo : it is for that

reason alone, I prefer the horn, to which, I observe,

hounds fly more readily than to the huntsman's

voice. Good voices certainly are pleasing
;

yet it

might be as well, perhaps, if those who have them

were less fond of exerting them. When a fox is

halloo'd, those who understand this business and get

forward may halloo him again
;

l yet let them be told,

1 Should a fox be halloo'd in cover, while the hounds are at fault

;

if they be long in coming, by getting forward, you may halloo the fox

again
;
perhaps, before the hounds are laid on ; by which means you

will get nearer to him. In cases like this, a good sportsman may be of

great use to hounds. There are days, when hounds will do their business
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if the hounds go the contrary way, or do not seem to

come on upon the line of him, to halloo no more. With

regard to its beino; the hunted fox—the fox which

every man halloos, is the hunted fox in his own

opinion, though he seldom has a better reason for it

than because he saw him. Such halloos as serve to

keep the hounds together, and to get on the tail

hounds, are always of use : halloos of encouragement

to the leading hounds, if injudiciously given, may

spoil your sport. I am sorry to say, view halloos fre-

quently do more harm than good : they are pleasing

to sportsmen, but prejudicial to hounds. If a strong

cover be full of foxes, and they be often halloo'd,

hounds seldom take much pains in hunting them :

hence arises that indifference which sometimes is to

be perceived in fox-hounds while pursuing their game.

You ask me, If I would take off my hounds to a

halloo ? If they be running with a good scent, I most

certainly would not ; if otherwise, and I could depend

upon the halloo, in some cases I would ; for instance,

when the fox is a great way before them, or persists

in running his foil ; for such foxes are difficult to kill,

unless you endeavour to get nearer to them by some

means or other. When you hunt after them it will

frequently happen, that the longer you run, the farther

you will be behind.

If hounds be out of blood, and a fox run his foil,

you need not scruple to stop the tail hounds, and

best if left quite alone ; and there are days, when they can do nothing

without assistance. Let them be assisted at no other time. On a bad

scenting day, or when hounds may be over-matched, you cannot assist

them too much.
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throw them in at head ; or, if the cover have any

ridings cut in it, and the fox be often seen, your hunts-

man, by keeping some hounds at his horse's heels, at

the first halloo that he hears, may throw them in close

at him. 1 This will put him out of his pace, and, per-

haps, put him off his foil. It will be necessary, when

you do this, that the whipper-in should stop the pack

from hunting after, and get forward with them to the

huntsman. I have already given it as my opinion,

that hounds may be halloo'd too much. If they should

have been often used to a halloo, they will expect it,

and may trust perhaps to their ears and eyes, more than

to their noses. If they be often taken from the scent, it

will teach mem to shuffle, and probably will make them

slack in cover : it should be done, therefore, with

great caution ; not too often ; and always should be

well-timed. Famous huntsmen, I think, by making

too frequent a use of this, sometimes hurt their

hounds. I have heard of a sportsman who never

suffers his hounds to be lifted : he lets them pick along

the coldest scent, through flocks of sheep : this is a

particular style of fox-hunting, which, perhaps, may
suit the country in which that gentleman hunts. I

confess to you, I do not think that it would succeed

in a bad-scenting country, or, indeed, in any country

where foxes are wild. While hounds can get on with

1 Nothing is meant more than this—" that the huntsman should get

the tail hounds off the line of the scent (where they do more harm than

good), and encourage them forward ; if he should hear a halloo whilst

these hounds are off the scent, he should lay them on to it ; if he should

not, the tail hounds, by this means, may still stand a chance of getting

to the head hounds by the ear, which they never could do, if they con-

tinued to run by the nose."
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the scent, it cannot be right to take them off from it

;

but when they are stopped for want of it, it cannot

then be wrong to give them every advantage in your

power.

It is wrong to suffer hounds to hunt after others

that are gone on with the scent, particularly in cover

;

for how are they to get up to them with a worse

scent? Besides, it makes them tie on the scent,

teaches them to run dog, and destroys that laudable

ambition of getting forward which is the chief excel-

lence of a fox-hound. A good huntsman will seldom

suffer his head hounds to run away from him ; if it

should so happen, and they be still within his hear-

ing, he will sink the wind with the rest of the pack,

and get to them as fast as he can. Though I suffer

not a pack of fox-hounds to hunt after such as may be

a long way before the rest, for reasons which I have

just given
;
yet, when a single hound is gone on with

the scent, I send a whipper-in to stop him. Were the

hounds to be taken off the scent to get to him, and he

should no longer have any scent when they find him,

the fox might be lost by it. This is a reason why, in

large covers, and particularly such as have many roads

in them, skirting hounds should be left at home on

windy days.

Skirters, I think, you may find hurtful, both in

men and dogs. Such as skirt to save their horses,

often head the fox. Good sportsmen never quit

hounds but to be of service to them : with men of this

description, skirting becomes a necessary part of fox-

hunting, and is of the greatest use. Skirters, beware
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of a furze-brake! If you head back the fox, the

hounds, most probably, will kill him in the brake.

Such as ride after the hounds, at the same time that

they do no good, are least likely to do harm : let

such only as understand the business, and mean to be

of service to the hounds, ride wide of them. I cannot,

however, allow, that the riding close up to hounds

is always a sign of a good sportsman ; if it were, a

monkey, upon a good horse, would be the best sports-

man in the field. Here must I censure (but with

respect) that eager spirit which frequently interrupts,

and sometimes is fatal to, sport in fox-hunting ; for

though I cannot subscribe to the doctrine of my friend

**, "that a pack of fox-hounds would do better

without a huntsman than with one, and that, if left

to themselves, they would never lose a fox
;

" yet,

allowing them their usual attendants, had he objected

only to the sportsmen who follow them, I must have

joined issue with him. Whoever has followed hounds,

must have seen them frequently hurried beyond the

scent ; and whoever is conversant in hunting, cannot

but know, that the steam of many horses, carried by

the wind, and mixed with a cold scent, is prejudicial

to it.
1

It sometimes will happen, that a good horseman

is not so well in with hounds as an indifferent one

;

because he seldom will condescend to £et off ms horse.

[' No one should ride directly behind the pack, and at the first sign

of a check they should stop at once. It should be remembered that the

smell of perspiring horses and human beings is much stronger than the

scent from a fox. Overriding hounds is evidently not a sin of recent

growth.]

N
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I believe, that the best way to follow hounds across a

country, is to keep on the line of them, and to dis-

mount at once, when you come to a leap which you do

not choose to take ; for in looking about for easier

places, much time is lost. In following hounds, it

may be useful to you to know, that when in cover they

run up the wind, you cannot in reason be too far be-

hind them, as long as you have a perfect hearing of

them, and can command them ; and on the contrary,

when they are running down the wind, you cannot

keep too close to them.

You complain that foxes are in too great plenty

:

believe me, it is a good fault. I should as soon have

expected to have heard our old acquaintance. Jack

R , complain of having too much money : however,

it is not without a remedy—hunt the same covers con-

stantly, and you will soon disperse them. If your

pack be strong enough, divide it ; hunt every day, and

you will catch many tired foxes. I remember to have

killed a brace in one morning in the strongest season

;

the first in ten minutes, the second in half an hour.

If your own pack be not strong enough to hunt more

than every other day, get a pack of harriers to hunt

hare in the cover the intermediate day. Foxes, thus

disturbed, will shift their quarters ; they know their

enemies, and smell in the night where they have been

in the day, and will not stay where they are likely to

be disturbed by them. Follow them for one week in

this manner, and I do not think you will have any

reason, afterwards, to complain that they are in too

great plenty.
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When covers are much disturbed, foxes will some-

times break as soon as they hear a hound. Where the

country round is very open, the fox least likely to

break, is that which you are hunting : he will be very

unwilling to quit the cover, if it be a large one, unless

he can get a great distance before the hounds. Should

you be desirous to get a run over such a country,

the likeliest means will be to post a quiet and skilful

person to halloo one off, and lay on to him. The
further he is before you, the less likely he will be to

return. The best method, however, to hunt a cover

like this, is to stick constantly to it, not suffering the

hounds to break, so long as one fox shall remain : do

this two or three hunting days following ; foxes will

then fly, and you will have good chases.

Nothing is more hurtful to hounds, than the fre-

quent changing of their country : should they change

from a good-scenting country to a bad one, unless they

have luck on their sides, they may be some time with-

out killing a fox ; whereas, hounds have always a

great advantage in a country which they are used to :

they not only know better where to find their game, but

they will also pursue it with more alacrity afterwards.

This Letter began by a digression in favour of

hunting ; it will end with the opinion of a Frenchman,

not so favourable to it. This gentleman was in my
neighbourhood, on a visit to the late Lord Castlehaven,

who, being a great sportsman, thought he could not

oblige his friend more, than by letting him partake

of an amusement which he himself was so fond of;

he therefore mounted him on one of his best horses,
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and showed him a fox-chase. The Frenchman, after

having- been well shaken, dirtied, tired, run away with,

and thrown down, was asked on his return, " Comment

il avait trouve' la chasse ?" " Morbleu ! Milord" said

he, shrugging up his shoulders, "voire chasse est une

chasse diaboliqtie."
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BEFORE I proceed on my subject, give me leave

to set you right in one particular, where I per-

ceive you have misunderstood me. You say, that you

little expected to see the abilities of a huntsman de-

graded beneath those of a whipper-in. This is a

serious charge against me, as a sportsman ; and, though

I cannot admit that I have put the cart before the horse

in the manner you are pleased to mention, yet you have

made it necessary for me to explain myself farther.

I must therefore remind you, that I speak of my
own country only ; a country full of riot, where the

covers are large, and where there is a chase full of deer

and full of game. In such a country as this, you that

know so well how necessary it is for a pack of fox-

hounds to be steady, and to be kept together, ought

not to wonder that I should prefer an excellent

whipper-in to an excellent huntsman. No one knows

better than yourself, how essential a good adjutant

is to a regiment : believe me, a good whipper-in is not

less necessary to a pack of fox-hounds : but I must beg

you to observe, I mean only, that I could do better with

mediocrity in the one than in the other. If I have

written any thing in a former Letter that implies more,

I beg leave to retract it in this. Yet I must confess

181
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to you, that a famous huntsman I am not very am-

bitious to have, unless it necessarily followed that he

must have famous hounds ; a conclusion that I cannot

admit, as long as these so famous gentlemen will be

continually attempting themselves to do, what would

be much better done if left to their hounds : besides,

they seldom are good servants, are always conceited,

and sometimes impertinent. I am very well satisfied

if my huntsman be acquainted with his country and

his hounds ; if he ride well up to them ; and if he have

some knowledge of the nature of the animal which he

is in pursuit of: but so far am I from wishing him to

be famous, that I hope he will still continue to think

his hounds know best how to hunt a fox.

You say you agree with me, that a huntsman

should stick close to his hounds. If, then, his place be

fixed, and that of the first whipper-in (where you have

two) be not ; I cannot but think genius may be at

least as useful in one as in the other : for instance,

while the huntsman is riding to his headmost hounds,

the whipper-in, if he have genius, may show it in

various ways : he may clap forwards to any great

earth that may, by chance, be open ; he may sink the

wind to halloo, or mob a fox, when the scent fails ; he

may keep him off his foil ; he may stop the tail hounds,

and get them forward ; and has it frequently in his

power to assist the hounds, without doing them any

hurt, provided he should have sense to distinguish

where he may be chiefly wanted. Besides, the most

essential part of fox-hunting, the making and keeping

the pack steady, depends entirely upon him ; as a
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huntsman should seldom rate, and never flog, a hound.

In short, I consider the first whipper-in as a second

huntsman ; and, to be perfect, he should be not less

capable of hunting the hounds than the huntsman

himself.

You cannot too much recommend to your whipper-

in to get to the head of his hounds before he attempts

to stop them. The rating behind is to little purpose,

and, if they should be in cover, may prevent him from

knowing who the culprits are. When your hounds

are running a fox, he then should content himself with

stopping such as are riotous, and should get them

forward. They may be condemned upon the spot

;

but the punishment should be deferred till the next

day, when they may be taken out on purpose to

commit the fault, and suffer the punishment. I agree

with you, that young hounds cannot be awed too much

;

yet suffer not your punishment of them to exceed their

offence. I could wish to draw a line betwixt justice

and barbarity. 1

A whipper-in, while breaking-in young hounds,

sometimes will rate them before they commit the fault

:

this may, perhaps, prevent them for that time ; but

they will be just as ready to begin the next opportunity.

Had he not better let them quite alone, till he see

what they would be at ? The discipline then may be

1
I am sorry that it should be necessary to explain what I mean by

barbarity. I mean that punishment which is either unnecessarily inflicted,

which is inflicted with severity, or from which no possible good can arise.

Punishment, when properly applied, is not cruelty, is not revenge—it is

justice, it is even mercy. The intention of punishment is to prevent

crimes, and consequently to prevent the necessity of punishing.
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proportioned to the degree of the offence. Whether a

riotous young hound run little or much, is of small

consequence, if he be not encouraged : it is the blood

only that signifies, which in every kind of riot should

carefully be prevented. 1

My general orders to my whipper-in are, if, when

he rate a hound, the hound does not mind him, to take

him up immediately, and give him a severe flogging.

Whippers-in are too apt to continue rating, even when

they find that rating will not avail. There is but one

way to stop such hounds, which is, to get to the heads

of them. I also tell him, never, on any account, to

strike a hound, unless the hound be at the same time

sensible what it is for. What think you of the

whipper-in who struck a hound as he was going to

cover, because he was likely to be noisy afterwards

—

saying, "you will be noisy enough by and bye, I warrant

you?" Whippers-in, when left to themselves, are rare

judges of propriety. I wish they would never strike a

hound that does not deserve it, and would strike those

hard that do. They seldom distinguish sufficiently

the degrees of offence which a dog may have com-

mitted, to proportion their punishment accordingly
;

and such is their stupidity, that, when they turn a

hound after the huntsman, they will rate him as

severely as if he had been guilty of the greatest fault.

1 It is not meant that hounds should be suffered to continue on a

wrong scent longer than may be necessary to know that the scent is a

wrong one. This passage refers to page 75, where the author's meaning
is more fully explained. It is introduced here more strongly, to mark
the danger of encouraging hounds on a wrong scent, and indulging them
afterwards in the blood of it.
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It is seldom necessary to flog hounds to make them

obedient, since obedience is the first lesson that they

are taught
;
yet, if any should be more riotous than

the rest, they may receive a few cuts in the morning,

before they leave the kennel.

When hounds prove unsteady, every possible

means should be taken to make them otherwise : a

hare, or a deer, put into the kennel amongst them, may
then be necessary. Huntsmen are too fond of kennel-

discipline : you already know my opinion of it : I

never allow it but in cases of great necessity : I then

am always present myself, to prevent excess. To
prevent an improper and barbarous use of such

discipline, I have already told you, is one of the chief

objects of these Letters. If what Montaigne says be

true, " that there is a certain general claim of kindness

and benevolence which every creature has a right to

from us," surely we ought not to suffer unnecessary

severity towards an animal to whom we are obliged

for so much diversion : and what opinion must we

have of the huntsman who inflicts it on one to whom
he owes his daily bread P 1

1 " Perhaps it is not the least extraordinary circumstance in these

flogging lectures, that they should be given, with Montaigne, or any

other moral author whatever, in recollection at the same instant !

" (vide

Monthly Review.) Perhaps it is not the least extraordinary circum-

stance in these criticisms, that this passage should have been quoted as a

proof of the author's inhumanity. The critic ends his strictures with the

following exclamation :

—
" Of a truth, a sportsman is the most uniform

consistent character, from his own representation, that we ever con-

templated!" and yet, perhaps, there are sportsmen to be found, pos-

sessed of as tender feelings of humanity as any critic whatsoever. The
motto prefixed to these Letters, if it had been attended to, might have

entitled the author to more candour than the critic has thought fit to

bestow upon him.
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If any of my hounds be very riotous, they are

taken out by themselves on the days when they do not

hunt, and properly punished ; and this is continued

whilst my patience lasts, which, of course, depends on

the value of the dog. It is a trial between the

whipper-in and the dog, which will tire first ; and the

whipper-in, I think, generally prevails. If this

method will not make them steady, no other can

;

they then are looked upon as incorrigible, and are

put away.

Such hounds as are notorious offenders, should also

feel the lash, and hear a rate, as they go to the cover;

it may be a useful hint to them, and may prevent a

severer flogging afterwards. A sensible whipper-in

will wait his opportunity to single out his hound ; he

will then hit him hard, and rate him well ; whilst a

foolish one will often hit a dog that he did not intend

to strike ; will ride full gallop into the midst of the

hounds ; will, perhaps, ride over some of the best of

them, and put the whole pack into confusion : this is

a manoeuvre that I cannot bear to see.

Have-a-care ! are words which seldom do any harm;

since hounds, when they are on a right scent, will not

mind them. Let your whipper-in be careful how he

encourage the hounds ; that, improperly done, may

spoil your pack.

A whipper-in will rate a hound, and then endeavour

to flog him. A dog, after having been rated, will

naturally avoid the whip. Tell your whipper-in when-

ever a hound shall deserve the lash, to hit him first,

and rate him afterwards.
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When there are two whippers-in, one ought always

to be forward ; when there is only one, he, to be

perfect, should be a very Mungo, here, there, and

everywhere.

You will find it difficult to keep your people in

their proper places : I have been obliged to stop back

myself, to bring on hounds which my servants had left

behind. I cannot give you a greater proof how neces-

sary it is that a whipper-in should bring home all his

hounds, than by telling you that I had lost an old

,

hound for ten days, and sent all the country over to

inquire after him ; and at last, when I thought no more

about him, in drawing a large cover in the country

where he had been lost, he joined the pack : he was

exceedingly emaciated, and it was a long time before

he recovered. How he subsisted all that time, I

cannot imagine. When any of your hounds may be

missing, you should send the whipper-in back imme-

diately to look for them : it will teach him to keep

them more together.

The getting forward the tail hounds is a necessary

part of fox-hunting, in which you will find a good whip-

per-in of the greatest use. He must also get forward

himself at times, when the huntsman is not with the

hounds ; but the second whipper-in (who frequently is

a young lad, ignorant of his business) on no account

ought to encourage or rate a hound, but when he is

quite certain that it is right to do it ; nor is he ever

to get forward, so long as a single hound remains

behind.

Halloo forward, is certainly a necessary and a good
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halloo, but is it not used too indiscriminately ? it is for-

ever in the mouth of a whipper-in. If your hounds be

never used to that halloo till after a fox be found, you

will see them fly to it. At other times, other halloos

will answer the purpose of getting them on as well.

Hallooforward being used as soon as the game is on

foot, it seems as if another halloo were necessary, to

denote the breaking cover. Away ! Away ! might

answer that purpose. Gentlemen who are kind enough

to stop back to assist hounds, should have notice given

them when the hounds leave the cover.

Most huntsmen, I believe, are jealous of the whip-

per-in : they frequently look on him as a successor, and

therefore do not very readily admit him into the

kennel
;
yet, in my opinion, it is necessary that he

should go thither ; for he ought to be well acquainted

with the hounds, who should know and follow him, as

well as the huntsman.

To recapitulate what I have already said. If your

whipper-in be bold and active ; be a good and careful

horseman ; have a good ear, and a clear voice ; if, as I

said, he be a very Mtmgo, having, at the same time,

judgment to distinguish where he can be of most use
;

if, joined to these, he be above the foolish conceit of

killing a fox without the huntsman ; but, on the con-

trary, be disposed to assist him all he can—he then is

a perfect whipper-in.

I am sorry to hear that your hounds are so

unsteady. It is scarcely possible to have sport with

unsteady hounds : they are half tired before the fox is

found, and are not to be depended upon afterwards.
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It is a great pleasure, when a hound challenges, to be

certain that he is right : it is a cruel disappointment

to hear a rate immediately succeed it, and the smack-

ing of whips instead of halloos of encouragement. A
few riotous and determined hounds do a deal of mis-

chief in a pack. Never, when you can avoid it, put

them among the rest ; let them be taken out by them-

selves, and well chastised ; and if you find them

incorrigible, hang them. The common saying, Evil

communications corrtipt good manners, holds good with

regard to hounds ; they are easily corrupted. The
separating of the riotous ones from those which are

steady, answers many good purposes : it not only

prevents the latter from getting the blood which they

should not, but it also prevents them from being over-

awed by the smacking of whips, which is too apt to

obstruct drawing and going deep into cover. A
couple of hounds, which I received from a neighbour

last year, were hurtful to my pack : they had run with

a pack of harriers, and, as I soon found, were never

afterwards to be broken from hare. It was the begin-

ning of the season ; covers were thick, hares in plenty,

and we seldom killed less than five or six in a

morning. The pack, at last, got so much blood, that

they would hunt them as if they were designed to hunt

nothing else. I parted with that couple of hounds

;

and the others, by proper management, are become as

steady as they were before. You will remind me,

perhaps, that they were draft-hounds : it is true, they

were so ; but they were three or four years hunters

;

an age when they might be supposed to have known
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better. I advise you, unless a known good pack of

hounds are to be disposed of, not to accept old hounds.

I mention this, to encourage the breeding of hounds, and

as the likeliest means of getting a handsome, good, and

steady pack. Though I give you this advice, it is true,

I have accepted draft-hounds myself, and they have

been very good ; but they were the gift of the friend

mentioned by me in a former Letter, 1
to whom I have

already acknowledged many obligations ; and unless

you meet with such a one, old hounds will not prove

worthy your acceptance : besides, they may bring vices

enough along with them to spoil your whole pack. If

old hounds should be unsteady, it may not be in your

power to make them otherwise ; and I can assure you

from experience, that an unsteady old hound will give

you more trouble than all your young ones : the latter

will at least stop ; but an obstinate old hound will fre-

quently run mute, if he find that he can run no other

way: besides, old hounds that are unacquainted with

your people, will not readily hunt for them as they

ought ; and such as were steady in their own pack

may become unsteady in yours. I once saw an extra-

ordinary instance of this, when I kept harriers.

Hunting one day on the downs, a well-known fox-

hound of a neighbouring gentleman came and joined

us ; and as he both ran faster than we did, and skirted

more, he broke every fault, and killed many hares. I

saw this hound often in his own pack afterwards, where

he was perfectly steady ; and though he constantly

1 The Hon. Mr. Booth Grey, brother to the Earl of Stamford. The
hounds here alluded to, were from Lord Stamford's kennel.
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hunted in covers where hares were in great plenty,

I never remember to have seen him run one step

after them.

A change of country, also, will sometimes occasion

a difference in the steadiness of hounds. My hounds

hunt frequently in Cranborn Chase, and are steady

from deer
;
yet I once knew them run an outlying deer,

which they unexpectedly found in a distant country.

I am sorry to hear that so bad an accident has

happened to your pack, as that of killing sheep ; but I

apprehend from your account of it, that it proceeded

from idleness, rather than vice. The manner in

which the sheep were killed, may give you some

insight into it; old practitioners generally seizing by

the neck, and seldom, if ever, behind. This, like other

vices, sometimes runs in the blood : in an old hound it

is, I believe, incorrigible : the best way, therefore, will

be to hang all those which, after two or three

whippings, cannot be cured of it. In some countries,

hounds are more inclined to kill sheep than they are

in others. Hounds may be steady in countries where

the covers are fenced, and sheep are only to be seen

in flocks, either in large fields or on open downs ; and

the same hounds may be unsteady in forests and

heathy countries, where the sheep are not less wild

than the deer. However, hounds, should they stir but

a step after them, should undergo the severest disci-

pline : if young hounds do it from idleness, that, and

plenty of work, may reclaim them : for old hounds

guilty of this vice, I know, as I said before, of but one

sure remedy

—

the halter.
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Though I so strongly recommend to you to make

your hounds steady, from having seen unsteady packs,

yet I must also add that I have frequently seen the

men even more unsteady than the hounds. It is

shocking to hear hounds halloo'd one minute and rated

the next : nothing offends a good sportsman so much,

or is in itself so hurtful. I will give you an instance

of the danger of it :—My beagles were remarkably

steady : they hunted hare in Cranborn Chase, where

deer are in great plenty, and would draw for hours,

without taking the least notice of them. When tired

of hare-hunting, I was inclined to try if I could find

any diversion in hunting of fallow deer. I had been

told that it would be impossible to do it with those

hounds that had been made steady from them ; and, to

put it to the trial, I took them into a cover of my own,

which has many ridings cut in it, and where are many

deer. The first deer that we saw we halloo'd ; and,

by great encouragement and constant hallooing, there

were but few of these steady hounds but would run

the scent. They hunted deer constantly from that

day, and never lost one afterwards. Dogs are sensible

animals : they soon find out what is required of them,

when we do not confuse them by our own heedless-

ness : when we encourage them to hunt a scent which

they have been rated from, and perhaps severely

chastised for hunting, they must needs think us cruel,

capricious, and inconsistent. 1

1 Though all hounds ought to be made obedient, none require it so

much as fox-hounds, for, without it, they will be totally uncontrollable
;

yet not all the chastisement that cruelty can inflict, will render them
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If you know any pack that is very unsteady,

depend upon it, either no care has been taken in

entering the young hounds, to make them steady, or

else the men afterwards, by hallooing them on im-

properly, and to a wrong scent, have forced them to

become so.

The first day of the season, I advise you to take

out your pack where you have least riot, and where

you are most sure to find ; for, notwithstanding their

steadiness at the end of the last season, long rest may

have made them otherwise. If you have any hounds

more vicious than the rest, they should be left at home

a day or two, till the others are well in blood. Your

people, without doubt, will be particularly cautious, at

the beginning of the season, what hounds they halloo

to : should they be encouraged on a wrong scent, it

will be a great hurt to them.

The first day that you hunt in the forest, be equally

cautious what hounds you take out. All should be

steady from deer : you may afterwards put others to

them, a few at a time. I have seen a pack draw

steadily enough, and yet, when running hard, fall on a

weak deer, and rest as contented as if they had killed

their fox. These hounds were not chastised, though

caught in the fact, but were suffered to draw on

obedient, unless they be made to understand what is required of them :

when that is effected, many hounds will not need chastisement, if you do

not suffer them to be corrupted by bad example. Few packs are more

obedient than my own, yet none, I believe, are chastised less ; for, as

those hounds that are guilty of an offence are never pardoned'; so those

that are innocent, being by this means less liable to be corrupted, are

never punished.

O
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for a fresh fox : I would rather they had undergone

severe discipline. The finding of another fox with

them afterwards, might then have been of service
;

otherwise, in my opinion, it could only serve to en-

courage them in the vice, and make them worse and

worse.

I must mention an instance of extraordinary sagacity

in a fox-beagle that once belonged to the Duke of

Cumberland. I entered him at hare, to which he was

immediately so steady, that he would run nothing else.

When a fox was found by the beagles, which some-

times happened, he would instantly come to the heels

of the huntsman's horse. Some years afterwards I

hunted fox only, and, though I parted with most of

the others, I kept him. He went out constantly with

the pack ; and, as hares were scarce in the country

that I then hunted, he did no hurt : the moment a fox

was found, he came to the horse's heels. This con-

tinued some time, till, catching view of a fox that

was sinking, he ran in with the rest, and was well

blooded. He, from that time to the day of his

death, was not only as steady a hound to fox as

ever I knew, but became also our very best finder.

I bred some buck-hounds from him, and they

are remarkable for never changing from a hunted

deer.

Your huntsman's weekly return is a very curious

one : he is particularly happy in the spelling. The
following letter, which is in the same style, may
make you laugh, and is, perhaps, no unsuitable return

for yours.
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Sir.

Honored 1 ... I have been out with the hounds

this day to ayer the frost is very bad the hounds are

all pure well at present and horses shepard has had a

misfortin with his mare she hung harself with the

holter and throd har self and broak har neck and frac

tard skul so we was forsd to nock har In the head from

your ever dutyful H umbel Sarvant
•& Jfc ^4tf -V- -¥- -if- -V* -V- -S.'-

*A"7v"*7v"7Y" W'7v*'7V*/r'7v*5V

Wednesday evening.

1 The lines omitted were not upon the subject of hunting.
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FINDING, by your last letter, that an early hour

does not suit you, I will mention some particulars

which may be of use to you when you hunt late :—An
early hour is only necessary where covers are large and

foxes scarce : where they are in plenty, you may hunt

at any hour you please. When foxes are weak, by

hunting late you have better chases : when they are

strong, give me leave to tell you, you must hunt early,

or you will not always kill them. I think, however,

when you go out late, you should go immediately

to the place where you are most likely to find, which

generally speaking, is the cover that hounds have been

least in. If the cover be large, you should draw only

such parts of it as a fox is likely to kennel in : it is

useless to draw any other at a late hour : besides

though it be always right to find as soon as you can,

yet it can never be so necessary as when the day is far

advanced. If you do not find soon, a long and tire-

some day is generally the consequence. Where the

cover is thick, you should draw it as exactly as if you

were trying for a hare, particularly if it be furzy ; for

when there is no drag, a fox, at a late hour, will lie till

the hounds come close upon him. Having drawn one

cover, let your, huntsman stay for his hounds, and take

196
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them along with him to another : I have known

hounds find a fox after the huntsman had left the

cover. The whippers-in are not to be sparing of their

whips or voices on this occasion, and are to come

through the middle of the cover, to be certain that

they leave no hounds behind.

A huntsman will complain of hounds, for staying

behind in cover : it is a great fault, and makes the

hound addicted to it of but little value
;
yet this fault

frequently is occasioned by the huntsman's own mis-

management. Having drawn one cover, he hurries

away to another, and leaves the whipper-in to bring on

the hounds after him ; but the whipper-in is seldom

less desirous of getting forward than the huntsman

;

and, unless they come off easily, it is not often that he

will eive himself much concern about them. Hounds

also that are left too long at their walks, will acquire

this trick from hunting by themselves, and are not

easily broken of it. Having said all that I can at

present recollect of the duty of a whipper-in, I shall

now proceed to give you a further account of that of a

huntsman. What has already been said on the subject

of drazuing and casting, related to the fox -chase

described in a former Letter. Much, without doubt,

is still left to say: and I will endeavour, as well as I

am able, to supply the deficiency, by considering, first,

in what manner he should draw; and, afterwards, how

he should cast his hounds.

The fixing, a day or two before-hand, upon the

cover in which you intend to hunt, is a great hindrance

to sport in fox-hunting. You, that have the whole
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country to yourself, and can hunt on either side of

your house, as you please, should never (when you can

help it, determine on your place of hunting till you see

what the weather is likely to be.
1 The most probable

means to have good chases, is to choose your country

according to the wind.

It will also require some consideration to place

hounds to the greatest advantage, where foxes either

are in great plenty, or very scarce.

Hounds that lie idle are always out of wind, and

are easily fatigued. 2 The first day you go out after a

long frost, you cannot expect much sport ; take, there-

fore, considerably more than your usual number of

hounds, and throw them into the largest cover that

you have : if any foxes be in the country, it is there

that you will find them. After once or twice going

out in this manner, you should reduce your number. 3

Before a huntsman goes into the kennel to draft

his hounds, let him determine within himself the

number of hounds that it will be right to take out, as

likewise the number of young hounds that he can

venture in the country where he is going to hunt.

Different countries may require different hounds : some

1 When the scent lies badly, small covers, or those in which a fox

cannot move unseen, are most favourable to hounds. In such covers,

good sportsmen will kill foxes in almost any weather.

[
2 Hounds cannot have too much exercise during a long frost, and if

this is done thoroughly they will be neither out of wind nor easily

fatigued when the thaw comes.]
3 During a frost, hounds may be exercised on downs, or the turnpike

roads ; nor will it do any material injury to their feet. Prevented from

hunting, they should be fed sparingly ; and such as can do without flesh,

should have none given them : a course of vegetables, sulphur, and thin

meat, is the likeliest means to keep them healthy.
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may require more hounds than others. It is not an

easy matter to draft hounds properly ; nor can any

expedition be made in it without some method. 1

I seldom suffer many unsteady hounds to be taken

out together ; and when I do, I take care that none

shall go with them but such as they cannot spoil.

When the place and time of meeting are fixed,

every huntsman ought to be as exact to them as it is

possible. On no account is he to be before the time
;

yet, on some occasions, it might be better, perhaps, for

the diversion, were he permitted to be after it? The
course that your huntsman intends to take in drawing,

ought also to be well understood before he leaves the

kennel.

If your huntsman, without inconveniency, can begin

drawing at the farthest cover down the wind, and

1 No hound ought to be left at home, unless there be a reason for it

;

it is therefore that I say, great nicety is required to draft hounds properly.

Many huntsmen, I believe, think it of no great consequence which they

take out, and which they leave, provided they have the number requisite.

A perfect knowledge in feeding and drafting hounds, are the two most

essential parts of fox-hunting : good hounds will require but little assist-

ance afterwards. By feeding, I mean the bringing the hound into the

field in his highest vigour ; by drafting, I particularly mean the taking

out no unsteady hound, nor any that are not likely to be of service to the

pack. When you intend to hunt two days following, it is then that the

greatest nicety will be requisite to make the most of a small pack.

Placing hounds to the greatest advantage, as mentioned page 189, may
also be considered as a necessary part of fox-hunting.

Hounds that are intended to hunt the next day, and are drafted off

into the hunting-kennel as soon as they are fed, should be let out again

into the outer court in the evening : my hounds have generally some thin

meat given them at this time, while the feeder cleans out their kennel.

( Vide note, p. 38.) I have already said, that cleanliness is not less

essential than food.
2 When there is a white frost, for instance ; at the going off of which

the scent never lies.
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so draw from cover to cover up the wind till you

find, let him do it. It will have many advantages

attending it : he will draw the same covers in half the

time
;
your people cannot fail of being in their proper

places
;
you will have less difficulty in getting your

hounds off; and, as the fox will most probably run the

covers that have been already drawn, you are less

likely to change.

If you have a string of small covers, and plenty of

foxes in them, some caution may be necessary, to

prevent your hounds from disturbing them all in one

day. Never hunt your small covers till you have well

rattled the large ones first ; for, until the foxes be

thinned and dispersed where they were in plenty, it

must be bad policy to drive others there to increase

the number. If you would thin your foxes, you must

throw off at the same cover as long as you can find a

fox. If you come off with the first fox that breaks,

you do not disturb the cover, and may expect to find

there again the next day ; but where they are scarce,

you should never draw the same cover two days

following-

.

1

Judicious huntsmen will observe where foxes like

best to lie. In chases and forests, where you have a

great tract of cover to draw, such observation is neces-

sary, or you will lose much time in finding. Generally

speaking, I think they are fondest of such as lie high,

and are dry and thick at bottom ; such also as lie out

of the wind, and such as are on the sunny side of

[
l To find a good fox in a small covert it should have at least three

weeks' rest.]
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hills.
1 The same cover where you find one fox, when

it has remained quiet any time, will probably produce

another.

It is to little purpose to draw hazel coppices at the

time when nuts are gathering ; furze-covers, or two or

three years coppices, are then the only quiet places

that a fox can kennel in : they also are disturbed when

pheasant-shooting begins, and older covers are more

likely. The season when foxes are most wild and

strong, is about Christmas : a huntsman then must

lose no time in drawing ; he must draw up the wind,

unless the cover be very large ; in which case it may

be better, perhaps, to cross it, giving the hounds a

side-wind, lest he should be obliged to turn down the

wind at last : in either case, let him draw as quietly as

he can.

Young coppices, at this time of the year, are quite

bare : the most likely places are, four or five-years

coppices, and such as are furzy at bottom.

It is easy to perceive, by the account you give of

your hounds, that they do not draw well
;
your hunts-

man, therefore, must be particularly attentive to them

after a wet night. The best drawing hounds are shy

of searching a cover when it is wet : yours, if care be

not taken, will not go into it at all. Your huntsman

should ride into the likeliest part of the cover ; and,

as it is probable there will be no drag, the closer he

draws the better : he must not draw too much an end,

but should cross the cover backwards and forwards,

1 This must of course vary in different countries : a huntsman who
has been used to a country, knows best where to find his game.
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taking care, at the same time, to give his hounds as

much the wind as possible.
1

It is not often that you will see a pack perfectly

steady where there is much riot, and yet draw well

:

some hounds will not exert themselves till others chal-

lenge, and are encouraged. 2

I fear the many harriers that you have in your

neighbourhood will be hurtful to your sport : by con-

stantly disturbing the covers, they will make the foxes

shy, and when the covers become thin, there will be

but little chance of finding foxes in them: furze-covers

are then the most likely places. Though I like not to

see a huntsman to a pack of fox-hounds ever off his

horse, yet, at a late hour, he should draw a furze-cover

as slowly as if he were himself on foot. I am well con-

vinced that huntsmen, by drawing in too great a hurry,

leave foxes sometimes behind them. I once saw a re-

markable instance of it with my own hounds: we had

drawn (as we thought) a cover, which, in the whole, con-

sisted of about ten acres; yet, whilst the huntsman was

blowing his horn to get his hounds off, one young fox

was halloo'd, and another was seen immediately after :

it was a cover on the side of a hill, and the foxes had

kennelled close together at an extremity of it, where

no hound had been. Some huntsmen draw too quick,

some too slow. The time of day, the behaviour of his

1 Hounds that are hunted constantly at an early hour, seldom, I think,

draw well : they depend too much upon a drag, and it is not in the

strongest part of the cover that they are accustomed to try for it.

2 This relates to making hounds steady only, which always causes

confusion, and interrupts drawing. When once a pack are become steady,

they will be more likely to draw well than if they were not.
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hounds, and the covers that they are drawing, will

direct an observing huntsman in the pace which he

ought to go. When you try a furze-brake, let me
give you one caution—never halloo a fox till you see

that he is quite clear of it. When a fox is found in

such places, hounds are sure to go off well with him
;

and it must be owing either to bad scent, bad hounds,

bad management, or bad luck, if they fail to kill him

afterwards.

It is usual, in most packs, to rate, as soon as a

young hound challenges. Though young hounds are

often wrong, yet, since it is not impossible that they

may be sometimes right, is it not as well to have a

little patience, in order to see whether any of the old

ones will join, before anything is said to them ?

Have-a-care ! is fully sufficient, till you are more cer-

tain that the hound is on a wron^ scent. I mention

this as a hint only : I am myself no enemy to a rate:

I cannot think that a fox was ever lost, or a pack

spoilt, by it : it is improper encouragement that I am
afraid of most.

When a fox slinks from his kennel, gets a great

way before the hounds, and you are obliged to hunt

after him with a bad scent ; if it be a country where

foxes are in plenty, and you know where to find

another, you had better do it.
1

While hounds are drawing for a fox, let your people

place themselves in such a manner, that he cannot go

1 Yet, if this were practised often, it might make the hounds in-

different when upon a cold scent. Hounds should be made to believe

they are to kill that game which they are first encouraged to pursue.
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off unseen. I have known them lie in sheep's scrapes,

on the sides of hills, and in small bushes, where hunts-

men never think of looking for them
;
yet, when they

hear a hound, they generally shift their quarters, and

make for closer covers. Gentlemen should take this

necessary part of fox-hunting on themselves ; for the

whipper-in has other business to attend to.

*

I approve not of long drags in large covers : they

give too great an advantage to the fox ; they give

him a hint to make the best of his way ; and he fre-

quently will set off a long while before you. This

may be prevented, by throwing your hounds into that

part of the cover in which he is most likely to kennel:

for want of this precaution, a fox sometimes gets so

far the start of hounds, that they are not able to do

anything with him afterwards. Also, when hounds

first touch on a drag, some huntsmen are so careless,

that, while they are going on with it the wrong way

themselves, a single hound finds the fox, and is not

caught any more by the pack, till he has lost him

again.

Foxes are said to go down the wind to their

kennel ; but I believe they do not always observe

that rule.

Huntsmen, while their hounds are drawing, or are

at a fault, frequently make so much noise themselves,

that they can hear nothing else : they should always

have an ear to a halloo. I once saw an extraordinary

1 Upon these occasions, when you see two gentlemen together, you

may reasonably conclude, that one of them, at least, knows nothing of

the matter.
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instance of the want of it in my own huntsman, who

was making so much noise with his hounds, which

were then at fault, that a man halloo'd a long while

before he heard him ; and, when he did hear him, so

little did he know whence the halloo came, that he

rode two miles the wrong way, and lost the fox.

When hounds approach a cover which it is in-

tended they should draw, and dash away towards it,

whippers-in ride after them to stop them : it is too

late, and they had better let them alone ; it checks

them in their drawing, and is of no kind of use : it will

be soon enough to begin to rate when they have found,

and hunt improper game. When a huntsman has his

hounds under good command, and is attentive to them,

they will not break off till he chooses that they should.

When he goes by the side of a cover which he does

not intend to draw, his whippers-in must be in their

proper places ; for if he should ride up to a cover with

them unawed, uncontrolled ; a cover where they have

been used to find—they must be slack indeed, if they

do not dash into it. It is, for that reason, better, not

to come into a cover always the same way : hounds,

by not knowing what is going forward, will be less

likely to break off, and will draw more quietly. I

have seen hounds so flashy, that they would break

away from the huntsman as soon as they saw a cover

;

and I have seen the same hounds stop when they got

to the cover-side, and not go into it. It is want of

proper discipline which occasions faults like these.

Hounds that are under such command, as never to

leave their huntsman till he encourage them to do it,
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will then be so confident that they will not return to

him again.

Were fox-hounds to stop, like stag-hounds, at the

smack of a whip, they would not do their business the

worse for it, and it would give you many advantages,

very essential to your sport ;—such as, when they have

to wait under a cover-side ; when they run riot ; when

they change scents ; when a single hound is on before
;

and when a fox is headed back into a cover. Hounds

that are not under good command, subject you to

many inconveniencies ; and you may, at times, be

obliged to go out of your way, or be made to draw a

cover against your will. A famous pack of hounds in

my neighbourhood, I mean the late Lord C n's,

had no fault but what had its rise from bad manage-

ment : nor is it possible to do any thing with a pack

of fox-hounds, unless they be obedient : they should

both love and fear the huntsman : they should fear

him much, yet they should love him more. Without

doubt, hounds would do more for the huntsman, if

they loved him better. Dogs that are constantly with

their masters, acquire a wonderful deal of penetration,

and much may be done through the medium of their

affections. I attribute the extraordinary sagacity of

the buck-hound to the manner in which he is treated

:

he is the constant companion of his instructor and

benefactor ; the man whom he was first taught to fear,

and has since learned to love. Ought we to wonder

that he should be obedient to him ? Yet who can

view without surprise, the hounds and the deer

amusing themselves familiarly together upon the same
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lawn ; living, as it were, in the most friendly inter-

course ; and know that a word from the keeper will

dissolve the amity ? The obedient dog, gentle when

unprovoked, flies to the well-known summons : how

changed from what he was ! Roused from his peace-

ful state, and cheered by his master's voice, he is now

urged on with a relentless fury, that only death can

satisfy—the death of the very deer he is encouraged

to pursue ; and which the various scents that cross

him in his way cannot tempt him to forsake. The

business of the day over, see him follow, careless and

contented, his master's steps, to repose upon the same

lawn where the frightened deer again return, and are

again indebted to his courtesy for their wonted

pasture—wonderful proofs of obedience, sagacity,

and penetration ! The many learned dogs and

learned horses, that so frequently appear and astonish

the vulgar, sufficiently evince what education is

capable of; and it is to education that I must chiefly

attribute the superior excellence of the buck-hound,

since I have seen high-bred fox-hounds do the same,

under the same good masters. But, to return to my
subject.

Young foxes that have been much disturbed, will

lie at ground. I once found seven or eight in a cover,

where, the next day, I could not find one ; nor were

they to be found elsewhere : the earths, at such times,

should be stopt three or four hours before day, or you

will find no foxes.

The first day you hunt a cover that is full of foxes,

and you want blood, let them not be checked back into
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the cover 1 (which is the usual practice at such times),

but let some of them get off: if you do not, what with

continual changing, and sometimes running the heel, it

is probable that you will not kill any. Another pre-

caution, I think, may be also necessary—that is, to

stop such earths only as you cannot dig. If some

foxes should go to ground, it will be as well ; and if

you should be in want of blood at last, you will then

know where to get it.

It is usual, when people are not certain of the

steadiness of their hounds from deer, to find a fox in

an adjacent cover, that they may be on their right

scent when they come where deer are. I have my
doubts of the propriety of this proceeding. If hounds

have not been well awed from deer, it is not fit that

they should come among them ; but, if hounds be

tolerably steady, I would rather find a fox with them

among deer, than bring them afterwards into covers

where deer are. By drawing amongst them, they will,

in some degree, be awed from the scent, and possibly

may stick to the fox when he is found ; but should un-

steady hounds, when high on their mettle, run into a

cover where deer are in plenty, there is no doubt that,

the first check they come to, they will all fall off. I

always have found hounds most inclined to riot when

most upon their mettle : such as are given to sheep

p This, it may be presumed, refers to cub-hunting, and authorities on

the subject hold different opinions. What Beckford advises seems to be

the best plan, that is, to let all go except the last, and hold him up until

he is killed. Another litter may then be disturbed, and the young

hounds do not get disheartened by hunting on foiled ground. The
practice of holding all up often results in the death of an old fox who
would have given good sport later in the season.]
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will then kill sheep, and such as are not quite steady

from deer, will then be most likely to break off after

them. When hounds are encouraged on a scent, if they

lose that scent, it is then that an unsteady hound is

ready for any kind of mischief.

I have already said, that a huntsman ought never

to flog a hound. When a riotous hound, conscious

of his offence, may escape from the whipper-in, and fly

to the huntsman, you will see him put his whole pack

into confusion, by endeavouring to chastise him himself.

This is the height of absurdity. Instead of flogging

the hound, he ought to encourage him, who should

always have some place to fly to for protection. If the

offence be a bad one, let him get off his horse, and

couple up the dog, leaving him to be chastised by the

whipper-in, after he himself is gone on with the pack
;

the punishment over, let him again encourage the

hound to come to him. Hounds that are riotous in

cover, and will not come off readily to the huntsman's

halloo, should be flogged in the cover, rather than out

of it :—treated in this manner, you will not find any

difficulty in getting your hounds off; otherwise, they

will soon find that the cover will save them ; from

whence they will have more sense, when they have

committed an offence, than to come to receive punish-

ment. A favourite hound, that has acquired a habit of

staying back in large covers, had better not be taken

into them.

I am more particular than I otherwise should

have been, upon a supposition that your hounds

draw ill ; however, you need not observe all the

r
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cautions that I have given, unless your hounds require

them.

Some art may be necessary, to make the most of

the country that you hunt. I would advise you not to

draw the covers near your house, while you can find

elsewhere : it will make them certain places to find

in when you go out late, or may otherwise be in want

of them : for the same reason, I would advise you not

to hunt those covers late in the season : they should

not be much disturbed after Christmas : foxes will then

resort to them ; will breed there ; and you can preserve

them with little trouble. This relates to the good

management of a pack of hounds, which is a business

distinct from hunting them. 1

Though a huntsman ought to be as silent as possible

at going into a cover, 2 he cannot be too noisy at coming

out of it again ; and, if at any time he should turn back

suddenly, let him give as much notice of it as he can

to his hounds, or he will leave many behind him ; and,

should he turn down the wind, he may see no more of

them.

I should be sorry that the silence of my huntsman

should proceed from either of the following causes :

—

A huntsman that I once knew (who, by the bye, I

believe, is at this time a drummer in a marching

1 Breeding, feeding, steadying, drafting, and placing, are the essential

parts of fox-hunting ; when these are properly attended to, the hounds

will require but little assistance from the huntsman, whose chief business

then will be to keep with them, say little, and do nothing.

[
2 In drawing large woodlands a huntsman should not be too sparing

of his voice, for unless the hounds can hear him every now and again

they will not spread wide enough, will be listening for him instead of

looking for a fox.]
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regiment) went out one morning so very drunk, that

he got off his horse in the midst of a thick cover, laid

himself down, and went to sleep : he was lost ; nobody

knew what was become of him ; and he was at last

found in the situation that I have just described. He
had, however, great good luck on his side ; for, at the

very instant he was found, a fox was halloo'd ; upon

which he mounted his horse, rode desperately, killed

his fox handsomely, and was forgiven.

I remember another huntsman silent from a different

cause : this was a sulky one. Things did not go on to

please him : he therefore alighted from his horse in the

middle of a wood, and, as quietly as he could, collected

his hounds about him : he then took an opportunity,

when the coast was clear, to set off silently, and by

himself, for another cover. However, his master, who
knew his tricks, sent others after him to brine him

back : they found him running a fox most merrily ; and,

to his great astonishment, they stopped the hounds,

and made him go back along with them. This fellow

had often been severely beaten, but was stubborn and

sulky to the last.

To give you an idea, before I quit this subject, how
little some people know of fox-hunting, I must tell you,

that, not long ago, a gentleman asked me, If I did

not send people out the day before, to find where the

foxes lay ?

What relates to the casting of hounds, shall be the

subject of my next Letter.



LETTER XX.

IN my seventeenth Letter, I gave you the opinion

of my friend *###—" that a pack offox-hounds,

if left entirely to themselves , would never lose a fox''

I am always sorry when I differ from that gentleman

in anything
;

yet I am so far from thinking they

never would lose a fox, that I doubt much if they

would ever kill one. There are times when hounds

should be helped, and at all times they must be

kept forward. Hounds will naturally tie on a cold

scent, when stopped by sheep, or other impediments

;

and, when they are no longer able to get forward,

will oftentimes hunt the old scent back again, if

they find that they can hunt no other. It is the

judicious encouraging of hounds to hunt, when they

cannot run, and the preventing them from losing

time by hunting too much when they might run,

that distinguishes a good sportsman from a bad one. 1

Hounds that have been well taught, will cast forward

to a hedge, of their own accord ; but you may

assure yourself that this excellence is never acquired

by such as are left entirely to themselves. To suffer

a pack of fox-hounds to hunt through a flock of sheep,

1 In hunting a pack of hounds, a proper medium should be observed
;

for though too much help will make them slack, too little will make them

tie on the scent, and hunt back the heel.

212
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when it is easy to make a regular cast round them, is,

in my judgment, very unnecessary ; it is wilfully losing

time to no purpose. I have, indeed, been told, that

hounds at no time should be taken off their noses : I

shall only say, in answer to this, that a fox-hound who

will not bear lifting, is not worth the keeping ; and, I

will venture to say, it should be made part of his

education.

Though I like to see fox-hounds cast wide and

forward, and dislike to see them pick a cold scent

through flocks of sheep to no purpose
;

yet I must

beg leave to observe, that I dislike still more to see

that unaccountable hurry, which huntsmen will some-

times put themselves into the moment their hounds

are at fault. Time ought always to be allowed them

to make their own cast ; and, if a huntsman be

judicious, he will take that opportunity to consider

what part he himself has next to act : but, instead

of this, I have seen hounds hurried away the very

instant they came to a fault ; a wide cast made ; and

the hounds at last brought back again to the very

place from whence they were so abruptly taken ; and

where, if the huntsman could have had a minute's

patience, they would have hit off the scent them-

selves. It is always great impertinence in a huntsman,

to pretend to make his cast before the hounds

have made theirs. Prudence should direct him to

encourage, and I may say, humour, his hounds, in

the cast they seem inclined to make, and either to

stand still, or trot round with them, as circumstances

may require.
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I have seen huntsmen make their cast on bad

ground, when they might as easily have made it on

good ; I have seen them suffer their hounds to try in

the midst of a flock of sheep, when there was a hedge

near, where they might have been sure to take the

scent ; and I have seen a cast made with every hound

at their horse's heels. When a hound tries for the

scent, his nose is to the ground ; when a huntsman

makes a cast, his eye should be on his hounds ; and

when he sees them spread wide, and try as they ought,

his cast may then be quick.

When hounds are at fault, and the huntsman halloos

them off the line of the scent, the whippers-in smacking

their whips, and rating them after him ; if he should trot

away with them, may they not think that the business

of the day is over? Hounds never, in my opinion

(unless in particular cases, or when you go to a halloo),

should be taken entirely off their noses ; but, when

lifted, should be constantly made to try as they go.

Some huntsmen have a dull, stupid way of speaking

to their hounds : at these times little should be said,

and that should have both meaning and expression

in it.

When your huntsman makes a cast, I hope he makes

it perfect one way, before he tries another ; as much

time is lost in going- backwards and forwards. You

will see huntsmen, when a forward cast does not

succeed, come slowly back again : they should return

as fast as they can.

When hounds are at fault, and it is probable that

the fox has headed back, your cast forward should be
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short and quick ; for the scent is then likely to be

behind you : too obstinate a perseverance forward, has

been the loss of many foxes. In heathy countries, if

there be many roads, foxes will always run them in

dry weather : when hounds, therefore, over-run the

scent, if your huntsman return to the first cross-road,

he probably will hit off the scent again.

In large covers where there are several roads; in

bad scenting days, when these roads are dry ; or, after

a thaw, when they carry—it is necessary that your

huntsman should be near to his hounds, to help them,

and hold them forward. Foxes will run the roads at

these times, and hounds cannot always own the scent.

When they are at fault on a dry road, let not your

huntsman turn back too soon ; let him not stop, till he

can be certain that the fox is not gone on. The hounds

should try on both sides the road at once : if he per-

ceive that they try on one side only, let him try the

other on his return.

When hounds are running in cover, if a huntsman

should see a fox come into a road, and cannot see

which way he turns afterwards, let him stand still, and

say nothing : if he ride on, he must ride over the scent;

and if he encourage the hounds, they most probably

would run beyond it.

Wide ridings cut through large woods, render them

less exceptionable to sportsmen than they otherwise

might be
;
yet I do not think that they are of service

to hounds : they are taught to shuffle ; and, the fox

being frequently headed back, they are put to many

faults : the roads are foiled by the horses, and the
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hounds often interrupted by the horsemen : such

ridings only are advantageous, as enable the servants

belonging to the hounds to get to them.

If a fox should run up the wind when first found,

and afterwards turn, he will seldom, if ever, turn again.

The observation may not only be of use to your hunts-

man in his cast, but may be of use to yourself, if you

should lose the hounds.

When you are pursuing a fox over a country, the

scent being bad, and the fox a long way before, with-

out ever having been pressed ; if his point should be

for strong earths that are open, or for large covers

where game is in plenty—it may be acting wisely to

take off the hounds at the first fault; for the fox will go

many miles to your one, and probably will run you out

of all scent ; and, if he should not, you will be likely

to change at the first cover you come into. When
a fox has been hard pressed, you have already my
opinion, that he never should be given up.

When you would recover a hunted fox, and have

no longer scent to hunt him by, a long cast to the first

cover which he seems to point for, is the only resource

that you have left. Get thither as fast as you can, and

then let your hounds try as slowly and as quietly as

possible. If hunting after him be hopeless, and a long

cast do not succeed, you had better give him up. I

need not remind you, when the scent lies badly, and

you find it impossible for hounds to run, that you had

better return home ; since the next day may be more

favourable. It surely is a great fault in a huntsman to

persevere in bad weather, when hounds cannot run,
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and when there is not a probability of killing- a fox.
1

Some there are, who, after they have lost one fox, for

want of scent to hunt him by, will find another : this

makes their hounds slack, and sometimes vicious : it

also disturbs the covers to no purpose. Some sports-

men are more lucky in their days than others. If you

hunt every other day, it is possible they may be all

bad, and the intermediate days all good: an indifferent

pack, therefore, by hunting on good days, may kill

foxes, without any merit : and a good pack, notwith-

standing all their exertion, may lose foxes which they

deserved to kill. Had I a sufficiency of hounds, I

would hunt on every good day, and never on a

bad one. 2

A perfect knowledge of his country, certainly, is a

great help to a huntsman : if yours, as yet, should have

it not, great allowance ought to be made, The trotting

away with hounds, to make a long and knowing cast,

is a privilege which a new huntsman cannot pretend

to : an experienced one may safely say, A fox has

made for such a cover—when he has known, perhaps,

that nine out of ten, with the wind in the same quarter,

have constantly gone thither.

In a country where there are large earths, a fox

that knows the country, and tries any of them, seldom

1 Though I would not go out on a very windy day, yet a bad-scenting

day is sometimes of service to a pack of fox-hounds : they acquire

patience from it, and method of hunting.
2 On windy days, or such as are not likely to afford any scent for

hounds, it is better, I think, to send them to be exercised on the turnpike-

road ; it will do them less harm than hunting with them might do ; and

more good than if they were to remain confined in their kennel ; for

though nothing makes hounds so handy as taking them out often, nothing
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fails to try the rest. A huntsman may take advantage

of this : they are certain casts, and may help him to

get nearer to his fox.

Great caution is necessary when a fox runs into a

village : if he be halloo'd there, get forward as fast as

you can. Foxes, when tired, will lie down anywhere,

and are often lost by it. A wide cast is not the best

to recover a tired fox with tired hounds : they should

hunt him out, inch by inch, though they are ever so

long about it, for the reason I have just given, that he

will lie down anywhere.

In chases and forests, where high fences are made

to preserve the coppices, I like to see a huntsman put

only a few hounds over, enough to carry on the scent,

and get forward with the rest : it is a proof that he

knows his business.

A huntsman must take care, where foxes are in

plenty, lest he should run the heel ; for it frequently

happens, that hounds can run the wrong way of the

scent better than they can the right, when one is up

the wind, and the other down.

Fox-hunters, I think, are never guilty of the fault

of trying up the wind before they have tried down : I

have known them lose foxes, rather than condescend

to try up the wind at all.

When a huntsman hears a halloo, and has five or

six couple of hounds along with him, the pack not

running, let him get forward with those which he has:

inclines them so much to riot, as taking them out to hunt when there is

little or no scent, and particularly on windy days, when they cannot hear

one another.
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when they are on the scent, the others will soon join

them.

Let him lift his tail hounds, and get them forward

after the rest : it can do no hurt : but let him be

cautious in lifting any hounds, to get them forward

before the rest : it always is dangerous, and foxes are

sometimes lost by it.

When a fox runs his foil in cover, if you suffer all

your hounds to hunt on the line of him, they will foil

the ground, and tire themselves to little purpose. I

have before told you that your huntsman, at such a

time, may stop the tail hounds, and throw them in at

head : I am almost inclined to say it is the only time

when it should be done. While hounds run straight

it cannot be of any use ; for they will get on faster

with the scent than they would without it.

When hounds are hunting a cold scent, and point

towards a cover, let a whipper-in get forward to the

opposite side of it : should the fox break before the

hounds reach the cover, stop them, and get them

nearer to him.

When a fox persists in running in a strong cover,

lies down often behind the hounds, and they are slack

in hunting him, let the huntsman get into the cover to

them : it may make the fox break ; it may keep him

off his foil ; or may prevent the hounds from giving

him up.

It is not often that slow huntsmen kill many foxes

:

they are a check upon their hounds, which seldom kill

a fox but with a high scent, when it is out of their

power to prevent it. What avails it, to be told which
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way the fox is gone, when he is so far before that you

cannot hunt him ? A Newmarket boy, with a good

understanding and a good voice, might be preferable,

perhaps, to an indifferent and slack huntsman ; he

would press on his hounds while the scent was good,

and the foxes that he killed he would kill handsomely.

A perfect knowledge of the intricacies of hunting is

chiefly of use to slow huntsmen, and bad hounds; since

they more often stand in need of it. Activity is the

first requisite in a huntsman to a pack of fox-hounds :

a want of it, no judgment can make amends for; while

the most difficult of all his undertakings is the dis-

tinguishing between different scents, and knowing

with any certainty the scent of his hunted fox. Much

speculation is here required— the length of time that

hounds remain at fault ; difference of ground ; change

of weather;—all these contribute to increase the diffi-

culty, and require a nicety of judgment, and a

precision, much above the comprehension of most

huntsmen.

When hounds are at fault, and cannot make it out

of themselves, let the first cast be quick : the scent is

then good ; nor are the hounds likely to go over it :

—

as the scent gets worse, the cast should be slower, and

be more cautiously made. This is an essential part of

hunting, and which, I am sorry to say, few huntsmen

attend to. I wish they would remember the following

rules, viz. that, with a good scent, their cast should be

quick ; with a bad scent, slow ; and that, when their

hounds are picking along a cold scent, they are not to

cast them at all.
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When hounds are at fault, and staring about, trust-

ing entirely to their eyes and their ears, the making

a cast with them, I apprehend, would be to little

purpose. The likeliest place for them to find the

scent, is where they left it ; and when the fault is

evidently in the dog, a forward cast is least likely

to recover the scent.
1

When hounds are making a regular cast, trying for

the scent as they go, suffer not your huntsman to say

a word to them : it cannot do any good, and probably

may make them go over the scent : nor should you

suffer either the whip or the voice of your whipper-in

to be now heard ; his usual roughness and severity

would ill suit the stillness and gentleness which are

required at a time like this.

When hounds come to a check, a huntsman should

observe the tail hounds : they are least likely to over-

run the scent ; and he may see by them how far they

brought it : in most packs there are some hounds that

will show the point of the fox, and, if attended to, will

direct his cast. When such hounds follow slowly and

unwillingly, he may be certain that the rest of the pack

are running without a scent.

When he casts his hounds, let him not cast wide,

without reason ; for, of course, it will take more time.

Huntsmen, in general, keep too forward in their casts;

or, as a sailor would say, keep too long on one tack :

they should endeavour to hit off the scent, by crossing

1 Hounds know where they left the scent, and, if let alone, will try to

recover it. Impatience in the huntsman, at such times, seldom fails, in

the end, to spoil the hounds.
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the line of it :

—

two parallel lines, you know, can never

meet}

When he goes to a halloo, let him be careful, lest

his hounds run the heel, as much time is lost by it. I

once saw this mistake made by a famous huntsman:

—

after we had left a cover which we had been drawing,

a disturbed fox was seen to go into it: he was halloo'd,

and we returned. The huntsman, who never inquired

where the fox was seen, or on which side of the cover

he entered, threw his hounds in at random, and, as it

happened, on the opposite side : they immediately took

the heel of him, broke cover, and hunted the scent

back to his very kennel.

Different countries require different casts. Such

huntsmen as have been used to a woodland and

inclosed country, I have seen lose time in an open

country, where wide casts are always necessary.

When you want to cast round a flock of sheep, the

whipper-in ought to drive them the other way, lest

they should keep running on before you.

A fox seldom goes over or under a gate, when he

can avoid it.

Huntsmen are frequently very conceited, and very

obstinate. Oftentimes have I seen them, when their

hounds came to a check, turn directly back, on seeing

hounds at head which they had no opinion of. They

supposed the fox was gone another way ; in which case,

Mr. Bayes's remark in the Rehearsal always occurs to

1 By attending to this, a huntsman cannot fail to make a good cast

;

for, if he observe the point of the fox, he may always cross upon the scent

of him.
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me, " that, if he should not, what then becomes of their

suppose!' Better, surely, would it be, to make a short

cast forward first ; they then might be certain the

hounds were wrong, and, of course, could make their

own cast with greater confidence :—the advantage,

next to that of knowing whither the fox is gone, is

that of knowing with certainty whither he is not.

Most huntsmen like to have all their hounds

turned after them when they make a cast : I wonder

not at them for it, but I am always sorry when I see

it done ; for, till I find a huntsman that is infallible, I

shall continue to think the more my hounds spread the

better : as long as they are within sight or hearing, it

is sufficient. Many a time have I seen an obstinate

hound hit off the scent, when an obstinate huntsman,

by casting the wrong way, has done all in his power to

prevent it. Two foxes I remember to have seen killed

in one day by skirting hounds, while the huntsman

was making his cast the contrary way.

When hounds, running in cover, come into a road,

and horses are on before, let the huntsman hold them

quickly on beyond where the horses have been, trying

the opposite side as he goes along:—should the horse-

men have been long enough there to have headed

back the fox, let them then try back. Condemn me

not for suffering hounds to try back when the fox has

been headed back : I recommend it at no other time.

When your hounds divide into many parts, you had

better go off with the first fox that breaks. The

ground will soon get tainted ; nor will hounds like

a cover where they are often changing.
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If a cover be very large, and you have many scents,

be not in a hurry to get your hounds together ; if your

pack be numerous, let them run separate, only taking

care that none get away entirely from the rest :—by

this means many foxes will be equally distressed ; the

hounds will get together at last ; and one fox. at the

least, you may expect to kill.

The heading a fox back at first, if the cover be

not a large one, is oftentimes of service to hounds, as

he will not stop, and cannot go off unseen. When

a fox has been hard-run, I have known it turn out

otherwise ; and hounds that would easily have killed

him out of the cover, have left him in it.

If it be not your intention that a fox should break,

you should prevent him, I think, as much as you can,

from coming at all out of the cover ; for, though you

should head him back afterwards, it most probably

would put the hounds to a fault. When a pack of

fox-hounds once leave a cover after their game, they

do not readily return to it again.

When a fox has been often headed back on one

side of a cover, and a huntsman knows there is not

anybody on the other side to halloo him, the first fault

his hounds come to, let him cast that way, lest the fox

should be gone off ; and, if he be still in the cover, he

may still recover him.

Suffer not your huntsman to take out a lame hound.

If any be tender-footed, he will tell you, perhaps, that

they will not mind it when they are out : probably

they may not ; but how will they be on the next day ?

A hound not in condition to run, cannot be of much
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service to the pack ; and the taking him out at that

time may occasion him a long confinement afterwards:

put it not to the trial. Should any fall lame while they

are out, leave them at the first house that you come to.

I have seen huntsmen hunt their young blood in

couples. Let me beg of you not to suffer it. I know

you would be sorry to see your hounds hanging across

a hedge, grinning at each other, perhaps in the very

agonies of death : yet it is an accident that often has

happened ; and it is an accident so likely to happen,

that I am surprised any man of common sense will

run the risk of it. If necessary, I would much rather

they should be held in couples at the cover-side, till

the fox be found.

The two principal things which a huntsman has to

attend to, are the keeping of his hounds healthy and

steady. The first is attained by cleanliness and proper

food ; the latter, by putting as seldom as possible any

unsteady ones among them.

At the beginning of the season, let him be attentive

to get his hounds well in blood. As the season ad-

vances, and foxes become stout, attention then should

be given to keeping them as vigorous as possible. It

is a great fault, when hounds are suffered to become

too high in flesh at the beginning of the season, or too

low afterwards.

When a fox is lost, the huntsman, on his return

home, should examine into his own conduct, and en-

deavour to find in what he might have done better :

he may, by this means, make the very loss of a fox of

use to him.

Q
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Old tieing hounds, and a hare-hunter turned fox-

hunter, are both as contrary to the true spirit of

fox-hunting as anything could possibly be :—one is

continually bringing the pack back again ; the other

as constantly does his best to prevent them from

getting forward. The natural prejudices of mankind

are such, that a man seldom alters his style of hunting,

let him pursue what game he may ; besides, it may be

constitutional, as he is himself slow or active, dull or

lively, patient or impatient. It is for that reason that

I object to a hare-hunter for a pack of fox-hounds;

for the same ideas of hunting will most probably stick

by him as long as he lives.

Your huntsman is an old man ; should he have

been working hard all his life on wrong principles,

he may be now incorrigible.

Sometimes you will meet with a good kennel-hunts-

man ; sometimes an active and judicious one in the

field : some are clever at finding a fox, others are

better after he is found ; while perfection in a hunts-

man, like perfection in anything else, is scarcely ever

to be met with :—there are not only good, bad, and

indifferent huntsmen, but there are, perhaps, a few

others, who being, as it were, of a different species,

should be classed apart ;— I mean such as have real

genius. It is this peculiar excellence, which I told

you, in a former Letter, I would rather wish my first

whipper-in to be possessed of than my huntsman ; and

one reason, among others, is, that he, I think, would

have more opportunities of exercising it.

The keeping of hounds clean and healthy, and
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bringing them into the field in their fullest vigour, is

the excellence of a good kennel-huntsman
;

l
if, besides

this, he make his hounds both love and fear him ; if

he be active, and press them on while the scent is

good, always aiming to keep as near the fox as he

can ; if, when his hounds are at fault, he makes his

cast with judgment, not casting the wrong way first,

and only blundering upon the right at last, as many
do ; if, added to this, he be patient and persevering,

never giving up a fox while there remains a chance of

killing him—he then is a perfect huntsman.

Did I not know your love of this diversion, I

should think, by this time, that I must have tired you

completely. You are not singular, however, in your

partiality to it ; for, to show you the effect which

fox-hunting has on those who are really fond of it,

I must tell you what happened to me not long ago :

—

My hounds, in running a fox, crossed the great

Western road, where I met a orentleman travelling

1 To make the most of a pack of hounds, and bring them into the field

in their fullest vigour, is an excellence that huntsmen are very deficient

in. To obtain a knowledge of the different constitutions of so many
animals, requires more discernment than most of them are endowed
with. To apply that knowledge, by making separate drafts when they

feed them, would also take up more time than they choose to bestow :

hence it is that they generally are fed all together :—they may be well

fed, but I much doubt whether they are ever made the most of; such

as require to be fed a little at a time, and often, must, I believe, be

contented with a little only. Few huntsmen seem fond of their hounds :
2

one reason of it, perhaps, may be, that they are paid for looking after

them.

[
2 Beckford must have been singularly unfortunate in his huntsmen,

or the breed has altered very much since that date. It would be

very difficult now to find a huntsman who was not devoted to his hounds,

and it always seems rather cruel, when a change is made, that the man
should have to part with his four-footed friends.]
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on horseback, his servant, with a portmanteau, follow-

ing him. He no sooner saw the hounds, than he

rode up to me with the greatest eagerness. "Sir,"

said he, " are you after a fox ? " When I told him

that we were, he immediately stuck spurs to his

horse, took a monstrous leap, and never quitted us

any more till the fox was killed. I suppose, had

I said that we were after a hare, my gentleman would

have pursued his journey.



LETTER XXI.

YOUR huntsman, you say, has hunted a pack

of harriers : it might have been better, perhaps,

had he never seen one ; since fox-hunting and hare-

hunting differ almost in every particular ;—so much,

that I think it might not be an improper negative

definition of fox-hunting to say, it is, of all hunting,

that which resembles hare-hunting the least. A good

huntsman to a pack of harriers, seldom succeeds in

fox-hunting :—like old hounds, they dwell upon the

scent, and cannot get forward ; nor do they ever

make a bold cast ; so much are they afraid of leaving

the scent behind them. Hence it is, that they poke

about, and try the same place ten times over, rather

than leave it ; and, when they do, are totally at a loss

which way to go, for want of knowing the nature of

the animal they are in pursuit of. As hare-hounds

should scarcely ever be cast, halloo'd, or taken off

their noses, hare-hunters are too apt to hunt their

fox-hounds in the same manner ; but it will not do

;

nor could it please you if it would. Take away the

spirit of fox-hunting, and it is no longer fox-hunting

:

it is stale small-beer compared to brisk champagne.

You would also find in it more fatigue than pleasure.

It is said, thei'e is a pleasure in being mad, which only

229
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madmen know ; and it is the enthusiasm, I believe,

of fox-hunting, that is its best support : strip it of

that, and you had better leave it quite alone.

The hounds themselves also differ in their manner

of hunting. The beagle, who has always his nose to

the ground, will puzzle an hour on one spot, sooner

than leave the scent ; while the fox-hound, full of life

and spirit, is always dashing and trying forward :—

a

high-bred fox-hound, therefore shows himself to most

advantage when foxes are at their strongest, and run

an end. A pack of harriers will kill a cub better,

perhaps, than a pack of fox-hounds ; but, when foxes

are strong, they have not the method of getting on

with the scent which fox-hounds have, and generally

tire themselves before the fox. To kill foxes, when

they are strong, hounds must run, as well as hunt

:

besides, catching a fox by hard running, is always pre-

ferred, in the opinion of a fox-hunter. 1 Much depends

on the style in which it is done ; and I think, without

being sophistical, a distinction might be made betwixt

hunting a fox and fox-hunting. Two hackneys be-

come not racers by running round a course : nor does

the mere hunting of a fox change the nature of the

harrier. I have also seen a hare hunted by high-bred

fox-hounds
;
yet, I confess to you, it gave me not the

least idea of what hare-hunting ought to be. Certain

ideas are necessarily annexed to certain words—this

is the use of language—and when a fox-hound is

f
1 A capital definition of fox-hunting, and yet we often see a hunts-

man in these days hunt a fox as he would a hare. This method may
occasionally result in the death of a fox after many weary hours, but, as

Beckford says, it is not fox-hunting.]
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mentioned, I should expect not only a particular kind

of hound, as to make, size, and strength (by which the

fox-hound is easy to be distinguished) ; but I should

also expect by fox-hunting, a lively, animated, and

eager pursuit, as the very essence of it.
1 Eagerness

and impetuosity are such essential parts of this diver-

sion, that I am never more surprised than when I see

a fox-hunter without them. One hold hard, or reproof,

tmnecessarily given, would chill me more than a north-

east wind ; it would damp my spirits, and send me
home. The enthusiasm of a fox-hunter should not

be checked in its career ; for it is the very life and

soul of fox-huntino-. 2
If it be the eagerness with

which you pursue your game that makes the chief

pleasure of the chase, fox-hunting surely should

afford the greatest degree of it ; since you pursue

no animal with the same eagerness that you pursue

a fox.

Knowing your partiality to hounds that run in a

good style, I advise you to observe strictly your own,

when a fox is sinking in a strong cover : that is the

time to see the true spirit of a fox-hound. If they

1 The six following lines may have a dangerous tendency. Only a

good sportsman can know when a reproof is given unnecessarily, and

only a bad one will be deserving of reproof. This passage, therefore,

should be compared with pages 129, 162, 165, 177, where the meaning

of the author is very clearly expressed.

[
2 Masters should read this sentence, for they may often spoil a good

sportsman's day by speaking harshly, and thereby chilling that enthu-

siasm which Beckford truly says is the life and soul of the sport. Strong

language rarely does any good, for to the sensitive and those who
are accidentally in the wrong, it is too severe, whilst to hardened

offenders and those who hunt only for the ride, it makes no impression

whatever.]
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spread not the cover, but run tamely on the line of

one another, I shall fear it is a sort that will not please

you long. A fox-hound that has not spirit and ambi-

tion to get forward at a time like this, is at no other

likely to do much good.

You mention, in your last Letter, pretty hounds :

certainly I should not pretend to criticise others, who

am so incorrect myself; yet, with your leave, I think

I can set you right in that particular. Pretty is an

epithet improperly applied to a fox-hound : we call a

fox-hound handsome, when he is strong, bony, of a

proper size, and of exact symmetry ; and fitness is

made essential to beauty. A beagle may be pretty
;

but, according to my idea of the word, a fox-hound

cannot : but, as it is not to be supposed that you will

keep a pack of fox-hounds for the pleasure of looking

at them, without doubt, you will think goodness more

necessary than beauty. Should you be ambitious to

have a handsome pack of hounds, on no account ought

you to enter an ugly dog, lest you be tempted to keep

him afterwards.

I once heard an old sportsman say, that he thought

a fox, to show sport, should run four hours at least

;

and I suppose he did not care how slow his hounds

went after him. This idea, however, is not conceived

in the true spirit of fox-hunting—which is not to walk

down a fox, or starve him to death ; but to keep close

at him, and kill him as soon as you can. I am
convinced that a fox-hound may hunt too much : if

tender-nosed, and not over-hurried, he will always

hunt enough ; whilst the highest -bred hounds may
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be made to tie upon the scent, by improper manage-

ment. 1

It is youth, and good spirits, which suit best with

fox-hunting : slackness in the men occasions slackness

in the hounds ; and one may see, by the manner in

which hounds hunt, what kind of men they have

been accustomed to. The speediest hounds may, by

degrees, be rendered slow ; and it is impossible for the

best to do their business as they ought, unless followed

with life and spirit. Men who are slack themselves,

will be always afraid of hurrying their hounds too

much ; and, by carrying this humour too far, will com-

mit a fault which has nothing to excuse it. The best

method to hunt a fox, they say, is never, upon any ac-

count, to cast the hounds ; but, on the contrary, to let

them tie upon the scent as long as they will, and that

they will hit it off at last. I agree with them partly

:

it certainly must be the best method to hunt a fox

;

for, by this means, you may hunt him from morning

till night ; and, if you have the luck to find him, may

hunt him again the next day : the likeliest method,

however, to kill him, is to take every advantage of

him that you can.

All hounds go fast enough with a good scent ; but

it is the particular excellence of a fox-hound, when

rightly managed, to get on faster with an indifferent

scent than any other hound :

2
it is the business of a

1
It more frequently is owing either to want of patience, or want of

mettle, than to want of nose, that a hound does not hunt well.

- It is a quick method of hunting, that I mostly value in any hound

:

such as are possessed of it, are seldom long off the scent : it is the

reverse of slackness.
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huntsman to encourage this ; and here, most probably,

the hare-hunter will fail. He has been used to take

his time ; he has enjoyed a cold scent, like a southern

hound ; and has sitten patiently upon his horse, to see

his hounds hunt. It is, to be sure, very pretty to see
;

and, when you consider that the hare is all the time,

perhaps, within a few yards of you, and may leap up

the next minute, you are perfectly contented with what

you are about : but it is not so in fox-hunting : every

minute that you lose is precious, and increases your

difficulties ; and while you are standing still, the fox

is running miles. It is a satisfaction to a hare-hunter

to be told where his game was seen, though a long

while before ; but it is melancholy news to a fox-

hunter, whose game is not likely to stop. I believe I

mentioned to you, in a former Letter on hare-hunting,

a great fault which I had observed in some harriers,

from being let alone too much—that of running back

the heel. I have seen a pack of high-bred fox-hounds

do the same, for the same reasons.

When hounds flag, from frequent changes, and a

long day, it is necessary for a huntsman to animate

them as much as he can : he must keep them forward,

and press them on ; for it is not likely, in this case,

that they should over-run the scent. At these times

the whole work is generally done by a few hounds,

and he should keep close to them. Here I also fear

that the hare-hunter will fail} If they come to a

1
It is at a time like this that good sportsmen may be of great service

to hounds : it is the only time when they want encouragement ; and it is

(I am sorry to say) almost the only time when they do not receive it.

Those who ride too forward in the morning, will, in the evening, perhaps,
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long fault, it is over, and you had better then go

home.

The many chances that are against you in fox-

hunting : the changing frequently ; the heading of the

foxes ; their being coursed by sheep-dogs ; long faults;

cold hunting ; and the dying away of the scent ; make

it necessary to keep always as near to the fox as you

can ; which should be the first and invariable principle

of fox-hunting. Long days do great hurt to a pack of

fox-hounds. I set out one day last winter from the

kennel at half-past seven, and returned home a quarter

before eight at night, the hounds running hard the

greatest part of the time : the huntsman killed one

horse and tired another, and the hounds did not re-

cover for more than a week :

l we took them off at

last, when they were running with a better scent than

they had had the whole day. I also remember, after

it was quite dark, to have heard a better view-halloo

from an owl, than I ever heard from a sportsman in

my life, though I hope that I shall never hear such

another. A long day, nevertheless, once or twice in a

be too far behind, and thereby lose an opportunity that is offered them of

making some amends for the mischiefs they have already done. When
hounds flag from frequent changes, and the huntsman's horse sinks under

the fatigue of a tiresome day, then it is that sportsmen may assist them.

Such as know the hounds, should then ride up to them : they should

endeavour, by great encouragement, to keep them running, and get those

forward that may be behind ; for when hounds that are tired once come

to hunting, they tie upon the scent, and, by losing time, lose every chance

they had of killing the fox : great encouragement, and proper and timely

assistance, only can prevent it.

1 Hounds, after every hard day, should have two clear days to rest : it

does them less hurt to hunt two days following, when their work is easy,

than to hunt, before they may be perfectly recovered, after having been

hard-run.
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season, is of use to a huntsman : it shows the real

goodness and stoutness of his hounds.

When long days happen to hounds that are low in

flesh, nothing will get them up again so effectually as

rest : it is for this reason, hounds, that are kept con-

stantly hunted, ought always to be, as sportsmen call

it, above their work. If your hounds, either from acci-

dent or inattention, should ever be in the low condition

here alluded to, be not impatient to get them out of

it : should you feed them high with flesh, the mange,

most probably, would be the immediate consequence

of it: it is rest, and wholesome meat, that will recover

them best. It will surprise you to see how soon a dog

becomes either fat or lean : a little patience, therefore,

and some attention, will always enable you to get your

hounds into proper condition ; and I am certain that

you can receive no pleasure in hunting with them, if

they be not.

I forgot, in my Letter upon the feeding of hounds,

to observe, that such hounds as have the mange

actually upon them, or only a tendency towards it,

should be fed separately from the rest ; they should

have no flesh ; their meat should be mixed up rather

thin than thick ; and they should have vegetables in

great plenty. 1
I must also add, that if my hounds

return from hunting earlier than they were expected,

I now order them to be shut up in the lodging-room

till their meat be made ready for them. Hounds never

rest contented till they have been fed ; nor will they

1 Sulphur made into a ball with butter, or hog's-lard, and given two or

three mornings following, may also be necessary.
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remain upon their benches, unless they be confined

:

yet, without doubt, lying upon the pavement, or even

standing out in the cold after violent exercise, must be

prejudicial to them.

I am glad to hear that your huntsman knows the

country which he is to hunt : nothing in fox-hunting is

more essential than that; and it may make amends

for many faults. Foxes are not capricious : they know

very well what they are about ; are quick, I believe,

at determining, and resolute in persevering : they

generally have a point to go to ; and, though headed

and turned directly from it, seldom fail to make it

good at the last : this, therefore, is a great help to an

observing huntsman.

Suffer not your huntsman to encourage his hounds

too much on a bad-scenting day, particularly in covers

where there is much riot. Hark ! hark ! hark ! which

injudicious huntsmen are so fond of upon every occa-

sion, must often do mischief, and cannot do good :

while hounds are near together, they will get sooner to

the hound that challenges without that noise than with

it. If it be a right scent, they will be ready enough to

join ; and if it be a wrong one, provided they be let

alone, they will soon leave it : injudicious encourage-

ment, on a bad day, might make them run something

or other, right or wrong.

I know of no fault so bad in a hound as that of

running false : it should never be forgiven. Such as

are not stout, or are stiff-nosed, or have other faults,

may at times do good, and, at their worst, may do no

harm ; but such as run false, most probably, will spoil



238 THOUGHTS ON HUNTING

your sport. A hound capable of spoiling one day's

sport, is scarcely worth your keeping : indifferent ones,

such as I have above described, may be kept till you

have better to supply their places.

A huntsman should know how to marshal every

hound in his pack, giving to each his proper rank and

precedence ; for, without this knowledge, it is not

possible that he should make a large draft, as he

ought. There are, in most packs, some hounds that

assist but little in killing a fox ; and it is the judicious

drafting off of such hounds that is a certain sign of a

good huntsman.

My huntsman is very exact : he always carries a

list of his hounds in his pocket, and when in a distant

country, he looks it over, to see if any of them be

missing ; he has also a book in which he keeps a

regular account where every fox is found, and where

he is killed.

Your huntsman, you say, knows perfectly the

country that he has to hunt : let him then acquire

as perfect a knowledge of his hounds : good sense

and observation will do the rest ; at least, will do as

much as you seem to require of him ; for I am
glad to find, that you would rather depend upon the

goodness of your hounds for sport, than the genius

of your huntsman : it is, believe me, a much surer

dependence.





z < 3 5
z > 3 -a

5=^ = 3



LETTER XXII.

ARE not your expectations somewhat too sanguine,

l when you think that you shall have no occasion

for bag-foxes to keep your hounds in blood the first

season ? It may be as well, perhaps, not to turn

them all out, till you can be more certain that your

young pack will keep good and steady without them.

When blood is much wanted, and they are tired with

a hard day, one of these foxes will put them into

spirits, and give them, as it were, new strength and

vigour.

You desire to know, what I call being out of blood t

In answer to which, I must tell you, that, in my
judgment, no fox-hound can fail of killing more than

three or four times following, without being visibly

the worse for it. When hounds are out of blood,

there is a kind of evil genius attending all that they

do ; and, though they may seem to hunt as well as

ever, they do not get forward ; while a pack of fox-

hounds well in blood, like troops flushed with

conquest, are not easily withstood. What we call ill

luck, day after day, when hounds kill no foxes, may
frequently I think, be traced to another cause, namely,

theii' being out of blood ; nor can there be any other

reason assigned why hounds, which we know to be

239
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good, should remain so long as they sometimes do

without killing a fox.
1 Large packs are least subject

to this inconvenience : hounds that are quite fresh,

and in high spirits, least feel the want of blood : the

smallest packs, therefore, should be able to leave at

least ten or twelve couple of hounds behind them, to

be fresh against the next hunting day. If your

hounds be much out of blood, give them rest : take

this opportunity to hunt with other hounds ; to see

how they are managed ; to observe what stallion

hounds they have ; and to judge yourself, whether

they be such as it is fit for you to breed from. If

what I have now recommended should not succeed

;

if a little rest, and a fine morning, do not put your

hounds into blood again, I know of nothing else that

will ; and you must attribute your ill success, I fear,

to another cause.

You say, that you generally hunt at a late hour

:

after a tolerably good run, do not try to find another

fox. Should you be long in finding, and should you

not have success afterwards, it will hurt your hounds :

should you try a long time, and not find, that also will

make them slack. Never try to find a fox after one

o'clock
;
you had better return home, and hunt again

on the next day : not that I, in general, approve of

hunting two days following with the same hounds

:

the trying so many hours in vain, and the being kept

so long off their food, both contribute to make them

1 A pack of hounds that had been a month without killing a fox, at

last ran one to ground, which they dug, and killed upon the earth : the

next seven days that they hunted, they killed a fox each day.
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slack ; and nothing, surely, is more contrary to the

true spirit of fox-hunting ; for fox-hounds, I have

already said, ought always to be above their work.

This is another particular, in which hare-hunting and

fox-hunting totally differ ; for harriers cannot be hunted

too much, as long as they are able to hunt at all : the

slower they go, the less likely they will be to over-run

the scent, and the sooner, in all probability, will they

kill their game. I have a friend, who hunted his five

days following, and assured me that he had better

sport with them the last day than the first.

I remember to have heard, that a certain pack of

fox-hounds, since become famous, were many weeks,

from a mixture of indifferent hounds, bad management,

and worse luck, without killing a fox ; however, they

killed one at last, and tried to find another :—they

found him, and they lost him ; and were then, as you

may well suppose, another month without killing

another fox :—this was ill-judged : they should have

returned home immediately.

When hounds are much out of blood, some men
proceed in a method that must necessarily keep them

so : they hunt them every day, as if tiring them out

were a means to give them strength and spirit :—this,

however, proceeds more from ill-nature and resentment,

than sound judgment. 1 As I know your temper to be

the reverse, without doubt, you will adopt a different

method ; and, should your hounds ever be in the

1 It is not the want of blood only that is prejudicial to hounds : the

trying long in vain to recover a lost scent, no less contributes to make
them slack.

R
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state here described, you will keep them fresh for the

first fine day ; when, supposing them to be all per-

fectly steady, I do not question that they will kill their

fox.

When hounds are in want of blood, give them every

advantage
;
go out early, choose a good quiet morning,

and throw off your hounds where they are likely to

find, and are least likely to change :— if it be a small

cover, or furze-brake, and you can keep the fox in, it

is right to do it ; for the sooner you kill him, when

you are in want of blood, the better for the hounds.

When hounds are in want of blood, and you get a

fox into a small cover, it must be your own fault if you

do not kill him there : place your people properly, and

he cannot get off again. You will hear, perhaps, that

it is impossible to head back a fox. No animal is so

shy ; consequently, no animal is so easily headed back

by those who understand it. When it is your intention

to check a fox, your people must keep at a little dis-

tance from the cover side ; nor should they be sparing

of their voices ; for, since you cannot keep him in (if

he be determined to come out), prevent him, if you

can, from being so inclined. All kind of mobbing is

allowable, when hounds are out of blood; 1 and you

may keep the fox in cover, or let him out, as you think

the hounds will manage him best.

Though I am so great an advocate for blood, as to

judge it necessary to a pack of fox-hounds, yet I by no

means approve of it, so far as it is sometimes carried.

1 Yet, how many foxes owe their lives to the too great eagerness of

their pursuers ?
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I have known three young foxes chopped in a furze-

brake in one day, without any sport ; a wanton de-

struction of foxes, scarcely answering the purpose of

blood ; since that blood does hounds most good which

is most dearly earned. Such sportsmen richly deserve

blank days ; and, without doubt, they often meet with

them. Mobbing a fox, indeed, is only allowable when

hounds are not likely to be a match for him without it.

One would almost be inclined to think blood as ne-

cessary to the men as to the hounds, since the best

chase is flat, unless you kill the fox. When you ask a

fox-hunter, What sport he has had ? and he replies, It

was good ; I think the next question generally is, Did
yotcr hounds kill? If he should say, They did not, the

conversation ends ; but if, on the contrary, he tell you

that they did, you then ask a hundred questions, and

seldom are satisfied till he has related every particular

of the chase.

When there is snow on the ground, foxes will lie

at earth.
1 Should your hounds be in want of blood,

it will at that time be easy to dig one to turn out

before them, when the weather breaks ; but I seem to

have forgotten a new doctrine which I lately heard,

that blood is not necessary to a pack of fox-hounds. 2

If you also should have taken up that opinion, I have

only to wish, that the goodness of your hounds may
1 Earths should be watched when there is snow upon the ground ; for

foxes then will lie at earth. Those who are inclined to destroy them, can

track them in, and may dig them out.

[
2 This doctrine has its advocates in these days, but it is generally

amongst the lookers-on, and not those who have the management of

hounds. Blood, as the author says, is all-important, and no pack will

show good sport unless they get plenty of it.]
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prevent you from changing it, or from knowing how

far it may be erroneous. 1

Before you have been long a fox-hunter, I expect

to hear you talk of the ill-luck which so frequently

attends this diversion. I can assure you, it has pro-

voked me often, and has made even a parson swear

:

—
it was but the other day that we experienced an ex-

traordinary instance of it : we found at the same instant

a brace of foxes in the same cover ; and they both

broke at the opposite ends of it. The hounds soon

got together, and went off very well with one of them
;

yet notwithstanding this, such was our ill-luck, that,

though the hunted fox took a circle of several miles,

he at last crossed the line of the other fox ; the heel

of which we hunted back to the cover from whence we

came : it is true, we perceived that our scent worsted,

and were going to stop the hounds ; but the going off

of a white frost deceived us also in that.

Many a fox have I known lost by running into

houses and stables. It is not long since my hounds

lost one, when hunting in the New Forest :—after

having tried the country round, they had given him

up, and were gotten home; when in rode a farmer,

full gallop, with news of the fox : he had found him,

he said, in his stable, and had shut him in. The

hounds returned : the fox, however, stood but a little

while, as he was quite run up before.

Some years ago, my hounds running a fox across

1 Those who can suppose the killing of a fox to be of no service to a

pack of fox-hounds, may suppose, perhaps, that it does them hurt : it is

going but one step further.
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an open country in a thick fog, the fox scarcely out of

view, three of the leading hounds disappeared all of a

sudden ; and the whipper-in, luckily, was near enough

to see it happen. They fell into a dry well, near a

hundred feet deep : they and the fox remained there

together till the next day, when, with the greatest

difficulty, we got them all four out.

Another time, having run a fox a burst of an hour

and a quarter (the severest I ever remember), the

hounds at last got up to him by the side of a river,

where he had stayed for them. One hound seized

him as he was swimming across, and they both went

down together : the hound came up again, but the fox

appeared no more. By means of a boat and a long

pole, we got the fox out. Had he not been seen to

sink, he would hardly have been tried for under water;

and, without doubt, we should have wondered what

had become of him.

Now we are in the chapter of accidents, I must

mention another, that lately happened to me on cross-

ing a river, to draw a cover on the other side of it :

—

The river Stower frequently overflows its banks, and

is also very rapid and very dangerous. The flood

that morning, though sudden, was extensive : the

neighbouring meadows were all laid under water, and

only the tops of the hedges appeared. There were

posts to direct us to the bridge ; but we had a great

length of water to pass before we could get at it : it

was, besides, so deep, that our horses almost swam
;

and the shortest-legged horses, and longest-legged

riders, were worst off. The hounds dashed in as
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usual, and were immediately carried, by the rapidity

of the current, a long way down the stream. The

huntsman was far behind them ; and, as he could

advance but slowly, he was constrained to see his

hounds wear themselves out in a useless contention

with the current, from their efforts to get to him. It

was a shocking scene ! many of the hounds, when

they reached the shore, had entirely lost the use of

their limbs ; for it froze, and the cold was intolerable :

some lay as if they were dead, and others reeled as

if they had been drinking wine. Our ill-luck was not

yet complete : the weakest hounds, or such as were

most affected by the cold, we now saw entangled in

the tops of the hedges, and heard their lamentations.

Well-known tongues ! and such as I had never heard

before without pleasure. It was painful to see their

distress, and not know how to relieve it. A number

of people, by this time, were assembled near the

river-side ; but there was not one amongst them that

would venture in. However, a guinea, at last,

tempted one man to fetch out a hound that was

entangled in a bush, and would otherwise have

perished. Two hounds remained upon a hedge all

night ; and, though at a considerable distance from

each other when we left them, yet they got together

afterwards ; and the next morning, when the flood

abated, they were found closely clasping each other

:

without doubt, it was the friendly warmth which they

afforded each other that kept both alive. We lost

but one hound by this unlucky expedition, but could

not save any of our terriers. They were seen to sink,
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their strength not being sufficient to resist the two

enemies they had to encounter (powerful when com-

bined) the severity of the cold, and the rapidity of

the stream.

You ask, At what time you should leave off hunt-

ing? It is a question which I know not how to

answer ; as it depends as much on the quantity of

game that you have, as on the country that you hunt

:

however, in my opinion, no good country should be

hunted after February ; nor should there be any hunt-

ing at all after March. Spring-hunting is sad destruc-

tion of foxes : in one week you may destroy as many

as would have shown you sport for a whole season.

We killed a bitch-fox one morning, with seven young

ones, which were all alive. I can assure you we

missed them very much the next year, and had many

blank days which we needed not to have had, but

through our own fault. I should tell you, this notable

feat was performed, literally, on the first of April.

If you will hunt late in the season, you should at least

leave your terriers behind you. I hate to kill any

animal out of season. A hen-pheasant with egg, I

have heard, is famous eating
;

yet, I can assure you

I never mean to taste it ; and the hunting a bitch-fox

big with young, appears to me cruel and unnatural.

A gentleman of my acquaintance, who killed most

of his foxes at this season, was humorously called,

midwife to the foxes.

Are not the foxes' heads, which are so pompously

exposed to view, often prejudicial to sport in fox-

hunting ? How many foxes are wantonly destroyed,
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without the least service to the hounds or sport to

the master ; that the huntsman may say he has

killed so many brace ! How many are digged out

and killed, when blood is not wanted, for no better

reason ! foxes that, another day, perhaps, the earths

well stopped, might have run hours, and died gallantly

at last. I remember, myself, to have seen a pack of

hounds kill three in one day ; and, though the last ran

to ground, and the hounds had killed two before,

therefore could not be supposed to be in want of

blood, the fox was digged out, and killed upon the

earth. 1 However, it answered one purpose which you

would little expect— it put a clergyman, who was

present, in mind that he had a corpse to bury, which

otherwise had been forgotten.

I should have less objection to the number of

foxes' heads that are to be seen against every kennel-

door, did it ascertain with more precision the goodness

of the hounds ; which may more justly be known from

the few foxes they lose, than from the number that

they kill. When you inquire after a pack of fox-

hounds, whether they be good, or not, and are told

they seldom miss a fox
;
your mind is perfectly satis-

fied about them, and you inquire no further : it is not

always so, when you are told the number of foxes they

have killed. If you ask a Frenchman, What age he is

of? he will tell you that he is in good health. In

like manner, when I am asked, How many brace of

[
x It will be seen that though Beckford is such a great believer in

blood, he yet strongly condemns killing foxes wantonly. The only excuse

for wholesale butchery is when foxes are too numerous and farmers are

complaining.]
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foxes my hounds have killed ? I feel myself inclined

to say, the hounds are good ; an answer which, in my
opinion, goes more immediately to the spirit of the

question than any other that I could give ; since the

number of foxes' heads is, at best, but a presumptive

proof of the goodness of the hounds. In a country

neighbouring to mine, foxes are difficult to be killed,

and not easy to be found ; and the gentlemen who

hunt that country, are very well contented when

they kill a dozen brace of foxes in a season. My
hounds kill double that number : ought it to be

inferred from thence that they are twice as good ?

All countries are not equally favourable to hounds.

I hunt in three, all as different as it is possible to be

;

and the same hounds that behave well in one, some-

times appear to behave indifferently in another. Were
the most famous pack, therefore, to change their good

country for the bad one I here allude to (though, with-

out doubt, they would behave well), they certainly

would meet with less success than they are at present

used to: our cold flinty hills would soon convince them,

that the difference of strength between one fox and

another—the difference of goodness betwixt one hound

and another—are yet but trifles, when compared with

the more material difference of a good-scenting country

and a bad one. 1

1 Great inequality of scent is very unfavourable to hounds. In heathy

countries the scent always lies ; yet I have remarked, that the many
roads which cross them, and the many inclosures of poor land that sur-

round them, render hunting in such countries, at times, very difficult to

hounds. The sudden change from a good scent to a bad one, puzzles

their noses, and confuses their understandings ; and many of them,
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I can hardly think you serious, when you ask me,

If the same hounds can hunt both hare and fox?

However, thus far you may assure yourself, that it

cannot be done with any degree of consistency. As

to your other question, of hunting the hounds yourself,

that is an undertaking which, if you will follow my
advice, you will let alone. It is your opinion, I find,

that a gentleman might make the best huntsman : I

have no doubt that he would, if he chose the trouble

of it. I do not think there is any profession, trade, or

occupation, to which a good education would not be of

service ; and hunting, notwithstanding it is at present

exercised by such as have not had an education,

might, without doubt, be carried on much better by

those that have. I will venture to say, fewer faults

would then be committed ; nor would the same faults

be committed over and over again, as they now are.

Huntsmen never reason by analogy, nor are they much

benefitted by experience.

Having told you, in a former Letter, what a hunts-

man ought to be, the following, which I can assure

you is a true copy, will show you, in some instances at

least, what he ought not to be :

Sir,

Yours I received the 24th of this present Instant

June and at your request I will give you an impartial

account of my man John G 's Character. He is a

Shoemaker or Cordwainer which you please to call it

without doubt, follow the scent unwillingly, owing to the little credit that

they give to it. In my opinion, therefore, a scent which is less good, but

more equal, is more favourable to hounds.
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by trade and now in our Town he is following the

Carding Business for every one that wants him he

served his Time at a Town called Brigstock in North-

amptonshire and from thence in great Addington

Journeyman to this Occupation as before mentioned

and used to come to my house and found by riding

my horses to water that he rode a horse pretty well

which was not at all mistaken for he rides a horse

well and he looks after a kennel of hounds very well

and finds a hare very well he hath no judgment in

hunting a pack of hounds now tho he rides well he

dont with discretion for he dont know how to make

the most of a horse but a very harey starey fellow will

ride over a church if in his way tho may prevent the

leap by having a gap within ten yards of him and if

you are not in the field with him yourself when you

are a hunting to tutor him about riding he will kill all

the horses you have in the stable in one month for he

hath killed downright and lamed so that will never be

fit for use no more than five horses since he hath

hunted my hounds which is two years and upwards he

can talk no doe lano-uaee to a hound he hath no voice

speaks to a hound just as if his head were in a drum

nor neither does he know how to draw a hound when

they are at a loss no more than a child of two years

old as to his honesty I always found him honest till

about a week ago and have found him dishonest now

for about a week ago I sent my servant that I have

now to fetch some sheep's feet from Mr. Stanjan of

Higham Ferrers where G used to go for feet and

I always send my money by my man that brings the

feet and Stanjan told my man that I have now that I

owed him money for feet and when the boy came home
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he told me and I went to Stanjan and when I found

the truth of the matter G had kept my money in

his hands and had never paid Stanjan he had been

along with me once for a letter in order for his character

to give him one but I told him I could not give him a

good one so I would not write at all G is a very

great drunkard cant keep a penny in his pocket a sad

notorious lyar if you send him upon an errand a mile

or two from Uppingham he will get drunk stay all day

and never come home while the middle of the night or

such time as he knows his master is in bed he can nor

will not keep any secret neither hath he so much wit

as other people for the fellow is half a fool for if you

would have business done with expedition if he once

gets out of the town or sight of you you shall see

him no more while the next morning he serves me
so and so you must expect the same if you hire him I

use you just as I would be used myself if I desired a

character of you of a servant that I had designed

to hire of yours as to let you know the truth of every

thing about him.

I am Sir

Your most humble servant to command

#M* Jfc. M. jfe
"VY" "A" "TV" *F

P.S.—He takes good care of his horses with good

looking after him as to the dressing e'm but if you

dont take care he will fill the manger full of corn

so that he will cloy the horses and ruin the whole

stable of horses.

Great Addington June the 28th 1734.
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I
TOLD you, I believe, at the beginning of our

correspondence, that I disliked bag-foxes : I shall

now tell you what my objections to them are :—the

scent of them is different from that of other foxes : it

is too good, and makes hounds idle ; besides, in the

manner in which they generally are turned out, it

makes hounds very wild : they seldom fail to know

what you are going about before you begin ; and,

if often used to hunt bag-foxes, will become riotous

enough to run any thing. A fox that has been con-

fined long in a small place, and carried out afterwards

in a sack, many miles perhaps, his own ordure hanging

about him, must needs stink extravagantly. You are

also to add to this account, that he most probably is

weakened for want of his natural food and usual

exercise ; his spirit broken by despair, and his limbs

stiffened by confinement: he then is turned out in open

ground, without any point to go to. He runs down

the wind, it is true ; but he is so much at a loss all the

while, that he loses a deal of time, in not knowing what

to do ; while the hounds, who have no occasion to

hunt, pursue as closely as if they were tied to him.

I remember once to have hunted a bag-fox with a

gentleman, who, not thinking these advantages enough,

poured a whole bottle of aniseed on the fox's back. I

253
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cannot say that I could have hunted the fox, but

I assure you I could very easily have hunted the

aniseed, Is it to be expected, that the same hounds

will have patience to hunt a cold scent the next day

o'er greasy fallows, through flocks of sheep, or on stony

roads? However capable they may be of doing it, I

should much doubt their giving themselves the trouble.

If, notwithstanding these objections, you still choose

to turn one out, turn him into a small cover
;
give him

what time you judge necessary, and lay on your hounds

as quietly as you can ; and, if it be possible, let them

think they find him. If you turn out a fox for blood,

I should, in that case, prefer the turning him into a

large cover, first drawing it well, to prevent a change.

The hounds should then find him themselves ; and the

sooner he is killed the better. Fifteen or twenty

minutes is as long as I should ever wish a bag-fox

to run, that is designed for blood : the hounds should

then go home.

Bag-foxes always run down the wind : such sports-

men, therefore, as choose to turn them out, may at

the same time choose what country they shall run.

Foxes that are found, do not follow this rule invariably.

Strong earths, and large covers, are great inducements;

and it is no inconsiderable wind that will keep foxes

from them. A gentleman who never hunts, being on

a visit to a friend of his in the country, who hunts a

great deal, heard him talk frequently of bag-foxes: as

he was unwilling to betray his ignorance, his discretion

and curiosity kept him for some time in suspense, till

at last he could not refrain from asking, What kind of
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an animal a bag-fox was ? and, I f it was not a species of

fox peculiar to that country ?

A pack of hounds having" run a fox to a ground

immediately after they had found him, he was digged

and turned out again ; and, that the operation of turn-

ing him out might be better performed, the master of

the hounds undertook it himself. You will hardly

believe me when I tell you, that he forgot the place

where he turned him out, and they never once could

hit upon the scent.

If you breed up cubs, you will find a fox-court

necessary : they should be kept there till they are large

enough to care of themselves. It ought to be open

at the top, and walled in. I need not tell you, that

it must be every way well secured, and particularly

the floor of it, which must be either bricked or paved.

A few boards fitted to the corners will also be of use,

to shelter and to hide them. Foxes ought to be kept

very clean, and have plenty of fresh water i

1 birds and

rabbits are their best food : horse-flesh might give

them the mange ; for they are subject to this disorder.

I remember a remarkable instance of it :—Going out

to course, I met the whipper-in returning from exer-

cising his horses, and asked him, If he had found any

hares ? No, Sir, he replied ; but I have caught a fox :

I saw him sunning himself under a hedge, and, find-

ing he could not run, I drove him up into a corner,

got off my horse, and took him up ; but he is since

dead. I found him at the place he directed me to, and

[' Foxes in confinement should be kept on peat-moss, and their coats

occasionally dusted with sulphur.]
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he was indeed a curiosity : he had not a single hair on

his brush, and very few on his body. 1

I have kept foxes too long ; I also have turned

them out too young. The safest way, I believe, will

be to avoid either extreme. When cubs are bred in

an earth near you, if you add two or three to the

number, it is not improbable that the old fox will take

care of them. Of this you may be certain, that if

they live they will be good foxes ; for the others will

show them the country. Those which you turn into

an earth, should be regularly fed : if they should be

once neglected, it is probable they will forsake the

place, wander away, and die through want of food.

When the cubs leave the earth (which they may soon

do), your game-keeper should throw food for them, in

parts of the cover where it may be most easy for them

to find it ; and, when he knows their haunt, he should

continue to feed them there. Nothing destroys so

much the breed of foxes as buying them 2
to turn out,

unless care be taken of them afterwards.

[* There is much yet to be learnt about mange in foxes, and until

it has been more thoroughly investigated, it would be better not to

advance here any opinions on the subject. The disease in some forms is

identical with that which attacks dogs, but there are varieties which we
believe no dog has ever been known to have. There are many instances

of mangy foxes giving the disease to terriers. In one form of fox-mange

the blood turns black, and a few drops of it applied externally to any

animal is said to infect the skin with the disease. Foxes in confinement

nearly always get the mange, and it is therefore likely in those cases that

the cause is the want of some particular food which they get in a wild

state. By inspecting the wild fox's billet it will be seen that blackbeetles

form a large portion of his food. Whether that insect possesses medicinal

properties for keeping the blood in order we do not know, but in that

case it would explain much.]

[
2 Foxes should be bought only from a country where there is no

hunting.]
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Your country being extensive, probably it may not

be all equally good : it may be worth your while,

therefore, to remove some of the cubs from one part of

it into the other : it is what I frequently do myself, and

find it answer. 1 A fox-court is of great use : it should

be airy, or I cannot advise you to keep them long in it.

I turned out one year ten brace of cubs ; most of

which, by being kept till they were tainted before they

were turned out, were found dead in the covers, with

scarcely any hair upon them ; whilst a brace which had

effected their escape, by making a hole in the sack in

which they were brought, lived, and showed excellent

sport. Should the cubs be large, you may turn them

out immediately :—a large earth will be best for that

purpose ; where they ought to be regularly fed with

rabbit's, bird's, or sheep's henges, whichever you can

most conveniently get. I believe when a fox is once

tainted he never recovers. The weather being remark-

ably hot, those which I kept in my fox-court (and it at

that time was a very close one) all died, one after the

other, of the same disorder.

Where rabbits are plentiful, Nature will soon teach

your cubs how to catch the young ones ; and, till that

period of abundance arrives, it may be necessary to

1 Though turned-out foxes may sometimes answer the purpose of

entering young hounds, yet they seldom show any diversion : few of those

I have turned into my woods, have I ever seen again ; besides, the

turning out of foxes, and alarming the neighbourhood, may hasten their

destruction. Foxes will be plentiful enough where traps are not set to

destroy them : should they do any injury to the farmer, make satisfaction

for it : encourage the neighbouring game-keepers to preserve them, by

paying them handsomely for every litter of cubs that they take care of

for you. If you act in this manner, you may not have occasion to turn

any out.

S
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provide food for them. 1 Where game is scarce, wet

weather will be most favourable to them : they can

then live on beetles, chaffers, worms, &c, which they

will find great plenty of. I think the morning is the

best time to turn them out : if turned out in the even-

ing, they will be likely to ramble ; but if turned out

early, and fed on the earth, there is little doubt of their

remaining there. 2
I also recommend to you, to turn

them into large covers and strong earths :—out of

small earths they are more liable to be stolen ; and

from small covers are more likely to stray. Your

game-keepers, at this season of the year, having little

to do, may feed, and take care of them. When you

stop any of these earths, remember to have them

opened again, as (I have reason to think) I lost some

young foxes one year by not doing it. For your own

satisfaction, put a private mark on every fox which

you turn out, that you may know him again. Your

cubs, though they may get off from the covers where

they were bred, when hunted will seldom fail to return

to them.

Gentlemen who buy foxes do great injury to fox-

hunting ; for they encourage the robbing of neighbour-

ing hunts : in which case, without doubt, the receiver

is as bad as the thief. It is the interest of every fox-

hunter to be cautious how he behaves in this particular.

1 If a sheep die, let it be carried to the earth, and it will afford the

cubs food for some time.

2 A more certain method, perhaps, might be to pale in part of a copse

which has an earth in it. It might be well stocked with rabbits ; the

young ones of which, the cubs would soon learn to catch. You might

have meuses in the pale, and let them out when capable of getting their

own food. Foxes turned out answer best, when left to breed.
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Indeed, I believe most gentlemen are; and it may be

easy to retaliate on such as are not. I am told, that

in some hunts it is the constant employment of one

person to watch the earths at the breeding time,

to prevent the cubs from being stolen. Furze-

covers cannot be too much encouraged, for that

reason ; for there they are safe. They have also

other advantages attending them : they are certain

places to find in : foxes cannot break from them

unseen ; nor are you so liable to change as in other

covers. 1

Acquainted as I am with your sentiments, it would

be needless to desire you to be cautious how you buy

foxes. The price that some men pay for them, might

well encourage the robbing of every hunt in the king-

dom, their own not excepted. But you despise the

soi-disant gentleman who receives them, more than

the poor thief who takes them. Some gentlemen ask

no questions, and flatter themselves they have found

out that convenient mezzo termino for the easy accom-

modation of their consciences.

With respect to the digging of foxes that you run

to ground—what I myself have observed in that busi-

ness, I will endeavour to recollect. My people usually,

I think, follow the hole, except when the earth is large,

1 A fox, when pressed by hounds, will seldom go into a. furze -brake.

Rabbits, which are the fox's favourite food, may also be encouraged there,

and yet do little damage. Were they suffered to establish themselves in

your woods, it would be difficult to destroy them afterwards. Thus far I

object to them, as a farmer : I object to them also, as a fox-hunter
;

since nothing is more prejudicial to the breeding of foxes, than disturbing

your woods late in the season, to destroy the rabbits.
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and the terriers have fixed the fox in an anofle of it

;

for they then find it a more expeditious method to sink

a pit as near to him as they can. You should always

keep a terrier in at the fox ; for, if you do not, he not

only may move, but also, in loose ground, may dig

himself further in. In digging, you should keep room

enough ; and care should be taken not to throw the

earth where you may have to move it again. In fol-

lowing the hole, the surest way not to lose it is to keep

below it. When your hounds are in want of blood,

stop all the holes, lest the fox should bolt out unseen.

It causes no small confusion when this happens : the

hounds are dispersed about, and asleep in different

places ; the horses are often at a considerable distance
;

and many a fox, by taking advantage of the moment,

has saved his life.

If hounds want blood, and have had a long run, it

is the best way, without doubt, to kill the fox upon the

earth ; but, if they have not run long ; if it be easy to

dig out the fox, and the cover be such a one as they

are not likely to change in—it is better for the hounds

to turn him out upon the earth, and let them work for

him. It is the blood that will do them most good, and

may be serviceable to the hounds, to the horses, and

to yourself. Digging a fox is cold work, and may

require a gallop afterwards, to warm you all again.

Before you do this, if there be any other earths in the

cover, they should be stopped, lest the fox should go

to ground again.

Let your huntsman try all around, and let him be

perfectly satisfied that the fox is not gone on, before
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you try an earth i

1 for want of this precaution, I dug

three hours to a terrier, that lay all the time at a rabbit.

There was another circumstance, which I am not likely

to forget

—

"that I had twenty miles to ride home after-

wards" A fox sometimes runs over an earth, and

does not go into it : he sometimes goes in, and does

not stay : he may find it too hot, or may not like the

company that he meets with there. I make no doubt

that he has good reasons for everything he does,

though we are not always acquainted with them.

Huntsmen, when they get near the fox, will some-

times put a hound in to draw him. This is, however,

a cruel operation, and seldom answers any other pur-

pose than to occasion the dog a bad bite, the fox's

head generally being towards him ; besides, a few

minutes' digging will render it unnecessary. If you

let the fox first seize your whip, the hound will draw

him more readily.
2

You should not encourage badgers in your woods :

they make strong earths, which will be expensive and

troublesome to you, if you stop them ; or fatal to your

sport, if you do not. You, without doubt, remember

an old Oxford toast

:

Hounds stout, and horses healthy,

Earths well stopp'd, and foxes plenty.

All, certainly, very desirable to a fox-hunter
;
yet, I

apprehend the earths stopped to be the most necessary
;

p A fox will often go through a drain and out the other end, so that a

huntsman should always make a cast forward to make certain.]

2 You may draw a fox, by fixing a piece of whip-cord, made into a

noose, at the end of a stick ; which, when the fox seizes, you may draw
him out by.
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for the others, without that, would be useless. Besides,

I am not certain that earths are the safest places for

foxes to breed in ; for frequently, when poachers can-

not dig them, they will catch the young foxes in

trenches dug at the mouth of the hole, which I believe

they call tunning them. A few large earths near to

your house, are certainly desirable, as they will draw

the foxes thither, and, after a long day, will sometimes

bring you home.

If foxes should have been bred in an earth which

you think unsafe x
you had better stink them out : that,

or indeed any disturbance at the mouth of the hole,

will make the old one carry them off to another place.

In open countries, foxes, when they are much dis-

turbed, will lie at earth. If you have difficulty in

finding, stinking the earths will sometimes produce

them again. The method which I use to stink an

earth, is as follows :—Three pounds of sulphur and

one pound of asafcetida are boiled up together : matches

are then made of brown paper, and lighted in the holes,

which are afterwards stopped very close. Earths that

are not used by badgers, may be stopped early, which

will answer the same purpose ; but, where badgers fre-

quent, it would be useless ; for they would open them

again.

Badgers may be caught alive in sacks placed at

the mouth of the hole : setting traps for them would

be dangerous, as you might catch your foxes also :

they may be caught by stinking them out of a great

earth, and afterwards following them to a smaller one,

and digging them.
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Your country requires a good terrier. I should

prefer the black or white terrier : some there are so

like a fox, that awkward feople frequently mistake

one for the other. If you like terriers to run with

your pack, large ones, at times, are useful ; but in an

earth they do little good, as they cannot always get up

to a fox. You had better not enter a young terrier at

a badger. Youn^ terriers have not the art of shifting

like old ones ; and, should they be good for any thing,

most probably will go up boldly to him at once, and

get themselves most terribly bitten : for this reason,

you should enter them at young foxes when you can.

Before I quit this subject I must mention an extra-

ordinary instance of sagacity in a bitch-fox that was

digged out of an earth, with four young ones, and

brought in a sack upwards of twenty miles to a gentle-

man in my neighbourhood, to be turned out the next

day before his hounds. This fox, weak as she must

have been, ran in a straight line back again to her own

country, crossed two rivers, and was at last killed near

to the earth out of which she had been digged the day

before. Foxes that are bred in cliffs near the sea,

seldom are known to ramble any great distance from

them : and sportsmen, who know the country where

this fox was turned out, will tell you, that there is not

the least reason to think that she could have had any

knowledge of it.

Besides the digging of foxes (by which method

many young ones are taken, and old ones destroyed),

traps, &c, too often are fatal to them :—farmers for

their lambs (which, by the bye, few foxes ever kill)

;
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gentlemen for their game ; and old women for their

poultry—are their inveterate enemies. I must, however,

give an instance of civility that I once met with from

a farmer :—The hounds had found, and were running

hard : the farmer came up in high spirits, and said, " I

hope, Sir, you will kill him : he has done me much

damage lately : he carried away all my ducks last week.

I would notgin him though—too good a sportsman for

that." So much for the honest farmer.

In the country where I live, most of the gentlemen

are sportsmen ; and even those who are not, show

every kind of attention to those who are. I am sorry

that it is otherwise with you ; and that your old gouty

neighbour should destroy your foxes, I must own, con-

cerns me. I know some gentlemen, who, when a

neighbour had destroyed all their foxes, and thereby

prevented them from pursuing a favourite amusement,

oaded a cart with spaniels, and went all together and

destroyed his pheasants. I think they might have

called this very properly, lex talionis ; and it had the

desired effect ; for, as the gentleman did not think it

prudent to fight them all, he took the wiser method

—

he made peace with them :—he gave an order, that no

more foxes should be destroyed ; and they never after-

wards killed any of his pheasants.
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LETTER XXIV.

I
AM now, my friend, about to take leave of you

;

and, at the same time that I give repose to you,

let me entreat you to show the same favour to your

hounds and horses. It is now the breeding season ; a

proper time, in my opinion, to leave off hunting ; since

it is more likely to be your servants' amusement than

yours ; and is always to the prejudice of two noble

animals, which we sportsmen are bound in gratitude to

take care of.

After a long and tiresome winter, surely the horse

deserves some repose. Let him, then, enjoy his short-

lived liberty ; and, as his feet are the parts which

suffer most, turn him out into a soft pasture. Some

there are who disapprove of grass, saying, that, when a

horse is in good order, the turning him out undoes it

all again. It certainly does : yet, at the same time, I

believe that no horse can be fresh in his limbs, or will

last you long, without it. Can standing in a hot stable

do him any good ?—and can hard exercise, particularly

in the summer, be of any advantage to him ? Is it not

soft ground and Jong rest that will best refresh his

limbs, while the night air and morning dews will in-

vigorate his body P
1 Some never physic their hunters

;

f
1 The question of summering hunters is still being debated, and

each system has its advocates. We agree with Beckford that turning

265
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only observing, when they first take them up from

grass, to work them gently,: some turn out theirs all

the year. It is not unusual for such as follow the latter

method, to physic their horses at grass : they then

are taken up, well fed, and properly exercised, to get

them into order : this done, they are turned out for a

few hours every day when they are not ridden. The

pasture should be dry, and should have but little grass :

there they will stretch their limbs, and cool their

bodies, and will take as much exercise as is necessary

for them. I have remarked, that, thus treated, they

catch fewer colds, have the use of their limbs more

freely, and are less liable to lameness, than other

horses. Another advantage attends this method,

which, in the horses you ride yourself, you will allow

to be very material :—Your horse, when once he is in

order, will require less strong exercise than grooms

generally give their horses ; and his mouth, in all

probability, will not be the worse for it.

The Earl of Pembroke, in his Military Equitation,

is, I find, of the same opinion :—He tells us, " it is of

the greatest consequence for horses to be kept clean,

regularly fed, and as regularly exercised : but whoever

chooses to ride in the way of ease and pleasure, with-

out any fatigue on horseback ; or, in short, does not

like to carry his horse, instead of his horse's carrying

him—must not suffer his horse to be exercised by a

groom ; standing up on his stirrups, holding himself on

them out to grass is the best plan, and if they get a few old beans they

won't lose much muscle. Even if when they come up from grass their

legs are not so fine as those that have been standing in the stable, they

will be found to stand their work better than the others.]
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by means of the reins, and thereby hanging his whole

dead weight on the horse's mouth, to the entire de-

struction of all that is good, safe, or pleasant, about

the animal." And in another place he says :
" Horses

should be turned loose somewhere, or walked about

every day, when they do not work, particularly after

hard exercise : swelled legs, physic, &c, will be saved

by these means, and many distempers avoided." He
also observes, that " it is a matter of the greatest conse-

quence, though few attend to it, to feed horses accord-

ing to their work. When the work is hard, food should

be in plenty ; when it is otherwise, the food should be

diminished immediately—the hay particularly."

I have no doubt that the noble author is perfectly

right in these observations : I am also of opinion, that

a handful or two of clean wheaten straw, chopped

small, and mixed with their corn, would be of great

service to your horses, provided that you have interest

enough with your groom to prevail on him to give it

them.

Such of my horses as are physicked at grass, have

two doses given them when they are turned out, and

three more before they are taken up. Grass-physic is

of so mild a kind, that you will not find this quantity

too much ; nor have I ever known an accident happen

from it, although it has been given in very indifferent

weather. I should tell you, that my horses are always

taken in the first night after their physic, though the

printed directions, I believe, do not require it. Such

horses as are full of humours should be physicked at

house, since they may require stronger doses than
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grass-physic will admit of ; which I think more proper

to prevent humours than to remove them. The only

use I know in physicking a horse that does not appear

to want it, is to prevent, if possible, his requiring it at

a time when you cannot so well spare him ; I mean

the hunting season. Should an accident of this kind

happen, Stibium's balls, of which I send you the re-

ceipt, will be found of use :

—

Crocus metallorum,
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accident you should omit the carrots, I doubt whether

they would eat the corn readily without them.

I think you are perfectly in the right to mount

your people well :—there is no good economy in

giving them bad horses : they take no care of them,

but wear them out as soon as they can, that they may
have others.

The question that you ask me about shoeing, I am
unable to answer : yet I am of opinion, that horses

should be shod with more or less iron, according as

the country wherein they hunt requires ; but in this a

good farrier will best direct you. Nothing, certainly,

is more necessary to a horse than to be well shod :

—

the shoe should be a proper one, and it should fit his

foot. Farriers are but too apt to make the foot fit the

shoe. 1 My groom carries a false shoe, which just

serves to save a horse's hoof, when he loses a shoe,

till it can be put on again. In some countries you see

them loaded with saws, hatchets, &c. I am glad that

1
I venture to give the following rules on shoeing, in a short and

decisive manner, as founded on the strictest anatomical and mechanical

principles laid down by the best masters :—The shoe should be flat, and

not turned up at the heel, or reach beyond that or the toe ; but the middle

part should extend rather beyond the outward edge of the hoof, that the

hoof may not be contracted ; the outward part of which may be pared, to

bring it down to an even surface, to fit it for the fixing on of the shoe. If

the foot be too long, the toe may be pared, or rasped down ; which, in

many cases, may even be necessary to preserve the proper shape of the

hoof, and bring the foot to a stroke and bearing the most natural and

advantageous. Neither the horny sole, or frog (meant by Nature for the

guard of the foot and safety of the horse), are upon any account to be

pared, or cut away. The small, loose, ragged parts that at times appear,

should be cut off with a pen-knife ; but that destructive instrument called

the outten's, which, in the hands of stubborn ignorance, has done more
injury to the feet of horses than all the chases of the world, should be

banished for ever.
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the country in which I hunt does not require them.

In the book that I have just quoted, you will find the

shoeing of horses treated of very much at large. I

beg leave, therefore, if you want further information

on that head, to refer you to it.

Having declared my disapprobation of summer

hunting, on account of the horses, I must add, that I

am not less an enemy to it on account of the hounds

also : they, I think, should have some time allowed

them to recover the strains and bruises of many a

painful chase ; and their diet, in which the adding to

their strength has been, perhaps, too much considered,

should now be altered. No more flesh should they

now eat ; but in its stead should have their bodies

cooled with whey, greens, and thin meat. Without

this precaution, the mange most probably would be

the immediate consequence of hot weather
;
perhaps

madness—Direful malady !

As a country life has been recommended in all

ages (not less for the contentment of the mind than

the health of the body), it is no wonder that hunting

should be considered by so many as a necessary part

of it, since nothing conduces more to both. A great

genius has told us, that it is

Better to hunt in fields for health unbought,

Than fee the doctor for a nauseous draught.

With regard to its peaceful state, according to a

modern poet,

No fierce unruly senate threatens here, "1

No axe or scaffold to the view appear, -

No envy, disappointment, and despair. J
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And, for the contentment which is supposed to accom-

pany a country life, we have not only the best authority

of our own time to support it, but even that of the best

poets of the Augustan age. Virgil surely felt what he

wrote, when he said, " O fortunatos nimitmi, sua si

dona, nori?it, agricolas !" and Horace's famous ode,

" Beatus Me qui procul negotiis" seems not less to

come from the heart of a man who is generally

allowed to have had a perfect knowledge of man-

kind ; and this, even at the time when he was the

favourite of the greatest emperor, and in the midst

of all the magnificence of the greatest city, in the

world.

The elegant Pliny also, in his Epistle to Minutius

Fitnda?ius, which is admirably translated by the Earl

of Orrery, whilst he arraigns the life that he leads at

Rome, speaks with a kind of rapture of a country life:

" Welcome," says he, " thou life of integrity and

virtue ! Welcome, sweet and innocent amusement

!

Thou art almost preferable to business and employ-

ment of every kind !
" And it was here, we are told,

that the great Bacon experienced his truest felicity.

With regard to the otium cum dignitate, so much re-

commended, no one, I believe, understands the true

meaning of it better, or practises it more successfully,

than you do.

A rural life, I think, is better suited to this kingdom

than to any other ; because the country in England

affords pleasures and amusements unknown in other

countries ; and because its rival, our English town

(or ton) life, perhaps is a less pleasant one than may
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be found elsewhere. If this, upon a nice investiga-

tion of the matter, should appear to be strictly true,

the conclusion that would necessarily result from it

might prove more than I mean it should ; therefore

we will drop the subject. Should you, however, differ

from me in opinion of your town-life, and disapprove

what I have said concerning it, you may excuse me, if

you please, as you would a lawyer who does the best

he can for the party for whom he is retained. I think

you will also excuse any expressions that I may have

used, which may not be current here; if you find, as I

verily believe you may, that I have not made use of a

French word, but when I could not have expressed

my meaning so well by an English one. It is only

an unnecessary and affected application of a foreign

language, that is deserving of censure.

To those who may think the danger which attends

upon hunting a great objection to the pursuit of it, I

must beg leave to observe, that the accidents which

are occasioned by it are very few. I will venture to

say, that more bad accidents happen to shooters in

one year, than to those who follow hounds in seven.

You will remind me, perhaps, of the death of T k,

and the fall of D 1 ; but do accidents never happen

on the road ? The most famous huntsman and boldest

rider of his time, after having hunted a pack of hounds

for several years, unhurt, lost his life at last by a fall

from his horse, as he was returning home. A surgeon

of my acquaintance has assured me, that, in thirty

years' practice in a sporting country, he had not once

an opportunity of setting a bone for a sportsman,
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though ten packs of hounds were kept in the neigh-

bourhood. This gentleman, surely, must have been

much out of luck, or hunting cannot be so dangerous

as it is thought : besides, they are all timid animals

that we pursue ; nor is there any danger in attacking

them : they are not like the furious beast of the

Gevatidan, which, as a French author informs us, an

army of twenty thousand French chasseurs went out

in vain to kill.

If my time in writing to you has not been so well

employed as it might have been, you at least will not

find that fault with it : nor shall I repent of having

employed it in this manner, unless it were more certain

than it is, that I should have employed it better. It is

true, these Letters are longer than I first intended

they should be : they would have been shorter, could

I have bestowed more time upon them. Some techni-

cal words have crept in imperceptibly, and with them,

some expressions better suited to the field than to the

closet : nor is it necessary, perhaps, that a sportsman,

when he is writing to a sportsman, should make excuses

for them. In some of my Letters you have found

great variety of matter : the variety of questions con-

tained in yours, made it sometimes unavoidable. I

know that there must be some tautology. It is scarcely

possible to remember all that has been said in former

Letters ; let that difficulty, if you please, excuse the

fault. I fear there may be some contradictions for the

same reason ; and there may be many exceptions. I

trust them all to your candour ; nor can they be in

better hands. I hope you will not find that I have at

T
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different times given different opinions ; but, should

that be the case, without doubt you will follow the

opinion which coincides most with your own. If on

any points I have differed from great authorities, I am

sorry for it. I have never hunted with those who are

looked up to as the great masters of this science ; and,

when I differ from them, it is without design. Other

methods, doubtless, there are, to make the keeping of

hounds much more expensive ; which, as I do not

practise myself, I shall not recommend to you :

—

treated after the manner here described, they will kill

foxes, and show you sport. I have answered all your

questions as concisely as I was able ; and it has been

my constant endeavour to say no more than I thought

the subject required. The time may come, when

more experienced sportsmen, and abler pens, may do

it greater justice : till then, accept the observations

that I have made : take them, read them, try them.

There was a time when I should readily have received

the information which they give, imperfect as it may

be ; for experience is ever a slow teacher, and I have

had no other. With regard to books, Somerville is

the only author whom I have found of any use on this

subject. You will admire the poet, and esteem the

man
;
yet I am not certain that you will be always

satisfied with the lessons of the huntsman. Proud of

the authority, I have quoted from him as often as it

would suit your purpose ; and for your sake have I

braved the evident disadvantage that attended it. I

wish this elegant poet had answered all your questions :

you then would have received but one letter from me,
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to refer you to him. That no other writer should

have followed his steps, may, I think, be thus ac-

counted for :—Those gentlemen who make a profession

of writing live chiefly in town, consequently cannot be

supposed to know much of hunting ; and those who do

know any thing of it, are either servants who cannot

write, or country gentlemen who will not give them-

selves the trouble. However, I have met with some

curious remarks, which I cannot help communicating

to you. One author tell us, that " coursing is more

agreeable than hunting, becmtse it is sooner over;"

"that a terrier is a mongrel greyhound;" and, "that

dogs have often coughsfrom eatingfish-bones"

Another (a French author) advises us to give a

horse, after hunting, "a soup made of bread and wine,

and an onion." I fear an English groom would eat

the onion and drink the wine.

The same author has also a very peculiar method

of catching rabbits, which you will please to take in

his own words : he calls it, Chasse du lapin a I'dcrevisse.

" Cctte chasse convient aux personnes qui ne veulent

employer nifurets ni amies a feu ; on tend des poches a

U7ie extrdmitd d'un terrier, et a rautre on glisse une

Screvisse ; cet a7iimal arrive peu-a-peu au fond de la

retrait du lapine, le pique, sy attache avec tant de force,

que le quadrupede est oblige' de fuir, emportant avec lui

son ennemi, et vient se faire prendre dans lefilet quon

ltd a tendu a fouvcrture du terrier. Cctte chasse

demande beaucoup de patience : les operations de Vecre-

visse sont lentes, mais aussi elles sont quelquefois vlus

sures que celles du furet"
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This gentleman's singular method of hunting rabbits

with a lobster, reminds me of a method that Harlequin1

has of killing hares (not less ingenious) with Spanish

snuff. Brighella tells him, that the hares eat up

all his master's green wheat, and that he knows not

how to kill them. " Nothing more easy," replies

Harlequin—" I will engage to kill them all with two-

pennyworth of snuff. They come in the night, you

say, to feed on the green wheat : strew a little snuff

over the field before they come : it will set them all a-

sneezing : nobody will be by to say God bless you

!

and, of course, they will all die."

I believe that, during our present correspondence, I

have twice quoted the Encyclopedic with some degree

of ridicule : I must, notwithstanding, beg leave to say,

in justice to myself, that I have great esteem for that

valuable work.

On opening a very large book, called the Gentle-

mans Recreation, I met with the following remarkable

passage :
" Many have written of this subject, as well

the ancients as moderns, yet but few of our country-

men to any purpose ; and had one all the authors on

this subject (as indeed on any other), there would be

more trouble to pass by than to retain ; most books

being fuller of words than matter, and of that which

is, for the most part, very erroneous." All who

have written on the subject of hunting, seem to

agree in this at least—to speak indifferently of one

another.

1 The Harlequin of the Italian theatre, whose tongue is at liberty, as

well as his heels.
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You have observed in one of your letters, that I

do not always follow my own rules ; and, as a proof of

it, you have remarked that many of my hounds are

oddly named. I cannot deny the charge. I leave a

great deal to my huntsman ; but if you aim at per-

fection, leave as little as you can help to yours. It

is easier, I believe, in every instance, to know what is

right, than it is to follow it ; but if the rules I have

given are good, what does it signify to you whether I

follow them or not ? A country fellow used to call

every directing post that he saw, a doctor. He
was asked, Why he called them so ? " Why,
master," said he, " I never see them but they put me
in mind of the parson of our parish, who constantly

points out a road to us which he does not follow

himself."

If I can add to the amusement of such as follow

this diverson, I shall not think my time has been ill

employed ; and, if the rules which are here given may
any way tend to preserve that friendly animal, the

hound, from one unnecessary lash, I shall not think

they have been written in vain. 1
It never was my

1 Strangely unfortunate should I think myself, if, while I profess to

be a friend to dogs, I should prove their bitterest enemy ; and if those

rules, which were intended to lessen, should increase their sufferings
;

convinced as I am by experience, that a regular system of education is the

surest means to render correction unnecessary. Hard is that heart (if any

such there be), which can ill-use a creature so affectionate and so good ;

who has renounced his native liberty to associate with man, to whose

service his whole life is dedicated ; who, sensible of every kindness, is

grateful for the smallest favour ; whilst the worst usage cannot estrange

his affection, in which he is, beyond all example, constant, faithful, and
disinterested ; who guards him by night and amuses him by day, and is,

perhaps, the only companion that will not forsake him in adversity.

T 2



278 THOUGHTS ON HUNTING

expectation to be able to send you a complete treatise :

Thoughts upon Hunting, in a series offamiliar Letters,

were all that I proposed to myself the pleasure of

sending. The trouble I have taken in writing them

entitles me to some indulgence ; nor need I, therefore,

whilst I endeavour to render them of use, stand in any

fear of criticism. Yet if any man, as idle as I have

already declared myself to be, should take the trouble

to criticise these Letters, tell him this :—An acquaint-

ance of mine, who had bestowed much time in im-

proving his place, whenever he heard it found fault

with, asked "Where the critic lived? Whether he

had any place of his own ? Whether he had at-

tempted any improvements ? and concluded with

promising a peep at it" The gentleman here alluded

to had less humility than your humble servant : take,

therefore, my sentiments in the following lines :

—

Si quid novisti rectius istis,

Candidus imperii; si non, his titere mecum.-—HOR.

Farewell.

The inclosed curious manuscript was called by its

author a hunting song ; it is worth your notice :

—

once more farewell.

Hark ! hark to the notes of the melodious French horn

How sweetly she calls you out in the morn

She tells you Jemme is mounted on Tartar his steed

And invites you all to the cover with speed

Of all pleasures or pastimes ever heard or seen

There's none in the world like to merry hunting.

Hark ! cover hark ! the hounds are all in

The fox they have found and to his kennel they fling
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He 's forced now thorow the woods for to fly

Tho' nothing can save him between the earth and the sky

Of all pleasures

Hark ! tally hark ! out of cover they all break

And tell you the fox they ever will seek

They surely will run him until that he did

Unless some kind earth save him in his way

Of all pleasures

The fox now panting sees he must die

The hounds with their ingoys resound to the sky

There 's Stately and Empress the earth scarce touch with the

feet

There 's Chasir and Trimmer all together as fleet

Of all pleasures

Triumph and Driver now push to head the whole pack

Whipster being stole his place for to take

I think such rascally treatment as these

Should be reproach'd by all those who seek for to please

Of all pleasures

Bold Reynard now finding his speed will not do

Betakes to the woods the hounds may not him pursue

But the hounds as at first to the cover they fly

And swear old Reynard in the field of honour shall die

Of all pleasures

There's Trimbush and Chirrup and others as good

Ralley Cleanly and Comfort drives on thorow the wood
Emperor and Conqueror will never him forsake

But drives on full speed thorow every breake

Of all pleasures

Old Reynard finding the cover can't save him

Lurkes on for the earth that us'd to preserve him

But Smiler he sees him and soon overtake

And poor Reynard his exit in the field of honour doth make
Of all pleasures

The hounds how eager to enjoy their reward

The huntsman as eager checks them with a word

He beheads old Reynard and takes off his brush

And to the hounds gives his karcass a toss

Of all pleasures
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The hounds now well pleased wallow on the ground

The huntsman as well pleased to see his company around

He buckles Reynard's head to his saddle with a strap

And with his ribbon tyes the brush to his cap

Of all pleasures

Our sport being ended and our horses full jaded

We return home well pleased with our sport quite amazed

Saying was there ever such hounds as these

Or ever such hunting on ... . weares

Of all pleasures or pastimes ever heard or seen

There 's none in the world like to merry hunting
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Educational

PRACTICAL PHYSICS. By H. STROUD, D. Sc, M.A., Pro-
fessor of Physics in the Durham College of Science, Newcastle-on-
Tyne. Fully illustrated. Crown 8vo. y. 6d.

[Handbooks of Technology.

GENERAL ELEMENTARY SCIENCE. By J. T. Dunn,
D. Sc, and V. A. Mundella. With many Illustrations. Crown Svo.

35. 6d. [Met/men's Science Primers.
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THE METRIC SYSTEM. By Leon Delbos. CrownZvo. 2J.

A theoretical and practical guide, for use in elementary schools and by the general
reader.

A SOUTH AFRICAN ARITHMETIC. By Henry Hill,
B.A., Assistant Master at Worcester School, Cape Colony. Crown
Svo. 35. 6d.

This book has been specially written for use in South African schools.

A KEY TO STEDMAN'S EASY LATIN EXERCISES. By
C. G. Botting, M.A. Crown Svo. y. net.

NEW TESTAMENT GREEK. A Course for Beginners. By
G. Rodwell, B.A. With a Preface by Walter Lock, D.D.,
Warden of Keble College. Fcap. Svo. %s. 6d.

EXAMINATION PAPERS IN ENGLISH HISTORY. By
J. Tait Wardlaw, B.A., King's College, Cambridge. Crown
Svo. 2s. 6d. [School Examination Series.

A GREEK ANTHOLOGY. Selected by E. C. Marchant,
M.A. , Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge, and Assistant Master at

St. Paul's School. Crown Svo. $s. 6d.

CICERO DE OFFICIIS. Translated by G. B. Gardiner,
M.A. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. [Classical Translations.

Zbc IWovels of Cbarlcs Dickens

Crown Svo. Each Volume, cloth %s. net, leather 4s. net.

Messrs. Methuen have in preparation an edition of those novels of Charles

Dickens which have now passed out of copyright. Mr. George Gissing,

whose critical study of Dickens is both sympathetic and acute, has written

an Introduction to each of the books, and a very attractive feature of this

edition will be the illustrations of the old houses, inns, and buildings, which
Dickens described, and which have now in many instances disappeared
under the touch of modern civilisation. Another valuable feature will be

a series of topographical and general notes to each book by Mr. F. G. Kitton.

The books will be produced with the greatest care as to printing, paper
and binding.

The first volumes will be :

THE PICKWICK PAPERS. With Illustrations by E. H. New.
Two Volumes.

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. With Illustrations by R. J. Williams.
Two Volumes.

BLEAK HOUSE. With Illustrations by Beatrice Alcock. Two
Volumes.

OLIVER TWIST. With Illustrations by E. H. New. Two Volume*.

A 2
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Zbc Xittle Xibrarg

Pott 8vo. Each Volume, cloth is. 6d. net. ; leather is. 6d. net.

Messrs. Methuen intend to produce a series of small books under the

above title, containing some of the famous books in English and other

literatures, in the domains of fiction, poetry, and belles lettres. The series

will also contain several volumes of selections in prose and verse.

The books will be edited with the most sympathetic and scholarly care.

Each one will contain an Introduction which will give (i) a short biography
of the author, (2) a critical estimate of the book. Where they are neces-

sary, short notes will be added at the foot of the page.

The Little Library will ultimately contain complete sets of the novels

of W. M. Thackeray, Jane Austen, the sisters Bronte, Mrs. Gaskell and
others. It will also contain the best work of many other novelists whose
names are household words.
Each book will have a portrait or frontispiece in photogravure, and the

volumes will be produced with great care in a style uniform with that of
' The Library of Devotion.'

The first volumes will be :

A LITTLE BOOK OF ENGLISH LYRICS. With Notes.

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. By Jane Austen. With an
Introduction and Notes by E. V. Lucas. Two Volumes.

VANITY FAIR. By W. M. Thackeray. With an Introduction
by S. Gwynn. Three Volumes.

PENDENNIS. By W. M. Thackeray. With an Introduction
by S. Gwynn. Three volumes.

EOTHEN. By A. W. Kinglake. With an Introduction and
Notes.

CRANFORD. By Mrs. Gaskell. With an Introduction and
Notes by E. V. Lucas.

THE INFERNO OF DANTE. Translated by H. F. Cary.
With an Introduction and Notes by Paget Toynbee.

JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN. By Mrs. Craik. With
an Introduction by Annie Matheson. Two volumes.

THE EARLY POEMS OF ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON.
Edited by J. C. Collins, M.A.

THE PRINCESS. By Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Edited by
Elizabeth Wordsworth.
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MAUD, AND OTHER POEMS. By Alfred, Lord Tenny-
son. Edited by Elizabeth Wordsworth.

IN MEMORIAM. By Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Edited by
II. C. Beeching, M.A.

A LITTLE BOOK OF SCOTTISH LYRICS. Arranged and
Edited by T. F. Henderson.

Fiction

THE KING'S MIRROR. By Anthony Hope. CrownZvo. 6s.

THE CROWN OF LIFE. By George Gissing, Author of
' Demos,' ' The Town Traveller,' etc. Crown Svo. 6s.

A NEW VOLUME OF WAR STORIES. By Stephen
Crane, Author of ' The Red Badge of Courage.' Crown Svo. 6s.

THE STRONG ARM. By Robert Barr. Crown Svo. 6s.

TO LONDON TOWN. By Arthur Morrison, Author of
' Tales of Mean Streets,' ' A Child of the Jago,' etc. Crown Svo. 6s.

ONE HOUR AND THE NEXT. By The Duchess of
Sutherland. Crown Svo. 6s.

SIREN CITY. By Benjamin Swift, Author of ' Nancy Noon.'
Crown Svo. 6s.

VENGEANCE IS MINE. By Andrew Balfour, Author of
'By Stroke of Sword.' Illustrated. Crown Svo. 6s.

PRINCE RUPERT THE BUCCANEER. By C. J. CUTCLIFFE
I Iyne, Author of 'Captain Kettle,' etc. Crown Svo. 6s.

PABO THE PRIEST. By S. Baring Gould, Author of
' Mehalah,' etc. Illustrated. Crown Svo. 6s.

GILES INGILBY. By W. E. Norris. Illustrated. CrownZvo.
6s.

THE PATH OF A STAR. By Sara Jeanette Duncan,
Author of ' A Voyage of Consolation.' Illustrated. Crown Svo. 6s.

THE HUMAN BOY. By EDEN PHILPOTTS, Author of 'Chil-
dren of the Mist.' With a Frontispiece. Crown Svo. 6s.

A series of English schoolboy stories, the result of keen observation, and of a most
engaging wit.

THE HUMAN INTEREST. By Violet Hunt, Author of
' A Hard Woman,' etc. Crown Svo. 6s.
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AN ENGLISHMAN. By Mary L. Pendered. Crown %vo.
6s.

A GENTLEMAN PLAYER. By R. N. Stephens, Author of
'An Enemy to the King.' Crown Svo. 6s.

DANIEL WHYTE. By A. J. Dawson, Author of 'Bismillah.'
Crown Svo. 6s.

21 View Bottton of tbe IRovels of /Iftarie Corelli

This New Edition is in a more convenient form than the Library Edition, and
is issued in a new and specially designed cover.

In Crown Svo, Cloth, 6s. Leather, 6s. net.

A ROMANCE OF TWO WORLDS.
VENDETTA.
THELMA.
ARDATH : THE STORY OF A
DEAD SELF.

THE SOUL OF LILITH.
WORMWOOD.
BARABBAS : A DREAM OF THE
WORLD'S TRAGEDY.

THE SORROWS OF SATAN.

Ubc IRovelist

Messrs. Methuen are making an interesting experiment which con-

stitutes a fresh departure in publishing. They are issuing under the above
general title a Monthly Series of New Fiction by popular authors at

the price of Sixpence. Each Number is as long as the average
Six Shilling Novel. The first numbers of ' The Novelist ' are as

follows :

—

I. DEAD MEN TELL NO TALES.

II. JENNIE BAXTER, JOURNALIST.

III. THE INCA'S TREASURE.

IV. A SON OF THE STATE.

V. FURZE BLOOM.

VI.

VII.

VIII. A NEW NOVEL.

E. W. HORNUNG.
[Ready.

Robert Barr.
[Ready.

Ernest Glanville.
[Ready.

W. Pett Ridge.
[Ready.

S. Baring Gould.
[September.

[October.

[November.

Mrs. Meade.
[December.



A CATALOGUE OF

Messrs. Methuen's
PUBLICATIONS

Poetry

Rudyard Kipling. BARRACK-ROOM
BALLADS. By Rudyard K.1PLING.

58/A Thousand. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Mr. Kipling's verse is strong, vivid, full

of character. . . . Unmistakeable genius

rings in every line.'

—

Times.

'The ballads teem with imagination, they
palpitate with emotion. We read them
with laughter and tears ; the metres throb

in our pulses, the cunningly ordered

words tingle with life ; and if this be not

poetry, what is ? '—Pall Mall Gazette.

Rudyard Kipling. THE SEVEN
SEAS. By Rudyard Kipling.
47/A Thousand. Cr. 8vo. Buckram,
gilt top. 6s.

' The new poems of Mr. Rudyard Kipling

have all the spirit and swing of their pre-

decessors. Patriotism is the solid concrete

foundation on which Mr. Kipling has
built the whole of his work.'

—

Times.
1 The Empire has found a singer ; it is no

depreciation of the songs to say that

statesmen may have, one way or other,

to take account of them.'—Manchester
Guardian.

' Animated through and through with in-

dubitable genius.'

—

Daily Telegraph.

"Q." POEMS AND BALLADS. By
"Q." Crown 8vo. 35. 6d.

' This work has just the faint, ineffable touch
and glow that make poetry.'

—

Speaker.

"Q." GREEN BAYS: Verses and
Parodies. By"Q." Second Edition.

Crown 8vo. 2s - &d.

E. Mackay. A SONG OF THE SEA.
By Eric Mackay. Second Edition.

Fcap. 8vo. $s.

' Everywhere Mr. Mackay displays himself

the master of a style marked by all the

characteristics of the best rhetoric'

—

Globe.

H. Ibsen. BRAND. A Drama by
Henrik Ibsen. Translated by
William Wilson. Third Edition.

Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

' The greatest world-poem of the nineteenth

century next to ''Faust." It is in the

same set with "Agamemnon," with
" Lear," with the literature that we now
instinctively regard as high and holy.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

"A. G." VERSES TO ORDER. By
"A. G." Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. net.

' A capital specimen of light academic
poetry. '

—

St. James's Gazette.

James Williams. VENTURES IN
VERSE. By James Williams,
Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford.

Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d.

' In matter and manner the book is admir-

able.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

J. G. Cordery. THE ODYSSEY OF
HOMER. A Translation by J. G.

Cordery. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

'A spirited, accurate, and scholarly piece

of work.'

—

Glasgow Herald.
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Belles Lettres, Anthologies, etc.

R. L. Stevenson. VAILIMA LET-
TERS. By Robert Louis Steven-
son. With an Etched Portrait by
William Strang. Second Edition.
Crown 8vo. Buckram. 6s.

'A fascinating book.' —Standard.
' Full of charm and brightness.'

—

Spectator.
'A gift almost priceless.'

—

Speaker.
' Unique in Literature.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

G.Wyndham. THE POEMS OF WIL-
LIAM SHAKESPEARE. Edited
with an Introduction and Notes by
George Wyndham, M.P. Demy
8vo. Btickram, gilt top. ios. 6d.

This edition contains the' Venus,' 'Lucrece,'
and Sonnets, and is prefaced with an
elaborate introduction of over 140 pp.

' One of the most serious contributions to
Shakespearian criticism that have been
published for some time.'— Times.

' We have no hesitation in describing Mr.
George Wyndham's introduction as a
masterly piece of criticism, and all who
love our Elizabethan literature will find a
very garden of delight in it. '—Spectator.

' Mr. Wyndham's notes are admirable, even
indispensable. '— Westminster Gazette.

W. E. Henley. ENGLISH LYRICS.
Selected and Edited by W. E.
Henley. Crown 8w. Buckram,
gilt top. 6s.

' It is a body of choice and lovely poetry.'

—

Birmingham Gazette.

Henley and Whibley. A BOOK OF
ENGLISH PROSE. Collected by
W. E. Henley and Charles
Whibley. Croiun 8vo. Buckram,
gilt top. 6s.

' Quite delightful. A greater treat for those
not well acquainted with pre-Restora-
tion prose could not be imagined.'

—

A thencetim.

H. C. Beeching. LYRA SACRA : An
Anthology of Sacred Verse. Edited
by H. C. Beeching, M.A. Crown
8w. Buckram. 6s.

'A charming selection, which maintains a
lofty standard of excellence.'

—

Times.

"Q." THE GOLDEN POMP. A Pro-

cession of English Lyrics. Arranged
by A. T. Quiller Couch. Crown
8vo. Buckram. 6s.

' A delightful volume : a really golden
" Pomp." '

—

Spectator.

W. B. Yeats. AN ANTHOLOGY OF
IRISH VERSE. Edited by W. B.

Yeats. Crown 8vo. y. 6d.
' An attractive and catholic selection. —

Times.

G. W. Steevens. MONOLOGUES OF
THE DEAD. By G. W. Steevens.
Foolscap 8vo. 35. 6d.

' The effect is sometimes splendid, some-
times bizarre, but always amazingly
clever.'—Pall Mall Gazette.

W. M. Dixon. A PRIMER OF
TENNYSON. By W. M. Dixon,
M.A. Cr. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

1 Much sound and well-expressed criticism.

The bibliography is a boon.'

—

Speaker.

W. A. Craigie. A PRIMER OF
BURNS. By W. A. CRAIGIE.
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

' A valuable addition to the literature of the
poet.'

—

Times.

L. Magnus. A PRIMER OF WORDS-
WORTH. By Laurie Magnus.
Croivn 8vo. 2s. 6d.

' A valuable contribution to Wordsworthian
literature.'

—

Literature.

Sterne. THE LIFEAND OPINIONS
OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. By
Lawrence Sterne. With an In-

troduction by Charles Whibley,
and a Portrait. 2 vols. ys.

' Very dainty volumes are these : the paper,
type, and light-green binding are all very
agreeable to the eye.'

—

Globe.

Congreve. THE COMEDIES OF
WILLIAM CONGREVE. With an
Introduction by G. S. Street, and
a Portrait. 2 vols. ys.

Morier. THE ADVENTURES OF
HAJJI BABA OF ISPAHAN. By
James Morier. With an Introduc-
tion by E. G. Browne, M.A. and a
Portrait. 2 vols. -js.
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Walton. THE LIVES OF DONNE,
WOTTON, HOOKER, HERBERT
and SANDERSON. By Izaak
Walton. With an Introduction by
Vernon Blackburn, and a Por-

trait. 3.?. 6d.

Johnson. THE LIVES OF THE
ENGLISH POETS. By Samuel
JOHNSON, LL.D. With an Intro-

duction by J. H. Millar, and a Por-

trait. 3 vols. xos. 6d.

Bums. THE POEMS OF ROBERT
BURNS. Edited by Andrew Lang
and W. A. Craigie. With Portrait.

Second Edition. Demy 8vo, gilt top.

6s.

This edition contains a carefully collated

Text, numerous Notes, critical and text-

ual, a critical and biographical Introduc-
tion, and a Glossary.

'Among editions in one volume, this will

take the place of authority.'

—

Times.

F. Langbridge. BALLADS OF THE
BRAVE ; Poems of Chivalry, Enter-
prise, Courage, and Constancy.
Edited by Rev. F. Langbridge.
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 3^. 6d.

School Edition. 2s. 6d.

' A very happy conception happily carried

out. These "Ballads of the Brave"
are intended to suit the real tastes of
boys, and will suit the taste of the great
majority.' —Spectator.

' The book is full of splendid things.'

—

World.

Illustrated Books
John Bunyan. THE PILGRIM'S
PROGRESS. By John Bunyan.
Edited, with an Introduction, by C. H.
Firth, M.A. With 39 Illustrations

by R. Anning Bell. Crown 8vo. 6s.

This book contains a long Introduction by
Mr. Firth, whose knowledge of the period

is unrivalled; and it is lavishly illustrated.

' The best
'

' Pilgrim's Progress.
"

'

—

Educational Times.

F. D. Bedford. NURSERY RHYMES.
With many Coloured Pictures by F.

D. Bedford. Super Royal 8vo. $s.

' An excellent selection of the best known
rhymes, with beautifully coloured pic-

tures exquisitely printed.'

—

Pall Mall
Gazette.

S. Baring Gould. A BOOK OF
FAIRY TALES retold byS. Baring
Gould. With numerous Illustra-

tions and Initial Letters by Arthur
J. Gaskin. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo.

Buckram. 6s.

' Mr. Baring Gould is deserving of grati-

tude, in re-writing in simple style the

old stories that delighted our fathers and
grandfathers.'

—

Saturday Review.

S. Baring Gould. OLD ENGLISH
FAIRY TALES. Collected and
edited by S. Baring Gould. With
Numerous Illustrations by F. D.
Bedford. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo.

Buckram. 6s.

'A charming volume.'

—

Guardian.

S. Baring Gould. A BOOK OF
NURSERY SONGS AND
RHYMES. Edited by S. Baring
Gould, and Illustrated by the Bir-

mingham Art School. Buckram, gilt

top. Crown 8vo. 6s.

H. C. Beeching. A BOOK OF
CHRISTMAS VERSE. Edited by
H. C. Beeching, M.A., and Illus-

trated by Walter Crane. Cr. 8vo,

gilt top. 2s - 6d-

An anthology which, from its unity of aim
and high poetic excellence, has a better

right to exist than most of its fellows.'

—

Guardian,

History
Gibbon. THE DECLINE AND
FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.
By Edward Gibbon. A New Edi-
tion, Edited with Notes, Appendices,

and Maps, by J. B. Bury, LL.D.,
Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin.

In Seven Volumes. Demy 8vo. Gilt

top. 8s. 6d. each. Also Cr. 8vo. 6s.
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each. Vols. I., II., III., IV., V., and
VI.

'The time has certainly arrived for anew
edition of Gibbon's great work. . . . Pro-
fessor Bury is the right man to under-
take this task. His learning is amazing,
both in extent and accuracy. The book
is issued in a handy form, and at a
moderate price, and it is admirably
printed. '— Times.

' The standard edition ofour great historical

classic'

—

Glasgow Herald.
' At last there is an adequate modern edition

of Gibbon. . . . The best edition the

nineteenth century could produce.'

—

Manchester Guardian.

Flinders Petrie. A HISTORY OF
EGYPT.from the Earliest Times
to the Present Day. Edited by
W. M. Flinders Petrie, D.C.L.,
LL.D. , Professor of Egyptology at

University College. Fully Illustrated.

In Six Volumes. Cr. 8vo. 6s. each.

Vol. I. Prehistoric Times to
XVIth Dynasty. W. M. F.

Petrie. Fourth Edition.

Vol. II. The XVIIth and
XVIIIth Dynasties. W. M.
F. Petrie. Third Edition.

Vol. IV. The Egypt of the
Ptolemies. J. P. Mahaffy.

Vol. V. Roman Egypt. J. G.
Milne.

1 A history written in the spirit of scientific

precision so worthily represented by Dr.
Petrie and his school cannot but pro-

mote sound and accurate study, and
supply a vacant place in the English
literature of Egyptology.'

—

Times.

Flinders Petrie. RELIGION AND
CONSCIENCE IN ANCIENT
EGYPT. By W. M. Flinders
Petrie, D.C.L., LL.D. Fully Illus-

trated. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

'The lectures will afford a fund of valuable
information for students of ancient
ethics.'

—

Manchester Guardian.

Flinders Petrie. SYRIA AND
EGYPT, FROM THE TELL EL
AMARNA TABLETS. By W. M.
Flinders Petrie, D.C.L., LL.D.
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

' A marvellous record. The addition made
to our knowledge is nothing short of
amazing.'

—

Times.

Flinders Petrie. EGYPTIAN TALES.
Edited byW. M. Flinders Petrie.
Illustrated by Tristram Ellis. In
Two Volumes. Cr. 8vo. 2s - &d- ^^ch.

' Invaluable as a picture of life in Palestine
and Egypt.'

—

Daily News.

Flinders Petrie. EGYPTIAN DECO-
RATIVE ART. By W. M. Flin-
ders Petrie. With 120 Illustrations.

Cr. 8vo. y- 6d-
' In these lectures he displays rare skill in

elucidating the development of decora-
tive art in Egypt.'

—

Times.

C. W. Oman. A HISTORY OF THE
ART OF WAR. Vol. 11. : The
Middle Ages, from the Fourth to the
Fourteenth Century. By C. W.
Oman, M.A., Fellow of All Souls',

Oxford. Illustrated. Demy 8vo. 21s.
' The book is based throughout upon a

thorough study of the original sources,
and will be an indispensable aid to all

students of mediaeval history.'

—

Athe-
naum.

' The whole art of war in its historic evolu-
tion has never been treated on such an
ample and comprehensive scale, and we
question if any recent contribution to

the exact history of the world has pos-
sessed more enduring value.'—Daily
Chronicle.

S. Baring- Gould. THE TRAGEDY
OF THE CVESARS. With nume-
rous Illustrations from Busts, Gems,
Cameos, etc. By S. Baring Gould.
Fourth Edition. Royal 8vo. 151.

'A most splendid and fascinating book on a
subject of undying interest. The great
feature of the book is the use the author
has made of the existing portraits of
the Caesars and the admirable critical

subtlety he has exhibited in dealing with
this line of research. It is brilliantly

written, and the illustrations are sup-
plied on a scale of profuse magnificence.

'

—Daily Chronicle.

F. W. Maitland. CANON LAW IN
ENGLAND. By F. W. Maitland,
LL.D., Downing Professor of the
Laws of England in the University
of Cambridge. Royal 8vo. 7s. 6d.

' Professor Maitland has put students of
English law under a fresh debt. These
essays are landmarks in the study of the
history of Canon Law.'

—

Times.
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H. de B. Gibbins. INDUSTRY IN
ENGLAND : HISTORICAL OUT-
LINES. By H. de B. Gibbins,
Litt.D., M.A. With 5 Maps. Se-

cond Edition. Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.

H. E. Egerton. A HISTORY OF
BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY.
By H. E. Egerton, M.A. Demy
8vo. 12s. 6d.

It is a good book, distinguished by accu-
racy in detail, clear arrangement of facts,

and a broad grasp of principles.'—
Manchester Guardian.

' Able, impartial, clear. ... A most valu-

able volume.'

—

Athenerum.

Albert Sorel. THE EASTERN
QUESTION IN THE EIGH-
TEENTH CENTURY. By Albert
Sorel, of the French Academy.
Translated by F. C. Bramwell,
M.A. With a Map. Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

C. H. Grinling'. A HISTORY OF
THE GREAT NORTHERN RAIL-
WAY, 1845-95. By Charles H.
Grinling. With Maps and Illus-

trations. Demy 8vo. \os. 6d.

' Mr. Grinling has done for a Railway what
Macaulay did for English History.'

—

The Engineer.

W. Sterry. ANNALS OF ETON
COLLEGE. By W. Sterry, M.A.
With numerous Illustrations. Demy
8vo. 7.?. 6d.

' A treasury of quaint and interesting read-

ing. Mr. Sterry has by his skill and
vivacity given these records new life.'—
Academy.

Fisher. ANNALS OF SHREWS-
BURY SCHOOL. By G. W.
Fisher, M.A. , late Assistant Master.

With numerous Illustrations. Demy
8-jo. ior. 6c/.

'This careful, erudite book.'

—

Daily
Chronicle.

' A book of which Old Salopians are sure
to be proud.'

—

Globe.

J. Sargeaunt. ANNALS OF WEST-
w MINSTER SCHOOL. By J. Sar-
•geaunt, M.A. , Assistant Master.

With numerous Illustrations. Demy
8vo. ys. 6d.

A. Clark. THE COLLEGES OF
OXFORD : Their History and their

Traditions. By Members of the
University. Edited by A. Clark,
M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Lincoln
College. 8vo. 1.2s. 6d.

' A work which will be appealed to for

many years as the standard book.'

—

Athenaum.

J. Wells. A SHORT HISTORY OF
ROME. By J. Wells, M.A.,
Fellow and Tutor of Wadham Coll.

,

Oxford. Second and RevisedEdition.
With 3 Maps. Croum 8vo. 3s. 6d.

This book is intended for the Middle and
Upper Forms of Public Schools and for

Pass Students at the Universities. It

contains copious Tables, etc.
' An original work written on an original

plan, and with uncommon freshness and
vigour. '

—

Speaker.

0. Browning. A SHORT HISTORY
OF MEDIAEVAL ITALY, A.D.

1250-1530. By Oscar Browning,
Fellow and Tutor of King's College,

Cambridge. In Two Volumes. Cr.

8vo. $s. each.

Vol. 1. 1250-1409.—Guelphs and
Ghibellines.

Vol. 11. 1409-1530.—The Age of

the Condottieri.

O'Grady. THE STORY OF IRE-
LAND. By Standish O'Grady,
Author of ' Finn and his Companions.
Crown 8vo. zs. 6d.

Byzantine Texts
Edited by J. B. Bury, M.A.

EVAGRIUS. Edited by Professor THE HISTORY
Lf.<>\- Pakmentier of Liege and M.

j

By C. Sathas.
Bidez of Gand. Demy 8vo. \os. 6d. ' net.

OF PSELLUS.
Demy 8vo. 155.

A3
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Biography

S. Baring Gould. THE LIFE OF
NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. By
S. Baring Gould. With over 450
Illustrations in the Text and 12
Photogravure Plates. Large quarto.

Gilt top. 36^.

'The best biography of Napoleon in our
tongue, nor have the French as good a
biographer of their hero. A book very
nearly as good as Southey's "Life of
Nelson." '

—

Manchester Guardian.
'The main feature of this gorgeous volume

is its great wealth of beautiful photo-
gravures and finely- executed wood
engravings, constituting a complete
pictorial chronicle of Napoleon I.'s

personal history from the days of his

early childhood at Ajaccio to the date
of his second interment.'

—

Daily Tele-
graph.

P. H. Colomb. MEMOIRS OF AD-
MIRAL SIR A. COOPER KEY.
By Admiral P. H. Colomb. With
a Portrait. Demy 8vo. 16s.

' An interesting and adequate biography.
The whole book is one of the greatest
interest.'

—

Times.

Morris Fuller. THE LIFE AND
WRITINGS OF JOHN DAVEN-
ANT, D.D. (1571-1641), Bishop of
Salisbury. By Morris Fuller,
B. D. Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.

J. M. Rigg. ST. ANSELM OF
CANTERBURY: A Chapter in
the History of Religion. By
J. M. RiGG. Demy 8vo. 7s. 6d.

F. W. Joyce. THE LIFE OF
SIR FREDERICK GORE OUSE-
LEY. By F. W. Joyce, M.A. 7s. 6d.

' This book has been undertaken in quite

the right spirit, and written with sym-
pathy, insight, and considerable literary

skill.'

—

Times.

W. G. Collingwood. THE LIFE OF
JOHN RUSK1N. By W. G.
Collingwood, M.A. With Por-
traits, and 13 Drawings by Mr.
Ruskin. Second Edition. 2 vols.

8vo. 32s.

' No more magnificent volumes have been
published for a long time.'— Times.

' It is long since we had a biography with
such delights of substance and of form.
Such a book is a pleasure for the day,
and a joy for ever.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

C. Waldstein. JOHN RUSKIN, By
Charles Waldstein, M.A. With
a Photogravure Portrait, Post 8vo.

5s -

' A thoughtful and well-written criticism of
Ruskin's teaching.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

A. M. F. Darmesteter, THE LIFE
OF ERNEST RENAN. By
Madame Darmesteter. With
Portrait. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo.

6s.

' A polished gem of biography, superior in

its kind to any attempt that has been
made of recent years in England,
Madame Darmesteter has indeed written
for English readers " The Life of Ernest
Renan. "

'

—

A thenceum.

W. H. Hutton. THE LIFE OF SIR
THOMAS MORE. By W. H.
Hutton, M.A. With Portraits.

Cr. 8vo. 5-r.

' The book lays good claim to high rank
among our biographies. It is excellently
even lovingly, written.'

—

Scotsman.

Travel, Adventure and Topography
Sven Hedin. THROUGH ASIA. By
Sven Hedin, Gold Medallist of the
Royal Geographical Society. With
300 Illustrations from Sketches
and Photographs by the Author,

and Maps. 2 vols. Royal 8vo. 10s. ?iet.

' One of the greatest books of the kind
issued during the century. It is im-
possible to give an adequate idea of the
richness of the contents of this book,
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nor of its abounding attractions as a story

of travel unsurpassed in geographical
and human interest. Much of it is a
revelation. Altogether the work is one
which in solidity, novelty, and interest

must take a first rank among publica-

tions of its class. '— Times.
' In these magnificent volumes we have the

most important contribution to Central
Asian geography made for many years.
Intensely interesting as a tale of travel.'—Spectator.

F. H. Skrine and E. D. Ross. THE
HEART OF ASIA. By F. H.
Skrine and E. D. Ross. With
Maps and many Illustrations by
Verestchagin. Large Crown 8vo.

105. 6d. net.
' This volume will form a landmark in our

knowledge of Central Asia. . . . Illumin-
ating and convincing. For the first

time we are enabled clearly to under-
stand not only how Russia has estab-
lished her rule in Central Asia, but
what that rule actually means to the
Central Asian peoples. This book is

not only felix opportunitate, but of
enduring value.'

—

Times.

R. E. Peary. NORTHWARD OVER
THE GREAT ICE. By R.E. Peary,
Gold Medallist of the Royal Geogra-
phical Society. With over 800 Illus-

trations. 2vols. Royal 8vo. 325. net.

'The book is full of interesting matter—

a

tale of brave deeds simply told ; abun-
dantly illustrated with prints and maps.'—Standard.

' His book will take its place among the per-

manent literature of Arctic exploration.'— Times.

G. S. Robertson. CHITRAL: The
Story of a Minor Siege. By Sir

G. S. Robertson, K. C.S.I. With
numerousIllustrations.Mapand Plans.
Second Edition. Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.

1

It is difficult to imagine the kind of person
whocould read thisbrilliant book without
emotion. The story remains immortal

—

a testimony imperishable. We are face
to face with a great book.'—Illustraled
London News.

'A book which the Elizabethans would have
thought wonderful. More thrilling, more
piquant, and more human than any
novel.'

—

Newcastle Chronicle.
' One of the most stirring military narra-

tives written in our time.'

—

Times.
'As fascinating as Sir Walter Scott's best

fiction.'

—

Daily Telegraph.
' A noble story, nobly told.'

—

Punch.

H. H. Johnston. BRITISH CEN-
TRAL AFRICA. By Sir H. H.
Johnston, K.C.B. With nearly

Two Hundred Illustrations, and Six-

Maps. Second Edition. Crown 410.

18s. net.
' A fascinating book, written with equal

skill and charm—the work at once of a
literary artist and of a man of action

who is singularly wise, brave, and ex-

perienced. It abounds in admirable
sketches from pencil.' — Westminster
Gazette.

L. Decle. THREE YEARS IN
SAVAGE AFRICA. By Lionel
Decle. With 100 Illustrations and

S Maps. Second Edition. Demy 8vo.

1 05. 6d. net.

' A fine, full book.'—Pall Mall Gazette.
' Its bright pages give a better general

survey of Africa from the Cape to the

Equator than any single volume that
has yet been published.'

—

Times.

A. Hulme Beaman. TWENTY
YEARS IN THE NEAR EAST.
By A. Hulme Beaman. Demy
8vo. With Portrait, 10s. 6d.

' One of the most entertaining books that we
have had in our hands for a long time.

It is unconventional in a high degree; it

is written with sagacious humour ; it is

full ofadventures and anecdotes. '

—

Daily
Chronicle.

Henri of Orleans. FROM TONKIN
TO INDIA. By Prince Henri of
Orleans. Translated by Hamley
Bent, M.A. With 100 Illustrations

and a Map. Cr. 4to, gilt top. 25s.

R. S. S. Baden-Powell. THE DOWN-
FALL OF PREMPEH. A Diary
of Life in Ashanti, 1895. By Colonel
Baden- Powell. With 21 Illustra-

tions and a Map. Cheaper Edition.

Large Crown 8vo. 6s.

R. S. S. Baden-Powell. THE MATA-
BELE CAMPAIGN, 1896. By Col.

Baden-Powell. With nearly 100
Illustrations. CheaperEdition. Large
Crown 8vo. 6s.

S. L. Hinde. THE FALL OF THE
CONGO ARABS. By S. L. Hinde.
With Plans, etc. Dcmy8vo. 12s. 6d.

A. St. H. Gibbons. EXPLORATION
AND HUNTING IN CENTRAL
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AFRICA. By Major A. St. H.
Gibbons. With full-page Illustra-

tions by C. Whymper, and Maps.
Demy 8vo. i$s.

' His book is a grand record of quiet, un-
assuming, tactful resolution. His ad-
ventures were as various as his sporting
exploits were exciting.'

—

Times.

E, H. Aldersoil. WITH THE
MASHONALAND FIELD
FORCE, 1896. By Lieut. -Colonel
Alderson. With numerous Illus-

trations and Plans. Demy 8vo.

10s. 6d.

' A clear, vigorous, and soldier-like narra-
tive.'

—

Scotsman.

Fraser. ROUND THE WORLD
ON A WHEEL. By John Foster
Fraser. With 100 Illustrations.

Crown 8vo. 6s.

' A very entertaining book of travel.'

—

Spectator.
'The story is told with delightful gaiety,

humour, and crispness. There has rarely
appeared a more interesting tale of
modern travel.'—Scotsman.

' A classic of cycling, graphic and witty.'

—

Yorkshire Post.

Seymour Vandeleur. CAMPAIGN-
ING ON THE UPPER NILE
AND NIGER. By Lieut. Seymour
Vandeleur. With an Introduction
by Sir G. Goldie, K.C.M.G. With
4 Maps, Illustrations, and Plans.

Large Crmvn 8vo. \os. 6d.

' Upon the African question there is no
book procurable which contains so
much of value as this one.'

—

Guardian.

Lord Fincastle. A FRONTIER
CAMPAIGN. By Viscount Fin-
castle, V.C., and Lieut. P. C.
Elliott-Lockhart. With a Map
and 16 Illustrations. Second Edition.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

'An admirable book, and a really valuable
treatise on frontier war.'

—

Athcnceum.

E. N. Bennett. THE DOWNFALL
OF THE DERVISHES : A Sketch
of the Sudan Campaign of 1898. By

E. N. Bennett, Fellow of Hertford
College. With Four Maps and a
Photogravure Portrait of the Sirdar.

Third Edition . Crown 8vo. 3s 6d.

J. K. Trotter. THE NIGER
SOURCES. By Colonel J. K.
Trotter, R.A. With a Map and
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 55.

Michael Davitt. LIFE AND PRO-
GRESS IN AUSTRALASIA. By
Michael Davitt, M.P. 500 pp.
With 2 Maps. Crown 8vo. 6s.

W. Crooke. THE NORTH-
WESTERN PROVINCES OF
INDIA : Their Ethnology and
Administration. By W. Crooke.
With Maps and Illustrations. Demy
8vo. \os. 6d.

' A carefully and well-written account of one
of the most important provinces of the
Empire. Mr. Crooke deals with the land
in its physical aspect, the province under
Hindoo and Mussulman rule, under
British rule, its ethnology and sociology,
its religious and social life, the land and
its settlement, and the native peasant.'—Manchester Guardian.

A. Boisragon. THE BENIN MAS-
SACRE. By Captain Boisragon.
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

' If the story had been written four hundred
years ago it would be read to-day as an
English classic'

—

Scotsman.

H. S. Cowper. THE HILL OF THE
GRACES : or, the Great Stone
Temples of Tripoli. By H. S.

Cowper, F.S.A. With Maps, Plans,

and 75 Illustrations. Demy8vo. ios.6d.

W. Kinnaird Rose. WITH THE
GREEKS IN THESSALY. By
W. Kinnaird Rose, Reuter's Cor-
respondent. With Plans and 23
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 6s.

W. B. Worsfold. SOUTH AFRICA.
By W. B. Worsfold, M.A. With
a Map. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A monumental work compressed into a
very moderate compass.'

—

World.
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Naval and Military

G. W. Steevens. NAVAL POLICY :

By G. W. Steevens. Demy 8vo. 6s.

This book is a description of the British and
other more important navies of the world,
with a sketch of the lines on which our
naval policy might possibly be developed.

'An extremely able and interesting work.'—Daily Chronicle.

D. Hannay. A SHORT HISTORY
OF THE ROYAL NAVY, From
Early Times to the Present Day.
By David Hannay. Illustrated.

2 Vols. Demy 8vo. js. 6d. each.

Vol. I., 1200-1688.

' We read it from cover to cover at a sitting,

and those who go to it for a lively and
brisk picture of the past, with all its faults

and its grandeur, will not be disappointed.
The historian is endowed with literary

skill and style.'

—

Standard.

'We can warmly recommend Mr. Hannay 's

volume to any intelligent student of
naval history. Great as is the merit of

Mr. Hannay's historical narrative, the
merit of his strategic exposition is even
greater.'

—

Times.

C. Cooper King. THE STORY OF
THE BRITISH ARMY. By Colonel
Cooper King. Illustrated. Demy
8vo. ys. 6d.

'An authoritative and accurate story of
England's military progress.'

—

Daily
Mail.

R. Southey. ENGLISH SEAMEN
(Howard, Clifford, Hawkins, Drake,
Cavendish). By Robert Southey.
Edited, with an Introduction, by
David Hannay. Second Edition.

Crown 8vo. 6s.

'A brave, inspiriting book.'

—

Black and
White.

W. Clark Russell. THE LIFE OF
ADMIRAL LORD COLLING-
W'OOD. By W. Clark Russell.
With Illustrations by F. Brangwyn.
Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' A book which we should like to see in the

hands of every boy in the country.'

—

St. James's Gazette.
' A really good book.'

—

Saturday fieview.

E. L. S. Horsburgh. THE CAM-
PAIGN OF WATERLOO. By
E. L. S. Horsburgh, B.A. With
Plans. Crowti 8vo. y.

'A brilliant essay—simple, sound, and
thorough.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

H. B. George. BATTLES OF
ENGLISH HISTORY. By H. B.

George, M.A., Fellow of New
College, Oxford. With numerous
Plans. Third Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' Mr. George has undertaken a very useful

task—that of making military affairs in-

telligible and instructive to non-military

readers—and has executed it with a
large measure of success.'

—

Times.

General Literature

S. Baring Gould. OLD COUNTRY
LIFE. ByS. Baring Gould. With
Sixty-seven Illustrations. Large Cr.
8vo. Eifth Edition. 6s.

' " Old Country Life,"as healthy wholesome
reading, full of breezy life and move-
ment, full of quaint stories vigorously
told, will not be excelled by any book to
be published throughout the year.
Sound, hearty, and English to the core.'— World.

S. Baring Gould. AN OLD ENGLISH
HOME. By S. Baring Gould.
With numerous Plans and Illustra-

tions. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' The chapters are delightfully fresh, very

informing, and lightened by many a good
story. A delightful fireside companion.'
—St. James's Gazette.

S. Baring Gould. HISTORIC
ODDITIES AND STRANGE
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EVENTS. By S. Baring Gould.
Fourth Edition. Crowti 8vo. 6s.

S. Baring Gould. FREAKS OF
FANATICISM. By S. Baring
Gould. Third Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

S. Baring Gould. A GARLAND OF
COUNTRY SONG : English Folk
Songs with their Traditional Melodies.
Collected and arranged by S. Baring
Gould and H. F. Sheppard.
Demy $to. 6s.

S. Baring Gould. SONGS OF THE
WEST : Traditional Ballads and
Songs of the West of England, with
their Melodies. Collected by S.

Baring Gould, M.A. , and H. F.

Sheppard, M.A. In 4 Parts. Parts
I., II., III., 3*. each. Part IV., 5*.

In one Vol., French morocco, 151.

' A rich collection of humour, pathos, grace,
and poetic fancy.'

—

Saturday Review.

S. Baring Gould. YORKSHIRE
ODDITIES AND STRANGE
EVENTS. By S. Baring Gould.
Fourth Edition. Croivn 8vo. 6s.

S. Baring Gould. STRANGE SUR-
VIVALS AND SUPERSTITIONS.
By S. Baring Gould. Cr. 8vo.

Second Edition. 6s.

S. Baring Gould. THE DESERTS
OF SOUTHERN FRANCE. By
S. Baring Gould. 2 vols. Demy
8vo. 325.

Cotton Minchin. OLD HARROW
DAYS. By J. G. Cotton Minchin.
Cr. 8vo. Second Edition. $s.

1 This book is an admirable record.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

W. E. Gladstone. THE SPEECHES
OF THE RT. HON. W. E. GLAD-
STONE, M.P. Edited by A. W.
Hutton, M.A., and H.J. Cohen
M.A. With Portraits, Demy 8vo.

Vols. IX. and X., 12s. 6d. each.

E. V. Zenker. ANARCHISM. By
E. V. Zenker. Demy 8vo. js. 6d.

' Herr Zenker has succeeded in producing a
careful and critical history of the growth
of Anarchist theory.

H. G. Hutchinson. THE GOLFING
PILGRIM. By Horace G.
Hutchinson. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Full of useful information with plenty of
good stories.'

—

Truth.
'Without this book the golfer's library will

be incomplete.'

—

Pall Mall Gazette.
' It will charm all golfers.'

—

Times.

J. Wells. OXFORD AND OXFORD
LIFE. By Members of the Uni-
versity. Edited by J. Wells, M.A.,
Fellow and Tutor ofWadham College.

Third Edition. Cr. 8vo. 35. 6d.

' We congratulate Mr. Wells on the pro-
duction of a readable and intelligent

account of Oxford as it is at the present
time, written by persons who are pos-
sessed of a close acquaintance with the
system and life of the University.'

—

Athcn&um.

J. Wells. OXFORD AND ITS
COLLEGES. By J. Wells, M.A.,
Fellow and Tutor of Wadham
College. Illustrated by E. H. New.
Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 35.

Leather. 35 6d. net.

' An admirable and accurate little treatise,

attractively illustrated.'

—

World.
'Aluminous and tasteful little volume.'

—

Daily Chronicle.
' Exactly what the intelligent visitor

wants.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

A. H. Thompson. CAM BRIDGE AND
ITS COLLEGES. By A. Hamilton
Thompson. With Illustrations by
E. H. New. Pott 8vo. 3s. Leather.
2,s. 6d. net.

This book is uniform with Mr. Wells' very
successful book, 'Oxford and its Col-
leges.'

' It is brightly written and learned, and is

just such a book as a cultured visitor

needs.'

—

Scotsman.

C. G. Robertson. VOCES ACADE-
MICS. By C. Grant Robertson,
M.A, Fellow of All Souls', Oxford.
With a Frontispiece. Pott8vo. 3s. 6d.

' Decidedly clever and amusing.'

—

A thenceum.

Rosemary Cotes. DANTE'S GAR-
DEN. By Rosemary Cotes. With
a Frontispiece. Second Edition. Fcp.

8vo. 25. 6d. Leather, 35. 6d. net.

'A charming collection of legends of the

flowers mentioned by Dante.'

—

Academy.
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Clifford Harrison. READING AND
READERS. By Clifford Harri-
son. Fep. 8vo. 2.s. 6d.

1 We recommend schoolmasters to examine
its merits, for it is at school that readers
are made.'

—

Academy.
'An extremely sensible little book.'

—

Man-
chester Guardian.

L. Whibley. GREEK OLIGARCH-
IKS: THEIR ORGANISATION
AND CHARACTER. By L.
Whibley, M.A. , Fellow of Pem-
broke College, Cambridge. Crown
8vo. 6s.

' An exceedingly useful handbook : a careful

and well-arranged study.'

—

Times.

L. L. Price. ECONOMIC SCIENCE
AND PRACTICE. By L. L. Price, I

M.A., Fellow of Oriel College, Ox-
ford. Crown 8vo. 6s.

J. S. Shedlock. THE PIANOFORTE
SONATA : Its Origin and Develop-
ment. By J. S. Shedlock. Crown
8vo. $s.

' This work should be in the possession of
every musician and amateur. A concise
and lucid history and a very valuable
work for reference.'

—

Athena-um.

E. M. Bowden. THE EXAMPLE OF
BUDDHA: Being Quotations from
Buddhist Literature for each Day in

the Year. Compiled by E. M.
Bowden. Third Edition. i6mo.
2S. 6d.

Science and Technology

Freudenreich. DAIRY BACTERIO-
LOGY. A Short Manual for the Use
of Students. By Dr. Ed. von
Freudenreich, Translated by

J. R. Ainsvvorth Davis, M.A.
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Chalmers Mitchell OUTLINES OF
BIOLOGY. By P. Chalmers
Mitchell, M.A. Illustrated. Cr.
8vo. 6s.

A text-book designed to cover the new
Schedule issued by the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons.

G. Massee. A MONOGRAPH OF
THEMYXOGASTRES. ByGEORGE
Massee. With 12 Coloured Plates.

Royal 8vo. 18s. net.
1 A work much in advance of any book in

the language treating of this group of
organisms. Indispensable to every
student of the Myxogastres. '

—

Nature.

Stephenson and Suddards. ORNA-
MENTAL DESIGN FOR WOVEN
FABRICS. By C. Stephenson, of

[The Technical College, Bradford,
and F. Suddards, of The Yorkshire
College, Leeds. With 65 full-page

plates. Demy 8vo. ys. 6d.

' The book is very ably done, displaying an
intimate knowledge of principles, good
taste, and the faculty of clear exposi-
tion.'— Yorkshire Post.

TEXTBOOKS OF TECHNOLOGY.
Edited by Professors GARNET!

and WERTHEIMER.

HOW TO MAKE A DRESS. By J.

A. E. Wood. Ilhcstrated. Cr. 8vo.

is. 6d.

' Though primarily intended for students,
Miss Wood's dainty little manual may be
consulted with advantage by any girls

who want to make their own frocks. The
directions are simple and clear, and the
diagrams very helpful.'

—

Literature.

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY. By
F. C. Webber. With many Illustra-

tions. Cr. 8vo. 2s - 6d-

' An admirable elementary text-book on the
subject.'— Builder.

PRACTICAL MECHANICS. By
Sidney H. Wells. With 75 Illus-

trations and Diagrams. Crown 8vo.

3s. 6d.
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Philosophy

L. T. Hobhouse. THE THEORY OF
KNOWLEDGE. By L. T. Hob-
house, Fellow of C.C.C., Oxford.

Demy 8vo. 21s.
1 The most important contribution to

English philosophy since the publication

of Mr. Bradley's "Appearance and
Reality." '

—

Glasgow Herald.
' A brilliantly written volume.'

—

Times.

W. H. Fairbrother. THE PHILO-
SOPHY OF T. H. GREEN. By
W. H. Fairbrother, M.A. Cr.

8vo. 2s - 6d-

' In every way an admirable book.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

F. W. Bussell. THE SCHOOL OF
PLATO. By F.W. Bussell, D.D.,
Fellow of Brasenose College, Oxford.
Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.

'A clever and stimulating book.'

—

Man-
chester Guardian.

F. S. Granger. THE WORSHIP
OF THE ROMANS. By F. S.

Granger, M.A., Litt.D. Crown
8vo. 6s.

' A scholarly analysis of the religious cere-

monies, beliefs, and superstitions of
ancient Rome, conducted in the new
light of comparative anthropology.'

—

Times.

Theology
S. R. Driver. SERMONS ON SUB-
JECTS CONNECTED WITH
THE OLD TESTAMENT. By S.

R. Driver, D.D., Canon of Christ

Church, Regius Professor of Hebrew
in the University of Oxford. Cr. 8vo.

6s.

' A welcome companion to the author's

famous " Introduction."'

—

Guardian.

T K. Cheyne. FOUNDERS OF OLD
TESTAMENT CRITICISM. By
T. K. Cheyne, D.D., Oriel Pro-

fessor at Oxford. Large Crown 8vo.

ys. 6d.

A historical sketch of O. T. Criticism.

'A very learned and instructive work.'

—

Times.

H. Rashdall. DOCTRINE AND
DEVELOPMENT. By Hastings
Rashdall, M.A. , Fellow and Tutor
of New College, Oxford. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A very interesting attempt to restate some
of the principal doctrines of Christianity,

in which Mr. Rashdall appears to us to

have achieved a high measure of success.

He is often learned, almost always sym-
pathetic, and always singularly lucid.'

—

Manchester Guardian.

H. H. Henson. APOSTOLIC CHRIS-
TIANITY: As Illustrated by the

Epistles of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
By H. H. Henson, M.A. , Fellow of
All Souls', Oxford. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A worthy contribution towards same solu-
tion of the great religious problems of the
present day.'

—

Scotsman.

H. H. Henson. DISCIPLINE AND
LAW. By H. Hensley Henson,
B.D., Fellow of All Souls', Oxford.
Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

H. H. Henson. LIGHT AND
LEAVEN : Historical and
Social Sermons. By H. H. Hen-
son, M.A. Crown 8vo. 6s.

W. H. Bennett. A PRIMER OF
THE BIBLE. By W. H. Bennett.
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

1 The work of an honest, fearless, and sound
critic, and an excellent guide in a small
compass to the books of the Bible.'

—

Manchester Guardian.

William Harrison. CLOVELLY
SERMONS. By William Harri-
son, M.A., late Rector of Clovelly.

With a Preface by ' LuCAS Malet. '

Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

Cecilia Robinson. THE MINISTRY
OF DEACONESSES. By Deacon-
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ness Cecilia Robinson. With an
Introduction by the Lord Bishop of

Winchester. Cr. 8vo. 35. 6d.
' A learned and interesting book.'

—

Scots-

man.

E. B. Layard. RELIGION IN BOY-
HOOD. Notes on the Religious
Training of Boys. By E. B.

Layard, M.A. i8mo. is.

W. Yorke Fausset. THE DE
CA TECHIZANDIS RUD1BUS
OF ST. AUGUSTINE. Edited,
with Introduction, Notes, etc., by
W. Yorke Fausset, M.A. Cr. 8vo.

3s. 6d.

F. Weston. THE HOLY SACRI-
FICE. By F. Weston, M.A.,
Curate of St. Matthew's, Westmin-
ster. Pott 8vo. 6d. net.

A small volume of devotions at the Holy
Communion, especially adapted to the
needs of servers and those who do not
communicate.

A Kempis. THE IMITATION OF
CHRIST. By Thomas a Kempis.
With an Introduction by Dean
Farrar. Illustrated by C. M.
Gere. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo.

3s. 6d. Padded morocco, $s.

'Amongst all the innumerable English
editions of the "Imitation," there can
have been few which were prettier than
this one, printed in strong and handsome
type, with all the glory of red initials.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

J. Keble. THE CHRISTIAN YEAR.
By John Keble. With an Intro-

duction and Notes by W. Lock,
D.D., Warden of Keble College.
Illustrated by R. Anning Bell.
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 3^. 6d.

Padded morocco. 5s.

' The present edition is annotated with all

the care and insight to be expected from
Mr. Lock.'—Guardian.

©j;foro Commentaries
General Editor, Walter Lock, D.D., Warden of Keble College, Dean

Ireland's Professor of Exegesis in the University of Oxford.
THE BOOK OF JOB. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by E. C. S.

Gibson, D.D., Vicar of Leeds. Demy 8vo. 6s.

Ibanoboofcs of Gbeologs
General Editor, A. Robertson, D.D., Principal of King's College, London.
THE XXXIX. ARTICLES OF THE I suggestive. A comprehensive and
CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Edited !

thorough book.'—Birmingham Post.

with an Introduction by E. C. S. |
THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCAR-

Gibson, D.D. , Vicar of Leeds, late

Principal of Wells Theological Col-
lege. Second and Cheaper Edition
in One Volume. Demy 8vo. 1 2s. 6d.

' We welcome with the utmost satisfaction

a new, cheaper, and more convenient
edition of Dr. Gibson's book. It was
greatly wanted. Dr. Gibson has given
theological students just what they want,
and we should like to think that it was
in the hands of every candidate for
orders.'

—

Guardian.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
HISTORY OF RELIGION. By
F. B. Jevons, M.A., Litt.D., Prin-

cipal of Bishop Hatfield's Hall.
Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d.

'The merit of this book lies in the penetra-
tion, the singular acuteness and force of
the author's judgment. He is at once
critical and luminous, at once just and

NATION. By R. L. Ottley, M.A.

,

late fellow of Magdalen College,

Oxon. , and Principal of Pusey House.
In Two Volumes. Demy 8vo. 155.

'A clear and remarkably full account of the

main currents of speculation. Scholarly
precision . . . genuine tolerance . . .

intense interest in his subject—are Mr.
Ottley's merits.'

—

Guardian.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
HISTORY OF THE CREEDS. By
A. E. Burns, Examining Chaplain
to the Bishop of Lichfield. Demy
8vo. 10s. 6d.

' This book may be expected to hold its

place as an authority on its subject.'

—

Spectator.
'It is an able and learned treatise, and con-

tains a mass of information which will

be most useful to scholars.'

—

Glasgow
Herald.
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£be Cburcbman's Xibcarg

Edited by J. H.

THE BEGINNINGS OF ENGLISH
CHRISTIANITY. By W. E. Col-
lins, M.A. With Map. Cr. 8vo.

3-r. 6d.

An investigation in detail, based upon
original authorities, of the beginnings
of the English Church, with a careful
account of earlier Celtic Christianity.

' An excellent example ofthorough and fresh

historical work.'

—

Guardian.
SOME NEW TESTAMENT PRO-

BURN, B.D.

BLEMS. By Arthur Wright,
Fellow of Queen's College, Cam-
bridge. Crown 8vo. 6s.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
HERE AND HEREAFTER. By
Canon Winterbotham, M.A.,
B.SC, LL.B. Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

'A most able book, at once exceedingly
thoughtful and richly suggestive.'

—

Glas-
gow Herald.

Gbe Xibrarp. of Devotion
Pott Svo, cloth, 2.S.; leather, 2s. 6d. net.

'This series is excellent.'

—

The Bishop of London.
' A very delightful edition.'

—

The Bishop of Bath and Wells.
'Well worth the attention of the Clergy.'

—

The Bishop of Lichfield.
'The new " Library of Devotion " is excellent.'

—

The Bishop of Peterborough.
' Charming.'—Record. ' Delightful.'

—

Church Bells.

THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. AU
GUSTINE. Newly Translanted,
with an Introduction and Notes, by
C. Bigg, D.D., late Student of Christ
Church. Second Edition.

' The translation is an excellent piece of
English, and the introduction is a mas-
terly exposition. We augur well of a
series which begins so satisfactorily.'

—

Times.

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. By John
Keble. With Introduction and
Notes by Walter Lock, D.D.

,

Warden of Keble College, Ireland
Professor at Oxford.

'The volume is very prettily bound and
printed, and may fairly claim to be an
advance on any previous editions.'

—

Guardian.

THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. A
Revised Translation, with an Intro-

duction, by C. Bigg, D.D., late

Student of Christ Church.
A practically new translation of this book,

which the reader has, almost for the first

time, exactly in the shape in which it

left the hands of the author.
' A beautiful and scholarly production.'

—

Speaker.
' A nearer approach to the original than

has yet existed in English.'

—

Academy.
A BOOK OF DEVOTIONS. By J.
W. Stanbridge, M.A., Rector of
Bainton, Canon of York, and some-
time Fellow of St. John's College,
Oxford.
It is probably the best book of its kind. It

deserves high commendation.'

—

Church
Gazette.

LYRA INNOCENTIUM. By John
Keble. Edited, with Introduction
and Notes, by Walter Lock, D.D.,
Warden of Keble College, Oxford.

Xeaoers of IReliaion
Edited by H. C. BEECHING, M.A. With Portraits, Crown 8vo. y.6d.
A series of short biographies of the most prominent leaders of religious

life and thought of all ages and countries.

The following are ready

—

CARDINAL NEWMAN. By R. H.
HUTTON.

JOHN WESLEY. By J. H. Over-
ton, M.A.

BISHOP WILBERFORCE. By G.
W. Daniell, M.A.

CARDINAL MANNING. By A. W.
Hutton, M.A.

CHARLES SIMEON. By H. C. G.
Moule, D.D.

JOHN KEBLE. By Walter Lock,
D.D.
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THOMAS CHALMERS. By Mrs.
Olipha.nt.

LANCELOT ANDREWES. By R.
L. Ottley, M.A.

AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY.
By E. L. Cutts, D.D.

WILLIAM LAUD. By W. H.
Hutton, B.D.

JOHN KNOX. By F. MacCunn.

By R. F. Horton,

By F. A. Clarke,

JOHN HOWE.
D.D.

BISHOP KEN.
M.A.

GEORGE FOX, THE QUAKER.
ByT. Hodgkin, D.C.L.

JOHN DONNE. By Augustus
Jessopp, D.D.

THOMAS CRANMER. By. A. J.
Mason.

Other volumes will be announced in due course.

Fiction
SIX SHILLING NOVELS
Marie Corelli's Novels
Large crown 8vo. 6s. each.

A ROMANCE OF TWO WORLDS.
Nineteenth Edition.

VENDETTA. Fifteenth Edition.
THELMA. Twenty-first Edition.

ARDATH : THE STORY OF A
DEAD SELF. Eleventh Edition.

THE SOUL OF LILITH. Ninth
Edition.

WORMWOOD. Ninth Edition.
BARABBAS: A DREAM OF THE
WORLD'S TRAGEDY. Thirty-
fourth Edition.

1 The tender reverence of the treatment
and the imaginative beauty of the writ-

ing have reconciled us to the daring of

the conception, and the conviction is

forced on us that even so exalted a sub-

ject cannot be made too familiar to us,

provided it be presented in the true spirit

of Christian faith. The amplifications

Anthony Hope's Novels
Crown Svo. 6s. each.

THE GOD IN THE CAR. Eighth
Edition.

' A very remarkable book, deserving of
critical analysis impossible within our
limit ; brilliant, but not superficial ;

well considered, but not elaborated
;

constructed with the proverbial art that

conceals, but yet allows itself to be
enjoyed by readers to whom fine literary

method is a keen pleasure.'— The World.

A CHANGE OF AIR. Fifth Edition.
'A graceful, vivacious comedy, true to

human nature. The characters are
traced with a masterly hand.'

—

Times.

A MAN OF MARK. Fourth Edition.
'Of all Mr. Hope's books, "A Man of

Mark" is the one which best compares

of the Scripture narrative are often con-
ceived with high poetic insight, and this
"Dream of the World's Tragedy" is

a lofty and not inadequate paraphrase
of the supreme climax of the inspired
narrative.'

—

Dublin Review.

OF SATAN.THE SORROWS
Fortieth Edition.

1 A very powerful piece of work. . . . The
conception is magnificent, and is likely

to win an abiding place within the
memory of man. . . . The author has
immense command of language^ and a
limitless audacity. . . . This interesting

and remarkable romance will live long
after much of the ephemeral literature

of the day is forgotten. ... A literary

phenomenon . . . novel, and even sub-
lime.'—W. T. Stead in the Review
ofReviews.

with "The Prisoner of Zenda." '

—

National Observer.

THE CHRONICLES OF COUNT
ANTONIO. Fourth Edition.

' It is a perfectly enchanting story of love

and chivalry, and pure romance. The
Count is the most constant, desperate,
and modest and tender of lovers, a peer-
less gentleman, an intrepid fighter, a
faithful friend, and a magnanimous foe.'—Guardian.

PHROSO. Illustrated by H. R.
Millar. Fourth Edition.

' The tale is thoroughly fresh, quick with
vitality, stirring the blood.'— St. James's
Gazette.
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' A story of adventure, every page of which
is palpitating with action.'

—

Speaker.

'From cover to cover "Phroso" not only
engages the attention, but carries the

reader in little whirls of delight from
adventure to adventure.'

—

Academy.

SIMON DALE. Illustrated. Third
Edition.

' " Simon Dale " is one of the best historical

romances that have been written for a
long while.'

—

St. James's Gazette.
' A brilliant novel. The story is rapid and

most excellently told. As for the hero,

he is a perfect hero of romance '

—

A thenceum.
' There is searching analysis of human

nature, with a most ingeniously con-
structed plot. Mr. Hope has drawn the
contrasts of his women with marvellous
subtlety and delicacy.'

—

Times.

Gilbert Parker's Novels
Crown 8vo. 6s. each.

PIERRE AND HIS PEOPLE.
Fifth Edition.

' Stories happily conceived and finely ex-

ecuted. There is strength and genius in

Mr. Parker's style.'

—

Daily Telegraph.

MRS. FALCHION. Fourth Edition.
' A splendid study of character.'

—

A therneum.
'A very striking and admirable novel.'

—

St. James's Gazette.

THE TRANSLATION OF A
SAVAGE.

1 The plot is original and one difficult to

work out ; but Mr. Parker has done it

with great skill and delicacy. The
reader who is not interested in this

original, fresh, and well-told tale must
be a dull person indeed.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

THE TRAIL OF THE SWORD.
Illustrated. Sixth Edition.

' A rousing and dramatic tale. A book like

this, in which swords flash, great sur-
prises are undertaken, and daring deeds
done, in which men and women live and
love in the old passionate way, is a joy
inexpressible. '

—

Daily Chronicle.

WHEN VALMOND CAME TO
PONTIAC: The Story of a Lost
Napoleon. Fourth Edition.

1 Here we find romance—real, breathing,
living romance. The character of Val-
mond is drawn unerringly. The book
must be read, we may say re-read, for

any one thoroughly to appreciate Mr.
Parker's delicate touch and innate sym-
pathy with humanity.' — Pall Mall
Gazette.

AN ADVENTURER OF THE
NORTH : The Last Adventures of
' Pretty Pierre. ' Second Edition.

' The present book is full of fine and mov-
ing stories of the great North, and it

will add to Mr. Parker's already high
reputation.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

THE SEATS OF THE MIGHTY.
Illustrated. Ninth Edition.

'The best thing he has done; one of the
best things that anyone has done lately.'—St. James's Gazette.

' Mr. Parker seems to become stronger and
easier with every serious novel that he
attempts. He shows the matured power
which his former novels have led us to

expect, and has produced a really fine

historical novel.'

—

A thenceum.
' A great book.'

—

Black and White.

THE POMP OF THE LAVILET-
TES. Second Edition. 35. 6d.

' Living, breathing romance, genuine and
unforced pathos, and a deeper and more
subtle knowledge of human nature than
Mr. Parker has ever displayed before.

It is, in a word, the work of a true artist.'

—Pall Mall Gazette.

THE BATTLE OF THE STRONG :

a Romance of Two Kingdoms.
Illustrated. Fourth Edition.

' Such a splendid story, so splendidly told,

will be read with avidity, and will add
new honour even to Mr. Parker's reputa-
tion.'

—

St. James's Gazette.
' No one who takes a pleasure in literature

but will read Mr. Gilbert Parker's latest

romance with keen enjoyment. The mere
writing is so good as to be a delight in

itself, apart altogether from the interest

of the tale.'—Pall Mall Gazette.
' Nothing more vigorous or more human has

come from Mr. Gilbert Parker than this

novel. It has all the graphic power of
his last book, with truer feeling for the

romance, both of human life and wild
nature. There is no character without its

unique and picturesque interest. Mr.
Parker's style, especially his descriptive

style, has in this book, perhaps even more
than elsewhere, aptness and vitality.'

—

Literature.
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S. Baring Gould's Novels

Crown Svo. 6s. each.

'To say that a book is by the author of "Mehalah" is to imply that it contains a
story cast on strong lines, containing dramatic possibilities, vivid and sympathetic descrip-
tions of Nature, and a wealth of ingenious imagery.'

—

Speaker.
' That whatever Mr. Baring Gould writes is well worth reading, is a conclusion that may

be very generally accepted. His views of life are fresh and vigorous, his language
pointed and characteristic, the incidents of which he makes use are striking and original,
his characters are life-like, and though somewhat exceptional people, are drawn and
coloured with artistic force. Add to this that his descriptions of scenes and scenery are
painted with the loving eyes and skilled hands of a master of his art, that he is always
fresh and never dull, and it is no wonder that readers have gained confidence in his
power of amusing and satisfying them, and that year by year his popularity widens.'

—

Court Circular.

KITTY ALONE. Fifth Edition.

NOEMI. Illustrated. Fourth Edition.
THE BROOM-SQUIRE. Illustrated.

Fourth Edition.

THE PENNYCOMEQUICKS.
Third Edition.

DARTMOOR IDYLLS.
GUAVAS THE TINNER. Illus-

tiated. Second Edition.
BLADYS. Illustrated. Second Edition.
DOMITIA. Illustrated. Second Edi-

tion.

ARM I NELL. Fourth Edition.
URITH. Fifth Edition.
IN THE ROAR OF THE SEA.
Sixth Edition.

MRS. CURGENVEN OF CURGEN-
VEN. Fourth Edition.

CHEAP JACK ZITA. Fourth Edition.

THE QUEEN OF LOVE. Fourth
Edition.

MARGERY OF QUETHER. Third
Edition.

JACQUETTA. Third Edition.

Conan Doyle. ROUND THE RED
LAMP. By A. Conan Doyle.
Sixth Edition. Croivn 8vo. 6s.

' The book is far and away the best view
that has been vouchsafed us behind the
scenes of the consulting-room.'

—

Illus-
trated London News.

Stanley Weyman. I'NDER THE
RED ROBE. By Stanley Wey-
U \x, Author of 'A Gentleman of
France.' With Illustrations by R. C.
Woodville. Fourteenth Edition.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Every one who reads books at all must
read this thrilling romance, from the
first page of which to the last the breath-
less reader is haled along. An inspira-
tion of manliness and courage.'

—

Daily
Chronicle.

Lucas Malet. THE WAGES OF
SIN. By Lucas Malet. Thir-
teenth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Lucas Malet. THE CARISSIMA.
By Lucas Malet, Author of ' The
Wages of Sin,' etc. Third Edition.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

George Gissing. THE TOWN TRA-
VELLER. By George Gissing,
Author of ' Demos,' ' In the Year of

Jubilee,' etc. Second Edition. Cr.

Zvo. 6s.

'It is a bright and witty book above all

things. Polly Sparkes is a splendid bit

of work. '—Pall Mall Gazette.
' The spirit of Dickens is in it.'

—

Bookman.

S. R. Crockett. LOCHINVAR. By
S. R. Crockett, Author of 'The
Raiders,' etc. Illustrated. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Full of gallantry and pathos, of the clash
of arms, and brightened by episodes of
humour and love. . .

.'

—

Westminster
Gazette.

S. R. Crockett. THE STANDARD
BEARER. By S. R. Crockett.
Crowfi 8vo. 6s.

' A delightful tale in his best style.'

—

Speaker.
' Mr. Crockett at his best.'

—

Literature.

Arthur Morrison. TALES OF
MEAN STREETS. By Arthur
Morrison. Fifth Edition. Cr.
8vo. 6s.
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' Told with consummate art and extra-

°«wnary detail. In the true humanity
ot the book lies its justification, the
permanence of its interest, and its in-

(

dubitable triumph.'—Athencenm.
A great book. The author's method is
amazingly effective, and produces a
thrilling sense of reality. The writer
lays upon us a master hand. The book
is simply appalling and irresistible in
its interest. It is humorous also ; with-
out humour it would not make the mark
it is certain to make.'— World.

Arthur Morrison. A CHILD OFTHE JAGO. By Arthur Morri-
< £?

N
'u

Tk
-

rd Editlon
- Cr. 8vo. 6s.

I he book is a masterpiece.'—Pall Mall
Gazette.

' Told with great vigour and powerful sim-
plicity. —Athenceum.

Mrs. Clifford. A FLASH OFSUMMER. By Mrs. W. K. Clif-
ford, Author of 'Aunt Anne,' etc.

(

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s
'The story is a very beautiful one, exquis-

itely told.'—Speaker.
Emily Lawless. HURRISH. By the

Honble. Emily Lawless, Author of
'Maelcho,'etc. Fifth Edition. Cr
8vo. 6s.

Emily Lawless. MAELCHO
: a Six-

teenth Century Romance. By the
Honble. Emily Lawless. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

\
A really great book.'—Spectator.
There is no keener pleasure in life than
the recognition of genius. A piece of
work of the first order, which we do not
hesitate to describe as one of the most
remarkable literary achievements of this
generation.'—Manchester Guardian.

Emily Lawless. TRAITS AND
CONFIDENCES. By the Honble.
Emily Lawless. Crown 8vo. 6s.

E. W. Hornumj. THE AMATEUR
CRACKSMAN. By E. W. Hor-
nung. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'An audaciously entertaining volume.'—
Spectator.

' Fascinating and entertaining in a supreme
(

degree.'—Daily Mail.
We are fascinated by the individuality,
the daring, and the wonderful coolness
of Raffles the resourceful, and follow
him breathlessly in his career.'— World.

Jane Barlow. A CREEL OF IRISH
STORIES. By Jane Barlow,

Author of 'Irish Idylls.' Second
^
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'Vivid and singularly real.'—Scotsman.
Jane Barlow. FROM THE EASTUNTO THE WEST. By Jane

t

Barlow. Crown 8vo. 6s.
'The genial humour and never-failing sym-

pathy recommend the book to those who
like healthy fiction.''Scotsman.

Mrs.Cafiyn. ANNE MAULEVERER.% Mrs - Caffyn (Iota), Author of
1 he Yellow Aster.' Second Edition.

Crown 8vo. 6s.
'The author leaves with us a most delect-

able addition to the heroines in modern
fiction, and she has established herself
as one of the leading women novelists of

< a c
e y '

~Daily Chronicle.
A fine

>

conception and absorbingly interest-
mg. —Athenceum.

Dorothea Gerard. THINGS THATHAVE HAPPENED. By Doro-
thea Gerard, Author of 'Lady
Baby.' Crown 8vo. 6s.

' All the stories are delightful.'—Scotsman.
J. H. Findlater. THE GREEN
GRAVES OF BALGOWRIE. By
Jane H. Findlater. Fourth
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

|
A powerful and vivid story.'-Standard.A beautiful story, sad and strange as truth

itself. —Vanity Fair.
'A very charming and pathetic tale.'—Pall

Mall Gazette.
' A singularly original, clever, and beautiful

story. —Guardian.
' Reveals to us a new writer of undoubted

faculty and reserve force.'—Spectator
An exquisite idyll, delicate, affecting, and

beautiful.'—Black and White.
J. H. Findlater. A DAUGHTER
OF STRIFE. By Jane Helen

(

Findlater. Crown 8vo. 6s.
'A story of strong human interest.'—Scots-

man.
J. H. Findlater. RACHEL. By
Jane H. Findlater. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'Powerful and sympathetic.' — Glasrmu
Herald.

' A not unworthy successor to " The Green
Graves of Balgowrie." '

—

Critic.

Mary Findlater. OVER THE
HILLS. By Mary Findlater.
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A strong and fascinating piece of work.'—
Scotsman.
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' A charming romance, and full of incident.

The book is fresh and strong.'—Speaker.
' A strong and wise book of deep insight and

unflinching truth.'—Birmingham Post.

Mary Findlater. BETTY MUS-
GRAVE. By Mary Findlater.
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Handled with dignity and delicacy. . . .

A most touching story.'

—

Spectator.
' Told with great skill, and the pathos of it

rings true and unforced throughout.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

Alfred Ollivant. OWD BOB, THE
GREY DOG OF KENMUIR. By
Alfred Ollivant. Second Edition.

Cr. 8vo. 6s.

'Weird, thrilling, strikingly graphic.'—
1'unch.

' We admire this book. . . . It is one to read

with admiration and to praise with en-

thusiasm.'

—

Bookman.
' It is a fine, open-air, blood-stirring book,

to be enjoyed by every man and woman
to whom a dog is dear.'

—

Literature.

B. M. Croker. PEGGY OF THE
BARTONS. By B. M. Croker,
Author of ' Diana Barrington.'

Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Mrs. Croker excels in the admirably simple,

easy, and direct flow of her narrative, the

briskness of her dialogue, and the geni-

ality of her portraiture.'

—

Spectator.
' All the characters, indeed, are drawn with

clearness and certainty ; and it would be

hard to name any quality essential to

first-class work which is lacking from this

book.'

—

Saturday Review.

H. G. WeUs. THE STOLEN BA-
CILLUS, and other Stories. By
H. G. Wells. Second Edition.

Crown 8vo. 6s.

'They are the impressions of a very striking

imagination, which, it would seem, has

a great deal within its reach.'

—

Saturday
Review.

H. G. Wells. THE PLATTNER
STORY and Others. By H. G.
Wells. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo.

6s.
' Weird and mysterious, they seem to hold

the reader as by a magic spell.'

—

Scots-

man.

Sara Jeanette Duncan. A VOYAGE
OF CONSOLATION. By Sara
Jeanette Duncan, Author of An
American Girl in London.' Illus-

trated. Third Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

'A most delightfully bright book.'—Daily
Telegraph.

'The dialogue is full of wit.'

—

Globe.

'Laughter lurks in every page.'

—

Daily
News.

C. F. Keary. THE JOURNALIST.
By C. F. Keary. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' It is rare indeed to find such poetical sym-
pathy with Nature joined to close study
of character and singularly truthful dia-

logue : but then " The Journalist " is

altogether a rare book.'

—

Athencpuvi.

E. F. Benson. DODO: A DETAIL
OF THE DAY. By E. F. Benson.
Sixteenth Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A perpetual feast ofepigram and paradox.'
—Speaker.

E. F. Benson. THE VINTAGE. By
E. F. Benson. Author of 'Dodo.'

Illustrated by G. P. Jacomb-Hood.
Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

1 Full of fire, earnestness, and beauty.'

—

The World.

E. F. Benson. THE CAPSINA. By
E. F. Benson, Author of ' Dodo.'

With Illustrations by G. P. Jacomb-
Hood. Secotid Edition. Cr.8vo. 6s.

' The story moves through an atmosphere
of heroism and adventure.'

—

Manchester
Guardian.

Mrs. Oliphant. SIR ROBERT'S
FORTUNE. By. Mrs. Oliphant.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

Mrs. Oliphant. THE TWO MARYS.
By Mrs. Oliphant. Second Edition.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

Mrs. Oliphant. THE LADY'S
WALK. By Mrs. Oliphant.
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

W. E. Norris. MATTHEW AUSTIN.
By W. E. Norris, Author of ' Made-
moiselle de Mersac,' etc. Fourth
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'An intellectually satisfactory and morally
bracing novel.'

—

Daily Telegraph.

W. E. Norris. HIS GRACE. By W.
E. Norris. Third Edition. Crown
8vo. 6s.

' Mr. Norris has drawn a really fine char-

acter in the Duke.'

—

Atkenetum.

W. E. Norris. THE DESPOTIC
LADY AND OTHERS. By W. E.

Norris. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' A budget of good fiction of which no one
will tire.'

—

Scotsman.
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W. E. Norris. CLARISSA FURIOSA.
By W. E. Norris. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' As a story it is admirable, as a/cu d'esprit
itis capital, as a lay sermon studded
with gems of wit and wisdom it is a
model.'—The World.

W. Clark Russell. MY DANISH
SWEETHEART. By W. Clark
Russell. Illustrated. Fourth
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Robert Barr. IN THE MIDST OF
ALARMS. By Robert Barr.
Third Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

'A book which has abundantly satisfied us
by itscapital humour.'

—

Daily Chronicle.
'Mr. Barr has achieved a triumph.'—Pall

Mall Gazette.

Robert Barr. THE MUTABLE
MANY. By Robert Barr. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Very much the best novel that Mr. Barr
has yet given us. There is much insight
in it, and much excellent humour.'

—

Daily Chronicle.

Robert Barr. THE COUNTESS
TEKLA. By Robert Barr. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Thrilling and brilliant.'— Critic.
' Such a tale as Mr. Barr's would ever

receive a hearty welcome. Of these
mediaeval romances, which are now
gaining ground, "The Countess Tekla"
is the very best we have seen. The
story is written in clear English, and a
picturesque, moving style.'

—

Pall Mall
Gazette.

Andrew Balfour. BY STROKE OF
SWORD. By Andrew Balfour.
Illustrated. Fourth Edition. Cr.
8vo. 6s.

A banquet of good things.'

—

Academy.
'A recital of thrilling interest, told with

unflagging vigour.'

—

Globe.
An unusually excellent example of a semi-

historic romance.'

—

World.

Andrew Balfour. TO ARMS! By
Andrew Balfour. Illustrated.

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.
' The marvellous perils through which Allan

passes are told in powerful and lively
fashion.'—Pall Mall Gazette.

R. B. Townshend. LONE PINE: A
Romance of Mexican Life. By R.
B. Townshend. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' It is full of incident and adventure. The
great fight is as thrilling a bit of fight-

ing as we have read for many a day.'—
Speaker

' The volume is evidently the work of a
clever writer and of an educated and
experienced traveller.'

—

Atkeneeum.

J. Maclaren Cobban. THE KING
OF ANDAMAN: A Saviour of

Society. By J. Maclaren Cobban.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

'An unquestionably interesting book. It

contains one character, at least, who has
in him the root of immortality.'

—

Pall
Mall Gazette.

J. Maclaren Cobban. WILT THOU
HAVE THIS WOMAN? By J.

Maclaren Cobban. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

J. Maclaren Cobban. THE ANGEL
OF THE COVENANT. By J.

Maclaren Cobban. Cr. 8vo. 6s.
' Mr. Cobban has achieved a work of such

rare distinction that there is nothing
comparable with it in recent Scottish
romance. It is a great historical picture,

in which fact and fancy are welded to-

gether in a fine realisation of the spirit of
the times.'—Pall Mall Gazette.

Marshall Saunders. ROSE A CHAR-
LITTE : A Romantic Story of

Acadie. By Marshall Saunders.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

' Graceful and well written.'

—

Saturday
Review.

'Charmingly told. '

—

Manchester Guardian.

R. N. Stephens. AN ENEMY TO
THE KING. By R. N. Stephens.
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' It is full of movement, and the movement
is always buoyant.'

—

Scotsman.
' A stirring story with plenty of movement.'

—Black and White.

Robert Hichens. BYEWAYS. By
Robert Hitchins. Author of
' Flames, etc' Second Edition. Cr.

8vo. 6s.
' The work is undeniably that of a man of

striking imagination.'

—

Daily News.

Percy White. A PASSIONATE PIL-
GRIM. By Percy White, Author
of ' Mr. Bailey-Martin.' Cr. 8vo. 6s.

W. Pett Ridge. SECRETARY TO
BAYNE, M.P. By W. Pett Ridge.
Croivn 8vo. 6s.

E. Dawson and A. Moore. ADRIAN
ROME. By E. Dawson and A.
MOORE, Authors of 'A Comedy of

Masks.' Crown 8vo. 6s.

'A clever novel dealing with youth and
genius. '

—

A cademy.
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J. S. Fletcher. THE BUILDERS.
By J. S. Fletcher. Author of

'When Charles I. was King.'
Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

.J. S. Fletcher. THE PATHS OF
THE PRUDENT. By J. S. Flet-
cher. Crown 8vo. 6s.

' The story has a curious fascination for the

reader, and the theme and character are

handled with rare ability.'

—

Scotsman.
' Dorinthia is charming. The story is told

with great humour. '—PallMallGazette.

J. B. Burton. IN THE DAY OF
ADVERSITY. By J. Bloundelle-
Burton. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' Unusually interesting and full of highly
dramatic situations. —Guardian.

J. B. Burton. DENOUNCED. By
J. Bloundelle-Burton. Second
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'A fine, manly, spirited piece of work.'

—

World.

J. B. Burton. THE CLASH OF
ARMS. By J. Bloundelle-Bur-
TON. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' A brave story—brave in deed, brave in

word, brave in thought.'

—

St. James's
Gazette.

J. B. Burton. ACROSS THE SALT
SEAS. By J. Bloundelle-Burton.
Second Edition. Croion 8vo. 6s.

' The very essence of the true romantic
spirit.'

—

Truth.

R. Murray Gilchrist. WILLOW-
BRAKE. By R. Murray Gil-
christ. Crown 8vo. 6s.

'It is a singularly pleasing and eminently
wholesome volume, with a decidedly

charming note of pathos at various

points.'

—

Athencrum.

W. C. Scully. THE WHITE HECA-
TOMB. By W. C. Scully, Author
of ' Kafir Stories.' Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' Reveals a marvellously intimate under-
standing of the Kaffir mind.'

—

African
Critic.

W. C. Scully. BETWEEN SUN
AND SAND. By W. C. Scully,
Author of 'The White Hecatomb.'
Cr. 8vo. 6s.

' The reader passes at once into the very
atmosphere of the African desert : the
inexpressible space and stillness swallow
him up, and there is no world for him but
that immeasurable waste.'

—

Athena'iim.

M. M. Dowie. GALLIA. By Menie
Muriel Dowie, Author of 'A Girl

in the Karpathians.' Third Edition.

Cr. 8vo. 6s.

M. M. Dowie. THE CROOK OF
THE BOUGH. By Menie Muriel
Dowie. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

Julian Corbett. A BUSINESS IN
GREAT WATERS. By Julian
Corbett. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo.

6s.

OTHER SIX SHILLING NOVELS
Crown &vo.

MISS ERIN. By M. E. Francis.

ANANIAS. By the Hon. Mrs. Alan
Brodrick.

CORRAGEEN IN '98. By Mrs.
Orpkn.

THE PLUNDER PIT. By J. Keigh-
LEY SNOWDEN.

CROSS TRAILS. By Victor Waite.
SUCCESSORS TO THE TITLE.
By Mrs. Walford.

KIRKHAM'S FIND. By MARY
Gaunt.

DEADMAN'S. By Mary Gaunt.
CAPTAIN JACOBUS: A ROMANCE
OFTHE ROAD. By L. Cope Corn-
ford.

SONS OF ADVERSITY. By L. Cope
CORNFORD.

THE KING OF ALBERIA. By
Laura Daintrey.

THE DAUGHTER OF ALOUETTE.
By Mary A. Owen.

CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD.
By Ellen F. Pinsent.

AN ELECTRIC SPARK. By G.
Manville Fenn.

UNDER SHADOW OF THE
MISSION. By L. S. McChesney.

THE SPECULATORS. By J. F.

Brewer.
THE SPIRIT OF STORM. By
Ronald Ross.
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THE QUEENSBERRY CUR By
Clive P. Wolley.

A HOME IN INVERESK. By T.
L. Paton.

MISS ARMSTRONG'S AND
OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES. By
John Davidson.

DR. CONGALTON'S LEGACY. By
Henry Johnston.

TIME AND THE WOMAN. By
Richard Pryce.

THIS MAN'S DOMINION. By the
Author of ' A High Little World.'

DIOGENES OF LONDON. By H.
B. Marriott Watson.

THE STONE DRAGON. By
Murray Gilchrist.

A VICAR'S WIFE. By Evelyn
Dickinson.

ELSA. By E. M'Queen Gray.

THE SINGER OF MARLY. By I.

Hooper.
THE FALL OF THE SPARROW.
By M. C. Balfour.

A SERIOUS COMEDY. By Herbert
Morrah.

THE FAITHFUL CITY. By
Herbert Morrah.

IN THE GREAT DEEP. By J. A.
Barry.

BIJLI, THE DANCER. By James
Blythe Patton.

JOSIAH'S WIFE. By Norma
LORIMER.

THE PHILANTHROPIST. By
Lucy Maynard.

VAUSSORE. By Francis Brune.

THREE-AND-SIXPENNY NOVELS
Crown iivo.

DERRICK VAUGHAN, NOVEL-
IST. 42nd thousand. By Edna
Lyall.

THE KLOOF BRIDE. By Ernest
Glanville.

A VENDETTA OF THE DESERT.
By W. C. Scully.

SUBJECT TO VANITY. By Mar-
garet Benson.

THE SIGN OF THE SPIDER. By
Bertram Mitford.

THE MOVING FINGER. By MARY
Gaunt.

JACO TRELOAR. By J. H. Pearce.
THE DANCE OF THE HOURS.
By 'Vera.'

A WOMAN OF FORTY. By Esme
Stuart.

A CUMBERER OF THE GROUND.
By Constance Smith.

THE SIN OF ANGELS. By Evelyn
Dickinson.

AUT DIABOLUS AUT NIHIL.
By X. L.

THE COMING OF CUCULAIN.
By Standish O'Grady.

THE GODS GIVE MY DONKEY
WINGS. By Angus Evan Abbott.

THE STAR GAZERS. By G. Man-
VILLE FENN.

THE POISON OF ASPS. By R.
Orton Prowse.

THE QUIET MRS. FLEMING. By
R Pryce

DISENCHANTMENT. By F. MABEL
Robinson.

THE SQUIRE OF WANDALES.
By A. Shield.

A REVEREND GENTLEMAN. By
J. M. Cobban.

A DEPLORABLE AFFAIR. By
W. E. Norris.

A CAVALIER'S LADYE. By Mrs.
Dicker.

THE PRODIGALS. By Mrs.
Oliphant.

THE SUPPLANTER. By P. Neu-
mann.

A MAN WITH BLACK EYE-
LASHES. By H. A. Kennedy.

A HANDFUL OF EXOTICS. By
S. Gordon.

AN ODD EXPERIMENT. By
Hannah Lynch.

TALES OF NORTHUMBRIA. By
Howard Pease.
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HALF-CROWN NOVELS
Crown Srw.

HOVENDEN. V.C. By F. Mabel
Robinson.

THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN. By
F. Mabel Robinson.

MR. BUTLER'S WARD. By F.

Mabel Robinson.
ELI'S CHILDREN. By G. Man-
VILLE FENN.

A DOUBLE KNOT. By G. Max-
VII.LE FENN.

DISARMED. By M. Betham
Edwards.

A MARRIAGE AT SEA. By W.
Clark Russell.

IX TENT AND BUNGALOW. By
the Author of ' Indian Idylls.'

M Y S T EW A R D S H I P. By E.

M 'Queen Gray.
JACK'S FATHER. By W. E.

NORRIS.

A LOST ILLUSION. By Leslie
Keith.

THE TRUE HISTORY OF JOSHUA
DAVIDSON, Christian and Com-
munist. By E. Lynn Lynton.
Eleventh Edition. Post 8vo. is.

Books for Boys and Girls

A Series of Books by well-known Authors, well illustrated.

THREE-AND-SIXPENCE EACH
THE ICELANDER'S SWORD. By

S. Baring Gould.
TWO LITTLE CHILDREN AND
CHING. Bv Edith E. Cuthell.

TODDLEBEN'S HERO. By M. M.
Blake.

ONLY A GUARD -ROOM DOG.
By Edith E. Cuthell.

THE DOCTOR OF THE JULIET.
By Harry Collingwood.

MASTER ROCKAFELLAR'S VOY-
AGE. By W. Clark Russell.

SYD BELTON : Or, The Boy who
would not go to Sea. By G. Man-
ville Fenn.

THE WALLYPUG IN LONDON.
By G. E. Farrow.

ADVENTURES IN WALLYPUG
LAND. By G. E. Farrow. 55.

The Peacock Library
A Series of Books for Girls by well-known Authors, handsomely bound,

and well illustrated.

THREE-AND-SIXPENCE EACH
A PINCH OF EXPERIENCE. By

L. B. Walford.
THE RED GRANGE. By Mrs.
Molesworth.

THE SECRET OF MADAME DE
MONLUC. By the Author of
' Mdle. Mori.'

OUT OF THE FASHION. B L.
T. Meade.

DUMPS. Bv Mrs. Parr.
A GIRL OF THE PEOPLE. By

L. T. Meade.
HEPSY GIPSY. By L. T. Meade.

2 s. 6d.

THE HONOURABLE MISS. By
L. T. Meade.

MY LAND OF BEULAH. By Mrs.

Leith Adams.
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University Extension Series

A series of books on historical, literary, and scientific subjects, suitable for

extension students and home-reading circles. Each volume is complete in

itself, and the subjects are treated by competent writers in a broad and
philosophic spirit.

Edited by J. E. SYMES, M.A.,

Principal of University College, Nottingham.
Crown 2>vo. Price {with some exceptions) 2s. 6d.

Thefollowing volumes are ready

:

—
THE INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF
ENGLAND. By H. de B. Gibbins,
Litt.D., M.A., late Scholar of Wad-
ham College, Oxon., Cobden Prize-

man. Sixth Edition, Revised. With
Maps and Plans. $s.

A HISTORY OF ENGLISH POLITI-
CAL ECONOMY. By L. L. Price,
M.A. , Fellow of Oriel College, Oxon.
Second Edition.

PROBLEMS OF POVERTY : An
Inquiry into the Industrial Condi-
tions of the Poor. By J. A. Hobson,
M.A. Fourth Edition.

VICTORIAN POETS. By A. Sharp.

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. By
J. E. Symes, M.A.

PSYCHOLOGY. By F. S. GRANGER,
M.A. Second Edition.

THE EVOLUTION OF PLANT
LIFE : Lower Forms. By G.
MASSEE. With Illustrations.

AIR AND WATER. ByV.B. LEWES,
M.A. Illustrated.

THE CHEMISTRY OF LIFE AND
HEALTH. By C. W. Kimmins,
M.A. Illustrated.

THE MECHANICS OF DAILY
LIFE. By V. P. Sells, M.A. Illus-

trated.

ENGLISH SOCIAL REFORMERS.
By H. de B. Gibbins, D.Litt., M.A.

ENGLISH TRADE AND FINANCE
IN THE SEVENTEENTH CEN-
TURY. ByW. A. S. Hewins, B.A.

THE CHEMISTRY OF FIRE. The
Elementary Principles of Chemistry.
By M. M. Pattison Muir, M.A.
Illustrated.

A TEXT-BOOK OF AGRICUL-
TURAL BOTANY. By M. C.
Potter, M.A., F.L.S. Illustrated.

35. 6d.

THE VAULT OF HEAVEN. A
Popular Introduction to Astronomy.
By R. A. Gregory. With numerous
Illustrations.

METEOROLOGY. The Elements of

Weather and Climate. By H. N.
Dickson, F.R.S.E., F.R. Met. Soc.

Illustrated.

A MANUAL OF ELECTRICAL
SCIENCE. By George J. Burch,
M.A With numerous Illustrations.

3-5-

THE EARTH. An Introduction to

Physiography. By Evan Small,
M.A. Illustrated.

INSECT LIFE. By F. W. Theo-
bald, M.A. Illustrated.

ENGLISH POETRY FROM BLAKE
TO BROWNING. By W. M.
Dixon, M.A.

ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT. By E. Jenks, M.A., Pro-

fessor of Law at University College,

Liverpool.

THE GREEK VIEW OF LIFE. By
G. L. Dickinson, Fellow of King's

College, Cambridge. Second Edition.
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Social Questions of To-day
Edited by H. de B. GIBBINS, Litt.D., M.A.

Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

A series of volumes upon those topics of social, economic, and industrial

interest that are at the present moment foremost in the public mind.

Each volume of the series is written by an author who is an acknowledged
authority upon the subject with which he deals.

The following Volumes ofthe Series are ready :
—

TRADE UNIONISM—NEW AND
OLD. By G. HOWELL. Second
Edition.

THE CO - OPERATIVE MOVE-
MENT TO-DAY. By G. J. Holy-
OAKE. Second Edition.

MUTUAL THRIFT. By Rev. J.

Frome Wilkinson, M.A.
PROBLEMS OF POVERTY. By J.

A. Hobson, M.A. Fourth Edition.

THE COMMERCE OF NATIONS.
By C. F. Bastable, M.A., Professor

of Economics at Trinity College,

Dublin. Second Edition.

THE ALIEN INVASION. By W.
H. WlLKINS, B.A.

THE RURAL EXODUS. By P.

Anderson Graham.
LAND NATIONALIZATION. By
Harold Cox, B.A.

A SHORTER WORKING DAY.
By H. DE B. Gibbins, D.Litt., M.A.,
and R. A. Hadfield, of the Hecla
Works, Sheffield.

BACK TO THE LAND: An Inquiry

into the Cure for Rural Depopulation.

By H. E. Moore.
TRUSTS, POOLS AND CORNERS.
By J. Stephen Jeans.

THE FACTORY SYSTEM. By R.

W. Cooke-Taylor.

THE STATE AND ITS CHIL-
DREN. By Gertrude Tuckwell.

WOMEN'S WORK. ByLADYDiLKE,
Miss Bulley, and Miss Whitley.

MUNICIPALITIES AT WORK.
The Municipal Policy of Six Great
Towns, and its Influenceon their Social

Welfare. By Frederick Dolman.
SOCIALISM AND MODERN
THOUGHT. By M. Kaufmann.

THE HOUSING OF THE WORK-
ING CLASSES. By E. Bowmaker.

MODERN CIVILIZATION IN
SOME OF ITS ECONOMIC
ASPECTS. By W. Cunningham,
D.D., Fellow of Trinity College,

Cambridge.
THE PROBLEM OF THE UN-
EMPLOYED. By J. A. Hobson,
B.A.

LIFE IN WEST LONDON. By
Arthur Sherwell, M.A. Second
Edition.

RAILWAY NATIONALIZATION.
By Clement Edwards.

WORKHOUSES AND PAUPER-
ISM. By Louisa Twining.

UNIVERSITY AND SOCIAL
SETTLEMENTS. ByW. Reason,
M.A.

Classical Translations
Edited by H. F. FOX, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Brasenose College, Oxford.

/ESCHYLUS — Agamemnon, Choe-
phoroe, Eumenides. Translated by
Lewis Campbell, LL.D., late Pro-

fessor of Greek at St. Andrews. 55.

CICERO—De Oratore I. Translated

by E. N. P. Moor, M.A. 3s. 6d.

CICERO—Select Orations (Pro Milone,

Pro Murena, Philippic II. , In Catili-

nam). Translated by H. E. D.

Blakiston, M.A., Fellow and Tutor
of Trinity College, Oxford. 5J.

CICERO—De Natura Deorum. Trans-

lated by F. Brooks, M.A., late

Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford.

35. 6d.

HORACE: THE ODES AND
EPODES. Translated by A.
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Godley, M.A., Fellow of Magdatei.
College, Oxford, 2s.

LUCIAN—Six Dialogues (Nigrinus,

Icaro - Menippus, The Cock, The
Ship, The Parasite, The Lover of

Falsehood). Translated by S. T.
Irwin, M.A., Assistant Master at

Clifton ; late Scholar of Exeter
College, Oxford. 3s. 6d.

SOPHOCLES — Electra and Ajax.
Translated by E. D. A. Morshead,
M.A., Assistant Master at Win-
chester. 2s. 6d.

TACITUS—Agricola and Germania.
Translated by R. B. TOWNSHEND,
late Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2.s. 6d.

Educational Books
CLASSICAL

PLAUTI BACCHIDES. Edited with
Introduction, Commentary, and
Critical Notes by J. M'COSH, M.A.
Fcap. a,to. 12s. 6d.

PASSAGES FOR UNSEEN TRANS-
LATION. By E. C. Marchant,
M.A. , Fellow of Peterhouse, Cam-
bridge ; and A. M. Cook, M.A., late

Scholar ofWadham College, Oxford

;

Assistant Masters at St. Paul's School.

Crown 8vo. 3J. 6d.
' We know no book of this class better fitted

for use in the higher forms of schools.'

—

Guardian.
TACITI AGRICOLA. With Intro-

duction, Notes, Map, etc. By R. F.

Davis, M.A. , Assistant Master at

Weymouth College. Crown 8vo. is.

TACITI GERMANIA. By the same
Editor. Crown 8vo. 2s.

HERODOTUS : EASY SELEC-
TIONS. With Vocabulary. ByA.C.
LlDDELL, M.A. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

SELECTIONS FROM THE ODYS-

Fcap. 8vo.Assistant Master at Eton.
is. 6d.

PLAUTUS: THE CAPTIVI.
Adapted for Lower Forms by J. H.
Freese, M.A., late Fellow of St.

John's, Cambridge. 15. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES AGAINST
CONON AND CALLICLES.
Edited with Notes and Vocabulary,
by F. Darwin Swift, M.A. Fcap.
8vo. 2S.

EXERCISES IN LATIN ACCI-
DENCE. By S. E. Winbolt,
Assistant Master in Christ's Hospital.
Crown 8vo. is. 6d.

An elementary book adapted for Lower
Forms to accompany the shorter Latin
primer.

NOTES ON GREEK AND LATIN
SYNTAX. ByG. Buckland Green,
M.A., Assistant Master at Edinburgh
Academy, late Fellow of St. John's
College, Oxon. Crown 8vo. 3.C 6d.

Notes and explanations on the chief diffi-

culties of Greek and Latin Syntax, with
numerous passages for exercise.SEY. By E. D. Stone, M. A., late

GERMAN
A COMPANION GERMAN GRAM- GERMAN
MAR. ByH. deB. GiBBiNS, D.Litt.,

M.A., Assistant Master at Notting-
ham High School. Crown 8vo. is.6d.

SCIENCE
Steel. With numerous Illustrations.

Crown 8vo. t\s. 6d.

PASSAGES FOR UN-
SEEN TRANSLATION. By E.
M 'Queen Gray. Crown 8vo.

2s. 6d.

THE WORLD OF SCIENCE. In-

cluding Chemistry, Heat, Light,
Sound, Magnetism, Electricity,

Botany, Zoology, Physiology, As-
tronomy, and Geology. By R.
Elliott Steel, M.A., F.C.S. 147
Illustrations. Second Edition. Cr.
8vo. 2s. 6d.

ELEMENTARY LIGHT. By R. E.

VOLUMETRIC ANALYSIS. By J.

B. Russell, B.Sc, Science Master
at Burnley Grammar School. Cr.
8vo. is. 6d.

' A collection of useful, well-arranged notes.'—School Guardian.
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ENGLISH

ENGLISH RECORDS. A Companion
to the History of England. By H. E.
Malden, M A. Crown 8vo. 35. 6d.

A book which aims at concentrating in-

formation upon dates, genealogy offi-

cials, constitutional documents, etc.,

which is usually found scattered in

different volumes.

THE ENGLISH CITIZEN: HIS
RIGHTS AND DUTIES. By H. E.

Malden, M.A. is. 6d.

A DIGEST OF DEDUCTIVE

LOGIC. By Johnson Barker,
B.A. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

A CLASS-BOOK OF DICTATION
PASSAGES. By W. Williamson,
M.A. Second Edition, Crown 8vo.
is. 6d.

TEST CARDS IN EUCLID AND
ALGEBRA. By D. S. Calder-
WOOD, Headmaster of the Normal
School, Edinburgh. In three packets
of 40, with Answers, is.

METHUEN'S COMMERCIAL SERIES
Edited by H. de B. GIBBINS, Litt.D., M.A.

BRITISH COMMERCE AND
COLONIES FROM ELIZABETH
TO VICTORIA. By H. DE B.
Gibbins, Litt.D., M.A. Third
Edition. 2S.

COMMERCIAL EXAMINATION
PAPERS. By H. de B. Gibbins,
Litt.D., M.A. is. 6d.

THE ECONOMICS OF COM-
MERCE. By H. de B. Gibbins,
Litt.D., M.A. is. 6d.

FRENCH COMMERCIAL COR-
RESPONDENCE. ByS. E. Bally,
Master at the Manchester Grammar
School. Second Edition. 2s.

GERMAN COMMERCIAL COR-
RESPONDENCE. ByS. E. Bally.
2s. 6d.

A FRENCH COMMERCIAL
READER. By S. E. Bally. 2s.

COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY, with
special reference to the British Em-
pire. By L. W. Lyde, M.A. Second
Edition. 2s.

A PRIMER OF BUSINESS. By
S. Jackson, M.A. Second Edition,
is. 6d.

COMMERCIAL ARITHMETIC. By
F. G. TAYLOR, M.A. Second Edition,
is. 6d.

PRECIS WRITING AND OFFICE
CORRESPONDENCE. By E. E.
Whitfield, M.A. 2s.

A GUIDE TO PROFESSIONS AND
BUSINESS. By Henry Jones.
15. 6d.

WORKS BY A. M. M. STEDMAN, M.A.

INITIA LATINA: Easy Lessons on
Elementary Accidence. Third
Edition. Fcap. 8vo. is.

FIRST LATIN LESSONS. Fifth
Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s.

FIRST LATIN READER. With
Notes adapted to the Shorter Latin
Primer and Vocabulary. Fourth
Edition revised. i8mo. is. 6d.

EASY SELECTIONS FROM
j

CAESAR. Part 1. The Helvetian i

War. Second Edition. i8mo. is. \

EASY SELECTIONS FROM LIVY.
Part 1. The Kings of Rome. i8mo.
is. 6d.

EASY LATIN PASSAGES FOR
UNSEEN TRANSLATION. Sixth
Editiofi. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

EXEMPLA LATINA. First Lessons
in Latin Accidence. With Vocabulary.
Crown 8vo. is.

EASY LATIN EXERCISES ON THE
SYNTAX OF THE SHORTER
AND REVISED LATIN PRIMER.
With Vocabulary. Seventh and
cheaper Edition, re-written. Crown
8vo. is. 6d. Issued with the consent
of Dr. Kennedy.

THE LATIN COMPOUND SEN-
TENCE : Rules and Exercises.



40 Messrs. Methuen's Catalogue

Crown 8vo. is. 6d. With Vocabul-

ary. 2S.

NOTANDA QUAEDAM : Miscellan-

eous Latin Exercises on Common
Rules and Idioms. Third Edition.

Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. With Vocabulary.

25.

LATIN VOCABULARIES FOR RE-
PETITION : Arranged according to

Subjects. Eighth Edition. Fcap.

8vo. is. 6d.

A VOCABULARY OF LATIN
IDIOMS. iSmo. Second Edition, is.

STEPS TO GREEK. i8mo. is.

A SHORTER GREEK PRIMER.
Crown 8vo. is. 6d.

EASY GREEK PASSAGES FOR
UNSEEN TRANSLATION. Third
Edition Revised. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

GREEK VOCABULARIES FOR
REPETITION. Arranged accord-

ing to Subjects. Second Edition.
Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

GREEK TESTAMENT SELEC-
TIONS. For the use of Schools.
Third Edition. With Introduction,

Notes, and Vocabulary. Fcap. 8vo.

2s. 6d.

STEPS TO FRENCH. Fourth Edi-
tion. i8mo. 8d.

FIRST FRENCH LESSONS. Fourth
Edition Revised. Crown 8vo. is.

EASY FRENCH PASSAGES FOR
UNSEEN TRANSLATION. Third
Edition revised. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

EASY FRENCH EXERCISES ON
ELEMENTARY SYNTAX. With
Vocabulary. Second Edition. Crown
8vo. 2s. 6d. Key 35. net.

FRENCH VOCABULARIES FOR
REPETITION : Arranged according
to Subjects. Seventh Edition. Fcap.
8vo. is.

SCHOOL EXAMINATION SERIES

Edited by A. M. M. STEDMAN, M.A. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d.

FRENCH EXAMINATION
PAPERS IN MISCELLANEOUS
GRAMMAR AND IDIOMS. By
A. M. M. STEDMAN, M.A. Tenth
Edition

.

A Key, issued to Tutors and
Private Students only, to be had
on application to the Publishers.

Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo.

6s. net.

LATIN EXAMINATION PAPERS
IN MISCELLANEOUS GRAM-
MAR AND IDIOMS. By A. M. M.
Stedman, M.A. Ninth Edition.

Key {Third Edition) issued as

above. 6s. net.

GREEK EXAMINATION PAPERS
IN MISCELLANEOUS GRAM-
MAR AND IDIOMS. By A. M. M.
Stedman, M.A. Fifth Edition.

Key [Second Edition) issued as

above. 6s. net.

GERM AN EXAMINATION
PAPERS IN MISCELLANEOUS
GRAMMAR AND IDIOMS. By
R. J. Mokich, Manchester. Fifth
Edition.
Key (Second Edition) issued as

above. 6s. net.

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY EX-
AMINATION PAPERS. By C. H.
Spence, M.A., Clifton College.

Second Edition.

SCIENCE EXAMINATION
PAPERS. By R. E. Steel, M.A.,
F.C.S. In two vols.

Part 1. Chemistry ; Part 11. Physics.

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE EX-
AMINATION PAPERS. By A.
M. M. Stedman, M.A. Third
Edition.
Key (Second Edition) issued as
above. 7s. net.

Printed by T. and A. Constable, Printers to Her Majesty

at the Edinburgh University Press





I mmim,y,!t!Y.
E*Sny LIBRARIES

3 9090 014 533 471

Seaverns
SK
285
B39
1899






