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LETTERS ON PROPHECY,

IN CONTINUATION, &c.

LETTER IX*

On the Apocalypse, and the true place of the Opeming
of tts Seventh Seal.

Sir—It may afford matter of just surprise, that com-
mentators, in their examination of the Apocalypse, have
paid so little attention to the description of it contained
in the command of our Lord addressed to the Apostle
(Rev. i. 19) : « Write the things which thou hast seen,
and the things which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter ;” subsequently explained to be the vision of
Christ walking amidst the seven golden candlesticks of
chap. i., the epistles to the seven Churches which ¢ are”
in Asia of chap. ii. & iii., and the things which must be
¢ hereafter” commencing at chap. iv. But instead of
attending to this clear chronological arrangement of the
several successive parts of the book, into the past, the pre-
sent, and the future or prophetic, it will be found that
they generally consider the epistles to the seven Churches
of chap. ii. & iii. as reaching far into, or perhaps to the
end of time; and the seals, on the other hand, described
in chap. vi.,, as commencing from the earliest period of
Christianity ; nor is there any one commentator who con-

* This Letter was inserted in ¢ The Christian Herald,” for December 1832,
a quarterly publication on Prophecy, edited by an Irish Clergyman of the estab-

lished church.
B



2 LETTERS ON PROPHECY,

siders the epistles as relating to the then present state of
the seven Churches, and as written for their support
and encouragement during the period of Pagan perse-
cution; and who makes the first seal immediately suc-
ceed to them, and introduce the final judgments upon
Paganism and Pagan Rome: the revelation of which was
also designed to give them an assurance that these perse-
cutions should be speedily avenged.

The universally received opinions relative to the more
complex portion of the book which treats of ¢ the things
which must be hereafter,” are also equally defective ; for,
as it must be admitted that prophecy is but history
anticipated, an historical prophecy unchronologically ar-
ranged would be as great a solecism as any ancient or
modern history that was so. Yet every commentator who
has hitherto written on the Apocalypse, by erroneously
understanding the mention of the seventh seal having been
opened, which occurs at chap. viii. 1, to be an introduc-
tion to the events of that seal, has committed the greatest
possible chronological error: embracing in the midst of the
seals, and therefore amidst the events of time, the eternal
state of the glorified Church, represented by the vision of
the palm-bearing multitude before the throne, of the pre-
ceding chapter (vii. 9—17); so that no chronological
arrangement of the Apocalypse has as yet even been pro-
posed, seeing that eternity has thus been umniversally intro-
duced between the sixth and seventh seals.

The Apocalypse, however, will be found really to con-
sist of three chronological histories, viz.: The seven seals,
contained in chap. vi. and vii., concluding with the vision
of the eternal state; the seven trumpets, consisting of
chap. viii. to x. 7, concluding (like the prophecy of Da-
niel, chap. xii. 7) with the vision of Christ assuring his
Church, by the solemnity of an oath, that he regards their
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sufferings and sets bounds to their duration ; and the little
opened book (Rev. x. 8, to xiv.), concluding with the
great judgment of the treading of the winepress of Arma-
geddon. Again, chap. xvii. to the end of the volume,
consists of three explanations, by the interpreting angel,
of the three preceding histories, concluded respectively by
the three following and other terminating texts, viz.:
chap. xix. 9 : ¢ Write—these are the true sayings of God ;”
chap. xxi. 5: ¢ Write—for these words are true and faith-
ful ;” and chap. xxii. 6: ¢ These sayings are faithful and
trne.” And lastly, the intervening chapters (xv. and xvi.)
are an appendix or supplement, containing the last judg-
ments of the vials of wrath, which being common alike
to the three main histories, of seals, trumpets, and little
opened book, are referred to in each of them, at the place
where the events are to be chronologically introduced.
This arrangement, which is strictly chronological, will
also be found upon examination to explain all the diffi-
culties and peculiarities of the text. The first which occurs,
is, that after six seals have been described in chap. vi.
as having been successively opened, each introducing a
distinct vision, we find in chap. vii. a perfectly new
vision introduced, without the mention of the opening
of the only remaining seventh and last seal ; which
circumstance is explained by the consideration that the
events of this last seal, viz., the seven vials of the wrath
of the Lamb poured out upon the Papal nations, being
placed in the supplement, as being common to all three
main histories, are therefore merely referred to in the
series of seals, by the words ¢ the great day of his wrath
is come” (Rev. vi. 17). And the events being thus
omitted, the opening of the seal is not mentioned, which
would otherwise naturally have ushered them in. The
vision of the sealing of the 144,000 of the symbolical
B 2
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seven angels, which had the seven vials full of the seven
last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I
will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”” The reason
of which repetition is, that the one text introduces the
two explanations belonging to the sealed book, or civil
history of the Roman Empire, and the other text intro-
duces the explanation of the little opened book, or its
ecclesiastical history. )

Another obvious peculiarity of the book, also unac-
counted for by any existing theory of interpretation, is,
the repetition of certain other texts, which, from their cha-
racter and the office.they fulfil, may be called termi-
nating texts. First, between Rev. xzix. 8 and 11, where
we find the two following : ¢ Write :....These are the true
sayings of God;—And I fell at his feet to worship him;
and he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fel-
low-servant.” Secondly, between Rev. xxi. 2 and xxi. 9
where are the five following : ¢ Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he will dwell with them,....and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes’ *—¢ Write:
for these words are true and faithful”—< It is done+”—
] am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end”—
I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely.” Thirdly, between. Rev. xxii. 2,
and the end of the volume ; where are the five following :
¢ The. throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and
his servants shall serve him”’—¢ These sayings are faithful
and true”—* And when I had heard and seen, I fell down
to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things ; then saith he unto me, See thou do it not:
for I am thy fellow-servant”—¢ 1 am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end ”” — ¢ Whosoever will, let him

® The parallel passage to this occurs at the end of the main history of the
western Roman empire, Rev. vii. 16—17.
+ This corresponds with the clese of the supplementary history, Rev. xvi. 17.
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make myself intelligible. In truth, I have a much higher
motive to actuate me than could be supplied by desire of
literary distinction, even were that within my reach ; for
finding, after twenty years, that this my one talent, which,
as I must believe, has been committed to me for the be-
nefit of the Church, has been hitherto unproductive ; it
becomes of vital importance that it should be made clear
that this result has not been owing to any indifference on
my part; but to the apathy of others, to whom I have
vainly laboured, during the long period above referred
to, to make known the character and meaning of this
portion of the sacred volume.

This long and painful trial, however, may perhaps, in-
dependently of other advantages, have better qualified me
to expound the import of the roll of the prophet Ezekiel,
and the little book of St. John, being sweet as honey in
the mouth, but bitter in the belly. The revelations, when
first made, through the influence of the Spirit of God,
to the mind of man, of any truths contained in his holy
word, are indeed sweet as honey; but a.long period of
bitterness must be expected to succeed, when we attempt
to communicate these truths to others.

I am, &c.

London, November, 1832.
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(pages 2, 77, and 78,) where I had named him as the fu-
ture last head of the Roman empire, I have now corrected
the passages by substituting the words ¢ the last Anti-
christ.” T should perhaps on the present occasion, as be-
fore, have thought it expedient to be entirely silent on the’
subject of prophecy in general, while so great an obscu-
rity rested on any part of it, but a consideration of the
matarity of the times, and our evident approach also to
the period of the expected explanation, will prevent me
from binding myself again to a similar abstinence.

I beg to observe in conclusion that the only alteration
that has ever taken place in my views with respect to this
Tast prophecy of Daniel is, that, in the year 1823, I was
led by the course of events to discover, that instead of the
eleventh and twelfth chapters forming one continued pro-
phecy, as I and all others who had ever read or written
on this portion of the Scriptures had supposed, they con-
stitute a prophecy together with its interpretation, or ex-
planatory portion, given by the attendant angel ; which'
latter commences at chap. xii. 8, with the words ¢ I heard
but I understood not; then said I, O my Lord, what shall
be the end ?” &c. &c. Of which discovery it is not neces-
sary here to explain the great importance; but I have
never changed my opinion as to the literal interpretation of
Dan. xi. 21 to 45, or considered it otherwise, than as pro-
fessedly describing throughout the actions of a single indi-
vidual; whatever anomaly I have latterly been compelled
to admit there must be in the fulfilment of the concluding
verses of it: and to alter my views now, though the difficulty
still exists, would be to me more than a difficulty, it would
be an impossibility.

It will then appear that the chronological arrangement
of the text (which forms so important a feature in the in-
vestigation of the Apocalypse), has, with respect to this

c2 -
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NOTE 1.

In the history of the Roman empire, the actions of a single king only
are narrated, Louts XVI., the immediate predecessor of the great
object of the prophecy—page 11, line 32.

The literal interpretation of Dan. xi. 20 is as follows:—* Then shall
stand up in his own place” or station (super basi sui—luculenter con-
stet exprimi sedem alicujus rei firmam cui ipsa innititur.—Geierus, in loc.)
“ an exactor of money™ (incitator pecunis.—Venema, in loc.) “causing
the glory of the kingdom to pass away" (transire faciens decus regni.—
Venema, in loc.), “but within few days he shall be destroyed, not in the
fury of battle” (morte peribit infaustd, quam nulla tamen comitabitur
gloria bellica, quomodo alias reges occumbere quandoque solent, fortiter,
in ir4 justa, dimicando adversus hostes.—Geierus, in loc.)

NOTE II

The Infidel Antichrist in his last manifestation, or ascent, as it ts
termed, from the bottomless pit—page 16, line 4.

In the same manner as, at the French revolution of the year 1792, a
first rise of the infidel Beast of the bottomless pit took place, as de-
scribed in Rev. xi. 7—12, who then made war against the truths of
Christ, contained in the witnessings of the two testaments; which war
ended in the defeat of the malice of the enemy, and in the exaltation of
these two witnesses in the sight of all men,—and as the western Ro-
mhan empire, soon after it had passed into this its first infidel state, then
obtained a head or ruler in the person of Napoleon the Great, emperor
of the French. So we are informed by prophecy (Rev. xvii. 8—14) that
the result of the second great revolution of the Continent, now about
commencing, will be a second ascent of ‘the beast of the bottomless
pit,” or a second manifestation and out-pouring of infidelity upon the
face of the Roman earth, of a more virulent nature even than the
former ; for whereas infidelity was then represented as making war
only against the revealed truths of the gospel; it is against Christ him-
self and his saints, on this second occasion, that the rage of the infidel
nations is directed ; for it is said, * These shall make war with the
Lamb ;" but their attempts on this occasion also will fail, and they will
again *imagine a vain thing,” for it is added, “the Lamb shall over-
come them.” The western Roman empire in this its second infidel state
will also as formerly be brought under the rule of an individual, who
will be the leader of the confederation against Christ and his saints;
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the empire itself; but this is entirely agreeable to that law by which in
common language the head is often used as a synonime for the whole
body ; and the correct sense of each passage in which it occurs must,
in all such cases, as it easily may, in the instances above referred to, be
determined by the context.

NOTE III.

Nearly twenty years ago I was enabled to point out, from the study of
" prophecy, the course of events which tn the political history of the
Roman empire should precede the manifestation of its eighth head—
page 16, line 29.

The anticipations of events, in the Combined View of the Prophecies
here referred to, were as follows :—

1st. Respecting the fall of tmperial France to make way for the tyran-.
nical reigns of imperial Austria and imperial Rome.
Extract from a Letter dated April 1813—See Combined View, &ec. 1st
Edit. Preface, page iv.

¢ Franee would not recover from her present state.”—*¢ The French
¢ empire could not be of any very long duration.”

“ France, one of the kingdoms represented by the iron toes of the
“ Great Image—her tyrannical reign under her present ruler*—the
“ fature tyrannical reigns of Rome and Austria."—Do. 1st Edit. 1814,
p. 135.

Note * ¢ The reader is requested to bear in mind that this interpre-
¢ tation of the vision of the Great Image was written while Buonaparte
“ was emperor of France."—Do. do. do.
2ndly. Respecting the judgment of the fifth vial upon the kingdom of

France.

Extract from A Combined View, &ec. 2nd Edit. published 8 May, 1815.—

See prefixed Chart.
“ Vial 5. Commences 1st March, 1815."

“ The fifth vial foretells a-dreadful retribution on the kingdom of
“ France, which after having been a scourge to other nations, is herself
“ to experience the greatest miseries—and I am disposed to believe that
“ the judgments of this vial are now about to commence.........This note
« dated 8th April, 1815, printed 18th April, 1815.”—Do. 2nd Edit.
1815, page 111 & 112.

« The fifth vial, the period of which I apprehend is yet future, is
« poured out upon ° the seat of the Beast’ of the bottomless pit, or of
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“ On the same principles on which I formerly thought that the Aus-
“ trians would succeed against the Neapolitans, I am bound to say now
“ (the opinion here given was against the current expectation of the
¢ time) that I think the French will succeed in putting down the
¢ Spaniards ; namely, that the Continent may be so under pressure that
¢ there may be ground for the future great revolution of the seventh
“ Apocalyptic vial.”
6thly. Respecting the breaking forth of the revolution of the seventh

vial, and the consequent rise of Antichrist to the throne of Rome.

Extract from A Combined View, &ec. 1st Edit. 1814, page 464.
* On the pouring out of the seventh vial the second * Great Earth-
quake' of the Apocalypse will take place—it will be apparently of
wider extent than the earthquake of the year 1792....the great papal
continent will then become divided into three great coexistent states,
—the eighth head of the Roman empire will now arise, that is Buona-
parte will place himself upon the throne of Rome, which, after having
been successively the seat of Paganism and Popery, will become the
seat of Infidelity.”
* The convulsions predicted on the first pouring out of the seventh
vial will bring to him" (Buonaparte) * a great accession of power."—
Do. 2nd Edit. 1815, p. 479.

¢ The rise of Antichrist in his last form, as eighth head or sovereign
¢ of the empire, has always been expected to take place at the pouring
“ out of the seventh vial, the ground of which expectation is that the
“ Papal Roman empire, the Great City of Rev. xvi. 19, then assumes a
‘ tripartite division; but it appears, that Rome and Austria will form
“ two of these states, (the third being uncertain,) and it is an unques-
“ tionable prophetic truth that whosoever shall become at that time
¢ emperor or sovereign of Rome, necessarily thus becomes eighth and
¢ last head of the empire, and therefore the Antichrist of the last days,
¢ under whom the Roman empire will go into perdition."—Do. 2nd
Edit. 1826, p. 483.

¢ How long it may be before this revolution of the seventh vial takes
¢ place, which has thus been looked forward to, from the first, as the
¢ period of the reappearance, in power, of the infidel Antichrist of the
“ last days, we have no means of deciding, and though all things ap-
“ pear to be nearly politically prepared for the last great crisis, yet the
¢ unprepared state, even of the spiritual Church of Christ, for the ad-
¢« vent of her Lord, and the clear intimations of prophecy, (Rev. xiv. 8
“ and 9—11, xviii, 1—3 and 4-5,) that she hath yet two great prepa-

-
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have correctly interpreted unfulfilled prophecy, I must now confess, that
I originally expected all these events to be crowded into a much shorter
space, and to take place before the year 1823. The cause of which was
that the restoration of the Jews or the termination of the dispersed and
scattered condition of that hely people, an event occurring at the close
of the period of the seventh vial, is mentioned in Dan. xii. 7, and the an-
nouncement of the year 1823, or of the termination of a period of 1290
years from the authorized establishment of the Papacy, follows in verse
11; and from its not being then at all known by any one that the first
epoch is stated in the prophecy itself, and the second in the explanation
thereof given by the attendant angel, the close of the seventh vial, and
the epoch of the year 1823, were considered as mentioned in connection
with each other, and as standing in chronological order, and the former
was hence necessarily considered as either preceding, or at the latest
coinciding with the latter.

It was not, it may be farther observed, till the course of events had led
to the adoption of a correct view of Dan. xi. and xii., s consisting of a
prophecy followed by its explanation, and partly through the means of
that discovery, that the character also of the latter portion of the Apoca-
lypse, chap. xvii. to xxii. as consisting of three explanations, by the
attendant angel, of its three preceding distinct prophecies was also dis-
covered, and the scheme of the general structure of that wonderful book
completed. 1 would now also be equally forward to discover and make
known any farther error; entertaining a just confidence, founded alone
upon the perfection of the subject which I have undertaken to discuss, that
if ever events shall hereafter call upon me to do so, (though this in my
estimation is rendered highly improbable by the scheme of prophetic
interpretation being now so completed,) it will be upon  intelligible
grounds; and with a result which, as in the former instance, will rather
entitle me to the thanks, than expose me to the censure of those who
are interested with me in the rational, scientific, and reverential inves-
tigation of the Prophetic Scriptures.
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LETTER XI.

On the opinions of the Church relative to Antiochus Eps-
phanes, as a supposed subject of prophecy.

Ir has been obeerved in the preceding letter, that the
whole narrative of Dan. xi. 21 to 45, was justly understood
by the earliest Fathers of the Church to refer alone to the
individual Antichrist of the last days; and I propose here,
in vindication of this most ancient interpretation, to inquire
into the causes which have led to some of these verses, viz.
21 to 30, being now by every commentator considered to re-
late to Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, an oppressor and
persecutor of the Jewish nation: in the course of which in-
quiry it will appear, that he was at one time supposed to be
treated of also in the succeeding verses, 31 to 45 of this
chapter, and made the principal subject also of Dan. vii. and
viii. until, through the gradual advance of prophetic know-
ledge, the passages which had been thus misapplied to him
came to be correctly referred to the Papal, Mahometan, and
Infidel Powers of the present Christian dispensation.
Josephus, who wrote in the first century, in his history of
the Antiquities of the Jews, (book x. chap. 14, and book xii.
chap. 7,) speaks of the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes, king
of Syria, as having been predicted in Dan. chap. viii. ;
which interpretation appears also to have been adopted by
the earliest ecclesiastical writers, while, as St. Jerome in-
forms us, they considered the main subject of Dan. vii. and
xi. to be the tndividual Antichrist of the last days, with
whose character it should be observed they were more fully
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‘“man*.” So also another Protestant controversialist says,
that it appears from 2 Thes. ii. 3, and Dan. vii. 8, &ec.
¢¢ that Antichrist is not simply an individual man, but an
order, succession, and establishment of men 1.” The Papists,
in repelling the charge of Antichristianism thus brought
against them, quoted the universal opinion and earliest tra-
dition of the Church, that -Antichrist was to be an indivi-
dual; and this point was in consequence warmly contested
between the parties; Cardinal Bellarmin being one of the
principal writers on the side of the Papacy, who thus ob-
serves, * We differ concerning Antichrist, properly so called,
whether he be an individual man ; for all Catholics think
Antichrist to be some single man; but all the heretics, above
quoted, teach that Antichrist, properly so called, is not a
single person, but a single throne or tyrannical government, or
the apostolical seat of those who preside over the Churchi.”
To the same effect, Aquipontanus, another Catholic writer,
says, ¢ Therefore from this and similar passages of sacred
« gcripture, the ancient Fathers gather and conclude the
¢¢ Antichrist concerning whom we now treat, to be one par-
¢¢ ticular and determinate man, as Irenzus, Tertullianus,
“ Hippolytus Martyr, Ambrosius, Chrysostomus, Hierony-
* mus, Augustinus, Hilarius, Theodoretus, Cyrillus Hieroso-
¢ lymitanus, Cyrillus Alexandrinus, Gregorius Magnus,
¢¢ Damascenus, Ephrem Syrus, Prosper, Beda, Haymo, and
“ the rest who have written upon Daniel or the Apaca-
“ lypse§.” The writers of the Reformed Church now con-

* Refutatio Antichristi quem describit Bellarminus.—Apocalyp. p. 492.

+ Disputatio Theologica quod Papa Romanus sit Antichristus ille de quo pro-
phetee et Apostoli preedixerunt, autore Georgio Sohn, p. 2.

1 Bellarminus de Romano Pontifice, lib. iii. cap. 21, p. 345.

§ Confutatio virulentee disputationis theologicee, in qus G. Sohn conatus est docere
Pontificem Romanum esse Antichristum a prophetis et Apostolis praedictum, p. 4.—
See also “ Malvenda de Antichristo,” lib. i, cap, 4.—“ Hager de singularitate Anti-
christi,’’ &c. &c.
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ceived that they recognized the Papacy not only in the pro-
phecies of Dan. vii. and Rev. xiii. where it is really spoken
of, but also in Dan. xi. 36 to 39, and Rev. xvii. 8 to 14,
which treat of other subjects. But notwithstanding these
errors in the interpretation of prophecy, some of the effects
of which yet remain, there was this important improvement
now introduced, that neither Antiochus Epiphanes, nor the
individual Antichrist of the last days, were any longer con-
sidered as the subject of Dan. vii. but that chapter was at
length correctly referred to its true object, the Antichristian
power of the Papacy.

Sir Isaac Newton, some time after this, pointed out that
Antiochus Epiphanes, who had for above sixteen hundred
years, that is, from the time of Josephus, been considered as
the subject of Dan. viii. could not be really described in it.
He therefore referred it himself to the Roman Power as
established in the East; in which he was followed by Bishop
Newton and other commentators. Mr. King, however, in
‘1788 *, and Mr. Whitaker, in 1795, were the first who gave
the true interpretation of this chapter, by showing that it
accurately describes the character and actions of Mahomet
and his successors, and thus completed another important
step in the progress of prophetic interpretation.

As the evident manifestation of the Papal Power enabled
commentators, at the period of the Reformation, to refer the
seventh chapter of Daniel to its right object ; so also we find
that the revelation of the Infidel power at the period of the
French Revolution introduced another important era of pro-
phetic discovery : for Mr. Kett, in his work on the prophe-
cies, published in the year 1799, first brought forward a new
interpretation of Dan. xi. 36 to 39, in which he considers
Infidelity to be described under the character of the wilful
king. There is this fault however in his interpretation, that

though he states that there are three Antichrists, (or, as he

* Morsels of Criticism, p. 463 to 502. )
D 2
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was referred by Bishop Newton to so early a period in his-
tory as that of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman
army under Titus, I was discouraged from farther prosecut-
ing the idea, as the chronology of the prophecy did not ap-
pear toadmit of it; and from the same cause, the dissent of
commentators, I was then also led to abandon an opinion I
+ justly entertained, derived from the history of the fall of
Jericho, that the plan of the Apccalypse must be that of a
double septenary. It was not therefore till many years
had elapsed, that is till the year 1813, that having given my
attention more decidedly to the subject, and discovered that
my original idea respecting the form of the Apocalypse was
correct, and having interpreted also the preceding prophe-
cies of Daniel, I again adverted to the 11th chapter, and
beginning with my old exposition of the 20th and 21st verses,
found, without meeting with a single difficulty, that all from
verse 21 to 39, had been regularly fulfilled by Napoleon
Buonaparte ; and that the text, verse 31, “and arms shall
stand on his part,” does not, as Bishop Newton and other
commentators of the Reformed Church have supposed, first
introduce the Roman empire into the prophecy, together
with a change in its character from biography to general
history, but continues the narrative of the actions of the in-
dividual mentioned in the preceding verses, referring to the
successes of the ‘“arms’ of Buonaparte in the year 1800,
commencing with the battle of Marengo, by which, on his
return from his Egyptian expedition, he re-established the
fallen fortunes of the French nation; and that the next
clause, ¢ they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and
place the abomination that maketh desolate,” does not allude,
as they have also supposed, to the ensigns of the Roman
army under Titus, as being the objects of idolatrous worship,
but (as a technical prophetic term for the establishment of
idolatry) relates to the formal re-establishment by Buonaparte-
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kings where the prophecy passes from Antiochus the Great
to the present times, by referring to the similar previous
omission where it passes from Xerxes to Alexander the Great,
that 1 was only repeating the argument which had been
vsed above 1500 years before by St. Jerome for a similar
end. His words are, ¢ Our interpreters consider all these
« things to be predicted concerning the Antichrist who is to
“ come in the last days; and when this appears to be ob-
¢¢ jected to them, why the prophetic narrative has omitted
‘¢ 30 many persons from Seleucus (verse 20) to the end of the
¢ world, they reply that in the former part of the history
“ where the kings of Persia were treated of, only four
¢ kings were introduced after Cyrus, king of the Persians,
¢ and many intervening being passed over, it brought us
¢ immediately to Alexander the Great, king of Macedon;
“ and that this is the manner of holy writ, not to narrate
¢ every thing, but to set forth those things which appear
. ¢ to be of most importance.,” There is also a striking
coincidence between my interpretation and the most ancient
one, where, commenting upon those words (verse 39) ¢ he
shall divide the land for gain,” or for a reward, I have ex-
plained it of Buonaparte’s having conferred territorial rights,
together with corresponding titles of nobility and dotations
of land in the countries subdued by him, upon the marshals,
generals, and soldiers of his army. St. Jerome having,
ages before, anticipated, ftom the plain language of the pro-
phecy, that ¢ the Antichrist of the last days, shall divide
¢t the land amongst his army*.”

The error of commentators in universally misapplying
Dan. xi. 21—30 to Antiochus Epiphanes has of course
arisen from their having been led to continue the prophetic
history of the sovereigns of the Grecian empire beyond the
19th verse, where it terminates with the death of Antio-

* & Aqtichristus terram suo exercitui dividet’—Hieronymus in loc,
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not likely to be adequately appreciated even when pointéd
out.

In entering upon this inquiry it should be borne in
mind that we are not to be satisfied with merely insu-
lated passages corresponding with insulated events in the
life of Antiochus, even if many such.could be made out,
but that we must attend most especially to the chrono-
logical succession of the events, and to the relation which
one part of the prophecy bears to another. I have already
stated my full conviction that it describes the actions of
Napoleon the Great, and I cannot better illustrate the
character of the factitious application of it to Antiochus
Epiphanes, than by contrasting, in the few remarks which
I propose to make, the history of these two individuals.

In verse 21, the preceding king having been described
in the context as taken off by a violent and ignominiouns
death, the chief subject of the whole of this prophecy is in-
troduced in the following words: * In his estate shall stand
“ up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour
¢ of the kingdom, but he shall come in peaceably, and ob-
‘¢ tain the kingdom by flatteries.” By the epithet vile, by
which the individual here brought before us is distinguished,
his moral character is not intended to be described, but the
different clauses of the sentence being taken in connexion
with each other, we are directed to look to a person notable
for the peculiar manner of his elevation to the throne, as
being one who shall not immediately obtain it, because
from his inferior birth he shall have no natural right or
title to it; but who being contented ¢¢ peaceably ” and by
degrees to approach the concealed object of his ambition,
shall at length succeed through an artful policy, or ¢ by
¢ insiduous, treacherous dealings*: ”” consequently it is not
till we have arrived at an advanced period in his pro-
phetic history, that is at the 36th verse of this chapter,"

* Wintle on Daniel, in. loc.
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that he is honoured with the title of king. The true import
of this epithet ¢ vile,” as denoting inferiority of birth,
and not of character, has been especially noticed by Venema,
in his work dated a. p. 1752; who, though he upholds the
antiquated idea that Antiochus Epiphanes is equally the
subject of all the prophecies of Dan. vii., viii., and xi., has
written, I should conceive, by far the most laborious,
learned, and valuable disquisition extant, respecting him
as a subject of prophecy; in which however he does not
attempt to maintain the usual interpretation of this first
introductory passage as relating to him, but refers it to
Heliodorus, a private individual, who endeavoured to obtain
the kingdom of Syria, after having destroyed by poison his
sovereign Seleucus, the brother and predecessor of Antiochus;
and, in support of his opinion that it is by no means
personally applicable to Antiochus, adduces the subjoined
passage from Appianus, describing the manner of his as-
cending the throne of Syria. He had been formerly sent
by his father, Antiochus the Great, as a hostage to the
Romans, by all classes of whom he had been treated, as
appears from Livy, more like a king than a hostage; and
being reclaimed from them by his elder brother Seleucus,
then reigning king of Syria, who had sent his own son
Demetrius to be a hostage in his room, ¢‘ he was on his way
¢¢ home come as far as Athens, when Seleucus was slain by
¢ Heliodorus. But Eumenes (king of Pergamus) and
‘¢ Attalus, that they might bind Antiochus to them, being
“ now a little offended at, and jealous of the Romans,
¢¢ drove out Heliodorus, who affected the kingdom, and
¢ placed him in possession of it. He was called by the
 Syrians Epiphanes, or Illustrious, because strangers
““ usurping the kingdom, he appeared the vindicaior of
“ the dominion of his ancesiors *.” So that instead of re-

» Appiani liber Syrius, und Howel’s History of the World, vol. i. p. 609, or
Usher’s Annals.



ON ANTIOCHUS EP1PHANES. 43

sembling the individual described in the prophecy, as being
one to whom they should not give the honour of the
kingdom, because he was of inferior birth, Antiochus
Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus the Great, and the bro-
ther of the late king, was one to whom they did give
the kingdom, and with it the surname of * the Illustrious,”
which afterwards united with the title of divinity was
stamped upon his coin; on this account, that being the
only one who could lawfully ascend the throne, whilst his
nephew Demetrius was forcibly detained as a hostage at
Rome, he had been manifested, or shone forth, in his
native splendour, as it ‘were a divine vindicator of the
rights of his royal house, when a stranger had usurped
the kingdom *. And had commentators liberty of choice to
find out a sovereign, the circumstances attending the com-
mencement of whose reign, as authenticated by history,
should present the most striking contrast to the descrip-
tion given in the prophecy, a more decided one could not
easily have been met with.—On the other hand, in apply-
ing it to Napoleon, we find those peculiarities in his situation
and character which have distinguished his rise to the
throne .from that of all his predecessors, to be here most
accurately described ; who, in his conversations during his
captivity, is reported to have made the following observa-
tion. ¢ What is most extraordinary, and I believe unpar-
“ralleled in history is, that I rose from being a private

* % Quando Antiochus pronis animis a populo receptus est, que decla-
ratns, simul iwiparis Epiphanes, illustris seu Deus preesens cognominatus, quod
peregrinis regnum usurpantibus, quee Appiani verba sunt, Cacirsd; exsios Sp9n,
avite ditionis adsertor exortus suis adluzerit.—Venema, p. 516.

Imo tantum abest, ut ignominioso, ut honorificentissimo titulo fuerit in principio
regni condecoratus iauars Epiphanes a populo dictus, l/ustris non simpliciter, sed
quasi Deus presens, qui decus regni a peregrino raptum, reddidit domui regie.
—Hunc enim esse tituli sensum, intellecto nomine 9s05, dudum docuerunt, et ex
nummis illustrarunt, Eruditissimi Viri, Vaillant. Ez. Spéuhemius et H. Valesius.—

Venema, p. 519.









46 LETTERS ON PROPHECY.

brother Jason, who by a bribe of 360 talents of silver,
procured a transfer of the high-priesthood to himself, as
related in 2 Mac. iv. 10. Or by some Jason himself is
considered to be described, who three years later was, in his
turn, deposed by Antiochus, in favour of Menelaus, and, as
in the former case, through the influence of a bribe,—see
2 Mac. iv. 23—27; so that he who in the prophecy is re-
presented, in the most direct terms, as a party in a war, and
as broken and overwhelmed by the arms of the person of
inferior birth, is according to the usual interpretations con-
sidered to be one wholly unconcerned in any war, but dis-
possessed in a time of peace of his civil office, through a
corrupt influence ; and ¢ the league” consequently, men-
tioned at the beginning of the next verse, is not interpreted
of a cessation of hostilities, but of a private negotiation,
relative to this mercenary and nefarious transaction, alto-
gether unconnected with military events* ; than which cer-
tainly nothing can be more arbitrary and unsatisfactory.
Other commentators have proposed Demetrius, Antiochus,
the Romans, Ptolemy Philopator, Trypho, Judeus Macca-
beus, Matthias, or Hyrcanus; so that Venema observes they
appear to have adopted ‘ anything that first came to hand,
““and leave the reader far more uncertain than he was
¢ before.” But in reference to the application of this pas-
sage to the life of Napoleon Buonaparte, it is to be observed
that the Pope, who bore the sacred character of the nominal
spiritual head of the Christian Church, and was at the same
time a temporal Prince, was most deeply interested in the
invasion of Italy during the years 1796 and 1797+, it being one

© % “Though Antiochus had made a league with Jason the new high-priest."—
Bishop Newton.

+ Buonaparte to the Directory—Head Quarters, Tolentino, 10 Ventose (19th
Feb. 1797.)— 1 shall send you immediately the ten standards which we have taken
¢ from the Pope in the different actions we have had with his troops.”’—Debrett’s
State Papers, vol. vi. p.49.
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of the main objects of the French Directory in undertaking
it “ to intimidate or annihilate and dethrone the Pope*,”
whose troops coming into hostile collision with those of Buo-
naparte, after the armies of the Emperor of Austria and
the King of Sardinia had been broken and dispersed, was
obliged to purchase by great sacrifices an armistice, (or, as
it is termed in the prophecy; a *league,”) concluded be-
tween the parties on 23d June, 1796.

In verse 24, it is said, * And he shall do that which his
¢ fathers have not done, nor his fathers’ fathers: he shall
¢ scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches.” Of
which prediction Venema is unable in this period of the history
of Antiochus to find any satisfactory fulfilment, and therefore
with Bishop Newton and others, and by the aid of the
hypothesis before alluded to, refers it chiefly to those acts
of extravagance which were exhibited by him towards the
latter end of his reign. But, referring now to a more
correct interpretation of this prophecy, we may observe
that the prospect of recruiting their impaired finances from
the resources of Italy, is stated to have been ome of the
chief incentives with the French Directory to its invasion ;
and it was also the particular boast of Buonaparte, that
finding his army destitute of every thingat the beginning
of this war, he not only amply provided for its mainte-
nance for two years by the spoils of the conquered country,
but moreover sent 30 millions of livres to Paris, for the use
of the government; and thus by combining the lust of
plunder which influenced the barbarians of the north, in
their ancient invasion of the Roman empire, with a degree
of skill and science in war which could only have been
found in a society in its most advanced state; as well as
by the recklessness with which he seized and transferred

* Scott’s Life of Napoleon, vol. iii. p. 95.
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the event the prophecy describes, they are entirely supposi-
tious and imaginary. And here I may be allowed to remark,
as demonstrating at once the little agreement there is be-
tween the prophecy and the life of Antiochus, that though
the wars of the vile person have been hitherto described in
three verses (22 to 24), in all their varieties of circum-
stances, as first those of overwhelming success—then a tem-
porary truce—next his establishing himself in the conquered
country—then his distribution of the spoil—and lastly, his
laying siege to the fortified places, the wars of Antiochus
were not yet begun; for his invasion of Egypt, which was
the first he was engaged in, is not supposed by those who
apply the prophecy to him, to be spoken of till the 25th
verse : and it is this which has given occasion for the theory
of Venema, who, meeting the difficulty by supposing the
three first verses to contain a summary of the whole actions
of his life, considers that its detailed history does really
commence with verse 25. His forecasting his devices
against the strong holds, mentioned in verse 24, he accord-
ingly refers to his plundering the temples for the sake of
their riches during his whole life; but especially to that
last act, which immediately preceded his death—his at-
tempt to spoil the temple of Diana at Elymais. But on
referring it to the life of Napoleon, and to his campaign in
Italy, no such difficulties of interpretation occur, for the
reduction of the castle of Milan, and the blockade of
Mantua, the latter of which fortresses, from its strength and
position, is denominated the key of Italy, the capture or
relief of which were the great objects held in view during
the remainder of the campaign by the contending armies,
and whose eventual surrender was the reward of Buona-
parte’s various successful battles, occupies here its true
chronological place.
Venema observes upon the following verses, 25 and 26,
E
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religious privileges, and also the most celebrated maritime
nation of the latter days*. It is farther said, that on his
return ‘¢ he shall have intelligence with them that forsake
¢ the Holy Covenant,” which is interpreted of Antiochus’s
having intelligence with those Jews who forsook the in-
terests of their own nation, some of whom came and invited
him to invade Judea+t. But which, as referred to these
latter days, and to Napoleon Buonaparte, would imply that
on his return from his Egyptian expedition, indignant at
the repulse he had there met with, he had intelligence and
communication with traitors to the British mation ; upon
which I formerly remarked as follows, in my work pub-
lished in ¥814:—¢ What ¢ntelligence, communication, or
‘¢ correspondence Buonaparte had at this time with those
¢ British subjects, who were traitors to their government,
“ or had forsaken the Holy Covenant, (from whom, as we
“ may suppose, he endeavoured to learn how he might best
¢ work the destruction of England,) is not I believe men-
¢ tioned in any history ; for as the treachery which caused
¢ the overthrow of the armies of the Emperor of Austria
¢ in the year 1796, was chiefly known by its success, and
¢ from Buonaparte’s having availed himself of it; so the
¢ traitorous correspondence here referred to, not having
¢ been attended with any visible result, is perhaps still
<«¢ undiscovered. We may however well imagine, that as

* The blind infatuation with which, despising our birthright, we are at the present
time endeavouring to divest ourselves nationally of our Protestant and Christian cha-
racter, which has so long been our security, distinguishing us from the rest of the
nations of the old Roman empire; and the recent event of the deliverance of
Jerusalem from Turkish bondage, constitute two of the most decided tokens of the
rapidly advancing maturity of the times ; or of the uear approach of the awful close
of the Gentile dispensation, by the destruction of the whole Roman empire, and
restoration of the ancient Israel to their former supremacy.

+ ¢ INli vero ad Antiochum se receperunt, eique supplicarunt ut ipsis ducibus in
 Judeeam irrumperet.’’—Josephus, quoted hy Bishop Newton.
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single word in the Hebrew for Ais, and his own, the pro-
nominal affix 9, the ambiguity is the same in the original as
in the English; and I have clearly on this occasion taken no
other ‘¢ liberty’ than all the Fathers of the Church, the
venerable Reformers, have necessarily done, who, trans-
lating the single Hebrew affix y ¢ his,” understand it re-
flectively or demonstratively, as the context may require.
Not to go far for an instance, where it is used reflectively
for ¢ his own,” the sense required for my interpretation of
Dan. xi. 20, we refer to ver. 36 of this chapter, where it
is said, ¢ The king shall do according to A¢s will ;”” in which
passage it is obviously ¢ Ais own will” that is spoken of.

Whether the complete phrase, translated  Then shall
¢ stand up in his estate,” can ever be properly considered
as describing, in the original, the succession of one individual
to the estate or place of another, may admit of a question,
which our version leaves undecided. That it may properly
describe a person appearing in Ats own estate, or appointed
place, is undoubted. The literal translation is, ‘¢ Then
¢ shall stand up upon his base,” which Wintle, in his work
upon Daniel, translates in the same manner as I have re-
spectively understood the passagesin my Combined View,
viz. Dan. xi. 20, he renders ¢ Then shall stand up upon his
“ base, or bottom ;” and the next verse, 21, he translates,
« Then shall succeed him a contemptible person, on whom
¢« they shall not confer the royal dignity, but he shall come
¢ in privily and secure the kingdom by flatteries ;” adding
the following observation : ¢ I have varied the expression,
¢¢ lest the repetition should sound harsh or offensive,
¢« though I wished to retain it in the first instance, as ex-
s« pressive of the literal sense of the Hebrew *.”

Geierus, admitting only the literal sense of the Hebrew,

* Wintle on Daniel, pp. 43, 44, & 180,
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occasion, - that in verses 7, 20, & 21, this phrase designates
< the royal station in which any king fixes his seat ;> and
that these texts, where the Hebrew phrase occurs, ¢ suffi-
¢ ciently refute the opinion of Cardinal Bellarmin, who,
¢ strengthening himself by the authority of the Latin
¢ version of Theodoretus, would have it to be equivalent
 to the Latin phrase ¢ in loco,’—* in the place of ;* which
¢ no one in the least skilled in the Hebrew language can
« fail to see is quite irregular, for it does not appear in
“ any instance that the phrase 133 by ©in his estate,” ever
 means, in the place or turn of another, as Maldona-
““ tus contends ‘with sufficient audacity.” Venema also
confirms the statement of Geierus, so far as to affirm that
« it never denotes a successor, or one who stands up in the
« place of another *.”

Mr. Faber, therefore, instead of calling upon me to give
up my interpretation of the last prophecy of Daniel, from
ver. 20 downward, because I cannot of course interpret
¢ then shall stand up in his estate,” as implying that
Louis XVI. was the successor to the estate, or stood up in
the place of Antiochus the Great, but must understand it
that Louis XVI. stood up in Ais own estate, would, if
deference is to be paid to the opinion of those commentators
who appear to have given the most attention to the critical
examination of the phrase, perhaps do well to reject every
other meaning of it than that which my interpretation of
the prophecy here requires.

Lastly, Mr. Faber’s representation that the liberty of
interpreting the phrase in two different ways, in verses 20
and 21, is ““necessary” for my application of the prophecy
to Louis XVI. and Napoleon Buonaparte, is obviously erro-
neous ; as the reader is perfectly free, as far as this is con-
cerned, either with Wintle, to read ver. 20, (asI have also

-~

* ¢ Non successorem designat.””—Venema, p. 506.
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and individuals turn their attention. The origin of our
troubles proceeded from financial derangements*.”

* But it was owing to a secondary cause that the American
War became instrumental to the Revolution. It involved
the Crown in such difficulties and distresses, as compelled
it at length, of necessity, to throw itself for support upon
the people; thereby affording them such an opportunity
for speaking, thinking, and acting freely, as (excepting the
licentiousness of the civil wars) three centuries had not be-
fore shown to France.+”

¢ Mr. Necker was displaced in May, 1781 ; and by the ill
management of the finances afterwards, during the extrava-
gant administration of M. Calonne, the revenue of France,
which was nearly twenty-four millions sterling per year,
was become unequal to the expenditure, not because the
revenue had decreased, but because the expenses had in-
creased ; and this was the circumstance the nation laid
hold of to bring forward a revolution.”

¢¢ It will be necessary here to show how taxes were for-
merly raised in France: the king, or rather the court or
ministry, acting under the use of that name, framed the
edicts for taxes at their own discretion, and sent them to
the parliament to be registered, for till they were registered
by parliament they were not operative. Disputes had
long existed between the court and the parliament with
respect to the extent of the parliament’s authority on this
head. The court insisted that the authority of parliament
went no farther than to remonstrate, or show reasons against
the tax, reserving to itself the right of determining whether

.® Speech of Count Corvetto, on presenting a plan for the budget to the French
Chamber of Deputies, on the 14th Nov. 1816,
+ Dodsley’s Annual Register, 1787, p. 176.
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“ The practice of calling upon the parliament, or courts
of justice, to enregister the king’s edicts, did not originate
in an idea of their communicating any authority or force to
those laws, nor even with a view of receiving their approba-
tion, but merely as notaries to record and authenticate their
existence. The parliaments, however, as their popularity
and power increased, assumed a right of judging whether
these edicts were injurious to the public; and if it was de-
termined in the affirmative, they, under colour of a sort of
legal fiction, refused to register them, for they pretended
that being injurious to the people, and contrary to the
king’s wisdom, justice, or clemency, they did not believe
them to be the king’s real acts, but considered them as an
imposition practised by his ministers. In troublesome times,
or under weak administrations, this opposition was fre-
quently successful ; but if the governing power was firm
and determined, the king had recourse to what was called
a Bed of Justice; that is, he went in person, attended by
several of the great officers of state, to authenticate and
confirm his own deed, in the presence of the parliament, all
the members of which had previous notice to attend ; and as
all debate was precluded by his presence, he had nothing
farther to do, than to order the edict to be registered, a
command which he saw executed on the spot *.”

Sir Walter Scott, in the introductory chapters to his Life
of Napoleon, gives a similar statement relative to the cause
and origin of the French revolution, beautifully illustrative
of the text under consideration.

« The monarchical government of France,” he observes,
“ might have been entire at this moment, had the state of the
finances of the kingdom permitted the monarch to temporize

* Dodsley’s Annual Register, 1789, page 8.
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political commotion, or «great earthquake,” (the com-
mencement of those final judgments by which the present con-
stitution of the world will be destroyed,) the regal ¢sun”
suffered total eclipse, and ¢ became black as sackcloth of
hair ;”—the symbolical ‘* moon” also ¢ became as blood,”
when the queen perished on the scaffold ;—and the < stars ™
fell from heaven when all the orders of nobility were
abrogated.—Thus the whole political ¢ heaven,” or system
of the French government, passed away, as it were a scroll
rolling itself together, to make way alone for that ¢ new
heaven and new earth” wherein dwelleth righteousness:
and those things that are shaken, as things that are made,
were removed, ‘¢ that those things which cannot be shaken”
may be established and remain. :

FINIS.
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