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TRAVELS 

THROUGH 

LAPLAND. 

CHAPTER I. 

Departure from Kengis—A heavy Shower of Ram—Pafage by the 

Cataracts—Arrival at Kollare—Smoke ufed in the Houfes for the 

Purpofe of keeping off the numberlefs InfeSis—Country near Kollare 

—Meet with a mof fkilful Boatman—Dangers and Difficulties 

fur mounted under his ConduSi—More of the Cat ar a Sis—The Boats 

drawn for a confderable Difiance over the Land through a Wood— 

Fmbarr affluent caufed by the boggy Ground in the Wood—The 

CataraSi of Muonio-kojki: a fuccefsful Attempt to defend this Fall 

in a Boat. 

"ITTAVING fet out from Kengis, we did not change our boat 

till we reached Kollare, a diftance of twenty-two miles. 

We performed this voyage in twelve hours, in the courfe of which 

our boatmen had only five hours reft. We were furprifed by a 

heavy fall of rain, which poured upon us for half an hour in fuch 

Vol. II. B 2 large 



4 TRAVELS 

large drops, and with fuch violence, that we began to fear it would 

fill the boat. I had not feen fo copious a fhower fince I left Italy, 

nor did I think it ufual in this high latitude. The rain was fo 

round, and the drops fo large, that we loft fight of the furround¬ 

ing objects, infomuch that our view was confined to the diftancc 

of eight or ten feet all around us. This was the firft and only 

time we heard any thunder in our travels towards the North. 

Our tent hitherto had only been an encumbrance to us, but the 

period was approaching when we fhould find its ufe. In the pro- 

grefs of our navigation as far as Kollare, we encountered many ca¬ 

taracts, but we became fo accuftomed to them, that what at firft 

was a caufe of terror, became at length an objeCt of amufement. 

Once it happened that we got aground upon a rock in the middle 

of the river. Our Finlanders pufhed the boat on a large round 

ftone, fo that it hung on its furface, while we remained fufpended 

by our own equilibrium. Inftead of trembling at this fingular 

fituation, in which we could not continue a moment without im¬ 

minent danger of falling into the water, it excited in us an im¬ 

moderate fit of laughter; a circumflance which feemed greatly 

to furprife and divert our boatmen. 

The village of Kollare is inhabited by Finlandifh peafants, w'ho 

feem to be very much at-their eafe. The young woman we met 

at Kengis was come home, and had prepared for us beds, excel¬ 

lent milk, butter, and meat of the rein-deer in abundance. She 

was in the houfe with her mother and a girl of the neighbourhood; 

the male part of the family were gone a fifliing. This young per- 

fon 
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fon had a gaiety and natural vivacity very uncommon in a coun¬ 

try like this. Her figure was fine, though very tall, being near 

fix feet in height. She fpoke with eafe, and replied to our dumb 

ftiew by fmart repartees, at which we laughed upon truft, but 

which our interpreter found excellent, and full of wit and humour. 

The village is fituated upon a fmall ifiand, which is the property of 

the inhabitants. The ifiand is formed by the river Muonio, which 

here divides itfelf into two branches. The people cultivate barley, 

and have fome meadow grounds with excellent hay. 

The fir ft favour the women conferred upon us was to fill our 

room fo full of fmoke, that it brought tears in our eyes. Their 

intention wTas good, they wiflied to deliver us from the molefta- 

tion of the gnats ; and as a mean of very effectual prevention, they 

made a fecond fire near the entrance of the apartment to ftop the 

frefh myriads of thofe infedts which were ready to rufli in upon 

u$ from without. A thick fmoke is an objedt of great luxury in this 

part of the wTorld. Thofe infedts, which are the fcourge of that 

country, became indeed very troublefome to us; and our gauze 

veils and gloves could give us no protedlion againft their finging in 

our ears, and interrupting our fleep. Here our own refolution, as 

that of our fervants formerly, for the firft time, began to be ftiaken. 

The landfcape at this place is pleafing: all along the banks you 

have the birch and other trees, which form a contraft with the 

uniformity of the pines and the firs. The face of the country is 

rather flat, and it is only at a certain diftance that you difeover 

hills of fome fize. 

We 
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We had the good fortune to meet here four of the molt expe¬ 

rienced boatmen we had feen in the whole courfe of our travels. 

There was one of them called Simon, whom we named by way 

of eminence, the Bonaparte of the Cataracts. It it impoffible for 

me to give the reader an idea of the excellence of his tallies, his 

courage, his addrefs, the juftnefs of his eye in judging from the 

furface of the water the nature of the bottom, and in afeertain- 

ing, with the moft fcrupulous precifion, the depth of the river. 

Had it not been for the refolution and fteadinefs of this man, our 

expedition muft have ended at Kollare ; for the obftacles to be 

encountered between this place and Muonionifca are fo ferioufly 

difeouraging to common boatmen, that they would have refufed 

to a man to condudl us any farther. 

The palfage from Kollare to Muonionifca is a diftance of fixty- 

fix miles, entirely upon the river Muonio, and conftantly in oppo- 

fition to cataradls and the current. The fortitude and perfeve- 

rance with which thofe people bore this long and extraordinary 

labour, Ihew the altonifhing power of habit. Where the river 

was too ftrong and violent for our boats, which owing to the 

weight they carried drew too much water, to make good their 

palfage, wre were forced to difembark and haul our empty boats 

along the river. The Finlanders who were employed in dragging 

the boat, kept on the bank, leaping from Hone to Rone, and fome- 

times went up to the middle in water to difengage the rope from 

the rocks, where it had become entangled. Sometimes the boats 

themfelves were obftrudted in their palfage by the rocks, in which 

cafe 
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cafe one of the men threw himfclf into the water, fwam up to 

them, and fet them afloat again. At laft we came to a place 

where the extreme force of the cataradt, the depth of the water, 

and the obftrutftions from the rocks, rendered it to appearance al¬ 

together impoffible to continue our progrefs. Our brave Simon 

was the only perfon who thought every thing poffible. The reft 

feemed difpofed to find fault with his daring projects, which they 

never leffened; but, on the contrary, magnified through their 

fears. But he w7as always the firft to fet an example of the moil 

unwearied patience and a&ivity ; he conftantly charged himfelf 

with the execution of the moft arduous and laborious part of the 

undertaking, and never propofed a thing in which he did not 

referve for himfelf the moft difficult and hazardous offices it 

impofed: in fhort, no perils could daunt his fpirit, no toils fet 

bounds to his exertions. He hauled the boat, he difengaged it 

when it fluck faft ; he was the firft to leap into the water w hen¬ 

ever occafion required, and feemed to do every thing himfelf 

alone. 

While our Finlanders were difplaying the moft heroic perfeve- 

rance on the river and on its banks, the utmoft we could do was 

to keep up with them in the adjacent wood. It was not always 

poflible to follow them clofe to the river, as we were not, like them, 

able to jump from one rock to another. The current too fome- 

times produced a giddinefs in the head, and we were unwilling to 

wet our legs by wading through the water. Another fpecies of fa¬ 

tigue ftill awaited us in the wmods: we funk here and there fo 



8 TRAVELS 

deep in the mofs, that we thought we ffiould be immerfed in it 

up to our necks. We fometimes met with places fo deep and 

boggy, that it was highly dangerous to fet a foot upon them. The 

branches everywhere intercepted our paffage, while the veils we 

wore on our faces, to prote& them from the Rings of infers, 

caught hold of the branches, and were in danger of being torn in 

pieces by every twig. Tall fir and pine-trees, which the wind 

had levelled with the ground, and which time had almofi: con¬ 

verted into duft, lay fcattered in the woods. We wiihed to 

efcape the embarraffiment of the mofs, by ftepping along the 

trees that lay in our way; but we found their fubftance generally 

fo rotten and decayed, that now and then they fuddenly gave 

way under our feet, and we could with difficulty fave ourfelves 

from falling. 

In this manner we had travelled about two Engliffi miles, when 

notice was given us that the cataracts were become fo formidable, 

that there was no chance of carrying the boats farther up the 

river. To proceed without our boats was not to be thought of, 

it being impoffible to get to Muonionifca but by croffing the 

river Muonio; and befides, there was another fmaller river at the 

oppofite fide. The only expedient we had left was to haul the 

boats on ffiore, and to drag them about two miles through the 

woods, where we would come to a part of the river more quiet 

and prafticable for failing on. Simon was the firfl to embrace 

this refolution; and without knowing that we had travelled on 

the fea drawn by horfes, he propofed that we ffiould travel 

over 
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over the land through a thick wood in a boat. We were not in¬ 

human enough, however, to take advantage of Simon’s magnani¬ 

mity, and to place ourfelves in the boat, for its continual friction 

againft the mofs and trees rendered it fo weighty, that it required 

the whole force of our four boatmen to draw a fingle boat at once 

without any thing in it. At length we got to the end of two 

miles, and we were very glad to repofe while our men returned 

for our baggage and the other boat. In the courfe of this journey, 

being invited by an uncommon noife of the river, we drew near 

to have a view of the famous catarad of Muonio-koiki; and 

though we judged it impoffible to defeend with fuch a current, 

we were, neverthelefs, bold enough to attempt and accomplifh it 

on our return. As this catarad is the molt dangerous that we 

palled in the whole courfe of our river navigation, I fhall endea¬ 

vour to give the reader a defeription, as near as I can, of the man¬ 

ner in which the palfage is performed. 

Let him imagine a place where the river is fo hemmed in by 

narrow banks, and fo compreffed with rugged and Ihelving rocks, 

that the current is doubled in its rapidity; let him moreover rc- 

prefent to his mind the formidable inequalities in the bed of the 

river, occafioned by thofc rocks, which can only be paffed by a fort 

of leap, and confequently make the water extremely turbulent; 

let him conceive that, for the fpace of an Englifh mile, this river 

continues in the fame ftate : and let him, after all this, confider 

the hazard to which a boat mull be expofed that ventures itfelf 

on fuch a furface, where both the nature of the channel, and the 

Vol. II. c amazing 
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amazing velocity of the current, foem to confpire to its dedruc- 

tion. You cannot perform this padage by Limply following the 

dream ; but the boat muft go with an accelerated quicknefs, 

which diould be at lead; double to that of the current. Two 

boatmen, the mod; adive and robud that can be found, mud ufe 

their utmod exertions in rowing the whole time, in order that the 

boat may overcome the force of the dream, while one perfon is 

dationed at the helm to regulate its diredion as circumftances 

may require. The rapidity of this defcent is fuch, that you ac~ 

complidi an Englifh mile in the fpace of three or four minutes. 

The man that manages the rudder can, with difficulty, fee the 

rocks he mud keep clear of: he turns the head of the boat di- 

redly in the line of the rock he means to pafs, and when he is in 

the very indant of touching it, he fuddenly makes a fharp angle 

and leaves it behind him. The trembling padenger thinks that 

he diall fee the boat dallied in a thoufand pieces, and the moment 

after he is adonifhed at his own exidence. Add to all this, that 

the waves rufh into the boat from all fides, and drench you to the 

fkin ; while, at other times, a billow will dafli over the boat from 

fide to fide, and fcarcely touch you. It is a fituation which pre- 

fents danger in fuch frightful fhapes, that you could hardly open 

your eyes and refrain from trembling, though a perfon with the 

greated certainty fhould adure you that you would not fuder any 

harm. Several people, however, have peridied in this place ; and 

there were but two men in the village of Muonio who thought 

themfelves qualified to conduct the defcent: thefe were an old 

man 
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man of fixty-feven years of age, and his fon of twenty-fix. The 

old boatman had known thispaffage twenty years, and navigated it 

always with fuccefs, and in the courfe of that period he had taught 

his fon his own dangerous calling. It is impoffible to conceive 

any thing more ftriking and interefting than the collected and in¬ 

trepid expreffion of the old man’s countenance in the progrefs of 

the palfage. As our refoluticn to defcend this- cataracft was not 

adopted rafhly, but after a minute enquiry and cool reflection, we 

were prepared to obferve the detail of our adventure in its moft 

trifling circumftances. The old man never fat down, but flood 

upright, holding the rudder with both hands, which was tied on 

purpofe for the occafion to the ftern of the boat. In paffing the 

fmaller cataracts, they defcend with the rudder untied, which 

they hold betwreen their arms, and fit all the while. When we 

were in the moft critical moments of the paffage, we had only 

to call our eye on the old man’s countenance, and our fears al- 

moft inftantly vanifhed. In places of lefs difficulty he looked 

round to l]is fon, to obferve if he had proceeded with fafety. It 

was plain his thoughts were more occupied about his fon than him- 

felf; and indeed the young man grazed the rocks on two different 

occafions. As foon as all danger was over, we drew in to the fhore 

to repofe and enjoy the triumph of our fuccefs. It was then \\c 

remarked that the fon, who had piloted the fecond boat, looked 

extremely pale through terror; and my companion’s fervant, who 

had been, in his boat, informed us that they had received two vio¬ 

lent ffiocks, and that on both occafions he gave himfelf up for loft. 

C 2 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 

A final1 Colony of Finlanders between Kollare and Muonionifca— 

Charming Country around that Colony—Rules of Colonization ob~ 

ferved in Lapland—The Village of Muonionifca—The Parfon of 

the Parfh—The Inhabitants of this Diflridl: their Manners and 

Mode of Life. 

f T coft us two days and two nights to accomplifh thefe fixty- 

fix miles ; and before recommencing our laborious travels, we 

Hopped at a fmall cottage, where we found a little colony of Fin¬ 

landers which feemed extremely poor, and by their particular 

fituation interefled us very much. 

The colony confifted of two families only, who lived altogether 

in the fame cottage, and amounted to feven perfons, including 

two women and a young child. The fituation of this little com¬ 

munity made a powerful impreffion upon our minds. The fur¬ 

rounding country is delightful; a number of fmall wooded iflands 

ferve to embellifh the courfe of the river, which here occupies a 

broader channel, and glides on with a'more placid current: the 

oppofitc banks are adorned with trees and verdure. Nature feem¬ 

ed to fmilc all around this folitary manfion, while peace and good 

humour reigned within its humble walls. This little commu¬ 

nity, 
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nity, cut off and infulated from all fociety for five months in the 

year, have neither priefl nor temple. They are feparated from 

Muonionifca by the many obflru&ions which we have defcribed 

in the former chapter, and from Kengis by a journey of three or 

four days, going and returning, the whole of the way of which is 

rendered difficult by catara&s of a moft painful and laborious 

afcent. Thefe people, accuflomed to live in the moft perfect foli- 

tude, having feldom an opportunity of feeing thofc who refide 

neareft to them, were aflonifhed when we made our appearance. 

The natives of Kollare diflike to encounter the cataracts, and con- 

fequently fubmit to the fatigue of attending the current of the 

river, only when they have fome fpecial reafon, which occurs but 

feldom. The colonifls fubfifl by the labour of their hands, and 

the fcanty produce of their fields. Their property in land extends 

fix miles around their dwelling; and lakes, rivers, fifhery, woods, 

and meadows are exclufively their own, within a circle whofe ra¬ 

dius is fix miles. Such extenfive property in land formed a link¬ 

ing contrail with the indigence of the pofTeffors. They had 

only four cows ; they fowed but one barrel of barley, which in 

good years produced them feven barrels, but fometimes did not 

return them even the feed. One year their harveft wras fo very 

bad, that they mull have died of famine, but for a merchant of 

Tornea who paffed this way, and gave them a fupply. This hap¬ 

pened at the beginning of their colonial exiflence, when they had 

firfl come to fettle in this place. They were a couple of Fin- 

landifli families who had refided at Muonionifca ; but having no¬ 

thing 
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thing to live upon, they refolved to emigrate, mutually to fupport 

eaeh other, and to fix their abode in a remote corner of the coun¬ 

try, where they might acquire fome property. Whoever is dif- 

pofed to eftablifh himfelf in Lapland has only to chufe his fitua- 

tion, but it mull be at the diftance of fix miles from the bounds of 

the neareft village ; and the moment he has built his hut, all the 

land for fix miles round him is his own by right of poffeffion. 

The traveller, who in his excurfions vifits this country in fum- 

mer, will be enchanted, at every ftep he takes, with the fmiling 

afpedt of thofe hills and lakes, and with the variety and foftnefs of 

the pictures which prefent themfelves in fucceffion to his eye. If 

that traveller fhould have been the vidlim of thofe vices and paf- 

fions which riot in great towns, and countries highly civilifed 

and refined ; fhould he have narrowly efcaped being fhipwrecked 

on the tempeftuous fea of ambition; or fhould he have fuffer- 

ed the mortification of a difappointed felf-love, and all the in¬ 

quietude of an overweening conceit of his own merit; fhould this 

miferable man have never found one with whom he might fhare 

his pains and his pleafures; fhould he, in fhort, have never tafted 

the fweets of genuine friendfhip—ah ! how ought fuch a difturbed 

and afflidted mind to covet «the innocence and fimplicity of this 

country ! How fortunate would it be for him, could he exchange 

this, with its artlefs joys, for the high blown luxuries in which he 

had hitherto lived. But alas! there is nothing on earth perfedt; 

no human enjoyment is without alloy. Even that fpot, which I 

have defcribed as fo peaceful and charming, has its fhare of mifery, 

which 
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which dim ini flies or even deftroys its attractions. The long con¬ 

tinuance of the winter and its horrors; the oppreffive multitude 

of tormenting infedts in the fummer, would, in the opinion of 

moft men, counterbalance any advantages which the beauty of the 

fituation, or the allurements of rural life, could prefent. But, 

after all, where can the unhappy find peace and joy ; what region 

can fhelter him from the forrows that dwell in his wounded heart? 

If content be not the inmate of his bofom, it is in vain to feck 

for it in diftant countries: it is a phantom that will conftantly 

elude his grafp. A change of climate cannot relieve the conflict 

in his breafl; and why fliould he fight without, fince the battle 

rages w ithin ! Happinefs, like the fun’s rays, is difperfed over the 

whole earth : it is diftributed, though with apparent inequality, 

yet with impartial juftice. The Laplander is wdthout night in 

fummer; but he is alfo without day during his long winter. Na¬ 

ture balances all things. 

Muonionifca is a village compofed of fifteen or fixteen dwell- 

ing-houfes, irregularly placed on the left bank of the river Muo- 

nio. Eaftward it is bordered by a chain of mountains, of which 

Mount Pallas and Keimio-tunduri are the moft confiderable ; to¬ 

wards the north, and at a fhort diftance, the woods terminate 

the viewT, which is the cafe alfo towards the w7eft and fouth, into 

which quarter the river holds its courfe. Muonio is the name of 

the river, nifca fignifies beginning ; and the village is fo called, 

becaufe it is the place where the river begins to aflume a regular 

form. At Muonionifca there is a church and a parfon, who, like 

that 
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that of Kengis, is under the fuperintendence of the minifter of 

Upper Tornea. The parifh of Muonionifca is about two hundred 

fquare miles in extent, and the parfon is to all appearance a pea- 

fant, like any of his flock ; having nothing vifible about him that 

refers to his clerical dignity, except a pair of black breeches. This 

poor man had the misfortune of being ruined by a fire, which con- 

fumed all his houfehold furniture with his library, from which he 

could not even fave his bible. This lofs however was not what he 

feemed to have felt moft feverely, as he obferved, that after this 

difafter, he found himfelf eafed of the burden of reading Latin, 

a language in which he fometimes attempted to converfe w’ith us, 

but which, in his mouth, formed fuch a jargon as made us laugh, 

though it did not promote the interchange of ideas. The honeft 

parfon was of great ufe to us during our flay at Muonionifca ; he 

attended us everywhere, was ready to explain on all occafions 

where wre found difficulties; and as he was well acquainted with 

the Finlandifh and Swedifh languages, was able to give us the 

etymology of many words that we met with and wiflied to under- 

fland. He wras the moft clownifh parfon I ever faw in my vari¬ 

ous travels ; and I believe that calamity and extreme diftrefs had 

contributed more than any thing to reduce him, in point of per- 

fonal confequence, to a level with the meaneft of his parifhioners. 

This man, however, poffefTed a large fliare of ftrong natural fenfe ; 

he reafoned with much juftnefs and fagacity on the fubje<5l of 

politics; and as he was a poor and humble being himfelf, he 

violently declaimed againft the manner in which the ariftocracy 

and 
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and high clergy abufed their riches. As a politician he was a de¬ 

termined enemy to every thing defpotic ; he had infinite rcfpedt 

for Bonaparte, and one would have thought he entertained fome 

idea that the conqueror of Italy might one day come to Muonio- 

nifca, and make him fuperintendent minifter of Lapland. He 

was particularly hoftile to Ruffia and its government, which he 

faid debafed the people, and kept them, from policy, in a Rate 

of brutifh ignorance. Sometimes he would difcourfe on the abufes 

of birth and hereditary fucceffion, in a manner which I was afto- 

nifhed to hear from a man, who had nothing in the world but a 

fhirt, a pair of breeches, and the fhoes on his feet. I imagined 

that fome modern book on thofe fubjedts had fallen into his 

hands ; but when he gave me an account of the works that com- 

pofed his library, I found it had confifted of nothing but tradls of 

divinity, and books on theological controverfy. What aftonifhed 

me mold was, that this fort of reading had not bereft him of the 

good fenfe nature had given him ; hut he affined me he had 

ftudied thofe volumes as little as poffible. He was the better pleafed 

to fee travellers, becaufe they never could be any inconvenience to 

him, fince being very ill lodged himfelf, it could not be expected 

he fliould find them accommodation ; and befides, by their arrival 

he was fure of fome glades of brandy, with which we ufed to re¬ 

gale him as often as he came to fee us. He declared our brandy 

was delicious ; and with each glafs he fwallowed, pronounced its 

eulogium in a manner equally energetic and fincere. In this coun¬ 

try, far removed from the infedion of our corrupt manners, flat- 

Vol. IL D tery 
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tery and parafitical praife are but little in fafhion, and confe- 

quently we did not fufpedl the parfon of diffimulation, or that he 

was not perfectly fatisfied as to the good qualities he afcribed to 

that beverage. 

I fhall now lay before the reader what information I was able 

to colled, refpeding this village and the manners of its inhabi¬ 

tants. The population of the whole parifh confifts of four hun¬ 

dred fouls, difperfed over a furface of nearly two hundred fquare 

miles. The inhabitants are all of them Finlandifli emigrants, who 

came and fettled here, and who confequently fpeak the language 

of Finland. All travellers who have vifited this country have 

named the people Laplanders; and I have in fome degree con¬ 

formed myfelf, in the courfe of this work, to the fame prejudice, 

but I have diftinguifhed them by the appellation of Finlandifli 

Laplanders, or in other words, Finlanders fettled in Lapland. 

Their habits and manner of life are nearly the fame with thofe 

of the natives of Finland ; and, indeed, there is no difference but 

what is produced by climate and their topographical fituation. It 

it very remarkable, however, that the Finlanders fettled here, 

like the paftoral Laplanders, know nothing either of poetry and 

mufic, or mufical inftruments. Surrounded with lakes and rivers 

abounding in fifli, they take little concern in agriculture, but de¬ 

pend chiefly for fubfiftence on the precarious refource of fifhing, 

or on the Hill more uncertain fruits of the chafe. The qualities, 

as among all favage nations, in the higheft eflimation in the male 

fex, are bodily flrength and activity. They enjoy the appetite of 

love. 
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love, but have little experience of the fighs and tender emotions 

of that paffion. The people have a gloomy and ferious deport¬ 

ment : the youth of both fexes remain in the company of each 

other without the lead of that playful gaiety which is fo becom¬ 

ing in their years. I never once obferved a young man dired a 

fmile of complaifance towards a young woman. It is a pretty 

general cuftom, however, for the youth of both fexes to deep to¬ 

gether, and what is dill more extraordinary, without producing 

any decifive evidence of too much familiarity. The father charges 

himfelf with the marriage of his child; and the union of the 

parties is a contrad rather didated by family convenience than 

by any prediledion for each other. At the fame time there have 

been indances of jealoufy, and even of madnefs occafioned by 

this paffion. There was a woman, it feems, dill alive, who be¬ 

came infane from love, and who in her frenzy killed her own 

daughter. She is faid to have entertained a violent fufpicion of 

a woman, whom die fuppofed had engaged the affedions of her 

hufband. We find contradidions in the charader of every people 

on earth, and this is a {hiking example in corroboration of that 

obfervation. There is not an inftance of either robbery or murder 

known in this country ; but cafes of fuicide have happened : 

people have drowned themfelves, or made attempts upon their 

lives in one fhape or another. Such exedfes are there attributed 

neither to want nor to the paffion of love, but to madnefs, occa¬ 

fioned by fome natural caufe, or to violent depreffion and lownefs 

of fpirits. 

D 2 The 
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The food of thefe people in fummer confirts of fifh dried in the 

fun. When the fifhery happens to be very produ&ive, they fell 

the furplus, or give it in exchange for meal, fait, or iron, which 

they want for domeftic purpofes. They like better to receive meal 

in exchange for their fifh, than to apply themfelves to the labour 

of the foil. Among them agriculture is {till in its primitive 

{late. They make no ufe of the plough, but work the ground by 

the force of their arms, though the parfon has been at much 

pains, but without fuccefs, to teach them the advantage of that 

implement. He ufed himfelf to yoke his cow to the plough, and 

cultivate a fmall field of his own, in order to fet an example to 

others. As foon as the fnow has begun to fall in autumn, they 

carefully obferve the traces of the bear, and go out to attack him 

in parties of three or four perfons. About the middle of Auguft, 

the feafon when the birds call; their feathers, they have confider- 

able fuccefs in the chafe of wild ducks and other aquatics, which 

they knock down with the oar, thefe animals being then unable 

to efcape from them by the aflirtance of their wings. 

When they have cut down their hay and fufiiciently dried it, 

they put it upon a fort of frame, raifed high above the ground, 

on four ports, fo as not only to fecure it from being humid by the 

overflowing of the river, but alfo from being carried away by the 

force of the current. Some of them poflefs rein-deer, which in 

fummer they intruft to the care of a Laplander, who conducts 

them into the vallies among the mountains, and watches and at¬ 

tends them in their pafture. 

The 
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The people are extremely fober, they never drink fpirituous 

liquors, except on marriage, days, when they indulge, but not to 

excels, in mirth and gaiety. The ceremony of marriage is fol¬ 

lowed by a dinner in their ftyle, and afterwards by a dance, but 

without mufic of any kind, except their cries and the fnapping 

of their fingers. They have no relifli for beer; and when we pre¬ 

vailed upon them to tafte our wine, they made wry faces and took 

it for phyfic. The parfon allured us in the molt pathetic accents, 

that there w^as not a Angle glafs of brandy to be had in the whole 

two hundred fquare miles of his parifh he told us likewife, that 

drunkennefs is regarded by the people as the mod: fcandalous vice 

to which a man can be fubjedl: and we could not help fufpedling 

that this was one of the caufes of his being fo little revered and 

efteemed by his flock. 

Difeafe and ficknefs are extremely rare among thefe people ; 

there have been inftances of peafants in this parifli, who have 

lived to the age of one hundred and ten years : and the only dif- 

order that proves fatal to the inhabitants, is a kind of inflamma¬ 

tory fever. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

Fxcurjion from Muonionifca to Mount Pallas, and Keimio-Twiduri 

—Rivers Muonio and Jeres—P leaf fig Scenery about the latter— 

Different Terms of the Finlanders for a Mountain, according to 

Its peculiar Quality—Profpedi from Kelmlo-Tundurl—Mount Pal¬ 

las Inaccejfble—Face of the Country—Snow on Mount Pallas, 

and Ice on a Lake—Some Objedls in Natural Hlfory colledled. 

A DAY and a night fpent at Muonionifca ferved to recover 

^ us from the fatigue of our late journey, and the following 

morning we found ourfelves difpofed to make an excurfion into 

the country. Our honeft parfon was our guide in this expedition. 

He made an excellent fellow traveller, accommodated himfelf to 

every thing ; and what rendered him Rill more agreeable to us, 

was, that we found him by no means a mere novice in the pur- 

fuits of natural hiftory. Dr. Quenzel, who made the fame tour, 

had him for his companion, and inftrudled him in different par¬ 

ticulars : he was, for inlfance, no Rranger to the names of certain 

infedls, fuch as the cocclnella trlfafclata, and the cUreullo aretlcus; 

in the department of ornithology he knew the motacilla fueclca, 

the turdus rofeus ; and in that of fillies, the falmo alpha. 

We direfted our courfe towards Mount Pallas. The name of 

this 
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this mountain feemed to us rather extraordinary, but our friend 

the parfon was unable to explain its meaning, nor could he ever 

give us any thing like a plaufible etymology of the term. Our 

defign in this excurfion was to have a view of the furrounding 

country from the top of that mountain, to collect, as we went 

along, plants, birds, infeCts, and fhells from the bed of the river; 

to make a drawing of any piCturefque objeCl that might prefent 

itfelf, and to fall in with tome wandering Laplander watching 

his rein-deer, which paffure in the glens and vallies of thofe 

mountains. We had no choice as to our manner of travelling, 

and were obliged to proceed by water to the very foot of the 

mountain. Having failed down the river Muonio, we went up 

the fmall river Jeres, which runs into the Muonio, three miles 

from Muonionifca. This little river flows for the greateft part in 

a peaceful ftream, and fpreading itfelf at certain fliort intervals, 

forms charming little lakes, traverfing a country the moll pleaf- 

ing and diverfified poffible. Birds, and efpecially wild-ducks, 

fwarm on this river, and afforded us a very fingular kind of fport. 

In certain places the channel becoming narrow, the willows and 

other trees of the oppofite banks unite and entwine their branches, 

fo as to compofe a fpecies of bower, which fkreened us from the 

rays of the fun. The wild-ducks frequently flew into thofe re- 

ceffes, but not thinking it prudent to venture far amongft the 

trees, made a precipitate retreat: on their return they paffed di¬ 

rectly over our head, and offered us the bell; opportunity poffible 

for fhooting. This river exhibited the fineft feenery a painter 

could 
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could defire in the mild and rural ftyle. As we approached clofe 

to the mountain we came upon a large lake which forms the 

i'ource of the river. This lake is intercepted, however, by a ca¬ 

taract of very confiderable length, fo incumbered with {tones, 

that fcarcely an empty boat could have proceeded upon it. The 

neceffities of thefe people impelled them to make an attempt to 

remove fome of the {tones in this lake, and to turn them to one 

fide for the purpofe of deepening the water in the middle, and fo 

to facilitate the pafiage of their fifhing-boats. We were allured, 

that the firft perfons who fucceeded in furmounting the obftacles 

which feparated the navigable part of this river from the lake, 

had each of them, after fifteen days fifhing, four or five barrels of 

fifh for his own fhare. 

Mount Pallas, at a diftance, has a very fallacious appearance, 

feeming to be of no confiderable fize, but becomes more impofmg 

in proportion as you approach it. The parfon informed us, that the 

Finlanders have fix words to exprefs a mountain, each of which 

ferves to denote fome diftin&ive quality in the objeCt; viz. lfit, 

Sadio, which fignifies a fmall rifing ground, furnifiied with wood ; 

2dly, Rova, one of a more confiderable eminence, covered with 

ftones; 3dly, VKara, a hill with a tuft of trees ; 4thly, Kero, a 

large hill wdth brufhwood here and there on the furface ; 5thly, 

Tunduri, denoting a high naked mountain; and alfo a Gth name, 

which is Selke, fignilying a long hill, without any allufion to its 

height. 

After doubling certain points and promontories, we rowed the 

boat 
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boat as near as we could to the mount Keimio-tunduri, which we 

immediately began to climb. The afcent is extremely difficult 

and troublefome, in as much as we had not only to climb, but 

to open a paffage wdth our hands acrofs woods w hich nobody per¬ 

haps ever penetrated before, at lead: certainly not from motives of 

amufement. At laft we came to a part of the mountain which is 

bare of trees, where we found, with fome concern, that it was im» 

poffible for us to get to mount Pallas, by reafon of fwamps and 

fmall lakes, wffiich infulated the mountain, and which were them- 

felves fecluded from one another by impaffable marfhes. At the 

top of Keimio we had all around under our eye a vaft profped:, 

which afforded us a moft perfect idea of the country. To¬ 

wards the eaft and wTeft, the furface is covered with fmall hills as 

far as the eye can reach, W'hofe tops feemed to mix with the fkies 

at the horizon; northwrard, mount Pallas lifts his head far above 

the other objects, and looks dowm upon all the adjacent moun¬ 

tains : but the view towards the fouth prefented an immenfe tract 

of country wholly inacceffible and impenetrable to man, confifting 

of a difmal and dreary extent of fwamps and marfhy foil. 

The whole of what we faw was more calculated to intereft a 

geographer than a painter, who could perceive very little that 

would fuit the purpofes of his art. Between us and mount Pallas 

lay a fmall lake, on wffiofe furface the ice had not yet entirely 

difappeared : being fituated in the bottom ol the valley, it wTas 

ffreened from the folar rays, and as it was probably formed of 

fnow water, which had run down from the mountains, it might 

Vol. II. E be 
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be lefs pervious to the warmth of the atmofphere. The fhow was 

entirely gone on Keimio, but we obferved it lying here and there 

on mount Pallas, a circumftance probably owing to the difference 

of their refpedlive elevations. 

We made various perambulations round this mountain in fearch 

of birds and plants. We found a couple of groufe (tetrao cagopus 

of Linn.) which were more than one half white; and alfo a 

couple of emberlza nivalis, Linn, which were juft beginning to 

change the colour of their plumage; they were ftill almoft entirely 

white. 

The fifti of the lake are the following: 

Salmo albula Cyprinus alburnus 

Perea fluviatilis Efox lucius 

Gadus lota 

On our return homeward we examined the channel of the river 

for fhells, in which it is not unufual to find pearls. We found 

the fpecies called my a pi dor urn, but the pearls were fcarcely vifible, 

and in all of them fo very trifling, that w7e thought them not 

worth our notice. Our attendants were aftonifhed at the zeal 

with which wTe purfued our refearches; nor had they the fmalleft 

conception of their utility. The parfon himfelf wTas at a lofs to 

difeover what real advantages we could propofe to ourfelves by the 

inveftigation of infects and plants. Since his library was deftroyed, 

he had found that he could eafily difpenfe with divinity, and fan¬ 

cied he had difeovered that divinity, viewed as a fcience, was en¬ 

tirely ufelefs, and that the fciences in general were good for no¬ 

thing 
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thing in the world, except in fo far as they amufed the intellect, 

and ferved to banifh the liftleffnefs of human life. 

As we fell down the river we were prefented with fcenery alto¬ 

gether different from what we had feen in afcending it. One part 

of our plan ftill remained to be accomplifhed, I mean that of tra¬ 

veling the mountains in queft of the Laplanders and their rein¬ 

deer ; but we were fo extremely fatigued, that it was deemed 

more wife to return to Muonionifca. We had. made a tour of 

thirty-fix miles in the fpace of twenty hours, almoft without halt¬ 

ing. The heat of the weather w7as exceffive: Celfius’s thermo¬ 

meter at noon rofe in the fhade to 27 degrees; and the gnats tor¬ 

mented us incelfantly. Upon our arrival at Muonionifca, wre 

refumed our ufual occupations ; and having enjoyed a little repofe, 

we began to prepare for our departure. 

Our abode at this place made fome addition to our collection 

of natural hiftory. We obtained, among other things, feveral fpe- 

cimens of the motacilla Juecica, with their eggs and neft. We got 

alfo a magnificent larus, which a Laplander killed on one of the 

neighbouring lakes. It turned out to be the larus glaucus of Lin¬ 

naeus. Befides this wTe collected a confiderable quantity of plants 

and infeCts. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV, 

Departure from Muonionifca, July the firfl—Fxceffive Heat—Travel 

by Night—A Settlement called Pallajovenio— Proper Boundary of 

Lapland—Miffake of Travellers and Geographers concerning Lap- 

land—Face of the Country between Muonionifca and Pallajovenio, 

mid thence to Kautokeino—The fmall Rivers of the Country offer 

more Novelty than the greater ones-—Difficulties arijing from fhal- 

low Water—The Rein-deer Mofs (Lichen rangiferinus, Linn.} 

covering the whole Surface of the Ground: Vegetation near it—» 

Arrival at Lappajervi—Mufquetoes exceedingly troublefome—Fires 

and Smoke the moff effectual P rote diion agahijl them—Some Lap- 

land Fflier men—Their Habitations—A Night paffed with thefe 

People, and Accommodation afforded. 

"W^TTE let off from Muonionifca on the firft day of July, about 

* * ten o’clock at night. The atmofphere was heated to a 

degree nearly fuffocating throughout the whole of the day. The 

thermometer of Celfius fhewed at noon 2y degrees; at midnight 

it fell down to 19 degrees. The water in the rivers and lakes was 

clear and limpid, and we fhould gladly have bathed ourfelves, had 

we not been deterred from fuch a refolution by the mufquetoes, 

who would have devoured us alive, if we had expofed ourfelves 

to 
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to their fury without the protedion of our clothes. We chofe to 

purfue our journey at night, and came to a determination to ob- 

ferve the fame rule in future, and take our reft in the day-time, in 

order to enjoy that temperature of the air which in the night 

feafon is produced by the obliquity of the fun’s rays. We af- 

cended the Muonio until we arrived at the little river of Pallojoki, 

at a fmall diftance from which there is a fettlement, or colony, 

called Pallajovenio. 

This colony is the proper boundary of Lapland towards Tornea ; 

accordingly it is named in the map Tornea Lapmark : therefore 

until you have reached Pallajovenio, you cannot be faid geogra¬ 

phically to have fct foot in Lapland. The whole of that vaft 

trad: of country which comprehends Lulea, Pitea, and Umea, as 

far as Tornea, properly belongs to Weft Bothnia. In this refped 

travellers are greatly miftaken, and fuppofe they have been in 

Lapland when they have got as far as Tornea; whereas Weft 

Bothnia makes an angle more to the north, nearly the diftance of 

two hundred and forty miles beyond Tornea. If a perfon, when 

in Sweden, willies to fee Lapland merely for the credit of having 

vifited that country, he has no occafion to go farther than Afele, 

which is about an hundred miles at moft diftant from Umea, on 

the borders of Angermanland; but if he delires to fee a country 

different from any that he has ever feen, and to contemplate the 

manners of a people unlike, in every particular, to all the inhabi¬ 

tants of Europe, he muft proceed northwards, and leave behind 

him the great towns, and all notions of a civilized ftate of fociety. 

The 
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The geographical divifion of a country is a matter arranged be¬ 

twixt fovereigns, and does not depend on the hand of nature. The 

king of Sweden may, with a ftroke of his pen, convert into Lap- 

land what is now Weft Bothnia; but fuch changes will effetft 

no alteration in the manners of the people, nor in the natural con¬ 

dition of the country. 

It is remarkable that Maupertuis who compofed an abridgment 

of geography, fliould have knov/n fo little of a country wherein he 
i 

made fo many obfervations. He conftantly confounds Lapland 

with Weft Bothnia, and gives to his journey, which only extended 

to the borders of Lapland, the title of Voyage au Fond de la Lap- 

pome, “ a Journey into the Interior of Lapland.” All other tra¬ 

vellers after him feem to have fallen into the like miftake, and 

fancied they had been in Lapland, when they had got as far as 

Tornea. They have likewife confounded the Lapland tongue 

with the language of Finland ; and when they have brought with 

them a fervant girl bom in the town of Tornea, have fuppofed 

they had got a Laplander. 

The country from Tornea to Muonionifca and Pallajovenio, 

though it changes its appearance to that of a wildernefs, does not 

greatly vary. The mountains are the fame; the cataradls, lakes 

and woods carry a near refemblance: in Ihort, the objects that 

prefent themfelves to the eye, have not a fufficient degree of diver- 

fity to render them worthy of obfervation. The face of the coun¬ 

try, however, proceeding from Pallajovenio to Kautokeino, by 

the little rivpr Pallojoki, is very different. The fmall rivers in 

general 
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general are moft interefting to a curious traveller, becaufe they are 

not fo often vifited, and both the country and the people are lefs 

known ; whereas the larger rivers are more frequented, efpecially 

in winter, when they ferve as a high road for thofe that come 

from Muonionifca and Tornea. Hence the natives that live near 

thefe rivers become familiar with ftrangers, and cannot be viewed 

fo much in their own natural character, as thofe who are merely 

acquainted with the objects that belong to thcmfelvcs and their 

country. The paffage northward on the Muonio, from Muonio¬ 

nifca to Enonteki, is very fimilar to that from Kengis to Muonio¬ 

nifca, or to that from Upper Tornea to Kengis. 

Pallajovenio is a fettlement of Finlanders, confifting of about 

four or five families. The merchants of Tornea have built a fmall 

place, which confiffs of a room, w here they can make a fire, and 

refrefh themfelves, as they pafs through this colony during the 

winter, in their way to the fairs. The people of Pallajovenio ap¬ 

peared to be much at their eafe; their dwellings feemed to be 

comfortable and neat, and different from thofe of the other pea- 

fants of this country. 

We refrefhed ourfelves at this place, and taking our departure, 

proceeded on the river Muonio to where it joins the Pallojoki, 

which we afcended in order to get to Lappajervi, This paffage, 

if performed in a ftraight line, wTould not be above tw elve miles, 

but owing to the windings of the river, it made a journey of more 

than thirty. The river Pallojoki prefented to us difficulties of a 

kind we had not experienced during the whole of our expedition. 

As 
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As no rain had fallen in this country for fome time, the water was 

fo fhallow, that the boat ran aground, and it became neceflary to 

land in order to lighten it. The windings of the river were fo 

frequent and fo contrary, that our progrefs was very tedious. Our 

boatmen were obliged to undergo great labour in moving the boat 

forward : fometimes they were compelled to get out and tow it; 

at other times to lift it up and carry it on their ffioulders to a con- 

fiderable diflance, where the bed of the river wTas nearly dry. In 

addition to the great exertion and fatigue which thefe good people 

had to bear, they were kept conflantly wet; and though their 

toils were exceffive, they advanced but little in their journey, lince 

the curvature of the river would often bring them back to a fmall 

diflance from the place from which they had with fo much trouble 

proceeded. This was mortifying and difeouraging in the extreme. 

We ourfelves, who went on foot along the banks, had no better 

reafon to be fatisfied with our condition. We had every where 

to force our way through bufhes and briars, and it was with much 

difficulty that we could go on at all, being frequently flopped by 

branches of trees, and having the veils tom away which covered 

our faces, and fecured us from the attacks of the mufquetoes. 

However, the fudden change of feene, and the view of the coun¬ 

try, together with the novelty of manners and appearance in the 

inhabitants, made us in fome meafure amends for thefe hardfhips 

and inconveniencies. 

Before we arrived at Lappajervi, we halted for fome time on a 

rock of confiderable fize, which was feparated by the river from 

the 
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die adjoining land. Here we made a large fire, in order to drive 

away the infects, that we might take our dinner with comfort. 

The country around offered a fcene very uncommon, and to us 

quite new. The mofs on which the rein-deer feeds covers the 

whole ground, which is flat, and only fkirted by hills at forae dis¬ 

tance ; but thefe hills alfo are clothed with this mofs. The co¬ 

lour of the mofs is a pale yellow, which, when dry, changes to 

white : the regularity of its fliape, and the uniform manner in 

which the furface of the ground is decked with it, appears very 

Angular and linking: it has the femblance of a beautiful carpet. 

Thefe plants grow in a fhape nearly odiagonal, and approaching 

to a circle; and as they clofely join each other, they form a kind 

of mofaic work, or embroidery. The white appearance of the 

country, which thence arifes, may for a moment make you ima- 

'gine that the ground is covered with fnow; but the idea of a win¬ 

ter fcene is done away by the view of little thickets in full green, 

which you perceive fcattered here and there, and Hill more by the 

prefence of the fun and the warmth of his rays. As this mofs is 

very dry, nothing can poffibly be more pleafant to walk upon, nor 

can there be any thing fofter to ferve as a bed. Its cleannefs and 

whitenefs is tempting to the fight, and when we had put up our 

tent, we found ourfelves in every refpedt very comfortably lodged. 

I had many times before met with this mofs, but in ho place had 

I found it fo rich. It was the only produce here, which nature 

foemed to favour and fupport: no other herb was growing near it, 

nor any other vegetable on the fpot, except a few birch-trees, 

Vol. II. F with 
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with their underwood, and Lome firs, difperfed on the hill by the 

river fide. All thefe feemed to vegetate with difficulty, as if de¬ 

prived of their nourifhment by the mofs, and appeared withering 

and Runted. Some trees, indeed, which grow very near the 

water, had the appearance of being in a flouriffiing Rate, perhaps 

owing to the moiRure they derived from the river : but, in fhort, 

this mofs appeared to be the royal plant, which ruled abfolute 

over the vegetable kingdom of the country, and diRributed its 

bounty and influence amongfl a particular race of men and ani¬ 

mals. 

We arrived at Lappajervi in the evening, and our boatmen 

were glad to take fome reR after their wearifome voyage. When 

we arrived on the borders of the lake, we fell in with two Lap- 

land fiffiermen, who had returned from their day’s fifhing, and 

were preparing to pafs the night there. We were guided to the 

fpot where they were by a large column of fmoke, which mounted 

into the air. On approaching them we found that they had be- 

fmeared their faces with tar, and covered their heads and ffioulders 

with a cloth to protect themfelves from the mufquetoes. One of 

them was fmoking tobacco, and the other was fecuring the fifh 

they had taken from the depredations of the infe<fls. Their 

meagre and fqualid looks difcovered evident figns of wretchednefs. 

They were covered from head to foot by fwarms of mufquetoes, 

from whofe Rings their clothing fcarcely ffiielded them. They 

were melting with heat, yet they durR not throw off their cover¬ 

ing, much lefs remove from before the fire. Our arrival added 

millions 
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millions of thefe flies to the myriads already there, as their num¬ 

bers were continually increaflng in our paifage thither. It was 

impoffible to Hand a moment Thill ; every infhant we were forced 

to thruft our heads into the midfh of the fmoke, or to leap over 

the flame to rid ourfelves of our cruel perfecutors. 

We drew our boat alhore, and walked about a mile into the 

country to vifit the families of thefe two Lapland fifhers, who had 

fixed their conflant habitation there. We found fires every where 

kept up: the pigs had their fire, the cows had theirs; there was 

one in the infide of the houfe, and another without, clofe to the 

door. The Lapland houfes are not fo large as thofe of the Fin¬ 

landers. The door-way of the one we faw here was only four 

feet high, fo that we found it neceflary to {loop as we entered 

We had left our tent behind us, fuppofing we fhould find accom¬ 

modation to pafs the night with the Laplanders, and that it would 

at leafl be equally good as that we had met with amongft the 

Finlanders; but we found ourfelves difappointed: however, we 

were forced to put up with what convenience the people could 

offer us; and therefore, when it was time to retire to reft, we 

were accommodated with rein-deer fkins, laid over fmall birchen 

twigs and leaves, which were fpread on the ground, in a fmall 

apartment filled with fmoke. We groped our way into our bed¬ 

chamber, becaufe the fmoke hindered us from feeing any light. 

Some time after we had laid ourfelves down to fleep, I heard a 

breathing, which feemed to proceed from a corner of the room, 

and which we were unable to account for, as we fuppofed our- 

F 2 felves 
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felves the only living creatures in this place. I imagined it was-a 

dog, or Lome other animal, which had taken his night’s lodging 

there. Prefently I heard a loud figh, which feemed rather to be 

uttered by a human being than the animal I judged to be our 

iellow lodger. I raifed my head up gently to try if I could dif- 

cover any thing. Some cracks in the fide of the walls, and a few 

openings in the roof, afforded a faint light, and in order to afeer- 

tain the caufe of our alarm, I crept forward on my hands and 

knees. As the* diftance was but fhort, I foon reached the fpot 

from whence the founds came, and found two children naked, 

and lying upon deer-fkins. The children were fuddenly awaked, 

and feeing me approach them in the pofture deferibed, fancied 

themfelves in danger of an attack from fome wild beaft, and ran 

out of the room, crying to their mother for help. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 

Lake of Pallajervi, and the Ifland of Kbit a fan—Stay on this If and: 

Occupations and Amufements— The Sea Swallow (Sterna Hirwido, 

Lin.) : Sagacity of thefe Birds, and their Utility to Fifiermen—■ 

Some Laplanders engaged for the Profecution of the Journey—De¬ 

parture from Kintafari—A fmall River called Reffoki—Defcrip- 

tion of the Laplanders that were to attend the Author—Their want 

of CleanVinefs—The Fbilanders difmiffed—Proceed o?i Foot with 

the Laplanders—Temper and Difpoftion of thefe People—Weather 

extremely hot: great Inconvenience thence arifing—Come to a Lake 

called Kervijervi, which they crofs in Boats, 

A T Lappajervi we received no very encouraging intelligence 

^ refpedting the poffibility of profecuting the remainder of 

the way to Kauto Keino, The diftance is fevdnty miles: we had 

feveral lakes to crofs, rivers to afeend and defeend, and difficult: 

fwamps to pafs over, and could have no hopes of meeting with 

an habitation, or even a human creature, throughout the whole 

courfe of the journey : but we had formed a determined refolution, 

from our firft fetting out upon this expedition, not to be difeou- 

raged by any account or relation of difficulties, but rather to be 

witnefles 
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witnefles ourfelves of their reality. To this determination the 

fuccefs of our undertaking is chiefly to be afcribed. 

We were given to underftand that we might poffibly meet with 

Lome Lapland fifhermen upon the lake of Pallajervi; and with 

this view we afcended the little river Pallajoki, which derives its 

fource from it. This river is fo fhallow, of fo little width, and 

twifted into fo many windings, that it is with great difficulty na¬ 

vigated. Our embarraflments in afcending it multiplied as we 

proceeded: we were under the ncceffity, for the greater part of 

the courfe, to carry our baggage upon our backs, in order to 

lighten our boat. When we arrived at the lake there arofe fo 

ftrong a wind, that our boat was in danger of finking before we 

could make the little ifland of Kintafari. When we gained the 

ifland, we difcovered three fifhermen, who had eredled a kind of 

hut with boughs of trees, plaflered over with mud, and had hung 

up in it a quantity of fifh. to dry. This little ifland might take 

up about half an hour to walk round it. Near it was another 

ifland, about a fourth part lefs; but this was fo inconfiderable as 

to be without a name. 

The lake was furrounded with little hills covered with rein- 

' deer mofs, interfperfed with woods of birch and fir. (We were 

every where prefented with the contrafled view defcribed before, 

which a&ed fo forcibly upon our imagination, that we could not 

but fancy ourfelves upon fome inchanted ifland. When we looked 

round us, we difcovered nothing that referribled any country we 

had hitherto feen, and we feemed to be tranfported into a new 

world. 
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world. ’The fun, which fhone upon us, never funk below our 

horizon; and we beheld almoft no colour but white intermixed 

with green. Thefe objects, joined to the habitation of the fiHier¬ 

ro cn, the novelty of the flowers which ornamented the ifle, that 

of the birds w?hich made the woods refound with their notes, all 

contributed to aflonifli our fenfes, that had not anticipated fuch 

extraordinary fccnes. Our tent, when fct up, appeared to be the 

palace of the ifland, and was as ftrikingly fuperior to the hut of 

the Laplanders, as the refidence of fovereign princes to the dwell¬ 

ings of their fubjecfts. We got into our boat on purpofe to take a 

Purvey of our fltuation from the lake, and we pleafed ourfelves 

with the contemplation of the magnificent appearance of our new 

kingdom. The infide of our tent was carpetted with birchen- 

leaves ftrewed over the mofs, which afforded a delicious perfume. 

Our fifhermen feemed furprifed at the fplendour of our manfion, 

and, for the firft time, had a pattern of luxury exhibited before 

them of which they had conceived no idea. The three days we 

pafled on this ifland were fpent delightfully: the lake furnifhed 

our table with the finefl: full, we found plenty of game in the 

w'oods; we fifhed, we hunted, ve bathed in the lake ; we took 

views of the landfcapes furrounding us, and collected plants and 

infe&s. We followed thefe feveral amufements without the leafl 
I 

interruption from the mufquetoes, which, fortunately, had been 

driven off the ifland by the violent wind before mentioned, which 

likewife had contributed to cool the air, infomuch, as to make the 

thermometer fall feven degrees. 

We 



40 TRAVELS 

We experienced additional pleafure every time the fifliermen 

returned from their labour. Joy feemed to brighten up their 

countenances ; their approach was announced to us long before 

we law them, by the flocks of fea fwallows (Jlerna hirundo, Lin.) 

which hovered in the air, feeming, by their cries, to welcome their 

arrival on the fliore. Thefe birds feed on the fmall fifties, which 

the fifliermen call out to them, or leave in the boats when they 

clear out their nets. There appeared to be an agreement and un- 

derftanding betwixt the men and thefe birds, which depend upon 

the fifhery for fubfiftence and fupport during this feafon. They 

came duly at the fame hour in the morning, as if to inform the 

fifliermen it was time to begin their work ; and the latter needed 

no other regulator. The birds fet off with the boats, and ferved 

the fifliers as guides in the profecution of their calling, by hovering 

over thofe parts of the lake where the fifti were collected in the 

largeft ftioals. The fight of thefe birds is particularly keen, fo 

that when the fifliermen heard their cries, and faw them plunging 

into the water, they knew thofe were the moft proper places to 

calf their nets in with a probability of fuccefs; and herein they 

were fure not to be deceived, but, on the contrary, never failed to 

take the moll fifti where they were dire<fled by the birds. The 

fifliermen had fuch an attachment to thefe fwallows, that they ex- 

prefled much uneafinefs whenever we feemed defirous to take 

feme of them by way of ipecimens. The birds were become lb 

tame and familiar, that they would feize the fmall fifti in the 

nets, and even in the boats, in the prefence of the fifliermen; 

and 
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and they were fo nimble in their flight, that if a fifli was thrown 

up into the air, they would dart down upon it, and catch it in its 

defcent before it reached the water. As the fifhermen appeared 

to be apprehenfive that they would leave them if a gun was to be 

fired off, I made a trial of taking them by means of a hook and 

line. Accordingly I contrived to bury a hook in the body of a 

fifli, and holding the other end of the firing, to throw the bait at 

feme diflancc from me : but this contrivance was attended with 

no fuccefs ; for fuch is their keennefs of fight, that they difeovered 

the device, and though they feized the fifli, they would not gorge 

it when they found it was made fail to a firing. 

It has been already mentioned that we remained three days on 

this ifland; and we made this flay in order to prepare and take 

proper meafures for purfuing our journey. Every thing depended 

on the chance of meeting with wandering Laplanders, who might 

affifl■ us to crofs the mountains with their rein-deer, and fhew us 

the paffages through which we might continue our route. In 

order to afeertain the probability of this, we lent forward one of 

the fifhermen from off the ifland to engage any he might meet 

with, and appoint a place where we might join them. Our envoy 

had full power to treat, and make them fuch propofals as he fliould 

judge would be accepted. He fet off, and promifed to be back 

in four and twenty hours. On the fecond day after his departure 

we became uneafy ; but when the third day palled without his 

returning, the fifhermen, his comrades, grew alarmed, and were 

at a lofs to account for this delay. Alone as he was, and croffing 

Vol. II. G an 
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an uninhabited country, he was in no danger of harm from any 

living creature, except the bear, which in the fummer is far from 

being ferocious. He might, indeed, have fallen down a precipice, 

or loft his w7ay in the w'oods, and fo have been unable to recover 

the boat. The fifhermen were preparing to fet out in fearch of 

him, and we began to defpair of being able to proceed any farther, 

when, to the great fatisfa&ion of all of us, he made his appear¬ 

ance. He related to us, that having been difappointed in meet¬ 

ing with Laplanders on the neareft mountains, he w7as unwilling; 

to go back without effecting the object of his million, and went 

onwards, until at length he fell in with tw7o families, whom he 

conduced with him to the banks of a rivulet called Reftijoki, 

where he had left them waiting until we joined them. 

This intelligence was the fignal for our departure from the 

ifland. Our tent was taken down and packed up, and bidding 

adieu to our fifhermen we fet forward. 

We foon reached the mouth of the rivulet, on the banks of 

which the rendezvous was appointed. We afeended it through 

all its windings, and were impatient to join the Laplanders, left 

they fhould think us long in coming, and grow7 tired of waiting 

for us, for we had conceived no high opinion either of their pa¬ 

tience or their complaifance. At length we arrived where they 

were. The party was compofed of fix men and a young girl.. 

We found them feated under a birch-tree, on the branches of 

which they had hung up the provifions for the journey, which 

confifted ot dry fifli. They lay along the ground in different pof- 

tures. 
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tures, furrounding a large fire by which they roafted their fifh, 

which, for this purpofe, was held in cleft flicks, cut from the tree 

which fhaded them. The girl was the firfl who perceived 

us, and pointed us out to the men, who fee pried to pay atten¬ 

tion only to their cooking, fo that we landed, and walked up to 

them, without being the leafl noticed or regarded. The men 

were clothed in a kind of fmock-frock, made of the fkin of the 

rein-deer, with a collar eredl, and fliffened behind. They wore 

a belt about their waifls, which confined their drefs clofe to their 

bodies, and drew it into the form of a bag, wherein they put 

whatever they had occafion to carry about with them. They had 

pantaloons on, likewife made of rein-deer’s fkin, with fhort boots, 

the foies of which were wide, and fluffed out wdth dry grafs. The 

girl wore pantaloons and boots of the fame fhape; but her cloth¬ 

ing was of wool, and her cap, which was made of green cloth, 

was pointed upwards. They were mofl of them very fhort; and 

their mofl remarkable features were their fmall cheeks, fliarp chins, 

and prominent cheek bones. The face of the girl was not mi¬ 

ll and fo me ; file appeared to be about eighteen or nineteen years 

of age ; her complexion W’as fair, with light hair approaching to 

a chefnut colour. Four out of the fix men had black hair ; from 

whence I conclude this to be the prevailing colour amongfl the 

Laplanders, diflinguifhing them from the Finlanders, amongfl 

whom, during the whole of my journey, I did not remark one 

who had hair of that colour. 

The perfons and drefs of thefe Laplanders, taken altogether, 

C*2 were. 



44 TRAVELS 

were the moil filthy and difagreeable that it is pofifible to con¬ 

ceive. They held the fifli they were eating in their hands, and 

the oil that diftilled from it ran down their arms, and into the 

fieevcs of their coats, which might be fcented at the diftance of 

fome yards. The girl had rather more cleanlinefs in her perfon,. 

and fome portion of that decency which is fo peculiar to her fex. 

This was apparent in her refufing the drink that was offered to 

her, and efpecially brandy, of which fhe was in reality as fond as 

the men. This affectation of modefty and reluCtance in women 

to poffefs what they wifh for, but which at the fame time they 

apprehend would be unbecoming, appear to be qualities inherent 

in the fex, fince this prudery is obfervable even among women 

in Lapland. 

We now fet about landing our baggage, and fettling accounts 

with our honefi: Finlanders, who had faithfully and duly attended 

us from Muonionifca, and brought us fafely fo far on our journey. 

We had conceived a great regard for thefe worthy men; and we 

perceived, on parting with them, a tear of affeClion ftealing down 

their cheeks, which demanded a fimilar acknowledgment. They 

took leave of us, returning their thanks, and taking us by the 

hand ; and fo ftrongly did we feel in our own hearts the like 

cordiality of fentiment, that we could not refufe them fuch a 

token of familiarity and regard. The Laplanders, notwithftand- 

ing the natural phlegm of their temper, did not remain inatten¬ 

tive obferversof the fcene that was paflfing before them, and could 

not but derive from it a favourable opinion of us, and even find 

*■■■■ theit 
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their zeal excited to fome exertion for our fervice, if it be poftible 

to excite the leaft fentiment in minds fo torpid as theirs. We 

were not, however, difpleafed that they were witnefles of the fatis- 

faftion we had given our Finlanders, and the regret they expreffed 

on parting with us; and we hoped this example would infpire 

them with refpeeft for us, and a dehre to ufe all the activity necef- 

fary to accomplifh the objedl for w7hich we had engaged them. 

After our Finlanders had taken their leave, and were departed, 

we found ourfelves as it were cut off from all communication 

with the reft of the world ; the completion of our enterprize, nay, 

our very exiftence, w7ere at once in the hands of thefe Laplanders. 

If the continuation of our journey appeared to be impracticable, 

and they fhould forfake us, there was no means of return left to 

the little ifland, and the fifhermen of Kantafari ; for we had no 

longer a boat to convey us acrofs the lake to that charming retreat, 

which we had fo lately quitted, and with fo much regret. But 

to quiet our apprehenfions, we confidered that thefe Laplanders 

were not a cruel people; and although they were feven in num¬ 

ber, with the girl, we confidered ourfelves as a match for them, 

notwithftanding we only muftered four altogether, that is to fay 

the interpreter, a fervant, Colonel Skioldebrand, and myfelf. The 

reafon why they came fo many in number as feven, was in order 

to tranfport our baggage; becaufe, as they informed us, the rein¬ 

deer were at this feafon particularly untradlable and dangerous, 

on account of the prodigious fwarms of mufquetoes, which tor¬ 

ment them to a degree of madnefs: fo that perhaps they might 

run from us and be loft altogether with our provificns and bag- 
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gage, a circumftance which would leave us in a very unpleafant 

fituation. We left it to them to divide our baggage into feven 

parcels, one for each, including the girl, wdio was to be made to 

carry her proportion. We remarked a degree of equity in the 

diftribution of the burthens, which imprelfed us w7ith no unfavour¬ 

able idea of the character of thefe people. We obferved that they 

gave the lighted: packets to fuch as appeared unequal to a heavier 

load. To excite in them an attention to juftice, and to each 

other, we gave each of them a glafs of brandy when they fet about 

making the divifion, promifing them another when it wTas made. 

On beginning their march they aiked for a third, and though wre 

feared this third glafs would intoxicate them, yet we durft not 

difpleafe them by a refufal. In order to induce us the more rea¬ 

dily to comply with their requcft as to a third glafs, they quoted 

a Lapland proverb as their authority for it, which fays, “ Before 

e‘ a journey take a glafs for the body’s fake; at fetting off take 

“ another for courage fake.” At length we began our march, 

each of our Laplanders with his load of baggage, one of them 

taking the lead, and the reft following one by one in fingle file. 

This was the firft time during our whole journey that we had 

travelled in this manner, and we were wonderfully delighted with 

the fingular appearance which our caravan made. We kept ih 

the rear of the line of march, in order that we might fee that no 

part of our baggage was dropt or loft, and moreover to obferve the 

conduct of thofe that went before. The pleafure we had in re¬ 

viewing this proceffion was deftroyed by the intolerable ftench 

which thefe filthy Laplanders left behind them, when they began 

to 
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to perfpirc. It was beyond what I am able to defcribe; and 

were I ever fo equal to the talk, I am fure the reader would not 

thank me for the perufal of fo ill-favoured a compofition. 

The degree of heat was twenty-nine in the fhade, and forty-five 

in the fun. The ground burned our feet; and the few fhrubs we 

met with in our way afforded us little or no fhelter. We were 

almoft fuffocated with heat; and to add to our fufferings, we were 

under the neceffity of wearing a drefs of thick woollen cloth, as 

a fecurity from the infefts, and to cover our faces wdth a veil, 

which in a great meafure prevented our drawing breath. This 

extraordinary degree of heat foon operated moft powerfully upon 

our Laplanders, who had already fwallowed three glaffes of brandy 

each. They laid themfelves dowm to reft at every fhort diftance, 

and were calling out every moment for more brandy. We foon 

difcovered that wTe had no longer to do with Finlanders, who are 

a fober, robuft, adtive, and hardy race of people. We had now 

to deal writh a fet of wretches who cared only for fermented li¬ 

quors, and were unwalling to work. In this manner we went on 

for fix miles from the beginning of our journey, in w'hich diftance 

they flopped to take reft about fifty times, and as many times 

each of them afked for brandy. If w e had not come to the refo- 

lution to deny them when they afked, we fhould have made no 

progrefs that day. They were dying with thirft, and the firfo 

fpring they came to they dipped their heads in, like fo many pigs, 

and drank full as large draughts. We were at very confiderable 

trouble throughout the whole of this journey, both in making 

our Laplanders go on and in keeping them from ftraggling. 

When 
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When one tumbled down, the whole line of march was flopped ; 

when the word halt was given, all the caravan threw itfelf on the 

ground; and it was not without much entreaty that we could 

get the individuals of it to raife themfelves again on their legs. 

We were nearly fix hours in going fix miles. At length we 

reached the borders of a fmall lake called Kevijervi, on the right 

of which a chain of mountains extends itfelf, and forms the 

boundaries of Finmark, or Norwegian Lapland, and Swedifli 

Lapland. On the border of this lake we found two boats which 

were in a mofl fhattered condition, full of leaks, with oars that 

were fplit and of unequal lengths. Thefe boats were built by 

the Laplanders, and left in the place mentioned, buried in fnow 

during the winter, and expofed to all weathers. Such wrere the 

boats in which we were now to crofs this lake, about a mile 

over, and the only conveyance that could poflibly be procured 

for this purpofe. Two Laplanders rowed, and two more fcooped 

out the water, which flowed in at feveral leaks as fail as they 

could throw it out: and had they ceafed baling, the boats would 

have filled in a fhort fpace of time, and we fhould all have gone 

to the bottom. Yet, notwithftanding that we were all placed 

in this perilous fituation, we obferved, not without great indig¬ 

nation, that our Lapland rowers plied their oars, and pulled as 

leifurely, and with as much phlegmatic calmnefs, as if there had 

not been the leafl: occafion for their exertion. 

CHAPTER 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 49 

CHAPTER VI. 

The Plant Angelica, accounted delicious Food by the Laplanders : Its 

falutary Qualities—The Molejlatlon from the Mufquetoes aug¬ 

mented—Arrive at the river Pepojovaivl—Meet with fome Lap- 

land Flfhermen, and two Children—Manners of thefe People; Be¬ 

haviour of the Children—The Laplanders cook their Supper: their 

Mode of Eating—Sufplcion they entertain of the fuppofed Emlf- 

faries of Government—The Miffionarles hi Lapland—Notions of 

the Laplanders concerning Religion and civil Inflitutlons—Their 

unsocial Way of Living—Jncreafe of Wolves in Lapland during 

late Years—Journey purfued In Boats, on the River Pepojovaivl 

II 7E gained at laft the oppofite banks of the lake, and without 

any accident. Our Laplanders quitted the boats, and we 

purfued our journey on foot as before. On the border of this lake, 

one of thefe people fpying a certain plant, ran to gather it, and 

devoured it with as much avidity as if it had been the moft deli¬ 

cious morfel in the world. It was the famous plant Angelica, 

the chief luxury of the North, and which is deemed a very great 

antifcorbutic. Being defirous of tailing it, one was given to me, 

and I found it fo agreeable to my palate, that I foon became 

fonder of it than even the Laplanders themfelves. I am fully 

Vol. II. H convinced 
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convinced that I owe to this plant the uninterrupted good health 

which I enjoyed during all the time I was in thofe parts; where 

we had nothing elfe for our fubfiftence than dried or falted fifh, 

the dried flefli of the rein-deer, hard cheefe, bifcuit, and brandy; 

all of them heating and infalubrious aliments. The angelica was 

the only thing that was frefh, and the only vegetable that we had 

at our table. My companion, who had no relifh for this plant* 

was often troubled with pains in his ftomach, and with indi- 

geftion. 

Though it was now drawing towards midnight* the torment 

we fuffered from the mufquetoes, inftead of being abated was 

increafed. The night was perfectly calm, and the infects at¬ 

tracted by the effluvia of our Laplanders, purfued us in our 

courfe, furrounded us, and involved us as in a cloud. After tra¬ 

velling three miles over the rein-deer mofs, and through Runted 

fflrubs, we arrived greatly fatigued at the banks of the river Pe- 

pojovaivi, where we found a fire with fome Lapland fifher- 

men fitting by it, and two children about five or fix years of age. 

We began to make preparations for palling the night here, and 

the Laplanders fet about cooking their fupper. The mufquetoes 

this night annoyed us fo terribly, that it was not without the ut- 

moft difficulty we were able to fwallow a morfel of victuals. 

There was not fo much as a breath of wind: the column of 

fmoke that iffued from the fire mounted firaight upward in the 

atmofphere, fo that we were deprived of the benefit of fumiga¬ 

tion, and of taking what food we had, under the protection of a 

cloud 
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cloud of fmoke. We were obliged to eat with gloves on ; and 

at every morfel we put into our mouths we were under the 

neceffity of drawing afide the veils that covered our faces, very 

gently and with great circumlpedlion, for fear of the infects en¬ 

tering along with our refrelhment. In fpite of all our precautions 

the mufquetoes were fometimes fwallowed together with our 

viands. In order to be quit of fo difgufling a fauce, we were 

compelled at each morfel wre put into our mouths, to draw near 

the fire, and thrufi: our heads into the riling column of fmoke. 

We chofe rather to encounter all the bad effects of the fmoke, 

and to be half fuffocated, than to fwallow thofe peltiferous ani¬ 

mals. 

In order to remedy the inconveniency occafioned by the defect 

of a breeze, which might waft the fmoke horizontally, and thus 

make us partakers of its kind influence, wre bethought us of the 

following contrivance : we kindled three fires around us, in the 

midlt of w’hich we were glad to remain, notwithflanding the ex- 

ceflive heat. I cannot at this moment account to myfelf why 

we did not think of fetting up our tent, under which we certainly 
v 

fhould have enjoyed greater comfort, and have been lefs tor¬ 

mented by the infects. Perhaps it wTas, that we did not expect to 

remain long in this place, and becaufe the erection of our tent 

always took up fome time ; or it might be too carefully packed up, 

or perhaps we had not the means at hand of erecting it. It often 

happens that a perfon does things for w7hich he afterwards can 

aflign no direct realbn, though at the time he may have had fatis- 

factory grounds for his proceedings. 



52 TRAVELS 

After fupper we employed ourfelves in obferving all the man¬ 

ners and actions of the Laplanders, in order to form an idea of 

their mode of living. With this view we propofed feveral quef- 

tions to them. The two children were chubby, robuft, and 

hearty. They did not feem to be at all ffruck with furprife or 

awe at our appearance, nor were they in the leafb difcompofed by 

our prefence, or put out of their ufual way. They went to the 

river and fetched water, which they would fometimes throw on 

our fhoes, and fometimes on our baggage. They did fome damage 

or other to every thing they laid their hands on, and deranged 

whatever was within their reach ; yet the Laplanders took no 

more notice of the children’s behaviour, than if they had not 

exiffed. They faw all their motions ; they fuffered all the mifchief 

they did with the moft perfect indifference. They cared for no¬ 

thing. The children feemed to be the fovereigns of the place. 

The Laplanders never faid fo much as one word to them of any 

kind. They never obferved that it was not well done to throw 

water on the fhoes of Grangers, or gave them any leffons refpect- 

ing good manners and propriety of conduct. Thefe, indeed, are 

terms and ideas with which the Laplanders are wholly unac¬ 

quainted ; and their only mode of training up their children is not 

to train them at all. 

In the mean time, while the children were thus engaged in 

doing all the mifchief in their power, the old Laplanders were 

bufied in cooking their fupper, which confifled of various fifh cut 

into pieces and boiled in a pot, together with fome dried fat of 

the 
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the rein-deer and a little meal: the whole formed a curious kind 

of mefs. While the pot was Rill on the fire, all the Laplanders 

fat around it, each with a fpoon in his hand, for the purpofe of 

tailing when the foup was ready: when fufficiently boiled, they 

began to partake of the mefs out of the fame pot altogether. When 

any one had taken as much as fatisfied him, he fell afleep, and 

when he awoke he immediately began to eat again while others 

ilept; then thefe would awake, and again eat, while the former 

elapfed into his flumber; and thus they alternately eat and ilept 

till they were fatisfied with the one, and incapable of taking more 

of the other. There did not appear to be any kind of rule or 

order among thofe people ; no beginning of any thing, and no 

end. Their only regulator and guide feemed to be appetite and 

inllinct. 

When they were not occupied with either eating or fleeping, 

they fmoked tobacco. With one or two who preferred fmoking 

to fleeping we had an opportunity of holding fome converfition, 

in the courfe of which they afked us fome queilions. They en¬ 

quired if any one of us was the king, or a fon of the king, or a 

commiflary of the king ? They defired to know, why we came 

into their country ? and what we were going to do there ? I dif- 

covered that thele people entertained fufpicions that we were 

emiflaries from government, fent to fpy their fituation and con¬ 

dition, their wealth, and their condudh From a great deal of 

jargon in a language, but little of which was intelligible even to 

our interpreter, we found out their objedl was to convince us of 

their 
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their great poverty. The anfwers they made to our questions were 

not fo frank and plain as might have been expected from fuch 

fimpletons. The paffions which fo often make men of fenfe ad 

like fools, fometimes give art and addrefs to the moft ftupid ; and 

there is none of thofe paffions fo much adapted to produce effeds 

of this kind as felfifhnefs, and an anxious intereft to proted pro¬ 

perty. 

When the kings of the North, animated by a fpirit of religion 

and piety, fent miffionaries into thofe forlorn regions to preach 

the Gofpel and propagate the Chriftian religion, the miffionaries 

did not only make the poor natives pay the expences of their 

journey, but alfo gave them to underftand that they were to be re¬ 

munerated for their trouble. That wandering people had hitherto 

lived without priefts, and without any kind of burthen ; in fad, 

becaufe they were too poor to pay to the exigencies of date. They 

worfhipped in their own way, juft how and when they pleafed, a 

number of gods, who coft them nothing, except now and then a 

facrifice, which they themfelves ate up, and of which they left 

nothing to their deities but the bones and horns. 

At firft, it may be prefumed, they were not a little chagrined 

at being called on to fhare their wealth with ftrangers, whom they 

conceived they could do very well without. Being weak from 

indolence and idlenefs, as well as natural conftitution, difperfed, 

difunited by their manner of life, attached only to their herds, 

and incapable of combining among themfelves, in order to form 

any plan of oppofition and refiftance, they fubmiffively, and with¬ 

out 
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out relutftance, believed whatever the priefts deemed proper to 

tell them, and tamely and indolently gave up a part of their good 

things in order to preferve the relh. The priefts, on the other 

hand, followed the fame principles in Lapland, no doubt, as in 

other countries, and were not more zealoufly concerned for the 

falvation of fouls, than careful that no one fhould go without the 

benefit of their inftruCtions, who poflefted fome hundreds of rein¬ 

deer. The poor ignorant Laplanders paid with tolerable pati¬ 

ence the contributions required by the miflionaries, who promifed 

them happinefs in another wrorld, which probably, according to 

their limited conceptions, would confift in drinking brandy from 

morning to night. Nothing opens men’s eyes fo effectually as 

their interefts ; and on what account, or by what rule of right or 

reafon, they are compelled to fhare their property with the com- 

miftaries of government, from whofe police, laws, and juftice, 

they derived no manner of advantage, is a matter of which they 

have no conception. In faCt, they look upon rulers and their 

commifiaries in no other light than that of robbers, who like to 

live in eafe and luxury, at the expence of others, without taking 

the trouble, like themfelves, of following the rein-deer, or even, 

being at the pains either of filhing or hunting. They have no 

idea of the utility of vifitors from whom they derive no protec¬ 

tion or benefit, and whom they confider merely as men who eat 

and drink, and confume the fubftance of hundreds of other men. 

Such are the notions entertained by the true, or vagabond Laplan¬ 

ders, who remain in their native deferts, and who, ftiut up in their 

mountains. 
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mountains, never approach near enough to civilized focieties to 

acquire any ideas of their form and conftitution. Free by nature^ 

their manner of living exempts them from the neceffity of laws. 

They dwell in a country which cannot be inhabited by any other 

race of mortals. They feed their rein-deer with a vegetable re¬ 

jected by every other animal. Their only fociety confifts in the 

union of a few families drawn together partly by common wants, 

and partly by focial affedion : and when two fuch families, with 

their herds, chance to meet on the fame fpot, there is land enough 

for the one to accoft the other in the words of Abraham to 

Lot:—“ If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the 

“ right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to 

“ the left.” 

It was not without extreme difficulty that we were able to 

perfuade our Laplanders that we were neither kings nor commif- 

faries, nor priells, but only private individuals who were travel¬ 

ling from mere curiofity. The principle of curiofity, which exffis 

only in cultivated minds, and which is derived either from felf- 

intereft, in fearch of fomething that may be advantageous, or from 

the pride of knowing more than other men, or from a defire of 

comparing what is already known with fome object or objeds not 

yet known—this principle is obvioufly too abflrufe, and can in 

no wife enter into the head of a roving Laplander. During the 

whole of our intercourfe with thefe people, we could never dis¬ 

cover among them the fmalleft fign of any fentiment of religion 

or devotion. They never offered up any prayer to the Deity 

when 
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when they went to eat, nor when they retired to reft, nor at rifing 

in. the morning. 

Exactly at the hour of midnight, when the fun was elevated 

about two diameters above the horizon, we had an inclination to 

try the experiment, whether we could not light our pipes by 

means of a burning-glafs. The attempt fucceeded completely. 

At this phenomenon the Laplanders lhewed greater emotion and 

wonder than they had yet done on any other occafion. We had 

a notion that they began to take us for forcerers; and under this 

idea we put fome queftions to them on the fubje<5l of forcery, 

of which we had heard fo much in all the accounts of Lapland. 

We afked them, whether they believed that there wrere any for¬ 

cerers in their country ? They faid, no : and that they did not 

care whether there were any or not. To all our queries they 

anfwered with an air of extreme indifference, and in a manner 

that feemed to indicate that they were fick of our infipid conver- 

fation. We foon perceived that all our queftions made no other 

impreffion on their minds than to awaken jealoufy, and to put 

them more and more on their guard; and to convince them that 

wTe were commiffaries fent amongft them by government. When 

we enquired of them where their rein-deer were, and how many 

they had, they replied, that they were very poor ; they had for¬ 

merly twenty-four, but that only feven remained, all the reft 

having been devoured by the wolf. If we had not been aware 

that the preceding year had been a dreadful one to the Laplan¬ 

ders, by reafon of the immenfe quantities of wolves that poured 

Yol. II. I in 
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in amongft them and devoured their flock, we fliould have been 

induced to fuppofe that the account they gave of the prefent 

Email number of their rein-deer, was intended to convince us of 

their poverty, and how unable they were to bear any contribu¬ 

tion that might be demanded. But intelligence of their difafters 

in that terrible year had reached as far as Uleaborg ; and it was 

even urged by our good friends there as a reafon why we fhould 

give up all thoughts of our projected journey. They faid, that as 

more than a third of the rein-deer had been deftroyed by the 

wolves, it would not be an eafy matter for the Laplanders to fur- 

nidi a fufflcient number of thefe animals for conveying us on, in 

our long and hazardous expedition. 

It is a lingular phenomenon, that the number of wolves in 

Lapland has increafed very fenfibly every year fince the com¬ 

mencement of the lad: war in Finland. The Laplanders believe 

that this war chafed away the wolves from Finland, and forced 

them to take refuge in the north ; jud in the fame manner, per¬ 

haps, as the prefent inhabitants of Finland, in their progrefs wed- 

ward from Ada, drove the old Fins into the wildernefs, in which 

they now fojourn. This reafon, however, fcems not fo well found¬ 

ed* as to give any folid fatisfa&ion. We know from experience 

that the wolves are difpofed to follow the courfe of war, and to 

feed on the vidims of our broils and conteds, rather than to diun 

and fly away from them. I mud therefore refer the increafe of 

wolves in Lapland to fome unknown caufe, which I do not pre¬ 

tend to penetrate. 

We 
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We now prepared for our journey to Kautokiono, under the 

confolatory reflection that we fliould henceforth efcape the obfta- 

cles and fatigues we had hitherto met with from the adverfe cur¬ 

rents of the rivers. This was the RrR time we had feen any river, 

whofe waters wrere in their progrefs to lofe themfelves in the im- 

menfe extent of the Frozen Ocean, If we .had been oppofed by 

Rich catara&s as thofe of Muonio, it wrould, doubtlefs, have been 

impoffible for us to have proceeded any farther. But happily the 

dangers to be encountered in the cataraCls of the river of Pepojo- 

vaivi, were not unproportioned to the \vant of vigour and fk.il! of 

the Laplanders, who were to be our attendants. Thofe feeble, 

auk ward, and hclplefs beings, were embarrafled and at a ftand on 

the lead; difficulty ; and every Rone to them feemed a mountain. 

The llate of their boats was deplorable ; their oars were difpro- 

portioned to one another, and without any regular form. They 

were no other than Ricks of wTood cut and hacked into fomething 

like an oar, in the moR negligent manner. Lazinefs and Rupi- 

dity were prominent in all the Laplanders did, in all that apper¬ 

tained to them. The only things that they wTere able aChvely to 

perform, were to keep up an everlaRing chatter, to fmoke their 

pipes, to chew tobacco, and to drink brandy. 

I 2 CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Pajfage on the River Pepojovaivi—Marnier of Fifking nfed by the 

Laplanders—The River Pepojovaivi formingfever al Lakes during 

its Courfe, and emptying itfelf into the River Alien, near Kauto- 

keino—Immenfe Quantity of Fifh in thofe Lakes—Sport of Shooting 

on the River—Different Species of Birds—Some farther Charac- 

t^ri/lics of the wandering Laplanders—Arrival at Kautokeino— 

Schoolmafter of this Place—Laplandijh Singing—The Mujic of 

this Country. 

"C^THEN we embarked on the Pepojovaivi, we left the young 

* * woman, who was the daughter of one of our Laplanders, 

on the banks of the river. We now proceeded with our fix men, 

which were in truth more than we had occafion for ; but they 

were defirous individually to get fome money with very little 

trouble. We had two boats, with three Laplanders in each, who 

had diftributed their offices in the following manner: one of them 

rowed, another managed the helm, and a third fcooped out the 

water that entered into the boat inceffantly. Inflead of going 

ftraight down the river, they made a turn without faying a word 

to us, in order to look at fome nets which they had fpread a day 
* ^ 

or two before. We perceived this deviation, when, inftead oi 

following 
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following the courfe of the Pcpojovaivi, they made up againft the 

current of a fmall and fmooth river, which falls into the former. 

They would give no farther account of this change in their move¬ 

ment, than by faying that they were doing what w7as right, and 

that they would conduct us in good time to Kautokeino accord¬ 

ing to our defire. As we had not any tolerable maps of this part 

of Lapland, and were totally unacquainted with the rivers or 

lakes that we might have to pafs, wTe could not make any vigo¬ 

rous oppofition to what our guides intended, and therefore judged 

it expedient to take no notice of what they did for fome time, but 

wait and fee the rcfult of this newr circumftance. It was not long 

before we difeovered that their objedt was to draw the nets and 

carry oft all the fifh they could find. Thefe nets were torn in fo 

many places, that the fifhes might make their efcape w7ith little 

difficulty ; but the quantity of them was fo great, that fome were 

found in every part of the net that was entire. The manner of 

fiffiing in Lapland is this: they have their nets fpread, and always 

ftanding in the water; they repair to them and draw them in 

whenever they want fiffi, wffiich they dry in the air, and by the 

heat of the fun. Nature has done every thing for thofe people ; 

and in proportion to her profufe bounty is their abominable indo¬ 

lence. The fiffiermen of the ifle of Kintafari were very different 

in their habits and difpofitions from thofe of Pepojovaivi. All 

their apparatus for fifhing wTas in the moft excellent order: their 

boats were found, their nets whole and faultlefs, and they drew 

them when they caff them. But the Kintafari fifhers w'ere not 

erratic 
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erratic but fixed Laplanders, or rather a Finnifli colony eflablifhed 

in Lapland. Thefe inhabitants of Kintafari preferve all the ori¬ 

ginal boldnefs of character, force and activity, by which the Fins 

are diffcinguifhed; whereas the unfettled and wandering Lap¬ 

landers are remarkable for floth and dirt. 

Having returned to the river Pepojovaivi, we fell down by that 

ftream to Kautokeino, where it empties itfelf into the river Alten, 

after a courfe of forty Englifh miles from the place where we fet 

out. The river Pepojovaivi is every where intercepted by lakes, 

or, more properly fpeaking, it often fpreads and makes lakes, 

which, being fringed with birch and fir-trees, offered the mod 

pleafing views, and rendered our voyage very interefling and agree¬ 

able. We wrere aflonifhed at the incredible quantity of fifla.es 

with which thofe lakes abound, and which leap every inflant to 

catch infects above the furface of the water. Our Laplanders 

themfelves were furprifed at their abundance, and agreed, on their 

return, to come there and let down their torn and ragged nets. 

The cataracts of the river Pepojovaivi were not at all confiderable, 

nor were they in the leafl dangerous. Our good Finlanders, and 

above all our pilot Simon of Kollare, would not have thought it 

worth while to mention fuch a voyage : but it was a very arduous 

undertaking for our Laplanders, who found themfelves under em- 

barraffments at every turn. Being inured to the navigation of ca¬ 

taracts, we could encounter their difficulties and dangers without 

emotion, and were of courfe more fitted to extricate our company 

out of any untoward circumflance than the Laplanders, who, 

without 
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without our affiftance, would probably on many occafions have 

been dilheartened. They had not the lead: knowledge of the 

depth of a current from the appearance of the furface, and of two 

courfes prefented to their option, they were always fure to chufe 

the word and the {hallowed. Through their awkwardnefs and 

dupidity, we were obliged to pafs a confiderable part of our jour¬ 

ney along the river on foot. I have not a doubt but our Simon, 

through the cataradls of Muonio, would have difcovered with a 

'glance of his penetrating eye, fome place where the boats might 

have paded in fafety. Two of our Laplanders came out of 

their refpe&ive boats, and in each one remained. One of thofe 

who landed drew the boat along by means of a rope made of the 

bark of the birch-tree ; the other, with a rope made of the fame 

materials, checked and moderated its motion when the current 

was too rapid. If at any time the Laplanders who were on foot 

on the banks of the river, chanced to fpy any plant of the ange¬ 

lica, they would immediately run to gather it; and having their 

hands full of this herb, they would rather lofe hold of the ropes 

and let the boats ftrike on rocks, than quit the delicious vegetable. 

Sometimes when we were in the boat, they would chatter among 

themfelves at fuch a rate, or be immerfed fo profoundly in the 

pleafures of the pipe, that they took no manner of notice of ap¬ 

proaching dangers; to which, of courfe, we were obliged to be 

ourfelves attentive: and even when we did give them warning, 

they would rather let the boats drive againfl any obltacle, than in¬ 

terrupt or difcompofe the bufinefs of eating angelica, or fmoking 

tobacco. 
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tobacco. It happened once that having taken a falfe direction, or 

courfe, on a part of the river where it was rough and fhallow, they 

were fo entangled among large {tones, as not to be able to move. 

On this the Laplander w7ho plied the oars rofe up from the bench 

on which he fat, and by the ferious and decided air he put on, we 

judged that his intention could be no lefs than to make Tome pow7- 

erful effort for our extrication from the prefent embarraffment: 

He began, however, immediately to loofen a part of his drefs, and 

was fo unpolite as to give w7ay to a very preffing want of nature * 

in our prefence. I will not tire my readers at prefent with any 

farther details on the manners and habits of thofe people. What 

has been already mentioned may fuffice to give a tolerably juft 

idea of their charatfter and deportment. We w ere every inftant 

on the point of lofmg all patience with them. But for w7ant of 

geographical information, and from the need we had of them, we 

were, in a great meafure, under their power, and therefore obliged 

to put up w7ith all their ftupidity, lazinefs, and beaftlinefs. 

Before we come to Kautokeino, I cannot forbear giving fome 

account of the pleafant amufement of the chafe, which we enjoyed 

on this river. Our Laplanders had taken a dog with them, and 

as the animal was not admitted into one of the boats, he was 

obliged to follow us as well as he could. This poor creature, by 

his a&ions, and the means he ufed for keeping up with us, {hewed 

a great deal'more activity, fenfe and contrivance than the human 

beings of this country. When tw’O ways lay before him, he never 

failed to make choice of the beft: he had lakes to crofs, iflands to 

traverfe. 
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traverfe, and tracks to chufe, and during the whole of the route 

was under a conflant neceffity of obferving, comparing, and de¬ 

ciding ; three operations of the mind with which the Laplanders 

were but little acquainted. In the courfe of his running along the 

banks of the river, through fhrubs and brufhwood, he darted fome 

game, which, in thofe parts, during the fummer feafon, is very 

plentiful. We fhot fome ducks of a fpecies peculiar to thofe re¬ 

gions, the anas nigra of Linnaeus, fome geefe (anas alb ifr anus, Lin.) 

and a great number of groufe, which are here very common, and 

which, riling all of a fudden very near the boats, prefent an excel¬ 

lent mark to the fportfman. 

The river of Pepojovaivi does not pafs clofe to the village of 

Kautokeino, but at the didance of about a mile. That mile we 

were obliged to walk on foot, and to have our luggage carried by 

land. In walking over this fpace, I fell in with fome birds, parti¬ 

cularly the curlew (fcolopax arquota, Lin.) which, to my adcnifli- 

ment, I found in this country very fearlefs and familiar, although 

in other parts, and even at Uleaborg, it is not to be approached 

without the greated difficulty. I killed two of thefe birds with¬ 

out turning afide from my path: I brought down alfo fome 

plover. 

When we arrived at Kautokeino, which was about an hour after 

midnight, we were furprifed to find the whole village in a Rate of 

alarm. All the women were at the doors of their houfes in their 

drifts, and the men in the dreets or rather lanes. Their terror 

was occafioned by the reports of our fowling pieces; and it was 

Vol. II. K not 
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not without much trouble that our interpreter fueceeded in quiet¬ 

ing their fears. 

Among the Laplanders there was one whom they honoured 

with the title of fchool-mafter. This appellation gave me a high 

idea of Kautokeino; and I expe&ed to meet with another parfon, 

like the one of Muonionifca, who fhould come to tafte our brandy, 

and fpeak a little Latin, mixed with the Lapponic: but the mi- 

nifter of Kautokeino happened at this time to be abfent. He had 

gone, I underftood, into Norway, to tarry fome time with his re¬ 

lations. The miniflers, or miffionaries, do not ufually remain in 

Lapland during the fummer months. We took pofCeffion of the 

prieft’s houfe, or rather chamber, for it confifted only of one apart¬ 

ment. Being thus lodged, and fomewhat recovered from our fa¬ 

tigues, we were in a condition better qualified to become ac¬ 

quainted with the village of Kautokeino, where we recognifed 

ourfelves as fubjedt to the laws of Denmark. 

The firft thing we did was to pay our Lapland attendants. But 

before we gave them their difmiffion, we were determined to 

make an experiment of their talents in another fpecies of know¬ 

ledge than any in which we had yet tried them. We defired to 

hear them fing, being anxious to have a fpecimen of their fkill in 

mufic. I attempted feveral times, both by the power of money 

and of brandy, to make the paftoral Laplander utter his notes, 

that 1 might form to myfelf, if poffible, fome idea of their mufic : 

but the utmofl I could accomplifh was to extort from them fome 

hideous cries, during the continuance of which I was fometimes 

obliged 
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obliged to flop my ears with my fingers. It is fcarcely credible, 

though it is perfeffly true, that the mountain and wandering Lap¬ 

landers have not the leaft idea of any thing connected with har¬ 

mony, and that they are abfolutely incapable of an enjoyment 

which nature has not entirely forbidden to any other tribe or na¬ 

tion, as far as I have been informed. Artificial mufic appears to 

be wholly banifhed from thofe forlorn and folitary diftridls The 

only mufical accents to be heard in Lapland are thofe which na- 
£ 

ture has indifcriminately bellowed on all other countries, without 

any regard to man, whofe pride induces him to believe that every 

thing in the,world is made for him alone. The only melody to be 

heard in Lapland is that with which the birds make the woods re¬ 

echo ; that of the rivulets ruffling over their pebbly beds; that of 

the winds refounding amidfl the branches of trees and the deep 

gloom of forefls; and laffly, that of the majefflc fall of rivers over 

rugged rocks, where the waters break with a crafhing noife, and 

fend up their foam to the clouds. But that I may not leave my 

reader altogether without an idea of Laplandifh finging, fuch as it 

is, or rather of the vociferation of the wandering Laplanders, I 

fhall prefent them with two fpecimens, which I find preferved in 

my portfolio, among the various notifications of my journey. I 

put them on paper, while thofe poor creatures were flraining their 

throats, and the mufic is to be feen in the Appendix. They were 

taken down without any regard to time or meafure, becaufe they 

had none; nor are they fo long by a third part as the original 

fongs, becaufe there was nothing but a continued repetition of 

K 2 the 
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the fame notes. The Laplanders, after exhaufting their breath, 

perfevered in uttering the fame cry in a kind of fainting or fading 

voice, as long as there was a particle of air in their lungs. Their 

mufic, without meaning and without meafure, time or rythmus, 

wTas terminated only by the total wafte of breath ; and the length 

of the fong depended entirely on the largenefs of the ftomach, 

and the ftrength of the lungs. With all my knowledge of the 

mufical art, I was quite reduced to a nonplus amidft thofe mufi- 

cians of Lapland; and I envied more than ever the fkill of the 

Abbe Renauld; an advantage which would have flood me in 

great flead in the circumflances in which I was then placed.* 

While the Laplanders were uttering cries in the manner juft 

defcribed, they articulated certain wrards, which induced me to 

alk our interpreter their meaning, and whether they were any 

verfes or fragments of poetry. But I foon learnt that their ge¬ 

nius for poetry did not tranfcend their turn for mufic. The 

words they pronounced in their vociferation were only repetitions 

of the fame expreftions over and over again. For example, “ A 

“ good journey, my good gentlemen—gentlemen—gentlemen— 

il gentlemen—a good journey—journey—journey—my good gen- 

“ tlemen—gentlemen—a good journey—journey—journey—jour- 

“ ney,” &c. and fo on as long as they were able to fetch any 

breath : when this was exhaufted, the fong was ended. 

* The Abbe, in a note under the article Swan, in that part of BufFon’s work 

which treats of birds, affiires us very gravely, que les cris des cygnes eft founds d un 

ritkme conjiant et regie a la mefure d deux terns. CEuvres de Buffon, vol. xxiv. 

page 25. Edition de Paris, H83. 
CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Situation of Kautokeino—Boundary between the Swedifh and Danifh 

Territories—An Infance of juft Reafoning on a political Topic—- 

Bat ■on Hermelins Maps of Sweden, Finland, and Lapland—Diffi¬ 

culty of obtaining good Maps of thofe Countries : thofe which exijl 

are far from being accurate—Diverfty of Names given to thefame 

Places, and confujion occafoned by this Circuniffance—Anecdotes of 

the School-mafer of Kautokeino—Diffridl or Parifh of Kautokeino 

—Population and Inhabitants—Wandering Laplanders, and thofe 

that have fxed Habitations—Their Mode of Life—Chafe of the 

wild Rein-deer—Annual Fair at Kautokeino, and Traffic carried 

on—Cattle and Sheep—Low Effimation in which the latter are 

held—Departure from Kautokeino—State of the 'Weather and the 

Thermometer—Journey purfued in Boats—The River Alien 1 

beautiful Scenery—Mufquetoes. 

HP ILL our arrival, the village of Kautokeino was confidered as 

wholly infulated in the fummer feafon, and inacceffible to 

travellers. The furrounding diftridt is defcribed in the Danifli 

book of geography as a country confifting of mountains, feparated 

from each other by dangerous and impaffable morafles. It was 

this 
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this circumftance that occafioned the alarm at the report of our 

guns. The inhabitants could not conceive from what caufe, or 

from what quarter the thundering noife proceeded, as it could not 

occur to them that they might receive a vifit from any curious 

{grangers. 

The village of Kautokeino is inhabited by four families and a 

prieft, and it has a church. -By the line of frontier agreed upon 

in 1751, between Sweden and Denmark, Kautokeino was in¬ 

cluded within the dominions of the latter. On looking at the 

map one is furprifed to find here the boundary between thefe two 

kingdoms; inftead of its following the ridge of mountains, which 

forms a natural feparation to the fouth and the north in that cor¬ 

ner of Europe. By that arrangement the territory of Denmark 

turns toward the fouth, and takes in an angle of Lapland, which 

ought naturally to belong to Sweden. We did not fail to make 

enquiry into the caufe of this fingular deviation from apparent rea- 

fon and juftnefs, and we flattered ourfelves that we had traced it 

to a fecret of Rate, being informed that it was the effedt of bri¬ 

bery and corruption. The Swedifh commiffary, we were told, 

had been induced to make a ceflion of the angle in queftion by 

the power of Danifh gold ; and numerous extravagant anecdotes 

were mentioned of this perfon, who was reprefented as much ad¬ 

dicted both to wine and to women ; that care was taken to throw 

in the way of this man of pleafure the whole luxury of Lapland ; 

and that he was overcome by the manifold temptations held out 

to him, and agreed to the divifion as before flated. 

Romantic 
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Romantic as this account may appear, we were not backward 

to give it credit. My companion particularly, who was a Swedilh 

officer, affented to it moft readily, like a good patriot, who difco- 

vered with indignation a fraud committed againft the interefls of 

his country. We made a thoufand political reflections on the dif¬ 

ferent means and arts of corruption, and on the great value fet by 

governments on trifling matters: we thought that poffibly the 

two powers had left this fmall territory in an unfettled ftate, in 

order that they might not want a pretence, whenever they fhould 

chufe to come to a rupture. If I might have been permitted to 

do juffice to our political talents and acute inveftigation, I fhould 

have faid that we difplayed great knowledge as well as eloquence 

on the prefent fubjed. But alas! the fad was, that all we had 

heard, and what had given rife to our fage obfervations, was a 

mere fable. The true caufe of the eccentricity noticed in the 

line of demarcation, w7as a thing perfedly natural, and in confor¬ 

mity with the treaty of 1751, between the courts of Stockholm 

and Copenhagen, by w'hich it was fettled that the boundary fhould 

be fixed by the fources of rivers; that is to fay, that all that trad 

of country of which the rivers run into the Frozen Ocean, fhould 

belong to Denmark: and on the other hand, all that fhould be 

held as Swedilh Lapland, of which the rivers fall into the gulf of 

Bothnia. More than a year after my journey to Lapland, I be¬ 

came acquainted at Drontheim, the capital of the northern parts 

of Norway, with the Daniffi commiflary who had been employed 

in this bufinefs, and from him I learned the true principle or bafis 

on 
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on which the divifion of the territory was founded. He laughed 

very heartily at the fabulous account which I recited to him of 

that matter. 

I have already obferved, that we no longer derived any benefit 

from maps, but were left wholly to our ow n refources. The bed 

maps of Swreden are thofe publifhed by Baron Hermelin: and 

when it is confidered that thefe have been executed at the ex¬ 

pence, and by the capacity and induftry of an individual, it is im- 

poffible to withhold the tribute of praife due to the diftinguifhed 

zeal of his patriotifm. Baron Hermelin employs the greateft part 

of his yearly income, which is very confiderable, in the promo¬ 

tion of the geography, the natural hiftory, and a knowledge of the 

political Rate of Sweden. He fends young men of genius to dif¬ 

ferent parts of the kingdom to take geographical furveys, to try 

experiments, make obfervations in mineralogy, and to colled- vari¬ 

ous ftatiftical accounts. From their fketches of particular diftrids 

he forms his maps of the different divifions of Sweden. It is how¬ 

ever to be obferved, that thefe geographical delineations, though 

wonderfully exad for the work of an individual, derive their dif- 

tindion and merit only from a comparifon with others lefs cor- 

red. In fad, they may be regarded as the only maps of SwTeden 

that have yet been publifhed ; and wdrat is more, they have been 

completed folcly at that gentleman’s ow-n expence, and without 

any affiftance from government. Sweden, Finland, and Lapland, 

have not yet been furveyed w7ith that corrednefs which prevails in 

the geographical reprefentations of France, of Britain, and other 

countries ; 
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countries; every diftrid and corner of which have been meafured, 

and drawn with the greateft accuracy and precifion. Baron Her- 

melin’s maps are not compofed with all the rigour of trigonome¬ 

try ; they are formed from views by the eye, in the fame manner 

as the fketches of ordinary furveyors or draughtfmen, who afcend 

to the top of a particular mountain, and thence obtain a profpcd 

of the circumjacent country from which they make their draw¬ 

ings. Befides this, the natives are confulted, wrho furnifh accounts 

of different matters within their knowledge, and particularly of 

the names of hills, rivers, towns, and other objects. Lapland, if 

wTe comprehend under it all thofe parts fo named in the wide ex¬ 

tent belonging to Sweden, Denmark, and Ruffia, is a country 

of fuch immenfe fpace, that it would be too great an cnterprize 

to attempt making an accurate meafurement of even the frontiers 

of its different diftrids. Moreover, the fummer in that climate 

is fo fliort,. the fatigue of penetrating through its moraffes and 

furmounting other obflacles fo great, and the operations of a juft 

trigonometrical furvey would require fuch a length of time and 

number of perfons, that there is but little hope of its being loon, 

or ever accomplifhed. As to the wdnter feafon, the moft proper 

for travelling in thofe northern and uncultivated countries, it in¬ 

volves the difadvantage of obfcurity and darknefs; and the fnovv 

every where covering the furface of the earth, rivers, and lakes, 

to the depth of feveral yards, and prefenting in all places an uni¬ 

formity of appearance, makes it impoffible for the geographer to 

difcriminate land from water. 

Vol. II. L With 
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With regard to the names of places in Lapland, thefe will ne¬ 

ver be fixed while Laplanders remain in the unfettled Rate of a 

paftoral and wandering people. Thofe that have permanent ha¬ 

bitations are wholly unacquainted with the names of mountains, 

rivers, brooks, and lakes at any great diftance, to which there is 

little if any refort. The Laplanders wTho know the names of thefe 

objeds, are of the paftoral or erratic tribes. But here another dif¬ 

ficulty occurs. Various families of thefe Laplanders affociate to¬ 

gether, and thus wander from place to place : and as the inter- 

courfe of thefe hordes with one another is but trifling, and of a 

very tranfient nature, the language of each is marked by fuch 

ftiades of variety, that it can fcarcely be faid with propriety that 

there is one Lapland tongue, common to all. Hence it happens 

that the fame places have very difftmilar denominations, and that 

a map of any diftrid under the guidance of one Lapland fhepherd, 

would not be recognized and underftood by a traveller who had 

drawn a plan of the fame tract, under the conduct and informa¬ 

tion of another. An inftance of this diverfity of names, and the 

inconvenience that naturally thence arifes, I experienced myfelf in 

my progrefs from Pallojervi to Kautokeino. On my arrival at 

this laft village, I was influenced to look over my names of places, 

and the little map I had drawn ; all which I fliewed to an inha¬ 

bitant of Kautokeino. I found that the Laplander who attended 

us, and from whofe account I had projected my geographical 

fketch, had called the places by names totally different from thofe 

by which the fame objeds were known to the people of Kauto¬ 

keino. 
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Among the Laplanders of Kautokeino was one, as I have men¬ 

tioned, who bore the fpecious title of fchool-mailer. This appel¬ 

lation (truck me very much ; for I had conceived that I was in a 

place far removed from any fchool, or any inllitution for the pur- 

pofe of inflru<!?lion. The name of fchool-mafter was as great a 

fubjeil of pride to this Laplander, as a red or blue ribband may be 

to any one in the refined parts of Europe. He was, doubtlefs, as 

much gratified by the appellation of fchool-mailer, as any one in 

our flate of fociety may be by his rank of nobility, or other emi¬ 

nent diflindion. This fchool-mafter, both in his perfonal appear¬ 

ance and manners, was as complete a Laplander as his neighbours 

around him, except that from fome defective conformation of na¬ 

ture, there was fomething very fingular and ludicrous in his mode 

of walking, his feet being always turned out into what is called 

by dancing-mailers the firfl pofition. 

Having palled the frontiers of Lapland,* and continued fome 

time in Norway, he had learned the Danifh, or rather the Nor¬ 

wegian language : and his knowledge of this opened an employ¬ 

ment to him the molt fingular and droll in its nature of any that 

ever fell under my obfervation in any country. The pricfl, or 

minifler, being wholly unacquainted wdth the Lapponian tongue, 

cannot convey his fentiments to his audience, who know not any 

other. To remedy this inconvenience, the fchool-mafler takes his 

* Norwegian Lapland is named by the Danes and Norwegians Flnmark. I fliall 

Hill, however, call it Lapland, in order not to confound the inhabitants of this 

country with thofe of Finland; for both affume the appellation of Finlanders. 

L 2 flation 
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Ration beneath the pulpit, and when the miniRer has pronounced 

one fentence of his fermon he Rops, and the fchool-maRer repeats 

it to the congregation, in the language of Lapland. The effeCl 

which the eloquence of the preacher, thus interrupted and muti¬ 

lated, muR have on his audience, it is not difficult to conceive. I 

confefs I would have given, I know not how much, to have heard 

this Laplander, and known what kind of tranflation he made of the 

Danifh miRionary’s fermons. As for the miniRer, who underRood 

not a word of what the fchool-maRer faid in his name to the people, 

he prefumed it w*as all right, and went on without hefitation. 

As it is the intereR of Denmark to extend its language over 

thofe countries as much as poflible, a fchool-maRer was appointed 

at Kautokeino for teaching DaniRi to his neighbours, and as many 

as he could draw together to receive his inRrudtions. It would 

appear that this fchool-maRer had not greatly improved his man¬ 

ners and addrefs, from his travels into Norway, if we were to judge 

from his matrimonial conne&ion. His wife was only three feet 

and a half high, and indifputably the uglieR creature beyond the 

polar circle. But on the other hand it fhould feem, that he had 

acquired from his poliRied neighbours of Norway the art of in- 

Rnuation, and fome knowledge in the fcience of gallantry. He 

was able to gain the acquaintance and attachment of a young 

girl in the parifli, who in a fiiort time thereafter found herfelf in 

a condition that difcovered how much file had profited by the in- 

RruClions of the fchool-maRer ; a circumfiance which placed this 

public functionary in an aukward fituation with regard both to 

the 
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the relations of the damfel, and his own little wife. Thofe inci¬ 

dents, however, are not regarded in the fame ferious light beyond, 

as on this fide the polar circle. The matter was very amicably 

fettled : the child died foon after it was born, and the fchool- 

mafter’s wrife felt more pride in her hufband’s fuccefsful courtfhip, 

than mortification at his infidelity. 

Before we leave Kautokeino, it may not be amifs to offer, for 

the amufement of my readers, a few geographical and fhitiffical 

obfervations on this part of the country. In the whole of the dif- 

tridl or parifli of Kautokeino, which is twenty-five Norwegian 

miles in length, and twelve in breadth,* there are but two places 

occupied by fettled Laplanders, which amount together to no 

more than twelve families. The reft are all of the fhepherd, or 

vagrant kind, who cannot be accurately numbered, becaufe they 

are conftantly in motion, and not attached to any particular fpot. 

In 1756 they reckoned ninety diftindt families; but it is poffible 
\ 

that fome of thefe families may alfo have been counted among 

thofe of other diftridts. Thefe wandering Laplanders inhabit 

during winter the mountainous trails, and move from place to 

place with their tents, and herds of rein-deer ; but in fummer 
i 

they draw towards the coafl for the benefit of fifhing. At Kauto¬ 

keino there are fome very fine fields of meadow and arable land ; 

the latter of which yield as much oats and barley as fupplics the 

inhabitants for fix months. Horfes they have none : all journeys 

are performed on foot or in boats in fummer, and during winter, 

in 
* A Norwegian mile is about eight Englifh miles. 
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in fledges drawn by rein-deer. What hay they poffefs ferves as 

provender for their cows ; and the corn they obtain is converted 

into flour for their own ufe, which, through long habit, is be¬ 

come fo neceffary an article of their fubfiftence, that they are 

miferable if they have it not all the year round. From fifliing and 

the chafe they derive as much refource as they poffibly can. A 

people enured to a roving and hazardous kind of life, prefer to 

the laborious purfuits of agriculture, the chances of fifliing and 

the chafe. It would not be difficult for the few families of Kauto- 

keino to raife grain fufficient for their wants : but they chufe 

rather to hill, and hunt wild rein-deer, than to undergo the weari- 

fome toils of hufbandry. They exchange for grain what fiffi they 

can fipare, or barter for it the fkins of bears or other animals 

which they may happen to kill. It is, however, by no means to 

be wondered at, that this ffiould be fo, when we confider that fiffi 

are fo abundant in the rivers as to make the catching of them not 

a bufmefs of doubtful fpeculation, but of the utmoft certainty ; 

and alfo, that if any one kill a bear, he gains more by the fkin 

than he would by the cultivation of half an acre of land, over 

and above the luxury of feaffing upon the flefh of this animal, 

which is efteemed very delicious. 

The method of hunting the bear is the fame here as in Finland, 

but that of hunting the rein-deer is attended with exceffive fatigue, 

and to be performed only by a Laplander. The wild rein-deer, 

which fcorn to live in a herd, but remain in a folitary ftate among 

the woods and mountains, pofiefs a nicety and acutenefs of pre¬ 

caution 
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caution that nothing can equal. When a Laplander perceives one 

of thofe animals at the diflance ot about half an Englifh mile, he 

takes a circuit to the windward ; coming nearer and nearer to it, 

creeping on his hands and feet, until he comes within gun-fnot. 

I have been allured by a Laplander, that he has been obliged to 

creep in this manner for five miles, through fhrubs and mofs, in 

order to reach the moft convenient foot for taking aim at his 

prey. 

In the fmall village of Kautokeino, there is in the month of 

February an annual fair, which is frequented by the neighbouring 

Laplanders and the merchants from Tornea, who come thither 

for the purpofe of purchafing rein-deer fkins, furs, and other arti¬ 

cles. In thofe fairs the medium of trade is barter. The Laplan¬ 

ders give the fkins of rein-deer, foxes, wolves, and bears, with 

gloves and fhoes, or rather fhort boots, in exchange for coarfe flan¬ 

nels, but above all for brandy, tobacco, meal, and fait. 

They have a few cows and fheep, which in fome degree Supply 

them with milk and wool. For fodder to their cows, when they 

have not hay enough, they gather the mofs that the rein-deer 

feeds upon, and which the cows, for want of better nourishment 

are glad to live upon. On the adjacent mountains there is a kind 

of mofs which the fheep will eat, and even feem to like. As fheep 

do not form any article of barter or commerce, they are to be 

purchafed at a very low price. We bought fome for our kitchen, 

at the rate of eighteen pence Englifh a-piece. 

The people in thofe parts are neither ignorant of the ufe of 

money, 
J 3 
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money, nor exempt from a paffion for being pofTefTed of it. Their 

fair ieems to have given them an idea of taking advantage of cir- 

cumflances whenever they may occur. Of this we had a proof 

when we began to make preparations for purfuing our journey ; 

they demanded nearly half-a-crown a day for each man that was 

to attend us, which was an enormous fum for that country, and 

bore peculiarly hard upon us, fince we had occafon for five, and 

afterwards for feven men, befides the interpreter and our own fer- 

vant. Our interpreter attempted to demonflrate, that what they 

alked was extravagant and unreafonable; but they would not be 

moved by his arguments, but replied, that the prefent w7as the 

feafon for hilling, by which they fhould gain more than in our 

fervice ; which perhaps might be true. They feemed aifo to be 

aware that, as travellers are not frequent in their country, if any 

one journeyed there in a feafon w?hen there was neither a fair, nor 

any other particular bufmefs to attend, he mull either have plenty 

of money himfelf, or be commiffioned by government to examine 

and report the Irate of the country, and confequently be paid by 

the king. Such I conceive was their reafoning, and there was 

no remedy againft it; we had no other people but thefe that wTe 

could apply to, and thence we were compelled to fubmit to their 

terms. I confoled myfelf with the confideration, that I would 

rather pay double their demand than return to Uleaborg, and give 

up the intended journey. We now gave orders for our boats to be 

got ready, and all our baggage to be flowed into them. We fet 

out from Kautokeino on the ninth of July, in the fairefl weather 

imaginable. 
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Imaginable, and under a temperature of climate approaching to 

that of Italy. The thermometer of Celfius indicated the 25th de¬ 

gree of heat at mid-day in the fhade ; expofed to the fun it role 

to forty ; on the water it fubfided to nineteen. The women of 

the village accompanied their hufbands to the fide of the river, and 

bade us farewell in the moft affectionate manner. The voyage we 

were about to undertake was long and painful, and which none of 

the people had ever performed in fummer. Our departure deprived 

the village of two-thirds of its population, and rendered for a time 

five-eighths of the married women widows. We were follow¬ 

ed by their looks till the winding of the river intercepted their 

view ; nor was the fchool-mafter’s wife, fb little and fo ugly, the 

lead: conflant or ardent in demo nitrations of fenfibility and re¬ 

gret at parting with fuch dear vilitors and friends. Our boats 

were juft of a fize fufficient to contain the whole of our company s 

with our luggage and tent. We were in all nine, diftributed in 

two boats, which could not have carried one perfon more without 

the danger of being overfet, or of finking to the bottom of the 

water. 

The river of Alten we found one of the moft beautiful we had 

yet viewed in the courfe of our travels. It is at its commence¬ 

ment a continued fucceffion of lakes of different fize and fhapes, 

and interfperfed with iflets that are covered with the birch-tree. 

Thefe prefented a feenery of landfcape, which far from having a 

wild and harlh appearance, was fuch as might befeem a gentler 

climate. Thofe lakes infpired us with an inclination for bathing : 

Vol. II. M their 
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their waters were clear as cry dal, and their edges formed of the 

fofteft fand, which doped by degrees into a greater and greater 

depth. We did not fail to avail ourfelves of the opportunity of 

enjoying fo agreeable and falutary a recreation, whenever we could 

do fo with impunity; that is, when we had a moment of refpite 

from the aggreflions of the mufquetoes, which almoft inceiTantly 

tormented us. The fame attractions of the feafon that invited us 

to bathe, animated thofe infects to follow us wherever we went, and 

gave vigour to their perfecution. We were not, however, wholly 

deftitute of all refources of comfort. In a country where we had 

little beyond the mere necedaries of life, we conddered every foun¬ 

tain that we difcovered, and every plant of angelica we met with* 

as a fource of luxury. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX, 

Some refrefhing Springs of Water-—Farther Account of the River 

Alten—Cataracts—Rapidity of the River in fame Places, and 

quick Progrefs of the Boats—Plenty of FiJJi in the River Alten—- 

The Church of Maf—Mufquetoes—Afnall River called Keinof 

joki—A Chain of Mountains to he croffed—Dull and melancholy 

Appearance of the Country—Snow on the Mountains in the Midjt 

of Summer—Arrive at a folitary Cabin in a Wood—War with 

the Mufquetoes—Change of Scenery in defending from the Moun¬ 

tains—Regain the River Alten, and meet with a Salmon Fif ier—- 

Pafs another River, and purfue our Journey—Lofe our Way, and 

at laf reach Alten Guard. 

kURING the whole ot this journey, although we were for the 

moffc part on water, we felt a conftant thirfl: this w’as but 

ill quenched by brandy, and it was augmented by our mode of 

living on dried meat and bifcuit. The water of the lakes, greatly- 

warmed by the continual rays of the fun, was far from being agree¬ 

able ; but that of the fprings, which we now and then found in 

the little narrow vallies, fhaded by trees from the exceffive heat, 

was fo frefh and pleafant, that we could fcarcely refrain from taking 

large draughts of it at the moment we found it Some of thofe 

M 2 Ipnngs 
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fprings were at four or five degrees of Celfius, which wasa great 

difference in comparifon of the lakes, which were at nineteen, 

and of the atmofphere, which was at twrenty-five. It was a 

more delicious refrefhment to us, than all the iced creams in the 

great cities of the fouth of Europe to the moft confirmed epicure. 

The river of Alten, after fpreading into feveral lakes, and again 

contracting itfelf within its banks, w’hich are here and there fringed 

with trees, and confifl fometimes of rocks and fometimes of bare 

fand, precipitates itfelf all of a fudden from between two rocks 

about forty feet in perpendicular height. There it forms a mag¬ 

nificent cataract; and the agitated w7atcr fends up a cloud of va¬ 

pour to the ikies, through which is feen a beautiful and majeflic 

rainbow. This cataract, of courfe, interrupted our navigation, 

and our boats were drawn over the land for nearly the fpace of 

an Englifh mile, to a place where the river again became paflable.. 

On the borders of this cafcade, the Laplanders, who accom¬ 

panied us from Kautokeino, had a magazine of fifh drying in the 

air. After exploring the beauties of the waterfall, we lighted up 

a fire in this place, and had fome of thofe fifhes drefied; a part 

boiled, and fome broiled. The Lapland faihion of broiling, is by 

fixing a fifh on a flick, and then holding it to the fire. 

After our repafl we purfued our voyage; and as we proceeded, 

had a fine view, and took a drawing of a very beautiful cataradl 

made by the falls of a tributary flream belonging to the Alten, 

which defeends on the right bank of that river over a number of 

fhelving rocks, difpofed like fleps of flairs, as if they were the 

work 



THROUGH LAPLAND. 85 

work of art. It was covered with a canopy of trees, which inter¬ 

cepted the rays of the fun. We continued to defcend by a branch 

of the river Alten, which flowed with fuch rapidity, that if credit- 

may be given to our Lapland boatmen, we performed almoft a 

Norwegian mile (or eight Englifh) in little more than a quarter 

of an hour. When the current began to be very ftrong, our 

boatmen defired us to look at our watches, that we might be able 

to afcertain how much time we fliould take in getting on a mile. 

We did fo; and when we reached the end of what they com¬ 

puted to be a Norwegian mile, we found that the time taken up 

was twrenty minutes. Our boatmen now wanted fome repofe, 

and we fet up our tent near the fmall church of Mafi, on the 

right bank of the Alten. We lighted feveral fires, and one as 

ufual in the midft of our tent, to defend us from the mufquetoes, 

our eternal tormentors. Our Laplanders, before laying them- 

felves dowm to take their reft, afked permiffion to go and let 

down the nets in the river, and draw' them only once. They 

obtained our leave to do fo, and our interpreter thought it an 

amufement to go along with them. They returned in a quarter 

of an hour with more than two hundred fifiics of different forts 

and fizes, fome more than a foot in length. Part of them was 

dreffed for our fupper: the reft the Laplanders gutted, and hung 

up on trees to dry, which they intended to take home wdth them 

on their return. 

Next morning, before we refumed our voyage, w7e paid a vifit 

to the fmall church of Mad, which is embofomed in the midft of 

trees 
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trees and brufhwood, about three hundred paces from the banks of 

the river. If in the whole of our travels in thofe northern regions 

we had not fo much as feen one Laplander, or had landed near 

this church from a balloon, we could not poffibly have formed any 

other opinion than that we had come to a land of pigmies. I w7as 

greatly {truck with the architecture and the dimenfions of this 

building: the whole was on fo dwarfifh a fcale, fo little, fo low, 

and fo narrow, that at firft fight I lhould have been tempted to 

take it not for a real church, but for the model of one. To have 

an adequate idea of its diminutive fize, imagine a door of little 

more than three feet high, a roof no more than fix, and the whole 

edifice, comprifing a veftibule, the body of the church, and a fa- 

crifty, or veflry, not exceeding eight yards in length, by four in 

breadth. It feemed as if I, who was thought in thefe parts, 

11 In bignefs to furpafs earth’s giant fons,” 

might, when placed in a corner of the church, the fartheft from 

the pulpit, have almoft touched the minifler’s nofe with the point 

of my boot, by ftretching out my leg without even rifing from 

my feat. The native of Italy could not reftrain a fmile at this 

fpecimen of Lapland architecture. 

When we had paffed about two Norwegian miles and a half 

farther down the river, we met with two Laplanders of Kauto- 

keino, who had travelled thus far for the purpofe of fifhing. We 

had now arrived at the place where it became neceffary for us to 

quit our boats, and to purfue our journey on foot over that great 

0 chain 
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chain of mountains into which the river Alten infinuates itlelf, 

and flowing, by many windings, through its whole extent, breaks 

out and rufhes down in many places, and forms a number of ca¬ 

taracts. As our baggage appeared too heavy to our wary Lap¬ 

landers of Kautokeino, they engaged the two fifhers alfo to ac¬ 

company us, which lightened the burthen of each, by the divifion 

of five parts into feven. They drew the boats on land, and made 

them fall to fome trees. We then began to afcend the mountain 

on the left bank of the Alten, very near to a brook, or rather fmall 

river, called Kionos-joki, which defcends from the mountain Kulli- 

tunduri. This brook forms at one place a very fingular cafcade, 

by opening a paffage for itfelf under the furface of the rocks, and 

palling, where it begins to fall, under a natural bridge. 

We continued to afcend, for the fpace of four Englifh miles, 

through a thicket of dwarf birch (betula nanaj and birch-trees, 

and over ground uniformly covered with thick mofs, which ren¬ 

dered our journey extremely fatiguing. The day was overcall 

with clouds, but Hill there was a fuffocating heat, which occa- 

fioned a great depreffion and heavine-fs of fpirits. This was the 

moll favourable opportunity that could poffibly be imagined for 

the mufquetoes. The quantity of thofe terrible infedls lodged 

amongll the bullies and mofs was fo great, that at every ftep we 

raifed fuch a cloud of them, as covered us all over from head to 

foot. Imagine a number of putrid bacon hams expofed to the 

rays of a fummer’s fun, and all covered with flies: fuch was our 

condition, and the difgufting appearance of our perfons. After we 

had 
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had afcended four miles, the mountain began to aflume a flat- 

tifli and naked afped, without a Angle tree. It was wholly co¬ 

vered with the common mofs of the rein-deer, fave w7here this 

extenflve carpet was broken, and checquered with morafles, ba¬ 

tons of water, and lakes, altogether forming a landfcape the 

moft dreary and melancholy conceivable. There was nothing 

to engage our attention, to amufe our fancy, or to contole 
w * 

and cheer our fpirits. A vafl: expanfe lay before us, which we 

were to meafure with our feet, through morafles in which wre 

were not without danger of being fwallowTed up. On the fum- 

mit of this chain of mountains we traverfed a fpace of not lefs 

than Afteen Englifh miles, fometimes wrapped in a cloud, and 

tometimes marching over the fnow, though in the midfl: of fum- 

mer. The temperature of the air, in this elevation, had under¬ 

gone a conAderable change. Our thermometer indicated a re¬ 

markable difference of degrees from that of the furface of the river 

of Alten. This climate was not very inviting to the mufquetoes. 

If we had not been obliged to purfue our wray through a number 

of low fhrubs, we fliould have been but little troubled by them : 

but the fwarms that we raifed from the bufhes when we began to 

climb, accompanied us faithfully during the whole of our progrefs 

through the mountains. Even when our route lay through heights 

covered with fnow, our eternal foes purfued us ftill. Unfortu¬ 

nately it was a perfeft calm : not a breath of wind to drive away 

thofe peftiferous companions. 

In the courfe of our journey through thofe lofty and dreary re¬ 

gions. 
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gions, we flarted a white hare, and fome birds of different forts : 

but it was not without difficulty and trouble that we could fire a 

fhot, on account of the infects. The pleafure of fhooting any 

thing was dearly purchafed by the pain to be endured in perform¬ 

ing that operation. In order to charge, level our pieces, and take 

aim, it was neceffary to pull off our gloves, and put afide the veils 

that covered our faces: but when all this wTas done, or while doing, 

our enemies, ever watchful for a favourable moment of attack, 

allured by the fcent of their prey, fell on the parts expofed with¬ 

out mercy by millions. 

We began to be exceedingly fatigued; but as there was no 

fuel at hand for making fires to drive awray the mufquetoes, 

which did not permit us either to take refrefhment or repofe, we 

pufhed on in quefl of fome trees, and made, by a roundabout 

way, towards a cabin, which we were told by one of the oldefl of 

our guides, had been eredled in a plantation hot far off by fome 

travelling merchants, for the purpofe of refling and warming 

themfelves in the winter feafon, while the Laplanders baited 

their rein-deer. This cabin is a fquare room about eight or ten 

feet in diameter, conflrudted of wood, with a hole in the top for 

letting out the fmoke of the fire in the centre. We did not all 

go into the cabin at once ; but after the Laplanders had collected 

abundance of the withered branches of trees, one of them entered 

alone and lighted the fire, having firfl ufed the precaution of flop¬ 

ping up the hole in the roof in order to keep in the fmoke. When 

the chamber was fo completely filled with fmoke as almofl to pre- 

Vol. II. N vent 
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vent refpiration, the reft of the company were permitted to go 

into it. The infe&s, with which we were covered from head to 

foot, were obliged to quit their prey and remain at the door, en¬ 

raged that they durft not advance to attack us in our retreat. 

This little hole in which we were all huddled one among another, 

quite full of fmoke, and with no other carpet or floor than the 
\ • 

bare earth, was more agreeable to us than any of the inns I had 

ever vifited in France or England. In the middle of the room 

there was a good fire, and our tent placed on leaves of the birch- 

tree ferved us for a bed. We now fet about dreffing the game we 

had killed, being ourfelves the cooks. We had. a comfortable 

fupper; and while the thick and pungent fmoke made the tears 

trickle down our cheeks in large drops, we merrily drank, in a 

bumper of brandy, to the deftrudlion of our enemies, who kept us 

in a ftate of blockade, ftill hovering at the gate of our citadel, and 

furious with refentment at the trick wTe had played them. The 

hole for letting out the fmoke being opened for a fhort time, fome 

of the infedts had the courage to come in, but loon paid the forfeit 

of their temerity : but in return, if any of our garrifon made a fally 

to fetch wood or water, or any other neceftary, the whole flying 

army took ample vengeance by attacking and almoft devouring 

him alive. Having finiflied our cookery and our fupper, we laid 

ourfelves down quite clofe to one another, the Laplanders literally 

upon each other, like entwined ferpents in winter; the whole 

company lying around our great prefcrver and protestor, the cen¬ 

tral fire. 

2 A change 
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A change having taken place in the atmofph re, there fuide dy 

arofe fuch a ftorm of wind and rain, as threatened al 10ft to throw 

down our cabin. The fmall degree of comfort our dielter afforded 

was enhanced by the howling of the temped:, and by the c n- 

fideration that it would involve the deftrudtion of our enemies. 

At every whiffing blaft of the wind, Behold now,” we faid to 

one another, “ the total difcomfiture of our befiegers! They are 

“ put to rout, difperfed, and driven before the wind to a hundred 

“ miles diftance !” This condolatory reflection contributed to lull 

us to a found deep, which the fucceeding calm did not for feme 

time difturb. In the morning I went boldly out of my hole, with¬ 

out hat, gloves, or veil, to breathe a little fredi air, and, being now 

freed from the inceffant attacks of the mufquctoes, to view in 

tranquillity the face of the country. I took a walk round the 

cabin, in order to make myfelf fure that we were now at laft in a 

Rate of peace and fafety: when lo! an ambufeade rufhed forth 

againft me. I was all of a fudden covered over with the whole 

army of infedts. I fought, wrapped myfelf clofe up as well as I 

could, and ded to the cabin, which, for want of due fumigation, 

did not afford me relief fo foon and fo eadly as I expected. Dur¬ 

ing the ftorm the infedts had the fagacity to get behind the fide of 

the cabin that was fheltered from the violence of the wind, and 

waited till it diould be over, and till an opportunity offered of 

making a frefh attack. Their plan and tadtics were attended with 

complete fuccefs. When we refumed our journey, we were ftili 

N 2 attended 
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attended by an hort of afifailants almoft as numerous as that by 

■which we had been purfued to the cabin. 

We had yet forty miles to travel before we fhould arrive at Al¬ 

ien, though we had already advanced twenty miles from the place 

where we left the river. The ftorm that had prevailed in the 

night had not brought fine wreather by a dififipation of the clouds. 

The fpace over which we were to go this day prefented a profpe<rt 

almoft as dreary as the day before. It feemed to us that we were 

fometimes going higher up in the mountains than we had hitherto 

done : we ftill found fnow as we proceeded. Our fervant was par¬ 

ticularly charmed with the idea of our being fo near the clouds : 

he feemed to imagine that he was already diverted of a part of his 

mortality; and the better to enjoy the illufion, he would fome¬ 

times go out of his way and take a circuit, in order to get higher 

up in the atmofphere. At one time he was wholly out of our 

fight: wre began to call him, but he did not hear us; we waited 

for him, but he did not come; we fired our guns that he might 

know whereabouts we were : ftill he did not make his appear¬ 

ance. If he had been a handfomer youth, wre might have been 

induced to fufpert that Jupiter had fent his eagle to fetch him, as 

he did in former times for Ganymede; but his figure prevented 

any fuch apprehenfion. He returned to us at laft; and on our 

interrogating him why he left his company, he faid, that feeing 

a beautiful cloud very near him, he had run after it for the pur- 

pofe of knowing better than he did what kind of thing it was; 

but 
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but that he found himfelf by degrees fo involved in it, as to lofe 

his way, and to be ignorant of the direction we had taken. 

When we had any eminence to afcend, we looked at our ther¬ 

mometer at the bottom, and found that it was colder by two de¬ 

grees at the fummit of fome of them. The weather all the while 

was very unfavourable and incommodious for travelling: it was 

exceffively moift, and the clouds with which we were conflantly 

furrounded, communicated fuch a degree of humidity to our tent, 

baggage and clothes, that we could no where enjoy any comfort¬ 

able repofe. We thought it better, without halting, to pufh for¬ 

ward as well as we could. At length, by dint of perfeverance in 

our fatiguing progrefs, we began to defcend the mountains. After 

paffing by a cataradt, dalhing perpendicularly from the fummit of 

fome rocks, which was fed by the melting maffes of fnow and the 

moifture of the clouds that crept along the brows of the moun¬ 

tains, w'e were prefented with the moft charming landfcapes. We 

were ready to fancy ourfelves tranfported as by a magic rod into 

another atmofphere, another country, another climate. On the 

oppofite fide of thofe mountains, which are the Alps of Lapland, 

all is on a gigantic fcale, all is rich and beautiful. Vegetation of 

every kind is both abundant and luxuriant, the herbage thick, and 

the trees large. Here they ftart up to view all at once in fuch 

frequent and extenlive groupes, as are not to be feen any where in 

any of the declivities of the fouthem chain of mountains. We 

plunged into the depths of a wood where the grafs rofe to the 

height of our knees: but I cannot exp refs the pleafure I felt at 
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feeing again the river of Alten rolling its pellucid ftream through 

rich meadows, and with a velocity which recalled to our minds 

our paffage from Kautokcino to Koinosjoki. Betwixt Kautokeino 

to the charming diftridl where we had now arrived, a fpace of one 

hundred and twenty Englifh miles, we did not meet with a hu¬ 

man creature, excepting the two Laplanders of Kautokeino, who 

left their nets and followed us, as before-mentioned. 

At the place where wTe now were, we at length fell in with a 

falmon-fiflier, who had come thither w7ith his wife. It is fo un- 

ufual and unheard-of a thing to meet with any human being in 

thofe fequeftered regions, that when the woman heard the noile 

we made in the woods, file was affrighted, and wanted to per- 

fuade her hufband to betake himfelf with her to flight, for fear of 

fome wild beafl, or unknowm monfter, coming to devour them. 

When we came up file had not recovered herfelf; however flie 

had become more compofed as fhe had a nearer view of us while 

w e approached. She was young, and the changes of colour in her 

countenance occafioned by fear rendered her the more interefling. 

Perhaps it was the effect of our prefent folitude, and owing to the 

circumftance that we had not enjoyed the pleafure of feeing the 

fair fex for a long time, but I thought that this woman was not 

unworthy of a place in the number of beauties. She had black 

eyes, regular features, and chefnut hair. Whatever was the caufe 

I know not, but I could not help fixing my eyes on her more than 

on any other of the furrounding objects. The fiflier had a flore 

of excellent falmon, and alfo a pot for boiling it. He cut two or 

three 
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three of his filli into flices, and treated our whole caravan with a 

difh of his falmon, prepared in the manner of foup and bouillie, 

feafoned with fome herbs and fait, and a handful of oatmeal, which 

he took out of a bag that feemed to form not the lealt important 

article of his wealth. Having neither plate, fork, nor fpoon, we 

were obliged to fupply the place of thefe w ith pieces of the bark 

of the birch-tree, and we made an excellent dinner. 

This falmon-filher’s boat was of great ufe in tranfporting us 

over a river that obftrudted our way to Alten, where w7e were de- 

firous of arriving as quickly as poffible, in order to put an end to 

a fatiguing journey of nearly forty miles through the mountains. 

We were landed from the boat in a wood, the paths or tradls of 

which gave us to underftand that we had now come to a country 

inhabited by men. We enquired every inftant of our guides who 

went before us, where w'as Alten-Gaard ? how many miles we 

had travelled, and how many we had yet to go ? Every moment 

we expected to be at our journey’s end, and our knees began to 

tremble, unable any longer to fupport us, as we purfued our wind¬ 

ing road through this foreft; when, to our extreme mortification 

as well as furprife, we difcovered that the labyrinthical tradl we 

followed had milled us ; and after an hour’s walking we perceived 

that we were exactly at the fame fpot where we had landed from 

the filherman’s boat.* Amidft this defolation, we could not help 

* Nel bofco Ferrau molto fi avvolfe 

E ritrovoffi alfin onde fi tolfe. Ariosto. 

“ Long through the devious wilds the Spaniard paft, 

“ And to the river’s banks returned at laft: 

“ The place again the wandering warrior view’d, 

“ Where late he dropt his cafque amid the flood. 
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laughing moft heartily, and taking this miferable adventure eafily. 

It was but a harfh kind of pleafantry; but, as there was no re¬ 

medy, we determined to fet out afrefh; and, by way of greater 

precaution, we had recourfe to our compafs, in order to apprife our 

guides when we thought they were proceeding in a wrong direc¬ 

tion. This contrivance was not without its utility; and we foon 

came in light of the place whither we were bound. But before 

we could arrive at Alten-Gaard, we had yet a journey of eight 

miles to accomplilh. As we were incapable of this without ex- 

haufting ourfelves too much, we went in and llept fome hours at 

the firft houfe that we came to. Next day we reached the habi¬ 

tation of a Norwegian merchant, which alone compofed the vil¬ 

lage, fo much longed for, of Alten. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

Situation of Alten- Gaard—Profpeffi to the Frozen or Icy Ocean— 

Bathe in this Sea—Inhabitants of Alten-Gaard-, their Hof pit ality—■ 

Plan for proceeding to the North Cape by Water—Departure from 

Alten-Gaard—Pafs near Mount Himellar, or Heaven-man ; Wa¬ 

terfalls from this Mountain—Beautiful Scenery—Meet with the 

Habitation of a Lapland Family, but find the Houfie deferted—- 

Vifit another Hut—Condition of the Laplanders on this Coafi—- 

Their Mode of Life, and happy Simplicity—Affedling Family -ficene 

■—Fall in with fome wandering or mountain Laplanders—Their 

Tents and Premifes defcribed—A Herd of Rein-deer—Miferable 

Appearance of thefe Animals—Their great Sufferings from the Heat, 

and the Flies, efpecially the CEfirus Tarandi, Linn.—Rein-deer 

Milk—Pafs the Whaal Sund, or Sound of Whales—Havefund, a 

fingle Houfie, in a dfinal Situation—Appearance of Nature as you 

approach the North Cape—Magerbn, or Bare Ifiand—Arrive at 

the North Cape—Defir/ption of this Promontory. 

JN walking to the merchant’s houfe we obferved in an adjoin¬ 

ing paflure two or three horfes. The appearance of this ani¬ 

mal, which we had not feen in the courfe of five hundred miles, 

indicated that we had come to the refidence of a perfon who was 

Vol. II. O a ftranger 
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a flranger here, and the native of a civilized country. The houfe 

was fituated on an eminence, and commanded on one fide a view 

of the oppofite mountains, and the malfes of fnow with which 

they are confhmtly covered ; on the other fide it afforded a prof- 

pe6l to the Frozen Ocean, which here penetrates into the landy 

and forms a confiderable gulf, near which the houfe in queftion 

was built. We were delighted at finding ourfelves at fo fhort a 

diftance from the objedl of our journey, which was to put an end 

to our toils and hardfhips. The beautiful colour of the fea, and 

the brilliant tranfparency of the waters, offered a moft pleafmg 

fpedtacle to our eyes ; but nothing, indeed, cheered our minds fo 

much as the idea of having fo far fucceeded in our enterprize. 

The fight of mountains covered with fnow, and the name of the 

Frozen Ocean, amidfl a heat as great as that in Italy, heightened 

the contrail between thofe oppofite circumflances, and reprefented 

this place to our imagination as fomething lingular and extraordi¬ 

nary, which was not to be met with in any other part of the 

world. Even the very thought of having reached the Frozen 

Ocean had fomething fublime in it: to enjoy it flill farther, and 

to make the moil of it, we determined to throw ourfelves into 

the waves of this fea, and to recruit our exhaufled flrength by a 

bath. The merchant gave us warning not to do this ; nobody, 

he faid, rilked bathing there, for fear of fharks : but we could not 

refill the flrong inclination that impelled us, and we did venture 

to plunge into the water. This, however, was fo infufferably 

cold, that it was not long before we came out of it, and we felt 

our 
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our legs fo benumbed that they were fcarcely able to fupport us 

on the beach. 

After dreffing ourfelves and {having our beards, which were of 

fix days growth, we were called to dinner ; and not a little fur- 

prifed to find fix different diflies, with a bottle of wine fet down 

for each perfon. This profped comforted us ftill more than the 

view of the Frozen Ocean, and after dinner we found ourfelves 

more refrefhed by the wine than we had been by the fea water. 

We thought ourfelves now in paradife, in elyfium, in an en¬ 

chanted palace. Every thing was good ; every thing was delici¬ 

ous ; and the keennefs of our appetite doubled the convivial and 

focial pleafure. The merchant was a married man, and his lady 

was an excellent practical cook, as well as a perfect houfewife. 

They had a boy who waited at table; and the fociety of the 

houfe was increafed by the refidence of the bailiff of that diftrid 

of Lapland, who after the death of his wife had come to live with 

the merchant, for the fake of company. The bailiff was a very 

worthy and pleafant man, and much efteemed in this family, and 

in all the diftrid. We found ourfelves fo comfortably fituated 

here, that it was not without regret we began to talk of proceed¬ 

ing in our expedition to the North Cape ; this, however, was in- 

difpenfible, for it was proper and neceffary to avail ourfelves of 

the favourable feafon. We inquired into the belt manner of per¬ 

forming this route ; how many days it would require by land, 

and how many by fea; if any one had made this journey before 

us; and what was the diltance between the North Cape and Al- 

O 2 ten ? 
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ten ? We were informed that the North Cape was diftant from 

Alten thirteen Norwegian miles; that is, above a hundred miles 

Engliffi ; that it was impoffible to get there by land, and that 

the only way was to go by fea. The whole of this peninfula they 

deferibed as one continuation of mountains, interfered by lakes-, 

rivers, and impenetrable moralfes, which would intercept our pro- 

grefs at every flop. They allured us, that admitting the poffibir- 

lity of overcoming thofe obftacles, we co uld not poffibly reach the 

North Cape by that way in lefs time than a fortnight. A journey 

to the North Cape, they faid, had never been undertaken by any 

one in fummer, on account of its great length and the almoll in- 

fuperable difficulty of accompliffiing it: and as we were limited 

in refpedt of time, and had a great diftance to go back to Tor- 

nea, we might be too late in the feafon for doing fo. If we were 

overtaken by the bad weather, we ffiould not be able to return 

till winter had fairly fet in, fo that we might travel in Hedges. 

After weighing all circumftances, we determined to proceed to 

the North Cape by water; and we propofed, when we ffiould be 

about half way to make fome excurfions into the peninfula. 

The third day of our Hay at Alten, the merchant procured us 

four men, and an open boat with four oars. One of thefe men 

had doubled the Cape before, and confequently was acquainted 

with the courfe to be taken. The other three were very good 

feamen, and had been on thofe coafts on the bufinefs of fiffiing. 

One of them, who adted as pilot, fpoke the Norfe, or Norwegian 

language ; the other three that of Finland and Lapland, It pra- 

. , mifecl 
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mifed on the whole to be a very pleafant and comfortable expedi¬ 

tion. We were furnifhed with cufhions and mattreffes, bed clothes 

and coverings. By way of provifions, we had every thing that 

was good, fuch as white wine, claret, brandy, frefh falmon, roafled 

fowls, veal, hams, coffee, tea, with the neceffary utenfils; and, in 

a„word, all that we could poffibly have occafion for. It was, in- 

deed, nothing but a party of pleafure on the icy ocean. The 

gulf that I have mentioned, indenting the mountains, offered 

every where the moft magnificent and interefting profpe6l. 

We fet out from Alten, on Monday the 15th of July, at two 

o’clock in the afternoon ; and we did not arrive at the Cape till 

the night between the Friday and Saturday following. Three 

miles from Alten we paffed on our right a mountain, called in 

Norwegian HtmelJar, or Heaven-man, from which there fell into 

the fea five or fix cafcades, two or three hundred yards of per¬ 

pendicular height. Farther onward was another grand cataract, 

where we quenched our third;. We went up into the mountains to 

fee the place where it had its fource, and were furprifed to find 

at their fummit very beautiful natural meadows. Still farther off, 

we again faw a fine cafcade rufhing down from another moun¬ 

tain. All thefe waterfalls were fupplied, no doubt, by the melt¬ 

ing of the fnow on the diftant mountains, which formed as it 

were the back ground of the picture. The cafcade laft mentioned 

was precipitated from a hill, adorned on three fides with a wood 

of birch, fpread in the manner of an amphitheatre, fo that it ap¬ 

peared as if it had been planted by the hand of man. In the midft 

of 



102 TRAVELS 

of this pleafure-ground Rood a wooden houfe, covered with turf, 

and inhabited by a family of fixed Laplanders. I wifhed to pay 

them a vifit; one of our guides, however, befought me not to go 

there immediately by myfelf, but to fend him on before me ; be- 

caufe, faid he, the family will perhaps be frightened at the fight 

of a {hanger of fo different an appearance from their own. He 

went into the houfe, but found nobody there : it was completely 

deferted : the family had either gone on a fifhing excurfion, or 

were in the mountains tending their rein-deer. The architects of 

the houfes on thofe coafls, appear to have been of the fame fchool 

with him who built the church of Mafi ; though it might not 

bear quite the fame proportion to that church, which our houfes 

do to cathedrals. I cannot fay that we were very difcreet in our 

vifit: we looked at, and fearched out every thing, even their 

pockets : all was open and expofed ; for there are no locks in Lap- 

land. We found not any article of curiofity, befides a box of 

rofin. This juice iffues from the fir-tree, of which the Laplan¬ 

ders make an ointment for dreffing their wTounds. We returned 

with regret to our boats, and it was not without pain that w’e 

bade adieu to fo charming a profpeCt, which bore a {hiking 

refcmblance to all that is moft romantic and delightful in the 

natural fcenery of Switzerland. 

There was not a breath of wind, and our boatmen were much 

fatigued writh rowing in fo great a heat. In order to give them 

lome refpite, and to gratify our own curiofity, we vifited all the 

Laplanders fettled on this coaft, who generally lived at the dis¬ 

tance 
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tance of a Norwegian mile, or mile and a-half from one another. 

Abundance and contentment reign in all their dwellings. Each 

Laplander is the proprietor of the territory around his little man- 

fion, to the extent of a Norwegian mile, or eight eight Englifh, 

in every direction. They have fome cows which furnifli them 

with excellent milk, and meadowr land which yields hay for their 

fodder in winter. They have every one a {lore of fifh dried in the 

fun, not only for their own ufe, but wherewithal to purchafe 

luxuries; that is, fait, oatmeal, and fome woollen clothes. Their 

houfes are conllrudled in the form of tents : a hole in the mid¬ 

dle, which gives them light, ferves alfo as an aperture for letting 

out the fmoke of the fire, which is always placed in the centre 

of the cabin; and around which they fleep quite clofe to one 

another. In winter, befides the heat of the fire, they have the 

benefit of the animal warmth of the cowTs, with whom they fhare 

the fhelter of their roof, as the inhabitants of Scotland do in the 

highlands and the northern ifles. The doors of their houfes in 

fummer are always open ; and although in that feafon there is no 

night, they are accuftomed to fleep at the fame time as other 

Europeans ; with the exception of thofe who are in fuch inceflant 

purfuit of pleafure, as to fly from one objedt to another, and pufli 

the hours gradually on, till they convert night into day. We have 

gone into their cabins at one and two o’clock, after the hour that 

we call midnight,- when we always found the whole family lain 

down and afleep. We have fometimes remained a quarter of an 

hour near them before they were awakened by our prefence from 

2, their 
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their profound flumber. They not only fleep with their doors 

wide open, but fo foundly, that it is not eafy to roufe them. The 

faCt is, that they are not expofed to any kind of danger or difturb- 

ance—they are far removed from the anxieties and fears that at¬ 

tend envied poffeffions ; and the only wild beafts that could poffibly 

give them any alarm or uneafmefs are, the wolves and bears. But 

thefe animals never attack houfes, as they procure fufRcient 

nourifhment by following the wandering Laplanders with their 

rein-deer. There are no venomous animals in thofe rude countries ; 

and as to men, they all live in the moll perfeCt innocence. 

Here the neceffity of government, for the diftribution of juftice, 

and the equal protection of the people, exifts not. A fmall num¬ 

ber of inhabitants, difperfed over immenfe traCts of lands, have 

little inducement to make aggreffions on each other ; and the ge¬ 

neral equality of condition that prevails, and above all, the con- 

ftitutional feeblenefs of paftion, and equanimity of temper, pre¬ 

vent not only infliction of injuries, but refentment. Though the 

Laplanders are defencelefs, yet the rigours of their climate, and 

their poverty, fecure them from invafion ; and thus they exift with¬ 

out combination or protection, and without bending with fubmif- 

fion to fuperiors. Here the melancholy examples, which exift in 

all hiftories, of the great tyrannizing over the meaner fort, are not 

to be found, nor the falfehood and peijury which generally prevail 

among rude and barbarous nations. 

In one of the families we vifited, we witneffed a very tender and 

afteCting fcene, which convinced us that fenfibility is not banifhed 

from 
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from thofe northern latitudes. At three o’clock after midnight 

we entered a cabin, in which there were, befldes the matter of 

the houfe, his mother, his young wife, and two infant children. 

They were faft atteep, and we waited for fome time, that we 

might awaken them gently : they all of them lay on the ground, 

wdiich they had covered with the branches and leaves of the fra¬ 

grant and aromatic birch ; over thefe wrere fpread fome rein-deer 

fkins. They flept as the maritime Laplanders do in general, with 

their clothes on ; but thefe being very large and loofe, occafion 

no inconvenience by impeding in any degree the circulation of the 

blood. The wife awoke firtt, and catting her eyes on one of our 

boatmen, whom fhe knew, fhe was glad to fee him, and entered 

into converfation with him in Lapponele. The hufband and his 

aged mother alfo awoke foon after, but the children continued in 

their found deep. The old woman perceiving our Laplander* 

burft into a flood of tears ; the young woman likewife wept; fo> 

did the boatman; and fo by inftin&ive fympathy did we all* 

without knowing w7hy. For a moment we preferved a dead 

filence; when our interpreter having entered the cabin, and found 

us in tears, afked in Finnifh the reafon of all this forrow } 

The occafion was this—the old woman had feen the boatman 

about a year before, when fhe w7as in perfect health ; but fince 

that time fhe had been feized with a ftroke of apoplexy, which 

had totally deprived her of the ufe of fpeech. After this general 

emotion had fubfided, we afked for fome rein-deer milk and 

cheefe. Our landlady immediately went out of the cabin and 

Vol. II. P conducted 
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conduced us to the (lore, which was a little wooden box, or fhed, 

raifed upon beams to a certain height from the ground, that the 

provifions it contained might not be damaged by the humidity 

of the fnow in winter. We were aftonifhed at the quantity of 

things this good and provident woman had in her magazine. 

There was great plenty of dried fifh, and dried rein-deer flefh, 

cheefe, and tongues of the rein-deer, oatmeal, rein-deer fkins, 

fur and woollen cloths, and other articles. Every thing befpoke 

riches and comfort; and, what W'as moft remarkable, our kind 

hoflefs gave us w hatever we wanted in the mold liberal manner, 

and without the leaft idea of receiving aught in return ; on the 

contrary, fhe perfifled in refufmg to accept any money when we 

offered it. I have feen very few places where the people live in 

fo eafy and happy a fimplicity as in the maritime diflridts of Lap- 

land. Their huts are dark and narrow, and they have neither 

bedfdeads, chairs, nor tables ; for they fleep and fit more com¬ 

fortably on the ground, and their houfes are as convenient as they 

need be for their occupations and different purfuits. Their local 

fituation has, at leafl in fummer, a cheerful and fmiling afpedt, 

being placed near the fea, and at the foot or on the fides of moun¬ 

tains, where the bountiful hand of nature has given them rich 

paftures that want no cultivation ; and what is moil valuable, the 

ground on which they tread, and the foil which yields them fuf- 

tenance, they call their own, and acknowledge no landlord over 

it. There is no mafter to trouble them, or to infpire them with 

any fear or apprehenfion : the only fevere influence they have ta 

dread, arifes now and then from the rapacity of merchants. 
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We left this cabin to purfue our voyage ; but after proceeding 

five or fix Englifh miles, we were obliged by the wind again to 

land, when we determined to take advantage of this interval to 

make an excurfion into the interior of the country, in order to try 

if we could meet with any thing remarkable, and particularly, 

whether we could not get a fight of fome wandering Laplanders 

with their rein-deer and their tents. We travelled feven or eight 

Englifh miles on foot, and found here and there, amidfl thofe 

mountains, delicious fpots and vallies, enclofed by hills that were 

covered with birch and fome other trees. We enjoyed the fhade, 

and the frefhnefs of the brooks or rivulets that watered the vallies. 

We at lafl came to a mountain Laplander’s tent, and our curiofity 

was fatisfied : this tent was of a conical form, and not fhaped as 

tents are in general. They put together feveral polls or beams 

ef wood, frefh cut down, flicking them with one end in the 

ground, and making them meet at the top. Thefe beams they 

covered all round with pieces of woollen cloth, which they faflened 

to one another. The diameter of the tent we faw at the bale 

w'as eight Englifh feet. In the middle was the fire, and around 

the fire fat the Laplander’s wife, a boy, who was his fon, and 

fome inhofpitable and furly dogs, which never ceafed barking at 

us all the time we remained near them. Fall by the tent was 

ereiled a fhed, confifling of five or fix flicks or polls, that were 

faflened to one another near the top, in the fame manner as the 

tent, and covered with fkins and pieces of cloth. Under this 

canopy the Laplanders kept their povifions, which wrere cheefe 

P 2 of 
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of the rein-deer, a Email quantity of milk of the fame, and dried 

fiffi. A little further was a rude inclofure, or paling, made in 

hafte, which ferved as a told or yard for the rein-deer when they 

were brought together to be milked—thofe animals were not 

near the tents at the time we made our yifit: they were in 

the mountains, from whence they would not defeend till to¬ 

wards night. As we did not feel ourfelves difpofed to ramble 

about in quell of them, at the hazard of lofmg ourfelves among a 

feries of mountains, exhibiting throughout an uniform appear¬ 

ance, we judged it more advifable to offer fome brandy to the 

Laplanders, on condition that they would go with their dogs and 

bring the rein-deer home, or as near as they could to the tent. 

Scarcely had they fwallowcd the brandy, which we had given 

them as an earned: of more, when we heard the fhrill barking of 

the dogs refounding through the mountains. The Laplanders 

then told us that the rein-deer were coming; and very fhortly 

after we beheld a troop of not lefs than three hundred deer de¬ 

feend ing from the mountains in a direction towards the tent. We 

then infilled that they fhould drive the rein-deer within the in¬ 

clofure near the tent, that we might have an opportunity of feeing 

and examining them the better, and tafting the milk frefh from 

the does. They did as we defired ; but not without very great 

difficulty, becaufe the animals, not being accuftomed to be fhufc 

up in the fold at that hour of the day, were unwilling to 

be confined, and it was not till after repeated efforts that the 

Laplanders were able at lafl, with the affiftance of the dogs, to 

compel 
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compel them to enter. We had then time to view them at our 

leiiure. Thofe poor animals were lean, and of a fad and melan¬ 

choly appearance: their hair hung down, and their exceffive 

panting indicated how much they fuffcred at this feafon of heat 

and affliction: their fkins were pierced here and there, and ul¬ 

cerated by the mufquetoes, and the eggs of the fly called, in Lap- 

ponefe, henna, (ccjlrus tarandi, Linn.) which tormented them in 

the molt cruel manner. I made a collection of thofe infeCts and 

their eggs, intending them as prefentsfor my entomological friends. 

As to the milk which we tafted, it is not fo good at this time as 

in winter. In fummer it has always a kind of ftrong or wild 

tafte, and too much of what the French call an haut gout. 

Our guides advifed us to return to the boats, and avail ourfelves 

of the favourable breeze that had fprung up for purfuing our 

voyage; and we took leave of our Laplanders, whofe only regret 

at our departure feemed to be a mortification at the removal of 

the brandy. We palled in our boat the Whaal-Sund, or Sound 

of Whales, which was agitated at the fame time by the current 

that fets in here very {Long, and by the wind, which blcwT con¬ 

trary to the current. Whales refort to this ftrait in great num¬ 

bers, and are, as we were told, very common in all thefe fleas. 

Although we wrere allured by our mariners, that they had never 

palled this ftrait without feeing eight or ten whales, we were fo 

unfortunate as not to get a fight of one. We went on fhore to 

the houfe of a merchant, fituated on an ifland near Havefund: 

this was perhaps the molt difmal habitation on the face ol the 

earth. 
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earth. The whole land around it did not produce one tree or 

Hi rub ; no, nor fo much as a blade of grafs: there was nothing 

to be feen but naked rocks. The inhabitant of that houfe had 

not any thing but what he brought from a diftance, not even fuel. 

The fun for three months of the year is not vifible ; and if, during 

that fpace of time, the atmofphere were not illuminated by the 

aurora borealis, he would be buried in profound darknefs—Dread¬ 

ful place to live at! The only attraction in thefe abodes is hilling, 

and the love of gain. The nearer one approaches the North 

Cape, the more nature feems to frown : vegetation dies, and leaves 

behind it nothing but naked rocks. 

Proceeding on our voyage, we left on our right the {trait formed 

by Mageron, or Bare Ifland, and the continent. The vaft ex- 

panfe of the Frozen Ocean opened to our left, and we arrived at 

laft at the extremeft point of Europe, known by the name of the 

North Cape, exaCtly at midnight. 

Siftimus hie tandem, nobis ubi defuit orbis.* 

The North Cape is an enormous rock, which projecting far into 

the ocean, and being expofed to all the fury of the waves and the 

outrage of tempefts, crumbles every year more and more into 

ruins. Here every thing is folitary, every thing is fteril, every 

thing fad and defpondent. The fhadowy forefl no longer adorns 

the brow of the mountain; the tinging of the birds, which en¬ 

livened even the woods of Lapland, is no longer heard in this 

* Here then we flood, and touch’d the earth’s laft point. 

6 feene 
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fcene of defolation; the ruggednefs of the dark gray rock is not 

covered by a fingle lhrub; the only mufic is the hoarfe mur¬ 

muring of the waves, ever and anon renewing their affaults on 

the huge maffes that oppofe them. The northern fun, creeping 

at midnight at the diftance of five diameters along the horizon, 

and the immeafurable ocean in apparent contact with the fkies, 

form the grand outlines in the fublime picture prefented to the 

aftonifhed fpectator. The inceffant cares and purfuits of anxious 

mortals are recollected as a dream; the various forms and energies 

of animated nature are forgotten; the earth is contemplated only 

in its elements, and as conflituting a part of the folar fyfterm 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XL 

A Grotto among the Rocks of the Cape—Rocks, of which the North 

Cape is compofed, chiefly Granite—Birds feen near that Cape—• 

Return from the North Cape—A different Route to Alien from the 

one taken before—IJland of Maafo, and its Inhabitants—Great 

Hofpitality and Attention—Advantage of being miflaken for a 

Pi •’nice in travelling—A Place called Hammerfeft—Hwalmyjling, 

a Peninfula—Account of an Englfh Frigate coming as far as Ham- 

merfef fome Years ago—Arrive again at Alten—Excurfion to 

Telwig, a great Eifhmarket—Embark on the River Alten—Sin¬ 

gular Combination of three Cat ar a As—Attempt to afcend in the 

Boats one of thefe Waterfalls—Reafons for this Adventure—It 

fails, and the Travellers are obliged to proceed on Foot over the 

Mountains—Difference of Temperature in the Air—Regain the 

River, and meet the Laplanders of Kautokeino—Reach Kautokeino ; 

thence to Enontekis—Difficulty of the Journey to the latter Place— 

Two Englfh Travellers at Enontekis: their Memorandums—The 

Clergyman of Enontekis—Extra As from a manufcript Account, 

written by that Clergyman, refpeAing the Parifh of Enontekis: 

its Population, Church, Inhabitants, Colonies, Manners, and natu¬ 

ral ProduAions; among the Latter fome Plants and Birds, and Re¬ 

marks 
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marks on the Dfcafes of the Rem-deer—Journey from Enontekis to 

Tornea and Uleaborg—Conch if on. 

IT ITAVING made drawings of thofe rocks under various afpecfts, 

we landed from our boat, and fcrambled upon the top of 

them. We there found fome pieces of wood thrown out by the 

fea, with which we kindled a fire in the face of the Frozen Ocean, 

and began to prepare a repaft. In looking about for a place to 

which we might retire with fome comfort, we difcovered a grotto 

formed by three rocks, whofe fmooth and polifhed fides indicated 

that they had heretofore been wafhed, for many ages, by the waves 

of the fea. In the midft of thefe rocks was a large roundifli ftone, 

under which there ran a fmall flrcam of wrater. As we were 

tracing the courfe of this ftream, which had its fource in a neigh¬ 

bouring mountain, we found on its margin fome plants of angelica. 

This we regarded as a great acquifition to our table, becaufe we 

had found it to be a very refrefliing and falubrious vegetable. The 

grotto was fo convenient, that it had the appearance of being 

the work of art. The Rone in the centre ferved for a table, 

around which we could place ourfelves; and we had only to ftoop 

down to replenifh our bowl with water, perfectly frefh and 

fweet, though we wTere within a few paces of the fait fea. We 

regretted much that we had no iron implement wherewith to en¬ 

grave fome motto, or at leaft our names on thofe rocks. After 

we had finifhed our repaft, we amufed ourfelves with going up to 

the higheft parts of the rocky eminence, which were very rugged, 

Vol. II. Q, and 
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and thence precipitating down large mafles of ftone. Thefe in 

their fall made a terrible crafh, as they ftruck againft every thing 

that oppofed their way to the ocean. The rocks on thofe coafts 

are for the moft part compofed of granite. The North Cape it- 

felf is a mafs of granite, interfperfed with fome veins of quartz, 

lying in the direction of fouth and north. In the femicircle 

of rocks which form the Cape, is a point or prominence to¬ 

wards the weft, where we found fnow on a fpot not more-than 

two fathoms above the level of the fea; a circumftance which ap¬ 

pears, in fome meafure, to confound the French theory refpedting 

fnow at a certain height in the atmofphere, and indeed the whole 

fyftem of Mairan, BufFon, and Baillie, refpe&ing central heat. 

The only fpecies of birds that we could difeover on thofe rocks 

was one of the genus motacilla. But at a fmall diftance from the 

Cape, out at fea, the ur'ia grille, fome fpecies of Jams, and the 

alca arklica were very common; and I fucceeded in bringing 

down feveral of thofe birds. 

A gentle breeze fetting in from towards the north invited us to 

leave the Cape, and enabled us to make ufe of our fail: but we 

had fcarcely proceeded five or fix Englifh miles, when we were 

overtaken by a calm, which obliged our people to have recourfe 

to their oars. We did not return to Alten by the fame courfe, 

but vifited whatever we underftood to be in any way worthy of 

our notice on the iflands that fringe the coaft. We came firft to 

the ifle of Maafo, which is inhabited by a clergyman, a merchant, 

and thirty families befides. The merchant received us with the 

high eft 
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bigheft marks of diftindtion : he offered us different kinds of liquor; 

he made us a prefent of fome fponges, which are found in thofe 

parts, together with fome fea-fhells; among the latter was a cancer 

Bernhardus eremita, in a buccinum glaciale : he gave us alfo a fpeci- 

men of an aka alee, which his fon had Ruffed; he fhewed us the 

environs of his habitation; thefe confifted fimply of rocks and fome 

caverns, where they hunted the otter: and at our departure, he 

hoifted the Danifti flag, and faluted us with three difeharges of 

his cannon. All thefe exceffive marks of refpedt and veneration 

were not, perhaps, the eftedt of mere hofpitality, but more pro¬ 

bably of the delufive fancy that we wyere two princes travelling in 

diftmife. This delufion was founded in a circumftance that had 
O * 

previoufly happened. A fon of the late duke of Orleans, after tra¬ 

velling through Norway, came from thence to this coaft in a fhip. 

From the ifle he proceeded to Alten, from Alten he traverfed on 

horfeback nearly the fame ground that we had done, in company 

with a young man of the name of Montjoye: Both travelled 

under borrowed names : the firft under that of Muller, the fecond 

under that of Froberg, which is of the fame import in the Ger¬ 

man as his own name in French. The year after thefe gen¬ 

tlemen had been here, the merchants on the coaft were informed 

by their correfpondents that one of them was the Prince of Or¬ 

leans : and from that time they believed in Norway, as well as on 

the coaft of Lapland, that every ftranger, accompanied by another, 

and one or two fervants, was fome prince on his travels, either for 

inftrudtion or amufement. In order to form a juft eftimate of 

Q 2 the 
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the hofpitable treatment we received at Maafo, it would be ne- 

ceffary to know whether the two perfons juft mentioned obtained 

the fame marks of refped: that we did. I travelled afterwards 

with my countryman Mr. Bellotti, through Norway, where we 

were treated, in like manner, with the moft diftinguifhed marks 

of honour. I certainly acknowledge with gratitude the hospi¬ 

tality Shewn us in that country ; but I cannot, without due re¬ 

gard for truth, omit to notice, that it was every where believed 

that we were Italian princes, who had come to pafs fome time in 

the North, during the troubles of Italy; and all the almanacks 

were moft carefully perufed in order to find out what princes we 

might be. My friend being of a more delicate frame and com¬ 

plexion than I, pafled for the unknown prince ; and myfelf, who 

was of a more robuft conftitution and appearance, was taken for 

his fecretary or travelling tutor. Some took him for a fon of the 

duke of Parma, others for a fon of the duke of Modena ; and 

feveral who were more fcrupulous in their investigation than the 

reft, referred to genealogical accounts, that by comparing his age 

with that of other young princes whom they found mentioned, 

they might be enabled to trace and afeertain his true rank and de- 

feent. I have no doubt but we Should have met with the fame 

polite hofpitahty, independently of all deception: but I cannot 

forbear thinking that this notion was not without its influence 

among certain clalfes of people in the principal towns of Norway, 

where we remained fome days. 

From Maafo we proceeded to Hammerfeft, a place where there 

are 
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are two or three merchants and a clergyman, with a few other 
/ 

families. All thofe little fettlements on this coaft bear a very near 

refemblance to each other: around them is the fame fterility, the 

fame nakednefs, the fame rocks. 

Near Hammerfeft flows a fmall river which paffes through a 

pleafing glen, fhaded by fome birch-trees : in this river there are 

fome excellent falmon caught. Direftly oppofite to Hammerfeft 

is a peninfula called Hwalmyfling, abounding very much with 

hares, for the fkins of which the proprietor draws from two to 

three hundred rix dollars a year. One of the merchants at Ham¬ 

merfeft gave us a confufed account of an Englifh frigate, about 

feven or eight years before, having come to thofe coafts, in the 

time of his predeceftors, with two aftronomers, one of whom built 

an obfervatory for himfelf on a neighbouring mountain, and the 

other went to fix his refidence for fome time at the North Gape. 

He neither recolledled the particular year, nor the names of the 

aftronomers; but only that the appearance of the flip made fuch 

an impreftion on the people on thofe coafts, that they all came to 

fee her, and went away with terrible apprehenfions that fhe had 

come to carry war and deftrueftion into their country. The cler¬ 

gyman of Hammerfeft was fo fquare and ftout a man, and of fo 

gigantic a feature, that if the extent of his underftanding had borne 

any proportion to that of his corporeal frame, he would have been 

the ableft divine of our age. He fpoke both Latin and German, and 

was very inquifttive about news and politics. He was mightily re¬ 

joiced at feeing us, being convinced that we fhould be able to give 

him 
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him fome news more recent than any that he had heard. One 

may form an idea of the little communication there is between 

thofe parts and the reft of Europe from the following circum- 

ftance : it was the lQth of July, 1799, and the minifter of Hem- 

merfeft had received no intelligence concerning the great affairs 

of nations fmce the victory obtained by the Englifli fleet at Abou- 

kir, in Auguft 1798. 

We did not receive the fame honours as at Maafo, becaufe, 

perhaps, the merchants at Hammerfeft had neither cannon nor 

ammunition. Such is the weaknefs and foolifh vanity of human 

nature, that on our departure from this place, we were fenfible of 

fome difappointment in not hearing any report of cannon. We 

ihould not have been difpleafed if the fame mark of refped, or 

rather folly, had been fliewn us. 

At Alten we found ready to meet us a man whom 1 had employed 

to colled: plants and infects, and another who had come to enter¬ 

tain us with his fiddle, and to give us a fpecimen of the mufic of 

this part of Europe. See Appe?idix. At this village we remained 

feveral days for the purpofe of making the neceffary preparations 

for our return to the gulf of Bothnia. During this interval of 

repofe, we made a fhort excurfion to Telwig, in order to fee the 

Laplanders who came thither from all quarters to fell their fifh. 

It is a fmall port or creek of the fea, three miles from Alten, 

where there is a village inhabited by fome merchants and a cler¬ 

gyman : it poffeffes a church. 

I fhall not fatigue my reader with a detail ol all the minute cir- 

g cumftances 
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cumRances of our return acrofs the defert. I fhall conduct him 

by rapid marches to Tornea, giving only the outline of our jour¬ 

ney. In two boats we reafcended the river Alten againft all its 

catarads, and by dint of perfeverance, pufhed farther up than any 

one had ever done before. The paflage along this river is as pictu- 

refque as the imagination and heart of a painter can defire. Its banks 

are fometimes beautifully decked with birch ; at others they prefent 

a rugged and horrid afpedi ; perpendicular rocks, with here and 

there deep chafms and precipices, fearful and inacceffible. In our 

progrefs up the river, we met with a cafcade, rufhing perpendi¬ 

cularly from a rock, which had a Rriking rcfemblance to the ruins 

of the vaulted roof of a majeRic cathedral: at the foot of thefe 

rocks is a fmall lake, and all around natural Reps, as if cut in the 

Rone, which gives to the whole the appearance of an ancient 

temple. Here we faw a bear who had come to the river near this 

place to flake his thirfl, but who had no fooner fpied us than he 

made off to the woods. A fox too came to drink at the fame place, 

which was in front of our tent where we had pafled the night. 

Farther onward we were Rruck with two cafcades oppofite to 

each other, and both falling from the banks of the fame river, 

Alten, which forms itfelf, at a fmall diflance, an infurmountable 

cataradl. The proximation of three fuch waterfalls is a circum- 

Rance perfectly Angular in its kind ; at leaR I have never any¬ 

where feen or heard of any thing Amilar ; and had I merely be¬ 

held it reprefented in a drawing, it would have appeared to me 

the work of fancy, and altogether incredible. Here we made an 

effort 
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effort to mount up the cataract of the river, though it feemed to 

mock our defign, and to be the ne plus ultra of our navigation. 

To facilitate our afcent, I placed the Laplanders in different fitu- 

ations with ropes in their hands, .faftened to the boat, and one 
• 

tied round my waift, in order to aid my efcape in cafe the boat 

fhould founder or be overfet. In fact, it was on the point of 

being funk, and had not the Laplander who held the rope faffc- 

ened to the poop drawn it back in good time, we muft have 

gone to the bottom. The dangers and hazards incurred on thefe 

cataracts were not the effect either of a fpirit of adventure or of 

neceffity, but, paradoxical as it may feem, of lazinefs. We found 

ourfelves feated tolerably at our eafe in the boats; but if the far¬ 

ther navigation of the river fhould, after our utmoft efforts, prove 

impracticable, then fhould we again be doomed to traverfe a 

dreary .chain of mountains, at the expence of an irkfome and fa¬ 

tiguing journey on foot, and at the hazard of lofmg ourfelves in 

the deferts. The farther we mounted up into the country by the 

river, the fhorter would be our route by land. Should we be able 

to overcome this cataract, the river was likely to be fmooth and 

even for a confiderable courfe, when we might make ufe of our 

oars. Thefe circumftances invited us to make the attempt: it 

w7as made, but proved fruitlefs. 

We therefore took again to the mountains, making new tra- 

verfes in order to avoid the lakes and rivers. It wTas not long be¬ 

fore we found ourfelves in another climate: the thermometer fell 

to four degrees of Celfius. Some clouds paffmg over our heads 

covered 
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covered us with fnow or fleet. For twelve hours we travelled 

without intermiffion, except when we found it neceflary to take 

fome refrefliment, before we regained the river Alten. The fear 

of a change of the weather, or of a ftorm, accelerated our march : 

nor did we indulge ourfelves in either long or frequent paufes, 

during a journey that could not be lefs than fifty Englifh miles. 

We arrived at laft at the fame place where we left the Laplan¬ 

ders of Kautokeino with their boats, and who waited in order to 

conduct: us back to Kautokeino. We had fent a meflenger to 

apprize them of our return, and to engage them to come there 

to meet us againfi that day. A northerly breeze faved our boat¬ 

men the trouble of rowing againfi; the current. Some branches 

of the birch-tree, at that fieafon in full leaf, fet up in the poops 

fupplied the want of a fail. 

Having arrived at Kautokeino, we were under the necefiity of 

making another long journey on foot, as far as Enontekis, which 

place we wiflied to take into our route. The way was not then 

known to be practicable, never having been attempted before. 

The mountains which feparate Enontekis from Kautokeino, are 

not half fo high as thofe which divide Alten Gaard from Mali; 

but we were deftined to encounter as great difficulties here as on 

thofe of Norwegian Lapland, We had to ford rivers; we were 

infulated by morafles; we were bewildered in deferts. Our good 

Laplanders knew no more the place in which they were than we 

ourfelves: their opinions on this point were divided ; and, but for 

the direction of our compafs, we fhould have incurred the rifk of 

Vol. II. R wandering 
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wandering till the approach of winter in thofe woods, or been 

under the neceffity of returning to Kautokeino. At laft we fpied 

the fleeple of the chureh of Enontekis, after travelling two days and 

a half, and ajourney of near one hundred Englifh miles. We arrived 

at Enontekis the day after the departure of two Englifh travel¬ 

lers, w?ho had undertaken the fame journey as our’s; but one of 

them being taken ill with a fever, they -were obliged, after re¬ 

maining for fome time at this place, to return. This gentleman 

was a mafler of arts, and a fellow of Jefus college, Cambridge ; 

a man of genius and lively parts, as wrell as learning : he had been 

in Italy, and underflanding that an Italian was travelling to the 

northward, and would perhaps return that way, he wrote down 

in a kind of regifter, or book of record, kept by the worthy 

clergyman, four lines from Ariofto, which were admirably well 

adapted to my fituation, and painted to the life the fatigues of 

my journey. 

Sei giorni me n’ andai mattina e fera, 

Per baize e per pendui orridi e ftrani, 

Dove non via, dove camin non era, 

Dove ne fegno, ne veftigia umanaA 

Thefe tw7o Englifh gentlemen had Raid with the clergyman 

for a week, and had been treated by the whole family with the 

* Six tedious days, from morn to eve, I pafs’d 

O’er many a pendent cliff and horrid wafte;. 

At length a wild and lonely vale I found, 

With hills and dreadful caves encompafs’d round. 

Hoole’s Tranjl. of Ariofto. 

utmoft 
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utmoft kindnefs during the illnefs that detained them. They de¬ 

termined to exhibit a {how, which they conceived would draw 

the Laplanders from all quarters to this place, and which feemed 

calculated to make on the minds of this fimple people a great 

impreffion. This was, to mount an air balloon. I know not 

what effect this objed might produce on the natives, but I have 

reafon to fuppofe that the concourfe was not great. At their de¬ 

parture they wrote down in the regifter their names, with the 

following apoflrophe :—“ Stranger, whoever thou art, that viflteft 

“ thefe remote regions of the North, return to thy native country, 

“ and acknowledge that philanthropy is taught amidft civilized 

“ nations, but pradifed where theories of fcience never come.” 

On the oppofite page of the book I again found the name of 

Mr. Vefvrotti, who had come here to let the Laplanders know, 

as he had before informed the Finlanders, in a kind of Franco- 

Latin, that he had heretofore been prefident of the parliament of 

Dijon. 

“ Libertatem qurerens feditionifque theatrum fugiens, hie fuit, 

“ die 15°Martii, anno 1792.” 

“ Carolus Richard de Vefvrotti, Dijionenfis (of Dijon) prasfes 

“ in fuprema rationum curie Burgundias.” 

The minider of Enontekis was a man of learning, and em¬ 

ployed what leifure he has from his padoral duties, in {fatidical 

and phyfiological invedigations. He has made large colledions in 

natural hidory of all kinds : he has alfo written a little book, 

containing anfwers to a number of queries, made by a Swedifh 

R 2 gentleman 
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gentleman travelling in thofe parts, for the improvement of na¬ 

tural hi {lory. This refpe£lable clergyman had gone out of the 

houfe a few minutes before our arrival. Finding his wife to be a 

very intelligent, as well as a civilized and well-bred woman, we 

put feveral queftions to her refpeefting the population and natural 

productions of that part of the country, on which fhe produced 

her hufband’s manufeript, elucidating the very fubjecls concern¬ 

ing which we defired to obtain fome information. This manu¬ 

feript was divided into five chapters ; the iff. on the population 

of the parifh. of Enontekis ; 2d. on ecclefiaflical affairs ; 3d. 011 

the colonies eflablifhed there ; 4th. on the nomadical or paftoral 

Laplanders; and the 5th. on natural productions. I made fome 

extracts from the manufeript, which 1 fhall communicate to the 

reader. 

The population of the village of Enontekis, and of the whole 

parifh, confifls of nine hundred and thirty fouls ; of which two 

hundred and fifty-eight are colonifls, or fixed Laplanders ; and 

fix hundred and feventy-two are nomades, or wandering families,- 

who live in the mountains taking care of the rein-deer. 

Concerning the yearly income of his living, and the rents re¬ 

ceived from this parifh, the minifler is filent: but he {peaks much 

of the far-fpread renown of the church of Enontekis; extended 

even to the moft remote regions of the North. The Norwegians, 

he fays, when they are going to undertake any long and dangerous 

journey, are in the habit of fending to the church of Enontekis, 

a candle to be burned there, or fome other fmall prefent, by way 

of 
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of vow. He informs us that the wandering Laplanders Rill pre- 

ferve among them fome remains of paganifm. It happens here 

and there in the defeits, that a Rone is feen bearing fome refem- 

blance of the human form. The Laplanders, when they chance 

in the courfe of their movements from place to place with their 

herds, to pafs by any of thefe Rones, offer up facrifices to the idol. 

There is always found near them a number of rein-deer’s horns. 

He mentions, that the Laplanders have amongR them a confider- 

able quantity of money, which they are in the cuRom of bury¬ 

ing in the earth ; fo that hundreds of rix dollars are frequently 

loR, as the proprietors are often overtaken by fevere illnefs and 

death, before they have revealed to any one the place w'hej'e their 

treafures are concealed. 

Of the drefs of the Laplanders, he obferves, that there is 

fcarcely any other difference between that of the mountaineers 

and that of thofe who have permanent habitations, except that 

thefe laR are, in the fummer feafon, in the habit of wearing 

woollen Ruffs in place of the Reins of rein-deer; and that they 

have fliirts, which the wandering Laplanders have not. The only 

book known among the Laplanders, according to this authority, 

is the prayer-book. 

He fpeaks of a kind of glue made of the rein-deer’s horns, 

which, he fays, is of a moR excellent quality. He further Rates, 

that the moR common difeafe among the rein-deer, is that of the 

milza\ for which there is no remedy, and of which the animal 

dies in the fpace of one year. He adds alfo, that difeafes of the 

eyes, liver, heart, and feet, are very common to thofe creatures. 
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He mentions the enormous quantity of wolves, which in the 

courfe of the preceding year (1 7Q8) had committed extraordinary 

ravages among the rein-deer, and which he aferibes to the war 

in Finland. 

• On the fubjeCl of natural productions, he fays, that potatoes 

thrive very well; but that other culinary roots and plants are not 

raifed without much difficulty. Barley and oats are produced 

here. In the cultivation of the earth they make ufe of a plough 

of a conftruCtion peculiar to the country, but which is very well 

adapted to ploughing a foil where there is a great number of large 

Hones to be avoided in that operation. The rubus arflicus does 

not thrive fo well as the rubus chatruzmorus. 

The birds he notices are the following: 

Strix Scandiaca 

Strix NyCtea 

Turdus rofeus 

Motacilla Suecica 

Tringa Lapponica 

Tringa lobata 

Platalea Leucorodia 

Anas nigra 

Anas Erythropus. 

Of infeCts he neither gives any defeription or enumeration, nor 

any lift of their names. He made a collection however of them, 

which he fent to his correspondents in Sweden, and to the aca¬ 

demy of feienees, from which he has a penfion of fixty rix dollars 

a year, to enable him to purfue his ftatiftical refearches, and to 

make obfervatioovs, and attend to objefts of natural hiftory. 

0 Our 
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Our journey from Enontekis to Tornea lay always along the 

banks of rivers : we paffed on to Muonionifca, where we faw our 

friend the prieft, and our excellent pilot Simon. We vifited our 

acquaintances at the different places we came to, for inftance, at 

Kengis and Upper Tornea, where we paid our refpedts to the mi- 

nifter of the parifh, and his amiable daughters. At Tornea we did 

not fail to wait on our friends, the redtor and the merchants,, 

who confidered us prodigious travellers : and at laft we made a 

triumphant entry into Uleaborg, where we difplayed to our fcru- 

pulous friends, the fhells, fponges, birds, and other natural curiofi- 

ties we had collected, in proof of our having really been at the 

North Cape, the fartheft extremity of Europe. 

CONCLUSION. 

ee THUS ends a courle,” fays Reignard, in conclufion of his 

Journey to Lapland, “ which I would not but have made for all 

“ the gold in the world, and which I would not for all the gold in 

“ the world make over again.” The French traveller could not, 

in my mind, have drawn a jufter picture of his character, and the 

fpirit in which he undertook his diftant travels, than is exhibited 

in this enigmatical mode of expreffion. 

Curiofity is either the effect of felf-intereff, infpiring a defire of 

learning what may be ufeful; or of “ pride, which makes us am- 

(e bitious of knowing fomething unknown to others.” Does not 

the 
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the fecond part of this definition, by Rochefaucault, throw light 

upon, and remove as it were the veil from this fentence of Reig- 

nard, which is fo much at hoftility with itfelf ? He would not, for 

all the gold in the world have forgone the vain fatisfa&ion of 

having been the only Frenchman who had ever been in Lapland, 

but at the fame time, by exaggerating the toils of his journey, he 

feems to be defirous of deterring every other perfon who might 

wifii to perform it after him. The love of fame is juftly denomi¬ 

nated the lafi: infirmity of noble minds ; but when it degenerates 

into the frivolous vanity of difcouraging others from an enterprife 

which we ourfelves have accomplifhed, though conceived before 

to have been very difficult, it becomes very blameable. This fail¬ 

ing is too common among men of every clafs, and particularly 

among men of letters. It is a fentiment wholly unworthy of a 

philofopher, and even degrading to his character. It implies a 

defire of retarding the progrefs of knowledge, under the oftenta- 

tious pretext of a zeal for diffiufing it; and fuch difcouragement 

is perhaps the moll fatal, when it comes from a quarter refpe&ed 

and looked up to by the public. 

Travels in Lapland, inftead of leaving nothing in the mind of 

the traveller but an unproductive vanity, furniffi every one who is 

defirous of extending the fphere of his knowledge, and who is 

captivated by the ftudy of nature, with a thoufand fubjedts worthy 

of his remark and inveftigation, and, probably, have even a ten¬ 

dency greatly to advance fcience, and to improve the happinefs of 

human life. How vafi: a field is opened for refearch to the natu- 

ralifi:,. 
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ralift, in thofe extenfive and unexplored deferts ! The grand diver- 

fity and contrariety of climates; the fudden tranfitions of the fea- 

fons; thofe luminous meteors which, in winter, fupply the place 

of the fun ; and that fun which, in fummer, never quits the hori¬ 

zon—Are not thefe phenomena fitted to excite admiration ? 

In thofe regions every thing wears an afpeCt of novelty. The 

rivers and lakes are flored with their particular kinds of fifhes ; 

the mountains abound in mines of every fpecies. The rein-deer, 

the glutton, and the lemming, are animals unknown in other 

parts of Europe. The ornithologift meets there with birds pecu¬ 

liar to thofe climates; and the entomologift at every ftep finds, 

for the enrichment of his collection, rare and precious infeCts. 

Even the penetrating eye of Linnaeus left fomething in this walk 

for future difeovery. A number of infeCts, even of the order 

Jepidoptera (butterflies), was afterwards difeovered by Mr. Quen- 

zel and others, and form very valuable articles in collections of 

this kind: and although the Pliny of Sweden has been minutely 

attentive to the objects of botany, and fearched in the moft diftant 

corners for every indigenous plant which feemed 

-Born to blufh unfeen, 

And wafte its fweetnefs in the defert air, 

{till his pofterity find fufficient employment, in the clafs of cryp- 

togamia, which when analyfed by the chemifts, may open new 

fources of induftry in our manufactures and commerce. 

If the traveller poffefs that enchanting art, by which, * on his 

Vol. II. S return 
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return home, he may in his port-folio again take a view of thofe 

rivers, cafcades, and mountains, that prompt fo lively a recollection 

of his fucceflive pleafures and pains, he will not want in Lapland 

abundant fubjeCts for his imitative pencil. And although winter 

be unpropitious to his art, he will find what in fummer will pre¬ 

sent a thoufand objeCts to invite his attention, and an ample re- 

compence for his patience. His imagination will be exalted to an 

extacy of a melancholy kind : a penfive fadnefs, not without its 

charms and ufefulnefs.'* That profound folitude and filence which 

every where reigns, will every inftant fuggeft the queftion, to 

what good end do thofe places ferve ? To w'hat purpofe all that 

beautiful fcenery of lakes, rivers, rivulets, and cafcades, if thofe 

deferts are never, as wTould feem to be the cafe, to be peopled by 

human beings ? This queftion will never be folved by man, 

while he retains the perfuafion that he is the Lord of the crea¬ 

tion, and fo long as he indulges the idle and prefumptuous preju¬ 

dice, that every thing exifts only for him. Thofe birds w'hich 

make the woods refound with their fong, which fwarm in 

mar flies, on rivers, and in the air, and which in fummer retreat 

by a long continued flight to Lapland from all parts of Europe, 

in order to provide themfelves with nefts—have not thofe crea¬ 

tures a natural right of multiplying their fpecies, as well as man ? 

Perfecuted every where elfe by human fnares and induftry, re¬ 

fined by fidlitious wants and defines, ought they not to have an 

afylum where they may depofit the fruits of their loves ? 

* A melancholy turn of mind belt fitted for love and fiiendfiiip.—Hume. 

To 
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To the enlightened philofopher Lapland prefents throughout, 

fubjeds of refledion and contemplation*—no arts flourifn here 

—you no where meet with temples, houfes, wrecks of columns, 

or of other monuments. The antiquary walks forth amidft the 

ruins of edifices, that he may learn the hiflory, and admire the 

actions of former times. In Lapland, the philofopher has an 

opportunity of fludying among wandering tribes the firfl elements 

of focial life ; of fociety in its moil ancient and primitive form— 

he comes not here for the purpofe of admiring human produc¬ 

tions, but for that of contemplating nature, the order and har¬ 

mony which prevail in the creation, the fixed and unchangeable 

order of things, and the wifdom of Providence that is every where 

confpicuous ; he comes for the purpofe of enlarging in thofe de- 

ferts the bounds of his knowledge, of animating his piety, and pre¬ 

paring the way for improving his future happinefs. What a 

journey is that to Lapland, to a traveller from the South ! What 

* It is an important queftion in natural philofophy, how far the opinion of 

Mairan, BufFon, Bail lie, and others, concerning what they term central heat, is 

founded on fads. It is afked, was there ever a priod fince the formation of the 

earth, when the regions of the North were warmer than they are at prefent ? Can 

we fuppofe that there has been a change of climates, and that in the eourfe of 

ages aneffential difference has taken, place in the temperature of the atmofphere ? 

Thefe queries would naturally prefent themfelves to a perfon travelling in Lap- 

land ; but I am forry to acknowledge, that I have met with nothing that might 

tend to anfwer them. So far I can fay, that during the fhort fpace of time I was 

in Lapland, I did not difcover any thing that could be confidered as confirming 

fo fublime a theory. I faw no hot fprings, nor fimilar vefiiges of a warmer tem¬ 

perature ; nor did I perceive any traces of a greater population, nor any indica¬ 

tions of very remote inhabitants, by remains of art, and fragments of antiquity. 

S 2 Other 
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other courfe of travels more adapted to produce reflexions and 

leffons, that may redound to his well-being! How great his ad¬ 

vantage over travellers from the North, who, quitting the rigours 

of their native foil, come among us and contraX, by the force of 

habit, a tafte and paflion for pleafures which their native country 

refufes ! They carry home the defire of enjoying fuch a climate 

and fky as that which they have left ; they feel privations every 

day ; they regret the want of thofe amufements, which are pecu¬ 

liar to a more refined Rate of civilifation, and to a more genial 

climate : they long for the gratification which is derived from 

the culture of fcience, and the perfeXion of the fine arts. But 

happinefs is not efifentially promoted by the mere recolleXion of 

thofe loft enjoyments. The traveller from the South, on the con¬ 

trary, returning from the country which yields no fuch pleafures 

and advantages, hails with enthufiafm the bounteous fun, whole 

favourable influence and benign rays every where diffufe gladnefs, 

fertility, and plenty ; and if, on his return, he is fo fortunate as to 

find peace and fecurity univerfally diffufed over his native country, 

and the empire of laws dilfributing juftice and equal proteXion to 

the people : let him repofe from all his labours and toils; let him 

cultivate in the bofom of his family the civic virtues, anxioufly 

chcrifli that fcience and civility which have fo clofe a connexion 

with virtue and humanity, and teach and aflure his countrymen, 

that they arc the happieft people in the world. 

0 GENERAL 
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GENERAL REMARKS 

CONCERNING 

LAPLAND. 

SECTION I. 

Of fome Writers who have given Accounts of Lapland, efpecially the 

MiJJionary Canute Leems—The Author s Views in this part of the 

Work explained. 

TF a traveller were to confine his attention and his narrative to 

the particulars that actually meet his own eye, his difcoveries 

would be bounded by a narrow horizon, and even in that compafs 

his information would often be very imperfeCt. The origin, rea- 

fons, and various connections of things are frequently to be learned 

from others. It is therefore his bufinefs, not only to converfe as 

much as poffible with the natives, and all thofe who can afford in¬ 

telligence, but alfo to confult written records. To fwell a jour¬ 

nal with extracts from books within every one’s reach, and which 

all may underftand, is a common but not a very equitable prac- 

Vol. II. T tice. 
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tice. The cafe is other wife where the book, containing curious 

and ufeful information, is not known to the nations to whom the 

traveller addreffes his work, and which, were the}/ acquainted 

with its exiftence, would be intelligible only to a very fmall 

number. 

In order to add authority to my experience, and enlarge my 
I 

knowledge of the manners and cuftoms of the Laplanders, I call 

about to procure what affiftance I could from various accounts, 

either printed or in manufcript, and in my refearches I fortunately 

found at Drontheim, the capital of the province of Norway, which 

borders on Norwegian Lapland, a w'ork but little known in other 

parts of Europe. This book profeffedly treats of the Laplanders 

inhabiting Finmark, who are fubjedt to the Danifh crown. The 

manufcript was drawn up in the Danifh language by Canute 

Leems, who was ten years a miffionary to the Laplanders, con- 

llantly refiding amongft them, and a teacher of the Lapland 

tongue in the vicinity of Drontheim.. It is dedicated to the pre- 

fent king of Denmark, Chriftian the Seventh, by whofe command 

it was firfl written, and afterwards tranflated into Latin. This 

tranflation was printed at Copenhagen in ]/6/: it is illuflrated 

by notes, chiefly, though not folely, relating to botany and natural 

hiftory, by Gunner, Bifhop of Drontheim, accompanied with a 

differtation on the pagan fuperftition of the Laplanders, and up¬ 

wards of ninety copper-plates. From the miffionary’s narrative, 

and alfo the bifhop’s annotations, I have introduced among my 

obfervations what appeared to be moil curious and important. 

There 
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There exifts an account of Swedilli Lapland, which in no re- 

fpedt differs from that of Leems; but the reader is particularly 

cautioned by the miffionary againft another publication by an 

anonymous author, in the German language, entitled, Nordtfche 

B.eyfe, &c. which came out about the middle of the laft century. 

This German writer makes the Laplanders a nation of magicians, 

and has filled his book with monftrous abfurdities, and told the 

moft egregious falfehoods concerning them. He afferts, that the 

Laplander calls his rein-deer to him by blowing a horn; and that 

when he fs about to fet off on a journey he whifpers the animal 

in the ear, as if he was informing him of the way he was to go. 

Now the miffionary abfolutely denies that either horn or trumpet 

is known amongft the Laplanders, who make no ufe of any mu- 

fical inftrument whatever. As to the whifpering in the animal’s 

ears, the folly of fuch a ftatement is a fufficient impeachment of 

its veracity. The fame perfon fays, he bought a favourable wind 

with money and tobacco of certain inhabitants of Norland, who 

gave him a piece of linen rag tied in three knots, which he was 

to faften to the main fail; and he adds, that upon loofening the 

firft and fecond knots he had a favourable wind, but that the third 

caufed a violent tempeft. Our miffionary totally denies the pro¬ 

bability of the affirmation, though it may be admitted that the 

Lapland magicians formerly pretended to fuch power over the 

winds ; for the fame affertion has alfo been made by other writers. 

Our readers, who are admirers of Hudibras, will recolletR, that 

Butler has an allufion to this fuperflition, which undoubtedly he 

T 2 had 
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had met with in thofe authors, in the courfe of his extenfive read¬ 

ing. 

The mitfionary’s book is publifhed, very properly, in the Danifh 

language, as well as in the Latin tranllation. For the barbarous 

Latin that the tranflator, though a great mafter of the Latin 

tongue, is obliged to ufe from the novelty of the matter (which 

even Cicero or Casfar could not have expreiTed in pure latinity), 

would in many inftances be unintelligible to good latinifls, if it 

were not elucidated by the addition of the Danifh. 

The Laplanders, of whom an account is given by the miffionary 

Leems, are the inhabitants of Finmark, making part of the pre¬ 

fecture of Drontheim, and belonging to the crown of Denmark. 

And thefe are faid to differ in no refpcCt in their manners, cuf- 

toms, and language, from the Laplanders belonging to Ruffia and 

Sweden, and manifeftly to be one and the fame people, though 

under different governments. In following our author through his 

w7ork, I fhall, in fome inftances, go over the fame ground on 

which 1 have already flightly touched. But,' wdiere 1 do fo, the 

circumflantiality of the miffionary wall afford a fufficient degree 

of novelty and intereft, to prevent the unpleafant fatigue of repe¬ 

tition. 

Some writers have defcribed the Laplanders, not only as dirty, 

indolent, and immoderately addicted to fpirituous liquors, but as 

a libidinous and cowardly race of people, covetous of money, and 

knavifli in the acquifition of it. The miffionary Leems fhew7s a 

very laudable partiality for thofe people, wTho have been the objedl 

of 
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of his pious labours, and among whom, according to his own 

account, he has paffed many days of hardfhip, for the purpofe of 

pointing out to them the road to failvation. He does not deny all 

that has been afferted in their disfavour, or rather, his mode of 

vindication, thews, that however they may be improved in their 

manners, they were not always irreproachable. As to their inor¬ 

dinate paffion for intoxication, whether by means of fpirituous 

liquors or tobacco, he acknowledges and explains it, though even 

here his propenfity to fhade and extenuate their failings is ob¬ 

vious. 

From what I have faid concerning the affifiance of which I 

fhall avail myfclf in the following account of Lapland, the reader 

is not to imagine, that he has to expedl nothing farther in the 

fubfequent pages than a mere tranflation of the book alluded to. 

On the contrary, I have only felecled from it fuch information 

as 1 found interefling and applicable to the prefent Rate of that 

country. This is interfperfed with my own remarks ; and I have 

fhewn in which points I differ from the ftatements of the author. 

Some of his affertions, which were not confirmed by my own ob- 

fervation, I have not introduced : and, laftly, I have inferted large 

communications* on the natural hiflory of Lapland, accompanied 

by fome plates; which, I truft, will be received as an acceptable 

prefent, by thofe who cultivate that important fcience. It would, 

* Chiefly what is faid on the birds, and other animals of Lapland, and the 

entire (edtions on infers, botany, and mineralogy ; alfo the laft ledtion, which 

contains fome general obfervations relative to meteorology and natural hiflory. 

however. 
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however, be an aft of injuftice, if I claimed the merit of the laft 

mentioned additions as entirely my own ; and I therefore acknow¬ 

ledge with grateful pleafure the obligations I owe to feveral lite¬ 

rary gentlemen for their liberal affiftance. Dr. Quenzel, of Stock¬ 

holm, furnifhed me with the lift in the branch of zoology ; by the 

kindnefs of Mr. Paycul, of Stockholm, and Profeffor Thunberg, 

of Upfala, in granting me free accefs to their valuable cohesions, 

1 was enabled to form a catalogue, and to take drawings of many 

curious objects. Here I cannot omit mentioning the name of my 

friend Lieutenant Guftavus Brandel, who, being a proficient in 

the art of drawing, rendered himfelf very ufeful to me by his aid 

and good advice. For the lift of the indigenous plants of Lap- 

land, I am indebted to the goodnefs of ProfefTor Swartz, a name 

too well known to need any commendation from my pen ; and 

for that of the minerals my thanks are due to Mr. Hyelm, in- 

fpetftor of the mufeum of minerals, and matter of the mint, at 

Stockholm, a gentleman not lefs diftinguifhed by his accurate 

knowledge, than by the fimplicity and politenefs of his manners, 

and his readinefs to aflift the inquifitive in the purfuit of fcience. 

SECTION 
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SECTION II. 

Of the Origin of the Laplanders, 

ROM whence the Laplanders derive their origin they them- 

felves are wholly ignorant. The moil: general opinion is, 

that they are defcended from the ancient Finni, or Finns, and 

this fuppofition appears to our miiTionary, as it muft to all men of 

fenfe, more probable than the notion of thofe who deduce their 

defcent from the ancient Hebrews. The coincidences, on the 

flrength of which the advocates for the Hebrew origin fupport 

their opinion, the miffionary thinks it worth while to detail atfome 

length. I ffiall extract the principal of them, not from any idea 

that they are worthy of ferious attention, but merely for the pur- 

pofe of adding a few to the many examples which are already be¬ 

fore the world of the fancies and conceits of etymologies.—In 

“ the firft place, the Laplanders generally have black hair, fo have 

“ the Jews ; the Jews are of fmall ftature, fo are the Laplanders : 

“ Saturday was confecrated to devotion among the Jews; fo it 

“ was alfo, before the introduction of Chriftianity, among the Lap- 

“ landers: the manner and modulation of the voice in linging the 

“ pfalms in Lapland is very like that of the Jews in their lyna- 

<f gogues: the Jews, when they offered up facrifices to God, were 

8 wont 
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“ wont to eat the greater part of the offerings themfelves; fo 

u alfo did the Laplanders in facrificing to their idols—they con- 

“ fumed the flefh themfelves, leaving nothing to their divinities 

“ but the bare bones : it was the men who were the cooks among 

“ the Jews; fo alfo it is the men, not the women, who are the 

“ cooks among the Laplanders. Some of the Jewifh laws re- 

“ fpedting the phyfical condition of women were anciently ob- 

“ ferved alfo by the Laplanders.” 

The miffionary obferves, that there are many coincidences in 

the manners and modes of life of the Laplanders and the ancient 

Scythians. The garments of the Laplanders, like thofe of the 

Scythians, confill in the fkins of wild bcafts. The Scythians, like 

the Laplanders, negleding agriculture, had no fixed habitations, 

but wandered about with their wives and children from place to 

place, and derived their fubfiftence from their herds of cattle. 

Our author alfo remarks very ftriking affinities between the lan¬ 

guages of ancient Scythia and Lapland : for example, thundery 

which the Scythians called terami, the Laplanders exprefs by 

tiermes. 

The miffionary has nothing to objedt to the general opinion 

that the Laplanders were originally of the fame race with the 

Swedifh Finns or Finlanders; an opinion founded on a ftriking 

ftmilitude of names and other circumftances. But, after granting 

that the Laplanders and Finns may probably have been once the 

fame people, and that the marks of difcrimination now exifting 

between them may have been gradually brought on by the courfe 

of 
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of ages, he thinks himfelf julfified in comprehending under the 

name of Laplanders all the people dwelling upon the coafts of 

Finland and Norland, who lead a paftoral life, like the other in¬ 

habitants of Norway, as well as thofe families wrhich wander about 

from mountain to mountain with their rein-deer. 

With refpeft to the point in queftion, namely, the defcent of 

the Laplanders from the Scythians, afterwards called Tartars, the 

Bilhop of Drontheim, in his Annotations, obferves, that the Finns, 

the neareft anceftors of the Laplanders, are mentioned by Ptolomy, 

the geographer, and by the Roman hiftorian Tacitus, whofe de- 

fcription of the Finns, the Bilhop might have added, is applicable 

in the moR Rriking and important inRances, to the mountain 

Laplanders, and the fhepherds of Norland and Finmark of the 

prefent day. 

The Bilhop, while he conliders the Laplanders and Finlanders 

as originally the Finns or the Finni of Ptolomy and Tacitus, fup- 

pofes the Finns themfelves to be defcended from the Scythians or 

Tartars, and from that tribe or nation of Tartars known by the 

name of Samoeids. The Norwegian, Swedilh, and Ruffian Lap¬ 

landers, he holds to be the fame people. 

The Finlanders, or Finnilh Laplanders, are offended, Bilhop 

Gunner tells us, at being called Laplanders. This he accounts 

for with Scheffer, by fuppofing lap to be a term of reproach.* 

* The Laplanders feem to have been known to Herodotus and other ancient 

writers, who have given them the names of Cynocephali, Troglodytes and Pyg¬ 

mies. It is fuppofed that their prefent name was given to them by the Swedes, 

who made the firft and principal conqueft of their country. It is faid to be de- 

Vo L. 11. U lived 
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The Bifhop fuppofes that the Laplanders were moR probably the 

earlieR inhabitants of Sweden and Norway, and the RrR adven¬ 

turers from Scythia, being driven from the fouthern parts of Scan¬ 

dinavia into thofe dreary deferts by fubfequent hordes, who over¬ 

ran the diftrids of the weft and fouth, feeking for room and fub- 

RRence. Not only their manners and cuftoms at this day dif- 

cover pretty manifeft traces of their Scythian origin, but thofe 

difmal regions lying towards the Frozen Ocean, from the Ruffian 

province of Kamtfchatka, are Rill inhabited by a race of men 

fimilar to the Laplanders, and who, like them, may have been 

forced back into the rude retreats of freedom, long before national: 

records and credible hiRory. 

rived from one of thefe three Swedifh words: lapp, which fignifies a wolf; or 

lappa, which denotes a bat; or laftly, lapa, which means to run. There can be 

no abfurdity in adopting, on the liypothefis of the Bifhop of Drontheim and 

"Scheffer, either of thefe etymologies. The clothing of the Laplanders juftifies 

the firft, their ill-favourednefs the fecond, and their wandering manner of life the 

laft. 

SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

Of the Language of the Laplanders. 

HP'HE language of the Laplanders appears to be wholly diftind 

and feparate from all others, excepting only the Finnifh, to 

which it has fome analogy; not, however, fo great as that which 

the Danifli bears to the German. It is diftinguifhed by certain 

peculiarities refembling the idiom of the Hebrew. But the mif- 

fionary does not take it upon him for that reafon to fay that it is 

derived from the Hebrew.. He refers to the preface of a Lap- 

landifl. ammar, which he had publifhed, for an account of cer¬ 

tain words and expreffions, which feem to indicate a derivation 

from the Greek and Latin. But he admits that it does not hence 

follow that thofe words are adually Greek and Latin, transferred 

to Lapland : they may, notwithftanding that fimilarity, belong to 

the genuine and native language of the Laplanders; and although 

the Lapponic contains many terms nearly fimilar to the Finnifli 

and Danifh, or, more properly fpeaking, the Norwegian or Norfk, 

yet it differs fo much from thofe languages in the general elocu¬ 

tion and mode of expreffion, that if, in pronouncing certain words, 

the Laplander, Finlander and Dane were each of them to ufe his 

own vernacular dialed:, they would not underfbnd one another. 

U 2 The 
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The Lapponic tongue has been fo little attended to by foreign¬ 

ers, the miffionary obferves, that it is hardly underftood even by 

the Norwegians bordering on Lapland; although it is not lets 

worthy of being reduced to fixed grammatical rules, and rendered 

intelligible to other nations, than the other living languages of 

Europe. It is particularly recommended by an elegant brevity, 

which expreffies in one word what in other languages would re¬ 

quire feveral. For example, my little loaf is expreffed by the fingle 

Lapponic word lacbatzhiam. This term lacbatzhiam is analyfed 

in the following manner: it is made up of the noun fubftantive 

laibe, a cake or loaf; the diminutive atz; and the pronoun am, 

which fignifies mine. The Lapponic admits of a commutation of 

confonants, namely of the labials B and P, B and M, F and V; 

the gutturals G and K; the dentals S and Z; the linguals D and 

N, D and T; the labial letter F, and the guttural K, are alfo ex¬ 

changed with one another: the letters gn, joined together in the 

fame fyllable, are pronounced with an afpiration. 

The miffionary, in farther iiluftration of the genius and charac¬ 

ter of the Lapponic, goes at very confiderable length through all the 

parts of fpeech of which it is compofed, viz. noun, pronoun, verb, 

prepofition, and the particle. There are but few of my readers, 

I prefume, who would thank me for following that author 

through the whole of his differtations on the elements of the Lap- 

landifh tongue ; and I fhall content myfelf with the ftatement of 

a few particulars that probably will not be unacceptable. 

The firfl ten numbers in the Laplandifh table of notation are— 

Auft O 
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Auft - 1 Gut 6 

Gouft - 2 Zhicezhia 7 

Golm - 3 Kautze - 8 

Nielja - 4 Autze 9 

Vit - 5 Laage 10 

It appears to be a Angularity in the language of Lapland, that 

the names of fluids, metals, minerals, grain, herbs and fruits, are 

all of them exprefled only in the plural number. It abounds in 

diminutives, which contribute to give that language both grace 

and energy of expreffion. 

When a Laplander addrefles a Norwegian peafant, he fays, 

pajjevelje ! that is, my companion ! my friend ! If a woman, paf- 

feoodbba! that is, holy filler ! 

The rein-deer, held in the higheft eflimation, and which are 

fuppofed to be of the greatefl value among the Laplanders, are 

fuch as are caflrated. Thefe excel the others both in fize and 

fatnefs, and are of extreme utility and advantage to their owners. 

Hence fuch phrafes as this : fpeaking of any one whom they think 

worthy of the very higheft degree of praife, they fay, uartzejetz, 

or, he or Jhe is abfolutely a caftrated rein-deer. When a certain 

Laplandifh and ruftic officer of the peace, or magiflrate, in the 

Norfk called Jermand, of the name of John Porfanger, was in an 

elevated and boafling mood, he w7as wont to exclaim, Heerge 

zhiouga, I am a cajirated rein-deer. 

Of a pregnant woman near her time, they commonly fay, NiJJ'on 

la kietziembeii in, that is, being interpreted literally, The woman 

is 
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Is in the days of infpedlion, which means, that fhe is in a condition 

that both requires her to be careful of herfelf, and to be attended 

to by others. 

On the fubje<fl of proverbs or adages, in which the language is 

by no means rich, I muft not omit to mention one common 

among the Norwegian ruffcics of Finmark. When they would 

give the fincereft teftimony of commiferation and grief at any 

misfortune or calamity, be the condition of the fufferer ever fo 

diftinguifhed or exalted, they exclaim, BeifleJlakkar, that is, Poor 

heaft, an expreffion which conveys .to them the livelieft fenfe of 

compaffion and forrow« 

SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

Of the exterior Appearance and bodily Confutation of the Laplanders 

— Their Habits and Mode of Life—Their religious and moral 

Char a 51 er. 

HjpHE children of the Laplanders are remarkably fat and chubby, 

which appears not only in their faces, but other parts of their 

bodies. This difpofition to increafe in flefh, however, is lefs per¬ 

ceptible as they grow up. The Laplander is of a fwarthy and 

dark complexion, his hair is black and lhort, his mouth wide, 

and his cheeks hollow, with a chin fomewhat long and pointed : 

his eyes are weak and watery, which in fome degree proceeds 

from the conftant fmoke he endures whilft at home, in his tent 

or hutand may like wife be attributed to the fnows which, dur¬ 

ing winter, are conftantly driving in his face, whilil he is abroad 

and engaged in hunting upon the mountains, which afford him 

no object to fix his eyes upon but what is glaring with whitenefs. 

That this weaknefs of his eyes proceeds from thefe caufes, and 

efpecially the latter, is highly probable, from the circumftance that 

a man often lofes his fight for l'everal days after his return from 

hunting. 

The Laplanders have been reprefented by fome authors as being 

overgrown 
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overgrown with fhaggy hair, like wild beafts. Others have given 

them but one eye: but thefe are fables which thofe authors feem 

to have borrowed from Herodotus * and Pliny, and in no way ap¬ 

plicable either to the Laplanders, or any race of people upon the 

face of the earth. Others again have afferted, with a greater ap¬ 

pearance of truth and juflice, that they had from nature an offen- 

five fmell. It mull indeed be acknowledged, that there is a cer¬ 

tain unfavoury ranknefs which attends the Laplander, more than 

is commonly found with the inhabitants of other countries; but 

this is not fo much to be imputed to his natural temperament as 

to his mode of life, dwelling as he does in a hut or tent, in the 

midft of a conftant fmoke, and clothed in a drefs which has im¬ 

bibed quantities of dirt, greafe, and train oil. 

* The origin of this flory of people overgrown with hair, who had but one 

eye, like the Cyclops, is as old or older than the time when Herodotus wrote his 

hiftory. He fpeaks of certain Cyclops called Anmafpi, inhabiting the northern 

parts, who waged perpetual war with dragons or griffins, in poffeffion of mines of 

gold. The notion of thefe Cyclops is fuppofed to have arifen from the interpre¬ 

tation of the Scythian word anmafpos, which fignifies one eye. It has been 

thought by fome that the Anmafpi were a Tartar nation, into whofe country the 

Chinefe (whofe enfign is a dragon or griffin) made frequent inroads for the pur- 

pofe of feeking for gold, which they carried away with them. As to the pecu¬ 

liarity of the natives of Lapponia in refpedt to hairinefs, it has been fuppofed to 

allude to their wearing furs in the winter for an outer garment. Herodotus like- 

wife fpeaks of men who, at particular feafons, were changed into wolves. This 

certainly had no other foundation than in the depraved fancies or impofitions of 

forcerers, who pretend to a power of transforming themfelves into wolves, and 

perhaps, to carry on the deception, difguifed themfelves in the fkins of thofe ani¬ 

mals. This belief has remained to later ages, and has left its name behind it, 

being called werewolf, by the Germans wahrwolf, and by the French loupgarcu. 

The 
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The Laplanders are for the moft part fhort in filature, but they 

poflefs a tolerable fhare of bodily {Length. They are certainly a 

very hardy race of people, and are able to undergo great labour, 

and actually fupport themfelves under the extraordinary feverity of 

their climate with a wonderful degree of patience and fortitude. 

In proof of this our miffionary mentions the inflance of a woman 

who croffed mountains of ice and fnow in the month of De¬ 

cember, five days after her delivery of a child, in order to attend 

the prayers of what is commonly called churching. The moun¬ 

tain Laplanders, and thofe of the fea-coafl, or the maritime Lap¬ 

landers, are equally objects of admiration in this refped:, that they 

are able to breathe amidft the fuffocating fmoke of their tents and 

huts, when the only aperture by which the fmoke can pafs is 

clofed, in order to keep out the weather; and as it has been ob- 

ferved that the Laplanders are by nature and from habit able to 

endure great hardffiips, and fuftain exceffive labour with patience, 

fo it has been long fince remarked, that the molt fimple me¬ 

dicaments, which elfewherc are little efieemed, have fufficient 

efficacy to reftore them to health, unlefs their diforders are of a 

very violent nature. This truth is eftablifhed by long experience, 

and feems as if Providence, in compenfation for their inability to 

procure extraordinary affiftance, permitted the fame effects to be 

produced by the molt common means. They fet a high value on 

fpices, and no prefent is more acceptable to a Laplander than that 

which either confffis of tobacco, pepper, ginger, and the like, let 

the quantity be ever fo fmall. 

VOL. II. X They 
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They poffefs a degree of agility which is really wonderful, and 

their bodies are fupple and pliant beyond conception. It is fur- 

prifmg what a number of them are able to flow themfelves within 

a fpace wdiich we iliould not imagine would hold half or one third 

of that quantity. They will fit in the clofefl contact with each 

other, their bodies fupported by their heels, or their entire weight 

bearing upon the toes. The American Indians, or favages as they 

are termed, ufe the fame poflure, and the ingenious hiflorical 

painter, who has reprefented the treaty of the great Penn with the 

Indians at the fettlement of that flourifhing colony which now 

bears his name, has not omitted to embellifh his pidure with the 

figure of an Indian in this extraordinary attitude. 

The Laplanders defcend the fleep fides of a mountain, when 

covered with fnow and ice, with incredible velocity. They make 

ufe of a particular kind of fnow fhoe, differing greatly from that 

which bears the fame name in the northern parts of America: it 

is a piece of wood of fome length, curved before, and turning up¬ 

wards behind, to the middle of which the foot is faflened; and 

whereas the fnow fhoe is calculated for fecurity to prevent a man 

from finking into the fnow, this wooden fhoe or fkate, called in 

the Danifh tongue Jkie, anfwers the purpofe both of fecurity and 

expedition. Accordingly the Laplander Hides along with fuch 

fwiftnefs, that the air whilflles in his ears, and his hair becomes 

ereft with the motion; and yet fo dexterous is he in the manage¬ 

ment of his body, that be his impulfe ever fo violent, he can take 

up his cap, if he chances to let it fall, or any thing elfe that hap¬ 

pens 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 155 

pens to lie in his way, without flopping his courfe. The children, 

as foon as they are able to walk, climb up the hides of the moun¬ 

tains, and excrcife themfelves in the ufe of thefe fkates. 

When they travel with their rein-deer, the celerity of their 

pace can only be conceived when feen : they drive with equal 

expedition up the top of mountains and down them, infomuch, 

that the vibration of the reins upon the backs of the rein-deer is 

fcarcely perceptible to the eye. The Laplanders on the coaft are 

exceedingly fkilful in the management of their boats. Our good 

miffionary fuppofes this extraordinary agility of the Laplanders to 

proceed in a great meafure from the train-oil, which from their 

birth conftitutes a principal part of their food. But the fad; is, 

that from their infancy they are pradifed in feats of adivity and 

bodily exertion : they learn to afcend the mountains, to carry heavy 

loads of timber, to hunt the wild, and to follow the tame rein¬ 

deer for confiderable diftances. In this manner they alfo become 

inured to buffering every degree of heat and cold with patience. 

It is chiefly by the exercife of hunting that they are rendered 

fwift of foot, and their agility is favoured by the fmallnefs of their 

ftature. They are content with little, and have minds incapable 

of being affeded by thofe paffions, which prey upon and deftroy 

the bodies of a great part of mankind. They Ileep equally on 

both fides,* and do not accuftom themfeves to retire to red be- 

* In ntramvis dormiunt aurem, nec plumis indormire mollibus magn 'i csjlhnant, are 

the words ot the Bifhop of Drontheim, from whom this particular is borrowed. 

It is to be obferved, that in Germany, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, it is 

ulual to fleep on one feather-bed, and to have another over it initead of blankets 

X 2 and 
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twixt two feather-beds, as their more civilifed neighbours. Their 

avocations do not difturb the natural flow of their animal fpirit, 

nor do they weaken their body by the labours of the mind : it 

muft of neceffity follow, that they are ftrong, healthy, and adtive. 

Some of the Laplanders are very expert in carving in wood or 

horn, though they ufe no other tool than a common knife ; with 

this they make many little utenfils, fuch as cups, fpoons, &c. as 

will be more fully explained in a fubfequent fedion. Their 

fledges are of their own conflrudion, and fo artificially put toge¬ 

ther, that not a drop of wet can penetrate them. The women 

are very fkilful in ornamenting belts with tinfel wire, and fome 

of them, like the men, excel in carving upon wood or horn. Thefe 

people are very dexterous in the purfuits of the chafe, as will be 

fhewn hereafter. Their only weapons were formerly bows and 

arrows ; but they now make ufe of fire-arms, and are become 

good markfmen. 

The miffionary records, as a principal virtue of the natives of 

Lapland, their great attention to the duties of religion, and their 

ferious devotion when affembled at divine fervice. He fpeaks 

of the patience with which they fit bareheaded in the fevered: 

frofls, for three hours together, to hear the word of God delivered 

to them under tents, which are by no means fufficiently fecured 

againfi: the current of an extreme cold air. It appears, that at 

and quilt; and thefe two feather-beds are moll commonly of the fineft andfofteft 

down. Some phyficians recommend fleeping on the right fide, or right ear; the 

good bithop feems, however, to think, that to fleep cafually on either ear is the 

moil conducive to health. 

the 
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the commencement, and during the earlier part of the lalt cen¬ 

tury, the Laplanders were immerfed in the darknefs of paganifm, 

and without the leaft tindure of letters. It was Frederick the 

Fourth, king of Denmark, who afcended the throne in 1619, 

that firft began to introduce the light of the gofpel amongft them. 

For this purpofe he eftablifhed a religious million, which has been 

continued by his fon, Chriftian the Sixth, Frederick the Fifth his 

grandfon, and Chriftian the Seventh, the prefent fovereign, his 

great grandfon. They are now, as Mr. Leems tells us, well in- 

ftru<fted in the Chriftian religion, and have the New Teftament 

in their own tongue. The miflionary mentions with rapture the 

names of fome Laplanders who could repeat by rote the whole 

catechifm, and large portions of the gofpel, with a part of the 

pfalms, both in the Lapland and Danifti tongues ; particularly a 

venerable old man of feventy years of age, who was able to recite 

a great part of the catechifm, though he never knew a letter in 

his life, nor had ever committed any thing to memory before= 

This inftance of the power of memory does not appear at all in¬ 

credible. The Arabs, and other paftoral tribes, who are in the 

habit of amufing their leifure by telling and liftening to tales, 

will remember them though very long, and rchearfe them with 

great fidelity, after one hearing. It is conje<5tured by Julius Ciefar, 

that one of the chief reafons why the ancient Druids did not com¬ 

mit their inftrucftions to writing was, that their pupils might im- 

prefs them better on their memories. It was the opinion of So¬ 

crates, as appears from the Phasdo of Plato, that knowledge was 

more 
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more e a lily gained, and longer retained when delivered by word 

ol mouth, than when communicated in writing. It would feem 

that the ear is lefs diftrafted than the eye ; that the intenfenefs of 

the mind is greater in hearing than in feeing. The miffionary 

adds his fervent wifh, that his fellow-labourers in this vineyard of 

divine truth, would qualify themfelves for the work, by acquiring 

a thorough knowledge of the Lapland tongue, fo as to preach 

and pray in it to the Laplanders, as not many of the men have 

a knowledge of the Daniffi language, further than the ufe of a 

few words and phrafes, which occur in the courfe of traffic ; 

and of the women, not one is the leaf; acquainted with it. 

The Laplanders hold the miffionaries fent amongft them in the 

greateft efteem, and ffiew them much refpedl. They falute them 

with great reverence whenever they meet them, and give them 

precedence upon all occafions. They make them frequent pre- 

fents of what are reckoned in Lapland peculiar dainties, fuch as 

frozen rein-deer’s milk, with the tongue and marrow of that ani¬ 

mal. They are very attentive to keeping holy the fabbath-day ; 

they abftain from curfing and fwearing, which are common vices 

among the inhabitants of Norway, and they lead a religious and 

moral life. Whoredom and adultery are fins rarely committed ; 

and the crime of theft is little or not at all known amongft them ; 

fo that locks or bolts, for the fecurity of property in Lapland, are 

entirely unneccflary. Norway fwarms with beggars, but begging 

is unknown amongft the Laplanders. If any one, from age or 

infirmity, fhould chance to be in want, he finds his neceflaries 

7 amply 
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amply and inftantly fupplied, and charity appears unsolicited with 

open hands. The miffionary, however, admits, that the Lap¬ 

landers are not entirely exempt from thofe vices which ever pre¬ 

vail more or lefs amongft mankind in a Rate of fociety. They 

cannot refill the temptation of ebriety, and yield to the allure¬ 

ments of avarice. They will get drunk, like the men of other 

countries, when flrong liquor comes in their way ; and cannot 

avoid cheating, like other dealers, when they can do it without 

danger of detection. The fkins of the rein-deer are more or lefs 

valuable, according to the feafon in which they are killed. If the 

animal be Rain in the fpring, his hide is found perforated by an 

infedl which buries itfelf in it, and lays there its eggs ; but it is 

other wife with the rein-deer killed in the winter. To defraud 

the purchafer by trying to obtain the fame price for a defective 

ffiin as for a perfedl one, the Laplander artfully clofes up the 

holes in the fkin ; and, in order to impofe upon the credulous 

trader, will not fcruple to warrant it free from defect, and affiert 

that the beaft was killed in autumn; though he well knows the 

cafe to be quite the reverfe ; that the fkin is full of holes, and the 

deer was killed in fpring, or the world feafon. 

SECTION 



GENERAL REMARKS x6o 

SECTION V. 

Of the Drefs of the Laplanders, both Male and Female. 

QOME writers have affirmed, that the Laplanders wear dreffes 

ornamented with gold and filver ; others again have as con¬ 

fidently afTerted, that their clothes are made with the fkins of 

feals and bears, and fhaped in a manner to give them the appear¬ 

ance of walking in facks. But thefe accounts are not to be re¬ 

garded, and are as foreign to the truth, as that of a writer, who 

declares the women in Lapland make ufe of veils wove of the 

finews and entrails of wild animals. 

Mr. Leems begins his account of this matter with defcribing 

the drefs of the man : on his head he wears a cap of a conical 

fhape, refembling that of a ffigar-loaf. Thefe caps are generally 

made of red kerfey cloth, and formed of four pieces, broader at 

bottom than at the top, where they meet in a point: betwixt 

the joinings of the four pieces a ftripe of yellow kerfey is fewed, 

marking the divifions; and to the top of the cap is fixed a toffel 

of fhreds of different coloured cloth. The lower part of the cap 

has a border of otter’s fkin ; but the Ruffian Laplander trims his 

in a more expenfive manner, with ermine. 

Sometimes the border of thefe caps extends to fome length be- 

. fore 
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fore and behind, and ends in a point; and a cap thus fhaped they 

call in their own language riindne kapperak, which means a cap 

with a nofe. The miffionary fays, he faw once a cap which be¬ 

longed to a poor Laplander, and was made of a falmon’s {kin ; 

it was white, and had fquare divifions, which were vifible where 

the feales had dropped from the ffiin. 

They wrear a fort of riding-hood, called by them rivok, which 

they ufe in hunting, or in attending the tame rein-deer whilfl 

feeding. This hood has only a fmall opening to look through, is 

clofe fewed up before, and when it is put on the head covers the 

bread and ffioulders : in front there appears a flap, which is called 

zhialbme-raft. 

The men in Lapland very rarely wrcar any covering about their 

necks, or whenever they make ufe of fomething like it, it conflds 

of a narrow piece of cloth, which only goes once round ; fo that 

their throats are always expofed naked, or nearly fo, to the feve- 

rity of the w'eathcr. 

The tunick, or clofe garment, wrorn by the Laplander, is called 

a fork, and is made of fheep’s ffiin with the wool on, the wroolly 

fide being inw'ards: it has a high collar, made diff wdth kerfey, 

or other cloth, neatly worked with different coloured threads, and 

extending a little way down the bofom. As this tunick at the fame 

time ferves for a fliirt, it has no opening but where it covers the 

bread ; and it is more or lefs ornamented, according to the con¬ 

dition and fancy of the wearer, wdth cloth in like manner as the 

collar, and bordered with otter’s ffiin. On the left fide, in front, 

Vol. II. Y is 



i62 GENERAL REMARKS 

is fewcd a narrow ftripe, or border of cloth or fur ; and on the right, 

efpecially on the woman’s tunick, fmall filver knobs gilt: the 

cuffs of the fleeve are likewife covered with a border of kerfey, or 

other cloth, edged with otter’s fkin : a border of the like kind 

with that round the bread: and cuffs of the fleeve is fewed about 

the bottom ; and, as the woolly fide of the fkin is turned inwards, 

the wool from within is feen hanging below the border. This 

garment, thus fully defcribed, is worn by the Laplander next his 

fkin, and, as has been already obferved, inftead of a fhirt. 

The upper coat ufed by the men is made of kerfey, or fome 

fuch coarfe cloth ; or otherwife of the fkin of the rein-deer, either 

old or young, of a grey colour. This part of the drefs is called 

by the Laplanders kqfte, and is provided, like the tunick, with an 

upright ffiffened collar, extending to the chin, and furrounding 

the neck. This collar is worked with threads of different colours, 

in a very neat manner. The coat, as the tunick, is open only at 

the breaft, and bound like it with kerfey, or fome other fort of 

cloth of various colours. On each fhoulder is a kind of band or 

epaulette, cut in different forms, and of the fame fluff. The 

lower extremity of this coat is worked in figures with various co¬ 

loured threads. This border, or fringe, is called in the Lapland 

tongue lujkuldalk. To tie the collar clofe about the neck, a run- 

' ning firing is ufed. The collar, the opening at the breaft, and 

the fhoulder-band, are all formed of flips of various coloured 

cloths, and worked with threads of different hues : the cuffs of 

the fleeve are ornamented in the fame manner; the bottom 

of 
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of the coat has likewife a border extending round it, and of a 

different colour ; for example, if the coat be of red kerfey, the 

border is yellow, green, or white. The Laplander has no pocket 

to his upper coat, but inftead thereof carries a little bag, hang¬ 

ing over his bread:, in which he puts his implements for lighting 

a fire, which he is never without, and other things of conftant 

ufe ; and this bag he calls his nlufak-gierdo. 

The cold in this part of the world, during the winter, is mod: 

intenfe. A dngle inftance of it will be fufficient to illuftrate this, 

namely, that the lakes and rivers are generally frozen to the thick - 

nefs of two Danidi ells and an half. It mud:, however, be re¬ 

marked, that when there is much fnow upon the ground, the 

frod: does not penetrate fo deep. It is on account of this extra¬ 

ordinary degree of cold, that the Laplanders are under the necef- 

fity of covering their bodies with furs and rough fkins of different 

animals. The upper coat, made of the fkin of a full grown rein¬ 

deer, is called by the natives paejk. But the fkin of the female is 

generally preferred for this purpofe, and worn with the hairy fide 

turned outwards, which gives the coat a rugged and uncouth ap¬ 

pearance. Thefe fur garments are not left open at the bread:, but 

are made intire. Bound the neck is a border of fkin with the 

hair on, called the paejk-lok. Two thongs of the rein-deer hide, 

with toffels of lhreds of different coloured cloth, ferve to bring the 

coat clofe to the dioulders. This coat has likewife a high Biff 

collar, made of the fame fkin, with the hair on. The ufe of this 

upper coat is as a defence from rain ; and if it be worn, as it 

Y 2 often 
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often is, at fea, and chance to be wetted with fait water, the Lap¬ 

lander, immediately on coming on fhore, rolls himfelf in the fnow, 

to prevent the coat from being damaged by the falt-water. 

The mountain Laplanders, by way of protection againft the fe- 

verity of the weather, conftantly wear about their necks, whilft 

they travel, the fkin of a fox’s cub ; obferving always to let the 

tail reft on one fhoulder. When the Swedifh merchants make a 

journey over the mountains, they tie a marten’s fkin about their 

necks for the fame purpofe, and, to ornament it, have pieces of 

filver fixed “ in thofe holes where eyes did once inhabit.” An up¬ 

per coat, made of the fkin of the fawn of the rein-deer, is called 

by the Laplanders moedda; the fhape is the fame as that made 

from the fkin of the full grown one ; but it has a border round 

the fleeves, and is bound at bottom with a fringe of black dog’s 

fkin. The fur coats which the Lapland women prepare for fale 

to the richer part of their countrymen, are made of the fkins of 

young rein-deer of a grey colour, and have the opening at the 

bread; covered with a border of otter’s fkin. The lower extremity 

has trimming all round of black dog’s fkin. From the bottom 

upwards, on each fide, is a piece of fkin, cut in the fhape of a 

wedge, fewed upon the coat. It is to be obferved, that all the 

borders of the bread; and neck, with the other parts of the coat, 

which are of cloth, are wrought with tinfel wire in various dgures, 

according to the tafle of the purchafers. 

The men fometimes wear tanned leather gloves, which they 

call rappakak ; but mod; commonly they ufe gloves made from 

the 
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the fkins of the fawns of the rein-deer, the far fide outwards; 

and in order to keep out the cold more effectually, lined within- 

fide with Cyprus grafs. The women make a better fort of gloves 

for fale, which are worn by Laplanders of diftindtion : thefe have 

the part covering the hand formed from the fkin of the black fox, 

or rein-deer’s foot, with the fur on the outfide : thefe gloves reach 

over the wrift, and fome way up the arm ; the upper part of the 

glove, which touches the arm, is made of cloth curioufly wrought 

with tinfel wire, and trimmed with otter’s fkin. Many Laplan¬ 

ders, male as well as female, wear copper bracelets about the 

wrift, which they fancy have the virtue of preferving them from 

pains in their limbs. 

The men do not ufe ftockings, but inftead of them a fort of 

pantaloons, which clofely fit the thighs and legs. They are made 

either of kerfey or other coarfe cloth, or of tanned leather, and 

fometimes of the fkin of the rein-deer’s legs. Thofe made of 

kerfey or other cloth, have a patch of fkin fevved on them at 

the knee, to render them more lafting ; the others, of tanned 

leather, are called JiJlelak, and are chiefly intended for the water. 

Some of fkin and leather, that is, the fore part leather, and the 

hind part fkin, are called hamas bufack : thefe are commonly ufed 

on land, and worn over the pantaloons of kerfey or coarfe cloth. 

The fhoes of the Laplanders have but one foie, which is fome¬ 

times taken from the fkin of the rein-deer’s head ; the upper- 

leathers and the ancle-piece are from the legs of the fame animal. 

This fort of fhoe is much ufed by the mountain Laplanders, and 

8 called 
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called ghllolali. The hair is left upon the flcin, and worn on the 

outfide of the flioe, which would render it flippery to walk with, 

efpecially on the ice, unlefs the people had the precaution to finge 

the hair, and thus by giving it a more uneven furface, make it 

fufceptible of fridtion. This is the more neceffary for children, 

who would otherwife meet with many falls and accidents. There 

are fhoes which have foies of fealfkin, and the upper-leather of 

fome thinner fort, either tanned or untanned. This kind of flioe 

is chiefly worn by thofe who are much on the water. The Lap¬ 

lander makes ufe neither of buckle or latchet, but faflens his fhoes 

with a thong twifted round his ancle. The better to preferve his 

feet from the cold, he fills his flioes with ftraw or ruffles. As his 

pantaloons do not reach down to his heels, his foot is confequently 

put into the fhoe naked. The flraw and rufhes are therefore care¬ 

fully difpofed withinfide the fhoe, and at night taken out to dry, 

that they may be fit for ufe the next morning ; and when this 

lining will ferve no longer, a frefli one is fought for. 

The Lapland women make a kind of boot for fale, the foie of 

which, as well as the upper-leather, with the heel-pieces, are com- 

pofed of the hide of the rein-deer’s legs, with the hair outwards. 

The other parts, fuch as the inner foie, the legs, and the knee- 

tops, are of cloth, the latter being neatly w7orked w ith tinfel wire. 

Thele boots are fattened above the knee with a ftrap, from which 

hangs a toflfel made of fhreds of cloth. The toe of this fort of 

boot, which is called by the Laplanders facpolak, ends in a fliarp 

point. 

The 
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The men wear leathern belts ornamented with tin, to the 

fore part of which is faRened a pouch, which holds tobacco for 

chewing. To the hinder part of the belt feveral thongs of leather 

are attached, ornamented with tin balls, keys, and other things. 

A knife in a fheath is alfo Ruck in the belt, and a number of 

rings are hanging down by thongs of leather. The women make 

belts for fale, wrorked on the outfide with tin, and lined with 

fkins. 

We have thus fully defcribed the drefs of the male Laplander, 

and fhall now proceed w7ith that of the female. 

The Lapland women wear caps, fometimes of woollen, but 

oftener made of linen. The woollen caps are of kerfey or other 

cloth, and are put together with two pieces, one of which covers 

the hinder part of the head and neck, the other the temple and 

forehead. Along the feams of thefe two pieces a Rripe of yellow 

coloured cloth is fewed : the lower part of the cap is trimmed 

with yellow or white tinfel, or fome other border of a fhowy 

nature; or wanting that, one of cloth of a different colour fup- 

plies its place: it has likewife a tinfel ribband, of a gold or filver 

colour. The miffionary fpeaks of a poor Lapland woman, w'ho 

had her cap tied with a bandeau of the fkin of a falrhon of a white 

colour; but which in other refpeRs refembled thofe before de¬ 

fcribed. The linen caps differ from thofe of woollen, among 

other things, by being bordered with more elegant Ruffs. 

Before the Lapland woman puts on her cap, ffie adjuRs a round 

knob or button, which is on the top of it, and, having put the cap 

on 
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on her head, faftens it to the faid button, or under it, with a 

ftring. 

The women wear likewife on a journey, or when they are 

watching their rein-deer by night, a covering which confifts of 

two parts ; the firft of which is of one piece, and protefts the 

head, neck, and fhoulders, inclofing likewife the chin : it is made 

of red, blue, or green kerfey, bound at bottom with a {tripe of 

cloth of a different colour ; over this, to wrap up their heads more 

completely, they put a high cap, fhaped like a crown, broader on 

the top., and leffening towards the opening without, and on the 

left fide it has a band of a different coloured cloth, or fometimes 

inftead of this a {trap covered with tinfel, having a ball of filver 

gilt fixed to the end. 

The tunick and upper garment worn by the women, differ little 

from thofe of the men : the tunick is made of fheep’s fkin, with 

the woolly part turned inwards, and varies from that of the men 

only in being gathered in plaits behind and before, but longer 

and clofer on the breaft, and coming down a little lower than 

the hips, whereas thofe of the men defeend below the knees. This 

tunick, as that of the men, ferves inftead of a linen fhift. The 

upper or outer garment is made of kerfey, and is diftinguifhed 

from that worn by the men in thefe few particulars only : the 

woman's extends below the knees, the man’s comes no lower than 

the thigh ; the latter has a high ftiff collar, the former has no 

collar at all. The woman’s fheep fkin tunick, however, has a high 

ftiffened collar which covers the neck and ears, and appears above 

the 
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the outer garment of cloth, which, as has juft been mentioned, is 

without any collar. The women have another kind of upper gar¬ 

ment, called barve, made of kerfey or coarfe cloth, but different 

from the other already fpoken of, as this comes no lower than the 

middle, is gathered round, and lies in folds about the body. The 

upper coat of rein-deer’s fkin, or its fawn, refembles that of the 

men in every refpedl, except that thofe which the men wear 

come down to the heels, whereas the women’s fcarcely reach lower 

than the knees. 

The gloves of the Lapland women are alike in ffiape to thofe 

of the men ; fome of them are w hite, made of the legs of the rein¬ 

deer’s {kin, the hair outw7ards, ornamented with flips of cloth of 

various colours, few-ed on them. The pantaloons of the women, 

like thofe of the men, ferve inftead of {lockings, and are made of 

kerfey or other cloth, or of {kins from the rein-deer’s legs, but 

very feldom of tanned leather. The women’s fhoes are always 

made of the fkin of the rein-deer’s legs, with upper-leathers of the 

fame; thofe of the mountains preferring {kins of a white colour. 

The belts or girdles of the women are of leather or cloth, em- 

bellilhed with plates of tin : from the girdle hangs down a fmaller 

belt, ornamented with brafs, which has a number of different little 

things, and among others, brafs rings hanging from it: the better 

fort of women have girdles bedecked in like manner with filver. 

The women wear over their fhoulders kerchiefs, or mantles of 

Ruffian linen, or of cotton, fometimes white, and fometimes 

printed in colours : they alfo make ufe of narrow aprons of Ruffia 

Vol. II. Z linen 
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linen or cotton, white or printed the white always furnifhed with 

a fringe or border. 

The women of Ruffian Lapland wear filver ear-rings, and fome- 

times filver collars, which go round their necks, and are connected 

with the rings in their ears. There is fo fmall a difference betwixt 

the male and female drefs in Lapland, that the good miffionary 

tells us, he has frequently known man and wnfe change habits 

through miftake, the man putting on the woman’s, and the wo- 

man the man’s clothes. 

The dreffes fo fully defcribed, of cloth, furs, and fkins, the 

gloves, fhoes, and other articles, it muff be obferved, are the foie 

labour of the women, the men in Lapland undertaking the oeco- 

nomy of the lioufe, in cooking, and other matters, which in 

other countries are performed by women ; differing in this from 

the reft of the world. Several utenfils of w7ood are alfo made by 

the women ; and the beft fculptures of Lapland are the w7orkman- 

fiip of the female fex. 

SECTION 
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SECTION VI. 

Of the Habitations of the Laplanders, and their domeftic Ar¬ 

rangements. 

ripHE huts of the maritime Laplanders, or thofe who dwell on 

the coart:, are called laume guatte, and are conftrudted with 

four ports bent together in an oval form, with a fmall door, and 

an opening in the roof to let out the fmoke. The roof of thele 

huts is formed with the bark of the birch-tree and fods of earth. 

To enter them it is necertary to ftoop almoft double, and within 

there is no poflibility of ftanding eredt, except perhaps in the 

centre, where the fire is made, which is exadtly under the before- 

mentioned fmoke hole. To retire even a ftep from the fire-place 

towards the fide of the hut is impofrtble, unlefs the body is quite 

bent dowTn. The family, however, are all feated round the fides, 

not minding the inconvenience of ftooping. The whole inner 

fpace is covered with boughs of trees. In the middle of the hut 

two piles of ftones are raifed in a rude manner at an equal dis¬ 

tance, parallel to each other, in a direction from the door to the 

oppofite end of the hut: this is for the fire-place ; at the four ex¬ 

treme corners of which are fixed as many ports: thefe ports ferve 

to fupport a frame, on which projecting pieces of wood are faft- 

Z 2 ened, 
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ened, in the fhape of hooks or cranes, for bearing the pot or kettle 

fufpended over the fire. 

Before the Laplanders retire to reft, they are careful to put out 

the fire, and after the hut is clear of fmoke within, they climb up- 

the roof, and place a board over the hole. 

It has been already obferved, that the hut is divided in the centre 

by two piles of ftones, in order to form a fire-place. This divifion 

is extended towards the door and the further end of the hut, by 

means of four logs of birch wood of a due length being added. 

This preferves two vacancies in the centre, befides that for the 

fire. That towards the door is ufed as a receptacle for fire wood ; 

that at the further end beyond the fire is the place where the 

kettles are kept, and the copper vefiel holding the fnow water to 

drink. There then remain two fpaces towards the fides of the hut 

on the right and on the left of the fire-place: thefe are each di¬ 

vided into three partitions, by logs of wood ; the firft next the 

door, reaching to where the fire-place begins; the fecond occu¬ 

pying the extent of the fire-place; and the third taking up that 

next to the feparation where the pots and kettles are placed. 

Thefe partitions in the hut may be ftyled the bed-chambers; for 

in them the family fieep in the order which fhall immediately be 

explained. 

Each of thefe compartments or divifions has the fkin of a rein¬ 

deer for a carpet, that no uneafinefs may be experienced in fitting 

or lying down, from the branches which have been fpread upon 

the ground of the hut. When the Lapland houfehold retire to 

2 reft, 
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reft, the following is the order of the beds: if only one family oc¬ 

cupies the hut, the hufband and wife take up one fide with its 

three divifions ; the other fide is then aftigned to the children and 

fervants. If, on the other hand, the children and fervants are 

obliged to fleep on the fame fide with the mafter and miftrefs, the 

order of the beds is in that cafe thus arranged : the hufband and 

wife take the end fartheft from the door, which is efteemed the 

moft honourable, and called the bofshio-kiaejhie; the children fleep 

in the middle partition, or, as they name it, gajk-loido, next the 

fire-place; and the fervants occupy the divifion near the entrance, 

or the urfa-ltaejhie. 

If a miffionary happen to take up his night’s lodging with them, 

the beft or principal bed-chamber, the bofshio-kiaejhie, is given up 

to him, and the man and wife quit the hut, and this is the cafe as 

long as he chufes to ftay with them. 

When two families occupy the fame hut, the fire, the vacancy 

towards the door wherein is placed the wood, and the fpace oppo- 

fite to it at the further end for the pots and kettles are in common 

to both families: yet it very rarefy happens that any difpute or 

quarrel arifes betwixt them ; and thefe fimple people fet an ex¬ 

ample of cordiality and brotherly love to the inhabitants of cities 

and towns, who often confider the Laplanders as very little fupe- 

rior to favages. 

Their ffieep and cattle have a ftall affigned them near the en¬ 

trance of the hut, to which they repair by the fame door as the 

reft of the family, of which they conftitute a part not of the leaft 

confideration. 
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Near their huts the maritime Laplanders conflrudl a receptacle 

for hay, to which purpofe they fix three rows of polls in the 

ground, refembling the three walls of a houfe, with beams croffing 

them at a certain height from the ground. Upon thefe tranfverfe 

beams they place their hay, which they prefs down as clofely as 

poffible, but principally work it round the upright pofls, the tops 

of which remain vifible. Thus there are left under the hay two 

empty fpaces, divided, as has been mentioned, by the rows of polls, 

and termed, in the language of the country, aike or lap. In this 

manner the Laplanders preferve their hay through the winter, 

rain fcarcely ever falling during that feafon to do it damage, and 

the fnows affedling it but little on the outfide. In the fpaces be¬ 

neath this hayflack the Laplanders hang their coats, and flcre 

their rein-deer fkins, their pots, and other houfehold fluff. When 

their flock of hay is confumed, they are under the neceffity, in 

order to procure provender, to cut down trees, and flrip them of 

their bark, which they offer to their cattle; they likewife give 

them fmall branches to eat. It fometimes happens that the frofl 

proves fo fevere, as to congeal the fnow, and prevent the rein¬ 

deer from fcraping it away with their feet, and thus hinder them 

from coming at the mofs, which is their chief food: in this cafe 

the Laplanders cut down large firs and others trees, in order to 

take off the lichens and modes growing on them. This occafions 

a great deflruClion and wafle of timber. They feed their cattle 

likewife with roots, and fometimes prepare a particular mefs on 

which their cows feed greedily. This is compofed of the head, 

bones. 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. l75 

bones and entrails of fifh boiled, together with flraw, and the 

fucus, or fea-weed. The Norwegian peafants, or Normans as 

they are called, who inhabit the eaflern parts of Finmark, fodder 

their cows not only with hay, but with the fame mixture, or with 

fuch lichens as are given to the rein-deer. 

The winter tent of the mountain Laplander differs but little 

from the hut of the maritime Laplander juff now defcribed, ex¬ 

cept that the fame contrivance which the latter ufes for boiling 

his pot is not employed by the former. The mountain Laplander, 

in clearing away the fnow to form a ground floor for his tent, raifes 

with it a circular wall, which furrounds the habitation. The poles 

which fupport the woollen covering of his tent, are fixed in this 

wall of fnow, and a fmall beam, croffing the top of the principal 

poles, fupports the iron pot-hook to which his kettle is hung. 

The woollen cloth which covers the tent is in two pieces, joined 

together by wooden fkewers. The door of the tent is cut in the 

fhape of a pyramid, out of woollen fluff, extended by wooden 

flretchers. Thefe flretchers frame the door, which is faflened to 

the tent only by a thong of leather at the top or point of the py¬ 

ramid. The tides of the door are joined to fome Render poles or 

flicks, which conflitute the two door polls. One fide of the door 

is faflened to either of thefe two polls, according as the wind 

blows, fo as to prevent any opening to the interior of the tent, 

which might occafion an increafe of fmoke. By this means the 

tent can be entered only on one fide, and on that alone which is 

oppofite to the wind. 

The 
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The mountain Laplander ufually pitches his tent in the woods, 

and goes out every day, except Sundays and holidays, in Larch of 

fuel. Having cut. down a tree, he drags it himfelf to the door of 

his tent, where he lops off the branches, and prepares the larger 

limbs for his fire, having eredted a machine for that purpofe, con¬ 

fiding of a tranfverfe beam laid upon two upright polls. When 

he prepares to light his fire, he collects the ignited fubflances in a 

piece of birch bark, covering them with dry leaves and fmall 

twigs. The wood he afterwards puts on, being for the mold part 

green and incrufted with fnow and ice, as foon as lighted, fends 

forth a thick fmoke, which is rendered flill more intolerable by 

the unpleafant vapour emitted from the moifd wood. The whole 

tent is for a time involved in a pitchy cloud, and all who remain 

in it run the rifk of lofing their eye-fight. As the flame breaks 

forth, the fmoke gradually decreafes, but the upper part pf the 

tent is always filled with it, and if the wind be high, it is driven 

back from the aperture intended to let it out. When the moun¬ 

tain Laplander goes to reft, he does not extinguifh his fire, which 

ferves the purpofe of a lamp, and affords him as much light as he 

has occafion for. At a little diflance from his tent, the mountain 

Laplander raifes a hovel, by laying a few beams acrofs fome pofts 

fduck in the ground, and covering them with boughs. This ferves 

him as a ilore-houfe for his rein-deers’ fkins, and fpare utenfils. 

The fummer tent of the mountain Laplander refembles, in every 

refpedt, that which he ufes in winter, except that the covering of 

it is of canvafs cloth, and that it has no fnow wall, the fnows 

being 
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being at that time every where melted. The fmall tent which 

the mountain Laplander ufes when he hunts rein-deer, or goes 

any long journey, is of coarfe canvafs, and called in his language, 

lawo. When he intends ere&ing it, he clears away the fnow till 

he comes to the bare earth, over which he fpreads fmall branches 

lopt from the trees near him, leaving a rampart of fnow on every 

fide. He then cuts down a fufficient number of poles, which he 

fixes in the fnow, making them meet at the top, binds them to¬ 

gether with a cord, and fallens them round his canvafs covering, 

referving an opening for the fmoke. His fire is made on the 

flones he colledls, and if he wants it for the purpofe of cooking, 

as well as warming his frozen limbs, he fixes a pot which he has 

brought with him for that purpofe. The maritime Laplander 

ufes a tent of a fimilar kind, when he is upon a fea voyage, in his 

boat, and happens to be driven on fhore by bad weather. He is 

then forced to have recourfe to fuch an expedient, from the cir- 

cumftance of no human habitations being near him. 

The mountain and maritime Laplanders make ufe of fmall 

fheds as receptacles for provifions and houfehold fluff not in im¬ 

mediate requefl: they are raifed on logs of wood a fmall height 

from the ground. The maritime Laplander places them near his 

hut; the mountain Laplander in the woods, as is further explained 

in a following fedlion, wherein the miffionary treats of their jour¬ 

neys by land. The mountain Laplander digs holes in the earth, 

which he calls gedge-borra : thefe he paves at bottom with flones, 

and herein he flores the fleffi of the rein-deer. 

Vol. II. A a Having 
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Having fully defcribed the huts and tents of the maritime and 

mountain Laplanders, Mr. Leems proceeds to fpeak of the habi¬ 

tations of the peafants in Norway and Lapland. Thefe are mean 

cottages, the fide walls formed of wood, the roof of turf, fupported on 

boards which run longitudinally over the top. They are built without 

chimneys, in this refpedt differing from the huts of other peafants, 

but have a paffage for the fmoke through a number of apertures in 

the fide walls, by which the light is likewife admitted. Their 

fire-places are conflrufted with heaps of Rones in the form of 

ovens. The fire is daily lighted, and the door and holes before- 

mentioned left open, that the fmoke may pafs off. The fuel 

being fully confumed, the {tones which form the oven are found 

thoroughly heated, and the door and apertures are clofed, by which 

means a fufficient degree of warmth is preferved to laft till the 

next day, when the oven is again lighted. Thefe peafants ufe 

pieces of the fir-tree inftead of lamps, and pave their huts with, 

fmooth Rones, 

SECTION 
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SECTION VII, 

Of the Manner in which the Laplanders prepare their Beds—Pre¬ 

caution ufed againjl the Mufquetoes. 

r~ Ip HE bed which the maritime Laplander retires to in his hut, 

and the mountain Laplander in his tent, is alike made of 

the skins of the rein-deer fpread over the branches of trees, with 

which the floor is covered. The Laplander’s outer coat ferves as 

a pillow, and a prepared fheep’s skin, with the woolly fide inwards, 

as a blanket, over which is laid a woollen rug. For the winter 

the mountain Laplander has a rug, which has a bag within it, into 

which he places his feet. Be the cold ever fo intenfe, the moun¬ 

tain Laplander goes into bed naked. The beds are by no other 

means feparated than by a log of wood on each fide, as has been 

already defcribed. The hufband and wife fleep at the farther end, 

the children in the divifion next them, and the fervants nearefl the 

door, but fo nigh to each other, that the hufband and wife can, 

with their hands, reach over to the childrens’ bed, and thefe again 

to that of the fervants. 

In the fummer feafon the mountain Laplander, being greatly 

infefled with gnats, or mufquetoes, has a contrivance to defend 

himfelf from their flings whilfl in bed, and at the fame time not 

A a 2 fuffer 
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fuffer from being too clofely covered. In order to effect this, he 

Exes a thong of leather to the poles of his tent over his bed, which 

raifes his canvafs quilt to a proper height, but fo that the fides or 

edges of it touch the ground : under this covering he creeps, and 

pafles the night fecurely. The fpecies of gnat that is fo trouble- 

fome, is the cuJex piplens of Linnaeus: it is called, in the Danifli 

language, lys-myg, and by the Laplanders, zhinoik. The female 

only bites and fucks the blood; but fo difficult is it to guard 

againft them, that gloves prove no protection, as they pafs their 

Rings through the feams. They are found in fuch fwarms in the 

woods, during the fummer, that whoever enters them is fure to 

have his face inftantly covered, and is fcarcely able to fee his way 

before him. A flight fwelling, attended with a difagreeable itch¬ 

ing, immediately follows the pundlure, and this is fucceeded by 

fmall white ulcers; fo that the face of a perfon coming from the 

country is fcarcely to be recognifed, and he appears full of blotches. 

Whilfl the Laplanders are employed in the w7oods, on the necef* 

fary bufmefs of cutting timber for the fake of the bark, they are 

unable to take the refrefliment of their meals; for their mouths, 

as foon as opened, would be filled with thefe infebls. If the wind 

happen to blow briskly, they difappear for the time; but no 

fooner is the wind laid, than they return with their ufual buz¬ 

zing, and crowd every place. Thefe flies equally infefi: the cattle 

and rein-deer: wdien thefe animals return from the woods, they 

are found covered with them, and when they are fwept from off 

their backs and fides, their Ikins are red with blood. Smoke is 

found 
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found to keep the infers at a diftance ; therefore, while one Lap¬ 

lander is milking, another holds a firebrand over him, which pi<e- 

vents the gnats from approaching, and accordingly the beaft re¬ 

mains untormented and quiet. The pleafure which is expelled 

to be enjoyed during the fummer, after a tedious winter that lafts 

from Michaelmas to July, as the good miffionary obferves, is en¬ 

tirely marred by thefe troublefome flies. 

SECTION 
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SECTION VIII. 

Of the Diet of the Laplanders, and their Cookery. 

HP HE rein-deer’s milk conftitutes a principal part of the Lap- 

"*■ lander’s food, and he has two methods of preparing it, ac¬ 

cording to the feafon. In fummer he boils the milk with forrel, 

till it arrives to a confiftence : in this manner he preferves it for 

ufe during that fhort feafon. In winter the following is his me¬ 

thod of preparation: the milk which he collects in autumn till 

the beginning of November, from the rein-deer, is put into calks, 

or whatever veffels he has, in which it foon turns four, and, as the 

cold weather comes on, freezes ; and in this Hate it is kept. The 

milk collected after this time is mixed with cranberries, and put 

into the paunch of the rein-deer, well cleanfed from filth : thus 

the milk foon congeals, and it is cut out in flices, together with 

the paunch ; to effect which a hatchet is ufed, for no fmaller in- 

flrument would perform the office of dividing that lump of ice. 

It is then feparated into fmall pieces, and eaten throughout the 

winter every day at noon, which is the Laplander’s dinner hour. 

It mull be prefumed, as it is ferved up without being brought to 

the fire, that this is ice cream in the greatefi: perfection: here are 

fleffi and fruit blended with the richeft butyraceous milk that can 

be 
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be drawn from any animal; but notwithstanding the extraordinary 

fatnefs, which may be fuppofed to refill in a great degree the 

effedt of cold, this preparation, as our good miffionary remarks 

with a degree of feeling, as if his teeth Still chattered wffiilSt he 

delivered the account, chills and freezes the mouth in a violent 

manner whenever it is taken. 

The milk which is drawn late in the wrinter freezes immediately 

after being drawn. This is put into fmall veffiels made of birch- 

wood, and is confidered by the Laplander as Such an extraordinary 

delicacy, that he referves it as the moSl acceptable prefent he can 

offer even to a miffionary. It is placed before the fire, and eaten 

with a Spoon as it is thawed. When put by it is carefully covered 

up, becaufe if the cold air get to it afterwards, it turns of a yellow 

colour, and becomes rancid. 

Cheefe is made from the milk of the rein-deer in the following 

manner. The milk has wrater mixed with it, otherwife, owing 

to its extraordinary richnefs, it would not curdle when the rennet 

is put in. When a fufficient quantity of water is added to the 

milk, it is fet over the fire to be heated, and after this has been 

Sufficiently done, the rennet is thrown into it; the whey is foon 

feparated from the curd, and the latter is taken out and wrapped 

up in a cloth to be preffed; after which it is moulded in a round 

fliape : it is eaten cold, boiled or toafled. When held before the 

fire, it is found fo fat that it is in danger of burning, and if per¬ 

mitted to do fo will flame like a candle. It is efteemed excellent 

to heal chilblains. The rennet ufed is obtained by infufing the 

found 
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found of the cod-fifh, or the inteflinesof the rein-deer with a quan¬ 

tity of butter milk. 

The mountain Laplanders likewife make butter of the rein¬ 

deer’s milk ; but as they take in the whole fubftance of the milk, 

it is of a white colour, and not fo well tafted or fat as that of the 
* 

cream of cow’s milk, ufed for that purpofe by the maritime Lap¬ 

lander, who has few rein-deer, and whofe Rock confifts chiefly of 

cows, fheep, and goats. In making their butter the women ufe 

their fingers only, ftirring the cream about with them till, as com¬ 

monly exprefled, the butter comes, or till it acquires confiftency. 

The mountain Laplander confiantly dines or fups upon venifon 

frefh killed throughout the winter, and daughters weekly one or 

twro rein-deer, according to the number of perfons of which his 

family confifts. His venifon is cooked in the following manner. 

He cuts Email pieces, which he puts in his pot, without paying any 

regard to cleaning them from blood and dirt: he then places the 

pot by the fide of the fire, that the fat may be drawn from the 

meat by gentle heat. When the meat is nearly done, he flkims 

the fat off and puts it by in a fhell, throwing a little fait into it; 

he next takes out the pieces with a wooden fork, and lays them 

on a difh, leaving the remaining liquor or broth in the pot. Sup¬ 

per being now ready, the family feat themfelves round this difh of 

meat; and as they eat, each dips the pieces held with the point 

of the knife into the fhell which contains the fat that has been 

fkimmed off, and now and then fups a ladle full of the broth re¬ 

maining in the pot, which is taken without any mixture of dour 

6 or 
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or other feafoning : in this manner they finifh their repaft. They 

have been accufed of eating their venifon raw, but that the mif- 

fionary affines us is never the cafe. Befides the fkfhy parts of the 

rein-deer, the mountain Laplander boils the legs for the fake of 

the marrow, which being confidered as highly delicious, is referved 

for the miffionary. They likewife cook and eat the entrails, 

but never with the meat. The mountain Laplander does not 

even give the bones to his dog, but ftews them as long as he can 

get any oil from them, for which purpofe he breaks the bones in 

fmall pieces.—Count Rumford himfelf could not exercife greater 

economy. The lights of the rein-deer he divides among his dogs. 

Thefe animals are of very great fervice to him in following the 

rein-deer, and fome of the Laplanders have to the number of 

eight. They are fed very fparingly ; for, except the lights, when 

a rein-deer is killed, they have only a little broth given them in 

the morning and at night. The Laplanders not only ftew their 

venifon, but often eat it roafted, of which they are particularly 

fond. In roafting they make ufe of wooden fpits, Ricking one 

end in the ground, by which means the fleffi hangs before the 

fire, and remains there until fufficiently cooked. Balling meat 

with butter is utterly unknown to them. 

From what has been faid, it will be concluded that the Lap¬ 

landers eat their venifon freffi, and are not accuftomed to keep it 

by means of fait: indeed, as they never kill deer during the furn- 

mer, they have no occafion to avail themfelves of this expedient 

to preferve the venifon fweet during the reft of the year. To 

VoL.II. Bb vary 
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vary his diet, the Laplander fometimes fmokes his venifon. To 

do this, they have only to make pretty deep incifions in the pieces 

that fmoke may enter the meat, and to hang the joints on the top 

of the tent, where it is foon cured. 

Venifon is the chief food of the inhabitants of the mountains ; 

but thofe on the fea coaft have beef and mutton, and both eat the 

flefh of bears, wolves, foxes, otters, feals, and in fhort of all ani¬ 

mals but fwine ; pork being to a Laplander an abomination. 

The Laplanders who are employed in catching falmon, live 

upon that fifh fplit and dried. Dried fifh is eaten by them with¬ 

out any preparatory cooking; but before they put it into their 

mouth, they dip each piece in train oil. Fifh with this kind 

of fiuce is given to children at the bread:; and to prepare it for 

their tender mouths, the mother firfl puts it into her own, and 

maflicates it before fhe prefents it to the infant: thus they are ac- 

cuftomed to the luxury of train oil from their birth, for fuch 

every Laplander efleems it, and confiders its flavour as far fuperior 

to that of butter. But it is not true, as has been afferted, that 

they take off a pint of train oil at a meal, or that women in la¬ 

bour fwallow a quantity of it in order to eafe their pains. 

When their flock of dried fifh is reduced, they collect the 

heads and bones of fifh which have any thing on them, and thefe, 

when roafted before the fire, are put into a kettle with flices of 

the blubber of feal, the bones having been previoufly inferted in 

the belly of the feal, where they remain fome little time, that 

they may be impregnated with the oil. Thefe ingredients are 

fuffered 
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fufFered to Rew fome time in the kettle, and when fuppofed to be 

fufiiciently cooked, are ferved up. To feafon the mefs, a quantity 

of oil is referved which has been drained from the feal, in which 

the morfels are dipped as they are eaten. 

They roaft their fifh as well as flefh, and are fond of the cod- 

fifh roafted frdh caught. The liver of this and other fifli, bruifed 

and mixed with cranberries, is confidered as a favoury difli; and 

this, as well as their food in general, which the reader will have 

perceived, is of the moll; un&uous kind, is eaten without bread. 

A diet of this defcription, were it propofed, would be rejected by 

phyficians as not conducive to the prefervation of health ; yet the 

example of this people making a conflant ufe of fuch food, mult 

prove it perfectly compatible with it: for the Laplanders enjoy 

that bleffing in its utmoft perfection; chronical diforders, dyfen- 

teries, fevers, being unknown amongR them. The only epide¬ 

mical difeafe that has been remaked is a colick, attended with 

fpafms, which the phyficians fuppofe to proceed from worms; 

but this complaint is rather troublefome than fatal, and does not 

invalidate the evidence of their general Rate of uninterrupted good 

health. 

The little ufe they make of bread has been already remarked : 

it is, however, to be obferved, that they form a cake, which they 

bake on the hearth, compofed of flour mixed with water only. 

The Laplanders are not without thofe dainties which are meant 

rather to tickle and pleafe the palate, than fatisfy the cravings of 

hunger. Thefe little preparations of luxury, which are known at 

B b 2 the 
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the tables of the rich and great in other parts of Europe by the 

name of the defert, the reader will learn with fome furprife, are 

not entirely unknown to thofe fimple people. To gratify their 

tafle they peel off the inner bark of the fir-tree and fometimes 

eat it fre£h, and at other times heighten its flavour by hanging it 

up in the fmoke. To render it completely relifhing, it is con- 

ftantly fteeped in their favourite train oil fauce. Of apples, nuts, 

and the fruits known in other countries, they have neither the 

knowledge or defire to tafle ; but to make amends, they poflefs 

the herb angelica, of which they eat the root and leaves, either 

raw or boiled in milk : thefe, with the berries that are found 

when the fnows are melted, thoroughly ripened by having re¬ 

mained buried during the long winter, ferve to amufe the time 

they ufuallv pafs at table. 

But the Laplander’s chief luxury is that herb in fuch univerfal 

ufe over a great part of the globe, viz. tobacco : this is an enjoy¬ 

ment of which he is fond to a degree of extacy. To obtain the 

flavour of it, when not otherwife to be procured, he will even 

chew flips of the bag which has held it, or chips from the cafk 

in which it has been packed. He takes it either in fubftance by 

chew'ing, or receives its grateful fmoke through a tube. When 

he chews tobacco, he will frequently fpit into his hand and regale 

his nofe with the faliva which has imbibed the pungent falts of 

the herb; thus at once gratifying the fenfes of fmell and tafle. 

When they are aflernbled together at a convivial party, and the 

fupply of their favourite herb is deficient, they place themfelves in 

a circle 
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a circle and pafs the pipe from mouth to mouth, fo that every 

one receives four or five whiffs in turn, and all are equally grati¬ 

fied with the pleafure of fmoking. 

The conflant drink of the maritime and mountain Laplanders 

is cold water, procured in winter by diiPolving fnow, and this is 

their beverage as long as any fnow is to be had ; for this purpofe 

a quantity is always flanding in a copper vefTel in their huts or 

tents, as has been already mentioned. The mountain Laplander 

generally pitches his tent in places where water may be had, and 

by cutting through the ice contrives to fupply himfelf. 

The reader is now fully acquainted with Lapland cookery, in 

which, as has been obferved, the women never interfere. The 

hufband performs the office of cook in all its branches, and, as 

the diffies are never wafhed, the office of fcullion is not requifite 

In the economy of a Lapland houfehold. 

SECTION 
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SECTION IX. 

Houfehold Furniture of the Laplanders. 

npHE inventory of the articles which conftitute the Laplan¬ 

ders houfehold furniture is very fhort: he has fufficient to 

anfvver his wants, and more than this would prove an incum¬ 

brance. The tent of the mountain Laplander is pitched one day 

in one place, and the next day removed to another: it is much 

the fame with the maritime Laplander. Chairs, tables, and 

things of this kind, which other people require, are to them to¬ 

tally unnecelfary, and therefore they have them not. If they 

pofTefTed them, they would have no where to place them, and 

when they removed they mull; leave them behind ; for they could 

not, without the greateft inconvenience, carry them away. A 

few copper veifels, tin kettles, wooden bowls, and horn fpoons, 

form the whole of their kitchen utenfils. To this fcanty and un- 

expenfive catalogue, a few of the richefl: individuals add two or three 

pewter dilhes, and fome filver fpoons. The mountain Laplander 

has no light in his hut during the night but what the fire affords 

him : the maritime Laplander ufes a lamp. A fea fhell holds 

the oil, which fupplies the wick made of a kind of rufh, and thus 

is the conftant light of a lamp readily procured from materials 

8 near 
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near at hand. The moft ornamental piece of furniture the Lap¬ 

lander pofTeffes is his child’s cradle : this is a piece of wood pro¬ 

perly fhaped, and hollowed with his own hand. It has a recefs 

for the infant’s head. Cords are fixed to go round it, and fallen 

occafionally to the mother’s back when Die travels ; and a ring 

with beads is fufpended from the upper part, to amufe t^he child 

as it lies on its back with its hands at liberty. 

SECTION 
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SECTION X. 

Of the Rem-deer, the Tome as well as the Wild: Treatment of tame 

Rein-deer, and the various Advantages which the Laplander derives 

from them—In this Section mention is made, incidentally, of the 

Time about the Winter Sc f ice, when the Sun never rifes above the 

Horizon ; and about the Summer Solftice, when it never fets. 

r |'TIE rutting feafon of the rein-deer begins about the clofe of 

■*** autumn, and the female brings forth her fawns in the 

fpring of the year. The oldeft and ftrongeft buck, called by the 

Laplanders aino-valdo, ufually drives away all the others, and re¬ 

mains the general hufband of the herd. 

It has been a notion that the hinds, or female deers, can only 

bring forth in ftormy weather, which commonly prevails about 

the feed-time, and which from thence has obtained the name 

given it by the Norwegians, of rein-kalv e-rein, or fawning feafon : 

but this, Mr. Leems informes us, is no more than a vulgar pre¬ 

judice ; for thefe animals, he obferves, produce their young indif¬ 

ferently, like all other four-footed beafts. Some of the hinds 

bear annually ; thefe are called aldo : others named kodno every 

other year; and fome that are denominated Jlainak, are barren. 

As foon as the female has fawned fhe lofes her horns. The fawns 

from 
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from their very birth are nimble, and are foon able to run with 

equal fpeed and keep up with her dams. Every hind knows her 

own fawn, let the herd be ever fo numerous. 

If the hind be of an afh colour, her fawm at its birth is red, with 

a (tripe down the back, and is then called mieejje. This colour 

grows darker, the red hairs falling off" towards autumn, when it is 

called zhiaermak. Some rein-deer, when full grown, are white 

with afh coloured fpots : the fawns of a white mother are always 

white. 

The hinds called by the Norwegians Jlmler, exceed the bucks in 

fize ; many of them have fine branching horns, and fome few none 

at all: the horns grow again as foon as died ; the new ones ap¬ 

pear at firft like two foft dwellings on the head, of a blackifh co¬ 

lour ; the fkin as they fhoot forth changes to an afh colour, and 

peels oft' when the horns are near dropping. The horns are thick 

at the bottom, but thinner as they fpread out, with points like 

fingers ; and they are fo branching, that when thefe animals fight 

they are often fattened by their antlers, and not able to extricate 

themfelves without the affiftance of man. Their haunches are 

the fatteft parts ; and thefe are very much fo before the rutting 

l'eafon. 

The rein-deer is much infefted in the fummer by a fly which 

creeps up its nottrils, and is on that account called by Linnaeus 

cejlrus nafalis: the Laplander’s name for it is the trompe. The 

rein-deer is likewife fubjedl to a diftemper, which is contagious, 

and fo fatal, that it often proves deftruttive to numerous herds: 

Vol. II. C c this 
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this diforder, for which no remedy has yet been difcovered, is an 

affedlion of the fpleen, called the miltfyge\ and as it is looked upon 

as totally incurable, the Laplanders kill the deer as foon as they 

find fymptoms of infection, in order to fave at leaft the fkin. 

Mention has. already been made of an infe<ft which renders the 

fkin of lefs value by perforating it: this infeft is often deftroyed 

by applying tar to the animal’s back ; and from the fly before- 

mentioned, which attacks the noftril, the rein-deer is often relieved 

by the fneezing occafioned through irritation. Rein-deer are like- 

wife fubjedt to a diforder common to animals having hoofs ; this 

is the paronychia, by the inhabitants of Norwray called the klov- 

J'yge. The females have likewife Email eruptions on the udder, 

fimilar to that which at prefent is known in England by the name 

of cow-pock. 

The principal food of the rein-deer in winter, is a fort of white 

mofs, called by the natives of Norway quit-mojfe ; its botanical 

name is lichen rangiferinus. To come at this mofs the animal is 

obliged to dig with its foot under the fnow. It fometimes hap¬ 

pens, although but rarely, that the fnow is fo frozen that the rein¬ 

deer is not able to get at the ground : were this to be the cafe for 

any length of time, there would be great danger of the whole race 

of thefe animals being ftarved and loft, to the entire ruin of the 

Laplanders : but fo great, fays the miflionary, has been the kind- 

nefs of Providence hitherto, that no fuch event has ever happened, 

and perhaps never may. 

The rein-deer which are tamed, and conftitute the chief wealth 

of 
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of the Laplanders, are never houfed during the whole year: in 

fummer they find plenty of grafs, and in winter they live chiefly 

on the white mofs before mentioned. In fome parts of Norway 

thefe animals are ufed inflead of horfes, and are there kept in flails 

during the winter. The rein-deer is particularly fond of man’s 

urine, and will greedily lick up the fnow whereon it has fallen. 

It is likewife faid that they hunt after a particular kind of mice, 

of which they eat the heads only : their drink in winter is col- 

lefted from the fnow, which they gather as they pafs along when 

drawing the fledges. 

The greatefl enemy of the rein-deer is the wolf, and it requires 

the utmofl diligence and circumfpedlion of the people to guard 

and defend their herds againfl the infidious attacks of this invete¬ 

rate and cunning foe. They endeavour to affright and keep him 

off by means of flakes driven into the earth, having pieces of worn- 

out and tattered tunicks and other garments hanging on them : 

but it is chiefly during any violent florm that they have occafion 

to be mofl vigilant; for at that time this depredator is on the look¬ 

out for an opportunity to invade the timorous herd : in the mo¬ 

ment of alarm, every one of the Laplanders houfehold is then put 

in motion, fome to look to the rein-deer, whilfl others make a loud 

noife by beating with flicks againfl a fledge, brought without the 

tent for that purpofe : and, indeed, there is a neceffity for the 

greatefl precaution on the part of the Laplanders, becaufe the tame 

rein-deer is fo fimple an animal, that if not carefully protected, it 

becomes an eafy prey to the wolf. No fooner is that voracious 

C c 2 beafl 
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bead difcovered by the herd, than the filly creatures, inftead of 

running towards the tents, and putting themfelves under the fafe- 

guard of men, fly towards the woods, where fome are overtaken 

and killed by the wolf, who is obferved to ufe his utmoft endea¬ 

vours to keep betwixt them and the tents when he finds them 

feeding at a difiance. In this purfuit the wolf has the advantage 

of the rein-deer when they are running down hill, and he is fure 

to overtake and feize it: but it is not the fame up hill. If the 

wolf catch the rein-deer by the haunch, it often happens that the 

deer efcapes ; and when he obtains his prey, it is generally by fat¬ 

tening on its throat, by which means he ftrangles the poor animal 

in a fhort time. The miffionary fays, he faw fix at one time lying 

on the fnow, killed by wolves who had been driven away on the 

alarm being given : upon examination of the carcafes, no wound 

appeared to have been inflidled, fo dexteroufly had thefe defirudtive 

enemies effected their purpofe. It is obfervable, that the wolf 

never devours his prey on the fpot where he kills it, but drags it 

away to fome difiance ; and it is further remarked, the miffionary 

tells us, that in devouring it, he places the head towards the eaft ; 

at leafi, he fays, the fkeletons are always-found in the woods placed 

in that pofition. I cannot fay that I give entire credit to this re¬ 

port : probably the good miffionary has been mifmformed. Whilft 

the wolves are on the hunt for their prey^ they appear always to be 

accompanied by a number of crows and ravens, and the Laplanders 

are commonly apprized of the wolfs approach by the clamour of 

thefe birds. It has been noticed, that fuch rein-deer as were fas¬ 

tened 
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tened by ropes to a flake have been fpared, whilfl others that were 

at liberty have been carried off: this mull be owing to a fear con¬ 

ceived by the wolf at the fight of the animal’s tether, or to fome 

fimilar caufe ; for the like has not happened, when the deer has 

broken loofe and betaken himfelf to flight. 

The more readily to know his own deer, each Laplander puts a 

particular mark upon thofe belonging to him, which generally con- 

fifts of an incifion in the animal’s ear. In order to keep their herd 

together and prevent their flraying, the rein-deer are twice driven 

out to feed, under proper attendance, and as many times brought 

up to the tents every day ; and this method is conflantly followed 

during the depth of winter, when the days are fhortefl, and the 

nights fixteen hours long. 

They who are but little acquainted with the folar fyflem will 

be at no lols to account for the reafon, why the fun in that cli¬ 

mate remains for feven weeks together beneath the horizon, and 

loft in the lower hemifphere, leaving inflead of a clear day-light, 

a twilight only of a few hours. It is not, however, fo dark, but 

that when the fky is free from clouds a man may fee to write, or 

do any common bufmefs in the fhortefl days, from ten in the fore¬ 

noon to one o’clock in the afternoon, without the help of a can¬ 

dle : and as during the winter folflice the fun withdraws his light 

for fuch a length of time, it may be readily conceived, that the 

leffer luminaries, in thofe days that are fhortefl, mull fliine very 

bright, and that the moon gives her light by day as well as night. 

After the fpace of feven weeks is elapfed, the fun again makes his 

appearance. 
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appearance, renewed in fplendour, and to common apprehenfion 

more brilliant. This happens about the firft of April, by which 

time the days are fo far lengthened, that the fhades of an univerfal 

night begin to difappear: and as the fun ceafes to illuminate the 

land for feven weeks in the winter, fo in the fummer folftice he 

makes the Laplander amends by appearing above the horizon, and 

fhining night and day during the fame fpace of time ; wherein it 

is to be obferved, that the night’s fun appears paler and lefs bright 

than that of the day. 

But to return to our rein-deer—When brought back to the tents 

from feeding, thefe animals repofe themfelves, and form a circle 

round the tents: while they are in fearch of the mofs which is 

their food, they fpread widely over the country; let the weather 

be fair or foul, they are driven out to feed at the regular and ac- 

cuftomed time; and as the herdfmen, in order to fhelter them¬ 

felves from a fnow-ftorm, fometimes retire behind a hill of fnow, 

where they may be overtaken by deep, it often happens that a 

wolf carries off one of the herd which has ftraggled to a diftance 

from the reft. The office of tending the herds is in general per¬ 

formed by the children and fervants ; but when the rein-deer are 

the property of a family juft eftabliffied, without children or fer¬ 

vants, in that cafe the wife takes the charge upon herfelf; and if 

fhe chance to have a young child, which fhe fuckles, die takes the 

child, in the cradle before defcribed, with her, and follows the 

herd, however inclement the weather may be. In driving the rein¬ 

deer, the dogs which the Laplanders keep, and train for this pur- 

pofe. 

I 
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pofe, are found of the greateft ufe ; and fo well are they broken-in, 

that they obey the High tell fignal: this feems to be communicated 

with as much celerity by the dogs to the rein-deer, wrhich, though 

ever fo widely difperfed, foon colled; themfelves in a body. In the 

winter, when the herd is returned to the tent, and laid down to 

reft, the Laplander, or his wife, goes out and counts the number, 

in order to afcertain if any be miffing, and become the prey of the 

wrolf. The Laplanders feldom fail in difcovering w’hen the herd 

has fuftained a lofs of the kind, although it would appear no eafy 

tafk when the number is very confiderable, which is now and then 

the cafe; for fome Laplanders are faid to poffefs from one to two 

thoufand head of rein-deer. 

It has been Rated, that it is a rule with the mountain Laplan¬ 

der to drive his herd of rein-deer, by turns, twice to pafture, and 

twice home to his tent in the courfe of a day. In the fummer, 

however, the gelt rein-deer, and the hinds, or females, are fuffered 

to range the wroods without a herdfman. In this feafon, likewife, 

the hinds are for a certain time allowed to ffickle their fawns ; 

after which they are driven into an incloffire made with branches 

of trees, at fome fmall diftance from the tents, where the women, 

whofe peculiar office it is, befmear the dugs of the hinds with 

dung, in order that when they are fet at liberty again, the fawns 

may not fuck : after a proper time, the hinds are driven into the 

fame inclofure, when their dugs are found diftended, and are 

drained of their milk, being firft cleanfed from the foil. But thefe 

animals do not readily fuffer themfelves to be milked, nor until a 

2 rope 
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rope is thrown over their horns to fallen them. Although a rein¬ 

deer does not give more milk in common than a fhe-goat, yet, 

from the numerous herds kept by the Laplanders, they End no 

want of milk, cheefe, and butter. 

They fix yokes about the necks of fuch of their rein-deer as are 

particularly addicted to ftraggling from the herd. The ropes they 

have are made from feal-fkin, as are the reins ufed for the fledges. 

The Laplander, in performing the operation of gelding upon 

the rein-deer, makes no incifion with a knife, but employs his 

teeth for that purpofe, bruifing the animal’s teilicles by biting 

them, but without inflidling any outward w7ound. The callrated 

deer have different names according to their ages; one of two 

years old is called vareek, of three years voveers, of four goddodas, 

of five hioijlus-harerge, of fix makan : after they are feven years old 

they have no frefh name, but are ftyled namona-lapek, that is to 

fay, aged, or pall the full age or name. The rein-deer, after that 

operation is fuccefsfully performed, increafes in fize and flefh be¬ 

yond the other males, and becomes of great value to his owner ; 

infomuch, that any thing valuable is faid to be worth a gelt rein¬ 

deer ; and it is eflecmed the greatell compliment that one Lap¬ 

lander can pay to another, to tell him he has as great a regard for 

him as for a rein-deer gelding. 

When the Laplander is about to kill a rein-deer, he firll fallens 

him to a poll with a rope, and then flabs him in the neck with a 

knife, which he withdraws from the wTound ; the animal then 

ilirs a few fleps and falls: after it has lain about a quarter of an 

hour. 
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hour, the fkin is ftripped from the carcafe : the wound is made fb 

dexteroufly, that no blood iflues from it, but is found in the infide, 

whence it is carefully taken out and inclofed within the paunch 

that has been cleanfed and preferved for ufe. The hide is after¬ 

wards flretched out with flicks proper for the purpofe, and care¬ 

fully dried : the fkin of the legs is firft taken off, and afterwards 

fluffed, that it may dry more expeditioufly. 

If a mountain Laplander happen to be reduced to a fmall ftock 

of rein-deer, he quits the mountains with his family for the fea- 

fide, and betakes himfelf to fifhing, leaving the few deer he pof- 

feffes in the charge of fome other perfon. 

From what has been faid in the former part of this fe&ion, the 

reader will eafily recoiled that the Laplander’s flock of rein-deer 

is tame, and bred under his own eye. It fometimcs happens dur¬ 

ing the rutting feafon, in autumn, that a buck of the wild breed 

mixes with the tame herd : if he chance to efcape the bullets of 

the Laplander, who ufes his utmofl endeavour to fhoot him, and 

impregnate a female rein-deer, the fawn, which is the produce of 

this irregular conjunction, refembles neither fire nor dam ; it is a 

mongrel creature, lels than the wild rein-deer, and larger than the 

tame ; for in general the wild breed are the largefl ot the two. 

This mule rein-deer is called by the Laplanders a baevrek. 

D d Vol. II. SECTION 
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SECTION XL 

Of the Mode of Uarnejjlng the Rein-Deer, and the different Sledges 

that are nfed by the Laplanders—The Mariner of Travelling with 

Rein-Deer and Sledges„~ 

QUCH of the Laplanders as are rich make ufe of gelt rein-deer 

for their Hedges; they who are lefs wealthy content them- 

felves with a fledge drawn by a hind, or female. It requires great 

pains to break thefe animals to the harnefs; and fome are never 

to be taught at all, whilft others are brought to it by perfeverance,. 

and after a length of time. 

The gear, or harnefs of the rein-deer, is called by the Laplan¬ 

ders baggie. They ufe only a rein or thong for guiding the deer, 

which, like a halter for horfes, is faftened to the head of the 

beaft, whilffc the other end is held in the hand, being fixed by a 

loop to the right thumb. Over the neck of the animal is put a 

broad collar, made of untanned rein-deer skin, to which a rope 

is faftened of thongs cut from feai-skin, or the hide of an ox, and 

twifted together: this, rope paftes under the belly, betwixt the 

fore and hind legs, and is made faft to the fledge; the rope is 

covered with a foft skin-, that it may not gall the animal’s legs. 

Another 
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Another collar is fometimes put on by way of ornament, although 

the rope before-mentioned may alfo be fattened to it: this collar 

is made of kerfey cloth, and embellifhed with tinfel, having a ball 

hanging from it at the bottom. 

A broad girth furrounds the body of the rein-deer, and is called 

by the Laplanders aagotas. That part of the girth which is under 

the belly is of leather, the other, covering the back and fides, of 

kerfey, ornamented with tinfel, and lined with fkin: but this 

girth -is not in general ufe, though it certainly appears to be of 

fome fervice, inafmuch as it has an opening for the rope before- 

mentioned to pafs through, and by that means caufes the fledge 

to proceed with fteadinefs ; whereas the cord being fattened to the 

neck collar only, admits of fhaking, and untteady motion out of 

the ttraight line, as the animal bounds from fide to fide in the ve¬ 

locity and violence of his progrefs. This entire harnefs, befides 

other trappings which are only utted occafionally, and not neceffary 

to be here fpecified, is the work of the Lapland women. 

The fledge is made exactly in the fhape of a boat, having a flat 

ttern. It has a keel and thwarts (to fpeak the language of boat¬ 

building), and the fide planks have their ends fattened with 

wooden pegs. The fledge is caulked within, fo that no water 

can enter through the fides. The rope by which the fledge is 

drawn is fixed to the head-poft. The Laplanders have four 

different kinds of fledges. One called giet-kierreSy that is to fay, 

the portable fledge, is moft commonly ufed: this is entirely 

open from head to ttern, and fo light that it may be taken up and 

D d 2 carried 
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carried in the arms : it is fo fhort, that a Laplander, fitting in the 

ftern, touches the head with his feet, its width juft admitting of 

room for his legs and thighs clofed together, and fo low that 

with his hands he can fcoop the fnowT on either fide of him. The 

fecond kind of fledge, or the raido-kierres, anfwers the purpofe of 

a cart, and is calculated to tranfport goods. It exceeds the giet- 

kierres in length, breadth and depth, and is without a deck, like 

the other; but in order to keep out the fnow, when loaded, it is 

covered over with fkins, which are faftened to the fides by means 

of the twufted finews of the rein-deer, for which purpofe loops of 

leather are placed there. The third fort of fledge, called pulke, is 

likewife employed as a travelling carriage: it is payed on the out- 

lide with pitch, and differs from the firft kind only in having a 

feal-fkin fixed to the head, which covers the legs and knees of the 

paffenger. To this feal-fkin is joined a rug, which fpreads over 

his lap, and defends him from the fnow: this likewife is faftened 

by leather loops fixed to the fides, fo that only the upper part of 

the body of the traveller is uncovered, who is beftdes feated on 

fkins placed in the bottom, as in the fledge called giet-kierres. 

The fourth fpecies of fledge, denominated lok-kierres, is likewife 

payed on the outftde with pitch, and ferves for tranfporting provi- 

fions: it is larger than the pulke and giet-kierres, and has a con¬ 

vex deck over it from head to ftern : from the ftern there is a pro¬ 

jecting bolt, by which they raife the hatch when any thing is to 

be drawn out or flowed under the deck. The Laplanders keep 

their tents under a wooden covering, called btldagak, where the 

fledges 
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fledges likewise may be lodged which are not in ufe ; in general, 

however, they turn them upon the fnow, keel upwards, and in 

this pofition they anfwer the purpofe of repofitories for their ve- 

nifon. 

Before the Laplander enters the fledge, he puts on his gloves, 

which have the fur on the outfide; afterwards he places himfelf 

in it, taking the rein, or halter, fattened to the rein-deer’s head, 

and tying it about his right thumb. In the mean time the deer 

ttands ftill, and the rein hangs on the left fide. When the man 

is ready to fet off, he fliakes the rein with violence from fide to 

fide, and the animal fprings forward at great fpeed. The driver 

directs the courfe of the deer, which is irregular and ferpentine, 

by pulling the rein on the fide he Would have him go. When 

the Laplander would travel at the fullett fpeed which the rein¬ 

deer is able to make, he places himfelf on his knees, encouraging 

him by certain founds or other movements to mend his pace ; 

and when he would have him ttop, he fhifts the rein from the 

right fide to the left, upon which the animal immediately ttands 

ftill. 

If it happen that a rein-deer prove reftitf, or inclined to run 

away, the Laplander, if in company with others, gives up his rein 

to the driver of the fledge immediately before him, who ties it to 

his fledge, and thus the unruly animal is checked in his violent 

fpeed by the more fober rein-deer harnefled to the fledge which 

precedes. As, in defeending fteep hills, the fledge is apt to glide 

forward, and prefs upon the hinder legs of the animal, a fecond 

O rein- 
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rein-deer is put to the Hern of the Hedge, with a rein or halter 

fattened to his horns: this ferves the fame purpofe as the breech¬ 

ing belonging to the harnefs of carriages. It fometimes happens 

that the rein-deer which is placed behind the Hedge, bv moving 

forwards, does not anfvver the intention of checking its velocity 

in the defcent ; in which cafe, after a trial, the animal is rejected, 

and one found that is better trained and more docile. In going 

down fuch hills as are lefs fteep, the driver can, by a dexterous 

movement of his body only, regulate the Hiding of his Hedge, fo 

as to have no occafion to tack a deer to its Hern. Where the 

defcent is of the ReepeR kind, a further fecurity is required, 

namely, the rein-deer is taken from the head and made faff to 

the Hern of the Hedge, when the Hedge, gliding down, brings the 

animal after it, which ferves as a check-to the precipitancy of the 

motion. 

The following is the method taken in tranfporting baggage in 

the Hedges before-mentioned, to which the Laplander gives the 

name raido-klerres: the condu&or of the train of fledges feats 

himfelf in the firth Hedge, to the Hern-of which the rein of the 

fecond Hedge is faRened, and in like manner the reH follow to the 

-number of three, four, or five Hedges, connected with one another^ 

-each Hedge being drawn by its refpedlive rein-deer, and guided in 

the proper track by the one immediately preceding: the train is 

clofed by a rein-deer not harnefled to any Hedge, which is done 

with the intention that in defeending any declivity this rein-deer 

may be able to check and refiR the impetuofity of the Hedges in 

their 
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their progrefs. It feldom happens that the fnow is of fuch depth 

that the rein-deer are unable to make their way through it: fome- 

times, however, it is the cafe that the animal finks in up to his 

belly, when, as may be fuppofed, the traveller can proceed but 

very tardily. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XII. 

Of the Wandering Laplanders, and their Migrations. 

r IP HE maritime Laplanders only change their habitations twice 

a year, that is to fay, in fpring and autumn: in doing this 

they leave their huts Handing until their return; but this rule is 

not obferved by the mountain Laplander, who, like the ancient 

Scythians, or the modern Tartars and Arabs, is continually wan¬ 

dering from place to place. In the middle of fummer the moun¬ 

tain Laplanders, with their families and herds, move towards the 

fea-coaft, and on the approach of autumn, return to the moun¬ 

tains. Their progrefs is but flow, for they do not proceed above 

four Englifh miles each day, and the whole extent of their migra¬ 

tion from the fea-coaft. to the borders of Swedifh Lapland, does 

not exceed thirty. When arrived there, they may be faid to be 

ftutionary ; becaufe afterwards they only remove to fhort diftances, 

as oecafion requires, from one hill or wood to another. As foon 

as winter is paffed away, they feek the fea-coaft in the fame 

leifurely manner, until they reach the fpot which they have def- 

tined for their fummer refidcnce. 

On the road by which they pafs to the fea-coaft, the mountain 

Laplanders conftrubt a fort of hovel for the purpofe of depofiting 

provifions, 
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provisions, and Such necefiaries as they may have occafion for in 

their journey. In their return to the mountains in autumn, the 

rein-deer being in that feafon particularly fat, they kill as much 

venifon as they judge neceffary, and lay it up in thefe Store-houfes, 

where it remains during the winter, being intended as a Supply for 

themfelves and houfehold in the following Spring, when they Shall 

be on their progrefs to the coaft. 

In Spring and autumn, the earth being freed from its incum¬ 

brance of Snow, the mountain Laplander and his family travel on 

foot, his tent and the reft of his baggage being conveyed by the 

rein-deer; and if his wife have a child at the breafl, the infant is 

carried by her in the cradle already defcribed. 

When he removes in winter, he takes with him every thing 

belonging to his tent, even to the Stones which form his hearth; 

and this he does in order that he may meet with neither disap¬ 

pointment nor delay when arrived at the Spot whereon he intends 

to pitch his tent. For the brufhwood with which he carpets the 

infide of his tent, as well as firewood, he trufts to what he may be 

able to procure within a little diftance. To convey his tent in 

the winter feafon, he has a particular Sledge, to which he har- 

neffes one of his inferior deer; fo that it may be well fuppofed his 

tent and all that belongs to it, is of no great weight. 

The following is the order of the winter march : the hufband 

proceeds in the leading fledge, and is followed by the wife in the 

Second, which She drives herfelf; and if She give fuck, She has her 

child in the cradle by her fide, carefully wrapped up in furs, with 

Vol. II. E e a Small 
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a fmall fpace left open before its mouth to breathe through and 

receive the nipple, which, whenever the has occafion to put into 

the child’s mouth, fhe is under the neceffity of flopping the 

fledge, as fhe is obliged to kneel towards the fide of it, whilft fhe 

applies the infant to her breafl. The refl of the family follow 

the fledges on foot, having in charge to drive the rein-deer the 

way they go. 

It mufl appear wonderful that the Laplanders are able to travel 

in the winter by night as well as day, when the earth prefents one 

entire furface or fheet of fnow, and not a fingle veflige is difco- 

verable of human induflry and labour to direct their way, the 

fnow flying about in all directions at the fame time, and almofl 

blinding them : yet it is certain, that they are at no difficulty to 

find the fpot to which they are bound, and very rarely meet with 

any accident. They fix bells to the harnefs of the rein-deer, as 

before-mentioned, in order that they may be kept together by 

hearing, wdien they cannot fee one another, after the light of their 

fhort day fails them. To guide them in their route, they make 

obfervation of the quarter from whence the wdnd blow's, and by 

night are directed by the ftars; and, as the million ary obferves. 

Providence and thefe never fail them, fo that he does not remem¬ 

ber more than one fatal accident happening during the ten years 

that, as has been already mentioned, he lived amongft them. 

The Laplander has always his flint, fteel, and matches ready by 

him, which he conftantly carries in a pouch in his bofom, occa- 

fionally to light his pipe of tobacco, or a fire, as neceffity requires; 

for 
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for it often happens, that when he is upon a journey, he is obliged 

to flop by the way, either from its length, or from being prevented 

going on by the weather. In fuch a cafe he has his travelling 

tent, which he ere<5ts as fpeedily as poffible, and, lighting a fire, 

repofes himfelf until he thinks proper to purfue the remainder of 

his journey. Whilfi: he is thus lodged in his tent, the rein-deer 

is made fafi: to fome tree. 

Ee 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XIII. 

Of the Quadrupeds and Birds in Lapland. 

"TplNMARK, or Norwegian Lapland, abounds in wild rein-deer ; 

“■** but as the inhabitants breed large numbers of the tame fort, 

their whole time is taken up in attending thefe, and they have but 

little leifure to hunt the wild, which are calledgodde. When the 

Laplander is inclined for the chafe in fummer or autumn, he 

takes with him a dog of good fcent, which feldom fails of finding 

out a deer in a very fhort time. As foon as the fportfman has 

roufed his game, he muzzles the dog that he may not bark and 

fright it away. If, on firing, he difcovers that he has only 

wounded the deer llightly, he unmuzzles the dog and fends him 

in purfuit; and as the rein-deer generally keeps the dog at bay, 

the man has an opportunity of firing a fecond time, when he 

rarely mififes killing. In autumn, during the rutting feafon, the 

Laplander drives fome of his hinds to thofe parts w7here he ex¬ 

perts to find the wild rein-deer, and upon a buck prefenting him- 

felf, he fires till he brings him down. It often happens that two 

bucks contefi: for the females, when the Laplander, ufing the ad¬ 

vantage of their being engaged, kills one, and fometimes both of 

them. 

In 
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In winter the Laplander is able to hunt the rein-deer by track¬ 

ing them in the fnow. When he is come in fight of his game, 

he quits his fledge, and tying his draught rein-deer to a tree, he 

purfues the wild deer on foot. In many parts of Lapland the 

wild rein-deer is taken by the following devices. When the 

fnow has fallen in large quantities, fo as to be paffable only for 

the natives in their fnow fhoes, they go in chafe after the wild 

rein-deer, which are unable to run faft, being impeded by the deep 

fnow; and coming up with them they knock them on the head. 

Another method is, by fufpending ropes with a running noofe in a 

narrow pafs, near the places where the wild rein-deer ufually har¬ 

bour, through which the deer being driven, it is hampered by the 

horns and taken. In fome diftridls of Lapland the wild rein-deer 

has been caught by the following device. A fpace is fenced off in 

thofe parts which the deer chiefly frequent, and on a fpot proper 

for the purpofe: this fpace has a wide entrance, and encreafes in 

width in a circular form, ending with a narrow door or paffage. 

The deer driven within this inclofure, in order to avoid his pur- 

fuers, betakes himfelf to this narrow pafs, which leads him to 

a declivity; this is clofed upon him at the bottom, and he yields 

himfelf a prey, being unable to return, and having his purfuers at 

his heels. This method was oftener put in practice formerly than 

of late years, as was that of forcing the deer to take to a lake or 

Handing water, when they were knocked on the head, or fhot on 

landing. It has been faid that the Lapland women hunt with 

their hufbands; but the miffionary affirms that this affertion is 

groundlefs. 
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groundlefs. It fhould feem, that the Laplander’s wife confines 

herfelf to the duties of her fituation, and is not ambitious, like 

fome of her fex in other countries to the fouth of Lapland, to dif- 

tinguifh herfelf by exercifes which are better adapted, and more 

properly belong to the men. 

Hares exift in great plenty in Lapland ; they are white in win¬ 

ter, but in fummer of the colour they are ufually found in other 

places. The Laplanders fometimes flioot them, but for the moft 

part take them in fnares and traps. 

Bears are common in Finmark, and different parts of Norway. 

The rein-deer, by their fwiftnefs, are able to elude thofe enemies ; 

but cows, fheep, and goats frequently become their prey. Befides 

flefh, the bears are exceedingly fond of berries, infomuch, that 

thefe owe their vernacular name to them ; the fame appellation in 

the northern languages fignifying both. Of berries the bear finds 

a fufficient fupply during the fummer in the woods ; he eats herbs 

and grafs likewife in that feafon ; flefh therefore feems to be eaten 

by him through neceffity, and the want of other food in winter. 

The Laplanders generally affail the bears with their rifle guns; 

but if they be not killed or difabled by the firfi: fhot, the hunter 

ftands in great jeopardy, for the wounded animal will then return 

to the attack with the greatefl: fury. The bear is likewife en- 

fnared by ftratagems of various kinds. It is a prevailing opinion 

in the countries of northern Europe, that this animal fupports 

himfelf through the winter by a milky kind of moiflure that 

exudes from his fore paws, and which he fucks, uttering at the 

fame 
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fame time a ftrange kind of growling or murmur. However that 

may be, it is pretty certain that the bear feeks his prey, in the 

winter feafon, only in the night time. Now it often happens 

that the Laplander, in fearch of very different game, by means of 

his dogs, difcovers the retreat which the bear has chofen for his 

winter quarters. Whenever this is the cafe, the Laplander pre¬ 

pares to furprife him in his retirement; and in order to this, cuts 

down from the neareft trees a number of branches, which he 

plants and interweaves very ftrongly about the entrance of his den, 

leaving a fpace juft fufficient for him to thruft his head through: 

this done, and being provided with a hatchet, the Laplander fets 

about routing the tleeping animal, who, provoked with the hun¬ 

ter’s temerity and infults, advances with the utmoft rage towards 

the opening ; but no fooner does he put his head through the 

wicket, which has been made for the purpofe, than the hunter 

levels a {broke with the hatchet, which, if it hit him below the 

eyes, to a certainty brings the beafb to the ground. In hunting 

both the rein-deer and bears, the Laplanders make great ufe of 

their dogs. The greafe of the bear is in much requeft with the 

inhabitants as a Ibvereign cure, in form of an unguent, for pains in 

the limbs; but it is a prevailing opinion with them, that it muff 

be applied according to the fcx, the male bear’s greafe as a remedy 

for the man’s ailments, and the female’s for thofe of the woman’s, 

and that, when indifcriminately ufed, it can be of no fervice. 

Few or no lynxes are feen in Finmark, but wolves are very nu¬ 

merous ; and for tliefe there are various names in different parts 

of 
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of Lapland. Their fur is in general of a yellow or tawny colour, 

but fome are whitifh. The Laplanders often fhoot the wolves, 

but more frequently catch them in traps: the fkins are dried for 

fale. 

The fox is an animal of which Finmark produces a variety, and 

in the greatefl numbers. Some of them are red, others red with 

a black crofs ; others quite black, and fome black with long hairs 

on the back, which are of a filver colour at their extremities. 

The fkins of thefe lafl, well known by the name of the Jtlver- 

haired fox, are greatly valued all over Europe; and, by an order 

iffued in 1652, were referved for his Danifh MajeftyYufe only. 

At prefent they are fold to any purchafer, and chiefly to the Ruf¬ 

fian merchants, who import them into their own country, where 

they are employed to ornament the drefles of the firft perfonages 

of the Ruffian empire. Befidcs thefe already fpecified, there are 

found white foxes with black ears and feet, having white tails 

with black hairs intermixed. The fox is traced in the fnow, and 

followed by the Laplander till within gun fhot. Sometimes he 

is decoyed to a fpot where flefli has been buried under the fnow 

with a view of alluring him ; and while he is eagerly digging 

for the bait which he has fcented, the hunter from his conceal¬ 

ment fires upon him. This kind of chafe is ufually pradtifed in 

the night when the moon fhines, or by the light of the aurora 

borealis, which is peculiarly bright in this climate. The fox is 

likewife dug out of his earth; and a variety of flratagems and 

devices are called in aid to bring him into the power of his per- 

6 fecutors; 
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fecutors; he fometimes falls even a vi<£tim topoifon. It has hap¬ 

pened that the fox, when caught by the leg, has left a part of it 

in the trap, and hobbled away on three legs ; and it is believed 

by the Laplanders, that the fox will facrifice the leg by biting it 

off, in order thereby to regain his liberty: but is it not more ra¬ 

tional to fuppofe the lofs of leg to be occafioned by the bone being 

firft broken by the trap, and then the fractured part of the leg 

feparated, by the frequent and violent efforts to extricate himfelf 

from the inthralment ? No creature, except man, has been ob~ 

ferved to make a willing and voluntary facrifice of life or limb. 

Martens are found in Finmark. Of thefe there are three kinds 

or fpecies ; the fione marten, fo called from his frequenting rocky 

places; his fur is fhort and blackifh, and his tail of a yellowifh 

colour, with an alii coloured throat. The fecond fpecies is called 

the birch-marten, as he frequents the fpots where thofe trees grow ; 

his fur is yellow, the tail of a purplifh colour, and the throat 

white. The third fort is called, for the like reafon, the fir-mar¬ 

ten, being found amongft the fir-trees ; its fur is yellow, the tail 

of a tawny colour, and the throat w7hite. The martens are all 

taken in traps. 

Thcgulo, or glutton, called by the Danes vielfiras, and by the 

Laplanders gjeed'k, is to be met with in Finmark ; but it is rather 

an uncommon animal. It is furnifhed with fharp teeth and claws, 

and although greatly inferior in fize to the rein-deer, is faid to 

have frequently killed thofe animals ; but this is effected rather 

by furprife than by open affault, and in the following manner. 

Vol. II. F f The 
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The glutton climbs up a tree, and when he fees a deer within his 

reach, he leaps up its back, and fallens himfelf by his teeth and 

claws until he has killed the animal. The glutton is charged 

with a moll extraordinary pertinacity of appetite, and is faid to 

eafe his llomach when overloaded, by fqueezing out its contents 

between two trees; after which he falls to eating again, and con¬ 

tinues the like practice as long as any part of his prey remains un¬ 

eaten. This curious circumflance refpeding the glutton is a tale 

that has been often told, and derived from ancient times, yet does 

not on that account deferve the more credit. The better and 

more probable opinion is, that this animal having been efpied be¬ 

tween two trees, in order, by rubbing againft them, to relieve the 

itching of his fkin, it has been fuppofed that he had placed him¬ 

felf there for the purpofe before-mentioned; and hence this 

ilory has taken its rife, and feems to have given name to the 

beall. The glutton is moreover accufed of robbing thofe repofi- 

tories we have already defcribed, in which the Laplanders flore 

the venifon intended for their fummer emigration; but this 

is a theft which, unlefs there is evidence that the animal was 

caught in the fad;, is as chargeable to the wolf or fox, both of 

them of great notoriety as dexterous thieves, and confeffedly here 

in great numbers. The fkin of the glutton fetches a great price, 

and is ufed for muffs and the linings of coats, from the fkin of 

the legs, the Lapland women cut out patterns for gloves, which 

they work with tinfel after their fafhion. 

The beaver is found in feveral parts of b inmark by the fide of 

lakes 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 21 g 

lakes and rivers. Wonderful Rories are related of this animal, of 

his extraordinary fagacity in conRruCting his habitation for the 

winter, which includes lodging and Rore rooms, befides a cold 

bath; moreover, that in the conRruCtion of this habitation, he 

makes ufe of his tail as a trow'el, &c. all which are entertaining in 

the perufal, but exceed the utmoR Rretch of probability. As 

impoffible is it to believe that the beaver fhould fuffer himfelf to 

be drawn about by his fellows, in order to form a carriage for 

the conveyance of birchen Ricks for building; a circumRance 

which is inferred from the appearance of their fur being much 

rubbed, as if this might not be more naturally accounted for, by 

fuppofing their fkins to be thus Rripped of their hair from creep¬ 

ing out and in of their haunts. Thefe narrations are to be feen 

in the accounts of fome travellers, but we would rather refer to 

them, than give them a place here, as we wifh more to inform 

than merely to amufe. The cqfioreum prepared from the beaver 

is ufed as a medicine, and is faid to have the power of driving 

away the whale from fhips or boats wherein it happens to be 

found ; for which purpofe fifliermen occafionally take it to fea 

with them. The Laplanders difpofe of the fkins they take in 

Ruffia, the ufe of which in the manufacture of hats, and in lining 

garments, is well known. White beavers have been obferved in 

fome parts of Lapland ; but this is merely a variety, or rather a 

monRrous production of nature, and to be claffed w ith inRances 

of the like kind in other four-footed animals as well as birds. 

The beavers are taken in their lurking places by a trap door, which 

F f 2 Riuts 
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fhus up its entrance, and prevents the animal’s egrefs. The Lap¬ 

landers give to the beaver the name of majeg. 

Otters abound in Finmark, where they are called by the Lap¬ 

landers zhjevres, a name which is applicable to the male as well as 

female of this animal. There are three fpecies or varieties of the 

otter, as, lft. The fea-otte'r, called by the Norwegians the hav, or 

brem-otter ; the fur of this otter is coarfe, and its colour a pale 

yellow : thefe are very common, and the price of a fkin is a Danifh 

crown. 2d. The bay-otter, called in Norway the fiord-otter, and 

fo named becaufe found in the bays and harbours: this otter is 

fmaller, and his fur brighter than the former, and of a blackifh 

colour; a fkin of this otter will produce three Danifh half crowms. 

3. The frefh-water-otter, called in Norway vas-otter, havhig a 

white breaft and raven-coloured back. The fkin ot this otter is 

worth five Danifh half crowns, and often more. The otter is 

cafily tamed, and may be trained to catching fifh for the benefit 

of its matter; and notwithftanding it is but a Email animal itfelf, 

it is able to feize and bring a large cod-fifh to fhore. Whilft this 

animal is feeding, he conttantly keeps his eyes fhut, which enables 

the hunter to approach him until he is within gun-fhot. Befides 

fhooting, the Laplander takes the otter in fnares and traps, and 

tells the fkins to the Ruffian merchants, who make confiderably 

more than cent, per cent, by difpofing of them again in Tartary. 

The coaft of Finmark abounds with feals, which are found 

there of various fizes : the skins of fome kinds are black, of others 

white, and of fome of both colours mixed. There are like wife 

fome 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 221 

Tome of that fpccics of animals which are known by the name 

of fea-horfes (trichechus rofmarus), by the Norwegians called hval- 

ros, and by the Laplanders morjk. The fea-horfe has broad nof- 

trils, a thick tongue, and large prominent teeth, by which he can 

fallen himfelf to the rocks fo as not eafily to be drawn from them : 

thefe teeth are, for their fuperior whitenefs, preferred to ivory. 

The Laplanders fometimes llioot them, and often attack them 

with clubs when they come on fhore at the feafon of their breed¬ 

ing. On thefe occafions the males make a flout refiflance, and 

the females will fight in defence of their young till they them- 

felves are killed. This animal, as well as the feal, is amphibious, 

being as often feen on the rocks and on the beach as in the fea. 

Squirrels, to which the Norwegians give the name of ikorn, and 

the Laplanders orre, are taken in many parts of Finmark. They 

are generally fhot with blunt arrows from crofs-bows, to preferve 

the beauty of their skins. When they are fold, they are put up 

in lots of forty fkins each, which produce to the firfl feller a crown 

or dollar. 

The ermine, which is a kind of weazle, breeds in Finmark in 

immenfe numbers: to this little animal the Laplanders give the 

name of boitta. The point of its tail is black, and the refl of its 

body white. It is taken in traps, and, like the common weafle, 

is exceedingly voracious and bold, frequently attacking animals of 

a much larger fize than itfelf. When caught in a trap it conflantly 

voids its urine, which, if it touch the skin, generally flains it yel¬ 

low and fpoils it. 

In 
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In Finmark and throughout Norway arc found immenfe num¬ 

bers of mice, called by the Laplanders lemmick, which are the prey 

of both birds and beads. It is a received opinion amongd the Lap¬ 

landers, that thefe mice drop down from the clouds ; a falfe no¬ 

tion, which appears to have been conceived from the circumdance 

of many having been obferved to fall from on high, no doubt car¬ 

ried off by birds which have been forced to loofe them from their 

claws, owing to the vivacity of the little animal’s druggies to ob¬ 

tain its liberty. 

Notwithdanding the rigour of this climate, it is obfervable that 

animals, wild as well as tame, are here remarkably prolific. The 

ewes often bring twins twice a year, and the fhe-goats produce 

condantly two kids, and fometimes three at a birth. 

Many birds are to be met with in Lapland, which have not yet 

been difcovered elfewhere, hence the epithet Lapponicus generally 

denotes fome rare fpecies peculiar only to that part of the world. 

Of this defcription is the jcolopex Lapponicus, or the Lapland wood¬ 

cock, which has a beak turned up at the end. It is pretty com¬ 

mon in the bogs of Lapland, though it is not known to inhabit, 

or to vidt other countries : yet it is certain, that this bird is only 

there during the fummer, and that it migrates to fome other cli¬ 

mate in the winter ; but where that is, remains a problem. The 

hidorical part of ornithology is dill very imperfect, nor can it be 

expected to advance rapidly, as the information mud be collected 

by degrees, and abdracded from accidental obfervations. “ It would 

“ be necedary,” days BufFon, “ to follow the birds every where. 

“ and 
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“ and to begin with afcertaining the principal circumftances of 

“ their palfage : to become acquainted with the direction they 

“ take, their refting places, and their abode in every climate; and 

<c to obferve them in all thofe diftant quarters. It will therefore 

“ be the work of time, and require the attention of many fuccecd- 

“ ing ages, to be able to form as accurate notions refpe&ing the 

“ birds, as we are in poffeffion of with regard to the quadrupeds. 

“ To accomplilh this undertaking, there ought to be conftant 

“ obfervers in every country where the birds fojourn; becaufe it is 

“ impoffible for a traveller, who merely palfes through, to beftow 

“ fufficient time and care upon every thing that ought to be 

“ taken into confideration.” It is probable that the Lapland 

woodcock may, in his journey, keep a direction through unculti- 

veted countries, at leaft through fuch as are not inhabited by 

people that might be led to obferve, or be able to communicate, 

the hiftory of that bird. It feems highly probable, that in winter 

they frequent the milder climate of Chinefe Tartary, or the 

fouthern parts of Afiatic Ruffia ; and that in fummer they pafs 

into Lapland by the way of Ruffian Tartary, or of Siberia and 

Archangel. 

The only birds that flay in Lapland during the winter, are the 

Jinx and the tetrao. All the aquatic birds are by the ice compelled 

to change their habitation ; and of the others which are feen 

there, the greateft number only come for the purpofe of breeding. 

And furely in no country could thefe birds enjoy more tranquil¬ 

lity, and carry on their amorous intercourfe with greater peace 

and 1 
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and comfort. The infecfts and wild berries furnifh them with a 

plentiful fubfiftence : and as there is no night, which would oblige 

their young ones to fail, or check their growth by its chilling cold, 

they are able to diveft themfelves of their family cares in a much 

fhorter fpace of time than they could do in other diftri&s. 

1 have, in the courfe of this work, mentioned more than once 

the fongs of the birds, with which the woods of Lapland re-echo. 

I have often been aftonifhed to hear in thefe places birds fing very 

charmingly, which I had before confidered as mute, and totally 

deprived by nature of all vocal power. The motacilla trochilus of 

Linnasus, which comes to Italy about autumn, is in Lombardy 

called tut, becaufe its fhort and abrupt cry bears a refemblance to 

this found: but the fame bird may juftly be termed the nightin¬ 

gale of the north. It fettles on the moft lofty branches of the 

birch-trees, and makes the air refound with accents melodious, 

bold, and full of harmony. This is likewife the cafe with the em¬ 

ber iza geniclos, which has a clear and flrong voice ; and animates 

with its mufical notes the fhades of the alder and willow-trees, 

that grow by the fides of the brooks and rivers. 

But there is another bird, which more highly deferves our ad¬ 

miration, as it furpaflfes all the reft by the beauty of its plumage 

and the fweetnefs of its voice : this is the motacilla fuecica. It lives 

in the bullies of marfhy places, and particularly likes to perch on 

the dwarf-birch, (hetula nana, Linn.); its flight is generally low : it 

makes its nelt in the mofs, and lays between five and feven eggs, 

of a greenifh colour, nearly refembling that of the mofs, with 

which 
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which they are furrounded. It feeds on infe&s and worms, and I 

have feen feveral of them with caterpillars in their beaks, which 

were deftined for their young. The Laplanders call this bird 

faddan hielVinen, which fignifies hundred tongues, and expreifes 

the nature of its fong ; for this conftantly varies, and is an imi¬ 

tation of the voices of almoft all the other birds. To the beauty 

of its notes it joins that of its feathers, which are of a Iky blue 

colour, bordered about the throat with a black line, and after that 

with one of a rufty appearance. It feems as if nature, charmed 

with the melodious excellence of the long, had been willing to 

embellifh even the outfide of the organ that produced it, in order 

to render her work quite perfedl. No bird I know of would be a 

more noble objedl for the captivity of a golden cage, to adorn the 

magnificent apartment of fome of our ladies, who, tired with the 

mufic of art, might, even in the midfi: of a great town, be de¬ 

lighted in lending their ear to the fimple harmony of nature. 

Luxury, however, has not yet made war upon this charming fong- 

fter, nor fpread its nets to enfnare him, because he has hitherto 

remained unknown ; and fortunate will it be for that beautiful 

creature, if it always keep aloof from the habitations of men, and 

fhclter himfelf from their fearch by inaccefiible retirement. This 

bird is beyond comparifon fuperior to the nightingale, and far 

better calculated for a companion in a room. The voice of the 

nightingale is too fhrill and powerful, and on that account more 

agreeable at a diftance than near: the nightingale, befides, is very 

ordinary in its appearance ; whereas the motacilla Juccica fhines 

Vol. II. G g with 
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with a brilliant plumage, at the fame time that it enchants the 

ear by the variety of its notes, whieh it difplays with fingular art, 

changing and modifying them in a manner quite peculiar to itfelf. 

The fea and land birds, which are common in Norway, are all 

to be found in Finmark, and in great variety. Of thefe, fome are 

Rationary and remain all the year, whilft others, fuppofed to be 

migratory, are feen only at particular feafons. Of the firft fort are 

thofe of the eagle and falcon kind, owls, ravens, daws, partridges, 

the eider duck, fea-crow, and feveral fpecies of water fowl. Among 

thofe which appear in fummer, and are not feen after autumn, 

are the wild goofe, a fowl called in the Norway tongue bruus- 

koppett, from a prominent piece of flefh on its head, water-hens, 

fnipes, woodcocks, and a great number of fmall birds. 

Some of the falcons are intirely white ; thefe, however, are but 

rarely feen'; the feathers of their wings and backs are commonly 

of a grayifh colour, white under the breaft, with yellow beaks and 

kgs. This tribe is very numerous; they breed amongft inaccef- 

fible rocks, and if taken young are readily trained for the diverlion. 

of hawking : accordingly, the hawks bred here are in great requeft, 

and much fought after from Germany and other parts. 

White owls have been found in the woods of Finmark: this 

bird is larger than the common fpecies of owls, which have white 

wings fpotted, with black winking eyes, a fmall head, broad beak, 

the feet covered with down. Thefe owls have their nefts in pre¬ 

cipices of the mountains. 

As I am fpeaking of the genus owl (Jinx), I think I fhall gra¬ 

tify 
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tify the curious in the ftudy of ornithology, by giving them a 

figure of the fcarceft ftrix that is any where to be met with. It 

is peculiar to Lapland, and has been called by Mr. Thunberg 

Strix Lapponica. Its fpecific character is as follows:—■ 

“ Strix Lapponica : inauriculata, corpore albido nigro, fafeiato, 

(e maculatoque.” 

It is larger than the otis, and fmaller than the nydiea of Lin¬ 

naeus. The annexed copper-plate will fupply the place of a de« 

feription : but it deferves to be noticed, that only two fpecimens 

of this bird fluffed, exift at prefent in Europe, and thefe are both, 

in Sweden. The one in the mufeum at Upfala, is that from which* 

my drawing was taken ; Mr. Thunberg having politely allowed 

me to convey it to my lodgings, that I might copy a likenefs at 

my leifure. Very little is known of the hiftory of this bird. I 

have met with it myfelf in Lapland, and even purfued one, but 

without fuccefs, as they are extremely Ihy, and will not let men 

come near them. 

Crows breed in prodigious numbers in Finmark, and in other 

parts of Norway, and take their flight in flocks along the fea 

fliore. Thefe birds, through cold and hunger, become very tame in 

winter ; at that feafon they hover about the tents of the Laplan¬ 

ders, and even venture to come within them, and will pick up 

every thing within their reach. Befides thefe, the ravens are very 

numerous, and found to be bold and deftrudtive, feizing fifh hung 

up to dry, and birds taken in fnares, and even attacking fheep, mid 

plucking out their eyes, or tearing open their bellies, 

Gg2 The 
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The pie or magpie is to be met with in certain diftri&s, but 

not in any great quantity : to this bird the inhabitants of Norway 

have given the name of tun-fugl, on account of its attachment to 

the habitations of mankind. If the pie makes his appearance in 

parts where he is not commonly feen, it is thought to be a fign of 

the approaching death of fome principal perfon refiding on the 

fpot. 

Among the pies, there is one of which the miffionary Leems 

makes no mention, though it claims attention, fince Mr. Thun- 

berg feems to be decidedly of opinion, that it is not a variety of the 

common pie, but a diftindl fpecies, only to be found in Lapland, 

As it has, as far as I know, never been figured before, I deem it 

incumbent upon me to prefent it to the reader. Mr. Thunberg 

has named it Corvus Lapponicus, and defcribed it in the following 

manner 

“ Char. Spec. Corvus Lapponicus : fordide albus, capite, eollo, 

u Deplore, alifque bafi cinereo-fufcis.” 

“ It is found,” fays Mr. Thunberg, “ in theTornea Lapmark. 

The general charadleriftics of this bird are the fame with 

" thofe of the common pie : it is, however, very wild, and fel- 

*( dom fuffcrs any one to approach it within ffiot. It builds its 

u nefi: upon trees, in mountainous or high fituations: it is not every 

year to be feen near houfes; but when it comes, it generally 

makes its appearance towards the end of autumn, or in the be- 

“ ginning of winter, accompanied with about four young ones. 

In winter it thews itfelf chiefly when the weather is about to 

“ fet 
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“ fet in very fevere, and it ferves to the peafant as a fign, that the 

“ cold will be intenfe, and the fnow abundant. This happened 

“ in the year 1796, according to Dr. Eklund’s * obfervation, wdio 

“ had the goodnefs to procure me a fpecimen of this bird, which 

“ was hitherto quite unknown. At firfl fight it feems to refem- 

“ ble the common pie, but it is lefs by one-fourth part, and dit- 

“ fers from it in its manners and habits. The tail tapers to a 

“ point, the feathers being of unequal length : the feathers of the 

“ belly, the upper part and points of the wings, are white ; the 

“ neck, breafl, the fore part of the wings, the thighs, and the tail, 

“ of an afh-colour, with this difference, however, that the tail is 

“ more light above : the beak and the legs are black.” 

There is a peculiar kind of fowl commonly found in the woods 

throughout Finmark and all Norway, which feems to be a variety 

of the buflard or dotterel. To the male the Norwegians give 

the name of todder, which they pronounce as if written dotter ; 

the female they call roey. The male is about the fize of a full- 

grown turkey of the largeft breed, and like that fowl he occa- 

fionally fpreads his tail and fhakes his wrings : his belly has black 

and wThite feathers, his back and wings are of an afh-colour. 

The hen is not fo large as the cock ; her wings and body have 

feathers of a dufky yellow, with fpots. The flefh of this fowl is 

equally efleemed with that of the common buflard. 

Partridges are very numerous; they are of two forts, the one 

* Dr. Eklund is a dlflinguifhed ornithologift, and particularly converfant with 

the Swedifh birds. 

frequenting 
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frequenting the mountains, the other keeping to the plain. In 

fummer they are of the colour they are feen elfewhere, but in 

winter they have white feathers; and when they lie half covered 

with fnow, they are fcarcely difcernible from it. Partridges are 

taken by the Laplanders in great numbers after the following 

manner : a low hedge is made with twigs of the birch-tree, open¬ 

ings being left at Email diflances juft large enough for the birds to 

creep through. In thefe openings fprings are placed of cows’ hair, 

with a running noofe; and the partridges, coming to feed on the 

buds of the birchen boughs, and endeavouring to pafs thefe holes, 

are taken in the fnare. 

Pigeons and doves (called by the natives of Norway rhigel due) 

are found in many parts of Finmark, and on the borders of Ruffia, 

but they are by no means a common bird. There is a kind of 

plover fcharadrius) which, in the Danifh language, is called brok- 

fugl, much admired for the gloffy black of its feathers, and the 

delicacy of its ffefh. This bird is very common in Denmark, and 

frequently found in Finmark; it appears early in the fpring, and 

is not feen after the fummer is paft, during which time it makes, 

its nefl, and breeds its young, which have at firft brown fpotted 

feathers that arc afterwards replaced by black. Of this bird there 

are found fome varieties, which have dilferent names. 

Befides thefe, there are feveral forts of thrufhes, the flefh of 

which is thought to be delicate. There are likewife woodcocks, 

fnipes, fnow birds, linnets, goldfinches, fifkins, and a variety of 

other Email birds. The cuckoo is found here, but the ftarling, 

the 
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the houfe fparrow, and fome other birds common to other coun¬ 

tries, are not to be met with. 

The fwan is found amongft the fea*fowls, and taken by the 

Laplanders in fnarcs contrived for the purpofe. 

The wild, or, as it is called in Norway, the gray goofe, is a yearly 

vifiter in the fummcr feafon, and takes up its refidence in the 

fmaller uninhabited iflands on the fea-coaft, where it breeds: in 

autumn it leaves Finmark, and returns fouthward, accompanied 

by its young. In thefe flights the wild geefe are formed into fo 

regular a body, as to appear to be conducted by a leader, a fmgle 

goofe feemingly bringing up the rear. They are obferved to have 

particular flages or refting places in their migration, where they 

remain for nights, and fometimes whole days, placing a goofe as 

centry, to be on the watch, and give an alarm upon the approach 

of an enemy. Notwithftanding the extraordinary warinefs of this 

fowl, the Laplanders fhoot great numbers with their pieces, and 

take many more by various devices: they are often furprifed in 

their retreats, when, owing to their having fhed their wing fea- 
T 

thers, they are unable to fly, and become an eafy prey to their 

purfuers, who hunt them yearly during the time they remain in 

this Rate. There is a variety of this fowl called the Finmark 

goofe, which differs both in fize and colour from the wild fort. 

Of ducks there is in Finmark a very great diverfity; amongfl: 

thefe the moft remarkable is the elder duck, called in the language 

of Norway, the edderfugl. Thefe are found in large numbers, 

and fometimes feen in flocks of a thoufand. Their down feathers 

2 are 
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are valuable, being of a peculiar foftnefs, and much efteemed on 

account of their lightnefs and warmth. This bird is eafily taken, 

and will not readily quit its neft on the approach of a man. 

The fea-coafts abound with pelicans, cormorants, and other 

birds, which breed moil plentifully in holes of rocks fcarcely ac- 

ceffible: the Laplanders, however, contrive to take the eggs of 

thefe fowls in confiderable quantities, and oftentimes the birds 

themfelv.es by means of baited hooks fattened to ropes. 

I thall conclude this feclion by giving a lift of the quadrupeds 

and birds peculiarly belonging to Lapland and Finland, according 

to the fyflem of Linnaeus. 

Quadrupeds. 

Cams Lagapus ; the w'hite fox, likewife the black, and the one 

marked with a crofs upon the back: thefe are generally 

confidered as varieties, though fome naturalifts feem in¬ 

clined to diftinguifh them as fpecies. 

Viverra Lutreola, or Mnjlcla Lutreola, (by the Finlanders called TA 

clmri) refembles the marten. 

Mujiela Gulo, or Urfus Gulo, the glutton. 

Mitjiela Nivalis, the white weefel. 

Urfus Ardos, the bear. 

Caflor Fiber, the beaver. 

Mus Letnnus, the Lapland marmot; in fome years very abundant. 

Sciurus, the fquirrel. 

Ccr-vus Tar and us, the rein-deer. 

Birds. 
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Birds. 

Falco Gentilis : on the mountains of Dalecarlia. 

Strix Scandiaca ; little known. 

Strix Ulula. 

Strix Lapponica. New. 

Otis Tetrao. 

Otis Ardiica. 

Corvus Infaujlus. Very plentiful in Weft Bothnia. 

Corvus Lapponicus Thunb.—See the Tranl'adtions of the Academy 

of Stockholm. 

Ficus Tridadtylus, the three-toed woodpecker^ remarkable for 

having only three claws, when all the other fpecies of 

picus have four. It is rather fcarce in Lapland, but more 

common in Norway. 

Anas Fufca, 

Anas Nigra, 

Anas Marila, 

Anas Spediabilis, 

Anas AlbifronSy 

Anas Frythropus, 

Anas Hiemalis, 

Anas Crecca. Thefe birds alfo come to Stockholm in fpring from 

Finland and other parts : but they pafs the fum- 

mer in Lapland. 

AJca Ardlica, and Aka Alee, are more frequent on the Frozen 

Ocean than on the fweet waters of Lapland. I have 

killed fome of them near the North Cape. 

H h Vol. II. Frocellaria. 
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Procellaria Glacialis. 

Pelecanus Carbo, and Pelecanus BaJJanus, are found in the gulf of 

Bothnia. 

The Colymbi, Lari, and Sterna, are not exa&ly indigenous in 

Lapland. 

Larus Glaucus; lives in the Frozen Ocean. 

Platalea Leucorodia ; feldom found in Lapland. 

Ardea Nigra, and Ardea Alba, are faid to be found in Lapland, 

but are not indigenous. 

Scolopax Phaopus. 

Scolopax Glottis, the great dark-coloured woodcock, with a very 

long beak, the lower half of which is red. It is alfo feen 

in other places, but rarely. 

Scolopax Fufca. 

Scolopax Lapponica. 

Bring a Lob at a. 

Tringa Alpina. This fpecies was alfo feen in Scania in the year 

1789- 

Tringa Pugnax, the ruff and reeve. 

Charadrius Morinellus, Charadrius Apricarius, and Charadrius Plu- 

vialis. Thefe, as other birds of paffage, which feed upon 

flies and infedls, vifit different parts of the world in fpring 

and autumn, according to the different climates and the 

food they require. 

Tetrao Lagopus. In winter it is quite white; in fummer it re- 

fembles the female of the groufe, except in the tail fea¬ 

thers, which are always black. 

Tetrao 
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Tetrao Bonajia. 

Turdus Rofeus; lives during the fummer in Lapland, where they 

fhoot it. It is laid alfo to be found in Egypt, perhaps at 

a different feafon. 

Emberiza Nivalis. It wanders fometimes as far as Germany, when 

the wdnter is very fevere. 

Fringilla Luleiifis; difficult to meet w'ith and to afcertain by the 

defcription of Linnaeus. 

Fringilla Eapponica. 

Fringilla Montana: frequently found in the more fouthern parts 

of Lapland, and even in Upland. 

Motacilla Suecica; by the Laplanders called Saddan Kicllinen, 

which means “ (the bird) of hundred tongues.” 

H h 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XIV. 

Of the Amphibious Animals, the Fifties and Fifheries. 

TF we would ftridtly follow the arrangement of Linnaeus, we 

lliould now fpeak of the amphibious animats in Lapland, before 

we come to treat of the fifli.es and the fifheries. However the 

amphibious tribe is by no means numerous, as it only confifts of 

the lacerta palujlris, and, we may perhaps add, the petromyzon flu- 

viatilis. The lacerta paluftris is found in feveral other places be- 

fides Lapland. There are fo many fabulous accounts of this ani¬ 

mal among the inhabitants of the North, that one may eafily be 

milled by the different ftories that are related of it: they, for in- 

ftance, tell you, that it lives in the w7ater; that it frequently 

bounds up from the wTater, or the furface of a lake, and fettles on 

the branch of a tree ; that there it begins to laugh, or to make a 

noife like that of a man’s laughing ; and fo on. But thefe won¬ 

derful tales would probably vanifh before the enquiring eye of an 

attentive obferver. The petromyzon fluviatilis follows in fpring, 

when it begins to thaw, the courfe of the rivers, and becomes the 

prey of the colymbi, and other water-fowls. 

The rivers in Finmark contain great plenty of falmon in the 

feafon; and on the coafl are found cod, hake, ling, haddocks, 

whitings, 
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whitings, fkate, hollibut, and a variety of other fiffi in abundance. 

Thefe are caught and prepared for foreign markets, a traffic 

which might be carried on to a more confiderable extent than 

what it actually is, fo as to fupply almoffc the whole of Europe. 

It is not our intention to enter into a detail of that fubjedl, but 

merely to give a concife account of the fiffi in thefe feas, and the 

methods adopted by the Laplanders for taking them, together 

with fome particular circumftances refpeffing thefe matters, which 

have not been noticed by other travellers. 

About Candlemas-day the whales appear in aftoniffiing numbers 

upon this coaft, not only in the open feas, but alfo in the bays 

and harbours, being allured by the purfuit of the cod, herrings, 

and other fifties. Thefe latter endeavour to efcape by approach¬ 

ing clofe to the ffiores, where they are taken by the fiffiermen in 

the greateft quantities. There are feveral fpecies of the whale ; but 

this animal has been fo fully and fo often defcribed, that it will 

be unneceffary to fay any thing of it, further than to obferve, that 

they are frequently call: on fhore upon thefe coafts, when, as is 

fuppofed, they have left the deep water on being wounded by the 

harpoons of fifhers, or by their great enemy the fword-fifh, here¬ 

after to be mentioned, and by unwarily coming too nigh, they 

are ffcranded and taken by the Laplanders. 

Many kinds of fifli belonging to the cetaceous tribe, are found 

in thefe feas. Among them the moft remarkable is the fword- 

fiffi, an inveterate and declared enemy of the whale. This fiffi, 

called fometimes the fea-hound, does not differ much in ffiape and 

fize 
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fize from the grampus, or fmall whale. The weapon, which is 

likened to a fword, conftitutes his back fin; and with this, and 

his fliarp teeth of about a finger’s length in both jaws, he attacks 

the whale whenever he meets him, and purfues him until he 

drives him on fhore or kills him. That fifli does not only engage 

the whale fingly, but alfo in company with other fpecies ; fo that 

the great tyrant of the deep, to whofe infatiable appetite fucli 

numbers of fifh become every moment a facrifice, is not with¬ 

out his enemies, by whom at length thofe victims of his voracious 

defpotifm are lure to be avenged. 

Another cetaceous fifli is here known by the name of fprmger, 

which, in the language of Norway, fignifies a jumper. This name 

is given to it becaufe it is obferved to leap frequently out of the 

fea with great force, after which it falls back wdth a loud noife, 

Th is fifh is near three yards in length, and in winter generally 

keeps the main fea; but in the fummer it often feeks the fhallow 

waters of the bays, when, being difcovered by its frequent leaps, 

the filhermen furround it with nets, to avoid which the fifh throws 

itfelf on the beach, and is feized upon without difficulty. 

Porpoifes, to which the Norwegians give the appellation of 

mfer, are feen in great numbers. The Laplanders fometimes find 

them in calm weather lleeping on the furface, and thus fhoot 

them, which they rarely fucceed in when they are rolling in the 

water. The Laplanders, as well as the inhabitants of Finmark 

and Norway, are exceedingly fond of the fielh of the porpoife. 

The fhark is found in all feas, but abounds in that of which we 

0 are 
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are fpeaking: it is called, in the Norwegian tongue, Jlaaehcerring, 

and by the Laplanders, akkalagges. There are feveral fpecies of 

fhark, all of which yield a great quantity of oil or blubber. The 

Laplanders eat freely of the flefh, which they cut into fteaks and 

broil. So voracious is this fifh, that fharks have been taken with 

other fharks of a fmaller fize in their ftomachs, and even with the 

hooks, lines and weights which were laid for other fifh, having 

fwallowed not only the fifh that were thus caught, but the whole 

tackle together with them. 

The hollibut, fkate, turbot, and flounder, are taken in the 

Northern Ocean in vafl quantities. The Norwegians call them 
% 

by the general name of qvejta, but the Laplanders have diftind 

terms for each. The fkate and flounder fcoured and dried, the 

heads, fins and tails being cut off, are Pent into Denmark and 

other countries of the North, where they are eaten in that date, 

and confidered as an agreeable relilh. 

The cod-fifh confifts of feveral fpecies; thefe are found in the 

feas of Finmark in great plenty, and in the higheft perfedion: 

accordingly they form a confiderable article of commerce. There 

is a fpecies of cod which remains the whole year on that coaft, 

and which, at certain feafons, is poor and lean. Another fort 

fhews itfelf about Chriflmas, and is at that time very full of roe ; 

and a third kind is much elteemed, which is called torjke, and 

known to the Englifh by the fame name, though it is fometimes 

written as that is pronounced, viz. tujk. There is moreover a 

fpecies which, from its Norwegian name modde, is called mud-jijh 

by 



240 GENERAL REMARKS 

by the Englifh bfhmongers, to whom it never comes but in a 

pickled Rate. The Laplanders take the cod and torfke by line 

and hook only, but in fome dibrids of Norway they are caught 

with nets. They are found on different parts of the coab at dif¬ 

ferent feafons, but are never known wrholly to forfake it; accord¬ 

ingly the time of billing for them varies with the place. The 

cod and torske, which are taken in the winter, are carefully piled 

up as they are caught, in buildings conbruded for the purpofe, 

having their fides open and expofed to the air. Here they re¬ 

main frozen until the following fpring, when the weather be¬ 

coming milder, they are removed to another building of a like 

conbrudion, in which they are prepared for drying. The heads 

are cut off, the entrails taken out, and the remainder hung up in 

the air. Fifh caught in the fpring are immediately conveyed to 

the fecond houfe, and dried in the above manner. The bill thus 

cured, from their round and biff fhape, receive the names of 

rund-fjk, or JlocbfJk, and are known to us by the lab name, viz. 

JhchJjJh. The cod, torbke, ling, &c. caught in the fummer feafon, 

on account of the warmth of the weather, are only to be preferved 

by the common methods of curing with fait. The merchants 

who purchafe bock-bbi attend to the brightnefs of the colour, and 

obferve that the belli be not foft and fpongy, both which defeds 

are occaboned by the unfavourable bate of the atmofphere at the 

time of exiccation. 

Herrings are found in thefe feas in immenfe profubon, but the 

Laplanders have neither nets nor fkill to take them ; accordingly 

they 
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they are only ufed by them as bait for fuch fifli as they do catch. 

Indeed, confidering the incredible numbers of fifh in this neigh¬ 

bourhood, it appears wonderful that the fifhery is not carried on 

with more fpirit and ability ; but there feems the like inattention 

here to this fpecies of human induftry, as is obfervable in the 

fifheries on the northern coafts of Great Britain. It may per¬ 

haps be the policy of Denmark rather to promote the falmon and 

cod fifheries than that of herrings, and probably the impoffibility 

is feen of rivalling the Dutch at foreign markets, who have ob¬ 

tained a preference by their excellent method of curing this fifli. 

Befides the fifli juft mentioned, thefe feas furnifli fturgeon, lam¬ 

preys, flounders (called in Norway Jlynders), foies, turbot, and 

rnofl of the fifli to be met with on other coafls, befides lobfters, 

crabs, prawns, and other fliell-fifli. The lakes are ftored with 

pike, perch, trouts, eels, and other frefli water fifties. 

Before we clofe our catalogue of Lapland fiflies, we fliould think 

ourfelves unpardonable not to notice what has been faid of a fea- 

monfter called the krake, or, as the word has been ufed in the 

plural number, the kraken. This prodigy is fuppofed to be a fifli 

that rarely appears on the furface, but has occafionally been feen 

by fifliermen who were looking for a proper place to throw their 

nets. They were fometimes furprifed on fuch occafions at find¬ 

ing, after the firft: time they threw the lead from their boat, in 

order to afcertain the meafure of the water, that the apparent 

depth continued to diminifli every time they repeated the expe¬ 

riment ; and imagining that this decreafe could be only occafioned 

Vol. II. I i by 



GENERAL REMARKS 242 

by the lead having lighted upon the back of fome immenfely 

large fifli, which mull be in the a£t of rifing to the furface, they 

fet themfelves about rowing from the fpot with all poflible hafte ; 

and when it happened that they could perceive the fifh upon its 

emerging to the furface, it appeared covered with weeds, coral, 

and marine plants. There is a tradition in thofe northern coun¬ 

tries, of a Romifh Bifhop landing upon the back of one of thefe 

monfters, and celebrating mafs upon it during the time he re¬ 

mained there. Such are fome of the particulars which have 

been related refpeCting this extraordinary production of nature; 

ftories that appear to have been fwelled out and augmented in the 

courfe of narration from one credulous hearer to another, and in 

all likelihood had their origin in fome dead whale of extraordinary 

bulk being feen floating on the furface, on whofe back had grown 

thofe marine plants, and other fubftances which ufually fatten to 

inert bodies in the feas. This incident afterwards was increafed 

to that of a floating ifland, or fome fea monfter as large as an 

ifland, to which at lafl: they gave the name of the krake. In fhort, 

the tale of the kralen is fupported on much the fame ground as 

the Rories of ghofts and hobgoblins ; for they too are believed by 

many, though no evidence can be produced of any credible perfon 

that has feen them. 

The wives of the maritime Laplanders {hare with their huf- 

bands in the employment of fifliing, which is not the cafe with 

women in general in other parts of Norway. The mountain 

Laplanders, when removed in the fummer feafon to the fea coaft. 

8 engage 
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engage in that occupation during the time they Ray. In winter, 

when the lakes and rivers are clofely bound up with ice, they 

contrive, neverthelefs, to purfue the avocation of hilling; and 

even take confiderable quantities, by cutting holes in the ice, and 

putting their nets through them into the water under the ice. 

The Laplanders ufe, for their nets, the bark of the birch-tree 

inftead of cork ; and as they grow no hemp, they form their ropes 

and lines of the finews of the rein-deer. 

The river Tana takes its rife in the diftant mountains of Lap- 

land, runs through Eaft Finmark, and after receiving in its courfe 

feveral fmall ftreams and torrents from the mountains, at length 

empties itfelf with a very rapid current into the fea at a bay to 

which it gives its name : this river is remarkable for producing 

falmon of an extraordinary fize and rich flavour. The falmon 

fifhery begins here early in the fpring, and is over at the end of 

the fecond week after Midfummer-day.* Large quantities of 

falmon are alfo taken in the riven Alten in Weft Finmark: this 

river likewife gives name to the bay in which it meets the fea. 

* It may not he amifs to fpecify the genus falmo, as it is found in that country, 

according to a communication from my valuable friend Dr. Quenzel. It is as 

follows: 

Salmo Salar, the common falmon, which goes up the rivers in fummer for the 

purpofe of depofiting its fpawn. 

Salmo Alpinus is alfo found in the lake of Wennern in Sweden. 

Salmo Lavaretus, called Jlk by the Swedes, is caught at the cataracts when it is at¬ 

tempting to mount up. 

Salmo Thymallus: harr in Swedilh. It is alfo to be met with in the rivers of 

Westrobothnia and Angermania. 

Ii 2 The 
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The fifhery in this river begins about Midfummer, at which time 

the falmon are in full perfection; after this they are obferved to 

decreafe in fize and goodnefs. The falmon is caught in wears, 

and the fifhery itfelf put under certain regulations. The following 

is the method of pickling thefe fifh: they are firfi: fplit, carefully 

waflied, and falted with the beft fait that can be procured; and 

after lying fome little time in the fait, they are packed up in 

oaken cafks and preffed down with weights. The cafk is kept 

open, and brine daily poured in until the fifh is found perfectly 

cured, when the cafk is fattened up. 

From the produce of the fifhery a tenth part is deducted in kind, 

which tenth is equally divided into three parts, one of which goes 

to the king, another is for the ufe of the paftor or minifter of the 

church, and the remaining third is appropriated to keep the 

church in repair. 

To the fifhes of Lapland fhould alfo be reckoned .thofe which 

inhabit the Northern or Frozen Ocean, but we cannot here enter 

into a defcription of them ; much lefs would it fuit our purpott 

to enumerate thofe which are common in other countries. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XV. 

Of the Infetls and Teftaceons Animals of Lapland. 

OINCE Dr. Quenzel’s travels in Lapland, this country has fur- 

nifhed many interefting objects to the entomologifts and col¬ 

lectors of infe&s throughout Europe. In the time of Linnasus 

there was not a fingle infect of the clafs lepidoptera known as in¬ 

digenous in Lapland ; and it is almoft incomprehenfible how the 

greatphal<zn<e and papilios, that hunt the nectaries of thofe flowers 

which embellifh thefe northern diftricts, could have efcaped the 

fearching eye of fo attentive a naturalift. Dr. Quenzel difcovered 

feveral fpecies, and brought with him a great number of fpeci- 

mens, which were foon fcattered over Germany, and all coun¬ 

tries where thefe objects are efteemed and collected. It is an un¬ 

fortunate circumftance, however, that collections of that kind are 

often confidered as mere articles of fhow ; and that the entomolo¬ 

gies are frequently nothing more than walking inventories, that 

have their heads filled with a gothic mixture of Greek, Latin, 

and barbarous names. 

Entomology, when ftudied by a philofophical obferver, may 

become a purfuit of great importance to fociety, and lead to dis¬ 

coveries of effential benefit;, but while the zeal of entomologies 

confifts 
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confifts in a rage of making colledlions, in bringing together what 

is beautiful or Lingular, and ferves to amufe an empty curiofity, 

little advantage is to be expedled from their labours. The true 

objedt in thefe refcarches ought to be, to obferve the manner in 

which the infedts live, what qualities they poffefs, how they are 

transformed, and what influence they have upon the general 

economy of nature. How much remains yet to be difcovered in 

thefe little animals, in whofe very fmallnefs nature fhows herfelf 

fo great ? Some of their fenfes, as that of hearing and fmelling, 

moreover the functions of the antenna?, the form of their eyes, 

their love, their generation, their means of defence, and of pro¬ 

viding for their different wants; all thefe are things that are as 

yet but very imperfedlly known. It is among the infedts that 

we perceive the mod; extraordinary deviations from the common 

courfe of nature. Thus we find that the aphides bring forth eggs 

and living young ones feveral times following, after only having 

been once impregnated by the male. In the genus phalamcz there 

are fome of which the females are without wings, and never en¬ 

joy the pleafure of flying except when they enjoy the embraces of 

the male, that carries them into the air, as it were, to indulge the 

rapture of love in the arms of zephyrs. Who is ignorant of the 

fagacity, induftry, and regularity of the bees ? Who would have 

imagined that there are infedfs that re-produce their limbs, and 

even their heads, when cut off? The curculio antiodontalgicus, 

which has the power of allaying the tooth-ach ; the rneloe majalis, 

ufeful in hydrophobia; the lylla vejicatoria, which draws blitters; 

the 
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the bombyx, or ftlk-worm, and others, are infe&s for the utility 

of which we are indebted to the obfervations of true entomo- 

logifts. 

There is ftill a wide field open for difcoveries of the like nature. 

If, for inftance, it were afcertained which caterpillars are moft 

injurious to the vegetation of young trees, our endeavours to de- 

ftroy them might be directed accordingly. Several are pernicious 

to the grain ; thefe alfo might be pointed out and fuccefsfully 

fubdued. On the other hand, the entomologifl might fhow new 

advantages to be derived from fome infeCts that are as yet un¬ 

known. The termes, blatta, dermejles, tinea, may perhaps at fome 

future period be looked upon with lefs apprehenfion and diflike 

than thofe infers which are now efteemed perfectly innocent •. 

and the hufbandman, by the exertions of the entomologifl, be 

freed from the fear ol feeing the fields that he cultivates with the 

fweat of his brow, changed into barren and unfruitful ground. 

The new fpecies of infers w7hich have been found in Lap- 

land, offer as yet no flriking difcoveries of pra&ical benefit. The 

firfl flep always mull be to know a thing before we can invefti- 

gate its ufe, and in this we are greatly affifled by a fcientific 

method and claffification. Travellers have hitherto only been 

able to fearch for and gather materials; they have made collec¬ 

tions, and given lifts and defcriptions: of this kind wTill alfo be 

found to be that which is prefented to the reader in this work. 

To render it more interefting, the figures are added of fuch in¬ 

fers as have not yet obtained a place in any collection of prints. I 

Khali 



248 GENERAL REMARKS 

fhall proceed to the catalogue of infedts; after previoufly noticing 

an obfervation, communicated to me by Dr. Quenzel, viz. that 

the phalana, which with us only appear towards the evening, 

and fly in the night, follow quite the oppoflte practice in Lap¬ 

land ; they fly about in the day-time, and go to reft, and difap- 

pear when the fun is near the horizon. This is a fact, for which 

I cannot account, and which I muft leave for others who are more 

competent to explain. 

List op Insects. 

Scarabaus Fattens. 

Scar abatis DepreJJiis, f. Fennlcus. 

Scarabaus Sabuleti. 

Scantes Ardicus. 

Trogofta Thoracica, 

Trogofta Corticalis. 

Carabus Borealis, 

Carabus Nivalis, 

Carabus Guttula, 

Carabus Alpinus: it fleeps in the night on the grafs. 

Carabus Apricarius: on the mountains of Dalecarlia. 

Elaphrus Striatus : on the banks of rivers. 

Dytifcus Ardiais, 

Dytifcus Dolabratus, 

Dytifcus Affinis, 

Dytifcus Alpinus, 

Dytifcus 
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Dytifcus Lhieatns. 

Gyrinus Bicolor : in Finland. 

Elophorus Fennicus. 

Xyllta Ferrughiea. 

Hypulus Quadriguttatus. 

Anthicus Oculatus : in Finland. 

Anthicus Ferrugineus. 

Cant liar is Alpina. 

Cantharis Piloja. 

Malachius Flavipes; in Finland. 

F)ermejles Schafferi. 

Fermeftes Glaberrimus, on the mountains of Dalecarlia. 

Fermejles Ater ; in Finland. 

Silpha Tomentofa. 

Silplia Rugofa: this infed is to be met with in any part of Swe¬ 

den ; and in Lapland it abounds, 

Coccinella Analis, in Finland. 

Coccinella Trifafciata. 

Coccinella Bothnica. 

Coccinella Hyperborean 

Coccinella Ardlica. 

Coccinella Bifafciata. 

Caff da Sangninolenta, in Dalecarlia. 

Chryfomela Fapponica. 

Chryfomela Fifpar : Var. y, <?. 

Crioceris Betula, in Weft Bothnia. 

Vol. II. K k Cifteia 
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Cijlela Axillaris, in Finland: the name is not fuitable. 

Cryptocephalus Affinis, in Finland. 

Cryptocephalus Cordiger: Var. y, S. 

Cryptocephalus Variegatus, 

Cryptocephalus Sexpun flatus : Var (3. 

Cryptocephalus Coryli: Var. y. 

Cryptocephalus Pini : Var. (3. 

Dryops ALnea, in Finland. 

Dafytes Linearis. 

Lymexylon Paradoxum, in Finland. 

Serropalpus Striatus : Dircea barbata, Fabric. 

Ripiphorus Fennicus. 

Buprejles Congener. 

Buprejles Acuminata. 

Buprejles Morio. 

Note. The above mentioned infedls are contained in PaykuH’s 

Fauna Suecica, where the defcription may be compared. 

The following are to be found in the work of Fabricius: 

Plater Triflis. 

Plater Melancholicus. 

Plater Metallicus : a new fpecies. 

Plater Riparius. 

Lcptura Rujicollis e Finlandia, vel L. Thoracica. 

Leptiira St rig Hat a. 

Lcptura 
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Leptura Interrogations : alfo Var. duodecim maculata. 

Leptura Smaragdula. 

Leptura Marginata. 

Leptura Lamed: alfo found in the other provinces of Sweden, 

Leptura Sexmaculdta. 

Rhinomacer Attelaboides. 

Curculio Ardlicus. 

CurcuBo Phieti. 

Curculio dFthiops. 

Staphylinus Alphius. 

Papilio Embla, 

Papilio Gejion, 

Papilio Horua, 

Papilio Hilda, 

Papilio Frigga, 

Papilio Freya, 

Papilio Pales : this is alfo found in Germany, 

jBombyx Lunigera, 

Bom by x Quenzeli, 

Bombyx Morio : quite black, with pellucid wings. 

Bombyx Lapponica; Thunberg. 

NoPlua Divergens, which, according to d’Antic, is likewife found 

upon the Pyrenees ; but this may be a different fpecies. 

Nodlua Heliophila, 

Nodlua Funejla, 

Nodlua Cindta, 

Nodlua Cordigera. 

See the Stockholm Tranfa&ions of the 

year 1791. 

^ See the Copenhagen Tranfadtions, 
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Phryganea Phaleenoides. 

Pent!ire do Lucorum. 

Tenteredo Fafciata. 

Tent lire do Vitellince. 

Sirex Gigas, Sir ex Camelus : both fpecies are alfo found more to 

the fouthward. 

Apis Alpina, 

Apis Arffiica, 

Apis Lapponica, 

Apis Equejiris, &c. 

(Efims Tarandi} 

(E/irus Najalis. 

Tab anus Tarandinus. 

Culex Pipiens. 

Culex Pulicaris. 

Culex Reptans. 

Empis Borealis, 

Pfora. 

Onifcus Entomon. 

Note. There are fome fpecies of Geometra and Tinea in Lap- 

land ; but I do not know their names. 

I fhall now add the elfential chara&ers of the infers exhibited 

upon the annexed plates, as they are defcribed by that acute and 

diligent naturalift, Dr. Quenzel. 

a The air fwarms with them, when the 

weather is fine. 

| On the coafi: on Norway. 

PLATE 
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Sir&r 

Apis 

_Yi//rieonus. 

Alpina . 

j Apis Zapponica. 

4 flombyjc Alpina. 

5 JYoctuA Alpico/ci 

6 J)? underside. 
/ Apis Arctica . 
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/ Map iho Emilia,. 

2 /) ° underside. 

3 leptiu'a Spadicea. 

4 Zeptara Thoracica>. 

3 Bdmbyjc Zapponica. 
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PLATE I. 

1. Sir ex Nigricornts : niger—abdomine luteo, bafi nigro ; pedibus 

quatuor anterioribus flavefcentibus. 

2. Apis Alpina : nigra—abdomine fulvo, bafi nigro. 

3. Apis Lapponica : flava—capite, fafcia thoracis media, antennis, 

pedibufque, nigris; abdomine bafi fulvo, apice albido. 

4. Bombyx Alpina : alis fuperioribus nigris, flavo maculatis; in- 

ferioribus coccineis, bafi fafciifque macularibus conca- 

tenatis atris. 

5. Noffiua Alpicola: alis fuperioribus cinereis, fafciis flrigifque 

undulatis obfcurioribus; inferioribus fufcis, lunula mar- 

gineque albis. 

6. Noctua Alpicola : underfide. 

7. Apis Arffiica : nigra—thorace antice pofliceque fulvo, abdo¬ 

mine fupra fafciis flavis fulvifque. 

t 

PLATE II. 

1. Papilio Emilia : alis fuperioribus fufcis, lunula media fulva; 

inferioribus dentatis, fupra lutefcentibus, nigro-ma- 

culatis, infra virefcentibus, maculis circiter fedecim 

rotundis argenteis. 

2. Papilio 'Emilia: underiide. 

3. heptura Spadicea ; fufca, obfcura, elytris piceis. 

4. heptura 
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4. Leptura Thoracica : nigra, thorace fanguineo. 

5. Bombyx Lapponica : alis omnibus ferrugineis, maculis tranf- 

verfis flavis fufco inclufis. 

6. Ditto. 

PLATE III. 

1. Papilio Sophia: alis omnibus integris, fufco ferrugineis, anticis 

fupra ocellis tribus, anteriori gemino luteis pupilla 

nigra ; inferioribus fubtus punflo medio albo. 

2. Papilio Sophia : underfide. 

3. Tinea Leucomella : atra ; capite, thoracis medio, fafeiis tribus, 

bafi ciliifque alarum, annulifque pedum, albis. 

4. Dytifcus Alpinus * flavefeens ; thorace maculis, elytrifque ftriis 

abbreviatis, maculifque marginalibus nigris. 

5. Silpha Tomentofa : nigra, obfeura ; elytris rugofis; capite, tho- 

raceque albido, dense tomentofis. 

6. Coccinella Lapponica : flava ; thoracis medio, elytrorumque fu- 

tura dentata, lineaque flexuosa, cum futura bis coe- 

unte, nigris. 

Note. This fpecies is not deferibed in Paykull’s Fauna; 

for it is neither the Coccinella Arftica of that author, 

nor his Hyperborea, which is reprefented upon the an¬ 

nexed plate, fig. nor any other. It is therefore 

wanting in that work. 

7. Coccinella Hyperborea : coleoptris luteis ; fafeiis duabus abbre¬ 

viatis, nigris flavo cin&is; thorace flavo, nigro ma¬ 

culate. 
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8. Dajytes Linearis : linearis, virefcens. 

g. Lymexylon Paradoxum : fufcum, capite thoraceque flavefcenti- 

bus—vix hujus generis. 

10. Curculio Ar51 tens : longiroftris, femoribus fubdentatis, cine- 

reus, fufeo ftriatim pundtatus ; pundtis thoracis duo- 

bus, elytrorumque duobus vel quatuor majoribus, pilofo 

albidis. 

31. Leptura Smaragdula : viridis, pubefeens—variat fufea et nigra, 

pulvere viridi detrito. Similis Leptune virenti, at 

triplo fere minor. 

12. Carabus Alpinus : thorace rotundato antice poftieeque tranf- 

verfo; elytris ferrugineis fufeo-marginatis, vel totis 

nigris. 

3 3. Hypulus Quadriguttatus : niger, obfeurus, elytris flavo qua- 

drimaculatis. 

3 4. Cantharis Alpina: maf. fufca,jtew. lutefGens; thorace flavef- 

cente, poftice unidentato ; macula media fufea. 

15. Ditto, Femina. 

16. Rhagium Fennicnm : thorace fubfpinofo; luteum ; capite, 

elytrorum marginibus, pedibufque, fufeis. 

17. Cerambyx Fennicus : thorace fpinofo ; grifeus ; elytris a bafi ad 

medium, fafeiaque poftica, fufeis. 

18. Scarites Ardiicns : niger, fubnitens asneo ; pedibus ferrugi¬ 

neis ; thorace globofo. 

IQ. Elater Cojialis : niger, nitidus; elytris {Iriatis, convexiufculis, 

margine exteriore rufefeente. 

Some 
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Some of the infers here defcribed, are mentioned in the trans¬ 

actions of the fociety of natural hiftory at Copenhagen (Skrivter 

of Naturhi/lorie Selljkabet i KjdbenhavnJ ; and feveral have been 

named by Dr. Quenzel, who firft found them. 

Concerning the tejiaceous animals, I have only to remark, that 

their number is by no means confiderable in the North ; and that 

thofe which are found there, are like the other productions of 

nature, neither brilliant in their colour, nor very various in their 

form. The following are perhaps alone worth noticing :—■ 

My a Margaritifera, 7 . 
S- In the rivers 01 Dapland. 

My a Pifforum, j 

Buccinium Glaciale : in the Icy Ocean. 

Buccinmm Undatum. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XVL 

Of Lapland Botany. 

P I ^HE Flora Lapponica, by Linnaeus, is a repofitory of all thofe 

plants which are known in Lapland ; but what interefts a 

traveller of curiofity is, to be told which plants mod: peculiarly 

appertain to that country, in order that he may be able to con¬ 

centrate his attention, and carry awray with him obje&s of value, 

for himfelf and his botanical friends. To that end I wrill fubjoin 

a lift of thofe plants, with references w here they are deferibed or 

figured. 

The indigenous Plants of Lapland. 

Pinguicula Villofa—fcapo villofo.* See Flora Lapponica. 

Poa Glauca—panicula patula fecunda, fpiculis fubtrifloris, dofculis 

acuminatis baft pubefeentibus, foliis fubulatis. See 

Flora Danica. 

Campanula uniflora—caule unifioro. FI. Lapp. 

Gentianapurpurea—corollis fexftdis campanulatis verticillatis felft- 

libus, calycibus truncatis dentatis. FI. Dan. 

* The fpecihe characters are moftly taken from Smith’s edition of the Flora 

Lapponica. 

Vol. IL L 1 Juncus 
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Juncus Bigliimis—folio fubulato, gluma biflora terminali.*—Amoe- 

nitates Academics? Holm. 

Juncus Stygius—foliis fetaccis depreffiufculis, pedunculis geminis 

terminalibus, glumis folitariis fubbifloris. Smithii 

Plantarum leones. 

Stellaria Biflora—ramis eredlis bifloris. Adla Holmenfla. 

Stellaria Humifufa—foliis ovatis fubfecundis feflilibus, caulibus, 

procumbentibus tetragonis, pedunculis folitariis abbre¬ 

viate. Adi. Holm. 

Stellaria Cerafloides—foliis oblongis, pedunculis fubbifloris. Smith 

Plant. Ic. 
i 

Andromeda Ceerulea—foliis linearibus obtufis fparfis. FI. Lapp. 

Andromeda Hypnoides—foliis aciformibus confertis. FI. Lapp. 

Andromeda Tetragona—foliis triquetre imbricatis obtufis, ex alis 

florens. FI. Lapp. 

Saxifraga Cernua—foliis palmatis, caule fimplici unifloro. FI. 

Lapp. 

Saxifraga Cafpitofa—foliis radicalibus aggregatis linearibus inte- 

gris trifidifque, caule eredlo fubnudo fubbifloro. FI. 

Lapp. 

Saxifraga Rivularis—foliis radicalibus quinquelobis, florali ovato. 

FI. Lapp. 

Saxifraga Hirculus—foliis caulinis lanceolatis, alternis nudis iner- 

mibus, caule eredlo. FI. Dan. 

Lychnis Apetala—caule fimpliciffimo unifloro, corolla inclufa— 

FI. Lapp. 

Rubus 
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Rnbus Ardlicus—caule unifloro, foliis ternatis.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Potentilla Nivea—foliis ternatis incifis fubtus tomentofls, caule ad- 

fcendente.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Ranunculus Lapponicus•—caule unifolio & unifloro, foliis tripartitis. 

—FI. Lapp. 

Ranunculus Nivalis—caule unifloro, foliis radicalibus palmatis, 

caulinis multipartitis feffilibus.—FI. Lapp. 

Ranunculus Pygmanis * 

Pedicularis Lappon’ica—caule flmplici, foliis lanceolatis femipin- 

natis ferratis acutis.—FI. Lapp. 

Pedicularls Sceptrum Carolinum—flore aureo magno, ridu fangui- 

neo.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Pedicular is Hirfuta—caule flmplici, calycibus villofls, foliis linea- 

ribus dentatis crenatis.—FI. Lapp. 

Draba Alplna—fcapo nudo flmplici, foliis lanceolatis integerrimis. 

FI. Dan. 

Draba Hirta—fcapo unifolio, foliis fubhirfutis, flliculis obliquis 

pedicellatis.—FI. Dan. 

Draba Nivalis—foliis lanceolatis integerrimis fubpubefeentibus ci- 

liatis, fcapo unifolio decumbente, petalis retufls.f— 

Nova Ada Societ. Upfal. 

Gnaplialium Alpinum—caule flmpliciflimo, capitulo terminato, flo- 

ribus oblongis.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

* Phis fpecies is not to be found in the Flora Lapponica, nor in YVildenow’s 

edition of the Syflem. Veget. 

f This defeription is taken from Wild enow. 

L 1 2 Cypripedium 



26 o GENERAL REMARKS 

Cypripedium Bulbofum—folio fubrotundo.—FI. Lapp. Smith. PL 

Icon. 

Car ex Capital a—fpica fimplici androgyna ovata : fuperne mafcula, 

capfulis imbricato-patulis.—FI. Dan. 

Salix Phylicifolia—YoWis ferratis glabris lanceolatis, crenis undu- 

latis.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Salix Tenuifolia—foliis ferratis glabris verticaliter ovatis.—FI. Lapp. 

Dan. 

Salix Foliolofa—foliis integris glabris ovatis confertis pellucidis.— 

FI. Dan. 

Salix Arbufcula—foliis fubferratis glabris lanceolatis utrimque acu- 

tis.—FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Salix Lanata—foliis integris utrimque lanatis fubrotundis acutis. 

FI. Lapp. Dan. 

Splachnum Luteum—umbraculo orbiculari piano.—Hedwig. Mufci. 

Amoen. Acad. 

Splachnum Rubrum—umbraculo orbiculari hemifphcerico. 

Splachnum Mnioides—fubacaule, receptaculo oblongo. 

Splachnum Anguftatum—caulefcens, foliis piliferis, pedunculo bre- 

viffimo. 

Splachnum Spheericum—receptaculo globofo. 

Lichen Ardlic.us—foliis planis fubrotundis lobatis obtufis, calyce 

piano ovali, lacinulas propriae adnato, niveus. — FI. 

Lapp. 

Lichen Nivalis—niveus fmibus daedalis laciniatus, ramis eredlis, 

calyce orbiculato.-—FI. Lapp. 

Lichen 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 261 

Lichen Probofcideus—foliaceus, umbilicatus, peltis turbinatis, trun¬ 

cates, perforatis. 

The berry of the Rubus ArElicus, when fufficiently ripened, is 

fuperior in fragrance and flavour to the ftrawberry and rafpberry, 

and to all fruit of the fame kind, even what we have in Italy. A 

fmall plateful would fcent an apartment with a more exquifite 

fweetnefs than any perfume I know of. It is lingular that fo de¬ 

licious a production fhould be found in the North. They pre- 

ferve it in Sweden, and it makes one of the moft delicate Tweet- 

meats. Linnaeus fpeaks of this fruit in high terms of praife, and 

fays, that it often refrefhed him in his travels through Lapland, 

when he was overwhelmed with fatigue. 

The Rubus chamcemorus is alfo ufed for preferves. It grows 

plentifully in Lapland, efpecially in marfliy fituations. The berry 

of this plant is yellowifh, and nearly of the fame fhape as the 

rafpberry, but larger in fize, and more inf pid in tafte. We how¬ 

ever thought it delicious when we found it in our walks, through 

the bogs of Lapland. 

I am of opinion that the Liapenjia Lapponica, and the Azalea 

procumbens, fhould be reckoned among the in'digenous plants, pro¬ 

perly fo called. I have found both in flower on the top of very- 

high mountains, wdrere all other vegetation feemed to ceafe, and 

nothing was to be feen befides the Lichen rangiferinus. 

The Arbutus alpina, and TuJJilago frigida, begin to put out their 

buds in fpite of the fnow, and before it is quite melted ; and often 

the 
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the flowers are even produced during the Enow. The leaves of 

the tujjilago, however, never come out till about a fortnight after 

the fnow is gone. 

The Andromeda crermea adorns the bogs of Lapland. I found 

fome entirely white, and gathered feveral fpecimens of them. 

The willows are numerous in Lapland, but it is rather difficult 

to know them, as in many the time of the flower and that of the 

leaves is different. They are a ufeful production for the economy 

of nature, particularly in that country: they furnifh the birds 

with good materials for building their nefts, by means of the cot¬ 

tony fubftance they afford : the infeds prefer them to other trees, 

and by their long and winding roots, they keep the banks of 

brooks and rivers together, which would otherwife crumble to 

pieces. The Laplanders make cords of the roots of the willow, 

which they ufe in their fiflieries. 

The quicknefs of the vegetation in Lapland is a thing of which 

we have no conception in other parts of Europe. The whole is 

accomplifhed in the fpace of twTo months; and to give the reader 

a more accurate idea of it, I will mention as an example, that a 

tobacco plant at Enontekis generally increafes more than an inch 

in circumference during the interval of twTenty-four hours. 

I remarked in my travels what trees extended farthefl to the 

north, and from this 1 abftraded a kind of rule for the latitude 

in which I found myfelf. For inftance, from Tornea as far as 

Ketkemando, you meet with firs, pines, and birches, promifeu- 

oufly: but beyond Ketkemando the firs difappear, and you only 

fee 
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fee pines and birches. From Kautokeino as far as the mountains 

you lofe fight of the pines, and the birches alone remain. At 

Alten you again fee a few pines; but from Alten to the North 

Cape, you perceive nothing but birches, and thefe become fcarcer 

the nearer you approach the North Cape : 

Rara, nec hsec felix in apertis eminet arvis 

Arbos—— 

SECTION 



264 GENERAL REMARKS 

SECTION XVII. 

Of Minerals. 

¥3 ARON Hermelin, who has publiflied maps of Sweden, Fin- 

land, and Lapland, which we have noticed before, is at pre- 

fent engaged in a work on the Lapland minerals; and we may ex¬ 

pert fomething very fatisfaCtory from the labours of a perfon fo 

w7ell verfed in that fcience, and fo accurate and attentive in his 

refearches. Lapland abounds in minerals of all kinds: but it is 

not eafy for a traveller, who is but fuperficially acquainted with 

the fubjeCt, and who is hurried by the fhortnefs of his time, to 

communicate as much information as the reader of his work may 

perhaps be led to look for. I collected in that remote country 

fome ftoncs, or minerals; but foon found them too cumberfome, 

as we were frequently obliged to travel on foot, and have our bag¬ 

gage carried by men. 

When I returned to Stockholm, I laid the fpecimens I had 

kept before Mr. Hyelm, w'ho has the care of the collection of mi¬ 

nerals at that place, and is infpedtor of the mint; and he fhowTed 

me a great number of minerals brought from the fame country 

by different travellers, and chiefly thofe whom Baron Hermelin 

7 had 
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had employed to draw his maps : for he always chofe fuch men 

as were acquainted with mineralogy, that they might likewife be 

ufeful to him in that fcience, which is the principal objeCt of his 

attention. 

Mr. Hyelm not only had the goodnefs to favour me with many 

fpecimens, of which he had duplicates, but even condefcended to 

write out for me a fyftematic lift of all the Lapland minerals* 

contained in the collection alluded to, which are arranged ac¬ 

cording to the different parts of the country from whence they 

were obtained. This lift: I will here fubjoin, being perfuaded it 

will intereft the lovers of this branch of natural hiftorv. 

* This lift, as will be feen, is not confined to Lapland, but takes in fome pro¬ 

vinces in the neighbourhood, belonging to Sweden and Finland. This deviation 

from the ftrict limits of Lapland will probably be pardoned, as it brings addi¬ 

tional information, and at the fame time refers to countries which have equally 

been the fubject of the foregoing work. 

The names of the minerals in the original lift were given in Swedifh, and 

fometimes explained by the French. Thefe we have attempted to render into 

the language familiar to Englifh mineralogifts: in doing which we have chiefly 

followed the works of Kirwan and Cronftedt, and adopted the technical terms 

ufed by thefe writers. To avoid the poftibility of a miftake, the Swedifh words 

are added in a parenthefis to nioft fpecies that are mentioned, and fometimes 

alfo the French, German, and Latin appellations. Where any doubt remained, 

the fign of a query (?) has been put: fo that it is hoped the lift will appear pretty- 

accurate. 

VOL. II. M m 
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LIST OF MINERALS. 

I. MINERALS OF JEMTLAND IN SWEDEN. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Genus. Calcareous Spar (Swed. Kalkfpat; French, 

Spath calcaire) white and red, of different kinds of crys¬ 

tallization. Limejlone (Sw. Kalkffen). Marble, ftri- 

ated and of various colours. Stalactites (Sw. Dropp- 

ffen). Swine/lone (Sw. Orften) cryftalliSed and compad. 

Marl (Sw. Mergel) i. e. chalk mixed with clay: it 

occurs in different forms, and is accordingly diffin- 

guifhed in Sweden by different names, of Marlekor, or 

N'dckelbrjd. 

Siliceous Genus. Mountain or Rocl-crj/flal(Sw. Bergcryftaller) 

of different Size and colour. Jafper. Shorl (Sw. Skorlj. 

Chert or Honiflone (Sw. Hiilleflinta ; Germ. Hornffein ; 

Fr. caillou de 1‘oche ; Lat. Petrofdex, or Lapis corneus). 

Garnet (Sw. Granater; Fr. Grenat; Lat. Granatus). 

Coarfe grained GarnetJlone, or Amorphous Garnet (Sw. 

Granatberg; Fr. Roche de Grenat; Germ. Granat- 

flein ; Granatus particulis granulatis, figura indetermi¬ 

nate!). Zeolite, of Several variations.—See the Traveller’s 

Guide 
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Guide by Mr. Engeftrom, p. 36, 3/. Siliceous Shijlns 

(Sw. Kifelfkifer). 

Muriatic Genus. Shijlofe Talc'? (Sw. Tallkfkifer). Potjlone 

(Sw. Tallgften ; Lat. Lapis Ollaris). Chlorite. Steatites 

(Sw. Spackften). Amiantus. JJbeJhis, of fundry fpecies. 

Argillaceous Genus. Trap (Sw. & Germ. Trapp). Mica 

(Sw. & Germ. Glimmer) white and black. 

Aggregated Stones: (Sw. Hallearter). Norka or MurkJJen, 

compofed of Mica or Potflone, with Garnet.* Shijlofe 

Mica (Sw. Glimmerfkifer or Hallften) confifting of 

Quartz and Mica. Shijlofe Clay P (Sw. Lcrfkifer) j- 

2. Metals. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites (Sw. Koppar kis). Blue Copper ore (Sw. 

Koppar Lazur ; Germ. Kupfer Lazur). Mountain Blue 

(Sw. Bergblatt; Germ. Bergblau ; Fr. Bleu de mon- 

tagne). Mountain Green (Sw. Berggront; Fr. Verd de 

montagne). 

Iron: Swampy Iron ore (Swr. Myrmalm ; Germ. Sumpferz; Fr. 

mine de fer limoneufe). 

Lead : Galena (Sw. Blyglans ; Germ. Bleyglanz; Fr. Galene) 

of many variations in texture and mixture, even w ith 

pyrites of brow'n iron. 

Zink : Blende, which is Zink mineralifed by fulphur with iron. 

* Kirwan puts quartz, mica, garnet. See Elem. of Mineral, vol. i. p. 343. 

f Kirwan claffes this under the argillaceous genus. See vol. i. p. 182. 

Mm2 3, Petri- 



£68 GENERAL REMARKS 

3. Petrifactions. 

Petrified wood. 

II. MINERALS OF A N GERM A NL AND. 

Iron : Iron ore. 

III. MINERALS OF TORNEO LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Llmejtone (Sw. Kalkflen). Calcareous Spar, 

Scaly Liimejlone* (Sw. Limften). Marl. Fluor Spar. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Mountain or Rock Cryflal. Amethyjl. 

Garnet. Coarfe Garnet. Bafanite or Black Jafper r’-f 

(Sw. Melanit). Short. Zeolite. Hornjlone. Jafper. Sili¬ 

ceous Shijlus. 

Muriatic Gen. Shiflofe TalcP (Sw. Tallkfkifer). Steatites. 

Serpentine. Chlorite. AJbefoidP\ (Sw. ftralften). AJhef- 

tus. Ami ant us. 

Barytic Gen. Ponderous Spar (Sw. Tung Spat). 

Argillaceous Gen. different fpecies : Trap, Hornblende, Mica, 

Aluminous earth (Sw. Alunhalltig jord). 

Aggregates : Serpentine Rock (Sw. Ophite). Norka. Amygdaloid 

(Sw. Mandelften). Porphyry. Breccias. San if ones. Shif- 

* See Cronftedt, vol. i. p. 24. 
t See Kirwan, vol. i.p. 307. 
± Ibid. p. 166 and 167. 

Clay ? 7 
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tofe Clay P (Sw. Lerfkifer). Shiflofe Hornblende P (Sw. 

Hornblendefkifer).* 

2. Inflammable Subflances. 

Plumbago (Sw. Blyertz or Graphit). Native Sulphur. Martial Py~ 

rites or Common Sulphur Pyrites (Sw. Swafvel kis; 

Germ. Sulphur kies). 

3. Metals. 

Copper: Copper Pyrites. Blue Copper ore. Vitreous Copper ore 

(Sw. Kopparglas ; Germ. Kupferglas). Mountain Blue. 

Mountain Green. Malachite. Dendrites in Copper Py¬ 

rites P*}' Koppar Brandertzf\ 

Iron : Iron ore. Ferruginous SandP (Sw. lam fand). Micaceous 

Iron ore (Sw. Iiirn glimmer; Germ. Eifen glimmer). 

Haematites or Bloodflone. Sparry Iron ore (Sw. Stalften; 

Germ. Stahlftein or Spathiger Eiftenftein of Werner; 

Fr. mine de fer fpatique). Iron Ochre. 

Arsenic : Arfenical Pyrites or Marcaflte (Sw. Arfenikkis ; Germ. 

Arfenikkies). 

Molybdena. 

Gold : Native Gold, only once found at Svappawara. 

* Kirwan arranges the fhiftofe clay, and fhiftofe hornblende, under the argilla¬ 

ceous genus. See vol. i. p. 182, and p. 222. 

f This I have not been able to afeertain.—N. 

I What is meant by this 1 do not exactly know.-—N. 

4. Petri- 



2JO GENERAL REMARKS 

4. Petrifactions 

Are found but feldom. 

Note. The principal mines of Tornea Lappmark are, Packta- 

vara, Skanglivara, Raggiovara, Jonuswando, Kirunavara, Luoffo- 

vara, Wouovara, Kittila, &c. 

IV. MINERALS OF UMEO LAPPMARK. 

Iron ores of different kinds 

V. MINERALS OF PITEO LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Calcareous Spar. S'ulero CalciteP* (Sw. Brun 

fpat; Fr. Spat calcaire rouge et brun). 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Rock Cryjlal. Shorl. Siliceous Shijlus. 

Muriatic Gen. Steatites. AJbeJhis. 

Argillaceous Gen. Mica, white and black. 

Aggregates: Norka. Shiftofle Mica (Sw. Glimmerfkifer). 

2. Inflammable Sub/lances. 

Martial Pyrites. 

3. Metals. 

Lead : Galena. 

Zink: PI ends. 

* Kirwan, vol. L p. 105. 

Iron : 
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Iron : Iron Ochre. 

Antimony: Sulphurated Antimony, or Antimony Pyrites (Sw. 

Antimonii Pyrites ; Fr. Pyrite Antimoniale). From the 

mine of Nafafjall. 

VI, MINERALS OF LUTEO LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Llmejl'one (Sw. Kalkften). Calcareous Spar. 

Marble. Gypfum. Lime (Sw. Kalk) with Garnets. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Mountain or Rock Cryjlal. Jafper. 

Chert or Horn/lone. Shorl. Garnet. Felfpar (Sw. Fait- 

fpat). Siliceous Shijlus (Sw. Kifelkifer). 

Muriatic Gen. Steatites. 

Argillaceous Gen. Trap. Clay containing Iron, or Ferruginous 

Argillite P (Sw. IarnhaUtig Lera). 

Aggregates : Serpentine Rock. Gneifs (Sw. Gneis). Shi/lofe 

Mica. Breccias. Pudding (lone. 

2. Metals. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites. Vitreous Copper ore. Mountain Green. 

Malachite. 

Lead : Galena (Sw. Blyglans). 

Zink : Blende. 

Iron: Iron ores of feveral kinds, and plentiful. Haematites or 

Bloodjlone. Swampy Iron ore (Sw. Myrmalm). 

Note. 
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Note. The principal mines of Lutea Lappmark are, Kedkevara, 

Alkavara, Hjertavara, Gellivara, &c. 

VII. MINERALS OF KEMI LAPPMARK. 

1. Stones. 

Siliceous Gen. Hornfone. Garnet. Siliceous Shift us. 

Muriatic Gen. Shifofe Talc P (Sw. TallklLifer) with a black 

grain. Amiantus. Steatites. AJbefoidP* (Sw. Stralften). 

Argillaceous Gen. Mica. Hornblende. Wacken. 

Aggregates : Sandfones. Hornblende Slate (Sw. Germ. Horn- 

blendefchifer). Breccias. 

2. Metals. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites. Mountain Green. 

Lead : Galena. • 

Iron : Sparry Iron ore (Sw'.Stalflen; Germ. Stahlftein). Iron Ochre. 

VIII. MINERALS OF WESTRO-BOTHN1 A. 

1. Stones. 

Argillaceous Gen. Clay containing Iron, or Ferruginous Argil¬ 

liteP (Sw. Iarnhalltig Lera). Trap. Hornblende. 

Aggregates: Shifofe Mica (Sw. Glimmer Skifer). Grunjlen or 

Granitell (Sw. Gronflen). 

* Kirwan, vol. i. p. 166, 167. 

2. In- 
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2. Inflammable Sub/lances. 

Plumbago (Sw. and Germ. Graphit). 

3. Metals. 

Iron: Iron ore. 

XX. MINERALS OF OSTRO-BOTHNIA. 

1. Stones. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Garnet. Bafanite or Black Jafper? 

(Sw. Melanit). 

Muriatic Gen. Shiflofe Talc (Sw. Tallkfkifer). 

Argillaceous Gen : Hornblende. 

Aggregates: Grunjlen or Granitell (Sw. Gronften). Shiflofe 

Mica. 

2. Inflammable Subfiances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites Sw. Swafvelkis). 

3. Metals. 

Iron : Iron ore. Moraffy Iron ore?* (Sw. Sjomalm). Swampy Iron 

Ore (Sw.Myrmalm). Ferruginous Sand? (Sw. Iarnfand). 

Arsenic : Arfenical Pyrites or Marcajite (Sw. Arfenikkis). 

VOL. II. 

* See Kirwan, vol. ii.p. 153. 

Nn X. MINERALS 
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X. MINERALS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ULEABORG* 

1. Stones. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Chert or Hornftone. Shorh 

Muriatic Gen. Amiantus. Steatites. 

Argillaceous Gen. Marl. 

Aggregates : Shiftofe Mica. 

2. Inflammable Subflances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites. 

3. Metals. 

Copper : Vitreous Copper Ore. Mountain Green. 

XI. MINERALS OF CARELIA. 

2. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Cryflallifed Calcareous Spar or Drufen Spar £* 

(Sw. Kalkdruier). Marble. Marl. 

Siliceous Gen. Cellular Quartz P\ (Sw. Quarts drus). Moun¬ 

tain or Rock Cryflal. Zeolite. 

Muriatic Gen. Shiftofe Talc (Sw. Tallk fkifer). AttinolitePX 

* See Cronftedt, vol. i. p. 27. 

f See Kirwan, vol. i. p. 244. 

% See Kirwan, vol. p. 167 and 168. 

(Sw» 
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(Sw. Tremolit), AJbejloidP* (Sw. Stralften; Germ. 

Strahlftein). 

Argillaceous Gen. Aluminous Slate (Sw. Alunfkifer). 

Aggregates: Sandjlones. 

2. Inflammable Subjlances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites. 

3. Metals. 

Iron : Ochraceous Iron Ore, found at the bottom of lakes (Sw. 

Sjomalm).f 

XII. MINERALS OF FINLAND, PROPERLY SO CALLED. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Lime/lone. Calcareous Spar. Marble. Sidero 

Cal cite P (Sw. Brun fpat). Fluor Spar. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz, red and green. Shorl. Garnet, which 

is fuppofed to contain tin, but apparently contains 

Titanite. Felfpar. 

Muriatic Gen. Serpentine. 

Argillaceous Gen. Argill, mixed with fliells and fcales of 

fifhes. Mica, convex and glittering. Trap. Bafalt. 

* See Kirwan, p. 166 and 167. 

f Is it the morally iron ore of Kirwan, vol. ii. p. 183 ? 

N n 2 Aggre- 
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Aggregates : Sctndflone or Quadrum Cos?* (Sw. Brynften ; Fr, 

pierre a aiguifer). Shiflofe Mica. 

2. Inflammable Subflances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites or Common Sulphur Pyrites 

3. Metals. 

Copper: Copper Pyrites. 

Iron : Iron Ore. Swampy Iron Ore. 

Arsenic : Arfenical Pyrites or Marcaflte. 

Tungstenite: Wolfram. 

XIII. MINERALS OF NYLAND, IN FINLAND. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. Limeflone. Calcareous Spar. Marble. Marll 

Sidero Calcite ? (Sw. Brunfpar). FluorSpar. 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz, white, blue, green. Mountain or Rock 

Cryflal, blue. Smoaky Topazj- (Sw. Rock topas; Germ. 

Rauch topas). Shorl. Garnet. Baflanite or Black Jaf- 

per? (Sw. Germ. Melanit). Coarfle Garnet (Sw. Gra- 

natberg). Zeolite. Felfpar. 

Muratic Gen. Shifltofe Talc (Sw. Tallk fkifer). Serpentine. Afl- 

beflus. AJbefloid? (Sw. Stralflen). Chlorite. 

* If the novaculite of Kirwan were meant, it fhould be referred to the argil¬ 

laceous genus. See vol. i. p. 238. 

t See Cronftedt, vol. i. p. 169. 
Argil- 
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Argillaceous Gen. Clay containing Iron, or Ferruginous Argil¬ 

lite $ (Sw. Iarnh all tig Lera ). Trap. Hornblende. Mica. 

Bafalt. 

Aggregates: Serpentine Rock (Sw. Ophit). Shijlofe Mica. Com¬ 

mon roof Slate P ^Sw. Takfkifer ; Lat. Schiftus tegu- 

laris). Talc with Mica (Sw. Tallk med Glimmer). 

2. Inflammable Sub/lances. 

Plumbago. Martial Pyrites, or Common Sulphur Pyrites (Sw. 

Swafvelkis). 

3. Metals. 

Copper : Copper Pyrites. 

Iron : Iron Ore of the common fort. Haematites with Man- 

ganefe. Sparry Iron Ore (Sw. Stalften ; Germ. Stahl- 

Rein). Iron Ochre. Native PruJJian Blue? (Sw. Na- 

turlig Berlinerbla). 

Lead : Galena (Sw. Blyglans). 

Zinc: Blende. 

Arsenic : Arfenical Pyrites, or Marc aft e (Sw. Arfenikkis). 

4. Petrifactions. 

Some are found. 

Note. The moft remarkable mines in Nyland are thofe of Lep- 

pela and Orijaufir. 

5 XIV. MINERALS 
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KIV, MINERALS OF THE ISLES OF ALAND. 

1. Stones. 

Calcareous Gen. CompaSl Lime/ione (Sw. TatKalkften). Mart* 

Siliceous Gen. Quartz. Quartz Cryflallized (Sw. Quarts cry- 

{taller). Mountain or Rock Cryjlal. Felfpar, 

Argillaceous Gen. Mica. 

2. Metals. 

Lead : Galena. 

N. B. The above lift was made in the year 1800* from the 

fpecimens contained in the collection belonging to the college, or 

the commiffioners, of the mines at Stockholm. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XVIII, 

Of the Manufactures of Lapland. 

rlH HE Lapland women prepare the fkins of the foxes, fawns, 

otters, and other animals for fale; to which end they jftrip 

them of the membranes, and afterwards cure them with fifh oil. 

The finews taken from the legs of the rein-deer are held before 

the fire, and beaten with wooden hammers ; then they are divided 

into filaments as fine as hair, which the women twift into threads 

of different thicknefs. The women likewife ornament the har- 

nefs of the fledges with tinfel wire, which they draw themfelves 

through a machine made of the fkull of the rein-deer, provided 

with holes of different fizes, according to the thicknefs of the wire 

they have occafion for. With this wire the women afterwards 

embroider, and fome of them in a very neat manner, not only the 

harnefs of the rein-deer, but the coats and gloves of the men, as 

has been already mentioned. The women likewife know how to 

dye cloth in a yellow colour, which they apply to various orna¬ 

ments. The blankets the Laplanders ufe are all woven by the 

women; and after having ferved for a time as a covering for their 

beds, they join them together, as many as are neceffary, and con¬ 

vert them into a covering for their tents. 

The 
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The men are very dexterous in making veffels of various capa¬ 

cities, from cups to drink out of, to cafks for containing the milk 

of their rein-deer. The wood they employ for this purpofe is from 

the beech-tree, which is equally beautiful with the maple, when 

finely polifhed. From the horns of the rein-deer they manufac¬ 

ture fpoons in a neat manner, which they contrive to Rain very 

handfomely in figures not unfkilfully defigned. Steel they work 

into knives, to which they fix handles, and ornament them in an 

elegant manner. We have already fpoken of their fledges ; be- 

Tides which they build boats in common with the Norwegians 

(called Nordmands) who inhabit Finmark. Sawing-mills are but 

lately introduced amongft them, which will contribute greatly to 

the faving of wood : for whereas with the axe, which they be- 

ufed, they could only fplit a fcantling into two planks, they can 

now by the help of the faw divide it into feverah 

l 

SECTION 
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SECTION XIX. 

Of fome particular Cujloms among the Laplanders. 

TN this fedlion the reader will find feveral things mentioned, 

A which are not touched upon in any other part of this work. 

From the time of the ancient Saxons, or the beginning of the 

twelfth century, the Laplanders were known by the name of 

Skrit-Finni ; and from that period to the prefent have invariably 

obferved their original cuftoms and manners. 

It is ufual with them, as in the Eafl, never to wait on a fupe- 

rior without a prefent. If a Laplander has occafion to attend a 

magiflrate, or his clergyman, he brings with him either a cheefe, 

a hare, partridge, fea or river filh, a lamb, fome venifon, a rein¬ 

deer’s tongue, butter, a quantity of down feathers, or fomething 

of the like kind. In return for his prefent, he never goes back 

empty, but receives either fome tobacco, or a bottle of mead, a 

keg of beer, fome ginger and fpices, or, in fhort, whatever is at 

hand which may be fuppofed acceptable. The fame cuftom pre¬ 

vails amongfl the Mufcovites. 

The Laplanders formerly made ufe of a flick called prumjlave, 

by way of almanack, on which were marked the feveral feflivals 

and principal days of the year. 

Vol. II. O O The 
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The midwife’s office, throughout Lapland, is generally per¬ 

formed by the hufband. 

The paflor, or parfon of the place, is for the moff part god¬ 

father to all the children of his parifh ; befides which, he does 

the duties of parifh fchoolmafter and churchwarden. 

When occafion requires the whole family to leave the tent, if 

there happen to be a child too young to follow the reft, it is put 

into a cheft, and tied with a cord, that it may do itfelf no mif- 

chief by fire, or otherwife: or, if the child be above three years 

old, it is faftened with a ftrap by the foot, to a ftake driven into 

the ground in fome convenient part of the hut or tent. 

When the Laplanders meet, they embrace each other, crying 

out buurift ! which is as much as to fay, God fave you ! 

The women fhave the heads of their children quite clofe ; and 

contrary to the practice of the ladies in all other countries, to 

ufe the miftionary’s expreflion, klippe de lyjke med en kniv: which 

words, though very much approaching the Englifh language, will 

be perhaps unintelligible, unlefs I tranflate them ; for doing which 

I hope I fhall be pardoned by the reader. The meaning of the 

miftionary’s expreflion is, that the good women of Lapland cut 

their children s lice with a knife and kill them. 

As a remedy for pains in the limbs, they put a couple of liga¬ 

tures about the part, and to the fpace betwixt them apply a burn¬ 

ing firebrand, which they affirm never fails of giving relief. 

No horfes are employed in Weft Fin mark, the labour every¬ 

where elfe performed by thofe ufeful animals, being there done by 

men. 
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men. In this refpeCl the mountain Laplanders are better accom¬ 

modated, as they ufe their rein-deer for that purpofe. Since agri¬ 

culture is not attended to, except on fome few fpots near the river 

Alten, the Laplanders confume by fire all the dung collected from 

their cows, Iheep, and goats. 

Thofe who by traffic have acquired wealth, have a cuftom of 

burying their money in the earth ; and this they do fo fecretly 

and effectually, that their heirs or fuccefiors rarely find it. That 

they ffiould preferve it thus whiHl they live, is not furprizing, be- 

caufe they have no iron chefts, or other fecurity againfl: thieves ; 

but that they ffiould conceal it from their pofterity is a matter, our 

miffionary confefles, he is not able to account for. He heard of a 

rich man, who, on having the quellion put to him on his death¬ 

bed, why he had fo carefully concealed his money from his fa¬ 

mily ? replied, that he ffiould have occafion for it in the country 

whither he was going. 

In fome parts of Finmark the Laplanders make ufe of the hot 

bath, fprinkling their heads at the fame time with the hot w ater, 

through the medium of a bunch of rods. 

O o 2 SECTION 
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• V >* • V';" 1'"1 *• l- i. v .V ' J .1 y fL.L .1'/ 

SECTION XX. 

O/’ Lapla7id Courtjhip and Marriages. 

TT rarely happens that the natives of Norway intermarry with 

the Laplanders. The miffionary Leems obferves, that he never 

knew an inftance of the kind during his long acquaintance with 

Lapland. 

When a Laplander has an inclination to marry a young female 

of his nation, he communicates his wiffi to his own family, who 

then repair in a body to the’dwelling of the parents of the girl, 

taking with them a quantity of brandy to drink upon the oc- 

cafion, and a flight prefent for the young woman ; for inftance, 

a girdle ornamented with filver, a ring, or fomething of the like 

kind. When they come to the door of the hut in which fhe 

lives, the principal fpokefman enters firft, followed by the reft 

of the kindred, the fuitor waiting without until he fhall be in¬ 

vited to enter. As foon as they are come in, the orator fills out 

a bumper of brandy, which he offers to the girl’s father, who, if 

he accepts of it, fliews thereby that he approves of the match 

about to be moved for. The brandy is handed round, not only 

to 
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to the girl’s father and mother, and her friends affembled toge¬ 

ther, but likewife to the intended bride ; and in the courfe of this 

compotation leave is obtained for the young man to forward his 

fuit in his own perfon. The orator then in a fet fpeech makes a 

beginning ; and in this Rage of the courfhip the lover is himfelf 

introduced, but takes his feat at a diftance from the reft, placing 

himfelf near the door. The parents of the girl at length fignifying 

their full confent to the match, the fuitor offers the maiden the 

prefent he has brought with him, and at the fame time promifes 

wedding clothes to her father and mother. Matters being thus 

happily fettled, the company depart. The ceremonial, as it is here 

put down, is commonly obferved, in the whole, or in part, upon 

thefe occafions; indeed, it rarely happens that any of them are 

omitted. Should it be the cafe that the parents, after having 

thus given their confent, depart from their word ; it is an eftab- 

liflied law amongft the Laplanders, that all the expences in¬ 

curred muft be made good, even to the brandy drunk at the fir ft 

vifit. 

As foon as the parties are betrothed, the young man is allowed 

to vifit the intended bride; and on his way, to enjoy this happi- 

nefs, he fometimes recreates his mind with tinging fongs of his 

own compofition in her praife. Love never fails to make poets ; 

the Laplander’s poetry, indeed, furnifhes no fpecimens of elegant 

effufions ; he paints his love in the thoughts which firft prefent 

themfelves, and cares not much about feledion : the words he 

ufes relate to his paffton, and that is fuftlcient for his purpofe. 

Nor 
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Nor can it in truth be faid to be always the cafe, that he fings 

upon thefe occafions ; but whenever he is in the prefence of his 

beloved, though he fhould forbear to fing, he does not fail to offer 

to her whatever he thinks will be moil acceptable, whether 

brandy, tobacco, or any thing elfe. On the day of the nuptials 

the bride appears dreffed in her gala habit; with this difference, 

that whereas her head is commonly clofe covered at other times, 

upon this occafion her hair is left to flow loofe upon her fhoul- 

ders ; and flie wears a bandeau of different coloured fluffs, and 

fometimes a fillet. The marriage ceremony over, the nuptials 

are celebrated in a frugal manner and without fhow. Such of 

the guefls as are invited, and are of fufHcient ability to do it, 

make the bride a prefent of money, rein-deer, or fomething to¬ 

wards a flock. 

In fome parts of Lapland it is the cuflom, a few days after 

the marriage, for the relations and friends of the newly married 

couple, to meet and partake of an entertainment, which is but 

an homely one, as it confifls of meffes of foup, or broth, with a 

little roafl mutton, and fome metheglin ; which being all con- 

fumed, the guefls afterwards take their departure. Mufic and 

dancing are entirely unknown amongfl the Laplanders, on thefe 

or any other feflivities ; nor are they even acquainted with the 

ufe of any one mufical inflrument; and feem to be totally inca¬ 

pable of learning to fing in tune. 

The bridegroom generally remains with the parents of his bride 

during the fpace of one year after marriage, and at the expiration 

1 of 
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of that period he takes his departure, with a view of fettling him- 

felf in the world ; for this purpofe he receives from them what 

by their circumftances they are enabled to give him towards 

an eftablifhment, fuch as a few fheep, a kettle, with fome other 

articles, which, though of but little intrinfic value, are yet eflen- 

tially neceffary in the domeftic economy of the Laplander. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXL 

Of Sports and Amnfements. 

\ ' 

rT’^HE Laplanders do not obferve Chriflmas as a feflival; nor 

^ have they any fimilar days that they particularly diflinguifh. 

They know nothing, or very little, of playing at cards. They 

exercife themfelves in throwing at a mark with a javelin : the 

prizes in thefe games, for thofe who come nearefl the mark, are 

fometimes pieces of money, at other times tobacco, or fuch like 

articles. Befides this diverfion, they have another with a leathern 

ball fluffed hard, which is flruck in the air, and caught before it 

falls to the ground. 

A certain amufement called gaafe fpil, or the game of fox and 

geefe, is in great tequefl with them. This is played by two par¬ 

ties, on a board marked with fquare divifions for the purpofe ; one 

of the parties managing thirteen pegs, called geefe, about this la¬ 

byrinth ; and, as may be imagined, in the dexterity of purfuit and 

efcape confifls the fkill of the players. 

Leaping over a flick held in an horizontal pofition by two Lap¬ 

landers, is another diverfion with which they pafs their time. 
/ 

Sometimes two Laplanders, having each of them a flick in his 

hands, from the end of one a rope being extended to the other, 

will 
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will ftrive to difengage the ftick from each other's grafp ; and in 

this, perhaps, they are affifted on each fide by ail equal number of 

the by-ftanders: this occafions a fmart ftruggle, till at length the 

rope breaks, or the weak eft party gives way, which at once de¬ 

cides the conteft ; when the wager, for there generally is one de¬ 

pending on the event, is determined, the prize is aftigned to the 

viftor. Another exercife confifts in two of them fattening their 

hands in each other’s belt, ftriving to raife one another from the 

ground, and thus to give each other a fall. They are befides ex¬ 

pert wreftlers; and thefe kind of exercifes are found neceffary to 

keep their bodies warm, as well as to fill up their intervals of 

leifure, when they are upon a journey, during the lloppages re- 

quifite to be made to give their rein-deer an opportunity of bait¬ 

ing ; for which purpofe, as has already been obferved, thofe ani¬ 

mals mult dig up the fnow in queft of mofs, as it is not poffible 

to carry forage with them in their fledges. 

They are in general excellent markfmen ; and fome of them 

have been known to hit a fmall objecft with a bullet fired from 

their pieces, at a confidcrable diftance ; and that for a number of 

times repeatedly, without a fingle failure. 

P p VOL. II. SECTION 
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SECTION XXII. 

Of the Difeafes to which the Laplanders are fubjedi, and the Reme¬ 

dies they ufe—Of their Funerals. 

HP HE fmall-pox has at times proved very fatal in Lapland, but 

has not made its appearance there for many years. In ge¬ 

neral the Laplanders enjoy the beEfc poffible Rate of health, and 

excepting the head-ach, and a few flight diforders, may be faid to 

be free from difeafes. Inward complaints they pretend to cure by 

fwallowing the blood of the feal and rein-deer as warm as poffible. 

The tooth-ach they like wife relieve by drinking the feal’s blood : 

this is but a late remedy, for formerly they knew no other appli¬ 

cation than a fplinter from a tree Rruck with lightning, with 

which the difeafed tooth was to be touched. It is remarkable 

that the teeth of the Laplanders are often corroded by worms, 

and that in a manner unknown to the inhabitants of other cli¬ 

mates. 

Their method of cure for a difeafe of the eyes, called the pin and 

web, w7hich is an imperfect Rage of a cataradl, is fingular and cu¬ 

rious, and hence is recommended by the miffionary to the Daniffi 

faculty of phyficians : it is effeCted by the introduction of the pe- 

diculus humanus (common loufe) 'within the eyelids, which, by 

its 
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Its irritation upon the ball of the eye, they believe fufficient to 

mb off the membrane, and remove the caufe of the complaint. 

Chilblains may be fuppofed no unfrequent diforder with the 

younger part of the Laplanders; and this, as well as fpafms and 

contractions of the limbs, from the feverity of the cold, is relieved 

by an ointment which they extradf from the checfe made of rein¬ 

deer’s milk. They heal and foften flefli wounds with the unpre¬ 

pared gum which exudes from the fir-tree. Before they reduce a 

diflocated or fractured bone, which they do with bandages (am¬ 

putation of limbs being a practice of which they abhor even the 

idea), they fwallow, in a drink, a piece of filver, or even brafs, 

beaten into a powder; and they believe this potion to be of 

great efficacy in forwarding the cure. 

We have already mentioned the adtual cautery made ufe of by 

the Laplanders for pains in the hands and feet. This will bring 

to the recollection of our medical readers the moxa, which has 

formerly been tried as a remedy in fits of the gout. The moxa is 

a dry vegetable fubffance, brought from China and Japan, not un¬ 

like the common plant mugwort: it is applied to the fkin, and 

there fet on fire. What is ufed by the Laplanders for this pur- 

pofe is the boletus foment arms ^ Lin. Similar applications were in 

ufe during the age of Hippocrates, and even employed by the 

prince of phyficians himfelf. 

The finew of the fore legs of the rein-deer is applied as a re¬ 

medy for fprained ancles, or other ffrains of the legs, by binding 

it round the part aggrieved: but a particular reflriCtion is to be 

P p 2 obferved 
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obferved in this method of cure, namely, that the buck’s finews; 

only are to be applied to the legs of the female Laplander, and 

thofe of the doe to the male. 

Their funerals are conducted with little ceremony. The bodyy 

Rightly wrapped up in a coarfe cloth, is borne to the grave, at¬ 

tended by a fmall convoy of the family and friends of the de- 

ceafed ; for vvbofe entertainment a flight repaid is prepared, which 

affords nothing beyond the common fare, except a fmall portion 

of metheglin,. which is handed about to the company. It was an 

ancient cuftom with the Laplanders to bury thofe who excelled 

in fliooting with the bow, or with fire-arms, in the ground confe- 

crated to the rites performed in honour of their deities. The fe- 

pulchre is no other than an old fledge, which is turned bottom 

upwards over the fpot where the body lies buried. It was likewife 

ufual formerly to raife a heap of ftones over the dead body; but 

that practice is now laid afide, and the fledge is at prefent the 

only monument. Another circumftance prevailed amongfl the 

Laplanders before their entire converfion to Chrillianity, namely* 

that they placed an axe with a tinder-box by the fide of the corpfe* 

if that of a man ; and if a woman’s, her fciflars and needle ; fup- 

pofing thefe implements might be of ufe to them in the other 

world. They likewife put up a quantity of provifions with the 

dead body, and immediately after the burial of one of the family, 

they removed their habitation to another fpot. For the firfl: three 

years after the deceafe of a friend or relation, they were accuf- 

tomed, from time to time, to dig holes by the fide of the grave, 

. A 5 therein 
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therein to depoftt either a fmall quantity of tobacco, or fomething 

that the deceafed was fondeft of when living. They fuppofed 

the felicity of a future Rate to conftft in feafting, fmoking to¬ 

bacco, drinking brandy, and fimilar amufements ; and they be¬ 

lieved that thefe enjoyments were to be participated in the other 

world in a higher degree of perfe&ion than they were experienced 

in this. Such was their idea of the blifs to be found in the life 

to come, in which they believed their rein-deer, as well as the 

reft of the brute creation, were to be equal partakers. 

It is a rule with the Laplanders, on the birth of a child, to af- 

ftgn a female rein-deer, with all her future offspring, as a provifton 

when the boy or gijl fhall be grown up, which he or fhe becomes 

entitled to, however the eftate may be difpofed of at the deceafe 

of the parents. By this provifton, the child fometimes becomes 

the owner of a confiderable herd. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXIII. 

Of the Gods and Goddeffes which the Laplanders adored before the 

Introduction of Chrijiianity. 

A LTHQUGH the doctrines of chriRianity have been pro¬ 

mulgated fince the time of Charlemagne in Norway, the 

Laplanders cannot be faid to be chriftians of an older date than 

about a century. Before their full converjion, .fays Mr. Leems, by 

the miffionaries fent amongR them by the crown of Denmark, 

they were given to practices of the groffeR idolatry; and fo I have 

been credibly informed they are Rill, though they are at pains to 

conceal them from the miffionaries. 

There will be little difficulty in believing this, when it is con- 

fidered how much more ealy and natural it is for a people like 

the Laplanders, with circumfcribed conceptions, and in a Rate of 

perpetual flu&uation from place to place, to believe in corporeal 

and limited deities in preference to one fpiritual and omnipotent. 

That train of thinking which inevitably fuits itfelf to man’s con¬ 

dition, mufl render fuch ignorant people incapable of elevating 

their contemplation to the heavens, much lefs are their feeble ap- 

prehenfions capable of conceiving a pure fpirit and perfect intel¬ 

ligence : and further, when we reflect on the imperious influence 

of 
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of cuftom, and the incurability of prejudices, we fhall not be fur- 

prifed that the Laplanders fhould prefer the polytheifm of their 

anceftors even to the chriftian religion. 

The deities they worfhipped may be divided into four daffes. 

The firlT were fuper-celeftial: thefe were named Radien At-zhie, 

and Radien Kiedde. Then followed celeftial: thefe were called 

jBeiwe, Ailekes, and Ailekes-Olmak. Of the third clafs fome were 

fub-celeftial, and inhabitants of air. The chief of thefe was 

named Maderatja: this deity was fuppofed to keep the region of 

the air neareft the fun; others that inhabited the region below 

the fun, were denominated Maderakka and Horagalles ; thofe nearer 

the earth were diftinguifhed by the name of Sarakka and Jukf- 

Akka. The deities of this clafs were fo placed that they might 

be at hand to affift mankind when called upon. The gods of the 

fourth and laft clafs were fubterranean, and dwelt beneath the 

earth. Of thofe neareft the furface, were Saiwo, Saiwo-Olmak, 

Saiwo-GuelJa, and Jabme Akko. Such as occupied the infernal re¬ 

gions, which the Laplanders fuppofed to be in the very bowels of 

the earth, were called Rota, Fudno, Mubben, and Paha Fngel, 

Thefe infernal deities, Rota and the reft, though confidered as 

evil-difpofed towards mankind, were neverthelefs worfhipped by 

the people ; and poffibly for that very reafon, in order to depre¬ 

cate and avert their malice. 

Radien Atzhie, of the clafs of fuper-celeftials, was the chief di¬ 

vinity, or the Jupiter of the Lapland theology; he held dominion 

over all the reft, his name Radien implying fovereign power, and 

the 
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the addition of Atzhle, fignifying a fountain, becaufe he was the 

faring and fource from whence all the reft derived exiftence and 

power. Radien Kledde was faid to be his only fon : the father 

created nothing, but transferred the power of creation to the fon, 

to do with it what was proper. Thefe two deities had power 

over thofe of the fecond and third claffes, which, being all divini¬ 

ties difpofed to do good, were highly reverenced by the Lap¬ 

landers. Such notions concerning the fupreme divinity and his 

fon, have been attributed not unreafonably to their fuperficial and 

imperfedl acquaintance with the chriftian dodlrine. 

Beiwe reprefented the fun, the fountain of light and heat, 

through whofe bounty their rein-deer were fed. To this deity 

there could be no offering fo acceptable as flax. In allufion to 

this fuperftition of their pagan anceftors, a verfe is fung by the 

children in Norway at this day: 

Lova, lova lin, 

Gud ladt fola fkin l 

Let fun fine now. 

And fax we vow ! 

HoragaJles was the thunder. This was worflilpped as a god, 

becaufe, fenfible of its effects, they deprecated the wrath of Hora- 

galles, left he fhould kill their rein-deer or themfelves. 

Aileles, and Ailekes-Olmak, were two deities to whom the Fri¬ 

day and Saturday in every week were dedicated; but in this point 

there 
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there is a difference amongft Laplanders, Lome of them confe- 

crating the Friday to the Sarakka (the Lapland Venus), the Sa¬ 

turday to Radmi, and the Sunday to Ailekes, 

Maderakka was the protecting goddefs of the Lapland women, 

who invoked her upon all occafions peculiar to their fex. She 

was the Lapland Lucina, and had for her hufband Maderatja, 

who procreated all things, having that office confgned to him 

from Radien-Kiedde. Sarakka was the daughter of Maderakka, 

equally adored by the Lapland matrons with the goddefs her mo¬ 

ther ; and Jukf-Akka was another daughter. She had the care of 

the children, which were entrufted to her from the moment of 

their birth,, 

Saiwo and Saiwo-Oltnak were the gods of the mountains. Thefc 

were called upon in cafes of difficulty, and anfwered thofe who 

confulted them in dreams: they likewife helped the Laplander 

on his journeys, and guarded him from precipices or accidents by 

the way. Saiwo- Guelle was the Mercury of the Laplanders: he 

conducted the fouls to the ffiades below\ 

The part of the earth wherzJabme-Akko dwelt, was called Jabme- 

Atkko-AVmo, or the regions of Jabme-Aikko, or death. In thofe 

regions the fouls of the departed, furnilhed with new bodies in lieu 

of thofe lying in the grave, were in poffefflon of every enjoyment 

and dignity which they held on earth, but in a more exalted de¬ 

gree. 

Rota was the Lapland Pluto. After him the infernal regions 

were named Rota Abimo. To thefe the fouls of bad men were 

VoL. JI. Q q banilhed, 
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baniflied, and here they remained without thofe hopes held out 

to the fojourners in the Jabme-Abimo, juft mentioned, of one day 

enjoying the fight of Radien, and dwelling with him evermore in 

the manfions of blifs. To Rota the Laplanders made application 

as their lafl refort, when their Replications appeared not to have 

been attended to by the other divinities. They moreover be¬ 

lieved that all difeafes with which men or beaRs were afflicted, 

originated wTith Rota, and that, as he was equal in power with 

the other gods, no relief could be expeCted unlefs this malignant 

deity was inclined to become propitious. 

Thus we obferve among this people, what I believe may be 

found in every early Rage of fociety, the acknowledgment of fe- 

veral limited and imperfeCt deities. Little reflection feems necef- 

fary to convince us that polytheifm muft have been the molt an¬ 

cient religion among mankind. What religion fo natural to con¬ 

fined and obfcure minds, as that which afcribes particular caufes 

for health and ficknefs, plenty and want, profperity and adverfity ? 

They moft eafily fuppofe that florms and tempefls, peftilence and 

famine come from malignant powers; profperous aflairs from the 

contrary. To them good and ill appear univerfally intermingled 

and confounded; happinefs and mifery, wickednefs and benevo¬ 

lence, all advantages attended with difadvantages. 

In fuch a flage of fociety, no paflions but the ordinary affec¬ 

tions of human life can operate. We may as well fuppofe that 

the Laplanders inhabited houfes and palaces before caves and huts, 

as that they fliould have had a belief in that perfeCl Being, who 

has 
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has bellowed order on the whole frame of nature, rather than in 

deities retaining human paffions and appetites, together with cor¬ 

poreal limbs and organs. The evident order of the univerfe, the 

proper adjuflment of all things, the defign prevalent throughout 

the whole, are totally unknown to them, and objects about which 

they are quite regardlefs. This general plan, to their limited con¬ 

ceptions, is full of contrariety, and appears to be a conflant com¬ 

bat of oppofite powers. To-day, profperity; to-morrow, adverlity ; 

naturally beget notions of protection and punifhment; of bene¬ 

volent and malignant deities. 

Even when we have found an infant people believing in one 

fupreme God, yet have they not diveiled themfelves of an opi¬ 

nion, that all nature was full of other invifible powers ; and the 

vulgar of all nations have fuch grofs notions of the Deity, fuppofe 

him fo flexible by prayers and entreaties, attribute to him fo 

much caprice, abfurdity, and even enormity, as render him in¬ 

finitely below what we aferibe to a man of fenfe and virtue. 

One general remark may, I believe, be made of polytheifm ; 

that it has little tendency to influence its votaries with apprehen- 

fions, terrors, or intolerance. The gloom and darknefs which 

almofl inceffantly hang over Lapland, has not communicated to 

the religion of its inhabitants either that morofenefs or dejeCtion, 

which too much pervaded the perverfion of our moll holy fyflem 

of divine faith and worfhip during the dark ages. Though the 

Laplanders wTere habituated to facrifices, yet they appear not to 

Q q 2 have 
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have been fubje& to rigid ceremonies, or fevere mortifications; 

though weaknefs and ignorance were prevalent, yet we find little 

fear or melancholy. 

Where focieties are not operated upon by the terrors of fuper- 

flition, there feems little probability that their natural religion 

will be much tindlured with thofe frightful apprehenfions of 

eternal punifhments, which are repugnant to humanity and com¬ 

mon fenfe. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXIV. 

Of the Sacrifices offered by the Laplanders to their Deities. 

7ITH refpeft to the deities, of which the attributes and 

Y T names are contained in the preceding fedtion, as well as 

the rites and ceremonies obferved in their worfhip, the miffionary 

Leems remarks, that he found the Laplanders to vary in different 

parts, and on that account has contented himfelf with fetting 

down what he was able to afcertain from his own perfonal obfer- 
A 

vation, or could derive from the beft information. Of his com¬ 

munications upon thefe fubjedts, we hare endeavoured to give our 

readers a fhort abftradt The whole may ferve to eftablifh a truth, 

that man unenlightened by the truths of a divine revelation, is led 

to pay his adoration to fenfible objedts, either as they promote his 

happinefs or interrupt his quiet. Thus the fun, thunder, moun¬ 

tains, lakes, the changes of the feafons, &c. become deities which 

he ttrives to propitiate by fuch ceremonies as he fuppofes in the 

fimplicity of his mind are moft likely to anfwer that purpofe ; 

which ceremonies, as he is wholly intent upon the end he pro- 

pofes to himfelf to attain by means of them, appear to him very 

ferious and important. 

Rein-deer, ffieep, and now and then a feal, were the animals 

chiefly 
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chiefly offered by the Laplanders to their gods. Libations fome- 

times were made with milk and whey; and occafionally they alfo 

made offerings of cheefe. 

The ceremonies ufed by them in the performance of this wor- 

fhip, were manifold and various, and all thought to be indifpen- 

fably neceffary. When they facrificed an animal, fometimes the 

whole was offered up ; at other times only a particular part. It 

alfo fometimes happened, that the animal was flain and the whole 

eaten by themfelves, in which cafe the bones were made an offer¬ 

ing to the deity of the place, and were left on the Ipot that the 

deity might clothe them with flefh, and reftore life to the vidlim. 

Staves were fprinkled with the blood of the vi&im, and left on 

the fpot; and if the place of facrifice was near a lake or river, the 

blood was mingled with its waters. 

When they had chanced to take a bear, it was partly dreffed 

and eaten, and the liver referved and confecrated as a burnt-of¬ 

fering. 

To conciliate the favour of their deities for their children, pre- 

Lents were made to the gods of different kinds. Whilft the infant 

was yet unborn, they facrified a fheep or deer ; in the moment of 

its birth a dog was deftroyed in honour of the deity, by burying it 

alive ; and when the child was at the bread;, fome other animal 

was killed for the fame purpofe. 

Libations of brandy were made to the /ares or houfehold gods, 

whofe abode was fuppofed to be under the fire place. The beift- 

ings of a cow, if flowing from the firfi: time of her calving, was 

offered, 
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offered, by pouring it on the ground within the part of the tent 

where their cattle were folded. On any change of habitation, an 

offering was made of milk to conciliate the favour of the deity 

who was the guardian of the place. 

They alfo had recourfe to facrifices upon occafion of any epi¬ 

demic diforder difcovering itfelf among them, or any diflemper 

breaking out amongft their cattle. Such offerings were ufually 

made when they went upon hunting or fifhing parties, or on their 

return from them if fuccefsful. Horns, and other parts of the 

rein-deer are found in places, fuppofed to have been depofited 

there by the Laplanders who have experienced good fortune in the 

chace, as offerings to the deity of the place. 

Several mountains and a number of rocks were efteemed by 

the Laplanders as facred, and held in great veneration. They are 

diftinguiflied by the general name ofpajje-warcl, which means holy 

places, and were formerly places of facrifice and religious worfhip. 

It is to be obferved, that thefe rocks and mountains were remark¬ 

able for the Angularity of their fhape, height, or figure, and con- 

fequently excited ideas of awe and reverence in the minds of a 

fimple uninformed people, inhabiting a country vifited but for a 

fhort feafon by the chearful rays of the fun, and buried during 

the greateft part of the year in fnow, with little other light than 

what they derived from the pale beams of the moon, or the 

brighter corrufcations of an aurora borealis. 

Two of thefe mountains are known at this day by the appella¬ 

tion of the greater and the leffer Finns-forke, given them by the 

2 inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Norway ; names apparently derived from the fuper- 

ftitious practices of the ancient inhabitants of the country ; though 

from the difficulty of afcent thefe mountains would feem to be 

inconvenient for the purpofes of a place of worfhip. There could 

be, therefore, no other inducement for making them the feat of 

their devotions, than the religious horror which they impreffed on 

the minds of a weak, fuperftitious people. 

The veneration for thefe pajfe-warck has not yet entirely dis¬ 

appeared : fome Laplanders vifit them yearly in their beft clothes, 

and though they offer no frefli facrifices, they are careful to leave 

the bones of former offerings untouched. On no account will 

they pitch their tents in the neighbourhood of thefe facred fpots, 

left they fliould difturb the deities w ith the cries of their children, 

or other noifes. When they pafs them, they condudl themfelves 

with the utmoft reverence : they would not attack a fox, a bear, 

or any other animal, near thefe places ; and if a woman be in 

their company, flie is under tire neceffity of turning her head 

afide, and covering her face with her hands. 

The ordinary feafon with the Laplanders for offering up facri¬ 

fices, was about the clofe of the autumn, when they were killing 

their fat cattle for the winter’s ftore.; befides thefe, they fhowed 

their devotion upon extraordinary .occafions, and as neceffity re¬ 

quired. 

No woman was allowed to have any concern in the preparation 

Gr folemnization of thefe facrifices; they were exclufively per¬ 

formed by a privileged clafs of men amongft the Laplanders, 

called 
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called Noaaids. In this office of facrificing they difcovered great 

dexterity, and on that account were diftinguifhed by the Danifh 

name of blodmander, or men of blood. They knew how to fepa- 

rate and divide the different parts of the animal, according to the 

nature of the facrifice, and the deity it was intended for. Upon 

thefe occafions they conftantly wore a particular habit. 

Thofe adts of worfhip, occafioning a great reduction of their 

ftock of cattle, often brought the Laplanders to a fituation of 

mifery and want: as the mountain Laplanders, when attacked 

by the fmall-pox or the mealies, with difficulty got over thefe 

diforders, owing to the pores of their fkins being rendered imper¬ 

vious by the dirt and fmoke in which they lived, they made 

numerous facrifices of rein-deer during their illncfs, fometimes to 

the number of twelve rein-deer to one perfon. Now thefe people, 

obferving that the converts to chriflianity appeared to rid them- 

felves of all complaints, by merely figning themfelves with a crofs, 

were eafily difpofed to adopt that religion. But as the God of the 

chriftians feemed to them only to have provided for their happi- 

nefs hereafter; and was, moreover, too mild and gracious to affii<fl 

them with difeafes, they {fill confidered it to be their intereft, 

occafionally to continue their facrifices to the gods of their fore¬ 

fathers, in order to relieve themfelves from ficknefs and the evils 

of this prefent Rate ; and herein they feem to have refembled the 

Samaritans mentioned in the New Teftament, who worfhipped 

the God of Ifrael, and the idols of the Gentiles at the fame time. 

This in fome meafure accounts for the Laplanders being only fully 

Vox.. IL B r converted 
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converted to Chriftianity fo lately : for it is certain that the truths 

of this religion had been preached amongft them as early as the 

middle of the ninth century, there being Rill extant a refeript of 

the Emperor Ludovicus Pius, who lived at that time, for this 

purpofe, wherein the Laplanders are exprefsly mentioned by the 

name of Skrit Finni. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXV. 

> 

Of the Magic Art pr act fed hy the Laplanders : Runic Drum, 

Ganic Flies, Juoige, and Noaaid. 

^TT^HE magic art is faid to have been introduced in the North 

by Odin, who brought it with him from the Eaft, and in¬ 

truded the Finni; which people becoming great proficients in 

the art of direding the agency of fpirits, obtained the name in 

thefe countries of Finne-kunjl, that is to fay, the fcience of the 

Fins. The early chronicles of Norway record the extraordinary 

feats of magic performed by their kings Haldan and Gunner; 

how that the firft caufed a banquet to vanifh from before his 

guefls, and that the laft, by his invifible agents, procured fuch in- 

telligence of the fecret pradices of his enemies, as to enable him 

to fruftrate all their defigns. They make mention like wife of 

Eric Windus, a king of Sweden, who could change the wind 

with a turn of his hat; and of Siwald, another Swedifh monarch, 

who had feven fons all equally fkilful in the arts of magic. 

It is unneceflary to mention the great knowledge which the 

female fex have attained to in this fcience: there is fcarcely a 

perfon who has not heard of Lapland witches. A forcerefs pro¬ 

duced a number of infernal fpirits before Hadin, a king of Nor- 

Rr 2 way. 
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way, and another named Kraka prepared a mefs of pottage of 

fuch admirable virtue, that it would have rendered his fon Rollo 

wife and eloquent, if, unfortunately for him, it had not been in¬ 

tercepted and eaten up by his younger brother Eric, who thereby 

obtained the benefit defigned for his elder brother, and afterwards 

got the crown for himfelf. In fliort, there would be no end of 

reciting the various flories which ancient writers have left of the 

magicians, male as well as female, in pad: times. Mr. Leems 

therefore confines his narrative to the prefent Rate of the magic 

art in Lapland. 

The vifible inftrument of magic, as now praftifed in Lapland-, 

is the runic drum ; and the invifible agents employed in this are 

called game flies. The miffionary ffiews the ufe made of each of 

thefe, and gives fomc account of the Noaa'id, or regular bred ma¬ 

gician, together with the juoige, or fong of incantation ufed by 

him, and the method he takes to reftore loft property to its right 

owner. 

The runic drum, which may be confidered as a compendium 

of Lapland paganifm, has the appearance of the head of a com¬ 

mon drum, the wooden frame of which is hung round with brafs 

rings fo clofe together, that they ftrike and rattle upon, the leaft 

touch of the inftrument. Upon the fkin which is ftretched over 

the drum certain characters are painted, reprefenting the Radien, 

or Lapland Jupiter, with the reft of the deities, of whom an ac¬ 

count is given in a preceding feCtion, befides other myftical figures 

of animals, &c. to the number of forty-five fymbols. On fome 

0 drums 
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drums more have been counted ; the Noaaids, or magicians, not 

perfectly agreeing in this refpedt in different parts of Lapland : 

they, however, all coincide in the principal or leading deities. The 

runic drums are of the more value as they are of greater antiquity ; 

and if they can be proved to have been delivered from father to 

fbn, in a long line of fucceeding magicians, they are confidcred 

above all price: they are preferved with great care and fecrecy, 

and are hidden from fight, except at the time they are ufed. A 

woman, dares not to approach the place where one of thefe drums 

lies concealed, much lefs durfl flie prefume to touch it. 

Before a Laplander fets out upon a journey, or undertakes any 

matter of moment,, he confults his drum, which he does in the 

following manner. He places a ring, which is ufed for this pur- 

pofe only, upon the drum, and then ftriking upon it a fmart 

flroke with a fmall hammer made from a deer’s horn, the ring is 

fliaken or driven over the furface from fide to fide, which, as it 

touches certain figures of good or bad omen, he conceives the 

better or worfe opinion of his fuccefsin what he is about to under- 

take. As, for example,, if the ring move according to the courfe 

of the fun, he pronounces that he fhall fucceed ; if contrarily to 

the fun’s courfe, that he fhall fail in his enterprize, whatever it 

be, of hunting, fifhing, or the like. In the fame manner he judges 

of every event upon which he is difpofed to confult this oracle. 

Families in general poffefs fuch a drum, to which they refer 

for advice in the retirement of their habitation, confidering it as 

their guide and director upon common occafions ; but in matters 

of 
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of greater moment, fuch as ficknefs, a mortality among# the 

cattle, or the like, they apply to privileged foothfayers or magi¬ 

cians : thefe are called in the Lapland tongue Noaa/ds, and are re¬ 

gularly educated in the art. Thefe men are completely initiated 

by frequent interviews with the fpirits in Jabme-amo; befides 

which, they pretend to be in poffeffion of runic drums which 

have defeended to them from anceftors famous in remote times 

for their fkill in divination. The Noaaid obferves much the fame 

method with that already deferibed, except that he makes ufe of 

fome previous ceremonies with a number of very frightful grimaces 

and contortions, in which he is helped out by the immoderate quan¬ 

tity he takes of brandy and tobacco during his operation. By the 

effect of thefe aids to infpiration, he at length becomes fo intoxi¬ 

cated, that he falls into a deep fleep, which the {landers by fup- 

pofe to be a trance. When he awakes he pretends that his foul 

has been conveyed away to fome pajfe-warck, or hoi}- mountain, 

w'hich he mentions by name, and attempts to reveal his interwiew 

and difeourfe with the deities. At the fame time he names a 

facrifice which mu# be offered on a certain day, confifting, for the 

mo# part, of a well fed rein-deer; and this being complied with, 

he encourages the hopes that the deity who is concerned will prove 

favourable. The Ncaaid’s injunction never fails to be obeyed; 

and if the facrifice of a valuable rein-deer be not fucceeded by the 

goods effeCts which are hoped for from it, the fimple Laplander 

(like thofe poor unhappy people who run for a cure from one doc¬ 

tor to another, until they have expended the la# farthing of their 

money) 
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money) has recourfe to another Noaaid, and another. Now, as 

every confultation is followed by a fat facrifice, at which the glut¬ 

tonous foothfayer prefides as butcher and principal gueft, it hap¬ 

pens that the poor Laplander finds himfelf fuddenly reduced to 

want, his flock of cattle being wafted in riotous fcenes of fuper- 

ftitious infatuation. 

The game JUes are evil fpirits entirely under the direction of the 

Noaaid, and ready at all times to execute his orders: they have 

been delivered over to him by the Noaaid his father, who received 

them from his, and fo on through a long feries of magicians. 

Thefe gallic flies are invifible to all but the magician, who keeps 

them fliut up in a box until he has occafion for their fervices. 

The juo/ge, or fong of incantation, is ufed by the Noaaid whilft 

in the exercife of his magical function. To fay it is fung, is to 

give an imperfedl idea of the magician’s manner of delivering it, 

which he does in the moft hideous kind of yelling that can be 

conceived. It is alfo frequently employed by thofe who are not 

profeffed magicians; for the juoige is fuppofed to have the power 

to drive away the wolf, and is confidercd as a protection for the 

herd. Indeed, if the wTolf be within hearing when they fing it, 

it is no wonder that he fliould be frighted away by the noife. 

The words of this fong are very fimple ; we here prefent them to 

the reader, accompanied with an exadt tranflation : 

Kumpi don ednak vahag lek dakkani 

Ik fhjat kalka dam packeft orrot 

Mutto 
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Mutto daft erit daakkaa 

Mailme khetzhjai mannat, 

la don kallcak dai 

Pazhjatallah, dacheke jetzhja lakai hsewanet. 

Accurfed wolf! far hence away! 

Make in thefe woods no longer ftay: 

Fly hence ! and feek earth’s utmoft bounds, 

Or perifli by the hunter’s wounds. 

The method taken by the Noaaid to recover Rolen goods is no 

more than this. He comes into the tent where he has reafon to 

fufpedt the thief is to be found, and pouring a quantity of brandy 

into a dilh, which then reflects the features of any perfon looking 

into it, he makes a number of grimaces over it, and appears to 

confider it with very great attention. After fome length of time 

employed in this way, he takes the fufpe<fted Laplander afide, 

charges him with the fa<ft, declares that he faw his face plainly 

figured to him in the dilh, and threatens to let loofe a fwarm of 

ganic flies upon him, who lhall torment him until he makes ref- 

titution. Thus does the magician work upon the fears and ap- 

prehenfions of the fufpe&ed perfon, who, if he be the real thief, 

never fails to replace whatever he has Rolen with the fame fecrecy 

as he took it away. 

The egregious folly of believing that certain perfons were en¬ 

dowed with fupernatural power, and that they were aftifted by 

invifible fpirits, was univerfal foon after the eftablifhment of 

Chriftianity, 



CONCERNING LAPLAND. 3*3 

Chriftianity, and began not to be generally difcredited till the 

fixteenth century. In England we even find witchcraft fupported 

by royal authority : by James I. countenanced by the great Lord 

Bacon. The belief in fpirits, not lefs abfurd, even the vigor¬ 

ous mind of Dr. Johnfon was not exempt from. But thefe ridi¬ 

culous, mifchievous, and cruel delufions, are happily banifhed 

almofi: from the habitations of the moft ignorant, and we already 

begin to wonder at the credulity of our anceftors. 

S s Vol. II. SECTION 
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SECTION XXVI. 

Of the firong Attachment of the Laplanders to their native 

Country. 

HP HE miffionary Lcems, on a review of the Rate and condition 

of the Laplanders, acknowledges, that their lituation is in- 

expreffibly hard and full of trouble : yet he obferves that being 

enured to this kind of life from their early years, their attachment 

to their native country is greater than that of nations who live in 

the enjoyment of every convenience and comfort; in proof of 

which, he gives an account of a commiffion which he received in 

a perfonal interview from his Daniffi Majefty, Chriftian VI. to 

lend a young Laplander to his court at Copenhagen, and the ex¬ 

treme difficulty he found in executing it. This interview being 

fo important a paffage in the miffionary’s own life, he relates it 

with great circumftantiality. It was an intereffing period ; for 

the time of his being prefented to his majefty very nearly coincided 

with that of his taking unto himfelf a wife. 

In the beginning of July 1733, he had gone to Aalfund in the 

province of Sund-Moeria Aletha-Rubergia : it was juft three weeks 

after his marriage, when he was prefented to the king by Admiral 

Rofenpalm. His majefty, who had received a very favourable 

account 
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account of his labours, took clown his name in his memorandum 

book, and gave him a promife of future preferment in the church, 

which, in December, next year, he faithfully fulfilled, by promot¬ 

ing him, after being ten years a mififionary in Lapland, to the rec- 

torfhip of the vacant parifii of Augwaldfnefs, in the diocele of 

Chriftianfand. 

The king, in his progrefs through Norway, in the fiummer of 

3/33, was detained for fome time in the harbour of Aalfund by 

flrefis of weather. He fent for Mr. Leems, and put a number of 

queftions to him concerning the Rate of the Laplanders, the com¬ 

merce of Finmark, the fuccefs of the chriftian million in thofe 

parts, and other matters: to which queftions the miffionary re¬ 

plied according to the beft of his ability and information, with all 

due reverence to his majefty’s perfon. At laft the king gave him 

a commiffion to get fome young man among the Laplanders, and 

to fend him to Copenhagen to him as foon as poffible. 

But who, fays the miflionary, could believe it poffible that there 

fihould be any one who wTould rejcdl an offer that promifed fo de¬ 

finable and fiplendid a condition of life ? Yet this was really the 

cafe. Application w7as made to numbers of individuals among 

the Lapland youth to go to court, where they would be kindly 

received and taken care of by the king—but in vain. At length, 

however, a young man, called Peter Nicolas Korfnaes, wras pre¬ 

vailed on to fuft'er himfelf to be taken on board of fillip to Copen¬ 

hagen, though not without very great difficulty. This Nicolas 

had nothing remarkable to recommend him, either in his ftaturc 

S s 2 or 
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or figure. There were feveral youths of more advantageous ap¬ 

pearance whom the miffionary wifhed very much to have fent to 

court in preference to Nicolas Korfnaes: but they were not to 

be induced to quit Lapland by any argument or promife. There 

was particularly one of the bay of Alten, of uncommon feature as 

well as comelinefs for a Laplander, whom the miffionary preffed 

very much to go to the king, and his importunities and promife 

of the royal protection and favour would, he fays, have fucceeded, 

but for the intervention of the young man’s mother. This wo¬ 

man, who was then in a Rate of pregnancy, came to the miffion¬ 

ary and told him, that the curfe of God, as well as her’s, would 

light on his head, if he fhould tear from her her dear and only 

fon, and if any accident fhould happen to her, whofe time of de¬ 

livery drew nigh, in confequence of the grief and forrow fhe muft 

fuffer from that a6t of his. The miffionary after this defifted from 

all farther perfuafion. 

When the young Laplander arrived at Copenhagen, he wras 

treated with all poffible attention and kindnefs, being handfomely 

dreffed, and well entertained; all which things Mr. Leems de- 

fcribes minutely: but in the autumn he was taken ill, and lan- 

guifhed till the end of the year, when he died. The miffionary 

does not hefitate to afcribe his death to the fudden change of air 

and manner of living, and quotes the maxim, that “ all fudden 

“ changes are dangerous.” The body of the youth was interred 

in.a very folemn and honourable manner, and the fine clothes in 

which he had been attired by his majefty, were fent for fome fmall 

confolation to his forrowTful parents. 
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At the fame time that Nicolas was fent to Copenhagen, another 

Lapland boy, called Peter Jonas, who lived as a domeftic with 

Mr. Leems, was induced, by the promife of many good things, 

and not lefs, it may be prefumed, by the example of the youth 

who allowed himfelf to be taken to Copenhagen, to go with Ad¬ 

miral Rofenpalm, with the intention of becoming one of his fea- 

men. As the lad did not want capacity, the admiral had him 

inftrudled in writing and arithmetic, and fent him on board a 

Danifh Eaft Indiaman, that he might learn the art of navigation. 

He made one voyage to India, but died foon after his return to 

Copenhagen. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXVII. 

Some Obfervations relative to the Climate and Natural Hi/lory of 

Lapland. 

^ipHE materials which I have collected on the fubje<5t of Lap- 

land, are fo numerous and of fo various a nature, that I 

might have confiderably increafed the bulk of this work if I had 

chofen to incorporate in it every thing I poffefs. But I fliould 

perhaps have abufed the patience of the reader, if I had extended 

my remarks any farther than I have already done. I think it, 

therefore, better to keep back what remains, and to produce it at 

fome future period, if a fufficient degree of approbation encourage 

me to fuch an undertaking. I cannot, however, at prefent take 

my leave without communicating the following table, as an au¬ 

thentic piece of information, which may afford fome light refpecd:- 

ing the climate of thofe northern diftridts, through which I have 

carried the reader in the foregoing pages. The place to which it 

refers is Utsjocki, upon the river Tana, in Lappmark, fituated under 

69 degrees 53 minutes north latitude; and perhaps no obferva- 

tions of the kind have ever been made farther to the northward. 

.This table was given me by Mr. Julin, who had fuggefted the 

idea of making fimilar remarks to the Rev. Mr. Caftrein (brother 

of 8 
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of the Caftrein of Kemi, whom wre have mentioned before) ; and 

the latter gentleman, being fond of natural hiftory, and acquainted 

with its principles, wras wrell able to fatisfy the curiofity of Mr. 

Julin. 

Obfervattons made in the Parijh of UtsjocU, in Lappmarh, 69 ° 53' 

North Latitude, in the Years 1 795 and 1797, 

By Samuel Castrein : 

Collected and arranged by J. Julin, of Uleaborg. 

1. Meteorological Obfervations. 

The fun’s half dilk feen above the horizon 

Firft rain fell —■ — 

The ice difappeared on the river Tana 

The lakes were free from ice — 

Night-frofta began — — 

The rivers froze —- — 

The lakes froze — —• 

The ground covered with fnow *—- 

The fun under the horizon — 

1795. 1797. 

Jan. 21. Jan. 21. 

Apr. 30. May 5. 

June 3. June 5. 

—- June 28, 

— July 1 5, 

Oct. 12. Oct. 18. 

Oct. 20. Oct. 25. 

— Nov. 3. 

Nov. 20. Nov. 18, 

2. Calendarium Fannie Utsjohenjis. 

The following birds arrived: 1795. 

Emberiza nivalis — ■— Apr. 4. 

Falco chryfaetos — — —• Apr. 4. 

1797. 

Apr. 11 . 

Apr. 11. 

Anas 
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1705. 1797. 

Anas cygnus — ■— Apr. 11. Apr. 4. 

Motacilla alba — — — May (3. May 9. 

Mergus mcrganfor — •—■ May 6. May 10. 

Anas elangula -— — May 6. May 11. 

Corvus corn lx — — —* May 18. 

Colymbus ardticus — — May 20. May 24. 

Fringilla caslebs — — May 25. 

Motacilla flava — — May 20. June 3. 

Alca Alee ______ May 29. May 30. 

Scolopax glottis ■—■ — May 29. June 4. 

Cuculus canorus, lings ■— — May 30. June 2. 

Sterna hirundo — — June 2. June 0. 

Hirundines •— — — June 2. June 0. 

3. Calendctrium Floret Utsjokenfis. 

The following plants flowered : 1795. 1797. 

Draba Alpina -—• -— June 23. June 17. 

Rubus chamaemorus, et ardticus — June 24. _ 

Arbutus uva urfi, et Alpina -— June 25: June 17. 

Caltha paluftris ^ 

Cornus fuecicas 3 
June 30. June 28. 

Trollius Europasus •— -— July 4. •- 

Viola biflora —« —- — July 0. — 

Aftragalus Alpina — •— July 6. June 29. 

Alfine 
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1795. 1797. 

Alfine media ^ 

Andromeda caerulea 3 
July ] 0. July 9. 

Pedicularis Lapponicus —- July 10. 

Y^seinia omnia Suec. — —— July 15. July 7. 

Polygonum viviparum — — July 11. July 8. 

Rumex acetofella, et digynus -— July 11. July 7* 

Diapenda Lapponica — — July 11. July 10, 

Ranunculus acris ^ 

Sedum paluftre 3 
July 12. July 12. 

Stellaria graminea ^ 

Leontodon Taraxacum 3 
July 14. July 13. 

Myofotis fcorpioides •> 

Prunus Padus 3 
July 20. July 1 7. 

Saxifraga ftellaris —■ -— 

Anthericum calyculatum —- 
| July 23. July 17. 

Lychnis Alpina 

Polemonium caeruleum 3 
July 27. July 13. 

Geranium lylvaticum, et Alpinum — 

Geranium lylvaticum, et pratenfe — 
| July 28. July 20. 

Menyanthes trifoliata *— .—. " July 29. July 25. 

Paris quadrifolia ^ 

Campanula rotundifolia 5 
July 30. July 18. 

Galium uliginofum, et boreale —. Aug. (5. Aug. 5. 

Sorbus aucuparia ^ 

Rhinanthus crida galli 5 
Aug. 7. Aug. 16. 

Vol. II. T t 
Parnaffia 
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Parnaffia paluftris 

1/95. 

Euphrafia officinalis 3 
Aug. 22. 

Leontodon autumnale — —~ Aug. 22. 

Erica vulgaris — Sept. 16. 

The birch (betula alba) ffieds its leaves Sept. 2Q. 

1/9/. 

Aug. 20. 

Sept. io. 

Sept. 25o 

APPENDIX. 
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CONTAINING, 

I. Specimens of Finland and Lapland Mujic. 

II. A Diary of the Author s Journey from Stockholm to Uleaborg 

thence to the North Cape : and back again. 
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Runa of the Finlanders. 
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Andante 

i - ni vef - ter - e - _ ki. 

P 
Variation. 

J^I=r^|'J JI 
J3J3J1 n 

£ FP3 
( aj Having* heard this Melody different ways ? I here give the 

"Variations as I heard them. v 

N.B.I am indebted to Mr Schwenke,Mnfic Matter of Ham¬ 

burgh , for the Bafs of all the following* Tunes, feme of which 

are very ingenionfly and fcientifically fet. 

Vol.II. Ss 
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Variation. 
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Allegro Vivace 

V C£=t 

327 

fefcr=J=J 
' g 
ri n r~i i J 

I 1X“ 

^5 m 
m i j 

-r^r- ir 

(aj This is the tune of a Dance of Finlanders played upon 

the Harpu; in fuch. a limited compafs of Notes,it is inter - 

efting* to fee htrw they can vary their Tunes. 

/ 



328 
This is the Tune of a S ong of a Finlandish Peafant Girl, 

who fung at our particular request at Uleaborg. 

■ rm-i i H—1—1-r 1- i—~ m —3 i J 1 J V—F/'S ^ t J V r 9 'M 3 ii* 
-V / —• —tt 3-#■ ■ 

1 ^ b 1 1 111 
r Andante 

4* J 4 4 4  
z-1 1 1 "• • | ■ * . 

r- #J«TTr-r’* i-w- p-a- L " 'im 1* 
[_iy \_ -r- W-F-F-F 

■■ 1 1 =* tE--±: 



Finlanders Dance at the Cottage on the Banks of 

the River Iieivaniemi,played by a blind Fuller. 

329 
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(aj Finlanders Dance on the Banks of Leivaniemi. 

n 

ppB »/« 

r—o .. r--1— n \ mf" r nr:—-f-N .. 
K-fr- t=f=A :cr C-i- : : 1— ) J 1—J iM-i—-—u— 

TfTT 
f/i: q—r« h f- i ■» f r r "“4—*~~fr 

(aj It is to he ohferved in this Tune,that the whole of the firft 

part,and four Bars of the fecond,are within the compafs of the 

five Notes of the Harpu -hut the three laft are two Notes out of 

the compafs-,the Violin,or the introduction of the Fiddle,infpi- 

red this licence. It is a timid ftep out of their limited circle,and 

*for thole who are fond of minute enquiries upon this fubject,it 

may fhew how the introduction of a new Inftrument,lefs limi¬ 

ted than the firft ,introducesnew ideas, and changes "by degrees 

the character of the ancient Mufic. The fecond part has the fault, 

of having an unequal number of Bars (7) which is a licence in 

the ufual mode of compofition,hut which fhews that this rule is 

not to be £0 ftrictly attended to, as not being founded on nature. 
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Music of the Bear Dance at Kengis. 

The Laplanders cry at Kautokeino. P—N:—he-he—K --r——»-he-h>— 'he 

mane. 

=%=\ »■ ~wr -r!!F: ■ V ' m ' —f h*-- "I1 -|rcH - 
<-9 9|i: --«L 0-- —#h 

mane. . 
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This is originally a Norwegian Tune,which has "been tranf- 

planted into Lapland by the different Colonists fettled there 

from Norway. It is call’d a Hailing Dance,which is a favorite 

Dance in Norway. There is a great deal of Originality in this 

Tune,and the fudden transition in the Minor Key is wild and 

characteristical. • 

^ ‘ r •;t~'' ■ ■: 
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Alten» 

W-r; 
\ 'r \ 

i 22 

rrn.rrn 
m SEfEEf: m 

m 
...jtp^g^L^ETPiJTp, 

f r~frf -y-f=rrT=i 1 

V'^v:. 

(a) This is another Hailing Dance, and ferves for the fame 

purpofe of dancing; although n<s>t fo fine as the preceding,it 

hears a peculiar manner. 

Vol.II. 
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(aj This Tune has very little originality;and except its hav¬ 

ing* each part of fix Bars,inftead of eight,-which is more com¬ 

mon, it might he a tolerable Polonaife. As it ftands,fhe fifth 

and fixth Bars,which form the Cadence of the firft part,are 

too fudden and unnatural. 
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13 IP -4-4 4 4-4 

■4b 4 4 4-4 
Allegro 

4s- 4-4 4 

£ m 

r l t4-=l-p4-~:r- I t -P-£ 

How tliis Tune was transplanted fo far ^Torth, and in thefe 

inhofpitahle regions, it is impofsible to tell.-Every "body ac¬ 

quainted with. Mufic will fee that it is neither wild nor odd 

enough to he home "beyond the polar Circle. It is regular in 

its Cadences, eafy and natural in its tranfitions, and might 

he fang; in the Streets of Italy and taken for an Italian Songv 
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This Tune, is a Song, and. has a very good effect when lung 

hy many, hecaufe it is fufeeptihle of accords and accompani - 

ments. It is fo simple that we may think it national,althougji 

it wants the characteristic Symphony of wild Music. 

Engrav’d by E.RILEY, No 8, Strand. 
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A DIARY 

Of the Authors Journey from Stockholm to Ukaborg; thence to the 

North Cape : and back again. 

P | ^HE following daily account of my journey is chiefly intended 

for the ufe of future travellers in the fame part of the 

world. Such information, though of itfelf uninterefling, I know 

from experience, is valuable to thofe that find themfelves in fimilar 

circumftances. It brings them previoufly acquainted with the 

objedls they are to encounter, keeps their attention more vigilant, 

and may lead them to make additional obfervations, which they 

would probably pafs over, if every thing they met with were to¬ 

tally new, and as fuch intruded upon their notice. It may like- 

wife ferve as a fort of index to the foregoing work, or as a com¬ 

panion to the map. 

The diftances are given in SwTedifh miles, of which 10 

2-fifths are equal to one degree of the equator: confequently the 

proportion of a Swedifh to an Englifh mile is as 10 2-fifths 

to fixty-nine; for fixty-nine Englifli miles are reckoned to a de¬ 

gree of the equator: therefore one SwTedifh mile contains nearly 

Vol. II. Z z feven 
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feven Englifli. The miles of Norway are Rill larger than thofe 

of Sweden, and one is about equal to eight or nine Englifli. 

In the column of the expences it may perhaps occur, that 

they are not fo great as might have been imagined from what 

was faid in the firfl chapter ; but the difference of travelling is 

to be taken into confideration. There we fpoke of a gentleman 

travelling in his own carriage, and in fummer ; whereas the Diary 

refers to the winter time, when the cheapeft of all conveyances, 

viz. the fledges, are in ufe. A Swedifli fkilling is rather more 

than an Englifh penny; and forty-eight fkillings make a rix-dol- 

lar, which is about equal to four {hillings and fix-pence Englifli. 

The expences are calculated for a fmgle gentleman who wants 

two fledges, one for himfelf, and one for his fervant and luggage, 

with an attendant to each, wdio is to take back the fledges and 

horfe. Befides this, he muff unavoidably have a courier, whom 

he may fend on before him to befpeak horfes; for the horfes are 

fometimes brought together from different houfes that may be 

three or four miles diftant from one another ; and if they were 

not ordered before hand, a very great lofs of time wrould be oc- 

cafioned by conflantly waiting for them : fuch an avant courier 

is, in Swedifli, called forbad. The attendants are in general pea- 

fants. It is not abfolutely required to pay thefe people any thing 

befides the hire of the fledges and horfes; but it is cuftomary 

7 to 
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to prefent them with a gratuity, as is done with regard to the 

poftboys and drivers of coaches in England. 

When I fpeak of a night’s lodging at the peafants’ houfes, or 

common Rages, it is to be underdood that you are furnifhed with 

a bed, confiding of a mattrefs, blankets, and a cover made of calf 

or lamb-fkins: there are no fheets to be had. Fuel and firing is 

in great plenty every where. 

Z 2 2 Sockholm 
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Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleaborg, through 
Finland. 

Swedifh Arrival and 
miles. Departure. 

Stockholm. 

E uft ad 

Oflby. 

Hall. 

Killande. 

Krakftad. 

11 
1 4 

If 

Swamberga. 

Toflingc. 

Set off at 7 
o’clock in the 

morning* 
March 18th. 

Arrived at 
midnight; 
departed at 

the very be¬ 
ginning of 
March 19. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celiius.* 

The weather 
dark and 
gloomy. 

Ther. 8° o.^ 

A thaw 
about noon. 

About mid¬ 
night. 6° o. 

Expences in 
Swedith Money. 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

Rix-d. Skit. 

O 42 
O 4 

O 9 

1 o 
O 4 

O 9 

O 24 
O 4 

O 9 

o 27 
O 4 

O 9 

O 24 
O 4 

O 9 

O 24 
O 4 

O 9 

o 39 
O 4 

o 9 

* 1 fha.ll henceforth exprefs the forenoon by a. m., and the afternoon by p.«?. 
f N. B. This fign ° fignifies below the freezing point; 6 above it. 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

You go out of Stockholm by the north gate ; pafs through Haga, crofs 

the lake upon the ice in the middle of the king’s gardens. You 

come very near Ulrifkdal, a feat of the queen dowager, but leave it 

on the left. 

Eujlad is only a fingle peafant’s houfe.—The country is varied with 

little hills, that are here and there covered with wood, and well culti¬ 

vated; thefe prefent in fummer fome pleating landfcapes. 

OJlhy is a fmall hamlet, with about four or five peafants’ houfes, where 

the traveller may in fome degree be accommodated.—The road from 

thence is hilly. 

Hall. Here you may get a night’s lodging, fuch as it is. 

Killande is a hamlet of four or five houfes: no accommodation for 

travellers. 

Krakflad, a fingle peafant’s houfe; no accommodation. 

Swamherga, a peafant’s houfe, fituated upon the banks of the lake 

Jerven, which is furrounded with a wood of fir-trees ; this fituation 

mud be pleafant in the fummer feafon. 

Fojlinge'. two or three peafant’s houfes, not calculated to receive firan- 

gers. 

Griflehamn 
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Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleaborg though 
Finland. 

Griflehamn 

Signilfkar 

Ekero, 

Frebbenby. 

Enkarby, 

Haraltlfby, 

* This being fo lliort a 

hardly worth while to noi 

Swedith 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celfius. 

Expences in 
Swediflr Money. 

Rix-d. Sk.il. 

3 
4 March IQ. 5° o 3 horfes 0 18 

Arr. 1 a. m. on the Tea. 2 fledges 0 4 
Dep. 9 a. m. 7° o 3 men o 9* 

Wind S. W. 

5 Arr. 5 p. m. 6 horfes 2 24 
4 fledges 0 10 
6 men 0 24 

2 Arr. jh p. m. 3° o 3 horfes 1 0 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men o 9 

] 1 
J 4 

Arr. Q p. m. 4° O 3 horfes 0 30 
Departed 2 fledges 0 4 

March 20th 3 men 0 9 
7 a. m. 

] J 3 horfes 0 30 s 4 

2 ftedges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

] i 3 horfes 0 30 
4 

2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

lage, twc {killings migh be enough foi each driver but it is 

ce iuch trifles. 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Gri/lehamn is the poft-houfe (a brick building) where the pattengers 

that travel this way to go to Finland, either in winter or fummer, 

generally flop: the road lies acrofs the tea. In fummer there are 

always pod-boats ready to convey the travellers; and in winter, when 

the ice is ftrong enough to bear, fledges and horfes are here furnifhed. 

It is to be obferved, that at this place you are obliged to take double 

the number of horfes to what you had before : there is a telegraph 

at Gritlehamn. 

S'lgniljkar is a rock, or final 1 itland, the firft of the kind you meet in 

croffing the fea. There is a telegraph, which correfponds with the 

one at Gritlehamn. 

Ekero is another of that clufter of itlands, known under the name of 

Aland. This itland is of confiderable extent; it confills of fixty 

hemman, let to different families. Hemman means an eftate of land 

belonging to the crown, and farmed by the peafants: there is a 

church, fifty windmills, a great quantity of wood and corn. 

Frebbenby contitts of only two houfes ; one detlined for travellers, and 

the other inhabited by peafants. 

Enkarby; a few houfes without any accommodations for paflengcrs. 

The country is hilly, and confequently the road uneven. 

Haraldjby, a fmalh-village, fituated on an eminence, and confpicuous by 

fome windmills. The way lies clofe by the catlle of Catlelholmen, 

famous for having been the prifon of Eric XIV. It is built upon a 

rock, at the extremity of a neck of land that juts out into the fea. 

Skorpas 
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Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleaborg through 
Finland. 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celiius. 

Expences in 

Swedilh Mone r * 

Rix-d. Ski!. 
Skorpas .. ii March 20. The weather 3 horfes 0 30 

Arr. noon. dark and 2 fledges 0 4 
* gloomy, yet 3 men 0 9 

not foggy : 

. a thaw. 

Vcrgata. 3_ 3 horfes 0 18 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Kumlinge... 31 3 horfes 1 30 
2 fledges 0 8 
3 men 0 12 

Brando. ........... 2\ 3 horfes 1 1 2 "2 
2 fledges 0 6 

• 3 men 0 9 

Varfala.. Arrived at The weather 3 horfes 1 12 
midnight. cleared up, 2 fledges 0 6 

t with a froft 3 men 0 9 
Staid March of 14° o from 
21 and 22. 12° to 7° o 

Dep. March 7° o 
23, 9 a. m. 9° 9 

Helling ... 2 3 horfes J 0 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men o 9 

Himois. 11 • 3 horfes n 1 2 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Laitis.. 11 3 horfes o 30 J 4 

2 fledges 0 4 

-im 

3 men 0 9 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Skorpas confifts of three or four houfes, in which the peafants fcem to 

live very comfortably. There is alfo a fmall building for the ufe of 

travellers, where they may be lodged and entertained. 

Vergata; a fingle houfe upon a little ifland, without accommodation for 

pnflcngers. 

Kemlinga; a tingle houfe upon a fmall itland, in which patTengers may 

be accommodated with a lodging. 

Brando, another fmall itland, but without any fort of accommodation 

for travellers except horfes, which may be had of the peafant; but 

you mutt proceed as far as Varfala to obtain a lodging. 

VarfaJa likewife a fmall itland. There are two rooms in the peafant’s 

houfe detlined for the reception of travellers. The peafants feem 

to live there pretty well; they can give you potatoes, butter, milk 

and beer. 

Idelfwg; a peafant’s houfe, with an apartment for ftrangers. Here the 

Swedifh language begins to ceafe, and is replaced by the Finnith. 

Almotl the whole of the road goes through pine and fir-woods : the 

country is flat. 

Himois. Only one room for travellers, which being very fmall, could 

hold but a few people. 

LaitiSy a peafant’s houfe, without any accommodation for paflengers. 

3 A Vol.IL Niemenkyla 



34$ JOURNEY FROM 

and Uleaborg 
Finland. 

throuj 
Swedilh Arrival and 

State of the 
Weather. 

Miles. Departure. Thermometer 
of Celfms. 

Niemenkyla 15 March 23. 

Expences in 
S.wedilh Money. 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

O 27 
O 4 

O 9 

Humikala 3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

0 36 
O 4 

0 9 

Abo 

Makyla, 

Lachlo 

H Arr. 10 p. m. 
Dep. March 
26, 1 p. m. 

8° o 
March 24, 

9 a. m. g° p 
noon 8° p 
miclni. 10° o 
March 25, 

morn. ll°o 
March 26, 
lp.m. 5° oj 
Some fnow 

fell. 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

N.B. You 
pay at this 
fhige four 
{kill, more 
for the 

horfes. 

o 39 
O 4 

O 9 

2 

H 

3 horfes 1 12 

2 fledges O 4 
3 men 0 9 

N.B. You 
pay for the 
horfes as 
ufual. 

3 horfes 0 30 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 
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JSkemenkyla. The reader will obferve with what nicety the Swedifh miles 

are fubdivided. In PYance, England, and other countries, the tra¬ 

veller’s money generally levels the fractions, but it is not fo in Sweden. 

There is but one apartment for paflengers in the peafant’s houfe at 

this place. 

Humikala. Plere one may lodge pretty comfortably. The houfe affords 

two bed rooms, and a fitting room. Proceeding from this place it is 

always neceffary to have an interpreter of the Finnifh tongue, becaufe 

the people do not fpeak Swedifh. 

Abo is the capital of Finland. There is the caftle of Abo-hus, a fine 

cathedral, a univerfity, a library : it is the refidence of an admiral, a 

governor, and a bi fhop. A quarter of a mile (Swedifh) from the town 

you pafs by the church of St. Mary, which is faid to be very ancient, 

and to have ferved as the cathedral before the foundation of the city. 

The government of Abo has allowed the peafants to raife the price 

of pofiing, in confequence of fome particular duty. 

Makyla. No accommodation for paffengers. The whole way is by 

land : there are neither lakes nor rivers; and when the road is unfit 

for the fledges going, travelling here becomes very irkfome. 

Lachto. No lodging for travellers. We here faw the people ufe the 

tops of fir-branches inftead of firaw, to make litters for the cows and 

procure manure. 

3 A 2 Muftanoja 
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and Uleaborg through 

Finland. 

Swedith 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celfius. 

Expences in 
Swedilh Money. 

Rix-d, Skil, 

Muftanoja ........ ]| March 26. 3 horfes 0 30 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Oripaa.. 11 
J 8 

Arr. 11 p.m. 5° 0 3 horfes 0 33 
Departed 2 fledges 0 4 

March 27, 3 men 0 9 
9 a. m. 11° O - 

A clear fkv. 
J 

Wirtzanoja. . .. 1 3 horfes 0 24 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Sallila-Peltari. 1 J 3 horfes 0 30 
s 4 

2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Mamala. 1| About noon 3 horfes 0 45 
A 8 

3 inches of 2 fledges 0 4 

fnovv fell. 3 men 0 9 

Kivinicmi... li 3 horfes 0 33 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Soinila........... ll 3 horfes 0 27 
x 8 

2 fledges 0 4 

\ 

• 

3 men 0 9 
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Mujlarwja. Here is a fmall feparate houfe for the reception of travellers. 

i 

Oripaa. No lodging for ftrangers. At a little diftance from this place 

is the fourcc of the river Aurajoki. The road is very fine, and goes 

through the middle of a pine-wood. 

Wirlzanoja, a wretched place belonging to the parifh of Lofmijoki, and 

the diftridt Biorneborg or Satekunda. The road Hill proceeds through 

woods of very old pine-trees. 

Sallila-Peltari. One may here get fome kind of lodging. The pca- 

fants are flout and handfomc people. You have to crofs the Loima, 

Pungalaifis, and the Lembou or Ills, all of them fmall rivers that 

empty themfelves into the river Cumo. 

Mamala. Here is a feparate fmall building for travellers. 

Kivlniemi. No lodging for ftrangers. The river Cumo appears very 

confiderable, and the noife of its current is heard under the ice. 

Sohilia, a fmall hamlet without any accommodation for travellers. You 

pafs over a wooden bridge about two hundred paces, or four hundred 

feet long, which is called Wamajkojkl Bro. The river forms here a 

fort of cataraH, which falls down with a great roaring : in the Finnifh 

language a cataradt is called kojkl. What appears contrary to all 

rule is, that the bridge is built in the fhape of a crefcent or half¬ 

moon, with the curve turned towards the current. 

Heinois 
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Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleaborg through 
Finland. 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 

of Cchius. 

Expences in 
Swedilh Money. 

Rix-d. Ski!. 
Heinois. .. ll March 27. T he clouds 3 horfes 0 42 

0 4 difperfed by 2 fledges 
the wind. 3 men o 9 

Arr. 10 p. m. 
Departed 
March 28, 

9° Q 

9 P- m. l6° o 
A very clear 

Iky. 
Wuoriais or Haga. . 1± 3 horfes 0 30 

2 fledges 0 4 
3 men o 9 

Hertuala. H 3 horfes 0 30 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Yervenkvle. H Arr. 5 p. m. 9 °Q 3 horfes 1 0 
Staid March March 2Q. 2 fledges 0 4 

29, A clear fky. 
morn. 10° o 

3 men 0 9 

noon 8° 
even. 7° 

30, March 30. 
Snow about 
noon. Thcr. 
the whole 
day at 3° o 

31, March 31. 
The air dark. 
Therm, the 
whole day at 

Departed 4° o 
April 1, April ], 
9 a. m. 9 a m.—7° o 
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local OBSERVATIONS. ' 

Ileinois. Here is a room for padengers, with three beds in it: the way 

lies acrofs the ice. 

JVuoriais. The houfe at this place is unfit for the reception of travel¬ 

lers : it is one of thole Finlandifh cottages which, if I am not mif- 

taken, are called putcha. They have no chimney, but the fmokegoes 

out of the windows, which are without glafs, and remain always open, 

even in the fevered weather. Wood is not fcarce in this country. 

Hertuala. No lodging for travellers. A quarter of a Swedifh mile to 

the right, before you come to Yervenkylc, you wiil fee the road that 

leads to the cafcade of Kyro. 

Yervenkyle. Two or three peafants’ houfes, with a little cottage to re¬ 

ceive ftrangers : the latter only confids of one room, with two beds 

and a dove. The pcafant of this cottage is a good honed creature, 

and feems to live with tolerable eafe. Yervenkyle is not the ftraighted 

way to go to Wafa, but we made this circuit, in order to fee the caf¬ 

cade of Kyro. 

5 Kiala 



JOURNEY FROM 35^ 

Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleaborg, through 

Finland. 

Pafkana-kaifi 

Kuifvvais 

Kolkua... 

JLamba 

Reinicka. 

. State of the 
Swedilh Arrival and Weather. 
miles. Departure. Thermometer 

of Cellius. 

2 April 1. 

Expen ces in 
Swedilh Money. 

Rix-d. Skit, 

3 horfes 
2 (ledges 
3 men 

1 
O 
0 

O 

4 

9 

24 3 horfes 
2 (ledges 
3 men 

1 3 
0 4 

o 9 

0.5 3 horfes 
2 (ledges 
3 men 

1 15 
0 4 

0 9 

3 horfes 
2 (ledges 

3 men 

l 12 
O 4 

0 9 

2 Arr. 11 p. m. 
Departed 
April 2, 
6 a. m. 

10° o 

15° o 

3 horfes 1 
2 (ledges 0 
3 men 0 

O 
4 

9 

n 3 horfes 
2 (ledges 
3 men 

1 18 
O 4 

O 9 
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Kiala : a houfe in the famous wood of Kyro. The accommodations are 

pretty good : the road is conftantly among the woods : we faw foxes. 

Pajkana-kaifi. Strangers may get a lodging here. The road goes through 

the wood, and for the lad quarter of a mile (Swed.) over the ice of a 

fmall lake. 

Kuifwais. Here is fome fort of lodging for ftrangers. The road conftantly 

among the woods, where you now and then will meet with a little 

lake. The peafants do not follow the main road in thefe woods, but 

keep the ftraighteft line poftible; and in order not to mifs their way, 

the trees that you ought to pafs have been marked with a hatchet. 

This is the fame mode of travelling as is adopted in the woods of 

America. 

Kojkua. No lodging for ftrangers. We pafled a little river, the ice of 

which cracked under our fledges, and threatened to break every mo¬ 

ment. 

Lamb'd, pronounced Lambe. There is a great room with three beds for 

travellers. 

Reinicka. In this houfe they gave us a kind of very coarfe cheefe, 

which they roaft by the fire in the fame manner as they toaft the 

cheefe in England. The people are of a very hofpitable difpofition. 

We proceeded for two miles over the ice, which in fome places is fo 

clear and tranfparent, that we could fee the ftoncs and fifties at the 

bottom. 

Vol. II. Talvizie 
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Swealth Money. 

Rix-d. Skil, 

Talvizie .... 2f April 2. A thaw 3 horfes 1 3 
about noon. 2 fledges. 0 4 

3 men 0 9 

Timbnln. 3 horfes l 6 ^4 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Gumfila.......... 3 horfes 0 36 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Sillampe.......... H Arr. 10p.m. 5° o 3 horfes 0 42 
Staid April 3, 2 fledges 0 4 

Aprils and 4 Q a. m. 3° o 3 men 0 9 
At noon a 

thaw. 
April 4, 

Departed morn. 6° o 

April 5, noon 4° o 

8 a. m. even. 4o o 
8° o 

‘TVinhv. ] 1 3 horfes 0 30 J 4 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Wafa ...... ...... 3 
4 Arr. 10 a. m. A thaw about 3 horfes 0 18 

noon,as the 2 fledges 0 4 
Staid day before. 3 men 0 9 

Towards 
April 5, 

midnight4°o 

6, morn. 3n o 
noon thaw; 

Departed therm. 4° o 
April 7, midn. l°o 

7 a in. 2° o 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Talvizie. Here is a room for travellers. As there were no young men 

in the houfe, a young girl followed the fledge in the capacity of driver, 

This is a very common thing in Finland, that girls attend the tra¬ 

vellers, in order to take back the horfes. 

Tuokola. No lodging. There are two houfes on the left bank , of a 

river, on which we travel as far as Gumflla, and which being open in 

fome places threatened us with danger. 

Gumfila. I perceived no place where a ftranger might be lodged. As 

our journey was to continue on the fame river which would pre- 

fent the fame dangers, two guides offered themfelves to fhew us the 

fafeft route. 

Sillanipe : good accommodation for paflengers. There lived a widow in 

eafy circumftances, as it appeared, who was provided with every thing 

neceflary for travellers. Here is a fmall church. 

Tooby. An apartment for ftrangers. The country is flat. Meadows of 

confiderable extent, which having been flooded, afforded a pleafant 

paffage for our fledges over the ice. 

Wafa is the capital of the government of the fame name. There is a 

lea-port, a tribunal of juflice, a prefldent, and a governor. 

3 B 2 
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Stages between Stockholm 
and Uleahorg, through 
Finland. 

Swedifh 
miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 

of Cellius. 

Kofky... li April 7. 

Manmo...... 2 About noon 
3° 6 

On ganger......... li 

Mono.., o........ li 

Skrivars .......... 

2 

1 

Fyrkarnefs......... 21 Travelled all A thaw. 
night. 

Expences in 

Swedifh Money. 

3 horfes 
2 fledges 
3 men 

3 horfes 1 O 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men o Q 

3 horfes 0 30 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men o 9 

3 horfes 0 36 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

3 horfes 0 24 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

3 horfes 1 0 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Rix-d. Skit, 

0 30 
O 4 

o 9 
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Kojky. This is, properly fpeaking, not a place for changing horfes. We 

however took this route at the advice of the governor of Wafa, who 

directed the peafants to keep horfes in readinefs for us, in order that, 

by going on the river, we might get upon the ice of the fea, and thus 

travel more eatily with our fledges; but I cannot recommend this 

road. The peafmts are not accuftomed to this employment, and do 

not know how to a£t, fo that one is expofed to inconvenience. 

We came by the common pod-road to Manmo; but the two lafl miles 

were over land, and the ways extremely bad. I have reafon to fuf- 

pedt that the peafants did not follow the orders of the governor, and 

the route he had traced out for us. The whole of the way from 

Manmo to Onganger was over the ice of the fea. 

Onganger. No place for paflengers to lodge at. WTe proceeded con- 

flantly over the Frozen Sea, traverfing the bays, and palling between 

iflands or rocks, that rofe above the furface of the ice. On the left 

the high fea is feen, on the right the coaft, which is very flat, and 

prefects at fome diftance pine woods to view. 

Mono is a peafant’s houfe, without any accommodation for travellers. 

One-third of the way goes over the ice of the fea, two-thirds over 

land. 

Skrivars. I faw no place for the reception of paffengers. We went 

continually on the ice of the fea, where we faw fome boats frozen in, 

near to which we palled with our fledges. 

Fyrkarnefs. No place to accommodate flrangers. This is likewife a 

deviation from the main road, which we preferred, for the benefit ol 

the ice by fea, as the pafiage over land was very bad. We were com¬ 

pelled to travel all night for want of lodging, and fearing the thaw, 

\vhich began to diminifh the ice. 
f| Fagernefs 
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Expences in 
Swedilh Money. 

Rix-d. Ski!. 

Fa^ernefs......... 2 April 7. 3 horfes 1 0 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Kurofolk. 1 3 horfes 0 24 
2 fledges 0 4 

- 
3 men 0 9 

Gamla Carleby. 2 Arrived 3 horfes 1 0 
April 8, 2 fledges 0 4 
6 a. m. 1° O 3 men 0 9 

Departed at 
noon. 2° 0 

Ojanala. .. 3 3 horfes J 24 
2 fledges 0 6 
3 men 0 9 

Hignala. 2 Arr. 7 p. m. Thaw with 3 horfes 1 0 
Departed fnow. 2 fledges 0 4 

April 9, 3 men 0 9 
9 a. m. 2° 0 

« 

Rocola. 

Kilajoki... 0 ...... . 3| About noon 3 horfes 1 36 
4° 6, and a 2 fledges 0 6 
great thaw. 3 men 0 9 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Fagermfs. This place is celebrated for good horfes, and \vc had indeed 

very excellent ones. There is no lodging for ftrangers. 

Kurofolk. Some fifhermen’s huts; no accommodation for travellers. 

The pealants here, as in other parts of Finland and Sweden, deep in 

beds three dories high, one over the other. 

Gamla Carlehy : a fmall town in the government of Wafa. In the poft- 

houfe, where you change horfes, there are fome very decent apart¬ 

ments for travellers. 

Ojanala, a peafant’s houfe, in which no padengers can be received.. 

You fhould always take the precaution not to fuffer yourfelf to be 

conduced overland when the padage for dedges is bad; but defire 

and even oblige your drivers to keep on the ice, though the way 

fhould be rather longer. 

Hignala. Lodgings for travellers. You ought not to rifk travelling in 

the night under this latitude in the winter feafon, becaule you cannot 

well didinguifh the road on the ice, and may deviate from your direc¬ 

tion. 

We fliould have gone by Rocola ; but being on the ice of the fea, we 

mud have fetched a circuit to the right, for the fake of changing 

horfes, and come back the fame way : we therefore engaged the 

horfes we had to bring us draightvvays to Kalajoki. 

Kalajoh. No dwelling for travellers. The road proceeds over the ice 

of the fea, which is broken by the rocks underneath the furface, 

when it finks or lowers itfelf lb as to touch them ; this has a very 

pretty appearance. 

Yowala 
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Yowala. .......... if April 0, 3 horfes 
Rix.d. 

0 
Skit. 

27 

2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Kevialuoto. ....... l-s- 3 horfes 0 30 X 3 2 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Luoto. ........... 1 Arr. 11 p. m. A thaw. 3 horfes 0 24 
April 10, 2 fledges 0 4 
Departed 3 men 

0 9 
7 a. m. l°o 

Siniluoto,....... . . 2 3 horfes ] 0 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Brakeflad......... 1 About noon 3 horfes 0 24 
a great thaw; 2 fledges 0 4 

6° 6 3 men 0 9 

Laffila... 3 y 3 horfes 0 17 3 2 
2 fledges 0 4 

3 men 0 9 

Gertuala... 1_7_ 3 horfes 0 34 
2 fledges 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

Karicanda......... 1-5V Arr. 9 p. m. A continued 3 horfes 0 25 
April 11, th w. 2 fledges 0 4 
Departed 1° 0 3 men 0 9 
7 a. m. The fun hid 

by theclouds 
Uleaborg. ....... 41 Arr. at noon. 3 horfes 2 .qfi 

a4 

2 fledges 0 8 
3 men 0 10 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Yowala. Here you find a room with two beds, at the fervicc of tra¬ 

vellers. The whole of this coaff prefents nothing interefting to the 

painter: the country is flat. 

Kevlaluoto. No reception for travellers. We travelled continually on 

the ice, though the paffage was far from being pleafant, on account 

of the rocks by which the ice was broken, and the road made very 

uneven and rough. 

Luoto. Here are two or three rooms to accommodate travellers. You 

may even get coffee at this place. 

Siniluoto. The pofl-houfe being on the fliore, we had no occafion to 

drive up to it, but the horfes, which were ready, were fcnt down to 

us : they were put to on the ice, and we purfucd our journey. I do 

not know whether there are any lodgings for paffengcrs. 

Brakejiad is a finall town, which has a fea-port, and carries on fome 

commerce. There is an indifferent fort of inn there ; and the town 

does not appear to advantage upon entering it. 

LaJJila. No lodging for travellers. The peafants feem to be poor. 

Gertuala. No accommodation for firangers. There is a church, and the 

parfon lives in a very comfortable houfe. He is faid to be one of the 

richeft clergymen in Finland, 

Karicanda. Paflengers find a lodging here : there is a parlour and two 

bed-rooms. 

Uleaborg. The capital of Ofirobothnia. It is the refidcnce of a go¬ 

vernor and fome inferior magiftratcs. 

VOL. II. 3 C Uleaborg 



362 JOURNEY FROM 

Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swedifli 
Miles. 

Uleaborg. 

Tukuri 

Kaupila. 

Vejola. 

Saffi 

Teftile. 

Hutta. 

1 i 

H 

H 

11 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

Set off a bout 

midnight. 
June 9. 

June 10. 
Arr. 2 a. m. 

Arr. 8 a. m. 
June 11. 
Departed 

8 a. m. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celiius. 

Expences in 
Swedifh Money 

N. B. It being fummer, 
a cart or carriage is re¬ 
quired inftead of a 
fledge; as far as Ofver 
Tornea, where horfes 
are no longer made 
ufe of. 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

O 30 
0 4 

0 9 

0 24 
O 4 

o 9 

0 30 
0 4 

0 9 

1 o 
O 4 

0 9 

O 42 
O 4 

0 9 

0 27 
O 4 

0 9 



ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 363 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Leaving Uleaborg, you have to crofs the river in a ferry-boat, which will 

hold horfes and carriage,. The ferry is at the mouth of the river, 

where ft is two miles and about 100 yards broad. You coall along 

two iflands, Piti Saari and Hiela Saari, and leave them on the left. 

On thcfc iflands they boil the tar, which conflitutes the chief article 

of the exports of Uleaborg. 

Tukuri. Some arrangement for the reception of travellers. Here is the 

river Aukipudas to pafs in a ferry. It is about four hundred and 

fifty yards acrofs. The roads excellent; you fee everywhere great 

woods. 

Kaupila. A room for pafiengers. The country almofl: quite flat. A 

great deal of pine and fir-wood : birches very common. 

The village of Vejola isfituated on one fide, and the fmall town of Lo 

on the other fide of the river Lo, which is fix hundred and twenty- 

five yards broad. There is much falmon caught in this neighbour- 

- hood. 

Sajfi. No dwelling for travellers. A girl of twenty years of age at¬ 

tended us in the quality of driver. Here is another ferry over the 

river Kuivaniemi which you have to pafs: it is about one hundred 

and fifty yards acrofs. 

T'eJllJe. A room for pafiengers. 

£ 

\ 

Ihitta. A fet of peafant’s houfes, vvhere a traveller may be accom¬ 

modated. * . 
b 

3 C 2 Eryaft 
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Stages between Uleaborgr fc> r> 
and the North Cape. 

Ervaft. 

Rautiola. 

Kcmi. 

Leivaniemi. 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celfius. 

June 11, 

Arr. 2 p, m, 
Staid 

June j4. 
Departed 
June 15. 

Expences in 
Swedilh Money. 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

Rix-d. Ski!, 

O 24 
O 
O 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

O 
0 
O 

4 

9 

12 
2 
6 

0 36 
0 4 

0 9 

Tornea. 1 

Kukko... 1 

June 15. 
Arr. at noon. 

Staid 
June 14, 

15, 16. 
Departed 
June 17. 

Frankila 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

0 24 
0 4 

0 9 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

O 24 
O 4 

0 9 

3 horfes 
2 carts 
3 men 

O 36 
O 4 

0 9 



ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Ervqfi. A room for travellers. 

Rautlola is a fmall village on the left bank of the Kemi, which is a con- 

fiderable river, and flows with great rapidity. 

Kemi is alfo the name of the parifli, where the church and the razor’s 

houfe are, on the right bank of the river Kemi. The road hilly : you 

pafs a little bridge over the river Kakama. 

Leivanietni. No apartments for travellers. The ice having deftroyed 

all the bridges between this and Tornea, we were obliged to crofs fe- 

veral branches of the river Licdakala in a ferry-boat, as likewife the 

river Kumo. At laft you pafs the river Tornea by means of a ferry, 

leaving the horfes on the left bank, and taking with you your luggage 

only. 

Tornea is a fmall trading town, fituated upon a peninfula at the mouth 

of the river Tornea. You go fome way up The river, and leave on 

your right a fmall wood of pine-trees, the only ones in this vicinity. 

Rukko : this word fignifies in the Finnifh language a cod'. Two or 

three houfes, without any accommodation for travellers. 

Franhila. No lodging for paflengers. You go clofe by a fmall country 

houfe belonging to Mr. Richard, a merchant of Tornea. 

Korpicula 



JOURNEY FROM ;6 6 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State ot the 
W eather. 

Thermometer 

of Celfius. 

Expences in 
Swedifii Money. 

1 Rix-d. Skil. 

If Jane 17- 3 horfes 0 33 
2 carts 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

If Arr. about 3 horfes 0 33 
midnight. 2 carts 0 4 
June 1 S. 3 men 0 9 
Departed 

early. 
] 3 horfes 0 18 

2 carts 0 4 
3 men 0 9 

If Arrived 3 horfes 0 30 

about noon. 2 carts 0 4 

June '20. 3 men* 0 9 
Departed 

about noon. 

1 2 boats 
and 4 men 0 22 

]1 2 boats J 4- 

and 4 men 0 28 

1 June 21. 2 boats 

Arr. 10 a. in. and 4 men 0 22 

Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Korpicula 

Kirkomeki. 

Niemis, 

Mattorenge, or Ofvcr 
Tornea. 

Kaulimpe 

Tolufis, or Juoxenge 

Tortula. 

* Here is an end of roads and horfes, and j'ou muft henceforth travel in boats. I 
reckon that a gentleman, with his fervant and an interpreter, which is neceffary in this 
country, cannot do with lefs than two boats, ei'pecially on account of the baggage and 
provifions, which take up a good deal of room. The following calculation of expences 
is therefore made, upon the fuppofition that two boats and four rowers are employed. 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Korpicula, fignifies a place covered with wood. No dwelling for Gran¬ 

gers : there are but two houfes on the right bank of the river, which 

at this place forms a round bafon or little lake. You have a view of 

the waterfall called Matkakojki. 

Kirkomeki means, in the language of the country, a church on a hill. 

There is a church and pretty good lodgings. 

Nienhs fignifies a promontory. There is a houfe on the left bank of the 

little river Armasjoki, and a finall wooden bridge over the river. The 

road continues hilly. 

Maitorenge is the name of the village, and Ofver Tornea, or Upper Tor- 

nea, that of the church, the parifh, and the re&or’s houfe, fituated 

on the right bank of the river Tornea. Oppofite, on the left bank, 

is the mountain Avafaxa. We proceeded in a boat on the river 

Tornea. 

Kaulimpe. Some peafant’s houfes on the left bank of the river. They 

here fifh for falmon ; and there arc people to attend you with their 

boats in your journey up the river. 

Tolufis. Elere you change boats. You pafs the waterfalls of Kattila 

Kofki, where the French academicians have fixed the tranfit of the 

polar circle. 

Tortula. Here you may get a lodging, and change boats, with people 

to row you. There are many waterfalls to pafs, and fix hours were 

occupied in performing thefe two miles. The moft remarkable water¬ 

fall is that of Porofkclki. You have a view of mount Kittis, the lafi, 

which lerved for the trigonometrical operations of Maupertuis. 

Pello 
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Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swedilh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 
Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celfius. 

Expences in 
Swedifn Money. 

Pello. 2 June 21. 
Arr. 4 p. m. 

2 boats 
Rix-d. ski!. 

and 4 men 0 46 

Kat'dis. 3 2 boats 
and 4 men 1 18 

Kengis Bruk...... 2§ Arrived 2 boats 
June 22. 
Departed 
June 25. 

and 4 men 1 12 

Kollarc. .. 31 Departed 
June 26. 

morn. 1Q° 5 
noon 24 5 
even. l6 o 
heat of the 
fun 36° o 
the water 

15° 6 

2 boats 
and 4 men 2 42 

Muonionifca....... 11 Staid till June 27- 
morning 19° 

noon 19 
evening 17 
water 15 
the fun + 

2 boats 
July i. and4 men 5 36 

June 28. 
mo. 13° no. 15° 
ev. 13° wa. 15° 

June 29. 
mo. 13° no. 15° 
ev. 9° wa. 14° 

June 30. 
mo. 10° no.25° 
ev. 22° wa. + 4- 

fun + 

' 
July 1. 

mo. 23°'no. 27° 
ev. 23° wa. 15° 

lun 37° 



ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 369 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Pello. Clofe to that place is an iron foundery called Swanftein. Here 

are boats and attendants to be bad. 

Kardis, a peafant’s houfe. Boats and attendants to be had. 

At Kengis Bruk is an iron foundery, the infpedtor of which lives in a 

good and convenient houfe: a great waterfall. Near this place the 

river Tornea joins the river Muonio. 

KoJlare is a fmall village where the peafants feem to be in pretty cafy 

circumdances : boats and attendance. Here we had the famous Si¬ 

mon, the mod adtive and expert Finlander of any we ever met with, 

in mounting up and defeending from the waterfalls. Some of them 

in this direction are quite impadable ; you are then obliged to drag 

the boat for a mile over land, among woods that are almoft impe¬ 

netrable. 

Muonionijcd, a fmall hamlet, with a church and a parfon. You may 

get a lodging here, and boats with attendance. Between Kollare and 

Muonionifca you meet with a fmall colony called Kiglange, conlid- 

ing only of two families that arc very poor. 

3 D VOL. II. Ofver 



JOURNEY FROM ;7o 

State of the 
Swedifh Arrival and Weather. 
miles. Departure. Thermometer 

of Celfius. 

1 July 1. morn. 18° 5 

noon 29 
even. 19 
water 18 

fun 45 

H 1 4 

3 July 3. morn. 25°d 
noon 27 
even. 20 
water 21 
fun 35 

5 

5 

2 

1 July 4. morn. 17°o 
Staid till noon 18 

July 6. even. 11 
water 19 
fun * 

i 

Stages between Uleaborg 
and the Noith Cape. 

Ofver Muonionifca.. 

Kelketfuando 

Pal laj oven io . 

Suontajervi.. 

Lappajervi.. . 

Pallojervi. . . . 

Kintafara. . . . 

Reftijoki..,. 

Expences in 
Swedifh Money. 

N. B. 

Thewhole 

of this 

journey 

was per¬ 

formed 

with 2 

boatsand 

4 men, 

without 

chang¬ 

ing, for 

which we 

paid to¬ 

gether. . 

N. B. 
From this 
place we 
engaged 
fome . 
Laplan¬ 
ders, at \ 

12 0 

7 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Ofver Muonionifca, or Upper Muonionifca. The habitation of a Fin¬ 

lander. There are no boats to be had at this place. The people of 

Muonionifca brought us as far as Reftijoki. 

Keiketfuando : a fmall Finnifh fettlement. The merchants of Tornea have 

built here an apartment with a ijre-place, to flop at in their journeys 

to the fairs in winter. 

Pallajovenio is the fir ft Finnifh colony in Lapland, properly fo called. 

You pafs the frontiers of Oftrobothnia between Keiketfuando and 

Pallajovenio. 

Suontajervi. Here lives a tingle Lapland family, clofe by a lake of the 

fame name (jervi fignifies a lake). No boats are to be had here in 

fummer, becaufe the Laplanders go from home to fifh. 

Lappajervi, a Lapland fettlement, about half a mile (Swed.) in the inte¬ 

rior of the country, on the right of the river. No boats to be had. 

Pallojervi, a lake without any habitation near it. 

K'mtafari, an itland in the lake of Pallojervi, without any permanent 

habitation. Some Laplanders occafionally flay there during the fibb¬ 

ing feafon. 

Reftijoki: the name of the river which flows into the lake of Pallojervi. 

A defert country. We fell in with fome wandering Laplanders on 

the right bank of the river. You are obliged to go on foot, 

3 D 2 Kevijervi 



JOURNEY FROM 

Stages between Uleaborg 
and the Norih Cape. 

Kevijcrvi. 

Swedifh Arrival and 

Miles. Departure. 

1 July G. 
* 

• 

Ajtijervi. 

Kautokeino. 

Keinowappi. 

6* July 7- 

morn. 14° 6 tend us. 
noon 29 We had 
even. 17 feven of 
water 18 them for 
fun 45 aday and 

State of the 
W eather. 

Thermometer 
of Celiius. 

morn. 19° 0 
noon 27 
even. 20 
water 19 
fun 43 

J«i: f 8. 
morn. 15° 5 
noon 22 
even. 16 

water 15 
fun + 

July Q. 
morn. 14° O 
noon 25 
even. 13 
water i9t 
fun 40 

Expences in 

Swedifh Money. 

trix-d. per 
clay to at- 

|Rix-d. Ski!. 

a half as 
far as 
Kauto¬ 
keino, 
which 
made to¬ 
gether a 
fum of. . 5 12 

* Here begin the Norwegian miles, which bear to the Swedish a proportion as 18 to 16. 

f The temperature of the water I generally took about 6 or 7 o’clock in the evening. 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Kevijervi, a lake, without any habitation near it, and a defert country. 

This lake is upon the frontier of Norwegian Lapland, which the 

Danes call Finmarken. 

Ajtijervi: another lake: no dwelling near it. You neither meet with 

people nor houfes till you come to Kautokeino, to which place you 

proceed down the river Peppojovahi. 

Kautokeino is a fmall Lapland village. There is a church, and in win¬ 

ter alfo a clergyman. Here you may hire boats and men to purfue 

your journey. 

Keinowapp, a place on the left bank of the river, where we pafled the 

night under our tent. No houfes nor people; the country quite- 
defert. 

i 
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Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Mari. 

Koinosjoki. 

Salvargot. 

Lainie. 

4 2 

H 

H 

Arrival and 

Departure. 

July 10. 

July 11. 

July 12. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celilus. 

morn. 14° o 
noon 20 
even. 17 
water 17 
fun 37 N. B. 

From 
morn. 13° o Kauto- 
noon 17 keino to 
even 18 Alten we 
water 17 had fix 
fun + men at \ 

rix-dol. 
morn. 9°o each a 
noon 9 day, 
even. 7 which 

makes 
for five 
days.. . . 

Expences in 
Swedith Money. 

15 0 

Alten Arrived July 13, 

July 13. made no ob- 
fervations. 
July 14, 

morn. 20° o 
noon 26 

even. 23 
water of the 

• icy fea 11° 6 
July 15, fun 30 
Departed morn. 1Q°6 

about noon. noon 20 
even 16 

water of the 
icy fea 10° 5 

fun 26 

* 1 always meafured the temperature of the water on the furface, having no inftrument 
to go deeper: and when I was at Alten 1 only meafured it on the Ihore, and did not go 
out to fea in a boat. 
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Mari. Here is a (mail church for the convenience of the Laplanders 

in winter. No body lives here in fummer. Hence you meet with 

neither houfes nor people till you get dole to Alten. 

Koinosjoki is the name of a river (joki fignifies a river). Here vve quitted 

the river Alten and our boats, to travcrfe the mountains on foot. No 

vefiigc of a human habitation all this way. 

Salvargot : a deferted cottage, where we paiTed the night in the midfl 

of mountains. We again joined the river Alten near the fpot where 

it receives the river Katiojoki. Unlefs you meet with fome people 

that are fithing for falmon, you are obliged either to fvvim acrofs the 

river, or to go up its banks till you find a place which is fordable. 

Lainie is a finall village, where we fiopt before we proceeded to Alten. 

Amen is only the houfe of a merchant, with fome eftablifhment of pca- 

fantry about it. It is fituated on the gulf of Alten Fiord, which is 

an arm of the Frozen Ocean. A quarter of a mile hence (Svved. or 

Nowegian) is Altengaard, which is properly the refidence of the bai¬ 

liff of Norwegian Lapland, and belongs to the government of Dron- 

theim. 

Preceded 
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Stages between Uleaborg 
and the North Cape. 

Swedifh 
Miles. 

Arrival and 

Departure. 

State of the 
Weather. 

Thermometer 
of Celfjus. 

Expences in 

Swedifh Money. 

Proceeded on the 
Journey towards 
the North Cape. 

July i6. morn. 15° 6 
noon 1/ 
even. 10 
water of the 
icy fea 6° 0 

fun 24 

N. B. 

The whole 
of the 

Rix-d, Skil, 

Havefund..... 10 July 17. morn. Q° 5 

noon 11 
even. 10 
fea 6 
fun 24 

expence, 
with one 
boat and 
4 rowers 
from Al¬ 
ien to 

North Cape. 3 July 18, 
Arrived 

at midnight. 

morn. 12° 0 
noon 15 
even. 20 
fea 6 
fun 26 

the 
North 
Cape 
amount¬ 
ed to.. . 5 12 



ULEABORG TO THE NORTH CAPE. 377 

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS, 

Havefund: the houfe of a merchant, upon an ifland which forms a ftrait 

called by that name. Sund fignifies a ftrait. 

The North Cape is the mofl northern point of Meagre Ifland, in the 

Norway tongue called Mageron, under 71° 10' north latitude. 

VOL II. 



3 78 METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

As for my Ref urn, the Route may he feen upon the Map prefixed to 

the Second Volume. The Expences were nearly the fame; and I 

/hall only tranferihe my meteorological Obfervations3 for the Sake of 

thofe who are curious about fuck Remarks. 

July. 10. On the Icy Sea, or the Frozen Ocean morning 22° o 

noon 25 

evening H) 

Water of the Icy Sea 7 

The Sun 30 

July 20. On the Icy Sea, in returning to Alten morning 24 

noon 26 

evening 23 

Water of the Icy Sea 13 

The Sun 39 

A perfect calm reigned on the fea, and I do not remember having 

ever fuffered greater heat in my life than in this journey. The calms 

here perfectly refemble thofe which Vaillant and other travellers deferibe 

at the Cape of Good Hope. 

July 21. At Alten - - morning 25° 6 

noon 27 

evening 25 

The fea water near the fhore 13 

The fun 42 

July 22. At Alten - morning 20 

noon 21 

evening 16 

fun 32 

July 23 and 24 was prevented from making obfervations. 

July 
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July 15. At Alten •• morning 10° 6 

noon 12 

evening 9 

July 26. Set off from Alten morning 10 

noon 13 

evening 9 

July 27. Palled the mountains; gloomy weather morning 9 
Some fnow fell - noon 6 

evening 3 

July 28. Among the mountains morning 3 

noon 4 

evening 4 

July 29. On the river Alten, returning to Kautokeino morning 4 

noon 5 

evening 5 

Water of the river 14 

fun + 

July 30. At Kautokeino morning 9 
V' . noon 12 

evening 1 1 

July. 31. On our way from Kautokeino to Enontekis morning 8 

noon 10 

Gloomy weather - evening 3 

Augujl 1. Among the mountains on the boundary of 

Swedifh and Norwegian Lapland morning 2 

noon 11 

evening 11 

Augujl 2. morning 8 

noon 11 

evening 11 

We arrived at Enontekis towards the evening 

Augujl 3. On the river Muonio morning 5 

noon 8 

evening 6 

Augujl 
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o METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Auguji 4. On the river Muonio morning 6° 6 

noon 10 

evening 6 

Auguji 5. At Muonionifea morning 6 

noon 11 

evening 8 

Auguji 6. On the river Muonio - - morning 7 
noon 7 
evening <5 

Auguji 7- At Kengis morning 6 
noon 8 
evening 7 

Auguji 8. On the river Tornea morning 8 

noon 11 

evening 9 
Auguji 9* 

At Ofver Tornea morning 8 
& noon 10 

evening 7 
Auguji 10. At Tornea morning 7 

noon 9 
evening 6 

Auguji li, , This day we travelled from Tornea to Uleaborg, and ar- 

rived at the latter place towards the evening. 

FINIS. 

T. Gillet, Tri liter, Salifoury-fquarc. 
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