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The United Empire Loyalists: A Chronicle of the Great Migration 
By W. Stewart Wallace (1884-1970) 

Volume 13 of The Chronicles of Canada Series. This volume sheds light on the often 
misunderstood Americans who chose to remain loyal to the Crown of England during and 
after the American Revolution. While the vast majority of American writings which detail 
the Revolution paint the Loyalists (sometimes called Tories) in the most negative fashion, 
this volume explains the reasons behind their election to flee to Canada (and other 
countries) rather than remain on American soil. While no exact numbers exist of Loyalists 
who fled to Canada in 1783-1784, the estimates of John Adams and others of the time 
period range in the vicinity of one third of the population, which places that number at 
about a million. These were not people who fled in fear, rather they were generally 
people who felt the benefit of support from the British Crown outweighed the support 
they would receive from the unproven social, financial, and political structures which had 
yet to be formed. Some were opportunists in search of free land. But all were a brave 
people who chose to leave the comfort of their homeland to help settle uncharted 
territories of what we now know as Quebec, Ontario, New Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Island and Nova Scotia; a people who held their heads high as they settled a largely 
untamed land. (Introduction by Roger Melin) 

Read by Roger Melin.  Total Running Time:  03:19:21 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover picture “The Coming of the Loyalists” by Henry Sandham (d. 1910). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU 
and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public 
domain.  
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