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THE SCHOOL OF LAW

FRANCIS PRESTON VENABLE, Ph.D., D. Sc., LL.D., Presi-

dent.

JAMES CAMERON MacRAE, LL.D., Dean.

James Cameron MacRae, LL.D., Professor of Law.

Lucius Polk McGehee, A.B., LL.B., Professor of Law.

Thomas Ruffin , LL .M
.

, D .C .L
. ,

Professor of Law

.

Charles Lee Raper, Ph.D., Professor of Economics.

Joseph Gregoire de Roulhac Hamilton, Ph.D., Associate Professor

of History.

William deBerniere MacNider, M.D., Lecturer on Medical Juris-

prudence.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The School of Law is the outgrowth of a Law School established

in 1843 at Chapel Hill, on a private foundation, by Hon. William
H. Battle, who was then a judge of the Superior Court of North
Carolina and later became a justice of the Supreme Court of the

State. Judge Battle was assisted by Hon. Samuel F. Phillips, a

member of the Bar of North Carolina, who afterwards was Solici-

tor General of the United States under the administrations of

Presidents Grant, Hayes, Garfield, and Arthur. In 1845 this

school was incorporated into the University, and Judge Battle was
made Professor of Law, in which capacity he served until the

closing of the University in 1868* The courses offered covered
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the requirements for admission to the Bar of North Carolina, and

occupied the time of independent students for two years, or were

sometimes completed by students doing additional work in the

College in two and one-half years; and the degree of Bachelor of

Law was conferred upon those students satisfactorily accomplish-

ing the full course.

With the reopening of the University in 1875, the School of

Law was revived by Judge Battle, and upon his retirement in

1879 the classes were conducted by Hon. Kemp P. Battle, then

President of the University; and this continued until 1881, when
President Battle was relieved from such duties by the election of

Hon. John Manning as Professor of Law.

From 1881 until his death in 1899, Dr. Manning was in charge

of the School, assisted during much of the time by Hon. James E.

Shepherd, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, by Hon. J. Craw-

ford Biggs, now a judge of the Superior Court, and by Thomas D.

Warren, Esq., who has since become a prominent member of the

Bar of North Carolina. During these years the scope of the

School was enlarged and its attendance and influence greatly in-

creased. Much that is good, now felt in methods and spirit, is

due to the administration of Dr. Manning.

In 1899 Hon. James C. MacRae, sometime a judge of the

Superior Court and later a justice of the Supreme Court of North

Carolina, became Professor of Law and Dean of the School; and

in 1900 Dr. Thomas Ruffin succeeded Mr. Biggs as Associate Pro-

fessor of Law. In 1903 Dr. Ruffin was made a professor, and,

upon his resignation in 1904, was succeeded in this position by

Mr. Lucius P. McGehee, formerly Associate Editor of the Ameri-

can and English Encyclopaedia of Law. In 1907 a third pro-

fessorship was created })y the Board of Trustees, and Dr.

Ruffin was recalled from active practice to fill that position.

With the enlargement of the faculty to a corps of three profess-

ors, who give their entire time to the teaching of law, the curric-

ulum of the School has been readjusted and much enriched, and

now presents work requiring the full time of the student for at

least two years, and sufficient, it is believed, to equip him thor-

oughly for the practice of law in the State of North Carolina or in

any other State of the Union having the common law of Eng-

land as a basis of its jurisprudence.
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GENERAL OBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION

The objects of the instruction here offered are, through means

of text-books, cases, lectures and moot-court practice, to teach the

principles of jurisprudence as applied in America ; to bring before

the mind of the student the nature and growth of law ; to show

that our legal principles lie imbedded in our basic conceptions of

justice and right; to trace the development of these principles,

historically; to inculcate habits of independent thought and legal

reasoning, giving prominence to the reasons for propositions of

law rather than to the concrete propositions themselves ;—and

thus to give to the student a proper foundation whereupon to

make of himself a scientific lawyer, through a comprehension of

theoretical principles and a development of his reasoning facul-

ties in the logical application of those principles to practical state-

ments of fact.

ARRANGEMENT OF COURSES

Six regular courses, three for the Junior Law Class and three

for the Senior Law Class, are arranged for those students taking

the work leading to the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Each course

begins in September and ends in May of the University year.

Thirteen and one-half hours of class instruction a week, divided

into nine lectures of one and one-half hour each, are provided for

each of the two classes; and to the courses as now scheduled two

or three additional hours of lectures a week are expected soon to

be offered in both Junior and Senior years. Dr. MacNider will

also deliver a special series of lectures on Medical Jurisprudence,

at times hereafter to be announced ; and law students registered

for less than three of the regular courses, or whose engagements

otherwise permit, will be admitted without additional expense to

the college courses in Economics and History of Professors Raper

and Hamilton. Also, from time to time, distinguished members
of the Bench and of the Bar will be invited to deliver lectures

upon special topics before the School.

REQUIREMENTS OF ADMISSION

A good English education is essential to success at the Bar, and
the completion of a full collegiate course before beginning the
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study of law is urged in all possible cases. No absolute require-

ment in scholarship, however, is prescribed for candidates for ad-

mission into the School, except that all applicants for the degree

of Bachelor of Laws shall have satisfactorily completed academic

courses equivalent to those prescribed for the Freshman and Soph-

omore classes in the University. Other students than applicants

for degrees may be admitted upon satisfying the Dean of their

possession of such education as will enable them to make fair use

of their opportunities in the School of Law.

Seniors in the College will be admitted to courses I., II., or III.,

as stated on page 9.

All candidates for admission should present themselves on the

same days and at the same hours as candidates for admission to

the college, either in September or January; and students already

members of this School, as well as all students first matriculating,

must conform to the regulations for registration found on page 91.

DEGREES

The degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) will be conferred upon

those students who shall have applied for the same during a resi-

dence of at least two years at the University, and who have, in the

opinion of the faculty, completed with credit the courses pre-

scribed for the Junior and Senior Law Classes (including any

work additional to that below scheduled which nrnt hereafter be

assigned to these courses) , and who shall have submitted approved

theses on legal subjects satisfactory to the Dean of the law faculty;

provided that in every case they shall have conformed to the

requirements before stated as to preliminary education. A dili-

gent student may by accomplishing three courses each year pre-

pare himself for this degree in two years; or the student who
prefers to take the work more deliberately, with fuller opportunity

for reflection and parallel reading, will find two courses each year

for three years suitable to his purposes.

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION

For the Junior Law Class, Courses L, IT., and III., as follows:

Course I., by Professor MacRae, embracing the Law of Evidence,
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Private Corporations, Municipal Corporations, and Execu-

tors and Administrators.

The text-books used the past year were Greenleaf

on Evidence (Vol. 1), supplemented by statutes; Clark

on Corporations, "Dillon on Municipal Corporations, and

Schouler on Executors and Administrators.

Course II., by Professor McGehee, embracing the Law of Con-

tracts, Crimes, Torts, and Bailments.

The text-books used the past year were Clark on Con-

tracts, May on Criminal Law, Burdick on Torts, God-

dard's Outlines of Bailments and Carriers.

Course III., by Professor Ruthin, embracing the Law of Persons

(Domestic Relations and Sales), Personal Property, and

Real Property.

The text-books used the past year were Blackstone

(Vol. 1), Long on Domestic Relations, on Sales,

Schouler on Personal Property, Blackstone (Vol. 2), and

Tiffany on the Modern Law of Real Property.

For the Senior Law Class, Courses IV., V., and VI., as follows:

Course IV., by Professor MacRae, embracing Constitutional Law,

Jurisdiction of Courts, Pleading and Civil Procedure, and

International Law.

The text-books used the past year were Cooley's Con-

stitutional Limitations, Blackstone (Vol. 3) and Code of

Civil Procedure, Davis on International Law.

Course V., by Professor McGehee, embracing the Law of Insur-

ance, Quasi-Contracts, Negotiable Paper, and Agency.

The text-books used the past year were Vance on Insur-

ance, Bigelow on Negotiable Instruments, Huffcut on

Agency, and Woodruff's Cases on Quasi-Contracts.

Course VI., by Professor Ruffin, embracing Equity Jurisprudence

and Equity Pleading, Conflict of Laws, and Partnership.

The text-books used the past year were Bispham on ,

Equity, Heard's Equity Pleading, Minor on Conflict of

Laws, and on Partnership.
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SCHEDULE OF LECTURES

8:45 to 10:15 10: In to 11:45 12:00 to 1 :30

Monday MacRae
rv*

McGehee
II

Ruffin
VI

Tuesday MacRae
I

McGehee
V

Ruffin
III

Wednesda y
MacRae

IV
McGehee

II

Ruffin
VI

Thursday MacRae
I

McGehee
V

Ruffin
III

Friday
MacRae

IV
McGehee

II

Ruffin
VI

Saturday
MacRae

I

McGehee
V

Ruffin
III

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO THE NORTH
CAROLINA BAR

By the rules of the Supreme Court, examinations are held for

admission to the Bar of North Carolina in August and February

of each year. Two years of preparatory study are required to

qualify applicants for the examination. This study, however, is

not required to be done in a law school, and the course of reading

prescribed by the court may be covered by a diligent student

within less time than two years. Therefore, in order to prepare

for the Bar examination in one year students who have previously

read law for a year elsewhere, the courses above outlined have

been arranged so as to include within one scholastic year and an

additional summer term (hereafter to be mentioned) the entire

course of reading prescribed by the court. Through this arrange-

ment a student, who cannot remain in this School two years, may

*These numerals refer to the numbered courses as found on the preceding

page.
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enter either in September or in January, and, by taking the courses

open to him in the scholastic year and at a summer term may
fulfill all qualifications as to the amount of reading required for

the Bar examination within twelve months from his entrance.

It is urged that all students who possibly can shall take a full

two years course in a law school before applying for license to

practice; for it is coming more and more to be recognized that

such' a period, or even a longer time, under skilled instructors, is

necessary to the proper qualification of the lawyer; and certainly

a lesser time is believed to be insufficient for the student to digest

the law that he must learn or to acquire the habits of thought and

mental attitude of the lawyer. The suggestion of the one year's

work is made, therefore, for those students who'find it impossible

to prosecute their studies longer in this School.

The satisfactory accomplishment of the courses including the

work thus suggested will entitle the student to a certificate to that

effect from the Dean of the law faculty.

MOOT COURT

The Moot Court has become an important factor in legal educa-

tional methods, in familiarizing the student with the practical side

of law. It is the purpose of the University Court to acquaint the

student with the legal details so necessary to be acquired, yet so

difficult of access; and, in order to facilitate this work, the Court

has been formed into two divisions, Civil and Criminal, each with

its own judge and other officers. Sessions of both courts are held

weekly, and, through regular assignments of cases, every student

of the School has frequent opportunities for practice. The work

embraces preparation of cases for trial, drawing of pleadings,

selection of jurors, examination of witnesses, arguments on law

and facts to judge and jury, and preparation and argument of

appeals,—all according to the forms of practice of the North Caro-

lina Courts.

The organization for the Spring Term, 1908, was as follows:
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Judge,

Court of Appeals

Professor MacRae

Superior Court

(Civil Division)

Judge, J. J. Parker.

Clerk, J. T. Morehea'd, Jr.

Sheriff, Bob Howell.

Superior Court

(Criminal Division)

Judge, F. L. Dunlap.

Clerk, H. S. Kirkpatrick.

Solicitor, C. C. Frazier.

Sheriff, D. B. Paul.

Coroner', R. A. Miller, Jr.

UNIVERSITY PRIVILEGES

Besides the Moot Court, there are open to all students of this

School the Dialectic and Philanthropic Literary Societies of the

University, where they may take part in or witness weekly

debates of a high order, and train themselves in parliamentary

law. They are further admitted to all privileges of a law library

of 2000 volumes, to the University library of 50,000 volumes, to

the University gymnasium, and the organizations of the Univer-

sity generally, literary, social, or athletic.

PRIZES

A prize of twenty-five dollars in gold is offered each year by

Shepard Bryan, Esq., of the Atlanta Bar, in honor of his father,

the Honorable Henry R. Bryan, of New Berne, N. C, to be

awarded to the member of the Senior Law Class who shall submit

the best thesis upon an approved legal subject.
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FEES AND EXPENSES

Tuition for Fall and Spring terms, each

Registration Fee

$35.00

12.50

There are no scholarships in this School. Good board is fur-

nished at Commons Hall for $9 a month. In the village board

may'be secured for from $8 to $15, or, with rooms, from $10 to

$20 a month.

The rent of unfurnished rooms in the dormitories ranges from

seventy-five cents to $2.50 a month, for each occupant; and for

each room a charge of one dollar a month is made for electric

light and one dollar a month for heat.



THE SUMMER LAW SCHOOL

A session of the School of Law is maintained during each sum-

mer for the purpose of providing:

1st. A course for those who wish to begin the study of law.

2nd. A thorough review of the course prescribed by the

Supreme Court of North Carolina for applicants for license.

3rd. An opportunity for instruction for men who cannot

become resident students during the scholastic year.

4th. An opportunity for members of the Bar to review any

branch of the law.

Session

The term for the summer of 1908 begins June 17 and ends

August 28, three days prior to the examination before the

Supreme Court for admission to the Bar of North Carolina.

Lectures and Recitations

At this session daily lectures and recitations of one hour and a

half each, will be held by Professors MacRae and Ruffin. In

addition there will be frequent quizzes. The two courses offered

will cover the requirements for reading prescribed for admission

to the Bar of North Carolina; and will include, by way of review,

as much as possible of the regular work of the School of Law as

taught during the scholastic year. Also, during the term, special

lectures are expected to be delivered by prominent lawyers, later,

to be announced. The instruction is conducted by means of text-

books, lectures, leading cases, quizzes, and moot-court.

An outline of the work of the two courses includes:

1 . Ewell's Essentials of the Law (embracing the law of Domes-

tic Relations, Heal Property, Personal Property, Crimes
j
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Contracts, and Torts) . Other text-books to be used are

1st Blackstone; 2nd Blackstone and Tiffany on Real Prop-

erty; 3rd Blackstone and Code Pleading; 4th Blackstone;

Clark on Contracts; Burdick on Torts; Creasy 's English

Constitution

.

2. 1st Greenleaf on Evidence and N. C. Revisal chapter on

Evidence; Bisphani on Equity; Clark on Corporations;

Schouler on Executors, with N. C. Revisal chapters on

Widows, Wills, Testaments, Descent, and Distribution;

First volume of N. C. Revisal of 1905, with Clark's Code

of Civil Procedure; Constitutions of the United States and

North Carolina; Sharswood's Legal Ethics; 3rd Black-

stone and Code pleading; Cooley's Principles of Constitu-

tional Law.

Examinations

No entrance examination is required; but each student must

satisfy the faculty that he has sufficient general education to

enable him to take the courses with profit to himself. Examina-

tions are required as each subject is completed, and at the end

of the term certificates to that effect are issued to such students

as have passed with credit all examinations in both courses.

Fees and Expenses

Tuition for term $30.00

Registration and Incidental Fees 5.00

The above mentioned fees cover privileges of University library,

gymnasium, and baths.

There are no scholarships in this school. Board in the village,

with room, will cost from $10 to $20 a month; without room,

from $9 to $15.

For further information address President F. P. Venable, or

Hon. James C. MacRae, Dean of the School of Law, Chapel Hill,

N. C.




