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Foreword

The Arabs settled in the island of Sicily for some centuries
through which they gave the island an Islamic- Arabic culture. Even
when the Normans became rulers of Sicily they encouraged and
promoted that culture. Poets used to recite their Arabic poems in the
court of Palermo. Al Idrisi, the well-known geographer compiled
his geographical work and drew a map of the world for Roger L.
The successors of Roger were not less enthusiastic in this respect.

This volume of biographical dictionary tries to give a picture in
different aspects of learning in Sicily.

It is a small and humble addition to what the great Amari did in
his history of Muslim Sicily and in his Bibliotheca Arabo di Sicilia.

Sicily was one of the main entrances through which Arab-
Islamic culture penetrated into Europe. We can say that Sicilian
Culture was in every respect an extension of Tunisian Culture.

Amman, 15 Feb. 1994
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