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r mountains and without expressing any opinion 

would say that I have secured specimens w hich 

were true solitar®@, and also of the darker type, 

in these mountains, as the following will show. 

Vireo solitarius, (860 author’s coll.) Monroe 

county, Tenn., 1,700 feet. Description: Upper 

parts olive-gheen ; crown and side of head bluish- 

ash; white fhe about gfe, lore-dusky. Below, 

white ; sides tiiged wjth olive; spurious quill, ete. 

Enough is givég ip/above description to show it 

is a specimen Qk V. ‘solitarius without further 

quotations. 

A specimey which 

may be de 

ay be of the other variety 

Vireo solitarius ? (945 author’s coll.). Blount 

county, 3,200 feet. May 18, 1884. Description : 

$, above dark plumbeous, entire; beneath white; 

sides yellowish; wings dark brown, feathers 

edged with green; two bands of dull white across 

wing; coverts same as tail; outer tail feathers 

edged with white; white ring around eye; lore 

dark. 

The above condense ripti sas 



DENDROICA DISCOLOR. 

Prairie Warblg. 

This dainty little warbler Was heard for the 

first_ time in ’86 on April 12th, for be it known 

the curious ‘‘breezy” note of this bird may be 

heard for days before the vocalist is seen, unless 

especial attention is given to the game of hide 

and seek. It loves the scrub and second growth, 

and I never found them as plenty as in the small 

growth which followed a burnt tract of woodland 

in Blount County. Every clump of bushes con- 

tained one of these birds, and their curious song 

—if it can be called such—was heard on every 

hand. I hope I may be pardoned when I affirm 

that these warblers remind me of some insects. 

They are heard at best on sunny days and in sun- 

ny spots, while their notes resemble the buzzing 

of some large locust. None of these birds are 

found in the swamps or the evergreen growth 

of the mountains. Sunshine and heat seem to be 

necessary to their vitality. As may be assumed, 

from the habits of the bird its nest is one of the 

“finds” of red letter days of collectors. 
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China. It is composed of a large leaf of the plaintain 

formed into a cup and held in that position by a number of 

stiches—some cotton like fibre being used as thread. The 

outside of the nest thus formed, the inside is made up of 

fine grass and roots. 

Nore rrom Cananpataua, N. Y. We had very deep 

snow and intense cold weather throughout the month of 

January, still the Common Crows were more abundant than 

T have ever known them to be in previous Winters. Snow 

Buntings very rare.—John M. Howey. 

NovTE FROM GRAVENHURST, ONT. Ihavelived here seven 

years but have not been able to obtain a Bittern until last 

season, when they were plentiful. I have not until this 

Winter obtained a specimen of the Pigmy Owl, but this 

Winter have received three. What causes these to be plen- 

ty some seasons, and none others ?—R. B. S. 

A Purple Finch was taken at Falmouth, Mass., Feb. 8th, 

by F. J. C. Swift. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Correspondents making inquiries are requested to be brief 

and to the point. 

We hope for the future t 

the jirst of every month. Co 

as early as possible. Nothiga 

noticed in the number fof the fo 

mail our monthly edition on 

tions should be sent in 

after the 20th, can be 

wing month, 

munic, 

Our NorTHERN Raprores. (O. and O., Jan., page 8.) 

+ Our correspondent, F. H. C., desires us to state that three 

years were spent in collecting the facts he stated there. To 

economize space he arranged the dates to appear as one 

year—the scientific facts remaining the same. 

MIGRATION Notes. (WW. Gilman, Stoughton, Wis.) 

The abbreviations used are & follows: (21) 3.2 F, 4.7, 5.14 

L, should be read—Observer, (whose name and local- 

ity are given) saw a cert#in bir&for the first time that sea- 

son on the 2d of March, saw otWers on 7th of April, and 

saw the last of the season on 14th of May. A little care in 

reading them will make the Notes just as intelligible as if 

four times as many words were used. 

GOLDEN-WINGED WoopPECKER, (High-hole.) J. An- 

thony, J’ Our correspondent’s item is so contrary to the 

well-known habits of this bird, that we are inclined to 

think he must have mistaken some other bird for it. 

HERRING GULL IN ILuinors. A. H. Mundt, Fairbury, 

Zil., sends drawing of head of a bird which he describes as 

follows: ‘The bird was shot fiying over a corn field Jan. 

21, 1884, Length of head from tip of beak to back of skull 

just five inches; from tip to tip of outspread winggs lying 

on its back upon the floor, four feet and frofyetip of beak 

to end of tail, two feet. Plumage, grey and white, spotted ; 

legs and feet very small; legs as thin as pipe stems, all uni- 

form flesh color; feet webbed like a duck, head very eagle 

like, eyes dark, lower beak flattened.” The bird described 

seems to be a young Herring, or Silvery Gull, (Larus argen- 

tatus.) They are very common on the east coasts. 

BoAt-TAILED GRACKLE. (O. and O., Vol. VIII, page 76.) 

Edgar A. Small, Hagerstown, Md., asks us to correct his 

note as to the breeding of this bird in Kent County, Md. 

His informant only saw the birds, and does not appear to 

have satisfactorily identified their nests. 

Norres From PELHAM, N. H. We thank Dr. Batchelder 

for the notes of arrivals, which we put aside for comparison 

some time when we can make them useful. 

A Curious Meat, EH. G. Nicewaner, Baltimore, Md. 

Amongst the uses of such birds as the Turkey Buzzard is 

that of keeping down snakes, which form a very common 

article of their diet. 
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peculiar advantages in communicating bird knowledge by 

such means. In the mind of the reader the birds are con- 

stantly associated with their respective and proper times 

and seasons; the winter records will discover the winter 

residents, the summer records the summer residents, the 

winter and summer records the permanent residents. The 

transient visitors, or migrants will also be sufficiently indi- 

cated, the periods of migration and nidification will be dis- 

closed by the various dates of entry. Thus the whole are 

most apt to be faithfully and permanently fixed in the mind 

of the young student. The central point of the author’s 

observation was the village of Fairview, county-seat of 

the (West) Virginia Panhandle, about four miles inland 

from the Ohio river. 

J ist. But one bird met my eye, but enough perhaps 

for a New Year’s day entry; this wasa Tufted Titmouse, 

(Lophophanes «bicolor), which, as I drove along an unshel- 

tered road, for some distance kept a little in advance of me 

by short flights from one fence stake to another. This spe- 

cies, in this locality, is much more numerous than the 

Black-capped Titmouse, both of which are commonly 

called Chickadees. It is a permanent resident with us, and 

its loud, whistling notes—fair-lee, fair-lee, deliberately ut- 

tered, or purly, purly, purly, rapidly repeated, may be heard 

issuing from our woods almost every month of the year. 

Its crest and lead-colored coat will sufficiently distinguish 

it to the observer. 

JAN. 2 Sawa pair of Cardinal Grosbeaks, or Crested 

Red-birds (Cardinalis virginianus) in the midst of a small 

thicket against a high bank at the roadside—a favorite 

haunt at this season of the year. 

Saw several flocks of Snow-birds (Junco hyematlis,) also 

Tree Sparrows, (Spizella monticola,) in some instances as- 

sociating together. By reason of this habit of joining 

company, perhaps it is, the two species are not infrequent- 

ly confounded by inexperienced observers, but the Snow- 

bird may readily be distinguished from the Sparrow kind 

by its uniformly darker coat (slate color,) and, in its flight, 

exposing two white feathers in its tail, which are then very 

conspicuous. The unmarked breast (save an obscure dusky 

spot in the centre) and white wing bars, of the Tree Spar- 

row will distinguish it from the Song Sparrow, which re- 

mains with us throughout the year. 

JAN. 4th. Observed a flock of about a dozen Turtle 

Doves (Zencedura carolinensis,) feeding in a corn field on 

the bare spots caused by the removal of several shocks of 

unhusked corn, the ground being covered with several 

inches of snow. This birdis only partially migratory with 

us, and may be seen singly or in small companies through- 

out our coldest win 

Saw some half dozen Cardinal Grosbeaks amid the thick 

undergrowth on the banks of a small stream, With this 

“ Virginia Nightingale,” I cannot but regard in an ornitho- 

logical point of view, this district of country as specially 

favored, in this, while it is one of the most beautiful of our 

native American birds, and withal a charming and lasting 

songster, it is here an abundant species, and remains with 

us all the year round. 

Jan. 9. There have been but few days this winter I have 

not seen one or two White-breasted Black-capped Nut- 

hatches, (Sitta carolinensis), moving up or down and 

around the larger branches of a row of locust trees in front 

of the parsonage on the village street. To-day, from my 

study window, I witnessed an interesting performance of 

one of these birds—not three yards from me, it its effort to 

break a small particle of matter, of the size and shape of a 

butter-bean, it had picked up from the ground. Its posi- 

tion was on an oblique limb; holding the substance in its 

bill it would strike it two or three times against the limb 
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